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Charles     Ingoldsby     Marqaets     of 
Winchester. 

George     Marquess     of     Twbbddalb* 
(Elected  for  Scotland,) 

Henry  Marquess  of  Lansdowne. 

GRORGEFERRARsMarqueSsToWNSHEND. 

James  Brown  low  William  Marquens 
of  Salisbury. 

John  Alexander  Marquess  of  Bath. 

James  Marquess  of  Abfrcorn. 

Richard  Man|uess  of  Hrrtford. 

John  Marquess  of  Bute. 

Wii.i.iAM  Marquess  of  Thomon d.  (Lord 
Tadraster)  (  Elected  for  Ireland.) 

BaowNLow  Marqut*9»of  Exeter. 
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SpsirGC&  Joshua  Alwyvb  Marquess  of 
Northampton, 

Gboeoe  Charles  Marquess  Campkn. 
Hekry  William  Marq.  of  Anglesey. 
George  Horatio  Marquess  of  Chol- 

MOKDELEY. 

George  Augustus  Francis  Marquess 
of  Hastings. 

Charles  Marquess  of  Ailesbury. 

George    Thomas    John   Marquess  of 
Westmeath.     (Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Frederick     William     Marquess    of 
Bristol. 

Archibald  Marquess  of  Ails  a. 

John  Marquess  of  Breadalbane. 

Robert  Marquess  of  Westminster. 

CoNSTANTiNE  Hevry  Marquess of  Nor- 
manbt. 

Charles  Cecil  Cope  Earl  of  Liver- 
pool, Lord  Steward  of  the  Household, 

George  John  Earl  De  Lawarr,    Lord 
Chamberlain  of  the  Household, 

John  Earl  of  Shrewsbury. 

Edward  Earl  of  Derby. 

Francis  Theophilus  Henry  Earl  of 
Huntingdon. 

Robert  Henry  Earl  of  Pembroke  and 
Montgomery. 

William  Earl  of  Devon. 

Thomas  Earl  of  Suffolk  and  Berk- 
shire. 

William  Basil  Percy  Earl  of  Den- 
bigh. 

John  Earl  of  Westmoreland. 

George  Augustus  Frederick  Al- 
bemarle Earl  of  LiNDSEY. 

Gborgb  Harry  Earl  of  Stamford  and 
Warrinotov* 

George  William  Earl  of  Winchilsba 
and  Nottingham. 

George  Earl  of  Chestbrf ield. 

Hrvrt  Earl  of  Thanet* 

John  William  Earl  of  Sandwich. 

AmtnuA  Algernon  Earl  of  Esse^c. 

James  Thomas  Earl  of  Cardigan. 

Georob  Earl  of  Carlisle. 

Walter  Francis  Earl  of  Doncaster. 
(Duke  ^/Bueclmieh  and  Queensberry.) 
(In  another  flmtn  oB  Lard  Privy  Seal.) 

Cropley  Earl  of  Shaftesbury. 

-^  Bait  of  BtRKlLBY. 
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Montagu  Earl  of  Abingdon. 

Henry  Earl  of  Plymouth. 

John  Savile  Earl  of  Scarborough. 

William  Charles  Earl  of  Albemarle. 

George  William  Earl  of  Coventry. 

George  Earl  of  Jersey. 

John  Earl  Poulett. 

George     Siiolto     Earl     of   Morton. 
(Elected  for  Scotland,) 

Cospatrick  Alexander  Earl  of  Home. 
(Elected  for  Scotland,) 

David    Earl  of  Airlie.     (Elected  for 

Scotland.) 
David  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville. 

(Elected  for  Scotland.) 

Dunbar     James    Earl    of     Selkirk. 
(Elected  for  Scotland,) 

Thomas  John  Earl  of  Orkney.  (Elected 

for  Scotland,) 
Francis  William  Earl   of  Seafield. 

{Elected  for  Scotland,) 

Edward    Earl   of   Oxford    and    Earl 

Mortimer. 
Washington-Sewallis  Earl  Ferrers. 

William  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 

Chas.  Augustus  Earlof  Tankerville. 

Heneage  Earl  of  Aylesford. 

George  Augustus  Earl  Cowper. 

Philip  Henry  Earl  Stanhope. 

Robert  Earl  of  Harborough. 

Thomas  Earl  of  Macclesfield. 

George   William   Richard    Earl  of 

POMFRET. 

James   Earl  Graham.    (Duke  of  Mon* 
trose,) 

George  Edward  Earl  Waldegrave. 

Bertram  Earl  of  Asiiburnham. 

Charles  Earl  of  Harrington. 

John  Charles  Earl  of  Portsmouth. 

Henry    Richard    Earl    Brooke   and 
Earl  of  Warwick. 

George  Robert  Earlof  Buckingham- 
shire. 

Charles  William  Earl  Fitzwilliam. 

George  Earl  of  Egremont. 

Francis  Earl  of  Guilford. 

James  Earl  Cornwallis. 

Charles  Philip  Earl  of  Hardwicke. 

Henry  Stephen  Earlof  Ilchester. 

George  John  Earl  De  Lawarr.    {In 
another  place  as  Lord  Chamberlain  of 
the  Household,) 
b  2 


ir 
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William  Earl  of  Radnor. 

John  Charles  Earl  Spencer. 

Henry  George  Earl  Bathurst. 

Arthur  Blun DELL  San  dysTrumbull 

Earl  of  Hillsborough.     (Mcurquess 
of  Downshire.) 

George  William  Frederick  Earl  of 

Clarendon. 

Henry  Earl  of  Abergavenny. 

Charles  Chetwynd  Earl  Talbot. 

John  Earl  Strange.   (Duke  ofAthoU) 

Ernest  Augustus  Earl  of  Mount 
Edoecumbe. 

Hugh  Earl  Fortescue. 

Edward  Earl  of  Dig  by. 

George  Earl  of  Beverley. 

William  David  Earl  of  Mansfield. 

Henry  John  George  Earl  of  Carnar- 
von. 

Cii  A  rlesCecilCope  Earl  of  Liverpool. 
(In  another  place  as  Lord  Steward  of 
the  Household,) 

George  Earl  Cadogan. 

James  Howard  Earl  of  Malmesbury. 

FRANCIsWiLLIAMEarlofCHARLEMONT. 

(Lord  Charlemont,)     (Elected  for  Ire- 
land,) 

Stephen  Earl  of  Mount  Cashell. 
(Elected  for  Ireland,) 

John  Earl  of  Mayo.  (Elected  for 
Ireland,) 

William  Earl  of  Wick  low.  (Elected 
for  Ireland,) 

George  Charles  Earl  of  Lucan. 
(Elected  for  Ireland,) 

James  Earl  of  Bandon.  (Elected 
for  Ireland.) 

James     DupRi,     Earl    of    Caledon. 

(Elected  for  Ireland,) 

James  Alexander  Earl  of  Rosslyn. 

William  Earl  of  Craven. 

Arthur  Gt-oroe  Earl  of  Onslow. 

Charles  Earl  of  Romney. 

Henry  Thomas  Earl  of  Chichester. 

Thomas  Earl  of  Wilton. 

Edmund  Henry  Earl  of  Limerick. 
(Lord  Foiford, )  (Elected  for  Ireland, ) 

Edward  Earl  of  Powis. 

MoRATio  Earl  Nelson. 

Archibald  Earl  of  Gosford.     ( I^mi 
mgham.J    (Electedfor  Ireland,) 


Charles  William  Earl  of  Charle* 
viLLE.     (Electedfor  Ireland,) 

Charles  Herbert  Earl  Manvers. 

Horatio  Earl  of  Orford. 

Charles  Earl  Grey. 

William  Earl  of  Lonsdale. 

Dudley  Earl  of  Harrowby. 

Henry  Earl  of  Harewood. 

Gilbert  Earl  of  Minto. 

William  Schaw  Earl  Cathcart. 

James  Walter  Earl  of  Verulam. 

John  Earl  Brown  low. 

William  Earl  of  Saint  Germans. 

Edmund  Earl  of  Morlet. 

George  Augustus  Frederick  Henry 
Earl  of  Bradford. 

John  Reginald  Earl  Beauciiamp. 

Richard  Earl  of  Glen  gall.    (Elected 
for  Ireland,) 

Thomas  Philip  Earl  de  Grey. 

John  Earl  of  Eldon. 

George  Henry  Earl  of  Falmouth. 

Richard  William  Penn  Earl  Howr. 

John  Somers  Earl  Somers. 

John  Edward  Cornwallis  Earl  of 
Stradbroke. 

Windham  Henry  Earl  of  Dunraten. 
(Electedfor  Ireland.) 

Charles  William  Earl  Vane.  (Mar- 
quess of  Londonderry,) 

William  Pitt  Earl  Amherst. 

John  Frederick  Earl  Cawdor. 

William  George  Earl  of  Munster. 

William  Earl  of  Burlington. 

Robert  Earlof  Campbrdowm. 

Thomas  William  Earl  of  Licufibld. 

George  Frederick  D'Arcy  Earl  of 
Durham. 

Frederick  John  EarlofRiPON. 

Granville  Earl  Granville. 

Kenneth  Alexander  Carl  of  Effing- 
ham. 

Henry  George  Francis  Earlof  Ducib. 

Charles  Elarl  of  Yarborouoh. 

James  Henry  Robert  Earl  Innes. 
( Duke  of  Roxburgke,) 

Thomas  William  Earl  of  Leicester. 

William  Earl  of  Lovelace. 

Thomas  Earl  of  Zetland. 

Gkorur  Earl  of  Auckland. 
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Charles    Noel      Earl    of    Gainsbo- 
rough. 

William  Fitzhardinge    Earl  Fitz- 

HARDINGE. 

Hehry  Viscoont  Hereford. 

John  Viscount  Arbuthnott.    (Elected 
for  Scotland.) 

JAMEsViscount  Strathallan.  (Elected 
for  Scotland.) 

Henry  Viscount  Bolingbroke  and  St. 
John. 

George  Viscount  Torrington. 

Augustus   Fredbrick  Viscount  Lein- 
ster.  (Dtike  of  Leinster.) 

Henry  Viscount  Maynard. 
John  Robert  Viscount  Sydney. 
Samuel  Viscount  Hood. 

John  Viscount  De  Vesci.    (Elected  for 
Ireland.) 

Hayes  Viscount  Doneraile.     (Elected 
for  Ireland.) 

CoRNWALLis     Viscount     Hawarden. 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

J0HNBRUCERlCUARDVi8C0Unt0*NEILL. 

(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Edward  Jervis  Viscount  St.  Vincent. 

Robert  Viscount  Melville. 

Henry  Viscount  Sidmouth. 

Robert    Edward    Viscount    Lorton. 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Warwick  Viscount  Lake. 

George  Viscount  Gordon.     (Earl  of 
Aberdeen.) 

Edward  Viscount  Exmouth. 

John     Hely    Viscount    Hutchinson. 
(Earl  of  Donoughmore.J 

William  Carr  Viscount  Beresford. 

William  TnoMAsViscountCLANCARTY. 

(Earl  of  Clancarty.) 

Stapleton  Viscount  Combermere. 

Charles  John  Viscount  Canning. 

Charles  Viscount  Canterbury. 

John  Viscount  Ponsonby. 

Rowland  Viscount  Hill* 

Charles  James  Bishop  of  London. 
Edward  Bisbop  of  Durham. 
Chari^es  Richard  Bp.of  WiNCHEstER. 
George  Henry  Bp.of  Bath  &  Wells 
John  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 
WiLiiiAM  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph. 


Christopher  Bishop  of  Bangor. 

Hugh  Bishop  of  Carlisle. 

George  Bishop  of  Rochester. 

Edward  Bishop  of  Llandaff. 

John  Bird  Bishop  of  Chester. 

Richard  Bishop  of  Oxford. 

James  Henry  Bishop  of  Gloucester, 

and  Bristol. 
Henry  Bishop  of  Exeter. 

Joseph  Bishop  of  Ely. 

Charles  Thomas  Bishop  of  Ripon. 

Edward  Bishop  of  Salisbury. 

Edward  Bishop  of  Norwich. 

Thomas  Bishop  of  Hereford. 

Georoe   Bishop  of  Peterborough. 

James  Bishop  of  Lichfield. 

CoNNOP  Bishop  of  St.  David's. 

Henry   Bishop  of  Wo rc ester. 

AsHURST  Turner, Bp.of  Chichester. 

Richard  Bishop  of  Down,  Connor,  and 
Dromore. 

James  Thomas   Bishop   of   Leighlin, 
Ferns,  and  Ossory. 

Samuel  Bp.  ofCoRKy  CLOYNE^and  Ross. 

William     Lennox     Lascelles    Lord 
De  Ros. 

Jacob  Lord  Hastings. 

George  Edward  Lord  Aiy}LEY. 

Peter     Robert     Lord    Willouohby 

D*Eresby. 

Thomas  Lord  Dacre. 

Charles  Rodolph  Lord  Clinton. 

Thomas  Lord  Camoys. 

Thomas  Miles  Lord  Beaumont. 

William  Lord  Stourton. 

Henry  Lord  Berners. 

Henry  Peyto  Lord  Willoughby  De 

Broke. 
George  Lord  Vaux,  of  Harrowden. 

Henry  Lord  Paget. 

St.    Andrew    Beauchamp    Lord    St. 

John  of  Bletso. 
Charles  Augustus  Lord  Howard  de 

Walden. 

George  Harry  Lord  Grey  of  Groby. 

William  Francis  Henry  Lord  Petre. 

Gregory    William    Lord    Saye   and 
Sele. 

Henry  Benedict  Lord  Arundell  of 
Wardour. 


ti  THE   LOR 

John  Lord  Clifton.  (EarlofDamley.) 

Joseph  Thaddeus  Lord  Dormer. 

George  Henry  Lord  Teynham. 

George  William  Lord  Stafford. 

George  Anson  Lord  Byron. 

William  Lord  Ward. 

Hugh    Charles    Lord    Cliffprd    of 
Chudleigh. 

James  Och  on  car  Lord  Forbes.  (Elected 
for  Scotland,) 

Alexander    George    Lord  Saltoun. 
(Elected  for  Scotland.) 

Charles  Lord  Sinclair.    (Elected for 
Scotland,) 

John    Lord    Colville    of     Culross. 
(Elected  for  Scotland,) 

Eric  Lord  Reay.  ( Elected  for  Scotland.) 

John  Lord  Rollo.  (Elected for  Scotland.) 

Edmund  Lord  Boyle.    (Earl  of  Cork 
and  Orrery,) 

Thomas  Robert  Ix^rd  Hay.    (Earl  of 
KinnouL) 

DiGBT  liOrd  MlDDLETON. 

William  John  Lord  Monson. 

Henry  Lord  Montfort. 

George  William   Frederick    Lord 
Bruce. 

Frederick  Lord  Ponsonby.     (Earl  of 
Beisborongh,) 

George  John  Lord  Sondes. 

Nathaniel  Lord  Scarsdalr. 

George  Lord  Boston. 

Henry  Edward  Lord  Holland. 

George  James  Lord  Lovel  and  Hol- 
land.    (Earl  of  Egmant.) 

George  John  Lord  Vernon. 

John   Douglas  Cdmtard  Henry  Lord 
Sun  DREDGE.     (Duke  of  Argyll.) 

Edward  William  Lord  Hawke. 

Thomas  Henry  I^rd  Foley. 

GKOR(iE  Taliiot  I^rd  Dynevor. 

Thomas  I^rd  Walsixgham. 

William  Lord  BAiior. 

Charles  Lord  Southampton. 

Fletcher  Lord  Graxti.ky. 

TiioMAi  Jamf.s  Lord  Rodney. 

John  Ix)rd  Carteret. 

Richard  Noel  Lord  Berwick. 

John  Lord  Shkr borne. 

Henry  James  Montagu  Lord  Mon- 
tagu. 
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Henry   Lord  Tyrone.    (Marquesi  of 
Waterford,) 

Richard    Lord    Carleton.    (Earl  of 
Shannon.) 

Edward  Lord  Suffield. 

Guy  Lord  Dorchester. 

George  Lord  Kenyon. 

Richard  Lord  Braybrooke. 

George  Augustus  Lord  Pisherwick. 
(Marqueu  qf  Dtmegal,) 

Archibald  Lord  Doug  las  of  Douglas. 

Henry  Hall  Lord  Gage.  fVise.Oage.) 

Edward  Thomas  Lord  Thurlow. 

George  William  Lord  Lyttelton. 

HRNRYLordMENDiP.  (ViscouniClifden,) 

Francis     Lord     Stuart    of    Castle 
Stuart.     (Earl  of  Moray,) 

Randolph  Lord  Stewart  of  Garlies 
(Earl  of  Galloway.) 

James    Thomas     Lord    Saltersford. 
(Earl  of  Courtown.) 

George  Alan  Lord  Brodrick.    (Vis* 
count  Midleton.) 

George  Lord  Calthorpe. 

Robert  John  Lord  Carrington. 

Henry  William  Lord  Bayning. 

William  Powlett  Lord  Bolton. 

William  Lord  Lowtuer 

John  Lord  Wodehouse* 

John  Lord  Northwick. 

Thomas  Athkrton  Lord  Lilford. 

Thomas  Lord  Ribblesdale. 

JoiiNLordFiTEOiBBOV.  (Earl  of  Clare.) 

Edward    Wadding    Lord    Dunsary. 
(Elected  for  IrekuuLj 

Cadwalladkr  Davis  Lord  Blaynby. 
(Elected  far  Ireland*) 

John    Lord    Career y.     (EkcM  for 
Ireland,) 

Henry  Lord  Parnham.    (Elected  for 
Ireland,) 

Robert   Lord    Clon brock.      (EUcled 

for  Ireland,) 
Edward  Lord  Crofton.     (Elected  for 

Ireland). 
Hf.nry  I/>rd  Dunallky.     (Elected  for 

Ireland,) 
Henry      Francis      Seymour      Lord 

Moore.     (Marquesi  of  Drogkeda.) 

JcMiN  L0FTU9  Lord  Loftus.    (Marqueu 
ofEly.) 
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John  Lord  Car YBfOBT.  (Earlof  Carys^ 

fort.) 
William  Lord  Alvanley. 
George  Lord  Abbrcrombt. 
JoiiK  Thomas  Lord  Redebdale. 
Qborgs  Lord  Rivers. 
Edward  Lord  Ellenborough. 
Arthur  MoYSEsWiLLiAMLordSAMDYs. 

George  Augustus  Frederick  Chas. 
Lord  Sheffield.    (Earl  of  Shield,) 

David  Montag(7  Lord  Erskine. 
Howe    Peter     Lord    Mont    Eagle. 
(Marquess  qf  Sligo.) 

Archibald  William  LordARDRossAN. 
(Earl  of  Eglintoun.) 

James    Lord    Lauderdale.     (Earl  of 
Lauderdale,) 

George  Arthur  Hastings  Lord  Gra- 
NARD.    (Earl  of  Oranard.) 

Hungerford  Lord  Crewe. 

Alan  Legge  Lord  Gardner. 

John  Thomas  Lord  Manners. 

John    Lord   Hopetoun  and    Niddry. 
(Earl  of  Hopetoun.) 

Richard  Lord  Castlemaine.  {Elected 
for  Ireland.) 

Thomas  Lord  Lynedoch. 

Jambs    Andrew      Lord     Dalhousie. 
(Earl  of  Dalhousie.) 

George  Lord  Meldrum.     (Marquess 
qf  Huntly.) 

George  Lord  Ross.    (Earl of  Glasgow.) 

William    Willoughby    Lord   Grin- 

STE A  D.     (Earl  of  EnniskUlen.) 
Edmund  Henry  Lord  Foxford.    (/n 

another  place  as  Earl  of  Limerick.) 
Francis  Almeric  Lord  Churchill. 
William  Lord  Melbourne.    (Viscount 

Melbourne.) 
William  Oeoroe  Lord  Harris. 
Algernon  Lord  Prudroe* 
Charles  Lord  Colchester. 
William    Schomberg    Robert  Lord 

KsR.    (Marquess  qf  Lothian.) 
Francu  Nathaniel    Lord  Minster, 

(Marquess  Conyngham.) 

Joflir  tjjitd  Ormonde.     (Marquess  of 
Omumde.) 

F&AKCisLordWEMYS]s(£arZ  ofWemyss.) 

Robert  Lord  Clanbrassil.    {Earl  of 
Roden.) 


Robert  Lord  Kingston.  (Earl  of 
Kingston. ) 

Edward  Michael  I^rd  Silchester* 
{Earl  of  Longford.) 

George  Augustus  Frederick  John 
Lord  Glenlyon. 

William  Lord  Maryborough.    {Earl 

of  Morning  ton.) 

John  Lord  Oriel.   (Viscount  Ferrard.) 

Thomas  Henry  Lord  Ravensworth. 

Thomas  Lord  Delamere. 

John  George  Weld  Lord  Forester. 

John  James  Lord  Rayleigh. 

Ulysses  Lord  Downes.  (Elected  for 
Ireland.) 

Nicholas  Lord  Bexley. 

Robert  Francis  Lord  Gifford. 

Percy  Clinton  Sydney  Lord  Pens- 
hurst.     {Viscount  Strangford.) 

William  Lord  Tadc aster.  {In  an* 
other  place  as  Marquess  of  Thomond.) 

Ulick  John  Lord  Somerhill.  {Mar^ 
quess  of  Clanricarde. ) 

James  Lord  Wig  AN.  {EarlofBakarres.) 

Thomas  Lord  Ranfurly.  {Earl  of 
Ranfurly.) 

George  Lord  De  Tabley. 

James  Archibald  Lord  Wharncliffe. 

fin  another  place  as  Lord  President  of 
the  Council.  J 

William  Lord  Feversham. 

Charles  Rose  Lord  Seaford. 

John   Singleton    Lord   Lyndhurst. 

{In  another  place  as  Lord  Chancellor.) 
J  a  m  Es  Lord  Fife.     {Earl  of  Fife.) 
John  Henry  Lord  Tenterden. 
WilliamConyngham  LordPLUNKET. 
Thomas  Lord  Melros.      (Earl  of  Had- 

ding  ton.  J 
Henry  Lord  Cowley 
Charles  Lord  Stuart  de  Rothesay. 
William  Lord  Heytesbury. 
Archibald     John     Lord    Rosebery. 

(Earl  of  Rosebery.) 
Richard  Lord  Clanwilliam.     (Earl 

of  ClanwiUiam.) 
Edward  Lord  Skelmersdale. 
Thomas  Lord  Wallace. 
William  Draper  Lord  Wynford. 
Henry  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux. 
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William  George  Lord  Kilmarnock. 
(Earl  of  ErroUJ 

Arthur  James  Lord  Finoall.    {Earl 
ofFinyall.) 

Charles  William  Lord  Septov.  {Earl 
o/Sefion.) 

Nathaniel  Lord  Clements.     (Earl  of 
Leitrim,) 

George  William   Fox  Lord  Rossie. 
(Lord  KmnaircLJ 

TiioMAi  Lord  Ken  LIS.    (Marquess  of 
HeadforL) 

John  Chambre  Lord  CiiAWORTH.  (Earl 
of  Meath.) 

Alexander  Edmtard  Lord  Dunmore. 
{Earl  of  Dunmore.) 

Robert  Montgomery  Lord  Hamilton. 
{Lord  Belhaven  and  Stenion.) 

John  Hobart  Lord  Homtden. 

William  Lord  Panmure. 

George  Warwick  Lord  Poltimore. 

Edward  Pryce  Lord  Mostyn. 

Hbnrt  Spencer  Lord  Templemore. 

William  Lewis  Lord  Dinorben. 

Valentine  Browne  Lord  Cloncurry. 

James  Lord  De  Saumarez. 

Francis  Godolphin  Lord  Godolphin. 

Lucius LordHuNSDON.  {Vise. Falkland,) 

Charles  Callis  Lord  Western. 

Thomas  Lord  Denman. 

John  William  Lord  Duncannon. 

William  Lord  Fitzgerald. 

James  Lord  Abinger. 

Philip  Charles  Lord  De  L*1sl£  and 
Dudley. 

Alexander  Lord  Ashburton. 

Charles  Lord  Glenelo. 

Edward  John  Lord  Hatiierton. 

John  Lord  Strappord. 
Archibald   Lord  Worlingham.    (Ih 
another  place  as  Earl  of  Gosford.) 

Charles  Christopher  Lord  Cotten- 

IIAM. 


Henry  Lord  Langdale. 
Edward  Berkeley  Lord  Portman. 
Thomas  Alexander  Lord  Lovat. 
William  Lord  Bateman. 
Francis  William  Lord  Charlemont. 
( In  anoikerplaceasEarlofCharlemomt.) 

Anthony     Adrian     Lord     Kintore. 
(Earl  of  Kintore.) 

Cornelius  Lord  Lismore.    (Fisoouni 
Lismore.) 

Henry  Robert  Lord  Rossmore. 

Robert  Shaplakd  Lord  Carew. 

William  Francis  Spencer  Lord  De 
Mauley. 

John  Lord  Wrottesley. 

Charles  Lord  Sudbley. 

Paul  Lord  Methuen. 

Frederick  Jambs  Lord  Beau  vale. 

Richard    Wogan     Lord     Furnival. 

{Lord  Talbot  ofMalahide.) 

John  Thomas  Lord  Stanley  of  Al* 

OERLEY. 

Henry  Lord  Stuart  de  Decies. 

Chandos  Lord  Leigh  ofSTONELEioH. 

Paul  Beilby  Lord  Wenlock. 

Charles  Lord  Lurgan. 

Nicholas  William  Lord  Colborne. 

Arthur  Lord  De  Freyne. 

Jamis  Lord  Dunpermlire. 

Thomas  Lord  Montbagle  of  Brandon. 

John  Lord  S baton. 

John  Lord  Kbanb. 

John  Lord  Campbell. 

John  LordOxENFooRD.  (£ar/o/iS^air.) 

Valentine  Lord  Ken  mare.    {Earl  of 
Kenmare.) 

George  Hamilton  Lord  Ennishowen 
aod  Carrickperous. 

Charles  Crespigny  Lord  Vivian. 
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Purpose  within  the  House  ^*  or  for  the  Purpose  of  proceeding  forth  to  Westminster 
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Sir    Charles    Broke  Vera 

K.CB. 

{Western  Division.) 
Robert  Rushbroke, 
Harry  Spencer  Wadding- 
ton. 

Sunderland. 
David  Barclay, 
Rt.    hon.    Henry    (Grey) 
Viscount  Howick. 


Sif 


litiof 


So 


(Eoiterm  DMsion,) 
Henrj  Kembley 
Edmaod  Antxdbu^. 

( Western  Dwision,) 
William  Joseph  DenisoDy 
John  Trotter. 

Sussex. 
{Eoitem  Division.) 
George  Darb^» 
Augustus  EllioU  Fuller. 

{Western  Division,) 
Hon.  Charles  Henry  (Gor- 
don   LeoQox)    Earl    of 
March, 
Charles  Wyndhani. 

SWAVSEA. 

John  Henry  Vivian. 

TaM  WORTH. 

Rt.  bon.  Sir  Robert  Peel.bt., 
Edward  Henry  A*Court. 

Tauntom. 
Rt.  bon.  Henry  Laboucbere, 
Sir  Thomas  Edward  Cole- 
brooke,  bt. 

Tavistock. 
John  Rundle» 

Hoo.    (Edward     Russell) 
Lord  £.  Russell. 
Tewkesbury. 
William  I>owdeswelly 
John  Martin. 

Thktpord. 
Hon.    WiUitm     Bioghim 

Baring, 
Sir  James  Flower,  bt. 

TlIlESK. 

John  Bell. 

TlVERTOV. 

John  Heathcoat, 
Rt.    hon.     Henry     John 
Viscount  Palmerston. 

TOTNEAS. 

Hon.    Edward    Adolphus 
(Seymour) Lord  Seymour, 
Charles  Barry  Baldwin. 

TowER  Hamlets. 
Sir  William  Clay,  bt., 
Charles  Richard  Fox. 

Truro. 
John  Ennis  Vivian, 
Edmund  Turner. 

Tynemoutii. 
Henry  Mitcalfe. 

Wakefield. 
Hoo.  William  Sebright  Las- 
celles. 
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Wallivgpord. 
WOliam    Seymour    Black- 
stone. 

Walsall. 
Robert  Scotu 

Wareham. 
John  Samuel  Wanley  Saw- 
bridge  Erie  Drax. 

Warrington. 
John  Ireland  Blackburn. 

Warwick. 
Sir  Chas.  Eurwicke  Doug- 
las, knt., 
WUIiam  Collins. 

Warwickshire. 

{Northern  Division.) 
William  Stratford  Dugdale, 
Sir  John   Eardley   Eardley 

Wilmot,  bt. 

(Southern  Division.) 
Sir  John  Mordaunt,  bt, 
Evelyn  John  Shirley. 

Wells. 
William  Goodenough  Hay- 

ter, 
Richard  Blakemore. 

Wenlock. 
Hon.  George  CecU  Weld 

Forester, 
James  Milnes  Gaskell. 

WlSTBURY. 

Sir  Ralph  Lopet,  bt. 

Westminster. 
John  Temple  Leader, 
Hon.  Henry  John  Rous. 

Westmoreland* 
William  Thompson, 
Hon.  Henry  C^ecil  Lowther. 

Weymouth  and  Mel- 
coMBB  Regis. 
Ralph  Bemal, 
William  Dougal  Christie. 

Whitby. 
Aaron  Chapman. 

Whitehaven. 
Matthias  Attwood. 

WlOAN. 

Peter  Greenall, 
Charles  Standish. 

Wight,  (Isle  or). 
Hon.  William  Henry  Ashe 
A'C^urt  Holmes. 
Wilton. 
Hon.  James  Charles  Her- 
bertWelbore  Kllit(Agar) 
Viscount  Sonestoo. 


Wiltbhirb. 
(Northern  DimskmJ) 
Sir  Francis  BurdeU,  bl., 
Walter  Long. 

(Sontkem  Disngion.) 
John  BeneCt, 
Hoo.  Sklney  Herbert. 
Winchester. 
James  Boiler  East, 
Bickham  Escot. 

Windsor. 
John  Ramsboltom, 
Ralph  Neville. 

Woodstock. 
Frederic  Tbesiger. 

Wolverhampton. 
Hon.  Charles  Pelham  Vi|. 

liers, 
Thomas  Tbonidy. 

Worcester. 
Sir  Thomas  WiUe,  Int., 
Joseph  Baiky. 

Worcbstbrshire. 

{Eastern  Division.) 
John  Bameby, 
James  Arthur  Taylor* 

{Western  Dimsiim.) 
Hon.    Henry    BeaBchamp 

Lvgon, 
Frederick  Winn  Kniglit 

Wycombe  (Chipfino). 
(^orge  Henry  Dashwood, 
Ralph  Bemal. 

Yarmouth    (Great). 
Charles  Edwaid  Rambold. 
Williaiii  WiMiert. 

York. 
John  Heorv  LowtbeVi 
Henry  Qakaciia  Rodhead 
Yorke. 

Yorkshire. 
{East  Ridmg.) 
Henry  Broadley, 
Right  hoo.  BetBosool  Lord 
Hotham. 

( West  JMuM.) 
Hon.  John  Staart  Wortley, 
Edmund  Beckett  Dtnisoo. 

{North  Riding.) 
Hon.  Octavtos  Duncombe, 
Edward  StUUogBeet   Cay- 
ley. 


S«H 


SCOTLAND. 

Aberdefn. 
AlexaiKier  BanncnDon^ 


Idti€f 

AlBRDlSKtHIRB. 

Hod.  Wm.  Gordon. 

ARGTLSSniRE. 

Alexander  Campbell. 

Ayr,  &c. 
Hoo.(PatrickJa]ne8  Herbert 
Cricbton    Staart)    Lord 
P.  J.  H.  C.  Stuart. 
Ayrshire. 
Hon.  Jamei  (Boyle  Carr) 
ViaooQDt  Kelbame. 

Banffshire. 
James  Duff. 

Berwickshire. 

Sir    Hagb    Purvis    Hume 

Campbell,  bt. 

Buteshire. 

Hon. James  Stuart  Wortley. 

Caithvess^shire. 
George  TraiL 

Clackmannan  and 

KiNROS-SHIRES. 

WUliam  Morrison. 

Dumbartonshire. 
Alexander  Smollett. 
Dumfries,  &c. 
'  William  Ewart. 

Dumfriesshire. 
John  James  Hope  John- 
stone. 

Dundee. 
George  Duncan. 

Dtsart  &c. 
Robert  Ferguson. 

Edinburgh. 
Rt.  hon.  Thomas  Babing- 

ton  Macaulay, 
William  Gibson  Craig. 

Edinburghshire. 
WOliam  Ramsay  Ramsay. 

Elgin,  &c. 
Sir  Andrew  Leith  Hay,knt. 

Elginshire  and  Nairne. 
Charles  Lennox  Gumming 
Bruce. 

FiFESniRE. 

James  Erskine  Wemyss. 

Forfarshire. 
Hon.  (John  Frederick  Gor- 
don) Lord  J.  F.  Gordon. 
Glasgow. 
James  Oswald, 
JohnDennistoun. 

Greenock. 
Robert  Wallace. 

Haddington,  &c. 
laiBM  Maiilaod  l^four. 
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Haddingtonshire. 
Sir  Thomas  Buchan  Hep- 
burn, bt. 

Inverkeithing,  &c. 
Hon.  Archibald  (Primrose) 
Lord  Dalmeny. 
Inverness,  &c. 
James  Morrison. 

Invernessshire. 
Henry  James  Baillie. 

Kincardineshire. 
Hon.  Hugh  Arbuthnott. 

Kirkcudbright. 
Alexander  Murray. 

Kirkwall,  &c. 
James  Loch. 

Lanarkshire. 
William  Lockhart. 

Leith,  &c. 
Rt.  hon.  Andrew  Ruther- 
furd. 

Linlithgow,  &c. 
William  Baird. 

Linlithgowshire. 
Hon.  Charles  Hope. 
Montrose,  Inverber- 
vie, &c. 
Joseph  Hume. 

Orkney  and  Shetland 

Shires. 
Frederick  Dundas. 
Paisley. 
Archibald  Hastie. 

Peebleshire. 
William  Forbes  Mackenzie. 

Perth. 
Rt.  hon.  Fox  Maule. 

Perthshire. 
Henry  Home  Drummond. 

Renfrew,  &c. 
Alexander  Johnston. 

Renfrewshire. 
Patrick  Maxwell  Stewart. 

Ross  AND  CrOMARTY- 
SHIRES. 

Thomas  Mackenzie. 

Roxburghshire. 
Hon.  Francis  Scott. 

St.Andrew's,Cupar,&c. 
Edward  Ellice. 

Selkirkshire. 
Alexander  Pringle. 

Stirlingshire. 
William  Forbes. 

Sutiierlandshire. 
David  Dundas. 


Memberi* 

Wigton,  &c. 
Sir  John  MTaggart,  bt. 

Wigtonshire. 
John  Dalrymple. 
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IRELAND. 

Antrim. 
John  Irving, 
Nathaniel  Alexander. 

Armagh. 
Hon.  Archibald  (Acheson) 

Viscount  Acheson, 
William  Vemer. 

Armagh  (City.) 
John  Dawson  RaWdon. 

Athlone. 
Daniel  Henry  Farrell. 

Bandon-Bridge. 
Hou.Frances(Bernard)  Vis 
count  Bernard. 
Belfast. 
James  Emerson  Tennent, 
David  Robert  Ross. 

Carlow. 
Henry  Bruen, 
Thomas  Bunbury. 

Carlow  (Borough.) 
Brownlow  Villiers  Layard. 

Carrickfergus. 
Peter  Kirk. 

Cashbll* 
Joseph  Stock. 

Cavan, 

John  Young, 

Clare. 
William    Nugent    M'Na- 

mara, 
Cornelius  O'Brien. 
Clonmsl. 
Rt.    hon.   David   Richard 
Pigot. 

coleraine. 

Cork* 
Daniell  O'Connell, 
Edmund  Burke  Roche. 

Cork  (City.) 
Francis  Slack  Murphy, 
Daniel  Callaghan. 
Donegal. 
Sir  Edmund  Samuel  Hayes, 
bt., 

Edward  Michael  Conolly. 


Xfi 


Uttof 


Dowv. 

Rt.  hoo.  Frederick  William 
Robert  (Stewart)  Vis- 
count CasUereagh, 

Hoo.  Arthur  Wilb  Blundell 
Sandys  Trumbull  Wind- 
sor (Hill)  Earl  of  Hills, 
borough. 

DOWNPAT&ICK. 

Darid  Stewart  Kerr. 
Orogheda. 
Sir  William  Meredytb  So- 
menrille,  bt. 

Dublin. 
James  Hans  Hamilton, 
Thomas  Edward  Taylor. 

Dublin  (City.) 
Edward  Qrogan, 
William  Henry  Gregory. 
Dublin  (University.) 
Rt.  bon.  Frederick  Shaw, 

OUNDALK. 

Thos.  Nicholas  Redington. 

DUNGANNON. 

Hon.  Thomas  (Knoi)  Vis- 
count Northland. 

DUNGARVAN. 

Rt.  hon.  Richard  Lalor 
Sbeil. 

Ennib. 
Hewitt  Bridgeman. 

Enniskillbn. 
Hon.  Arthur  Henry  Cole. 

Fermanagh. 
Sir  Arthur  Brinsley  Brooke, 

bt., 
Mervyn  Archdall. 
Galway. 
John  James  Bodkin, 
Thomas  Barnewell  Martin. 

Oalwat  (Borough). 
Martin  Joseph  Blake, 
Sir  Valentine  Blake,  bt. 

Kerry. 
Hon.  William  Browne, 
Morgan  John  O'Connell, 

Kildare. 
Richard  More  OTerrall, 
Robert  Aichbold. 

Kilkenny. 
Hon.  Pierse  Butler, 
George  Bryan. 
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Kilkenny  (Borough). 
John  0*ConneU. 

King's  (County). 
Hon.  John  Craven Westenra, 
Sir  Andrew  Armstrong,  bt. 

Kinsale. 
William  Henry  Watson. 

Leitrim. 

Hoo.  William  Sydney  (Cle- 
ments)  Viscount  Cle- 
ments, 

Samuel  White. 

Limerick. 
WiUiam  Smith  O'Brien, 
Caleb  Powell. 

Limerick  (City). 
Sir  David  Roche,  bt., 
John  O'Brien. 

LiSBURN. 

Henry  Meynell. 

Londonderry. 
Robert  Bateson, 
Theobald  Jones. 

Londonderry  (City.) 
Sir  Robert  Alexander  Fer- 
guson, bt. 

Longford. 
Anthony  Lefroy. 
Henry  White. 

Louth. 
Rich.  Montesquieu  Bellew, 
Hon.  Thomas  Vesey  Daw- 
son. 

Mallow. 
Sir  Chas.  Denham  Orlando 
Jephson  Norreys,  bt. 

Mayo. 
Robert  Dillon  Browne, 
Mark  Blake. 

Meatii. 
Matthew  Elias  Corbally, 
Henry  Orattan. 

MONAGIIAN. 

Evelyn  Philip  Shirley, 

Newry. 
Hon.  Francis  Jack  (Need- 
ham)    Viscount    Newry 
and  Mome. 


JV<fln6fn* 

Porta  rlivotov. 
Rt    hoo.    George    Liooel 
DawioD  Darner. 

Queen's  (County). 
Sir  Chas.  Henry  Coote,  bt.» 
Hon.  Thomas  Veeey. 
Ross,  (New). 
Hon.  Robert  Gore. 

ROSSCOMMON. 

Fitzstephen  French, 
Denis  O'Conor,  (The  0*Co- 
nor  Don). 

Sligo. 
John  Ffolliott, 
William  Richard    OroMby 
Gore. 

Sligo  (Borough.) 
John  Patrick  Somers. 

TiFPERARY. 

Valentine  Maher, 

Hon.  Robert  Otway  Cate. 

Tralee. 
Maurice  0*Connell. 

Tyrone. 
Right  hoo.  Henry  ThooMt 

Lowry  Corry, 
Hon.    ((3aud     Hamilton) 

Lord  C.  Hamilton. 

Waterford. 
WiUitm  Villiers  Stoart, 
Hoo.RobLShapland  Carew. 

Waterford  (City.) 
Sir  Henry  Winsioo    Bar- 

ron,  bt. 
Thomas  Wyse. 

Westmeato. 
Hugh  Morgan  Tuite, 
Benjamin  James  Chapman. 

Wexford. 
Villiers  Francis  Haltoo, 
James  Power. 

Wexford  (Borouoii.) 
Sir  Thomas  Esmoode,  U. 

WiCKLOW, 

William  Acton, 

Sir  Ralph  Howard,  be 

YoUOilALL. 

Hoo.  Charles  Compton  Ca* 
Tendish. 


HANSARD'S 

PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES, 

In  the  Third  Session  of  the  F  ourteenth 
Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  appointed  to  meet  11  Novem- 
ber, 1841,  and  from  thence  continued  till  2  February, 
IN  the   Sixth   Year  of 


HER  MAJESTY  QUEEN  VICTORIA. 


FIRST  VOLUME  OF  THE  SESSION. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 

Thursday ^  February  2,  1843. 

Ifnnmii.3    Earl  of  Auddand,  and  Viicount  Ponsonbyi  of 

Isnokiny,  intzoduced  and  took  the  Oaths. 

▼iaeouiit  HQl,  Lord  Rodney,  and  Lord  Vivian  sat  first 
la  Par&ament. 

▼iaeoiiBt  OT^cU,  Representative  Peer  for  Ireland,  v. 
▼iMOimt  Gort,  deCi— Certificate  Read. 

Eari  of  Shafteabory  ^ipointed  Chairman  of  Committees. 
Bui.    1^  Select  VcstrisB.. 

MEETING  OF  parliament.] 
The  Parliament  was  this  day  Opened 
by  CkmimissioD,  the  Lords  Commissioners 
beiog  the  Lord  high  Chancellor ;  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury ;  the  Lord  President 
of  the  Cooncil ;  Lord  WharnclifFe ;  the 
Lord  Prif  y  Seal ;  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh  ; 
and  the  E^rl  of  Shaftesbury.  The  Com- 
iDOos  being  at  the  Bar  with  their  Speaker, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  delivered  the  Lords 
Commissioners'  Speech  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  as  follows  : — 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
"  We  are  commanded  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty to  acquaint  you,  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty receives  from  all  Princes  and 
States  Assurances  of  a  friendly  Dispo- 


sition  towards  this  Country,  and  of  an 
earnest  Desire  to  co-operate  with  Her 
Majesty  in  the  Maintenance  of  general 
Peace. 

"  By  the  Treaty  which  Her  Majesty 
has  concluded  with  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  by  the  Adjustment  of 
those  Differences  which,  from  their 
long  Continuance,  had  endangered  the 
Preservation  of  Peace,  Her  Majesty 
trusts  that  the  amicable  Relations  of 
the  Two  Countries  have  been  con- 
firmed. 

"The  increased  Exertions  which, 
by  the  Liberality  of  Parliament,  Her 
Majesty  was  enabled  to  make  for 
the  Termination  of  Hostilities  with 
China,  have  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful. 

"The  Skill,  Valour,  and  Disci- 
pline of  the  Naval  and  Military 
Forces  employed  upon  this  Service 
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have  been  most  eonspieuoas,  and  hare  |  Operations  hare  been  directed,  and 
led  to  the  CJondnsion  of  Peace  upon    of  the  Constancy  and  Valoar  which 


the  Terms  proposed  by  Her  Majesty. 
^*  Her  Majesty  rejoices  in  the  Pro- 


have  been  manifested   by  the   Eu- 
ropean and  Native  Forces. 


spect  that,  by  the  free  Access  which  I  **  The  Saperiority  of  Her  Miyesty^s 
will  be  opened  to  the  principal  Marts  Arms  has  been  established  by  deci- 
of  that  popnlons  and  extensive  Em-  sive  Victories  on  the  Scenes  of  former 
pire.  Encouragement  will  be  given  ;  Disaster ;  aiid  the  complete  Liber- 
to  the  Commercial  Enterprise  of  Her  i  ation  of  Her  Majesty's  Sabjects  who 
People.  I  were  held  in  Captivity,  and  for  whom 

**  As  soon  as  the  Ratifications  of  Her  Majest}'  felt  the  deepest  Interest, 
the  Treaty  shall  have  been  exchanged,  |  has  been  effected, 
it  will  be  laid  before  yon.  |      **  We  are  commanded  by  Her  Ma- 

**  In  concert  with  Her  Allies,  Her  |  jesty  to  inform  you,  that  it  haa  not 
Majesty  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  been  deemed  advisable  to  continue 
for  the  Christian  Population  of  $^yria  !  the  Occupation  by  a  Military  Force 
the  Establishment  of  a  System  of  Ad-  <  of  the  Countries  to  the  Westward  of 
ministration  which  they  were  entitled  ,  the  Indus, 
to  expect  from  the  Engagements  of : 

the  Sultan  and  from  the  good  Faith  !  *'  Gentlemen  of  the    House  of 

of  this  Country.  j  Commons^ 

**  The  Differences  for  some  Time  .  '*  Her  Majesty  has  directed  the  Es- 
existing  between  the  Turkish  and  Per- .  timates  for  the  ensuing  Year  to  be 
sian  Uovemments  had  recently  led  to  :  laid  before  you. 
Acts  of  Hostility ;  but  as  each  of  these  I  *^  Such  Reductions  have  been  made 
States  has  accepted  the  joint  Medi-  in  the  Amount  of  the  Naval  and  Mill- 
ation  of  Great  Britain  and  Russia,  tary  Force  as  have  been  deemed  com* 
Her  Majesty  entertains  a  confident  patible,  under  present  cireumstanees, 
hope  that  their  mutual  Relations  will  nith  the  eflicient  Performance  of  die 
be  speedily  and  amicably  adjusted.      \  Public   Service  throughout  the  ez« 

*^  Her  Majesty  has  concluded  with   tended  Empire  of  Her  Majesty, 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  a  Treaty  of; 

Commerce  and    Navigation,    which  **  ^V  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

will  be  laid  before  you.  Her  Majesty  **  Her  Majesty  regrets  the  dimi- 
regards  this  Treaty  with  great  Satis-  '  nished  Receipt  from  some  of  the  or- 
faction,  as  the  Foundation  for  in-  '•  dinary  Sources  of  Revenue, 
creased  Intercourse  between  Iler  !  *'  Her  Majesty  fears  that  it  mutt  he 
Majesty's  Subjects  and  those  of  the  in  part  attribute  to  the  reduced  C-on- 
Emperor.  sumption  of  many  Articles  caused  by 

'*  Her  Majesty  is  happy  to  inform  that  Depression  of  the  Manufacturing 
you,  that  complete  Succohm  has  at-  Industry  of  the  Country  which  has 
tended  the  recent  Military  0|K*rations  so  long  prevailed,  and  which  Her 
in  Affghanistan.  Majenty  has  so  deeply  lamented. 

•*  Her  Majesty  has  the  greatest  '*  In  con.Hide ring,  however,  the  pre- 
SatiMfactitin  in  recording  Her  high  sent  State  of  the  Revenue,  Her  Ma- 
8en«e  of  the  Ahility  with  which  these  jesty  is  ai»sured  that  you  will  bear  ia 
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Mind   tbat   it   has  been  materially 

affected  by  the  extensive  Reductions 

in  the  Import  Duties  which  received 

jour  Sanction  during  the  last  Session 

of  Parliament,   and  that  little  Pro- 

gress  has  been  hitherto  made  in  the 

Collection  of  those  Taxes  which  were 

imposed  for  the  Purpose  of  supplying 

the   Deficiency  from  that  and  other 

Causes. 

"  Her  Majesty  feels  confident  that 
the  future  Produce  of  the  Revenue 
will  be  sufficient  to  meet  every  Exi- 
gency  of  the  Public  Service. 

**  Her  Majesty  commands  us  to  ac- 
quaint yoU|  that  Her  Majesty  derived 
die  utmost  Gratification  from  the 
Loyalty  and  afiectionate  Attachment 
to  Her  Majesty  which  were  mani«- 
fested  on  the  occasion  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Visit  to  Scotland. 

Her  Majesty  regrets  that  in  the 
course  of  last  Year  the  Public  Peace 
in  some  of  the  Manufacturing  Dis- 
triets  was  seriously  disturbed,  and  the 
Lires  and  Property  of  Her  Majesty's 
Sabjeets  were  endangered  by  tumul- 
taonii  Assemblages  and  Acts  of  open 
Violence. 

**  The  ordinary  Law,  promptly  en- 
forced, was  sufficient  for  the  effectual 
Repression  of  these  Disorders.  Her 
Majesty  confidently  relies  upon  its 
Efficacy,  and  upon  the  zealous  Sup- 
port of  Her  loyal  and  peaceable  Sub- 
jects, for  the  Maintenance  of  Tran- 
quility. 

"  We  are  commanded  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty to  acquaint  you,  that  Measures 
eoonected  with  the  Improvement  of 
the  Law,  and  with  various  Questions 
of  Domestic  Policy,  will  be  submitted 
for  your  Consideration. 

**  Her  Majesty  confidently  relies  on 
your  xealous  Endeavours  to  promote 
Am  PaWc  Welfare,  and   fervently 


prays  that  the  Favour  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence may  direct  and  prosper  your 
Counsels,  and  make  them  conducive 
to  the  Happiness  and  Contentment  of 
Her  People. 

Then  the  Commons  withdrew,  and  the 
Mouse  adjourned.  When  resumed,  and 
the  Lords  Commissioners  Speech  being 
reported  by  the  Lord  Chancellor, 

The  Address.]  The  Earl  of  Powis 
said — My  Lords,  in  rising  to  address 
your  Lordships,  to  propose  for  your 
luloption  an  Address  in  answer  to  the 
gracious  Speech  with  which  her  Majesty 
lias  been  pleased  to  direct  the  Lords 
(Commissioners  to  open  the  present  Par- 
liament, I  take  the  earliest  opportunity 
nf  congratulating  your  Lordships  upon  the 
happy  state  in  which  the  foreign  relations 
nf  this  country  stand,  and  the  prospect  of 
))eace,  which  is  extending  itself  through - 
nut  all  portions  of  the  habitable  globe 
(umnectea  with  the  British  empire.  My 
Lords,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  doing  this, 
not  as  a  matter  of  form,  but  in  sincerity 
and  truth ;  and  1  am  happy  to  say,  that  I 
l}clieve  it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  this  country  to  carry  out 
practically  that  principle  of  peace  which 
is  so  essential  to  the  benefit  of  the  British 
empire.  My  Lords,  I  ought  not  to  deal 
H'ith  this  question  generally.  I  ought  to 
consider  it  particularly,  and  I  think  I 
cannot  do  better  for  this  purpose  than  by 
adopting  the  course  laid  down  in  her  Ma- 
jesty's Speech.  The  importance  of  the 
iirst  great  question  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  your  Lordships  in  that 
Speech  cannot  be  doubted,  when  we  recol- 
lect that  it  has  been  the  subject  of  discus- 
sion between  the  two  countries  of  England 
and  the  United  States  for  upwards  of  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  and  when  the  result 
of  those  discussions  has  been  more  to  dis- 
agree than  to  arrive  at  an  amicable  settle- 
ment. Under  such  circumstances  it  ap- 
peared to  her  Majesty's  Government  hope- 
less to  pursue  the  usual  course  of  entering 
into  a  correspondence  between  the  secreta- 
ries of  state  for  the  two  countries.  It  was 
found  that  such  a  course  could  not  bring 
the  matter  to  a  satisfactory  result,  and  it 
was  therefore  determined  by  her  Majesty's 
Government  to  send  out  a  special  mission 
to  America,  and  for  that  purpose  they 
si^lected  a  noble  Lords  and  1  will  venture 
B2 
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to  say  there  never  occurred  greater  unaoi- 
mity  tbao  on  the  appointment  of  that 
noble  Lord.    The  result  of  that  mission 
has   perfectly  justi6ed    the    expectations 
formed  by  her  Majesty*s  GoTemment,  and 
the  noble  Lord    has  the   gratification   of 
knowing  that  he  has^  on  the  most  essential 
questions,  been  the  means  of  giving  that 
hope  and  expectation  of  permanent  peace 
which  ought  to  exist  between  two  nations 
boasting  a  common  origin,  and  possessing 
nobler  institutions  than  any  other  nations 
on  earth.     It  is  important  that  this  ques- 
tion should  be  set  at  rest,  because  it  has 
mixed  itself  up  with  all  communications 
between    this    country   and    the   United 
States.     It  has  been  a  sore  continual Iv  fes- 
tering,  and  whatever  differences  have  oc- 
curred they  have  been  continually  aggra- 
vated on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  by  the 
boundary  dispute.     This  question    is  now 
fortunately   set  at  rest ;   and  I  hope  and 
trust  the  result  will   be  not  only  to  secure 
a   more   amicable  settlement  between  the 
citizens  of  the  two  countries,  but  will  be 
the   means  of  renewing  that  commercial 
intercourse  which  is  so  important  to  two 
such   extensive  communities.     The   next 
question  to  which  I  shall  tale  the  liberty 
of   directing    your    Lordships'  attention 
if     the    conclusion     of    the     war    with 
China.      A  very  few  short  months  only 
have  elapsed    since  last   we  met   in  this 
place,  and  I  believe  that,  at  that   time, 
there     was     not     one    of    your     Lord- 
ships who   entertained    any    expectation 
that,  with  regard  to  that  great  question, 
there  was  any  prospect  that  it  would  be 
80   speedilv    or   so    satisfactorily  settled. 
We  are  all  aware  that  nothing  can  equal 
the   gallantry,   the  xeal,  the  spirit,   and 
the  energy  of  British  troops  or  British 
•camen — but  we  did   not  expect  that  this 
war  would  so  soon  have  been  brought  to 
•uch   a  happy  result.       Our  troops  and 
seamen  had  to  encounter  many  difficulties 
and   dangers,    and   notwithstanding  they 
had  to  penetrate  into  an  unknown  country, 
and  had  to  encounter  the  dangers  of  the 
climate,  from  which  our  troops  have  suf- 
fered   more    than    from    the   sword.     All 
these   difficulties  and   dangers,    however, 
they  have  ovenrome.     They   have    shown 
themselves    worthy    of    their    cstabli!^he<l 
reputation,  and  have  taught  the  Chinese 
Emperor  that  ncace  with   the   British  em. 
pire  11  better  inan   a  continuation  of  that 
state  of  things  in  which  their  own  ob>ti- 
nacy    had  unfortunately    involved    them. 
It  it  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  perceive 


the  manner  in  which  her  Majesty  has  htat 
pleased  to  characterise  the  exertions  of  the 
troops  and  seamen,  both  native  and  British, 
employed  in  this  arduous  service.  The 
next  subject  to  which  I  wish  to  direct 
your  Lordkhips'  attention  is  the  conchisioo 
of  the  war  in  Affghani»tan.  That  war 
has  also  been  brought  to  a  happy  resalt. 
It  would  be  unmanly  if  I  attempted  to  deny 
the  sad  reverses  which  we  previously  expe- 
rienced in  the  country,  it  would  be  unoianly 
if  I  did  not  admit  that  the  difficulties  under 
which  we  laboured  in  that  country,  io 
consequence  of  those  reverses,  were  very 
great.  It  mu»t  be  admitted,  indeed,  that 
our  reverses  in  that  country  had  beeu 
disastrous  in  the  extreme.  Our  duty  io 
the  first  place  was  to  redeem  the  hoooor 
of  the  British  flag,  which  had  been  tar- 
nished, and  in  the  next  to  restore  to  liberty 
the  portion  of  her  Majesty's  subjects,  botn 
male  and  female,  who  had  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  detained  in  captivity  in  Afilgha- 
lystan.  I  will  not  now  stop  to  raise  the 
question,  whether  those  ladies  were  jus- 
tifie<l  in  placing  themselves  in  sudi 
a  situation  as  to  subject  themselves  to 
the  chance  of  being  taken  prisoners. 
It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  know  that  they 
were  involved  in  such  circiimstaoces  as  to 
make  it  our  duty,  having,  io  the  first 
place  vindicated  and  redeemed  the  honour 
of  the  British  flag,  in  the  second  place,  to 
restore  those  captives  to  liberty.  Happily 
both  these  results  were  accomplished.  The 
first  step  towards  the  accomplishoieDt  of 
this  great  work  was  to  be  recognised  io 
the  noble  and  gallant  defence  of  Jellalabad 
by  Sir  R.  Sale.  That  was  the  first  step  io 
advance,  and  afforded  a  glorious  example 
for  future  exertions.  I  need  not  more  par* 
ticularly  allude  to  the  noble  and  gallaot 
conduct  of  the  troops  under  the  command 
of  General  Pollock  and  of  General  Nott  in 
the  various  operations  on  which  they  had 
been  engased  in  Afghanistan  ;  but  I  must 
be  allowed  to  express  the  great  satisfaction 
I  feel  at  the  handsome  manner  io  which 
her  Majesty  has  been  pleused  to  speak  of 
the  exertions  of  the  British  troops  em* 
loyed  in  this  arduous  warfare.  I  am 
appy  to  say,  that  not  only  has  the  British 
forces  merited  tl«(»se  enc«)miums,  but  that 
the  native  force  in  tf>e  service  of  the  hon. 
the  Kast  India  (^umpany  have  proved 
themselves  equally  worthy  uf  praise.  Both 
the  British  and  the  native  troops  deserved 
to  be  highly  laudetl  for  their  gallaot  con- 
duct during  the  camjiaign.  I  may,  per- 
haps, be  permitted  to  allude  more  partMH- 


i: 


The  Addreis. 


{Feb.  2} 


the  Address, 


10 


baij  to  this  subject,  because  I  entertain 
hereditary  fieeliogs  with  respect  to  India. 
With  that  country  my  family  have  been 
connected  for  many  years.     Greater  devo- 
tion, I  must  say,  couLl  not  have  been  shown 
by  any  troops  than  was  exhibited  by  the 
Ditire  troops  during  the  late  hostilities  in 
India ;  troops  could  not  anywhere  be  found 
more  worthy,  in  every  respect,  to  serve  in 
line  with  the  British  forces;  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  pay  them  a  higher  compliment. 
The  same  fidelity,  the  s^me  devotion,  the 
same  gallantry,  the    same  love  of  glory 
which,  DOW  near  a  century  ago,  was  exhi- 
bited by  the  ancestors  of  these  very  troops 
has  been  again  displayed.     If  your  Lord- 
ships look  to  the  siege  of  Arcot,  or,  at  a 
kiter  period,  to  the  taking  of  Seringapatam, 
the  capture  of  Bhurtpore,  or  to  those  great 
actions  in  which  the  noble  Duke  bore  a 
part,  and  mark  the  devotion  displayed  at 
those  periods  by  the  native  troops,  and  then 
mark  their  conduct  in  the  late  war,  you 
will  find  that  the  same  ardent  devotion,  the 
nme  gallantry,  the  same  fidelity  continue 
to  animate  them.     The  same  valour  was 
exhibited  by  the  descendants  of  the  troops 
who  fought  the  battle  of  Plessy  as  was  ex- 
hibited by  their  gallant  ancestors.     What, 
then,  are  the  consequences  of  those  dis- 
asters, which,  for  a  time,  dimmed  the  glory 
of  the  British  arms  ?    They  have  merely 
afforded  an  opportunity  of  securing  a  com- 
plete triumph  upon  the  fields  where  our 
rererses  had  been  experienced.    The  na- 
tire  troops  have  gloriously  assisted  in  re- 
storing the  splendour  which  had  always 
aocompanied  and  distinguished  the  British 
flag.     The  native  army,   combined  with 
the  British  force,  have  been  called  on  to 
avenge  the  disasters  which  our  army  had 
ezperieooed.     The  result  has  justified  the 
expectation  which  might  reasonably  have 
been  formed  from  the  known  valour  and 
discipline  of  her  Majesty's   forces.     On 
that  very  spot^  in  that  very  country  where 
those    misfortunes   had   taken  place,    the 
British  and  native  forces  have  marched  on 
amidst  the  whitened  bones  of  their  coun- 
trymen to  victory,  and  have  restored  the 
name  of  the  British  empire  in  India  to 
that  splendour  which    ought  always    to 
have  accompanied   it.     Were  this  all,   I 
might  stop  here,  and  allude  with  height- 
ened satisfiiction  and  in  a  cordial  spirit  of 
cooffratulation  to  these  subjects,  as  pre- 
ae&ting  the  country  and  their  Lordships 
with  nme  than  ordinary  grounds  of  satis- 
Bat  her  Majesty  has  not  been 
with  merely  exacting  satisfaction 


for  injuries  and  repairing  those  disasters 
which    had    befallen    the    British  arms ; 
I   have  the  additional  pleasure  of  calling 
the  attention  of  your  Lordships  to  a  higher 
and  more  noble  subject,  which  was  involved 
in  the  good  fortune  of  the  Christian  popu- 
lation in  Syria.     Her  Majesty,  in  concert 
with  her  allies,  has  secured  for  that  popu. 
lation  a  Government  which  must  tend  to 
advance  the   happiness  and  improve  the 
welfare  of  that  portion  of  Christendom, 
which  must  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to 
the  nations  of  Europe,  and  which  the  good 
faith  and  honour  of  the  Sultan  entitle  their 
Lordships  to  expect  will  be  fully  carried 
out.     But  her  Majesty  has  not  been  con. 
tent  to  limit  the  exertions  of  her  benefi- 
cence  even    here ;    and   has  resolved   to 
carry  out  that  policy  of  universal   peace 
which  the  blessings  and  he  might  add  the 
novelty  of  a  strong  Government  enabled 
her  to    maintain.      Her   Majesty  is  en- 
gaged  in   communications  with  the  em- 
peror  of  Russia,   by  whose  co-operation 
her     Majesty    entertained    a     confident 
hope   of    bringing   to   a   happy   termina- 
tion   the    difiPerences  which  subsisted  be- 
tween Turkev  and  Persia.     But  I  do  not 
limit  the  satisfaction  which  I  feel,  or  the 
congratulations  which  I  offer  your  Lord- 
ships and  the  country,  to  the  assistance 
which  her  Majesty  is  graciously  extending 
to  facilitate  the  peaceful  relations  of  foreign 
countries.     Her  Majesty  has  been  enabled 
to  conclude  a  treaty  with   Russia — a  most 
important  commercial  treaty,  by  which  her 
Majesty  has  happily  laid  the  foundations 
of  an  increase  of  commerce  with  that  great 
and  extensive  empire.    The  result  of  these 
treaties  will  be  felt  in  the  enjoyment  of 
universal  peace  and  tranquillity,  and  the 
improvement    of   commercial    prosperity. 
The  conclusion  of  hostilities  with  China, 
and  the  establishment  of  our  commerce  in 
the  five  principal  ports  of  that  populous 
empire,  together  with  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  Russiu,  form  a  series  of  advantages 
which  Parliament  can  rarely  expect  to  be 
informed  of  through  the  medium  of  a  single 
Speech  from  the  Throne.     I  wish  it  was 
also  in  my  power  to  allude  with  equal  sa- 
tisfaction to  the  present  state  of  the  popu- 
lation  at   home.      Though    nothing    has 
happened  which  should  render  your  Lord- 
ships otherwise  than  grateful  for  the  dis- 
pensations of  Providence,  I  cannot  repress 
the  intense  anxiety  which  I  feel  from  the 
conviction  that  our  great  population  has 
not  partaken  last  year  of  the  same  enjoy- 
ment of  the  comforts  or  even  necessaries  of 


11 


The  Addrttt. 


{LORDS} 


Tlu  AtUnu. 


1ft 


life  which  your  Lordships  wish  to  see  con- 
ferred upon  them.  I  am  afraid,  however, 
that  it  is  impossible  that  your  Lortlshipn 
cao  confer,  or  the  great  ma»s  of  the  people 
derive,  the  benefit  of  any  immediate  and 
considerable  improvement.  For,  although 
the  alterations  which  were  last  year  passed 
by  ihe  other  House  of  Parliament,  and 
which  were  sanctioned  by  your  Lordships, 
may  account  materially  and  very  largely 
\  for  the  diminution  of  the  ret'enue,  it  can- 
not be  concealed  that  those  alterations  will 
not  explain  so  considerable  and  extensive  a 
depreciation  in  the  revenue.  It  is  not  my 
province  to  provoke  a  debute  upon  the 
causes  which  have  produced  this  state  of 
things.  It  is  impossible,  that  justice  can 
be  done  to  a  clause  of  such  high  and  uni- 
versal interest  to  your  Lordships  and  to 
the  country  u|M»n  a  day  not  appropriated 
to  the  discussion  of  topics  of  that  descrip- 
tion. One  night  is  not  suffirient  fur  the 
consideration  of  interests  which  ought  to 
be  discussed  at  length,  and  should  receive 
a  full  and  complete  hearing ;  whilst  no 
otiier  subject  sliould  he  allowed  to  inter- 
fere with  it.  I  therefore  think  that,  in 
observing  upon  this  part  of  her  Migesty*8 
most  gracious  Speecli,  I  am  justified  in 
encouraging  your  Lordships  to  rely  upon 
tlie  words  of  the  concluding  paragraph  in 
connexion  with  this  subject,  and  trust 
that,  although  a  material  deficiency  of 
the  revenue  exists,  all  the  exigencies  of 
tlie  State  will  be  fully  met  by  the  income 
which  the  Government  may  expec*t  to  de- 
rive from  the  future  produce  of  the  re- 
venue. There  is  yet  another  subject  which, 
notwithstanding  the  serious  cousef|uences 
wliidi  have  fallen  upon  some  of  the  |)arties 
concerned,  may  be  rcgardcHl  by  their  Lord- 
ships with  satisfaction,  as  proving  the 
loyalty  and  the  love  of  order  which  |ire- 
vail  among  the  vast  majority  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects.  Her  Migenty  alludes  to 
tlie  outbreak  by  whirh  the  peace  of  certain 
parts  of  the  manufacturing  districts  was 
seriously  disturbed  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
last  summer,  or  the  beginning  of  the  au- 
tumn ;  but  it  is  surelv  a  matter  of  congra- 
tulation to  your  l^ircfships.  and  of  gratifi- 
cation to  those  engaged  in  adminii>tering 
the  affairs  of  the  nation,  that  the  onliuary 
proci*sses  of  the  law  had  proved  sufikient 
to  check  the  evil  tendency.  To  thoae,  in- 
deed,  who  were  imme<liatelv  concerne<i  in 
such  subjects,  to  those  who  were  ralL'd 
U|M)n  to  take  |iart  in  quelling  these  liis- 
turbance»,  it  afforded  the  greatest  ^atiJifac- 
ti     to  find  that  the  good  tense  of  the  po* 


I  pulatioa  had  taught  them  that  the  mult 
'  which  they  aimed  at  would  be  prejudioed 
I  by  acts  of  tumult  or  of  violetiGe,  and  tluit 
;  it  was  their  interest  do  less  than  their  dutj 
I  to  depend  upon  the  support  aod  proCectioa 
'  of  the  law.     In  regard  to  thoee  measurea 
I  which  her  Majesty  a  Ministera  have  inti- 
mated their  intentioo  of  hriocinff  belbre 
your  Lordships,  and  which  would  nave  for 
their  object  the  beneficial  improvemeol  of 
the  law,  I  need  do  no  more  than  rooMurk 
that  they  will  receive  all  that  consideratioo 
and  attention  which  thev  deaeirt,  and  he 
speedily  passed  into  laws.    There  renaiaa 
only  one  other  topic  to  which  I  dtem  it 
necessary  to  advert.     I  allude  to  her  sMMt 
«;raciou8  Majesty's  recent  visit  to  Scotland, 
a  visit  which  has  diffused  a  geoenil  joy  aad 
exultation  througliout  that  country.     Ib 
alluding  to  the  royal  vi^it  to  a  sister  oouii* 
try.  your  Lordships  will,  I  trust,  allow  Me 
to  speak  with  pride  and  satisfaction  of  mj 
own ;  for,  although  we  have  not  that  fino 
and  cultivated  country  to  show  ber  Klft- 
jeaty,  although  we  cannot  boast  tbatclaiaic 
ground  which  appealed  to  the  recoHectiona 
of  Uie  Roman  captain,  and  induced  bin  to 
exclaim, 

*MIic  Tiber  et  Caropvs  5fartiiis,* 

yet,  whenever  her  gracious  Mi^jeaty  shall 
be  pleased  to  honour  their  Fnnapalitj 
with  her  presence,  she  may  rely  upoa 
meeting,  not  merely  a  cold  allegiaaoe 
from  its  inhabitants,  but  hearts  wam 
with  an  affectionate  loyaltv  wherever  sIm 
may  direct  ber  course.  Whatever  maaU 
festations  of  attachment  her  Majesty  aay 
have  received  from  the  people  of  SopthMnC 
the  people  of  that  prindpality  vouJd  uot 
fear  the  c*ompart8on.  It  is  impoaaiUe  that 
I  can  dismiss  this  subject  without  gtrioff 
utterance  to  the  sentiments  I  feel ;  but  I 
shall  not  trespass  upon  your  Lordshipa* 
time  further  than  by  moving  the  Address, 
in  which  I  believe  your  Lordships  will 
cordially  concur,  in  reply  to  her  Majesty's 
most  gracious  Speech.  The  noble  £ari 
concluded  by  moving  the  following  Addrets: 

Most  GaACiois  SovraLioy  } 

\Vr,  Your  Majesty *s  most  douful  and  loyal 
Subjecl^,  tbc  Lords  Spiritual  and  Ttoiporal, 
in  Parliament  astenblcd,  beg  leave  to  ap- 
proach Yo«r  Majesty,  to  retom  to  Yoor  Ma- 
jesty nur  hatnble  Thanks  for  the  gracKMis 
Speech  which  your  Majesty  has  coiDinanded 
to  be  made  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

We  bcf  leave  to  txpraas  our  Satislactioa  m 


Id 


The  Address. 


{Feb.  2} 


The  Address. 


14 


iMraiog  thai  Your  Majesty  receives  from  all 
Prioees  and  States  Assurances  of  a  friendly 
Disposition  towards  this  Country,  and  of  an 
eanicst  Desire  to  co-operate  with  Your  Ma- 
jesty in  the  Maintenance  of  general  Peace. 

We  participate  in  the  Hope  expressed  by 
Tonr  M^esty,  that  by  the  Treaty  which  Your 
Mmjesty  has  concluded  with  the  United  States 
of  AoMiica,  and  by  the  Adjustment  of  those 
Diferences  which,  from  their  long  (/ontinu- 
ance,  have  seriously  endangered  the  Preserva- 
tion of  Peace,  the  amicable  Relations  of  these 
Two  Countries  have  been  confirmed. 

Wa  desire  to  express  our  Satisfaction  that 
the  iocreased  Exertions  which,  by  the  Liber- 
siity  af  Fvliament,  Your  Majesty  was  enabled 
to  make  for  the  Terromation  of  Hostilities 
with  China,  have  been  eminently  successful. 

We  are  deeply  sensible  of  the  Skill,  Valour, 
sad  Discipline  of  the  Naval  and  Military 
Forces  essployed  on  this  Service,  which  have 
U  to  iha  Conclusion  of  Peace  upon  the  Terms 
pnpooed  by  your  Majesty. 

We  rejoice  with  Your  Majesty  in  the  Pros- 
pect that,  by  the  free  Access  which  will  be 
opened  to  the  principal  Marts  of  that  popu- 
Ions  and  extensive  Empire,  Encouragement 
will  be  fiven  to  the  Commercial  Enterprise  of 
Taur  Majesty's  People. 

We  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  inform- 
ing us,  that  as  soon  as  the  Raiificatious  have 
been  exchanged  the  Treaty  will  be  laid  before 


We  assure  Your  Majesty  of  the  Gratifica- 
tioa  with  which  we  have  learnt,  that,  in  con- 
cert with  Your  Majesty's  Allies,  Your  Majesty 
has  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  the  Christian 
Population  of  Syria  the  Establishment  of  a 
System  of  Administration  which  they  were 
entitled  to  expect  from  the  Engagements  of 
the  Sultaoy  and  from  the  good  Faith  of  this 
Cooatfj. 

We  eooAdently  hope,  that,  by  the  joint  Me* 
dialien  ef  Great  Britain  and  Russia,  those 
Differences  between  the  Turkish  and  Persian 
Govenunents  which  had  recently  led  to  Acts 
of  Hostility  will  be  speedily  and  amicably  ad- 
jasted. 

We  beg  to  thank  your  Majesty  for  inform- 
ing aoy  that  Year  Majesty  has  concluded  with 
the  Efliperor  of  Rnssia  a  Treaty  of  Commerce 
aad  y«y%atiop,  which  Your  Majesty  regards 


with  great  Satisfaction,  as  the  Foundation  of 
increased  Intercourse  between  Your  Majesty's 
Subjects  and  those  of  the  Emperor,  and  for 
directing  a  Copy  of  this  Treaty  to  be  laid  be- 
fore us* 

We  thank  Your  Majesty  for  informing  us, 
that  complete  Success  has  attended  the  recent 
Military  Operations  in  Affghanistan,  and  for 
acquainting  us,  that  Your  Majesty  entertains 
the  highest  Sense  of  the  Ability  with  which 
these  Operations  have  been  directed,  and  of 
the  Constancy  and  Valour  that  have  been  ma- 
nifested by  the  European  and  Native  Forces, 
by  which  the  Superiority  of  Your  Majesty's 
Arms  has  been  established  by  decisive  Vic* 
tories  on  the  Scenes  of  former  Disaster,  and 
the  Liberation  of  Your  Majesty's  Subjects  who 
were  held  in  Captivity,  and  for  whom  Your 
Majesty  has  expressed  the  deepest  Interest, 
has  been  effected. 

We  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  inform- 
ing us,  that  it  has  not  been  deemed  advisable 
to  contiuue  the  Occupation  by  a  Military  Force 
of  the  Countries  to  the  Westward  of  the 
Indus. 

We  share  in  Your  Majesty's  Regret  at  the 
diminished  Recei^  from  some  of  the  ordinary 
Sources  of  the  Revenue. 

In  common  with  Your  Majesty,  we  fear  that 
it  must  be  in  part  attributed  to  the  reduced 
Consumption  of  many  Articles  caused  by  that 
Depression  of  the  Manufacturing  Industry  of 
the  Country  which  has  so  long  prevailed,  and 
which  with  Your  Majesty  we  so  deeply  la- 
ment. 

We  assure  Your  Majesty,  that  in  consider- 
ing  the  present  State  of  the  Revenue  we  will 
bear  in  Mind  that  it  has  been  materially 
affected  by  the  extensive  Reductions  in  the 
Import  Duties  which  received  our  Sanction 
during  the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  and  that 
little  Progress  has  hitherto  been  made  in  the 
Collection  of  those  Taxes  which  were  imposed 
for  the  Purpose  of  supplying  the  Deficiency 
from  that  and  other  Causes, 

We  learn  with  Satisfaction  that  Your  Ma- 
jesty feels  confident  that  the  future  Produce  of 
the  Revenue  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  every 
Exigency  of  the  Public  Service. 

We  tender  our  Acknowledgments  to  Your 
Majesty  for  Your  Goodness  in  expressing  the 
Gratification  which   Your    Majesty    derived 
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from  the  Loyalty  and  affectionate  Attachment 
manifested  on  the  Occasion  of  Your  Majesty's 
late  Visit  to  Scotland. 

We  participate  in  the  Concern  expressed  by 
Your  Majesty,  that  in  the  course  of  the  last 
Year  the  Public  Peace  in  some  of  the  Manu- 
facturing Districts  was  seriously  disturbed, 
and  the  Lives  and  Property  of  Your  Majesty's 
Subjects  were  endangered  by  tumultuous  As- 
semblages and  Acts  of  Violence. 

We  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  ordinary  Law 
promptly  enforced,  was  sufficient  for  the  effec- 
tual Repression  of  those  Disorders,  and  we 
confidently  rely  upon  its  Efficacy,  and  that,  by 
the  zealous  Support  of  Your  Majesty's  loyal 
and  peaceable  Subjects,  Tranquillity  will  be 
maintained. 

We  shall  be  prepared  to  take  into  considera- 
tion such  Measures  connected  with  the  Im- 
provement of  the  Law,  and  with  various  Ques- 
tions of  Domestic  Policy,  as  may  be  submitted 
to  us  by  Your  Majesty's  Direction. 

Your  Majesty  may  rest  assured  that  our 
zealous  Endeavours  will  be  directed  to  the 
Promotion  of  the  Public  Welfare,  and  that  we 
join  in  Your  Majesty's  Prayer,  that  the  Favour 
of  Divine  Providence  may  direct  and  prosper 
our  Counsels,  and  make  them  conducive  to 
the  Happiness  and  Contentment  of  Your  Ma- 
jesty's People. 

The  Earl  of  Eglinion  in  rising  to  second 
the  motion  that  a  humble  Address  be  pre- 
iiented  in  answer  to  her  Majesty's  most 
gracious  Speech,  claimed  every  indulgence 
from  their  Lordships,  as  that  was  the  first 
time  be  had  had  the  honour  of  addressing 
them;  and  he  trusted  that  their  Lord- 
ships would  pay  more  attention  to  the 
subjects  on  which  he  had  to  address  them, 
than  to  the  manner  in  which  they  should 
be  brought  before  them.  The  difficulties 
of  the  dutv  imposed  upon  him  were  consi- 
derably lightened  by  the  full  and  able 
manner  in  which  the  noble  Earl,  who  had 
preceded  him,  had  addressed  himself  to 
the  subjects  containe<l  in  her  Majesty's 
Speech,  llieir  Lordships,  no  doubt,  had 
heard  with  the  deepest  attention  the  noble 
Earl  address  them  upon  the  successes  of 
their  arms  in  India,  having,  as  that  noble 
LordJiad  justly  remarked,  an  hereditary 
interest  in  that  country.  It  must,  he  was 
sure,  be  most  gratifying  to  their  Lordships 
to  know  that  the  country  was  in  a  state 


of  profound  interna),  as  well  as  extemaly 
tranquillity;    and  that    as  those  distur- 
bances which  had  taken  place  m  some  of 
the  manufacturing  towns  bad  given  waj 
before  the  ordinary  authorities;  and  as 
agitation  had  in  a  great  measure  subsided, 
under  the  blessing,  and  he  might  even  say, 
novelty,  of  a  strong  Govemmentv  so  the 
clouds  which   for  a  while  obscured  our 
glory  in  the  east,  have  cleared  away  into 
a  more  than   usual   brightness.    Feeling 
deeply,  as  their  Lordships  must,  the  loes 
of  hfe  and  the  great  loss  of  property  occa- 
sioned  by   the    disturbances,    they  had, 
however,  the  consolation  of  remembering 
that  there  was  nothing  in  them  bearing 
the  appearance  of  political  excitement,  ana 
that  the  excitement  itself  was  confined  to 
one  portion  of  the  country  sufibring  dis- 
tress; while  it  must  be  too  well  known  to 
their  Lordships,  that  other  parts  of  the 
country  that  were  sufilering  equal,  if  not 
greater  privations,  had  yet  borne  them 
with  a  forbearance  and  a  patience  that 
must  excite  their  Lordships'  admiratioo. 
He  trusted  that  the  worst  was  over,  and 
he  also  hoped  that  measures  would  be  de- 
vised for  toe  permanent  relief  of  their  over- 
crowded population.     There  was,  however, 
one  subject  on  which  he  could  not  congra- 
tulate their  Lordships— Uiat  was  the  sub- 
ject of  the  revenue ;  though  he  confessed 
he  did  not  lake  the  same  gloomy  view  of 
it  with  the  noble  Earl  who  had  preceded 
him.     Wlien  their  Lordships  remembered 
the  great  clianges  which  bad  received  their 
sanction,  they  would  also  remember  that 
sufficient  time  had  not  jret  been  given  to 
judge  of  their  effects.     He  trusted,  bow. 
ever,  they  would  be  able  to  decide  respect- 
ing  them,  'when  unanimity  and  tranquil- 
lity were  established,  and  bad  spread  their 
beneficial  influence  over  them.   He  trusted 
that  the  next  time  that  he  came  before 
their  Lordships  he  would  be  able  to  notice 
these  matters  in  a  different  spirit,  and 
when  he  hoped  to  see  tbem  present  a  dif- 
ferent   aspect.      Changes    so    important 
could  not  be  made,  and  their  effects  deter- 
mined, in  a  brief  period.     He  most  ear- 
nestly hoped,  however,  they  would  be  al- 
lowed a  full  and  impartial  trial.     This  be 
said  alike  to  those  who,  on  the  one  hand, 
insisted  that  no  change  should  have  been 
made  in  the  protection  to  the  agricultural 
interest,  as  well  as  to  those,  on  the  other, 
who  thought  that  no  protection  should  be 
given  to  it.     He  called  upon  both  to  sus- 
pend their  judgment  until  the  esperioient 
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had  been   fairly  tried.     There  was  one 
snlgect  alluded  to  io  her  Majesty's  Speech 
which  he  could  not  pass  over  in  silence^ 
more  particularly  as  it  had  been  so  especi- 
ally committed  to  his  charge  by  the  noble 
Earl — he   meant  her   Majesty's  visit    to 
Scotland.     He  trusted  that  their  Lord- 
ships would  forgive  him,   when  he  gave 
eipresaion  to  feelings  that  he  knew  ani- 
flttted  all  his  countrymen — the  deep  gra- 
titude, the  enthusiastic  loyalty  which  that 
visit  had  occasioned.     Her  Majesty  had 
come  amongst  them   without  pomp ;  she 
had  trusted  to  the  fidelity  and  loyalty  of 
her  people ;  and  he  ventured  to  hope  and 
trust  that  no  means  had  been  left  unem- 
ployed by  them  to  prove  that  her  Majesty 
did  not  reign  merely  over  the  persons,  but 
that  she  was  throned  in  the  hearts  of  her 
Scotch  subjects.    The  gracious  allusion  of 
her  Majesty  in   her  Speech  led  him   to 
hope^  that  at  no  distant  period  her  Ma- 
jesty would  again   be    pleased   to  cheer 
them  with  her  presence,  and  he  would  say, 
in  the  words  of  the  Russian  soldier  to  the 
Eaperor, ''  If  we  have  done  well  this  time^ 
we  shall  endeavour  to  do  better  the  next.*' 
When  they  looked  abroad^  he  felt  that  they 
ooold  not  but  experience  exultation  in  their 
floccesses,  crowned  as  they  were  with  the 
Ucssings  of  peace.     They  had  purchased 
peace  by  no  inglorious    concession,    but 
peace  was  obtain^  by  the  bayonets  of  their 
brave  soldiers.     They  conceded  peace  on 
£ur  terms,  when  they  might  have  extorted 
whatever  terms  they  chose  to  dictate.     In 
this  England  acted  unlike  other  nations, 
for  her  conduct  was  that  of  moderation  in 
the  reij  moment  of  victory ;  they  sought 
for  no  rarther  conquest — they  proved  that 
their  only  desire  was  to   preserve  their 
hoooor,  and  to  establish  their  commerce. 
He  could  not,  too,  but  congratulate  them 
on  the  brilliant  successes  of  their  arms  in 
Affgbanistan,  where  our  armies  marched  to 
victory  over  the  ground  that  had  been 
whitened  by  the  bones  of  their  murdered 
countrymen.  Their  conduct  there  reflected 
immortal   honour  on  the  men  who  had 
achieved  those  victories,  and  upon  those 
under  whose  directions  they  had  accom- 
plished them.     The  successes  in   China, 
and  the  satisfactory  as  jwell  as  the  humane 
manner  in  which  they  had  terminated  the 
horrors  of  that  war/ formed  another  sub- 
ject of  his  hearty  congratulations  to  their 
Lordriiips.     For  them,  though  their  vic- 
tories were  gained  over  a  less  warlike  na- 
tioB,  yet  their  e£fects  were  likely  to  be  of 
pemaoie&t  benefit  to  this  country.  I 


It  is  not  the  least  glorious  event  that  has 
to  be  recorded  in  the  history  of  our  coun- 
try that  we  have  carried  our  victorious 
arms  to  the  walls  of  Nankin,  a  forced  and 
almost  unconditional  surrender  from  a  na« 
tion  occupying  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
earth,  and   who  have   been  as  yet  igno- 
rant  of    foreign    dictation.      He    could 
not,  too,    but  congratulate   their    Lord- 
ships on   what    occurred   in   Syria,   and 
which  was,  according  to  the  pledge  given 
by   the   Sultan,  and  by  means  of  which 
this  country  could  not  but  gain  in  cha« 
racter  and  in  honour.     It  was,  too,  most 
satisfactory  to    know,    that    the    differ- 
ences between  Turkey  and  Persia,  had  been 
referred  to  the  joint  consideration  of  this 
country  and  of  Russia.     It  afforded  not 
only  the  hope  of  a  speedy  termination  of 
those  differences,  but  it  also  showed  the 
excellent  understanding  between  England 
and  that  great  empire.     He  had  now  to 
advert  to  another  subject — it  was  one  in 
which    the  most    important  success  was 
gained — it  was  not  achieved  by  the  price 
of  blood,  but  it  was  one  for  which  they 
were  indebted  to  the  good  sense  and  judg- 
ment of  a  noble  Lord,  a  member  of  their 
Lordships'  House — he  referred  to  the  ad- 
justment of  their  differences  with  America. 
Sprung,  as  they  were,  from  the  same  stock, 
speaking  the  same  language,  endowed  with 
the  same  national  characteristics  of  firmness 
and  determination,  it  was  most  desirable, 
not  only  that  no  contentions  should  take 
place  between  them,  but  that  they  should 
be  indissolubly  united  in  the  closest  terms 
of  amity  and  friendship.     Looking,  as  he 
did,    to   the  Americans  as  their  natural 
allies,  he  could  not  but  think  that  they 
gloried  in  the  successes  of  England,    as 
England    did    in    their  greatness;    and, 
therefore,  it  must  be  a  subject  of  congratu- 
lation to  them,  that  their  differences  with 
such  a  country,  were  not  only  at  an  end,  but 
that  they  now  began  to  be  bound  up  with 
them  in  closer  terms  of  alliance  and  friend- 
ship than  heretofore.     He  did  not  think 
that  the  occasion  of  presenting  an  address 
to  her  Majesty  was  the  fitting  moment  for 
the  discussion  of  party  politics ;  and  he 
had  carefully  abstained  from  touching  upon 
any  thing  which  might  excite  a  political 
contention.    He  well  knew  that  every  one 
of  their  Lordships  was   equally  desirous 
with  himself  of  the  good  of  his  country—- 
he  well  knew  that  every  one  of  them,  like 
himself,  identified  himself  with  his  coun- 
try's glory.    He  knew  that  there  was  not 
one  amongst  them  who  did  not  read  with 
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eiulutioD  the  acooantt  of  their  triumphs 
in  the  e«8t — he  knew  there  was  not  one 
who  must  not  rejoice  to  see  peace  estab- 
lished over  the  world  —who  did  not  desire 
to  see  trade  rerired,  and  national  prosperity 
established.  These  were  no  party  tri- 
unphs.  These  were  the  subjects  contained 
in  tlie  Address,  and  to  which  he  ventured  to 
ask  their  Lordships'  unanimous  assent 
He  did  not  mean  to  detain  their  Lord- 
ships fiurtJier  thun  by  seconding  the  mo- 
tion, that  a  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  her  Majesty. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne :  ''My 
Lords,  though  I  am  perfectly  sure  that  the 
Speech  which  her  Majesty  has  been  advised 
to  deliver  from  the  Throne  has  been  framed 
and  calculated  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  expression  of  any  difference  of  opinion 
— and  as  the  terms  of  the  Address,  which, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  is  to  be  proposed  in 
return  to  that  Speech,  have  also  been  so 
carefully  framed — and  though  I  am  bound 
to  admit  that  the  speech  of  the  noble  Earl 
who  moved  the  Address,  and  the  speech  of 
the  noble  Lord  who  seconded  it,  carefully 
followed  tlie  spirit  in  which  her  Majesty's 
Speech  was  couched — and  though  I  concur 
in  the  propriety  which  induced  them  to 
abstain  from  aelivering  opinions  upon 
anything  that  could  give  rise  to  con- 
troversy, or  to  introduce  matters  that 
oould  create  a  difference  of  opinion  — 
yet  there  are,  my  Lords,  topics  unavoid- 
ably introduced  into  the  Queen's  Speech 
of  that  magnitude  and  of  that  import- 
ance, that  It  is  impossible,  on  an  occa- 
sion like  the  present,  on  the  opening  of 
Pltrliament,  and  on  the  first  day  of  the 
Session,  that  they  should  be  allowed  to 
pass  without  observation ,  and  without 
remark.  I  hA  I  nay  naturally  confine 
myself  to  a  few  observations,  and  but  to  a 
mere  remark,  because  undoubtedly  there 
is  no  expression  in  that  Speech,  subject  to 
such  explanation  as  1  may  give  to  it,  in 
which  I  cannot  cordially  concur.  In  the 
first  place,  I  am  glad  to  perceive,  because 
it  has  the  effect  of  procuring  that  general 
concurrence  which  roust  be  cousidered  as 
so  desirable,  that  no  allusion  has  been 
made  to  the  operation  of  the  Corn-laws. 
I  approve,  my  Lords,  of  the  silence  und 
the  dtscretion  which  has  been  obsenred  in 
that  respect.  If,  indeed,  we  had  been 
called  upon  to  express  anything  like  an 
opinion  (that  which  we  are  not  invite<l  to 
do)  as  to  the  working  of  the  measure  pro- 
posed last  year — I  say,  my  Lords,  that  if 
this  had  been  doM^  then  it  would  hate  been 


my  painful  duty,  with  what  success  it  is 
not  for  me  to  say,  but  still  to  endeavour  to 
persuade  jrou  that  the  operation  of  that  law, 
as  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  the  fed, 
has  been  such  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  your  Lordships  to  give  it  your  appro- 
bation ;  because,  testing  that  law  1^  the 
only  test  by  which  you  can  ever  consider 
sudi  a  law — (that  is,  if  you  are  to  have  a 
Corn-law  at  all,  the  one  by  which  you  moel 
try  it — namely,  of  testing  it  by  the  fact 
whether  it  has  interfered  as  little  as  pos- 
sible with  the  movements  of  tsnde,  and  the 
operations  of  commerce),  applying,  my 
Lords,  that  test  to  the  Com-hiw  of  feat 
year,  I  believe  I  cannot  be  eootradided, 
when  I  say  that  there  never  has  been  a 
period  in  which  the  oonvulsioos  of  trade 
hare  been  greater,  as  connected  with  that 
law.  Never  has  there,  my  Lords,  been  a 
period  when  there  was  such  a  burst  and 
flood  of  foreign  com  pressing  into  the  mmt* 
ket  bv  the  sudden  opening  of  the  ports,  at 
a  period  when  it  was  Imt  iiseAil  to  tha 
consumer,  and  most  fetal  to  the  interests  of 
the  parties  engaged  in  that  traffic  By 
the  operation  of  thb  law,  it  was  seen  thai, 
in  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks,  not 
less  than  two  millions  of  quarters  of  com 
were  thrown  into  the  markets  of  this  oomi« 
try,  when,  at  other  tiroes,  soch  was  \h^ 
course  and  operation  of  the  law,  that  not 
half  a  million  was  admitted.  I  say,  then, 
that  the  very  statement  of  these  fects  is 
such,  that  it  would  be  impossible,  without 
any  infermation  very  difl^ent  from  that 
of  which  we  are  in  noiisemioo  fer  Farha- 
ment  to  approve  of  that  few.  I  appland, 
mr  Lords,  the  discretion  of  her  Mi^|ealy'a 
advisers  in  omitting  such  a  topic,  and  I 
applaud  the  discretion  which  has  been 
evinced  by  the  nobfe  Earl  who  so  ably 
moved  the  Address,  in  not  calling  upon 
your  Lordships  to  pronounce  any  opinion 
upon  that  subject,  nor  in  desiring  that 
your  Lordships  should  say  anything  in 
approyal  of  it.  The  eiect  of  the  omission 
1  feel  to  be  this,  that  in  assenting  to  that 
Address  1  retain  my  opinion  as  to  the  opo> 
ration  of  a  law,  the  oisctission  on  which 
has  been  so  carefully  avoided.  So  much, 
then,  my  Lords,  for  what  is  not  cootaaned 
in  the  Speech,  nor  in  the  terms  of  the  Ad- 
dress. I  then  oooK,  my  Lords,  to  those 
topics  which  have  naturally  and  necessarily 
bc«*n  introduced  into  the  Speech. **  The 
noble  Marquess  ptticoeded  to  say  that  ho 
l«ioked  upon  one  of  these,  not  of  the  finl 
importance,  yet  one  of  very  great  impnri- 
anoe^  the  snligcct  on  which  tlw  noble  £ari 
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kad  dilated  with  such  address— -the  con- 
dasioo  of  a  treaty  between  this  country 
and  the  Uoited  States  of  America,  relating 
la  the  boundary  question,  and  which  had 
ham  been  between  this  country  and  the 
Daitod  States  a  matter  of  dispute.  He 
did  80  entirely  agree  in  the  sentiments  ex- 
anaaed  by  the  noble  Earl,  as  to  the  satis- 
■ctioo  be  felt  in  the  good  understanding 
wbicb  hitherto  had  prevailed  between  this 
ommtrj  and  the  United  States,  aud  that 
aught  now  be  expected  hereafter  to  prevail ; 
he  did  so  entirely  agree  in  the  importance 
sf  that  good  understanding  between  na« 
lima  of  one  common  origin,  bound  by 
ties,  and  which  their  common 
imercial  parsuits  ought  to  make  firm 
~  (,  and  that  he  hoped  ever  to  see 
anited,  joining  with  the  noble  Earl  in  the 
seatiBieots  that  he  had  expressed^  and  that 
ha  bimaelf  entertained  strongly  as  a  man 
eanld  do,  and  having  entertained  and  ex- 
pKaaed  thoae  aentimeots  at  a  period  when 
they  did  not  find  so  much  favour  in  that 
Hooae  as  he  was  happy  to  think  at  the 
paeaent  moment — entertaining  the  senti- 
■enta  which  the  noble  Earl  had  expressed, 
sad  desirous  as  he  was  to  promote  a  good 
ling,  entertaining  no  other  sen- 
than  those  of  cordial  and  friendly 
towards  that  country,  and  having, 
lao,  been  long  in  habits  of  frequent  inter- 
canrae  with  his  noble  Friend  who  had 
B^otiated  and  conducted  the  treaty  with 
the  United  States,  he  was  one  of  the  last 
penoae  in  the  world  disposed,  and  because 
Ae  least  disposed,  the  least  qualified  to 
beooae  the  accuser,  or  to  pass  a  hostile 
crilieiaiB  on  the  terms  of  a  treaty  which, 
on  the  whole,  he  was  glad  had  been  con- 
ckubd.  But  with  the  feelings  that  he 
tbns  ezptKased  and  sincerely  entertained, 
he  ooaki  not  go  the  length  of  saying, 
Aat  be,  as  an  individual,  or  the  Par- 
lianent,  were  to  be  relieved  from  the 
aeeeaBury,  fidr,  and  just  consideration 
«f  the  terms  of  that  treaty,  and  by  which 
tbe  oMect  they  desired  had  been  obtained, 
aad  the  negotiations  with  which  it  had 
been  carried  on.  He  was  not  disposed  to 
go  the  length  of  asking  of  their  Lordships 
to  go  into  a  consideration  of  the  terms  of 
the  treaty.  He  did  not  quarrel  with  it  be- 
taam  large  concessions  had  been  made. 
He  did  not  cast  any  blame  whatever  on 
the  tieaty,  because  it  had  not  strictly  ad- 
to  what  was  the  right  frontier,  that 
the  particular  subject  of  the 
br  he  thought  it  was  not  ne- 
ifwild  it  be  beoonuDg  in  this 


country  to  insist  that  that  which  he  might 
term  its  strict  rights  should  be  literally 
carried  into  execution,  when  the  danger  of 
war  might  be  avoided  by  a  wise  and  just 
concession.  He  did  not  Mame  them  for 
making  large  concessions  to  the  United 
States — he  did  not  blame  them  even  for 
allowing  the  free  navigation  of  the  St. 
John's,  a  great  boon  to  offer  for  eoutva- 
lents,  but  he  did  lament  that  conceding  it 
his  noble  Friend  should  have  thought 
himself  obliged  also  after  being  instructed 
to  state,  that  to  abandon  the  Madawaska 
settlement  was  hardship  aud  cruelly  to 
the  colonists,  he  should  have  consented  in 
a  negotiation  not  carried  on  as  a  suppliant 
fi)r  accommodation,  to  abandon  it,  and  that 
upon  no  other  ground  than  the  St.  Jdin  s 
being  a  convenient  boundary,  when  with 
some  trouble  that  convenience  as  a  boun- 
dary was  sacrificed  a  little  higher  up,  when 
it  became  convenient  to  America,  to  have 
part  of  the  territory  on  the  northern 
side.  He  did  not  say  that  it  was  not 
useful  to  have  made  those  coooessions— 
he  did  not  say,  that  it  was  not  right  to 
have  acquiesced  in  those  great  concessions ; 
but  he  deplored  that,  when  they  hud  ne-r 
gotiated  with  that  country,  they  were  not 
able  to  include  other  matters,  and  have 
upon  those  a  satisfactory  settlement  with 
the  United  States.  It  was  to  be  deplored 
that  much  still  remained  unsettled — he 
did  not  say  which  might  be  the  cause  of 
war,  for  he  trusted  in  God  that  nothing  so 
insane  as  a  war  between  this  country  and 
the  United  States  should  occur;  but  still 
he  deplored  that  anything  should  have 
been  left  unsettled,  which  might  be  the 
cause  of  misunderstanding,  or  which  might 
produce  disagreeable  feelings,  that  might 
grow  out  of  these  points  not  being  de« 
termined.  Undoubtedly,  expressing  as  he 
did  his  individual  satisraction  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  treaty,  and  that  by  his 
noble  Friend  one  door  to  hostilities  had 
been  closed,  and  one  source  of  irritation 
had  been  removed,  yet  it  was  painful  to 
find  that  no  sooner  had  one  aoor  been 
closed,  no  sooner  had  one  frontier  question 
been  settled,  than  another  door  was  opened, 
and  another  frontier  question  had  to  be 
determined.  Even  before  the  wax  bearing 
the  impress  of  their  seal  to  the  treaty  had 
become  cold,  before  the  breath,  even  of 
the  negotiators  had  ceased  its  utterance, 
thev  had  to  turn  from  the  frontier 
of  New  Brunswick  to  the  Oregon-^-^they 
had  to  pass  from  the  banks  of  the  St. 
John's  River  to  the  Columbia.  They  knew 
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from  the  highest  authority  io  the  Uoited 
States  that  that  question  was  now  opeo 
—that  there  was  new  matter  for  nego- 
tiatioQ— that  new  claims  were  asserted^ 
and  had  yet  to  be  determined.  He  la- 
mented, then,  when  such  concessions  had 
been  made  as  the  means  of  procuring  peace, 
that  the  peace  was  so  likely  to  be  dis- 
turbed by  new  and  dangerous  discussions. 
He  did  lament,  too,  that  advantage  was 
not  taken  of  the  opportunity  to  settle  per- 
manently the  difficulties  connected  with 
the  right  of  search,  and  which  was  re- 
quisite for  the  suppression  of  that  most 
odious,  most  unnatural  traffic,  most  dis* 
graceful  to  humanity,  that  had  ever  been 
carried  on,  and  that  nerer  should  have 
been  sanctioned,  much  less  tolerated,  by 
any  civilized  country.  It  was  impossible 
not  to  admit,  her  Majesty's  Ministers 
must  admit,  because  it  was  notorious  to  all 
the  world,  that  the  important  principle  of 
the  right  of  search  had  greatly  receded 
from  that  position  which  it  had  occupied 
at  no  more  distant  period  than  this  time 
last  year.  It  was  in  the  month  of  January 
last  year  that  M.  Sr.  Aulaire  had  signed  a 
treaty  sanctioning  the  right,  and  yet  from 
what  had  since  taken  place,  it  was  well 
known  to  their  Lordships  —  it  must  be 
seen  from  the  discussions  that  had  taken 

Slace  in  other  countries,  that  the  reason, 
e  did  not  say  that  it  was  justly  assigned, 
but  still  the  reason  given  in  another  coun- 
try for  seekinff  to  depart  from  the  treaty 
it  had  affreecTto,  was  the  failure  on  the 
part  of  this  country  to  obtain  even  a  modi- 
fied recoenition  of  it  from  the  United 
States—that  the  negotiations  of  this  coun- 
try had  led  to  nothing  but  the  distinct  de- 
claration on  the  part  of  America  that  she 
never  would  admit  the  right  of  search. 
This  it  was  that  had  furnished  to  other 
nations  the  appearance  of  an  acquiescence 
in  this,  and  this  it  was  which  was  made 
the  pretext  with  them  for  departing  from 
a  policy  in  which  they  had  so  honourably 
concurred.  He  therefore  lamented,  not 
only  the  absence  of  a  clause  on  this  sub* 
ject  in  the  treaty,  but  also  that  this  coun- 
try should  hare  appeared  to  acquiesce  in 
the  distinct  declaration  of  America  that 
she  nerer  would  coincide  in  a  principle 
the  maintenance  of  which  was  essential 
to  the  suppression  of  the  Slave-trade. 
From  the  treaty  with  America,  he  came  to 
those  transactions  to  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  referred,  and  to  which  they 
Were  inrited  by  the  language  in  her  Ma- 
jeaty'i  Speech.    He  had  beard  with  the 


greatest  satis^tion  the  terms  in  which  the 
noble  Earl  and  the  noble  Lord  had  ex* 
pressed  themselves  with  regard  to  the 
bravery  and  ralour  displuyed  by  our 
troops  in  vindicating  the  dignity  and 
honour  of  this  country.  He  concarred« 
undoubtedly,  in  the  panegyric  which  had 
been  pronounced  upon  the  exploits  of  oar 
soldiers ;  because  if  the  noble  Lord  spoke 
with  theauthority  of  her  Majesty *s  Minis- 
ters, they  said  that  which  was  in  cootrm* 
diction  to  what  circumstances,  at  least  for 
a  time,  gave  the  appearance  of  truth — to 
what,  if  it  were  not  clearly  to  be  known, 
at  least  might  be  surmised — that  the  noble 
Gorernor-General  of  India  was  indis- 
posed to  re-enter  that  country  for  the 
purpose  either  of  establishing  the  autho. 
rity  of  her  Majesty  or  of  vindicating  the 
honour  of  the  army.  There  were  circum- 
stances of  delay  in  that  undertaking 
[The  Duke  of  WelUngtm :  Take  care,  take 
care.]  Those  circumstances  of  delay  ia 
the  undertaking  eare  the  appearance  to 
which  he  had  alluded  -,  but  he  hoped  that 
that  delay  was  not  occasioned  by  any  hea- 
tation  as  to  what  was  the  right  course  to 
be  pursued,  or  bv  any  hesitation  as  to 
what  was  the  rignt  mode  by  which  the 
honour  of  this  country  was  to  be  rindi- 
cated ;  for,  as  to  the  means  of  attaining 
that  object,  they  were  abundantly  tupplica  . 
by  his  noble  Friend,  and  through  toem 
that  object  was  afterwards  successfully 
accomplished.  He  hoped,  then,  whatever 
might  be  the  appearances,  that  no  such 
hesitation  was  really  entertained,  both  as 
to  the  recovery  of  the  prisoners  and  the 
recovery  of  their  military  hoooar— -both 
objects  most  dear  to  them,  and  for  which 
every  means  should  hare  been  emplored, 
every  nerve  within  their  power  should  be 
strained.  There  were  other  matters  con- 
nected with  the  subject  of  the  retreat  of 
a  painful  nature  to  which  he  would  not 
allude  particularly  until  distinct  infor- 
mation concerning  them  was  laid  before 
the  House.  There  were  also  certain 
documents,  purporting  to  be  proclama- 
tions, issued  in  that  country,  but  which 
certainly  rather  resembled  the  public  an- 
nouncements of  its  former  rulers,  the  Sul- 
tans and  Shahs,  fnim  whose  passions  and 
ambition  India  suffered  in  former  times» 
than  those  of  an  English  Govemnient, 
and  seemed  rather  to  imitate  tlic  oaten* 
latiun  and  the  caprices  of  tlie  former^ 
than  the  temper,  firmneM,  and  sobrietr 
M  hich  should  characterise  the  latter,  ana 
upoQ  which  would  be  foand  to  depend 


25 


Tke  Addrett. 


{Feb.  2} 


The  Addreis. 


26 


the  ooofideDce  of  the  natives  in  their  rulers, 
these  docoments  were  authentic,  they 
were  fully  open  to  such  ohservations ; 
but  at  present  he  would  advert  to  them  no 
fbrther,  but  pass  from  this  subject,  which 
vii  more  or  less  of  a  mixed  and  painful 
character,  though  connected  with  the  suc- 
flBesful  valour  and  brilliant  achievements 
flf  her  Majesty's  officers  and  troops— let 
kim  add,  not  European  troops  only,  hut 
also  the  native  soldiers  of  India,  whose 
fidelity  had  been  tested  under  the  most 
adverse  circumstances,  and  on  whom  our 
hold  upon  our  Indian  dominions  so  essen- 
tially depended.  But  he  passed  to  another 
topic  on  which  it  was  most  satisfactory  to 
think  that,  with  regard  to  almost  every 
step  of  the  proceeding,  there  could  be  on 
the  part  of  most,  if  not  all  men,  but  one 
feeling  of  sympathy  and  self-congratula- 
tioD.  With  respect  to  the  many  circum- 
stances which  had  led  to  the  brilliant 
result  of  the  war  carried  on  on  the  coast  of 
China,  whether  they  looked  at  the  instruc- 
tioos  under  which  the  expedition  was  ori- 
ginally  undertaken,  or  the  manner  in 
vhich  it  was  carried  on,  by  the  discretion 
aad  zeal  of  the  persons  selected  to  conduct 
it,  he  must  say,  that,  with  respect  to  every 
part  of  those  transactions,  there  could  be 
hot  one  feeling  of  satisfiu^tion,  except 
anong  those,  if  any  now  remained,  who 
doubted  the  justice  of  the  expedition.  If 
he  had  been  one  of  those  who  thought  the 
war  essentially  unjust — if  he  had  been  one 
of  thoee  who  thought  that  they  ought 
sriginally  to  have  submitted  to  the  insults, 
founded  on  the  ignorance  of  the  Chinese 
government,  which  had  been  offered  to 
ours,  and  who  thought  that  the  English 
Government  ought  to  have  submitted  to 
become  the  police  of  the  Emperor  of  China 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  his  edicts, 
instead  of  maintaining  the  right  to  trade 
which  England  had  so  long  enjoyed,  and 
which  she  had  a  right  to  proclaim  that  she 
would  enjoy  for  the  future,  on  the  ground 
of  poative  agreement  and  stipulations—  if 
he  had  entertained  those  opinions,  he  could 
not  have  joined  in  congratulating  her  Ma- 
jesty on  the  success  which  had  attended 
her  Majesty's  arms.  But  feeling,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  war  was  just  and  ne- 
cessary, he  rejoiced  that  in  every  step  of 
thoae  proceedings  the  most  anxious  desire 
had  been  shown  by  the  Government  of  this 
eooDtry  to  come  to  terms  with  China  at* 
the  lewt  expense  of  Chinese  life  and  pro- 
prty,  and  with  the  least  pressure  that 


could  be  applied  for  the  purpose  of  effecting 
the  object  in  view.  However,  in  noticing 
this  particular,  he  could  not  but  allude  to 
one  sentence  which  had  been,  perhaps,  inad- 
vertently introduced  into  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne,  and  which  apnearea  to  convey 
something  that  he  thought  could  not  be 
distinctly  affirmed.  It  was  stated  in  the 
Speech  that 

"  The  increased  exertions  which  by  the  li« 
berality  of  Parliament,  her  Majesty  was  ena- 
bled to  make  for  the  termination  of  hostilities 
with  China  have  been  eminently  successfuK'' 

He  did  not  know  what  act  of  liberality 
on  the  part  of  Parliament  was  referred  to, 
and  which  could  be  considered  as  the 
cause  of  the  success  of  the  war.  There 
was  no  act  of  liberality  on  the  part  of 
Parliament  but  the  financial  measures  of 
last  year.  Those  were  certainly  extremely 
liberal.  But  was  it  the  Income-tax  that 
enabled  her  Majesty's  Ministers  to  make 
increased  exertions  in  China  ?  There  must 
have  been  an  intense  desire  to  say  some- 
thing in  favour  of  the  Income-tax  without 
naming  it,  to  have  led  to  the  introduction  of 
such  an  observation.  He  was  a  little  fami- 
liar with  the  concoction  of  Royal  Speeches, 
and  he  could  imagine  that  when  all  the 
paragraphs  were  made  up,  it  occurred  to 
some  one  that  they  ought  to  have  a  sen- 
tence in  favour  of  the  Income-tax,  and 
then  it  was  suggested  that  they  might 
endeavour  to  connect  it  with  the  conauests 
in  China.  He  had  heard  of  odd  clauses 
added  to  bills  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
but  never  of  so  singular  a  tact  as  this  con- 
nection of  the  conquests  in  China  with  the 
financial  measures  of  last  year.  The  fact 
was  directly  contrary.  There  was  not 
one  design  entertained  by  her  Majesty's 
Government,  either  the  last  or  the  pre- 
sent— not  one  step  taken — that  might  not 
have  been  taken  previously  to  those  finan. 
cial  measures  being  introduced.  He  af- 
firmed, without  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
the  increased  means  which  were  employed 
in  the  Chinese  war^  were  the  means  sug- 
gested to  the  government  at  home  by  his 
noble  Friend,  the  late  Governor-general  of 
India,  immediately  on  hearing  of  the  fail- 
ure of  the  negotiations  with  Keshen.  It 
was  made  a  matter  of  reproach — but  he 
thought  it  no  matter  of  reproach — that 
they  had  so  long  hoped  for  accommoda- 
tion with  China  through  negotiation, 
and  without  the  application  of  military 
force;  but  from  the  moment  that  the  nego- 
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tiationf  of  thego?eninient  ciChm,  tliroogfa 
the  ignonooe  of  the  Chioete  gorennnenty 
were  of  no  antil,  that  perticular  deecnptioo 
of  force  which  was  tince  employed  in  efkeU 
tog  the  moet  extended  operations,  was 
pointed  out  hj  the  late  Gorernor-general 
of  India,  and  was  accepted  and  approrcd  of 
by  his  successor.  It  coosiated  of  some 
regiments  of  sepoys,  which  were  in  readi- 
ness, long  before  the  Income-tax,  for  car- 
rying on  the  war,  with  the  addition  of  one 
European  regiment.  Those  four  reci- 
ments  of  sepoys  were  the  identical  de-> 
scription  of  force  sent  to  China,  and  con- 
stituted the  Increased  means  of  warfare, 
quite  independently  of  the  supposed  liber- 
ality of  Parliament.  And  not  only  the 
force  but  the  scheme  of  operations  in  which 
it  was  employed,  was  pointed  out,  and,  to 
a  great  extent,  acted  upon.  While  upon 
the  subject,  he  wished  to  advert  to  a  topic 
of  in6nitely  greater  consequence  than  the 
amount  of  force  sent  to  China,  or  the  time 
of  sending  it — a  topic  connected  with  the 
great  object  of  opening  China  to  the  rest 
of  ihe  world,  and  to  which  the  attention 
of  Parliament  and  of  her  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters should  be  especially  directed,  as 
baring  relation,  not  to  the  interests  of  the 
present  moment,  or  the  triumph  and  glory 
of  this  particular  power,  but  to  the  future 
prospects  of  humanity,  and  affecting  the 
interests  of  everv  country  in  Europe.  The 
magnitude  of  tnis  object,  in  reference  to 
its  ultimate  possible  results,  could  not 
probably  be  orerrated.  It  was  infierior  in 
the  magnitude  of  its  bearings,  on  tlie  in- 
terest of  the  world,  only  to  that  great 
revolution  caused  b^  the  disoorery  ol  the 
transatlantic  countries  three  centuries  ago, 
the  consequences  of  which  those  three  cen- 
turies bad  but  imperfectly  dereloped  }  that 
mat  discovery  which  had  induced  one  of 
the  greatest  writers  of  this  country  to  ap- 
ply to  it  the  words— 

'*  Time's  noblest  offspring  is  its  last." 

The  late  event  resembled  the  discovery 
of  America,  since  it  opened  almmt  as 
great  a  portion  of  the  globe,  a  country 
measuring  twentv  degrees  of  latitude  by 
twenty  degrees  or  longitude,  to  the  vivify- 
ing influence  of  communication  with  us. 
It  was  not,  however,  like  America,  thinly 
peopled,  but  contained  a  population  in 
nundrods  of  millions,  who,  it  might  be 
expected,  were  prefiared  for  interoMirse 
with  this  country,  and  reailv  to  re<Tive 
that    communication,   aad   that    impulse 


which  it  was  in  the  power  ct  EarapaiB 
coantriea,  and.  above  all,  of  this  ommtrr  l» 
supply.  But  it  would  reooira  all  the  aldl, 
atteatioo,  aud  aasidoity  oi  dbe  Goternmert 
and  of  individnala  to  by  a  tbandatioB  §m 
that  iotcfroorse  which  was  of  so  soeh 
importance.  The  otoMist  care  ahonU  ht 
taken  to  prevent  any  kind  of  iajuatica,  or 
any  kind  of  violeooe,  and  not  onlj  tha 
rights,  but  the  prejndioea  of  the  Chioeaa 
people  should  be  respected,  ao  that  thmf 
shoold  regard  us  as  entering  that  country 
not  with  the  feelings  of  victora,  but  na 
friends  wishing  to  j^aoe  our  oonnnuiiau 
tions  with  them  on  a  footing  of  josticn 
and  equalitv.  On  their  soooeas  in  di(fca» 
ing  such  feelings  amongst  the  rhi— a 
(Mvpulation,  would  depend  the  good,  whirh^ 
under  Providence,  they  ought  to  be  Ihn 
means  of  accomplishing.  He  tmatadl, 
therefore,  that  her  Majesty's  Goiirnwant 
would  give  attention  to  Ihb  aobjnel^ 
and  that  means  would  be  devised  for  gitw 
ing  additionol  security  to  our  commnrQiBl 
relations,  by  placing  thoae  engaged  in 
commerce  there  under  some  local  anthn 
rity,  and  by  a  judicious  aelection  of  paei* 
sons  in  whom  such  authority  might  ht 
vested.  He  did  not  speak  with  distrust  nf 
her  Majesty's  Ministers,  or  of  the  nohin 
Lord  with  whom  the  appointasant  of  audi 
functionariea,  whether  consuls  er  oth«i» 
would  rest;  but  he  would  say,  that  n 
heavier  responsibiNty  never  imUmi  on 
any  one  than  the  reaponaibility  of  aueh 
appointments.  [The  Dmke  rf  WeiUmgiom  : 
Hear.]  He  did  not  mean  to  axpnsa  any 
doubt  of  what  the  conduct  ef  the  Onteni* 
ment  would  be,  but  he  hoped  ihof  wonhl 
not  be  backward  in  arming  the  imrtiaa 
so  appointed  with  legal  powers  anlicient 
to  ensure  due  control,  and  to  gisn  atary 
security  that  couM  be  given,  for  tha  dua 
reguUtion  of  an  interoouraa  ao  firaught  with 
important  oonsequenees  to  the  intereata  af 
the  world— coosequencea  which  would  con* 
tinue  to  operate  long  after  the  preaant  gana- 
ration  had  ceased  to  exist  He  vaatuied  ta 
throw  out  these  considerationa,  hecawae  thcjr 
presented  themselves  strongly  to  his  mind. 
He  would  only  add,  that  upon  the  aoccraa 
ful  result  of  tbe  war  he  did  moat  sincerely 
congratulate  her  Majesty's  Govemosent, 
and  congratulate  the  country,  for  he  ba- 
litfved  there  waa  hardly  one  man  wha 
had  not  rcaon  to  feel  that  his  own  indivi- 
dual interest,  as  well  as  the  interest  of  tha 
aiuntry  at  large,  had  been  brnefited.  The 
next  part  of  the  Speech  from  the  Thrana 
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to  whidi  be  would  refer  was  that  in  which 
ber  Majesty's  advLiers  admitted  the  dis- 
trassed  slate  of  the  country.  He  was  glad 
of  that  admission,  and  he  hardly  thought 
the  exiateooe  of  that  distress  could  be 
ilaled  ID  too  strong  terms.  When  it  was 
lilted  that  the  power  of  the  law  had  been 
fmd  efficacious  in  putting  down  the  dis- 
tvbaooes  created  by  that  distress,  he 
tbougbt  it  presented  another  subject  of 
eoBgratulatioD,  especially  when  it  was 
leoollected,  that  in  the  excitement  caused 
hy  tboae  disturbances,  there  had  been  less 
podtife  loss  of  property  or  life  than  in  any 
milar  case  had  e^er  been  heard  of.  They 
had  also  to  recollect  that  some  of  the  dis- 
tricts in  which  suffering  had  been  most 
dseply  felt  had  exhibited  a  forbearance,  an 
aequiescenoe  in  a  state  of  things  they 
deened  unjust, and  a  patient  waiting  for  the 
rdief  whidi  Parliament  might  administer, 
winch  reflected  the  highest  honour  on  them, 
sad  which  would  hardly  haFe  been  ex- 
hibited at  any  former  period  of  our  history. 
Thn  should  add,  if  anything  could  add,  to 
tte  de«re  of  her  Majesty's  Government 
sad  of  Parliament,  to  make  any  sacrifice 
tiMt  they  could  make,  and  to  administer  any 
lesDedy  in  their  power  which  might  pal- 
Kate  distress  endured  with  so  much  pa- 
tience. The  noUe  Marquess  concluded  with 
stating,  that  he  had  spoken  at  greater 
length  than  be  intended  on  some  points 
which  seemed  to  call  for  remark,  but  he 
had  no  intention  to  oppose  the  Address. 

The  Duke  of  fVeliington  said  :  I  did 
hope  that  the  tenor  of  the  Speech  delirered 
by  ber  Biajesty's  commands  from  the 
tnieoe,  and  of  the  able  speeches  of  my 
two  noble  friends  near  me,  the  noble  mover 
and  the  noble  seconder  of  the  Address, 
woyld  have  induced  the  noble  Marquess  (if 
he  thoQght  proper  to  make  any  observation 
at  all)  to  abstain  from  that  description  of 
•baerration  upon  which  it  would  be  neces- 
snry  forme  to  enter  into  any  explanation. 
Howerer,  the  noble  Marquess  has  thought 
paper  to  attack  the  Speech  on  the  score  of 
Its  Teradty.  We  are  told  that  her  Majesty 
has  been  aidvised  to  advert  to  the  liberality 
sf  Parlianient  as  having  enabled  her  Ma- 
jesty's forces  to  bring  the  war  in  China  to 
an  eariyand  successful  termination,  but 
that  we  have  made  no  mention  of  the 
laeome-tax  as  an  instance  of  that  liberality. 
My  kicdsy  I  beg  your  lordships  to  recollect 
that  the  common  course  of  parliamentary 
I— -I  diould  say  the  ordinary 
(for  it  was  not  the  course  during  the 
of  the  noble  Lord  opposite) 


— is  for  her  Majesty's  Government,  when 
engaged  in  war  to  come  down  with  an 
estimate  of  the  force  necessary  for  carrjiring 
it  on,  the  expense  thereof,  and  the  whole 
means  for  finding  the  money  to  psy  that 
expense.     It  is  perfectly  true  that  that 
course  was  totally  abandoned  by  the  noMe 
lords  opposite  when  they  were  in  o£Bce. 
They  carried  on  war  all  over  the  world 
with  a  peace  establishment,  and  they  con« 
eluded  that  those  who  succeeded    them 
would  do  the  same.     Now,  my  Lords,  that 
is  exactly  what  we  do  not.     The  noble 
Marquess  stated  that  if  he  had  been  one  of 
those  who  conceived  that  we  ought  to  have 
submitted  to  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of 
the  Emperor  of  China,  and  to  have  turned 
ourselves  into  customhouse  officers  for  that 
country,  he  not  only  would  not  recommend 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  but  could  not 
join  in  approbation  of  the  Address.     My 
Lords,  I  beg  the  noble  Marquess  to  recollect 
that  I  believe  I  was  almost  the  only  indi  - 
vidual  who  stated  that  the  real  ground  of 
complaint  against  the  Chinese  government 
was  its  conduct  towards  the  person  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  her  Majesty,  and 
representing  her  Majesty  in  China.   When 
a  motion  was  made  by  my  noble  Friend 
near  me,  I  believe  I  was  the  only  person 
who  defended  her  Majesty's  servants.     I 
said  that  the  war  was  a  just  and  necessary 
war;  I  will  go  farther,  and  say  if  it  had 
been  otherwise — if  it  had  been  a  war  solely 
on  the  score  of  the  robbery  of  the  opium— 
if  her  Majesty's  government  were  engaged 
in  that  war,  and  if  their  interests  and 
honour  were  involved  in  it,  I  should  have 
considered  it  my  duty  to  make  every  effort 
for  carrying  it  on  with  success,  and  have 
asked  Parliament  for  the  assistance  which 
would  have  enabled  ber  Majesty's  servants 
to  bring  it  to  an  early  and  successful  termi- 
nation. But  I  declared  formerly,  and  have 
always  declared,  that  I  thought  her  Ma- 
jesty's cause  a  just  one,  and  I  said  so  when 
I  was  the  only  man  in  the  House,  whether 
minister  or  otherwise,  to  suppmt  her  Ma- 
jesty's servants.    1  was  a  party  to  the  war, 
and  afterwards  to  advising  tier  Majesty 
on  the  measures  to  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion, in  order  to  bring  the  war  to  a  conclu- 
sion.  What  did  her  Majesty's  servants  do  ? 
They  recommended  her  Majesty  to  call  on 
Parliament  for  a  grant  of  aoditional  forces 
and  for  a  grant  of  a  far  larger  sum  of 
money  than  had  been  granted,  in  a  former 
year,  for  carrying  on  that  particular  ser- 
vice.    But  more,  my  lords.     Not  a  week 
after  they  came  into  office  they  sent  ordera 
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to  India  to  prepare  to  send  reioforoeiiieots 
to  Cbina;  and  reinforcemeDts  were  lent 
firom  Cnglaod :  first,  of  troops,  and  of  ships 
■s  sooD  as  thev  could  be  prepared.  Thcve 
troops  and  snips  arriTedy  and  were  en- 
gsged  in  the  operations  which  brought 
the  war  to  a  close,  immediately  prerioos 
to  the  negotiation  for  peace.  So  much  for 
the  Tenunty  of  the  Speech.  But  it  appears 
that  the  same  pUn  and  the  same  operations 
were  carried  on  by  the  former  Government. 
I  beg  the  noble  Lord's  pardon.  He  forgets 
altogether  the  operations  at  Chusan.  He 
forgets  the  troops  being  withdrawn  from 
the  settlements  at  the  northern  part  of 
the  Chinese  seas»  and  the  going  down  to 
Canton.  He  forgets  the  many  months 
lost  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign. 
And  he  leares  out  of  mind  the  orders  sent 
from  India  in  September  and  October  last, 
because  it  is  desired  to  represent  in  the 
House  that  a  statement  in  the  Speech,  de- 
]irered  by  her  Majesty's  command,  wants 
Teracity.  Then,  my  Lords,  the  noble  Mar- 
quess comes  with  recommendations  very 
sensible  and  wise  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
we  ought  to  proceed  in  order  to  carry  on 
our  commercial  intercourse  with  China, 
and  he  tells  us  that  all  will  depend  on  the 
measures  which  may  l>e  first  adopted  on 
the  subject.  That  is  very  true,  ana  I  hope 
that  if  such  measures  are  adopted  they 
will  be  carried  into  execution.  The  exe- 
cution was  what  was  forgotten  by  the 
Government  of  the  noble  lords  opposite. 
They  had  a  very  fine  scheme— -an  admira- 
ble plan  for  establishing  a  jurisdiction  over 
firitish  subjects  in  China^-and  a  variety 
of  measures  which,  if  adopted,  would  pro- 
bably  have  prevented  the  recent  squabbles, 
but  not  one  of  these  was  ever  adopted.  I 
happened  to  be  in  office  for  a  short  lime, 
and  I  left  a  memorandum  recommending 
measures  to  be  adopted.  But  during  the 
time  noble  lords  opposite  were  in  office,  and 
up  to  the  time  of  the  war  breaking  out, 
not  one  measure  did  they  carry  into  exe- 
cution. Now,  my  I/ords,  if  we  adopt  wise 
measures,  1  hope  we  shall  carry  them  into 
execution*  Having  said  go  much  of  China, 
I  will  advert  to  a  part  of  the  subject  which 
I  certainly  hoped  the  noble  Marquess, 
taking  example  from  the  moderation  of  the 
Snt-ecn  from  the  Throne,  and  of  the  speeches 
or  my  noble  Friends  near  me,  would  have 
avoided — I  did  hope  he  would  have  avoided 
all  topics  of  irritation,  and  have  confined 
himself  to  the  military  topics  in  the  Speech 
from  the  Thnme,  without  adverting  to 
persons  not  here  present.      If  we  arc  to 


have  discnsrioos  od  the  important  sobfcct 
of  India,  it  would  be  better  to  confine  the 
discussion  of  this  night  to  the  questioat 
placed  befiire  us  by  her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment. I  think  no  refierence  need 
be  made  to  anterior  traasactioosiy  or  tho 
disasters  which  have  occurred.  Those 
disasters  must  be  admitted,  as  to  the  fiicta 
they  cannot  be  denied.  But  the  noble 
Marquess  has  referred  to  orders  given  Ibr 
the  movements  of  the  troops.  Now,  I 
have  seen  something  of  Govemors-general« 
and  I  know  some  little  of  military  aiEurs 
and  military  difficulties ;  and  I  must  saj 
this — that  I  stand  prepared,  on  any  day, 
to  justify  every  order  for  movement,  whe- 
ther one  way  or  the  other,  that  the  Go- 
vernor-general has  given,  from  the  mo- 
ment in  which  he  took  on  him  to  ad* 
minister  the  Government  of  India  to  the 
present  moment  I  shall  be  ready,  my 
Lords,  whenever  the  noble  Marquess  or 
any  other  person  shall  make  any  charges, 
none  of  which  are  yet  made,  to  reply  to 
them,  and  to  defend  my  noble  Friend.  I 
say,  that  the  Governor-general,  as  soon  as 
he  accepted  the  Government,  did  as  modi 
as  was  in  bis  power,  considering  the  state 
of  the  preparations  which  he  found  on  hb 
arrival.  It  was  not  possible  for  any  man 
to  do  more,  and  every  order  which  he  gave 
for  the  troops  to  halt  or  to  march  was  ne» 
cessary,  considering  the  insufficiency  of 
the  troops.  No  blame  can  be  thrown  on 
his  acts,  which  were  the  consequences  of 
omissions  before  he  arrived  in  India.  I 
will  say,  that  in  the  absence  of  any  servant 
of  the  Crown  I  should  be  ready  to  MtvA 
him,  but  I  firmly  believe  my  noble  Friend 
has  done  his  duty.  I  am  sorry  to  say  one 
word  on  this  subject.  I  was  sorrv  to  hear 
the  noble  Marquess  refer  to  it ;  1  warned 
him  at  the  time  that  I  did  not  wish  to  say 
anything  in  defence  of  my  noble  Frieno, 
and  I  now  only  wish  to  show,  that  there 
was  no  want  of  attention  on  the  part  of  my 
noble  Friend  the  GovenKNr-ffeneral,  but  m 
those  who  preceded  hiss.  1  nave  no  more 
observations  to  make,  but  I  wish  to  say, 
in  relation  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  con- 
cluded with  the  United  Sutes,  that  I 
think  it  is  not  fair  to  my  noble  Friend 
(Lord  Ashburton)  to  enter  into  that  sub- 
ject till  all  the  papers  are  before  the  House. 
Y^our  Lordships  will  then  have  an  onpor. 
t unity  of  considering  on  what  grounos  the 
difierent  points  of  the  treaty  rest,  and  what 
my  noble  F'riend  can  state  in  iustification 
of  the  treaty.  I  must  likewise  observe, 
that  when  tnc  noble  Marquess  objects  to 
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the  terms  of  the  treaty  adopted  by  my 
noUe  Friend,  he  forgets  the  adoption  of 
the  award  of  the  arbitrator  by  the  Govem- 
nent  of  which  the  noble  Marquess  was  a 
Member,  and  which  embraced  all  the  points 
for  which  the  noble  Marquess  blamed  my 
BoUe  Friend.  Under  these  circumstances, 
I  think  my  noble  Friend  has  most  satis- 
fiKtorily  concluded  the  treaty.  The  fact 
18, that  the  treaty  of  peace,  called  the  treaty 
of  Ghent,  was  never  carried  into  execution, 
because  the  United  States  wished  for  one 
fine,  and  we  wished  for  another,  and  the 
line  intended  by  the  treaty  was  not  defined. 
The  question  was  referred  to  arbitration, 
and  the  arbitrator  gave  his  award.  Eng- 
land adopted  that  award ;  the  United  States 
did  not.  My  noble  Friend  adopted  a  new 
Kne,  and  his  proposal  fed  to  a  new  arrange  • 
ment.  I  will  not  enter  into  the  discussion 
before  the  papers  are  laid  on  the  Table,  and 
when  they  are  they  will  throw  no  blame 
on  my  noble  Friend.  I  believe  that  the 
arrangement  he  has  made  is  most  satisfac. 
toiy  to  the  country,  particularly  as  it  puts 
ID  end  to  the  question  in  dispute,  and  puts 
OB  end  to  the  heats  and  anger  which  ex- 
uted  between  the  two  countries,  and  which 
embraced  the  leading  interests  of  both. 

Lord  Brougham.  I  have  followed  with 
the  greatest  interest  the  impressive  and 
able  speech  of  my  noble  friend  opposite 
(the  Duke  of  Wellington),  who  speaks  on 
whatever  subject  comes  before  the  House 
with  the  greatest  weight  of  authority,  and 
in  a  manner  to  command  the  greatest  at- 
tention and  excite  the  greatest  interest; 
but  who  upon  this  particular  occasion,  when 
he  was  to  deal  with  subjects  of  which  he  of 
all  men  may  be  said  to  know  the  most,  and 
to  be  the  highest  living  authority,  upon 
them,  must  needs  rivet,  as  in  point  of  fact 
be  has  ri vetted,  the  attention  of  your  Lord- 
ships. Nevertheless,  my  Lords,  because  my 
Do^  Friend  has  left  out  one  or  two  mate- 
ria) considerations  that  now  force  them- 
adves  on  my  mind,  and  because  I  think 
that  those  considerations  involve  interests 
of  the  very  highest  order  for  the  prospe- 
rity and  the  peace  of  this  country,  I  deem 
it  to  be  my  bounden  duty  to  trespass  for 
a  Kctle  while  upon  your  attention,  while  I 
entreat  your  attention  to  the  subject.  Now, 
first,  with  respect  to  the  American  treaty, 
I  heartily  concur  with  my  noble  Friend 
the  noble  Marquess  behind  me(theMarquess 
of  Lanadowne)  and  with  the  noble  Duke 
ia  expressing  a  sentiment,  I  believe  com- 
to  all  parties — to  all  men  both  in  and 
of  Parliament — a  sentiment  of  univer- 
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sal  exultation,  that  the  differences  with 
America  are  at  length  settled.  And  as  to 
the  terms  of  that  settlement — as  to  the 
territory  which  is  affected  by  the  line  of 
boundary  that  we  have  heard  so  much 
talked  of  to-night,  and  so  much  more 
and  so  much  less  wisely  talked  of 
out  of  doors,  I  profess  for  myself  to  be 
of  this  opinion— (a  heresy,  I  doubt  not, 
as  it  will  be  regarded  by  some,  perhaps 
by  my  noble  Friends  behind  me) — I  so 
infinitely  overvalue,  perhaps,  the  import- 
tance,  the  vital  importance,  to  the  in- 
terests of  this  country  and  of  mankind  at 
large,  of  a  good  understanding,  of  a  cordial, 
friendly  footing,  being  restored  between 
this  country  and  our  kmsmen  of  America^ 
that  I  care  not  how  this  line  of  boundary  is 
drawn.  I  am  utterly  indifferent  what 
direction  that  line  takes,  let  it  go  a  few 
miles  or  leagues  to  the  right  hand  or  to 
the  left  hand,  even  let  it  affect  Cape  Rous, 
even  let  it  affect  the  navigation  of  St. 
John's  river — welcome !  take  it  all !  Give  it 
up !  only  give  me  peace  between  America 
and  England.  But,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  left 
to  that  in  defending  the  treaty  of  my  noble 
Friend  opposite.  This  is  a  warfare,  if  it 
may  be  so  called — for  it  is  only  a  harmless 
warfare  of  political  conflict,  in  which  I  and 
my  noble  Friend  who  has  now  happily  ter- 
minated the  American  differences  about 
which  we  have  been  negotiating,  I  am  afraid 
we  must  both  of  us  say,  nearly  a  quarter  of 
a  century,  have  together  been  engaged,  in- 
deed both  of  us  have  been  engaged  in  it 
ever  since  the  year  1807.  Since  that  period 
my  noble  Friend  and  I  have  been  allies  in 
these  controversies,  and,  whether  in  or  out 
of  doors,  very  few  persons  have  applied  more 
attention  to  or  have  had  more  familiar 
acquaintance  with  the  matters  in  dispute. 
I  have  thus  a  peculiar  interest  in  the  suc- 
cess of  my  noble  Friend's  negotiations, 
and  I  feel  a  little  of  the  pride  of  an  old  ally 
with  him  in  his  present  success,  as  I  share 
with  all  my  countrymen  whose  opinions 
are  worth  having  in  thanking,  from  the 
bottom  of  my  heart,  my  noble  Friend  for 
the  skill,  the  tempered  firmness  and  con- 
ciliation, with  which  he— and  I  firmly 
believe,  partly  from  his  own  intrinsic  qua- 
lities and  partly  from  accidental  circum- 
stances connecting  him  with  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  he  alone,  of  all  her 
Majesty's  subjects  (so  happy  was  the 
choice  of  a  negociator  made  in  him), 
could  have  brought  that  negotiation  to 
its  present  successful  close,  and  by 
which  not  only  he  gave  us  peace^  but  he 
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restored  oordiil  good  aodertUndiDg,  and 
brought  back  that  feeling  of  mutual  good- 
will that  unhappilj  had  been  so  long  dia- 
turbt^i  But  DOW,  my  Lords,  as  to  the 
defence  of  mv  noble  Friend's  negntiatioo. 
"The  line  ot  boondarj,"  says  the  ooble 
Marquess  behind  me,  **  was  so  driven  as  to 
imply — to  involre,  great  concession  on  our 
part.'  "  Concession"  is  the  word  tried  in 
the  more  temperate  and  judicious  diction 
of  my  noble  Friend.  "  Capitulation'*  is  the 
word  used  by  the  less  well-tnforroed.  and 
more  ignorant,  and  more  factious  critics  of 
the  negotiation  out  of  doors.  But  they 
are  equally  wrong, — whether  the  *'  con- 
cession-men,** or  the  "  capitulation-men," 
they  are  equally  wrong  or  equally  forget- 
ful of  the  tacts  to  their  discredit  on  which 
my  noble  Friend's  treaty  turns.  For,  how 
stands  the  fact?  Two  charges  only  are 
brought  to-night ;  when  others  are  brought 
it  will  be  time  to  meet  them ;  these  two 
charges  are,  the  large  concessions  which 
the  drawing  of  that  line  of  boundary  made, 
and  in  return  for  which  we  ought  it  is  said 
to  have  obtained  counter-concessioui  as  a 
compensation.  How  many,  and  what  kind 
of  concessions  did  the  award  of  his  Majesty 
the  King  of  the  Netherlands  give  us  when 
be  drew,  as  my  noble  Friend  the  noble 
Duke  opposite  justly  observed,  the  self* 
same  line  of  boundary  which  my  noble 
Friend  has  conceded,  with  this  one  excep- 
tion, that  part  of  it  came  within  our 
boundary  and  cut  off  a  considerable  portion 
of  one  of  our  provinces,  but  which  my 
noble  Friend,  departing  from  the  line  of 
the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  has  obtained 
for  us,  and  as  a  concession  from  the  Ame- 
ricans ?  Now  they  who  at  this  day  choose 
to  cavil  at  my  noble  Friend's  boundary, 
were  quite  ready  and  willing  to  accept  the 
self-same  boundary  under  that  king's 
award  and  quarrelled  with  America  lor 
refusing  it.  So  much  for  their  candour  snd 
fairness.  But  are  these  leagues,  or  a  few 
square  leagues,  or  100  square  leagues  of 
the  barren  or  forest  territory  of  that 
country  to  stand  in  the  way  of  an  honrst, 
and  hearty,  and  entire  approval  of  the 
great  and  inestimable  gcKxl  which  has  been 
obtained  by  restoring  peace  with  Anicrioi, 
and  putting  an  enci  to  squabbling*  with 
that  country  ?  I'he  amount  or  the  value 
of  such  leagues  in  the  scale,  I  will  not 
stoop  to  consider.— >I  will  not  condetceoci 
to  weigh  the  one  against  the  other — 
the  feather  against  the  pure  gold.  But 
then  comes  the  navigation  of  the  river 
St  John,  and  that  I  admit  formed  no  |)art 


of  the  King  of  the  Netberbods'  avaid, 
he  only  awarding  the  bouadary  line  ;  and 
my  noble  Friend  is  charged  with  naktng 
a  large  ooueeasioo— *'  ooocessioo"  kcs«» 
^  capitulation**  elsewhere— of  tbe  aavigft- 
tiou  of  the  St.  John's  River.  TImS  rirer 
flows,  as  is  well  known,  into  the  Bay  of 
Fundy,  through  three  descriptioiis  of  tv • 
ritory.  One  portion  of  the  stieaai  flows 
through  American  territory  only,  aaother 
portion  through  territory  on  one  side  Aaw- 
rican  and  on  the  other  »de  English,  aad  a 
third  portion,  and  by  hr  tbe  most  matierial 
portion,  through  English  colonial  tatiitoty 
on  both  sides  of  the  stream.  Now,  to  aay 
person  so  well  versed,  1  will  not  say  ia 
geography,  but  in  questions  of  navigatioo 
and  of  trade,  as  my  noble  Friend  (Lsrd 
Lansdowne)~even  to  a  person  who  ps»» 
fesses  ignorance,  as  I  do  on  such  questioiis, 
pretending  only  to  have  a  general  iofonaa* 
tion  on  such  subjects— even  to  one  so  little 
informed,  it  appears  obvious  on  the  slightest 
consideration  that  of  the  three  descrtptioas^ 
of  course,  by  ^  the  most  important  to  havt» 
and  by  far  the  moat  important  not  to  kava 
given  up,  is  precisely  the  third,  or  that  oa 
which  you  have  the  territory  on  both  sides; 
because,  by  having  the  territory  on  both 
sides,  you  command  that  navigation ;  you 
efiectually  keep  in  yoor  hand  all  the  trade 
on  the  upper  and  more  inUnd  part  of  the 
river.  Now,  again  repeating  that  thb 
whole  question  is,  in  my  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, of  infinitely  small  importance  con- 
pared  with  the  great  object  gaiaed,  even  if 
the  navigation  were  given  up  altogether,  il 
does  so  happen  thai  that  part  of  the  aaviga- 
tion  which  we  rstaia  tbe  posssssion  of,  ia 
the  third  and  Ust  that  1  have  described; 
whereby  the  result  is,  and  must  of  necea- 
sity  be,  that  we  ooomaod  the  trade  of  the 


upper  part— KHT  the  omnps  mUnd  part— tha 
part — to  the  Bay  oi    Fuady. 
My  Lordsy  i  hers  leave  the  qucstioo  of  the 


American 


American  treaty,  oooe  more  eaprsssing  my 
hearty  and  entire  satislactioQ  with  it*  and 
my  gratitude  to  mv  noble  Friend — my  ex- 
ultation as  a  British  subject,  and,  1  may 
add,  as  a  citiaeo  of  the  world — that  the« 
apparently  endless  disputes  between  the 
two  countries  are  at  length  brought  to  aa 
honourable  and  a  happy  termination.  And 
now,  my  Lords,  sufier  me  to  carry  your  at- 
tention, for  one  mcHnent,  from  the  west  to 
the  east,  as  regards  her  Majesty's  Speech, 
and  to  express,  in  common  with  my  ooble 
Friend  behind  me,  and  in  cumasoa  with  the 
noble  Duke,  as  well  as  with  the  ooble  mover 
and  seconder  of  the  Addreos,  the  exultatioa 
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w^  an  must  feel  at  the  baopy  termination 
of  tKe  war — they  call  it  **  ttie  glorious  ter- 
minatioii  of  the  war  in  AfTghauistan ;"  I 
am  diaposed  to  call  it  the  happy  event  of  our 
bring  delirered  from  that  war.  My  Lords, 
BO  one  can  hare  listened  to  the  justification 
pronoanced  of  my  noble  Friend  the  Go- 
fCTDor  -  general  of  India  by  the  noble 
Duke  without  feeling  the  great  importance 
of  that  opinion,  its  almost  decisive  weight 
ta  the  scale  (if  the  scale  had  hung  doubt- 
ftd)*  whether  for  attack  or  defence,  for  the 
aoqoittal  or  condemnation  of  the  Gover- 
nor-geDeral's  conduct.  The  pronouncing 
of  that  opinion  by  the  highest  living  autho- 
rity upon  military  subjects— whether  in 
Ana  or  in  Europe-^  the  pronouncing  of  an 
aoqoittal  so  decisively  ana  so  heartily  as  my 
adble  Friend  has  to- night  pronounced  it 
opoo  the  Governor-general,  cannot  fail  to 
haTe  all  over  the  world  a  most  important 
iniltieDce  in  this  discussion.  But  in  the 
midst  of  all  these  triumphs— of  all  these 
happy  events— of  the  great  happiness  of 
our  escape  from  disaster — the  result  of 
great  ana  glaring  impolicy — in  the  midst 
af  all  this  smiling  scene,  from  the  des- 
patches to  which  my  noble  Friend  behind 
me  (the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  has  di- 
rected your  attention,  there  weighs  some- 
Uiing  on  my  mind  which,  though  ready  to 
wait  for  eirplanation,  and  anxious  that  that 
explanation  should  result  in  acquittal,  I 
eonless  gives  me  some  pain, — 


Mtdio  de  foote  leporam 


*  Sargit  amari  aliquid,  quod  in  ipsis  floribus 
aagat." 

My  Lords,  I  have  seen — it  may  be  capable 
of  explanation,  it  may  be  possible  to  ex- 
teaoate  it,  it  may  even,  for  aught  I  know, 
be  possible  to  iustifjr  and  defend  it— but  I 
have  seen,  witn  anxious  pain  and  grief,  and 
let  me  add,  as  an  Englishman  viewing  the 
conduct  of  my  countrymen  brought  before 
the  bar  of  public  opinion  all  over  Europe 
—  I  have  seen,  with  a  pang  of  shame,  cer- 
tain passages  that  have  accompanied  the 
termination,  otherwise  felicitous  and  glo- 
rioos,  of  these  unhappy  and  inglorious  hos- 
tifities.  Prodigious  works  of  hnman  in- 
dostry^  mighty  remains  of  the  skill,  as  well 
S8  the  w^th  of  past  ages,— vast  monu- 
aents  ct  ancient  industry  and  taste— great 
basaaxs,  the  resort  of  trade,  and  the  sources 
of  neao^l  commercial  prosperity,  levelled 
viththe  ground  and  their  fragments 
•eatterad  in  the  dust— great  cities  set  fire 
to  bj  tlie  avowal  of  the  incendiary  ge- 
■sftf  bittadf  in   four  several  placet  in 


one  night — troops  let  loose  upon  the  un- 
offending people   by  the  avowal,   not  of 
tlie  captain,  but  at  lesa^t  of  a  military  eye- 
witness who  participated   in  the  sfaugh- 
ter  — people  hunted  down — *'  thousands  of 
individuals  hunted  down*'  is  the  phrase, 
'*  like  vermin,  fortwodays  and  two  nights." 
These,  mj  Lords,  are  sad,  they  are  terrific 
passages  in  our  recent  Indian  story.     All 
this,  for  aught  I  know,  may  be  explained 
and  palliated — all  this  for  aught  I  can  tell 
(iind  God  grant  it  be  so),  may  receive  its 
full  justification ;  but  as  at  present  ad- 
vised 1  confess  I  heard  with  pain,  with 
hnrror,   and   with   shame,   these  |)assages 
which  accompanied  the  end  of  the  Afghan 
war.     My  Lords,  I  am  bid  to  look,  as  the 
justification  for  such  excesses,  to  the  ex- 
cesses  previously  committed  against  our 
own  troops;  and  I  well  know,  that  when 
o!ice  you  go  to  war — and  it  is  exactly  upon 
this  account  more  than  any  other  that  I 
abhor  war  as  the  greatest  of  human  crimes 
— 1  know,  as  who  does  not?  that  the  skilful 
mind,  the  humane  temper,  the  steady  hand 
which  had  held  up  the  dogs  of  war  when 
they  are  once  unslipped,  is  utterly  impo- 
tent to  chain  them  up  again,  and  must  lay 
its  account  with  standing  by  the  helpless 
witness  of  the  horrors  those  furies  commit. 
This  I  am  aware  of,  and  to  all  the  benefit 
that  will  accrue  in   defence  or  palliation 
which  may  result  from  these  considerations, 
they  who  were  so  lately  concerned  in  these 
transactions  are  welcome  at  mv  hands.  But 
this  I  further  do  know,  that  it  exasperation 
— if  exasperation  of  our  soldiers  is  to  be  the 
dt'fence  of  these  transactions — if  it  be  said 
that  our  regiments  could  not  bear  to  see 
the  ground  over  which  they  passed  bleached 
with  the  bones  of  their  countrymen  who 
had  perished  on  the  same  spot  last  year  by 
the  hands  of  those  they  were  sent  to  at- 
tack— if  this  is  to  be  the  defence,  then  I  na- 
turally ask,  whose  fault  was  it  that  they 
were  there  ?    How  came  they  to  be  in  that 
country  to  be  massacred  ?     Whence  arose 
these  horrors?     What  gave  rise  to  these 
scenes  of  slaughter  >     By  whom,  in  conse- 
quence of  what,  through  whose  plans  or 
whose  policy  did  it  occur  that  these  visions 
of  blooa  were  presented  to  the  sight  ?  1  say, 
those  who  went  there — those  who  maae 
the  aggression  on  the  AfiTghan  territory — 
they  have  themselves  to  thank  and  those 
that  sent  them,  for  these  cruelties.     When 
men  invade  a  country  they  must  not  ex- 
pect the  invaded  to  be  very  nice  as  to  the 
moans  they  employ  in  their  self-defence  or 
in  their  vengeance    There  is  a  great  differ* 
C2 
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ence  with  respect  to  cruelties  committed 
in  repelling  aggression  and  those  per{)e- 
trated  in  making  it.  Let  us  suppose  a 
case— let  us  even  take  an  example  from 
what  has  passed  within  the  recollection 
of  most  of  us — let  us  suppose  the  case  of 
a  French  army  passing  through  Prussia, 
on  their  way  to  Moscow,  being  defeated 
and  being  exposed  in  their  retreat  to  the 
vengeance  of  the  very  Prussian  peasantry 
whom  they  had  aggrieved  on  their  passage. 
I  never  yet  heard,  hardly  even  a  French- 
man, certainly  never  an  Englishman,  make 
use  of  any  very  harsh  expressions  of  blame 
towards  the  Prussians  fur  their  conduct 
towards  the  French  army,  for  it  was  na- 
turally felt  that  they  made  the  attack,  and 
must  expect  to  be  roughly  treated  in  re- 
turn. But  I  will  put  the  case  in  another 
way.  The  Affghans  are  not  Christians: 
we  are.  Let  u*  apply  the  fundamental 
rule  of  Christianity  -,  and  make  the  case 
our  own.  Suppose  we  were  invaded — 1 
will  not  say  by  an  Affghan.  but  by  a  civi. 
lised  force— suppose  they  should  get  pos- 
session of  a  part  of  the  country,  and  great 
resistance  hhould  be  made,  lest  they  should 
go  further.  Would  any  man  living  be  so 
scrupulous,  so  nice  as  greatly  to  blame  the 
peasintry  of  the  country  for  cutting  off 
every  man  living  of  that  force,  whether 
general  or  captain,  or  subaltern  or  pri- 
vate, aye,  or  even  merelv  camp  follower, 
who  fell  into  the  hands  ot  those  aggrieved 
by  the  violence  of  the  invasion  ?  And 
yet  what  are  the  Afighans  charged  with 
-—what  do  you  lay  to  their  blame — ex- 
cept that  they,  not  being  Christians,  not 
being  civilised,  exercised  some  degree 
of  cruelty  towards  a  Christian  and  a  civi- 
lised soldiery  tent  into  their  territory  for 
political  purposes,  founded  on  views,  very 
profound  and  wise,  no  doubt,  but  of  which 
they,  having  unearthly  concern  with  them, 
took  no  earthly  heed,  onlv  caring  for  the 
safety  of  themselves,  of  their  wives,  and 
of  their  cottages,  which  in  your  profound 
policy  you  thought  fit  to  invade?  This 
course  they  took,  and  because  they  took  it 
a  devastation  is  committed  —  ruthless — 
but  as  needless  as  it  was  ruthless — a  su- 
perfluous devastation,  having  no  purpose, 
no  object ;  because  the  object  —  the  pur- 
pose of  the  movcment^ — was  answered  in 
the  occupation  of  their  country,  and  release 
of  their  captives  ;  a  devastation  only  com- 
mitted, as  it  would  seem,  to  gratify  a  fierce, 
a  brutal,  an  unchristian  spirit  of  venge- 
ance, or  to  work  out  a  nolicy  to  which  1 
will  give  00  harsh  or  vituperative  name, 


but  of  which  I  will  say  that  it  is  a  weak, 
an  empty,  a  self-repugoant,  aye,  and  a 
self-destructive  policy — that  policy  being 
to  impress  a  Dotioo,  to  leave  a  recollec- 
tion of  your  power  upon  the  naltoos  of  the 
East,  forgetting  that  at  the  same  time  yoa 
are  impressing  it  you  are  also  leaving 
on  their  minds  an  unquencliable  abhor- 
rence of  the  European  name  and  cha- 
racter ;  or,  at  least,  of  the  name  and  cha- 
racter of  the  British  Europeans.  My 
Lords,  I  did  not  think  it  inconsistent  with 
my  duty  to  take  advantage  of  this  occasion 
to  enter  my  protest  against  these  cmd 
barbarities — a  protest,  1  beg  leave  to  say, 
entirely  without  factious,  or  persona),  or 
invidious  objects,  but,  as  1  believe,  in  ac- 
cordance with  views  which  are  shared  by 
others  at  home  and  abroad,  nay  1  am  coo* 
fident  shared  by  my  noble  friends  opposite 
themselves.  My  Lords,  1  cannot  close  these 
observations  without  adverting  to  another 
part  of  the  Speech,  from  which  1  have  also 
derived  uumingled  satisfaction, — 1  refer  to 
her  Majesty's  assurance  of  the  earnest  de- 
sire of  foreign  powers  to  cooperate  with 
her  Majesty  in  the  maintenance  of  general 
peace.  My  Lords,  1  here  particuUrly  re- 
fer to  that  foreign  power,  peace  with  which 
implies  peace  with  all  Europe — 1  might 
almost  say  with  all  the  world — I  mean  the 
great  kingdom  of  France.  Nothing  could 
be  more  unfortunate  than  that  spirit  which 
lately  prevailed  in  France,  but  which  is 
now,  1  am  ^lad  to  believe,  on  the  de- 
cline, —  1  mean  that  contentious  tpirit 
of  finding  fault  with  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  on  every  question  she  takes  in 
hand,  blaming  all  slie  does,  regards  her 
successes  with  grudging  envy.  Iter  disas- 
ters with  exultation,  and  especially  of 
condemning  her  with  regard  to  the  course 
she  desires  to  pursue  respecting  the  im- 
portant question  of  the  slave  trade,  and  the 
right  of  search.  With  respect  to  thb 
subject  I  am  more  especially  anxious  to 
offer  a  few  observations,  believing,  with- 
out vanity,  that  my  entering  into  the 
question  may  have  a  salutary  effect  else- 
where in  leading  towards  its  settlement. 
My  l.ords,  there  exists  in  France  an  ex- 
traordinary degree  of  ignorance  on  this 
subject,— not  among  the  lower  orders,  but 
among  men  of  nome  mark— an  ignorance 
which  1  own  fairly  I  could  not  have  be- 
lieved possible  if  1  had  not  had  evidence 
of  it  very  lately,  even  within  the  last  fort- 
night, the  evidence  of  my  own  eyes  and 
ears.  This  ignorance  too,  let  it  be  under- 
stood, is  not  confined  to  interested  persons 
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>-to  the  West-Indian  party  and  their  hired 
agents  in  the  chambers  or  in  the  press,  for 
they  notoriously  have  hired  agents  in  both 
— bat  it  exists  among  men  far  better  in- 
formed^ and  most  unlikely  to  be  made  the 
toob  of  any  sect  or  faction.  I  have  with 
■T  own  ears  heard  some  of  them  declare, 
vbat  but  that  I  had  so  heard  I  could  not 
hafe  belieYed  any  man  capable  of  saying, 

"Oh,  England  cares  nothing  for  the  right  of 
seardi  as  regards  the  abolition  of  the  slave- 
trade  ;  she  only  wants  to  get  her  foot  od  the 
principle  by  which  she  shall  establish  an  abso- 
iote  claim  to  a  maritime  superiority— >to  what 
she  calls  the  sovereignty  of  the  seas." 

These  arguments,  and  such  as  these,  are 
at  the  bottom  of  the  objections  which  pre. 
vented  the  treaty  of  1841  from  being  exe- 
cuted, and  at  the  bottom  of  the  desire  to 
break  the  treaties  of  1831  and  1833,  and  no 
one  better  knows  how  the  whole  question 
bears,  how  this  national  jealousy  obtains, 
than  the  noble  Lord  opposite(Lord  Ashbur- 
ton),  who  was  lately  of  necessity  so  much 
eng^iged  in  the  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject. He  and  I  know  also  how  fallacious 
u  the  whole  argument,  for  upon  this  ques- 
tion we  two  have  likewise  been  asso- 
ciated for  much  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century.  Its  discussion  began  in 
1807,  and  it  continued  afterwards  to  be 
■ade  a  party  question  for  eight  whole 
years.  We  were  leaders  on  the  question  ; 
I  belicTe  1  entered  Parliament  as  Counsel, 
afterwards  as  a  Member.  He  and  I  con- 
doded  that  great  controversy,  and  brought 
it,  in  1812,  to  a  successful  close,  by  repeal- 
ing the  Orders  in  Council — the  favourite 
awasnres  of  those  who  maintained  the 
■laritime  supremacy  of  England.  We, 
both  of  us,  all  along  took  what  was  called 
the  low  view  of  maritime  rights,  and  it  was 
the  very  party  to  which  we  belonged,  and 
which  is  now  pressing  the  right  of  search, 
which  was  then  always  opposed  to  the 
daims  of  belligerents  as  against  the  rights 
of  neutrals.  We  were  attacked  as  uu- 
Eaglish,  as  anti-national,  as  allies  of  Ame- 
rica and  of  the  neutrals,  as  hostile  to  the 
maritime  claims  of  our  own  country.  Now 
10  far  from  these  claims  having  any,  the 
loMt  connexion  with  the  right  of  search, 
I  assert,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  in- 
deed all  your  Lordships  are  fully  aware  of 
it,  that  the  party  which  maintains  the  right 
of  search  is  the  very  party  always  strenu- 
9udj  0|^>08ed  to  those  claims  of  mari- 
tiflM  sQpremaCY,  and  that  the  party  who 
pnaed  the  claims  of  maritime  supremacy, 
lit  tlie  purtj^  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 


who  care   not  a  straw   for  the  right   of 
search,  because  indifferent  about  the  slave- 
trade.     The  ignorance  in  France  is  exactly 
like   what  would  be  in  this  country  the 
ignorance  of  a  man  who  should  say,  that 
my  noble    Friend    M.  de  Chateaubriant 
disliked  M.  des  Dreux,  Brese,  and  M .  de 
Noailles,   on  account  of  the  hatred  both 
these  persons  bear  to  the  Due  de  Bordeaux 
and  of  their  vehement  predilection  for  the 
Government    of  King    Louis    Phillippe. 
Such  would  not  be  at  all  a  grosser  blunder 
as  to  French  party,  than  the  blunder  into 
which  these  fall,  as  to  the  English  party, 
who  say  that   the  advocates  of  right  of 
search  are  the  champions  of  English  naval 
supremacy  and   English  maritime  rights. 
But    with    respect   to    what    has    fallen 
from    the    noble    Marquess    behind    me, 
who    regretted    that    nothing    had    been 
done   in  America   upon   this  question,  I 
have  also,  with  permission  of  the  House, 
to  say  one  word.     It  is  quite  true  that  the 
French  have  argued  this  question  on  the 
ground  of  the  conduct  of  the  Americans. 
It   is   quite   true   that    they    have    said, 
**  Why  should  we  concede  the  right  when 
America  refuses?     America  shows  spirit. 
America  evinces  national  character.    Ame- 
rica is  jealous  of  the  honour   of  her  flag. 
Concession    is    as    un-French,     as    anti- 
Gallican,    as    it    is    un-American  —  anti 
American.      If  they  won't  bear  it,  why 
should  we — if  they    won't  concede,   why 
should  we  surrender  ?"     It  is  quite  true 
that  such  have  been  the  argumei  ts  of  the 
French,  and  a  very  gifted  gentleman,  a 
worthy  friend  of  mine,  M.  de  Tocqueville, 
made  a  speech  a  short  time  back,  in  which 
he  said  the  right  of  search    was  a  thing 
never  heard  of  before, — that  it  was  a  hor- 
rible   novelty,    a    strange    and    frighrful 
innovation,  and  the  more  frightful  because 
it  was  to  be  exercised  in   what  he  called 
the  '*  solitude  of  the  ocean,  far  from  mortal 
eye,   and   where   mortal    hand  could    not 
interpose  to  stay    its   abuses."      1  think 
was  his  term,  and   further,  he  said    that 
it   was   more  intolerable    because   it    left 
one  foreign     country   to  decide    on    the 
conduct     of     another    foreign      country. 
Marvellous  ignorance  !      Marvellous    ig- 
norance   of  the   whole    question !      Why 
it  is  one  of  the  first  points  in  the  treaty 
that  no  ship  taken  by  an  English  cruiser 
is  to  be  carried  into  any  English   port, 
but  is  to  be  taken   into  the  foreign  port, 
where  her  case  is  to  be  tried.    Yes,   and 
what  is  the  consequence  of  this  provision  ? 
The  other  day  the  Marabout,  a  slave  ship. 
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00  her  wajr  to  the  coait  of  Africa,  haviii;;  of  aearth  iooompmbly  more  striogeot  and 
Qumberiets  unexplftined  water  casks  «ii  more  dUgraoefiil  (if  there  is  aoy  ditgnioe 
board,  was  takeo  by  an  Eogli»b  cruiser^aiui  in  the  matter^  if  it  cao  be  dtemed  aoj  dia. 
the  court  in  the  port  of  CayeDoe  acquittetl  mce  to  withdraw  the  shelter  of  your  iag 
her,  because  she  was  found  to  hare  no  oth*  r  from  rubbers,  murdenvs,  pirates-— if  a  flag 
carffo  than  her  water  ca^ks,  ber  irons,  cao  be  supposed  id  be  staioed  bv  wa^bi^g 
and  her  chains,  and  baring  no  negroes,  out  from  its  face  the  foul  stain  of  skreeoiu 
though  manifestly  fitted  out  for  slare-  piracy)  more  disgraceful  than  any  right  or 
trading,  the  tiare-trading  tribunal  in  a  search  now  desired.  And  yet  thi^irfnr  right 
slare  colony  released  her  in  the  face  of  the  of  search  was,  as  long  ago  as  1823,  pro* 
demonstration  afibrded  by  ber  whole  cargo,  pounded  by  America  herself,  and  was,  aa  I 
But  this  shows  that  NI.  de  Tocquerille  have  shown,  a  much  more  effectual  ri^l  of 
should  be  more  accurate  as  to  facts ;  that  search  than  erer  was  proiKNinded  to  the 
he  ought  to  know,  if  not  the  X.Y.Z. — the  French  eorernment.  What  happcpod  ? 
unknown  quantities  we  can  hardly  expect  Mr.  Canning,  being  then  at  the  Forrigii 
him  to  determine— but  if  not  the  jC.Y  Z.,  Office,  objected  to  this  treatv,  that  it  went 
at  least  the  A. B.C.  of  his  subject,  before  too  far.  He  always  took  high  ground  with 
he  undertakes  to  discuss  the  merits  of  a  reference  to  any  matter  affecting  our  OMuri- 
question  of  which  his  ignorance  is  at  pre-  time  rights,  and  he  felt  that  this  waa 
sent  so  incredibly  profound.  But  this  is  scarcely  to  be  called  a  mutual  right  of 
not  all.  M.  de  Tocquerille,  who  wrote  a  search,  inasmuch  as  for  erery  ressel  liable 
book  on  America,  which  bad  many  ad-  to  be  searched  by  tiie  Americans,  we  had 
mirers  both  here  and  in  France,  beside  twenty  open  to  the  same  eaaminatiua. 
the  author  himself,  he  says,  he  nerer  Mc  accordingly  modified  the  original  pra- 
heard  of  the  right  of  search  before — that  position,  and,  ufter  much  negouation,  oa 
no  such  idea  was  erer  before  broadied  the  7th  of  March,  1824,  the  treaty  waa 
—  that  it  is  quite  new  and  altogether  signed  by  Mr.  Huskisson  and  Sir  Sttat- 
preriously  unheard  of  But  what  if  we  ford  Canning  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
heard  of'^  it  twenty  years  ago  —  what  if  and  by  Mr.  Rush  on  the  part  of  the  Uoiled 
we  hare  heard  of  it  within  twenty  years—  .  States )  and  by  that  treaty  a  right  of 
what  if  an  end  could  be  put  for  erer  to  '  search  was  estai>llshed  more  eflectual  than 
American  references  upon  the  fnriola-  we  hare  erer  siuce  adriscd.  The  treaty, 
bility  of  flags,  to  all  their  rery  spirited  howerer,  af^cr  being  ratified  here,  went 
declarations  about  the  sacred  nature  of  back  to  America,  a  slight  alteratioo  waa 
their  fia^ — what  if  they  themsclres  made  suggested,  we  refused,  as  I  thiok  arm- 
a  proposition  for  a  treaty  on  thi»  sub*  neously,  to  adopt  it,  and  it  is  for  fliat 
ject  —  what  if,  in  1823,  America  pro-  reason,  that  reasoo  alooe,  tliat  oo  trasty  of 
pounded  the  rery  doctrine  of  a  right  of  this  kind  now  exists  hetwaen  this  oouatry 
search,  and  called  on  England  to  record  and  America.  But  for  that  alteratioa, 
and  consolidate  that  mutual  right  in  a  America  would  hare  ratified  as  she  had 
treaty  signed  and  sealed — what  too,  if  that  signed  :  she  sent  our  unaltered  treaty, 
rery  treaty  was  propounded  not  by  the  containing  the  fullest  right  of  search,  and 
gorernment  of  the  Ijnited  States,  but  by  ratified  by  the  President  and  the  senate; 
an  all  but  unanimous  rote  of  its  senate,  ond  bad  we  ratified  the  altered  treaty,  al- 
and what  if  the  rifht  of  search  propounded  tered  only  as  to  boundary,  mutual  seaicb 
by  that  rote  can  oe  shown  to  be  a  great  would  hare  been  establislied  between  us  and 
deal  more  stringent  than  the  proposition  America  for  the  last  nineteen  years.  I  hope, 
<if  right  of  search  now  in  dispute  ?  The  after  this,  we  sliall  liear  no  more  said  of 
right  of  search  then  desired  by  the  whole  France  being  justified  in  refusing  the  right 
American  congress,  and  by  them  pressed  of  search  to  abolish  the  slare-tradc  oo  ac* 
u|N)n  us,. was,  that  the  ships  of  racli  nation  count  of  the  conduct  of  America  and  tlia 
slimild  be  searclied,  not  by  men  authorise<l  impossibility  of  America  allowing  ber  fUg 
both  by  the  instructions  of  their  own  go.  so  to  be  insulted.  Does  any  man  suppoae 
rernment  and  by  the  t)emiissire  consent  of  that  the  people  of  France  care  for  the  slare* 
the  commanders  of  the  searched  remicls,  trade  ?  Docs  any  man  imagine  that  the 
iNit  l)y  cniiscrs  only  prorided  with  the  French  nation,  or  any  portion  of  tha 
instructions  of  ^their  Oivn  gorernment,  and  French  nation,  are  S4i  ignorant  of  their 
without  any  warrant  from  the  coniniaudcr  duty,  so  callous  to  erery  freling  of  huma* 
of  the  ressels  to  be  searched.  Your  Lord-  nitr,  so  utteriy  dcroid  of  erery  seatimeot 
ships  sae  at  ooce  that  this  was  a  right  of  justice,  so  utterly  irrational  and  diroitcd 
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eveo  of  ooiniDOQ  sen^e,  as  at  this  time  of 
i»y,  toward  the  middle  of  the  ninet^eQtb 
oeotury,  to  |iQld  up  their  heads  and  defend 
the  AMcan  i^ave-trade  ?  No  such  thing. 
Tbere  ia  no  such  feeling  in  France ;  there 
ii  Qol  eTeu  neutrality  towards  the  slave- 
tade  in  France.  If  you  poll  the  whole  of 
tbatgieat^  enlightened^  and  generous  peo- 

£•  Iwill  venture  to  say,  not  one  in  a  mil* 
I  will  be  found,  saye^  perhaps,  a  few 
dcuUnDg  West-Indign  speculators,  slaFe- 
tnuiets  in  disguise,  who  joaunt  the  purlieus 
of  Bourdeauz  or  Nantes — with  that  single 
hatafol  disgusting  exception,  not  one  in  a 
villioii  will  he  found  in  France  who  does 
iDt  ietd  towards  the  infernal  traffic  the 
same  hatred  and  the  same  abhorrence  ex- 
preMed  by  your  Lordships  as  often  as  its 
^KMt  hateful  name  is  pronounced.  But, 
By  Lords,  it  is  in  vain  to  disguise  from 
yourselves  the  truth  that  things  often-* 
tiaiea  pass  by  different  namQS ;  and  many 
words  are  used  as  rallying  cries  of  party 
vheo  the  things  signified  are  never  thought 
of,  and  the  names  only  serve  to  blind. 
The  right  of  search,  the  conduct  of 
|h^  peopio  at  Barcelona,  Portendic  claims* 
Marquesas  islands,  fishermen's  conduct 
oil  the  coast,  terras  of  commercial  treaty 
— ^}  tbese^  believe  me,  and  I  know  the 
French  well,  I  know  the  present  state 
of  Freodi  feeling  and  opinion  well — all 
these  are  but  variegated  expressions,  dif- 
ferent forms,  more  or  less  circumlocutory, 
of  speech  for  one  short  thing,  which  is  a 
reality  and  not  a  name,  and  which  lurks  at 
the  bottom  of  it  all,  and  that,  in  plain 
EogUab,  and  neither  more  nor  less  than 
that,  is  the  real  meaning  of  all  these  six 
or  aeveo  different  phrases  which  are  now 
agtUting  France— the  15th  of  July,  1840 
—  Locd  ralmerston's  negotiation.  1  have 
pat  it  to  them  all,  I  have  canvassed  it  with 
every  one  of  them  severally,  I  have  put  it 
to  tben  together,  why  they  suddenly  have 
dieeovered  all  this  opposition  to  things 
which,  in  1831  and  1833,  no  one  dreameid 
of  oppooiog.  Never  did  they  dream  of 
it  before  July,  1840;  and  but  fer  that 
iU-qmoned  negotiation,  but  for  the  other 
acta  ip  consistency  with  it,  whereby  it 
haa  been  followed  up,  the  right  of  search 
imwer  irould  have  beeq  objected  to,  the 
oooiniercial  treaty  would  not  now  have 
been  in  abeyance,  all  the  other  points  would 
have  been  given  up,  sacrificing  little  for 
great  things,  and  every  minor  thing,  for 
the  great  oigect  of  peace;  but  the  feeling 
midw  U  their  bo^QiUj  and  till;  by  the 


better  conduct  of  those  now  at  the  helqti 
of  the  state,  by  wise  and  prudent  con- 
ciliation ;  by  firm,  but  at  the  same 
time  temperate,  policy;  by  all  that  can 
conciliate  the  respect  and  win  back  the 
affection  of  that  great  nation ;  till  that 
feeling  be  eradicated,  it  will  break  out, 
now  upon  one  occasion  or  one  pretext,  now 
upon  another,  and  prove  the  bane  of  the 
two  Governments,  because  of  the  rankling 
sore  between  the  two  natioqs.  But  { 
rejoice  to  see  that  such  feelings  are  upon 
the  decline.  It  is  mapfully  resisted  by 
all  the  first  statesmen  oi  the  coun- 
try ;  even  those  who  some  years  ago  took 
an  unfortunate  part  are  now  recovering 
their  tone,  and  are  more  amicably  dispo^d 
to  us,  and  more  wisely  and  prudently  to- 
wards themselves.  And  if  there  be  igno- 
rance so  profound  as  I  have  endeavoured 
to  portray  on  one  side,  believe  me  igno- 
rance 1  will  not  say  so  great,  but  very 
nearly  as  great,  prevails  also  on  the  other, 
in  this  country,  nith  respect  to  some  thiqgs 
connected  with  the  French  authorities,  and 
particularly  as  to  the  views,  the  patriotic 
and  pacific  views  of  that  great  Sovereign, 
the  great  friend  of  peace  and  of  alliance 
with  this  country,  as  he  is  the  pledge  and 
the  safeguard  of  his  own  country's  tran- 
quillity. I  see  daily  instances  of  this  ig- 
norance of  a  parallel  description  to  what  I 
have  adducea  on  the  other  side,  and  lead- 
in;^;  to  the  same  misconstruction.  I  will 
only  refer,  as  an  example,  to  what  hap- 
pened at  Barcelona.  1  do  not  believe  there 
ever  prevailed  a  greater  delusion  than  upon 
this  subject — the  facts  few,  lying  on  the 
surface^  in  a  narrow  compass,  perfectly 
simple,  entangled  with  no  complication. 
The  French  encourage  a  Christioo  rebel- 
lion at  Barcelona  ?  Why,  it  was  the  Re- 
publicans of  Barcelona  that  raised  it ; 
greater  enemies  of  the  ex-queen  than  of 
the  regent;  and  the  particular  cause  of 
their  rising  was  a  very  unpopular  law 
with  respect  to  recruitment  and  enlisting. 
But  then  it  was  said,  that  M.  Lesseps, 
the  French  Consul  at  Barcelona,  took  an 
open  part  with  the  revolters.  Did  he  ? 
How  did  he  show  his  partisanship  ? 
By  refusing  them  the  least  countenance 
three  times  over  when  applied  to.  But  he 
gave  the  countenance,  and  the  protection  of 
a  French  vessel  to  the  fugitives  1  What 
fugitives  ?  True,  there  came  three  several 
bodies  of  men,  who  took  refuge  on  board 
of  that  vessel,  and  were  protected  by  the 
French  flag.    Who  was  the  first?    The 
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revolters  ? — the  rebels  ?  No  such  thing. 
The  family  of  Van  Ilalen,  tlic  Regent 
Espartcro's  Captain-general,  M.  Le^ps 
having  gone  through  a  (ire  of  grape-shot 
in  order  to  rescue  them  from  danger,  and 
carry  them  in  safety  to  the  ship.  Then 
there  came  on  board  forty- three  officers, 
of  whom  two  were  general  officers,  and 
three  Colonels.  Were  they  rebels.^  No 
such  thing.  They  were  regent's  troops, 
who  had  surrendered,  having  been  defeated 
by  the  rebels,  from  whom  they  refused  a 
capitulation,  and  all  of  whom  took  shelter 
under  the  French  flag.  Who  were  the  third 
party  >  Some  of  them  were  rebels,  but  not 
the  first  part  of  them  ;  the  first  part  of 
them  were  leaders  of  the  regent's  party, 
and  last  of  all  500  came  and  wished  to  be 
allowed  to  take  shelter  on  board — rebels 
no  doubt ;  but  what  answer  did  M.  Les- 
seps  make?  He  ordered  them  to  keep 
baick ;  he  refused  all  communication  with 
them  ;  he  opened  the  broadside  upon  them, 
and  compelled  them  to  retreat  by  threat 
of  instant  destruction.  So  that  if  ever 
any  man*8  conduct  stood  free  from  all  pos- 
sibility of  accusation  as  that  of  an  accom- 
plice in  rebellion,  it  was  the  conduct  of 
the  French  Consul,  whom  the  Government 
most  wisely  and  justly  have  defended  as 
the  noble  Duke  to-night  had  done  an 
absent  Governor-general  because  they 
knew  him  to  be  in  the  right,  and  covered 
him  with  honours  for  his  noble,  loyal, 
and  humane  conduct.  Having,  my  Lords, 
spoken  of  the  ignorance  of  the  French,  I 
have  thought  it  but  just  to  instance  a  parallel 
case  of  ignorance  iiroong  the  English,  by 
which  the  ^ood  understanding  between  the 
two  countries  bus  been  put  in  jeopardy  to 
the  injury  of  the  highest  interests  of  both. 
I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  1 
regard  the  interests  of  this  country — so  far 
I  will  admit  it  to  the  French  partisans —  1 
regard  her  most  important  interests  and  her 
dearest  feelings  and  sympathies  as  inse- 
parably bound  to  peace  and  alliance  with 
France.  I  regard  the  peace  of  Europe  as 
summcil  up  in  one  word — peace  of  England 
with  France.  I  regard  universal  war  and 
devastation  in  £uro|)c  as  the  immediate 
consequence  of  a  rupture  between  these 
two  great  powers.  But  it  is  not  from  un- 
dervaluing France  any  more  than  from 
undervaluing  the  resources  and  gallantry 
of  my  own  countrymen — it  is  not  from 
endeavouring  to  obtain  an  advantage  at 
the  expense  of  France — it  is  from  my  in- 
timate and  heartfelt  coovictiou  that  what 


is  good  for  France  is  good  for  England, 
and  that  the  prosperity  of  the  one  cooDtry 
never  can  be  promoted  without  a  propor* 
tional  improvement  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  other,  that  1  wish  her  well  for  the  sake 
of  this  country  as  for  her  own  sake;  and 
while  I  admire  the  gallantry  of  our  own 
troops,  while  I  give  every  credit  possible 
to  the  wisdom  of  our  councils,  and  the 
success  with  which  our  military  as  well 
as  our  civil  affairs  have  been  administered, 
(  regard  that  feroous  nation  oo  the 
other  side  of  the  Channel  with  an  equal 
admiration,  and  I  join  with  my  oouo- 
trymen  in  holding  it  to  be  as  much  as 
England  herself  the  land  of  gallant  soldiers^ 
of  great  captains,  of  profound  statesmen, 
and  of  illustrious  philosophers,  whose  his- 
torv,  military  as  well  as  civil,  in  all  tinea* 
and  in  modern  times  as  well  as  of  old,  b 
written  in  characters  of  brilliant  luitxes 
but  whose  glory  is  now,  I  fervently  hope, 
about  to  be  consummated  by  the  far  moce 
enduring  and  the  far  more  sacred  triumphs 
of  a  rivalry  with  the  rest  of  mankind  in 
the  blessed  arts  of  peace.  I  hold  the  olive- 
branch  in  my  hand  between  these  two 
countries,  admiring,  loving  both,  almost 
equally,  and  I  will  not  allow  that  branch 
of  hope  and  comfort  to  be  torn  from  my 
grasp  while  there  remains  a  leaf,  a  tendril, 
or  a  fibre  of  its  frame  to  hold  by.  My  belief, 
my  entire  and  absolute  conviction  is,  that 
only  a  little  temperate  conciliation,  fiur  deal- 
ing, open  manly  conduct,  is  required  on  the 
part  of  the  Ministers  of  the  two  nations  to 
reclaim  the  people  from  the  unhappy  bias 
which  late  events  have  unfortunately  given 
to  their  minds,  from  which  1  believe  they 
arc  every  day  returning,  and  from  which 
that  they  may  fully  and  entirely  be  re- 
stored, 1  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  a 
very  short  period  of  the  continuance  of 
peace  will  amply  suffice  for  this  happy 
consummation.  My  Lords,  I  felt  anxious 
upon  the  present  occasion  to  state  thus 
freely  my  sentiments  upon  this  ques- 
tion ;  and  I  rejoice  to  think  that  in  the 
opinions  I  have  expressed,  in  the  feelings 
to  which  I  have  given  vent,  with  respect 
to  the  alliance  oetwecn  England  and 
France,  1  speak  the  sense  of  Parliament 
and  of  the  countrv  ;  1  also  have  the  satis- 
faction,  the  heart-felt  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing that  the  words  I  have  spoken  may  not 
be  without  their  use. 

The  Earl  of  Atickland  said,  that  he  rose 
to  address  their  lordships  with  a  feeling 
of  very  great  diffidence.    He  f?lt,  with  the 
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noble  Lords  who  had  already  spoken,  that 
this  was  not  a  fitting  moment  for  entering 
into  questions  so  complicated  as  those  of 
recent  eastern  afiairs,  and  he  should  in 
erery  point  of  yiew  prefer  a  separate  and 
fixed  day  for  the  discussion  respecting 
tboee  afiairs.  What  he  had  to  say  now  he 
would  endearour  to  comprise  in  as  few 
«Qtences  as  possible ;  but  he  certainly  did 
not  wish,  by  remaining  silent  altogether^ 
to  appear  as  though  he  confessed  the  jus- 
tice of  some  of  the  obsenrations  which  had 
been  made.  He  more  peculiarly  felt  the 
diflad?antage  he  laboured  under  of  address- 
ing their  Lordships^  after  such  speakers  as 
the  noble  and  learned  Liord  who  had  just 
sat  down>  and  the  noble  Duke  opposite, 
more  particularly  in  reference  to  the  noble 
Duke,  as  it  was  on  military  questions 
that  he  should  hare  to  make  some  remarks, 
arising  out  of  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  Duke.  He  entirely  shared  with  his 
noUe  and  learned  Friend  in  the  sentiments 
he  had  expressed  as  to  the  horrors  of  war. 
As  to  the  causes  of  the  Affghan  war,  this 
was  not  the  fitting  time  to  enter  at  length 
upon  that  subject;  he  would  only  say, 
that  he  undertook  that  war  because  he 
considered  it  essential  to  the  safety  of  our 
empire  in  India ;  because  he  saw  a  danger 
approaching  the  Indian  territory,  which, 
if  It  had  been  once  allowed  to  ^x  itself  on 
our  frontiers,  would  hare  left  us  without 
power,  without  stability,  without  safety. 
The  alternative  was  before  him — to  await 
the  approach  of  that  danger,  or  to  meet  it 
io  aarance.  He  could  well  understand 
that  there  should  be  hesitation  and  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  which  of  these  was 
the  proper  course,  and,  for  himself,  he 
could  say  that  he  hud  hesitated,  hesitated 
most  painfully ;  but,  in  the  result,  upon 
his  own  conviction,  on  the  authority  of 
nearly  all  those  by  whom  he  was  sur- 
rounaed,  and  who  knew  best  how  to  advise 
him,  in  just  anticipation  of  what  would 
be  the  wishes,  the  views,  and  opinions  of 
those  in  England,  whether  in  the  Govern- 
ment or  at  the  East  India  House,  to 
whom  he  was  bound  to  show  deference,  he 
determined  on  the  course  which  had  been 
adopted,  he  resolved  at  once  to  dispel  the 
danger  which  was  most  imminent,  and 
which  danger,  he  firmly  believed,  could 
sow  be  represented  as  no  longer  formida- 
Ue,  solely  because  that  decisive  step  had 
been  taken.  He  entirely  shared  in  the 
aentioents  so  well  expressed  by  the  noble 
ad  learned  Lovd  as  to  the  excesses  which 


had  been  committed  by  the  retiring  army  ; 
he  did  not  altogether  share  with  him  in 
the  mitigated  view  which  he  had  taken  of 
the  treachery,  the  murders,  the  massacres 
which  had  been  committed  by  the  AfF- 
ghans ;  but  during  the  latter  part  of  his 
stay  in  India,  he,  for  one,  deprecated  what 
was  then  called  the  war  of  retributive 
justice,  seeing  in  it  only  the  danger  of 
returning  excess  for  excess,  of  violence  for 
violence,  and  fearing  that  we  should  lose 
more  in  character  as  a  civilized  people, 
than  we  should  gain  in  military  honour. 
He  regarded  the  advance  on  Cabul  as  a 
great  and  glorious  achievement,  and  he 
more  particularly  rejoiced  at  it  as  being 
crowned  by  the  release  of  our  coutrymen, 
but  he  lamented  much  that  had  followed. 
He  wished  to  indulge  the  hope  that  there 
had  been  some  exaggeration  in  the  state- 
ments on  the  subject;  but  certainly,  as 
regarding  what  he  had  heard,  he  only 
wished  he  had  the  eloquence  and  power  of 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  to  express  the 
strong  feelings  which  those  proceedings 
had  excited  in  his  mind.  With  respect  to 
what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Duke,  he 
could  only  say  he  should  be  glad  should 
the  orders  issued  by  the  present  Governor- 
general  be  found  to  deserve  the  high  cha- 
racter which  the  noble  Duke  had  given 
them.  He  had  no  wish  to  attack  the 
noble  Governor-general ;  he  had  no  wish 
to  detract  from  his  merits  3  he  could  con- 
ceive no  more  unbecoming  spectacle  than 
that  of  one  Governor-general,  lately  retired 
from  office,  and  another  Governor-general 
lately  come  into  office,  bandying  against 
each  other  terms  of  depreciation  and  dis- 
paragement. He  would  not  follow  the  ex- 
ample which  had  been  set  him  in  this  re- 
spect. The  noble  Duke  seemed  to  charge 
him  with  omissions ;  he  was  not  aware  of 
any  omissions.  If  ever  there  had  been  one 
thing  more  than  another  on  his  mind— if 
ever  in  his  life  he  had  laboured  earnestly, 
and  with  singleness  of  purpose  upon  any 
object,  it  was  during  the  last  and  most 
embarrassing  part  of  his  administration  in 
India,  that  he  misht  place  at  the  disposal 
of  his  successor  all  the  means  he  could  col- 
lect^ to  place  in  the  most  forward  position 
which  could  be  occupied  with  security 
every  man  who  could  be  spared  from  the 
cantonments  in  India,  leaving  it  to  that 
successor  to  adopt  what  line  of  policy 
should  to  him  seem  best.  As  to  the  diffi- 
culties which  it  had  been  alleged  arose 
from  the  non-provision  of  carriage  cattle^ 
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the  bet  was,  that  (be  divUiooa  which 
marched  from  India  iu  January  and  Feb- 
niarjTf  wrre  provided  with  cattle  for  a 
march  of  400  miles ;  the  difliculties  arose 
not  in  our  own  provinces,  but  in  Peshawur, 
at  the  mouth  or  the  passes,  in  consequence 
of  the  desertbn  of  Uie  drivers,  who  snrunk 
from  tha  danger  before  them  ;  and  it  was 
oqIv  when  general  Pollock,  with  that  bravery 
ana  aUlity  which  distinguished  his  com- 
mand, bad  restored  the  spirit  of  the 
army,  conciliated  bis  allies,  forced  the 
passes,  and  secured  safety,  that  the  driven 
resumed  their  duties.  The  omission,  here, 
then,  if  such  it  oould  be  called,  was  not 
his,  but  owing  entirely  to  the  foros  of  cir- 
cumstances. He  would  say  no  more  at 
present  respectin^^  the  Affj^han  war.  In 
referanoe  to  affairs  in  Chma,  the  noble 
Duke  seemed  disposed  to  take  all  the 
credit  for  the  results  there  to  the  present 
Government,  assigning  none  whatever  to 
the  Government  which  preceded  it«  This 
was  not  the  time  to  ffo  through  the  details 
of  the  several  reintorcements  which  had 
been  sent  to  China;  but,  with  reference 
to  the  last  operations,  he  would  give  a 
statement  of  what  bad  occurred  in  1841. 
In  January  of  that  jear,  he  was  infcrmed 
l^  the  royal  commissioner  in  Chins,  that 
be  was  about  to  dispense  with,  and  to  send 
either  to  Ensland  or  India,  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  force  on  that  coast,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  negotiations  going  on,  and 
which  then  appesjed  likdy  to  te  brought 
to  a  sucoessiui  termination.  He  strongly 
objected  to  this,  and  desired  that  not  a 
single  ship  or  man  should  be  sent  away 
from  that  country.  Shortly  after  this, 
the  treaty  was  broken  off,  and  he  then 
save  immediate  orders  for  reinforcing 
the  army  in  that  quarter.  Previous  to 
the  arrival  of  the  reinforcements,  the  forces 
on  the  coast  had  made  a  successful  attadL 
00  Canton,  After  this,  the  navy  and  army 
proceeded  to  the  islands  of  Amoy,  Chusan, 
iJbiog-bae,  and  the  city  of  Ninapoi  each  of 
which  places  they  successful^  attacked. 
More  would  liave  been  done,  but  the  ex- 

ditioB  which  was  prepared  at  Calcutta 
_  been  unavoidably  detained  by  foul 
weather  at  Canton,  and  was  prevented 
reaching  its  destination  as  soon  as  was 
expecica.  It  was  projected  with  this  force 
to  intercept  the  navigation  of  the  Great 
Canal,  by  sailing  up  the  great  river  Yang- 
-tSM-aeang.  He  had  expressed  his  opinions 
OB  the  subiect  of  the  expedition  to  her 
Miycsty's  Government^  in  August^  ItHl, 


a  period  when  his  own  friends  had  not 
left  office.  In  that  communication  be 
stated  his  doubts  whether  the  Emperor  of 
China  could,  with  the  amount  of  force  then 
employed,  be  brought  to  terms ;  and  bis 
opinion  that,  in  addition  to  ships  from 
England,  reinforcements  should  be  sent 
from  India  to  the  amount  of  5,000  native 
troops,  and  one  European  itgiment.  lo 
answer  to  this  application,  be  found  that 
the  present  Government  had  verv  ocariy, 
thouffh  not  exactly,  adopted  his  rrcom* 
mendation,  for  they  directed  that  four 
additional  regiments  of  native  troops, 
together  with  artillery,  should  be  sent 
from  India,  and  that  instead  of  an  Euro- 
pean regiment  being  sent,  when  it  cer* 
tainly  could  be  ill  spared,  one  was  sent 
from  another  quarter.  He  had  now  stated 
what  he  had  recommended  in  1S41,  and 
noble  Lords  would  see  that,  although 
in  all  its  detail  his  luggestioo  had  not  been 
carried  out,  yet  it  had  been  adhered  to  in 
its  main  features.  This  was  all  that  he 
would  say  on  this  subject,  and  be  did  ao 
with  a  desire  to  give  all  credit  to  the  pre. 
sent  Government  for  the  ability,  the  vigour, 
and  the  readiness  with  which  they  carried 
through  the  measures  which  they  found  in 
promss.  He  must  add,  however,  that  be 
firmly  believed  that  oeariy  the  same  plan 
of  operations  would  have  been  caiVied 
through  to  the  same  successful  result, 
though  there  had  been  no  change  in  the 
Government. 

The  Duke  of  W$Umgtam  had  not  ot- 
tered  one  single  syllable  of  censure  oa  the 
conduct  of  the  noble  Earl  as  to  China. 
The  noble  Marquess  opposite  had  charged 
her  Majesty's  Government  with  a  want  of 
veracity  in  the  passage  io  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne  which  regarded  China, 
and  he  (the  Duke  of  Wellington)  must 
add  that  he  thought  that  the  noble  Mar- 
quess had  adverted  to  the  order  of  his 
noble  Friend,  the  Governor- general  of 
India,  on  this  subject,  in  a  most  invidious 
manner.  He  had  thought  it  his  doty  to 
defend  his  noble  Friend,  ihe  Governor- 
general,  on  this  point,  in  consequence  of 
what  had  been  said  by  the  noble  Mar- 
quess. With  respect  to  another  point 
the  noble  Earl  said,  that  be  had  prepared 
ample  means  of  carriage  for  the  advance 
of  the  army  from  Peshawur,  and  he  added 
that  this  would  have  been  clearly  the  case 
if  the  camel  drivers  had  not  deserted. 
Wby,  it  was  well  known  ibai  thev  always 
deserted  from  ao  army  in  the  field  if  tbey 
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had  ao  opportunity.  Tbe  fact  was,  that 
to  keep  tbeu)  together,  arrangements  bad 
DOt  been  properly  made.  Tbe  noble  Earl 
said  that  be  was  not  to  blame  ;  but  if  this 
was  the  case,  others  under  him  were  to 
blame,  for  not  having  adopted  proper  pre- 
eautioDS.  For  his  own  part,  he  did  not 
wish  to  blame  the  noble  Earl,  or  any  one 
fist,  and  what  he  bad  said  was  only  in 
dafeoce  of  his  noble  Friend  the  present 
Governor- general,  who  had  been  attacked, 
and  who,  in  his  opinion,  had  done  right ; 
and  he  therefore  felt  it  to  be  bis  duty  to 
defend  him.  With  respect  to  the  general 
condoct  of  his  noble  Friend  in  India,  all 
that  be  would  add  was,  that  if  the  noble 
Eari,  or  any  other  noble  Lord  opposite, 
would  name  |i  day  to  go  into  the  subject, 
be  should  be  prepared  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion with  them,  and  to  defend  in  detail 
tbose  matters  which  he  had  only  adverted 
to  that  night. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdawne  observed 
that  all  that  he  had  said  was,  that  rumours 
bad  gone  forth — he  could  not  tell  how 
correct  tbey  were,  but  they  had  been  very 
general— that  it  was  intended  to  abandon 
Afghanistan  without  any  regard  to  the 
prisoners,  or  to  other  considerations.  He 
laid  that  he  trusted  there  was  no  grounds 
tor  such  rumours;  and  he  added,  that 
although  from  what  bad  passed  be  antici- 
pated  they  were  without  foundation,  still 
be  hoped  that  the  truth  of  them  would  be 
positively  contradicted.  Tlie  noble  Duke 
also  aeemed  to  have  misapprehended  him 
with  r^rd  to  the  observations  that  he 
bad  miule  on  the  subject  of  the  war  in 
Cbioa.  The  noble  Duke  appeared  from 
bis  lone  to  believe  that  by  those  observa- 
tions be  intended  to  make  some  personal 
allusions.  It  was  impossible  that  be  could 
do  so,  as  he  distinctly  recollected  tbe 
course  that  tbe  noble  Duke  had  taken  on 
the  question  of  that  war.  He  had  un- 
doobtedly  said  that  some  persons,  not  in- 
sigoificaot  in  sjlation,  had  taken  an  ez- 
traordtoary  course  on  the  subject  of  that 
war,  bill  be  bad  never  intended  for  a  single 
moaaep.t  to  allude  to  the  noble  Duke; 
for  be  well  remembered  that  tbe  noble 
Doke,  on  tbe  occasion  when  this  war  was 
under  discnssion,  came  forward  most  man- 
folly,  and  gave  an  opposite  opinion  on  the 
subject  to  that  entertained  by  those  with 
w|iom  be  generally  acted. 

h^  ColdUtier  trusted,  in  consequence 
d lus  ocftf  o^naectioawUb  bis  noble  Friend 


the  Governor-general  of  India,  that  he 
should  be  allowed  to  make  a  very  few  ob- 
servations in  reply  to  some  remarks  ibat 
had  fallen  from  noble  Lords  opposite.  In 
the  first  place,  however,  he  must  thank 
the  noble  Duke  for  at  once  coming  for- 
ward  and  dispelling  a  thousand  rumours 
that  had  been  spread  out  of  doors,  which 
affected  the  character  of  bis  noble  Friend 
the  Governor- general,  os  having  sacii6ced 
the  honour  and  interests  of  this  country 
by  the  policy  which  he  proposed  to  pursue. 
The  noble  Duke  also  stated  that  be  was 
fully  prepared,  when  the  proper  time  came, 
to  defend  the  military  proceedings  of  the 
Governor-general,  and  he  was  satis6ed 
that  their  Lordships  would  aeree  with  him 
in  thinking  that  no  one  could  be  a  better 
authority  on  a  subject  of  this  kind  than 
the  noble  Duke.  With  respect  to  tbe 
destruction  of  Jellalabad,  be  had  reason 
to  believe  that  this  was  not  intended  by 
tbe  authorities  in  India.  Instructions  had 
been  given  for  the  destruction  of  the  forti- 
fications of  that  place,  and  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  go  further.  It  should  be  recol- 
lected that  the  great  portion  of  that  army 
had  not  the  usual  characteristics  of  Eng- 
lish soldiers,  but  that  it  was  mainly  com- 
posed of  native  troops,  and  these  had  had 
recently  to  pass  through  defiles  which 
were  full  of  the  skeletons  of  their  coun- 
trymen, who  had  been  basely  and  traitor- 
ously murdered  while  proceeding  through 
those  places  under  the  stipulations  of  a 
convention.  The  noble  Earl,  the  late 
Governor-general,  said  that  he  would  not 
bandy  terms  of  depreciation  and  disparage- 
ment with  the  present  Governor-general. 
He  was  not  aware  that  any  personal  attack 
bad  been  made  on  the  noble  Earl,  but 
there  certainly  had  been  some  censure 
and  strictures  passed  on  the  policy  and 
conduct  of  the  late  government.  Such 
attacks,  however,  had  been  repeatedly 
made  from  various  quarters  of  directly  a 
personal  nature  on  his  noble  Friend  tbe 
present  Governor-general,  instead  of  any 
observations  being  directed  against  tbe 
Government^  if  the  policy  wascoodempedf 
He  was  quite  sure  that  when  the  discus- 
sion^ which  would  shortly  take  place,  on 
the  general  pplicy  of  the  Indian  govern- 
ment occurred,  that  a  triumphant  answer 
would  be  given  to  all  the  charges  and  ac- 
cusation which  had  been  so  lavishly 
brought  against  it*  His  noble  Friend, 
when  be  went  out  \o  IndiSi  foupd  oue 
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army  broken  in  an  enemy's  country,  and 
another  ordered  to  advance  to  its  aid,  not 
nearly  ready  to  proceed  ;  at  the  same  time 
also  he  found  an  exhausted  treasury,  and 
was  compelled  to  Gnd  means  to  carry  on  a 
roost  expensive  war  at  a  great  distance 
from   the   seat  of  Government;   he  also 
found  that  the  progress  of  all  the  great 
public  works  had  been  discontinued  for 
want  of  adequate  means  of  carrying  them 
on.     Compare  this  with  the  present  state 
of  things— the  war  in  Affghanistan  having 
been  brought  to  a  successful  issue — the 
Chinese  war,   which   was  such  a  heavy 
drain  on  the  revenues  of  India,  had  been 
brought  to  a  triumphant  close — the  reve- 
nue of  the  country  having  been  brought 
to  something  like  order,  and  the  public 
works  which  had  been  suspended  were  now 
being  proceeded  with  vigourously.      With 
respect   to    the    war   with  China,   when 
the  news  of  the  first  treaty  having  been 
broken  off  reached  this  country,  the  late 
government    received    some   information 
and  suggestions  as  to  the  future  mode  of 
carrying  on   the   war.     If   inquiry   were 
made  it  would  be  found  that  the  govern- 
ment was  recommended  at  once  to  send  a 
large  force  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yang-tsze- 
keang,  and  thus  cut  off  the  canal  com« 
rounication    between    the    northern   and 
southern  provinces  of  the  empire,  instead 
of  wasting  their  resources  in  detached  at- 
tacks  on  the  coast.     He  wa«  much  mis- 
taken, if  the  archives  of  the  Admiralty 
were  searched,    whether  suggestions  on 
this  point  would  not  be  found.    Although 
great  success,  no  doubt,  had  attended  all 
their  attacks  on  places  on  the  coast,  still, 
by  proceeding  with  them  the  war  would 
have  continued  without  any  result ;  but 
when  once  there  was  an  interruption  of 
the  communication  between  the  northern 
and  southern  provinces  of  China,  there 
was  a  termination  of  the  war.  This  result 
might  have  been  brought  about  long  be- 
fore, if  the  late  government  had  chosen 
to  act  upon  the  suggestions  made  to  them, 
but  which  they  neglected  ;  he  therefore 
did  not  think  that  they  were  justified  in 
claiming  any  of   the  credit  for   having 
brought  that  war  to  a  successful  termina- 
tion, a  result  which,  in  his  opinion,  was 
entirely  owing  to  the  conduct  of  the  pre- 
sent Government. 

The  Marquess  of  Clanricarde  agreed 
that  on  the  present  occasion  it  might  not 
be  altogether  expedient  to  go  into  a  dis- 


cussion of  the  various  topics  which  had 
been  adverted  to,  but  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  wait  until  further  information  on  the 
subject  was  laid  on  the  Table.     He  hoped 
that  the  papers  relating  to  the  Affghan 
war,  as  well  as  those  relating  to  the  war 
with  China,  would  be  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment without  delay,  and  also  that  a  copy 
of  the  Treaty  with  the  United  States  and 
the  accompanying  documents  would  be 
given.     He    thought    all    the    questions 
growing  out   of  these  matters  would  be 
more  ripe  for  discussion  when  the  papers 
on  the  subject  were  before  them.     With 
respect  to  the  Treaty   with   America,  of 
which  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  had 
said  that  it  would  be  a  great  means  of 
securing  a  permanauce  of  peace  between 
the   United   States  and  this  country,  he 
must  say  that  he  was  not  quite  so  sure  of 
such  a  result,  for  he  could  not  help  per* 
ceiving    indications    of    certain    feelings 
existing,  which  would  not  lead  to  such  a 
conclusion,  for  he  found  that  it  was  said 
on  a  question  which  had  not  been  settled 
by  the  Treaty  in  question,  that  if  America 
would  only  be  firm,  England  would  give 
way.     It   was   impossible,   also,  to  keep 
out  of  view  that  in  France  the  opinion 
prevailed  that  by  this  treaty  we  had  given 
up  to  America  the  right  of  search.     He 
did  not  say  that  this  was  the  case,  but 
still  he  trusted   that  this  most  important 
question  to  the  interests  of  humanity  had 
not  been  allowed  to  retrograde.  He  would 
not  say  more  on  the  subject,  for  other  and 
more  convenient  opportunities  for  discuss- 
ing it  would  arise.     He  could  not  quite 
agree  with  what  had  fallen  from  his  noble 
Friend  the  noble  Marquess,  that  tbe  silence 
of  the  Government  in  the  Queen's  Speech 
respecting  the  state  of  distress  in  the  coun- 
try left  the  subject  ss  an  open  question.  He 
recollected  that  noble  Lords  opposite  made 
the  most  grave  charges  against  the  late 
Government  for   having  done   this,   and 
these  had  very  considerable  weight  in  tbe 
country.     He  thought  that  the  result  of 
this  was,  that  the  Government  had  deter- 
mined not  to  take  any  steps  dormg  the 
present  Session  to  relieve  the  distress  of 
the  country  by  means  of  a  relaxation  of 
restrictions  on  our  commerce.  He  thought 
that  it  was  impossible  that  the  present 
state  of  things  could  be  allowed  to  go  on 
without  inflicting  a  heavy  blow  on  the  re- 
sources of  this  coontry»   from  which  it 
never  would  recover.     It  was  staled  in 
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ibe  ComtDiwioner's  Speech  that  ihere  was 
DO  doubl  that  the  revenue  of  ihe  country 
woald  Dot  fall  off.  He  had  no  doubt  of 
tbii  bimMir,  as  the  Government  had  the 
■Mans  of  luToing  ihe  screv  or  the  Income- 
lu  ;  but  ihere  was  a  great  difference  be- 
l»een  geitiog  a  revenue  and  restoring 
praaperity  to  the  country. 

The  Dnke  of  fVellinglon  intended  to 
lay  the  papers  alluded  to  by  the  noble 
HarqoeM  before  the  House. 

The  Earl  of  Minio  thought,  that  it 
voold  be  better  to  postpone  llie  discus- 
lioD  of  the  Beveral  subjects  whicli  hnd 
been  alluded  to  to  a  Tuiure  time;  but 
after  what  had  fallen  frnin  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Colchester)  on  ibe  subject  of  the 
Chinese  war,  he  felt  called  upon  to  make 
oue  or  two  observations.  With  respect 
10  Ihe  eipedition  to  the  mouth  of  the 
great  rirer,  it  was  impoasible  that  it  could 
be  undertaken  at  the  time  alluded  to  by 
the  noble  baron;  for  it  was  necessary, 
previoudy  to  undertaking  it,  that  a  sur- 
vey of  the  coast  should    be  madi 


House  on  the  preseot  occadoD,  had  it  not 
been  on  account  of  the  charges  which  had 
been  made  with  respect  to  the  right  of 
search.  The  noble  Marquess  who  followed 
the  nuble  seconder  of  the  addrets,  had  used 
so  many  kind  expressions  with  regard  to 
him,  that  it  was  difficult  for  him.to  feel 
pain  at  the  notice  that  he  had  taken  of  the 
treaty.  On  anoccasionof  thatkind,  when 
there  was  sucli  a  vast  variety  of  important 
questions  brought  under  notice — for  in- 
stance, the  Affghan  war,  the  war  with 
China,  and  the  treaty  with  America,  it 
was  hardly  possible,  adequately  to  discuss 
their  several  matters.  Indeed,  there  was 
not  one  of  these  questions  which  was  not 
of  sufficient  importance  for  a  debate  by 
itself;  and  he  should  have  thought  that  it 
must  have  been  obvious  that  a  question  of 
such  importance  as  the  treaty  could  be 
otherwise  than  imperfectly  discussed,  when 
mixed  up  with  other  important  questions. 
As  the  papers  then  on  the  subject  of  this 
treaty  were  to  be  laid  before  the  House 
without  delay,  he  trusted  that  the  noble 
Marquess  who   was  so  indignant  at   the. 


above  all,  the  mouths  oF  the  various  .  concessions  made  in  the  Ireaty  would  bring 
rivers.  In  1841,  when  it  was  known  that  |  the  subject  forward,  and  he  (Lord  Ash- 
tbe  ratifications  of  the  treaty,  called  Ke-     burton)  should  have  sufficient  opportunity 


sben'a  treaty. 


}  refused,  it 


of  vindicating  himself,  which  he  was  confi- 


mioed  to  send  an  expedition  to  block  up  j  dent  that  he  should  he  able  to  do 

i  month  of  the  Yang-tsze-keang,  and  |  Fully^  and  to  show  that  he  made  no  impro- 


to  intercept  the  communication  bv 
of  the  canal.  The  expedition  was  in  _ 
in  iis  progress  by  a  typhoon,  and  could 
■Ot  be  got  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  in 
time    for  that  season.      Every 


per  concessions  of  boundary,  nor  important 

ipeded  j  right  as  regarded  the  navigation   of  the 

'     river    St.  John,  oor  had  abandoned  any 

principle  involving  the   right  of    search. 

He  was  not  aware  what  could  be  said  on 


qoainted  with  the  China  seas  must  be  the  latter  point,  for  not  a  single  argument 
aware,  that  in  consequence  of  the  preva-  |  or  discussion  had  taken  place  during  the 
lence  of  the  monsoon,  ships  could  not  '  negotiations  involving  the  right  of  search, 
proceed  up  those  seas  at  an  earlier  period  The  noble  Marquess  who  spoke  last  was 
than  April.     When  it  was  found  that  the  i  •">*.    perhaps,    perfectly  acquainted  with 


expedition  could  not  proceed 
qoence  of  the  lateness  of  the  se 
■mngemeni  was  made  for  it  to  proceed 
at  the  earliest  period  of  the  following  year. 
Lord  Colchester  stated  that  when  the 
general  debate  took  place  on  the  subject, 
be  should  be  prepared  with  facts  and  dates. 
He  was  satisbed  if  the  expedition  bad 
niled  from  the  river  Canton  at  the  earliest 


subject.     The  fact  was  that  we  never 

I,  every  '  claimed  the  right  of  search  with  respect  to 

'     American  vessels — we  never  attempted  to 

exercise   that  right  with    regard   to  any 


country  which  did  not  concede  that  right 
to  us,  thut  right  had  never  been  exercised 
towards  American  vessels,  and  had  never 
been  claimed ;  it,  therefore,  did  not  come 
under  distnission  during  the  negotiations. 
..,..,  ij  .  This  matter  he  would  explain  at  greater 

pcwiUe  penod  great  expense  would  have    i      ^^    ^^^^  ^^^  ^^ole    question    came 
been  saved.  under  discussion.     The  only  question  that 

Lmd  AthburUm  would  not  occupy  the  existed  on  this  subject  with  America,  and 
attention  of  the  House  for  more  than  a  which  had  evidently  given  rise  to  the 
few  minutes  in  the  discussion  of  the  treaty  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  the  noble 
ID  coonection  with  the  framing  of  which  it  Marquess,  was  not  the  right  of  search,  but 
bad  becB  bis  good  fortune  to  have  taken  the  right  of  visiting  ships  on  the  coast  of 
prt.     He  should  not  have  troubled  the  ^  Africa,  with  the  view  of  seeing  that  every 
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ifaip  really  bdcmged  to  the  conDtrvwhoee  had  been  fifty-one  Tetaelt,  and  there  ware 

flag  it  bore.     Ilie  despatch  of  his  noble  now  forty-nine.  It  had  notbeen  his  intention 

Fnend,  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  speak  on  the  present  occasion,  bat  if  be 

on  this  subject,  which  had  been  to  often  hsd  supposed  that  the  preparations  for  the 

relBrred  to,  had  set  the  question  at  rest,  Chinese  war  voald  have  been  discnased, 

and  no  further  matter  for  discussion  could  he  should  have  thought  it  his  duty  to  coom 

arise.       He  would  only   add,   that  with  furnished  with  an  accurate  auteneot  of 

respect  to  the  other  parts  of  the  treaty,  he  the  reinforcemenu  which  the  present  Oo> 

was  prepared  to  show,  that  no  improper  vernment  had  thonght  it  ito  doty  to  send 

concessions  had  been  made,  but  that  he  out  to  the  China  seas  with  iha  ntmoa 

had  obtained    much    more  than  the  late  expedition.     He  was  uowilling  to  ran  tha 

Government  were  prepared  to  accept,  with  rwk  of  saying  anything  inaccurately ;  and 

the  view  to  the  settlement  of  the  question,  would  therefore  now  only  say  that,  from 

and  that  Lord  Palmerston  was  prepared  to  ihc  moment  the  present  Government  came 

accept  terms  much  less  advantaffeous  than  i^o  power,  their  earnest  object  had  been 

those  embodied  in  the  treaty.     He  trusted  lo  get  ready  all  the  ships  necessary,  and 

that  the  completion  of  this  treaty  would  despatch  them  with  the  greatest  possible 

take  away  those  groundsof  dissension  and  ^^^^       Hg  thought  it  was  due  to  the 

complaint  which  had  so  long  existMl  be-  present  Governor-general  of  India  to  aay 

tween  this  country  and  the  United  Stotes.  ^^at  the  authorities  at  the  Admiralty  were 

The  only  queation  which  now  remained  to  ..toni.hed  at  the  knowledge  he  Aowed 

be  settled  was  that  respecting  the  Oregon  ^.^^  reference  to  maritime  matters.     His 

^'^!^'  on  the  Columbia  river.     He  d.d  suggestions  were  serviceable  ami  accurate; 

not  believe  that  the  non-settlement  of  tha  ^^f-^  ^y^^  authorities  of  that  department 

queuion  would  be  productive  ofthe  evil  ^^^  ^^^  ^-^    ^  ^^  ^^       ^^  ^^^^ 

SriS^'fK^i''     •'^^L*~P^\i«''  '^^^  "oble  LDTd  would  ncA  have  aUi«red 

believed  that  there  wouldbe  no  g«at  diffi.  ^^^^     ^^^      ^^,^  ^  ^^^      ^ 

"T'l^;^  "fr^lji!l-       T^K  "f  li^^  »"»ie^y  of  the  noble  LordfTr  more  extra- 

STt.  oIlr^T.,1  nit  Sni^^  ^«*'°«'y  *h"  '^^  intelligence  he  showed; 
alluded  to  on  tne  subject  were  not  those  or       j  t  ?  •  •    ^-         •.!..».    aj    •    i. 

the  American  government,  but  of  an  indi-  "^  h«co»niunications  with  the  Admirahy 

Tidual  memberV  the  American  congress.  ^^Jf  ^V^^u-  V I  ^  a'^T.^^u  .  ^ 
The  proceeding  was,  as  it  were,  the  ict  of  P^We  Earl  (Minto)  had  stated  what  the 
an  individual  Klember  of  ParlUment,  and  '-^"t"?"  of  the  late  Government  had 
he  did  not  believe  that  in  consequence  of  *'.**°  r?***  '^^^  ^  ^^  preparations  fcr 
it  there  was  any  gitHiod  for  beiienng  that  *te  phina  war;  and  he  was  oot  disposed 
it  would  give  rise  to  a  want  of  good  un-  [o  dispute  a  single  word  the  nobb  Lord 
dersunding  between  this  country  and  bad  said.  All  he  knew  was,  that  the  noble 
Amenca.  The  fact  was  he  believed  that  ^"*  ^^  '•ft/  «~^  number  of  ships  m 
there  had  not  existed  a  better  understand-  •o»«  ^^^  of  progress  and  in  full  com- 
ing  between  the  two  countries  since  the  «it«on  ;  and  he  believed  there  was  nm  the 
war  than  existed  now.  He  was  satisfied  •l«ghte«t  record  at  the  Admiralty  of  the 
that  at  the  time  when  he  left  America  dcstmaiion  of  those  ships, 
there  never  was  a  period  when  there  The  Earl  of  Aftnio  did  not  mean  to  say 
was  a  stronger  desire  there  for  the  con-  that  the  present  Government  hsd  not  ex- 
tinuance  of  feelings  of  amity  and  good  hibited  the  utmost  activity  in  sending  oat 
will  between  the  two  countries  than  there  reinforcements  to  China ;  bat  be  wished  it 
then  was.  He  could  assure  the  House  lo  be  understood  that  when  the  late  Go- 
that  no  event  in  the  course  of  a  pretty  long  vernment  left  office  the  preparations  for 
life  had  afforded  him  greater  satisfection  the  campaign  of  the  ensuing  year  were 
than  having  been  a  party  to  the  completion  going  on.  The  noble  Lord  had  said,  truly 
of  this  tieaty.  enough,  that  there  was  no  record  at  the 

Lord  Brougham  observed,  that  a  mis*  Admiralty  of  the  destination  ofthe  ships; 

take  had  beeu  made  acroM  the  Channel  but  nobody  knew  better  than  the  noble 

as  to  the  number  of  vessels  employed  in  Lord  that  the  destination  of   ships  was 

enforcing  the  right  of  search.  The  number  never  stated  until  they  were  ready.     The 

was  never  eighty,  as  was  supposed,  bat  late  Government,  forseeing  that  considsr- 

fUtv-one,  and  this  had  now  been  reduced  sble  reinforcements,  in  ships  and  troops, 

to  forty-nine.  would  be  necessary  in  the  aprinf ,  for  it 

The  Earl  of  Haddtnglom  said,  that  there  would  have  been  useless  to  send  them  oiU 
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U)  Cbioa  to  reach  earlier  than  April,  pre- 
pand  tncb  reiDforcementa  as  they  thought 
neeesiary ;  and  he  was  ready  to  show  that 
•iuMMt  the  whole  of  the  ships  that  were 
ia  that  service  were  prepared  by  the  late 
Oovemment. 

Earl  Stanhgyoe  rose  to  postpone  the 
ABendmeiit  wnich  he  had  intended  to 
BOfe,  The  object  of  that  Amendment 
was*  to  bring  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House  a  subject  of  extreme — nay,  of 
paramoiiot  importance ;  but  the  discussion 
which  had  already  taken  place  had  occu- 
pied so  much  time  that  he  thought  that  he 
ihoiild  be  seeking  their  Xordships'  conve- 
aieoce  if  he  abstained  from  bringing  for- 
ward this  question  on  the  present  occasion. 
He  should,  therefore,  on  Thursday  next, 
for  which  day  be  believed  no  business  had 
yei  been  fixed,  propose  to  their  Lordships 
a  separmte  and  substantive  motion  : — 

*  That  this  House  do  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  into  its  most  serious  cousiaeration 
tlM  present  condition  of  the  productive  classes 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  with  a  view  of  pro- 
riding  for  their  profitable  employment  and  to 
cba  improvement  of  their  condition." 

The  Bishop  of  Exeter  had  listened,  with 
great  attention,  to  the  debate  in  which 
their  Lordships  had  been  engaged;  and 
be  had  been  especially  struck  with  the 
eloquent  manner  in  which  the  noble  Mar- 
quess bad  described  the  vast  importance 
of  the  events  which  had  introduced  the 
arts  and  the  civilisation  of  Europe  into 
the  vast  dominions  of  China.  The  noble 
Marqaess  had  forcibly  depicted  the  re- 
spoosibility  which,  by  reason  of  this  cir- 
caasataoce,  attached  itself  to  this  country, 
and  it  was  impossible  for  him  not  to  enter 
■lost  warmly  and  roost  feelingly  into  this 
sabject.  Great  indeed  was  that  respon- 
nbility;  but  high  was  his  satisfaction  that 
it  devolved  upon  a  Government,  who  would 
do  their  duty  as  the  advisers  of  the  Crown, 
as  well  as  in  their  religious  position  as 
Christians.  He  felt  persuaded  that  they 
woold  take  care  of  this  vast  portion  of  the 
koman  race,  a  portion  far  exceeding  all 
the  population  of  Christendom ;  and  he 
trssted  that  as  we  were  now  going  to 
oecapy  a  portion  of  this  empire  as  a  part 
of  oar  own  tenitory,  that  the  Government 
WDold  manifest  a  desire  for  the  promotion 
of  tme  religion — that  they  would  not  con- 
tasi  themaelvea  with  transplanting  the 
fKoaandtht  isarebooses  of  Great  Britain,. 


but  that  they  would  also  establishchurches, 
and  set  an  example  of  true  faith  to  the 
professors  of  idolatry,  who,  however,  it 
was  to  be  observed,  were  much  more 
capable  of  conversion  than  almost  any 
others. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Address  to  be  presented  to  her 
Majesty  by  their  Lordships,  bearing  white 
staves. 

Thanks  to  the  Forces  ih  China 
AND  India.]  The  Duke  of  ^e//tn^/on  : 
I  rise  to  give  notice  that  (  shall,  on  Tues- 
day, the  14th  instant,  submit  a  motion  to 
your  Lordships  for  granting  the  thanks  of 
this  House  to  the  naval  and  military  officers 
and  men  engaged  in  service  in  China,  and 
that  I  shall,  on  Thursday,  the  16th  instant, 
with  your  Lordship*s  permission,  submit  a 
motion  to  your  Lordships  to  give  the 
thanks  of  this  House  to  the  officers  and 
troops  concerned  in  the  military  operations 
in  the  East  Indies.  I  am  under  the 
necessity  of  postponing  this  latter  motion 
to  a  distant  day,  because  I  understand 
that,  according  to  usual  precedent,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  lay  papers  on  the  table  in 
respect  of  that  motion.  Those  papers 
will  be  laid  on  the  table  immediately,  and 
your  Lordships  will  have  them  delivered 
in  sufficient  time  to  be  prepared  to  meet 
that  motion.  I  have  omitted  to  mention, 
that  I  shall  include  tbe  Governor-general 
in  tbe  last  motion,  and  it  will  refer  solely 
to  the  subject  of  thanks  and  will  not  tonch 
on  any  political  matters  whatever. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 

HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  February  2,  1 843. 

M1NOTM.3  New  WmiTB  DusiNo  RscjBfls:— For  Buta- 
ihire,  v.  Six  W.  Rae,  daB.|  CnBuuthcn  Co.,  «.  John 
JoDet,  Esq.,  dec.;  Salop  (m.  d.),  Sir  Rowland  HiU. 
Bart,  now  Viaoount  Hill. 

Nbw  WErrst— For  DuUin  UniTosity,  v.  J.  D.  Jaduon, 
Etq.,  now  a  Judfe  i  ColendDe, «.  B.  Litton,  Eaq.,  bow 
a  Matter  in  Chancery  in  bdand ;  Bodmin, «.  Hon.  C.  C. 
Viyiao,  now  Lord  Vivian ;  Monaghan  Co.,  v,  Hon.  H. 
R.  We^tenra,  now  Lord  Aomnore  1  Cavan  Co.  «.  H.  J. 
dementi,  Eaq.  dee. 

Nsw  MxMBBRa  Sm>Bir :— Viioount  Clive,  Salop  (n.  d.)  f 
John  Neilitone  Gladstone,  Eiq.,  Iptwidi ;  Lord  Charles 
WeDealey,  Sotttharapton  Co.  (a.  n.)  t  Hon.  James  Staart 
Wortley,  Buteshire  t  SafekviOe  Lane  Fox,  Ekj.,  Ipswich  i 
John  Emerson  Tennent,  Esq.,  Belfast ;  David  Arthur 
Saunders  Davies,  Esq.,  Carmarthen  Ca  )  David  Robert 
Rois,  Esq.,  Beltet 

Bill.    PubUe^^f-  Outlawries. 
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Ruihbrooh  mated  (hat  a  new  writ  ihould 
be  iuoed  for  tbe  borough  of  Sudbur;. 

Mr,  T,  Buncombe  laid,  there  wu  a 
general  undentanding  that  no  new  writi 
(hould  be  iiiued  for  borought  in  the  tame 
potition  ai  Sudbury,  without  notice  having 
been  given  of  the  intention  to  iDO*e  them. 
He  was  lurpriied  that  tbe  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  ihould  now,  without  giving 
any  notice,  ask  fur  s  new  writ  for  ihit 
borough.  A  bill  afTeciiog  this  borough 
bad  been  paiied  Lbrough  thi*  House,  and 
had  been  lent  to  the  House  of  Lordi, 
where  there  wai  not  sufficient  time  to  pass 
it  during  the  last  Session.  The  subject 
being,  in  fact,  (till  under  coniideration, 
he  hoped  the  bon.  Gentleman  would  not 
now  persist  in  hii  motion  for  the  new 
writ. 

Colonel  Ruthbrooie  thought  that  it  had 
been  understoad  thai  no  opposition,  after 
■uch  a  lapse  of  time,  was  to  be  offered  to 
the  motion  for  a  new  writ,  and  he  there- 
fort  had  deemed  it  unnecessarj  to  give 
any  notice  whate«r  respecting  it.  He 
would  now  give  notice  of  hit  motion  for 
Mondiy  next. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

The  Addxbss.]  Tbe  Speaker  having 
npoTled  the  Lords  Commissioners  Speech, 
and  read  it  to  tbe  Hoaie. 

Viscount  Qmrlenay  then  said,  Mr. 
Speaker,  in  riaing  for  the  purpoae  of  pro- 
pnring  a  humble  Addresa  in  answer  to  the 
Spce«i  which  you  have  jiut  read,  I  feel 
that  I  shall  not  be  ptrfiirring  any  un- 
reasonable request  if  I  entreat  for  myself 
on  thi*  occasion  that  kind  and  indulgent 
conuderation,  which,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstance*, this  House  it  wont  to  bestow. 
While,  Sir,  the  magnitude  and  variety  of 
tbe  topics  touched  on  in  her  Majesty'H 
Speech  are  such  as  to  place  under  do  or- 
dinary difficulties  the  proposer  of  an  sd- 
dre«  in  reply,  under  more  than  ordinary 
difficulties,  I  feel  at  the  same  time  an 
encouragement  derived  from  the  circum- 
stance that  there  are  amongst  the  topin 
it  alludes  to  many  which  are  likely  to 
meet    with    unanimous   connirrence, 


nouncetnent  that  her  Majesty  continiMt  to 
receive  from  foreign  princes  and  powers 
assurances  of  that  friendly  dispositioa, 
which,  I  trust,  will  long  coutinue,  so  a* 
to  ensure  that  peace  with  which  Prori- 
dence  baa  so  long  blessed  the  nations  of 
Europe.  But.  Sir,  gratifying  as  that  in- 
tiroation  is,  under  ordinary  circumstancea 
and  in  ordinary  cases.  I  must  be  permitted 
to  express  especial  pleasure,  that  her  Ma- 
jesty has  been  enabled  to  inform  us,  that, 
by  a  Treaty  between  this  country  and  Ame- 
rica, the  amicable  relations  of  the  two 
countries  are  confirmed.  I  am  sum  tbe 
House  will  think  that,  however  great  the 
evils  of  war  are,  kada  any  circumstances, 
and  however  impossible  iL  is  to  measore 
them  by  the  consideration  of  tbe  blood  and 
treasure  which  may  be  wasted  in  its  pro- 
gress, without  taking  into  account  the  br 
higher connderation  which  results  firom  the 
destruction  of  those  ties  which  ought  toUod 
nations  together  in  a  common  endeavour 
to  promote  the  good  of  mankind  ;  1  say,  I 
feel  the  House  will  agree  with  me  tbat 
those  evil*  would  be  tenfold  increased  if  an 
estrangement  should  unhappily  occur  b^ 
tween  us  and  that  great  kindrad  commu- 
nity which  has  sprung  up  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  Sir,  recollecting,  as 
I  am  sure  we  ever  must,  tbat  our  coouec- 
tion  with  that  great  country  ia  marked  by 
tbe  tie*  of  a  common  origin,  as  welt  as  m 
the  rie*  of  language,  literature,  laws,  sod 
religion,  I  am  persuaded  that  there  is  not 
one  who  hears  me  who  does  not  look  with 
more  than  ordiuiry  interest  to  tbe  develo|^ 
ment  of  the  resources  of  America  in  her 
unprecedented  progress  from  infancr  to 
maturity,  and  who  doe*  not  feel  with  me 
that  the  evil*  of  sudi  a  rupture  ars  not  to 
be  estimated  merely  by  the  result*  to  either 
country,  but  by  its  influence  on  the  ge- 
nersl  interests  of  humanity.  It  ii  with 
that  feetiog  that  1  shall  with  confidence 
call  on  the  House  to  expre«  its  satisfaction 
at  the  adjustment  of  those  differences— 
an  adjustment,  which,  as  it  wat  the  cfiect 
of  wiae  and  dispassionate  couniw Is  on  the 
part  of  the  negotiator*  on  cither  aide, 
,  has  been  effected  in  a  manner  consistent 
with  the  joat  and  due  regard  to  tbe  na< 


that  amongst  its  announcements  there  arc  |  tional  hnomir  of  two  great  communities 
many  with  regard  to  which  we  shall  all  be  \  Sir,  with  no  less  plcauire  shall  we  receive 
snxious  to  manifest  cardial  sentiments  or  i  the  announremcnt  made  in  her  Majesty's 
aatishdion.  I  am  sure  that  all  will  hail  '  grscious  Speeth  of  the  successful  temiaa- 
with  satishction  the  assurance,  which  1  tion  of  the  war  in  Aflghanistao,  a  war 
am  happy  to  say  her  M^ettr  has  bad  oc-  maintained  in  a  country  </  peculiar  diffi- 
casion  to  make  in  several  of  her  previous  culty,  against  foe*  of  unknown  numbers 
Speeches,  as  well  as  this— I  mean  the  an-    and'unaiccrtaiocd  resources,   against  tbe 
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BuriiinntioDS  of  unparalleled  treachery,  no 
less  than  against  the  ever-occurring  as- 
suits  of  open  violence.  Sir,  it  would  be 
idle  to  dwell  on  the  horrors  of  the  former 
cunpaign  :  but  we  cannot,  in  reverting  to 
its  meliuicholy  history,  mark  the  numerous 
iostances  which  it  affords  among  our  troops, 
Eoropean  and  native,  of  individual  daring 
lod  power  of  endurance,  without  feeling 
the  greater  satis&ction  that  it  is  not  in 
vun  that  these  deeds  of  daring  has  been 
done  and  those  sufferings  undergone,  that 
the  honour  of  the  British  name  has  been 
vindicated,  and  the  superiority  of  the 
British  arms  es^tablished  on  the  scenes  of 
our  fonner  reverses.  Sympathising  deeply, 
therefore,  with  what  our  troops  have  ex- 
perienced, and  the  British  name  in  accord- 
ance with  the  expression  of  interest  of  her 
Majesty  upon  this  topic;  entertaining  warm 
fieelings  of  admiration  and  respect  for  those 
heroic  captives,  who,  in  the  hour  of  danger 
and  suffering,  exhibited  a  manly  spirit  of 
daring,  united  with  and  elevated  by  that 
power  of  endurance  which  peculiarly  be- 
kngs  to  the  female  character,  we  shall  no 
longer  delay  to  concur  cordially  in  the  ex- 
presBioD  of  the  Address,  which  I  will  ven- 
ture to  submit  to  your  notice,  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  valour  and  constancy  of 
her  Majesty's  troops,  and  of  a  deep  con- 
victioD  that  in  withdrawing  beyond  the 
Indus,  we  leave  behind  us  indelible  me- 
morials of  British  courage  and  British 
power.  We  may  turn,  Sir,  with  feelings  of, 
periiaps,  a  less  mixed  character  to  another 
topic  suggested  by  her  Majesty's  Speech — 
I  mean  our  relations  with  China ;  and  I 
am  sure  that,  with  equal  satisfaction,  we 
shall  learn  that  a  treaty  has  been  con- 
doded  with  China,  resulting  from  the  su- 
periority of  our  naval  and  military  forces, 
and  founded  upon  terms  which  her  Ma- 
jesty has  proposed.  We  may,  I  trust,  look 
ferward  to  this  as  the  commencement  of  a 
permanent  and  salutary  intercourse  be. 
tween  this  country  and  that  mighty  and 
extenaive  land.  We  mav,  I  trust,  look 
somewhat  even  beyond  that— we  may,  I 
trust,  look  to  those  more  enduring  results, 
and  those  noble  triumphs,  which  shall 
emanate  from  that  intercourse ;  triumphs 
of  knowledge  over  ignorance,  of  civiliza- 
tioD  over  barbarism,  of  Christianity  over 
heathenism  and  infidelity.  There  is  one 
fcaolt  in  which  I  believe  we  may  now  re- 
joiee  as  having  already  to  some  extent 
taken  place— -I  mean  the  revival  of  com- 
mercial iDterooorse  with  that  country — ^an 
miereourse  which  bids  fair  to  be  constant 
VOL.  LXVI.    {JX} 


and  systematic,  and  which  opens  a  new 
and  untried  market  for  the  productions  of 
our  manufacturing  industry.  There  is  not, 
I  am  sure,  a  gentleman  that  I  am  now  ad- 
dressing who  does  not  feel  that,  if  ever 
there  was  a  time  when  the  prospect  of  new 
markets  for  our  manufactures  was  essen- 
tial, this  is  now  that  period.  Sir,  we  are 
informed  by  her  Majesty's  Speech  of  a 
fact,  of  which  the  experience  of  most  hon. 
Gentlemen  whom  I  now  address  has  made 
them  already  aware— that  considerable 
masses  of  our  manufacturing  population 
have  been  suffering  for  some  time  under 
a  state  of  distress  occasioned  by  the  de- 
pression of  the  markets  of  some  depart- 
ments of  our  manufacturing  industry.  Sir, 
we  must  learn  with  great  regret,  as  evi- 
dence of  that  fact,  that  the  inability  of  a 
large  portion  of  our  manufacturing  popula- 
tion to  purchase  those  articles  of  comfort, 
or  even  of  necessity,  to  which,  under  more 
prosperous  circumstances,  they  had  been 
accustomed,  is  one  of  the  causes  to  which 
we  are  to  trace  the  diminution  in  the 
receipts  from  the  ordinary  sources  of 
revenue  which  is  announced  to  us  in 
her  Majesty's  Speech.  That,  that  di- 
minution may  be,  and  is,  justly  attri- 
butable also  to  other  causes — to  causes 
which  may  be,  and  it  is  hoped  will  be, 
temporary  in  their  nature,  and  which  can- 
not but  have  been  present  to  the  minds  of 
those  who  originated  and  carried  the  great 
financial  changes  of  last  year — I  mean  the 
reduction  in  the  duties  upon  imports — is 
no  doubt  a  matter  which  it  is  satisfactory 
and  gratifying  to  believe.  But,  Sir,  at  the 
same  time,  the  fact  remains — a  fact  which 
IS  brought  before  us  in  this  the  very  first 
stage  of  our  proceedings — that  large  bodies 
of  our  manufacturing  population  are  in  a 
state  of  distress  and  depression.  Sir,  it  is 
in  no  language  of  cold  and  ordinary  condo- 
lence and  pity  that  I  now  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  what  has  been  so  often 
said  upon  that  subject.  We  cannot  but 
sympathise  deeply  with  the  way  in  which 
I  will  not  only  say  the  manufacturing, 
but  the  agricultural  portion  of  this  com- 
munity, have  often  borne  distress  and  pri- 
vations, submitting  to  them  with  a  forti- 
tude and  resignation  which  may  well  put 
their  betters  to  shame.  Sir,  such  a  cir- 
cumstance renders  their  distresses  still 
more  entitled  to  the  calm  consideration  of 
an  English  and  Christian  Legislature. 
Of  the  remedies  for  this  state  of  things 
this  is  neither  the  fitting  time,  nor  am  I  a 
person  qualified  to  speak;  but  Sir,  this 
P 


67 


The  Addreu, 


{COMMONS} 


^v  AdaFfit* 


with 


much  I  maf  be  permitted  to  sar,  that 
while  I  look  forwaira  with  hope  to'the  re- 
sult whidi  will  follow  from  the  oootiooed 
operation  of  the  commercial  and  fioaiicial 
CDanges  of  last  year,  and  to  the  preraleoce 
— the  gradual  prevaleooe  in  fareign  coun- 
tries of  sounder  principles  of  intematiooal 
oomroerce — I  most  be  permitted  also  to 
say  that  the  remedy  as  far  as  laws  can 
originate  or  mature  one,  is  not  to  be 
found  in  any  crude  and  hasty  mea- 
sures, not  in  attempts  to  eialt  unduly 
the  importance  of  one  interest  above 
others;  but  in  a  calm  and  dispassionate 
consideration  of  all  the  interests  of  tlie 
community,  we  weighing  justly  and  duly 
the    iinportance  of   each    in    the  social    ^^^  Majesty  "baidirectid  to  be  deUrered  by 


to  dcaerre,  die  confidenoe  of  i 
portion  of  the  country.  Sb,  it 
these  news  and  these  feeling  that  I  htsm 
come  forward  on  thb  oocasioQ  to  propon 
the  Address  in  answer  to  her  MaJ60lf*a 

ricious  Speedi ;  and  I  hmfe  only,  heme 
proceed  to  rod  the  Address  which  I 
shall  submit,  to  express  mj  gratelbl  ae* 
knowledgments  to  the  House  for  the  kiad 
forbearance  which  they  have  manifested. 
The  noble  Lord  concluded  by  suboiittiag 
tbe  following  motion  :— 

**  That  an  hamble  Address  be  presented  to 
her  Majesty,  to  retom  to  her  Majesty  oor 
humble  thanks  for  the  gradous  Speech  whieh 


scale  of  our  country,  attaching  and  as- 
signing to  each  its  due  share  among  the 
elements  of  our  national  greatness;  and 
while  we  take  into  account  all  the  compo- 
nent parts  of  this  great  community,  ginug 
a  just  and  fair  consideration  to  such  pecu- 
liar circumstances,  and  to  such  peculiar 
burdens  as  may  result  from  a  complicated 
and  artificial  state  of  society.  It  is  becauw 
I   trace  In   the  conduct  of  Ministers  the 
operation  of  such  principles  of  Legislation, 
that,  in  compliance  with  the  proposal  made 
to  me,  1  have  felt  it  my  doty  to  come  for- 
ward on  this  occasion,  and  as  the  represen- 
tative of  a  large  and  important  constituency, 
not  to  shrink  from  the  avowal  of  my  gene- 
ral  confidence  in  her  Majesty's  present 
advisers.     In  the  great  financial  measures 
brought  forward  by  the  Government  last 
year,    the    country    recognised    a    great 
scheme  of  financial  policy,  whidi  is  not  to 
be  judged    of  by   individual  parts,  and 
under  Its  temporary  operation,  but  to  be 
estimated  as  a  whole,  and  upon  a  series  of 
years.     Sir*    if  her  Majestv*s  Ministers 
continue  to  act  with  a  similar  union  of 
boldness.  In    action   with    prudence  and 
caution  in  deliberation— >lf,  in  the  mea. 
sores  which  may  hereafter  be  propounded, 
an    anxiety  for   the  general  welfare  be 
exhibited  in  union  with  a  due  regard  to 
the  various  interests  of  tlie  country — if 
they  continue  to  show  themselves   resd? 
and  anxious  to  maintain  peace  at  the  risk 
of  everything  but  national  honour — to  pro- 
mote  economy  at  the  hasard  of  everything 
except  tbe  eiiiciency  of  the  public  service 
— to  introduce  change  where   change  is 
improvement,  but  to  repudiate  and  reject 
it  where   it  is   nothing  but  innovation — 
if.   Sir,  they  continue  to  act  upon  those 
principles;  they  will   continue  to  receive. 


tbe  Lords  Coniniissiooers : 

To  assure  her  Majesty  that  we  have  hseri 
with  high  gratification,  that  her  Majesty  r^ 
ceives  from  all  Princes  and  States  assoraaces 
of  a  friendly  disposition  towards  this  country* 
and  of  an  eirnest  desire  to  co-operate  with 
her  Majesty  in  tbe  mainteiMDoa  of  geaetal 
peace: 

To  thank  her  Majesty  for  acqoaintiof  os* 
that  by  the  Treaty  which  her  Majesty  has  coo* 
eluded  with  the  United  States  of  America,  aiKl 
by  the  adjustment  of  those  difiereoees  which* 
from  their  long  continuance,  had  eodaogerad 
the  preservation  of  peace*  her  Majesty  tmsts 
that  the  aaucable  relatioos  of  tbe  two  conatrias 
have  been  confirmed : 

To  express  our  satisfMtioo  at  learaiag,  that 
the  increased  exertioos  which  her  Majesty  has 
made  for  the  termination  of  hostilities  with 
China  have  been  eminently  soccessfbl*  and 
that  the  skill*  valour*  and  discipline  of  the 
Naval  and  Military  forces  employed  upon  this 
service  have  been  aMst  conspicuous*  and  hava 
led  to  tbe  eooclusion  of  peace  upon  the  terov 
proposed  by  be?  Majesty  : 

Humbly  to  assure  her  Majesty,  that  we  re- 
joice with  her  Majesty  in  the  prospect  that, 
by  the  free  access  which  will  be  opened  to  tbe 
principle  marts  of  that  populous  and  exisotive 
Empire,  encouragement  will  be  given  to  tbe 
commercial  enterprise  of  her  people  : 

To  thank  her  Majesty  for  having  directed 
that  as  «oon  as  the  Ratifications  of  the  Treaty 
shall  have  been  exchanged,  it  shall  be  laid 
before  us : 

That  we  are  much  gratified  by  tbe  io< 


us  in 


my   judgment    they    will   continue  |  matioa  ibat,  in  concert  wiib  ber  Allies* 
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bat  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  the 
Cbfiftian  population  of  Syria,  the  establish- 
vcnt  of  a  system  of  administration  which  they 
were  entitled  to  expect  from  the  engagements 
of  the  Snltaoy  and  from  the  good  faith  of  this 
covntrj: 

Tbait  we  are  concerned  to  hear,  that  the 
d^ereoces  for  some  time  existing  between  the 
Turkish  and  Persian  Governments  had  re- 
etnitly  led  to  acts  of  hostility,  but  as  each  of 
these  States  has  accepted  the  joint  mediation 
of  Great  Britain  and  Russia,  we  participate  in 
the  I  confident  hope  entertained  by  her  Ma- 
jesty^  that  their  mutual  relations  will  be 
speedily  and  amicably  adjusted  : 

To  assure  her  Majesty,  that  we  learn  with 
pleasure  that  her  Majesty  has  concluded  with 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  a  Treaty  of  Commerce 
and  Kavtgation,  which  her  Majesty  regards 
with  great  satisfisictlon,  as  the  foundation  for 
increased  intercourse  between  her  Majesty's 
subjects  and  those  of  the  Emperor;  and  to 
thank  her  Majesty  for  having  directed  a  Copy 
of  this  Treaty  to  be  laid  before  us  : 

To  thank  her  Majesty  for  the  gratifying 
nlbrmatioo  that  complete  success  has  at- 
tended the  recent  military  operations  in 
A%hanistan ;  and  for  acquainting  us  that  her 
ll^esty  has  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  re- 
cording her  high  sense  of  the  ability  with 
which  these  operations  ha?e  been  directed  : 
and  of  the  constancy  and  valour  which  haTe 
beco  manifested  by  the  European  and  Native 
Poffcas: 

That  we  are  gratified  to  learn  that  the  su- 
periority of  her  Majesty's  arms  has  been  es- 
taUisfaed  by  decisive  victories  on  the  scene  of 
Ibrmer  disaster ;  and  that  the  complete  liber- 
atioD  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  who  were  held 
ia  captivity,  and  for  whom  her  Majesty  has 
gnciousljr  expressed  the  deepest  interest,  has 
been  effected : 

To  thank  her  Majesty  for  informing  us  that 
it  kti  fl^  been  dettned  advisable  to  continue 
te  occupation,  by  a  military  force,  of  the 
eoantries  to  the  westward  of  the  Indus : 

To  thank  her  Majesty  for  having  directed 
the  EiinnateS  for  the  ensuing  year  to  be  laid 
before  wt,  and  for  the  information  that  such 
fsinelfOfii  hsTe  been  made  in  the  amount  of 
the  ffatal  and  Military  Force  as  have  been 
cofti^tible,  under  present  circum- 
UMi  the  Htficfent  performance  of  the 


Public  Service  throughout  the  extended  Em- 
pire of  her  Majesty ; 

That  we  share  in  her  Majesty's  regret  at  the 
diminished  receipt  from  some  of  the  ordinary 
sources  of  revenue : 

That,  in  common  with  her  Majesty,  we  fear 
that  it  must  be  in  part  attributed  to  the  re- 
duced consumption  of  many  articles  caused 
by  that  depression  of  the  Manufacturing  In- 
dustry of  the  Country  which  has  so  long  pre- 
vailed, and  which  we,  with  her  Majesty  so 
deeply  lament: 

But  to  assure  her  Majesty,  that  in  consider- 
ing the  present  state  of  the  Revenue,  we  will 
bear  in  mind  that  it  has  been  materially  af- 
fected by  the  extensive  reductions  in  the  Im- 
port  Duties,  which  received  our  sanction 
during  the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  and  that 
little  progress  has  been  hitherto  made  in  the 
collection  of  those  Taxes,  which  were  imposed 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  deficiency 
from  that  and  other  causes: 

That  we  learn  with  satisfaction  that  her 
Majesty  feels  confident  that  the  future  pro- 
duce of  the  Revenue  will  be  sufficient  to  meet 
every  exigency  of  the  Public  Serrice  t 

To  express  the  participation  which  we  feel 
in  the  gratification  derived  by  her  Majesty 
from  the  loyalty  and  afiectionate  attachment 
to  her  Majesty  which  were  manifested  on  the 
occasion  of  her  Majesty's  visit  to  Scotland  : 

That  in  common  with  her  Majesty  we  re- 
gret that  in  the  course  of  the  last  year  the 
public  peace  in  some  of  the  manufacturing 
districts  was  seriously  disturbed,  and  the  lives 
and  property  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  were 
endangered  by  tumultuous  assemblages  and 
acts  of  open  violence  : 

That  we  are  happy  to  learn  that  the  ordinary 
law  promptly  enforced  was  sufficient  for  the 
effectual  repression  of  these  disorders;  and 
that  we  cordially  concur  with  her  Majesty  in 
confidently  relying  upon  its  efficacy  and  upon 
the  zealous  support  of  her  Majesty's  loyal 
and  peaceable  subjects  for  the  maintenance  of 
tranquillity : 

To  assure  her  Majesty  that  we  shall  be 
prepared  to  take  into  our  consideration  such 
measures  connected  with  the  improvement  of 
the  law,  and  with  various  questions  of  do- 
mestic policy,  as  may  be  submitted  to  us  by 
lier  Majesty's  direction : 

To  assure  her  Majesty  that  she  may  confi- 
i>2 
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then    conducive  to  Ibe   bappinen  and  con* 
It  of  ber  U^CMj'c  people." 


Mr.  IP.  P.  S.  MJe«  Mid,  in  riting  to 
Kcood  Ibe  Addrett,  which  bH  just  been 
•0  ably  propoted  bf  the  noble  Lord,  in 
antwer  to  her  M^jeity'i  ino«l  gracioui 
Speech,  1  iruit  I  thatl  be  allowed  tiat 
indulgence  which  I  know  thi*  Hou>e  it 
ever  ready  to  extend  to  a  young  Member 
■naking  hi*  firtt  addrett.  li  ii  »iih  no 
ordinary  feelingt  of  embBrraHaienL  that  I 
uodertake  the  lailc  for  which  1  ha*e  found 
it  neceuaiy  to  atk  ihe  fa>ourable  con- 
■ideraiioD  of  the  Home,  and  1  lru»t  tli.it 
io  the  few  remarkt  which  it  will  be  in- 
cumbent on  me  to  offer,  1  ihali  make  uie 
of  no  expreHion  calculated  to  ditlurb  thm 
■pirit  of  harmony  aad  unanimiry  which  it 
it  fo  detirable  ibould  prevail  on  the  pre- 
•ent  occation.  1  thall  endeavour  to  con- 
fine tny  remarks  to  >■  ihorl  a  apace  at 
will  be  conaiitent  with  the  impoitance  ol 
the  topic*  on  which  it  will  be  nereiiar) 
fat  me  to  dilate.  It  i*  with  reetins*  ol 
peculiar  pride  and  Htiifaction  thit  I  ad- 
vert to  the  gloriou*  terminBiion  of  th» 
campaign  in  Affghtoiitan.  i  believe  thai 
on  few  occaiioni  in  the  hi*tory  of  ihnt 
country  have  vicloriea  lo  important  to  tho 
■ecurity  and  itability  of  our  Indian  em- 
pire been  achieved.  I  conceive  that  it  ix 
a  matter  of  congratulalion  that  her  Ma- 
jeity'a  army  thould  have  io  nobly  tri- 
umphed over  (Very  difficulty,  and  ihnnlil 
bave  iO  gloriouily  recovered  ihe  UureU 
which  previoui  evenli  had  torn  from  tliei 
brow*;  that,  nolwiihtianding  the  teverii 
of  the  climate,  and  the  almost  inmr 
mouDlable  nature  of  the  roouotain  pa*tei, 
tbey  had,  by  the  ikilful  guidance  of  their 
commanderi,  rcicued  the  priionert  froiri 
captivity,  and  exemplified  ihe  maxim- 
that  Enjtland  leave*  no  in*ult  unavenerd, 
that  her  failh  i*  inviolable  when  onr. 
pledged,  that  her  puiii»hmrnt  of  treirliC'-, 
ii  initant  and  ceitxin,  and  that  while  *li.' 
(Irikei  tettof  into  tbe  heart*  of  her  enc- 
mie*.  ihe  i«  at  all  nmei  ready,  even  in  ih.< 
inid*t  of  aucce**,  lo  liMen  lo  the  dictatr< 
of  liumantty  and  reaiou.  It  would  be 
pretampluou*  in  me  to  enter  into  iheqiie*. 
tion  of  our  Indian  policy;  bat  I  cannoi 


belter  ditplayed  in  cemenliog  oar 
power  and  authority  by  hi*  pntdeot  and 
vigorou*  ad m in i*i ration  of  afiain,  aod  by 
.giving  a  stimulu*  to  that  internal  trade 
^nd  commerce  which  tbe  ioteretU  of  this 
ouniry  demand  ;  and  hai  thu*  doneoiore 
0  maintain  the  *tability  of  oar  Indian 
mpire  than  could  bave  been  effected  by 
iny  oibrr  mean*.  Tbe  next  topic  U 
thich  I  »lia!I  advert  i*  the  toece**ful  tmne 
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which  n  not 


ily  a  (object  of  importance  to  England, 
tiut  to  the  whole  world.  I  tbiok  tbii, 
coupled  with  the  brilliant  locceaa  of  o«t 
iTia*  in  India,  will  be  the  distin(nithiD|> 
femure  of  her  Haje«ly'*  reign.  By  out 
uealy  with  China,  thi*  nation  would  bB> 
■;ome  the  mean*  of  opening  a  coanlrj 
which  had  been  hitherto  cioaed  to  forei^ 
.in  ;  aud,  under  the  bleuing  of  a  mercifal 
Providence,  it  would  alto  be  tbe  meant  of 
introducing  to  the  numeroua  inhabitanii 
of  China  the  tneitimaUe  bleiiingi  of  ibt 
Cbrittian  religioo.  At  a  young  Member, 
[  will  not  diacot*  the  line  of  policy  pnr- 
(ued  by  tbe  late  adminiatraiion,  but  I  trust 
I  am  not  too  bold  in  exprestiog  my  ap- 
proval  of  the  energy  which  the  preaent 
Adffliniitration  hat  thown  in  bringing  tbe 
war  in  China  to  a  trinmphaol  clou.  Tbey 
ditplayed  an  aroonnt  of  force,  adeqaate 
to  the  dignitv  and  importance  of  the  un- 
dertaking, which  lutuined  the  glory  of  the 
Britith  arm*.  1  can  acarceW  calculate 
tbe  advantage  to  be  derived  from  tbe 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  commerce 
with  China,  or  form  any  opinion  of 
Ihe  amount  of  trade  likely  to  be  car- 
ried nn  with  that  country  ;  btit  if  the  rela- 
tiona  which  we  bear  of  that  great  rauDtry 
be  true— if  the  population  be  to  numeroua 
as  it  ii  sutipowd,  and  if  the  prejudice*  c4 
Asia  permit  a  more  enlightened  ayaiem  of 
policy  with  respect  tn  Europe,  I  do  iMt 
lliink  any  treaty  could  he  of  more  impcft- 
nnre,  (ir  more  cilrulalnl  to  benefit  trade 
nnil  commerw.  1  coogratulaie  the  Honte 
that  the  long- (lending  boundary  (jneatmi 
Mwcen  this  country  and  Aroertca  baa 
licen  bmiglit  to  a  satisfactory  ciiocluaioB 
by  the  tilen's  of  the  noble  Lord  lo  whom 
it  wa*  confided.  I  ranimt  but  think  that 
(be  maintcoauce  of  peace  between  tbe  two 
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oaaotriefl  is  of  much  more  importance  than 
«  portion  of  disputed  territory.  That  ques- 
tioo  which  had  been  conteated  for  fifty 
^ean,  is  now  finally  settled,  and  thus  haa 
been  remored  a  subject  of  dissension  which 
■igbt  hare  been  the  means  of  plunging 
two  great  nations  into  a  dangerous  and  ex- 
pcBsive  war,  I  think  this  Houee  will  coo- 
car  with  me  in  regretting  the  disturbances  , 
which  took  place  last  autumn  in  the  ma- 
■nbcturiog  districts.  I  rejoice  that  those 
diaturbances  were  suppressed  by  the  energy  ' 
of  the  civil  authority  without  any  great 
display  of  military  force,  ur  without  the 
BcccBBity  of  having  recourse  to  ^sh  laws. 
As  regards  those  disturbaocea,  although  1 
ftdmit  the  depression  of  trade  may  have 
had  aome  share  in  producing  them,  I  attri- 
bate  them  mainly  to  the  spirit  of  agitation 
which  prerails,  and  which  induces  many  of 
the  lower  orders  to  lend  an  ear  to  the  aug- 
padona  of  demagogues  who  propound  ^^ild 
and  visioiiary  schemes,  A  general  impres' 
BOO  prevails  that  the  trade  of  the  country 
is  assuming  a  more  healthful  character,  and 
the  stimulus  given  to  commerce  by  the 
conclusion  of  peace  with  China  has  been 
■leadily  maintained,  and  will  doubtless  de~ 
ritre  additional  force  from  the  ratification  of 
■  treaty  of  commerce  with  Russia.  I  trust 
that  the  measures  passed  last  Session  will 
be  found  adequate  to  the  relief  of  the  coun- 
try from  its  financial  difficulties,  and  will 
induce  foreign  countries  to  revise  their  ta- 
rift  and  to  ttade  with  us  upon  a  more 
liberal  and  enlightened  system  than  at 
present.  During  the  last  few  years  the 
ae6c]encf  of  the  revenue  had  been  gradu- 
ally increasing,  aud  some  decisive  measure 
was  requiaite  to  restore  public  credit.  The 
deficiency  in  the  revenue  has  continued  this 
rear,  but  I  think  that  is  attributable  to  the 
reduction  of  the  import  duties  and  the  de- 
ficient harvest  of  1841.  I  trust,  however, 
the  amount  of  revenue  from  the  property 
and  income  tax  may  counterbalance  this 
de6cienCT,  and  that  in  a  few  years  the  re- 
venue wUl  an  hr  revive  that  this  tax  may 
be  done  away  with.  The  measures  intro- 
duced last  Session  have  created  great  alarm 
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■iDODe  the  agriculturists.     Panic  haa  si 
ceedM  panic  without  any  apparent  cans 
The  landed  interest  has  been  called  upc 
to  bear  unusual  burdens;    but  if,  hy 
doing,  they  can  contribute  to  relieve  othe 
branches  of  industr 
borne  cbeerfi 
keard  with  pleasure  of  her  Majesty's  visit 
to  Scotland.    The  characteristic  hospitality 
rf  Seotkod  and  tbeir  i^mndant  loyalt; 


marked  throughout  the  progress  of  her 
Majesty.  The  recollection  of  her  Majes- 
ty's late  visit  will  be  cherished  in  the 
hearts  of  her  Scottish  subjects,  and  will 
Teate  a  feeling  that  will  long  survive.  I 
lave  endeavoured,  in  a  few  words,  to  bring 
forward  the  topics  introduced  in  the  Speech 
from  the  throne,  and  I  hope  the  House 
will  unanimously  agree  to  the  Address, 
which,  if  adopted  without  any  dissent,  will 
prove  the  more  gratifying  to  her  Majesty. 
In  conclusion,  1  beg  to  thank  the  House 
~"v  the  kindness  it  has  extended  to  me. 

The  Address  haviDg  been  read  hy  the 
Speaker, 

Mr,  C.  Wood  said,  I  am  convinced  that 
the  noble  Lord  in  no  degree  miscalculated 
the  feeling  of  the  House,  when  he  slated 
his  belief  that  it  would  readily  uniie  in  an 
expression  of  sailaraclion  at  the  assurance 
given  in  her  Majesty's  most  gracious 
Speech  of  the  lecmination  of  the  hostili- 

s  in  which  this  country  has  been  engaged 

two  portions  of  the  £»st,  and  of  the 
adjustment  of  disputed  queilioos  with  the 
United  Stales  of  America.  Every  Mem- 
ber of  this  House,  will,  1  am  sure,  cordially 
join  in  congratulating  her  Majesty  on  the 
important  announcement,  which,  in  these 
respects,  she  has  been  able  to  make  to  her 
Parliament.  Wiih  respect  to  the  termina- 
tiau  of  our  hostilities  with  China,  but  one 
feeling  of  satisfaction  can  prevail ;  for, 
whatever  reliance  might  justly  be  placed 
on  ihe  skill  and  valour  of  our  troops,  no 
one  could  contemplate,  without  some 
anxiety,  the  prosecution  of  hostilities  at 
such  a  remote  distance,  with  a  people  so 
numeroua,  and  in  a  country  of  which  we 
knew  so  little,  nor  was  It  possible  to  ob- 
serve, without  a  feeling  of  deep  regret,  the 
indiscriminate  slaughter  which  necessarily 
attended  our  victories,  or  was  inflicted 
upon  themselves  by  a  brave  but  barbarian 
people,  after  their  defeats.  The  conclu- 
sion of  the  war  with  China  is  signalised 
by  a  circumstance  which  seldom  falls  to 
the  lot  of  belligerent  powers,  namely, 
the  attainment  of  every  object  for  which 
hostilities  were  undertaken.  We  have  ob- 
tained reparation  for  the  insults  and  cruelly 
inflicted  on  the  residents  in  the  British 
factory — compensation  to  our  merchants 
for  the  losses  which  they  had  sustained  ; 
and  indemnity  for  the  expenses  of  the  war, 
I  trust,  also,  that  the  noble  Lord  is  not 
wrong  iri  calculating  that  the  opening  for 
commerce  secured  by  the  happy  termin- 
[  atioD  of  ibis  war,  will  be  beneficial  in  ths 
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highest  degree,  not  ooly  to  the  people  of  i  oeutral  power,  wt  thali  have  left,  io  thm 
thit  country,  but  to  the  population  of '  country  l)eyond  the  Indus,  a  justly  tx- 
China.  I  trust  we  have  a  right  to  antici-  !  asperated  and  hostile  populatioo.  Aa 
pate  — and  I  join  in  the  anxious  desire  !  regards  the  treaty  with  the  United  Stataa» 
that  the  noble  Ix)rd's  anticipations  may  '  it  will,  of  course,  be  laid  before  as,  aad 
prove  correct— that  the  intercourse  now  |  then  will  be  the  time  to  discoeait;  b«l 
opened  with  a  nation  hitherto  shut  out '  there  is  one  point  with  respect  to  which 
from  a  communication  with  civilised  com-    that  treaty  can  afford  the  House  no  in- 


munities,  will  be  the  means  of  extendin^j; 
to  its  vast  population  the  blessings  of  re- 
ligion and  civilisation.  With  respect  to  our 


formation,  and  regarding  which  we  oaa 
only  look  to  the  QovernoMOt  for  expla- 
nation.  The  subject  is  one  in  whieh  they, 


operations  in  AfTghanislan,  as  far  as  the  i  I  am  sure,  will  be  ansiuua  to  furoisb  ex- 
circomstances  connected  with  them  are  ;  planation  at  the  earliest  possible  time.  The 
communicated  in  her  Majesty's  Speech,  i  value  of  the  treaty  with  the  United  8tatea, 
there  can  I  apprehend,  be  no  difference  '  must,  in  my  mind,  depend  leas  on  the  pra* 
of  opinion.  Every  one  must  rejoice  at !  cise  line  of  boundary  which  may  have  been 
the  success  which  attended  the  march  on  {  eatablbhed,  than  on  the  adjustment  of 
Cabul,  the  re»cue  of  the  prisoners,  and  [  the  differencea  which  threatened  to  dla- 
the  vindication  of    the  honour  of   our :  turb  the  relations  of  peace  between   tht 


troops  on  the  scene  of  their  recent  dis- 
asters. Beyond  that,  I  presume,  we  are 
not   now    called    upon   to    express    any 


two  nations.  1  am  ready  to  admit  tbal 
if  the  causes  of  differences  between  the 
two  countries   are  fairly  adjusted,  if  tlia 


opinion ;  indeed,  it  is  evident,  from  two  <  arrangements  are  such  as  to  close  Iha 
notices  given  this  evening,  one  by  the  present,  and  preclude  future  eaoaea  of 
right  bon.  Baronet  opposite,  and  the  i  dispute,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
other  by  the  hoo.  Member  below  me  (Mr. ;  would  attach  much  importance  to  a  hm 
Roebuck),  that  we  shall  have  opportunity 
enough  hereafter  of  discussing  any  mat- 
ters connected  with  events  in  India.  Be- 
fore these  motions  come  on  I  trust  the 
Government  will  put  the  House  in  pos- 
session of  papers  which  will  give  us  full 
information  on  the  subject.  I  may  be 
allowed  to  take  this  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing an  anxious  hope  that  the  Go- 
vernment is  in  possession  of  informa- 
tion which  will  enable  it  to  contradict  the 
reports  which  have  been  circulated,  of  ex- 
cesses committed  by  our  troops  under 
circamstances  which  every  man  of  ordin- 
ary humanity  must  regret.  When  a  town 
is  taken  by  assault,  it  may  not  be  possible 
to  restrain  troops  and  prevent  excesses, 
which  however,  every  one  must  deplore ; 

but  I  know  of  no  language  strong  enough  States,  in  consequence  of  what  took  place 
to  express  the  condemnation  of  the  out-  in  former  times,  in  the  exercise  of  the  rifbc 
rages  said  to  have  been  committed  by  of  search  during  the  war— no  topic  more 
our  troops  on  the  unoffending  inhabitants  '  calculated  to  excite  angry  feelings  thaa 
of  cities,  of  which  we  had  been  in  peace-  i  this  question.  As  soane  misuoderstaod- 
able  possession  for  some  time.  If  the  •  ing  has  prevailed,  from  coofouading  tho 
reports  to  which  I  refer  should  prove  to  I  right  of  visit  with  the  right  of  search, 
be  correct,  we  have  indeed  much  to  re-  ,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  stating,  as  dis- 
gret  in  the  manner  in  which  the  hostilities  tinctly  as  I  can,  what  1  apprehend  to  ba 
in  Cabul  terminated ;  and  I  fear  that  a  the  right  claim^  k>y  this  country,  and  of 
dark  stnin  will  have  ^en  cast  upon  the  justice  of  which  claim  I  entertain  not 
our  arms;  and  also  upon  the  repula-  the  slightest  shadow  of  doubt.  The  claias 
tion  of  this  country,  on  which  so  much  >  of  this  country  is  a  right  of  our  craisera 
of  our  empire  in  the  East  depends ;  and  i  to  ascertain  whether  a  vessel  ia  juaily  ta* 
sUll  further,  that  instead  of  a  friendly  or  |  titled  Co  the  proieclkMi  of  the  flag  whieh 


square  miles  of  territory  more  or  lu«, 
but  then  I  must  have  a  distinct  assor- 
ance  that  those  causes  of  difference  have 
actu.illy  been  removed.  Now  it  woold 
appear  from  a  document  which  I  have 
seen  in  the  public  papers,  and  the  aa- 
thenticity  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  dis- 
pute, that  serious  doubts  jnay  be  enter- 
tained as  to  whether  the  diuMited  quea* 
tions  between  this  country  and  the  United 
States  are  so  satisfactorfly  settled  as  we 
were  at  first  led  to  suppose.  I  allude  par- 
ticularly to  the  question  of  the  right  of 
visit.  I  apprehend,  that  of  all  qoeatiooa 
which  could  agitate  the  public  esind  in 
America  and  this  country,  there  is — owing 
to  the  jealousy  which  naturally  exists  in 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  United 
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I  (o  ha*e  hoiited,  such 
TMiel  beJDg  in  circumsUncei  which  ren- 
der Imt  liaUs  to  the  lufpicion  —  first, 
that  mhe  ia  oot  entitled  to  the  proteciioa 
gf  the  Bag;  and,  tecondly,  that  if  not 
eMitkd  (o  it,  she  ia  either  b;  law  or 
the  proviaioDf  of  ireatie*,  subject  to  the 
Hperraion  and  cootrol  of  our  cruiien. 
I  bdiave  1  have  lUted,  at  accuralaly  ai 
I  no,  the  precite  clotm  which  this  coud- 
Irj  paia  forward.  It  i*,  1  think,  exactly 
tbe  clwn  itated  bj  Lord  Aberdeen,  and 
aapportad  bj  ai^uments  which  it  is  un- 
iin  niearj  to  repeat  to  a  British  House  of 
Commoa*.  It  is  enough  10  (ay,  that  if  the 
itfht  in  queation  is  not  to  be  exercised,  any 
Btiiish  (eiael  with  British  papers,  and  with 
Briiiah  captain  and  crew,  migfat,  full  of 
alavM,  nil,  uniu  term  pled,  through  all  the 
cfiiiaen  we  possesc.  It  is  enough  to  say, 
tfcat  if  tbii  rigit  were  oot  to  he  exer- 
csaed,  th*  most  strocious  buccaueer  and 
pirai*  in  tb^  world  might  sail,  anques- 
tsooad,  through  the  squadrons  of  every 
Msritine  power.  This  ritcht,  however, 
ia  not  only  denied  by  the  United  Slates, 
bnt,  in  the  document  to  which  I  have 
alceMlT  refirred,  it  is  staled  to  have  been 
cooDeded  and  given  up  by  this  country. 
That  a  declaraltoa  of  thia  nature  should 
proceed  from  a  great  maritime  power  like 
ifce  United  States,  which,  more  than  an- 
other, nnat  bt  aware  of  the  oeceMiiy  of 
the  saercise  of  the  right  in  question,  is 
so  aslonisbing,  that  I  could  not  believe 
it,  were  not  the  auiheniicity  of  the  docu- 
■ent  ia  which  it  is  made  heyood  the 
reach  of  doubt.  The  document  to  which 
I  allnde  i*  the  message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  State*  to  Congress.  I  find  in 
that  meaMge  the  followiog  passage : — 


"  In  the  enforeemenl  of  the  laws  ind  treaty 
HipMlatioas  of  Great  Britain  a  pnctice  had 
I  to  {[TOW  up,  on  Ibe  part  of  her 
%  of  subjecting  to  visitation  sbips  tailing 
ander  tbe  American  flag,  which,  while  it 
sorioosljr  involved  our  marilime  rights,  would 
•abject  to  veialion  a  branch  of  our  trade  which 
was  incretsiog,  and  which  required  the  fosler- 
iag  oare  of  the  Govemmeut.  And  althoui;h 
Lord  Aberdeen,  in  bii  oonespoodenoe  with 
the  Amerioan  envoys  in  London,  expressly 
diadaimed  all  risfat  to  dcrain  any  American 
ship*  on  the  high  seas,  even  if  found  with 
dave*  on  board,  aod  restricted   the  British 


e  claim 


^ J,  yet  it  could  not  well  be  discerned  by 

Aa  cxaandve  of  the  United  States  how  such 
visit  and  iaqoiiycoBldbdnadeniihouideten* 
liM  oa  tha  voytgei  and  coDsequcnt  interrup- 


tion to  the  trade.  It  was  regarded  as  the  right 
of  sflaicb,  presented  only  in  a  new  form  and  in 
differ* n I  words." 

Now  come  the  words  which  imply  that 
this  country  has  given  up  the  claim  to 
the  right  of  visit : — 

"All  pretence  is  removed  for  interference 
with  OUT  commerce  for  any  purpose  whatever 
by  a  foreign  goveromenl.  A  similar  arrange- 
ment by  the  other  great  powers  could  not  fail  to 
sweep  from  the  ocean  the  stave  trade,  without 
the  interpolation  of  any  new  principle  into  the 


It  is  apparent  from  what  I  have  read  to 
the  House,  that  the  President  treats  the 
right  of  visit  claimed  by  Lord  Aberdeen 
ts  an  inadmissible  interference  with  Ame- 
rican commerce,  and  th*n  expressly  de- 
clares, that,  by  the  arrangement  entered 
into,  all  pretence  for  such  interference  hat 
been  removed,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  explanation  on  this  subject  is 
called  for  by  the  general^feeling  of  the 
country.  The  greatest  alarm  has  been 
excited  amongst  those  who  have  taken  an 
interest  in  the  suppTeasion  of  tbe  slave- 
trade,  by  the  announcement  in  the  Ame- 
rican President's  message  that  that  right 
has  been  given  up  which  Lord  Aberdeen 
himself  described  to  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  putting  down  that  trade.  For  my- 
self I  entertain  not  the  slightest  doubt  as  to 
what  the  answer  of  the  Government  will  be 
on  the  point ;  I  have  not  the  least  doubt 
that  the  right  boo.  Baronet  wilt  tell  ui 
that  tbe  British  Government  has  made  no 
such  concession  as  that  which  has  been 
attributed  to  it;  I  believe  that  no  British 
Minister  could  or  would  make  such  a 
concession,  and  I  am  sure,  when  I  quote 
the  expressions  employed  by  Lord  Aber- 
deen in  his  despatch  to  Mr.  Everett, 
tbe  right  hon.  Baronet  will  say,  that  I 
have  drawn  a  correct  inference  fiom  that 
noble  Lord's  language.  The  words  of 
Lord  Aberdeen  are  such  as  1  believe  would 
be  appreciated  by  the  Americans  them- 
selves, were  not,  unhappily,  their  feelings 
perverted  with  respect  to  this  question. 
Hia  Lordship  said : — 

"The  undersigned  begs  to  repeat,  that  with 
American  vessels,  whatever  be  their  deitina- 
lion,  British  cruisers  have  no  preleusion  in  any 
manner  to  interfere.  Such  vessels  mu«t  be 
permitled,  if  engaged  in  it,  lo  enjoy  a  mono- 
poly of  this  unhallowed  trade  ;  but  the  British 
Governmeiit  will  never  endure  that  the  frau- 
dulent use  of  the  American  flag  shall  extend 
the  iniquity  to  other  nations  by  whom  it  is 
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abhorred,  and  who  have  eotered  into  solemn 
treaties  with  this  couDtry  for  its  entire  sup- 
pression/' 

That   eloquent  passage  expresses  the 
feelings  of  every  Englishman  ;  and  again  I 
declare  my  belief  that  no  such  concession 
as  that  announced  by  the  American  Presi- 
dent has  been  made.     I  do  not  ask  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  explain  the 
words  of  the  President's  message;  it  is 
DO  part  of  their  duty  to  do  so ;  but  there  is 
a  more  simple  test  by  which  the  accuracy 
of    the    statement    in   question    can    be 
tried.     The  slave  papers  laid   upon   the 
Table  at  the  close  of  last  Session  contain 
the  instructions  issued  to  British  cruisers  ; 
these  instructions  are  compiled  with  great 
care,  with  a  view  to  prevent  inconvenience 
or  injury  to  vessels  visited,  but  enjoining 
the  right  of  visit,  as  claimed  by  this  coun- 
try.    I  ask  the  Government  to  inform  the 
House  whether  those  instructions  are  at 
present  in  force?  1  will  go  one  step  further; 
I  understand  that  the  Government  has  ap- 
pointed a  commission  for  the  purpose  of 
revising  the  instructions  to  our  cruisers. 
Of  the  individuals  composing  that  com- 
mission, I  will  only  say  that  more  fit  per- 
sons for  the  purpose  could  not  be  found. 
When  I  mention  the  names  of  Dr.  Lushing- 
ton  and  Captain  Denman,  two  of  the  com- 
missioners, the  House  will  perceive  in  those 
names  a  sufficient  security  for  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Government.     I  ask  the  Go- 
vernment whether,  in  the  new  instructions 
the  spirit,  if  not  the  letter,  of  the  old  in- 
structions   will    be    adhered    to?       The 
answer  of  the  Government  to  this  question, 
I  have  no  doubt,  will  be  satisfactory  ;  but, 
then,  I  may  be  forgiven  for  expressing  a 
doubt  whethvrthe  differences  l)etween  this 
country   and  America    have   really  been  I 
removed.      A  settlement   of  a    disputed 
point  is  said  to  have  been  made,  and  on 
the  terms  of  that  settlement  the  two  par- 
ties put  directly  contradictory  interpreta- 
tions.   I  hope  that  the  feeling  now  existing 
between  the  two  countries  may  ultimately 
lead  to  the  conclusion  of  a  satisfactory 
settlement :    but   I  tliink   it   can   hardly 

• 

be  said  that  that  settlement  has  already 
been  concluded.  No  doubt  the  presence 
of  the  American  squadron  to  be  stationed 
on  the  cosLti  of  Africa,  may  render  less 
frequent  the  necessity  for  exercising  this 
ri;;ht,  and  1  aUo  hope  that  the  feeling; 
in  the  United  States  on  the  subject  may 
subside,  and  that  we  may  oever  again  hear 
of  any  opposilion  from  the  United  States 


to  the  exercise  of  a  right  so  indispensable 
to  every  maritime  power.     Speaking  ge- 
nerally, so  far  as  regards  foreign  affairs,  I 
have  great  pleasure  in  concurring  with  the 
address  moved  by  the  noble  Lord;  but, 
when  I  turn  to  the  state  of  affairs  at  hooie, 
I  regret  to  say  I  can  see  little  calculated  to 
afford  us  any  satisfaction.     No  doobt  the 
House  will  cordially  concur  in  the  feeliagi 
of  sympathy  expressed   in  her  Majesty's 
name  with  respect  to  the  sufferiogs  of  a 
large  portion  of  her  subjects;  bat  I  do 
think,  that  those  sufferings  have  exteDded 
to  a  degree  that  calls  for  something  more 
than  the  expression  of  commiseratioo.     I 
did  expect  some  allusion  would  be  made 
to   measures  intended   for   the  relief  of 
those  sufferings,   for    the   relief    of  oor 
trade  from  a  state  of  depression  which 
has   lasted    much   too   long — and   I   am 
sorry  to  say  that,  seeing  no  allusion  made 
to  any  such  measures  as  in  contemplation, 
I  can  hardly  fail  to  come  to  the  conclo- 
siou  that  no  such  measures  are  at  present 
intended  to  be  brought  forward.  The  hou. 
Gentleman   who  seconded   the   Address, 
spoke  of  the  improvement  in  trade ;  but 
I  fear  there  will  hardly  be  found  any  man 
sanguine  enough  to  say,  that  the  trade  of 
the  country   manifests  any  symptoms  of 
a  revival  which  would  effectually  relieve 
its  present  melancholy  depression.  Similar 
hopes  were  held  out  in  the  Speech  with 
which  her  Majesty  closed  the  last  Session 
of  Parliament,  but  they  were  too  soon, 
and  to  a  fearful  extent  disappointed.     As 
regards   the    manufacturing    districts    in 
Yorkshire,  I  have  only  to  appeal  to  the 
hon.   Member  for  Leeds,  who  last   year 
drew  so  touching  a  picture  of  the  distress 
of  his  part  of  the  country,  whether  I  am 
not  right  when  I  say  that  the  distress  has 
doubled  since  last  year  ?     I  find  that  in 

1841,  the  relief  given  at  Leeds  in  money 
and  bread  amounted  to  17,27^.;  and  in 

1842,  the  amount  distributed  in  relief  was 
23,358/.  In  1841,  the  number  of  sppli- 
cants  was  7,810;  but  in  1842,  they  had 
increased  to  14,839.  If  I  turn  to  the 
manufacturing  districts  of  Lancashire,  or 
to  Scotland,  I  find  the  same  symptoms  of 
distress,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  the 
distress  has  now  extended  to  the  agricul- 
tural districts,  which  had  hitlierto  es- 
caped the  sufferings  by  which  the  manu- 
facturing parts  of  the  country  were 
visited.  With  such  a  state  of  things 
l)efore  os,  are  we,  the  representatives  (^ 
the  peoptci  to  sit  with  foMod  arms  and 
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make  do  attempt  to  legislate  for  the  re- 
moval of  this  distress?  are  we  to  make 
no  attempt  to  afford  that  relief  without 
which  the  commercial  and  all  other 
interests  of  the  country  must  rapidly 
decline  ?  That  there  are  measures  which 
I  beliere  would  afford  that  relief,  and 
what  the  nature  of  those  measures  is, 
none  I  think  can  doubt  who  remember 
the  diflcossioDS  of  last  session.  At  the 
doae  of  last  session  her  Majesty  addressed 
Parliament  in  these  words : — 

'^You  have  had  under  your  consideration 
measores  of  the  greatest  importance  connected 
with  the  financial  and  commercial  interests  of 
the  country  calculated  to  maintain  the  public 
credit,  to  improve  the  national  resources,  and, 
by  extending  trade  and  stimulating  the  de- 
Band  for  labour,  to  promote  the  general  and 
permanent  wel^e  of  all  classes  of  my  sub- 
jects." 

There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  such  were 
the  objects  aimed  at  by  the  measures  of 
last  Session,  for  the  relaxation  of  our 
commercial  code,  and  1  cannot  help  feeling 
great  disappointment  at  seeing  no  indica- 
tion of  any  intention  to  follow  up  that 
policy,  and  to  carry  out  those  principles, 
principles  avowed  by  the  Government, 
and  in  which  I,  for  one,  heartily  concur. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  told  us  that  we 
ought  to  buy  in  the  cheapest  market ;  that 
laws  ought  not  to  be  passed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  any  particular  class — that  even 
if  foreign  governments  would  not  join  us, 
we  ought  not  to  deprive  ourselves  of  the 
advantages  in  which  they  refused  to  par- 
ticipate ;  those  were  the  principles  and  po- 
licy avowed  by  the  Government,  and  I  had 
hoped  to  see  them  carried  out,  as  the  only 
means  calculated  to  afford  that  relief  which 
the  country  has  but  too  much  reason  to 
demand.  With  many  of  the  main  articles  of 
oar  manufactures  and  of  consumption  the 
alterations  of  last  year  did  not  profess  to 
deal,bat  Idid  hope  thatwith  regard  to  some 
of  those  articles — particularly  with  regard 
to  wool,  sugar,  and  corn— some  proposi- 
tion would  have  been  made  by  her  Majesty's 
Government  to  complete  the  measures  of 
the  last  Session.  It  has  certainly  been 
fbrtanate  for  the  people  of  this  country, 
that  since  last  summer  a  large  reduction 
has  taken  place  in  the  prices  of  meat  and 
coro,  but  it  will  not  be  said,  I  imagine, 
that  that  redaction  has  been  the  effect  of 
themeasareiof  her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  I  bdieve  it  will  now  be  admitted,  that 
the  «lanii  esprened  last  year  on  this  sub- 


ject by  the  agricultural   Members,  was 
entirely  unfounded.    Indeed,  with  respect 
to  meat,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
vinced us  at  the  time,  that  no  great  effect 
was  to  be  anticipated ;  and  I  am  sure  that 
even  the  hon.  Member  for  Somerset  would 
readily  admit,  that  the  price  of  meat  had 
in  no  degree  been  affected  by  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  cattle.     It  was  the  same 
with  respect  to  corn.  The  bill  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  came  into  operation  in 
the  end  of  April  last ;  but  so  little  was  the 
price  affected  by  the  measures,  that  the 
price  of  wheat  during  the  first  three  months 
that  ihe  new  Corn- law  came  into  opera* 
tion,  did  not  range  more   than  about  a 
shilling  per  quarter  below  the  price  at 
which  it  had  stood  under  the  old  law 
for  the  corresponding  months  of  the  pre- 
ceding year.     I  do  not,  however,  believe 
that  one  grain  of  corn  has  come  into  the 
country  under  the  new  law,  that  would 
not  have  been  imported  under  the  old  law. 
At  the  close  of  July  the  average  price  was 
above  64^. ;   up  to  about  which  price  I 
ventured  last  year  to  predict  that  the  duty 
would   be  nearly  prohibitory.    Till  that 
period  no  material  quantity  of  corn  had 
come  in,  but  the  prospect  of  an  early  bar- 
vest,  made  it  impossible  to  force  up  the 
averages  by  those  frauds  that  had  formerly 
been  practised  with  so  much  success ;  and 
the  consequence  was,  that  in  four  weeks  of 
August  no  less  a  quantity  than  two  millions 
of  quarters  of  corn  was  entered  for  home 
consumption.  All  the  wheat  that  did  come 
in  was  brought  in  at  the  time  of  harvest. 
The  consequence  was  an  unnatural  depres* 
sion  of  the  market,  during  the  autumn,  as 
the  price  had  been  unduly  raised  during 
the  spring.     The  new  law,  therefore,  in 
its  effects,  both  upon  the  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  classes,  was  just  the  same 
as  the  old  law.    To  the  producer,  as  well 
as  to  the  consumer,  the  whole  bill  was  a 
dead  letter.     I  hope  that  by  this  time  the 
agricultural  members  will  feel  that  they 
also  are  made  to  suffer  by  the  operation 
of  the  sliding-scale.     I  hear  of  a  fair  trial 
being  required  for  the  new  law ;  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  has  already  been  tried  and  con- 
demned^ and  whatever  the  principles  of  the 
Corn-laws  may  be,  whether  the  duties  be 
intended  for  protection,  for  revenue,  or 
merely  for  registration,  I  hope  that,  at  all 
events,  we  shall  get  rid  of  our  present 
state  of  uncertainty,  and  come  at  length  to 
something  fixed  and  determinate.  But  the 
I  real  and  main  cause  of  the  low  price  both 
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of  meat  and  corn,  I  am  convinced  is  to  be 
fonnd  in  the  want  of  demand,  and  dimi- 
nished consumption  of  the  masses  of  the 
manufacturing:  population.     I  have  been 
told,  from  authority  on  which  I  place  the 
ftillest  reliance,  that  in  Stockport,  dur- 
tuf  three  months  of  the  year  1842,  the 
number  of  cattle  killed  was  less  by  700 
than  the  number  killed  in  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  the  year  1841 ;  and  I  am 
further  told  by  a  high  agricultural  au- 
thority that  there  is  not  at  this  moment 
a  sufficiency  of  fat  cattle  in  the  country 
to  meet  the  ordinary  demand  of  our  popu- 
latiofi,  if  that  population  were  in  an  or- 
dinary condition.    I  believe  the  same  want 
of  demand  is  the  main  cause  of  the  low 
price  of  com,  and  I  am  convinced  that  it 
will  be  to  the  interest  of  all  classes  that  a 
stimulus  should  be  given  to  trade,    I  be- 
lieve that  no  advantage  that  we  landlords 
ean  hope  for  from  a  protective  Com-law, 
is  to  be  compared  to  the  advantage  we 
aboold  be  certain  to  derive  from  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  country.     It  may  be  that 
I  feel  this  more  strongly  in  consequence 
of  residing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
manufacturing  districts.   We  there  find  the 
population  lately  absorbed  by  the  towns, 
now  thrown  back  upon  the  agricultural 
parishes;   the  surplus  labour  in  them  is 
in  consequence  increased ;  and  the  poor's- 
rates    rendered   still    more  burdensome. 
I  am  sure  there  is  hardly  a  landlord  or  a 
Airmer  now  in  Yorkshire  who  is  not  aware 
that  he  must  look  to  the  general  revivsl  of 
trade  for  the  improvement  of  his  own  con- 
ditk>n.  There  is,  however,  a  consideration 
referred  to  in  her  Majesty's  Speech,  which 
will  bring  this  home  to  every  man  in  the 
country,  and  that  is  the  state  of  the  revenue. 
To  the  distrea  of  trade  the  fell  of  the  re* 
vtoue  is  chiefly  owing,  to  the  improvement 
of  trade  we  moat  look  for  iu  restoration. 
I  firmly  believe  that  the  couqUv  is  now  to 
a  considerable  eitent  paying  the  penalty 
of  rejecting  in  1841  the  measures  then 
proptMed   by  her  Majesty's  govemmeot ; 
that  those    measures    were    founded   on 
sound  prineMea  may  be  denied  by  the 
supporters  or  her  Majesty's  present  Oo- 
vemment,  but  will  not  be  denied  by  the 
Government  itself  after   the  declaration 
made  last  year  by  the  right  hoo.  Gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  that  Government.   We 
may  be  told,  indeed,  that  the  proposed 
measures  were  faulty  in  deuil,  but  it  is 
not  possible  that  bon.  Gentleman  opposite 
'"  now  deny  that  thoae  meamua  were 


calculated  to  eilect  an  improvement  in 
our  trade  as  well  as  in  our  revenue.  We 
were  told,  indeed,  at  the  time,  that  no 
such  measures  were  necessarv;  that  a 
change  of  Government  was  all  that  waa 
required  to  fill  the  Exchequer;  bat  it 
now  appears  that  after  right  hoo.  Geo* 
tiemen  have  been  eighteen  months  in 
office,  the  deficiency  is  larger  than  it  tear 
was  before.  I  know  not  whether  tlie  Se* 
cretary  of  the  Treasury  means  in  the 
early  part  of  the  present  Seuion,  aa  on 
former  occasions,  to  lay  a  balance-sheet 
on  the  Table  of  the  House ;  but  if  ha 
should  not  do  so,  it  will  probably  be  movad 
for,  and  when  that  baiaace-ehaet  ia  pr^ 
duced,  1  believe  we  shall  see  a  stalsMnt 
of  our  finances,  much  worse  than  haa 
ever  before  been  laid  before  Parliament 
at  a  corresponding  period.  On  the  1 0th 
of  October  there  was  a  deficiency  of  two 
millions  and  a  half.  Has  that  defidtncy 
been  lessened  in  the  laat  quarter  ?  k  k 
not  likely  that  the  expenditure  haa  bean 
less,  and  the  revenue  baa  fallen  abort  bf 
the  sum  of  940,0001.  1  believot  there- 
fore, that  1  shall  not  overbstata  the  dafi- 
ciency  on  the  5tb  of  January  1343,  at 
3,600,000t,  and  I  am  confirmed  in  thia 
opinion,  by  seeing  that  on  the  5ih  of 
January  last  the  deficiency  bills  exceeded 
the  amount  of  the  6th  of  January,  18<tt, 
by  about  2,000,000^  I  cordiallv  concur 
in  the  hope  expressed  in  her  Maiestya 
Speech,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  Incoasa 
tax  may  cover  this  deficiency ;  but  if  ao, 
the  proceeds  of  that  tax  must  dooWe  the 
amount  of  the  right  hoo.  Gentleman's 
estimate.  The  produce  of  that  tax  nmy 
probsbly  exceed  the  amount  which  waa 
calculated,  but  the  excesa  must  be  great 
indeed  if  it  proves  sufficient  to  cover  the 
difference  between  the  revenue  and  the 
expenditure,  for  there  has  been  a  general 
falling-ofi*  in  all  branches  of  the  ocdioary 
income,  with  the  single  exeeptioo  of  the 
Post-office.  Without  an  extraordinary 
and  unexpected  receipt  from  the  loconsa- 
tax,  or  the  arrival  ol  sliver  from  China, 
the  deficiency  this  year  is  not  likely 
to  be  less  than  that  of  last  y^r. 
In  the  Customs,  the  falling -off  may 
be  explained  by  the  reduction  in  the 
importation  duties,  but  it  is  in  the  Esciee 
that  the  greatest  falling  •  off*  bat  taken 
place,  and  the  amoant  of  revenue  derived 
from  the  Eicise  has  generally  been  taken 
as  a  test  of  the  proapenty  of  the  people. 
Indeed  1  think  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted 
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by  any  one  that  the  distresses  of  the  peo- 
ple are  the  real  causes  of  the  falling;-ofir  of 
the  rtrenae^  and  that  we  can  look  for  a 
more  prodaetive  revenue  ooly  to  an  im* 
proved  power  of  consumption  iii  the 
people,  to  an  increased  employment  of  our 
population,  and  to  an  increased  demand  for 
labour.  To  obtain  these  ends  we  must 
teilitate  the  importation  of  those  foreign 
goods  which  constitute  the  means  of  pay- 
Meot  to  this  country  for  its  manufactures, 
and  this  we  must  do  without  loss  of  time 
if  we  look  to  be  relieved  from  that 
OQeroos  impost  which  can  be  removed  only 
by  an  improvement  in  our  ordinary  re- 
veoiie.  It  IS  difficult  for  me  not  to  believe 
Aat,  after  all,  some  such  measures  are  not 
rootemplated  by  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
■lent;  and  I  still  hope  that,  before  the 
conclnsion  of  the  present  debate,  we  shall 
obtain  some  assurance  from  the  right  hon. 
Geatleman  to  that  effect.  It  might  be  un- 
palatable to  many  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  sit  behind  the  Treasury  Benches,  it 
might  be  unpalatable  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Dorsetshire  who  had  announced  to  his 
eoDstitnents  that  he  considered  the  pre- 
sent Com^law,  a  6nal  settlement  of  the 
question ;  bat  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
will  fairly  carry  into  practice  the  sound 
and  liberal  principles  which  he  had  put 
forth  daring  the  last  Session  he  may  rely 
with  confidence  upon  the  support  of  the 
Gentlemen  who  sit  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  On  our  support  he  may  rely  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  those  prin- 
ciples  which  he  and  we  are  agreed  in  con- 
sneriog  the  only  sources  of  future  pros- 
peritT.  The  present  condition  of  the 
people  is  such  as  I  believe  the  oldest 
BMB  DOW  living  does  not  remember  to 
have  seen  anything  like  it  before ;  it  is 
saeh  as  indicates  an  extreme  depression 
of  comnercey  and  the  necessity  of  some 
geoeral  measures  for  the  correction  of  the 
cril.  Every  one  agreed  that  the  causes 
wave  not  temporary,  and  the  inference 
fton  that  was,  that  the  remedy  must  be 
of  a  permanent  nature.  The  country  had 
now  arrived  at  a  crisis  not  very  dissimilar 
lirom  that  whkh  occurred  before  18^5, 
and  18^,  when  Mr.  Huskisson  found  it 
abaolntely  necessary  to  relax  the  then 
exbtiog  commercial  regulations  in  order  to 
obtain  the  revival  of  trade.  The  measures 
wara  applied  and  trade  revived.  A  similar 

Snh  bias  now  arrived,  and  it  is  only  to 
3nr  BMasnres  that  wa  can  look  for  a 
asvMI  of  Imde^  for  tba  impioTement  of 


the  revenue,  and  for  an  improvement  in 
the  social  and  moral  condition  of  the 
people. 

Sir  R.  Peel :  I  am  happy.  Sir,  to  intet 
from  the  general  tone  of  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  who  has  just  addressed  you, 
and  from  the  spirit  in  which  the  speech 
was  received  '  by  those  who  generally 
concur  in  opinion  with  him,  that  there  is 
every  prospect  of  an  unanimous  vote  on 
the  Address  in  answer  to  her  Majesty's 
Speech.  I  listened  to  the  hon.  Uentle- 
man's  speech,  and  particularly  to  that 
portion  of  it  which  referred  to  the  foreign 
policy  pursued  by  this  country,  with  great 
satisfaction.  It  appeared  to  me,  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  willing  to  afibrd  his 
unqualiBed  approbation  to  the  policy  which 
governed  the  conduct  of  Ministers  with 
respect  to  foreign  affairs  generally ;  and 
the  only  reserve  he  made  referred  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  in  relation  to 
those  districts  west  of  the  Indus.  I  coo- 
cur  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  obser- 
vations which  he  has  made  respecting  the 
great  skill  and  ability  with  which  the  mili- 
tary operations  were  carried  on  in  India, 
and  the  constancy  and  valour  of  the  troops 
engaged  in  executing  Ihem ;  and  I  also 
concur  in  the  justness  of  the  remark  that 
these  will  be  more  properly  brought  under 
our  view  when  the  notice  upon  the  books 
calls  the  attention  of  the  House  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  subject.  That  will  be  the 
more  becoming  season  to  enter  upon  such 
a  subject ;  and  for  that  reason,  I  shall  not 
at  present  dwell  upon  it.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, in  referring  to  that  portion  of  the 
Queen's  Speech  which  alludes  to  the  treaty 
lately  concluded  between  this  <;ountry  and 
the  United  States,  for  the  regulation  of 
the  boundary  question  between  Canada 
and  the  state  of  Maine,  said  very  truly, 
that  the  possession  of  a  few  hundred 
square  miles  of  territory,  more  or  less, 
was  of  little  importance  compared  to  the 
adjustment  of  oifTerences  which  had  now 
existed  for  nearly  half  a  century  between 
two  great  nations — differences  which,  from 
their  long  continuance,  and  from  their 
peeuliar  nature,  were  calculated,  unless 
speedily  and  definitively  adjusted,  to  leave 
but  little  hope  that  peace  could  be  pre- 
served between  the  two  nations.  I  was 
glad  to  hear  the  hon.  Gentleman's  frank 
admission  with  respect  to  the  settlement 
of  the  boundary  question,  and  1  feel  satis* 
fied,  thar  I  shall  be  able,  when  the  oeea«. 
sion  ofiersi  to  show  the  Honse  that  the 
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country  !•  uoder  great  obligalioDS  to  the 
Doble  Lord  by  whom  that  adjustment  hat 
been  effected.  That  noble  Lord  had  al- 
most retired  from  the  turmoil  of  public 
life ;  but,  influenced  by  a  high  sense  of 
public  duty,  he  abandoned  the  repose  of 
private  life,  and  quitted  his  country  to 
enter  upon  the  task  in  which  he  so  hap- 
pily succeeded.  I  could  show,  if  the 
policy  of  that  noble  Lord  had  been  called 
m  question^  in  this  House,  as  it  has  been 
out  of  doorst  that  the  treaty  i*  hich  was 
effected  by  him  affords  to  the  country 
every  thing  which  can  be  considered  es- 
sential to  the  security  of  our  North  Ame- 
rican possessions — not  perhaps  as  much 
at  we  were  justly  entitled  to,  and  had  a 
right  to  expect ;  but,  considering  the  un- 
certainty attached  to  the  interpretation  of 
the  old  treaty,  considering  the  great  length 
of  time  which  had  since  elapsed^  taking 
into  account  that  the  geography  of  the 
country  was  in  a  great  degree  unknown 
at  the  time  of  first  assigning  the  boun- 
daries, and  considering  the  difficulty,  not 
to  say  the  impossibility,  of  exactly  ascer- 
taining the  intentions  of  those  by  whom 
the  assignment  was  made,  we  should  feel 
satisfied  to  accept,  not,  it  is  true,  all  that 
we  claim,  or  all  that  we  are  entitled  to, 
but  such  a  division  of  the  disputed  district 
as  secures  our  British  possessions  in  North 
America,  and  at  the  same  time  preserves 
our  military  communication  uninterrupted. 
The  adjustment  of  the  question  by  Lord 
Ashburlou  is  far  more  favourable  to  this 
country  than  that  formerly  proposed  by 
the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  and  in  which 
we  were  willing  to  concur.  It  should  be 
remembered,  that  since  the  interference  of 
the  King  of  the  Netherlands  a  fresh  diffi- 
culty was  added,  by  the  occupation  of  a 
portion  of  the  territory  in  dispute ;  and  in 
1839,  the  hostile  parties  had  almost  come 
into  conflict  upon  it.  This  being  the  case, 
I  feel  that  I  shall  be  fully  enabled,  if  the 
policy  of  the  late  treaty  be  called  into 
question,  to  show,  that  not  only  the 
honour,  but  the  interests  of  the  country 
have  been  carefully  provided  for.  In 
America,  as  here,  there  are  parties  trying 
to  obstruct  the  treaty.  Mr.  Webster  is 
taunted  in  America  because  he  receded 
from  bis  extreme  position  when  he  saw 
there  was  no  other  way  of  coming  to  an 
amicable  settlement.  Here  the  treaty  is 
called  the  Aihburton  capitulation,  there 
the  Webiter  capitulation,  but  I  hope  the 
good  mom  of  both  coaDthet  will  recog- 


nize the  policy  of  relinquishing  extreme 
pretensions  which  could  not  have  been 
maintained  without  endangering  the  coo- 
tinuance  of  peace.  No  other  advantage 
is  to  be  compared  to  an  amicable  settle- 
ment between  two  nations  of  kindred 
origin,  of  kindred  language,  and  of  in- 
terests as  kindred  as  their  origin  and  lan- 
guage. I  rejoice  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
Iman  has  given  me  an  opportunity  of 
making  some  observations  on  the  late 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  sincere  and  honest  desire  I 
have  always  entertaint^d  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  good  understanding  between 
this  country  and  the  United  States,  and 
the  spirit  in  which  I  have  always  spoken 
of  America,  makes  it  a  doubly  peinfol 
duty  to  me  to  have  to  refer  to  that  mea- 
sage,  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  does  not 
give  a  correct  account  of  the  negotiations 
relative  to  the  right  of  yisit.  Perhapa  I 
may  do  right  to  confirm  what  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  said,  that  there  is  nothing 
more  distinct  than  the  right  of  yisit  and 
the  right  of  search.  Search  is  a  belli- 
gerent right,  and  not  to  be  exercised  in 
time  of  peace,  except  when  it  has  been 
conceded  by  treaty.  The  right  of  search 
extends  not  only  to  the  yesael,  bat  to  the 
cargo  also.  The  right  of  ybit  is  quite  dis- 
tinct from  this,  though  the  two  are  often 
confounded.  The  right  of  search,  with 
respect  to  American  vessels,  we  entirely 
and  utterly  disclaim ;  nay,  more,  if  we 
knew  that  an  American  yessel  were  fur^ 
nished  with  all  the  materials  reqaisite  for 
the  slave-trade —  if  we  knew  that  the  decks 
were  prepared  to  receive  hundreds  of 
human  beings,  within  a  space  in  which 
life  is  almost  impouible,  still  we  shoold 
be  bound  to  let  that  American  vessel  pnss 
on.  But  the  right  we  claim,  is  to  know 
whether  a  vessel  pretending  to  be  Ame- 
rican, and  hoisting  the  American  flag,  be 
bond  fidit  American.  We  claim  the  right 
to  know  whether  a  grievous  wrong  has 
not  been  offered  to  the  American  flag ; 
to  know,  for  instance,  whether  a  Portu* 
guese  or  Brazilian  schooner,  sailing  under 
the  American  flag,  l>e  really  what  she 
seems  to  be.  In  the  admirable  despatch 
of  my  noble  Friend,  dated  the  20th  of 
Decemt>er,  1841,  he  wrote  thus  : — 

*'The  undersigned   apprehends,  however, 

that  the  right  of  search  is  not  confined  to  the 

verification  of  the  nationality  of  the  vessel,  bol 

also  extendi  to  the  object  of  the  voyage,  and 

(ttM  oaturt  of  the  cargo.    The  sole  pnrpost  oC 
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the  British  craizers  is  to  ascertain  whether  the 
vessels  they  meet  with  are  really  American  or 
not.  The  right  asserted  has^  in  truth,  no  re- 
semblance to  the  right  of  search,  either  in 
principle  or  in  practice.  It  is  simply  a  right 
to  satisfy  the  party,  who  has  a  legitimate  in- 
terest in  knowing  the  truth,  that  the  vessel  ac- 
tually is  what  her  colours  announce.'* 

I  am  tarprised  the  United  States  should 
contest  tbii,  considering  the  many  small 
states  by  which  they  are  surrounded,  and 
how  easily  their  revenue  might  be  injured 
if  it  could  once  be  established  as  a  prin- 
ciple that  a  foreign  vessel  might  become 
exempt  from  visitation  by  hoisting  any 
particular  flag.  With  such  a  principle  re- 
cognized, neither  the  revenue  nor  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  could  be  safe 
for  an  instant.  But  I  know  that  the  United 
States  do  liberally  exercise  this  right  in 
the  seas  adjacent  to  their  own  coast ;  I 
know  that  if  a  Mexican  vessel  were  to  hoist 
the  British  flag  under  suspicious  circum- 
stances, the  United  States  would  not 
hesitate  to  exercise  the  right  of  exposing 
the  fraud  ;  and,  knowing  this,  I  am  the 
more  surprised  at  the  claim  now  set  up 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Therefore,  Sir,  it  will  be  my  duty,  in  the 
face  of  the  public,  expressing  deep  regret 
that  there  should  appear  to  be  any  dif- 
ference of  opinion  on  this  topic,  explicitly 
to  declare  that  we  have  not  waived  one  of 
the  principles  contended  for  by  my  noble 
Friend  (the  Earl  of  Aberdeen)  in  his 
despatch  of  December  1841  ;  and  it  is 
farther  my  duty  to  declare  that  that 
despalcb  has  remained  to  the  present  hour 
unanswered  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  I  know,  I  think,  too  well 
what  is  the  ability,  and  what  the  keenness 
of  a  secretary  of  state  in  the  United  States, 
to  believe  that  if  doctrines  so  important  as 
those  advanced  in  the  despatch  could  be 
questioned,  it  would  have  been  permitted 
to  remain  fourteen  months  unanswered 
and  unacknowledged,  had  it  been  thought 
wise  to  contest  those  principles.  And, 
Sir,  with  respect  to  this  right  of  search, 
that  not  belligerent  but  conventional  right 
which  is  used  bygone  power  for  the  pur- 
poses of  humanity,  to  check  the  traffic  in 
slaves,  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  even  on 
that  point,  I  am  surprised  at  the  deter- 
mination with  which  the  United  States 
refuse  that  mutual  right.  I  am  now 
speaking  of  that  right  of  search  which,  by 
the  treaties  with  the  f^reat  powers  of 
Enfope,  bj  treaty  with  France  and  other 


states,  is  mutually  conceded  by  parties 
desiring  to  prevent  effectually  the  traffic 
in  slaves— a  right  to  search  vessels  be- 
longing to  each  country  which  is  a  party 
to  the  treaty,  detected  in  the  act  of  car- 
rying on  this  trade.  For,  in  the  year 
1824,  a  convention  was  signed  in  this 
country,  by  Mr.  Rush,  the  minister  of  the 
United  States,  almost  at  the  instigation  of 
America,  which  professed  the  utmost  de- 
sire to  put  an  end  to  the  slave-trade.  A 
convention,  I  say,  was  signed  by  Mr.  Rush 
and  Mr.  Huskisson,  which  did  mutually 
concede  the  right  of  search;  that  is  to 
say,  which  enabled  vessels  of  war,  of  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  respec- 
tively, to  exercise,  under  certain  stipula- 
tions, that  very  right  of  search  against 
which  such  a  clamour  is  now  raised  in  a 
neighbouring  country.  That  treaty  was 
rejected  by  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
not  on  the  ground  of  an  objection  to  the 
right  of  search,  but  because  the  right  of 
search  extended  to  the  coast  of  America, 
and  the  United  States  objected  to  the 
right  of  search  being  exercised  in  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood  of  the  coast  of 
America,  alleging  that  it  was  not  neces- 
sary for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade. 
The  senate  of  the  United  States  omitted 
the  coast  of  America,  and  Mr.  Canning 
refused  to  ratify  the  treaty  in  consequence 
of  that  omission;  but  if  Mr;  Canning 
had  allowed  the  coast  of  America  to  be 
omitted  from  the  treaty,  at  this  moment 
a  convention  authorising  the  right  of 
search  would  have  been  in  force  with 
respect  to  the  United  States.  Sir,  I  hope 
that  those  who  have  contended  with  so 
much  vehemence  in  the  legislative  Cham- 
ber of  France  against  the  maintenance  of 
treaties  framed  in  the  pure  spirit  of  hu- 
manity, and  who  quote  the  example  of  the 
United  States,  will  refer  to  that  conven- 
tion, and  see  that  the  United  States  them- 
selves were  among  the  flrst  to  permit  that 
conventional  right  of  search.  There  must 
be  some  great  misunderstanding  upon  this 
subject ;  but,  considering  the  importance 
of  maintaining  this  right — a  right  not 
peculiar  to  England — considering  that  we 
are  contending  for  a  right  which  is  the 
only  security  against  fraud,  against  the 
grossest  abuses  by  parties  interested  in 
this  iniquitous  traffic,  considering  that  we 
are  now  the  advocates  of  a  principle  ne- 
cessary for  the  interests  and  security  of  all 
maritime  nations— it  is  my  duty  to  state, 
in  the  face  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
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that  the  claim  to  that  right  of  vititation 
coDteoded  for  in  the  despatch  of  Lord 
Aberdeen  has  not  been  relinquished  ;  that 
on  this  aabject  we  made  no  coDce«sion 
whatefer,  and  that  to  the  principles  laid 
down  in  the  despatch  of  Lord  Aberdeen 
we  adhere  at  this  moment  With  respect 
to  the  treaty  which  we  have  entered  into 
with  the  United  States,  in  signing  that 
treaty  we  consider  that  we  hare  abandoned 
DO  right  of  visitation.  We  did  not  under- 
stand  from  the  United  States  that  they 
entered  into  that  treaty  with  any  engage- 
ment from  us  to  abandon  the  right  of 
visitation,  which  is  not  necessarily  con- 
nected with  the  question  of  the  slave- 
trade.  We  thought  that  it  was  a  step  in 
advance  when  the  United  States  professed 
a  readiness  to  detach  a  naval  force  to  the 
coast  of  Africa,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
pressing the  slave  trade.  We  did  not 
accept  the  detachment  of  that  naval  force 
as  an  equivalent  for  any  right  which  we 
claimed ;  yet  still  we  thought  that  for  a 
great  country  like  the  United  States  to 
take  that  step  with  us  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  although  the  power  of  visitation  is 
limited  under  the  treaty  in  such  case, 
although  we  claim  no  right  to  visit  slavers 
which  are  bona  Jide  American,  and  the 
right  is  to  be  exercised  by  vessels  of  the 
United  States-^we  thought  it,  I  say,  a 
atep  in  advance  towards  the  ultimate 
wppresflion  of  the  slave-trade  to  accede 
to  the  proposition  of  the  United  States. 
But  In  acceding  to  that  we  have  not  aban- 
doned  our  claims  in  the  slightest  degree, 
nor  did  it  ever  make  any  part  of  our  in- 
tention, during  the  controversy,  to  aban- 
don the  right  to  which  we  hiy  claim  in  the 
despatch  I  have  mentioned.  We  have  not 
contented  ourselves,  Sir,  with  leaving  this 
fact  to  iMcome  known  by  a  declaration  in 
tbia  House ;  for,  since  the  appearance  of 
the  Preaident's  message  we  have  taken  an 
opportunity  of  intimating  to  the  United 
Slates  the  construction  we  place  on  the 
treaty.  I  trust.  Sir,  that  1  have  said  enough 
to  satisfy  the  House  on  this  point ;  I  trust, 
also,  that  although  compelled  to  a%ow 
a  material  difference  of  opinion  between 
the  two  Oovummenta  upon  this  particular 
question,  I  have  stated  this  difference  of 
opinion  with  the  respect  which  I  wish  to 
maintain  towards  the  high  authorities  of 
the  Uniud  States.  Sir,  I  do  not  recollect 
that  any  other  question  of  foreign  policy 
waa  adverted  to  by  the  hon.  Gentleman ; 
bnl  ht  comasented,  in  the  course  of  hia 


observations,  on  the  state  of  the  public 
revenue.  1  am  quite  ready  to  admit  that 
the  present  appearance  of  the  revenue  ia 
most  unsatisfactoiy,  and  the  boo.  Gentle- 
man  said  be  hoped  there  would  be  pro- 
duced, or,  if  there  were  not  produced,  that 
he  himself  would  call  for  it,  a  balance 
sheet,  which  would  demonstrate  that  fact. 
Now,  I  tell  the  hon.  Gentleman  at  once 
that  when  he  gets  possession  of  that  docu- 
ment his  prediction  will  be  fully  verified ; 
I  tell  him  that  that  document  will  present 
a  most  unfavourable  appearance;  but  I 
think  he  will  admit  that  nothing  would  be 
more  unjust  or  unfair  than  to  infer  the 
future  state  of  the  revenue  and  its  future 
prospects  from  what  shall  appear  on  tbe 
face  of  that  document.  In  the  course  of 
the  last  .Session  I  stated  that  there  wna 
then  a  great  deficiency,  on  comparing  the 
revenue  with  the  expenditure.  I  stated 
also  that  I  proposed  to  create  a  new  de- 
ficiency,  that  I  proposed  to  remit,  or  at 
least  to  reduce  duties  which  formed  a 
very  important  source  of  revenue,  tbe 
import  duties  on  many  articles  whidi 
were  the  elements  of  manufactures  in  tbia 
country,  and  on  many  articles  of  generil 
consumption  which  were  prodnctivt  in 
point  of  revenue.  The  article  of  timber, 
and  others  almost  equally  important, 
were  included;  and  altogether  I  believn 
that  a  reduction  was  efliected  on  700  ont 
of  1,100  articles  comprehended  in  tlin 
tariff*.  That  reduction  of  dnt? ,  too.  Wok 
place  at  an  eail^  period  of  the  Snandtl 

irear ;  in  some  mstaocea  from  July  laal, 
n  others,  from  October.  Of  eontaa  tbn 
reduction  of  duty  taking  place  at  an  eariy 
period  of  the  year,  b^l  a  very  material 
effect  in  increaaiog  the  deficiency  of  the 
revenue;  and  the  taxes  which  were  im« 
posed  by  Pariiament  for  the  purpoae  of 
supplying  that  deficiency,  the  income-tax 
especially,  has  not  yet  been  prodnctivt. 
At  least  they  had  not  by  any  means  coqm 
fully  into  operation.  I  do  not  kiK>w,  then, 
that  the  present  moment  affords  us  very 
safe  grounds  for  judging  of  our  financial 
prospects;  but  at  any  rate  it  would  be 
most  unfair  to  draw  discouraging  infcr- 
ences  at  a  conjuncture  when  all  the  re- 
ductions have  taken  effect,  while  the  re* 
ceipts  which  were  calculated  upon  to  maitt 
up  for  the  deficiency  have  not  yet  come 
to  hand.  Sir,  the  hon.  Gentleman  statea, 
and  stales  truly,  with  respect  to  the  Ex* 
CISC,  that  that  branch  of  income  has  been 
most  unproductive.    That  is  qnice  tffnt* 
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The  Excise  has  been  unproductive,  and  it 
was  thought  advisable,  in    the   Speech 
from  the  Thronct  at  once  to  admit  the 
fact— to  admit  it  with  deep  regret,  but 
ciodidly  and  at  once.    There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  reduction  in  the  £xcise 
reveooe  has  been  in  part  caused  by  dimi- 
nished consumption,  which  is  an  evidence 
of  the   depression  of  manufacturing  in- 
dustry  and  of  the  prevalence  of  general 
distress.     It  was  thought  proper  at  once 
to  make  that  admission,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  wish  to  caution  the  House  against 
drawing  too  unfavourable  and  gloomy  in- 
fereoces  with  respect  to  the  fact  of  that 
ledoction.     I   admit  the    diminution   in 
the  Excise  and  in  the  taxes,  but  I  think  a 
great  portion  of  the  diminution  must  be 
attributed     to     the    very    unfavourable 
harvest  of  the  year  1841.     The  defalca- 
tioD  in  the  revenue,  it  appears  to  me,  has 
proceeded   in  a  great   degree  from  that 
source.     I  think  the  reduction   on   that 
account  alone  has    not    been   less   than 
900,000/.     In  the  produce  of  the  malt 
duties  and  also  of  the  spirit  duties  there 
has  been  considerable  diminution ;    but 
with  respect  to  the  latter,  it  is  not  to  be 
ascribed  altogether  to   distress,  for  im- 
proved habits  of  temperance  are  becom- 
ing more  general  here  as  well  as  in  other 
eonntries,  and  that  there  is  a  tendency 
to  a  diminished  consumption  of  spirituous 
fiqoors  as  compared  to   former  periods. 
Bot  the  great  reduction  in  the  Excise  has 
arisen  from  the  reduced  manufacture  of 
■ah,  which  is  in  a  very  great  degree  the 
eoQseqoence  of  the  unfavourable  harvest  of 
1841.   I  am  not  contesting  the  existence  of 
distress,  and  I  cannot  allude  to  the  subject 
wtthoat  expressing  the  deepest  regret,  but 
at   the  same  time  do  not  misunderstand 
me.     I   wish  to   caution  the  House   of 
Commons  against  drawing  too  unfavour- 
able  and  gloomy  inferences  regarding  our 
position.  The  hon.  Gentleman  says,  every 
thing  is  infinitely  worse  than  it  was  five  or 
six  months  ago ;  but  at  any  rate  he  can- 
sot  deny  that  there  has  been  a  very  great 
redaction  in  the  price  of  all  the  chief  ar- 
ticles of  consumption.     You  say  that  the 
Corn-law  has  had  nothing  to  do  with  this, 
bot  that  was  not  the  language  of  last 
yenr.     Ton  say  it  has  not  in   the  least 
checked   the    spirit  of  speculation,  that 
cam  was  poored  in  just  at  the  time  when 
it  would  have  been  poured  in  before,  and 
timt  the  fact  of  the  reduction  of  the  price 
of  grain  is  to  b«  attributed,  not  to  the 


operation  of  the  new  law,  but  to  a  pro- 
ductive harvest  last  year.  Now,  the  lan- 
guage I  heard  in  June  and  July  last  was, 
that  the  harvest  would  certainly  be  un- 
productive ;  and  the  holders  of  corn  were 
encouraged  to  keep  back  their  stock  by 
confident  predictions  that  the  harvest 
would  be  unfavourable,  that  the  prospects 
it  held  out  were  extremely  discouraging, 
and  that,  from  information  collected  from 
very  numerous  sources,  it  was  certain  that 
the  harvest  of  1842  would  be  no  better 
than  that  of  1841.  Sir,  I  ventured  to 
entertain  different  opinions;  I  cautioned 
the  holders  of  corn  against  such  advice, 
abd  recommended  them  to  form  no  such 
conclusion.  They,  however,  kept  back 
their  corn,  and  certainly  it  cannot  be  de« 
nied  but  it  was  at  one  particular  time 
thrown  into  the  market  in  considerable 
quantities.  But  let  hon.  Gentlemen  rest 
assured  that  whatever  be  the  Corn- law, 
there  will  be  at  a  particular  time  great 
speculation  as  to  what  the  produce  of  the 
harvest  will  be ;  and  when  it  is  found  that 
it  will  be  abundant,  depend  on  it  that 
there  will  then  be  a  tendency  to  introduce 
foreign  corn,  in  order  to  secure  a  good  price 
while  the  opportunity  exists.  There  must  be 
uncertainty  in  the  price  of  an  article,  the 
production  of  which  depends  so  much  on 
the  nature  of  the  season,  and  which,  of 
course,  must  greatly  vary  in  quantity  in 
different  years.  The  hon.  gentleman  may 
depend  on  it  that  a  great  part  of  the  evil 
which  he  attributes  to  the  effects  of  the 
law  passed  last  session  will  at  one  particu* 
lar  period  always  take  place,  becauseatthat 
period  there  must  be  uncertainty  as  to  the 
produce  of  the  future  harvest ;  but  if  the 
Corn  holders  last  autumn  kept  back  their 
corn,  and  then  poured  it  in  at  a  particular 
moment,  those  gentlemen  who  assured 
them  that  the  harvest  would  be  unproduc- 
tive are  responsible  for  that  result.  Now 
with  respect  to  the  Excise  I  have  a  return 
of  the  duty  on  malt  for  the  two  last  quar- 
ters of  the  year  1842,  compared  with  the 
corresponding  quarters  of  1841.  They 
are  the  only  two  quarters  with  which  it  is 
possible  to  institute  a  comparsion.  In 
the  quarter  ending  in  October,  1841,  the 
quantity  of  malt  made  from  barley,  the 
produce  of  the  crops  of  that  year,  was 
376,000  bushels.  In  the  October  quarter 
of  1842,  the  number  of  bushels  of  malt 
amounted  to  604,000.  In  the  quarter 
ending  in  January,  1842,  the  number  of 
bushels  of  malt  was  8,951,000.    In  the 
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last  quarter,  ending  January,  1843,  it  was 
10,567,000.  So  that  in  ihe  two  last 
quarters  of  the  present  year,  as  compared 
with  the  same  quarters  of  the  preceding 
year,  there  has  been  an  excess  of  1,844,000 
bushels.  That  is  a  conclusive  proof  of 
one  or  other  of  two  things,  either  the  con- 
sumption of  malt  has  increased,  or  that  an 
unproductive  harvest  very  materially  affects 
the  revenue.  In  considering  the  Bnancial 
deficiency  of  the  year — therefore  1  contend 
that  a  very  large  portion  of  it  must  be 
ascribed  to  the  fact  of  a  bad  harvest.  Sir, 
I  do  not  think  this  a  fit  opportunity  to 
enter  into  leufitbened  details  on  the  subject 
of  finance.  Future  opportunities  of  enter- 
ing fully  into  that  subject  must  occur,  but 
when  the  hon.  Gentleman  picks  out  the 
consumption  of  a  particular  period  on 
which  to  ground  an  unfavourable  repre- 
sentation of  the  case,  I  hope  the  House 
will  not  be  led  to  draw  a  rash  inference. 
I  think  I  can  show  them  in  the  state  of  the 
savings  banks  circumstances  corroborating 
the  view  I  take  of  this  matter.  An  ex- 
traordinary effect  was  produced  in  the 
withdrawal  of  deposits  from  these  banks, 
by  the  disorders  which  prevailed  in  the 
autumn  of  last  year.  During  the  suspen- 
sion of  industry  in  the  north,  the  amount 
withdrawn  from  the  saving  banks  was  very 
great,  and  we  have  conclusive  proof  in  the 
state  of  the  revenue,  that  the  disorders 
contributed  greatly  to  diminish  consump- 
tion ;  but  since  they  have  ceased  this  is  no 
longer  the  case,  and  deposits  have  in- 
creased, speaking  generally  of  the  savings 
banks,  in  the  manufacturing  districts.  I 
know  this  is  not  conclusive,  in  showing 
the  condition  of  mere  artisans  and  mecha- 
nics, but  at  the  same  time  inferences  may 
be  drawn  from  the  amount  of  deposits  in 
the  savings  banks,  which  negative,  at 
least,  that  very  unfavourable  view  of  the 
position  of  the  country  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  taken.  That  distress  still 
exists  in  many  districts,  and  espccislly  in 
parts  of  that  country  with  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  isconnected,  I  admit,  but  I  think 
there  are  indications  of  an  increased  con- 
sumption of  some  articles  which  justify  a 
hope,  at  least,  that  the  physical  condition 
of  the  people  is  now  in  some  respects 
improving — a  hope  too  encouragint^  not 
to  be  seized  on  with  aviditv  if  it  rests  on 
a  solid  foundation.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
asked  what  further  measures  1  am  prepared 
10  introduce  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
principles  on  which  I  last  Seuion  declared 


my  resolution  to  act.  I  stated,  in  explain- 
ing  the  measure  then  passed,  the  general 
principles  which  I  thought  ought  to  guide 
the  commercial  policy  of  this  country ;  and 
I  said  that  I  thought  we  ought  to  give  aa 
far  as  possible  new  scope  to  comnercial 
enterprise.  To  the  principles  then  laid 
down  1  adhere;  but  when  I  stated  them, 
I  at  the  same  time  referred  to  the  many 
complicated  considerations  which  must  be 
borne  in  mind  when  you  attempt  to  intro- 
duce and  apply  principles,  unquestionably 
sound,  to  a  country  such  aa  this.  Sir,  1 
made  in  the  course  of  last  year,  with  the 
aid  of  my  friends  and  colleagues  in  ofltoi, 
more  extensive  changes  in  the  commerce 
of  the  country,  and  the  code  which  regu- 
lates it,  than  were  made  at  any  former 
period.  If  I  had  contemplated  any  further 
immediate  extensive  changes,  I  would  at 
once  have  proposed  them,  in  the  course  of 
last  Session.  Why  should  1  not  have  done 
so  ?  I  stated  the  general  principles  oo 
which  I  proceeded,  and  to  those  general 
principles  I  adhere,  but  1  did  not  lead  boo. 
Gentlemen  to  expect  that  1  would  go  oo, 
year  after  year,  introducing  extensive 
changes.  I  thought  it  would  be  infinitely 
better,  when  I  had  made  up  my  mind  aa 
to  the  changes  which  ought  to  be  proposed, 
to  propose  them  all  in  one  year,  than  to 
propose  only  a  certain  number  of  them  io 
that  year,  with  the  secret  reservation  io 
my  mind  of  an  intention  to  introduce  more 
during  ihe  next.  Whatever  changea  I 
propose,  will  be  in  conformity,  when  I  do 
propose  them,  with  the  general  principlea 
which  I  laid  down,  by  which  I  am  alill 
guided,  and  of  the  truth  of  which  I  am 
perfectly  convinced.  But  as  I  said  iaat 
year,  at  the  time  of  my  laying  down  these 
principles,  I  cannot  forget  that  in  tbia 
country  protection  hss  been  the  rule — that 
under  it  great  and  extensive  interests  have 
grown  up,  and  that  if,  in  stating  better 
principles,  and  substituting  a  better  system 
for  one  that  is  defective,  you  proceed  too 
hastily,  if  you  produce  distress  in  conse- 
quence of  your  beneficent  effort i  to  intro- 
duce contentment  and  happiness,  yoo 
run  the  risk  of  obstructing  the  free  and 
rapid  progress  of  those  principles.  It 
I*,  therefore,  not  in  my  power  to  assure 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  that  I  have  any 
great  and  extensive  changes  to  propose  in 
the  commercial  code  of  this  country, 
when  I  do  propose  changes,  they  will  be 
in  conformity,  as  I  have  said,  with  the 
principles  1  laid  down  on  formrr  occa- 
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■ioo* ;  bot  I  sliould  be  deceiving  the  lion. 
Oenllenian  if  I  led  him  to  expect  in  the 
preieDt  Seuion  any  such  eitensive  altera- 
tion* u  thoM  at  which  he  hints.  Sir,  I 
will  not  now  enter  into  a  vindication  of 
the  Cam-laws,  or  of  all  the  details  of  (lie 
Gosne  I  pursued  last  Seition,  nith  refer- 
ence 10  the  alteration  then  made  ;  becauie 
tn  opportuDity  will  probably  be  afforded 
by  fome  Qentleman  who  takes  a  different 
view  of  (he  subject  from  myself  for  discus- 
mg  their  operations  and  effects.  It  may 
be  in  the  power  of  Bome  boa.  Gentlemen 
10  kddoce  reason  for  believing  that  some 
better  lyBiem  ought  to  be  enforced,  but 
this  I  muit  say,  that  the  event  has  proved 
that  many  of  the  argaments  directed 
gainst  that  Corn-law  which  I  proposed 
uve  not  been  fortified  by  experience. 
Vith  respect  to  the  alteration  of  the 
avenges,  for  instance,  it  was  confidently 
md,  that  the  introduction  of  the  new 
towns  iato  the  lists  from  which  they 
were  made  up,  would  have  the  effect  of 
lowering  the  price  of  corn,  I  think  by  5t., 
and  consequently  increasing  the  duty- 
Now  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  the  in- 
troduciion  of  the  new  towns  hat  been  an 
efiectaal  corrective  of  fraud,  but,  at  the 
tame  time,  that  it  has  not  had  the  effect 
attributed  to  it  by  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
»d  which  he  himself  admitted  that  he 
over-rated  in  the  first  instance.  I  cer- 
tainly do  remain  of  opinion  that  that  law 
bat  not  had  a  sufficient  trial  to  warrant 
Be  in  proposing  the  abrogation  of  it ;  1 
cannot  say  that  I  think  the  effect  of  it  has 
been  atifaiourable,  and  I  do  oot  believe 
that  the  objections  which  have  been  urged 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  apply  to  it.  Sir, 
■hen  I  introduced  the  Income-tax,  I 
stated  my  firm  conviction  that  the  effect 
of  the  other  laws  I  proposed  would  be  to 
enable  the  party  called  upon  to  pay  the 
lax  to  make  a  saving  in  his  expenditure, 
cqniralent  to  the  sum  which  I  should  take 
frooi  him  for  the  Income-tax.  My  belief 
il.  Sir,  that  that  prediction  has  been  fully 
verified,  and  that  there  has  been  a  reduc- 
tion of  prices  which  does  enable  parties  to 
■ake  a  saving  in  their  expenditure,  equi- 
valent to  the  sum  they  will  be  called  on  to 
eoDtHbnte  in  the  shape  of  Income-tax. 
There  will  probably  be  other  opportunities 
of  discasting  these  important  matters; 
bat  when  1  sm  atked  to  come  forward  and 
declare  vbethei  I  contamplatQ  extensive 
chasges  in  the  Coni-lawi,  1  feel  it  right 
to  «fOW  that  her  HaieBty'a  Government 


have  it  not  in  contemplation  to  propose 
such  extensive  changes. 

Lord  J.  Riistell :  I  can  assure  the  House 
it  is  not  my  intention  to  express  by  rav 
vote  any  dissent  from  the  Address  which 
has  been  moved  in  answer  to  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne.  I  think,  considering 
the  great  variety  of  topics  which  are 
touched  upon  in  that  Speech,  and  the 
great  dift'erence  of  opinion  which  "j)re vails 
with  respect  to  some  of  those  topics,  the 
Speech  has  been  judiciously  and  wisely 
framed,  in  order  to  avoid  occasion  for  any 
difference  of  votes  on  this,  the  first  night 
of  the  Session.  Among  the  various  topics 
of  the  Speech  I  will  take  first  that  which 
is  of  a  very  gratifying  nature,  namely, 
the  successes  of  our  armies  in  China,  and 
the  honourable  and  satiafiictory  peace 
which  has  been  concluded  with  the  em- 
peror. With  respect  to  that  subject  I 
am  quite  willing  to  agree  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  seconded  the  Address, 
who  praised  the  energy  and  promptitude 
with  whjcli  her  Majesty's  Ministers  have 
directed  the  military  and  naval  forces  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Crown,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain an  honourable  peace,  and  bring  the 
war  tn  a  termination.  If  there  had  been 
any  change  made  with  respect  to  the 
means  which  were  placed  at  tneir  disposal 
by  the  late  Government  when  they  left 
office,  if  there  had  been  any  intimation 
ihut  they  were  obliged  themselves  to  pre- 
pare those  means  which  they  found  ready 
to  be  sent  to  the  scene  of  action,  I  would 
have  felt  myself  compelled  to  enter  into 
that  topic  i  but  as  uothing  of  the  kind  has 
been  said,  I  am  most  willing  to  bear  ray 
testimony  to  the  promptitude  and  decision 
with  which  that  war  has  been  brought  to 
an  honourable  conclusion.  Another  topic, 
of  far  more  difficulty,  and  in  which  we  re- 
quire some  elucidation  Itefore  we  come  to 
the  motion  for  a  vote  of  thanks,  of  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  given  notice, 
relates  to  our  operations  in  Affghanistan, 
These  operations  do  the  greatest  credit  to 
the  gallantry,  the  skill,  and  military  talents 
of  the  generals  who  were  placed  in  com- 
mand of  our  troops;  to  General  Pollock, 
to  General  Nott,  to  General  Sale,  and  to 
many  other  officers  placed  in  subordinate 
command.  But,  Sir,  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  to  move  thanks  to  the  Go- 
vernor-general and  to  the  armv,  there  are 
one  or  two  points  on  which  I  tnink  he  will 
especially  he  bound  to  give  some  informa- 
tion to  the  House.  One  of  these  I  did  not 
hear  at  all  touched  upon  by  the  hon.  Gen- 
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tleman  in  the  course  of  his  speech ^and 
that  is  the  statement  to  which  my  hon. 
Friend  alluded— that  the  operations  which 
were  so  triumphant,  and  the  victories  and 
successes  of  our  troops,  were  stained  by  a 
spirit  of  rerenge  and  retaliation.  I  am 
sure  both  this  House  and  the  country 
will  greatly  lament  that  any  glory  which 
we  may  hare  acauired,  any  valour  which 
may  htfve  been  shown,  should  be  accom- 
panied by  any  acts  of  violence  inconsistent 
with  that  humanity  which  not  only  Eng- 
land, but  all  the  great  civilised  nations  of 
Europe,  have  for  centuries  combined  to 
maintain.  The  other  point  refers  to  the 
remarkable  course  taken  by  the  Governor- 
general  with  respect  to  the  lost  expecli- 
tion  to  Affghanistan.  The  rumour  is, 
that  at  a  certain  period  the  Governor- 
general  issued  an  order  for  the  immediate 
retirement  of  the  whole  of  the  troops  from 
the  country*  We  have  not  been  told  whe- 
ther there  IS  any  proof  of  that  order  having 
been  issued,  neither  have  wc  been  told — 
for,  from  the  equivocal  phrases  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  I  could  not  collect  his 
meaning  on  this  subject  —  whether  the 
Governor-general  himself  directed  opera- 
tions which  subsequently  took  place,  and 
which  were  eminently  successful,  or  merely 
permitted  Generals  Pollock  and  Nott  to 
carry  into  effect  their  own  plans  and  mea- 
sures, with(»ut  any  positive  instructions  on 
his  part.  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
must  see  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that 
thif  point  should  be  cleared  up  before  be 
askft  for  the  thanks  of  this  House  to  the  Go- 
vernor-general of  India.  Generally  speak- 
ing, when  instructions  have  been  given  to 
the  Governor-general,  it  has  happened  that 
he  has  been  the  person  who  has  given  di- 
rections for  assembling  the  army,  and  who 
has  prepared  the  expedition.  This,  I 
think,  was  the  case  with  the  vote  of  thanks 
to  Lord  Minto  for  the  expedition  to  Java, 
and  with  that  to  Lord  Auckland  for  the  j 
first  expedition  to  Affghanistan.  But  with  ! 
respect  to  the  preparation  of  the  troops, ; 
the  whole  of  the  force  of  which  the  armv  : 

0  I 

of  advance  consisted  was  alresdv  assembled, 
and  bevond  the  Indus  at  the  time  when  . 
Lord  lilllenborough  arrived  and  assumed  > 
the  command.  Of  course,  it  was  no  blame 
to  Lord  Ellenborough  that  he  did  not  as- 
semble the  troops;  but  of  course,  also,  the 
mere  fact  of  his  being  Governor-general  of 
India  at  the  moment,  would  not  entitle 
him  to  the  thanks  of  thin  House,  which 
the  right  hon.  (!entleman  moveA  us  to 
grant.     If  lie  luw  iiut  given  ordrrit  for  the 


advance  of  the  troops,  then,  tbougfa  be  nay 
have  been  Govemor-geDeral  of  India  at 
the  time  when  the  operations  took  place,  it 
will  be  proper  not  to  take  such  a  ooorae  at 
that  of  giving  the  thanks  of  the  Hooia 
where  none  are  required.  I  hope»  tkere- 
fore,  that  before  the?  are  moved,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  give  ua  infbrauitioa 
upon  which  we  may  proceed  to  grant  or 
not  to  acquiesce  in  the  motion  ot  whiA 
he  has  gi\'en  notice.  I  cau  asaure  him, 
with  n^pect  to  that  part  of  the  Governor- 
general's  conduct,  I  have  no  wish  to  ro* 
fuse  him  any  thanks  he  may  appear  to 
have  deserved  from  a  conaidcratioD  of  the 
facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case.  Bat, 
Sir,  in  speaking  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Governor-general  of  India,  now,  upon  the 
first  day  of  the  Session,  although  we  nay 
have  other  opportunities  of  discussing  three 
important  subjects,  1  cannot  omit  to  notice 
the  two  remarkable  proclamations  whidi 
are  said  to  have  been  issued  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Governor-general.  In  the  first 
of  these  proclamations  there  is,  in  the  6rsl 
place,  what  I  shall  call  a  violent  party 
attack  upon  his  predecessor.  It  was  the 
intention  of  the  act  which  last  passed  for 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  East 
India  Company,  as  stated  by  Lord  Glenelg, 
when  he  opened  the  subject,  to  keep  tC 
politics  of  India  as  far  distant  as  poarihie 
from  the  party  dissensions  of  this  coantrr. 
He  stated  that,  as  one  of  the  motiveo  lor 
the  bill  which  he  brought  forward,  and,  I 
think,  justly  stated  that  it  was  moot  de» 
sirable  that  the  heated  atmosphere  of  party 
conflict  in  this  country  should  not  nmA 
the  Government  of  India  in  the  ezerriae  of 
those  great  functions  with  which  it  is  In- 
vested. But  I  must  say,  that  in  the  com^ 
mcncement  of  the  first  of  these  prodaosft* 
tions  there  is  such  a  misrepresentation  of 
the  conduct  of  an  antagonist  aa  hardly 
ever  takes  place  in  the  utmost  heat  of  de» 
bate  in  this  or  the  cither  House  of  Ftflin* 
ment.  In  the  next  place,  I  find  in  the 
same  proclamation  a  very  extraordinary^ 
and  to  me,  I  should  say,  a  very  shocking 
declaration,  with  respect  to  the  intentiooi 
of  the  Ciovernor-general  as  to  Afighanistnn. 
He  states,  that  he  is  about  to  leave  AfighaB* 
istan  to  thst  anarchy  which  the  crimes  of 
the  |MH>ple  of  that  a»untry  have  produced. 
1  am  not  disputing  the  policy  of  alMUidott- 
ing  the  country— the  executive  govern- 
ment  must  have  far  better  means  of  in- 
formation ufion  thtit  kubjecff,  than  I  pes. 
si*sA— but  if  it  was  thought  right  to 
evacuate  Affghanistan,  if  the  continuance 
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df  oar  armies  in  that  country  was  too 
great  a  drain  on  the  resources  of  India^  if 
tbe  disastera  which  had  taken  place  at 
Calml,  had  so  inspirited  the  enemies  of  the 
Britiah  name  that  it  would  not  have  been 
poaiible,  without  enormous  and  endless 
mcrifioea,  to  establish  permanently  a  go- 
verameot  such  as  Lord  Auckland  had  con- 
ttmplated— yet  I  should  hare  thought 
that  eten  in  this  case  the  policy  of  the 
Govemor-i;eneral  would  not  have  been 
a  ners  policy  of  malignant  revenge: 
that  he  would  have  endeavoured  as 
hr  as  poaaible  to  leave  Affghanistan  in  the 
hiada  of  some  chief  capable  from  his  cha- 
itcfen'  of  ffaioing  the  confidence  of  the 
people  of  that  country,  to  re-establish  as 
KfUed  and  regular  an  order  of  things  as 
It  was  possible  to  obtain ;  and  to  attain^ 
whether  by  a  native  force^  or  by  such  other 
■eans  as  the  Governor-general  could  leave 
whh  him,  or  to  have  some  chance  at  least 
sf  attaining  that  which  Lord  Auckland  de- 
chnd  he  hoped  would  be  the  result  of  the 
•aptditioO)  the  foundation  of  a  government 
IB  Aflj^hanistan  favourable  to  the  mainte- 
B8Boe  of  relations  of  peace  with  India^  and 
ta  llie  development  of  industry  in  that 
QDDOtry.  To  me  it  appears^  therefore,  by 
littt  prodamation — and  of  such  a  construe- 
tisQ  It  it  unquestionably  susceptible**  that 
the  pdicT  has  been  as  contrary  to  the  dic- 
tates of  humanity  as  any  I  ever  remember 
Is  have  heard  of»  namely,  that,  in  conse- 
of  the  losses  we  have  sustained,  our 

parpoee  was  that  of  retaliation  and  re- 
WBge.  But  there  was  also  another  pro- 
dasMtieo— yes,  there  was  another  procla- 
■stioD,  the  very  mention  of  which  excites 
slasost  the  ridicule  of  those  who  have  read 
k ;  a  firoelamation  so  strange,  that,  I  be- 
fimt  there  were  many  persons  in  this 
OMUitrT  who  believed  the  document  was 
sot  genuine.  1  have  heard,  indeed,  of 
MUKi  sagacious  persons,  who  were  made 
the  dopes,  last  year,  of  a  very  clever  arti- 
de  which  appeared  in  one  of  the  news- 
papers, fwetending  to  give  an  account  of 
ihs  debates  in  the  French  chambers,  which 

tot  they  believed  to  be  a  legitimate 

t«— that  those  persons,  on  the  present 

of  the  proclamation  to  which  I  am 

alluding,  said,  ^'  No,  our  sagacity  is 

lerived ;  we  won't  be  taken  in  this 
tisM}  this  is  really  too  bad;  this  hoax  is 
too  plain.*'  But,  though  thete  is  so  much 
in  the  proclamation  that  is  very  absurd, 
ml  MMmy  might  be  disposed  to  laugh  at 
the  idsft  of  "  the  temple  of  Somnauth/' 

the  «'  despoiled  tomb  of  Sultan  Mah. 


"^, 


moud  looking  upon  the  ruins  of  Ghuznee/' 
yet  the  whole  substance  and  tone  of  the 
document  inspires  me  with  another  feeling. 
1  he  hon.  Member  has  spoken  of  the  intro- 
duction of  Christianity  into  China.     Much 
as  I  desire  the  introduction  of  Christianity 
into  China,  I  could  not  approve  of  any  at- 
tempt to  introduce  it  that  should  be  in- 
consistent with  the  most  perfect  respect  to 
tilings  which  other  people  conscientiously 
believe  to  be  sacred.     1  should  be  sorry  if 
any  attempt  should  be  made  toaooomplish 
that  most  desirable  event  that  should  sa- 
vour in  the  least  of  violence ;  but  that  men 
coming  from  a  Christian  land,  imbued,  as 
might  be  reasonably  supposed,  with  respect 
for  the  religion  of  their  country,  should 
be  found  to  pay  the  same  respect  to  Pagan 
superstitions,  and  the  most  gross  idolatry 
floes  appear  to  me  not  only  extraordinary, 
but  also  calculated  to  lessen  that  hold  and 
that  influence  which  the  English  Govern- 
ment ought  to  maintain  in  India.     1  am 
told  that  the  most  superstitious  of  the  na- 
tives have  actually  no  knowledge  of  this 
legend  of  800  years  ago,  and  that  such  a 
reference  to  it,  as  regards  the  more  en- 
lightened of  the  Hindoos,  must  materially 
diminish  their  respect  for  our  religious 
consistency,  when  we  could  be  capable  of 
paying  to  that  we  should  regard  as  super- 
stition and  idolatry  almost  the  same  respect 
as  we  should  to  our  own  faith.    These  are 
not  simple  and  insulated  blunders.    They 
alarm  me  with  respect  to  the  general  sober 
and  judicious  conduct   of  the  Governor- 
general.     The  noble  Lord  who  fills  that 
high  and  important  office  is  a  man  of  con- 
siderable talents.     He  is  a  person  who, 
when  acting  with  others  in  the  Cabinet  or 
in  the  House  of  Lords*  has  given  proof  of 
his  abilities ;  but  when  a  man  is  placed  in 
the,  I  may  say,  extraordinary  position  of 
Governor-general  of  India,  where  the  mil* 
lions  of  inhabitants  of  that  empire  are 
placed  under  his  care — when  so  much  of 
the  power  of  that  great  country  is  en- 
trusted to  his  hands,  it  appears  to  me  that 
it  requires  more  than  common  judgment, 
more  than  common  exoneration  from  the 
temptations  of  vanity,  to  enable  that  man 
to  carry  on  the  government  of  India  in  a 
way  to  satisfy  the  people  of  this  country 
that  that  empire  is  in  no  danger.     I  need 
not  say  anything  with  respect  to  the  ori- 
ginal expedition  to  Afghanistan.    An  hon. 
Gentleman  has  given  notice  of  a  motion 
on  the  subject ;  the  question,  too,  was  fully 
discussed  last  year.     A  right  hon.  Friend 
of  mine,  the  Member  for  Nottingham,  then 
£8  I 
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made  an  admirable  speech  on  the  subject, 
and  whenever  it  may  be  discussed  again 
we  shall  be  ready  to  enter  upon  it  in  con- 
nection with  the  proceedings  of  Lord  Auck- 
land. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  bas  an- 
swered my  hon.  Friend  with  respect  to 
transactions  in  a  dilferent  part  of  the 
world ;  but  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  a  little  exaggerated  the  state- 
ments made  by  my  hon.  Friend,  who.  I 
think,  scarcely  went  to  the  extent  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  infer.  With 
respect  to  the  satisfactory  adjustment  of  a 
question  which,  since  1783,  bad  been  in 
abeyance — with  respect  to  that,  or  with 
respect  to  tlie  satisfactory  arrangement  of 
any  other  matter  between  this  country  and 
another,  having- tbe  same  origin  and  laws, 
and  speaJcing  the  same  language  as  ourselves, 
80  that  relations  of  amity  between  them 
should  be  firmly  cemented,  tbere  can  be,  I 
apprehend,  no  possible  difference  of  opinicm. 
But  the  terms  upon  which  the  late  treaty 
I  am  alluding  to  has  been  concluded,  form 
a  very  different  question  ;  and  it  is  a  ques- 
tion upon  which,  I  frankly  confess,  I  do 
not  feel  the  same  degree  of  satisfaction 
which  has  been  felt  and  exprest>ed  by  a 
great  part  of  the  country.  And  allow  me 
to  say,  that  I  do  not  conceive  that  the 
friendly  relations  of  a  country  are  pro- 
moted by  any  concession  which,  on  the 
face  of  it,  is  a  disadvantageous  concession. 
I  do  not  think  that  a  country  gains  any- 
thing by  a  great  readiness  to  concede  or 
abandon  what  she  has.  Having  said  so 
much,  1  will  now  add  that  I  consider  the 
first  despatch  of  Lord  Ashburton  proposed 
a  fair  and  just  compromise  of  this  ques- 
tion, and  that  despatch,  I  think,  should 
have  been  more  firmly  adhered  to.  In 
saying  this,  I  am  not  alleging  that  ex- 
treme terms  should  have  been  proposeil,  or 
extreme  rights  should  have  been  insintecl 
upon  ;  1  am  oiily  repeating  that  which 
Lord  Ashburton  himself  in  strong  terms 
deemed  indispenvable  to  the  settlement  of 
the  question.  There  is  one  part  of  this 
treaty  which  strikes  one  as  showing  a 
greater  de«^ree  of  readiness  to  yield  than 
was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  settlement 
of  this  question.  The  Americans  belie ve<l 
those  points  they  iuhistetl  u|mn  to  be  just. 
We,  on  the  other  hand,  believed  our  claimn 
to  be  just.  We  had  on  our  parts  no  more 
reason  to  apprehend  the  consequence  of  a 
war  than  America,  although  it  is  cert.iin 
that  we  should  have  entered  upon  hostili- 
ties with  a«  great  reltictance  as  the  (leople 
of  the  United  States.    These  preliminary 


circumstances  beins  eaual,  it  fbllovt  tliat 
the  settlement  should  nave  been  equal  on 
both  sides.     In  the  first  propoeitioo.  Lord 
Ashburton  had  laid  down  certain  poiDts 
relating    to    the    Madawasca    boaodaiy, 
which  had  been  asserted  by  Lord  Sydes* 
ham,  and  tbat  proposition  ought  not  to 
have  been  abandonee.    Mr.  Webster  very 
ably  argued  thut  point ;  the  river  was  to 
convenient  and  natural  as  a  boundary*  that 
it  would  prevent  all  disputes,  and  was  bj 
far  the  best  settlement  of  the  questiOB^ 
suppose  the  Madawasca  settlement  be  givM 
up,  and  that  of  the  St.  John  substitot«d. 
But  it  proved,  when  we  got  a  little  higbor 
up  tbe  St.  John,  that  Mr.  Webster  pro* 
posed  to  cross  the  river,  and  upon  thai 
|x>int  I  think  Lord  Ashburton  might  Curly 
have  retorted  upon  him  his  own  arguaeBts 
as  to  the  line  proposed  being  so  advan* 
tageous  as  a  demarcation  between  the  two 
countries.     I  do  not  myself  see  why  a  Itttis 
more  firmness  on  the  part  of  Lord  Ash- 
burton might  not  have  led  to  a  more  id* 
vantageous  settlement  of  the  quesdoo  thaa 
has  been  arrived  at  by  the  present  trsaty. 
There  is  another  circumstance  which  rsMsos 
me  to  doubt  whether  a  better  settleoMOt 
mi^ht  not  have  been  effected.    Wheo  wo 
discus8e<l  the  Address  to  the  Crown  last 
year,  I  said  I  would  then  give  no  opioioo  oo 
the  policy  of  the  concession,  and  dnriBg 
the  whole  course  of  the  Session  I  never  saw 
or  did  anything,  with  regard  to  that  eoo* 
cession,  calculated  to  interfere  with  tho 
pmgressof  the  treaty;  and,  on  the  ooo* 
trary,  when  an  hon.  Gentleman  did  aak 
some  questions  with  regard  to  the  treaty, 
I  expressed  my  entire  concurrence  in  taa 
prudence  t»f  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite refusing  to  give  the  infonnattoo 
sought  for.     But  now  that  the  Crown  has 
taken   that  course  which   by  prerogative 
belongs  to  it,  the  case  becomes  diflereot ; 
and  I  must  say  in  one  respect,  although 
not  in  onother,  that  the  cnoice  of  Lotd 
Akhburton  was  unfortunate.  Ofhis  taleots, 
long  experience,  and   knowMge  of  the 
United  States,   there  can  be   no  doobt; 
but   it   so  happens  that   in    1838,   Lord 
Ashburton  after  giving  two  days'  notice  to 
the  other  Houm>  of  Parliament,  expressed 
an  elalM)mte  opinion  with  regird  to  colo- 
nies in  general,  and  Canada  in  particular, 
that  no  wiite  man  could  expect  that  Canada 
would  belong  to  this  country   more  thaa 
twenty  years,  and  that  if  there  was  a  wish 
on  the  part  of  the  people  of  that  colooy  to 
etiect  a  separatiim  from  the  mother  coun- 
try, he  on  his  part,  sliuuld  be  ready  to  far. 
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ward  that  separation.  I  differ  from  the 
noble  Lord  in  that  reasoning,  and  upon 
the  merits  of  it  I  am  not  now  about  to 
enter,  but  to  observe  that  when  a  person 
holding  that  opinion  had  to  negociate  with 
an  American  Secretary  of  State,  that  Se- 
cretary  of  State  might  be  very  likely  to 
say  to  him-*'' It  is  not  your  object  to 
have  a  strict  military  boundary.  With 
your  views,  which  are  more  abstract  and 
phihMophical  than  ours,  it  can  matter 
nothing  to  you  whether  a  frontier  of 
that  description  belong  to  the  United 
Stages  or  not."  But  having  said  this,  let 
Be  not  be  construed  as  expressing  the 
opioioD  that  the  concession  the  noble  Lord 
has  made  has  placed  the  security  of  our 
Canadiao  possessions  in  any  imminent 
jeopardy.  My  opinion  is,  that  our  hold 
apoo  Canada,  must  depend,  in  the  first 
instance  upon  your  diligence.  You  have 
given  them  a  constitutional  government 
by  which  I  think  the  affections  of  the 
people  of  Canada  have  been  secured  ;  and 
It  may  I  think*  be  concluded  that  there  is 
no  wish  oo  their  part  to  separate.  The 
next  security  is  that  assurance  which  I 
gave  them  when  I  had  the  honour  to  fill 
the  office  now  ocrupied  by  the  noble  Lord 
opposite — that  the  Queen  would  be  pre- 
pared to  employ,  as  far  as  was  in  her  Ma- 
jesty's power,  all  the  means  and  resources 
of  this  country  in  the  defence  of  Canada 
against  any  foreign  enemy  whatever.  I 
bdieve,  on  those  two  propositions  prin- 
cipally rests  the  security  of  our  Canadian 
eolooy.  It  is  a  collateral  consideration, 
witiiout  doubt,  that  you  should  have  a 
hoiuidary  to  which  you  are  fairly  entitled. 
To  that  boundary  I  think  more  attention 
ahoald  have  been  paid,  but  I  do  not  see 
that  the  security  of  Canada  has  been 
mainly  afiected  by  the  concession.  But 
there  is  still  another  view  of  this  subject. 
In  this  country  there  was  no  great  at- 
tention paid  to  the  boundary  line  question. 
Very  few  people  knew  the  reasons  upon 
which  either  country  rested  its  claim,  or 
the  exact  advantage  which  would  accrue 
to  either  country  from  this  or  that  settle- 
ment. But  the  people  of  this  country  did 
look  for  the  cementing  of  peace  between 
this  country  and  the  United  States.  Re- 
garded io  that  point  of  view,  it  was  surely 
most  desirable  that  a  plain  definite  agree- 
ment should  have  been  entered  into.  Has 
that  been  done?  What  have  we  heard  to 
night  rdative  to  the  construction  of  the 
tmty?  Previous  to  the  despatch  of  Lord 
AbcmeUf  to  which  reference   has  been 


made,  the  question  had  been  discussed  be- 
tween my  noble  Friend  and  Mr.  Stevenson, 
when  the  same  argument  was  taken  up; 
and  though  the  American  minister  in  this 
country  resisted  the  proposition  of  my 
noble  Friend »  the  difference  might  have 
been  adjusted.  But  what  is  the  case  now  ? 
You  have  the  President  of  the  United 
States  giving  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  and  |of  Europe,  tne  announcement 
that  there  was  an  agreement  and  a 
treaty  which  bears  a  certain  interpreta- 
tion, and  you  have  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman declaring  that  it  bears  no  such  in- 
terpretation. Can  we,  then,  say  that 
the  question  is  completely  set  at  rest,  and 
that  the  treaty  is  completely  understood 
on  both  sides,  with  these  opposite  decla- 
rations before  us.  I  must  say,  that,  with 
respect  to  this  question  of  a  treaty  with 
America,  as  well  as  with  respect  to  some 
others,  there  was  rather  too  much  hurry 
in  saying  that  everything  is  settled  upon 
the  most  stable  foundations,  while,  in  fact, 
a  misunderstanding  exists,  and  no  such 
stability  as  was  alleged  has  been  gained. 
With  the  views  I  have  stated  in  regard  to 
this  treaty,  which  has  been  entered  into  by 
the  Minister,  and  ratified  by  the  Govern- 
ments, 1  should  yet  think  that  the  House 
of  Commons  might  safely  refrain  from 
giving  their  formal  opinion.  I  do  not,  in- 
deed, conceive  that  if  the  honour  of  the 
country  is  not  concerned,  nor  her  interests 
placed  in  jeopardy,  this  House  ought  to 
interfere  with  their  opinion  and  advice. 
The  remainder  of  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  refers  to  the  domestic  situation  of 
the  country.  That  part  of  the  subject  has 
been  entered  into  by  my  hon.  Friend  near 
me.  I  can  only  say,  with  the  experience 
I  have  had  of  the  Corn-law  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  if  such  experience 
has  confirmed  him  in  the  wisdom  of  the 
sliding'Scale,  it  has  confirmed  me  also  in 
the  opinions  I  expressed  in  1839,  1840, 
1841,  that  a  moderate  fixed  duty  would 
be  the  best  system  upon  which  our  trade 
could  be  based.  At  all  events,  I  see  that 
the  operation  of  that  sliding-scale  is  to 
keep  out  a  quantity  of  corn  in  the  country 
at  one  time,  and  let  it  in  at  another,  when 
the  consumer  is  not  so  much  in  want  of  it, 
and  when  the  farmers  are  injured  by  the 
sale  of  so  vast  a  quantity.  The  operation 
of  the  sliding-scale  may  be  compared  to 
the  conduct  of  a  gardener,  who  should 
leave  his  ground  un watered  during  arid 
heats,  and  when  the  rain  had  begun  to 
fell^  was  to  exclaim;  now  is  the  time  to 
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to  water  my  plants,  and  was  forthvith  to 
cany  oo  bis  irrigation.  It  was  found  la-nt 
year  that  during  all  the  early  |iart  tlu 
price  was  high,  say  about  60«.  or  GU., 
and  at  that  time  there  was  do  great  intro. 
ductioD  of  foreign  wheat  But  in  August, 
when  your  favourable  harvest  was  about 
to  be  rea|)ed,  then  more  than  2,000,000 
quarters  of  foreign  corn^  and  a  proportion- 
ate Quantity  of  wbeaten  flour  were  at  ourc 
ailmitted  to  the  immediate  depression  of 
the  mHrkets.  Therefore  it  apiiears  that 
when  the  people  wanted  relief  they  could 
not  procure  it^  but  that  the  operation  of 
the  sliding-sicale  has  been,  that  speculators 
hare  been  ruine<i  because  thev  could  not 

m 

obtain  the  price  they  expected,  that  the 
farmer  has  been  iniuivd  by  the  depression 
of  the  markets,  and  that  the  consumer  luw 
not  received  that  benefit  which  ou^ht  to 
have  been  given  to  him  many  months  be- 
fore. I  cannot  conceive  that  the  right 
hoii.  Gentleman  means  permanently  to 
defend  the  law.  Nothing  I  have  heard 
to>night  has  fwrsuaded  me  that  it  is  hiv 
intention  permanently  to  abide  by  this 
law.  I  remember  the  principles  expressed 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  last  year,  in 
regard  to  the  tariflf,  but  I  cannot  square 
those  principles  with  the  present  Corn-law. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
(»f  State  wan  pleased  to  sav,  that  he  did 
not  consider  tlie  measure  a  nnal  one,  and  I 
presume  he  had  some  reason  for  using  an 
expression  to  which  some  degree  of  unpo- 
pularity has  lately  been  atuched  ;  but  like 
the  wish  expressed  by  the  Member  of  the 
Irish  House  of  Commons  for  a  little  unani- 
mity, it  seems  to  me  that  some  of  the 
farmers  mukt  of  late  have  wished  for  some 
of  that  same  finality  in  reufard  to  the  Corn- 
law.  I  cannot  but  consider  it  impolitic  to 
retain  in  one  year  what  you  mean  to  sur. 
render  in  another.  I  cannot,  moreover, 
lielievc  fnim  the  declarations  that  have 
been  made,  to  tlic  course  of  the  recess, 
that  it  is  intended  to  retain  the  present 
law.  1  have  observed  that  there  has  been 
a  ferling  gn»wing  up,  tliat  the  Corn-law 
ntuld  not  lie  defended  in  connexion  with 
the  existence  of  the  }>rinc'iplcs  of  the  tariff. 
We  have  had  the  Member  for  Essex  de- 
daring,  and  then  explaining,  and  the  Mem- 
lier  for  West  Somerset  explaining;  then  the 
Member  for  luiHt  .Somerset  making  a  de- 
Haration,  and  then,  threi*  week i* after \i ard.% 
lie  alw»  was  explainin^Tt  What  is  the 
cause  of  all  this  variation? — a  vaiiation,  I 
inuiit  say,  most  uncommon  and  unubual  in 
the  claas  to  which  those  hoo.  Ueutlcmeu 


belong.  Thoucli  it  has  often  been  my  lot 
to  dider  from  the  principles  of  that  da«, 
vet  I  must  say  that  the  Gentlemen  wIiq 
lielong  to  it  are  geoerallv  pretty  firm  aad 
consistent,  and  pretty  plaio«  too,  io  thtir 
method  of  expression,  But  their  difficulty 
was  this :  they  were  taught  that  the  et» 
curity  of  agriculture  did  not  depetid  npoa 
protective  laws  and  prohibitory  duties,  but 
upon  competition,  the  exertioo  of  indualry. 
ami  the  application  of  skill  and  capital  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  That  waa  the 
defence,  and  an  excellent  one  it  waa»  which 
was  put  forth  for  the  admission  of  catUe 
into  the  tariff.  But  then  it  was  asked. 
"  Do  you  mean  to  alter  the  Con-law  ?** 
*'  Oh  no,"  it  was  replied  ;  •'  we  thiak  that 
agriculture  requires  a  large  proteoliiMi.'* 
''  Then  if  you  think  so,  why  do  you  put 
cattle  in  the  tariif  ?"  The  truth  is.  the 
gentlemen  bc]on};ing  to  the  class  in  qoca- 
tion  have  been  put  by  the  right  hoo.  B^ 
ronet  in  a  hard  and  cruel  position.  la  the 
first  year  of  the  right  hon.  Geatleioaa'a 
poMcr,  thev  are  to  defend  a  tariff,  fouodad, 
not  indiod  upon  the  principles  of  free 
traiie,  but  of  free  competitioo ;  and  thea 
they  are  to  defend  the  Corn-law,  vbiA  ia 
utterly  irreconcileable  with  every  priacipb 
ill  the  tariflf.  There  is  aoother  view  ia 
which  the  farmers  of  this  cuuntrj 
interested  in  the  settleaieot  of  the  ( 
tion:  it  is  while  this  Anti-Com'-iaw 
League  continues  to  exist  [to  the  priaci- 
pies  of  which  1  do  not  subscribe],  aad 
against  the  leaders  of  that  Leegue  I  UMJ 
take  the  opportunity  some  day  to  deind 
myself;  but,  in  tlie  mean  time,  what  aaya 
one  of  the  leaders  of  that  Anti-Cora-law 
League? — tliat  io  1841  you  had  achiai 
to  an  8i.  duty  ;  that  a  great  proportioo  ef 
the  wealthy  and  intlueniial  subscribeta  to 
the  Ix*at;ue — those  who  save  to  it  ila  ?>• 
tality  and  power — would  have  fidleo  off, 
had  the  proposal  for  the  iropoaitioo  of  thai 
duty  been  acceded  to;  that  they  wouU 
have  been  satisfied  with  that  propeeitMi 
as  a  reasonabh?  settlement  of  tl»e  questiou  ; 
and  that  at  this  day  there  would  not  hare 
been  an  Anti-Corn -hiw  Ijeague  in  eaaaU 
ence,  but  that  that  |iOMerfuI  aod  wealthr 
body  would  have  been  dissolved.  Would 
it  mit.  tlicn,  be  fur  the  interests  of  tlie 
agriculturists  —those  who  have  to Jiay  the 
latxHirers— if  they  anild  say,  **Tl»efw  aa 
now  no  such  |>owerful  body  agitatiog  the 
i'ouutry  fiir  a  total  repeal  of  the  duties  ou 
rurur"  That  it  appears,  then,  would  hara 
been  the  effect,  if  the  House  had  choiett 
to  adopt  that  much-reriled  and  fiiiiad 
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pffopositioo  of  an  8f .  fixed  duty.  If  that 
be  the  case,  why  does  not  the  right  hon. 
Gcotleman  wopoee  some  scheme  by  which 
aa  end  aboald  be  put  to  the  agitation  with 
icspect  to  this  subject,  which  is  now  going 
SB  in  the  country  ?  Incongruous  as  I  think 
the  principlea  of  the  tariff  are,  in  no  arti- 
chiia  that  incongruity  more  remarkable 
than  in  those  of  corn  and  sugar.  I  fear 
the  feaolt  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
pvocedioga  has  been,  that  while  he  has 
jisiPinioaiBd  some  ^reat  principles,  he 
haa  not  at  the  same  time  given  satisfaction 
to  another  great  power  —  the  power  of 

Cwing  opinion ;  and  that,  after  all,  he 
brought  into  play  two  antagonist  forces 
wtahliihed  interest  on  the  one  hand, 
and  growing  opinion  upon  the  other;  and 
that  tbose  forces  will  be  left  to  contend 
open  the  field  of  battle,  while  all  the 
cnormoua  masses  of  men  coucerned,  whe- 
ther in  the  agricultural  or  manufacturing 
interest,  will  be  looking  on,  uncertain  on 
which  side  the  victory  will  be  determined ; 
hot,  in  the  meantime,  suffering  all  those 
erils  which  are  necessarily  attendant  upon 
the  prdongation  of  the  contest.  The 
Speech  from  the  Throne  declares  that 
when  the  taxes  which  have  been  imposed 
•hall  cone  into  operation,  the  revenue 
will  be  fiiund  sufficient  to  provide  for 
thn  expenditure.  I  am  glad  to  hear 
from  such  an  authority,  a  declaration 
ef  the  kind.  Still  those  reasons  which 
induced  me  last  year  to  give  my  vote 
i^ainnt  every  stage  of  the  bill  for  the 
{■position  of  the  Property  and  Income* 
tax.  have  been  strengthened  by  the  ex- 
perience we  have  had  of  it.  I  do  not 
wish  now  to  go  into  any  arguments  in  de- 
tail against  Uiat  tax;  I  do  not  wish  to 
make  any  observations  upon  its  inquisito- 
rial nature,  or  to  force  upon  the  attention 
ef  the  House  those  points  on  which  it 
aftcta  the  trade  of  the  country.  But 
diefe  la  one  point  to  which  I  wish  parti- 
cnlariy  to  call  the  attention  of  the  right 
boB.  Gentleman,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchecper,  because  it  appears  to  me  that 
Ae  tax,  as  at  present  collected,  amounts 
to  a  confiscation  of  a  certain  amount  of 
property.  I  find  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman stated  in  an  ad  captandum  manner 
bnt  year,  that  incomes  under  150/.  a-year 
were  not  to  be  subjected  to  this  tax.  There 
is  no  law  by  whidi  persons  having  only  an 
ineone  under  that  amount  were  bound  to 
eontribate  to  the  tax;  but  I  find  there 
uatancca  of  persons  receiving  only 
of  diefli  4QIL,  SOL,  or  70/.  or  80/. 


from  the  funds,  and  yet  the  tax  is  taken 
from  them  in  the  first  instance,  and  they 
are  left  without  remedy.  Oh  !  but  it  is 
said  they  may  appeal.  Take  the  case  of  a 
poor  widow  living  at  Boulogne  having  had 
this  deduction  made  from  her  little  an- 
nuity. She  is  told  to  come  over  to  Loo- 
don,  and  if  she  can  lose  her  time  for  two 
or  three  days,  endure  an  examination  be- 
fore some  board  sitting  there,  and  stand 
the  buffe tings  and  browbeat!  ngs  from  offi- 
cials and  their  clerks  who  wish  to  get  as 
much  as  they  can  from  the  tax,  she  may 
stand  a  chance  of  her  money  being  refunded 
to  her.  But  how  many  persons  are  there 
who  are  so  timid  or  so  infirm,  that  they 
do  not  like  to  go  through  all  these  official 
ordeals,  and  who  in  consequence  sacrifice 
the  money  ?  If  the  law  operate  so,  I  can- 
not call  it  less  than  confiscation.  '  Many 
complaints  have  been  made  in  regard  to 
house  property.  I  have  heard  many  in- 
stances of  the  way  in  which  the  surcharges 
have  been  made.  I  have  been  told  of  one 
person  who  made  it  a  rule,  whenever  he 
got  a  return,  to  add  20  per  cent  to  it. 
Of  the  injustice  of  this  it  is  not  necessary 
to  say  much.  All  persons  do  not  make 
false  returns.  Take  the  case  of  two  per. 
sons;  one  of  whom  returns  40  per  cent, 
under  the  actual  amount  of  his  property, 
whilst  the  other  makes  a  Mr  and  full 
return.  Now,  by  the  practice  I  have  men- 
tioned of  adding  20  per  cent  to  a  return, 
you  not  only  unjustly  overcharge  one  man 
that  amount,  but  you  actually  give  the 
other,  who  makes  the  defective  return,  the 
benefit  of  a  sum  equal  to  half  that  of  which 
he  has  sought  to  deprive  the  revenue. 
When  honest  persons  are  surcharged,  they 
are  told  they  have  their  remedy  by  going 
before  some  commissioners  sitting  in  some 
place  at  a  distance,  convenient  or  inconve- 
nient as  the  case  may  be,  and  that,  if  sur- 
charged, they  will  recover  back  the  amount. 
But  numbers  of  these  persons  do  not  make 
the  attempt  to  appeal,  and  the  fact  is  the 
surcharge  is  made  upon  them  in  the  confi- 
dence that  they  will  not  make  that  at- 
tempt. A  person  complained  to  me  him« 
self  that  he  had  a  smaJI  freehold  of  40/.  a 
year,  for  which  he  was  charged  150/.  I 
told  him  his  remedy  but  he  represented  to 
me,  that  his  profession  as  an  artisc  engaged 
him  in  another  place  at  the  time  for  ap- 
peal, and  that  he  could  not  affi)rd  the  time, 
had  he  the  inclination,  to  be  buffeted  about 
before  the  commissioners.  I  am  justified, 
then,  in  asking  whether  t)ie  people  are  not 
only  to  be  su^ect  to  the  burden,  that  a 
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maD  is  oot  only  to  submit  to  have  affairs 
of  busiuess  investigated  and   laid   before 
some  inimical  attorney,  perhaps,  or  some 
rival  in  trade,  but  that  it  must  also  be  a 
condition  of  this  tax,  that  money  should 
be  Uken  from  them  under  its  authority, 
but  which  they  do  not  owe,  and   which 
is  taken  from  them  under  the  conviction, 
that  they   will    not  undergo    the  vexa- 
tion and  trouble  of  an  appeal?    It  may 
be  possible  to  remedy  these  things,  and 
I  think  those  who  imposed   the  tax   are 
bound  to  take  every  means  to  diminish 
the  abuse  which  it  has  caused.     There  is 
only  one  other  part  of  the  Speech  to  which 
1  shall  now  allude.     It  is  that  part  re- 
lating to  the  disturbances  in  the  manu* 
facturing  districts.     That  there  was  consi- 
derable disturbance  and  violation  of  the 
public  peace  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  yet 
I  think   that  during  those  disturbances, 
which  were  attributable  to  the  fact,  that 
the  working  men  considered  they  were  not 
sufficiently  paid,  there  was  displayed  on 
the  part  of  the  working  men  of  those  dis- 
tricts a  conduct  which  deserves  the  great- 
est  admiration.      No  doubt   there   were 
people  who  swelled  the  ranks  of  the  crowd 
whose  intentions  were  evil ;  but  consider- 
ing that  that  crowd  was  formed  of  thou- 
sands of  people,  who  were  the  unemployed 
from  the  mills  and  the  workshops,  that 
there   were  strong  inducements  held  out 
to  them  to  join  in  the  pn»jecl8  for  the 
charter,   and   for  the    subversion   of  the 
constitution,  and  that  insidious  attempts 
were  made  for  that  purfHwe  by  the  most 
artful  demagogues,  all  of  which   tomnta- 
tions  and  inducements  the  people  of  their 
own  calm  deliberation,  and  by  the  ()|>era- 
tion  of  their  gtK>d  sense,  at  once  rejected  ; 
considering,  moreover,  that  the  injury  to 
life  and  pro|)erty  in  these  disiturbed  dis- 
tricts was  comparatively  small,  1  do  think 
some  praise  is  due  to  the  sense  and  tein|)er 
of  the  )>eople,  and  that  much  of  this  is  to 
lie  attriliuUid  to  that  general   respect  for 
and  obedient  to  the  law,  and  that  appre- 
ciation of  the  bleshings  of  the  constitution 
which  was  displayetl  l>y  the  |icople  at  that 
time.     Now  1  can  see  nothing  resembling 
such  a   sentiment,  either  in  the   Speech 
which  we  have  this  day  heanl  from  the 
Throne,  or  in  the  Address  which  had  been 
moved  in   leply  l«  it.     On  the  amtrary, 
the  (lentliinan  who  secondetl  the  Address 
spoke   of  the    immorality  of  the   people, 
who,  he  said,  were  easily  M  to  listen  ti» 
any  demagogue.     Why,  no  doubt,  in   a 
population  of  many  millioos,  such  as  the 


population  of  this  country,  there  were 
some  who  would  follow  deroagugues;  but 
that  that  is  the  general  cliaracter  of  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  of  these  kiogdouit 
I  utterly  deny.  I  maintain,  that,  however 
imperfect  the  system  of  education  in  tMi 
country— however  insuffideot  the  idiook 
as  yet  established  in  the  maoufiictiirisg 
districts— however  defective  the  plan  opoa 
which  these  schools  are  conducted,  then 
is  a  great  advance  in  the  general  know* 
ledge  and  general  ffood  bearing  of  die 
people,  compared  with  anything  that  ex- 
isted at  the  conclusion  of  the  war— coai- 
pared  with  anything  that  existed  in  the 
years  1817  and  1819,  when  laws  were 
passed  in  this  House  repreesiog  the  liberty 
of  the  subject.  If  that  is  the  cate,  I 
think  you  ought  to  say  somethiog  more  to 
them  than  that  you  will  repress  with  tiw 
utmost  rigour  of  the  law  any  excesses  into 
which  they  may  be  betrayed.  I  think 
that  her  Maiesty's  Ministers  should  gite 
them  a  pledge — that  this  House  shmild 
ffive  them  a  pledge  that  yon  will  enter 
into  a  full  consideration  of  the  causes  of 
the  distress  now  so  long  prevailing — that 
you  will  pay  every  attention  to  all  cooi* 
plaints  of  practical  grievauoe^and  that 
while  you  are  not  ready  to  adopt  etery 
nostrum  of  political  change  dictated  by  de- 
magogues, yet  that  you  are  readv,  when 
any  practical  distress  is  suffered«»when 
any  practical  grievance  is  endured— 4f  that 
grievance  can  be  traced  in  any  way  to  the 
operation  of  the  laws — to  the  adminbtm- 
tion  of  justice,  or  to  any  of  the  rcgulatioos 
which  forbid  a  free  intercourse  between 
this  country  and  other  nations  ^  if  you  find 
that  the  interest*  of  the  creat  bodv  of  the 
people  would  be  advanced  by  an  afteraiioo 
or  modification  of  existing  laws,  I  think 
that  you,  as  the  representative  of  a  peofile 
so  long  free,  and  so  deserving  of  their  free* 
dom,  should  show  that  you  are  rcadr  to 
take  such  measures,  ready  to  attend  to 
their  complaints,  and  that,  even  while 
there  be  some  disturbance  amongst  some 
classes,  you  value  the  examples  of  peaoe, 
order,  and  sobriety,  which  arc  the  charac- 
teristics of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of 
this  country. 

Sir  Charles  Napier  objected  to  the 
articles  of  the  Ashburton  treaty.  He 
complained  particularly  of  the  absence  of 
any  stipulation  in  the  treaty  with  respect 
10  the  power  of  taking  British  seamen 
from  American  ships  in  time  of  war.  As 
regarded  tbc  boundary  questiooi  he  looked 
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vpon  the  treaty  as  the  most  ignominious 
treatj  ever  signed  by  a  British  minister. 
He  did  not  say,  that  England  ought  to 
have  obtained  every  point  that  she  went 
for  any  more  than  that  the  Americans 
should  have  obtained  every  point  that  they 
vent  for ;  but  he  asked  why  the  British 
Minister  did  not  hoist  his  standard  of  re- 
sistance on  the  banks  of  the  river  St. 
John?  Why  he  did  not  tell  the  Ameri- 
cans that  beyond  the  limits  of  that  river 
they  should  not  pass,  instead  of  allowing 
them  to  run  their  boundary  up  into  the 
very  centre  of  Canada  ?  It  was  no  excuse 
to  say,  that  the  territory  abandoned  was 
not  of  great  value ;  no  portion  of  it  should 
have  been  surrendered  without  an  equiva- 
lent* The  land  itself  might  be  utterly 
valueless,  but  every  mile  of  it  became  of 
importance  when  it  allowed  the  Americans 
to  run  their  frontier  right  up  to  the  heart 
of  the  Canadas.  He  only  wished  to  make 
one  other  observation.  In  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne  it  was  said,  that  the 
Syrian  question  was  settled  ;  but  the 
House  was  left  in  utter  ignorance  as  to 
bow  it  had  been  settled.  He  hoped, 
that  her  Majesty's  Ministers  would  see 
the  propriety  of  giving  some  explanation 
upon  that  point. 

Mr.  Wallace  expressed  his  entire  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  Speech  which  Minis- 
ters had  chosen  to  offer  to  the  country  as 
coming  from  the  Sovereign.  He  believed, 
that  the  people  in  general  would  think 
with  him  that  the  distress  which  pervaded 
the  country  from  one  end  of  it  to  the 
other  should  have  been  treated  in  a  very 
dtflferent  manner^  and  he  was  quite  sure 
that  that  part  of  the  country  from  which 
he  caone,  to  which  there  was  an  attempt 
in  the  Speech  to  pay  a  compliment,  would 
know  how  to  appreciate  language  which 
seemed  to  imply  a  doubt  that  Scotchmen 
could  have  had  any  other  notion  than  that 
of  paying  a  compliment  to  the  Sovereign, 
and  that  Sovereign  a  woman.  He  was 
quite  prepared  to  say,  that  the  Income- 
tax,  which  had  been  so  well  alluded  to  by 
the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  London 
(Lord  John  Russell),  was  the  root  of  all 
the  new  evil  of  which  the  country  had  now 
reason  to  complain.  Yet  it  was  that  most 
iniquitous  tax  upon  which  the  Minister 
reckoned  as  the  source  from  which  he  was 
to  derive  the  means  to  make  up  the  defi- 
deocies  in  the  revenue  which  were  occa- 
skmed  by  the  distress  of  the  country.  He 
took  it  to  be  quite  dear  that  the  signal 


falling-off  that  had  occurred  in  the  re- 
venue arose  from  the  fact  that  the  work- 
ing and  middling  classes  were  not  in  pos- 
session of  the  means  to  command  the 
ordinary  comforts  and  necessaries  of  life. 
This,  perhaps,  was  not  anticipated  by 
those  by  whom  the  Income-tax  was  pro- 
posed :  but  it  was  distinctly  foreseen  by 
those  who  looked  around  them,  and  saw 
the  condition  to  which  the  great  mass  of 
the  population  of  the  country  was  reduced. 
He  believed  that  there  had  never  been  im- 
posed in  this  country  any  tax  at  once 
so  injurious  and  so  completely  i}l- timed. 
Allusion  had  been  made  to  the  depression 
of  the  manufacturing  interest,  but  no  in- 
telligent man  could  look  around  him  and 
fail  to  see  that  there  was  not  an  interest  in 
the  country  that  was  not  equally  depressed. 
Take  the  shipping  interest,  for  instance-^ 
one  of  the  main  interests  of  the  country— 
when  was  that  interest  ever  in  a  more  de- 
pressed condition  ?  If  possible,  it  was  at 
this  moment  even  more  depressed  than  the 
manufacturing  interest;  yet  no  allusion 
whatever  was  made  to  it  in  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne.  Notice  had  that  even- 
ing been  given,  in  various  quarters,  of  an 
iutention  on  the  part  of  individual  Mem- 
bers to  bring  the  different  points  referred 
to  in  the  Queen's  Speech  under  the  espe- 
cial consideration  of  the  House.  He  had 
intimated  his  intention  of  bringing  forward 
a  motion  in  respect  to  the  general  distress 
of  the  country  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
that  motion,  when  submitted  to  the  coq- 
sideration  of  the  House,  would  call  forth 
an  expression  of  opinion  very  different 
indeed  from  the  slighting  manner  in  which 
her  Majesty's  advisers  had  thought  6t  to 
pass  over  the  unprecedented  state  of  things 
which  now  existed  in  this  kingdom.  He 
used  the  term  **  unprecedented"  advisedly, 
for  he  maintained,  and  at  the  proper  time 
should  be  ready  to  show,  that  this  country 
had  never  in  all  its  history  been  in  a  state 
of  such  general  misery  and  destitution  as 
at  the  present  moment.  Moreover  he  was 
convinced  that  no  Speech  ever  attributed 
to  the  reigning  Monarch  of  these  kingdoms 
could  carry  to  every  part  of  the  nation  a 
feeling  of  such  general  dissatisfaction  as 
would  be  produced  by  the  Speech  that  had 
that  day  been  addressed  to  them  from  the 
Throne.  It  expressed  no  commiseration 
for  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  conveyed 
no  hope  of  an  amelioration  of  their  condi- 
tion. He  was  satisfied  that  there  never 
was  an  Administration  which  would  be 
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held  10  such  general  and  deserved  disre- 
pute as  the  present  Government  would  be, 
in  consequence  of  not  taking  a  different 
view  with  respect  to  the  situation  of  all 
ranks  and  classes  in  the  country. 

Lord  Stanley  must  observe,  in  the  first 
place,  that  there  appeared  to  be  no  in- 
considerable difference  of  opinion  between 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Charles  Wood),  who  was  then  speaking  to 
him,  and  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  John  Rus- 
sell) who  preceded  him  in  the  debate. 
For  whilst  the  hon.  Member  for  Greenock 
told  the  House  that  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  would  be  received  in  every  quarter 
of  the  kingdom  with  universal  dissatisfac- 
tion— that  there  never  was  a  Speech  so 
objectionable,  and  that  he  objected  to 
each  and  every  part  of  it,  the  noble  Lord 
and  the  hon.  Gentleman,  sitting  on  the 
same  side  of  the  House,  had  declared,  with 
great  candour  and  fairness,  that  with  re- 
gard to  the  topics  introduced  into  the 
Speech,  they  appeared  to  them  to  be  judi- 
ciously selected,  and  judiciously  handled 
—that  they  entertained  very  little  objec- 
tion to  any  portion  of  them  (or  with  very 
few  exceptions),  and  that,  upon  the  whole, 
they  should  disclaim  the  notion  of  moving 
or  supporting  an  amendment.  After  the 
sweeping  denunciation  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  of  all  that  was  in 
the  Speech,  and  all  that  was  not  in  the 
Speech  he  thought  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  have  tried  his  hand  at  an 
amendment,  either  by  moving  the  rejec- 
tion of  some  paragraph  in  the  Address  to 
which  he  objected,  or  the  insertion  of  some 
paragraph  which  he  preferred.  But  the 
tipression  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  objec- 
tion, notwithstanding  the  general  dennn- 
ciatioa  in  which  he  indulged,  was  confined 
to  two  subjects.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
objected  to  the  language  in  which  the 
royal  visit  to  Scotland  was  spoken  of,  as 
if  because  her  Majesij  expreased  the  gra- 
liAcation  which  she  felt  at  the  universal 
seotimeni  of  loyalty  and  attachment  with 
which  she  was  received  from  one  part  of 
Scotland  to  the  other — it  was,  therefore, 
the  intention  of  Ministers  to  insinuate 
that  her  Mnjeaty  had  reason  to  expect,  or 
Ibat  her  advisers  were  so  ignorant  of  the 
ftoeral  feeling  of  the  people  of  Scotland 
towards  the  Sovereign,  as  to  suppose  that 
aba  would  not  be  received  with  every  de- 
OMNMtration  of  affectioaate  loyalty  in  that 
ptrt  of  ber  doasinioBa,  aad  coosequently 


that  that  paragraph  i6  the  Speech  whieb 
was  intended  as  a  compliment  to  the  peo* 
pie  of  Scotland,  was  in  fact  a  covert  io- 
sult  to  their  national  aod  natural  feetinga 
of  loyalty.  That  was  the  boo.  Oeotle- 
roan's  first  objection.  His  second  aaaer- 
tion  was,  that  no  commiseration  was  ei- 
pressed  for  the  sufferings  of  the  people, 
and  no  expectation  held  out  of  the  adiop* 
tion  of  measures  for  their  relief.  Tm 
hon.  Gentleman  must  forgive  him  (Loid 
Stanley)  for  saying  that  no  terns  covid  bo 
more  emphatic  than  those  in  which  har 
Majesty  spoke  of  the  sufferings  of  a  large 
portion  or  her  people  as  leading  to  a  re* 
duction  of  the  revenue  from  eaoaea  wbieh 
could  not  be  concealed,  and  wbicb  noat 
be  deeply  and  universally  deplored— 
namely,  the  inability  of  a  large  elasa  of 
the  people,  owing  to  the  diatieaa  wbiell 
had^so  long  continued,  to  obtain  the  neaea 
of  providing  themselves  with  the  ordi- 
nary and  necessary  articles  of  coaaemptioii. 
This  was  a  state  of  things  which  ber  Ma- 
jesty deeply  lamented.  With  regard  le 
the  Government  holding  ool  iasmediete 
relief,  he  thought  that  the  boo.  Gentle- 
man's experience  in  that  House  and  bia 
own  good  sense  must  have  shown  bias  tbel 
there  could  be  nothing  so  daogeroea  aa  le 
put  into  the  mouth  of  the  Seveteige  ea- 
aggerated  and  vague  expectatiooa  of  le- 
lief  without  pointing  out  in  disiinet  terBS 
the  quarter  from  which  that  relief  wms  lo 
come.  The  noble  Lord  ( Lord  John  Rat* 
sell)  not  having  many  sources  of  coaapbkH 
against  the  Speech,  bad  selected  fo«r  aw^ 
jects,  two  of  which  were  included  io  the 
Speech,  and  two  of  which  were  ooiitlcd 
from  it,  the  two  latter  being  the  ioeoaae* 
tax  and  the  Corn-laws.  [Lord  Jokm  ilwa- 
setl:  The  Income-tax  is  naaied  ia 
the  speech.]  True ;  the  Income-tax  wee 
named — named  in  the  way  in  wbicb  it 
was  proper  it  sliould  be  named  eaasely, 
as  the  source  from  which  the  fieaeeial 
deficiency  (a  deficiency  not  exectly  of  tlM 
present  Government's  incurring)  migbt  m 
the  course  of  the  current  year  be  made  «p. 
He  confessed  that,  after  the  ooaspliaseeia 
which  the  noble  Lord  at  the  comasenceiBeet 
of  his  address  had  paid  to  the  selectioo  aad 
handling  of  the  topics  iotrodeced  into  iIm 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  it  would  beve 
been  more  fair  and  manly  if,  followieg  tbe 
speech  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir 
Robert  Peel),  the  noble  Lord  had 
stained  from  touching  opoQ  topica 
pertictilarly  of  a  perajwial  cberader,  aad 
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for  ibe  full  and  nnfetlered  discussion  of 
wbkhy  ample  opportunity  would  be  af- 
foided  upoo  subtequeot  and  more  conve- 
aieat  occatioos.  And  if  it  were  not  the 
inleotioD  of  the  noble  Lord  to  condemn 
tbc  co«duct,either  of  the  Governor-general 
of  India,  or  of  the  present  Government  of 
this  couBtry  for  the  policy  which  they  had 
paffsued,  he  thought  it  would  have  been 
conpeteot  to  the  noble  Lord  to  restrain 
tha  apxiety  which  he  appeared  to  feel  to 
eater  opoo  these  topics  until  the  oppor- 
tunity ahould  arrive  (and  it  had  that  night 
beta  BOti6ed)  that  an  opportunity  would 
be  affi>rded  (as  well  by  the  Government  as 
by  au  hon.  Gentleman  opposite),  for  fully 
discBsetBg  the  whole  policy  of  the  present 
nd  tke  late  Government  with  respect  to 
the  afikira  of  Afighanistan,  The  motion, 
indeed,  of  which  his  right  hon.  Friend 
(Bv  Robert  Peel)  had  given  notice,  did  not 
eater  upon  so  wide  a  soope  as  that  of  the 
bofi.  Gentleman  opposite ;  but  it  did  pro- 
poae  to  call  upon  the  House  to  join  in  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  those  who  had  been  con- 
cerned in  Affghanistan»  for  the  ability  and 
skiliy  nod  the  valour  and  energy  which 
tbey  had  displayed  in  carrying  to  a  suc- 
oasafnl  tenniaation,  a  war,  which  at  the 
period  at  whieh  the  present  Ministry  oame 
into  oflke  bore,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  a 
very  UDproaaiaiBg  aspect.  To  that  point, 
Sfsd  to  |hat  point  alone,  the  motion  of  his 
rigbi  boo.  Friend  (Sir  Robert  Peel)  would 
go :  but  he  would  frankly  and  fairly  admit 
la  ilia  ooble  Lord  that  in  bringing  forward 
thai  motioo,  it  was  the  intention  of  her 
liijeaty's  Government  to  claim  for  the  Go- 
lemor-g^neral  of  India,  the  praise  to  which 
tkay  thought  he  was  fairly  and  amply 
entilUd,  namely,  that  by  his  decision,  his 
enargy  and  the  wisdom  of  the  ordinances 
wtik£  be  bad  issued,  he  had  mainly 
ennlfibntod  to  the  greai  aueoess  which 
had  orowned  the  labours  of  our  In* 
diao  amy.  The  noble  Lord  (Lord  John 
BpsaeU)  would,  therefore,  have  the  op** 
pprtfloity,  if  be  should  so  think  fit,  to 
dany  Iho  credit  which  the  Goyernment 
i^lended  to  ascribe  to  the  Governor-gene- 
ral of  India.  If  the  oobte  Lord  thought 
that  GoverBor-jEeneral  unworthy  of  the 
thaoka  of  ibe  oritish  Parliament  for  the 
coarse  ho  bad  adopted*  he  hoped  that  the 
noble  Lord  would  boldly  and  distinctly 
aiov  the  grounds  upon  which  his  objec* 
t#na  resledt  90t  eonfiniog  biaiself  to  a 
pmeianoliWi^ade  here,  esr  an  order  issued 
thtWb  ^  t»  tw  pifiifHtor  aaparate  ad  of 


the  Governor-general,  but  looking  gene- 
rally and  comprehensively  to  the  whole 
circumstances  of  the  state  of  India  as  it 
was  found  by  the  present  Ministry  in  1841 , 
and  as  it  now  existed  in  1843.  Looking 
to  the  papers,  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
expressed  a  desire  to  see,  and  which  he 
should  have  in  the  fullest  and  aniples| 
detail— looking  to  the  position  in  which 
the  Govern  or- general  found  our  arms  in 
India — looking  to  the  resources  of  India, 
and  to  the  general  position  of  affairs  in 
that  part  of  the  empire  at  the  period  of 
the  Governor-generars  arrival  to  take  up 
the  reins  of  government ;  and  finally, 
looking  to  the  triumphant  termination  of 
all  our  difficulties  in  that  quarter  of  the 
world — a  termination  which  mainly  the 
ability  and  skill  of  the  Governor^general, 
supported  by  the  gallantry  and  valour  of 
our  troops,  had  contributed  to  bring  about, 
he  said  that  when  the  whole  subject  was 
fairly  put  before  the  House —  when  the 
whole  question  of  the  conduct  of  Lord 
Ellenborough  and  of  the  Indian  army 
came  to  be  fully  discussed  in  that  House, 
and  fully  explained  to  the  country,  he 
could  hardly  entertain  a  fear  as  to  what 
the  verdict  of  the  noble  Lord  himself 
would  be,  little  fear  as  to  what  the  verdictof 
the  House  would  be,  and  certainly  no  fear 
at  all  as  to  what  the  verdict  of  the  country 
would  be.  He  believed  that  the  universal 
feeling  would  be  that  the  thanks  of  Par- 
liament were  due  to  all  the  parties  who 
had  been  concerned  in  restoring  the  affaira 
of  India  to  their  present  position.  But  the 
noble  Lord  had  related  particular  pointa 
of  the  policy  of  the  Governor-general  upon 
which  to  found  complaints.  The  noble 
Lord  said,  that  the  Governor-general  had 
issued  a  document  in  which  he  condemned 
the  policy  of  hia  predecessor.  The  Go- 
vernor-general did  issue  such  a  document. 
The  Governor  general  tbou|;ht  it  iocom*^ 
bent  on  him«*--due  to  the  dignity  of  tbo 
country,  due  to  the  iionour  of  the  Crown, 
at  once  and  frankly  to  put  forth  the  pointa 
upon  which  ho  thought  the  policy  of  hia 
predecessor  erroneous,  and  the  grouada 
upon  which  it  was  his  intention,  with  the 
full  consent  of  her  Majesty's  Ministers,  to 
enforce  a  difierent  line  of  policy.  And  if 
the  noble  Lord  was  desirous  of  entering 
into  the  question  in  a  fuller  and  n^ora 
specific  form  than  either  of  the  moiiooa 
of  which  notice  had  been  given  would 
enable  bin  to  do,  the  noble  Lord  knew 
full  well  that  ho  might  bring  forward  a 
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rerolution  of  the  House  condemnatorj  of 
the  policy  which  withdrew  the  British 
forces  within  the  frontier  of  the  Indus  and 
the  Sutlcdje,  and  affirmatory  of  the  policy 
which  led  to  the  invasion  of  Affghaoistan. 
To  that  issue  he  asked  the  noble  Lord  to 
come.  If  the  noble  Lord  were  not  satis- 
fied with  the  course  which  the  present 
Government  had  pursued,  let  him  come 
boldly  forward  and  ask  for  the  vindication 
of  his  own  policy,  by  the  condemnation  of 
that  of  his  successors.  But  the  noble 
Lord  said,  "  Oh,  if  you  did  withdraw,  if 
you  were  right  in  withdrawing,  surely  you 
should  not  have  left  the  whole  country  in 
a  state  of  anarchy  behind  you ;  you  should 
have  established  upon  the  throne  of  Cabul 
some  chieftain  who  was  friendly  to  you, 
and  who,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  discord- 
ant elements  by  which  he  would  be  sur- 
rounded, might  yet  afford  a  security  for 
the  maintenance  of  British  influence  in  the 
provinces  of  which  you  have  given  him  the 
dominion*"  This,  indeed,  bad  been  the 
policy  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  Schah 
Soojah  was  to  be  welcomed  back  by  the 
universal  voice,  and  to  reign  in  the  affec- 
tions of  the  universal  people  of  Cabul ; 
and  when,  by  the  force  of  British  arms,  he 
had  been  placed  on  the  throne  of  his  an- 
cestors, he  was  thenceforward  to  reign, 
not  by  the  power  of  Great  Britain,  but  by 
the  loyalty  and  aflection  of  his  subjects. 
That  was  the  policy  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment, and  how  did  it  succeed  ?  Had  it 
not  led  to  the  commission  of  an  act  of  the 
basest  treachery?  Had  it  not  led  to 
tumult,  to  convulsion,  to  bloodshed  ?  Had 
it  not  led  to  the  establishment  of  that  very 
anarchy  which,  if  the  present  Government, 
acting  upon  principles  of  policy  which,  in 
their  estimation,  rendered  it  incumbent 
upon  them  to  return  within  what  appeared 
to  be  the  natural  boundary  of  our  empire 
in  India,  had  left  behind  them — it  was  an 
anarchy  for  which  not  they,  but  their  pre- 
decessors, were  responsible,  since  it  was 
not  they,  but  their  predecessors,  who  had 
product  it.  The  noble  Lord  referred  to 
reports  which  he  had  beard  of  atrocities 
committed  and  of  an  unnecessary  aggra- 
vation of  the  horrors  of  war.  He  knew 
not  how  far  the  noble  Lord's  information 
was  authentic.  He,  however,  did  not 
deny  that,  upon  some  occasions,  the  pas- 
sions of  the  soldiery,  but  he  believed  still 
more  the  passions  of  the  undisciplmed 
multitude  which  accompanied  every  In- 
dian army,  excited  by  toe  Kene  and  by 


the  recollection  of  the  horrors  which  had 
been  perpetrated  upon  their  couolryoien, 
had  led  themtoeiceed  ihe  restraint  which 
every  Member  of  the  Government  wo«ld 
wish  to  see  imposed  upon  a  triomphaftt 
army  in  the  hour  of  its  success.  Bat  ibis 
he  knew,  that  if  any  atrocities  to  which 
the  noble  Lord  referred,  had  been  com- 
mitted, Lord  Ellen  borough's  desire,  bia 
recorded  desire  was,  that  whilst  the  army 
left  mementos  behind  it  of  the  irresistible 
power  of  this  country,  it  should  take  no 
step  that  was  inconsistent  with  the  usages 
of  civilised  nations,  or  that  should  acgrA* 
vate  the  natural  horrors  of  war.  There 
was  one  other  point  which  he  would  not 
then  touch  upon,  although  the  noble  Lord 
had  brought  it  forward,  as  it  appeared  to 
him,  in  a  way  most  unfairly  calculated  to 
prejudice  the  Governor- general  in  the  esti- 
mation of  a  large  portion  of  the  religiooa 
community  of  this  country.  He  woold 
not  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  poliey 
or  the  motives  which  induced  Lord  Ellen* 
borough  to  bring  back  into  India  the  gales 
of  Soronauth ;  but  he  would  ventoie  to 
say,  that  in  thus  restoring  to  India  tbe 
memorial  of  a  former  conquest,  DOChiog 
was  further — he  knew  this  from  Lord 
Ellenborough's  private  correspoedeoce ; 
he  knew  it  from  Lord  Ellenborough's  ia* 
dividual  declaration— nothing  was  fortlMr 
from  the  mind  of  the  Governor-geoenl 
than  to  invest  the  proceeding  with  any- 
thing of  a  religious  character,  or  anythiof 
that  could  violate  the  religious  scruples  of 
any  portion  of  the  community  in  this 
country.  He  knew  that  the  Governor- 
general  had  so  declared  himself,  end  be 
believed  that,  for  the  course  whicb  Ibe 
Governor-general  had  pursued,  be  was  not 
justly  open  to  the  sneers  of  the  noble  Lofd» 
or  the  imputation  of  being  insensible  to 
the  interests  and  feelings  of  Christianity. 
All  that  the  Governor-general  desired  to 
do  was  to  restore  to  India  that  wbicb, 
having  been  a  monument  of  a  former  con* 
quest  of  India,  might  henceforth  become 
a  memorial  to  India  of  the  strength  end 
power  of  British  arms.  He  postpoocd, 
until  the  fitting  opportunity  should  ocenr» 
the  consideration  of  the  question  of  tbe 
general  policy  pursued  by  tbe  GoverooMnt 
and  the  Governor-general  in  India.  It 
was  the  noble  Lord  who  had  drawn  him 
into  this  reference  to  the  subject,  by  pre- 
senting the  House  with  a  portion,  and  a 
very  small  portion  of  the  wnole  qnestion. 
H  is  earnest  desire  only  was,  that  this  Uonse 
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■nd  the  eonnliy  should  impend  their 
jadgment  upon  the  aubject  UDlil  the  whole 
cue  on  ihc  part  of  the  GovernraeDt  and  of 
ibfl  GovemoT-general  should  be  fully  and 
TiiHy  bronght  under  their  con ■  [deration. 
The  n<Ale  Lord  had  alio  adverted  to  the 
treatj,  which,  in  the  coaniry,  had  been 
termed  the  Aahburton  capitnlation  ;  and, 
allbonifb  the  noble  Lord  did  not  pre- 
tend, upon  the  whole,  to  object  to  the 
■rrangemenl  which  had  been  come  to, 
yet  be  took  the  opportunity  to  hint  a 
fialt  wbererer  he  thought  he  could  Rod 
one  in  (he  treaty.  The  noble  Lord  said, 
"  Although  you  ha*e  now  »  very  fair 
treaty,  a  very  good  treaty,  and  one  in 
•hich  I  do  not  think  the  real  ioieresis  of 
Canada  are  compromised,  yet  1  thiuk 
that,  with  a  little  more  firmness,  the  mat- 
ters in  dispute  might  have  been  negotiated 
mitcb  better,  and  the  question  settled  on 
a  better  basis."  Then  he  asked  the  noble 
Uml.  "  Why  did  not  you  settle  it."  If  it 
were  so  easy  to  obtain  better  terms,  what 
were  yon  and  your  noble  Colleague,  the 
late  Foreign  Secretary,  about  during  the 
tea  years  that  you  were  in  office.  Was  it 
not  ooloriooi  that  the  late  Government 
bad  for  a  long  time  been  engaged  ia  nego- 
tiationa  with  the  Government  cf  the  United 
States  upon  all  thequestions  comprehended 
in  the  Ashbarton  treaty.  How  wasit,  then, 
if  the  matter  were  so  easy  that  they  had 
not  obtained  a  better  treaty.  How  was  it 
tlial,  at  the  moment  of  leaving  office,  they 
left  the  prospect  of  coming  to  an  adjust- 
meot  of  the  matters  in  dispute  more  re- 
mote than  ever,  and  the  danger  of  a  mis- 
nnderstanding  between  the  two  countries 
more  formidable.  The  noble  Lord  ob- 
jected to  that  which  he  thought  had  been 
so  universally  admitted  by  every  human 
being  of  every  shade  of  political  feeling  in 
this  country.  The  noble  Lord  objected  to 
the  selection  of  Lord  Ashburtoo,  as  the 
n^otiator  of  the  treaty.  He  thought, 
that  if  there  bad  been  a  point  upon  which 
it  was  impossible  that  an  objection  could 
be  entertained,  if  there  were  a  point  upon 
which  all  hnman  beings  would  be  agreed, 
it  was  this,  that  if  we  hoped  to  come  to 
a  talisfdctory  tolation  of  the  difficulties 
which  had  so  long  existed  between  the 
coDutry  and  the  United  Slates,  and  if  the 
solalion  of  those  difficulties  depended  in 
any  degree,  upon  the  selection  of  the  Mi- 
■isier.  Lord  Ashburton  was  the  man,  of 
all  olheia,  who,  from  his  long  experience, 
bia  Btoderate  views,  his  intimate  acquaint- 
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ance  with  the  country  to  which  he  was  to 
proceed — his  knowledge  on  both  sides  of 
the  disputed  line — the  moderation,  mild- 
ness, and  judgment  which  he  had  always 
exhibited,  would  be  admitted  by  all  par- 
ties to  be  the  fittest  plenipotentiary.  And 
what  was  the  objection  which  the  noble 
Lord  now  raised?  With  respect  to  the 
treaty,  the  noble  Lord  said, 

"  It  invoWes  the  sacrifice  of  a  portion  of  the 
Madawaika  setllement — good  ground  should 
be  assigned  for  the  abandonment  of  that  terii- 
tory.  The  line  of  the  river  was  a  very  plau- 
sible and  equitable  argument  in  ibe  mouth  of 
Mr.  Webster,  but  wlien  you  had  taken  up  the 
line  of  the  river,  why  did  you  not  trace  it  out 
toils  full  e«tenlf  The  river  was  the  natural 
boundary." 

By  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  a  river 
boundary  was  taken,  Ttie  noble  Lord 
said, 

"  But  you  do  not  take  the  river  St.  John 

from  its  source  to  its  mouth — you  pursue  only 

iver  to  a  certain  point,  then  lake  the  line 

lolher  river,  and  stnke  across  to  the  nearest 

point  ot  the  highlands,  which  all  paities  adroit 

be  the  proper  boundary." 

The  noble  Lord  further  said, 

"  That  he  could  not  but  think  that  the  perti- 

city  with  which  the  American  minister  had 

insisted  upon  the  adoption  of  this  line  was  for 

the  sake  of  some  great  advantage  in  a  military 

point  of  view." 

Now,  he  had  never  heard  any  military 

in  say  that  any  advantage,  military  or 

not  military,  could  possibly  result  from 

the  possession  of  the  country  lying  he- 

n  the  two  rivers.     He  believed  that 

portion  of  territory  to  be  utterly  valueless 
for  the  pu  rposes  of  cultivation,  and  equally 
ilueless  for  the  purposes  of  military  occu- 
ition.  The  noble  Lord  had  objected  to 
the  appointment  of  Lord  Ashburton,  be- 
cause in  t^e  year  1838  that  noble  Lord 
had  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  con- 
nection between  this  country  and  the 
Canadas  could  not  long  subsist,  and 
it  was,  consequently,  in  Lord  Ash- 
burton's  mind  a  matter  of  indifierence 
hether  a  little  more  or  a  little  less  were 
iven  on  either  :iide,  either  to  the  Ga- 
adaa  or  lo  the  United  Stales.  Now, 
when  had  Lord  Ashburton  expressed 
the  opinion  which  the  noble  Lord  attri- 
buted to  him.  It  was  in  the  year  1838, 
vhen  a  state  of  feeling  prevailed  on  both 
lides  of  the  American  and  Canadian  fron- 
tier, which  did  make  it  very  doubtful 
whether  with  the  free  consent  and  ^:aod- 


Itt 


The  Addna. 


{COMMOIIS} 


Tkil 


114 


will  of  Caoida,  it  woaM  contiooe  for 
twenty  yeart  looker  to  be  a  depeodescy 
of  the  British  Empire.  Acd  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  say,  that  f^reatly  as  he  Talued 
the  possetsioo  of  Canada,  important  as 
he  thought  it  to  be  to  this  country  that 
she  shoold  continue  to  hold  under  her 
cooirol  those  great  and  important  pro- 
▼inces ,  yet  he  freely  and  frankly  avowed 
that  frooi  the  day  on  which  this  country 
ihoyld  cease  to  hold  Canada  by  the  tie 
of  affection  and  the  goo<J-will  of  the  great 
portion  of  its  inhabitants,  from  that  mo- 
ment would  cease  his  desire  to  retain  it  in 
the  possession  of  Great  Britain.  In  1838, 
Lord  Ashhurton  might  well  ei press  his 
doubt  of  the  permanence  of  the  union  be- 
tween the  Canadas  and  this  country ;  and 
fet  in  1842,  Lord  Athburton  might  be,  as 
be  believed  lA)rd  Ashburton  was,  the  fit* 
test  negotiator  that  could  he  selected  to 
safile,  upon  amicable  terms,  a  disputed 
qaetlion  with  a  great  and  kindred  people. 
He  would  not  follow  the  noble  Lord  into 
the  argument  into  which  he  had  thought 
proper  to  enter^-namely,  as  to  the  posi- 
tion in  which  lie  supposed  the  Corn-law 
question  to  be  left  by  her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment. The  noble  !x>rd  had  put 
forward  a  variety  of  assumptions  upon 
this  subject.  First  of  all  the  noble 
liord  had  assumed  that  the  Com -law 
of  last  year  was  not  to  be  amended  in 
the  coarse  of  the  present  Session,  and 
next  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  her 
M.ijesty's  Ministers  to  put  the  Corn- laws 
opon  such  a  footing  as  that  so  important 
a  subject  shoold  not  be  exposed  to  agita- 
tion. He  did  not  know  whether  the  noble 
Lord  had  at  length  found  out  a  position 
ID  which  the  Corn-law  could  be  placed 
that  would  secure  it  from  agitation.  Pos« 
sibly  the  noble  lx>rd  would  make  it  known 
when  the  period  should  arrive  in  which  he 
and  the  leaders  of  the  Anti  Com -law 
Lesgtte  should  have  an  opportunity,  in 
the  face  of  the  country,  of  declaring,  in 
political  arena,  how  far  they  agreed  and 
how  far  they  dilTered  in  opinion  upon  that 
momentous  question.  He  should  wait 
with  great  anxiety  the  arrival  of  that  pe- 
riod, and  ahould,  no  doubt,  derive  great 
edification  in  hearing  that  discussion  car- 
ried on.  The  noble  Lord  had  told  the 
House  that  he  did  not  subscribe  to  the 
doctrines  put  forth  by  the  Anti  Corn -law 
l^eague;  he,  therefore,  concluded,  that 
the  noble  Lord  was  not  prepared  to  gpve 
his  support  to  the  measures  which  those 


persona  might  prapoac,  or  to  the  priociplea 
which  they  might  broach.  However  that 
might  be,  he  veotored  to  believe,  not- 
withstanding any  differeoces  of  opinioo 
that  might  be  entertained  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men  who  were  intimately  eopnecled  with 
agriculture  upon  the  qaestioo  of  the  mea- 
sure of  last  year,  that  they  wooM  far 
rather  place  their  cooBdeooe  in  hia  right 
hon.  Friend  (Sir  R.  Peel)  for  eflecting  a 
safe,  satisfactory,  and  permanent  adjasl- 
ment  of  all  the  great  interests  of  this  eoan* 
try,  than  they  would  confide  those  inter- 
ests to  the  care  of  the  noble  Lord,  even 
though  he  should  be  prepared  to  hiiog 
forward  a  scheoM  by  which  he  hoped  to 
prevent  theCom-lavra  from  being  made 
the  subject  of  future  agitation.  The  aoble 
Lord  had  referred  to  the  Income-tax,  and 
had  stated  that,  great  as  had  been  hia 
objections  to  that  tax  last  year,  suhaeqoewl 
experience  had  more  than  realised  all  the 
objections  he  at  that  period  entertainod 
against  it.  The  noble  Lord  had  not 
thought  it  necessary  to  enter  into  the  cir- 
cumstances which  had  led  to  the  necesattj 
of  imposing  that  tax,  and  against  which  a 
feeling  of  dislike  was  naturally  entertaioed, 
as  was  the  case  with  all  taxes,  and  mora 
especially  with  regard  to  direct  taica,  by 
those  00  whom  it  fell ;  hot  before  the  ooblt 
Lord  brought  forward  tboae  apecMo 
charges  which  he  dealt  out  agaiaat  iht 
Income-tax,  it  would  have  baea  better  if 
he  had  adduced  some  more  positive  aatbo* 
rity  than  that  of  merely  safing— '^  I  vaa 
told  by  somebody  this,  and  I  have  hoifd 
from  somebody  that."  The  noble  Lord 
not  having  stated  hb  aathortty,  ho  coM 
not  tell  whether  the  noble  Lord  had  obIw 
heard  of  a  certain  commiwioner  who  hod 
made  it  his  practice  to  have  put  twtiMf 
per  cent,  surcharge  upon  every  ptraoa 
whose  returns  had  come  before  him.  Ho 
did  not  understand  the  noble  Lord  lo  have 
vouched  his  authority  for  this  statameiit* 
Was  he  to  understand  that  the  noble  Lord 
Ipoke  from  authority,  or  was  it  merely  one 
of  those  stories  gut  up  upon  a  sahjeet 
which  was  calculated  to  excite  ohjectiooay 
but  which  was  hardly  worth  being  stated 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  more  espoctally 
by  a  person  of  the  high  station,  mat 
talent,  and  character  of  the  noble  Lord* 
The  noble  Lord  had  mentioned  the  caae 
of  a  poor  widow  living  at  Doulogse,  who 
had  been  assessed,  and  who,  on  makiiif 
her  appeal  [No,  no;  she  did  not  appeal)-* 
who  remonstrated    then   [no,  no)    wtllt 
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who  complaioed  of  the  injustice  of  having 
been  grieTontly  surcharged  on  account  of 
her  income ;  and,  said  the  noble  Lord,  this 
poor  woman  was  told  that  she  might  per- 
haps obtain  relief  if  she  would  come  over 
lo  England,  and  be  subjected  to  all  the 
bfiffettings  and  cross-examinations,  and 
be  exposed  to  all  the  expenses  ol  making 
an  appeal  to  the  commissioners.  Bj  sub- 
mitting to  all  this  there  was  the  possible 
chance  (said  the  noble  Lord)  of  her  being 
sttccesafol  in  her  appeal.  Now,  perhaps, 
the  noble  Lord  would  allow  him  to  refer 
to  the  169th  clause  of  the  Income-tax 
Act»  by  which  it  was  enacted,  that  any 
person  living  out  of  Great  Britain  who 
wished  to  obtain  redress  on  any  matter 
relating  to  that  act,  might  make  an  affi- 
davit of  the  facts  before  the  competent 
aathorities  where  such  person  resided,  and 
soch  affidavit  might  be  received  by  the 
commiasioners.  It  was,  therefore,  unfor- 
tunate for  the  argument  of  the  noble  Lord, 
that  this  poor  woman  had  no  occasion  to 
come  over  to  England  and  expose  herself 
to  the  baffettings,  cross-examinations,  and 
eipenses  of  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
spoken  ;  for  all  that  was  necessary  for  her 
to  do  was,  to  nuake  an  affidavit,  and  send 
it  to  the  commissioners,  who  would  receive 
it.  He  could  not  answer  for  the  other 
diargea  which  had  been  brought  forward 
by  the  noble  Lord,  but  he  would  say  that 
i^  law  no  injustice  could  be  done  to  any 
party,  beeaase  there  was  a  manifest 
and  easy  remedy  that  might  be  applied 
as  ael  forth  by  the  act  itself.  He  believed 
that  he  had  adverted  to  all  the  topics  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  referred  as 
contained  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne ; 
and  be  regretted  that  he  had  been  obliged 
lo  follow  the  noble  Lord,  because  he  had 
hoped  that  as  the  House  were  unanimous 
io  their  vote  upon  the  Address,  they  would 
have  escaped  what  must  necessarily  be  a 
partial  discussion  only  of  all  those  topics 
which  the  Speech  contained.  There  was, 
however,  one  subject  with  regard  to  which 
the  Doble  Lord  had  expressed  his  regret  at 
its  not  having  been  differently  adverted  to 
in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne.  The  noble 
Lord  said,  he  extremely  regretted  that  the 
disturbances  in  certain  districts  of  the 
coontry  were  adverted  to  in  the  Speech 
only  for  the  purpose  of  declaring  that  it 
waa  the  intention  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  repress  them  by  a  vigorous  exer* 
ciae  of  the  law«  He  knew  of  no  such 
eapresaioa  being  made  ose  of  in  her  Ma- 


jesty's Speech.  On  the  contrary,  there 
was  the  expression  of  satisfaction  that 
the  prompt  interposition  of  the  ordinary 
powers  of  the  law  was  at  the  time  suffi- 
cient to  suppress  those  disorders,  and  that 
upon  the  ordinary  powers  of  the  law  her 
Majesty  confidently  relied  for  the  sup» 
pression  of  them  in  future.  But  he  did 
not  think  the  noble  Lord  was  right  in 
inferring,  or  that  the  noble  Lord  had  a 
right  to  infer,  that  there  were  no  other 
measures  contemplated  by  her  Majesty's 
Government  which  should  have  the  effect 
of  removing  that  which  the  noble  Lord 
manfully  asserted  to  be  the  main  source  of 
those  disorders  and  disturbances,  namely, 
'the  ignorance  and  want  of  education  of 
large  portions  of  the  community.  He  did 
not  think  the  noble  Lord  warranted  in 
drawing  such  an  inference ;  and  he  cor* 
dially  concurred  with  the  noble  Lord  in 
attributing  a  great  portion  of  the  disorders 
and  disturbances  which  had  lately  taken 
place  in  some  districts  of  the  country  to 
the  want  of  sufficient  means  for  the  reli- 
gious and  moral  instruction  of  the  people. 
This,  he  believed,  hsd  been  most  signally 
manifested  in  the  case  of  the  late  distur- 
bances ;  for  those  disturbances  were  more 
rife  in  the  districts  where  the  greatest 
ignorance  prevailed,  and  the  disorders 
were  ^generally  suppressed  with  much 
greater  ease  where  partial  means  existed 
for  giving  the  people  religious  instruction 
and  a  moral  education— whether  by  the 
clergy  of  the  Established  Church,  or  by 
the  ministers  of  dissenting  religious  deno« 
minations.  [Hear.]  He  did  not  think  he 
was  claiming  too  much,  notwithstanding 
the  cheers  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
when  he  said  that  the  difference  of  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  the  people  in  the 
disturbed  districts  arose  from  the  effect 
produced  on  their  minds  through  the 
means  of  religious  instruction  and  moral 
education  afforded  by  the  ministers  of 
the  Church  of  England  as  far  as  their 
means  and  power  extended,  and  that 
their  exertions  did  not  fall  short  of 
those  of  the  ministers  of  any  other  reli« 
gious  denomination.  He  must  thank  the 
House  for  the  patience  with  which  they 
had  listened  to  him.  He  had  not  any  no« 
tion  of  entering  into  a  discussion  on  this 
occasion.  He  had  hoped  that,  as  they 
were  unanimous  in  voting  an  Address  to 
her  Majesty,  there  would  not  have  arisen 
any  difference  of  opinion  even  in  the  way 
of  discussion* 
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Viteoont  Palmertton  thought  the  ez- 

Ktatioo  jusi  expressed    by  the  noble 
rd  wM  fomewhat  onreatonable,     It  was 
onreasooable  for  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
to  expect  on  the  first  day  of  the  Seuion, 
after  the  delivery  of  a  Speech  from   the 
Throne,    embracing  so  many  topics    of 
foreign  and  domestic  policy  as  those  that 
were  treated  of  by  the  present  Speech,  that 
he  should  not  only  have  an  unanimous 
TOte,  but  also  that  he  should  escape  the 
expression  of  a  difference  of  opinion  upon 
the  Address    in   answer  to  that  Speech. 
He  thought  the  noble  Lord  ought  to  have 
been  sufficiently  thankful  for  an  unanimous 
vote  to  have  refrained  expressing  dissatis- 
faction at  some  slight  difference  of  opinion 
upon  some  of  the  topics  contained  in  the 
Speech.     Nor  did  he  think  the  complaint 
jost  that  this  difference  of  opinion  led  to 
partial  discuuions  of  those  topics ;  for  how 
was  it  possible,  in  one  short  night,  that  a 
full  discussion  could  be  gone  into  upon 
even  any  one  of  the  subjects  touched  upon 
ID  the  Speech  ?     Whatever  discussion  took 
place  on  the  first  night  of  the  Session  roust 
of  necessity  be  partial;  the  matter  com- 
plained of  by  the  noble  Loid  was,  therefore, 
an  inevitable  consequence  of  the  nature  of 
thines.    But  if  the  complaint  of  the  noble 
Lord   should  be  considered  well  founded 
he    thought  that  the  notice  which   had 
already  been  g^ven,  and  the  discussions 
which  would  in  all  probability  take  place 
daring  the  present  Session,  would  at  all 
events  satisfy  the  noble  Lord ;  for  he  con- 
sidered it  highly  probable  that  most  of  the 
important  topics  to  which  the  Speech  from 
the  Throne    referred,  would,   when  the 
opportunity  arose,  undergo  full  and  am- 
ple discussion.     The  ri|cht  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  R.  Feel)  had  said,  with  respect  to  the 
first  topic  to  which   the  Speech  related, 
Daroely,  the  Ashburton  treaty,  or,  as  the 
ooble  Lord  who  had  iust  spoken  had  more 
properly — as  he  (Lord  Palmerston)  thought 
-called  it  the  Ashburton  capitulation— 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  said,  with  re- 
spect to  that  topic,  that  if  any  future  op- 
portunity  for  its   discussion    should    be 
afforded,  he  should  be  prepared  to  go  into 
a  full  defence   and  justification    of  that 
treaty.     Now,  undoubtedly,   if  no  other 
Member  should  bring  that  subject  under 
discussion,  he  could  assure  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  that  he  should  afford  him  that  op- 
portunity for  which  he  had  expressed  him- 
self so  anxious.    Therefore  as  the  House 
would  have  the  opportunity  of  hearing  the 


defence  which  her  Majesty's  Goternmeat 
might  have  to  make  of  their  coodoei  io 
respect  to  that  treaty,  and  of  the  coodoci 
of  their  negotiator,  it  would,  perhaps,  be 
wrong  if  he  were  to  follow  the  noble  Lord 
who  had  just  spoken  into  the  details  of  thai 
treaty,  or  into  the  conduct  of  its  nego. 
tiator ;  but  he  could  not  help  saying— aod 
he  meant  no  disrespect  to  Lord  Ashbartoo 
—he  did  full  justice  to  the  UlenUof  thai 
noble  Lord,  and   to  the  high  character 
which  he  had   attained,  and   which    be 
maintained  in  the  opinion  of  bis  covolry- 
men  ;  but  be  must  take  leave  to  say,  that, 
from  particular  circumstances  coooacted 
with  the  opinions,  habits,  and,  he  might 
add,  connections  of  that  noble  Lord,  be 
thought  be  was  the  most  unfit  peraoo  that 
could  have  been  selected  for  so  ioiportaat 
a  mission  ;  and   he  further  thought,  that 
the  result  of  the  negotiation  fully  bore  bim 
out   in   the  opinion  which,  from  the  6ftt 
moment  he  heard  of  the  noble  Lord's  ap- 
pointment, he  had  expressed.     It  was  not 
acting  fairly  by  the  noble  Lord.     Eotcr- 
taining  such  opinions  as  he  wss  known  to 
do    upon    colonial    questions,  and   con- 
nected,  as  he  was  known   to  be,  with 
that  country,   with   which    adversely   he 
had  to    maintain   the  interests  of   Eng- 
land,     the    noble    Lord    was     not    tko 
person  to  be  selected  for  an  appoiotoseot 
which  imposed  upon  him  a  duty  which  ht 
was  not  likely  to  perform  with  credit  to 
himself  or  with  advantage  to  his  country. 
It  was  his  opinion,  therefore,  that  in  this 
respect  her   Majesiy*s   Government  had 
made  a  bad  choice.     He  wouki  not  go 
into  details,  either  with  respect  to  tba 
treaty  or  the  conduct  of  its  negotiator,  as 
both  would  be  better  discussed  at  a  futnra 
opportunity  ;    but  he   really  never  had 
heard  so  weak  a  defence  of  any  measare 
as  that  which  had  been  just  made  by  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Stanley).     In 
the  first  place  the  noble  Lord  had  mis« 
understood,  and  therefore  misrepresented 
the  argument  of  his  noble  Friend  (Lord 
John  Russell),  about  the  boundary  line  of 
the  St.  John's.     His  noble  Friend  did  not 
say  that  in  his  opinion  a  river  boundary 
was  the  best,  but  that  he  would  assome 
that  it  was  the  best ;  and  that  he  would 
take  Mr.  Webster's  argument,  who  had 
said  that  the  river  Madawaska  coold  be 
included ;    and   then   argued    his  nobia 
Friend, 

''If  you  admit  the  arguroeDt  of  Mr.  Web* 
iter,  aod  take  a  boundary  which  would  leave 
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the  Madawuka  settlement  to  Ihe  south  of  the 
Sl  John,  why  did  70a  uot  adhere  to  thai  ac. 
gnmeot?  Why  did  jou  allow  Mr.  Webster  to 
uke  a  latge  portioo  of  land  oo  the  north  of  thi: 
Si.  John,  DOt  bounded  by  aoy  tiver,  or  by  any 
nilnnl  line,  but  bouoded  by  an  arbitrary  lin;; 
not  yet  fixed,  but  one  that  is  to  terminate  in  a 
poiot  to  be  ascertained  by  measurement  not 
jet  made." 

He  believed  tliat  the  end  of  the  line  wag 
■  point  to  be  fouod  withia  a  certain  number 
of  miles  from  the  nearest  suraoiit  of  the 
hilU  of  a  certain  range  of  high  lands.  So 
nDccrtatn  was  the  mallet  thus  left,  thai 
the  two  coaotrieB  might  dispute  about  the 
asceftainment  of  ihat  point  as  long  as  they 
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had  already  been  disputing  about  the 
qnectioD  of  the  boundary  ;  because  it  wa& 
amattar— if  the  two  countries  choose  to 
differ— upon  which  it  might  be  impossible 
for  them  to  come  to  any  agreement.  But 
in  this  caae  there  would  be  no  difference, 
beciuae  whatever  might  be  the  point,  the 
AmeTicaD  commissioner  might  fix  upon,  it 
would  no  doubt  be  acquiesced  in  by  thi 
Britith  Government.  But,  said  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Stanley),  whaiever  might  be 
ibe  opinion  of  Lord  Ashburton  respecting 
Canada,  and  however  favourably  inclined 
he  might  be  to  the  United  States,  that 
opinion  waa  no  reason  why  he  ahi 
agree  to  an  unfavourable  boundary. 

"  BeeanM,"  said  the  noble  Lord,  "  if  you 
want  to  discard  these  colonies,  and  make  them 
iDdependent,  it  is  your  duty  to  lake  care  that 
•ben  tbey  became  indepetident  they  should 
bave  Ihe  very  beit  boundary." 

He  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord,  and 
considered  that  that  was  the  best  ground 
opoo  which  the  treaty  was  to  be  justified. 
If  they  looked  to  the  Canadian  provinces, 
with  a  view  to  maintain  them  as  provinces 
against  any  assailant,  and  which  his  noble 
PiieDd(LordJ,Rus8ell)  said  was  the  inten. 
lion  of  the  Government  of  which  he  was  a 
Henber — ^it  then  became  of  no  great  mo- 
»eDl,  as  a  matter  of  argument,  as  to  what 
^KMild  be  the  given  frontier  or  not,  be- 
cau«  if  the  provinces  should  be  attacked, 
England  would  come  in  and  make  good 
their  defence;  bat  if  they  contemplaieiJ, 
or  if  Lord  Aahburton  contemplated,  the 
pouibiiity,  or  the  probability  of  theit  be- 
coming independent,  it  was  then  ten  limes 
more  incumbent  upon  him  to  carefully  see 
ihat  ihe  boundary  was  such  that  would 
enable  them  to  maintain  their  independ* 
ence,  and  secure  themselves  against  attack. 
Now  be  thought  that  ihe  bonndary  which 
had  been  filed  upon  gave  the  UniledStBtei 
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the  advantage  ground,  and  a  salient  mint 
of  attack  against  Canada.  It  placed  the 
United  States  within  a  short  distance  of 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  in  a  manner 
put  the  province  of  Canada  in  a  situation 
highly  iujuHous,  if  ever  unfortunately  the 
North  American  provinces  should  be  de- 
tached from  England,  and  should  be  at 
war  with  the  United  States.  But  he  would 
not  press  this  matter  further,  except  by 
saying  that  he  thought  the  treaty  and  the 
""nditions  of  it,  and  the  manner  in  which 
■■  negotiations  had  been  conducted,  were 
clear  proofs  either  of  a  great  want  of  ca- 
pacity of  the  Government,  or  of  the  nego- 
tiator, or  of  great  and  culpable  indifference 
to  the  national  interests.  He  next  ap- 
proached the  topic  of  China.  There,  un- 
doubtedly, he  was  ready  and  willing  to 
concur  in  the  most  cordial  manner  in  the 
congratulations  which  the  Address  pro- 
posetl  to  convey  to  her  Majesty  on  the 
termination  of  the  war.  It  would,  indeed, 
be  strange  if  he  and  his  former  colleagues 
in  office  did  not  share  in  the  joy  which 
had  been  expressed  at  the  happy  termina- 
tion of  that  war,  seeing  that  the  responsi- 
bility of  originating  that  contest  rested  on 
their  heads  ;  seeing  that  the  officers  whose 
skin  had  conducted  the  operations  to  a 
successful  termination  had  been  chosen 
and  sent  out  by  them ;  that  the  general 
scope  of  the  operations,  and  the  point, 
which  had  been  very  happily  designated 
the  true  point  of  attack  by  the  noble  Lord 
who  had  so  distinguished  himself  by  his 
public  documents  and  proclamations,  had 
been  their  own  suggestion  at  the  very 
outset  of  the  struggle  ;  that  the  means  by 
which  success  had  been  obtained  had  been  . 
either  sent  out  by  the  Government  of 
which  he  had  the  honour  of  forming  a  part, 
ijr  had  been  applied  by  ihe  Governor-ge- 
neral appointed  by  them,  and  intrusted 
more  particularly  with  the  superintend. 
once  of  the  operations  and  with  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  necessary  means  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  end  in  view;  and 
considering  that  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty  entered  into,  as  far,  at  least,  as  he 
had  been  informed,  were  the  identical  sti- 
pulations, as  nearly  as  possible  originally 
sent  out  by  the  late  Government  as  terms 
to  be  insisted  on  with  the  Chinese  Go- 
vernment, he  could  not  do  otherwise  than 
L'oncur  in  the  congratulations  which  it  was 
proposed  to  present  to  her  Majesty  on  the 
liappy  termination  to  which  this  contest 
had  lately  been  brought.  He  rejoiced  the 
more,  because  h«  could  not  but  Kmembet 
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the  tanDtt  vith  wfaidi  tbey  were  net  at 
the  oonmeocenieDt  of  thie  war,  which 
wai  theo  characterised  hj  hoo.  GeotleflBeii 
oppoaite  as  a  desperate  attempt  to  eoter  oo 
a  oooteat  with  a  third  of  the  homao 
race,  inhahittDg  a  coantnr  situated  at  the 
opposite  end  of  the  world,  the  result  of 
which  could  be  no  other  than  disfrrace. 
The  noble  Lord  who  had  jast  sat  down, 
(Lord  Stanley)  had  stated  last  Session 
that  where  such  a  contest  would  end  no  nuin 
OQuld  by  possibility  foresee.  Undoubtedly 
he  could  not  but  rejoice  to  hare  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  his  conmtulations  on 
such  an  event ;  and  in  so  doing  he  could 
assure  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  that  he 
garc  them  all  the  credit  they  deserved,  for 
having  conducted  a  war  of  which  they 
originally  disapproved  to  a  termination, 
with  as  much  vigour  as  though  they  had 
been  the  parties  originally  engaged  in  it. 
And  now  with  respect  to  India.  He  folly 
ooncuned  in  the  observations  which  had 
been  forcibly  addressed  to  the  House  by 
his  noble  Friend.  Every  man  must  re- 
joice that  the  operations  undertaken 
vindicating  the  honour  of  the  British 
arms,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  British 
empire  in  Asia,  shoold  have  been  brought 
to  so  triumphant  a  result.  There  was 
no  one  who  would  refuse  to  do  justice 
to  the  men  who  had  directed  these  opera- 
tions. But  he  wished  to  learn  for  he  had 
not  yet  heard,  to  whom  the  direction  of 
those  o|ierations  was  to  be  ascribed.  Was 
their  gratitude  to  be  claimed  on  behalf  of 
the  Governor-general,  or  were  they  simply 
ealled  on  to  express  their  thanks  to  the 
gallant  commanders  who  had  person  illy 
directed  the  military  operations  ?  Towards 
the  close  of  last  Session  he  had  asked  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment whether  or  no  Lord  Ellenbo- 
rough  had  commanded  the  retreat  of  the 
troops  from  beyond  the  Indus«  as  had 
been  reported  ;  and  he  hsd  told  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  that  if  he  did  not  give  him  a 
clear  and  explicit  answer,  he  should  inter- 
pret his  reply  into  an  acknowledgment 
that  the  charge  was  true.  The  answer 
returned  was  ambiguous.  He  was  in- 
formed that  our  troops  were  at  Csndahar 
and  Jellalabad,  and  this  information  was 
accompanied  with  the  assurance  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  that,  as  far  as  he  knew, 
no  retreat  from  beyond  the  Indus  was 
lik«*ly  to  take  place.  Upon  that  state- 
ment he  (l^rd  Falmeri^ton)  had  tiikrn  il 
for  granted  that,  in  fact,  l«ord  Elhnbo- 


rough  bad  otdeifd  the  iBtmt«  Mesnnat  tf 
not,  he  fdt  c«Mi6deBt  that  a  oootradictioB 
would  have  beeo  pot  forth.  Lord  Ellcsi- 
borough,  then,  had  not  ordered  theae 
operations  and,  therefor*,  it  voold  be 
manifestly  unjust  lo  oier  bias  thanka  for 
results  which  had  been  broaght  about  m 
spite  of  his  declarations.  They  nNHt, 
however,  join  with  the  noble  Lord  in  re- 
turning thanks  to  Providence  for  baviog 
rescued  them  from  the  predicaaient  m 
which  they  had  beeo  placed  by  haa  own 
want  of  sagacity.  He  couM  well  conceive 
the  consolation  of  which  this  reBactioo 
must  be  the  source.  He  would  not  weaken 
the  force  of  his  noble  Friend's  obsanm- 
tions,  with  regard  to  the  prodaaaation,  l»y 
making  any  observation  on  the  snfafnct; 
tbev  had  been  a  aoarce  of  astonishinnnt 
to  all,  if  not  a  laughing  atock.  Bnt  ha 
thought  that,  taking  into  conaideration 
the  vast  importance  of  the  Indian  easpire, 
it  was  of  the  highest  nxMnent  that  the  im- 
poriant  trust  of  Governor-general  sbonld 
have  devolved  to  other  hands  than  thoae 
of  a  man  who  had  shown  hissaelf  ao  little 
fit  to  be  trusted.  With  regard  to  the 
other  topics  of  the  speech,  having  rafor* 
ence  to  foreign  affairs,  he  had  itamad 
with  great  satisfaction  that  the  ralatjoas 
between  this  country  and  Rnasia  had  been 
placed  on  an  amicable  footing,  and  that  a 
confident  hope  exiated  that  the  two  coun- 
tries would  be  enabled,  by  their  joint 
interposition,  to  terminate  the  nnhnp^ 
disputes  which  had  exiaied  batwann 
Turkey  and  Persia.  With  regard  to  Sym, 
he  did  not  think  that  the  peace  of  the 
world  was  in  very  great  danger  from  the 
question  now  agitated  amongat  the  float 
powers  of  Europe  with  respect  to  thnt 
country — namely,  whether  the  Maroniiaa 
and  Droaes  should  be  governed  hj  n 
chieftain  taken  from  this  or  that  body,  or 
whether  their  governor  should  be  depend* 
ant  on  a  pacha  or  otherwise.  They  had 
been  told  that  notwithstanding  their 
boasts  respecting  the  tranqaillising  of  the 
East,  their  interference  had  left  nothing 
but  anarchy.  Let  the  condition  of  Syria 
at  that  period,  however,  be  taken  into 
account  At  that  time  the  affairs  of 
Syria  threatened  Europe  with  convniiian 
from  hour  to  hour,  which  waa  a  very 
different  state  of  things  from  that  in 
which  the  question  related  only  to  par* 
ticular  arrangements  in  the  municipal  go- 
veronent  of  the  Ottoman  empire.  Quit* 
ting  foreign    policy,  and  turning  lo  our 
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dofoettic  concerns,  he   could   not  help 
sajfii^,  thai,  ID  common  with  others,  be 
thtred   the  hope   that   some   indication 
would  have  been  given  in  the  Speech  as 
to  the  ioteolions  of  the  Governmeol  with 
regard  to  those  matters  which  had  excited 
so  miKh  interest  in  the  country — namely, 
the  arrangement  of  those  laws  which  re- 
lated to  trade  in  general,  but  especially 
to  com.      It  would,  he   was   convinced, 
have    been   more   satisfactory   to    all    if 
some  clear    and    definite   statement  had 
been  made  by  the   Government  on   the 
sabject,  instead  of  contenting  themselves 
with  Tagne  generalities.    The  noble  Lord 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  asserted  that 
the  hardships  of  which  complaint  bad  been 
asade  respecting  the  oppressive  operation 
of  the  Income-tax  were  occasioned  because 
people  would  not  take  the  trouble  of  read- 
ing the  act  itself,  and  had  stated  that  the 
lady  at  Boulogne  whose  case  had  been 
referred  to,  might  have  accomplished  her 
end  of  receiving  back  the  deduction  made 
from  her  dividend  by  means  of  an  affi- 
davit sworn   at    Boulogne.     The   noble 
Loitly  however,  must  give   him  leave  to 
say  that  this  did  not  meet  the  objection. 
He  would  not   pretend  to  say  that  the 
mle  of  deducting  the   tax   on  all  divi- 
dends alike  could  be  abolished ;  but  there 
was  DO   disputing  the    inconvenience  of 
the  practice,  which  appeared  inherent  in 
the  tax  itself*     Every  one  must,  within  bis 
own  experience,  be  acquainted   with  in- 
stancet  io  which  individuals  deriving  their 
ineomey  which  altogether  did  not  amount 
to  150L  a  year,  partly  from  the  public 
foods,  often  preferred  to    pay    the    tax 
rather  than  enter  upon  the  probably  more 
espeoiive  proceedings  necessary  for  ob- 
taioing  the  amount  deducted.   What  then 
beosine  of  the  boast  that  all  possessing 
less  than  a  certain  income  were  exempt 
Iron  the  tax.     He  would  reserve  till  a 
fiiUire  opportunity  to  discuss  these  matters 
SBore  in  detail,  and  would  content  himself 
with  one  farther  observation  on  the  sub- 
ject with  which  he  had  begun,  namely, 
that  relating  to  America.    It  was  the  great 
boASt  of  tl^se  who  supported  that  treaty, 
that  its  effect  would  be  the  establishment 
between  the  two  countries  of  amicable 
lelationetand  a  good  understanding,  which 
could  not  be  shaken.    How  did  the  recent 
proceedings  of  America,  with  respect  to 
the  Oregon  territory,  justify  this  boast? 
He  wished,  l>efore  he  sat  down,  to  ask  one 
<|BealiOD,  vAicb  perhaps  some  Member  of 


the  Government  would  have  the  kindness 
to  answer.  It  had  been  stated  by  M. 
Guizot  that  the  British  Government  had 
intentions  of  diminishing  the  number  of 
cruisers  employed  last  year  for  the  sup- 
pression of  slavery  by  one  half;  that, 
whereas  last  year  this  country  had  em- 
ployed eighty,  it  was  their  intention  to 
reduce  the  number  to  thirty-nine,  while 
the  French  Government  was  to  increase 
their  force  to  forty  vessels.  This  state- 
ment he  was  inclined  to  think  had  been 
made  under  a  misapprehension.  He  en- 
tertained doubts  as  to  whether  the  num- 
ber employed  last  year  amounted  to 
eighty,  and  he  felt  confident,  moreover, 
that  whatever  might  have  been  the  num- 
ber employed  then,  the  British  Govern- 
ment would  never  have  entertained  inten- 
tions of  reducing  it  by  one  half.  He 
thought  also  that  the  restriction  as  to 
quitting  the  appointed  stations  could  not 
be  complied  with  consistently  with  a 
faithful  discharge  of  duty  on  the  part  of 
the  officers  employed.  He  wished  to  bear, 
at  the  same  time,  an  answer  to  the  question 
put  by  his  noble  Friend,  as  to  whether 
orders  had  been  given  to  our  cruisers 
with  regard  to  vessels  sailing  under  foreign 
flags,  under  suspicious  circumstances,  with 
a  view  to  ascertaining  their  nationality. 

Sir  R»  Peel :  I  presume  I  must  answer 
the  questions  put  to  me  by  the  noble  Lord. 
I  regret  that  I  have  not  an  opportunity  of 
entering  into  more  detail.  I  did  not  rise 
until  I  thought  the  debate  was  about  to 
be  brought  to  a  close.  It  is  because  I 
cannot  infringe  the  orders  of  the  House, 
that  I  do  not  now  vindicate  my  noble 
Friend  the  Governor-general  from  what  I 
may  venture  to  call  the  aspersions  cast 
upon  him.  I  must  limit  myself  to  an- 
swering the  question  put  to  me  by  the 
noble  Lord.  I  apprehend  that  there  is  no 
foundation  for  saying  that  the  British 
Government  has  contracted  to  reduce  the 
number  of  cruisers  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
or  is  about  to  reduce  the  number.  The 
statement  to  which  the  noble  Lord  refers 
was  that,  whereas  we  bad  eighty  cruisers 
on  the  coast  of  Africa  last  year,  we  now 
intend  to  reduce  them  to  only  half.  That, 
I  believe,  is  an  error:  eighty  warrants 
were  granted,  and  hence  it  seems  to  have 
been  assumed  that  eighty  ships  were  em- 
ployed. I  am  informed  that  last  year  we 
had  fifty  cruisers,  and  that  this  year  we 
have  forty-nine  cruisers.  I  speak  from 
memory  only,  but  I  think  I  am  right. 
F2 
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Then  with  respect  to  the  treaties,  it  has 
been  said,  that  some  articles  of  the 
treaties  of  1831  and  1833  have  not  been 
observed  by  either  party,  but  that  is  a 
very  different  matter  to  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  policy  of  those  treaties.  The 
fair  esecution  of  the  treaties  is  certainly 
what  France  has  a  right  to  require,  and 
the  right  of  search  within  particular 
latitudes  has  been  carried  into  effect  in 
compliance  with  the  strict  letter  of  the 
treaties.  As  to  the  orders  given,  I  am  not 
aware  that  there  has  been  any  alteration : 
there  have  been  complaints  as  to  the 
manner  of  executing  the  orders,  and  this 
country  has  declared  its  intention  to 
execute  them  in  a  way  consistent  with 
the  rights  of  other  countries.  Those  or- 
ders are  now  under  revision,  by  parties, 
at  the  noble  Lord  admits,  most  competent 
to  the  duty,  but  what  1  have  already  said 
will  be  sufficient  to  show  that  it  is  not 
the  intention  of  the  Government  of  this 
country,  by  any  modification  of  the  or- 
ders, to  change  their  substantial  etfect. 
This  is  all  that  the  forms  of  the  House 
will  allow  me  to  say  upon  the  present 
occasion. 

Sir  R.  Inglis  observed,  that  his  noble 
Friend  (Lord  Stanley)  had  deprecated  the 
premature  discussion  of  the  policy  of  the 
Governor-general  of  India  :  but,  notwith- 
standing this  implied  rebuke  to  those  who 
introduced  matters  affecting  personal  cha- 
racter, he  thought  that  he  should  not  dii- 
charge  his  duty  if  he  suffered  the  debate 
to  close  without  showing  that  one  Mem- 
ber on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House 
(he  hoped  many  would  concur  with  him) 
censured  the  character  of  at  least  one  of 
the  proclamations  of  the  Governor-general. 
For  four  days  he  had  indulged  the  ho(>e 
that  it  was  not  genuine  ;  and,  although 
something  had  bt^en  said  about  the  smilcH 
and  lauf^hier  with  which  it  had  been  re- 
ceived,  he  apprehended  that  it  would  ex- 
cite a  very  different  fefling  in  a  Christian 
people.  He  was  |>ersuaded,  that  it  wax 
a  proclamation  which  no  Mahometan  (vo- 
vernor-general  would  have  issued.  He 
begged  to  repeat  his  conviction  that  no 
Mahometan  Governor-general  would  have 
paid  such  respect  to  Indian  idolatry,  or 
such  disrespect  to  his  own  true  faith.  He 
did  not  mean  to  pre-judge  the  general 
question  of  the  Indian  administration  of 
Lord  Ellenborough ;  but  he  had  heard  it 
uid,  on  a  former  occasion,  by  a  secretary 
to  the  India  Board,  that  it  was  not  fit  to 


separate  the  respootibility  of  the  Gofers- 
meot  at  home,  and  of  the  Ooveroor- 
general,  with  reference  to  the  wars  ia 
Affghanistan  and  China,  and  he  agreed 
in  this  sentiment.  The  noble  Loid  had, 
however,  himself  prejudged  the  subject, 
when  he  talked  of  the  basest  treache^  of 
the  puppet,  whom  the  former  Govemmenl 
had  set  up.  Without  going  into  the  ques- 
tion now,  be  trusted  that  the  noble  Se- 
cretary would  perform  bis  procniae  of  liy« 
ing  before  the  House  all  the  neoeiaary 
documents,  and  would  not  withhold  either 
of  the  two  proclamations  to  which  refer- 
ence bad  been  made.  With  one  of  them 
he  did  not  now  mean  to  meddle,  though 
he  thought  he  could  answer  his  noble 
Friend,  even  with  regard  to  that;  but 
with  regard  to  the  other,  if  there  were 
that  identity  of  responsibility,  which  had 
been  talked  of  in  the  instance  of  Lord 
Glenelg,  the  present  Government,  he  ap- 
prehended, would  have  some  difficulty  ia 
justifying  it.  At  present,  he  limited  hion- 
self  to  that  proclamation,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  laid  upon  the  Table,  accom- 
panied by  all  the  documents  necessary  to 
explain  it.  It  had  been  considered  by 
the  great  body  of  this  Christian  people,  a 
most  unhappy  exhibition  of  the  talents  for 
Government  of  the  noble  Lord  al  the 
head  of  affairs  in  India.  He  would  do 
that  noble  Lord  the  justice  to  say,  that  be 
was  about  the  last  man  from  whom  be 
should  have  expected  such  a  document, 
and,  as  he  had  said,  for  some  tiase  he 
ho(>ed  that  some  mystification  bad  taken 
place  on  the  subject.  He  recollected, 
that  not  three  weeks  t)efore  a  proclaiMi- 
tion,  or  rather,  not  a  proclamation  in  the 
technical  sense  of  the  word,  but  an  ad- 
dreu  had  been  promulgated  by  the  same 
noble  l^rd  which  deserved  the  higbesl 
praise:  it  called  upon  all  the  clergy  to 
join  with  their  congregations  in  prayer 
and  thanksgiving  for  the  temporal  bene- 
fits arising  from  and  for  the  successtes 
which  had  attended  our  arms  in  Affghan- 
istan and  China.  The  nature  of  that  ad- 
dress had  led  him  to  believe  that  the  same 
mind  which  had  diciatrd  the  one  could 
not  have  l>een  guilty  of  the  other.  He 
fell,  that  su:h  blessings  as  had  attended 
the  result  ofithe  wars  in  Affghanistan  and 
China  could  hardly  have  been  expected : 
but  they  had  been  received,  and  we  could 
not  be  too  thankful  to  (tod  and  to  bis 
good  Providence.  His  noble  Friend  (Lord 
Stanley)  had  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
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good  taste  of  some  parts  of  the  proclama- 
tioD  would  not  be  discussed  ;  but  he  hoped 
that  DO  man  would,  in  any  way,  identify 
himself  with  the  spirit  of  one  of  those  do- 
cuments. That  was  not  a  question  of 
taste,  but  a  much  more  important  matter, 
and  the  House  ought  to  come  to  a  distinct 
declaration  upon  it,  that  the  man  who  had 
issaed  it,  ought  not  to  possess  the  confi- 
dence of  the  country.  He  begged  to  ask, 
whether  Lord  Ellenborough  governed  Hin- 
doos only.  Did  he  not  govern  Maho- 
metans also?  Gould  the  Mahometans 
look  witb  satisfaction  at  the  evidence, 
now  made  historical,  that  a  former  con- 
qaest  on  their  part  had  been  reversed. 
Lord  Ellenborough  had  made  it  a  reli- 
gious question,  it  was  not  a  trophy  of 
victory,  but  he  called  upon  all  the  princes 
to  receive  what  was  brought  as  a  triumph 
of  their  religion,  and  he  told  them  that 
wrongs  of  800  years'  standing  were  now 
redressed.  Within  the  next  fortnight,  the 
whole  subject  of  the  occupationofAffghan- 
istan,  and  the  policy  of  the  war,  would  be 
brought  before  the  House;  upon  that  topic 
be  would  not  presume  to  enter,  but  whe- 
ther that  policy  was  right  or  wrong,  he 
apprehended  that  both  sides  could  enter- 
tain but  one  opinion  upon  the  proclama- 
tJOD  to  which  he  had  adverted.  He  had 
BOt  been  the  first  to  refer  to  it,  but  had  no 
other  Member  mentioned  it,  he  should 
have  considered  it  his  duty  to  speak  of  it, 
and  to  express  the  strong  objections  he 
entertained  to  it. 

Mr.  ViUiers  said,  that  he  would  not 
detain  the  House,  for  he  observed  its 
patience  was  exhausted ;  and  if  it  was 
Dot»  he  could  hardly  claim  it,  for  he  was 
not  going  to  talk  of  foreign  policy,  or  of 
sandal-wood  gates,  or  of  other  topics 
which  had  engaged  their  attention  that 
night ;  but  having  heard  something  of  the 
suffering,  and  much  of  the  opinions  of  large 
portions  of  the  people  at  home,  he  could  not 
taffer  the  debate  to  close  without  express- 
ing his  surprise,  which  on  their  part, 
would  be  a  stronger  feeling,  at  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  and  the  explanation 
given  of  it  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  He 
coald  hardly  believe  that  persons  who  did 
not  wish  to  offend  the  feelings  or  disre- 
gard the  sufferings  of  the  people,  could 
take  so  peculiar  a  view  of  both  as  he 
concluded  was  done  by  the  Government, 
for  them  to  have  so  commenced  the  ses- 
sioD.  His  own  impression  was,  that  the 
Mcrifice  of  property  and  the  suffering  of 


the  people  had  been  gradually  increasing, 
continued  to  increase,  and  that  no  pros- 
pect of  improvement  whatever  was  offered. 
He  believed  that  the  people  had  studied 
and  had  now  satisfied  themselves  of  the 
causes  and    the    remedies  for    the    evil, 
and  that  they   were    calling    loudly  for 
redress.  The  Government  could  only  sup- 
pose that  they   were  not  suffering,   that 
trade  was  reviving,  and  that  no  remedy 
was  needed.     The  Speech  seemed  to  treat 
with  studied  indifference  the  whole  condi- 
tion, the  feelings,  and    opinions  of  the 
people;    it   would    have   this   advantage, 
however,  if  the  people  were  really  in  the 
state  he  believed  them,  namely,  becoming 
hourly,  in  greater  numbers,  more  destitute 
— that  it  would  manifest  their  sense  of 
this    mode   of  being   treated.      On    the 
contrary,  if  they  were,  as  the  Government 
supposed,  improving,    they  would  admit 
the  truth,  no  doubt,  and  be  satisfied.     He 
still  believed  that  the  proceedings  of  this 
evening  would  be  deemed  cold-blooiled 
and  heartless,  and   an  opinion  would  be 
expressed   to  that  effect    throughout  the 
kingdom.      He  had   listened   to  discover 
if  a  ray  of  hope  had  been  elicited  from  any- 
thing that   the   right  hon.   Baronet  had 
said — he  had  listened  in   vain.     Even  on 
the   point  where  it  was  expected,  namely, 
in  the  passage  that  referred   to  measures 
affecting    domestic     policy    said    to    be 
intended  to   be  brought  under  considera- 
tion, he  did  not  interpret  them  as  having 
reference  \o  any  extension  of  the  trade. 
Did    the   hon.    Baronet  doubt    that   the 
opinion  for  the  change  of  the  Corn-laws 
hourly  increased  ?     Can  he  doubt  that  the 
opinion  which   he  expressed  last  year  in 
favour  of  free   trade,  and  declaring  the 
wisdom  of  nations  acting  upon  the  rule 
observed  in  private  dealing  of  buying  in 
the  cheapest  and    selling  in  the  dearest 
markets,  greatly  heightened    the   feeling 
against  such  a  restriction  on  trade  as  the 
Corn-law.  The  noble  Lord  (Lord  Stanley) 
asked   what    would    satisfy   the   League, 
and  seemed  to  think  it  an  excuse  for  not 
dealing  with  the  law  that  they  could  not 
be  satisfied.     He  would  tell  them  that  he 
believed  that  nothing  would   satisfy  them 
but  an  entire  repeal  of  the  law,  and  it  was 
his  deliberate  belief  that  that  opinion  was 
gaining    ground   every    hour,    and    that 
ultimately,   if   not  speedily,  the   League 
would  succeed  :  if  anything  would  give  it 
an  impetus  it  would  be  what  had  passed 
this  evening.    Gentlemen  might  laugh| 
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they  had  a  right  to  their  opinion,  and  bo  tended  that  th«  people    had   now 

had  he  to  his.    They  leemed  to  think  that  through  that,  and  thai  all  the  talk  abo«t 

the  people  were  not  tuflPering  and  ought  Christianity  and  a  desire  to  coovwt  the 

not  to  be  relieved ;  he  thought  their  sufier-  Chinese  from  Paganism  to  the  faith  oC  tkm 

ings  were  great,  and  that  they  would  soon  country  would  fall  Terr  flat  upon  thoM 

insist  on  the  remedy.    There  were  signs  who  saw  sach  a  practical  illustralkNi  of 

in  every  village,  town,  and  hamlet  in  the  anti-chrtslian  spirit  and  fealiog  as  iIm  tax 

country,  of  the  progress  it  was  making,  on  the  people's  food,  whereby  the  cas* 

That    gentleman    (Mr.    Ferrand)    might  ployment  of  their  iodoslry  waa  piefeated, 

laugh ;  he  had  better  bring  proof  to  the  and  all  for  the  sake  of  adding  to  their  oivn 

contrary  if  be  could.     Did  he  see  nothing  fortunes.     Yes,  that  was  the  effect  of  iIm 

in  what  had  lately  happened  in  the  north.  Corn-law,  and  one  of  its  conseqncnoea  ia 

The  hon.  Member's  old  Friend,  the  Mem*  now  admitted   by  the  head  of  a  collcgn 

her  for  Stockport,  who  was  said  to  hold  at  Oxford,  for  he  says  that    there  mm 

extreme  opinions  on  this   subject,    bad  nearly  10,000,000  of  people  who  ara  nn* 

been  invited  to  Scotland,  has  had  muni-  able  to  eat  wheaten  bread.   [Mr.  Ferremd: 

cipal  honours  conferred  on  him  in  all  the  Oh  !]    Why  he  is  one  of  yonr  own  frienda, 

great  towns  and  cities  of  that  country,  and    stated    it    in  the  presencn  of   tkn 

What,  did  they  think  that  they  scattered  Member  for  Buckingham,   now  present* 

their  honours  about  indiscriminately,  not  With  such  a  fact  before  the  world  then, 

heeding  to  whom  they  gave  them  ?   Why,  10,000,000  of  people  wanting  better  iDodt 

if  he  was  not  mistaken,  there  were  persons  better  food  in  abundance  to  be  had,  nod 

who  had  not  been  so  fortunate  in  obtain-  '  the  legislature,  for  sinister  purpoaea,  ataad- 

ing  the  similar  honour.     He  knew  that  ing  between  them  and  the  food,  kaowkif 

hon.  Gentlemen  felt  it  was  a  moat  striking  well  that  if  this  law  was  repealedt  tbens 

and  instructive  fact  as  to  the  advance  the  would  instantly  be  more  work,  nsoce 

question  had  made,  and  he  asked  them  ployment,   less  misery,  destitntioo, 

coolly  to  consider  what  would  be  the  ef«  crime,    with    which    the     conntry 

iectof  this  Speech,  this  utter  contempt  for  abounded;  if  they  wanted  to  satisly  tiM 

their  opinion  and  interest,  which  it  really  people  and  reconcile  them  to  their  loC«aBdl 

manifested.     Would  they  be  reconciled  to  make  them  satisfied  with  the  pronMse  to 

nothing  being  done  by  stale  sentimenta*  do  nothing,  these  facts  nnst  be  disproved* 

lity   about    their   suffering    and    paiient  for  as  long  as  they  existed,  tbeirChria* 

endurance.     Why  he  was  astonished  to  tianity  and  their  professed  inability  to  ghre 

hear  the  same  old  fallacy  and  stuff  brought  relief  would  be  doubted.    Thaa  nigbt,  na 

out  again  this  night  that  had  really  been  regarded   legislative  remedy,  seemed   nS 

exploded  before  the  end  of  the  last  Ses-  present  to  leave  the  people  withoet  hope, 

sk>n;  they  had  the  old  proof  that  there  it  would,  render,  however,  the  aospleat  die* 

was  not  much  suffering,  as  the  savings'-  cuMion  as  to  their   whole  condition  iIm 

banks  were  flourishing;  why  it  had  been  more  necessary. 

shown  over  and  over  again  that  that  proved  Viscount    Howick    concurred    in    tiM 

nothing  as  to   the  state  of  the  working  opinion  that  much  disappointoMOt  wooU 

population,  for  the  deposits  were  very  often  be  occasioned   by   the   Speech  froos  tiM 

made   by  domestic  servants,  and  others.  Throne,  and  by  the  commentary  of  tke 

not  poor  people,  and  then  the  hon.  Baro-  right  hon.  Baronet  upon  it.     He  fiof  owe 

net  again  told  them  that  protection  was  had  not  been  sanguine  aa  to  the  intentiooe 

the  rule  in  this  country,  and  reasoned  as  of  Government,  but  there  waa  no  Oenlle- 

if  it  was  therefore  to  be  upheld.     Why  man  who  knew  how  long,  and  to  what  n 

he    must    repeat  what  he  had    said   so  degree  distress  had  prevailed,  not  only  in 

often,  that  protection  was  the  rule  as  far  as  the  manufacturing,  but  in  the  agrienltnral 

some  cl<isses  were  concerned  ;  but  that  for  dbtricts,  who  would  not  say  that  the  tiese 

protection   to   be  vindicated    it   must  be  was  now  come  when,  diacardiof  all  pesty 

universal,  and  that  they  had   no  right  to  considerations,  it  waa  the  dnty  of  ibe  ad* 

protect   the    proprietary   classes   without  ministration  to  look  the  diflk:eltiee  MIy 

also  protectini;  the  working  classes!  and  ami  fairly  in  the  face,  with  the  view  of 

that  it  was  notorious,  that  a^  protection  adopting  some  measures  for  the  removnl 

must  be  at  the  expense  of  somebody,  it  of  them.     In   a  natural   slate  of  thmge 

could  not  be  universal.    The  land  was  pro*  such  distress   coold  not  cooUooe«  at  ell 

tacted  but  not  tbe  labour ;  and  be  con*  evenu  after  a  lurteat  wUcb  the  n|^ 
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Bftfonel  bad  nid  was  particularly  favour- 
able, and  wbichy  it  must  be  admittedt  was 
ao  average  barvest.  This  fact  showed 
tbat  there  must  be  something  faulty  in  the 
ovganizalioii  of  aociety-^omething  which 
osgbt  to  be  corrected  for  the  relief  of  the 
sofetog  people.  When  he  first  heard 
the  Speech  ffom  the  Throne  he  had  formed 
the  iotention  of  giving  an  early  notice,  in 
Older  that  the  House  might  have  an  op- 
portiraity  of  considering  whether  the  pre- 
vailing  distress  must  be  allowed  to  conti- 
noe,  or  whether  any  means  could  be  found 
of  putting  an  end  to  it ;  whether  it  could 
be  safely  longer  neglected,  and  left  to  the 
operation  of  time  and  circumstances,  or 
whether  an  attempt  should  be  made  to 
relieve  it.  It  had  been  his  intention  to 
give  such  a  notice ;  but  another  Member 
had  pot  one  upon  the  books  in  general 
Vums,  and  he  was  ready  to  wait  in  order 
toaee  how  far  it  might  fall  in  with  his 
views.  If  it  did  not,  he  should  on  some 
fotare  day  bring  the  subject  to  a  distinct 
and  aab^Btive  vote.  With  regard  to 
other  topics  in  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  adverting  to  foreign  policy,  he 
expreesed  his  entire  concurrence  in  what 
had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Halifax,  and  be  would  only  add  with 
legard  to  India  that  the  noble  Lord  oppo- 
site (Loid  Stanley)  bad  attacked  without 
adeqaate  reason,  the  conduct  of  his  noble 
Friml  (Lord  John  Russell),  in  animad- 
lerting  apon  some  parts  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Qovemor^eoeral.  The  value  of  a 
vote  like  that  to  be  proposed  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  much  enhanced  by  its 
aaanimity,  and  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  information  and  explanation 
shoold  be  given  before  the  House  could 
be  czpecisd  to  concur  in  such  a  resolution. 
He  concurred  with  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
R.  Ii^ts),  tbat  in  the  first  place  the  pro- 
elamations  should  be  laid  upon  the  Table, 
and  next  the  despatches  which  had  been 
seoi  out  by  Ministers,  or  by  the  East 
lodia  Company,  for  the  House  had  a 
right  to  know  the  views  taken  on  the 
aabiecC  on  this  side  of  the  water.  As  to 
the  proclanKition  regarding  the  sandal- 
wood gates,  it  was  difficult  to  conceive 
how  any  exfdanation  could  be  offered 
which  would  remove  the  strong  objections 
to  it.  Exception  might  also  be  fairly 
taken  to  the  other  proclamation,  and  here 
ht  trisbed  to  notice  a  mistake  into  which 
fkt  noUa  Lord  (Lord  Stanley)  had  fallen, 
of  wlMtt  had  beeu  stated  by 


his  noble  Friend  (Lord  J.  Russell).  The 
noble  Lord  had  asked  who  was  the  cause 
of  the  existing  anarchy  in  AfFghanistan, 
but  those  whose  policy  had  created  the 
war  ?  But  his  noble  Friend  (Lord  John 
Russell)  had  not  complained  of  the 
anarchy,  but  that  the  proclamation  was 
wilfully  calculated  to  promote  and  per- 
petuate it.  Another  point  which  must  be 
cleared  up  before  the  House  could  agree 
unanimously  to  a  vote  of  thanks^  related 
to  the  excesses  committed.  The  noble 
Lord,  consistently  with  the  humanity  and 
generosity  of  his  nature,  had  expressed 
himself  in  becoming  terms  upon  that  sub- 
ject, but  it  remained  to  be  seen,  and  a 
most  serious  question  it  was,  how  far  the 
commanders  of  the  troops  had  exerted 
themselves  to  repress  the  excesses  of  the 
troops^  or  of  the  camp-followers.  What 
countenance  or  discountenance  had  been 
given  to  those  outrages  by  persons  in  au- 
thority, and  particularly  whether  any  and 
what  orders  had  been  issued  for  the  de- 
struction of  the  bazaar  at  Cabool  \  Was 
it  a  gratuitous  and  wanton  act,  or  was  it 
warranted  by  superior  orders,  and  how  far 
was  the  Governor-general  implicated  in 
this  and  other  transactions?  If  sQlJ^^fifu 
tisfactory  explanation  were  not  fui^rijiill^^ 
upon  these  points,  a  deeper  stain  w6i^: 
be  cast  upon  the  British  arms  and  c^h4- 
racter  than  by  any  disasters  however 
great  and  lamentable.  Besides  plausi- 
ble speeches,  therefore,  much  documen- 
tary evidence  would  be  necessary,  and 
lie  earnestly  hoped  for  the  sake  of  all 
parties  tbat  the  whole  matter  might  be 
satisfactorily  explained.  No  man  would 
be  more  ready  than  he  was  to  pay  every 
just  tribute  to  the  gallantry  of  our  troops, 
when  once  it  was  established  that  their 
weapons  had  not  been  stained  by  the 
needless  effusion  of  human  blood. 

Mr.  Hume  would  not  have  spoken,  had 
not  some  of  the  sentiments  of  his  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Villiers)  been  received  by  the 
other  side  of  the  House  in  a  manner  so  ex- 
traordinary. Before  he  went  further,  he 
would,  however,  discharge  the  pleasing 
duty  of  expressing  his  satisfaction  at  the 
conclusion  of  our  differences  with  America. 
Upon  this  point  he  fliflfered  from  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  John  Russell),  because  he  be- 
lieved that  the  treaty  would  have  the 
effect  of  placing  two  countries,  which 
never  should  have  been  estranged,  upon 
the  most  amicable  footing.  He  admitted 
tbat  he  was  one  of  those  who  had  ex* 
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pressed  objection  to  the  appoiotment  of 
Lord  Athburton.  The  public  prinu  had 
stated  grounds  of  objection,  and  he  par- 
ticipated in  them,  but  be  was  bound  to 
say  that,  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
noble  Lord  had  conducted  the  negotiations 
he  had  brought  to  a  successful  termination, 
he  (Mr.  Hume)  had  changed  his  opinions. 
The  noble  Lord  had  shown  the  greatest 
temper,  judgment,  and  desire  for  concilia- 
tion, and,  he  must  say,  that  there  had  been 
the  same  desire  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Wet>- 
ster.  They  had  restored  that  good  un- 
derstanding which  ought  to  exist  between 
England  and  America.  It  was  true  that 
another  difficulty  had  since  arisen,  but 
surely  we  were  in  a  better  condition  to 
settle  that  difference,  than  if  the  other  had 
not  been  disposed  of?  To  that  extent  he 
could  express  his  approbation  of  Lord 
Ashburton's  conduct.  He  only  regretted 
that  he  had  not  heard,  either  in  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  or  from  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  of  any  measure  to  increase  the 
good  understanding  with  America  in  a 
commercial  way,  to  bring  America  within 
the  range  of  our  manufactures,  and  thus 
make  the  two  countries  mutually  assist 
each  other.  He  said  for  one,  that  relief 
to  England  and  America  must  come  from 
the  renewal  of  commercial  transactions, 
and  from  a  good  understanding  existing 
between  both.  Therefore  it  was,  that  he 
expressed  his  regret  at  finding  no  hope 
held  out  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  He 
also  said,  that  the  settlement  of  the  China 
and  Aflfghan  wars  was  extremely  fortunate 
for  this  country.  He  cared  not  by  whose 
orders  the  treaty  with  China  was  settled. 
Of  the  war,  a  year  ago,  no  roan  in  that 
House  would  say  what  were  the  prospects ; 
but  looking  at  the  drafts  made  on  our 
finances,  and  the  necessity  it  imposed  of 
additional  taxation,  he  must  say  that  the 
treaty  of  peace  was  favourable  in  every 
point  of  view.  He  would  not  enter  into 
the  consideration  whether  the  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  would  pay  the  expense  of 
the  war,  t>ecausc  if  it  had  continued  for 
two  or  three  years  more,  we  should  have 
had  to  provide  a  much  larger  sum.  He 
hoped  the  peace  would  be  permanent,  and 
that  (tovcrnment  would  take  good  care 
that  those  who  were  sent  out  as  commer- 
cial residents  to  manage  alfairs  there  would 
not  allow  them  to  bo  mismanaged  as  they 
formerly  were.  Much  would  depend  upon 
the  prudence  of  the  commercial  residents, 
and  be  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  we 


should  not  derive  all  the  beoeiita  to  which 
we  were  entitled  from  the  Chinese  treaty, 
unless  the  Government  saw  that  the  com- 
mercial arrangements  were  properly  at* 
tended  to.  No  |»t>ceedings  of  the  Britiih 
army  bad  done  more  credit  to  the  partiea 
engaged  than  those  which  had  taken  place 
in  China ;  but  let  the  right  hoo.  Barooel 
bear  in  mind  that  our  overpowenog  mc- 
cess  ought  not  to  permit  us  to  insult  the 
nation  which  now  crouched  to  oar  pover. 
He  hailed  the  peace  with  China  as  one 
likely  to  produce  great  benefits  to  ut.  He 
was  sorry  to  hear  any  allusion  to  the 
spreading  of  Christianity  in  that  conotry, 
because  if  the  Chinese  were  to  judge  of 
the  principles  of  our  religion  from  our 
practice  in  China,  they  would  not  he  Terj 
ready  to  receive  it.  He  was  not  one  that 
discredited  the  Affghan  war,  but  he  could 
not  lay  that  the  conduct  of  affairs  there 
reliected  any  credit  upon  us.  He  rejoiced 
at  the  policy  which  had  withdrawn  our 
troops,  but  in  the  withdrawal  they  had 
left  indelible  marks  of  our  character  in 
India  which  would  last  as  long  as  many 
who  then  heard  him  lived.  Having  re-> 
deemed  our  military  character,  which  was 
of  much  more  importance  than  many  sup- 
posed, we  ought  to  have  retired  with  nmg» 
nanimity,  and  as  we  could  not  find  the 
authors  of  the  treachery,  we  ought  to  hate 
left  without  revenging  ourselves  upon  the 
innocent  population.  As  for  the  destrvc* 
tion  of  Cabul,  it  was  an  act  so  barbaroui» 
that  he  could  not  find  anything  like  it 
even  in  the  conduct  of  the  Goths.  He 
was  afraid  that  they  would  not  get  at  who 
were  the  authors  of  the  destruction.  At 
any  rate,  when  they  were  asked  for  a  vote 
of  thanks,  the  House  ought  to  he  furnished 
with  such  information  as  should  leave  oo 
doubt  as  to  who  were  the  authors  of  thew 
evils.  He  feared  that  those  to  whom  he 
would  be  anxious  to  pay  a  bright  meed  of 
praise,  had  been  led  into  a  mistake  for 
which  he  could  scarcely  assign  a  reason. 
lie  hoped  that  no  doubt  would  remain  as 
to  the  authors  of  it,  and  that  the  Govern^ 
ment  would  afford  every  information  to 
enable  the  House  to  form  a  correct  judg* 
ment.  So  much  as  to  foreign  affairs,  the 
aspect  of  which  would  place  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  in  a  situation  to  make  a 
great  reduction  in  the  expenses  which 
were  so  heavy  a  burthen  to  the  country. 
Although  they  had  not  heard  one  word 
from  the  mover  or  the  seconder  of  the 
Address  as  to  tbe  causes  of  this  diitiesii 
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he  woald   tell   them   that  it  arose  from 
ezcessiTe  taxation,  in  addition  to  impo- 
litic prohibition  on  trade  and  commerce. 
These  were  the    causes   which    pressed 
down  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
52,000,000/.  were  exacted  from  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  in   the  year  1842. 
There  had  been  an  addition  of  2,000,000/. 
more   this   year,  raising   the   whole  ex- 
penditure to  56,000,000/.,  but  let  him  tell 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  that  52,000,000/. 
in  the  year  1842  was  a  greater  burthen  on 
the     resources    of    this    country  .  than 
75,000,000/.  would  have  been  seven  years 
before.      The  manufacturers  now   made 
less  profits,  trade  was  less,  every  income 
was  reduced  to  one-half,  and  the  popula- 
tion  was  unemployed.      Heretofore    the 
land  had  paid  nothing  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  country ;  it  had  taken  more  from 
the  commercial  resources  of  the  country, 
much   more  than  it  had  returned.     He 
looked,  however,    upon    the    trade  and 
manufactures  of  this  country  as  the  sources 
of  OUT  wealth.    It  was  owing  to  the  ejects 
of  the  extension  of  our  manufactures  that 
during    the  protracted   struggle  of    the 
French  war  that  this  country  was  enabled 
to  maintain  the  pre-eminent  situation  in 
Europe.     Were   not    the  manufacturers 
now  in  a  state  of  bankruptcy,  from  one 
end  of  ithe  country  to  the  other  ?    Was 
commerce  flourishing?     T^t    the  right 
hon.  Baronet  ask  the  merchants  of  Lon- 
don, of  Liverpool,  or  of  Hull.     Were  not 
their   docks  full  of  ships  unemployed  ? 
Many  manufacturers  were  forced  to  carry 
on   their  works   without    any  profit,  or 
rather  to  suffer  a  loss  than  to  allow  them 
to  stand  still.    What  was  the  return  for 
goods  sent  abroad?     Let  any  merchant 
point  out  to  him  any  articles  they  could 
purchase  abroad  which  would  pay  the  ex- 
penses and  cost  there  except  food,  which 
was  prohibited.     The  right  hon.  Baronet 
was  not  doing  what  he  had  promised,  he 
had  promised  additional  employment  for 
the  people,  but  he  now  told  them  **  You 
must  rest  satisfied,  I  will  not  be  a  party 
to  giving  you  a  tarifi*  every  year,  you  got 
a  tariff  last  year,  there  I  intend  to  stop." 
With  regard  to  com  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet said    not  one    word,  although  he 
knew  that  there  was  no  subject  which  oc- 
cupied the  attention  of  the  British  public 
more  than  the  discussion  of  the  Corn- 
laws.     The  right  hon.  Baronet  admitted 
that  there  was  irregularity  and  uncertainty 


in  the  old  laws,  did  his  measure  of  the  last 
Session,  correct  either  the  irregularity  or 
the  uncertainty  ?  He  told  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  sliding-scale  pre- 
vented what  alone  would  benefit  England, 
for  there  never  would  be  prosperity  here, 
till  there  was  a  trade  in  corn.  If  we  had 
a  trade  in  food,  even  if  it  had  been  sub- 
jected to  a  small  duty,  we  should  now  be 
in  a  state  of  comparative  prosperity. 
What  had  been  done  was  only  a  step 
towards  free  trade.  He  did  not  care  so 
much  for  what  was  commonly  called  free 
trade ;  if  a  duty  of  2s.  had  been  pro- 
posed and  bad  been  carried,  it  would  have 
prevented  much  of  the  present  evil.  Her 
Majesty  was  made  to  say  in  her  Speech : — 

"Her  Majesty  regrets  the  diminished  re- 
ceipts from  some  of  the  ordinary  sources  of 
revenue.  He  Majesty  fears  that  it  must  be  in 
part  attributed  to  the  reduced  consumption  of 
many  articles,  caused  by  that  depression  of  the 
manufacturing  industry  of  the  country  which 
has  so  long  prevailed,  and  which  her  Majesty 
has  so  deeply  lamented." 

He  asked  the  right  hon.  Baronet  what 
measures  he  proposed  to  remove  that  de- 
pression?   The  right  hon.   Baronet  said 
that  he  had  no  measure.     He  did  not 
propose  to  remove  that  protection  which 
he  considered  part  of  the  custom  of  Eng- 
land.    But  hon.  Members  should  know 
that  protection  meant  robbery ;  protection 
to  one  part  was  robbery  of  another ;  he 
therefore  who  was  a  supporter  of  protection 
was  a  supporter  of  robbery.     It  might  be 
a  different  question  if  all  could  be  pro- 
tected.    Why  should  not  the  labour  of  the 
poor  man,  which  was  his  only  capital,  be 
protected  as  well  as  the  capital  of  the 
greater.     His  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Villiers) 
had  asked  the  question  and  bad  received 
no  reply.     He  could  not  look  upon  the 
capital  of  the  poor  man  as  his  industry 
and  labour ;  he  looked  upon  the  capital  of 
the  merchant  as  his  property,  acquired  in 
any  manner  and  honestly  come  by,  and 
so  with  respect  to  landed  property.    After 
the  declaration  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
last  year,  was  it  not  too  much  to  see  him 
that  night  prepared  to  do  nothing?    And 
this  at  a  time  when  distress  was  increasing. 
Every  instance  of  distress  since  he  had 
been  in  public  life  arose  from  speculation^ 
generally  caused  by  the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency.     Excitement    was    produced  by 
over-trading,    and   that  caused  distress, 
which  led  to  a  reduction  of  the  bullion  in 
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the  Bank  of  Engltod  to  two  or  three  mil- 
lioot.  In  the  coflferB  of  the  Bank  now 
there  were  twelve  oiilliont  of  bullion, 
which  thej  were  anxiout  to  get  rid  of. 
Why  was  this  ?  It  arose  from  a  circum- 
stance unknown  in  the  history  of  Eng- 
landy  at  least  in  his  time.  It  was  because 
the  merchant  could  not  send  abroad  and 
recetre  the  staple  articles  of  other  couo. 
tries ;  thej  must  say, ''  Send  us  no  cofiee, 
send  us  no  sugar,  send  us  no  wine ;  let  us 
have  none  of  the  produce  of  any  other 
country— gold  is  the  only  thing  which  we 
can  realise.^  This  was  why  the  coffers  of 
the  Bank  were  full.  Let  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  only  follow  out  the  consequences 
which  must  arise  from  this  state  of  things. 
Let  him  ask  the  ablest  merchants  in  Lon- 
don, **  What  way  can  you  set  rid  of  this 
gold  s'*  and  tbey  would  tell  biro  that  com- 
merce was  so  completely  at  a  stand  that 
thcT  had  no  means  of  carrying  on  a  single 
ezcoange.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  might 
say,  "  This  b  not  my  fault,**  he  said  that 
it  was.  Some  hon.  Gentlemen  said,  "  we 
will  remofe  our  protectiou  when  other 
countries  remove  theirs.**  Why  did  we 
not  set  them  an  example.  Let  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  talked  of  six  hostile  tariffs 
recollect  that,  till  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
altered  our  own,  it  was  worse  than  any, 
except  the  tariffs  of  Russia  and  Spain. 
Let  them  take  Belgium,  Prance  (bad  as  it 
was),  the  German  States,  Sweden,  and 
Denmark — they  were  all  better  than  ours. 
Austria  would  shame  us.  From  the  1st 
of  January,  Austria  had  set  us  the  ex- 
ample, hj  the  reduction  of  the  duties  in 
her  tariff.  Sardinia,  a  country  which  was 
looked  upon  as  scarcely  worth  notice, 
from  the  1st  January  had  adopted  a 
highly  creditable  tariff*,  which  reduced  the 
duties  one  half.  Our  own  commerce  and 
manufactures  had  been  long  hi  a  reduced 
state.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  said,  that 
be  regretted  it.  Then  what  would  he  do 
to  remedy  it  ?  He  stated  last  year  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  give  employment  to  the 
people.  What  single  step  had  he  taken 
to  carry  out  his  promise  ?  He  would  give 
no  relief  to  trade.  No  alteration  in  the 
Corn-laws  would  he  allow.  He  was  one 
that  did  not  think  that  all  the  required 
good  wouM  be  achieved  by  a  free  trade  in 
com.  The  only  good  it  would  effect  would 
be  that  it  would  put  the  whole  world  upon 
one  footing.  The  foreign  manufacturer 
would  have  to  pay  the  same  amount  for 


wages  as  would  be  paid  in  Laaeashiiw. 
The  wages  of  the  English  arttxan  wowM 
not  be  worked  down  to  the  level  ef  those 
on  the  continent.  The  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man,  by  his  conduct,  was  saerifieniff  tbe 
character  he  had  acquired  as  a  Ubenil 
Minbter.  He  t>rongbt  lorwafd  notbiaf. 
He,  indeed,  had  bm  fbolbb  eaovgb  t* 
expect  something.  Many  of  hia  fnsoda 
had  told  him,  "  Yo«  are  depeodhig  wpow 
a  broken  reed.**  Still  he  had  saSl,  •^A 
Minister  has  adopted  these  principles;  it 
is  impossible  he  can  stultify  himself ;  1  mm 
convinced  that  upon  these  pr inciples  aloaa 
England  has  flourished  and  will  flownsb, 
and  I  will  support  him.'*  The  right  bow. 
Baronet  had  not  proposed  aaytbmg.  Lei 
the  House  bear  in  mind  that  wbeo  Lonl 
John  Russell  said  he  could  not  cairy  tboee 
measures  which  he  thought  oeoeesarr,  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  told  him,  **  n  yow 
could  not  carry  the  measmes  which  yow 
thought  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the 
country,  you  ought  to  have  lesigiied*'* 
Might  he  not  retort  upon  the  rigbl  how. 
Baronet,  "  If  you  cannot  carry  out  jom 
principles,  why  do  you  not  resign  ?*  He 
would  like  to  see  any  GenUemao  oo  llM 
(the  Ministerial)  side  of  the  Howee  whm 
would  take  his  place.  The  people 
dying  by  hundreds  from  dieei 
from  want.  The  right  hon.  Baroael 
be  satisffed  that  this  arose  tnm  the  Com* 
laws;  and  if  there  was  any  one  tbmg 
more  essential  than  another  for  the  tight 
boo.  Baronet  to  look  to,  it  was  the  stale  of 
the  country  brought  oo  by  these  la«e« 
which  made  starvation,  disease,  and  death 
very  general.  He  believed  that  the  riglH 
hon.  Baronet  knew  this,  and  therefaiw  be 
appealed  to  him.  If  the  oMrchanta  al» 
lowed  this  to  go  on  they  ought  to 
if  the  shipping  interests  did  not 
ward  to  remove  these  restrictiona,  lei 
them  not  say  that  the  merchants  beloag 
ing  to  the  Antt*Corn-law  League  took  «p 
their  own  part.  For  himself  be  tboogbl 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  ooald  ael 
do  better  for  the  country  geotleiaeo  theoi* 
selves  than  to  undertake  the  iotrtxlactioa 
of  a  new  tariff*,  which  would  enable  the 
merchants  to  employ  their  capital.  He 
looked  with  dread  to  the  reaction  on  the 
landed  interest.  He  sew  the  poor-raiea 
increasing.  He  saw  continued  low  prieaa 
and  so  they  would  remain  till  the  porta 
were  open.  Then  the  price  of  food 
be  equal  in  London,  Paris^  Belgium, 


149 


Th§  Addrus. 


{Pbb.  2} 


The  Address. 


150 


tbroagfaoQl  the  whole  world,  and  then  our 
merchanU  would  reap  the  beoe6t  of  ii^it 
svperior  energy  tod  capital.  If  the  right 
hoti.  Baronet  went  on  as  he  now  proposed, 
be  wonld  have  to  increase  the  Income-tax 
to  10  per  cent.,  and  unless  he  adopted  the 
doctrine  of  repudiation,  there  seemed  do 
hope  of  feliefy  should  he  refuse  an  exten- 
sioa  of  trade.  If  he  fell  hack  upon  the 
fauMi,  what  could  that  gite  him  ?  Prices 
were  low,  and  rents  were  falling.  First, 
there  were  the  Poor-laws ;  secondly,  the 
cleficy  nost  be  paid ;  thirdly,  there  was 
the  Income-tax  ;  and,  fourthly,  there  were 
the  BBortgages.  What  could  come  from 
the  land  after  that  ?  If  they  opened  trade, 
however,  they  would  give  scope  to  capital, 
and  give  employment  to  our  merchants ; 
and,  na  far  aa  his  life  could  go,  he  would 
pledge  himself  to  the  results.  The  adop- 
tion of  an  open  trade  was  what  he  would 
reeommeBd :  it  would  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  the  people,  and  stop  immorality 
greater  than  tbatcomplained  of  hy  the  right 
boo.  Gentleman.  He  had  quarrelled  with 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  London 
(Lord  John  Russell)  when  he  declared  for 
finality  in  regard  to  Reform,  and  here  was 
finalKy  with  regard  to  free  trade  :  the  an- 
Domcement  would  be  attended  with  great 
disappointownt  in  the  country ;  and  if  the 
people  bore  what  it  must  entail,  they  would 
have  much  more  resignation  and  patience 
than  he  sopposcd. 

Mr.  Ferramd  said,  he  had  not  intended 
to  take  part  in  that  night's  debate,  but 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
had  choaen  to  throw  out  a  sly  insi- 
I,  which  was  intended  to  go  to  the 
laige  meetings  in  the  north  of  England, 
that  be  would  not  accept  his  challenge  to 
UMtt  him  upon  his  favorite  topic  of  free 
trade ;  bet,  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  wonld 
givn  notice  of  the  subject,  he  would  be 
picpnifed  to  meet  him :  he  would  join 
isann  with  him  upon  that  ground,  they 
wo«id  fight  tho  baule  upon  the  floor  of 
that  Hooae,  and  refer  the  decision  to  the 
comitry  as  the  nmptre  between  them. 
Tbey  might  make  a  stalking-horse  of  free- 
tiade.  ^oA  hold  out  a  pretence  to  the 
poor  man  that  the  noftmm  of  free-trade 
was  a  ante  remedy  for  his  sufferings;  but 
be  wooM  tell  them  that  there  could  be  no 
protection  seemed  for  the  poor  unless 
maeiiioery  was  taxed.  Machinery  de- 
prived the  poor  man  of  his  daily  bread.  It 
was  pionoaaoed  of  hka  that  he  should 


earn  his  means  of  subsistence  by  the  sweat 
of  his  brow.  [Cheers.]  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wolverhampton  cheered ;  but  he 
benefitted  by  this  oppression  upon  the 
poor ;  he  represented  the  town  where  that 
machinery  was  made  ;  but  what  was  the 
condition  of  the  agricultural  districts  ? 
They  cheered  on  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
last  Session  of  Parliament  in  his  pursuit 
of  free-trade.  Tbey  talked  of  the  benefit 
his  measures  were  to  confer  upon  the 
country  ?  Had  they  conferred  any  bene* 
fit?  What  benefit  had  the  country  de- 
rived from  them  ?  He  regretted  to  say 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  been  led 
away  by  their  cheering  smiles  until  now 
not  only  the  manufacturing  districts  were 
in  a  state  of  ruin,  but  the  agricultural  dis* 
tricts  also.  What  sort  of  disposition  had 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton 
evinced  to  meet  his  opponents  on  a  fair 
field  of  argument  ?  Had  he  not  degraded 
his  assemblies  with  tickets?  Were  not 
the  majorities  of  those  assemblies  made 
up  of  women  ?  Were  they  judges  upon 
intricate  questions  of  commercial  policy  ? 
Tbey  came  to  those  meetings  excited  by 
the  outfiowings  of  the  hon.  Member  ft>r 
Wolverhampton,  and  undertook  to  discuss 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  proposals  to  hfe 
satisfaction.  But  what  had  occurred  in 
London  a  short  time  since?  There,  at 
one  of  the  hon.  Member's  meetings,  two 
or  three  men  stood  forward  to  discuss  the 
question  of  free- trade  in  corn.  They  were 
poor  labouring  men  who  dared  to  differ 
from  an  hon.  Member  of  the  House  of 
Commons ;  they  undertook  to  prove  that 
the  Corn-laws  had  never  injured  them, 
but  that  they  were  crushed  by  the  tyranny 
and  starved  by  the  avarice  of  their 
masters.  The  hon.  Member  durst  not 
meet  them.  [Laughter,]  They  might 
laugh,  but  durst  not  meet  him.  He  chal- 
lenged them  to  meet  him  and  diacuss  that 
question  at  any  large  meeting  in  either  of 
the  public  towns  in  Yorkshire  or  Lanca- 
shire. Had  not  the  measures  of  the  last 
Session  reduced  the  prices  of  things  at 
home,  and  did  relief  follow  upon  their  low 
prices  f  Why,  had  not  meat  sunk  from 
Id.  to  Ad.t  did.  and  even  to  3d  in  the 
north  of  England  ?  Oatmeal  had  fallen 
in  proportion.  Potatoes  had  dedined 
firom  8^  6d,  to  3s.  a  load.  Bat  what  was 
the  condition  to  which  they  had  reduced 
their  manufacturing  workmen^-they  who 
profes«ed  such  great  anxiety  for  the  work* 
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log  classes  ?  Thej  knew  full  well  that  it 
was  not  free-trade  in  corn  their  workmen 
wanted.  Thej  wanted  only  better  wages 
and  a  more  honest  remnneration  for  their 
services.  They  saw  men  around  them — 
manufacturers  who  had  risen  to  wealth 
from  a  condition  not  more  elevated  than 
their  own— they  saw  those  men  possessed 
of  exorbitant  wealth,  and  fine  estates,  re- 
velling in  every  luxury  the  world  could 
afibrdy  whilst  they  themselves,  who  were 
naturally  entitled  to  rise  out  of  their  hum- 
ble condition  by  the  industry  of  their 
lives,  found  themselves  starved  by  the 
avarice  of  their  employers.  He  should 
like  to  know  what  the  Anti  Corn-law 
League  had  done  towards  the  relief  of  the 
poor.  Had  they  contributed  one  sixpence 
to  their  distress  last  year?  Had  they 
contributed  one  sixpence  to  the  Queen's 
letter  ?  He  believed  not.  The  truth  was^ 
they  gloried  in  the  misery  of  the  masses, 
for  they  made  use  of  that  misery  in  carry- 
ing out  their  own  selfish  purposes.  Where 
were  the  masses  now?  Down  in  the 
dust.  The  master  manufacturers  bad 
exacted  out  of  their  scanty  earnings  the 
means  of  defraying  that  Income-tax  of 
which  they  yet  complained.  It  was  a  tax 
which  every  true  Englishman  should  be 
proud  to  contribute  towards  the  necessities 
of  the  state.  They  were  the  truly  loyal 
subjects  of  Her  Majesty,  who,  seeing  the 
country  in  distress,  came  cheerfully  to  its 
relief.  That  was  the  true  Englishman, 
who,  impressed  with  the  emergencies  of 
the  State,  rallied  round  his  country,  and 
took  its  burdens  upon  his  own  back.  But 
the  master  manufacturers  cast  the  burdens 
upon  the  shoulders  of  the  poor,  and  com. 
plained  of  being  oppressed  themselves. 
Why,  since  the  last  Session  of  Parliament 
he  was  riding  about  the  country  in  Der- 
byshire, and  came  to  the  Helper  Union. 
He  entered  the  workhouse,  and  was  shocked 
to  behold  the  proportion  of  the  working 
classes  that  were  confined  there.  He  ad- 
dressed several—*'  What  are  you  by  trade?*' 
The  answer  was,**  A  manufacturer.'*  "What 
brings  you  here?*' — **  My  wages  are  re- 
duced to  that  extent,  that  1  am  unable  to 
support  existence  without  parish  relief.'* 
Oh !  it  was  heart*rending  to  see  the  con- 
dition and  bear  the  replies  of  those  poor 
meo,  while  the  men  who  in  former  times 
had  raised  their  fortunes  upon  the  wasting 
labour  and  exhausted  faculties  of  these 
meo,  were  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  in* 


dustry.  He  rode  oo  and  asked«  **  Wboae 
fine  property  is  this  oo  this  side  of  the 
hill  ?"— "  Mr.  So-and-so's."—"  Whose  oo 
the  other  side?"  A  similar  reply.  All 
was  the  property  of  the  rich  master  roaae* 
facturer.  There  he  saw  advertised,  **  Spikes 
to  spike  dogs;"  Traps  forvermio;**  "Tres- 
passers punished ;"  while  not  a  tree  thai 
grew  in  the  fence-row  but  what  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  high  wall.  But  the  poor 
man  had  no  protection  from  the  sfarice  of 
his  master.  The  small  mannfactureis  are 
ruined  by  their  more  extensive  competitors, 
and  the  labourer  is  reduced  to  the  work- 
house. As  he  had  said  he  had  not  lo- 
tended  to  take  part  in  this  debate,  but  the 
sly  remark  of  the  hon.  member  for  Moot- 
rose  had  called  him  up.  Let  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  be  assured,  ihey  were  not  so 
popular  as  they  imagined,  nor  would  those 
opinions  bear  discussion  which  requiied 
the  protection  of  admission  tickets  to  their 
political  assemblies. 

Mr.  Ewart  did  not  know  what  the 
hon.  Gentleman  so  mysteriously  alluded 
to,  as  a  mine  about  to  be  sprung  for  the 
destruction  of  the  Anti-Com-law  League, 
if  he  did  not  mean  some  such  aoathmas 
as  were  hurled  by  Mr.  Pitt  agmiost  tiM 
Corresponding  Societies  in  1799.  The  bos. 
Gentleman  did  not  surely  mean  to  con- 
demn all  the  manufacturers  in  his  sweep- 
ing denunciations. —[Mr.  Ferrand:  "Cer- 
tainly not  all.**]— Then  why  were  the  boa. 
Gentleman's  charges  to  general,  and  his 
meaning  so  particular.  We  all  deplored 
the  misery  of  the  working  people,  bui  it  was 
wonderful  that  want  of  employment  never 
struck  the  hon.  Gentleman  as  a  cause  of 
that  distress  with  which  he  so  stfongly 
sympathised.  He  must  confess  he  heard 
Her  Majesty's  Speech  with  great  disap- 
pointment, because  it  showed  that  how- 
ever the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel) 
had  the  will,  he  had  not  the  power  to  give 
effect  to  his  free-trade  principles.  Above 
all,  there  was  no  hope  given  that  the  food 
of  the  people  would  be  freed  from  taxa- 
tion ;  and  the  agitation  thus  passed  over, 
was  diffusing  itself  throughout  every  part 
of  the  community.  The  very  circum- 
stance which  the  hon.  Gentleman  alloded 
to  of  women  so  frequently  attending  those 
meetin<;s,  showed  that  this  was  beoMniog 
not  only  a  political,  but  a  social  question. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  held  out  oo  hope 

I  of  any  change  as  to  corn  and  provisions. 
There  was^  however,  somethiof  like  an 
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assurance,  that  by  meaDS  of  commercial 
treaties^  we  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  exchanging  our  manufactures  for  the 
products  of  other  countries.  But  even 
(his  was  a  move  in  favour  of  free.trade. 
He  did  not  see  the  treaty  with  Brazil, 
which  consumed  five  millions  of  our  manu. 
factures,  and  the  greatest  proportion  not 
yarns,  but  calicoes,  and,  therefore,  in  the 
most  prepared  state,  and  employing  the 
greatest  amount  of  labour,  was  likely  to 
be  brought  to  a  very  successful  issue. 
Then,  as  to  China,  even  if  the  five  ports 
alluded  to  were  opened,  the  vent  for  our 
manufactures  would  not  be  so  great  as  if 
we  were  to  reduce  the  duty  on  tea  from 
2s,  Id.  to  If.  Let  them  look  to  the  union 
workhouses,  and  to  those  colonies  in  which 
tea  was  not  taxed,  and  they  must  see  the 
consumption  was  capable  of  being  incalcu- 
lably extended.  Not  only  should  the  duty 
CO  tea  be  reduced,  but  that  on  foreign  sugar 
should  undergo  a  considerable  change. 
The  island  of  Java  opened,  also,  a  con- 
siderable outlet  for  our  manufactures.  In 
Ceylon,  too,  in  the  article  of  cinnamon, 
the  inhabitants  found  it  impossible  to  con- 
tend with  the  Dutch  colonies.  He  trusted, 
too,  that  a  treaty  would  be  concluded  with 
Austria,  where  35,000,000  were  unable  to 
manufacture  for  themselves,  and  ready  to 
take  ours.  But  how  could  so  beneficial  a 
trade  be  opened,  unless  they  altered  the 
Corn-laws?  It  was  impossible  to  go  any 
way  in  free- trade  principles  without  find- 
mg  this  momentous  question  cross  your 
path.  He  believed  experience  would  prove 
that  commercial  advantages  were  not  so 
much  to  be  secured  by  treaties,  as  by  acting 
on  t^e  principles  of  Messrs.  M'Gregor  and 
Haoie,  "  of  buying  in  the  cheapest  market 
and  selling  in  the  dearest."  He  thought 
great  reductions  should  take  place  in  the 
Customs  and  Excise,  and  that  a  more  di- 
rect system  of  taxation  should  be  adopted 
than  any  which  had  hitherto  prevailed. 
He  concluded  by  repeating,  that  the 
country  must  be  disappointed  at  finding 
DO  hope  of  a  remedy  for  distress  which 
had  been  so  long  and  patiently  borne. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Gibson :  I  hope  I  shall  be 
iodalged  with  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  a  few  moments,  while  I  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  hon.  Member  for  Knaresbo- 
roosh.  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
thai  though  he  may  fancy  he  does  great 
injury  to  the  cause  of  the  repeal  of  the 
Corn-laws,  his  speeches  are  considered  in 


Manchester  to  be  best  calculated  for  effect- 
ing the  object  of  the   League— the  total 
repeal  of  the  Corn-laws   [•'  Hear"    and 
laughter'].     If  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  go 
to  Manchester  I  will  ensure  him  a  good 
hearing.     Nay,   more,   I  will   accept  his 
challenge  to  argue  this  question  before  a 
large  assemblage,  not  only  of  manufac- 
turers but  of  working  men.  [Mr.  Ferrand: 
In  public?]     Certainly  in  public,  if  you 
choose  it ;  and  I  very  much  doubt  whether 
the   hon.  Gentleman's  eloquence   or  his 
facts  will  persuade  the  audience  that  they 
have  an  interest  in  laws  for  making  food 
scarce.  QHear,  hear.]  I  wonder,  too,  that 
he  or  his  friends  have  not  called  a  public 
meeting  in  favour  of  those  laws,  which  he 
contends  are  so  popular,  in  order  to  con- 
vince us  that  the  voice  of  the  country  is  in 
favour  of  scarcity  and  starvation  [Cheers'], 
I  am  afraid  he  could  ensure  but  a  poor  at- 
tendance at  a  meeting  for  such  a  purpose. 
Every  one  of  common  sagacity  must  be 
aware  that  the  only  reason  why  persons 
were  admitted  by  ticket  to  the  meetings 
lately  held  was,  that  it  was  known  that 
paid  persons  were  systematically  sent  to 
disturb  the  proceedings    and   prevent  a 
fair  discussion.      [Mr.   Ferrand:    Why 
don't  you  hold  them  in  public  ?]      I  will 
not  allow  myself  to  enter  at  length  into 
this  subject,  but  I  protest  against  the  sys- 
tem adopted  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that 
whenever  a  grave  public  question  is  dis- 
cussed in  this  House,  a  diversion  is  at- 
tempted by  bringing  forward  a  series  of 
personal  charges,  and  indulging  in  a  num- 
ber of  loose  statements  which  I  am  afraid 
it  will  not  be  found  so  easy  afterwards  to 
substantiate  [^loud cries  of^*  Hear,  hear".] 
I  can  assure  the  hon.  Grentleman  that  the 
public  are  of  opinion   that   the   charges 
which  he  brought  forward  last  year,  could 
not,  on  inquiry,  be  substantiated ;   and  I 
advise  him,  in  bringing  forward  the  fresh 
facts  and  fresh  charges   with    which  he 
threatens  us,  to  mistrust  himself  and  his 
information,  if  he  means  to  be  guided  by 
past  experience.     As  to  the  charge  of  the 
manufacturers  not  subscribing  in  answer 
to  the  Queen's  letter,  I   can   assure  him 
that  the  manufacturers  in  their  own  local 
districts  have  collected  ample  subscriptions 
for  the  support  of  the  poor ;  and  it  does 
not  follow  that  because  the  manufacturers 
decline  to  sanction  the  policy  of  making 
the  labouring  people  dependent  on  charity, 
instead  of  on  their  own  labour,  they  are 
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UDwilling  to  relieve  poverty  and  dittrets. 
I  can  assare  ibe  boo.  Member  tbat  there 
are  maoy  wtae  and  g^ood  men  who  thiok 
that  in  flubacribiog  to  the  Anti-Com-Uv 
Lea^e  they  are  more  effectually  attiit* 
ing  the  working  people  than  by  entering 
into  temporary  charitable  subtcriptiona, 
as  by  such  a  course  they  are  supporting 
measures  which  will  enable  the  working 
classes  to  support  themselves  on  their 
labour  and  industry.  I  shall  dwell  no 
k>nger  on  this  point;  but  before  1  sit 
down  I  wish  to  correct  an  intimation 
which  appeared  to  be  thrown  out  by  the 
Seconder  of  the  Address,  that  there  were 
symptoms  of  an  improvement  in  trade.  I 
have  not  been  informed  that  there  has  been 
cause  for  any  such  satisfaction.  1  have 
beard  that  there  has  been  rather  a  decline 
than  an  improvement;  and  I  assure  the 
bon.  Gentleman  that  at  the  present  mo- 
ment there  is  the  utmost  gloom  over  the 
markets.  There  is  not  any  feeling  that  the 
cessation  of  the  war  with  China  gave  more 
than  a  momentary  impulse.or  was  calculated 
to  give  rise  to  permanent  improvement  and 
increased  trade.  I  can  assure  the  right 
bon.  Baronet  that  he  has  disappointed  the 
eipectatioQS  of  the  manufacturing  com- 
munity, by  holding  out  no  prospect  of 
remedial  measures  for  the  distress  of  the 
country.  ]  do  hope  the  right  boo.  Ba- 
ronet, when  be  sees  the  way  in  which  this 
questioo  of  a  free  trade  in  corn  has 
advanced— when  he  regards  the  large  sub* 
scripUoos  not  only  made  in  manufacturing 
communities,  but  in  the  agricultural  dis- 
triets^^aud  when  he  is  persuaded,  as  he 
must  be  from  his  eiperisnoe  io  public 
matters,  that  the  davs  of  the  Com  laws 
are  numbered  —  that  be  will  no  longer  bold 
out  expectations  which  may  induce  the 
oecupymg  tenantry  to  embark  capital 
io  the  faith  that  agricultural  protection 
can  be  maintained.  He  must  feel  that 
when  the  two  leaders  in  thb  House 
pledge  themselves  to  a  sliding-scale  and 
a  fixed  duty,  the  only  proposition  that 
finds  favour  with  the  public  is  an  absolute 
acd  entire  repeal,  and  this  by  meetings 
not  led  by  demagogues,  but  composed  of 
large  bodies  of  men  who  do  not  ordinarily 
interfere  with  politics.  At  tlie  same  time 
that  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  hokis  out 
no  hope  of  an  immediate  change,  I  derive 
great  consolatioQ  from   the  assurance  he 

Eve  us  to-night,  that  if  a  change  were  to 
made  in  future,  it  must  be  on  bold  and 


extensive  priDcipiea,  toensore  a 
settlement.  As  the  rigbl  hen.  Bafonst 
conkl  never  consent  to  a  fixed  da4y»  and 
as  he  and  his  party  mnal  be  convinced  of 
the  impolicy  of  the  sliding  acaia,  f  can 
come  to  no  other  eonclnsion,  when  1 
couple  with  these  facts  bis  declaration  ta> 
night,  but  that  he  really  means,  when  he 
next  proposes  a  change,  to  give  the  conn- 
try  the  total  repeal.  I  am  sure  k  is  the 
interest  of  the  agricultural  tenantfj  to  pnt 
an  end  to  the  eternal  agitation  on  this 
subject,  so  that,  instead  of  their  interasCs 
being  continually  jeopardisedt  they  ahonid 
be  enabled  to  expend  their  capital  on 
something  like  a  solid  foondatMMi. 

Mr.  FerroMd:  As  the  hoo*  Genllcasan 
has  said  that  I  brought  forward  charges 
which  I  could  not  substantiate,  I  beg  Co 
refer  him  to  the  evidence  on  the  Paynwnt 
of  Wages  Committee.  By  that  I  nm  randy 
to  stand  or  fall. 

Mr.  Gib9om :  My  impression  it  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  last  year  made  statements 
which  on  inquiry  was  not  sobstantinind, 
and  that  he  particttlarly  attacked  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stockport  on  gronnds  whieh 
turned  out  not  to  be  well  founded. 

Mr.  BrotherUm  coukl  fully  bear  ont  Cha 
statement  made  by  the  bon.  Member  far 
Manchester,  and  by  other  hon.  Mesnbefi 
as  to  the  continuance  of  commaicial  dis- 
tress. He  should  be  able  to  ptovn  ai  Cha 
proper  time,  that  trade  was  declining, 
pertsm  extending,  rates  and  taxes  ii 
ing,  and  a  great  depreciation  in  the  valna 
of  property.  Tbera  mnat  be  a  canaa  and 
also  a  remedy  for  this  distress.  The  hosu 
Member  for  Knaresborongh  had  fimpoead 
to  increase  the  taxation,  by  adding  n  ens 
on  machinery.  WouM  be  tax  plongha  and 
thrashing  machines?  He  (Mr,  Bfothefflon) 
was  convinced  that  it  was  only  owing  in 
our  machinery  that  this  country  waa  ahia 
to  bear  the  beav^  weight  of  taxaikm.  The 
landed  interest  in  reality  paid  no  taxes ; 
the  revenue  was  supported  mainly  by  the 
commercial  classes  when  trade  was  pro^ 
perous.  As  a  proof  of  this,  in  the  fenr 
years  preceding  1837,  when  food  was 
cheap,  the  revenue  was  fionrisbing,  and 
there  was  a  considerable  surplus ;  hnt  in 
the  last  four  years,  when  food  and  artadea 
of  agricultural  produce  wera  dear,  cha 
revenue  was  deficient,  and  it  was  cvidanC 
that  such  must  be  the  case,  because  when 
food  was  desr  the  people  had  nothing  Io 
spare  for  the  purchase  oi  eictsenbie  arti- 
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dct,  tfcm  which  the  revenue  was  chiefly 
derivad.  The  people  were  now  beconi« 
iaf  enlightened  and  taw  the  remedy 
which  o«gfat  to  be  applied,  and  which  was 
jott,  practicable,  and  reasonable.  They 
knew  that  the  poor  man's  loaf  was  taxed 
to  increase  the  rich  man's  rent ;  and  they 
felt  tbat  the  remedy  for  their  sufieringi 
was  a  repeal  of  the  Com -laws.  The  poor 
maa  had  oo  protection  for  his  labour,  why, 
then«  should  the  rich  man  have  protection 
for  his  land?  The  hon.  Member  for 
Koaresboroogh  has  alluded  to  the  poor 
aMovfactarers  in  the  work-house;  but 
what  were  they  before  they  were  manufac- 
turers ?  The  population  of  the  country 
was  increasing  rapidly,  and  the  surplus 
popalatioo  of  the  agricultural  districts  was 
thrown  upon  the  manufacturers  for  ero- 
ploymenL  How,  he  would  ask,  could 
they  maintain  the  increasing  population 
if  the  agricultural  surplus  population  were 
■ot  sent  into  the  manufacturing  districts 
and  employed  there  ?  They  talked  of  the 
Tariffloweringthe  price  of  provisions.  The 
Tariff  did  no  such  thing.  There  was  a 
considerable  reduction  in  the  (price  of 
batter  and  cheese  which  were  not  altered 
10  the  new  tariff.  The  cheapness  of  pro- 
vinoos  arose  from  the  inability  of  the 
people  to  parchase.  In  Cheshire  the  far- 
mers foood,  during  the  riots  and  the  sus- 
psosion  of  labour  in  the  manufacturing 
districts,  that  they  could  not  sell  their 
piorisions  scarcely  at  any  price.  It  was 
said,  that  protection  for  agriculture  was 
aeceesary  for  the  protection  of  the  agricul- 
taiml  labourer.  There  was  a  curious  illus^ 
tnUkm  of  tbat  position  in  the  county  of 
Donet,  whose  Member  had  so  lately  held 
for  llie  ''  might"  of  the  landed  interest, 
Dolwitbstanding  the  protection  given  to 
i^ieoltore,  the  wages  of  the  labourer  was 
so  low  that  every  seventh  man  was  a 
paoper.  They  might  talk  as  they  would 
aboas  protection  for  the  farmer,  but  the 
best  protection  was  the  prosperity  of  his 
maonfacturiog  ctistomers.  When  the 
people  cessed  to  be  producers,  they  must 
sooo  eat  up  the  produce  of  the  land.  He 
(Mr.  Brotherton)  wished  to  treat  the  con- 
ditkm  of  the  people  as  a  question  free 
fioaa  party  feeling ;  he  was  convinced  that 
agricttltore,  manufactures,  and  commerce 
Bsight  all  flourish  together,  and  he  hoped 
that  all  parties  wouki  unite  in  promoting 
so  desirable  an  end. 

Mr.  Baiskes  said»  that  having  been  so 
fieqoeatly  alladed  to  in  the  course  of  the 


present  discussk>n,  he  would  take  this 
opportunity  of  denying  that  the  state  of 
the  country  with  which  he  was  connected 
was  such  as  had  been  represented.  Much 
as  he  regretted  the  state  of  the  distress 
which  existed  there,  he  was  certainly  pre- 
pared to  deny  the  accuracy  of  the  state- 
ment that  one  man  out  of  every  seven  was 
a  pauper.  He  would  add,  as  a  circum- 
stauce  highly  creditable  to  a  peasantry 
now  struggling  with  distress,  that  at  no 
period  of  recent  times  had  there  been  so 
small' an  amount  of  crime  in  that  county 
as  was  exhibited  at  the  last  assizes  and  the 
recent  sessions.  The  fact  drawdown  com- 
mendations from  the  judges  who  presided 
at  the  last  assizes,  and  as  chairman  of  the 
quarter  sessions  he  could  himself  confirm 
the  observation,  that  crime  had  not  in- 
creased in  Dorsetshire,  but  the  contrary. 
He  could  not  but  complain  of  the  attacks 
made  on  the  agriculturists,  who  had  con« 
ceded  as  far  as  they  could,  and  their  dis- 
tress had  been  caused  by  the  changes 
which  had  been  made  to  satisfy  the  manu- 
facturers. He  must  assign  as  one  cause 
of  distress,  the  new  experimental  measures 
of  the  last  Sessk)n.  But  theagriculturitts 
weie  attcked  by  a  self-constituted  illegal 
body,  organized  for  the  purpose  of  depres- 
sing and  destroying  them,  if  they  could, 
and  the  League  was  the  grand  cause  of  the 
distress  they  were  now  suffering.  The 
League  was  unconstitutional  in  its  prin* 
ciple  and  illegal  in  its  practice,  and  he 
believed  unless  some  remedy  were  adopted 
for  such  an  innovatk)n  on  our  law  and  on 
the  Constitution,  carried  on  as  it  undoubt- 
edly was  with  power  and  ability,  it  would 
not  be  the  agricultural  interests  alone  that 
woukl  suffer  from  its  unconstitutk)nal  ef- 
forts, but  our  whole  system  would  be 
shaken,  and  convulsed.  He  had  seen  in  the 
newspapers  of  this  morning  two  speeches, 
the  one  delivered  at  a  meeting  hekl  on 
Tuesday  in  Liverpool,  and  the  other  the  day 
before  in  Dublin,  by  an  hon*  and  learned 
Member  not  now  present— the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  the  county  of  Cork. 
On  reading  these  speeches,  he  could  not 
but  find  his  attention  directed  to  the  con* 
trast  which  they  exhibited,  as  well  as  to 
the  abilitv  displayed  by  the  same  person 
when  taking  the  two  opposite  sides  of  an 
argument  upon  a  most  important  question. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  had  given 
as  his  last  bequest  to  his  (by  him)  justly 
favoured  country,  when  quitting  the  shores 
of  Dublin,  the   parting  warning  to  his 
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countrymen  to  beware  of  these  societies 
which  were  springing  up  in  his  native 
land,  and  which  were  threatening  to  un- 
dermine all  that  was  roost  dear  to  them — 
societies  of  which  the  efforts  were  strongly 
and  avowedly  directed  against  what  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  stated,  and 
justly  stated,  '*  to  be  the  beneficent  in- 
fluence of  their  priesthood.**  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  informed  his  hearers  in 
that  speech,  that  societies  were  now  at  work 
endeavouring  to  alienate  the  minds  of  the 
Catholic  population  from  the  influence  of 
their  priesthood,  and  the  advice  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  to  them,  was,  to  be- 
ware of  the  efforts  of  those  who  sought  to 
dissolve  the  ties  between  them  and  their 
natural  protectors.  In  the  next  page  of 
the  same  newspaper  he  found  the  speech 
of  the  same  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
delivered  the  next  day  in  Liverpool,  in 
which  he  identified  himself  with  the  efforts 
of  the  League  in  that  unhsppy  course  so 
much  deprecated  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  in  his  native  land,  namely,  the 
endeavour  to  alienate  the  minds  of  the 
labourers  from  their  natural  friends  and 
kind  protectors.  All  he  (Mr.  Bankes)  asked 
was,  that  the  natural  protectors  of  the 
English  peasant  should  have  the  same 
immunity  from  insult  and  illegal  obstruc- 
tion, as  was  claimed  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Roman  Catholic  priest.  The 
League  had  raised  large  sums  of  money, 
and  if  these  were  applied  as  the  means  of 
providing  for  the  wives  and  children  of  the 
men  who  had  become  the  victims  of  the 
laws  of  their  country  in  consequence  of 
the  incitements  of  the  Auti-Corn-law 
meetings ;  he,  for  one,  would  not  regret 
the  amount  of  the  sums  raised ;  but  the 
Members  of  the  League  have  combined 
for  a  profitable  investment  of  their  capital, 
to  the  detriment  of  other  interests,  while, 
if  the  agriculturists  were  to  do  the  same, 
they  would  perhaps  deserve  the  name  which 
he  found  had  already  been  applied  to 
them — that  of  the  300  conspirators  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  only  struggle 
made  by  these  so  designated  conspirators 
was  intended  for  the  benefit  of  those  they 
represented,  and  for  the  protection  of  the 
poorer  and  labouring  classes;  they  did 
not  pretend  to  secure  for  them  all  the 
protection  they  wished,  but,  they  will  to 
the  best  of  their  power  preserve  to  them 
the  means  of  honest  exifttence,  and  those 
fruits  of  labour  which  are  their  birth- 
right. 


Mr.  Sergeant  Murphy  covld  doI  bot 
think  it  would  have  been  better  taste  ia 
the  hon  Member,  who  had  just  sat  down 
if  he  had  postponed  his  observattoot  apoa 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the 
county  of  Cork  until  that  hon.  and  learned 
Member  was  in  his  place.  He  had  read 
the  two  speeches  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  the  county  of  Cork  to  which 
reference  had  been  made,  and  he  denied 
the  inconsistency  which  was  alleged  to 
exist  in  them.  The  object  of  the  bon« 
and  learned  Member's  speech  in  Dnblin 
had  been  to  attack  the  efforts  of  certain 
bodies  of  Socialists  who  sought,  under 
the  specious  name  of  civil  and  religions 
liberty,  to  estrange  the  population  from 
the  influence  of  their  priests.  He  denied 
that  there  was  any  inconsistency  between 
the  two  speeches.  While  on  his  legs  he 
could  not  but  complain  of  the  omission 
from  the  Speech  of  all  mention  of  the  pa- 
tient endurance  with  which  the  people  of 
Ireland  bore  their  existing  distress.  His 
attention  had  been  arrested  by  one  sec* 
tion  of  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  re* 
ferring  to  China,  viz. : — 

**  Her  Majesty  rejoices  in  the  prospect  that, 
by  the  free  access  which  will  be  opened  to 
the  principal  marts  of  that  populous  and  ex* 
tensive  empire,  encouragement  will  be  given 
to  the  commercial  enterprise  of  the  people.* 

He  trusted  that  it  might  be  so ;  he  be* 
lieved  it  would.  But  he  could  not  help 
contrasting  that  statement  with  what  bad 
been  said  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  with  China  respecting  the  great  effn* 
sion  of  blood,  the  expence,  and  the  dis- 
grace that  would  attach  to  as  in  consn- 
quence  of  engaging  in  that  war*  even  if 
we  triumphed.  Three  or  four  years  had 
passed  away,  and  now  the  mover  and  se* 
conder  of  the  address  had  been  heard  to 
declare  that  the  very  policy  which  before 
was  so  much  decried  would  result  in  in- 
troducing us  to  all  the  advantages  of 
commerce  with  a  densely  peopled  em- 
pire, affording  us  a  market  for  our  manu- 
factures, and,  besides  all  this,  civilization 
and  Christianity  would  be  widely  ex- 
tended. He  would  not  quarrel  with  the 
noble  lx>rd  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies 
for  saying  that  every  act  of  the  Governor- 
general  of  India  reflected  the  highest  ho- 
nour upon  this  country ;  bnt  be  would 
ask  whether  the  act  of  withdrawing  the 
troops  at  the  time  so  many  of  onr  t^rave 
countrymen  were  prisoners  in  the  bands  of 
their  enemies,  and  the  bodies  of  others 
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lay  anburied  and  unrevenged  in  the  passes 
where  they  were  slaughtered,  was  one  of 
those  acts  which  the  noble  Lord  thought 
to  be  pregnant  with  national  honour? 
He  certainly  coold  not  fail  to  express  his 
deep  disapprobation  of  this  conduct ;  and 
he  must  say  that  instead  of  a  notice  being 
given  for  voting  the  thanks  of  the  House 
to  the  Governor.general  of  India,  there 
ODght  to  be  a  notice  that  he  should  be  re- 
called in  disgrace.  That  would  be  more 
suitable  to  the  feelings  of  the  country,  be- 
cause the  noble  Lord  was  considered 
to  have  done  that  which  tarnished  the 
honour  of  the  country. 

Dr.  Bowring  claimed  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  while  he  ventured  to  make  a 
few  observations.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Dorsetshire  had  denounced  the  Anti- Corn- 
law  League  as  illegal  and  unconstitu- 
tional ;  he  did  not  know  how  the  hon. 
Member  could  prove  that,  but  he  was 
certain  that  the  League  had  produced  a 
conviction  in  the  minds  of  (he  people  that 
the  Corn-laws  were  the  chief  cause  of  the 
distress  which  prevailed  amongst  our  manu. 
facturing  population,  and  that  there  could 
be  no  peace  until  that  system  of  legislation 
was  overthrown.  The  power  of  the  League 
might  be  seen  in  the  impression  it  bad 
aeated,  and  nothing  would  arrest  its 
progress  but  the  removal  of  the  grievances 
to  whose  oppressions  the  League  owed  its 
resistance.  With  respect  to  the  AfFghan 
war,  he  considered  its  end  like  its  begin- 
ning, and  its  whole  course,  from  first  to 
last,  anything  but  honourable  to  our  na- 
tional character,  whatever  acts  of  indi- 
vidual bravery  might  have  signalized  our 
couDtrymen.  We  had  little  to  be  proud 
of  in  the  invasion  of  a  country  of  which  we 
had  nothing  to  complain — in  the  bloody 
battles  against  rude  mountaineers,  and  in 
the  disgraceful  slaughter  which  had  closed 
the  campaign.  Now  that  we  were  at  peace, 
in  opportunity  was  afforded  for  anxious 
inquiry  into  the  cause  of  that  misery  which 
bad  spread  and  was  spreading  over  the 
land,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
find  time,  and  feel  the  necessity  for  looking 
into  the  causes  and  consequences  of  our 
doaiestic  sufferings.  He  begged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  one  me- 
lancholy fact.  Last  year  he  had  stated, 
on  the  authority  of  the  respectable  vicar 
of  Bolton,  that  7,000  persons  had  received 
relief,  and  that  their  weekly  earnings  per 
bead  on  the  average  were  but  1^.  A  few 
days  ago  he  received  the  return  for  1842, 
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from  which  it  appeared  that  the  number  of 
applicants  who  had  obtained  relief  from 
the  Society  for  the  Protection  of  the  Poor 
was  15,296.  The  average  weekly  earnings 
of  the  parties  dismissed  unrelieved  were 
Is.  d^d.  The  average  income  of  all  the 
applicants  was  10 ^d,,  of  those  relieved 
9 Id.  He  could  assure  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet that  similar  facts,  and  evidence  of 
similar  sufferings  might  be  found  where- 
ever  be  turned  his  eyes  in  Lancashire 
and  Yorkshire.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  recognized  the  principle  that  the 
poor  man  as  well  as  the  rich  was  en- 
titled to  buy  in  the  cheapest  market  and 
sell  in  the  dearest,  and  its  principle  was 
undoubtedly  sound,  and  lay  at  the  foun- 
dation of  all  commercial  intercourse,  and 
what  he  required  at  the  bands  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was,  that  the  starving  man 
might  have  the  ..benefit  of  the  principle 
when  he  wanted  to  purchase  bread. 

Mr.  M.  Philips  said,  that  the  only  sug- 
gestion he  had  heard  thrown  out  during 
the  discussion,  for  remedying  the  distress 
of  the  country,  was  a  tax  upon  machi- 
nery. He  hoped  the  hon.  Member  for 
Knaresborough  would  fix  an  early  day  for 
the  discussion  of  that  question.  If  there 
were  any  persons  who  thought  that  trade 
was  fast  reviving,  and  again  flowing  into  its 
wonted  channels,  they  very  much  deceived 
themselves.  People  on  the  first  news 
o(  the  intelligence  of  peace  with  China, 
believed  that  another  and  an  immediate 
market  was  thus  opened  up  for  our  manu. 
factures;  but  he  could  assure  the  House 
and  the  country  that  if  trade  was  to  re- 
ceive any  benefit  from  the  Chinese  treaty, 
such  effects  would  be  the  work  of  time, 
and  by  no  means  to  be  immediately  ex- 
pected. With  respect  to  tea,  they  could 
not  force  much  additional  consumption 
in  that  article  without  lowering  the  high 
duties,  and  if  they  wanted  an  exten- 
sive trade  with  China  he  would  urge 
the  necessity  of  a  revision  of  the  Sugar- 
duties. 

Captain  Pechell  could  have  wished  that 
answers  of  a  more  satisfactory  character 
than  those  which  he  had  returned  had 
been  given  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  op- 
posite to  the  inquiries  put  by  the  noble 
Lord  the  Foreign  Secretary.  He  wished 
in  particular  to  know  whether  the  cruizers 
appointed  to  the  coast  of  Africa  for  the 
slave-trade  were  or  were  not  to  be  con- 
fined to  that  coast  in  their  operations? 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  that  he  was  not  pre- 
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pared  at  once  to  reply  to  the  question  pat 
by  the  hon.  Member. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  a  Committee 
appointed  to  prepare  the  Address. 

Hoose  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  one. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS, 
Friday  February  3,  1843. 

MiirvTKfi.]  Pn-moNs  Prrsbivtbd.  By  Lord  A.  Hcrvcy. 
fVoin  Brighton,  by  Sir  R.  Inglis,  fttrni  Chriitchurch,  Can- 
terbury, and  from  tht  Bath  Churrii  at  England  Lay 
AMooation.  by  an  hon.  Mambcr,  tnm  Rot^icater.  and 
LlandrilkKyn-rhos,  and  by  Lord  A.  Lennox,  flrom  Chi- 
ehetter  (two),  for  the  Repeal  of  to  much  of  the  Act  of 
Will.  4lh,  c.  77.  M  relaCBi  to  the  Unkm  of  the  See*  of 
St.  Aaaph  and  Bangor.— >By  Lead  A.  Lennox,  fVom  Chi- 
chester (two),  for  Establishing  a  Bishopric  in  Manchester. 
— By  Mr.  Hawes,  fVom  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti- 
Slavery  Society*  agkinat  the  Govemmnt  scheme  at  Emi- 
gration flrom  Africa  to  the  West  lBdies.~By  Sir  R.  Inglis. 
from  Thorverton,  and  by  an  hon.  Member,  from  Llan- 
drilk>-yn>rhos,  for  Extension  of  the  (Church  of  England. 
—  By  an  hon.  Member,  from  Fannen  attending  the 
Lewes  and  Brighton  Markets  (two),  for  a  Repeal  of  the 
Malt  Tax. 
The  usual  SMsional  Orden  wcra  made. 

Poor-law  (Ireland).]  Mr.  H,  Grat- 
tan,  seeing  (he  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
for  Ireland  in  his  place,  wished  to  pnt  a 
question  to  him.  Was  it  the  intention  of 
Government  to  introduce  any  measure  for 
altering  the  mode  of  assessment  under  the 
Poor-law  in  that  country  ?  The  noble 
Lord  was  aware  that,  at  present,  the  oc- 
cupant was  the  party  assessed. 

Lord  Eliot  said  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  her  Majesty's  Government  to  propose, 
ID  the  present  Seuion,  any  alteration  in 
the  fundamental  provisions  of  the  Irish 
Poor-law  Act.  Inquiries  respecting  the 
working  of  some  of  its  provisions  were  now 
in  progress,  and  he  was  in  hopes  the  result 
would  speedily  be  obtained.  When  the 
Government  were  in  possession  of  proper 
information,  they  would  be  prepared  to 
state  what  alterations  they  would  propose 
to  make. 

Tub  Address — The  Corn- laws.] 
Ia)rd  Courtenay  brought  up  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Address. 
On  the  motion  that  it  be  read, 
Mr.  Walter  said,  he  could  aisure  the 
House  that  it  was  not  without  reluctance 
he  rose  to  address  it  on  this  occasion,  and 
the  more  so,  because  he  feared  that  some 
portion  of  his  opinions  might  not  t)e  very 
favourably  received  by  the  side  on  which 
he  sot;  and  the  otiier  poriionx  of  it  even 
leM  liy  those  to  whom  he  wu^^  oppoi»<*<l  on 
the  other  tifle  of  the   lloune.      He  still, 


however,  felt  bound  to  rise  tod  diseharge 
a  very  onerous  duty,  which  might  olb^- 
wise  hang  upon  and  oppreas  him  for  an 
indefinite  period.  With  respect  to  Uie 
various  topics  of  her  Majesty's  Spocdi,  lie 
felt  strongly  convinced  there  would  be  a 
pretty  general  unanimity  througboot  the 
country.  No  one  could  deny,  or  tt  kaal, 
no  one  could  deny  with  the  hope  of  mak- 
ing any  converts  to  his  opinion,  that  our 
foreign  relations  were  in  as  satisfactory  a 
state  as  human  afiairs  generally  could  be. 
Whether  any  hostile  passions  and  feelioga 
agitated  the  bosoms  of  our  neighbours^  or 
of  our  brethren  ou  the  other  side  of  tbe 
Atlantic,  might  not  t)e  clear ;  but  of  this 
he  was  very  certain,  that  if  such  were  tbe 
case,  there  was  no  line  of  conduct  that 
we  could  possibly  adopt  that  would  have 
rendered  us  more  amiable  in  tbe  eyea  of 
those  who  nourished  such  passions  and 
feelings.  If  we  were  to  prostrate  all  our 
greatness,  and  humble  ourselves  to  the 
very  dust,  we  should  still  not  ghre  aalia* 
faction  to  those  who  harboured  aod 
cherished  the  passions  to  which  he  had 
alluded.  Our  military  and  naval  opera* 
tions  abroad,  also,  oo  one  coold  deay 
were  in  the  most  satisfactory  state  pos- 
sible. What  led  to  those  operatiooa-Uhe 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  wars  iato 
which  we  have  been  plunged,  most  be  the 
subject  of  future  discussion.  That  thoee 
wars  had  been  successfully  brought  to  their 
present  eondusion-^that  they  nad  added 
to  our  security,  and  imposed  the  whole 
some  restraint  of  fear  on  those  who  might 
otherwise  intend  us  mischief  in  the  re* 
motest  regions  of  the  world,  could  ooi  be 
doubted.  Nor  could  he  omit  to  espreaa 
his  hearty  approbation,  so  justly  aierited 
by  her  Majesty's  Ministers,  aod  the  Hi 
Department  in  particular,  for  thai 
duct  in  the  suppression  of  the  late  teaiells 
in  the  manufacturing  districts ;  which  led 
him  to  believe,  that  even  if  Partiameat  had 
been  sitting,  they  would  not  have  attempU 
ed  to  introduce  any  new  laws,  still  leas  lo 
suspend  those  old  ones  which  coostitoied 
the  revered  bulwarks  of  the  coostitutioQ. 
But,  in  however  satisfactory  a  sute  o«r 
foreign  concerns  might  \it  now  placed,  a 
painful  experience  taught  us,  that  this 
foreign  security  supplied  but  nn  insaflMeat 
antidote  ai;ain«t  domestic  sufiferiog  aod 
consequent  discontent ;  and  if  there  were 
one  advaniago  more  than  another  that  oor 
present  general  situation  atfonled  us.  it 
was,  thai  we  might  attend   to  our 
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concerns — to  all  the  difficulties  and  un- 
easiness of  our  domestic  relatioiis-«with- 
out  the  embarrassmeut  or  distraction  of 
perplexities  spring^ing  up  from  abroad  ; 
we  were  really  al  leisure  to  look  to  our- 
»ei¥es.  Of  all  the  difficulties  of  this  situa- 
tion, the  chief  were  those  arising  from 
topics  which  had  been  for  the  last  half- 
century  incessantly  agitated  in  Parliament, 
and  that  apparently  without  approaching 
to  any  definite  conclusion.  We  were  as 
far  from  unanimity  now,  and,  he  was  sorry 
to  say,  as  from  tranquility  also,  as  we  were 
at  the  momentto  which  he  had  just  alluded, 
viz.  6fiy  years  ago.  It  surely,  therefore, 
became  the  imperative  duty  of  every 
good  and  patriotic  man  to  assist  in  some 
final  act  which  might  at  once  soothe  these 
animosities,  and  give  to  the  nation  and  its 
several  interests  tranquillity  and  repose. 
The  topics  to  which  he  alluded  were,  in 
one  word,  the  Corn-laws;  connected,  in- 
deed, with  various  considerations  of  com- 
merce and  manufactures.  It  had  been  his 
lot  to  represent  both  an  agricultural  and 
a  manufacturing  constituency ,^nd  he  was 
happy  to  say,  that  the  opinions  he  first 
formed,  after  all  the  reading  and  all  the 
consideratioQ  which  he  was  able  to  bestow 
on  the  important  subject  to  which  he  was 
then  directing  attention,  had  reqeived  the 
geoerai  tanction  of  both  those  classes  of 
penoos.  The  leaning  of  his  mind  had 
always  been  in  favour  of  a  fixed  duty  ;  and 
He  firmly  believed,  that  you  never  could 
arrive  at  auy thing  like  permanent  concord 
till  your  duty  was  fixed  and  permanent 
also;  the  very  characteristic  and  essential 
qoality  of  a  variable  scale  being,  that  it 
should  be  liable  to  annual,  or  at  least  fre- 
qiieol  ebange.  The  productions  of  this 
and  foreign  countries  might  adapt  them- 
selves 6nally  and  permanently  to  a  fixed 
daty:  a  variable  scale  would  for  ever 
agitate,  and  render  the  supply  of  corn 
equally  variable.  Indeed,  with  respect  to 
the  act  of  last  year,  introduced  by  the 
right  bon^  Baronet  now  at  the  head  of  her 
Majesty's  afiairs,  be  thought  it  deserved 
its  greatest  tribute  of  approbation  from 
the  circumstance  that,  though  proposing 
lome  variations,  it  still  approached  nearer 
to  a  fixed  duty  than  any  act  by  which  it 
bad  been  preceded.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet adhered  to  it  still,  and  so  let  him ; 
but,  if  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  im- 
nsrdiiite  change,  he  was  much  mistaken  if 
his  mind  did  not  prospectively  look  forward 
to  some  time  next   year,   if  not  this,  at 


which  he  would  be  impelled  to  concur  in 
the  opinion  which  was  universally  gaining 
ground.  While  there  is  a  variable  scale 
we  are  at  sen ;  when  the  variations,  as  in 
tlie  present  case,  are  but  few,  we  are 
vvithin  sight  of  the  port,  and  that  port  is  a 
(ixed  duty.  There  was  another  point, 
al^o,  deeply  connected  with  this  question, 
and  that  was,  the  principle  on  which  yon 
It'gislate.  By  a  fixed  duty  you  place  grain 
ill  the  same  position  as  other  articles  of 
importation  ;  whilst,  by  what  is  called  the 
protecting  duty — that  is,  an  ever-varyinji^ 
duty,  for  such  it  must  be — you  afford  a 
li'uidle  for  the  allegation  that  you  are 
{•'^islating  for  classes;  that  it  is  class- 
legislation,  not  universal  or  national  legis- 
1  tiion,  which  you  sanction  and  adopt. 
Pint  if  the  principle  on  which  yon  proceed 
be  that  of  revenue  only,  as  in  the  case  of 
other  imported  articles,  it  appeared  to  him 
t  here  would  be  an  end  of  this  seriouscharge 
of  class  legislation.  It  was  upon  this 
principle  that  he  canvassed  successfully  a 
g;reat  agricultural  county  in  1832,  and 
which  he  maintained  now  as  representing 
a  great  manufacturing  town ;  and  from 
this  varying  experience  he  was  justified  in 
concluding,  that  a  fixed  duty  was  the  only 
nitthod  of  procuring  the  concurrence  of 
both  parties.  In  coming  to  this  conclu- 
sion it  would  be  observed  that  he  had 
spoken  chiefly  of  the  measure  of  fixed  and 
variable  duty  in  the  abstract.  With  re- 
spect to  all  that  had  been  incessantly 
beaten  into  jtheir  ears,  on  the  one  side,  of 
the  hardship  of  throwing  the  poor  agricul- 
tural labourer  out  of  employment  by 
throwing  poor  lands  out  of  cultivation  ; 
and  on  the  other,  of  the  sufferings  of  the 
starving  artisans  by  the  continuance  of  the 
present  system  of  class-legislation,  he 
thought  there  was  a  great  deal  of  hollow- 
ncss  in  the  professions  of  both  parties,  and 
that  each  would  be  greatly  perplexed  by 
(if>priving  it  of  this  argument,  or  pretence, 
of  sympathy  for  the  unhappy  sufferers  on 
either  side.  He  should,  therefore,  leave 
the  rural  advocates  of  the  present  work- 
house system  and  prison  dietaries,  and  the 
Dissenting  ministers  with  bleeding  hearts 
forming  the  Manchester  conference,  who 
alike  agreed  in  the  detestable  principles  of 
tlie  New  Poor-law,  to  settle  their  Corn- 
hiw  differences  between  themselves.  But 
reference  had  been  made  to  a  certain  asso- 
ciition,  called  the  Anti-Corn-law  League. 
Now,  he  had  a  great  abhorrence  of  all 
associations;  they  always  professed  some 
G  2 
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beneficial  object;  but  the  intentions  of 
the  chief  actors  in  them  he  believed  (o  be 
universally  selfish,  anli- social,  and  mis- 
chievous. But  he  did  not  decry  the  pre- 
sent Anti-Corn-law  League  on  account  of 
its  principles  in  the  abstract,  but  really  on 
account  of  the  parties  who  were  the  leaders 
in  it,  and  who  he  believed  were  quite  as 
much  disposed  to  grind  the  poor,  whose 
sufferings  they  professed  to  make  the  ob- 
jects  of  their  stir,  as  any  other  class  in 
her  Majesty's  dominions.  But  while  we 
decried  this  League,  let  us  not  forget 
that  we  had  had  Agricultural  Leagues 
also.  He  believed  such  associations 
deserved  the  epithets  he  had  just  be- 
stowed  on  them ;  but  he  alluded  parti, 
cularly  to  one  grand  agricultural  associa- 
tion which  afibrded  a  mischievous  prece- 
dent to  others,  and  assembled  some  ypars 
ago  within  100  yards  of  that  House.  The 
present  noble  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  denounced  it  as  a  Parliament  sit- 
ting in  the  face  of  the  regular  Par- 
liament, and  dispersing  its  proclama- 
tions all  over  the  kingdom.  These,  how- 
ever,  had  all  been  open  societies.  But 
might  there  not  be  leaguers  of  a  much 
more  dangerous  character,  of  whose  inten- 
tions and  acts  the  public  might  have  but 
slight  information  ?  The  atrocious  Poor- 
law  itself  really  emanated  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  such  a  league.  He  alludtd 
to  the  original  commission,  now  almost 
forgotten,  and  not  to  the  body  commonly 
called  the  Triumvirate.  Gentlemen  who 
knew  a  great  many  of  the  secrets  of  that 
commission  had  told  us  of  the  extreme 
tufieringt  of  the  poor,  and  of  the  discon- 
tent that  would  be  felt  by  the  masses  if 
nothmg  were  done  fur  them.  They  hud 
been  also  told  of  the  wonders  that  Wfre 
to  be  effected  by  education,  even  in  woik- 
houses;  but  was  it  an  astential  preparative 
to  such  education,  that  the  objects  of  it 
should  be  subjected  to  something  little 
short  of  starvation  before  they  commenced 
their  studies?  lie  would  read  to  the 
House  two  of  the  secret  recommendations 
of  this  mind- improving,  body-starving 
commission,  from  which  our  new  Pour-law 
had  emanated.  The  first  of  these  recom- 
mendations was,  that 

"The  commissioners  shall  have  )>owcr  to  re- 
duce allowances,  hut  not  to  enlarge  them.** 

After  some  further  suggestions,  they 
proceeded  thus,  and  to  this  passage  he 
called  especial  attention:  — 


"  After  this  has  been  accomplished,  orders 
may  be  sent  forth,  directing  tliat  after  such  a 
date  all  out-door  relief  should  be  given  partly 
in  kind ;  after  another  period  it  should  be 
wholly  in  kind ;  after  such  another  period  It 
should  be  gradually  diminished  in  auantity, 
until  that  mode  of  relief  was  exhausted.  From 
the  first  the  relief  should  ht  altered  io  qua- 
lity, course  brown  bread  being  substituted  for 
fine  white ;  and  concurrently  with  these  met- 
sures  as  to  the  out-door  poor,  a  gradual  redoc* 
tion  should  be  made  in  tlie  diet  of  Uie  indoor 
poor,  and  strict  regulations  enforced." 

He  should  not  comment  on  language 
like  this  now.  Indeed,  it  was  already 
practically  commented  upon  by  the  se- 
vere sufferings  and  deep-rooted  discon- 
tent of  the  labouring  population.  But, 
if  the  House  would  allow  him,  he  would  re* 
cur  to  the  Corn-law.  He  could  strengtheti 
his  own  opinion,  if  time  would  permit,  by 
all  the  authority  of  great  names,  the  num- 
ber and  weight  of  which  were  alaiott 
universally  on  the  side  which  he  advo- 
cated, but  he  should  only  quote  a  few  of 
them.     Mr.  Huskisson  in  1828, 

''  Lamented  from  the  bottom  of  his  soul  the 
mass  of  evil,  and  misery,  and  destructioa  oC 
capital  which  the  Corn-law,  in  the  course  of 
its  twelve  years'  operation,  had  then  pro- 
duced ;  and  assertea  that  he  could  make  it 
distinctly  appear,  that  the  effect  of  that  bill, 
as  far  as  re^^arded  the  agriculturists  themselves, 
had  been  to  keep  the  prices  of  produce  lower 
for  those  twelve  years  than  they  woald  bave 
been  if  the  trade  in  corn  had  been  free.*' 

Another  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  six  years  afterwards,  declared  in 
this  House,  that 

''The  agricultural  interest  had  been,  dar> 
ing  that  time,  retrograding  from  had  to 
worse.  He  described  the  period  from  tlie 
passing  of  the  C^om-law  in  1815,  down  to  tbe 
time  at  which  he  was  speaking,  as  eighteen 
years  of  suffering,  of  decay,  of  privation,  aad 
vicissitude.*' 

He  said,  that 

"  In  IB!  A  you  were  at  least  fifty  years  in  ad- 
vance of  all  that  could  render  manufactures 
prosperous  ;  the  greater  portion  of  the  natives 
of  both  hemispheres  were  unacquainted  wiUi 
the  diH'erent  arts  by  which  you  were  distin- 
guishe<l ;  there  were  few  restrictive  law*  in 
force  abrouti ;  none  of  tho^e  prohibitory  tariflk 
which  now  encircled  every  frontier  (and  which 
had  since  then  been  greatly  increased).  Oor 
advantaji^e^  we  might  have  preserved,  twi  in* 
stead  of  that  we  threw  them  awav  and  ioi- 
|K»sed  (he  Corn-law.  We  obtif^l  them  to 
enter  into  competition  wiih  us,  to  make  ihoee 
articles  for  themselves  which  we  would  not  sof. 
fer  (hem  to  purchase  from  us,  because  we  re« 
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fused  to  receive  in  exchange  those  commodities 
which  they  alone  could  give  in  exchange.  Thus, 
by  rapid  steps,  we  forced  them  to  be  our  rivals 
when  they  would  gladly  have  become  our 
friends  and  dependents.  .  .  .  His  assumption 
was,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  restrictive  laws 
on  com  immediately  following  the  peace,  Bri- 
tish manafacturtng  industry  would  have  taken  a 
flight  unequalled  even  in  the  days  of  Arkwright 
or  of  Watt,  and  supplied,  without  competition, 
the  whole  world,  instead  of  being,  as  now, 
scarcely  able  to  compete  with  foreigners." 

But  he  would  not  confine  his  remarks 
to  what  had  passed  in  this  House.  What 
said  the  late  duke,  then  only  Marquess  of 
BuckiDgham,  in  1815, 

"  He  protested  against  the  bill,  against  its 
principle,  the  mode  of  carrying  it  into  practice, 
and  against  the  precipitation  with  which  it 
had  been  hurried  through  the  House,  in  defi- 
ance of  the  petitions  of  the  people,  lie  cha- 
racterised the  measure  as  a  bribe  given  to  the 
landed  interest,  to  induce  them  to  acquiesce  in 
the  maintainance  of  war  establishments  in  a 
time  of  peace ;  and  considered  it  as  most  un- 
just to  the  other  classes  of  the  community,  that 
the  landholders  should  thus  have  secured  to 
them,  in  a  time  of  peace,  the  high  prices  which 
they  had  obtained  during  a  period  of  war." 

But  the  opinions  of  Lord  Granville 
were,  probably,  more  entitled  to  weight 
than  those  of  any  statesman  of  this  cen- 
tury, l^t  any  man  read  his  celebrated 
protest  against  the  Corn-law  Bill.  Though 
a  prophecy  at  that  time,  it  read  now  like 
a  true  history  of  the  disastrous  conse- 
quences which  that  law  has  entailed  upon 
the  iodustrious  classes  of  the  community, 
both  ai^ricultural  and  manufacturing.  He 
could  6nd  but  little  deserving  the  title  of 
an  argument  on  the  other  side.  The 
Speech  of  a  right  hon.  Baronet,  who  was 
the  chief  defender  of  the  Corn-law,  in 
1834,  assigned  the  only  cause,  and  that 
cause  unhappily  derived  from  the  principle 
of  class-legislation,  for  the  continuance  of 
those  laws.     He  said, 

^^  If  the  effect  of  the  proposed  measure 
should  be  to  reduce  rents  20  per  cent.,  he 
spoke  advisedly  when  he  said  that  two-thirds 
of  the  landed  property  of  England  would  at 
once  change  hands.*' 

Now,  this  could  certainly  mean  but  one 
thing,  viz.,  the  protection  of  those  who 
had  mortgages  on  their  estates ;  and  while 
some  taxed  the  poor  with  improvidence,  it 
was  but  a  corrective  hint  from  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  that  others  as  well  as  the 
mere  poor  might  be  improvident  also.  He 
woald  take  the  liberty  of  adding  a  foreign 


example  to  those  drawn  from  the  domestic 
policy  of  our  own  country.     If  there  was 
one   thing   more   than  another   which   a 
Frenchman  ought  to  wish  for  the  honour 
and  security  of  his  country,  it  would  be  a 
navy.     Bonaparte,  in  his  furious  projects 
for  universal  empire  by  land,  entirely  neg- 
lected   that    arm  of   national    greatness. 
Now,  he  recollected  to  have  learned  many 
years  ago,  that  a  mercantile  navy,  which 
is  so  easily  convertible  into  a  Royal  navy, 
had  partially  sprung  up  of  itself  in  France ; 
for  a  most  active  commerce  had,  without 
any   encouragement  of  the  Government 
taken  place  between  Odessa  and  the  ports 
of  the  Black  Sea,  and  the  Mediterranean 
ports  of  France;  and   it   appeared   that 
many  thousand  seamen  had  been  formed 
and  were  employed  in  that  service.     Here 
then  was  the  nucleus  of  naval  grandeur  for 
France — here  was  the  first  germ  of  that 
power    which    every    Frenchman    ought 
devoutly   to   covet.      But  what  was   the 
consequence?    The  landed  interest — and 
he  believed  he  might  venture  to  call  the 
landed  interest  of  France  at  that  period, 
the  least  respectable  in  Europe,  for  it  was 
composed  almost  entirely  of  the  purcha- 
sers or  plunderers  of  the  property  of  the 
ancient  nobility  and  emigrants — this  land- 
ed  interest  of  France  began  to  find  out 
that  with  other   articles  some   corn   was 
imported  from  Odessa,  and  that  the  mar- 
kets, as  they  asserted,   were  thereby  kept 
low.     This  landed  interest  in  consequence 
so   persecuted  and   pestered    the  French 
Ministers  with  exaggerated  representations 
of  their  ruin,  that  the  Government  actually 
stopped  this  trade,   prohibiting   importa- 
tions from  Odessa.     And  what  became  of 
the  thousands  of  seamen,  the  elements  of 
a  future  marine  for  France !     They  were 
thrown    out   of  employment,    they   were 
totally  annihilated  as  seamen.    But  would 
it  not  be   most  disgraceful  in  the  ancient 
hereditary  landed  interest  of  England  to 
be  pursuing  the  same  course  as  the  unti- 
tled  possessors  of  land   in    France, — to 
require  the  sacrifice  of  the  shipping  inter- 
ests of  their  country,  of  the  commercial 
interest,  of  the   manufacturing  interest, 
and  of  all  the  other  interests  that  consti- 
tute the  greatness  of  a  slate,  to  their  cupi. 
dity  ?     These  might  be  unpleasant  truths, 
but  they  were  truths,  and  ought  to  have 
their  weight  upon  men  who  had  the  good 
of  their  country,  and  not  that  of  a  sect, 
or  faction,  or  party,  at  heart.     He  should 
deprecate  most  strongly    any  vindictive 
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feeling  on  either  side,  and  proceed  to 
legislate  on  the  <|ue8tion  off  the  Corn-laws 
with  that  becoiniii'4  calmness  und  tenopcr 
which  so  important  a  subject  deserved. 
Whenever  the  simple  principle  of  a  fixed 
or  variable  duty  came  fairly  before  the 
House,  he  should  vote  for  the  former. 

Mr.  Ward  did  not  expect  that  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  address  would  be  reopentd 
on  the  present  occasion  ;  and  certainly, 
but  for  the  important  observations  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Nottingham,  he  would 
not  have  taken  any  part  in  the  debate ; 
but  the  position  of  that  hon.  Member,  his 
connexion  with  a  great  agricultural  county, 
and  now  representing  a  large  manufac- 
turing constituency,  and  the  side  of  the 
House  from  which  he  spoke,  gave  to  his 
rcmaiks,  in  themselves  well  chosen,  an 
importance  which  could  not  be  passed 
over  without  notice.  He  thought  the 
country  was  under  much  obligation  to 
that  hon.  Member  for  the  expression  of 
his  sentiments  on  the  important  subject 
to  which  they  referred,  and  for  the  time 
chosen  for  that  expression.  The  hou. 
Member's  speech  showed  thai  there  was 
a  growing  disposition  in  the  country  to 
meet  the  question  by  discussion.  It 
showed  the  existence  of  a  desire  to  have 
it  discussed  with  calmness.  It  also  showed 
that  many  hon.  Members  who  sat  behind 
tho  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the 
Government,  and  who  gave  him  generally 
their  support,  would  not  allow  the  ques- 
tian  to  remain  in  its  present  position  ;  and 
that  even  amongst  tliose  who  were  most 
connected  with  agriculture  a  great  change 
of  opinion  was  being  gradually  brought 
al>out.  Among  this  class  of  men  there 
was  a  sincere  desire  to  see  things  placed 
on  a  footing  which  would  atfbrd  some 
promise  of  stability.  Everybody  out  of 
the  House  felt  that  the  present  Corn- law 
was  not,  nor  could  be,  nor  would  be  last- 
ing. Everybody  knew  this ;  everybody 
knew  that,  though  the  subject  was  not  in- 
cluded in  the  Queen's  speech  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Session,  the  right  hon. 
iiantnct  himself  was  lully  aware  that  this 
l.iw  I'ouKl  not  be  left  wiiorr  it  was.  There 
w.iH  a  ^ei)t- ral  fifHu*^  of  dissatisfaction  at 
tliu  wurkitii!  of  {\\f^  law,  which  was  bccooi- 
ill;;  every  day  stronger  and  more  t^cneral 
thrnti£|)(>ut  ilio  rf»untry.  This  fcH«linjj 
existed  anion^  the  a^ricultuii^ls  ihcni 
M  Ives,  lit:  spoke  now  from  hi**  own  e\. 
I»erience  ;  and  he  knew  that  many  wli  >, 
throe  years  ago,  would  have  ihowo  iheu* 
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selves  the  most  inveterate  denoonceffs  of 
tho<e  who  ventured  to  hint  at  the  poiti- 
bility  of  a  repeal,  now  said  that  a  toul 
and  absolute  repeal  would  be  better  bock 
for  the  farmer  and  tenant  than  the  tvtteoi 
as  it  at  present  stood.  They  laiif  Ihal 
they  could  not  farm  without  leatetv  smI 
they  could  nol  take  leases  without  know- 
ing what  was  to  be  done  with  the  Cora- 
laws.  No  tenant  possessing  capita!  woold 
invest  it  under  these  circumstances.  It 
was  in  vain  to  hope  for  any  great  im- 
provement in  English  agriculture — for  any 
approximation,  to  the  state  of  things  in 
Scotland  without  increased  confidence, 
and  that  conBdence  could  not  be  secured 
without  a  law  that  should  have  the  gene- 
ral assent  of  the  community.  Tlie  right 
hon.  Baronet  knew  that  the  present  law 
had  not  the  general  assent  of  the  cooimo- 
nity ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  ma- 
nufacturing interest  felt  that  it  was  crvth- 
ing  their  prosperity,  and  standing  in  the 
way  of  their  interest  at  every  step.  The 
town  which  he  had  the  honour  to  repre- 
sent, offered  conclusive  proof  that  the 
Corn- law  was  the  cause  of  much  suffer* 
ing.  The  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Home  Department,  had,  in 
some  degree,  alleviated  the  distress  of  the 
labouring  classes  in  Sheffield  by  sanction- 
ing the  appropriation  of  a  considerable 
sum  from  the  fund  devoted  to  the  carrying 
on  of  public  works,  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  them  employment ;  but  if  it  were 
not  for  the  Corn-laws,  full  employment 
for  all  would  be  furnished  by  the  trade  of 
the  United  States.  Corn  ought,  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  Nottingham  proposed, 
at  least  to  be  put  on  the  satiie  footing  as 
other  articles  of  commerce,  for  it  was 
the  most  important  article  of  all.  The 
ri|;ht  hon.  Baronet  declared  last  Session 
that  his  great  object  was  to  remove  every 
restriction  upon  raw  materials,  which  were 
the  staple  of  labour ;  and  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  contended,  that  the  removal  of 
such  restrictions  would  give  such  an  im- 
pulse to  industry,  as  would  soon  com- 
pensate for  any  Io.m  which  the  revenue 


nii;;!a  mi  mod  lately  'buffer  from  the  abroga- 
tion of  duties.  Why  did  not  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  apply  the  Mme  principles  to  com. 
He  had  heard  the  Koyal  Speech  with  the 
(h'cpcst  scn»e  of  pain  and  disappointment. 
He  hnd  expected  that  the  richt  hon.  Ba- 
ronet would  nut  lake  his  stand  upon  the 
change^  which  he  had  ctlected  last  Ses- 
sion ;  but  that,  professing  as  be  did  soaad 
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principles  cooMsleol  with  reason  and  con- 
firmed by  experience,  he  would  have  con- 
tinued in  the  career  which  he  entered 
apoD  last  Session,  and  in  which  he  would 
have  had  the  support  of  every  reflecting 
man  in  the  country.  He  was  aware  of  the 
right  boD.  Baronet's  position  ;  there  was 
a  party  at  his  back  who  would  not  allow 
him  to  exercise  a  fair  judgment  upon  these 
important  questions.  It  was  thought,  last 
Session,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had, 
to  a  certain  extent,  parted  company  with 
those  dead  weights  upon  his  policy ;  but, 
somehow  or  other,  it  became  apparent,  as 
the  Session  approached,  that  their  influence 
was  exerted  upon  him  in  a  very  sensible 
manner.  This  was  a  circumstance  which 
would  cause  deep  disappointment  in  the 
country.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  per- 
sons had,  like  himself,  been  looking  for- 
ward to  her  Majesty's  Speech,  in  the 
expectation  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  not  rest  satis6ed  with  what  he  had 
done  last  Session,  which  he  himself  ac- 
knowledged to  be  incomplete,  but  would 
proceed  in  the  useful  path  which  he  then 
entered  upon,  and  at  every  step  effect  a 
sensible  alleviation  of  the  distress  of  the 
country.  The  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Nottingham  was  important,  as  indi- 
cating a  point  upon  which  something  like 
an  approximation  of  opinion  might  take 
place ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  felt  it 
necessary  to  declare  that  in  his  opinion  a 
fixed  doty  upon  corn  must,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, bear  the  character  of  injustice. 
He  conld  not  admit  that  corn  ought  to  be 
dealt  with  merely  as  any  other  article  of 
importation.  A  fixed  duty  on  corn  would 
always  partake  of  the  character  of  what 
the  hon.  Member  had  described  as  class- 
legislation.  Practical  men  might,  it  was 
true,  prefer  a  low  fixed  duty  to  the  conti. 
nuance  of  an  agitation  of  which  they  might 
see  no  end  for  many  years  to  come;  but 
it  roust  be  recollected  that  to  impose  a 
fixed  duty  on  corn  imported,  was,  in  fact, 
to  impose  that  duty  upon  all  corn  grown 
in  this  country.  In  order  to  derive  a  re- 
venue of  5s.  a  quarter  on  two  millions  of 
quarters  imported,  the  people  would  have, 
in  fact,  to  pay  that  amount  of  duty  upon 
twenty  millions  of  quarters  of  home  growth. 
He  regretted,  that  the  noble  Lord  on  that 
side  of  the  House  (Lord  J.  Russell)  had 
not  taken  the  opportunity  last  night  of 
explaining  his  views  as  to  the  amount  of 
fixed  duty  which  he  considered  necessary. 
The  proposal  of  a  low  fixed  duty  might. 


perhaps,  be  the  meaife  of  enabling  parties 
to  approximate  to  an  agreement  upon  the 
question,  a  result  which  was  greatly  to  be 
desired,  for  as  to  leaving  the  matter  as  it 
stood  it  was  utterly  impossible,  and  the 
agriculturists  would  lean  upon  a  broken 
reed,  if  they  thought  the  question  could 
remain  in  its  present  unsatisfactory  state. 
Even  among  the  ranks  of  the  agriculturists 
were  to  be  found  those  who  recognised  the 
validity  of  the  arguments  upon  which  was 
grounded  the  claim  for  the  Repeal  of  the 
Corn-laws.  In  a  recent  publication,  an 
article  had  appeared  on  our  commercial 
policy  at  home  and  abroad,  the  author- 
ship of  which  was  generally  ascribed  to 
the  right  hon.  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  He  referred  distinctly 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  because  it 
was  desirable  the  country  should  know 
whether  the  principles  enunciated  in  the 
article  in  question  were  professed  by  the 
Government.  If  that  should  prove  to  be 
the  case,  those  Gentlemen  who  clamoured 
for  protection  to  agriculture  ought  to  go 
to  school  to  their  own  leaders.  The  right 
hon.  the  Vice-President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  would  inform  them  that  they  could 
not  hope  for  a  home  market  for  their  pro- 
duce unless  the  manufacturers  had  a  fo- 
reign market  for  theirs.  The  principles 
propounded  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
were  excellent;  all  that  was  wanting  was, 
that  they  should  be  carried  into  practice. 
He  did  not  like  to  see  a  broad  ground  laid 
down  in  theory,  and  the  narrowest  pos- 
sible ground  taken  in  practice.  What  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  did  last  Session  was 
good  for  a  beginning,  but  bad  for  an  end- 
ing. The  right  hon.  Baronet  could  not 
rest  his  fame  as  a  commercial  reformer 
upon  what  he  had  done ;  but  must  go 
further.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  might, 
if  he  pleased,  obtain  the  highest  reputa- 
tion of  any  man  who  had  ever  engaged  in 
the  work  of  commercial  reform  ;  for  this 
it  was  only  necessary  that  he  should  pro-e 
ceed  to  act  upon  the  principles  which  he 
had  propounded  last  Session,  and  not 
shrink  from  applying  them,  in  order  to 
suit  the  exigencies  of  a  party.  The  agri- 
cultural interest  could  never  enjoy  pros- 
perity unless  the  manufacturing  interest 
could  find  a  vent  for  their  products.  At 
present,  those  sources  of  industry  which 
had  furnished  employment  for  surplus  la- 
bour, were  dammed  up,  and  the  popula- 
tion was  driven  back  upon  the  agricultural 
districts.    The  hon,  Member  for  Halifax 
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spoke  feelingly  last*night  on  the  effect 
which  the  want  of  manufacturiDg  cmploy- 
meDt  produced  upon  agricultural  labourers 
in  the  north  of  England.  Similar  results 
were  beginning  to  be  observable  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  kingdom.  And,  men 
who  had  been  absent  for  twenty  years  were 
coming  back  to  their  parishes  and  adding 
to  the  surplus  population.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  these  men  in  the  union 
workhouses,  whereas  under  a  better  sys- 
tem of  commercial  policy  they  would  be 
able  to  obtain  employment  in  the  large 
towns.  He  would  caution  the  owners  of 
land,  that  if  some  employment  were  not 
found  for  that  population  by  the  eipan- 
sion  of  trade,  there  would,  before  long,  be 
DO  security  for  property. 

Mr.  lAddell  must  object  to  the  incon- 
venient, he  might  say,  the  unfair  course  of 
getting  up  a  discussion  on  the  Corn-laws, 
on  the  question  for  bringing  up  the  Report 
on  the  Address,  which  did  not  contain  one 
word  in  allusion  to  that  subject;  but  after 
the  speeches  of  the  two  hon.  Members 
who  had  preceded  him,  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  remain  silent.     The  observa- 
tions which  the  hon.  Member  for  Notting- 
ham  had  quoted  from    Mr.  Huskisson's 
speeches  were  directed,  not  against  such  a 
law  as  now  existed,  but  against  the  law  of 
1815.      Mr.  Huskisson    was  himself  the 
author  of  the  sliding  scale,  and  it  was 
absurd    to  quote   him   with   the  view  of 
making  it  appear  that  he  was  opposed  to 
a  law  founded  upon  that  principle.     Al- 
though the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  had 
complimented  the  hon.  Member  for  Not- 
tingham's speech,  it  was  evident  that  he 
did  not  concur  in  the  views  of  that  hon. 
Member.    The  principal  ground  on  which 
the  agricultural  interest  opposed  a  fixed 
duty  was,  that  it  was  intended  to  be  merely 
the  stepping-stone  to  total  repeal.     The 
hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  would  nut  ven- 
ture  to  say,  that  he  thought  a  6xed  duty 
would  be  maintained  for  any  long  period ; 
what,   then,  would   become  of  the  hon. 
Member's  argument  respecting  the  feeling 
of  uncertainty  which  prevailed  under  the 
existing  law?     lie,  however,  denied  that 
any  such  uncertainty  did  exist.  The  agri- 
culturist  felt  that  he  enjoyed  much  greater 
security  under  the  present  law,  than  he 
could  have  under  a  6xed  duty.    In  fact,  a 
fixed  duty  would  be   no  security  at  all. 
He  rejoiced  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at 
Uie  head  of  the  Government  had  declared 
bis  deteimiuatiou  to  maiotaio  the  prcKut 


law.    The  uncertainty  to  which  tbe  boo. 
Member  for  Sheffiela  bad  alluded,  was 
occasioned,  not  by  the  state  of  tbe  law* 
but   by  the  violent  language  wbicb  bad 
been  used  throughout  the  country.    Tbe 
uncertainty  alluded  to  existed,  to  a  great 
extent,   only   in   the   mind  of  the  boo. 
Member  himself.     Leases  were  coneloded 
under  the  present  law  upon  a  very  atmple 
principle,  the  rent  being  made  dependeot 
on  the  average  price  of  core.     In  tbat 
way  the  uncertainty  caused  by  the  preteot 
state  of  the  law  was  got  rid  of.    Improve* 
ments  in  the  cultivation  of  the  buid  were 
being  carried  on  to  as  great  an  e&teoi  as 
he  ever  witnessed,  and  to  a  persoo  tra- 
veling through   the  kingdom,  tbe  wbole 
country  bore  the  appearance  of  a  gardeo. 
What  he  stated  were  facts,  wbicb  be  de* 
fied  all  the  leaguers  in  the  country  to  dia* 
prove,  however  they  might  be  denied  in 
that  House,  or  at   the  meetings  of  tbe 
league.     If  the  right  boo.  Baronet  bad 
shown  any  symptom  of  wavering,  in  tbe 
support  of  the  law  which  he  bad  bimaeif 
put  upon  a  sound  footing  last  year,  aacb 
conduct  would  have  been  productive  of  a 
hundred  times  more  mischief  than  all  tbe 
denunciations  of  the   Corn-law  Leagoe, 
He  congratulated  the  friends  of  tbe  agri* 
cultural  interest,  and  the  true  friends  of 
the  commercial    and   manufacturing  in* 
terest,  upon  the  firm  stand  made  by  tbe 
right  hon.  Baronet  on  this  point.     Before 
sitting  down,  he  would  add  a  few  words 
upon  another  subject.    He  should  not  act 
the  part  of  an  honest  representative  of  tbe 
people,  and  a  true  friend  of  the  Goverunsent, 
if  he  did  not  declare,  with  the  deepest  pain, 
that  the  present  state  of  the  laboarinc 
classes  was  most  deplorable.     He  woold 
not  have  objected  to  have  beard  from  tbe 
right  hon.  Baronet,  in  bis  speech  of  last 
night,  a  further  admission  to  that  effect. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  adverted  to 
the  returns  of  tbe  deposits  in  the  Savings* 
banks.     He  was  not  prepared  to  say  bow 
far  those  returns  furnished  a  valid  test  of 
the  condition  of  the  working  classes ;  but, 
if  they  were  so,  he  would  receive  tbe  evi- 
dence of  improvement  with  gladness.    He 
was   not  disposed  to  take  a  desponding 
view  of  public  affairs ;  if  anything,  be  was 
of  too   sanguine   a  disposition.      There 
were,  however,  circumstances  which  indi- 
cated but  too  plainly  the  unfortunate  con- 
dition of  the  working  classes.     In  some 
localities,  the  poor-rates  almost  eat  up  tbe 
rentals.    In  some  portions  of  tbe  town  of 
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Sunderland,  the  quarterly  rates  were  from 
4s.  to  4s.  6d,  iQ  the  pound,  making  an 
annual  rate  of  not  less  than  I65.  in  the 
ponod.  So  great  was  the  pressure  on  the 
workhouses  in  many  parts  of  the  king- 
dom,  that  the  boasted  workhouse  test  was 
altogether  abandoned.  The  state  of  the 
prisons  also  exhibited  evidence  of  extend- 
ing distress  and  consequent  demoraliza- 
tion. It  was  his  firm  belief,  that  if  the 
Corn-laws  were  to  be  repealed,  the  dis- 
tresSy  so  far  from  being  alleviated,  would 
be  greatly  aggravated  in  all  its  symptoms. 
That  was  his  firm  and  deliberate  opinion ; 
and  if  it  were  not,  he  would  not  stand  up 
to  Tindicate  the  existing  system  of  Corn- 
laws.  Employment  was  what  the  labour- 
ing classes  wanted ;  and  the  only  means 
of  improving  their  condition  was  by  fur- 
nishing them  with  employment.  It  was 
by  the  revival  of  trade  alone  that  employ- 
ment could  be  provided.  A  glimmering 
of  improvement  in  this  respect  was  open- 
ing before  them,  and  he  trusted  it  would 
brighten  into  a  brilliant  prospect. 

Mr.  Ewart  observed,  that  the  distress 
of  the  people  was  universally  admitted ; 
and  he  therefore  hailed  with  infinite  satis- 
faction the  support  to  justice  and  humanity 
which  had  been  that  night  given  by  the 
bon.  Member  for  Nottingham,  whose 
opinion  was  of  great  importance,  not  only 
because  he  represented  a  great  m an u fac- 
toring constituency — Hot  only  because  he 
was  connected  by  residliifnce  and  property 
with  a  great  afiricultural  district,  but  be- 
cause he  was  likewise  connected  with  one 
of  the  greatest  combinations  of  talent 
which  the  press  of  this  country  possessed. 

Report  read. 

'On  the  question  that  it  be  read  a  second 
tioie, 

Mr.  FUliers  wished  to  put  a  question 
to  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  in  consequence 
of  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northumberland,  which  was,  whether 
he  bad  been  correctly  represented  by  him, 
or  whether  he  had  been  misapprehended 
on  that  side  of  the  House.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Northumberland  congratu- 
lated bis  friends  on  the  pledge  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  given  last  night  to 
adhere  to  the  present  Corn-law,  as  a  final 
settlement,  and  as  considering  himself 
bound  by  that  declaration  to  make  no 
farther  change  ;  he  had  been  understood, 
on  his  side,  to  confine  that  declaration  to 
the  present  moment.     Would  the  right 


hon.  Baronet,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
country,  state  what  he  did  say. 

Sir  R,  Peel  said,  he  had  no  objection 
to  give  the  best  atiswer  in  his  power  to 
the  question  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and, 
whatever  objection  their  might  be  to  an- 
swering general  questions  of  this  kind, still, 
on  a  matter  of  such  importance,  he  would 
endeavour  to  return  as  complete  an  answer 
as  he  could.  He  did  not  at  present  con- 
template any  alteration  in  the  Corn  Bill, 
as  agreed  to  last  Session.  He  did  not 
think  that  a  sufficient  period  had  elapsed 
since  the  passing  of  that  bill  to  give  it 
a  fair  trial ;  and  he  certainly  preferred 
that  bill  to  any  proposition  that  he  had 
since  heard.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
substitution  of  a  fixed  duty  would  secure 
for  agriculture  the  same  degree  of  protec- 
tion. When  the  hon.  Member  for  Shef- 
field (Mr.  Ward)  calculated  that  a  fixed 
duty,  say  of  5s,  a  quarter,  would  subject 
the  country  not  only  to  a  tax  of  6s,  a 
quarter  on  the  com  imported,  but  that  it 
would  be  equivalent  to  a  tax  of  5s,  on  the 
20,000,000  of  quarters  grown  at  home  and 
consumed  there — when  the  hon.  Member 
maintained,  in  short,  that  such  a  fixed 
duty  would  be  equal  to  a  tax  of  5,000,000/. 
he  could  not  at  all  reconcile  it  to  his  own 
mind  how  the  hon.  Member  could  think 
•f  taking  his  stand  on  the  principle  of 
a  fixed  duty.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore, 
as  he  (Sir  R.[Peel}  had  heard  nothing  to 
convince  him  of  the  great  advantage  there 
would  be  in  the  adoption  of  a  fixed  duty, 
he  must  retain  the  opinion  he  had  ex- 
pressed last  Session,  and  oppose  any 
alteration  in  the  present  state  of  the  law. 
That  was  all  he  felt  it  necessary  at  pre- 
sent to  state  with  respect  to  the  Corn- 
laws.  He  never  intended  to  bind  himself 
to  adhere  irrevocably  to  any  particular 
law.  Never  would  he  agree  to  purchase 
any  degree  of  support  by  an  engagement 
to  take  his  stand,  not  on  a  principle,  but 
on  some  existing  law,  in  which  it  was 
impossible  for  any  man  to  say  that  the 
interests  of  the  country  would  not  make  it 
necessary  to  introduce  alterations  from 
time  to  time. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Address  ordered  to  be  presented  to  her 
Majesty,  by  such  Members  of  the  House 
as  were  of  her  Majesty^s  Honourable  Privy 
Council. 

Poor-laws  (Scotland).]  Mr.  E.  JBU 
lice  moved  an  address  for  a  copy  of  the 
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warraot  given  to  the  commiuion  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  Scotch  Poor- 
law  system.  He  regretted  that  a  system 
so  admittedly  defective  shotild  be  unat- 
tended to  for  so  long  a  time.  The  evils 
were  admitted  in  the  last  Session,  and 
since  that  time  the  distress  had  increased 
considerably  in  the  west  part  of  Scotland, 
and  no  steps  had  been  taken  to  remedy 
it,  nor  had  any  efforts  been  made  to  pro- 
cure the  returns  ordered  by  the  House 
respecting  the  relief  which  had  been 
afforded.  Seven  months  ago  a  promise 
to  inquire  had  been  made,  but  the  com- 
mission to  inquire  was  only  appointed  in 
January  last.  It  consisted  of  the  follow- 
ing persons  :~Lord  Melville,  Lord  Bell- 
haven,  Mr.  H.  Home  Drummond,  Mr. 
Campbell,  of  Craigie^  Mr.  Twisleton,  Dr. 
Macrarlan,and  the  Rev.  James  Robertson. 
He,  for  his  own  part,  had  no  belief  in 
the  efficacy  of  the  commission,  or  in  any 
good  that  was  likely  to  result  from  it. 
The  composition  of  the  commission  was 
not  calculated  to  induce  a  belief  in 
Scotland  that  a  fair  or  impartial  inquiry 
would  be  instituted.  Four  of  the  seven, 
a  majority  of  the  whole,  were  selected 
out  of  the  class  which  was  opposed  to 
any  improvement  of  the  present  system, 
and  had  endeavoured  to  stifle  all  inquiry, 
namely,  the  Scottish  landlords.  He  would 
put  it  to  any  one  who  knew  the  country, 
whether  the  Scottish  landlords  were  likely 
to  institute  a  fair  inquiry  ?  He  did  not 
mean  to  make  any  individual  allusion,  as 
there  were  not  four  gentlemen  of  that 
class  more  deserving  or  respectable  than 
those  four  gentlemen.  The  fault  was  in 
their  position,  and  it  would  be  quite  as 
well  to  expect  an  impartial  report  on  the 
operation  of  the  Corn-laws  from  the 
Buckinghamshire  Agricultural  Associa- 
tion, as  to  expert  that  Scotch  landlords 
should  report  impartially  on  the  present 
Poor-law  system  of  that  country.  Of 
the  other  three  who  composed  the  commis- 
sion, two  were  clergymen  of  the  Scotch 
establishment  It  should  be  remembered 
that  all  the  legal  relief  which  was  afforded 
in  Scotland  passed  through  the  hands  of 
the  clergy,  and  could  it  be  supposed  that 
they  would  consent  to  forgo  a  power  which 
they  sometimes  exercised  injuriously  ? 
Mr.  Twisleton  wan  the  only  gentleman 
upon  the  commission  from  whom  a  fair 
or  impartial  inquiry  could  be  expected. 
Those  who  had  framed  the  commission 
bad  gone  out  of  tbt  way  to  exclude  men 


residing  in  large  towns,  and  io  wbon  tbt 
public  would  place  confidence.  He  aieaal 
those  men  whose  condnct  had  excited  Um 
highest  admiration — namely,  the  Dnwot* 
ing  ministers.  He  hoped  their  coodod 
would  stir  them  to  show  up  the  preaeirt 
poor -starvation  —  he  could  not  call  it 
relief — law  in  its  proper  cdoars*  and  if 
the  country  at  large  were  made  fully 
aware  of  its  enormities,  it  woald  not  be  of 
long  continuance. 

Sir  R.  Peel  was  surprised  to  bear  Ibe 
hon.  Gentleman  complain  of  a  delay  Hi 
the  appointment  of  the  commisaioo.  Thoae 
with  whom  the  hon.  Gentleman  usually 
acted  had  been  for  ten  years  io  power, 
and  yet  they  had  not  gone  as  far  as  a 
commission.  A  right  hon.  Gentlemaii 
who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  afiura 
of  Scotland  had  been  an  Under  Secretary 
of  State  during  a  portion  of  that  lime, 
and  he  had  made  no  propositioo  oo  the 
subject.  The  subject,  it  appeared,  was 
so  difficult  a  one,  that  during  ten  years 
the  preceding  Government  had  not  been 
able  to  take  a  single  step ;  and  yet  the 
present  Government  was  to  be  eeoaured 
because  he  had  proceeded  no  further  than 
a  commission  since  July  last.  From  what 
had  been  said  last  year  upon  the  suhjcct, 
especially  as  regarded  the  operation  of 
the  system  in  large  towns,  he  (Sir  R. 
Peel)  said,  that  it  was  absolutely 
sary  that  'some  inquiry  should  be  set 
foot,  and  the  amsequence  was,  that  the 
present  commission  was  appointed,  and  k 
was  to  be  regretted  that  the  hoo.  Member 
for  Wigton,  who  was  so  emioently  quali- 
fied to  enter  into  the  inquiry,  was  piw* 
vented  by  ilUhealth  from  acting  with  the 
commission.  But  the  hon.  Gentleman 
said,  that  because  there  were  dergymen 
and  men  of  landed  property  upon  the 
commission,  the  inquiry  could  not  be  an 
impartial  one.  He  felt  himself  called 
upon  to  vindicate  the  hon.  Geotlemau's 
country  from  the  aspersion  which  the  boo. 
Cvcnileman  himself  had  thrown  upon  it. 
So  far  from  being  desirous  of  retaining 
the  power  of  relief  in  their  own  hands, 
they  were  desirous  of  having  it  coofided 
to  commissioners.  Were  such  men  as 
Lord  Melville  and  the  others  who  com- 
posed the  commission  liable  to  the  charge 
of  partiality  ?  Having  now  for  the  first 
time  instituted  a  commission  to  inquire 
into  the  operation  of  the  Poor*law  system 
in  Scotland,  what  could  be  more  de* 
sirable,  what  could  be  more  useful,  than 


181 


PooT'Laws 


{Feb.  3} 


(Scotland). 


\6i 


the  aid  and  informatioD  of  the  clergy  in 
following  out  the  investigation?  The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  made  the  complaint  was 
silent  for  ten  years,  and  now  he  taxed 
thoM  at  present  in  power,  and  who  had 
commenced  an  investigation,  with  the 
delay  of  a  few  months.  If  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  look  to  the  appointment  of 
the  commission,  he  would  find,  that 
though  the  terms  were  brief,  the  subject 
of  inquiry  was  comprehensive. 

Mr.  F.  Maule  complained  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  in  answering  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  St.  Andrew's  had  thought  fit  to 
aim  at  the  late  Administration.  [No, 
no.}  Why,  it  was  stated,  that  having 
been  in  power  for  ten  years,  they  had  not 
during  that  time  made  any  inquiry  into 
the  working  of  the  Poor-law  system  in 
Scotland.  The  fact  was,  the  hardships  of 
the  present  system  did  not  appear  so  pro- 
minently until  the  last  two  years.  Had 
the  same  circumstances  occurred  sooner, 
and  had  the  attention  of  his  noble  Friend 
behind  him  (Lord  J.  Russell)  been  called 
to  the  subject,  that  noble  Lord  would 
have  acted  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  done>  and  would 
have  taken  the  question  into  his  own 
hands,  but  he  would  not  have  legislated 
without  first  instituting  a  full  inquiry. 
The  attention  of  the  House  had  been 
called  to  the  subject  on  the  17th  of  last 
June,  upon  which  occasion  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  said  that  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment should  be  directed  to  it.  A 
commission  might  have  been  sooner  ap- 
pointed, and  sufficient  information  pro- 
cured in  the  interim,  so  as  to  enable  the 
Government  to  propose  some  remedy 
during  the  present  Session.  With  respect 
to  the  commission  which  had  been  ap- 
pointed, he  (Mr.  F.  Maule)  considered 
that  none  could  be  more  fairly  constituted. 
No  name  could  inspire  more  confidence 
than  that  of  Lord  Melville,  and  no  person 
was  better  informed  upon  the  subject. 
Scotland  was  deeply  indebted  to  him  for 
the  Prison  Bill,  and  there  was  no  doubt 
would  be  equally  indebted  for  his  exer- 
tions in  the  proposed  inquiry.  It  was  ne- 
cessary that  the  commission  should  inspire 
confidence,  and  though  he  was  sure  the 
one  appointed  could  not  fail  to  do  so,  still 
it  would  increase  this  confidence — and  it 
was  not  yet  too  late  to  make  the  attempt 
— if  some  individuals  from  the  large  towns 
were  appointed  on  thecommimion. 

8ir  iZ«  Peelf  in  explanotioDi  said^  he 


had  no  intention  of  throwing  the  slightest 
blame  upon  the  late  Administration.  He 
had  himself  hesitated  long  upon  the  sub- 
ject, as  it  was  one  upon  which  he  did  not 
think  it  wise  or  prudent  to  enter  hastily. 

Mr.  Campbell  complained  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  St.  Andrew's  for  stating  that 
the  clergy  made  an  injurious  use  of  their 
power  of  distributing  relief.  It  was  an 
assertion  which  he  would  not  allow  to  pass 
uncontradicted,  as  there  was  no  body  of 
men  who  could  more  fairly  or  judiciously 
manage  the  relief  fund  than  they  had 
done  ;  and  if  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
day  a  great  body  of  those  men  should  be 
compelled  to  leave  the  church  of  their 
fathers,  it  would  be  too  late  to  find  how 
much  the  aristocracy  would  lose  when  de- 
prived of  the  assistance  of  those  whose 
services  were  so  valuable  in  administering 
the  funds  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  Did 
the  hon.  Member  for  St.  Andrew's  remem- 
ber the  distress  in  the  western  highlands 
in  1830? 

Mr.  Ellice  in  explanation  said,  that  he 
had  not  intended  to  imply  anything  in- 
jurious to  the  clergy  of  Scotland ;  he 
merely  meant  to  say  that  they  did  not 
exactly  constitute  the  body  best  qualified 
to  distribute  relief  to  the  poor. 

Mr.  Wallace  was  convinced  the  com- 
mission would  give  great  satisfaction  in 
Scotland.  It  ought  to  have  been  ap- 
pointed sooner,  but  better  late  than  never. 
He  had  only  one  objection  to  make  to  it, 
and  that  was,  that  one  or  two  dissenting 
ministers  had  not  been  placed  on  it.  It 
was  not,  however,  too  late  to  correct  the 
error.  The  men  whose  names  were  al- 
ready there,  were  very  competent,  and 
would  give  great  satisfaction.  He  was 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  differ  on  the  subject 
from  his  young  friend. 

Sir  James  Graham  said,  it  was  a  long 
time  before  he  could  make  up  his  mind  to 
grant  this  commission,  and  he  was,  there- 
fore, the  less  surprised  that  the  late  Go- 
vernment should  so  long  have  delayed  the 
inquiry.  Nothing  but  a  conviction  of  the 
great  sufferings  that  had  prevailed  in  the 
manufacturing  districts  had  induced  him 
to  consent  to  disturb  a  system  which,  on 
tlie  whole,  had  acted  well.  He  could  not, 
however,  conceal  from  himself  the  fact 
that  the  existing  system  of  Poor-laws  in 
Scotland  had  been  framed  for  a  state  of 
society  different  from  that  which  now 
existed  there.  The  system  was  well  cal- 
culated for  a  rural  population^  but  not  for 
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the  new  circumstances  that  had  arisen  in 
that  part  of  the  country.  Still  be  felt 
he  was  taking  great  responsibility  upon 
himself  in  disturbing  a  state  of  the  law 
that  had  so  long  been  established,  and 
while  he  felt  the  necessity  of  inquiry,  he 
still  deemed  it  necessary  that  the  inquiry 
should  be  made  in  the  most  cautious 
manner.  He  (Sir  James  Graham)  had 
been  in  communication  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  persons  in  reference  to  this  matter, 
because  to  obtain  the  consent  of  Gentle- 
men to  act  together  on  a  commission  of 
this  kind  was  not  the  work  of  a  day. 
When  Government  had  determined  on 
forming  a  commission,  its  composition  be- 
came a  matter  of  negotiation.  He  had 
throughout  the  last  autumn  communicated 
with  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  Scotland, 
and  the  expediency  of  the  cautious  course 
he  had  followed  in  this  respect  was  proved 
by  the  great  approbation  which  had  t>een 
given  to  the  composition  of  a  commission 
entrusted  with  such  large  powers,  and 
which  was  liable  to  be  viewed  in  some 
quarters  with  jealousy.  The  expression 
of  approbation  implied  in  what  fell  from 
the  right  hen.  Member  for  Perth  had  been 
confirmed  by  the  remarks  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Greenock,  and  even  the 
hon.  Member  for  St.  Andrew's  who  had 
been  introduced  as  a  young  friend  to  the 
Gentleman  on  the  other  side  by  the  hon.- 
Member  (Mr.  Wallace),  had  only  at- 
tempted to  censure  the  delay  which  had 
taken  place,  and  had  on  the  whole  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction  at  the  appointment 
of  the  commission.  He  could  assure  the 
hon.  Member  that  political  feeling  had  not 
had  the  slightest  influence  in  the  selection 
of  the  persons  who  are  to  form  the  com- 
mission. It  was  thought  necessary  to 
take  Gentlemen  of  opposite  opinions  in 
politics,  because  large  masses  of  the  com« 
munity  could  not  have  given  the  com- 
mission their  confidence  if  there  had  been 
uniformity  of  opinion;  but  he  had  en- 
deavoured together  with  his  Colleagues,  so 
to  frame  this  commission  that  that  source 
of  distrust,  at  all  events,  had  been  avoided. 
With  respect  to  the  clergymen  selected  to 
be  members,  one  was  the  minister  of  one 
of  the  largest  commercial  cities  of  Scot- 
land, the  rev.  Dr.  Macfarlane;  the  other 
was  minister  of  a  landward  parish,  well 
known  both  for  his  benevolence  and  his 
intelligence,  as  well  as  other  qualities 
which  pointed  out  the  propriety  of  choosing 
him.    He  could  aatore  the  hoo.  Gentle- 


man that,  upon  the  whole,  after  the  best 
attention  he  could  give  to  the  subject,  he 
believed  that  this  commission  was  fairly 
com|)osed.  It  was  composed  of  men  of 
talent,  of  caution,  of  prudence,  of  deter- 
mination, and  of  knowledge,  connected 
with  the  subject  into  which  they  were  to 
inquire ;  and  he  was  confident  that  their 
labours  would  lead  to  a  full  inquiry  into 
the  whole  state  of  the  case,  which  woald 
enable  Parliament,  in  its  wisdom,  to  legis- 
late on  the  subject.  He  did  not  think  it 
was  of  paramount  importance  to  have  tn 
equal  balance  either  of  parties  or  of  opin- 
ions in  the  commission.  What  was  wanted 
was  a  mass  of  evidence — fairly  brought 
forward,  carefully  sifted,  and  placed  on 
record.  If  the  report  contained  evidence 
so  taken  and  so  sifted,  he  was  quite  con- 
fident that  Parliament  would  be  enabled 
to  form  a  sound  opinion  in  respect  to  all 
the  conflicting  difficulties  of  the  subject, 
and  to  legislate  satisfactorily  upon  them. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  (the  Member  for  St* 
Andrew's)  had  asked  for  the  instmctioot 
given  to  the  commission.  Folluwiog  the 
precedents  of  the  Poor-law  inquiries,  both 
in  England  and  in  Ireland,  no  separate  in* 
structions  had  been  given  to  them.  Their  in- 
structions were  contained  in  the  inttraioeal 
itself,  and  if  the  hon.  Gentleman,  instead 
of  the  instructions,  would  move  for  a  copy 
of  the  warrant  appointing  the  commiasioo, 
he  should  have  the  utmost  pleasure  id 
consenting  to  the  motion.  He  wished 
just  to  read  to  the  House  what  were  the 
words  composing  the  warrant  for  insti- 
tuting the  inquiry,  and  then  he  thought  it 
would  be  seen  that  more  ample  scope 
could  not  have  been  given  for  full  and 
satisfactory  investigation.  The  wofdi 
were  these  : — 

'*They  shall  make  full  inquiry  into  the  prac- 
tical operation  of  the  laws  which  providt  ibr 
the  relief  of  the  poor  in  Scotland,  and  wbethet 
any  and  what  alterations,  amendments,  or  im- 
provements may  be  beneficially  made  in  the 
same  laws,  or  m  the  manner  of  admintsteriiig 
them,  and  how  the  same  may  l>est  be  caif  led 
into  effect,** 

These,  pretty  nearly,  were  the  words  of 
the  original  English  Poor-law  inquiry. 
He  thought  more  extensive  words  could 
hardly  be  employed.  No  fetter  whatever 
had  been  im|>osed  on  the  inquiry  itself. 
The  commission  had  been  fairly  consti- 
tuted ;  the  terms  on  which  they  were  to 
assemble  were  large  and  ample:  and  he 
should  be  very  much  disappointed,  in- 
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deed,  if  the  result  of  the  inquiry  did  not 
lead  to  legislation  which  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  good  in  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Lord  John  Russell  certainly  did  not  feel 
that  the  smallest  blame  could  fairly  be  im- 
puted to  the  late  Government  for  not 
having  issued  such  a  commission  as  the 
present.  He  had  felt,  when  he  had  the 
honour  of  611ing  the  office  now  held  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  just  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  now  felt — 
that  it  was  a  matter  which  required  very 
considerable  caution.  It  was,  as  he 
thought,  a  matter  of  much  doubt,  and 
there  being  a  pressure  of  other  questions 
relating  to  poor-laws  in  England,  the  in- 
troduction of  a  Poor-law  in  irelimd,  and 
the  new  circumstances  arising  from  the 
working  of  those  alterations,  he  had  always 
thought  it  was  desirable  to  postpone  any 
inquiry  into  the  subject.  With  respect  to 
any  immediate  destitution  which  might 
arise  in  the  mean  time,  those  cases  of  dis- 
tress were  not  unattended  to  ;  and  as  his 
right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  F.  Maule)  had 
said  of  the  destitution  that  had  occurred, 
persons  were  sent  down  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  the  particular  cases.  He 
remembered  that  a  large  deputation  had 
once  come  to  him  on  the  subject  of  dis- 
tress in  Scotland,  and  he  had  suggested 
that  some  alterations  in  the  Poor-laws 
might  be  required.  That  suggestion  did 
not  seem  to  him  to  be  very  acceptable  to 
the  gentlemen  forming  the  deputation.  He 
was  perfectly  satisfied,  as  far  as  he  knew, 
with  the  commission,  because  he  thought 
the  name  of  Lord  Melville  was  an  earnest 
that  the  inquiry  would  be  fairly  conducted. 
It  was  right  to  issue  that  commission,  yet 
he  owned  he  could  hardly  venture  to  anti- 
cipate, with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir 
James  Graham)  that  there  would  be  per- 
fectly satisfactory  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  admitted  that,  from  the  novel 
features  by  which  the  condition  of  Scotland 
was  marked  in  recent  times — the  increase 
of  population,  the  growth  of  large  manu- 
facturing towns,  and  the  change  in  par- 
ticular occupations  which  had  taken  place, 
in  part  of  the  Highlands,  it  might  be  desi- 
rable to  alter  the  present  laws  for  the  re. 
lief  of  the  poor  of  Scotland  ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  did  not  see  how  they  could 
very  well  make  an  alteration  without 
making  it  general.  On  comparing  the 
situation  of  an  able-bodied  labourer  in  the 
rural  districts  of  England  with  his  condi- 


tion in  some  of  the  counties  of  Scotland,  it 
certainly  appeared  to  him  that  the  able- 
bodied  labourer  in  Scotland  had  the  ad- 
vantage. The  absence  of  the  English 
mode  of  relief  produced  a  contrast  between 
the  employer  and  the  labourer  in  Sootland, 
by  which  his  labour,  although  perhaps  re- 
duced in  price,  was  continued  during  the 
winter,  while  the  facility  for  obtaining  re- 
lief under  the  English  Poor-law  was  a 
reason  for  discontinuing  the  employment 
of  the  labourer  during  part  of  that  season 
of  the  year  when  there  was  little  or  no 
work  at  the  farm,  and  the  farmer's  sons 
would  enable  him  to  dispense  with  some 
of  his  labourers.  He  thought,  therefore, 
that  any  change  that  could  be  made  in 
the  condition  of  the  rural  labourers  in 
some  of  the  counties  in  Scotland  must  be 
a  change  for  the  worse.  To  make  a 
change  in  the  law  of  Scotland  without 
making  it  general,  would  be  a  difficulty 
of  which  he  confessed  he  saw  no  satisfac- 
tory way  of  getting  rid.  He  thought  the 
subject  one  to  which  the  Legislature  was 
bound  to  pay  the  greatest  attention  ;  but 
he  must  confess,  for  his  part,  that  so  far 
from  feeling  that  he  ought  to  have  come 
to  a  decision  on  it  some  years  ago,  he 
felt,  even  now,  that  he  was  not  at  all  san- 
guine of  being  able  to  form  any  satis- 
factory judgment  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Hume  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  it  were  his  intention 
that  the  inquiry  of  the  commission  should 
be  extended  to  the  whole  of  Scotland,  or 
should  be  limited  to  the  manufacturing 
districts  only,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  observed  that  the  law  in  its  pre- 
sent state  was  well  suited  to  the  wants  of 
rural  districts?  He  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  inquiry  would  not  be  satisfactory  un- 
less it  extended  to  the  rural  as  well  as  to 
the  manufacturing  districts,  especially  as 
in  the  former  the  most  extensive  destitu- 
tion had  prevailed.  He  observed,  that 
out  of  the  members  of  the  commission, 
there  was  not  one  individual  especially 
connected  with  the  large  towns,  or  ac- 
quainted with  their  interests,  and  qualified 
to  watch  over  them.  He  would  remind 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  committee,  which  had  inquired  into 
the  state  of  the  Highlands.  When  evi- 
dence was  to  be  taken  by  them,  what  did 
the  House  think  was  the  course  they  pur- 
sued ?  The  chairman  was  a  barrister,  and 
the  committee,  which  was  composed  of 
men  connected  in  interests  with  the  land- 
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owncri,  paned  a  retolation  that  they 
would  take  the  evidence  of  none  bat 
landed  proprietors  on  the  Poor-laws.  A 
moottrout  proposition  he  thought  this; 
but  here  again  were  landed  proprietors  on 
this  commission  who  might  take  the  same 
course.  He  would  suggest  to  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  that  it  would  be  well  to  se- 
lect two  gentlemen  connected  with  some 
of  the  large  towns — Glasgow,  Edinburgh, 
or  Dundee.  It  was  to  be  observed  also, 
that  the  members  of  the  commission  were 
exclusively  connected  with  the  estab- 
lished Church,  and  in  the  present  unhappy 
state  of  religious  feeling  in  Scotland,  it 
would  be  supposed  thai  this  was  done  on 
pur(K>se.  He  would  suggest  that  it  would 
be  better  to  avoid  entire  uniforaiity  of 
creed,  and  that  one  dissenting  clergyman 
might  be  added  to  the  commission.  He 
thought  a  body  would  thus  be  formed 
more  likely  to  give  satisfaction  to  the 
public,  and  gain  general  confidence  in 
Scotland.  He  would  recommend  the 
Government  to  remove  any  doubt  that 
existed  as  to  the  composition  of  the  com- 
mission, as  it  would  be  a  pity  in  any  way 
to  damage  a  tribunal  which  ought  to 
satisfy  every  person. 

Sir  y.  Graham  would  offer  a  word  of 
explanation  in  reply  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Member.  He  could  assure 
him  it  was  the  intention  of  her  Majesty's 
Ooveromenty  in  appointing  this  commis- 
tion,  that  its  inquiries  should  not  t>e 
limited  to  the  town  population,  but  should 
be  extended  to  every  portion  of  Scotland. 
The  commiaion  would  sit  in  Edinburgh, 
but  would  have  power  to  move  from  place 
to  place,  and  institute  inquiries,  by  the 
subdivision  of  its  members  in  all  quarters. 
With  respect  to  the  hon.  Member's  sug- 
gestion as  to  the  appointment  of  a  dis« 
aenting  clergyman,  it  did  so  happen, 
fortunately  for  Scotland,  that  there  was 
little  difference  of  creed  among  its  inha- 
bitants, and  that  the  points  of  variance 
between  the  Church  and  the  Dissenters 
were  merely  questions  of  discipline.  It 
was  somewhat  extraordinary  that  he,  who 
had  been  called  on  to  lake  part  in  the 
dispute  which  now  divided  the  Church  of 
Kcoiland  should  be  accused  on  the  one 
hand  of  giving  an  undue  preference  to  the 
Church  in  this  coromisaion,  and,  on  the 
other  of  having  given  a  decision  unfavour- 
able to  her  pretensions. 

Mr.  C.  Bruce  would  state,  in  reference 
to  an  obtenratioD  which  had  fallen  from 


the  hon.  Member  for  Mootroae,  that  he 
had  been  a  Member  of  the  committee  al- 
luded to,  and  could  remember  do  such 
determination  aa  the  boo.  Member  said 
was  come  to,  for  confining  the  setectkm  of 
witneaaes  to  the  claia  of  landed  proprie- 
tors. He  recollected  that  peraona  J[  all 
classes  had  been  examined  before  the 
committee.  It  had  certainly  been  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  Member  for  St.  Andrew's 
to  convert  an  inquiry  into  the  destitutioii 
then  existing  into  an  inquiry  respecting  tbe 
actual  working;  of  the  poor-laws  ;  and  the 
same  hon.  Member  endeavoured  to  obcata 
from  the  committee  some  recommends tioo 
for  introducing;  a  change  in  the  existing^ 
poor-laws  of  Scotland.  To  that  propoaal 
the  committee  declined  to  conseniL,  having 
been  appointed  by  the  House  for  anoUier 
purpose,  and  not  considering  themaelves 
competent  to  enter  on  such  sn  inquiry  as 
the  hon.  Member  sugg^ted.  With  res- 
pect to  another  point  alluded  to  in  the 
discussion,  he  begged  to  state  that  in  the 
agricultural  districts  of  Scotland  no  such 
thing  as  real  destitution  was  allowed  to 
exist;  and  though  the  amount  of  relief 
afforded  in  such  cases  mifht  sound  ex- 
ceedingly small  to  an  English  ear,  it  wta 
still  sufficient  for  its  purpose.  The  Scot- 
tish system  had  in  its  operation  prooMNed 
individual  charity  and  benevolence,  and 
maintained  the  independent  character  of 
the  workman,  who  was  not  reduced  to 
subsist  on  parochial  relief. 

Mr.  Hmme  said  he  was  anxious  to  bo 
correct,  and  he  would  therefore  atate  tluit 
on  the  3d  of  May,  1841,  in  the  committee 
before  named,  it  was  moved  by  his  Friend 
near  him  (Mr.  Ellice),  that  certaio  wit- 
nesses be  summoned  to  give  evidence  oo 
various  points  connected  with  the  ioqoirj. 
The  motion  was  rejected  by  the  cnslisg 
vote  of  the  chairman ;  to  that  the  fact 
was,  that  the  committee  declined  to  re- 
ceive any  evidence  but  that  of  landed  pro« 
prietors  in  the  distressed  districts. 

Mr.  Mackemie  said  the  reaolatioB  al- 
luded to  was  come  to  by  the  committee 
after  they  considered  that  the  subject  of 
the  inquiry  had  been  exhaosted. 

Mr.  Hume  said  he  thought  the  ioqairj 
ought  to  be  conducted  by  individoala  co»- 
iiected  both  with  towns  and  rural  dittricta* 
and  inquired  if  the  right  hon.  Barooet 
meant  to  adopt  his  suggestion  with  regard 
to  appointing  a  person  especially  inter- 
estetl  in  the  large  towns. 

Sir  J.  Oraham  said  he  had   used  bis 
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best  endeavours  to  constitute  the  commis- 
sion in  a  manner  fair  and  impartial,  and 
likely  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  people 
of  Sootland.  Having  made  arrangements 
with  noUemen  and  gentlemen,  who  had 
consented  to  serve  on  it,  at  great  personal 
inconvenience  to  themselves  and  for  the 
public  good,  it  was  utterly  impossible  for 
him,  without  reference  to  them,  at  once  to 
change  the  composition  of  the  body.  He 
could  hold  out  no  likelihood  of  any  such 
change  being  made,  because  he  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  the  Members  of  the 
cooiniission  would  give  their  most  candid 
and  impartial  examination  of  the  various 
questions  that  would  come  before  them. 

Mr.  EUice  must  declare  that  his  opinion 
as  to  the  composition  of  the  commission 
remained  unchanged.  Looking  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  former  committee,  in 
which  the  landed  proprietors  had  pre- 
vented any  inquiry  from  being  made  with 
reference  to  the  Poor-laws,  he  must  say 
that  the  success  of  the  commission  was 
extremely  doubtful,  and  that  in  the  mean- 
time it  had  caused  great  dissatisfaction 
and  distrust. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Stcee  Silver.]  Mr.  Hume  moved 
ibr 

'*  Returns  of  the  quantitv  of  Sycee  silver 
snd  other  silver  imported  from  Ciiina  in  her 
Majesty's  ship  Conway ;  the  dates  of  the  de- 
livery of  the  same  at  the  Mint ;  the  dates  of 
the  sales  of  the  said  silver,  and  amount  of 
each  salc^  with  the  price  sold  at;  the  gross 
charge  for  malting  this  silver ;  the  weight  of  the 
gold  extracted  therefrom,  and  the  expense  of 
extracting  the  same,  with  an  account  of  what 
commission  or  charge  is  made  by  any  officer 
of  the  Mint  for  superintending  the  said  opera- 
tion ;  the  amount  whioh  the  said  gold  pro- 
dooed,  and  the  dates  of  the  sales.  Account  of 
the  loss  or  gain  to  the  state  by  sending  tha 
silver  to  the  Mint,  instead  of  selling  it  in  the 
market  as  it  arrived." 

The  hoo.  Member  said  his  object  was 
to  know  what  the  Government  had  done 
with  the  silver  they  had  received  from 
China*  Sycee  silver  contained  a  certain 
quantity  of  gold.  Out  of  433/.  value  in 
Sycee  silver  22/.  worth  of  gold  had  been 
obtained;  out  of  945/.  value,  15/.  15^.  of 
i^old.  He  wanted  to  know  whether  send- 
ing the  silver  to  the  Mint  was  attended 
with  pro6t  or  loss ;  he  believed  with  loss 
to  the  public,  and  that  the  silver  was  also 
rendered  much  less  marketable,  h  was 
important  lo  have  the  result  of  this  first 


operation ;  because,  the  whole  20,000,000 
dollars  might  be  subjected  to  the  same 
operation.  He  hoped  no  more  silver  would 
arrive,  as  we  were  overloaded  at  this 
moment  with  both  gold  and  silver,  and  it 
would  be  much  better  that  the  silver 
should|be  sent  from  China  to  Bengal,  than 
that  it  should  be  brought  here. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
not  the  least  objection  to  give  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  information  he  wished  for, 
except  on  one  pointy  where  it  would  not 
be  possible  to  furnish  it.     The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman wished  to  know  if  loss  were  caused 
by  sending  the  silver  to  the  Mint  instead 
of  at  once  to  the  market.     He  could  give 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  market  price  for 
silver  al     the   particular    times ;    but   it 
would  have  been  impossible  to  say  what 
depression  in  price  might  have  been  pro- 
duced if  the  silver  had  been  thrown  into 
the  market  in  large  quantities.     He  could 
not  tell  what  the  effect  of  bringing  it  into 
the  market  might  have  been.     It  was  not 
his  fault  that  the  silver  had  been  remitted 
to   this  country.     He    had   taken   every 
means  in  his  powor   to  have   it  sent  to 
India ;  but  from  the  rapidity  with  which 
events  in  China  had  been  brought  to  a 
close,  the  first  shipment  had  been  made 
to  this  country. 

Mr.  Hume  had  not  meant  to  impute 
the  slightest  blame  to  the  right  hon.  Gen. 
tleman.  The  value  of  silver  could  be  as* 
certained  by  the  price  per  pound,  and  the 
return  would  not  be  complete  without 
that. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
the  price  by  tale  could  be  given »  but  the 
market  price  would,  of  course,  have  been 
much  depreciated,  if  large  quantities  had 
been  introduced  at  particular  times. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  to  Monday,  at  a  quarter 
past  seven  o'clock. 

HOUSE  OF    LORDS, 
Monday^  February  6,  1 843. 

MiNUTBS.]  Bjua  fubUc^V-  Laws  ooncerning  Atlor^ 
nies  Consolidatlm ;  Creditors  and  Debtors ;  Law  at  Evi- 
dence. 

PsTinoira  PaaaBirTU).  By  a  noUe  Lord,  Llangyla,  uA 
LlanarmoD,  Arom  the  Clergy  of  the  Deanery  of  AcToa, 
Arom  Llanrwsh,  ttacn  the  Bfinisters  of  the  Rural  Deaavy 
dt  EfWyndd,  and  Leeyn,  flrom  Penmadmo,  and  MKi 
Cord,  fVom  Bangor,  Conway,  and  Beddgebert,  for  Jlfr 
pealing  the  Act  fimr  Uniting  the  Dioceses  of  St  Asaph  and 
Bangor. 

Answer  to  the  Address.]  The 
Earl  of  Liverpool  informed  the  House  that 
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he  had  laid  before  her  Majesty  the  Ad- 
dress in  answer  to  the  speech,  and  her 
Majesty  had  been  graciously  pleased  to 
return  the  following  answer : — 

My  Lords  : 
"  I  thank  you  for  your  loyal  and  dutiful  Ad- 
dress. I  rely  with  just  Confidence  on  your 
zealous  Endeavours  to  promote  the  Public 
Welfare,  and  on  your  Co-operation  to  main- 
tain the  Honour  aud  high  Character  of  the 
Country." 

On  the  Motion  of  the  Earl  of  Shaftes- 
bury^ her  Majesty's  answer  was  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  entered  on  the  journals  of 
the  House. 

Poor*  Laws  (Ireland).]  The  Marquess 
of  Clanricarde  rose  to  move  for  certain 
returns  relative  to  the  operation  of  the 
Poor-laws  in  Ireland.  He  did  not  intend 
to  detain  the  House  by  going  into  any  de- 
tailed statement  on  the  subject.  He  merely 
wished  to  stale  sufficient  to  give  him  a 
Parliamentary  ground  for  moving  for  these 
papers.  The  returns  for  which  he  moved, 
were  calculated  to  show  the  House  the  ex- 
penses which  had  been  occasioned  by  the 
Poor-laws  in  Ireland  ;  the  expenses  in- 
curred in  fitting  up  the  difierent  poor- 
houses;  the  expense  of  maintaining  the 
paupers;  the  amount  of  rates  chargeable 
on  the  different  unions ;  and  the  present 
condition  of  the  6nances  of  the  different 
unions.  He  should  also  move  for  other 
papers,  which  would  tend  to  show  the 
feelings  of  the  people  of  the  country  gene- 
rally on  the  subject  of  the  Poor-laws.  He 
must  say,  that  the  matter  was  one  which 
required  the  prompt  interference  of  Parlia- 
ment. He  opposed  the  Bill  when  it  was 
first  introduced,  and  those  who  had  op- 
posed it,  had  now  every  reason  to  t>elieve 
that  all  the  arguments  which  they  had  ad. 
duced  against  it  were  well  founded,  and 
that  all  the  evils  which  they  had  antici- 
pated, had  already  arisen  from  its  opera- 
tion. The  expense  was  so  great,  that  it 
was  utterly  impossible  fcr  that  impove- 
rished country  to  bear  it.  It  could  not, 
however,  be  denied  that  the  alteration  had 
done  some  good,  but  then  that  good  l>ore 
no  proportion  to  the  charge  at  which  it 
Imd  t>een  effected.  When  he  got  the  re- 
turns —  for  he  did  not  anticipate  there 
could  be  any  objection  lo  them,  he  should 
be  able  to  prove,  that  the  greatest  extra- 
vagance prevuile<l  in  the  administration  of 


the  law.  When  the  Poor-law  was  under 
consideration  in  that  House,  the  noble 
Duke  opposite  introduced  a  provisioo,  re- 
lative to  the  choice  of  guardiaof  by  the 
electoral  divisiooi,  which  he  oppoaed  at 
the  time;  but  he  was  now  glad  tliet  it 
was  introduced,  because  it  showed  more 
clearly  than  anything  else  the  real  state  ol 
the  case.  The  consequence  was,  that  in 
electoral  divisions,  which  were  henvil/ 
charged,  no  relief  had  hardly  been  ml. 
forded,  and  in  others,  the  relief  had  been 
so  small  that  he  might  fairly  rate  it  at 
nought.  In  Ireland,  it  never  was  com- 
plained that  the  able-bodied  poor  were  not 
willing  to  rely  on  their  own  resoorees  at 
much  as  they  could.  The  evil  of  the 
country  was  poverty,  and  he  thought  thai 
the  Poor-law  Bill,  instead  of  diminishiof 
would  aggravate  that  evil.  He  wished  to 
ask  the  noble  Duke  whether  it  were  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  introdoce 
any  measure  on  the  subject  of  Poor-laws 
in  Ireland.  The  noble  Marquess  con- 
cluded by  moving  for  a  series  of  re-> 
turns. 

The  Duke  of  Welling  ton:  I  have  no  ob» 
jection  to  the  production  of  these  papera« 
excepting,  perhaps,  the  length  of  tioM 
which  will  be  required  in  order  to  make 
them  out.  The  last  return  I  do  not  ob* 
ject  to,  though,  as  it  relates  to  the  em- 
ployment of  the  constabulary  and  troopa 
in  putting  down  any  reaisunce  lo  the 
Poor-laws,  it  may  be  considered  confides* 
tial.  I  will  now  answer  the  question  pat 
to  me  by  the  not>le  Marquess.  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  have  already  taken 
measures  to  acquire  information  upon  all 
the  points  on  which  it  appears  that  thit 
law  has  not  given  satisfaction  or  failed  to 
produce  the  good  effect  expected  from  iu 
This  information,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  ob* 
tained  before  long,  and  when  it  is,  it  is  the 
intention  of  her  Majesty's  Government  to 
propose  a  bill  for  the  alteration  of  the  law. 
I  must  observe,  that  the  clause  I  proposed 
in  the  former  measure  was  proposed  when 
the  measure  was  in  a  different  state  to  that 
in  which  it  ultimately  passed  :  for  when  1 
proposed  the  clause,  the  electoral  divisioot 
were  to  be  formed  out  of  the  town  lands 
All  I  can  say  is,  tliat  no  exertions  will  be 
spared  to  render  the  propo^  measure  at 
useful  and  as  beneticial  to  the  country  as 
|)ossible. 

The  Earl  of  H'icklow  sincerely  hoped 
that  no  alteration  would  be  made  in  the 
particular  clauv*  which  had  been  referred 
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to.  He  was  persuaded  the  bill  would 
have  beeu  inoperative  without  that  clause. 
Every  argument  which  the  noble  Duke  so 
forcibly  brought  forward  was  confirmed  by 
experience.  If  it  were  not  for  this  clause, 
those  wbo  lived  at  a  distance  from  the 
workhouse  would  never  have  attended  to 
the  local  business,  and  the  whole  must 
have  been  managed  by  the  guardians  re- 
siding in  the  neighbourhood,  with  the 
inevitable  result  of  being  turned  into  a 
job.  When  the  noble  Marquess  brought 
forward  any  motion  on  the  subject,  he 
should  also  call  attention  to  the  working 
of  the  fifth  rating  clause.  There  was  an- 
other unfortunate  circumstance  that  had 
jost  occurred  which  would  render  the  law 
inoperative,  and  that  was  the  opinion  of 
the  law  officers  with  respect  to  the  inter- 
ference of  magistrates.  He  presumed  that 
the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-general  were 
perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  law, 
and  able  to  give  a  sound  opinion,  and  he 
knew  the  present  Attorney-general  of  Ire- 
land to  be  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  the 
country  ;  but  being  no  lawyer  himself,  he 
was  unable  to  discover  the  ground  of  their 
opinion,  which  was,  that  no  magistrate 
who  waa  a  rate-payer  himself  could  inter, 
fere  in  any  decision  in  which  he  paid  the 
rate.  The  magistrates  could  be  appealed 
to  on  their  own  decision ;  and  as  they 
bflicted  the  penalty  for  not  paying  the 
rate,  the  law  could  not  be  carried  into 
effect  if  that  opinion  were  well  founded. 
It  would  be  necessary  for  the  Government 
to  make  some  alteration  in  that  part  of 
the  law* 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  had  heard 
tome  complaints  as  to  the  clause  relating 
to  electoral  districts,  and  he  therefore  felt 
bound  to  state  that  it  was  carried  into  ope- 
ration under  the  circumstances  which  he 
contemplated  when  he  proposed  it.  How- 
ever, at  present  he  had  no  intention  to 
propose  any  alteration  respecting  it. 

The  Marquess  of  Clanricarde  hoped 
there  would  be  no  delay  in  making  the 
returns,  and  that  they  would  be  given  as 
soon  as  they  were  prepared.  He  would 
also  wish  to  get  a  return  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  Mendicity  Association  of  Dub- 
lin for  last  year.  That  institution  had 
been  supported  by  voluntary  contributions, 
and  the  same  number  of  persons  were 
relieved  in  it  for  3,000/.,  which  were  now 
relieved  at  an  expenditure  exceeding 
10,000/.,  or,  as  he  believed,  12,000/. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

VOL,  LXVL    {25:1} 


Creditors  and  Debtors.]  Lord 
Cottenham  begged  to  lay  on  the  Table  of 
the  House  a  bill  which  he  had  brought 
forward  last  year,  relating  to  imprisonment 
for  debt  on  execution.  All  the  provisions 
of  this  bill  were  taken  from  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  1841.  He  hoped, 
before  they  legislated  on  this  question, 
their  Lordships  would  carefully  read  that 
Report,  and  not  omit  the  names  appended 
to  it. 

Lord  Brougham:  As  the  question  was 
now  ripe  for  settlement— after  the  bills 
which  had  already  been  introduced,  and 
the  two  reports  which  had  been  presented 
— he  trusted  his  noble  and  learned^t<'riend 
on  the  Woolsack  would  see  that  some 
measure  was  proposed  for  consolidating 
the  law  as  to  debtor  and  creditor,  and 
fusing  into  one  system  the  whole  of  the 
acts  respecting  insolvency  and  bankruptcy. 
He  knew,  from  experience,  that  the  con- 
currence of  Government  was  necessary  to 
one  very  essential  quality  of  every  pro- 
posed measure — its  passing. 

Lord  Cottenham  said,  one  of  the  ob- 
jects recommended  by  the  report  on  which 
this  bill  was  founded  was  the  consolidation 
of  the  laws  respecting  bankruptcy  and 
insolvency. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  it  was  im- 
possible to  give  a  distinct  answer  to  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend  until  he  saw  how 
far  the  present  bill  went.  He  certainly 
had  not  lost  sight  of  the  accomplishment 
of  the  object  to  which  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  alluded. 

Bill  read  a  first  time. 

Law  Reforms.]  Lord  Campbell  hoped 
that  a  little  more  information  would  be 
given  by  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
touching  the  law  reforms  intended  to  be 
introduced  by  the  Government.  The 
Queen's  Speech  alluded  distinctly  to  such 
changes;  and,  as  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend  must  know  what  they  were,  he 
hoped  he  would  state  their  object. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  he  could  not 
inform  his  noble  and  learned  Friend,  nor 
could  he  explain  the  course  which  her 
Majesty's  Government  might  take,  until 
he  saw  how  far  the  bill  of  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  went,  and  to  what  point 
it  extended.  He|  begged,  however,  to 
assure  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  and 
their  Lordships  that  her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment had  not  lost  sight  of  the  object 
which  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  had 
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in  view ;  and  forther,  that  evenr  endea- 
wour  would  be  made  to  accomplish  that 
object  with  all  possible  speed.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  had  been  recently 
occupied  by  several  measures  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  law,  and  for  its  better 
and  more  effectual  administration.  A 
most  important  bill  had  been  prepared  for 
the  improvement  of  the  ecclesiastical 
courts,  and  was  now  complete.  This  bill 
would  shortly  be  laid  before  their  Lord- 
ships.  Another  bill  which  her  Majesty's 
Government  had  it  in  contemplation  lo 
introduce,  conesponded  with  that  which 
was  before  their  Lordships  in  the  course 
of  the  last  Session  relating  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  certain  local  courts.  The 
object  of  this  measure  was  to  facilitate  the 
recovery  of  small  claims  by  a  more  expe- 
ditious and  less  expensive  process  than 
was  now  required  for  that  purpose.  A 
third  and  most  important  measure  was 
intended  to  effect  an  improvement  in  the 
law  relating  to  insolvency,  and,  would,  he 
believed,  provide  for  the  better  adminis- 
tration of  that  law.  He  felt  it  was 
not  necessary  that  he  should  go  further 
than  to  say  that  thes^  measures  would  be 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  their 
Lordships  without  loss  of  time. 

Lord  Campbell  had  heard  the  an. 
nouncement  of  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend  with  great  satisfaction,  and  hoped 
the  measures  to  which  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  had  alluded  would  be  laid 
before  the  House  as  speedily  as  possible, 
in  order  that  they  might  meet  with  that 
full  discussion  which  from  their  import- 
ance they  deserved.  Many  measures  had 
in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament  been  in- 
troduced at  a  later  period  than  was  desi- 
rable. The  Bankruptcy  Bill  was  brought 
forward  at  so  late  a  period  that  those 
Doble  Ix>rds  who  entertained  objections  to 
particular  clauses  in  that  measure  had  no 
fair  opportunity  of  discussing  them.  He 
therefore  hoped  that  these  measures  would 
not  only  be  introduced  early,  but  that 
they  would  be  pressed  forward  in  their 
progress,  in  order  that  they  might  come 
back  to  their  l^ordship's  House  at  a  con- 
veniently early  period  of  the  Session. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  bcf^f^ed  to  assure 
his  noble  and  learned  Friend  that  the 
Bankruptcy  Bill  uf  laft  Scission  was  intro- 
diicrd  at  a  sufficiently  early  |>eriod.  It 
wa4  fully  discussed  by  ih«*ir  Lordships, 
before  it  went  to  the  other  Hoii^ir  of 
Parliament.     It  w:is  th*ro  di«rnsvd  fullv, 


deliberately,  mnd  repeatedly.  It  «tt  thcvt 
discusaed  io  all  its  stages,  aod  for  setwml 
successive  nights.  Indeed,  he  night  ven- 
lure  10  say  that  no  measure  was  aver  OMire 
fully  discuMed  than  the  Bankmplcy  Bill 
of  the  last  Sesskm.  As  to  the  aofgenioo 
which  had  been  offered  by  his  o^le  aad 
learned  Friend,  he  could  not  accede  to  it. 
He  felt  it  to  be  impoasible  that  a  avsteos 

s  « 

so  complicated  and  intricate  as  the  bank- 
ruptcy law  of  this  country  coald  ba  aatia- 
factorilv  administered  by  an  aabolatory 
tribunal,  as  suggested  by  his  nobla  and 
learned  Friend.  In  regard  to  the  Local 
Courts  Bill,  her  Majesty's  Goft anient 
had  used  all  diligence  lo  carry  that  HMa- 
sure  into  a  law.  It  had  been  sent  down 
to  the  other  House  of  Parlanent,  and  waa 
there  discussed  on  the  first  and  second 
reading,  was  committed  and  recooiHiitled» 
and  he  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  bad  neicr 
been  able  to  ascertain  the  precise 
why  it  was  not  passed. 
Conversation  at  an  end. 


Law  of  Evidewce.]  Lofd 
said,  that  during  the  coarse  of  last 
sion  he  had  introduced  a  bill  Ibr 
inp:  the  Law  of  Evidence,  by  snbaiitulinf 
affirmations  for  oatha  in  certain  cases. 
That  bill  had,  after  havinr  been  read  a 
second  time  in  their  Loidahipir  Honse^ 
been  referred  to  a  select  committee.  That 
committee  had  repeatedly  sat ;  bad  canM 
to  certain  resolutions ;  had  sent  down  tbe 
bill  to  their  Lordships  in  an 
state— in  which  state  it  had  been 
to  by  their  Lordships,  and  had  been  sent 
down  to  the  House  of  Commons.  It  had 
been  sent  down  to  that  Honse  at  a  sary 
late  period  of  the  Session,  aod  owtnf  lo 
the  opposition  of  certain  parties  ia  that 
House,  it  hsd  not  been  passed;  it  had 
not  even  been  brought  ander  disennion. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  tbonght  be 
was  justified  in  again  presenting  the  saaaa 
bill  to  their  lx>rdships  in  the  same  state 
in  which  it  had  been  sent  down  to  tbe 
House  of  Commons  last  year,  and  he  alao 
thought  that  their  Ix)rdships  wonkJ  not 
think  it  necessary  to  enter  into  discussioo 
on  the  subject,  although,  should  their 
Ix)rdships  think  it  necessary,  he  was  per* 
fectly  prepared  to  justify  the  coarse  he 
had  adopted.  He  woold,  therelbre,  Uy 
i  the  l:ill  on  the  Table,  snd  move  that  it  be 
n  .id  a  tir^i  time. 

I.uril  Hruvtjham  sai<),  that  with  ivapert 
to  the  case  of  the  impt^innent  wImHi  had 
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been  throwD  in  the  way  of  the  bill  of  his 
Doble  and  learned  Friend  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  (be  spoke  of  it  as  a 
matter  of  history,  and  their  Lordships 
might  learn  from  the  votes  on  the  Table 
of  the  House),  that  opposition  was  not 
directed  against  the  bill  of  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend.  But  it  so  happened,  that 
on  the  same  night  in  which  the  bill  of  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend  was  to  have 
come  on  for  discussion  in  the  other  House, 
another  bill — a  bill  introduced  by  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend  on  the  Wool- 
sack— a  bill  for  eitending  to  Ireland  the 
provisions  of  the  English  ecclesiastical 
law,  usually  known  as  the  Nullum  Tempus 
Billy  was  to  come  on.  Of  that  bill,  he 
himself  approved,  but  he  would  admit 
that  there  was  a  strenuous  opposition  to 
it,  and  that  there  were  merits  in  that  op- 
position. Those  who  had  the  conducting 
of  that  opposition  had  taken  advantage  of 
the  forms  of  the  House,  and  had  counted 
the  House  out  on  the  night  which  had 
been  fixed  for  the  debate.  His  noble 
Friend's  bill,  and  also  all  the  other  bills 
behind  it,  had  consequently  shared  its 
fate;  but  the  opposition  had  not  been 
directed  against  the  bill  of  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend,  and  he  trusted  their 
Lordships  would  at  once  consent  to  its 
iotrodiiction. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  retained  the  same 
opinion  on  the  subject  which  he  had  ex- 
presaed  last  Session. 

Bill  read  a  first  time. 

Adjourned  at  six  o'clock. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Monday f  February  6,  1 843. 

M mvTB.3  Psnnoirs  Pkxsiiitbd.  By  Mr.  Eftoourt, 
from  Oxford,  Lord  Cn?e,  fltom  Peonanti,  Sir  John  Yarde 
BuBer,  fhm  Euler,  Mt.  Bvotdlcy,  fkom  tiie  East  RkUng 
oC  Yoffluiiue>aiMloCfaferhon.Membcny  DromLIaiiAhanfel, 
Lfamgyaog,  and  Maador  Hundred,  Flintshireitfor  the  Re- 
peal of  10  nmdi  of  6  and  7  Win.  4th,  e.  77,  at  rdatea  to 
the  Unkm  of  St.  As^h  and  Bangor  Dioce8C8.-«iBy  Mr. 
Pendarves,  from  St.  Aiutell,  and  Sir  George  Clerk,  from 
Edinburgh,  CcMT  the  Repeal  of  the  Income-tax. — By  Sir 
Gcoffge  Clerk,  from  Newton,  for  the  Repeal  of  the 
mum  Md  CollicrietAet.~By  Mr.  Walter,  from  NoCtii«- 
luBn,  Aa  the  Repeal  of  the  Com^laws. — By  Mr.  Broadley, 
from  the  ArchdoMxmry  of  the  East  Riding  of  Yorkshire, 
a^hvt  the  Abolitioo  of  Ecciewtaitical  Courts.— By  Mr. 
ColviDe,  from  Aktonefield,  and  other  plaoes,  agaimk  pro- 
}r^flinf^  the  power  of  the  Poor-law  Commissioaers.— By 
an  hoo.  Member,  from  Otasgow,  for  Ameliorating  the 
Ctailrtnn  of  Cchoohnamw  (ScothadV 

Sugar  Duties.]  Mr.  Milner  Gibson 
bejiged  lo  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet  oppo- 
site wbelber  the  Government  intended  to 


maintain  the  present  prohibitory  duty  on 
foreign  sugar  ? 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  that^  without  intend- 
ing anything  like  personal  disrespect  to 
the  hon.  Member,  he  must  decline  an- 
swering his  question.  To  do  so  would  be 
inconsistent  with  his  duty,  for  he  might 
be  asked  a  similar  question  with  respect 
to  every  other  article  upon  which  a  duty 
existed. 

Treaty  with  Brazil — Stade  Du- 
ties.] Viscount  Palmerston :  I  rise  to 
propose  a  question  of  which  1  gave  notice 
on  Friday,  and  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  may  return  an  answer  or  not,  as 
circumstances  may  determine  him.  The 
question  relates  to  the  negotiations  now 
going  on  with  Brazil.  In  the  first  place 
1  will  ask  whether  the  British  Government 
has  acquiesced  in  the  interpretation  which 
her  Majesty's  late  Government  put  upon 
the  article  in  the  existing  treaty  with 
Brazil,  which  relates  to  the  duration  of 
that  treaty?  The  next  question  I  have  to 
propose  is,  whether  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet thinks  himself  at  liberty,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  negotiations  now  going 
on,  to  say  whether  those  negotiations,  as 
far  as  they  have  hitherto  gone,  justify 
him  in  entertaining  a  well-founded  hope 
that  they  will  lead  to  a  satisfactory  con- 
clusion, by  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of 
commerce  with  the  Brazilian  Government? 
I  wish,  also,  to  ask  a  question  relating  to 
another  matter,  and,  although  I  have  not  « 
given  notice  of  my  intention  to  propose  it, 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Baronet  will  give  an 
answer  to  it,  either  now  or  on  some  future 
day.  I  beg  to  ask  what  is  the  state  of 
our  negotiations  with  the  government  of 
Hanover  upon  the  subject  of  the  Stade 
duties  ? 

Sir  R,  Peel:  The  noble  Lord  is  per- 
fectly aware,  and  probably  a  great  ma- 
jority of  the  House  is  also  aware,  that 
there  existed  a  material  difference  of 
opinion  between  tho  British  Government 
and  the  Brazilian  Government,  relative  to 
the  duration  of  the  commercial  treaty 
which  was  concluded  between  the  two 
countries  some  years  since.  I  understand 
the  difierence  to  have  been  this: — The  Bra- 
zilian government  contended  that  the  treaty 
expired  in  the  month  of  November,  1842, 
whilst  the  British  Government  (the  late 
as  well  as  the  present)  contended  that  the 
proper  duration  of  the  treaty  extended  to, 
at  least,  November,  1844.  The  Brazilian 
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government,  for  some  time,  strenuously 
contested  our  construction  of  the  treaty  ; 
but  at  length  acquiesced  in  it,  and  the 
existing  treaty,  therefore,  will  continue  in 
force  until  November,  1844.  The  British 
Government  has  sent  a  representative  on 
a  special  mission  to  Brazil,  for  the  purpose 
of  attempting  to  negociate  a  commercial 
treaty.  If  this  attempt  should  prove  suc- 
cessful, the  treaty  would  not,  necessarily, 
take  effect  only  from  the  expiration  of  the 
present  treaty  ;  but  it  might,  possibly,  be 
so  arranged  as  to  take  effect  at  an  earlier 
period— of  course  with  the  consent  of  the 
two  contracting  parties.  It  would  not  be 
consistent  with  the  present  state  of  the 
negotiations  to  bold  out  any  expectations 
of  that  nature.  The  negotiations  are  not 
so  advanced  as  to  justify  me  in  alluding 
to  what  may  be  their  probable  result. 
With  respect  to  the  negotiations  with 
Hanover  relative  to  the  Stade  Duties,  1 
must  state,  that  the  propositions  made  by 
our  Government  have  not  been  acquiesced 
in  by  the  government  of  Hanover.  At 
present  nothing  definite  has  been  deter- 
mined. We  maintain  the  ground  which 
we  auumed,  and  Hanover  has  not  acqui. 
esced  in  our  propositions.  I  may  add 
that  the  Elbe  States  are  at  present  nego- 
tiating with  Hanover  on  the  subject. 
Conversation  at  an  end. 

Treaties  with  France  and  Portu- 
gal.] Mr.  Labouchere:  I  am  anxious  to 
ask  whether  the  right  hon.  Barooet  can 
communicate  any  information  respecting 
two  other  commercial  treaties,  which  have 
long  been  the  subject  of  negotiation  be- 
tween the  British  Government  and  the  Go- 
vernments of  France  and  Portugal.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  must  feel  how  injurious 
this  long  suspense  must  be,  and  how  de- 
sirable It  is  that  an  end  should  be  put  to 
it.  I  should  be  glad,  therefore,  if  it  were 
in  the  power  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
that  he  should  give  a  satisfactory  assur. 
ancc  to  the  House  of  the  probable  tcrmi- 
nation  of  the  nogoiiutions.  From  a  late 
declaration  of  M.  Guizot,  that  statesman 
appears  to  entertain  some  hope  that  th*.* 
negotiations  between  this  country  and 
France  may  be  brought  to  a  Aatisfactory 
coiiclufion  ;  and  I  shall  be  glad  if  the 
right  hon.Ctentlemencan  confirm  that  de- 
claration, or  can  hold  out  a  ho|)o  that  a 
more  liberal  system  of  commercial  policy 
will  be  adopted  between  the  two  countries 
than  that  which  now  prevails. 


Sir  R.  Peel:  I  concur  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  lamenting  the  loo|^ 
delay  which  hat  taken  place  in  these  nefo- 
tiations.  With  regard  to  the  coamiefctnl 
treaty  with  Portugal,  that  delay  hat  been 
most  injurious  to  trade.  At  the  tame 
time,  being  convinced  of  the  poliey  of 
securing  to  both  countries  the  raciproeni 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  eiten* 
sion  of  commerce,  the  Government  hat 
been  most  unwilling  to  break  off  the  nego- 
tiations. But  they  have  remained  to  long 
in  suspense,  that  it  is  now  almost  a  donli 
whether  it  would  not  have  been  better  to 
close  the  correspondence  than  tnbmit  to 
the  inconvenience  of  so  long  a  delay.  The 
negotiations  are  still  going  on.  Within  a 
few  days  we  have  received  new  propotalt 
from  the  Portuguese  government,  and  the 
time  will  shortly  arrive  when  her  Mijetty't 
Government  will  feel  it  necettary  to  break 
off  the  negotiations,  unlets  they  can  be 
brought  to  an  issue.  I  am  convinced  that 
the  delay  which  hat  occurred  with  retpect 
to  the  negotiations  with  Portugal,  by  para- 
lysing the  wine  trade,  hat  materially  afiect* 
ed  the  revenue,  and  is  one  cante  of  the 
deficiency  which  we  have  reaton  to  lament. 
With  respect  to  France,  I  have  the  tatit* 
faction  to  state  that  negotiations  for  efleet- 
ing  a  commercial  treaty  with  that  coootry 
have  been  renewed,  and  have  been  received 
with  that  degree  of  favour  which  leads  her 
Majestv's  Government  to  hope  that  a 
beneficud  arran^rement  may  be  made* 
Her  Majesty's  Government  feel  deeply 
that  the  advantages  of  toch  an  arrange* 
ment  should  not  be  confined  to  osete 
commercial  transactions,  but  that  it  thoald 
be  the  meant  of  cementing  more  clotelj 
the  tiet  of  friendly  connection  between 
the  two  countriet,  and,  though  I  wish  not 
to  speak  with  undue  confidence,  1  sincerely 
hope  that  a  sense  of  the  common  interestt 
of  both  countries  will  finally  lead  to  more 
extended  commercial  intercourse  between 
them. 

S  Y  R I  a  .] — Sir  C  Sapier :  I  wish  to  ask 
a  question  connectinl  with  the  affairs  of 
Syria.  I  have  received  a  letter  informing 
me  that  th(»se  persons  vkho  had  their  houses 
burned  and  property  destroyetl  by  our 
operations  in  Syria,  have  not  received  a 
8iii<;l<*  shilling  in  the  way  of  com|>ensation. 
I  beg  to  .i^ik  whether  Kmir  liescbir  hat 
received  com|>ensalion  for  his  losses^ 

Sir  li.  Pnl:  If  the  hon.  and  gallant 
officer  had  given  me  notice  of  bis  quetlion* 
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I  would  have  made  inquiry  on  tbe  subject. 
I  will  do  so  DOWy  and  give  an  answer  on  a 
fotore  evening. 
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from  one  station  to  another,  he  should 
receive  a  fresh  warrant,  authorising  him 
to  act  upon  the  new  station. 


ArFOHAN  War.]  Lord  J.  Rus- 
sell :  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  papers 
relating  to  Afghanistan  will  be  soon  laid 
before  the  House. 

Sir  jR.  Peel:  The  papers  are  rather 
voluminous ;  but  1  will  take  care  that  a 
proper  interval  shall  intervene  between 
tbe  delivery  of  the  papers  and  the  motion 
for  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Governor- 
general  and  the  army. 

Slave  Trade.]  Captain  Pechell 
said,  that  in  the  statement  made  the  other 
night  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  number  of  cruisers  un  the  coast 
of  Africa,  he  had  said,  that  he  should  be 
able  in  two  or  three  days  to  afford  the 
information  required.  Since  then  the 
question  had  k>een  mooted  in  the  French 
Chambers,  and  it  had  been  stated  that  the 
cruisers  furnished  by  each  power  were  to 
be  attached  to  the  African  station  alone, 
and  that  they  were  not  to  go  to  the  coast 
of  Brazil  and  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
It  had  also  been  stated  by  the  Foreign 
Minister  of  France,  that  in  the  execution 
of  the  article  he  had  stipulated  for  a  cer- 
tain number  of  cruisers,  and  had  demanded 
that  they  should  remain  attached  to  that 
coast  for  which  alone  their  warrant  was 
issued.  He  wished  to  ask  whether  the 
Government  assented  to  what  M.  Guizot 
had  stated  to  have  been  agreed  on,  or 
whether,  in  tbe  treaties  of  1831,  and  1833, 
there  was  any  mention  of  a  stipulation  to 
that  effect  ? 

Sir  R.  Peel  did  not  think  that  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  and  galiant  officer 
could  be  an  accurate  report  of  the  Speech 
of  the  French  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
There  had  been  no  engagement  entered 
into  which  compelled  this  country  to  limit 
tbe  number  of  its  cruisers — it  was  at  liberty 
to  exercise  its  own  discretion  as  to  what 
force  was  necessary  for  the  suppression  of 
tbe  Slave-trade.  The  French  had  an  equal 
right  to  exercise  their  own  discretion  in 
determining  what  number  of  cruisers  they 
should  employ;  they  had  entered  into  no 
engagement  to  limit  their  number.  The 
hon.  and  gallant  officer  asked  him  whether 
it  wai  true  that  the  right  of  search  had 
been  conGned  to  the  coast  of  Africa. 
What  this  country  had  undertaken  to  do 
was  ihia^  thai  wheo  an  officer  was  removed 


Custom  House  Frauds.]  Mr.  Wil' 
liams  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
what  course  had  been  taken  by  the 
Government  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing the  frauds  in  the  Custom-house,  and 
whether  it  were  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  lay  the  information  on  that 
subject  on  the  table  of  the  House  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
a  commission  had  been  actively  engaged 
in  the  prosecution  of  inquiries,  and  there 
was  every  prospect  that  in  a  short  period 
the  result  of  its  investigations  would  be 
presented  to  .the  House.  He  thought  it 
right  to  say,  that  in  case  any  part  of  the 
report  should  involve  materials  respecting 
which  prosecutions  were  pending,  he 
should  withhold  that  part  of  the  report 
until  the  prosecutions  had  been  deter- 
mined. 

Affghan  War.]  Mr.  Roebuck  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  question  to 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  her 
Majesty's  Government.  The  noble  Lord 
(Lord  J.  Russell)  had  asked  when  the 
papers  relating  to  the  AflTghan  war 
would  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House.  He  (Mr.  Roebuck)  wished  to 
ask  if  those  papers  would  ^  include  all 
the  information  that  existed  relative  to  the 
commencement  of  the  war?  His  reason 
for  asking  that  question  was  this:  the 
vote  of  thanks  which  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  given  notice  of  his  intention  to 
move,  included  not  only  the  army,  but  the 
Governor*general,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  Governor-general 
would  necessarily  depend  upon  the  policy 
which  he  had  pursued  in  withdrawing  the 
troops  within  the  Indus,  the  House  ought 
to  have  all  possible  information  respecting 
the  policy  of  the  war  from  the  commence- 
ment. Therefore,  he  would  ask  the  righ 
hon.  Baronet,  first,  if  he  could,  con- 
sistently with  his  duty,  submit  the  two 
questions  separately  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House;  and,  if  not,  whether  he 
would  be  prepared  to  give  to  the  House, 
before  he  proposed  the  vote  of  thanks,  all 
the  evidence  which  would  be  necessary  to 
enable  the  House  to  judge  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  war  ? 

Sir  B,  Peel  said,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
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would,  DO  doubt,  recollect  thai  an  inten- 
tion had  been  expressed  of  laying  before 
the  House  papers  to  a  certain  extent  re* 
specting  the  war.  The  papers  which  Go« 
vernment  intended  to  produce  would,  he 
thought,  afford  to  the  House  a  full  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  of  the  policy  of  the 
withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  AflTghati- 
istan.  But  the  Government  did  not  pro- 
pose to  gife  any  other  papers  than  should 
be  sufficient  to  enable  the  House  to  form 
a  judgment  of  the  skill  and  valour  of  the 
troops  and  their  leaders  in  their  dcpartuie, 
and  of  the  policy  of  the  withdrawal.  It 
was  not  intended  to  carry  the  information 
to  be  communicated  to  a  period  beyond 
that.  If  the  lion,  (icntleman  would  wait 
till  he  saw  the  papers,  he  would  then 
know  whether  they  sufliciently  tended  to 
throw  light  on  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Poor  Laws.]  Mr.  f I  alter  said,  that 
as  the  subject  of  the  Poor-law  had  not 
yet  been  adverted  to,  he  wished  to  know 
whether  it  were  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  bring  that  question  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House  within  the 
next  fortnight  ? 

Sir  J.  Graham  said,  he  would  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  introducing  a  bill  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Poor-law  Act ;  but 
he  would  not  pledge  himself  to  do  so 
within  the  next  fortnight. 

Mr.  Waiter  gave  notice,  that  on  that 
day  fortnight  he  would  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  question  of  the  Poor- 
law. 

American  Boundary  Treaty.]  Mr. 
Hume :  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  right 
hon.  Iktronet  intends  to  lay  upon  the 
Table  copies  of  the  corres|>ondence  which 
took  place  between  Lord  Ashburton  and 
Mr.  Webster  relative  to  the  boundary 
treaty.  After  what  has  appeared  in  the 
newspapers  during  the  last  two  days,  it  is 
very  necessary  that  the  House  should  be 
in  posnession  of  it. 

Sir  IL  Peel :  I  did  not  intend  to  pro« 
duce  the  correspondence. 

Mr.  Hume:  The  ri^ht  hon.  Baronet 
savs.  he  did  not  intend  to  do  so;  I  wish 
to  know  whether  he  now  intends  to  pro- 
dnre  it. 

Sir  it.  Peel:  I  hare  not  hcnrd  sufficient 
from  the  hon.  Member  to  induce  me  to 
alter  my  intention. 
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Answer  to  the  Address.]  Colonel 
Dawson  Damer  appeared  at  the  Bar  of  the 
House,  and  read  the  following  Aoswer 
from  her  Majesty  to  the  Address: — 


« 


I  thank  you  for  this  loyal  and  dotifvl  Ad« 


dress. 

**  I  rely  with  con6dence  on  your  attaduMOl 
and  support ;  and  you  may  depend  upon  My 
constant  and  anxioui  disposition  to  walcb  wiik 
equal  care  over  the  interests  of  all  classes  of 
My  Subjects." 

Affgiian  War— Vote  of  Thanrs.J 
l^rd  John  Rusiell  said,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Koebuck)  had  asked  whether 
the  papers  to  be  placed  on  the  Table  of 
the  House  would  afford  an  opporUinity  of 
taking  a  view  of  the  policy  oi  entertsg  oo 
the  war  in  Affghanistan.  He  (Lord  John 
Russell)  was  not  certain  whether  he  IumI 
distinctly  understood  the  right  hen.  Be* 
ronet's  reply.  It  had  hitherto  been  mvrI, 
when  votes  of  thanks  had  been  proposed, 
to  confine  that  vote  merely  to  tluuiks  for 
the  manner  in  which  the  military  opera* 
tions  had  been  carried  into  effect,  MS«fli« 
ing  the  policy  out  of  which  these  opeim- 
tions  had  resulted  to  he  corrsct,  lesfnif  U 
perfectly  free  to  the  Meaibers  who  ^^^ 
concur  in  the  vote  of  thsDks  for  the  mtU* 
tary  operations,  to  questioQ  the  policy,  the 
adoption  of  which  had  led  to  those  opera- 
tions. Now,  the  ootios  of  the  right  hen. 
Baronet  had  been  given  in  the  as— i 
unns,  and  he  wished  U>  know  whether  H 
were  the  inteation  of  the  r«ht  Imni.  hm* 
rooet  to  propose  the  vote  of  thaaks  hm  iht 
usual  way;  that  was  lo  say«  to  cooiae 
himself  to  asking  for  a  vote  of  thenks  far 
the  manner  in  which  the  ssilitmry  opsfa« 
tions  had  been  carried  into  efleec,  or 
whether  he  oieant  to  ask  the  Hoose  for  Ho 
approval  of  the  policy  of  withdrawmf  the 
army  within  the  Indus,  and  of  the  whole 
of  the  policy  of  the  Oovemor-geiienl  aad 
the  Government  ? 

Sir  Kobrrt  Peel  said  that,  in  nofuif 
the  vote  of  thanks,  he  intended  to  adhere 
strictly  to  the  object  roentioocd  in  the 
notice  which  he  had  given.  He  intended 
to  confine  the  vote  expressly  to  the  miHu 
tary  operations,  and  did  not  iateod  oa  that 
occasion  to  a«k  the  House  to  exprtss  aay 
opinion  of  approval  or  disapproval  of  the 
policy  which  had  led  lo  the  withdrawal  of 
the  troops  within  the  Indus.  Tbose,  there* 
fore,  who  might  he  opposed  to  the  policy 
of  the  war,  ought  still  joia  ia  Iks  sale  of 
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thanks  for  the  skill  and  energy  with  which 
the  military  operationi  were  conducted. 
He  intended,  in  short,  to  adhere  to  what 
had  been  the  uniform  practice  on  similar 
occasions ;  but  though  the  papers  were 
intended  to  bear  on  the  military  opera- 
tions, and  not  on  the  policy  of  the  war, 
yet  it  woald  be  difficult  to  lay  before  the 
House  all  the  requisite  papers  without 
producing  enough  to  enable  hon.  Members 
to  form  their  own  opinions  with  respect  to 
that  policy.  He  proposed  that  the  papers 
should  commence  at  the  period  when  the 
6rst  violent  outbreak  took  place,  shortly 
before  the  murder  of  Sir  W.  M'Naughten ; 
aud  the  main  object  in  producing  the  pa- 
pert  waa  to  enable  the  House  to  judge 
whether  or  not  that  public  acknowledg- 
ment he  should  propose  should  be  con- 
sidered satisfactory.  He  should  not  invite 
discussion  upon  the  policy  itself;  but  he 
believed  the  information  afforded  by  the 
papers,  although  they  might  not  throw 
any  new  light  upon  the  original  policy  of 
the  war,  would  necessarily  throw  new  light 
upon  the  policy  of  the  withdrawal  of  the 
troope ;  although  that  was  not  his  imme- 
diate object  in  producing  the  papers. 

Mr.  Roebuck  felt  some  difficulty  rela- 
tive to  the  position  in  which  the  question 
then  stood,  and  for  this  reason :  the  right 
hen.  Baronet  had  introduced  into  one  mo- 
tk>n  two  very  separate  and  distinct  propo- 
siiiona ;  the  one  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Governor-general,  and  the  other  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  troops.     Now,  no  matter 
what  might  have  been  the  policy  or  justice 
of  the  war,  it  would   be  proper  for  the 
House  lo  vote  thanks  to  the  army.    That 
was  quite  clear.    But  the  whole  policy  of 
the  Governor-general  was  connected  with 
a  pfoclamation  issued  by  him,  in  whioh  he 
let  forth  his  opinion  respecting  the  policy 
of  the  whole  war,  as  well  as  his  motives 
for  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  within  the 
Indus.     He  wanted  to  know  whether  the 
vote  of  thanks  would  include  that  procla- 
metion  ?     He  quite  agreed,  for  his  part, 
with    the   GovemaUgeneral,    as  far    as 
his  present   lights   conducted    him ;    he 
ihould  be  prepared  to  support  the  vote  of 
thanks,  on  the  ground  of  that  proclama- 
tion.  But  he  could  clearly  understand  that 
there  night  be  strong  feelings  on  that  side 
and  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  re- 
specting that  proclamation.    He  thought 
that  it  would  not  be  sufficient  to  lay  before 
the  HQvm  those  papery  only  which  related 

to  tbo  tiiisi^ctimie  imoiediaidy  previous  to 


the  outbreak.  They  should  have  the  pa- 
pers necessary  to  judge  of  the  origin  of 
the  war,  namely,  of  the  policy  and  justice 
of  maintaining  our  troops  to  the  west  of 
the  Indus;  and  he  trusted  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  separate  these  two 
distinct  propositions — namely,  the  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  present  Governor-general, 
and  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the  army ;  and 
that  he  would  give  the  House  every  in- 
formation relative  to  the  whole  series  of 
events  in  India. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  he  thought  it  would 
then  be  premature  to  enter  upon  a  discus- 
sion of  the  question.  He  would  under- 
take to  lay  before  the  House  such  papers 
as  her  Majesty's  Government  might  think 
desirable;  and  he  would  communicate 
them  to  the  House  some  days  before  he 
would  call  upon  the  House  to  adopt  any 
proceedings  with  respect  to  them.  He 
would  also  undertake  to  give  several  days' 
notice  of  the  precise  terms  of  the  motion 
he  should  propose.  He  believed  that  such 
a  course  was  wajranted  by  former  prece- 
dents. That  was  the  course  pursued  in 
the  case  of  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Lord 
Auckland,  a  vo)e  of  thanks  which  he  (Sir 
Robert  Peel)  supported,  although  he  pro- 
tested at  the  time  against  being  supposed 
to  approve  of  the  policy  of  Lord  Auck- 
land. Still  he  thought  it  right  to  give 
his  thanks  for  the  skill  and  energy  dis- 
played by  the  noble  Lord  in  his  prepara* 
tions  for  carrying  on  the  war.  When  the 
papers  were  before  the  House  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Roebuck)  would  see 
whether  they  were  sufficient  to  enable  him 
to  form  his  views.  For  his  (Sir  R.  Peel's) 
part,  he  intended  strictly  to  follow  the 
precedent  of  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Lord 
Auckland. 

Thb  American  Boundary.]  Sir  C. 
Napier  said,  that  public  attention  had 
been  drawn  to  a  map,  marked  with  a 
strong  red  line,  bearing  on  the  question  of 
the  American  boundary.  Had  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  received  any  information  re- 
specting that  red  line  ? 

Sir  Robert  Peel:  No,  but  he  had  re- 
ceived another  map,  with  a  completely 
different  boundary  line  marked  on  it. 

Sir  C.  Napier :  Would  it  not  be  right  to 
produce  a  copy  of  the  map  ? 

Sir  Robert  Peel:  The  map  is  repre- 
sented to  be  in  the  king's  library  at  Paris. 

Sir  C  Napier  thought  our  ambassador 
at  Paris  might  be  written  to  for  a  copy. 
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Chapter  Property.]  Mr.  IK.  O. 
Stanley  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, the  Secretary  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, whether  he  intended  to  intro- 
duce any  bill  this  Session  with  regard  to 
chapter  property  in  North  Wales  ? 

Sir  James  GraJiam  said,  that  he  in- 
tended to  introduce  a  bill  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  it  would  be  the  same  in  sub- 
stance as  that  brought  in  last  Session. 

Borough  of  Sudbury.]  Colonel 
Rushbrooke  rose  to  move,  that  the  Speaker 
do  issue  bis  warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown,  directing  the  issue  of  a  writ  for 
the  election  of  Members  for  the  borough 
of  Sudbury.  The  hon.  Member  obser?ed, 
that  he  had  undertaken  his  present  task 
in  compliance  with  the  wish  of  bis  consti- 
tuents, who,  as  they  had  no  one  else  to 
ask,  had  applied  to  him, — *'  Quoniam 
nemini  obtrudi  j)Ote$t  itur  ad  me/'  The 
question  relating  to  Sudbury  had  been  so 
often  before  the  House,  that  he  would  not 
take  up  its  time  by  again  entering  upon 
it,  but  would  only  observe,  that  no  case 
had  been  made  out  to  keep  the  borough 
without  its  representatives  in  Parliament. 

On  the  question  being  put. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber might  obtain  his  object  by  allowing 
the  amendment  of  another  hon.  Member 
to  stand  as  an  original  motion,  to  which  he 
could  move,  if  he  pleased,  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Tufnell:  After  the  bill  that  had 
been  unanimously  passed  last  Session  by 
that  House  for  the  disfranchisement  of 
Sudbury,  he  had  not  expected  on  the  first 
night  of  the  Session  notice  would  have 
been  given  of  a  motion  for  the  issue  of  a 
new  writ.  The  most  extensive  bribery 
was  proved  to  have  prevailed  at  Sudbury, 
but  as  the  motion  for  the  new  writ  was 
not  to  be  pressed,  he  should  make  no 
farther  remarks  on  the  subject,  but  would, 
in  the  course  of  the  evening,  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  the  bill,  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  for  the  disfranchisement  of 
the  borough.  In  the  mean  time  he  would 
move  that  the  Speaker  should  not  issue 
his  writ  for  the  election  of  a  new  Member 
until  the  20ih  March  next. 

Colonel  liushbrotyke  said  he  would  not 
object  to  such  a  motion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  7f//>iir//then  moved,  "  That  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  exclude  the  bo- 
rough of  Sudbury  from  sending  burgesses 
to  Krve  in  Parliament."    He  founded  bis 


motion  upoo  the  report  of  tlie  comiiiiUee. 
who  had  found  that  gross  bribery  bad 
prevailed  at  the  late  election. 

Mr.  Blacksiome  thought  that  no  case 
had  been  made  out  which  could  justify  tbe 
House  in  taking  the  extreme  conne  of 
disfranchising  all  the  electors  of  tbe  bo- 
tough.  He  had  taken  an  opportunity  last 
Session  of  moving  that  the  adjaceot  hun- 
dred be  added  to  tbe  borough.  This,  if 
acceded  to,  would  have  had  tbe  effect  of 
introducing  a  sufficient  number  of  good 
electors  into  the  borough.  The  committee 
had  not  carried  their  inquiry  far  enough 
to  prove  the  general  corruption  of  the 
borough.  At  Stafford  it  had  been  proved 
that  of  945  electors,  804  had  received 
money  for  their  votes ;  but  if  they  looked 
into  the  case  of  Sudbury,  they  would  not 
6nd  more  than  eight  or  nine  cases  of 
persons  who  had  received  bribes;  and  it 
was  not,  therefore,  just  to  take  away  tbe 
franchise  from  those  who  had  done  no- 
thing to  forfeit  it.  He  thought  that  be- 
fore the  House  proceeded  to  this  step  it 
ought  to  be  in  possession  of  the  fullest  in- 
formation. With  this  view,  be  would 
move,  as  an  amendment, 

**  That  a  Select  (Committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  corrupt  practices  alleced  to 
have  prevailed  at  the  last  election  for  the  bo- 
rough of  Sudbury,  and  to  report  the  result  of 
their  inquiries  to  the  House." 

If  general  corruption  should  then  be 
proved,  he  would  not  object  to  the  hon. 
Member's  bill ;  but,  until  such  proof  were 
given,  he  would  oppose  it. 

Mr.  T.  Duncombe  said,  that  when  this 
question  was  before  tbe  House  in  the  last 
Session  he  took  the  liberty  of  interposing 
between  tbe  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
and  the  issue  of  the  writ,  and  tbe  House 
agreed  with  him  on  the  occasion,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  not  now  stultify  itself  by 
giving  a  negative  to  the  report  of  the  coa- 
mittce  of  last  Session^  and  by  allowing 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  to  steal  a 
march  upon  it  in  the  beginning  of  the 
present.  The  committee  to  which  the 
election  petition  relatmg  to  the  return  for 
Sudbury  had  been  referred  had  unani- 
niously  re|)orted  that  gross  and  systematic 
bribery  had  prevailed  at  the  last  election, 
and  that  the  borough  ought  to  be  disfran- 
chised. To  carry  out  the  report  of  that 
committee  such  a  measure  as  the  proposed 
bill  was  necessary.  When  the  bill  was 
before  the  House  in  the  last  Session,  it 
wu  first  moved  that  counsel  be  bcaid 


209  Conttitution  of  {Fe 

against  it.  That  was  negatived.  It  was 
then  moved  that  the  virtue  of  ihe  adjoio- 
ing  hundred  be  infused  into  the  represen- 
(atioD  with  the  view  of  purifying  it;  but 
even  that  the  House  would  not  accept, 
and  the  bill  fordisfrancbiBing  the  borough 
was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Lords,  but  at 
too  late  a  period  to  allovr  a  chance  of  its 
paasing,  and  it  was  not  passed.  After 
this,  would  the  House  consider  that  an- 
other committee  of  inquiry  was  necessary  ? 
Would  such  a  committee  be  considered 
oeceasaTV,  when  it  was  already  proved 
that  more  than  200  of  the  voters  of  the 
borough  were  bribed  in  one  dajf?  He 
thought  an  example  should  be  made  of 
thatmost  delinquent  borough,  and  hehoped 
hi*  hon.  Friend  would  press  his  motion. 

Sir  B.  I'eel  thought  last  Session,  when 
the  facts  of  the  case  were  fresh  in  his 
recoUeclion,  that  there  was  ample  reason 
for  sendingthe  bill  for  disfranchising  Sud- 
bury up  to  the  House  of  Lords.  Gonsi- 
denng  the  unanimous  report  made  by  the 
committee  and  the  evidence  which  they 
reported  to  the  Hoase,  and  as  he  was  not 
aware  of  any  new  facts  [bud  cheers]  which 
would  induce  him  to  alter  his  opinion,  he 
should  give  his  vote  in  favour  of  Ihe  intro- 
duction of  the  bill. 

Colonel  Wyndham  approved  of  the 
course  taken  by  the  right  hon.  Baionet 
therefore  he  also  would  give  his  vote 
against  the  amendment. 

Amendment  negatived :  Main  question 
agreed  to :  Leave  given. 

CoNSTiTliTiOM  OF  Committees.]  Mr 
Ewart  was  very  desirous  to  improvt 
Ute  constitution  of  committees  on  privatt 
bills,  by  prohibiting  the  attendance  oc 
them,  aa  Members,  of  any  Member  of 
the  House  who  was  interested  for  or 
against  any  bill.  He  wished  to  assimllati 
Ibe  practice  of  that  House  to  the  practice 
which  prevailed  in  the  House  of^  Lords, 
where  it  had  been  eminently  successful. 
To  attain  these  ends  he  begged  leave  tci 
move  the  following  resolutions  : — 

"  1.  Ibat  it  is  expedient  that  committees  oti 
private  bills  should  be  approximated  morc- 
neariy  tiiaa  they  now  are  to  judicial  tribunals, 
and  exempted  as  much  as  possible  from  all 
motives  of  local  and  personal  interest;  and 
that  the  responsibility  and  efficiency  of  com- 
mittees of  this  House  in  general  would  be  pro- 
moted bj  diminishing  Sie  number  of  Mem- 
bers composing  them. 

"  2.  That,  vrith  a  view  of  attaining  these 
otgeets,  tbe  nuibei  of  Metnben  couposiDg 
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(sommittees  on  opposed  private  bills  be  re- 
duced to  seven. 

3.  That  such  seven  Members  be  appointed 
by  the  Commiitee  of  Selection,  after  the  second 
'eading  of  such  bills ;  but  tbal,  prerioos  to 
:uch  appointment,  the  Committee  of  Selection 
lo  ascertain  from  each  of  such  seven  Mem- 
bers, Chat  be  is  willing  lo  serve,  and  that  he  is, 
neither  through  hia  constituents  noi  himself 
personally,  interested  for  or  gainst  the  bill  in 
ijuestion  :  and  that,  id  case  be  is  unable  to 
jerve,  or  is  interested  aa  aforesaid,  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  do  appoint  some  other 
Member  lo  serve  in  place  of  him. 

"4.  Tbat  tbe  Committee  of  Selection  ap- 
point no  Member  to  serve  on  more  than  one 
juch  private  bill  commtlte  at  a  time. 

"5.  That  the  number  of  Members  compos- 
ing Select  Committees  be  likewise  reduced  to 
seven;  except  on  special  cause  sbovra  to  the 
satisfaction  oF  tbe  House  for  extending  the 
number  to  more  than  seven, 

"  6.  Tbat,  previous  lo  Ihe  naming  of  any 
sucb  Select  Committee,  the  Member  who 
moves  for  its  appointment  shall  communicate 
with  the  Committee  of  Selection ;  in  order  to 
avoid,  aa  much  as  possible,  tbe  appointment 
of  Members  to  serve  on  such  select  committee 
who  may  already  be  fully  occupied  by  a  pri- 
by  other  select  com- 


Sir  G.  Ckrk  could  not  give  his  assent 
to  the  resolutions  proposed,  because  the 
amended  system  which  was  in  practice  in 

Erivate  committees  during  the  last  Session 
ad  worked  very  well,  and  had  given 
prettv  general  satisfaction.  No  Member 
could  now  vote  upon  any  bill  in  committee 
who  had  not  attended  and  heard  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  which  was  offered 
either  in  support  of  it  oi  against  it.  The 
Committee  of  Selection  now  appointed 
three  Members  who  were  wholly  uncon- 
nected with  the  locality  to  which  the  bill 
they  were  appointed  to  consider  applied ; 
they  were,  therefore,  impartial  judges, 
whose  opinion  had  great  weight,  it  was 
found  very  difficult,  upon  many  occasions, 
to  secure  tbe  attendance  of  three  gentle- 
men who  had  no  interest  in  or  were 
wholly  indifferent  to  the  matter  brought 
before  them,  and  it  would  be  still  more 
difficult  to  secure  the  regular  attendance 
of  seven.  Gentlemen  would  &nd  it  a  heavy 
lax  npoQ  their  time,  and  if  these  resolu- 
tions were  adopted  the  consequence 
would  be  that  many  days  would  be  lost 
and  great  expense  incurred  by  necessary 
adjournments,  consequent  upon  tbe  ab- 
sence of  some  of  the  gentlemen  appoinled. 
But  he  thought  it  was  absolutely  necei- 
tar;  that  gentlemen  locall j  connected  with 
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bills  should  be  on  the  committees.  Sup- 
pose that  seven  disinterested  Members 
were  appointed,  and  really  did  attend, 
and  that  the  bill  before  them  was  that  for 
making  a  railway ;  if  it  ran  near  a  noble- 
roan's  or  flfentleman's  mansion,  or  through 
bis  park*  ne  had  ample  means  at  hand  to 
employ  counsel  to  protect  his  interests ; 
but  who  was  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
small  proprietors?  Who  so  well  as  the 
gentlemen  who  represented  them  in  the 
House?  Besides,  the  local  knowledge 
which  the  Member  had  was  often  the 
means  of  explaining  a  point  in  five  mi- 
nutes, whipb  counsel,  who  spoke  only 
from  their  briefs,  might  have  spent  hours 
over,  and  left  in  the  dark  after  all.  Not- 
withstanding the  many  objections  which 
had  been  started  to  the  composition  of 
private  committees  very  few  objectionable 
bills  were  passed,  and  they  were  generally 
bills  which  were  unopposed.  But,  even 
with  respect  to  them»  a  new  system  had 
been  introduced  by  the  lion.  Member  the 
laie  chairman  of  ways  and  means  (Mr. 
Eiernal),  by  which  it  was  almost  impoMible 
that  an  objectionable  bill,  even  unopposed, 
could  be  passed. 

Dr.  Bowring  said,  that  these  resolutions 
aetmed  to  him  to  be  recommended  by 
sound  sense  and  an  accurate  estimate  of 
what  such  a  tribunal  ought  to  be.    The 
tribunal  in  question  ought  to  approximate 
more  nearly  than  it  did  at  present  to  a 
court  of  law.    This  country  prided  herself 
on   her  judicial    tribunals,  where    such 
evidence  as  ought  to  be  received  was  ad« 
nitted,  whilst  such  as  ought  to  be  rejected 
#a8  refused,  and  ht  saw  no  reason  why 
Committees  of  this  House  on  private  bills 
sliould  not  be  of  the  same  nature.     He 
also  approved  of  the  resolution  which  went 
10  reduce  the  number  of  the  Members  of 
the  (*omroittte  to  seven.     In  his  opinion 
the  responsibility  of  the  |)rivate  bills  Com* 
miitee  ought  to  be  greatly  increased,  and  he 
thought  his  hon.  Friend  took  a  very  accu* 
rate  view  of  this  subject  by  endeavouring 
to  throw  on  (he  shoulders  of  every  indi- 
vidual  in  the  (*ommittce  every  |)ossible 
responsibility;  all   that  his  lion.  Friend 
pro|K)sed  was,  that  with  resiNsct  to  ('om- 
inittees  on  private  bills,  they  should  in- 
troduce the  same  principle  and  recognize 
Ikn  same  rules  as  nad  lieen  for  some  time 
adopted,  and,  be  might  add,  with  so  much 
oonvaaience  elsewhere. 
'      I  C'Afi      Uor  qf  the  Kxchiautr  en- 
own  docklMlly  advene  to 


the  motion.    The  hon.  and  learned  Mun- 
ber  placed  the  question  on  a  false  gnmmA, 
when  he  represented  a  private  Committee 
as  a  body  of  a  strictly  judicial  nature.  H« 
thought   it  entirely  different.     A  private 
Committee  was  appointed  to  dischmigt  U. 
gislative  functions,  and  do,  with  respect  to 
a  private  bill,  what  the  Hoose  itself  did 
in  the  case  of  a  public  bill,  taking  that 
course  which  the  force  of  opinion  and  cir 
cumstances  pointed  out  as  expedient.     A 
select  Committee  on  a  private  bill  atood  is 
the  same  situation  as  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  a  public  bill,  and  dis- 
charged similar  functions.    A  judicial  tri- 
bunal was  not  the  l)est  fitted  to  decide  oo 
questions  of  expediency.     If  the  repro- 
sontatives  of  placet  or  districts  affectad 
by  the  bills  were  excluded  Iroas  the  Cooi- 
mittees,al]  these  questions  and  diaeoaaioQa 
now  disposed  of  in  the  Committees  woald 
be  introduced  into  the  House  itself,  to  the 
exclusion  of  more  important  basincM,  aad 
the  undue  consumption  of  the  public  liaM. 
Mr.  Derna/must  admit  that  be  was  not 
particularly  enamoured  of  the  motion  now 
introduced,  nor  in  love  with  the  preaent 
mode  of  proceeding  upon   private  bilb. 
There  were  very  great  difficulties  in  tbe 
way,  and,  do  what  they  miglit,  the  cooflici 
of  opinions  to  which  the  right  hon.  Ocd- 
tleman  had  juit  adverted,  aud  which  be 
wished  to  avert  from  the  time  applied  to 
public  business,  could  not  be  prevealed. 
If  there  were  any  thing  like  a  public  priii« 
ciple  in  any  bill  that  was  introduoeo,  ka 
defied  them  to   get  rid  of  that  conflict 
of  opinions  ;   but  he  had  long  tkoiigbt 
they  should  do  something  to  radieally 
change  the  preaent  systems  and  he 
not  think  it  impossible  to  obtain  oaa 
objectionable.     He  considered  that  tkey 
should  have  some  person  in  the  capacity 
of  a  judge  who  should  sit  and  pceaide 
over  the  tribunal  before  which  opposed 
bills  should  be  instituted,  conducted,  aad 
Hnally  settled,  and,  that  there  should  be 
certain  rules  and  regulations  of  conduct 
maturely  considered  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House  by  which  that  judge,  be  he  whom 
he  might,  should  guide  the  decisions  of 
the  Committee  in  conformity  with  them. 
When  all  tbe  information  was  collected 
and  ficcided  on  by  that  judge,  who  skoaM 
coniider  whether  the  rules  and  regulatioM 
of  the  House  had  been  properly  followed 
or  not,  that  should  be  transmitlcd  with  a 
report  from  the  judge  to  the  Hotiae,  aad 
then  tbe  House  wouki  have  so»etbim 
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tolid  and  ( 


which   it  could    depend  to  I  StauntoD,  SirG.  T. 


The  HoaM  divided  on  the  first  resolu- 
Ikm:— Ay€a27;  No«  84  :  Majority  67. 

Lilt  o/  the  Ayes. 


AUani,  W. 
Bowling,  Dr. 
BrotherioD,  3. 
Cmrfbfd,  W.  S. 
DcBBiKoa,  J. 
lHke,SirJ. 
DoDcan,  G. 
ElphiuioiM,  H. 
FoNMr.H. 


Mitmlf,  H. 
OgU,S.C.  H. 
PonsoDby.ho.C.F.A. 
Pratb«roe,  E. 
BoH,D.R. 
Scott,  R. 
StanafieU,  W.S.C. 


Strait,  E. 
Thornely,  T. 


place  id  own  deciiion.  It  had  often  been  ||"'=,'|'°^'''  ^'^  ^ 
uid  that  a  job  might  easily  be  effected  by 
the  preient  system  of  passing  unopposed 
bills,  and  if  any  snch  job  were  in  view  it 
was  only  to  present  a  petition.  The  bill 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  as  an  op< 
posed  bill,  and  the  job  might  then  be  ef- 
fected. He  much  fcared  that  his  hon. 
Friend  coald  not  cure  that  defect;  and, 
u  he  did  not  consider  that  the  resoluiioDs 
would  effect  any  good  object,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  suppott  them. 

Mr.  Hume  approved  of  the  resolutions 
which  would  approximate  the  practice  of 
the  House  of  Commons  lo  that  of  the 
Honte  of  Lords,  and  had  been  recom- 
OMBded  by  former  Committees.  Members 
raonacted  with  districts  from  which  bills 
«ere  pendiag  were  now  placed  in  a  most 
enbairassing  situation,  being  equally 
presaed  by  both  parties  to  support  them. 
He  coald  not  conceive  any  two*  cases  more 
exactly  similar  than  the  trial  of  a  question 
of  property  before  a  jury,  and  the  trial  of 
tuch  a  question  before  a  Committee  of 
that  Honte.  All  the  itnprovemenls  which 
had  been  made  ia  election  Committees 
bad  fot  tbeir  object  to  find  individuals  to 
wrve  OQ  the  Committees  free  from  tocat 
iadaeocea  and  party  feelings.  The  same 
argnnents  applied  to  the  present  case ; 
and  «a  to  the  difficulty  oF  obtaining  the 
icnrtees  of  Members,  was  it  to  be  sup- 
poaed  that  in  the  whole  House  five  impar- 
tial and  tminfluenced  men  could  not  be 
fbnad  to  try  a  question  affecting  a  par- 
ticular section  of  the  coantry. 

Hr.  Ewart  said,  select  Ccnnmittees  were 
lobe  considered  as  not  legislative  but  ju- 
dicial bodies,  and  the  more  impartial  they 
were  reodered  the  more  of  public  con- 
fideoce  they  would  enjoy.  Since  this  had 
beea  in  eonM  degree  regarded  in  the  elec- 
tion Committees  they  had  been  much  more 
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Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Clire,  Viicl. 
Colquhoun,  J.  C. 
Colville,  C.  a. 
Corry,  rl.  hon.  H. 
Craig,  W.  G. 
Cripps,  W. 
Divnt,  E. 
DoDglaa,  Sir  C.  E. 
Drummond,  11.  H. 
DuDCombe,  T. 
Egertoo,W.T. 
Eliot,  Lord 
EscotI,  B. 
Eiteourt,  T.  G.  B. 
Fitsroy,  Capt. 
Ffolliot,  J. 
Forbei,  W. 
Gaskell,  J.  Hilnes 
Glubtone,rt.hn.  W^. 
Gordon,  hon.  Capt. 
Goulburn,  rt.  hn.  H. 
Graham,  rt.  hon.  Sir  J. 
HamiliOD,  W.J. 
Uardinge,  rt.  bn.SirH.    Vn 
Hauie,  A.  Sul 

Resolations  rejected. 

House  adjourned. 


Mu'rpbv,  F.  S. 
Nichiril,  rt.  hon.  3, 
Northland,  Visct. 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Peel,  rt,  hon.  Sir  B. 
Plumplre,  J.  P. 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Praed,W.T. 
Pringle,  A. 
ftashleigh,  W. 
Richards,  R. 
Rose,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Sniythe,  hon.  G. 
Smollett,  A. 
Stanley,  Lord 
TennentjJ.E. 
Trotter,  3. 
Verner,  Col. 
Vivian, ;.  H. 
Viviaa,  J.  E. 
Wodeboute  E. 
Young,  J, 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS, 
TWsday,  February  7. 1S43. 

UiKTn*.]    Biu.a.    PuMt.r-V'  Lia  of  EyUmob 

RiOHT  OF  Seakch — Statembht  IH 

THEFRENCHCHAHBER.^LordAroUoftawt 

said :  I  said  yesterday  that  I  shoala  call 
(he  attention  of  your  Lonlibips  lo  a  matter 
of  great  iroportance—I  mean  the  reat 
•tM  of  the  question  ^betireen  the  United 
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^^*««  ^f  America  and  England,  during 
^*^  y«,trs  1 8-23  and  1824  on  the  imporunl 
««>jtjct  of  ihe  right  of  search.     I  am  the 
^^  iQclioed  to  do  so  from,  doubtless,  the 
•"■^ppfebension  in  France  of   the  plain 
•«wl   andeDiahle  (for  it  was  no  matter  of 
controversy)  terms  adopted  by  the  Con- 
|«^*s  and  Government  of  the  United  Slates, 
^^»og  the  negotiations  I  have  alluded  to. 
*nis  mUapprehension  has  been  fallen  into 
^  ^^  gentleman  for  whom  I  have  a  sin- 
c«re  friendship,  and  of  whom  1  can  justly 
^y»  ^  ^l'  ^^®  know  him  can  bear  witness, 
^w  be  is  esteemed,  respected,  and  ad- 
^tred  for  his  brilliant  talents  and  his  great 
1^*^*°K»   the  distinguished    lawyer   who 
Isolds    the    high   situation   of  Attorney- 
general  of   the  Court  of   Cassation.      1 
peed  hardly  add  that  I  allude  to  Mon- 
sieur Dupio.     He  has  been  misled   into 
so   exceedingly   inaccurate  statement  of 
what  took   place   between   America  and 
Bngland,  and  (what  is  more  important, 
for  on   this  the  whole  question   turns), 
between  the  two  houses  of  representatives, 
and  the  executive  government  in  America, 
as  to  the  right  of  search.     He  has  been 
misled  to  the  extent  of  permitting  himself 
to  state,   in  his  place,  that  the  Senate 
of  America  refused  to  touch  the  question 
of   the  right  of  search,  or    to  ^  ratify  a 
treaty  on  that  right,  under  whatever  form 
it  could    be    presented    to    their   atten- 
tion.    Nay  more,  that  they  deemed  any 
such  question  inconsistent  with  the  inde« 
pendence  of  the  nation,  and  the  honour 
of  their  flag.     Now  in  that  assertion,  he 
and  I  are  at  issue.     I  am  wrong  in  the 
statement  I   made  to  your  Lordships,  at 
the  very  same  time  that  my  learned  friend 
was  asserting  the  contrary  in  his  place  in 
that  legislature,  of  which  he  is  a  most 
distinguished  ornament,   and  I  am   now 
entirely  wrong,  if  I  cannot  prove  to  demon- 
stration, that  not  only  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Sutet  did  not  refuse  to  touch  the 
question  under  any  form,  on  account  of 
the  supposed  inconsistency  of  such  a  course 
with  the  honour  of  the  Hag  and  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  States ;  not  only  did  it 
not  refuse  to  adopt  the  principle  of  the 
right  of  search,  in  the  form  in  which  it  was 
presented,  but  it  volunteered  to  enter  into 
the  question,  and    itself   proposed    the 
concession  of  that  right  of  search.     The 
Congress    passed  an  almost    unanimous 
resolution  —  first  of  the  two  houses  of 
representatives,  and  then  of  the  Senate, 
the  one  bouK  represents  ail  the  people, 
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the  other  all  the  property  of  America, 
embodying  the  public  opinion  of  America 
on  this  questions-embodying  their  feeling 
of  national  independence,  and  embody- 
iog  their  feeling    as    to  the  honoor  of 
the  flag  of  America  in   connexion   with 
the  right  of   search,  and   that    all   but 
unanimous  resolution  called  on  the  Pre* 
sident,  who  rather  differed  from  them  on 
the  subject,   and  who  entertained  tone 
lingering   prejudices  with  respect  to  the 
flag  of  his  country,  to  overcome  his  tern* 
pies,  and  induced  him,  in  execution  of  that 
re.^lution,  to  press  on  the  minister  of  this 
country  t  he  adoption  of  the  vie  wsof  Aaiencm. 
I  defy  any  man  who  has  read  the  records  of 
the  American  Congress,  to  contradict  the 
statement   which    I   now  make;   or  any 
man,  who  reads  the  official  records  of  the 
negotiations  which  I  hold  in  my  hand^aBd 
which  passed  between  the  two  countries 
on  the  subject,  to  gainsay,  contradict*  or, 
in  the  most  minute  particular,  alter,  aflfect, 
or  modify  my  statement.    The  propoaitioo 
came  over,  not  only  in  the  form  of  a  des- 
patch, but  in  the  form  of  a  despatch  en- 
closing a  draft  of  a  treaty,  which  had  been 
previously   recommended  by  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States.    Your  Lordships  are 
aware  that  the  American  executive  does  ool 
represent  theUnited  States  as  the  Sovereign 
here  represents  oarcountry.  The  executive^ 
in  making  peace  or  war  here,  represents 
the  community ;  and  Parliament  can  only 
ratify  by  vote  that  which  the  Crown,  as 
the   representative  of    the  country,  has 
determined  upon.     But  in  America,  the 
Senate  as  well  as  the  President,  ratj6es 
every  treaty,  and  no  treaty  can  be  con- 
cluded  without  the  satisfaction  of    the 
Senate.     The  executive  power  is  for  this 
purpose  in  commission.  [Lord  AtUmrUm: 
Two- thirds  of  the  Senate  must  agree  to 
any  treaty.]     True,  and  the  Senate  pro- 
spectively exercising  the  power  whicb  it 
might  be  supposed  well-inclined  to  exer- 
cise,  suggested   and   the  President  sent 
over  the  draft  of  a  convention,  which  was 
laid  before  the  Secretary  of  State  in  this 
country,  a  late  right  hon.  Friend  of  mine, 
Mr.  Iluskisson,  and  a  roitst  able  negotia- 
tor, Mr.  S.  Canning,  now  Sir  S.  Canning. 
It  was  to  this  etfect: 

^  That  the  cruisers  of  each  parly  may  detaia, 
rxaniine,  capture,  and  (Jeliver  over  for  trial 
vessels  engaged  iii  tlic  Slave-trade,  and  carry- 
ing the  t1.ig  of  either  power.** 

Now  such  was  the  proposal  sent  by  Ame* 
rica,  which  was  adopted  by  this  oouoliy, 
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and  si^ed  od  the  7th  March,  1 824  ;  and 
this  was  sent  back  to  America  for  rati- 
fication by  the  President  and  Senate.  It 
was  signed  by  Mr.  Rush  on  the  part  of 
America,  and  by  Mr.  Huskisson  and  Mr. 
S.  Canning  on  the  part  of  this  country. 
On  being  sent  back  to  America,  it  was 
there  ratified  with  one  alteration :  the 
bounds  within  which  the  right  was  to  be 
exercised  were  proposed  to  be  Africa,  the 
West  Indies  (including  the  Spanish  Main), 
and  America ;  but  when  this  proposal  was 
considered  by  the  President,  who  had 
been  an  old  stickler  for  the  privileges 
of  the  American  Hag,  whose  repugnance 
had  been  overruled  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  his  countrymen,  he  said  (and  I 
think  with  some  show  of  reason,  advocate 
though  1  am  of  this  right)— 

^  Why  should  you  have  a  right  to  search  in 
Baltimore  or  New  York  Harbour,  where  no- 
body pretends  the  slave  trade  was  ever  carried 
OD,  unless  you  are  prepared  to  allow  the  same 
right  to  Americans  in  the  Medway  or  the 
Thames  ?  The  principle  of  this  treaty  is  that 
of  reciprocity^  and  let  us  act  on  it  strictly.*' 

Therefore  he  struck  out  the  word  Ame- 
rica, and  the  Senate  ratified  the  treaty 
so  corrected.  The  signature  and  seal  of 
ratification  having  been  thus  appended  to 
it,  the  treaty  came  over  to  this  country, 
where  it  was  rejected,  but  on  what  ground? 
Not  peremptorily  and  finally,  but  on  the 
specious  allegation, 

**  This  was  your  own  treaty— you  sent  us 
over  the  coDvention,  which  we  adopted  ;  and 
when  it  goes  back,  you  choose  to  make  an  al- 
teration which  was  never  thought  of  before.*' 

But  for  that  trifling  omission,  an  altera- 
tion wholly  immaterial  as  to  the  principle, 
if  possible  still  more  immaterial  to  the 
French  government  because  no  one  now 
dreams  of  any  search  except  on  the  Afri- 
can and  West  Indian  coasts  ;  but  for  this 
trifling  change  in  the  bounds,  this  would 
have  been  the  binding  and  authoritative 
treaty  existing  between  the  two  countries 
from  that  time  to  this.  Now,  in  order  to 
jihow  those  who  are  longing  to  revoke  the 
treaties  of  1831  and  1833,  between  this 
country  and  France,  on  the  ground  that 
America  refused  to  admit  such  a  right,  I 
will  just  remind  them  of  the  **  universal 
cmsade"  (for  such  were  the  words  of  Sir 
William  Scott,  a  strong  supporter  of  the 
maritime  supremacy  of  this  country),  which 
that  very  America  entered  upon  in  defence 
of,  and  for  the  promulgation  of  this  right. 
And  with  the  phrase  I  have  no  quarrel ; 


for  surely  never  was  the  cross  inscribed 
on  a  more  appropriate  banner  ;  never  dd 
a  Christian  soldier  contend  more  glo- 
riously for  the  propagation  of  the  gospel 
of  peace  and  goodwill  amongst  men,  and 
never  was  the  spirit  of  that  gospel  more 
embodied  in  outward  and  visible  signs, 
than  in  the  negotiations  which  Sir  William 
Scott  was  pleased  to  designate  as  an  *'  uni- 
versal crusade."  Well,  not  only  did  they 
send  their  convention  here,  but  to  Mr. 
Everett,  at  the  Netherlands — not  my  re- 
spected friend  who  is  here  at  present,  but, 
I  believe,  a  near  relative  of  his.  They  made 
a  similar  communication  to  another  gentle- 
man who  represented  them  at  St.  Peters- 
burgh  ;  likewise  to  their  representative  in 
Austria,  in  Prussia,  in  Denmark,  in  Lisbon, 
and  they  even  interceded  with  Columbia, 
where  they  were  not  likely  to  meet  with  so 
good  a  reception  as  in  England.  They  com- 
municated with  my  noble  friend  Viscount 
Chateaubriand,  whom  though  differing 
widely  from  him  in  opinion,  I  highly  re- 
spect as  a  man  of  great  political  con- 
sistency as  well  as  of  great  genius,  who, 
though  strenuously  opposed  to  the  slave- 
trade  himself,  met  their  appeal  with  this 
remonstrance: — 

**  Really  it  is  so  very  lately  we  have  been  at 
daggers  drawn  with  England ;  it  is  so  very 
lately  that  victories  have  been  achieved  which 
we  still  feel  the  results  of;  our  territory  has 
been  so  lately  occupied,  that  there  exists  a 
soreness  of  feeling  among  our  people  and  in  our 
Chambers,  and  we  cannot  venture  to  propose 
this  right  of  search;  it  would  be  looked  on 
as  an  additional  '  concession'  (the  very  word 
now  used  in  France),  and  I  should  very  much 
wish  to  postpone  the  matter  for  the  present.'' 

Now  you  will  observe  how  important  this 
declaration  is.  It  utterly  refutes  the  no- 
tion lately  set  up,  that  the  treaties  of  1831 
and  1833  were  adopted  per  incuriam.  It 
demonstrates,  on  the  contrary,  that  they 
were  adopted  pos<  litem  motam.  So  far  were 
**  maritime rightsandsovereigntyof  the  sea" 
from  being  overlooked  in  1831  and  1833, 
that  the  question  said  to  aflect  them  was 
agitated  several  years  before,  and  the  right 
of  search  was  then  confirmed,  because  the 
jealousies  of  former  years  had  died  away, 
and  the  questiou  was  then  ripe  for  such  an 
adjustment.  This  state  of  the  facts  should 
not  be  lost  sight  of  by  our  neighbours  on 
the  other  side  of  the  channel,  to  whom  I 
acknowledge  I  am  directing,  kindly  and 
respectfully  directing,  my  observations 
rather  than  to  your  Lordships.    I  come 
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Uack  to  the  instructions  which  the  United  '  documents.  I  wish,  however,  that  my 
Stuttf«  ^avo  her  representatives  at  all  the  motion  may  be  considered  as  a  motion 
courts  of  F.urope.  The  following  was  the  lor  the  production  of  them  unless  the 
Un^uage  held  bf  Mr.  Ev«rett  ai  Brussells,  papers  have  already  been  put  in  ibe  pot- 
ia  h.s  icte  to  Birca  Na^ :—  se»ioD  of  the  House. 

«T><  rrerystieii  commerce  bears  lil  the  Law  of  Evidence.]  On  the  motion 
oha-vre-W.c  .'f  r^rti^-y  — Uwt  a  of  falony  .  of  Lord  Denman,  the  Law  of  Evidence 
ccinfTii-i<  .V!  rrv  'ii^; ;  imi  4S  :t  has  been  de- 
rf>«i p. ■:•.-.  T>  t  .T«*  ".»>-  :he  ^eaier  part  of 
ir.*'  w»i  iJUT.^iJs  '.  jucni  10  nitl  inio  liie  par- 
AAiv  .■:«»  ot  ^t:iu«w  iu  which  ii  Qaturally 
>«Nt.i£s.  iM  4;nicrgv  '.he  peualty  which  uMge 
%.iw  .u  A««  J(  -idiioii:»  tinpoac  upon  it.  A 
.nt*»^«4iK»u>  Jixiar^iuuii  ot*  the  Christian  Powers 
^Miio  uc»iiabiy  jiroiiuce  an  entire  cewation 
,><  'AW  :»raciice.'  T^e  public  ships  of  each 
tMiioii  %«i.»ulu  Uieo  be  auihoriscJ  by  the  \xw  of 
iiaiiuu»  ;u  cruise  against  all  persons  wh  >  might 
be  cligMKetl  IU  a,  without  rcgarxl  to  the  iolour 
si(  liic  riiH5  uiiUcr  which  they  nii^^ht  protend  to 
be  »hciter«d,  whilst  il'ihe  trjdc  is  oul)  treated 
ill  each  counirj  as  an  oiTenco  .i^amsi  muinoi- 
pai  laws,  It  would  K*  lawful  lor  any  one 
nation  alone,  and  ihi*  \s  the  foundation  of  the 
aiYumeni,  aud  the  tvas^ni  why  we  wi»h  the 
nghi  ol  leaivh  lo  be  um«enwll>  it»ncoded— it 
would  b«  lawful  lor  any  on%*  nation  alone,  by 
permitting  it.  to  aiToiJ  an  a»yluni  under  its 
Aag  to  the  pirates  of  all  other  nations.*' 


Bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

I^rd  Campbell  hoped  it  would  be  borne 
in  mind  elsewhere  that  this  bill  was  oni* 
versaily  approved  of  in  that  House. 

Adjourned  to  Thursday. 

HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  February  7,  1843. 


tol« 


ta:— 


If  my  noble  Friend  at  the  head  of  the 
FiMvigti  di'j»artM»cnl  wero  \o  drvisc  a  des- 

eicb  indued  in  the  strongest  and  most 
viWe  Utigua^,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
ducing other  (overnmonts  to  coincide  in 
bis  righteous  uudertaking.  he  could  not 
emp)ov  woitls  more  apt  and  appropriate 
than  thi^se  addressed  bv  the  American  mi* 
nisier,  rtpreifntnn;    i>ie   people    of   the 


MixvTBifi.']    Bii.L».    PuUie,^ 
Mitlkal  Clunbu*  ilrvbod)  t 
1 '    Sudbury  Diifnnchi«miniL 

pKTiTii>%h  rBKiiBifTiD.  By  Mr.  Tumv.  ham  Tiw^  iot 
thr  Repeal  of  the  iluftcrty  Tu^— By  Capuin  AVowi. 
ftum  CUfloii,  ami  CampriUe,  Sor  Iht  KiOamkam  of  ilw 
IhuKh  in  KfiKlamL  -By  Mr.  PotiwhI.  fnm  Oori 
of  DalkciUi,  ami  Tranant*  for  an  Atoonakm  ui  Uw 
uf  H'cif  hinf  thdr  Work.— By  Mr.  Hume,  fton 
tmm.  and  Grwnyardf ,  for  the  Rqieal  at  the  Mlaai  ipS 
Colllcrica  Act. 

State  of  the  Country.]  Sir  R. 
Peel  said  the  nuble  Lord  the  member  for 
Sunderland,  on  givinf  notice  the  other 
night  of  a  motion  for  Monday  nest»  had 
said  that  he  was  not  sure  whether  a  notice 
previously  eiven  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Greenock  Tor  Tuesday  next  might  oot 
supersede  the  necessity  for  his  (Lord 
Howick's)  motion.  He  (Sir  R.  Peel) 
wished  to  know  whether  both  molious 
were  to  be  brought  on. 

Lord  /.  Ruuell  said,  he  could  ooly 


r,„t^i  Suiw.     » *>*>  V**".?       I  u         answer  for  his  noble  friend  that  he  would 

nresi  a  luHHiihat  we  shall  no  longor  hear    j^.       f^^^^^^,   y^^^   ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^y^^  13,,^ 

!mi[  aeiihUmis  shelter  themselves  behind    ;„„,•„.      „^  ,,;^  „^,  t„^.  .1,.,  ,^  y^^^ 
iK  ixsiup**'^*  America,  and  maintain  they 
-..«Ai  i«tifv  tlw  treaty  of  1 84 1,  and  that 


I3IDs  muM  Invoke  thosi  of  IH3I  and  lH:n. 
■  \^  gn^uiid  that  the  United  States  were 
t'^ss^m^iUWv  hostile  to  any  right  of  search 
Imm-vtt     they  "re,  on  the 

.,„,.^  the  right  of  sos 

r*    ,.:,n.M*is5    »hey   are   its  advocaic* ; 

^^  ,11  champitiiis ;  they  arc  '*  cru- 

•*..      ,to  »««   tliif  language  III"  a  jrrest 

.J\'^.  *eJg«)  Hi    favour  of  that  right 

.    ..v-l  «hich  ihey   would  Ih'  iIh*  list 

'    ,    •^  «as  tliu  slightest  iinpeaclinuMii 

.  \^«i  wdepemluiice,  or  i'X|>osed  to 

of    liiiiig   the    inuHt    re- 

their  iialiunal  Hag.     I  uii- 

lOrds  that  I  he  «u  ile«p.it«-hes 

riflerr«<l,as  will  u»  th«it  con. 

of  the  conveniHUi.  ufr  in 

il  the  lluuae,  with  thf  u^ual 


instant.  He  did  not  know  what  the  hun. 
Member  for  Greenock's  intentions  night 
be. 

Mr.  fVallace  said,  his  notice  ofmotioii 

was  given  previous  to  that  given  by  the  noble 

.       Member  for  Sunderland.    The  noble  Lord 

^K**"  i?'^'        '  ^^'^  6»^cn  *"•  no»«cc  ^or  an  order  day.    By 
rch.      I  liry  are    ^^^^^  ^^j  fo,|u„c  j^g  noi,|c  i^^j  expected 

to  bring  it  on  he  did  not  know ;  but  if  the 
.  noble  LorJ  sliouhi  not  succeed  in  bringing 
oil  his  motion,  he  (Mr.  Wallace)  would 
certainly  bring  forward  his  on  Tuesday. 


II..    i^*    <lUt4^ 
ill 


AliMlKISTR.lTION      or      Jl'SMCB       IU 
HoM.     KoNli CokSL'LS    IN    ClIIVA.}— 

Sir  (f .  Stannion  asked  whether  it  were  the 
intention  of  her  Majesty's  (loveruoicnt  lo 
brin^  any  bill  into  Parliament,  in  the 
course  of  the  present  Session,  for  the  pur- 
|K>se  uf  regulating  the  adninifttratioo  of 
.lusticc  in  tlie  island  of  Hong  Koof,  and 
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for  determining  the  powers  and  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  British  consular  agents  who 
are  to  be  appointed  at  the  several  ports  of 
trade  in  China,  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty  entered  into  with  the  Chinese 
Government.  He  had  received  private 
letters  from  Hong  Kong,  stating  that  the 
greatest  inconvenience  resulted  from  the 
state  of  incertitude  at  present  existing 
respecting  the  adminiitration  of  justice. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  it  would  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  introduce  some  legislative 
measure  for  the  regulation  of  courts  and 
other  matters  in  the  island  of  Hong  Kong. 
It  would,  however,  be  advisable  to  post* 
pone  all  legislation  until  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  had  been  received.  He  had 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Government 
would  soon  be  in  possession  of  the  opinions 
opoD  the  points  to  which  the  hon.  Baro- 
net's question  referred,  of  Sir  Henry  Pot- 
tinger,  to  whose  activity  and  ability  he 
was  happy  to  bear  public  testimony.  It 
was  impossible  for  any  man  to  act  with 
greater  moderation,  discretion,  good  sense, 
energy  and  firmness,  than  Sir  Henry  Pot- 
tinger  had  done.  There  was  reason  to 
believe  that  long  before  the  Session  could 
be  brought  to  a  close  the  Government 
would  be  in  possession  of  that  gallant 
officer's  opinion  upon  several  important 
points,  and  it  was,  therefore,  considered 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  defer  general 
legislation  until  then.  It  was  possible, 
however  that  legislation  upon  some  de- 
tached points  might  take  place  at  an  ear- 
lier period. 

Sir  G.  SiauHton  expressed  his  gratifica- 
tion with  the  answer  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet. 

Church  Rates-<-County  Courts — 

RlOlSTRATION     OF     VoTERS.]      Mr.      T. 

Duncombe  wished  to  know  whether  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  intro- 
duce any  measure  this  Session  upon  the 
subject  of  Church-rates ;  and  also  whether 
they  meant  to  renew  this  Session  two  Bills 
which  they  brought  forward  last  Session, 
namely,  the  County  Courts  Bill,  and  the 
Registration  of  Voters'  Bill  ? 

Sir  R*  Feel  said,  that  a  measure  relating 
to  County  Courts  would  be  introduced. 
With  respect  to  Church-rates,  he  did  not 
contemplate  the  introduction  of  any  mea- 
sure for  transferring  the  present  charge 
upon  property,  either  to  the  consolidated 
fund  or  the  ecclesiastical  revenues ;  at  the 
tine  he  did  not  wish  it  to  be  under- 


stood that  he  concluded  himself  altogether 
from  legislation  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  T,  Duncombe  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  somewhat  unnecessarily 
entered  into  a  description  of  the  mea- 
sures which  he  did  not  intend  to  propose. 
All  he  wanted  to  know  was  whether 
Church-rates  were  to  be  abolished.  As 
to  County  Courts,  the  Bill  on  that  subject 
was  laid  upon  the  table  last  Session,  in 
order,  as  it  was  said,  that  Members  might 
digest  it  during  the  recess;  now  if  a  dif. 
ferent  measure  were  to  be  introduced,  hon« 
Members  would  have  been  exerting  their 
digestive  powers  to  very  little  purpo  e 
during  the  last  six  months. 

Sir  R.  Peel:  If  the  hon.  Member  had 
asked  him  a  question  to  that  effect,  he 
would  at  once  have  answered  in  the  nega- 
tive ;  but  as  the  hon.  Member  had  asked 
whether  the  Government  intended  to 
introduce  '*  any  measure*'  on  the  subject 
of  Church-rates,  he  had  considered  it 
necessary  to  qualify  his  answer.  With 
respect  to  County  Courts,  it  was  much 
better  that  the  person  whose  duty  it  would 
be  to  introduce  that  measure  should  state 
its  details,  than  that  he  should  now  be 
called  upon  to  enter  into  any  explanation 
respecting  them. 

Mr.  F.  Maule  asked  whether  it  was  in- 
tended to  introduce  the  County  Courts 
Bill  into  this  House  or  the  House  of 
Lords. 

Sir  James  Graham  said,  he  should  take 
an  early  opportunity  of  giving  another 
notice  of  the  introduction  of  the  Bill  into 
the  House  of  Commons. 

Juvenile  Criminals.]  Lord/. /Zms- 
sell  said,  he  had  a  petition  to  present  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  praying  that  the 
plan  of  sending  young  criminals  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  might  not  be  perse- 
vered in.  If,  as  he  understood,  the  plan 
was  abandoned  by  the  Government,  it 
would  be  unnecessary  for  him  to  present 
the  petition.  He  wished  to  know  what 
Government  had  determined  upon. 

Sir  James  Graham  said,  it  had  been 
the  intention  of  Government  to  send  a 
small  number  of  juvenile  convicts  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Representations 
having,  however,  been  made  to  his  (Sir 
James  Graham's)  noble  Friend,  that  there 
was  a  general  feeling  in  the  colony  against 
their  introduction,  his  noble  Friend  had 
thought  it  best  not  to  carry  bis  design 
into  execution. 
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Medical  Reform.]  Mr.  Fox  Maule 
wished  to  know  whether  her  Majegty'i 
Government  had  it  in  contemplation  to 
bring  in  any  bill  connected  with  medical 
reform  ? 

Sir  James  Oraliatn  said,  he  had  bestowed 
the  utmost  attention  upon  the  subject  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred. 
In  the  course  of  last  Session  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  in  correspondence  with  the 
^  two  great  colleges  connected  with  the 
medical  profession,  with  a  view  to  some 
legislative  measure  affecting  the  profes- 
sion. They  were  now  approximating  to 
an  arrangement  with  those  two  collegeSf 
and  he  trusted  that  he  should  shortly  be 
able  to  introduce  to  the  consideration  of 
Parliament  two  bill«,  one  afifecting  the 
constitution  of  the  charter  of  the  Colleges 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  London, 
and  another  afifecting  the  medical  pro- 
fession generally  throughout  the  kingdom. 

Poor-law.]  Mr.  Walter  begged  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary 
for  the  Home  Department,  whether  he 
had  any  objection  to  lay  before  the  House 
a  document  printed  about  the  end  of  1833 
or  beginning  of  1834,  entitled,  "  Measures 
submitted  by  the  Poor-law  Commissioners 
to  his  Majesty's  Ministers.*'  It  was  fur- 
ther entitled,  '*  Notes  of  Heads  of  a  Bill 
altered  and  amended,**  and  contained  the 
recommendation  of  a  course  of  treatment 
and  of  a  dietary,  gradually  diminishing  in 
quantity,  and  deteriorating  in  quality. 

Sir  James  Oraham  said,  he  hardly  knew 
the  particular  document  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  referred.  The  hon.  Member  had 
given  him  notice  of  his  intention  to  put 
this  question,  and  in  answer  he  would  say, 
that  00  such  document  was  to  be  found  in 
the  department  over  which  he  presided. 
He  had  a  faint  recollection  that  a  docu- 
ment such  as  that  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  had  been  sent  as  a  confidential 
communication  to  Earl  Grey's  Govern- 
ment, and  as  such  he  was  not  prepared  to 
consent  to  its  production.  But  if  the  hon. 
Member  was  desirous  to  have  it  produced, 
he  had  better  give  notice  of  a  motion  to 
that  effect. 

Mr.  H'allcr  said,  he  would  not  trouble 
the  House  by  any  motion  on  the  subject. 
He  did  not  require  the  document  for  his 
own  use,  as  he  was  in  possession  of  a  copy, 
but  for  the  general  use  of  the  House,  lie 
was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  right  hon. 
Barooet't  answer. 


Distress  iv  Paisley.]  Mr.  Wallace 
rose  to  move  for  a  Select  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  treatment  of  the  ooem. 
ployed  and  destitute  inhabitants  of  Pais* 
ley,  independent  of  the  parochial  poor, 
between  the  month  of  May*  1841,  aod 
the  present  time.  It  was  not  his  intentioo 
to  go  into  the  details  of  that  dittreaa. 
What  he  wished  at  present  was,  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  treatment  the  people  re- 
ceived at  the  hands  of  the  local  committee, 
and  indirectly  from  the  Londoo  relief 
committee.  He  had  expressed  hb  motioo 
in  such  a  way  as  to  exclude  from  the  in* 
quiry  the  parochial  poor  within  the  bo- 
rough of  Paisley.  He  had  no  other  reason 
for  excluding  the  parochial  poor  than  be- 
cause it  would  perhaps  be  desirable  that 
the  inquiry  into  their  condition  shoold  be 
\eft  to  the  Commissioners  lately  appointed 
by  the  Government.  He  was  also  dettrosa 
of  not  alluding,  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion, to  a  recent  resolution  of  the  local 
relief  committee,  who  had  determined  on 
excluding  from  the  benefits  of  the  moneir 
sent  to  them  to  distribute  as  charity,  afi 
Irish  families  whatever  who  had  not  been 
resident  in  Paisley  for  more  than  ten  years. 
He  should  not  then  enter  into  the  merics 
of  that  resolution,  because  he  wished  to 
simplify  as  much  as  possible  the  case  to 
which  he  desired  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House.  If  he  could  obtain  a  eon* 
mittee  of  inquiry,  hia  object  woeld  be 
completely  obtained,  and  he  should  only 
allude  to  the  subject  in  question  by  say- 
ing  that  the  number  of  Irish  families  tbos 
excluded  amounted  to  somewhere  aboot 
700,  and  the  number  of  persons  depeo* 
dent  upon  these  amounted  to  abont  1,300; 
so  that  the  number  altogether  was  not  less 
than  between  1,500  and  2,000.  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers  would  take  a  heavy 
responsibility  upon  themselvt;s  if  they 
refused  this  committee.  He  was  there 
to  plead  the  cause  of  an  unfortunate  lo- 
cality ;  but  befoie  he  did  so,  he  thought 
it  would  be  best  to  put  it  simply  to  her 
Majesty's  Ministers  whether  they  would 
grant  the  committee  of  inquiry  which  he 
was  about  to  move  for  ? 

Sir  J.  Graham  was  sure  the  House 
would  approve  of  the  moderate  and 
praiseworthy  tone  in  which  the  hon. 
Member  had  introduce<l  this  motion.  On 
the  part  of  the  Government,  he  felt  bound 
to  repeat  the  assurance  which  he  had 
given  last  SeMioii  respecting  this  case  of 
wide-spread,    long-continued,     and    pa* 
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tiendy-borae  distress — namely,  that  it  was 
a  case  which  deserved  the  constant  at- 
tention of  the  Government.  If  the  hon. 
Member  had  on  this  occasion^  sought  to 
inculpate  the  Government,  he  should  have 
felt  it  his  duty  to  resist  the  motion  ;  but 
he  understood  the  hon.  Member  to  say, 
that  his  object  was  not  to  try  and  crimi- 
nate any  party,  but  merely  to  obtain  full 
information  as  to  all  the  facts  of  the  case 
—that  he  had  no  wish  to  carry  it  further, 
and  that  in  the  progress^  of  the  inquiry  he 
would  not  go  beyond  the  terms  of  his  mo- 
tion ;  under  such  circumstances,  and  con- 
sidering the  long-continued  destitution  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Paisley,  and  the  great 
patience  with  which  it  had  been  endured, 
be  did  not  feel  that  he  ought  to  refuse  the 
motion.  On  the  part  of  the  Government, 
therefore,  he  gave  his  assent  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  committee.  At  the  same 
time,  he  did  not  think  it  at  all  expedient 
to  extend  the  inquiry  into  the  treatment 
of  the  parochial  poor,  as  there  was  already 
an  inquiry  going  on  by  a  commission  into 
the  state  and  treatment  of  that  class  gene- 
rally in  Scotland.  The  hon.  Member 
had  referred  to  that  regulation  of  the  local 
committee  by  which  relief  was  refused  to 
the  Irish  poor  who  had  not  been  resident 
in  Paisley  for  ten  years.  On  the  part  of 
the  committee,  he  must  say,  that  some  li- 
mitation must  be  made,  and  as  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  make  one,  none  could  be  more 
natural  than  that  on  which  they  acted — 
that  those  who  had  not  been  long  resident 
in  the  locality  should  be  the  Brst  who 
should  l>e  refused  relief.  While  on  this 
subject,  he  would  suggest  that  the  inquiry 
should  extend  to  the  relief  afforded  by 
the  municipalities  of  London  and  Edin- 
burgh. In  consenting  to  this  committee, 
and  in  tendering  to  it  full  information  on 
the  part  taken  by  the  Government,  he  was 
anxious  to  guard  himself  and  the  other 
members  of  that  Government  against 
being  supposed  to  concur  in  an  opinion 
expressed  by  a  high  authority  at  a  recent 
county  meeting  in  Renfrewshire,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Paisley,  in  consequence  of 
the  long  existence  of  distress  in  that  vi- 
cinity, and  the  great  and  exemplary  pa- 
tience with  which  it  had  been  borne,  bad 
a  claim  for  relief  from  the  public  funds. 
No  doctrine  could,  in  his  opinion,  be  more 
dangerous  than  that,  and  he  was  anx- 
ious to  guard  himself  and  the  Govern- 
ment against  being  considered  as  acquies- 
cing for  one  moment  in  a  principle  which 
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he  conceived  to  be  so  pernicious.  In 
conclusion,  he  would  suggest  to  the  hon. 
Member  to  withdraw  the  other  motions 
(relating  to  the  amount  collected  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  under  the  '*  Queen's 
Letter''),  and  all  the  necessary  informa- 
tion would  be  given  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Wallace  thought,  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  done  itself  great  credit  by 
consenting  to  the  motion ;  and  he  could 
assure  the  right  hon.  Baronet  that  his 
selection  of  the  members  of  the  committee 
would  be  such  as  to  afford  a  perfect  guar- 
antee that  the  inquiry  would  be  conducted 
with  the  strictest  fairness  and  impartiality. 
With  respect  to  the  observations  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  as  to  what  had  been 
Slated  at  the  meeting  in  Renfrewshire,  it 
was  true  that  the  claim  of  the  destitute  in 
Paisley  to  relief  from  the  public  funds  had 
been  asserted  ;  and  he  had  now  in  his 
possession  documents  to  show  that  there 
were  precedents  for  giving  relief  from  the 
public  funds  under  circumstances  similar  to 
those  of  Paisley.  He  would  adopt  the 
suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  and 
withdraw  the  other  motions,  being  satis- 
fied that  the  committee  would  be  the 
fittest  place  in  which  to  elicit  the  infor- 
mation he  desired. 

Motion  agreed  to.  Committee  to  be 
nominated. 

Medical  Charities  (Ireland).] 
Mr.  French  said,  he  had  entertained 
hopes  that  some  measure  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  Irish  medical  charities 
would  have  been  brought  forward  on  the 
responsibility  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. He  trusted,  thai  the  most  helpless 
class  in  the  community,  the  destitute  sick 
poor  of  Ireland,  would  have  had  the 
powerful  advocacy,  and  the  official  in- 
fluence of  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary 
for  that  country  exercised  in  their  be- 
half. An  intimation  had  lately  been 
made,  through  Mr.  Hall,  one  of  the  As- 
sistant Poor-law  Commissioners  in  Dub- 
lin, that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  her 
Majesty's  Government  to  propose  any  le- 
gislative measure  on  the  subject  of  these 
charities  during  the  present  Session  of 
Parliament,  which  induced  him  (Mr. 
French)  to  renew  his  exertions  to  cor- 
rect those  evils  that,  from  personal  ex- 
perience, he  knew  belonged  to  the  system 
under  which  these  charities  were  at  pre- 
sent administered.  In  taking  this  course, 
he  did  not  conceive  he  was  about  to  place 
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himself  in  a  position  hostile  to  the  Gotem- 
ment.  Though  the  noble  Lord  was  not 
prepared  to  originate,  there  was  no  reason, 
if  he  and  his  Colleagues  approved  of  the 
details,  why  they  should  not  support  a 
measure  having  for  its  end  so  desirable 
an  object.  The  necessity  for  a  change  in 
the  fiscal  and  other  arrangements  of  the 
medical  charities  in  Ireland  had  long  been 
universally  admitted  ;  a  large  sum  of 
money,  upwards  of  200,000/.,  was  an- 
nually raised,  nominally  for  the  relief  of 
the  sick  poor,  fiom  which  they  derived 
little,  if  any  proportional  benefit.  This 
sum  would,  he  conceived,  if  secure,  which 
it  was  not,  and  under  proper  management, 
be  sufficient  to  attain  the  end  sought  for — 
that  really  efficient  medical  aid,  eleemosy- 
nary aid,  might  be  afforded  to  all  those 
sick  poor  whose  circumstances  legitimately 
*  entitled  them  to  apply  for  it,  without  any 
additional  burthen  being  imposed  on  the 
country  ;  but  at  present  there  was  neither 
check  over  nor  audit  into  its  expenditure, 
and  the  extent  to  which  the  funds  were 
misapplied  would  appear  incredible,  were 
not  the  evidence  on  this  point  so  full  and 
so  satisfactory  as  it  was.  It  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  detain  the  House  by  a  recapitu- 
lation of  the  various  acts  of  Parliament 
under  which  these  institutions  were  at  first 
created  and  still  existed ;  it  would  suffice 
to  lay  shortly  before  them  the  number  and 
nature  of  the  medical  establishments  in 
Ireland.  There  were  for  gratuitous  relief 
to  the  sick  poor  in  Ireland  41  infirma- 
ries, 88  fever  hospitals,  626  dispensaries, 
11  lunatic  asylums,  and  9  institutions 
ID  Dublin  supported  by  Parliamentary 
grants,  making  altogether  774  esublish- 
ments.  The  annual  expenditure  was,  for 
infirmaries  45,006/.  Of.,  of  which  sum 
2,877/.  was  from  private  subscriptions, 
3,172/.  8f.2(/.  from  Parliamentary  grants, 
and  the  remainder  made  up  by  a  grand 
jury  assessment.  For  the  fever  hospitals,  I 
the  annual  cost  amounted  to  27,038/.,  of 
which,  7,168/.  came  from  private  sub-  ; 
scribers.  The  balance  was  made  good  by  | 
the  county-rate.  The  cost  of  the  diHpen* 
taries  was  73,100/.,— 34,727/.  from  sub- 
scribers, the  remainder  county-rate.  The 
lunatic  asylums  cost  39,184/.,  all  paid  by 
county  assessment.  The  Dublin  hospital 
cost  38,835/.,  which  was  an  annual  grant 
from  Parliament  ;  showing  a  tot«l  annual 
expenditure  of  2:?3,165/.  10s.  for  these 
establiiihmeiits.  The  number  of  persons 
annually  relieved  by  them,  were  admitted 


at  intern  patients  in  theinfinnariea,  18,999; 
in  the  fever  hospitals,  41,694;  the  lonatie 
asylums,  2,31!»  and  the  Dublin  hoapitab, 
12,128 ;  showing  of  intern  patients  a  total 
of  75,122 ;  independent  of  which,  aeeoid* 
ing  to  the  average  of  three  years  eadiof 
1838,  they  would  find  1,200,000  peiMMis 
had  received  relief  from  the  dispensaries. 
He  felt  confident,  that  all  parties  in  llic 
House  would  coincide  in  the  necessity  of 
institutions  so  numerous  and  so  important 
as  these  being  placed  on  a  proper  Imsis, 
and  that  the  foods  for  their  support  shoaM 
be  applied  to  well-regulated  and  astfat 
purposes.  He  trusted,  that  the  ackaow* 
ledi^ed  evils  nnder  which  the  coantry  aras 
sufi'ering  would  not  be  increased  by  da> 
ferred  legislation  on  this  important  sul>. 
ject,  and  that  the  noble  Lord,  the  Sacra* 
tary  for  Ireland,  would  not,  to  suit  aitber 
the  views  or  devices  of  the  Poor-law  Cosa- 
missioners,  consent  to  any  further  delay. 
It  might  certainly  add  to  their  cbanee  of 
fixity  of  tenure  in  office  coold  they  fat 
so  important  a  branch  of  the  publio  SSN 
vice  as  medical  relief  within  their  grasp; 
but  this  was  no  longer  practicable,  aor, 
if  practicable,  would  it  be  deairablt. 
In  a  country  like  Ireland,  where  so  large 
a  proportion  of  the  population  was  placad 
at  the  extreme  verge  of  existence,  and 
where  every  failure  of  the  crop  on  wbidi 
they  relied  for  support  was  uniformly  aa- 
companied  by  visitations  of  pesiilenca  and 
famine,  the  establishment  of  vrelLregalated 
medical  charities,  by  which  tba 
of  contagion  might  be  checked, 
an  object  of  the  utmost  importanoa» 
which  addressed  itself  no  lew  Ibfcibly  la 
the  powerful  instinct  of  self-prcsenratioii 
than  to  the  charitable  feeliags  of  every 
Member  of  the  community;  wbecbar 
owing  to  the  dampness  of  the  climate  or 
to  the  nature  of  the  food  on  whicb  tbaj 
subsisted,  the  population  of  Ireland  vara 
frigiitfully  subject  to  fever.  In  a  pamphlet 
published  by  Drs.  Baker  and  Cheyna,  be 
found  that  in  the  space  of  two  years  and 
a  half  whilst  fever  was  raging  tbare, 
1,500,000  persons,  nearly  one-fourtb  of 
the  population,  were  attacked  by  it,  of 
which  number  65,000  died.  The  Hoase 
had  fur  the  first  time  an  opportunity  of 
judging  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
medical  aid  aflforded  to  the  sick  poor  in 
Ireland  ;  hitherto  the  inquiries  on  that 
subject  had  been  pirtial  and  confined  to 
districts  —  that  Utely  carried  on  by  Dr. 
Corr  and   Mr.  Fhelan  bad  axteadad  to 
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every  portioo  of  the  country.  The  report 
of  thote  gentlemeo  clearly  proved  the 
existence  of  every  abuse  hitherto  charged 
agaiott  the  administratioD  of  the  medical 
charities;  it  showed  also  the  utmost 
anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  medical  pro- 
fetaioo  and  the  public  for  the  immediate 
alteration  of  a  system  under  which  the  re- 
rooneration  of  a  medical  officer  was  made 
to  depend,  not  on  his  professional  cha- 
racter,  not  on  his  professional  services^ 
but  on  the  number  of  subscribers  he  hud 
aocceeded  in  obtaining  for  the  institution 
to  which  he  was  attached — under  which 
the  public  were  annually  forced  to  pay 
large  sums  of  money  they  knew  to  be  aU 
iDoat  uselessly  and  unproBtably  expended, 
a  system  under  which  the  medical  treat- 
DMot  of  upwards  of  1,000,000  persons 
was  thrown  into  the  hands  of  those  from 
whom  no  professional  qualification  was  re- 
quired by  ihe  law.  Strange  as  it  might 
sound,  there  were  at  that  moment  several 
persons  presiding  over  dispensaries  in  Ire- 
land, not  having  any  qualification  to 
practice  in  medicine,  in  surgery,  or  in 
f^annacy.  The  distribution  of  these  dis- 
pensaries was  most  unequal,  owing  to  the 
necessity  of  a  subscription  being  obtained 
previous  to  the  formation  of  a  charity ; 
the  poorer  districts,  which  required  them 
■lost,  were  left  wholly  unprovided  ;  in  one 
part  of  the  country  they  were  crowded  to- 

Ssther;  in  another  there  were  populous 
istricts  of  ten  and  twelve  miles  square 
without  any  medical  establishment  what- 
soevtr;  here  they  were  in  proportion  of 
1  to  every  4,000  souls;  there,  1  to 
130,000.  Antrim,  with  a  population  of 
317»000,  had  18,  being  as  I  to  17,606  of 
its  inhabitants.  Down,  with  a  population 
of  352,000,  bad  but  15,  as  1  to  23,468. 
Longford  had  5,  as  1  to  22,511.  Leitrim 
7,  1  to  20,218.  Whilst  Kildare  with  a 
population  of  108,424,  had  15,  being  as 
1  to  7,228.  Kilkenny,  with  a  population 
of  169,945,  had  20,  as  1  to  8.497.  West- 
meatb  had  17,  as  1  to  8,051.  Meath 
27,  as  1  to  6,543.  The  fever  hos- 
pitals were  as  unequally  distributed; 
in  Armagh,  there  was  1  to  220,000 
souls;  in  Clare,  1  to  258,000;  in  Do- 
negal, 1  to  289,000;  in  Mayo,  1  to 
366,000;  whilst  in  Kildare  they  were  in 
the  proportion  of  1  to  36,000 ;  in  Kil- 
kenny, 1  to  33|000;  in  Wexford,  1  to 
36,000;  in  Carlow  and  W^cklow,  1  to 
30,000;  and  in  Longford,  Louth,  the 
Qnaeo's  County,  and  Roscommon,  with 


an  aggregate  population  of  615,503,  there 
was  not  a  single  establishment  of  the  kind. 
There  were   209  towns  in  Ireland,  with 
populations  varying  from  1,000  to  17,000, 
without   a  fever   hospital.     The  cost  of 
patients   in  the  dififerent  infirmaries  and 
fever  hospitals  varied  in  a  roost  extraor- 
dinary and   unaccountable   degree.      In 
Lona[ford  it  amounted  to  3/.  5s,  per  head ; 
in  Wexford,  3/.  2s.  U, ;  in  Baltinglass, 
county  of  Wicklow,   to  AL  8«.  6d. ;   in 
Donegal,  to  4/.  15^.  lie/.;   in  Tyrone,  to 
51,  13f.  3ef. ;   and  in  Drogheda,  to  6/.: 
whilst  in  Antrim  it  was  but  \l,  19$.  per 
head;    in   Cavan,    \l,  8s.  5d,\    in  Kil- 
kenny, 1/.   13s.;  in  Westmeath,   1/.  7^. ; 
and  in  Cork  but  1 L  Qs,     In  the  fever  hos- 
pitals, in  the  same  manner,  it  would  be 
found  the  cost  of  patients  per  head  was 
on  an   average — in   Clare,  19s.;   in  the 
cily   of  Cork,    J 5s.   2d.;    in  the  King's 
County  but  14s.  Id. ;  while  in  Ballinasloe 
it  was  2/.  per  head;  in  Cork,  21,  lOs.;  in 
Bray,  41.  14s.  lid. ;    and  in  Celbridge  it 
rose  to  the  enormous  sum  of  71.  I4s,  7d., 
7/.  per  head  more  than  at  Shinrone.     In 
the  lunatic  asylums,  the  cost  for  each  pa- 
tient varied  in  the  same  manner.     For  in- 
stance, in  Belfast,  which  had  accommoda- 
tion for  250  patients,  the  average  cost  was 
16/.  2s.  6d.,  whilst  in  Clonmel,  which  could 
only  accommodate  ninety-six,  it  was  251, 
14s.  5d.    There  was  a  great  disproportion 
between  the  salaries  of  the  officers,  and 
the  accommodation  of  the    institutions, 
were  calculated  to  afford.     The  manager 
of  the   Carlow  asylum,   which   received 
the  smallest    number    of  patients,    was 
paid  the  highest  salary.     Notwithstand- 
ing the  6th  and  7th  of  William  4th,  c. 
116,  which  declared  the  maximum  dis- 
tance the   medicak  officer  could  legally 
reside  from  the  institution  with  which  he 
was  connected  to  be  5  miles,  he  found 
at  Abbeyfeale,  in  the  county  of  Limerick, 
that  the  medical  officer  resided  at  a  dis- 
tance of  13  miles ;  at  West  Cove,  in  the 
county  of  Kerry  14  miles;   at  Glenne- 
mada,  in  Galway,  18  miles;  Ardare,  in 
Donegal,  14  miles  5   Atlea,  in  Limerick, 
12 miles;  Dunmere,  in  Galway,  11  miles; 
Doonbeg,  in  Clare,  11  miles;  Kilmanagh, 
in  Kilkenny,   11    miles;    Riverstown,   in 
Sligo,   13  miles;  Tarmonbary,  in  Long- 
ford, 13  miles ;  Dromore  West,  in  Sligo, 
2i  miles;  Arran,  in  Galway,  40  miles; 
Bingbamstown,  in  Mayo,  50  miles.  Great 
as  such  abuses  as  these  must  appear  to  be, 
they  were  fully  equalled  by  the  abuses  re- 
I  2 


231  Medical  Charities  {COMMONS}  f^rdtrnd). 

latir^  to  the  lupply  of  medicines.     He   siooert;  that  the  oatore  of  the  relief  for 
found  by  ihe  report  of  ihe  commissionert, 
pag^e  207,  ihat  at  Foxford,  in  ihe  county 
^f  Mayo, — 

^  There  was  scarcely  any  medicine,  a1- 
Jioogb  the  larffe  sum  of  78/.  I7t  Wd,  was  al- 
leged to  have  heen  paid  for  il  wiihin  tbe  year, 
and  payment  for  the  carriage  of  30  cwt.  of 
medicine  from  Dublin  wa9  charged  in  the  ac- 
count. In  Duniiiore,  in  ihe  county  of  Galway, 
carriage  of  17  cwt.  of  medicine  within  the  year 
was  cbarged  ;  9/.  18i.  9d.  for  lard,  2/.  S$.  6d. 
for  candles.  In  West  Cove,  county  of  Kerry, 
the  mtdical  man  was  discovered  fumifhi::g  in-  and  the  commissionert,^6rtt,  becaoae  iW 
correct  accounts:  charging  16/.  6s.  7d.  forme- 1  medical   profeesion  in  Ireland  had,  froai 


which  theae  institutions  were  intended 
was  in  itself,  virtually,  a  portion  of  the 
Poor  law;  that  pauperisin,  in  many  in* 
stances,  arose  from  neglected  diaeaae  or 
accident ;  that,  as  the  source  waa  checked, 
so  in  proportion  would  the  resnlt  be  dimL 
nished  ;  that  the  systems  were  alaMMt  id* 
separable.  Notwithstanding  the  plaiiaibi- 
lity  of  arguments  such  as  these,  be  did 
not  mean  to  propose  the  establishment  of 
any   connection   l>etween  these 


one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  pro- 
tested  against  it ;  and,  aecoodly,  bmi 
he  believed  it  would  prove  fatal  to  tbe 


dicine,  for  which  the  druggist  who  supplied 
tbe  institution  had  cbarged  but  7/.  14s.'* 

In  Palla»kenny,  county  of  Limeric  k,  the 

me«iictfl  officer  was  permitted  to  sell  the  charities,  were  they  in  any  manner  to  be 

dispensary  medicines,  reserving  to  himself  connected  with    those    whose    ignorance 

three- fourths  of  the  money  so  received,  and  whose  arrf»gance  had  rendered  tbem 

At  Aidfori,  in  the  county  of  Kerry,  not-  strongly  distasteful  to  every  claaa  of  tbe 

withstanding  the   remonstrances    of    the  Iiisb  people,  whose  cumbrous  and  expen- 

subscribers,  the  dispensary  medicines  were  sive  machinery  could  not  be  much  longer 

kept  in  the  doctor's  private  shop,  mixed  maintained,  unless  the  nation  waa  to  be 

with   his  own.      At   Cooksiown,   in   the  rendered  bankrupt,  and  the  soil  again,  aa 

county  of   Tyrone,  the   medicines  were  it   unfortunately  had   been,  stained  witb 

limited  to  a  few  articles,  wanting  some  of  the  blood   of    ihe   people.      There  waa, 

the   most  necessary;    those   few  thrown  however,   in   the    bill    proposed    bj  him 

together  in  great  disorder.     Inquiry  was  many  of  the  provisions  contained  in  that  in« 

made  where  the  remainder  was  kept  ?  and  troduced  by  the  noble  i^rd,  tbe  Secretary 

the  reply  was,  there  were  no  more ;  it  then  '  for  Ireland  during  the  late  Session  of  Par* 

came  out  that  though  the  gross  expendi-  liament.     There  was  tbe  formation  of  an 

ture  of  the  institution  for  the  last  three  unpaid  board  in   Dublin  as  a  ceniral  or 

years  had  amounted  to  3^24/.  lit,  9(/.,  the  governing  body,  by  which  the  fatore  re* 

cost  of  medicines  during  the  same  period  gulations  for  the  management  and  control 

was  but  13/.  2f.  9c/.     In  the  Kenmare  and  ,  of  the  medical  chanties  woold  be  direelad 

other  dispensaries  the  doctor  was  bound  — a  board  not  having  the  power  to  inter* 

to  provide  15/.  worth  of  medicine ;  the  re-  fere  with  the  6scal  au  ihortty  of  grand  joriea, 

maioing  portion  of  the  funds  went  to  him  '  but  from  the  nature  of  its  duties  enatiled 

for   salary.     In   Caherciveen    the  doctor  to  afford  those  bodies  considerable  aaatat- 

paid  himself  100/. ;  the  remainder,  were  ance  in  their  decisions  relating  to  graota 

It  much  or  were  it  little,  was  to  supply  of  money   for  charitable  porpoaea,    and 

medicine.     The  commissioners  stated  the  to  secure  its  efficiency,    it  was    to  be  a 

appearance  of  the  stock  of  medicine  left  miied  board  of  which  the  President  of 

no  doubt  of  the  insufficient  supply  for  the  the  College  of  Surgeons,  the  Presidef  t  of 

sick  poor.     In  KiUala,  Ball,  Letterburn,  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  tbe  Go* 

Sec,  though  larE;e  sums  were  charged  for  vernor  of  the    Apothecaries'    Company, 

medicine,  the  stock  on  hand  was  scanty,  were  to  be  ex'officio  members.     He  pro- 

the  bottles  and  drawers  were  empty,  nor  posed  the  appointment  of  lour   medical 

were  there  any  arrangements  by  which  the  inspectors,  at  600/.  each  per  annom;  in 

medicines,  if  ever  they  were  there,  could  the  words  of  the  noble  Lord,  where  the 

be  properly  preserved.  Could  there  exist  institutions  appeared  inadequate  to  tbe 
a  second  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  abuses  wants  of  the  people,  he  proposed  to  give 
such  as  these  being  at  once  put  a  stop  to?    power  to  the  grand  juries  to  present  for 

It  might  be  urged,  that  by  the  46ih  and  additional  establishments,  on  the  certifi* 

47th  clauses  of  the  Irish  Poor-law,  the  cate  of  the  Lord.lieutenant  of  such  occea* 

Legislature  had  decided  that  the  medical  sity.     He  proposed,  that  in  future  no  «n* 

charities  in  that  country  should  be  placed  ■  qualified  person  should  be  elected  aa  a 
onder  the  control  of  the  Poor-law  commis« !  medical  officer  to  any  of  tbcae  cbaritaee. 
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The  sole  expeDse  of  the  machinery  of  this 
bill  would  be  the  salaries  of  the  medical 
inspectors,  a  secretary,  and  the  clerks 
that  might  be  required  in  the  office  of  the 
medical  board.  That  expense,  he  calcu- 
lated, would  be  600/.  a-year  each  for  the 
four  inspectors  and  the  secretary,  making 
3,000/.  a-year;  and  for  office,  clerks, 
travelling  expenses,  say  1500/.  a-year 
more,  making  altogether  4500/.  a-year. 
He  did  not  consider  it  expedient  that 
the  country  should  be  subjected  to  any 
additional  expense  for  this  purpose;  but, 
as  be  had  no  doubt  a  very  considerable 
saving  would  be  ejected  by  this  means 
ID  the  expenditure  of  the  funds  of  these 
institutions,  it  was  reasonable  that  those 
funds  should  contribute  to  this  charge. 
He  found,  that  5d,  in  the  pound,  on 
the  average  annual  receipts^  would  give 
a  sum  of  4,600/.,  which  would  be  quite 
sufficient  for  the  purpose.  By  a  com- 
petent medical  inspection,  at  uncertain 
times,  professional  exertion  would,  he 
considered,  be  stimulated,  and  efficiency 
and  regularity  in  the  management  of  the 
medical  institutions  secured;  the  medical 
officer  neglecting  his  duties  would  be  liable 
to  detection  and  removal,  a  check  would 
be  established  on  the  irregularity  of  his 
attendance,  particularly  in  domiciliary 
visits,  a  point  at  present  much  complained 
of,  and  a  stop  would  be  cflTectually  put  to 
the  abuses  of  pluralities  and  non-resi- 
dence, in  neither  of  which  cases  could  the 
duties  be  fairly  attended  to  or  faithfully 
discharged.  The  want  of  inspection  had 
long  been  felt,  and  during  the  last  thirty 
years,  various  attempts  had  been  made  by 
Parliament  to  provide  for  it;  from  the 
want  of  it  had  resulted  the  wasteful  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money,  and  the 
giving  relief  to  those  whose  circumstances 
did  not  entitle  them  to  apply  for  it,  there- 
by depriving  of  the  use  of  these  charities 
their  proper  and  legitimate  objects.  The 
principle  of  inspection  bad  been  adopted 
in  the  army,  in  the  navy,  in  the  police, 
and  in  the  national  schools,  and  had 
worked  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner  ; 
it  was  equally,  if  not  more  imperatively 
called  for,  over  the  medical  charities,  and 
had  been  recommended  by  every  person 
who  had  turned  his  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject. The  College  of  Surgeons,  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians;  the  grand  juries,  and 
all  the  corporate  bodies  had  passed  reso-^ 
lutioDS  in  favour  of  it,  the  prayer  of  all 
the  petitions  presented  to  the  House  were 


forit^it  had  been  adopted  by  the  late, 
and  was  contained  in  the  bill  prepared  by 
the  present  Government.  From  the  es- 
tablishment of  medical  inspection,  he  not 
only  anticipated  the  advantages  he  had 
mentioned,  but  also  others  from  the  accu- 
rate knowledge  which  the  central  board  by 
this  means  would  obtain  of  the  medical 
statistics  of  the  country.  They  would  be 
enabled  to  take  precautions,  and  prepare 
measures  against  the  sudden  outbreak  of 
contagious  disease,  the  absence  of  which 
had  frequently  been  severely  felt.  It  was 
said,  that  the  source  of  all  knowledge  was 
experience;  in  no  branch  of  knowledge 
was  it  so  valuable  as  that  of  medicine.  If 
the  definiiion  was  correct,  that  the  art  of 
the  physician  consisted  in  the  accurate  in- 
vestigation of  the  phenomena  of  disease, 
and  the  influence  of  remedies  upon  it, 
it  became  a  science  of  observation ;  how 
much  would  that  science  be  advanced  by 
the  accumulated  experience  of  the  medical 
officers  throughout  Ireland,  recorded  in 
the  tables,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
central  board  to  prepare,  documents  which 
must  prove  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the 
public  in  general,  and  to  the  profession  in 
particular?  He  should  conclude  by  ex- 
pressing a  hope  that  the  measure  he  had 
proposed  would  be  as  favourably  received 
by  her  Majesty's  Government,  and  the 
House,  as  he  had  reason  to  know  it  would 
be  by  the  medical  profession  and  the  pub- 
lic at  large  in  Ireland.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to 
bring  in  his  bill. 

Lord  Eliot  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  opposing  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, for  he  quite  concurred  with  him 
that  the  subject  was  one  of  vast  import- 
ance and  deserving  of  the  utmost  attention 
of  the  House.  In  much  that  had  fall^^n 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman  he  entirely  con- 
curred. The  hon.  Gentleman  had  drawn 
a  very  faithful  picture  of  the  abuses  whirh 
at  present  existed  in  the  administration  of 
medical  chanties  in  Ireland.  He  had 
been  so  strongly  impressed  with  the  num- 
ber and  the  magnitude  of  the  evils  whuh 
prevailed,  that  he  hurt  been  most  desirous 
to  6nd  a  remedy  for  them,  and  accordingly 
he  desired  the  Poor-law  commissioners  to 
prepare  a  bill  embodying  the  recommenda- 
tions they  had  made,  to  him  upon  the 
subject.  Certainly  he  considered  medical 
relief  as  much  a  part  of  the  Poor-law  as 
any  other  kind  of  relief  whatever — it  was 
considered  so  in  England,  and  it  was  ad- 
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minittered  under  the  regulations  of  the 
oflBcf  rt  appointed  under  the  Poor-law  Act, 
and  he  confessed  he  saw  no  good  reason 
why  the  practice  should  be  different  in 
Ireland.     Medical  relief,  like  relief  given 
in  any  other  shapcy  must  be  afforded  at 
the  expense  of  the  rate- payers,  and   it 
ought  to  be  administered  under  the  same 
control.    The  bill  which  he  had  drawn  up 
was  submitted  to   the  consideration    of 
the  profession  and  the  country.    It  met 
with   much    opposition,   and    afterwards 
underwent  considerable  modification.    He 
must  say  that  that  bill  had  not  received 
fair  consideration ;  and  agitation  was  got 
up  against  it ;  yet  tho»e  who  were  most 
opposed  to  it,  although  invited  to  do  so, 
never  sent  in  one  single  suggest  ion  for  its 
amendment.    The  medical  profession  and 
a  large  portion  of  the  magistrates  of  the 
country  were  opposed  to  the  bill,  yet  not 
one  suggestion  was  offered.     I^e  was  not 
prepared  to  agree  to  another  bill  founded 
upon  adifferent  principle,  although  he  had 
no  objection  to  its  being  luid  before   the 
House.     He  would  only  caution  the  hon. 
Gentleman   that  he  would  find  it  much 
easier  to  point  out  the  evils  and  abuses  of 
the  present  system  than  to  find  a  remedy 
for  them.  The  hon.  Gentleman  found  that 
it  was  so ;  for,  alUiough  he  had  fully  stated 
the  abuses  of  the  system  which  prevailed, 
he  had  very  lightly  passed  over  the  plan 
he  proposed  to  subiMitute  for  it.     He  |>ro- 
posed  that  the  whole  management  of  the 
medical  charities  should  be  confided  to 
an  unpaid  board  sitting  in  Dublin,   the 
greater  part  of  whom  were  to  belong  to 
the  medical  profession.  Now,  where  would 
he  find  gentlemen  who  would  devote  the 
time  necesssry  to  overlook  the  accounts 
of  upwards  of  600  charities  ?     Unless  pro- 
vision was  made  for  remuneration  upon  a 
liberal  scale,  it  would  be   impossible  for 
bin  to  obtain  gentlemen  to  fill  the  oflice, 
for  it  would  occupy  their  whole  time.  The 
plan  would  never  work.     The  presidents 
of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
were    to   be  f x    officio  members   of  the  > 
board  ;  but  those  ofllicert  were  removed  ! 
every  year,  and  of  course,  they  could  ob- 
tain no  kikowledge  upon  tlie  subject  of 
their  duties.     The  hon.  Gentleman   had  \ 
lost  tight  of  the  great  grievance,  which 
was  that  three  fourths  of  the  whole  nmouiit  ' 
expended  was  taken  out  the  pockets  of' 
the   poorer   cess-p.iyers.     IIo«r    was  that 
master  grievance  to  be  remedied  ^    The 
boo*  Gtatlemao  propoard  slill  to  leaft  I 


the  power  of  levying  such  aoasa  as  iWj 
thought  proper  to  the  grand  juries ;  bot 
were  there  no  longer  to  be  any  foluatary 
subscriptioos,  and,  if  ao,  bow  did  ba  prw» 
pose  that  the  aama  levied  should  ba  apeal* 
When  the  bon.  Member  eaoia  to  put  bia 
ideas  into  a  practical  form,  be  wovM  fiod 
that  they  would  l>e  considered  mocbaaort 
objectionable  by  the  great  bodv  of  tba  rt* 
specuble  population  than  tbe  pramt 
system.  But  as  the  bon.  Mtmbtr  bad 
not  stated  by  what  macbioary  ba  propoaad 
to  carry  out  his  ideas,  it  was  waalasa  to 
attempt  to  allude  to  that  part  of  tbe  aob* 
ject.  Thus  much,  however,  ba  bad 
thought  it  fair  to  say,  to  remove  froas  tba 
hon.  Gentleman's  mind  any  anfoaodad 
anticipatiooa  of  Oovemment  auppoit 
which  might  have  been  entertaioad. 

Mr.  French  thanked  the  noble  Lord  br 
his  frankness  and  courtesy*  aod  cowsidarad 
that  the  discussioo  of  tba  objactiowa 
urged,  many  of  which  ha  was  sura  be  cofild 
prove  unfounded,  had  better  be  pottpotd 
till  the  bill  was  presented  to  the  Hovae. 

Dill  to  be  brought  in. 

Tub  Rajah  or  Sattaea.]  Mr.  Hmmt 
rose  to  move  the  following  retorsyaf  which 
he  had  given  notice:— 

'*  Copv  of  tbe  additional  papers  trassaMtlai 
to  tbe  Court  of  Directors,  in  relatftoo  to  iha 
Cororoitsion  of  Inquiry  heki  at  Sattara,  m  Ot- 
tober,  1836,  aod  ordered  by  a  Genafal  CoMt 
of  Proprietors  of  the  East  India  Csawnay, 
held  in  LeadenhalUstreet,  the  91st  A&f  m  Da* 
cember,  1842,  and  pnated  for  the  osa  of  tba 
proprietors.*' 

It  was  not  his  intention  on  the  praia»t 
occasion  to  enter  into  the  caae  aariowlyt 
it  was  one,  however,  which  bad  attractad 
a  great  deal  of  notice,  and  waa  avary  daf 
increasing  in  interest  aod  insportaaea. 
among  the  Indian  public.  He  bad  dsrisf 
the  last  three  Ycara  asovad  for  papara 
explanatory  of  the  prooeedioga  afaioal  tba 
Rajah,  and  the  treatment  ba  had  racatvad. 
Since  the  last  Session,  whan  tba  laal 
papers  were  produced,  a  varietv  of  mam 
matter,  previously  unknown  had  baaa 
brought  forward;  be  then  held  in  biahaod 
a  paper  published  by  the  India  Hoaaa,  far 
the  information  of  the  proprietora,  aoataia* 
mg  statements  given  in  by  tba  Rajab  oa  cha 
26ih  of  August,  1839,  wherein  he  reqaaaia 
an  inquiry  into  the  matters  it  eootaiaad. 
These  papers  had  been  most  aaaecoaalablf 
kept  back  by  Colonel  Ovaos,  the  raaidaal 
at  tbe  coort  of  tba  Ra^ab,  aod  Maa  Mrfy 
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now  sent  qyer  in  consequence  of  a  debate 
at  the  India  House,  in  which  the  Coloners 
qooduct  was  ioipugned.    They  had,  also, 
a  Tariety  of  documents  which  would   be 
rendered  U9e}ess  if  ihf  y  had  not  all  the 
Qriginal  documents.      Whfitever  these  do- 
cuments might  prove — whether  they  might 
]bc  119  favour  of  or  against  the  Rajah,  it  was 
but  right,  when  be  was  deposed  and  hi^ 
territories  taken  from  him,  that  they  should 
be  laid  \^fore  the  House.  He  had  intimated 
bis  inteptioo  to  move  for  a  Committee,  in 
prder    tha(   her    Majesty's    Government 
vnigbt  direct  9  commission  tp   be  sent  to 
India  to  institute  an   inquiry   into    this 
complicated   spbject.    The  Governor  of 
Bombi^y>    Sir  George  Arthur,  gave   his 
qpinipp   that  justice  could   not  be  done 
unless  further  inquiry  were  made.  Whether 
tbm   inquiry  should    take    place  in  this 
country  or   in  India,   was   a    matter    of 
opinion  ;  but  be  (Mr,  Hume)  would  prefer 
that   the    Commission    was  appoined  in 
India,  to  hear  the  Rajah  in  the  face  of  his 
accuser*    He  was  the  descendant  of  the, 
be  might  call  them,  original  Mahrattas, 
and    he  was  deprived  of    hjs    territories 
without  a  trial.     Public  opinion  in  India 
was  tfosettied  on  the  subject,  npr  would  it 
be  otherwise  till   a  full  trial  took  place. 
No   native  chief  could  be  satisfied  while 
tbe  Hsj^b  of  Sattara  was  deprived  of  his 
territory  on  such  grounds  as  those  alleged. 
He  (Mr.  Hume)  was  only  an  advocate  for 
inquiry-^he  believed  the  Rajah  to  be  in- 
nocent.    At  a  future  period  of  the  Session 
be  wpuld  state  to  the  House  his  opinion 
as  U>  tbe  best  mode  of  doing  justice  to  the 
Rajah ;  at  present  he  only  wished  for  the 
documents. 

Mr.  B.  Baring  said,  that  the  papers  for 
which  the  bon.  Gentleman  had  moved  had 
already  been  presented  to  the  Court  of 
Proprietors,  and  the  Grovernment,  there- 
fore! could,  of  course,  have  no  wish  to 
refgae  the  motion. 

Motion  a^eed  to. 


C4VAPIAK  Political  Convicts,] 
Mr-  Roebuck  rose  to  move 

^  Tbat  an  humble  address  he  presented  to 
her  Majesty,  praying  that  pardon  may  be  ex- 
tended to  all  persons  transported  from  Upper 
and  Ii>wer  Canada  to  our  penal  colonies,  for 
political  ofienaes  committed  during  the  late 
unhappy  disturbances  in  those  provinces." 

He  Sfiid,  tbat  be  was  aware  that  the  task 
bsi  waa  now  about  tp  undertake  was  one 
of  j^lrenus  diflSqulty  and  delicacyi  not 


because  of  either  the  impolicy  or  the  in- 
justice of  the  measure,  but  because  of  the 
mistakes  and  prejudices  which  were  very 
rife  on  this  subject,  both  out  of  doors  and 
in  doors.     It  might  be  said  that  he  was 
about  to  ask  the  House  to  interfere  with 
the  ordinary   course  of  justice;  but  he 
trusted  he  should  be  able  to  show  them 
that  he  was  not  interfering  with  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  justice,  and  that  on  a  wide 
view  of  our  policy  it  was  in  the  highest 
degree  politic  that  the  measure  he  recom- 
mended should  be  adopted  ;  and,  further- 
more, he  should  be  able  to  make  out  that 
nothing  but  bare  justice  would  be  satisfied 
by  the  motion  he  was  about  to  propose. 
He  had  stated  that  he  would  show  the 
House  that  his  motion  would  be  no  inter- 
ference with  the  ordinary  course  of  jus- 
tice ;  but  he  should  reserve  that  proposi- 
tion   until  he  came  to   explain  tbe  cir- 
cumstances under  which  those  unhappy 
prisoners  left  their  country.     He  should 
show  the  House  at  once  that  justice  de- 
manded that  they  should  return  to  their 
friends  and  their  homes.     Let  him,  then, 
entreat  the  House,  if  he  showed  them  that 
so  far  from  its  being  impolitic  it  was  in  the 
highest  degree  politic  and  wise  to  do  that 
which  he  now  asked  for,  not  to  raise  any 
objection  to  it  on  the  score  of  its  being  an 
interference  with   the  course  of  justice. 
Last  year,  if  he  had  brought  forward  his 
motion,  he  should  have  been  in  a  very 
different  position  from  that  in  which  he 
was  now.    The  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
for   the  Colonies,  on  the  first  night   of 
this  Session,  declared  he  was  of  opinion 
that,  if  Canada  were   not   held   by  the 
aflTections  of  the  inhabitants,  our  power 
there  could  not  be  maintained  by  a  hostile 
army.     He  was  glad  to  hear  that  expres- 
sion  of   opinion  from    the   noble    Lord. 
This  declaration  of  the  noble  Lord  placed 
him  in  a  difierent  position  from  that  in 
which   he  should    have   been    last  year. 
Since  then  the  conduct  of  those  who  were 
acting  under  the  present  Government  in 
Canada  had  placed  that  country  in  a  po- 
sition such  as  it  had  not  been  in  for  many 
a  year;  and  the  people  of  that  country 
were,  he  was  certain,  willing  to  express  to 
the  Government  their  deep  obligation  for 
the  justice,  however  tardy,  that  had  been 
dune  them.     He  was  extremely  anxious, 
in  every  word  he  uttered,  to  guard  himself 
against  giving  the  slightest  handle  to  a 
misconstruction  or  misconception  of  any- 
thing he  might  say,  so  that  no  words  that 
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fell  from  him  by  mistake  should  do  injury 
to  the  cause  he  wished  to  promote.  He 
begged  them  to  believe  that  he  was  not 
there  to  make  imputations,  and  if  per- 
chance he  should  be  in  error  in  any  one 
instance,  let  it  fall  on  himself,  and  not 
injure  the  cause  he  was  anxious  to  serve— 
the  cause  of  hundreds  who  were  now  un- 
happy convicts  in  a  distant  hemisphere, 
far  from  their  homes,  and  to  which  they 
were  sent  not  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
law,  but  by  proceedings  which  he  regarded 
as  highly  illegal.  Before  he  proceeded 
further,  he  must  express  how  heartily  glad 
he  was  at  observing  the  conduct  the  Go- 
vernment was  pursuing.  He  could  not 
mention  it  without  remembering  that  he 
had  before  asked  the  House  of  Commons 
to  adopt  that  very  policy  which  the  wisdom 
of  the  Government  had  since  deemed  it 
advisable  to  pursue.  But  the  House  of 
Commons  refused  to  do  that  which  the 
responsible  Ministers  of  the  Crown  had 
found  it  necessary  to  do,  unless  they  in- 
tended to  retain  the  colony  by  means  of  a 
hostile  army.  They  had  given  up  any  such 
intention,  and  had  found  that  they  must 
govern  in  accordance  with  the  feelings  of 
the  majority  of  the  inhabitants.  During 
the  unhappy  disturbances  in  1837  and 
1838,  it  happened  after  the  departure  of 
Lord  Durham,  when  there  had  been  an 
amnesty  granted  by  that  noble  Lord,  that 
various  circumstances  concurring  led  to  a 
second  outbreak.  And  on  that  second 
outbreak  taking  place,  an  ordinance 
was  passed  by  which  the  country  was  in 
reality  placed  under  military  law.  The 
ordinary  tribunals  of  the  country  were 
silenced.  The  people  were  no  longer  tried 
by  their  peers,  but  by  a  court-martial.  He 
was  not  mentioning  these  facts  for  the 
purpose  of  attaching  blame,  but  to  show 
that  those  people  were  not  sent  out  of  the 
country  by  the  ordinary  process  of  law, 
and  that  the  House  of  Commons,  if  it 
should  now  interfere,  could  do  so  with 
perfect  propriety,  and  without  interfering 
with  the  ordinary  tribunals  of  the  country. 
They  had  not  been  sent  away  by  those 
safeguards  which  the  ordinary  experience 
of  mankind  had  taucht  them  were  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  society,  but  by 
an  extraordinary  tribunal  acting  under 
extraordinary  circumstances;  and  now, 
inasmuch  as  they  were  still  in  a  very  extra- 
ordinary position,  he  might  a^k  the  House 
to  depart  from  the  general  rule  of  conduct, 
which  perhaps  wu  right  and  proper,  not 


to  interfere  with  the  admioiitratioo  of 
justice,  but  under  the  peculiar  cifOUD* 
stances  to  beg  the  Crown  to  give  to  tbote 
unhappy  persons  that  mercy  which  wmt 
the  peculiar  attribute  of  the  Crown,  which 
the  Crown  could  alone  award,  and  which 
could  be  awarded  now  with  justice  and 
honour.  When  the  late  circomttaooes 
took  place  in  Canada,  oo  man  could  an- 
derstand  the  extraordinary  situation  of  that 
people  who  did  not  clearly  anderttand  the 
state  of  mind  which  preceded  thoseeveota. 
The  unhappy  circumstance  of  the  conditioo 
of  the  people  was  this — that,  some  how 
or  other,  he  would  not  now  inquire  whe- 
ther correctly  or  incorrectly,  there  had  cot 
into  the  mind  of  the  French  Canadian 
population,  a  notion  that  the  Govemneot 
of  this  country  had  formed  ao  opinion  that 
they  were  an  inferior  race,  and  were  poa* 
sessed  of  an  irreconcileable  hatred  to  the 
English  Crown.  Now  he  did  not  aak  how 
it  was  that  they  had  this  opinion  in  their 
mind,  nor  did  he  mean  to  explain  the  cir- 
cumstances which  led  them  to  believe  that 
there  was  a  settled  determination  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  carry  out  what 
was  termed  in  a  sort  of  cant  phraseology 
the  **  Anglificatioo''  of  the  Lower  Caoa* 
dian  people.  But  io  it  was.  Thej  had 
formed  this  belief,  and  it  seemed  to  be 
justi6ed  by  extraordinary  circamttaDces 
(into  which  he  did  not  inquire),  which 
induced  them  to  think  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  formed  a  settled  deter- 
miuatioti  to  **  Anglicise  **  their  coootry  to 
to  attack  their  institutions,  in  fact,  even  to 
eradicate  their  religion ;  to  make  then,  Ui 
short,  English  in  language,  in  habits,  in 
thoughts,  and  in  feeling — to  make  their 
country  as  if  for  them  it  had  never  been ; 
as  if  their  ancestors  had  never  lived  there, 
as  if  they  had  not  linked  with  that  country 
any  one  of  their  dearest  affections ;  but  aa 
if  it  hdd  been  from  the  comnenceoieot  a 
mere  English  colony,  peopled  bv  iodi* 
viduals  of  different  language,  different 
habits,  and  different  religion  from  thein- 
selvos.  That  was  what  they  called  *'  swamp- 
ing** the  Lower  Canadian  population.  He 
would  not  ask  whether  they  were  right  id 
believing  that  to  be  the  intention  of  Go- 
vernment ;  but  at  all  events,  that  was  their 
belief.  A  time  might  come,  when  the  de- 
scription of  the  acts  which  had  foiced 
them  into  that  belief  would  become  ne- 
cessary ;  a  time  might  come  when  the 
reprobation  which  such  a  determioatiou 
demanded  would  fall  upon  the  aathorS| 
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and  when  those  who  devised  this  scheme 
of  policy  would  be  exposed  to  the  indig* 
nation  they  deserved.  When  this  unhappy 
scheme  of  statesmanship  should  be  brought 
before  the  proper  tribunal,  the  country 
would  understand  the  audacity  and  folly 
which  gave  rise  to  it.  He  would  not  ask 
by  whose  evidence  the  plan  was  made 
known  ;  but  the  people  of  Canada  enter- 
tained  the  opinion,  that  it  was  the  settled 
determination  of  the  then  Government  to 
do  what  they  called  "  Anglicising''  the 
whole  of  the  Canadian  population.  This 
opinion  created  great  despondency  there. 
They  were  very  unhappy,  and  they  felt 
"there  was  only  one  alternative  for  them, 
Damelv,  either  to  submit  to  this  scheme  of 
"  Anglification/*  or  prepare  themselves  for 
a  long,  severe,  and  painful  struggle  with 
the  British  Government — a  struggle  not 
by  arms  but  by  the  law ;  for  they  felt  that 
the  old  times  of  Ireland  were  about  to  be 
re-enacted  there,  and  that  the  moment 
was  arrived  when  they  must  appear  either 
in  the  character  of  a  free  people  or  a 
servile  race.  It  was  hardly  necessary, 
perhaps,  that  he  should  speak  upon  this 
subject;  but  from  experience,  he  chal- 
lenged any  one  who  knew  aught  about  the 
people  of  Canada,  aught  about  the  turbu- 
lent continent  on  which  they  lived — he 
would  challenge  any  one  to  refute  him, 
when  he  asserted,  that  that  country  is 
now  as  if  it  were  an  oasis  in  the  desert ; 
that,  as  compared  with  any  other  portion 
of  the  American  population,  there  they 
would  find  peace,  gentleness,  quietness, 
and  patience,  in  the  place  of  insolent  vul- 
garity ;  they  would  find  a  polished  people 
even  among  the  peasantry,  following  and 
pursuing  all  the  means  of  quiet  enjoy- 
ment ;  and  who  were,  if  we  had  any  barrier 
in  that  country  against  the  overwhelming 
influence  now  exercised  there,  the  sole 
stay  for  our  dominion  upon  that  conti- 
nent; and  the  day  would  come,  if  the 
Government  should  ever  again  recur  to 
the  fatal  policy  of  rendering  entirely  Eng- 
lish that  colony,  when  they  would  find,  so 
soon  as  they  had  rendered  it  English,  that 
it  woald  become  American ;  and  that  the 
very  day  which  made  it  American,  would  be 
the  forerunner  of  our  expulsion  from  the 
continent.  The  power  of  Great  Britain  in 
Canada  was  in  the  peaceful,  quiet,  and  vir- 
tuous disposition  of  the  people  of  Canada, 
who  were  now  rendered  a  loyal  people. 
The  corioos  state  of  that  country  when 
Sir  Charles  Bagot  resorted  to  the  wise 


policy  which  he  had  adopted — the  remark* 
able  exhibition  which  the  country  then 
showed,  was  calculated  to  instruct  persons 
the  least  capable  of  paying  attention  to 
the  changes  that  had  taken  place.  The 
moment  it  was  discovered  that  their  com- 
patriots and  the  leaders  of  the  people 
were  to  be  raised  from  their  servile  con- 
dition to  the  position  of  subjects  under 
our  jurisdiction,  equal  with  any  other 
persons — that  instant,  from  one  end  of 
the  country  to  the  other,  there  was  a  feel- 
ing not  only  of  triumph,  but  almost  of 
piety  in  their  rejoicings.  From  one  end 
of  the  countrv  to  the  other  there  was  a 
general  thanksgiving.  They  felt  them* 
selves  relieved  from  an  intolerable  burden ; 
but  that  joy  and  that  triumph  were  not 
accompanied  by  anything  improper  or  un- 
feeling towards  that  minority  which  had 
hitherto  ill-treated  them.  Not  one  harsh 
word  was  uttered  on  that  occasion.  But 
when  he  said  this,  how  was  he  to  make 
the  House  understand  it  ?  He  would  give 
them  an  illustration,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  what  was  the  state  of  the  popular 
mind  before  and  what  was  its  state  after. 
He  would  take,  as  an  illustration,  a  man 
who  was  well  known  to  many  persons  in 
this  House.  He  meant  Mr.  Viger.  He 
was  seventy  years  of  age.  He  had  been 
a  resident  in  that  country  for  a  consider- 
able time,  and  for  many  years  was  a 
Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
He  was  a  worthy,  kind-hearted  man,  and 
at  the  age  of  seventy,  he  was,  on  mere  sus- 
picion, put  into  prison.  (''Hear, hear.'')  The 
hon.  Member  for  Liskeard  (Mr.  C.  Buller) 
cried  "  Hear,  hear;"  but  when  he  was  stating 
a  fact  of  this  nature,  he  would  be  obliged 
by  the  hon.  Member  not  interrupting  him. 
When  the  constitution  was  suspended, 
that  gentleman  had  been  cast  into  prison,, 
and  remained  there  eighteen  months.  [Mr. 
C.  Buller :  Hear.]  He  was  glad  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  confirmed  him.  At 
the  end  of  the  eighteen  months,  as  Mr« 
Viger  had  been  brought  in  without  in- 
quiry, so  he  was  turned  out  of  prison 
without  inquiry.  He  asked  for  a  trial, 
but  no  trial  was  granted.  He  asked  for 
an  explanation,  but  no  explanation  was 
given ;  for  redress,  but  none  was  given. 
That  gentleman  was  lately  elected  a 
Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Now,  if  it  was  possible  to  create  a  ranco- 
rous disposition  in  the  human  mind,  it 
surely  would  have  been  in  such  a  case ; 
yet  when  the  late  change  was  effected  by 
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Sir  Charles  Bagot,  there  wai  do  man  to 
ready  aod  eager  to  hush  alt  unwise  exbL 
bitions  of  triumph.     He  entreated   his 
oountrymen  to  forbear,  and  not  to  exhibit 
any  contumelious  expressioq  of  their  suc- 
cess to  any  man.    He  wu  the  first  to  set 
such  an  example  to  his  countrymen  ;  and 
the  old  man,  looking  to  the  few  days 
which  he  had  now  to  live,  and  to  the  days 
of  joy  which  were  beginning  to  dawn  on 
his  countrymen,  was  heard  to  repeat,  in 
words  which  he  considered  as  of  touching 
authority,  **  Lord,  now  lettest  thou  thy 
servant  depart  in  peace.**     He  was  the 
man  of  all  others  to  whom  they  should 
look  as  a  leader  of  the  people— as  a 
specimen   of  the  Ix)wer  Canadians— of 
their  piety,  their  forbearance,  and  their 
loyalty.    In  the  midst  of  these  disturb- 
anees  many  unhappy  men — peasants  %U 
most  all  of  them — were  transported  from 
Canada  to  Van  Diemen*s  Land.     He  was 
Dot  inquiring  into  the  propriety  or  justice 
of  sending  them  there.     He  was  only 
asking  the  House  and  the  Government,  if 
they  thought  they  could  do  any  injury 
amongst  the  Canadian  people  by  bring- 
iftg  back  those  unhappy  men— few  indeed 
as  regarded  the  entire  population,  and 
wretched  as  having  left  their  wives  and 
ebildreo,  their  fathers  and  their  mothers 
behind  them  ?   If  they  could  not  do  any 
barm  by  stepping  out  of  the  way  and 
bringing   back   these    unhappy   people, 
where  would  be  the  impolicy  of  such  con* 
duct?  They  might  tell  him  that  insurrec- 
tion deserved   rebuke  and    punishment. 
But  it  had  received  them  already.    They 
migbt  tell  him  that  he  wu  interfering  with 
the  due   punishment  of  criminals.     He 
would  not  question  that  point — he  would 
DOi  inquire  whether  the  punishment  was 
diia  or  B0l'*4Mit  be  would  say  the  leaders 
of  those  people  were  now  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  would  ask  how  oould 
tbey  say  that  those  misguided  men  should 
DOC  be  now  brought  back  ?   He  was  not 
impeaebing  Mr.  Lafontaine;  he  was  not 
one  of  thoee  to  whom  he  alluded,  and 
against  whom  do  charge  oould  be  made. 
He  was  speaking  of  those  who  had  re- 
tUfDod,  and  were  now  walking  tlie  streets 
of  Montreal,  and  who  had  Ixen  actually 
10  arms,  and  bad  led  these  peasanu  at  St. 
Denis.     When  these  men  were  now  in 
Montreal  under  the  protection  of  the  law 
which  exculpated  them,  surely  it  would  be 
SODMthing  very  inconsistent  if  they  should 

appear  to  bafa  beao  brought  back  as  it 


were  by  accident,  and  that  those  whom 
they  led  should  remain  in  banisbmeot. 
Was  this  justice?  Could  there  be  impolicy 
in  the  course  pursued  towards  those  who 
were  now  in  Montreal  exhibiting  theiD« 
selves  everyday  in  the  public  streets?-^ 
(*'  Name.")    H^  knew  their  names,  bai 
he  did  not  wish  to  tell  them  publidv,  aa  tl 
might  injure  the  parties.    He  knew  be  was 
right.    He  was  speaking  of  the  policy  of 
letting  these  poor  men  back.    Nine  out  of 
every  ten  of  them  had  been  sent  ont  of  the 
country  by  mistake,  having  been  tried  by 
courts-martial.    He  could  not  see  the  iar 
policy  of  bringing  back  these  men  wUla 
their  leaders  were  now  in  their  (the  Go* 
vernmeut)  councils.     By  doing  this  com* 
piemen t  of  justice  thev  would  the  Caoa- 
dians  for  ever  attached  to  them,   much 
more  than  by  the  force  of  bayooets,  and 
the  Canadians  would  defend  the  cooptry 
as  they  had  defended  it  befora-^-apbsc 
all  invssion.    The  right  hon.  Oentlemaa 
had  begun  a  new  course  which  dki  bim 
honour,  and  did  the  country  good.    The 
Canadians  already  saw  the  advantages  of 
that  peaceable  and  successful  policy.    If 
Canada  was  ti)  afford  settlements  for  our 
surplus  population,  and  markets  for  tba 
surplus  proceeds  of  our  labour,  aba  mast 
be  happy,  contented,  and  prosperous,  aod 
she  could  not  be  happy,  contented,  and 
prosperous,  unless  she  should  contioua  to 
be  governed    under  the  principles  now 
adopted  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleasao. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  adopted  a 
new  rule-^he  gave  a  responsible  Govero- 
ment,  not  in  name  but  m  reality,  to  the 
Canadians,  and  resorted  to  no  stratageass, 
to  no  means,  to  keep  them  down,  cormpl, 
or  frighten  them.    The  representative  of 
the  Government  in  Canada  said  to  them, 

**  You  have  a  majority  in  the  House  of  Aa> 
lembly,  aod  unless  we  choose  to  govern  bf 
14/)00  bayonets,  the  people  of  Canada,  by 
their  leaden,  must  be  leaders  of  my  councib. 

That  was  language  that  had  not  been 
used  before  to  them,  and  the  French  Ca* 
nadians  were  now,  for  the  first  tiaaa,  ad- 
mitted, by  their  leaders,  into  the  councils 
of  their  Sovereign.  They  had  raised  a 
noble  structure,  and  he  now  only  asked 
them  to  put  this  coping-stone  on  the  aicb, 
by  bringing  back  tiat  remnant  of  the  aus- 
guided  population,  and  binding  tiiem  to 
Great  Britain  for  ever  by  the  strongest  ties 
of  love  and  gratitude.  How  could  they 
refuse  this  boon,  when  they  considered  aU 
the  circamatancss  of  the  case  t  Uodar  tbo 
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former  tyttem  of  Government  they  had 
beto  driven  to  the  adoption  of  military 
law,  and  nnder  that  law  they  had  expa- 
trtated  these  men.  But  now,  when  under 
a  different  eyttem  they  found  them  a  quiet, 
loyal,  and  irirtuous  people,  and  the  firmest 
•upportera  of  their  power  on  that  conti* 
Dent,  be  begged  and  prayed  of  them  to 
make  one  a tep  more  in  advance^^to  for^ 
give  their  peit  excitement,  and  grant  what 
they  prayed.  He  beaought  them  to  grant 
tbie  motion,  and  to  implore  her  Majeaty 
to  extend  her  mercy  to  this  unfortunate 
frAfmeot  of  the  population,  that  they 
might  be  restored  to  their  friends  and  fa« 


Lord  Sianley  regretted  that  he  felt  it  to 
be  bis  duty  to  interpose  between  the  exer- 
cise of  that  which  was  the  highest  preroga<p 
tive  of  the  Crown,  the  exercise  of  mercy, 
and  those  unhappy  men  who  had  trans- 
greseed  the  laws  of  their  country.  He  was 
well  aware  of  the  impression  produced  on 
the  Hoose  by  the  forcible  and  temperate 
manoer  in  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  had  opened  this  question 
bad  appealed  to  their  feelings  on  behalf  of 
tboee  who  were  now  suffering  under  a 
aeiiteoce  imposed  upon  them  under  e^^tra* 
ofdioarycircomstances;  but  he  must  not 
sbriok  from  the  performance  of  his  duty, 
howerer  paioful  it  might  be,  and  be  did 
earoestly  hope  that  the  House  would  not 
be  so  far  led  away  by  the  eloquence  of  the 
boo.  aod  learned  Gentleman  as  to  induce 
tbem  to  take  a  step  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  admitted  to  be  one  of 
a  noel  unusual  character,  namely,  to  inter* 
fi»re  with  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
%md  take  into  Uie  hands  of  the  House  of 
CowiiDODS  that  grace  and  favour  which,  if 
bestowed  at  all,  ought  to  emanate  exclu* 
sively  from  the  Crown.  He  was  sure  that 
voder  any  ciicnmstances  it  would  be  most 
ttofavoiirabie  and  most  inexp^ient  that 
tbe  House  of  Commons  should  interfere 
with  tboae  fonctioos  and  that  prerogative 
of  tbe  Crown ;  bat  under  the  circumstances 
which  tbe  hoB.  and  learned  Gentleman 
bad  himself  detailed,  he  thought  that  even 
if  tlie  constitotiooal  objection  did  not 
prevail,  tbe  objectioo  of  discretion  as  to 
tbe  time  aod  circumstances  under  which 
tbe  motion  was  made  was  one  that  must 
bafie  peculiar  weight  with  the  House.  The 
boo*  aod  learned  Gekitleman  had  told 
tbem  that  by  the  recent  changes  in  the 
eomsoils  of  Canada  universal  conteotmeot 
hid  iperfidod  4ho  peppte  fofmarly  dissatia^ 


fied,  if  not  disaffected  to  this  country,  and 
that  with  the  Administration  as  now  formed 
in  Canada  the  French  Canadians— lof 
whom  the  hon,  and  learned  Gentleman 
appeared  exclusively  to  have  spoken  jn  the 
address  he  had  just  made  to  tbe  House, 
but  who  in  reality  formed  a  very  inconsi- 
derable portion  of  those  to  whom  his 
motion  referred ;  he  said  that  at  the  mo- 
ment when  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemao 
told  them  that  that  portion  of  the  people 
was  entirely  satisfied  with  the  just,  equita- 
ble, and  judicious  course,  as  he  considered 
it,  which  her  Majesty  had  thought  fit  to 
pursue  in  Canada,  he  thought  it  would  be 
most  unwise  that  the  House  of  Commoils» 
upon  the  motion  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  should  recur  to  topics  of 
difference  and  dissension,  should  revive 
the  subject  of  former  contests,  and  should 
interfere  with  a  Government  with  which 
tbe  whole  people,  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  told  them,  entirely  coo^ 
curred.  When  Sir  C.  Bagot  first  went  out 
to  Canada,  the  instructions  given  to  him 
on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  Government, 
were,  that  in  the  administration  of  the  law 
and  in  the  selection  of  those  to  whom  be 
might  think  fit  to  call  to  his  councils,  no 
distinction  of  origin  or  race  should  be  made, 
but  that  all  men  of  all  parties,  of  different 
origin  and  race,  should  combine  together 
in  that  which  was  to  be  the  great  object 
of  hif  policy  and  govern  men  t—^forgetting 
and  passing  by  recent  transactions  and 
recent  animosities — should  combina  to^ 
gether  for  the  advantage  of  those  great 
provinces  which  her  Majesty's  Government 
****he  thought  advisedly — had  united  under 
one  Government  and  Council.  He  thoughty 
therefore,  that  in  the  main«-«-in  all  the  esseni- 
tial  featuresof  the  case,-i*^irC. Bagot  siooe 
is  appointmehnt  had  acted  entirely  and 
cordially  in  concurrence  with  her  Majesty's 
Government.  It  was  in  pursuance  of  tbe 
policy  they  pointed  out*^n  pursuance  of 
that  determination  they  had  takeo  to  kooir 
no  distinction  of  race  or  origin  betwaaa 
those  who  were  willing  cordially  to  eo^ 
operate  with  the  Government  for  tha 
advantage  and  welfare  of  the  colony. 
He  was  very  unwilling  to  go  back  to 
the  period  at  which  the  affairs  of  Ca» 
nada  were  very  different  from  what  tbay 
now  were.  He  would  not  go  back  to 
a  period  when  the  diflficuUies  in  thf 
course  of  the  Government^ifiScuUias  of 
which  no  maa  was  oiore  awara  tbao  tho 

iMm.  and  learuad  Gantlooi^i'-froifmted 


347 


Canadian 


{COMMONS}  PoUikal  CmwkU.         S4t 


themseWes  at  every  turn  from  ihe  con- 
flicting views  and  the  geographical  position 
of  the  two  provinces  which  he  thought 
OQght  never  to  have  been  disunited,  but 
being  separated,  it  was  impossible,  in 
these  days,  with  regard  to  British  iote* 
rests  and  the  connexion  of  that  country 
with  this,  that  the  affairs  of  the  Lower 
Province,  interposed  as  they  were  geo> 
graphically  between  the  Upper  Province 
and  this  country,  could  be  carried  on 
without  the  accordance  of  that  portion  of 
the  people  who  numerically  were  by  far 
the  largest^  and  who  had  wishes  certainly 
in  many  respects  at  variance  with  British 
interests.  But  the  two  provinces  of  Ca- 
nada were  united  ;  the  difficulties  for- 
merly interposed,  whatever  other  difficul- 
ties might  have  arisen,  were  at  once  at  an 
end  ;  from  that  moment  there  was  no  fear 
of  the  British  population  being  over- 
whelmed by  the  dominant  race  interposed 
between  themselves  and  the  sea  and  com- 
munication with  the  mother  country. 
From  that  time  there  was  no  reason  why 
in  the  affairs  of  Canada  this  country 
should  not  feel  herself  bound  to  act  upon 
the  principles  upon  which,  in  all  other 
colonies  with  legislative  assemblies,  she 
had  felt  it  necessary  to  act — namely,  to 
carry  on  the  Government  in  accordance 
with  the  views  and  sense  of  the  great  bulk 
of  the  population,  that  without  entering 
into  the  abstract  theories  which  were  put 
—and  he  thought  needlessly — of  a  re- 
sponsible government,  and  how  far  the 
Colonial  Assembly  must  be  overruled  by 
the  Parliament  of  this  country,  it  was  at 
ooce  the  duty  of  the  British  Government 
frankly  to  act  upon  the  maxim  of  carrying 
on  the  Government  in  accordance  with 
the  views  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  people, 
and  in  support  or  the  great  interests  of  the 

Erovince  ;  but  in  admitting  that  principle 
e  hoped  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
would  not  be  so  unjust  to  the  great  body 
of  French  Canadians  as  to  think  that  be- 
cause they  were  justly  entitled  to  obtain 
a  share  in  the  administration  of  the  affsirs 
of  the  province,  that  determination  so  to 
introduce  and  admit  them  involved,  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  the  utter  oblivion 
of  the  crime  of  treason  and  the  necessity 
not  to  vindicate  the  power  of  the  law 
against  those  who  had  placed  themsf Ives 
io  arms  against  the  established  Govern- 
ment of  the  country.  He  joined  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentlemen  in  the  com- 
meodatioD  be  bad  baatowed  on  the  fair- 


ness,  moderation,  and  temper,  with 
the  French  Canadians  had  borne  thdr 
elevation  to  a  share  of  power.  He  be- 
lieved there  had  been  evinced  among  tboa 
a  most  cautions  abatinence  from  efery* 
thing  that  would  excite  an  angry  feeKo^» 
and  be  did  cordially  expect  that  ooiversiil 
harmony  would  hereafter  take  Ihe  plac« 
of  discord,  and  that  the  colony  woold  in* 
crease  in  wealth  and  happineta.  Bat  if 
the  doctrine  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Ges« 
tiemen  were  now  to  be  adopted — that, 
because  the  French  population  had  bees 
admitted  to  a  share  of  the  administratioav 
that  therefore  those,  whether  Freochy 
British,  or  citixens  of  the  United  Slalet, 
who  are  now  suffering  the  sentence  of  the 
law  for  an  aggravated  act  of  ireaioa  ncfie 
to  receive  at  once,  without  diacretioo,  her 
Majesty's  free  pardon  and  the  benefit  of  a 
full  amnesty  and  oblivion — be  did  say  that 
those  who  in  both  provincea  bad  stood 
loyally  by  the  Crown — tboae  who  boldly 
repelled  the  hordes  of  plunderers  from 
the  neighbouring  states  who  entered  Ca* 
nada,  and  burnt  and  destroyed  the  pfa» 
perty,  and  sacribced  the  lives  of  aaaiiy  of 
her  Majesty's  subjects — those  who  stood 
forward  and  denounced  rebellioo  and 
treason  within,  and  repulsed  the  lawless 
bands  of  invaders  from  without,  woald 
have  reason  to  complain,  and  might  sor* 
rowfully  ask,  where  was  the  remeoabraiiee 
of  all  these  things — that  their  sapport 
and  exertions  should  appear  to  be  lost 
sight  of;  and  that  those  who  were  worn 
suffering  very  moderate  punbhrneot  for 
their  crimes  should  he  restored  to  soeistyt 
and  at  once  placed  on  an  equal  footing  ffkh 
those  who  had  never  swerved  from  ihttr 
dutv.  The  hon.  and  learned  Geotltnaa 
said  they  were  mostly  French  Canadiaaa. 
[Mr.  Roebuck :  Mostly  pessants.]  Well. 
then,  if  they  were  not  mostly  Frsoch 
Canadians,  where  was  the  argaaseat  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  GeotleoMn  who 
complained  that  the  pressure  upon  theaa 
entirely  led  to  this  state  of  disaffrctioo  ? 

Mr.  Roebuck  was  sure  the  noble  Lord 
did  not  intend  to  misunderstand  hiss ;  bat 
he  never  uttered  one  syllable  to  show  why 
they  entered  into  a  state  of  rebelliOB« 

Lord  Stanley  certainly  thought  that 
every  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  jast  heard 
what  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
said  would  have  thought  he  waa  tpeahiof 
in  favour  of  the  French  popolatioot  and 
that  they  had  entered  into  rebellioo  in 
conaequeoca  of  the  prcssars  apott 
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He  would  not  enter  into  the  question  with 
whom  this  insult,  this  injary,  this  offence, 
which  the    hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
spoke  of  under  the  term  of  *'  Anglifica- 
tion"  of  the    country,    had    originated. 
There  could  be  no  meaning  of  the  angli. 
fication  of  the  country  as  to  the  British 
population.  It  was  the  French  population, 
and  those  only,  to  whom  that  doctrine 
applied ;  and  the  whole  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  speech  turned  upon 
that — that  it  was  in  favour  of  the  deluded 
French  population   that  he  was  now  ar- 
guing in  the  presence  of  the  House.     But 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would 
not  deny  that  in  speaking  of  those  un- 
happy deluded  men,  they  had  visited  upon 
theoi  that  punishment  which  ought  to  be 
▼isited   upon  their  leaders,  and  he  said, 
"  The  leaders  of  these  poor  deluded  people 
have  now  obtained  places  in  your  legisla- 
tive council."    [Mr.  Roebuck  :  The  leaders 
of  the  people,  not  of  the  French  people.] 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ought 
not  to  g^  80  far  as  to  state  that  those  per- 
sons who  led  these  people  to  revolt — who 
had  been  their  leaders  in  rebellion — did 
now  occupy  places  high  in  authority.  [Mr. 
Roebuck:  I  never  said  one  word  of  the 
kind.]     The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
mast  excuse  him,  but  he  took  down  the 
words,  and  his  statement  was  "  those  whose 
leaders  are  now  in  our  councils,"  and  then 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  qualified 
it  by  the  exception  of  M.  Lafontame,  and 
said,  "  but  when  I  make  use  of  this  ex- 
pression, I  do  not   mean  to  include  M. 
Lafontaine,  against  whom  all  the  world 
knows  there  was  not  sufficient  evidence  to 
bring  forward  a  charge,  or  even  the  shadow 
of  a  suspicion."  Then  the  hon.  Gentleman 
spoke  of  individuals  who,  under  the  pro- 
tection  of  the  act  of  exculpation,  were 
walking  about  Montreal  perfectly  free.    If 
he  was  not  mistaken,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
alluded  to  eight  persons  in   particular? 
[Mr.   Roebuck:  Yes.]     The  hon.  Gentle- 
man  alluded  to  eight  persons  who  were 
found  guilty,  and  ordered  to  be  transported 
to  Bermuda,  but  who,  on  Lord  Durham's 
ordinances  being  declared  illegal  and  un- 
constitutional, necessarily  escaped  punish- 
ment.    Why,  surely,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  pretend  to  draw  from  the  case  of 
those  persons  his  argument,  that  while  the 
Government  seized  upon  the  inferior  vic- 
tims they  allowed  to  pass  with  impunity 
those  who  from  their  superior  station  ought 
lalmTe  been  also  punished ;  and,  whatever 


fault  the  hon.  Gentleman  might  have  had 
to  find  with  the  Administration  of  the  pre- 
sent or  of  former  Governments  in  Canada, 
he  could  hardly  be  prepared,  considering 
the  magnitude  and  extent  of  the  rebellion 
in  Canada,  to  say  that  there  was  any  great 
severity  in  the  punishments,  or  that  the 
penalties  inflicted  were,  under  the  circum- 
stances, disproportionate.  The  rebellion 
in  Canada  first  broke  out  in  the  winter  of 
1837,  and  for  thai  rebellion  no  persons 
were  put  upon  their  trial.  In  June,  1838, 
the  rebellion  having  been  suppressed  in  a 
short  time  by  Sir  John  Colborue,  now  Lord 
Seaton,  Lord  Durham  thought  it  advisable 
to  take  the  most  merciful  view  of  the  case, 
and  passed  a  general  amnesty  as  regarded 
all  persons  who  had  taken  part  in  the 
rebellion  in  Lower  Canada,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  eight  persons  to  whom  the 
hon.  Member  referred,  and  also  of  sixteen 
others,  who,  having  Red  from  justice,  were 
called  on  by  proclamation  to  take  their  trial, 
and,  failing  to  do  so,  became  subject  to  the 
penalty  of  outlawry  and  attainder.  These 
were  all  ihe  penalties  that  resulted  to  indivi- 
duals on  account  of  the  Lower  Canadian 
rebellion  of  1837  and  1838.  In  1839  the 
rebellion  in  Upper  Canada  took  place,  and 
there  were  two  executions  in  consequence 
of  it.  The  parties  executed  were  named 
Matthews  and  Love — persons  who  were 
taken  in  open  rebellion,  under  the  most 
aggravated  circumstances.  [Mr.  22oe- 
buck :  No,  no.]  In  June,  1838,  just  at 
the  time  Lord  Durham  was  proclaim- 
ing the  amnesty  in  Lower  Canada,  there 
came  another  irruption  from  the  United 
States;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  summer, 
there  were  two  other  irruptions  of  Patriots 
and  Sympathisers,  as  they  called  them- 
selves. A  considerable  number  of  persons 
were  taken  in  arms  against  the  Crown, 
and  a  number  of  persons  were  put  upon 
their  trial ;  but,  although  those  invasions 
were  marked  by  circumstances  of  peculiar 
atrocity,  one  person,  and  one  only,  was 
executed  on  account  of  them.  Four 
others  there  were  who  were  taken  in 
arms  under  most  aggravated  circum- 
stances, and  they  were  sentenced  to  death, 
but  Lord  Durham  recommended  that  their 
sentence  should  be  commuted  to  trans- 
portation for  life.  Those  four  persons 
were  amongst  those  for  whom  the  hon. 
Member  asked  for  an  undiscriminating 
act  of  amnesty  on  the  part  of  the  Crown. 
A  general  amnesty  was  afterwards  passed 
in  October,  1838,  with  the  exception,  as 
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ID  the  4)aie  of  Lower  Canada,  of  sixty-one 
pertODf  who  did  not  come  in  to  take  their 
trials.      Those  several  acts  of  amnesty 
were  passed,  the  one  in  the  month  of 
Jane,  and   the  other  in   the  month  of 
October,    1838  ;    and  certainly  at  that 
period,  no  man  could  have  said  that  there 
had  been  any  great  severity  of  punish- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  Crowe.   Yet  what  * 
followed  ?  Why,  on  the  3rd  of  November  i 
in  the  same  year,  there  broke  forth  simul- 
taneously an  irruption  into  Lower  Canada  | 
and  a  rebellion  within  the  province,  and  | 
an  iDfasion  of  Upper  Canada  by  persons 
from   the  United   States.     Not  a   fort- 
night elapsed  before  the  whole  country 
was  again   in  a  flame ;  and  before  the 
winter,  the  colony  was  made  a  scene  of 
horrors  at  the  thought  of  which  the  mind 
recoiled,  and  which  he  would  not  disgust 
and  weary  the  House  by  describing.    But, 
even  under  these  aggravated  circumstanes, 
was  it  a  fact  that  any  great  and  undue 
severity  had  been  exercised  ?     In  Lower 
Canada,  after  the  second  rebellion,  there 
were  arrested  altogether  855  persons.  They 
were  arrested  under  various  circumstances, 
and  the  evidence  against  many  of  them 
was  not  such  as  to  justify  prosecution.   In 
Upper  Canada  there  were  arrested  be* 
tween  1,100  and  1,200  persons.     Out  of 
those  arrested  in  Lower  Canada,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  brought  only  106  to 
trial.      But   the  hoo.   Gentleman  com- 
plained that  the  trials  of  those  106  took 
place  by  court-martial.  Unhappily  the  hon. 
Gentleman  knew  too  well,  and  particularly 
be  might  remember  the  case  of  the  mur- 
derers of  Lieutenant   Weir — that  if  the 
Government  had  proceeded  by  any  other 
means  than  by  court-martial,  it  would  have 
been,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
but  a  mockery  of  justice;  and  the  result 
would  only  have  been  to  afford  a  triumph  to 
men*  who,  though  unconvicted,  were  no- 
toriouslv  guilty  of  treason.    Of  those  who 
were  tried,  ninety-eight  only  were  found 
guilty,  of  whom  twelve  were  executed, 
and  fifty-eight  were  transported.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  would  fain  have  the  House  be- 
lieve, that  the  great  bulk  of  those  who 
suffered  were  French  Canadians  of  the 
Lower  Province.     What  was  the  fact? 
Why,  that  out  of  2,000  persons  arrested 
ID  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  there  were 
executed  in  Lower  Canada  twelve,  and,  if 
his  memory  were  not  at  fault,  in  Upper 
Canada,  seventeen.     That  was  the  total 
number  of  peraons;  and  he  need  hardly 


say,  that  the  Government  selected  the 
most  aggravated  cases,  and  those  that 
were  made  out  by  the  clearest  evidence. 
Of  the  whole   106,   seventy-eight  were 
from  Upper  Canada,  persons  who  coutd 
not  possibly  be  connected  with  the  French 
Canadians ;  and  he  was  bound  to  add,  that 
of  those  persons  also  there  were  manv  who 
owed  no  allegiance  whatever  to  the  Britiab 
Crown  ;  and  who,  without  having  asyaii* 
thority  from  the  government  of  their  own 
country,  were  engaged  in  a  murderouat  pre* 
datory,  and  buccaneering  warfare.    Suck 
were  the  persons  on  whose  behalf  the  boo. 
Gentleman  called  upon  the  Crown  to  ex« 
ercise  indiscriminately  the  prerogative  of 
mercy.    He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  there 
were  not  others  among  the  convicted  per- 
sons whose  cases  were  more  deserving  of 
consideration  than  those  of  the  peiaooe  to 
whom  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  referred, 
but  what  he  did  complain  of  waa,  that 
the   hon.  Gentleman   made  no  distinc- 
tion   between    the   ignorant  peasant   of 
Lower    Canada,   struggling   under   mis- 
taken   views    for    relief   from  unknown 
grievances,  and  those  persons  who,  coo« 
suiting  nothing  but  their  own  treaaooaUe 
dispositions,  their  lawless  wishes,  and  their 
thirst  for  blood  and  plunder,  did  withoat 
any  palliating  cause  invade  a  peaoefal 
province,  and  deluge  a  whole  country  with 
blood.     As  a  responsible  adviser  of  the 
Crown,  he  could  not  advise  her  Majealy 
to  take  the  case  of  those  peraooa  iaio 
consideration.    An  address  of  the  leria- 
lature  of  Canada  strongly  recommaaded 
her  Majesty  to  eitend  an  act  of  amneafy 
to  all  parties  concerned  in  the  late  nibe(» 
lion;   but  the  hon.  Gentleman  atopped 
short  of  this.  The  hon.  Gentleman  aboold 
have  gone  further  stiH.     Whjr  did  he  aak 
for  an  amnesty  towards  those  alone  who, 
having  given  offence,  were  now  suffering 
the  penalty  of  their  offences?     Why  did 
he  not  extend  his  demand  on  behalf  of 
those  who  from  fear  of  the  poeaible  coo- 
sequences  of  their  actions  suffered  a  volun- 
tary exile,  and  bad  never  appeared  at  all 
to  take  their  trial  ?     Why  did  the  hoo. 
Gentleman  limit  it  to  one  class,  and  that 
the  most  guilty  of  all?     The  Canadian 
legislature  recommended  an  amneaty  to 
all,  but  the  death  of  Lord  Sydenham  pie- 
vented   that  address  from  reaching  thb 
country,  and  it  was  only  in  NovemtKr  of 
the  last  year  that  he  (Lord  Stanlev)  re- 
ceived a  copy  of  it  from  Sir  Charles  oagot. 
I  On  iu  receipt,  he  wrote  to  Sir  Charles 
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Bagot,  pointtog  out  the  namber  of  pereoDs 
who  were  compromised  in  different  degrees 
ID  the  late  rebellion, — those  who  were 
under  attainder  and  outlawry  for  not  com- 
ing; in  to  take  their  trial, — those  who  were 
excepted  from  the  amnesty,  though  not 
coQTicted  of  any  crime, — many  also  in 
the  province,  against  whom  uo  steps  had 
been  taktn,  but  in  favour  of  whom  it  was 
desirable  to  extend  the  clemency  of  the 
Grown,  and  those  also  in  favour  of  whom 
the  hoQ.  Member's  motion  was  now  made, 
withoat  any  distinction  of  their  degrees  of 
goilt-  Some  of  these  had  been  trans- 
ported for  seven  years,  some  for  fourteen, 
and  some  for  the  period  of  their  natural 
lives.  The  sentences  of  some  had  been 
commated,  although  their  offences  were 
of  the  most  aggravated  kind,  such  as  war- 
ranted the  Crown  in  visiting  the  severest 
penalty  of  the  law ;  yet  it  was  proposed 
on  behalf  of  these  different  persons  to 
interfere  with  the  prerogative  of  mercy, 
and  ask  the  Crown  to  grant  pardon  to  all, 
without  inquiry,  and  without  any  dis- 
crimination of  their  different  degrees  of 
guilt.  He  hoped  he  had  not  said  any- 
thing that  could  imply  a  doubt  on  his 
part  of  the  truth  of  that  effusion  of  loyal 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  population  of 
Lower  Canada  to  which  recent  e?ents  had 
given  rise.  He  did  not  feel,  in  any  degree, 
the  slightest  reluctance  or  hesitation  in 
approving  of  the  course  which  circum- 
stances had  rendered  it  necessary  for  Sir 
Charles  Bagot  to  pursue ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  was  loth,  at  the  very  moment 
when  we  were  taking  such  steps — when 
we  were  giving  to  the  Canadians  the  prac- 
tical benefits  of  a  free  constitution — that 
we  should  couple  with  it  an  act  which 
would  amount  to  a  triumph  of  sedition 
and  treason,  which  would  bring  back  those 
persons,  whether  they  were  Canadians  or 
British,  or  those  who  had  been  Americans, 
who  had  justly  subjected  themselves  to 
the  penalty  of  the  law,  and  with  regard  to 
whom  her  Majesty  would  not  be  left  to 
form  a  judgment  of  their  several  claims 
according  to  the  information  that  might 
be  laid  before  her,  and  so  to  extend  the 
mercy  of  the  Crown  according  to  the 
nature  and  degree  of  their  several  offences 
and  the  punishment  they  had  already  un- 
dergone. He  did  hope  and  trust  that  the 
House  of  Commons  would  not,  in  regard 
to  such  persons,  attempt  to  take  the 
feaction  and  prerogative  of  mercy  out  of 
iIm  iModt  of  the  Crown,  and,  by  inter* 


fering  in  cases  where  gradations  of  offences 
and  punishment  existed,  and  no  unju»t 
punishments  had  been  inflicted,  at  the 
same  time  compromise  political  affairs  in 
Canada.  For  these  reasons  he  did  hope 
the  House  would  not  agree  to  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  while  her  Majesty 
was  prepared  to  receive  representations  in 
each  individual  case,  and  to  act  with  the 
utmost  leniency  towards  those  persons 
who  were  in  the  colonies:  and  here  he 
might  add,  that  out  of  those  who  were 
convicted  those  who  were  not  imprisoned 
had  tickets  of  leave,  which  amounted  to 
comparative  freedom.  While  this  was 
the  view  taken  by  her  Majesty's  advisers 
he  could  not  at  the  same  time  assent  to 
a  motion  which  had  for  its  object  the  in- 
terposition of  an  undiscriminating  mercy, 
and  the  reintrod notion  into  a  peaceful 
country  of  a  body  of  those  convicted 
felons. 

Mr.  Hume  supported  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bath.  Sir  Charles  Bagot 
himself  had  recommended  that  all  past  d if- 
ferences  in  the  pro?ince  should  be  buried 
in  oblivion.  He  recommended,  that  the 
future  Government  of  the  country  should 
be  carried  on  in  a  conciliatory  spirit.  Could 
that  be  interpreted  in  any  other  way  than 
that  there  should  be  a  removal  of  all  the 
irritation  and  excitement  which  would  be 
kept  up  by  the  relatives  and  connections 
of  these  unfortunate  men  in  Van  Diemen'a 
Land.  It  was  a  fair  inference,  from  Sir 
C.  Bagot's  conduct,  that  he  thought  an 
amnesty  should  be  granted.  These  men 
were  the  victims  of  bad  Government,  and 
for  that  reason  the  right  hon.  Baronet  de- 
served the  thanks  of  every  friend  of  hu- 
manity for  the  change  he  had  effected  in 
giving  a  good  Government  to  the  Canadas. 
It  was  an  opposite  course  of  policy  that 
had  raised  all  the  angry  feelings  they  had 
seen  excited,  till  at  last  actual  rebellion 
prevailed.  The  Government  would  do 
well  to  complete  the  good  work  they  had 
begun.  In  every  case  of  this  kind,  there 
were  different  shades  of  guilt,  but  as  the 
Government  had  admitted  the  evils  arising 
from  the  former  mismanagement,  he  hoped 
it  would  come  round  to  give  the  people 
that  which  alone  was  wanting  to  give  full 
satisfaction.  The  hon.  Member  for  Bath 
had  only  recommended  the  House  to  follow 
up  the  advice  of  Sir  C.  Bagot,  that  no  re- 
mains of  this  unfortunate  feeling  should 
be  allowed  to  exist.  He  admitted,  there 
waa  some  force  in  the  argument  of  the 
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noble  Lord,  that  there  wat  an  evident  dit- 
tinctioD  between  the  cases  of  the  men  who 
rose  in  Lower  Canada,  being  natives  of 
that  province,  and  those  who  entered  it 
from  another  country,  perhaps  only  for 
purposes  of  plunder.  He  admitted,  that 
an  indiscriminate  pardon  to  these  men 
would  be  unjust,  but  still  they  must  ba- 
lance the  inconvenience  of  their  remHioing 
aa  they  were,  against  the  effect  of  granting 
a  pardon.  He  thought,  that  where  there 
was  a  doubt,  mercy  ought  to  prevail.  If 
bis  bon.  Friend  had  satisfied  them  of  the 
recommendation  of  Sir  C.  Bagot,  and  had 
proved  that  the  whole  united  population  of 
Canada  asked  the  boon,  he  submitted  that 
it  would  be  a  wise  policy  to  advise  her 
Majesty  to  grant  a  pardon  to  these  un- 
fortunate  men.  Agreeing,  as  he  did,  with 
his  bon.  and  learned  Friend,  in  his  desire 
to  see  the  mercy  of  the  Crown  extended 
to  those  unfortunate  persons  ;  yet,  per- 
ceiving the  decided  opposition  with  which 
the  motion  had  been  met,  he  could  not 
advise  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  to  take 
the  sense  of  the  House  on  his  Motion.  He 
had  elicited  from  the  noble  Lord  one  most 
important  statement,  —  namely,  that  the 
noble  Lord  was  ready  to  consider,  indivi- 
dually, every  case.  That  was  yielding  in 
no  inconsiderable  degree  to  the  desires  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend.  He  regretted 
that  mercy  could  not  be  extended  to  all  ; 
but,  under  the  circumstances,  he  advised 
bis  hon.  and  learned  Friend  not  to  press 
bis  motion. 

Mr.  C.  BuUer  had  never  seen  any  no- 
tice of  motion  with  deeper  regret  than 
that  of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend,  be- 
cause, though  he  entirely  concurred  with 
him  in  the  practical  object  he  had  in  view, 
and  considered  that  it  would  be  an  act 
of  the  wisest  policy  as  well  as  an  act  of 
mercy,  and,  of  enlarged  justice  in  the 
Government  to  wipe  out  all  traces  of 
the  late  disturbances  in  Canada— still  he 
could  not  but  think  that  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  had  taken  a  course  by  no 
means  calculated  to  attain  the  object  he 
had  in  view.  It  was,  of  course,  with  the 
greatest  reluctance  that  he  referred  to  any 
of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
rebellions  in  Canada.  There  were  asso- 
ciations connected  with  them  of  which  he 
could  never  think  without  infinite  regret, 
and  which  led  him  at  the  present  moment 
to  abstain  from  alluding  to  the  horrors  of 
that  insurrection.  He  should  object  to 
the  motion  of  bis  boo.  and  learned  Friend 


in  any  caae,  aa  being  an  interfefwee  whh 
the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  whicb  vaa 
better  left  to  act,  aa  it  waa  alvaya  ready 
to  do,  on  its  own  sponlaoeova  good-will ; 
but  he  objected  to  the  motion,  also,  be* 
cause,  on  principle,  he  was  OMoaed  to 
the  interference  of  the  Imperml  Parib- 
ment  in  colonial  matters,  except  in  cases 
of  absolute  necessity,  and  as  a  last  re. 
sourse  against  an  ill-disposed  GovarD- 
ment.  He  must  say  that  be  could  see 
no  such  necessity  in  the  present  esse. 
There  was  no  case  made  out  of  tbs  go- 
vemment  of  Canada  obstinately 
thef  eeling  of  the  people,  or  tbe 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  province.  On  tbe 
contrary,  he  was  bound  there  publicly  to 
give  his  strongest  approving  te^timoay  to 
the  policy  which  had  recently  been  p«r* 
sued  in  Canada.  He  was  afraid  be  ahoald 
only  do  it  barm  in  the  eyes  of  a  majority 
of  that  House  if  he  were  to  say  tmii  be 
claimed  a  portion  of  the  credit  for  others: 
and  he  would  only  say  that  be  regarded 
the  recent  arrangements  wbicb  bad  given 
so  much  satisfaction  as  the  natural  ooase- 
quence  of  the  union  of  the  two  pronoees. 
[Lord  Stanley :  Hear.] -*  which  settled 
those  unhappy  questions  of  natioaality 
that  had  given  rise  to  tbe  distorbaoosa  ia 
one  of  those  provinces,  and  added  stieagtli 
to  the  local  Legislature.  These  were  the 
circumstances  which  bad  rendered  it  ab» 
solutely  necessary  to  have  an  execotive  in 
harmony  with  the  Legislature.  Bet  it 
depended  on  Sir  C.  Bagot,  the  present 
Governor-general  of  Canada,  and  on  those 
who  had  sent  him  out,  to  determiae  ia 
what  way  he  should  meet  the  new  aeees- 
sities  imposed  upon  him,— whether  he  was 
to  struggle  to  conduct  affairs  as  fersMr 
governors  had  done  and  oppose  for  a  while 
an  unavailing  and  mischievous  Ofiposition 
to  the  will  and  power  of  the  people  speak* 
ing  through  their  Legislature,  or  chcerfallj 
and  at  once  accept  those  necessities,  and 
without  a  struggle  adopt  a  new  and  better 
and  more  liberal  system,  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  conciliate  the  good- will  of  the  peo* 
pie,  while  he  yielded  to  their  inclinations? 
He  was  bound  to  say  that  Sir  C.  Bagot's 
government  had  taken  the  wiser  aad  saler 
course  ;  that  he  had,  in  a  manner  which 
could  never  be  more  than  sufficiently 
commended,  adopted  the  right  coarse, 
and  in  the  best  possible  way.  The  past 
acts  of  the  present  Government  in  Canada 
inspired  him  with  confidence  in  their  ad* 
1  ministration  of  the  affairs  of  the  piwvioee. 
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•nd  he  looked  to  the  future  with  equal 
security,  because  he  saw  in  the  appoint- 
ment which  her  Majesty's  Ministers  had 
lately  made — an  appointment  influenced 
by  DO  party  feeling,  but  resulting  from  a 
wise  selection  of  the  very  fittest  person 
that  could  be  found  in  the  country  for  so 
arduous  an  office — he  saw  in  that  ap- 
pointment a  guarantee  that  the  Govern, 
ment  of  Canada  would  be  conducted  on 
just  and  sound  principles.  He  must  say, 
theu,  there  was  nothing  in  the  conduct 
of  the  Government  at  home,  there  was 
nothing  surely  in  the  state  of  affairs  in 
Canada,  nothing  in  the  working  of  the 
new  system,  tried  and  proved  by  the 
recent  appointments,  nothing  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  people,  which  had  been  so 
eloquently  and  truly  described  by  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend—  nothing  above 
all,  in  the  preceding  acts  and  general 
public  conduct  of  the  new  Governor, 
that  could  create  any  distrust  of  his  in- 
tentions. He  would  not  now  enter  further 
into  the  question;  indeed,  bethought  the 
noble  Lord  had  entered  rather  unnecessa- 
rily into  some  of  the  details.  Having  sent 
such  a  man  as  Sir  C.  Metcalfe  to  govern 
Canada  with  a  free  Legislature,  and  an 
Eiecutive  in  harmony  with  it,  their  obvious 
duty  was  to  leave  him  as  unfettered  as 
possible.  Their  opinions  in  this  country, 
wise  as  they  might  be,  and  guided  by  the 
most  enlightened  principles,  could  have 
no  weight  in  his  judgment  compared 
with  those  which  an  enlightened  Gover- 
nor would  form  on  the  spot  when  conver- 
sant with  the  circumstances  with  which  he 
bad  himself  to  deal.  He  wished  to  incul- 
cate upon  both  sides  of  the  House  that  in 
this  case  there  was  no  reason  for  distrust ; 
on  the  contrary,  that  the  exercise  of  the 
largest  trust,  the  fullest  confidence,  was 
the  safest  and  most  prudent  policy  for 
tbem  to  follow.  If  he  found  his  expecta- 
tioos  disappointed— if  the  course  which  he 
thought  absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety 
and  harmony  of  Canada  was  obstinately 
rejected  by  the  new  Governor-general  or 
by  the  Government,  he  would  join  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  in  interfering  to  arrest 
their  progress;  but  so  convinced  was  he 
that  the  circumstances  of  Canada  were 
SQch  as  to  make  an  instantaneous  impres- 
sion on  the  mind  of  the  Governor-general, 
and  render  absolutely  necessary  that 
couree  which  he  was  sure  would  accord 
with  bit  own  just,  humane,  and  merciful 
dii|MNition,  that  he  felt  not  the  slightest 
VOLLXVI.    {SJS} 


hesitation  in  leaving  matters  entirely  with 
him  and  the  Government,  in  the  perfect 
confidence  that  the  House  would  never 
again  be  called  upon  to  interfere  with  the 
subject.  Under  these  circumstances,  he 
did  hope  this  motion  would  be  withdrawn. 
He  should  now  sit  down,  but  for  a  per- 
sonal allusion  that  had  been  made  to  him 
in  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Bath.  He  wished  that  hon. 
and  learned  Member  would  be  a  little 
more  cautious  when  he  thinks  it  necessary 
to  attack  persons,  and  that  he  would 
make  himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  facts  before  he  comments  so  severely 
on  them.  He  could  not  avoid  cheering 
the  observation  which  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  had  made  with  regard  to  the 
respectability  of  that  aged  gentleman,  Mr. 
Viger,  who  had  certainly  been  imprisoned 
for  a  very  long  period.  In  consequence  of 
this  cheer,  his  learned  Friend  had  thought 
proper  to  take  him  to  task  for  not  having, 
while  in  office,  released  Mr.  Viger.  Now 
he  could  not  discharge  this  gentlemen 
from  prison  for  the  best  of  all  possible 
reasons,  because  Mr.  Viger  never  was  in 
prison  during  the  entire  time  he  was  in 
Canada. 

Mr.  Roebuck,  in  reply,  contended  that 
his  motion  would  by  no  means  interfere 
with  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  inas- 
much as  he  merely  called  upon  the  House, 
by  an  humble  address,  to  pray  her  Ma- 
jesty to  exercise  it.  He  denied  having 
said  that  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  were 
in  the  councils  of  the  Crown;  what  he 
had  said  was,  that  the  leaders  of  the  people 
were  in  the  councils  of  the  Crown ;  and  it 
seemed  hard,  consistently  with  justice, 
that  the  poor  uninstructed  Canadians 
should  still  suffer  the  penalties  of  the  law. 
He  acknowledged  that  the  noble  Lord 
had  pointed  out  one  error  in  his  motion, 
and  that  it  must  be  confined  to  such  pri- 
soners as  were  subjects  of  her  Majesty, 
leaving  the  American  freebooters,  as  the 
noble  Lord  designated  them,  to  be  dealt 
with  on  separate  grounds.  He  should, 
however,  withdraw  his  motion,  his  object 
having  been  obtained  by  the  engagement 
of  the  noble  Lord  to  pay  attention  to  such 
circumstances  in  each  case  as  should  be 
brought  before  him. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  eight 
o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Thursday,  February  9,  1843. 

MiiruTBS.]    BiLiA    Pubhe,    Cmmmiitti  ami  Beporttd:-^ 
Law  of  Brkteiiee. 
frtyqit^l^-  E.  Jadoool^  Dhraitt. 

RiBBOKiSM  (Ireland).]  Earl  For- 
fescue  said,  before  he  put  the  questioD,  of 
which  he  had  given  notice,  perhaps  he 
might  be  allowed  to  state,  very  shortly, 
to  such  of  their  Lordships  as  were  not 
present,  the  circumstances  which  in- 
duced  him  to  trouble  them  on  this  sub- 
ject. At  the  spring  assizes  of  last  year, 
in  the  county  of  Armagh,  certain  persons 
were  prosecuted  and  convicted  of  ribbon 
offeDces,  and  in  the  course  of  the  trial,  ' 
one  of  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution 
named  Hagan,  stated  in  the  course  of  his 
evidence,  that  he  had  been  apprehended 
himself  on  a  charge  of  ribbonism,  in  the 
August  of  the  preceding  year;  that  he 
bad  been  let  out  on  heavy  bail,  and  had 
been  at  large  from  September  1841,  to 
February  1842.  He  stated  that  during 
that  period  he  attended  meetings,  wrote 
ribbon  letters,  and,  io  short,  used  every 
effort  to  entrap  persons  into  the  ribbon 
plot.  And,  he  added,  that  all  this  had 
been  done  with  the  knowledge  and  ap* 
proval  of  the  provost  and  magistrates  of 
SUgo.  When  he  made  this  statement, 
the  noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Wellington) 
declared  his  intention  to  institute  an  in* 
quiry  into  the  facts  deposed  to  by  this 
man.  The  noble  Duke  added,  that  while 
be  entirely  disbelieved  the  man's  statement, 
be  felt  (what  every  body  who  knew  the 
noble  Duke  must  be  certain  of)  the  great- 
est  abhorence  and  reprobation  of  any  such 
practice.  It  was  his  belief,  the  noble  Duke 
said,  that  an  inquiry  had  been  set  on  foot 
by  the  Irish  Government,  into  the  con- 
duct  of  the  magistrates :  and  he  was  per- 
suaded that  if  they  had  been  found  to 
have  sanctioned  such  a  practice,  they 
would  be  visited  with  the  severest  censure 
and  reprobation.  The  question  which  he 
wished  to  put,  was,  whether  this  inquiry 
had  been  made,  and  what  was  the  result. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington:  The  facts 
were  eiactly  as  stated  by  the  noble  Lord 
opposite.  A  person  named  Hagan,  who 
had  been  imprisoned,  was  a  witneu.  lie 
was  not  imprisoned,  however,  on  a  charge 
of  rihboniim,  but  on  that  of  illegal  com- 
bination, to  prevent  another  man  fnmi 
working.     When  io    prison  he  gave   m- 
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formation  to  tbe  prorost  and  ™*fii- 
trates  with  respect  to  ribbooisai.  He 
was  allowed  to  go  at  large  oo  bail  for  tlM 
oflfence  of  combination.  It  waa  eertaittly 
true,  that  be  gave  the  evideoca  itated  l^ 
the  noble  Lord,  and  in  consequence  thereof 
an  inquiry  had  been  instituted;  bat  tbe 
officers  who  conducted  tbe  inqatrj,  end 
the  highest  legal  authority  in  IrekMi, 
were  of  opinion,  that  tliere  waa  oo  fovo. 
dation  for  the  charge  against  tbe  pcovoat 
of  Sligo  and  the  other  magiitratea.  One 
of  the  magistrates  had  been  dismiaaed,  bot 
for  conduct  distinct  from  that  cbarved  by 
the  noble  Lord.  There  waa,  no  doubt  that 
the  magistrates  had  had  no  cogniaBce  of 
the  conduct  of  this  man,  nor  had  thej 
given  any  encouragement  to  it. 

Earl  Fortetcue  was  sure  that  the  whole 
of  their  Lordships  moat  be  eitmselj 
happy  to  hear  that  tbe  focta  aworo  Io  by 
Hagan  had  been  satisfactoril?  cleared  ap. 
He  begged  to  move  that  tlie  retara  of 
outrages  reported  by  tbe  Irish  cooata* 
bulary  for  July  1842,  which  waa  ordered 
by  the  House  on  the  8th  of  last  Aagaat, 
but  not  delivered,  be  delivered  forthwith ; 
and  that  the  like  returns  for  each  aab- 
sequent  month,  to  the  present  tioie,  he 
laid  before  tbe  House,  and  be  cootiaaad 
to  the  close  of  the  Session:  be  thoaght 
this  would  give  every  informatioo  oo  the 
subject.  He  begged  to  say  ooe  or  two 
words  on  another  subject,  Wheo  he  ad* 
dresaed  their  Lordships  at  the  doae  of 
tbe  last  Session  he  felt  it  his  datj  to  aai* 
madvert  upon  an  ex  offkio  preaacatioai 
which  had  been  commenced  agaiaat  aa 
editor  of  a  newspaper  of  Irelaad  by  the 
then  Attorney-general,  for  a  libel  oo  the 
Government.  Since  that  time,  the  k* 
mented  death  of  the  late  Master  of  the 
Rolls  had  removed  tbe  Attoniey-|coefal 
of  last  year  from  that  ofice  to  be  Maater 
of  the  Rolls,  and  be  could  wtah  that 
learned  judge  no  greater  aoeeeaa  thaa 
that  he  should  reach  the  repntatioQ  for 
impartiality,  integrity,  learning,  temper, 
and  all  the  qualiticatons  that  adorn  the 
hest  judge,  such  as  distingoishcd  and 
will  ever  hallow  the  memory  of  Sir  M. 
0*Loghlin.  He  had  learnt  with  great 
satisfaction,  that  the  6rst  act  of  the  new 
Attorney-general  had  been  to  accept  an 
apology,  instead  of  bringmg  op  for  jadg^ 
ment  the  editor  of  the  paper  coo vieted  oo 
the  occasion  to  which  he  had  alladcd.  He 
begged  to  offer  his  tnbote  of  thaaha  to 
the  Govemmeni,  aa  well  aa  hia  leaiaed 
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Friend,  for  this  act;  for,  in  hit  opinion,  from  endeavouring  to  discharge  his  duty 

he  thoQght  the  coarse  adopted  would  be  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience, 

more  likely  to  keep  the  liberty  of  the  On  that,  as  on  former  occasions,  he  might 

presa  within  the  due  bounds  of  fair  poli-  vote  in  a  small  minority,  but  he  was  not 

tieal  discussion,  than  the  highest  penalty  accustomed  to  consider  the  result  of  a  Par- 

which  an  Attorney-g^enersl  could  call  for,  liamentary  division    as    the  criterion  of 

or  the  severest  sentence  which  a  judge  truth,  or  even  as  a  just  indication  of  puh- 

coold  inflict.  lie  opinion.     It  had  been  said  by  Mr.  Fox, 

Motion  agreed  to.  ^^^^  ^"  manv  questions  the  minority  of 

the  House  of  Commons  spoke  the  senti- 

Tb«  Washington  Treaty.]     Lord  ^ents  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of 

Campbell  desired  to  put  a  question  to  her  England.     That  proposition  had  been  ex- 

Majesty's  Government  which  he  was  sure  empliliod  on  many  occasions,,  and  at  nre- 

ihey  would  6nd  neither  difficulty  nor  re-  8®°*  with   reference  to  free-trade  which 

locunce  in   meeting  with   a  satisfactory  ^as  viewed    with  detestation    by  those 

answer.     He  wished  to  know  whether  it  classes  of  the  community  who  were  at 

was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  onoe  the  mwt  numerous  and  the  most  im- 

introduce  any  bill  for  the  purpose  of  giving  l^'^*"'*  and  were  alone  qualified  to  form 

effect  to  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  '^^  unprejudiced  and    impartial    opinion 

Washington.     That  article  provided   for  T°  ,**"«  8ubject--.he  meant  the  produc 

the  reciprocal  giting  up  of  cHminals  who  ^'VV.^fT'*     Ju?  ^      ""^  ""{^'^"^h 

might  have  been  guilty  of  crimes  either  ^^'g^t  be  acceptoble  to  persons  having  fl^^^^ 

io  ^gland  or  America.^  This  treaty,  and  '°^^™^*'  ^"^  *^  *^^  7\t^^^  ^^  m* 

•  J    J  4L        .•  1    •  4-       u     L-  1-1  consumers.     They  mieht    be  acceptable 

indeed  the  article  m  question,  he  highly  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^\y^^  nioductive  clames 

approved  of  although  the  clause  in  ques-  jjed  only  thev  did  not  affect  that  par-' 

Uon  did  not  go  fcr  enough,  as  swindlers  [j^^j^  y^^J^  ^f  £,^d^  l„  ^hich  they  were 

ought  to  be  included  in  its  provisions.  An  themselves  engaged.    But  applv  ihoL  doc- 

act  of  Parliament  was  necessary,  since  by  ^.j^^  generally  (and  there  liuld  be  no 

the  common  law  of  this  country  no  en,  semblance  of  justice  in  them  if  they  were 

mio^  could  be  given  up.  and  the  lOlh  ,o  be  confined  only  to  some  classes),  and 

article  of   the  treaty  had  therefore  no  t^ey  would  be  found  universally  odious 

practical  enact.  and  injurious  to  all  the  productive  classes, 

U>rd  Aikburton  begged  to  assure  the  for  none  of  them  would  wish  to  compete  in 

noble  Lord,  that  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  home  market  with  foreigners,  who 

ibc  bearing  which  the  present  state  of  tha  paid  less  taxes,  and  oonsaquently  could 

law  h*d  upon  the  10th  article  of  this  provide  articles  at  a  mueh  lower  rate, 

troaty.    So  fully  was  be  impressed  with  Nor  would  the  productive  classes  tolerate 

iU  ioefficacy  under  the  present  sUte  of  the  system  of  trade  now  carried  on,  in 

the  law  that  he  bud  written  to  the  secre-  which  the  advantage  was  all  on  one  side, 

tar^  of  atate  in  America  to  say  that  the  without  any  appearance  of  reciprocity, 

article  in  question  bad  no  practical  effect  though  that  was  allowed  by  Mr.  Huskis* 

antil  it  should  be  confirmed  by  an  act  of  son  to  be  the  object  which  he  had  in  view. 

Parliament.  He  should,  however,  observe.  All  the  anticipations  which  that  gentle- 

that  although  aa  aot  of  Parliament  in  this  man   had  formed  seventeen  or  eighteen 

coantry  was  indispensible,  no  such  sane*-  years  ago  had  been  ftdsified  by  the  event, 

tioo  was  requisite  under  the  circumstances  and  in  proportion  aa  we  lowersd  our  scale 

to  Aflserica*  of  duties,  roreign  nations  had  tery  wiselv 

and  properly  increased  their  own.     But  if 

DiSTBisa   OF   THB  CocJNTBv.]]      Earl  he  wanted  evidence  that  these  free*trade 

SUmiopg  said,  he  was  aware  that  a  humble  doctrines  were  odious  to  the  people  at  large 

iadhidoal  like  himself,  who  was  entirely  he  might  point  to  the  late  general  election, 

aaooDBtcted  with  any  political  party,  could  where  a  triumphant  majority  was  returned 

•atartain  little  expectation  of  support,  and  in  support  of  protection  to  native  industry, 

aa  chance  of  success  in  any  proposition  and  not  merely  in  agricultural  districts,  or 

wUeh  was  founded  upon  views  aifferent  with  reference  to  Com^laws,  for  the  same 

firesa  those  that  were  generally  entertained  spirit  prevailed  in  towns  and  boroughs 

oa  hadi  aides  of  the  House  j  but  he  was  not  which  nad  no  direct  interest  in  land.    He 

dalartad  by  such  considerations,  or  by  the  had  rejoiced  in  that  result,  because  he  did 

which  he  might  encounter  not  apprehend  that  all  the  Ikir  promisee 
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and  foleoio  pledget  made  in  the  tofli 
of  1S41  vould  be  so  utterlj  disr^arded 
10  the  eosoiog  fnoter,  that  lo  oiaoj  of 
thoae  who  had  crept  into  Parliaaaeot  under 
falae  pretences,  coald  io  so  short  a  time 
exhibit  inch  base  lerrilitj  as  oerer  would 
be,  and  oerer  ought  to  be  forgotten  or 
forgiren.    The  views  of  the  present  Mi- 
nisurs  he  considered  aa  erroneous  as  those 
of  their  predecessors,  and  their  measures 
as  mischierousy  but  there  was  this  differ- 
ence betwet^  them  whidi  was  not  to  the 
adraotage  of  the  country — that  the  present 
Ministers  had  the  power  which  their  pre- 
deoemors  wanted,  of  carrying  their  policy 
into  effect.     It  was  well  kuown  to  their 
Lordshipf  that  he  was  strongly  opposed 
to  the  policy  of  the  last  Ministry,  but  be 
must  say,  the  country  would  hare  been  in 
much  less  daneer  if  they  had  continued  in 
olfice,  checked  by  an  orerwhelming  ma- 
jority in  that  Houiie  and  almost  a  majority 
in  the  other.    The  late  Ministry  were  in 
that  position  that  they  found  it  necessary 
to  be  cautious  of  pro|iosing  measures  which 
they  were  certain  they  would  be  unable  to 
carry.     Under   these   circumstances,   the 
change  of  Ministry  was  an    erent  most 
deeply  to  be  deplored,  for  by  the  conduct 
which  the  present  Administration  had  pur- 
sued, confidence  was  entirely  and  for  erer 
destruved.  the  last  ray  of  hope  had  distap- 
peared.  that  a  change  of  Minis'ers  would 
be  attended  by  a  change  of  meMSurea,  and 
now  they  had  the  strange  and  Ismeniable 
spectacle  of  the  r ei«el  of  the  State  nan. 
nted  by  Consenra*  irrs  and   beatintc  the 
Conservatire  flag,  steered  in  a  Whigawrse. 
He  did  not  a«sert  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman at  the  heail  of  the   Ministry  had 
acted  through  awe  and  intimidation  of  the 
clanM»ur  and  menaces  of  the  Anti-Corn- 
law  League.   He  assumed  that  his  conduct 
was   founded   u  on    conscientioUii  convii- 
tioo.  but  dates  were  sometimes   of   %ery 
great  imports  ce,  and  he  wished  to  know 
at   Mh.it    |ieriod   be   bad  arrived   at    that 
Cf*nscien  iouaci>n»iction,  th^t  thr  protection 
hitherto  extendrd  to  agricu  ture  was  exces* 
sive,  anil  that  it  was  retjuisite  or  ex|»tdi.*ot 
to   promise  a  measure  which,  he  himself 
allowed,  would  effect  a  considerable  dinii- 
Dutinn   of   that   protecti'n.     He    wished 
to  know  whether  it  were  before  or  after 
the  I'ist  election  ?     If  it  took  place  after 
the    general    election,    thrn    it    apprared 
that   a  persi»o    who  had   for  many   years 
been  the  leadrr  of  a  powerful  M*rty,  who 
had  been  Prime  Minister,  and  again  a<»- 


Imthat 

a 


late 

aa  to  the  aaaaat  of 
foe  the  prnspcnty  m  a^ricw' 
case  what  woe  they  to  tknk  of 
'  IfUwaahefoRthe 

.  it  a 
to  hare  stated  it  ia  Ua  pboe  m  Psriiai  iit 
prior  to  that  "  ^  , 

it  waa  incuasheat  cm  kias  to  have  4mm 
when  he  found  that  in  many  cMea  the 
presenutires  wete  choaea  vader  tha  is- 
fluenoe  of  a  groos  delosioa.  This  waa 
a  norel  caae,  for  there  waa  omt  rery  a 
logous  in  1828,  when  it  would  be  reonl* 
lected,  he  paraded  the  country,  wad 
ererywheie  receired  arith  coaspUaseata 
congratolatioos  aa  the  chawipioa  of  Att 
Protestant  foith.  Yet  in  the  foUowiag  year 
the  same  indiridual  came  forward  aa  Att 
adrocate  of  Catholic coaceiaiooa.    Let  hiai 


suppose  a  case: — Let  him   Mtppose  thai 
in  the  interral  George  4th  had  died,  ia- 


stead  of  lirin^r,  as  he  did  two  years 
and  that  a  general  election  had  talsM 
place  ?  what  «ould  hare  bean  the  molt } 
The  Protestants  would  hare  ntade  giaat 
efforts  to  return  a  majority  in  h,nmr  of 
their  riews,  and  would  hare  had  tha 
and  surprise  of  finding  in  the  nest 
all  their  efforts  were  fruatraled  hj  tiM 
rery  man  who  had  been  their  chaaspiaa. 
["  Hear,  hear.*']  He  waa  aware  that  tbair 
Lordships  might  consider  these  abler fa» 
tions  irrelerant ;  but  it  waa  neeenary  for 
bim  to  mention  them,  in  order  lo  ahaw 
them  the  position  in  which  they  won 
pbced,  and  that  if  they  sought  for  thai 
redress  which  waa  now  imperioualjr  de- 
manded at  their  hands,  and  urgealiy  re- 
quired for  the  safety  of  the  country,  they 
could  not  eapect  it  from  the  Meaihera 
either  of  the  late,  or  of  the  prcaeal  Ad* 
ministration,  but  mu»t  obtain  it  by 
own  independent  and  patriotic 
Let  them  seriously  consider  the  nselaacholy 
circumstances  under  which  they  were  aa* 
sembled.  Let  them  seriously  reflect  oa 
the  present  condition  of  the  country— a 
condition  which  was  daily 
awful  and  alarming — a  condition,  the 
sequencrs  of  which  must  be  fearful  in  their 
nature,  and  might  be  fatal  in  their  efliBCt 
results.     Some  indiration  of  that 


or 


pirad  to  that  situation,  had  not  till  that   lertained  as  full  a  conrictioa 


dition  was  giren  by  the  disturbaaoea  of 
last  autumn,  disturbances  which  had  not, 
except  in  North  Staffordshire,  the  cha- 
racter of  an  outbreak,  but  arere  BMrtly 
a  strike  for  wages,  accompanied  of  course 
by  84)me  acts  of  riolence.     But  he  atill  aa- 
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the  present  system,  if  allowed  to  con- 
tioue,  would  end,  as  lie  had  some  time 
ago  predicted  in  that  House,  in  a  ge- 
neral revolution — not  such  as  that  which 
was  styled  by  common  consent  the  glorious 
revolution  of  1688,  but  in  a  social  revolu- 
tion, accompanied  by  the  total  subversion 
of  our  established  institutions.  The  late 
disturbances  would  have  been  very  different 
in  their  nature,  in  their  character,  and  in 
their  ultimate  results.  If  the  new  Com* 
law  and  tariff  had  been  longer  in  operation, 
if  the  distress  of  the  manufacturers  had  ex- 
tended, as  is  now  the  case,  to  other  classes^ 
if  the  movement  had  been  general — if  the 
outbreak  had  been  simultaneous — and  if 
measures,  to  which  be  would  nut  further 
advert,  had  been  adopted  — it  was  his  firm 
belief  that  in  that  case  no  C'vil  or  mili- 
tary force  could  have  prevented  anarchy 
throughout  the  land.  From  these  dis. 
turbances,  a  very  important  lesson  might 
be  learned,  that  no  country  can  be  safe  un- 
less labour  is  protected.  This  principle, 
which  they  ought  always  to  bear  in  mind, 
was  distinctly  recognised  in  the  report  on 
the  handloom  weavers  in  1835.  No  mea- 
sure had  been  adopted  for  their  relief,  and 
what  was  their  condition  when  as  con- 
trasted with  what  it  was  at  the  earlier 
part  of  the  present  century  ?  It  appeared 
that  at  the  beginning  of  the  century  the 
bandloom  weavers  could  each  earn  26 j. 
Sd,  a- week  ^  in  1833  they  could  earn  no 
more  than  5^.  6d*  a  week.  In  the  first 
period  the  weaver  could  purchase  2811b.  of 
food  with  his  wages;  in  1833  he  could 
only  ptirchase  831b.  In  the  first  period  he 
could  pay  his  rent  by  weaving  6  pieces ; 
in  1833  he  could  only  pay  it  by  weaving  25 
pieces,  and  whilst  he  found  the  necessaries 
of  life  reduced  30  per  cent,  he  found  his 
wages  reduced  no  less  than  60  per  cent. 
This  was  an  instance  of  the  evil  resulting 
from  not  giving  labour  its  due  protection. 
Id  better  times,  the  existence  of  such  a 
system  would  not  have  been  tolerated 
either  by  Parliament,  or  by  the  people. 
Bat  it  was  not  only  the  state  of  the  hand- 
loom  weavers  that  exemplified  the  evil; 
the  state  of  the  silk  weavers  afforded  a 
decisive  proof  that  under  a  system  of  free- 
trade  there  could  be  no  protection  to  in. 
dostry.  He  recollected  that  in  the  very 
first  year  after  the  former  protection  was 
withdrawn  from  the  silk  weavers,  their 
wages  declined  50  per  cent.,  and  they  had 
never  yet  recovered.  It  was  said,  that 
liigfa  protective  duties  tended  to  produce 
fl«qgs;lmg.    He  granted  that  this  was  the 


case  to  a  certain  extent,  but  he  wished 
that  the  noble  President  of  the  Bonrd  of 
Trade  would  explain  how  that  principle 
could  apply  to  the  former  po>ition  of  the 
silk  weavers,  when  there  was  an  actual 
prohibition  of  the  import  of  the  articles 
which  they  manufactured  ;  and  when  in 
consequence  it  was  unsafe  to  deal  in  the 
article,  to  offer  it  for  sale,  or  even  to  ex- 
hibit it  publicly.  They  gave  to  the  silk- 
weaver  a  nominal  protection  of  the  per 
cent.,  but  it  was  in  fact  only  10  per  cent, 
for  on  paying  that  amount  abroad,  silk 
goods  could  be  smuggled  into  >his  coun- 
try, the  importer  taking  upon  himself  the 
expenses  of  the  tran>it  for  the  risk  of 
seizure.  But  whatever  differences  of  opin- 
ion might  exist  between  him  and  other 
noble  Lords,  on  either  hide  of  the  H(  use, 
as  to  the  causes  of  the  present  detnsa, 
there  could  be  no  difference  between  them 
as  to  the  extent  and  intensity  of  that  dis- 
trrss.  No  tongue  could  depict  ihe  ex- 
tent of  suffering  at  present  endured,  and 
the  consequences  which  might  follow  that 
state  of  suffering  had  not,  in  his  opinion, 
been  fully  appreciated.  It  seemed  to  be  re- 
presented in  the  spetch  delivered  from  the 
Throne,  that  the  distress  was  confined  to 
the  manufacturing  districts;  but  he  should 
be  glad  to  know  what  cla^s  there  was  in 
the  community  which  was  not,  at  that 
moment,  suffering  grievous,  nay  ruinous 
distress.  With  respect  to  the  state  of  the 
master  manufacturers,  their  condition  was 
the  natural  result  of  their  having  increased 
during  four  years  their  productive  power  to 
the  extent  of  more  than  50  per  cent.,  there- 
by creating  a  glut  in  the  markets  formerly 
open  to  them.  Such  a  state  of  thini;s  was 
the  consequence  of  over-production;  and 
shows  they  had  accumulated  vast  wealth 
under  that  system  which  they  were  now 
so  anxious  to  destroy ;  but  in  looking  at 
the  state  of  the  unfortunate  operatives, 
he  could  not  behold  without  the  deepest 
sorrow  their  destitute  condition,  'i'hat 
state  of  things  which  now  unhappily  ex- 
isted among  our  operatives  had  long  ago 
been  foreseen  and  foretold  by  a  person 
for  whose  opinion  he  entertained  high 
respect— he  meant  the  late,  not  the  pre- 
sent—Sir Robert  Peel.  He  said,  when 
speaking  of  their  employment — 

**  Thus  the  great  efforts  of  British  ingenuity, 
whereby  our  machinery  has  been  brought  to 
such  perfection,  instead  of  proving  the  greatest 
blessing  to  the  nation,  would  prove  its  bitterest 
curse.*' 

He  entirely  concurred  in  that  opinion. 
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and  it  was  with  great  aatisfiictioo  that 
he  had  listened  to  the  seotimeDts  which 
had  fallen  frooi  the  noble  Duke  near  hin 
(the  Duke  of  WellinKton)  in  a  debate  upon 
the  Corn-laws.  He  certainly  concurred 
with  that  noble  Duke  in  the  opinions  he 
tlien  urged  with  respect  to  the  effects  of 
machinery—in  diminishing  the  employ- 
ment and  reducing  the  wages  of  the  la- 
bourer. He  concurred  with  the  noble 
Duke  when  he  asserted  that  we  already 
possessed  too  many  of  what  he  termed 
"  inanimate  labourers" — labourers  which 
consumed  no  articles  of  produce  or  of 
manufactures,  and  which  did  not  contri- 
bute to  the  public  rerenue.  The  master 
manu&cturers,  he  would  contend,  contri- 
buted a  miserable  pittance  to  the  support 
of  their  labourers,  and  should  have  been 
assessed  for  their  support  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  by  which  human  labour  had 
been  superseded  by  their  machinery.  There 
was  one  clam  whose  interest  he  could  not 
overlook  while  upon  this  subject,  be  al- 
luded to  those  employed  in  fiu:tories,  to 
whom  full  protection  should  be  afforded. 
The  labour  of  children  even  by  a  ten  hours 
bill  should  not  be  permitted,  for  it  could 
not  be  exerted  for  that  time  without  serious 
detriment  to  the  health  of  the  children 
employed.  In  those  factories,  where,  as 
he  was  credibly  informed,  children  were 
doomed  to  worse  than  Ceyptian  bondage 
—to  slavery  more  borribk  and  revolting 
than  any  ever  practised  in  the  West  In* 
dies,— 20,000  were  annually  disabled,  and 
rendered  unfit,  not  only  fior  the  enjoy- 
ments, but  for  the  duties  of  life,  and  left 
to  become  burdens  to  themselves  and  their 
friends.  In  Spain,  a  despotic  country,  an 
edict  was  passed  in  the  year  1786,  forbid- 
dinff  the  employment  of  negro  slaves 
under  the  age  of  seventeen  yesrs;  and 
was  Spain  to  be  more  humane  than  this 
country  ^  Never  was  trade  in  such  a 
lamentable  state  of  depression  as  at  pre- 
sent. Money  was  plentiful  because  there 
was  no  opportunitv — indeed  he  mi^t  my 
no  expectation — of  employing  it  with  ad- 
vantage in  any  branch  of  productive  in- 
dustry ,'  indeed,  it  yieldea  now  only  3 
per  cent  instead  of  6  per  cent,  which  was 
the  rate  of  interest  at  this  time  last  year. 
The  shipping  interest,  too.  which  had 
been  cousidcred  by  their  ancestors  as  of 
vital  importance  to  their  maritime  power, 
and  therefore  to  their  insular  defence,  had 
been  diminishing  and  dwindliu)^  away  ever 
since  the  abrogation  of  the  navigation 
laws.    In  everj  portion  of  the  oountry, 


I  and  in  the  eohmies,  the  valoe  of  BmMVty 
had  been  depredated*  In  the  West  In- 
dies  two  estates  which  formerly  yieUad 
10,000/.  per  annom  each,  were  now  al- 
lowed to  go  oat  of  eoltivation,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  in&tnated  system  that  had 
been  pursued*  This  was  an  inatanee 
which  came  within  his  own  notice ;  and 
that  confiscation  of  property  which  wna 
there  consamoMted  was  fhst  proceeding 
in  this  oountry.  The  new  tarifT  had  been 
adopted  with  extreme  rashness,  and  with 
a  reckless  disrej^ard  to  conaeqnencea,  and 
no  opportunity  had  been  civen  to  Uioae 
whose  interests  would  be  injured  hf  it, 
of  being  heard  in  their  own  defence, 
Thi'se  measures  had  been  of  a  moat  retn- 
lutionary  nature — revolutionary,  at  tend- 
ing to  produce  changes  in  the  aocial 
arrangements  of  the  country.  Almost 
every  interest  had  been  affscted  by  timni* 
A  handicraft  workman  had  dednred  that 
he  had  been  obliged  to  discharge  Ms 
journeymen,  but  be  knew  not  what  wna 
become  of  them,  that  he  deeply  legiHtad 
the  drcumstance,  but  that  be  conhi  not 
compete  with  foreigners.  Although  thaw 
was  extreme  depression  in  the  nran  tnde^ 
and  that  artides  which  a  few  years  ago 
cost  17t  could  now  be  pmnchased  lor  tt, 
the  protection  duties  on  iron  had  been 
reduced.  Although  a  very  grsat  rednc- 
tioo  had  taken  place  in  the  pricea  of  com 
and  cattle,  yet  no  return  of  mannfiKnirinff 
prosperity  had  taken  pboe,  and  there  had 
been  no  alleviation  of  the  former  diatasaa. 
Although  com  had  been  imported  IngMil 
quantities,  and  would  not  nam  been  hm» 
ported  under  the  former  Com- law,  whieh 
were  not  required  for  the  wants  of  theoonn* 
try,  no  correspondioff  increase  had  taken 
pUoe  in  the  export  of  manufoctnrsd  goods; 
and  this  was  a  practical  refutation  of  the 
doctrines  of  free-trade.  Noble  Loida  opfn- 
site  bad  expressed  thdr  diinJcnsnrs  on 
finding  that  the  alteration  in  tne  Com-lnw 
did  not  occaaioo  an  immediate  rsdodton  in 
the  price  of  oorn ;  but  was  it  not  the  ftry 
object  of  a  Cora-Uw  propeHy  to  regulata 
iu  importatioa,  to  exclude  it  when  them 
was  no  need  of  it,  and  to  admit  it  at  necai 
sity  demanded  ?  Thdr  LAirdahips  nsight,  if 
they  so  pleased,  pass  legiabttvn  measnrea 
which  would  have  the  effect  of  annihihit* 
ing  thdr  own  reota»  He  did  not  queslien 
their  right  to  do  so,  but  he  did  quastian 
thdr  riglit  to  adopt  dmilar  msnsiin  s  with 
respect  to  the  interests  of  these  whe  had 
u<>  seata  in  that  House ;  and  he  did 

I  tab  also  thai  they  hnd  nn  ri|^  m 
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oieasiires  injorioutly  affectio|i^  the  righto 
and  intemto  of  the    labouriDg   classes^ 
who  were  not  repreteated  in  Parliament. 
At  present,  the  agricultural  labourers,  as 
well  as  the  manufocturiog  operatives,  were 
suffering  from  want  of  em  ploy  men  t>  and  in 
thoee  cases  where  they  were  employed^  their 
wages  had  been  considerably  reduced,  eren 
when  thejr  receifed  only  a  scanty  pittance 
of  9#.  per  week.    He  would  lay  before 
the  House  one  instance  of  agricultural 
diatresSy  of  which  he  had  been  personally  a 
witness.    He  had  attended  a  vestry  meet- 
ing in  January  last  year^  in  the  parish  next 
to  that  in  which  he  resided^  held  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  condition  of 
the  labouring  classes.    At  that  time,  there 
were  eight  or  nine  men  In  the  parish  out 
of  employment,  and  the  farmers  present  at 
oooe  agreed  to  supply  them  with  work.  He 
had  attended  another  vestry  meeting  in  No* 
▼ember  in  the  same  parish,  and  then  it 
appeared  that  there  were   forty-four  la- 
boorers  out  of  work,  and  the  farmers,  upon 
being  appealed  to  in  their  behalf,  said, 
''  We  have  plenty  of  work  for  them,  but 
we  cannot  employ  them,  as  we  cannot  pay 
them/'    They  learned  from  a  noble  Earl^ 
connected  with  the  northern  part  of  the 
kingdom,  that  in  Scotland  one-third  of 
the  landed  property  had  been  scattered  to 
the  winds.    By  that  declaration,  he  meant 
that  the  value  of  property  had  been  depre- 
ciated by  one-third.     They  had  seen,  too, 
creat  landed  proprietors  in  Ireland  mak- 
ingabatemento  from  their  rents  of  20  per 
cent,  in  one  case,  and   25  per  cent,  in 
another,  and  under  these  circumstances, 
could  they  expect  that  Ireland  would  re- 
main tranquil  P     He  thought,  that  those 
who  in  that  country  clamoured  for  a  repeal 
of  the  nnion,  would,  if  they  had  any  feel- 
ings of  gratitude,  send  an  address  of  thanks 
to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury ;  for  he 
had  done  more  for  their  cause  than  had 
efiected  even  by  the  exertions  of  the 
agitator  himself.     But  they  were 
told,  that  the  depression  in  agricultural 
prodoos  had  been  the  effect,  of  a  groundless 
fiaiiic  ;  he  denied  that  such  was  the  case, 
hot  assuming  it  to  be  so,  he  would  ask, 
how  and  by  whom  had  that  panic  been 
oecastoned?    Would  that  panic  have  oc- 
cofred,  if  the  former  Corn-law  had  been 
lef^  unaltered,  and  if  the  tariff  had  not 
beeo  enacted  ?  If  the  depression  had  arisen 
froB  a  panic,  those  who  had  occasioned 
that  panic  were  responsible  for  its  conse- 
and  for  the  enormous  losses  which 
heeii  anstainfid  by  the  cultivators  of 


the  soil.  If  there  was  a  panic,  it  arose  in 
part  ft'om  the  want  of  any  explicit  decla- 
ration in  regard  to  the  future  intentions  of 
the  Government,  but  their  expressed  senti. 
ments  showed  them  to  be  in  favour  of  a 
still  fiurther  advance  in  the  course  they 
had  lately  been  pursuing.  What  was  the 
declaration  of  the  Prime  Minister?  That 
he  entirely  approved  of  the  doctrines  of 
free-trade.  What  was  the  declaration  of 
his  Home  Secretary?  He  stated  that  the 
existing  Corn.law  was  not  to  be  considered 
a  final  measure.  What  had  been  said  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Control  ?  That 
protection  was  to  be  taken  away  at  once, 
objecting,  therefore,  as  it  would  appear, 
not  to  the  removal  of  protection,  but  to 
the  period  at  which  that  course  should 
be  taken.  Since  Parliament  had  met,  an- 
other declaration  had,  indeed,  been  made, 
but  one  very  unlikely  to  afford  satisfaction 
or  encouragement,  for  it  amounted  to  no 
more  than  this — that  it  was  not  intended  at 
present  to  alter  the  new  Corn-law  ;  but  no 
definite  pledge  was  given  to  the  country 
upon  the  subject,  and,  that  if  any  measure 
should  be  brought  forward  next  Session,  it 
would  be  in  the  same  spirit.  He  knew,  that 
by  an  immediate  adoption  of  free-trade 
principles  iu  all  their  branches,  the  downfall 
of  this  country  would  be  more  rapid,  but 
not  less  certain,  than  under  the  gradual 
advance  of  the  system  lately  followed.  But 
an  immediate  adoption  of  these  principles 
would  be  at  the  peril  of  those  who  pro- 
posed it,  for  to  say  nothing  of  the  pa- 
triotism of  the  country  in  opposition  to  such 
a  proposition,  a  sudden  and  violent  re* 
sistance  would  be  excited  amongst  the  pro- 
ductive classes  for  their  own  defence,  and 
Ministers  would  be  compelled  to  retrace 
their  steps.  He  did  not  wish  to  enter  upon 
financial  questions,  but  he  could  not  help 
cursorily  alluding  to  the  present  state  of  the 
revenue.  Their  Lordships  were  all  aware 
that  the  revenue  derived  from  the  excise  had 
always,  and  with  truth,  been  reckoned 
a  good  criterion  of  the  condition  of  the 
people,  and  they  also  knew  that  the  reve- 
nue from  that  source  had  declined  during 
the  last  quarter  to  the  extent  of  700,0007. 
compared  with  the  corresponding  quarter 
of  1841,  and  there  had  been  also  the  same 
decrease  compared  with  the  immediately 
preceding  quarter.  It  would  be  said  that 
this  was  one  of  the  consequences  of  manu- 
facturing distress,  but  there  was  no  greater 
depression  of  manufacturing  industry  in  the 
last  than  in  the  immediately  preceding 
quarter,  and  their  Lordships  would  remem^ 
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ber  also,  that  the  strike  had  taken  place  in 
the  third,  not  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year. 
The  increased  deficiency,  then,  indicated 
an  increased  want  of  power  of  consump- 
tion among  the  labouring  classes  of  the 
community.  It  could  not  be  the  result 
of  the  temperance  movement;  he  was 
himself  engaged  in  that  cause,  and  be 
knew  that  the  deficiency  was  not  the  result 
of  temperate  habits — not  the  result  of 
choice,  but  the' consequence  of  dire  neces- 
sity. But  he  would  maintain  that,  under 
existing  circumstances,  it  was  the  duty  of 
true  patriots  to  discourage  and  discontinue 
the  consumption  of  exciseable  articles  ;  and 
for  this  reason,  that  he  had  no  hope  or  ex- 
pectation whatever  that  the  present  admi- 
nistration, or  any  other  formed  from  the 
members  of  the  late  Admininistration, 
would  retrace  the  steps  they  had  taken  in 
the  direction  of  free-trade,  until  they  found 
by  experience  the  injurious  effects  of  such 
a  course  of  policy  upon  the  revenue.  And 
here  be  might  remark  upon  the  lament- 
able contrast  which,  in  respect  to  the 
state  of  the  revenue,  this  country  pre. 
sented  to  France.  In  that  kingdom  the 
revenue  was  increasing.  The  Government 
had  been  warned  by  the  example  of  this 
country,  and  had  wisel]^  followed  an  oppo- 
site course  of  commercial  policy  from  that 
which  we  had  adopted,  and  had  shown 
that  it  possessed  sufficient  patriotism  to 
protect  tne  interests  of  its  own  people.  Of 
all  the  various  questions  which  had  ever 
come  under  the  notice  of  Parliament,  there 
could  be  found  none  so  interesting,  so 
important,  as  the  means  of  providing  pro- 
fitable employment  for  the  labouring 
classes,  and  securing  to  them  a  due  remu- 
neration for  their  industry.  This  protec- 
tion, too,  the  productive  classes  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  demand,  and  unless  it 
was  fully  and  efficiently  secured  to  them, 
no  country  could  be  cither  prosperous  or 
safe.  It  could  not  be  prosperous,  if  those 
who,  from  their  immense  numbers,  should 
be  the  principal  consumers  of  all  articles, 
except  those  of  luxury,  were,  from  poverty, 
unable  to  purchase  them ;  and  it  could  not 
be  secure,  if  those  who  were  reduced  to 
destitution  became  desperate  and  disaf- 
fected, and,  as  was  the  case  at  present, 
the  ready  tools  of  political  demagogues. 
Unless  they  gave  protection  to  the  labour- 
ing classes,  they  could  not  expect  their 
allegiance ;  and  if  they  could  not  depend 
on  their  atttichroent,  they  would  have 
reason  to  fear  the  disorgauixation  of  the 
whole  hbric  of  society.    He  would  quote 


the  words  upon  this  subject,  of 
was  a  real  patriot,  a  Tory  of  the  tme  aad 
genuine  stamp  and  character,  not  omt  of 
those  who  called  themselves  merely  Coo* 
servatives— «  name,  by  the  way«  utimjr  de- 
void of  meaning,  he  meant  Sir  John  Bccket. 
[The  noble  Earl  read  ao  extract  fimn  a 
speech  made  by  Sir  John  Becket  at  Leedst 
in  which  he  stated  that  all  coosideratioBO 
were  inferior  to  the  consideration  of 
of  providing  employment  for  the 
that  peace  at  home  meant  oontentaMBt 
at  home — and  unless  fiiir  remuneiBtioa 
could  be  given  for  kbour,  there  could  be 
no  peace  at  home — there  never  would  be 
peace  at  home,  and  there  never  shouM  be 
peace  at  home.]  If  any  one  should  saj  thai 
he  too  lightly  assumed  the  practioabflt^ 
that  Parliament  would  grant  to  the  la- 
bouring classes  a  redress  oftheir  griefaaeeSy 
he  would  reply,  in  the  words  ^  an  illua- 
trious  and  immortal  statesman,  whose  aM* 
mory  he  revered,  whose  example  ought  lo 
be  emulated  by  all  succeeding  Minisiaia 
he  meant  Mr.  Pitt,  who,  tyeaking  of  a 
great  reduction  of  wages  which  had  taken 
place  said,  that— 

"  Parliament,  if  not  then  sitting,  shonld  be 
called  together,  and  if  it  cannot  redress  these 
grievances  its  power  is  at  an  end.  Tell  mm 
not  that  Parliament  cannot — it  is  onwipolent 
to  protect." 

[The  Earl  of  Radnor:  When  was  that 
stated  ?]]  It  was  stated  with  reference  to 
a  general  reduction  of  wages.  As  the  die* 
tress  which  now  existed  was  occasioned 
altogether  bv  legislative  measures,  sosae 
redress  coula  not  be  refused  without  the 
most  flagrant  injustice ;  and  such  was 
now  the  situation  of  the  countrr,  that  it 
could  not  even  be  delayed  witnent  ex- 
posing to  danger  all  classes  of  the  com* 
muiiity.  If  it  should  he  denied,  or  if  it 
should  be  too  long  deUyed,  then  would 
then  be  afforded  a  practical  arsumeat, 
which  might  be  unanswerable,  and  which, 
he  believed,  would  prove  to  be  irresistible^ 
in  favour  of  organic  changes  in  the  oonstttu- 
tion—- changes  of  which  he  did  not  under* 
value  the  danger,  but  which,  in  thooe  days, 
and  under  such  circumstances,  and,  upon 
the  principle  of  the  salus  fiopmli  being  the 
suprrma  Irx,  might,  with  all  thesed  angers, 
be  considered  necessary  to  the  salvation  of 
the  countrv.  Unless  the  rights  of  the 
labouring  classes  are  held  sacred,  no  other 
rights  would  be  respected,  and  no  property 
would  be  secure.  The  property  of  the  poor 
man  was  bis  labour,  and  to  tliat  he  was  aa 
much  and  as  justly  entitled  as  any  of  tlMir 
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Lordships  to  the  possession  of  their  estates. 
If  a  confiscation  of  property  did  take  place, 
it  could  afford  but  little  comfort  and  con- 
solation to  those  who  suffered,  to  learn 
that  it  was  effected  under  the  ordinary 
forms  of  the  constitution,  and  by  what 
was  called  an  act  of  Parliament,  eman- 
ating from  an  assembly  in  which  the  la- 
bouring classes  had  no  voice  and  no  re- 
preseotatiFes,  and  where  their  senti- 
ments were  not  expressed.  He  had  now 
stated  to  their  Lordships,  as  clearly  and 
concisely  as  he  could,  the  general  reasons 
that  induced  him  to  call  upon  their 
Lordships  to  take  into  their  immediate 
and  serious  consideration  those  means  of 
relief  and  redress  which  the  country 
required  — >  the  profitable  employment  of 
the  productive  classes  —  the  due  remu- 
neration of  industry.  He  had  never  been 
influenced  by  Actions  motives,  and  in 
taking  the  part  that  he  now  did,  he 
could  assure  their  Lordships  he  was  only 
induenoed  by  the  ardent  desire  that  they 
might  avert,  whilst  it  was  still  possible, 
and  even  at  that,  the  twelfth  hour,  the 
revolution  which  was  rapidly  approaching 
on  this  unhappy  and  ill-governed  country. 
If  he  had  only  been  desirous  of  collecting 
their  votes,  and  of  swelling  his  majority 
by  a  few  stray  supporters,  he  was  quite 
mware  that  the  course  for  him  to  pursue 
would  have  been  to  move  for  a  committee 
on  the  state  of  the  nation.  Such  a  mode 
of  inquiry  must  have  embraced  a  great 
variety  of  topics,  foreign  as  well  as  do- 
mestic, financial  as  well  as  commercial, 
and  must,  therefore,  in  itself  have  been 
unsatisfectory.  Nor  should  he  have 
thought  it  expedient  to  move  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Select  Committee.  He 
thought  that  such  a  mode  of  proceeding 
would  have  led  to  great  inconvenience, 
and  occasioned  a  very  dangerous  delay.  He 
most  say,  that  he  did  not  think  that  their 
Select  Committees  were  conducted  in  a 
ntisfiurtory  manner.  For  there  waa  a 
greater  disposition  to  confute  and  confuse 
witnesses,  instead  of  endeavouring  to  learn 
fects  from  them,  and  the  arguments  which 
they  founded  upon  them ;  and  thus  it  hap- 
pened with  respect  to  their  committees, 
that  the  ancient  fable  was  reversed;  for 
formerly  the  mountain,  it  was  said,  was 
delivered  of  a  mouse,  while  now-a-days, 
the  mouse  was  delivered  of  a  mountain. 
After  months  of  gestation^ after  hour  had 
been  passed  after  hour  in  minute  in- 
murieSi  there  was  always  seen  to  come 
rath  an.  immense  mountain,  consisting 


almost  entirely  of  chaff.  Few  would  ven- 
ture to  touch  it — none  would  undertake 
to  separate  the  few  grains  to  be  found  con- 
cealed under  the  huge  mountain.  The 
course,  then,  that  he  humbly  recommended 
to  the  House  was  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing,  with  greater  ad- 
vantage and  convenience  than  any  other 
form  of  the  House  would  allow,  a  subject 
of  such  importance.  There  would  be  an 
advantage  in  this  sort  of  proceeding,  as  it 
would  not  be  so  easy  to  evade  ar^ments, 
or  inquiries.  The  remedy  which  he  would 
suggest  would  be  a  restoration  to  that 
system  under  which  this  country  had 
nourished,  and  by  a  departure  from  which 
it  was  now  falling  into  decay,  and  would 
speedily  be  dissolved.  That  which  he 
would  propose  as  indispensable — as  the 
necessary  precursors  of  all  others — was,  the 
repeal  of  the  new  tariff,  and  the  repeal  of 
the  new  Corn-law.  He  was  aware  that  mea- 
sures for  those  purposes  could  not  originate 
with  that  House;  but,  then,  there  could 
be  no  objection  to  their  Lordships  passing 
a  resolution  as  to  the  propriety  of  such 
measures  being  adopted,  and  communi- 
cating such  resolution  in  an  humble  address 
to  the  Crown.  Or  noble  Lords  opposite 
might,  if  they  pleased,  propose  other  mea- 
sures more  adapted  to  their  views,  fiut 
their  Lordships  ought  not  to  be  deterred  by 
any  preconceived  opinions  of  their  own— by 
obstinacy  and  false  pride  from  doing  that 
which  their  duty  demanded,  and  Uie  in- 
terest, welfare,  and  safety  of  their  country 
required.  He  had  done  his  duty— perhaps, 
weakly  and  ineffectively,  but  still  sincerely 
and  conscientiously — in  bringing  this  sub- 
ject under  the  notice  of  their  Lordships. 
They  might,  if  they  thought  proper,  and 
without  regard  to  his  opinions,  persevere 
in  a  course  which,  he  could  not  but  feel, 
was  tending  to  ruin  and  revolutionize  this 
country.  If  they  continued  in  that  course 
they  would  have  to  thank  themselves  for 
all  the  consequences  that  might  ensue, 
whatever  those  consequences  might  be^ 
and  the  day  was,  probably,  not  far  dis- 
tant when  they  might  find  themselves 
involved  in  anarchy  and  confusion.  Their 
Lordships  could  take  their  own  course, 
but  they  would  be  answerable  for  the 
consequences  to  God  and  to  their  coun* 
try.  The  noble  Lord  concluded  by  moving 
ing  that, — 

**  This  House  do  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  into  its  most  serious  consideration  the 
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prtMot  condition  of  the  prod  active  classes  in 
the  United  Riogdoniy  with  the  view  of  pro- 
riding  for  their  profitel>le  employment  and  for 
the  due  remunermtion  of  their  industry.** 

The  Earl  of  Ripon  obeerred  that  there 
could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  motives  which 
had  induoed  the  noble  Earl  to  bring  this 
fubjeet  before  the  House.  Upon  many 
fermer  occasions  the  noble  Earl  had  mani- 
fested the  same  feelings  in  the  same  man- 
ner; and,  in  the  co  irse  of  the  Spe«h  that 
he  had  now  addressed  to  their  Lordships, 
he  had  given  expression  to  generous  senti- 
ments>  in  whidi  all  were  disposed  to  agree 
—to  some  political  truisms  which  no  one 
was  disposed  to  controvert,  but  at  the 
sane  time  the  noble  £arl  had  also  given 
utterance  to  many  erroneous  doctrines. 
But  there  was  one  merit  which  his  noble 
FHead  appeared  to  claim,  and  which  he 
oouM  not  permit  his  noble  Friend  to  daim 
eidusivtly,  in  his  leal  for  monopolv,  and 
that  was  the  peeper  feeling  by  whidi  the 
Legiabture  oi^t  to  be  influenced.  His 
BoQe  Friend  seemed  to  him  to  impute  to 
them,  not  only  gross  tgnoranoe  of  the  in- 
tectsis  of  the  country,  but  also  a  culpable 
IndMhrence  to  that  painful  state  of  distress 
which  everr  one  must  a^nowledge,  and 
iHat  it  would  be  almost  an  insult  to  denj. 
But.  Ihen«  he  could  not  admit  that  the 
Cbvernment  of  which  he  fbnned  a  part, 
nor  wouM  he  admit  with  regard  to  the 
two  Houses  of  Parliament,  that  his  noble 
Friend  was  entitled  to  claim  for  himself  a 
monopoly  of  feeling  for  the  poor,  or  that 
MInuters  and  Parliament  were  to  be  held 
up  to  the  people  of  this  country  as  if  they 
were  indinerent  to  the  situation  of  the 
empire,  or  to  the  difficulties  that  might 
affiict  it.  He  begged  to  protest  against 
that  doctrine;  and  if  he  onjected  to  the 
motion  of  his  noble  Friend,  he  said  that 
for  so  doing  it  would  not  be  right  to  im- 

Cte  to  that  course  all  that  anarchy,  and 
It  tremendous  revolutioo,  with  the 
approach  of  which  they  were  threat- 
eoed,  and  of  the  arrival  of  which  his 
noble  Friend  felt  so  sure.  He  confessed 
that  it  appeared  to  him  that  his  noble 
Friend  took  a  most  injudidotis  course 
in  the  mode  which  he  recommended  them 
to   adopt.    I  Friend  said  that 

he  would  not  the  appointment 

of  a  o     nittee      cne  wnde  House  to  con- 
cne  St  the  nation,  becanse  that 

uid  mem   into  an  inquiry  that 

In       4  e,  and  as  involving  all 

,  PD  and  domestic, 

,  and  thereiore  it 


would  be  impossible  that  such  an  iMpwf 
could  be  attended  with  advantages.  And 
then  his  noble  Friend  said  he  wouM  not 
call  for  the  appointment  of  a  select  eom- 
mittee,  because  these  select  oommittees 
conducted  their  inquiries  in  sudi  a  msnner, 
that  it  was  utterly  impossible  that  the  f»- 
suit  should  be  satisfectory.  He  said  that 
they  examined  witnesses  for  the  purpose 
of  confuting  and  confounding  tbmm,  wmd 
that  ther  piroduced  a  collection  of  r^orts 
that  nobodj  read;  and  then  Ua  aeUe 
Friend  gave  as  a  singular  illnstratieu  of 
the  efiects  of  thdr  hOiouni  that  the 
moujie  produced  a  mountain.  But  dMtt, 
if  they  had  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  as  it  was  suggested  by  Us  Bible 
Friend,  and  if  that  committee  wcve  to 
examine  into  multiferioim  maHrrs»  each 
as  had  been  suggested,  what  seewity 
could  his  noble  Friend  give  to  that  Ho«sn 
that  his  committee  woold  not  also  he  a 
mouse,  and  that  a  report  ef  the  eafliian- 
tions  which  came  from  them  wouM  net  fets 
such  a  Bsountain  of  chaff,  as  that  wUeh 
the  noble  Earl  said  wodd  prooeed  fresi 
their  select  committee.  There  wodd  he 
no  advantage  in  the  mode  piepoisd  by  kas 
noble  Friend ;  but  there  would  be  disnl* 
vantages  without  end  if  ther  entsrad  upau 
such  an  inouiry,  and  carriea  it  oo  by  each 
a  mode  of  proceeding  aa  wooM,  ia  his 
opinion,  be  most  unsuited  to  the  eml 
soaglit  to  be  acoomplisiied.  His  Behle 
Friendf  indeed,  might  cease  dovo  theto 
day  after  day,  wedi  afler  week,  isolh 
after  month— he  might  oummeoee  tMmg 
at  an  early  hour  in  the  asoniiaf  ,  and  m 
on  until  a  late  hour  every  eveoiof  with  tie 
inquiry,  but  how  that  oouM  end  io  the 
adoption  of  all  the  doctrinea,  and  the  snoe* 
tion  of  all  the  wrong  principles  aiownd  by 
his  noble  Friend,  he  coold  net  difine 
How  was  hb  noble  Friend  to  bring  fsrth  nU 
those  results  from  the  eimminntioa  ef  the 
witnesses  ?~for  though  hie  noble  Fkisad 
might  preside  at  the  inmirT,  he  osaid 
not  prevent  other  Loros  mm  gni^g 
into  the  advocacy  of  their  epiniene, 
and  seeking  to  establish  them  hy  tiw 
examination  of  the  witnesses,  and  thw 
they  would  only  have  an  inquiry  with* 
out  end,  without  meaning,  and  withent 
an  object — a  mere  mockery  and  delusien 
upon  the  public — an  inquiry  that  oeold 
attain  no  desiimble  result,  and  lend  to  no 
practical  point  whatsoever.  The  mere 
statement  of  such  a  mode  of  prsoeoding 
was,  he  thought,  soflkient  to  iSMoeo  their 
Lordshipa  nst  to  concar  in  ikk 
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But,  there  had  been  some  poiDts  in  the 
speech  of  his  noble  Friend  to  which  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  refer.  His  noble 
Friend  had  indulged  in  language  that  was 
se?ere  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  of  his  right 
hon.  Friend  the  head  of  that  Government. 
This  was  not  the  first  time  in  which  the 
noble  Earl  had  charged  his  right  hon. 
FHend  with  a  supposed  duplicity,  and  with 
holding  out  false  pretences  and  ^Ise  co- 
Umn,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  the 
people  to  send  to  Parliament  a  body  of 
gentlemen  difiering  in  principle  from  the 
Government  that  had  recently  existed.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  noble  Earl 
attributed  to  his  right  hon.  Friend  a  deli- 
berate and  base  design  to  deceive.  No,  his 
noble  Friend  did  not  say  that  precisely  ; 
but  then  there  was  something  very  like 
that  in  his  insinuation.  [Earl  Stanhope : 
No.]  Then  he  did  not  understand  what 
his  noble  Friend  meant.  He  could  not  for 
the  life  of  him  understand  how  his  noble 
Friend  could  throw  out  the  statement  he 
bad  done,  and  yet  not  mean  to  convey 
that  deception,  and  wilful  deception,  had 
been  practised  upon  the  country.  As  to 
his  right  hon.  Friend,  he  said  of  him,  as 
a  Friend  and  a  Colleague,  and  it  was  no 
mere  compliment  to  his  right  hon.  Friend, 
while  he  protested  against  the  injustice, 
and  a^nst  the  injurious  attack  made  on 
hiiD,  It  was  no  compliment  to  say  of  his 
right  hon.  Friend  that  he  was  an  honest 
nuoi,  for  no  man  who  was  not  honest  was 
it  to  be  a  Minister  of  this  country.  He 
protested  against  the  monstrous  charge 
laade  against  his  right  hon.  Friend ;  and, 
08  the  part  of  his  hon.  Friend  and  Col- 
league, he  said  that  never  was  there  an 
imputation  more  unjust  and  more  un. 
mnded  than  that  which  had  been  levelled 
by  the  noUe  Eari  against  his  right  hon. 
Friend.  As  a  man,  and  a  Colleafiue,  he 
and  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  this,  that 
there  never  had  been  one  expression,  one 
SMttment  uttered  by  him,  where  the  place 
or  the  mcesrity  called  for  it,  within  the  last 
?ear«aad  a  half,  difiering  from  opinions 
bsfers  maintained  by  him.  He  maintained 
this,  too,for  himself.  The  arguments  he  now 
used,  and  the  principles  he  now  acted 
vpon,  be  had  before  now  employed  and  ad- 
vocated. He  had  always  maintained  that 
the  restrictive  principles  which  prevailed 
ia  this  coontry  had  produced  the  greatest 
peadbie  evils,  and  that  it  would  be  for  the 
lateest  of  the  coQntrT  to  modify  them. 
Thil  hi  had  always  maintained,  and  in  any 


question  that  had  been  brought  forward 
within  the  last  year,  he  defied  his  noble 
Friend  to  lay  his  finc^er  upon  any  one  sen- 
timent uttered  by  him,  in  that  time,  that 
was  in  opposition  to,  or  that  was  not  con- 
formable to  principles  which  he  had  laid 
down  before.  He  knew  that  his  principles 
did  not  go  the  length  of  many  other  of 
their  Lordships ;  but  what  he  now  stated, 
he  stated  with  regard  to  his  own  principles, 
and  by  those  principles  he  was  prepared  to 
abide.  But  then  his  noble  Friend  had 
illustrated  his  own  principles  by  one  or  two 
points.  The  first  point  then  taken  by 
his  noble  Friend  in  illustration  of  his 
opinioqs  was  the  question  of  the  silk 
trade,  and  that  trade  the  noble  Earl  said 
had  been  entirely  ruined  by  the  system 
of  free  trade.  Was  it  true  that  the  system 
of  free  trade,  as  regarded  the  silk  trade, 
was  hostile  to  the  interests  and  progress  of 
that  trade?  The  duty  that  had  formerly 
been  imposed  upon  that  article  was  ex- 
tremely nigh.  It  was  said,  at  the  time  of 
taking  off  the  prohibition,  that  it  would 
reduce  the  silk  manufacturers  to  the  greatest 
possible  distress.  Now,  he  wished  to  know 
from  his  noble  Friend  whether  or  not  he 
had  ever  heard  of  distress  in  Spitalfields 
before  the  alteration  of  the  duties  ?  Did 
he  never  hear  of  distress  when  the  silk 
manufacturer  had  that  which  his  noble 
Friend  considered  the  benefi  tof  absolute  pro- 
hibition. And,  then,  his  noble  Friend  talked 
of  their  '*  rude  bold  ancestors/'  who  would 
never  have  consented  to  free  trade— who 
would  not  be  content  with  aught  less  than 
Aill  protection  at  the  least,  if  not  absolute 
prohibition.  Why,  if  his  noble  Friend 
would  go  back  to  the  days  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, he  would  not  find  prohibition,  but  a 
very  large  consumption  of  foreign  silk  in 
this  countrv.  He  spoke  not  with  certainty, 
but  off-hand,  when  he  said  that  the  first 
time  they  heard  of  prohibition  *was  in  the 
middle  of  the  last  century.  The  policy 
which  his  noble  Friend  advocftted  was  not 
one  firom  which  he  could  derive  much  sup- 
port in  *'  the  wisdom  of  their  ancestors." 
But  then  he  asked,  was  it  true  that  the 
silk  trade  had  sufiered  so  much,  as  his  noble 
Friend  afiHrmed  ?  Where,  he  asked,  was 
the  proof  of  the  impolicy  of  lowering  the 
duties?  Could  it  be  shown  in  the  contrac- 
tion of  the  trade  in  a  single  locality,  where 
it  used  to  exist  ?  On  the  contrary,  had  It 
not  extended  from  London  to  a  great  variety 
of  places  where  it  had  not  b^n  before-— 
for  instance,  to  Macclesfield,  and  Mandies^ 
ter^  and  Coventry  ?    This  he  could  show 
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bj  ptpen,  which  he  woald  ahortlv  hy  on 
toeir  Lordships'  table.  They  would  prove 
that,  in  a  series  of  years,  he  did  not  say  in 
one  year,  the  quantity  of  silk  maDufactured 
in  this  country  had  greatly  increased.  And 
since  the  alteration  in  the  law,  he  could 
show  that  there  had  been  an  infinitely 
greater  increase  than  before.  What  he 
wanted  to  prove  was  the  extension  of  the 
trade.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  every 
manu^turturer  was  in  the  same  state  of 
prosperity,  or  that  the  weavers  were  all  well 
employed;  but  they  must  deal  in  generals, 
ana  not  reason  upon  single  instances.  That 
increase  in  the  trade  was  the  consequence 
of  the  alteration  in  1825,  which  his  noble 
Friend  so  much  decried.  But  then  his 
noble  Friend  declared  that  they  were  going 
to  destroy  the  profits  of  the  iron  trade. 
His  noble  Friend  supposed  that  there 
would  be  no  more  iron,  because  in  the 
coarse  of  the  la&t  Session,  and  in  the  new 
tariff,  there  was  a  reduction  in  the  duly 
upon  raw  iron.  Now  he  must  say  to  his 
noble  Friend  that  he  wondered,  where  he 
got  hb  information  as  to  how  the  state  of 
the  iron  trade  was  affected.  His  noble 
Friend  knew  the  value  of  the  argument, 
post  hoc,  propter  hoc,  and  he  was  sure  his 
noble  Friend  knew  now  to  apply  it  in  this 
case.  There  might  be  a  depression  in  the 
iron  trade,  but  it  was  not  owing  to  the 
lowering  of  the  duty.  The  duty  had  been 
reduced,  bat  then  no  more  iron  had  come 
in  under  that  reduced  duty  than  had  come 
in  during  the  previous  year  under  the 
higher  duty.  How,  then,  did  this  fact 
correspond  with  the  assertion  of  his  noble 
Friena  as  to  thousands  of  additional  tons 
being  imported,  and  then  applying  to  his 
assertions  those  doctrines  which  be  had 
alluded  to  before?  It  was  but  mere 
fimcy.  They  then  came  to  the  tariff, 
and  they  had  heard  much  on  this  subject 
as  to  the  CUl  in  the  price  of  cattle.  By 
law,  the  importation  of  them  had  now 
been  allowed  for  six  or  seven  months. 
How  many  were  during  that  time  im- 
ported? Of  oxen  about  3,126.  That  was 
the  number  of  cattle,  against  the  importa- 
tion of  which  it  was  said  that  they  ought 
to  be  protected.  But  then,  how  did  this 
•peculation  answer  with  the  importers? 
He  did  not  know  any  one  who  bought 
the  animals ;  he  believed  they  had  been 
•old,  and  he  presumed  that  some  of  them 
had  been  eaten.  He  did  not  know  the  sums 
that  might  have  been  given  for  them 
Some  of  them  came  from  Spain ;  some  were 
animala  fifteen  yean  old;  some,  the  greater 


part  of  their  term  had  been  need  at  the 
plough,  and  were  very  unfit  fur  these 
markets,  and  when  they  came  here,  lie 
believed  they  were  sold  for  little  or  nothiag. 
But  then,  would  any  one  say  that  the  pre- 
sent  diminution  in  the  price  of  meat  was 
to  be  attributed  to  the  importation  of  three 
thousand  head  of  cattle?  Wae  it  to  be  and 
this  could  effect  even  the  markets  of  Smitli* 
field  alone,  where  there  was  aoM  item 
170,000  to  180,000  head  of  oitOe  every 
year  ?  Were  they  to  ascribe  vast  ooaM- 
quences  to  such  a  trifling  caose }  It  araa 
quite  true  in  history  that  finom  triliag 
causes  they  might  trace  great  eibcta ;  bat 
he  believed  it  was  not  so  in  politieal  aea- 
nomy.  But  then  a  complaint  waa  OHide, 
not  only  as  to  the  importation  of  oxeo, 
but  of  other  animals.  Hb  noble  Friead 
was  in  a  perfect  agony  upon  the  iaport^ 
tion  of  pigs.  And  his  noUe  Friead  aad 
others  even  calculated  how  maiiy  quarters 
of  barley  were  freely  imported  ia  the 
shape  of  pigs.  He  thought  his 
Friend  carried  this  argument  to  a 
extent,  when  there  had  been  an  iaper- 
tation  of  only  415  pigs.  He  did 
know  how  many  quarters  of  barley 
used  to  fiitten  those  pigs;  or  whether 
or  not  thev  were  at  all  ht.  Bat  diea 
his  noble  Friend  might  tell  theas  of  ffhat 
might  be  the  dire  cooseouearea  of  aoeh 
things  should  they  happen  nereaftar.  At  all 
events,  his  noble  Fnend  would  call  apoa 
their  Lordships  to  undertake  an  laqoiry 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  a  law 
which,  if  they  were  to  jiKlge  by  their 


experience,  aid  not  renlise  hb  auprshaa 
sions.  Then,  his  noble  Friend  had  alhsded 
to  gloves,  and  he  aflirmed  be  took  it  Ibr 
moted  that  what  they  had  dooe  wmul 
lead  to  the  unavoidable  ruin  of  that  aar* 
ticular  branch  of  manufactore.  Ifa  aad 
himself  been  in  a  verv  grave  osaaner  tald, 
bv  those  interested  m  thb  naaoAictore, 
that  the  reduction  of  the  doty  woald  be 
the  ruin  of  the  glove-trade  ia  Woroe^ler ; 
that  they  would  be  inundated  by  Preach 
gloves ;  that  the  importation  of  theoi  would 
be  enormous.  He  had  then  said  that  he  did 
not  believe  that  the  conseqaeocea  woald 
be  so  fatal^-and  he  pointed  oot  the  addi* 
tiooal  quantity  which  hitherto  had  beea 
imported,  that  it  must  go  on,  aad  that 
there  never  would  be  an  end  to  the  saiog* 
gling  in  that  article.  He  was  told  that  It 
was  quite  impossible  this  could  be  the* 
His  answer  was  that  he  knew  that  it 
carried  on  to  a  verv  areat  exteat*  Oaa 
of  the  parties  who  aad  •trsagly  aifsd  Ua 
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FiewSyio  oppoeition  to  thoae  entertaiDed 
by  himself,  called  on   him  a  few  weeks 
afterwards,  and  said  that  he  had  made 
inquiries  on  the  Continent,  particularly  in 
France,  and  was,  in  consequence,  convinced 
that  his  (the  Earl  of  Ripon's)  views  were 
light,  and  that  he  thought  it  due  to  him- 
self, as  an  honest  man,  to  call  upon  him  to 
say,  that  from  the  inquiries  he  had  made 
amongst   the  foreign   manufacturers,   he 
was  right,  and  that  the  only  chance  of 
preventing  smuggling  was  by  lowering  the 
duties.     [Earl  Stanhope:  Or  prohibition.] 
Prohibition  was  the  panacea  of  his  noble 
Friend  for  everything.     If  they  put  on  a 
high  duty  they  could  not  prevent  smug- 
gling ;  and  if  they  had  prohibition  they 
could  not  prevent  it.      Before  the    law 
allowed   the  importation   of  silk  —  when 
DO  duty  whatever  was  received — there  had 
been  smuggling  of  French  silks,  notwith- 
standing the  prohibition  to  import  it.  The 
smuggling  had  been  more  actively  carried 
on  then  than  it  had  ever  been  since,  and 
there  was,  besides,  the  mischief  that  uo  re- 
venue was  received  upon  the  silk  imported. 
His  noble  Friend  seemed  to  fancy  that 
because  a  thing  was  prohibited  by  law  it 
could  be  kept  out  in  fact.  His  noble  Friend 
bad  the  same  riews  as  to  other  articles  of 
manufacture.     At  this  very  moment  he 
could  show  his  noble  Friend  a  letter,  for  he 
would  like  him  to  be  conrinced :  he  should 
feel  more  than  ordinary  pleasure  in  being 
able  to  conrince  his  noble  Friend,  because 
he  knew  that  that  was  the  most  difficult 
thing  in  the  world.     Now,  he  could  shew 
bis  noble  Friend  a  letter,  in  which  a  party 
undertook  at  this  moment  to  import  any 
quantity  of  silk  at  12|  per  cent,  when  the 
duty  was  30  per  cent.      Did   not  that 
prove  that  the  facility  for  smuggling  was 
very  great  ?     His  noble  Friend  might  rest 
assured  that  smuggling  was  by  no  means 
a  matter  of  light  consequence.    Smuggling 
was  the  root  of  all  sorts  of  crimes,  and 
could  not  be  carried  on  without  leading  to 
the  most  dreadful  consequences.    Conflicts 
took  place  between    parties — blood  was 
shed — life  was  lost.    It  was  pregnant  with 
many  evils;   and  if  once  the  people  got 
into  the  habit  of  violating  the  law — when 
that  once  became  the  prevailing  feeling 
with  the  population — then  he  would  ven- 
ture to  say  that  there  would  no  longer  be 
security   for    life    or  property.      In  his 
opinion,  smuggling  was  one  of  the  greatest 
evils  by  which  a  country  could  be  af- 
iicced.      His  noble    Friend    also   called 
upoii   tliem   to   repeal   the   Tariff  and 


the    Corn-law,    from    which   he  did  not 
seem   to  anticipate  any  great  advantage. 
[Earl  Stanhope :   To  repeal  the  last  Corn- 
law.]     If,  then,  his  noble  Friend  induced 
their  Lordships  to  repeal  the  last  Corn- 
law  ',  if  he  could  persuade  their  Lordships 
to  get  rid  of  that  law,,  which  he  was  pre- 
pared to  show  had  worked  well,  (he  might 
be  wrong  in   that  opinion ;  but  he  was 
prepared  to  show  that  he  had  good  grounds 
for  the  assertion  he  made) — but  then,  if  hia 
noble  Friend  could  induce  them  to  repeal 
the  last  Corn -law,  were  they  to  go  back 
to  that  which  was  avowed  to  be  worse  ? 
Would  he  prefer  that  to  the  last  Corn-law? 
[Earl  Stanhope :  He  did ;  he  would  have 
the  one  before  that]    Were  they,  then, 
not  only  to  repeal  the  existing  Corn-law, 
and  the  Corn-law  of  1828,  but  go  to  the 
Corn-law  of  1815.    [Earl  Stanhope:   To 
that  of  1822.]     It   was  much  the  same 
thing.      The    inquiry   proposed    by    the 
noble  Lord  was  to  prepare  them  for  a  re- 
trograde step.     In  fact,  there  was  no  limit 
to  the  retrogradation  of  his  noble  Friend 
in  legislation.     But,  then,  there  was  also 
the  currency.    Then  it  was  proposed  to 
their  Lordships  to  have  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House  for  the  examination  of 
gentlemen  entertaining  speculative  opin- 
ions on  the  currency.     No  Session  could 
ever  end  when  this  was  begun ;  and  yet  it 
was  an  immediate  remedy  that  his  noble 
Friend  wanted,  and  he  tried  to  persuade 
their  Lordships   that  inquiry  and  relief 
could  both  be  instantly  applied.     There 
was  one  other  point  on  which  his  noble 
Friend  had  dwelt— it  was  the  subject  of 
machinery ;  and  his  noble  Friend  has  des* 
canted  on  all  the  evils  of  machinery.     He 
did  think,  that  there  were  evils  in  it.  There 
was  no  one  good  in  this  life  that  had  not 
with  it  some  concomitant  evil.     Whether 
it  arose  horn  men's  passions,  or  was  to  be 
attributed  to  the  inherent  weakness  of  na- 
tions, there  was  no  one  good  that  was  not 
accompanied  by  some  evil.   Thus,  it  might 
be  shown,  that,  in  the  unlimited  use  of 
machinery,  evils   had   taken   place ;   but 
then,  to  put  a  tax  upon  machinery  under 
the  idea  that  it  would  be  the  means  of 
giving  the  operative  a  due  reward  for  his 
labour,  was  a  most  fallacious  notion.    His 
noble  Friend,  he  thought,  had  not  proved 
his  case  with  respect  to  one  trade.     He 
believed,  that  the  progress  of  machinery 
had  been,  in  that  respect,  greatly  to  super- 
sede manual  labour.     It  was  so,  not  only 
in  this  country,  but  in  France,  in  Belgium 
—and  it  had,  to  a  gieat  degree,  begun  with 
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to  the  gTMt  qiwtiw  ol  FrM>Md«, 
which  now  ocenpied  omd'i  miodc  He 
would  ■otaover  Mid,  thkt  it  wu  Um 
boundcn  dnlj  of  GoT«niiMiit  lo  crail 
itwif  of  tho  opportunity  thus  aSbrdad  lo 
■peak  dittinctlf  od  the  HbJMt.  is  ordw 
tbkt  lh«  uncertainty  and  aazitlj  Mill  Ml 
in  the  country  might  ceaae,  and  no  ranker 
doabt  be  entertained  ai  lo  Iha  opinio— 
and  inieniioneof  MiDiHeTB}  Ibr  be  (Lofd 
Beaumont)  felt  coavineed  that  e«e,  and 
the  chief  cante  of  ths  cootinoed  panie  fai 
the  Bgiricaliural  dittricti,  and  of  ibe  ge— - 
rat  ditconlent  cenaeqaent  on  that  panic, 
wai  the  want  of  potitrre  knowlodg*  on  tha 
pert  of  farmers,  and  of  poeiiiee  doelani- 
lioni  on  the  part  of  Oorerament  aa  to  Iba 
future  prospect*  of  the  ooe,  and  the  fnian 
meaiaree  of  the  other.  He  knew  that 
prior  to  the  meeting  of  ParlleoMnt,  it  waa 
generally  laid  when  the  sabjaM  of  iba 
dlstreu  was  discuised  at  eoontj  nmtin|i, 
at  market- crotiee,  in  com-cachanfea, 
and  eliewhere,  that  the  depresaion  in  inde 
would  cease,  tnd  the  distreas  pan  away 
when  Parliament  met*  became  then  tbe 
people  would  know  wbat  the  intentiotii  of 
the  OoTeroment  were,  and  could  amnga 
their  aSain  and  make  their  calcultlioaa 
acGordiDgly.  It  was  therefore,  wkb  ■ 
degree  of  disappointment  which  b*  not 
now  express,  and  which  he  would  ban 


tbe  German  League.    But  then  it  did  not 
ftdlow,  that  the  remedy  was  a  urohihition 
upon  machinery.     His   noble   FHend    re. 
ferred  to  the  eridence  taken  before  tbe 
band-loom  weaTers*  commisdon,  and  rery 
interesting   It   was.     But   all   that  those 
commissioners  rentured  to  say  was,  that 
it  might  be  possible  to  su»est  one  or  two 
pHlliatives.     They  descriM  the  wretched 
oooditltw   of  the   band-loom   weavers   as 
arising  from  various  cauaea— diiefly  from 
maehioery  superseding  hand  work ;    bat 
they  deacribed  that  condition  as  hepeleas, 
eieept   where  peculiar  crrcumstances  al- 
lowed a  temporary  alleviation.     He  wa« 
afraid  It  was  so.    He  thought  they  could 
not  bold  out  to  those  unfortunate  men  any 
prospect  that  legislation  of  nnv  kind  could 
aoaure  them  a  regular  demand  for  their  la- 
bour.    Yet  they  were  a  clats,  whose  con- 
duet  under  privation  for  a  irriet  of  years, 
entitled  them  to  the  pity,  the  respect,  sod 
tlM  admiration  of  the  country ;    and  his 
noble  Friend  must  fee)  that  there  was  no 
man  1b  that  House,  do  geotlemaii  in  Ene- 
land,  whose  heart  would  not  bleed  at  the 
condderatlonofthedistrese  of  these  people; 
tbe  more  so,  because  of  the  conclusion  that 
no  legislativa  remedy  could  be  applied  to 
tbeir   onftirtuuate  eoodition.     The  noble 
Earl  concluded  with  entreating  their  Lord- 
diipa  not  to  go  Into  the  useless  committee 
which  wss  proposed,  and  which  could  end 
only  in    dinppointment — disappointment 
briog  at  a  time  of  public  distress  the  great- 
est possible  aggrantioo  of  tbe  evil  to  be 
remedied. 

Lord  Beaumtnt  said,  be  intended  to 
poU  for  tha  commitlee  proposed  bv  the 
nobla  Earl,  but  did  not  wish  their  Lord* 
ships'  by  that  vote  to  imply  hii  compteie 
concurrence  in  the  opinioni  profetsea  by 
bis  noble  Friend,  nor  hii  full  participation 
in  the  policy  of  the  measures  he  had  recom- 
meodad.     He  knew  it  was  difficult  to 
retrace  lUps  so  recently  taken,  however 
re«b  and  QDcalled-for  those  steps  might 
have  been,  nor  did  he  think  quite  fair  that 
GovBrnment  should  be  called  on  in  one 
Session  of  Parliament  to  rescind  the  mea-    ,._.,    „  ,_..„  ..„,.  ,__  ____, 

•orei  they  had  deliberately  proposed  in  e„rUjrti'mi"iho"oTdMriv"ethai  th7_.._^ 
the  immediately  precedins  one;  but  he  i„  ,(00^  in  dsuger  from  Iba  power  aad 
naverthsless  fell  grateful  to  (be  noble  Earl  ,  pr^ure  of  opinion  at(kinsl  it  ont  of  doon. 
for  bringing  forward  this  miaiure,  as  it  jbe  House  bade  tight  to aak  if  tba «M»> 
would  be  the  meaas  of  wringinK  a  pledge  '  uj  was  entitisd  to  expect  a  mora  tBplicil 
(torn  Minisieri  as  to  tbeir  future  policy,  answer,  and  distinct  pledge  ihM  Uiia 
and  it  would  afford  them  an  oDpoiiuuity  »hJch  he  (Lord  Beanmoot)  had  jnU 
01  stating  to  tbe  House  and  the  public,  1  Hetod,  for  be  waa  fully  convinoad  that  tbn 
wbat  wen  their  ialantioDs  with    regard  |  rMson  of  tbe  panic  which  attU  «a^«d. 


expressed  earlier  if  he  had  had  aa  oppor* 
tnnity,  that  he  observed  on  tbe  flrat  day  of 
the  Seasiun,  a  total  omissioa,  both  In  Mr 
Usjeaty'a  Spetch,  and  in  the  Addftw  bi 
tniwer  to  that  speech  of  tha  groat  ud  oQ 
important  measure  which  at  prasMit  agi- 
tated tha  coaotry,  aod  altboogh  Ihuw  bad 
since  been  something  lik«  a  pUdgt  gma 
by  a  minister  of  the  Ciown  in  ■iwtbtf 
place,  yet  if  ibe  rumour  which  had  f«a^ 
ed  him,  it  was  guarded  fay  proviaoM  and 
exceptions,  importing  tbst  allbou^  it 
might  not  be  the  intentioa  of  tba  Govern* 
mcDi  lo  make  any  iiamediala  aliertUow  ia 
their  recently  adopted  plans  and  acalaSf  it 
was  still  their  intention  to  leave  the  qwfc 
tion  open,  and  would  bal  ibemsdvea  at 
liberty  to  revise  their  own  meainrei  wbta- 
praaBBt 
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was  a  want  of  confidence,  not  in  the  inten- 
tions, nor  perhaps  in  the  principles  of 
individual  Ministers,  but  in  the  power 
of  the  Government,  (unless  they  took  a 
firmer  stand  than  they  now  did)  to  resist 
the  gigantic  and  growing  power  which 
was  now  daily^  hourly  rising  in  the  coun- 
try against  all  protection.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  disguise  from  one's  self  the  rapid 
growth  of  that  monstrous  giant  who  had 
risen  np  in  the  form  of  the  Anti-Corn-law 
League,  and  though  Ministers  might  des- 
pise the  absurd  proclamations  of  that 
body,  he  (Lord  Beaumont)  thought  they 
would  be  scarcely  discharging  their  duty 
unless  they  checked  its  onward  career  and 
crashed  in  the  shell  the  dragon  which 
threatened  to  blight  their  fields.  He 
(Lord  Beaumont)  knew  not  if  that  body 
had  not  transgressed  the  law — if  some  of 
its  acts  were  not  illegal  as  some  of  its 
circulars  were  blasphemous ;  but  if  active 
measures  were  not  to  be  taken  against  the 
movement  of  the  Anti-Corn-law  League, 
at  least  the  country  was  entitled  to  a  posi- 
tive pledge  from  Ministers,  by  which  the 
Government  should  stand  or  fall,  that  they 
would  maintain  the  remnant  of  protection 
which  the  sweeping  measures  of  last 
Session  had  still  left  to  the  country.  This 
was  the  least  the  Government  could 
do,  and  this  ought  to  be  done  without 
delay.  It  was  vain  to  say  that  the  mea- 
sores  had  not  been  tried — that  we  did  not 
see  their  working  and  did  not  know  their 
final  consequences.  Six  or  seven  months 
of  bitter  distress — ^without  any  alleviation 
in  the  course  of  them,  and  little  prospect 
of  inprovement  at  the  close  of  them — this 
was  the  result — this  our  experience  of  the 
measures.  It  was  equally  vain  to  say  that 
the  fanners  had  themselves  created  the 
panic,  and  that  but  small  quantities  of 
cattle  bad  been  admitted.  Tbe  panic  was 
the  natural  efifect  of  the  measures  which 
had  been  adopted  last  year,  and  the  small- 
ness  of  tbe  number  of  cattle  imported  had 
been  owing  to  the  exertions  of  the  farmers 
in  driving  a  greater  quantity  of  their  own 
to  market.  The  case  was  this,  that  when 
Government  undertook  to  make  altera- 
tions, they  made  those  alterations  on  too 
wholesale  a  scale.  If  they  had  altered  the 
duty  upon  wheat  alone,  there  might  have 
been  complaints,  but  that  general  panic 
would  not  have  spread  throughout  the 
agricoltarai  districts  which  the  rash  whole- 
sue  measures  as  those  he  (Lord  Beau- 
nont)    had    alluded   to,  did  and  must 


produce.    After  a  season  of  high  prices 
and  extraordinary  expenditure  in  agricuU 
tural  improvements,  it  was  suddenly  and 
unexpectedly  announced  that  every  article 
of  agricultural  produce  which  had  hitherto 
been  protected  was  to  lose  a  portion  of 
that  protection.  This  was  after  the  farmer 
had  stocked  his  farm  at  an  immense  outlay 
and  incurred  all  the  heavy  expenses  inci- 
dent  to  a  period  of  high  prices.  Then  it  was, 
before  he  had  got  rid  of  the  stock  so  dearly 
purchased,  and  when  he  least  anticipated 
such  a  change,  that  the  announcement 
was  made  that  the  protection  he  had  hi* 
therto  enjoyed  was  to  be  taken  off.     In 
the  mean  while  fh>m  London  and  Hull-* 
from  Newcastle  and  Stockton,   unusual 
orders  had  been  sent  to  Hamburg  and 
Dantzic  in  anticipation  of  a  reduction  of 
duty,   and  corn   was  consequently  pur- 
chased  in  the  foreign  markets  to  dou* 
ble  and  treble  the  amount  in  quantity 
that    had  ever  hitherto  been  admitted. 
The  farmer  not    knowing    what   might 
be    the    result    of    such    a    step,    but 
knowing    that  he    would    have   to  con- 
tend  with   a   much   larger  supply  than 
hitherto,  hurried  tbe  remaining  contents 
of  his  granary  to  market,   and   endea* 
voured  to  get  the  start  of  the  foreign 
importer;    and  when    the  early  harvest 
came,  he   threshed  out  his  corn  sooner 
than  he  otherwise  would  have  done,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  release  from  bond 
and  consequent  introduction  to  the  market 
of  that  corn  from  abroad,  which  he  knew 
was  already  shipped,  and  on  its  way  to 
this  country.    Thus,  the  farmers  rivalled 
each  other  in  getting  rid  of  the  corn  they 
had  in  hand,  for  fear  that  they  should  be 
too  late,  and  should  find  the  markets  over- 
stocked by  the  foreign  supply.     It  was 
quite  true,  that  corn  fell  more  in  con- 
sequence of  the  farmers  bringing  it  so 
eagerly  to  market  than  in  consequence 
of  the  quantity  actually  admitted  from 
abroad,  but  by  this  step  on  the  part  of 
the  farmers,  a  large  quantity  already  or- 
dered from   foreign  countries,  was  pre- 
vented from  coming  out  of  bond,  and 
which  would  have  inevitably  added  still 
more  to  the  loss  of  the  home  grower. 
This  was  clearly  shown  by  the  ruin  of 
the  factors.    They  had  tried  and  intended 
as  they  always  would  tr^  and  intend,  to 
work  the  averages,  and  if  there  bad  not 
been  an  early  harvest,  thev  would  have 
probably  succeeded,  and  nave   got  th« 
whole  of  the  foreign  corn  otdered  m  at  a 
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DomiDbl  duty.  Hid  that  beea  the  cue, 
the  loH  to  the  firmer  would  have  been 
gremt  indeed.  In  the  laine  ^yrnj  on  the 
mmrlEeta  being  thrown  open  to  foreigu 
cattle,  the  farmer  wai  obli^d  to  lend  hii 
cattle  (o  market  sooner  than  he  oiherwiie 
would  have  done,  in  order  to  get  the  start 
of  the  foreigQ  importation!.  Thui,  it  ii 
true,  that  the  farmeri  by  their  own  acti 
lowered  the  price*,  but  had  they  not  done 
•o,  the  foreign  importer  would  have  got  a 
footing  iu  the  market.  It  ii  equally  true  that 
the  farmer*  who  bad  purchaied  lean  Rtock 
enormouily  dear  were  compelled  in  conte- 
qaeoce  of  thii  rivalry  amongit  ihemielves, 
to  tell  their  fat  stock  at  exceeding  low 
prices,  and  in  proportion  as  the  profit  on 
each  article  was  reduced, they  endeavoared 
to  make  up  in  quantity  of  produce  brought 
to  market,  the  loss  sustained  by  the  low 
prices  of  each  separate  article,  Iwcbuk  a 
certain  sum  of  money  they  were  bound  to 
have  in  hand  to  pay  their  rent,  re-stock 
their  farms,  and  meet  their  other  engage- 
ments; and  therefore  although  it  might 
be  said  that  the  farmers  has  caused  the 
panic  themselves,  they  were  obliged  to  do 
that  which  caused  the  panic,  in  self-de- 
fence against  the  foreign  importer,  and  in 
order  to  meet  their  money  engagements. 
As  to  the  future  prospects  of  the  farmer, 
be  (Lord  Beaumont)  had  no  doubt,  that  if 
Ooverament  would  take  their  stand  upon 
the  Corn-law  as  it  now  eiisied,  and  thus 
^ve  tome  certain  dita  for  future  calcula- 
lions,  things  would  partially  adjust  them- 
•elves,  and  he  would  add,  that,  provided 
no  aiieralion  was  expected  in  the  law, 
and  no  tampering  with  the  averages  took 
place,  the  farmer  might  carry  on,  albeit 
with  some  abatement  of  his  profits,  his 
business  with  his  present  eagagements ; 
and,  should  the  nest  year's  harvest  be  as 
U  the  last,  he  might  calculate  on  the  good 
■Uding-scale  showing  its  advanlage*  and 
coming  in  time  to  his  relief,  for  the  duly 
would  naturally  rise  with  the  prospect  of 
plenty,  and  foreign  corn  be  excluded  if 
there  were  abundance  at  home.  But  all 
this  depended  on  a  fair  working  of  the 
averages  which  he  was  afraid  had  not 
hitherto  been  ihe  case.  So  much  for 
wheat;  as  to  oats,  he  (Lord  Beaumont) 
did  not  think  they  would  ever  spin  be 
grown  in  this  coniitry  with  great  profit  to 
the  cultivator;  grown  they  roast  be,  he- 
came  the*  came  in  the  regulai  succession 
of  crops.  Dot  he  (Lord  Beaumont)  feared 
with  very  amall  reiura  to  tba  fanner.    Ai, 


however,  the  chief  consnmera  of  onta  are 
persons  connected  with  the  land,  the  lota 
10  the  occupiers  is  less  felt  than  on  any 
other  grain.  Unless  the  Govemasent  gave 
a  positive  pledge  that  they  would  stand 
by  the  present  law,  or  at  least  naintain 
the  present  amount  of  protection,  the 
opinion  would  gain  ground  in  the  cMntry 
that  free-tnde  principles  would  eventual^ 
triumph,  and  even  now  the  number  et 
converts  to  those  opinions  were  daily  in- 
creasing, and  the  league  gaming  gronnd, 
not  in  consequence  of  the  argnmcnu  and 
i>y  the  advocates  of  free-trade,  but  in  con- 
sequence of  the  absence  of  all  rcsistanee 
to  (he  movement  on  the  part  of  Goven- 
mcnl  ?  The  consequence  was,  that  tba 
public  suspected  an  inclination  in  Hints- 
lers  to  give  way  to  those  principles  fiar 
the  triumph  of  which  many  now  lookad 
who  would  not  have  dared  ezpreaa  « 
hope  berore.  Again,  look  at  tba  effect  of 
the  late  policy  of  England  in  other  coun- 
tries. The  prophesies  of  Ministers  in  fa- 
vour of  their  measure*  had  not  been  fol- 
filled.  They  laid  that  their  propoeitions 
would  induce  other  countries  to  open  their 
ports  to  our  goods.  Had  other  conntriM 
done  so?  Had  France  followed  onr  ei- 
ample  ?  France  had  not  only  not  dona  eo^ 
but  bad  admitted  the  linen  yarns  of  B«)> 
gium  to  the  exclusion  of  oura.  Snata 
had  acted   in  the  same  ntanncr,  ami  by 


treaty  favoured  Belgium  to  our  d 

Our  treaty  of  navigation  wiih  liutsia  htd 

not  lowered  the  duties  on  Knglitli  goods, 

nor  prevented  her  from  iriruwiii);  open  ber 

frontiers  towards  Prossiu  fur   the  admia- 

lion   of  the    mixed  cotlou   nod    wooUen 

stuffs  of  the    Zolverein,    I'ottugol,  bmI 

other  countries    had  raised   their  i 

His  (Lord   Beaumont's)  great   i 

seconding  the  motion  of  (he  ni 

was,  to  ask  of  the  Government  \ 

with  regard  to  their  future  ti 

pledge  not  shsckted   with  prw 

exceptions — bnt  a  distinci   sta 

which   the  country  might  knowj 

they    were   determined   to 

present  Corn-law  or  not. 

live  knowledge  on   (his  lubjec 

mer  could    not  calculate  hu 

outlay   or    profit.      As  he    h 

thought    it    would    be   mrt 

ask  the  Government  to  ■■•'■•' 

cent  measures,  hut  he  (hi 

ask  them  for  some  ad 

csrry  them  faiilv  out  awi 

tage  of  them  to  the  poorr. 


JDiitresa  of 


{Pbb.  9} 


the  Country. 


SSO 


the  price  of  corn  was  lowered,  and  since 
Ibey  had  a  return  of  averages  by  which 
they  knew  at  what  price  wheat  was  sold, 
he  thoDght  an  assize  of  bread  would  be  a 
fair  meastire  in  order  that  what  was  lost  to 
the  farmer  might  be  gained  to  the  poor. 
The  loss  of  profit  to  the  farmer  was  dis- 
tinctly felt,  and  at  the  same  time,  we 
coald  not  see  the  increase  of  ihe  loaf — at 
least,  the  decrease  in  the  price  of  bread 
dkl  not  follow  immediately  tiie  reductions 
in  the  price  of  corn.  But  if  lliere  were 
KO  assize  of  bread,  we  should  have  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  knowing  that  what  was  lost 
to  the  farmer  in  the  price  of  wheal,  was 
gained  by  the  poor  in  the  quantity  of 
bread.  There  was  do  doubt  a  great  num- 
ber of  laboarers  must  be  thrown  out  of 
employment;  there  must  be  a  reduction 
io  all  agricuttnral  estahlishmenis,  and 
each  class  must  descend  a  step.  The 
farmer's  sons  who  had  hitherto  set  up  for 
theraselrea  must  now  be  content  to  be- 
come hiods  to  their  fathers,  and  the  daugh- 
ter* who  had  hitherto  aspired  to  higher 
things,  perhaps  higher  than  their  station 
warranted,  must  now  go  out  In  service. 
There  must  be  a  reduction  of  all,  and  in 
the  scale  of  descent  the  lowest  kind  of 
laboarers niDst be  ihrojrnout.  Sometlimg, 
therefore,  to  amend  the  condition  of  that 
class,  or  to  provide  them  with  other  em- 
ployment, ought  to  form  a  subject  of  seri- 
ous consideration;  this  was  one  of  the 
objects  of  the  noble  Earl's  motion,  and 
which  he  (Lord  Beaumont)  considered  jus- 
tified him  in  *oiing  for  the  proposition. 

Lord  Brougham,  after  the  very  able 
speech  of  his  noble  Friend  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  did  not  intend  to 
enter  very  largely  into  the  question  which 
his  noble  Friend  at  the  Table  had  brought 
beftve  their  Lordstiips,  nor  to  answer  the 
statements  of  his  noble  Friend  on  the  cross 
benches,  (Lord  Beaumont).  He  rose 
Mmplj  for  the  purpose  of  remarking  the 
mistake  into  which  any  one  would  surely 
fall  who  had  heard  this  debate,  and  knew 
Dothing  even  of  the  subject.  It  would  un- 
doubtedly, appear  to  any  one  coming  into 
the  House  that  night  and  hearing  the  ques- 
tiOD  for  the  first  time — that  the  state  of 
the  law  and  commercial  policy  of  this 
GooDtiT  was  very  different  from  what  we 
knew  it  to  be.  Such  a  one  after  heariog 
the  bitter  complaints  by  both  his  noble 
Friends  of  the  grievances  of  what  tliey 
termed  ifae  agricultural  interest,  would  cer- 
tainly suppose  that  free-trade  had  passed 
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into  OUT  legislationTof  late  years— that  all 
restrictions  upon  imports  had  been  abo- 
lished —  that  they,  the  free  traders  at 
that  side  of  the  House,  few  in  numbers  he 
feared,  were  at  that  moment  revelling  in 
the  full,  uncontrolled,  and  unresisted  en- 
joyment of  their  lavourite  doctrines  by  the 
universal  adoption  of  liberty  of  commerce. 
Because  the  burthen  of  his  noble  Friend's 
song,  from  beginning  to  end,  was  the 
same — it  was  a  continual  harping  upon 
this  one  note,  that  all  the  evils  he  spoke  of 
were  the  consecjuencea  of  free-trade,  and 
that  they  should  have  no  mure  of  these  free- 
trade  doctrines,  which  had  brought  ruin 
upon  us.  But  where  could  they  find  any 
of  this  free-trade  ?  For  his  part,  look  where 
he  would  round  the  wide  compass  of  our 
legislation,  his  wandering  wondering  eye 
could  not  see  even  a  glimmering  of  fre»- 
trade,  unless  it  were  the  least  and  faintest 
spark  of  light,  which  he  could  hardly  dig- 
nify with  that  appellation.  He  took  one 
instance,  ihe  silk  trade,  which  had  been 
dealt  with  by  his  noble  Friend  (the  Earl 
of  Ripon)  in  the  other  House  in  1825  ; 
not  because  it  had  given  rise  to  any 
one  of  the  consequences  of  which  his 
noble  Friend  (I^rd  Stanhope)  complained, 
hut  hi^cause  it  was  an  example  of  some 
slight  approach  to  a  freer  system  of  com- 
mercial legislation.  It  was  so  just  to 
this  estent — that  whereas  formerly  there 
were  prohibitions  of  some  articles  of  this 
kind,  these  no  longer  existed,  and  that 
whereas  there  were  formerly  high  duties, 
those  high  duties  having  been  found  not 
to  protect  the  trade,  but  to  encourage 
smuggling-,  were  materially  reduced.  But 
was  there  a  free-trade  in  silk  ?  Was  there 
a  free  importation  of  silk  ?  Were  there  no 
protecting  duties  with  regard  to  silk  ? 
There  was  a  protecting  duty  of  neither 
more  nor  less  than  a  duty  proportionate 
to  the  nOue  of  the  article  of  30  per  cent. 
This  duty  still  encouraged  smuggling; 
and  then  they  were  told,  "  Do  not  protect, 
but  prohibit."  What  was  restriction  or 
protection  but  prohibition  under  a  certain 
price?  The  protection  was  an  encourage- 
ment to  the  smuggler  by  the  amount  of 
ihe  duty — the  prohibition  necessarily  in- 
creased that  temptation.  His  noble  Friend 
seemed  to  think  that  the  moment  you 
prohibited  goods,  they  would  no  longer 
appear  in  the  country ;  and  he  looked 
back  to  a  time  which  made  his  teeth 
water,  when  persons  might  be  punished 
for  appearing  in  prohibited  goods.  His 
noble  Friend  tliought  that,  in  such  a  case, 
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people  would  not  wear  foreign  goods  for 
fear  of  being  punished.  The  only  effect 
would  be,  that  the  foreign  goods  would 
not  pass  for  foreign  goods.  They  would 
be  sold  and  used  as  home  productions.  If 
a  roan  used  a  foreign  fflove,  could  an- 
other come  up  and  not  .hold  him  by  the 
button,  but  a  still  greater  annoyance^ 
ask  for  his  glove,  and  say  he  wore  a 
foreign  fflore?  The  answer  would  be — 
''  No.  This  glore  was  made  at  Wood- 
stock." And  BO  things  would  be,  notwith- 
standing any  regulation,  notwithstanding 
any  prohibitions  that  could  be  enacted. 
They  had  heard  an  extraordinary  rea- 
son given  for  supporting  the  motion 
before  the  House,  und  they  had  heanl  a 
new  theory,  such  as  he  believed  had  never 
been  broached  before.  It  seemed,  accord* 
ing  to  his  noble  Friend  on  the  crons 
benches,  that  the  panic,  which  had  arisen 
amongst  the  fiirmers,  did  not  exactly  pro- 
ceed from  the  tariff,  but  that  the  farmers 
were  obliged  to  make  it  themselves  by  way 
of  defence,  and  for  their  own  protection. 
This  was  a  new  doctrine  of  protection.  He 
had  heard  of  30  per  cent.,  of  a  fixed  duty, 
of  a  sliding  scale,  and  of  a  prohibition  for 
the  sake  of  protection,  but  never  before  of 
a  panic  raised  expressly  for  that  purpose 
by  the  innocent  agriculturists — happy  if 
they  but  knew  their  own  happiness,  ana  he 
never  was  more  lurprised  than  in  hearing 
of  that  peculiar  kina  of  protection.  But  if 
this  panic  now  existed,  the  inquiry  was 
not  necessary  to  put  an  end  to  it. 
They  had  put  an  end  to  it  already,  without 
deliberation  or  inqiiiry;  they  had  the 
mouse,  without  the  labour  of  the  moun- 
tain ;  the  grain,  without  the  chaff,  in  the 
satisfsctory  statement  of  his  noble  Friend 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  with 
respect  to  the  importation  of  cattle.  His 
noble  Friend  at  the  Table  treated  it  with 
the  utmost  contempt.  His  noble  Friend 
was  determined  to  be  afraid,  resolved  to  be 
panic*stricken,  and  would  not  on  any  ac- 
count take  any  comfort.  But  the  panic,  if 
it  existed  at  this  moment,  whether  artifi- 
cial  for  protection,  or  natural  when  it  came 
upon  people  from  some  external  cause,  as 
was  tne  case  with  most  panics  on  this 
side  of  St.  George's  Channel,  would  be 
at  once  remoi'ed  by  the  fact,  now  clearly 
shown,  that  the  im|iortatioo  had  been  3,  IOC) 
and  odd  oxen,  on  a  consumption  of  twelre 
or  1,500,000,  or  about  \\  per  cent,  on  the 
l^ondon  consumption  alone,  most  of  th<»se 
oxen  being  so  bad  as  not  to  appear  in  the 
market,  and  none  at  all.  he  suppoaetl.  had 


ever  appeared  oo  the  Table.  What  bad  been 
the  case  with  another  deaoriptioo  of  beaats? 
His  noble  Friend  had  been  alanaed  last 
year  about  oxen,  but  be  had  been  a  tbou* 
sand  times  more  alarmed  about  pigs.  Now 
how  many  had  been  imported?  315  piga» 
and  not  one  pig  more.  How  was  it  possible 
for  any  sane  mind  to  think  that  miaehicf* 
in  any  degree  wluitever,  could  follow  trom 
such  petty  importations.  He  could  not 
quite  agree  with  his  noble  Friend  on  ilie 
cross  benches,  in  his  very  great  alarm  at 
the  proceedings  of  a  body  of  very  worthj 
and  laborious  persona,  who  showed  their 
earnestness  and  their  liberality  by  contri- 
buting their  money  as  well  as  their  time 
— he  meant  the  Anti-Com-law  League—* 
body  which  seemed  to  haunt  his  noble  Friend 
on  the  cross  benches  as  an  apparttioD  ne- 
culiarly  monstrous.  His  noble  Friend  nn- 
cied  it  sometimes  a  giant  and  sometimca 
a  dragon,  seeming,  indeed,  to  have  bad 
his  wits  somewhat  bewildered  by  the  panic 
with  which  he  and  his  friends  had  been  to* 
lacing  and  protecting  themselves.  He  could 
not  aurce,  that  the  Anti-Com-hiw  League 
deserved  this  representation,  or  bad  sat  for 
this  picture.  "I  cannot,  however,**  said  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord,  "  suffer  the  men- 
tion of  the  Anti-Com-law  League,  and  its 
proceedings,  for  the  6rst  time  since  the  last 
summer  that  I  have  had  the  opportunity 
of  saying  a  word  upon  it,  to  be  made  in 
this  House  without  expressing  mr  entire 
and  hearty  concurrence  with  the  dlsnppro- 
Uation  expressed  at  many  of  the  nrooeed- 
ings  of  that  body  by  my  noUe  Friend  nnt 
now  in  his  place,  who  was  lately  at  tlM  bend 
of  her  Majesty's  Government,  and  who  from 
his  temporary  illness  ia  not  here  to  aialn 
his  own  sentiments.  I  am  on  that  aoeonnt 
more  anxious  to  state  my  entire  concur* 
rence  in  his  reprobation  of  soma  of  ihe 
menus  used  by  that  body.  I  difier  Dram 
my  noble  Friend  in  bis  opinion  of  ita  ob- 
ject, for  I  go  much  further  in  desiring  to 
see  the  repeal  of  the  Com-lawa  than  my 
noble  Friend  ;  but  I  desire  to  expraas  my 
most  pointed  disapproval  of  the  mtana  taken 
by  some  of  the  fiersoos  connocCad  with  that 
asMiciation  ;  and,  my  Lords,  I  am  the  mure 
anxious  to  state  this,  becauae  I  consider  that 
those  means  arc  of  all  things  the  moat  pre- 
judicial to  a  good  cause.  If  anything  ouuld 
retard  the  progreics  of  their  doctnnca  — 
if  anything  could  raise  obstaclea  to  the 
ctHirse  of  improvement  in  the  laws  rs> 
s|ierting  proviiifms  and  the  general  laws 
which  they  nKMH  jutitly  oppoae  ^>  it  would 
be  theexaggerati^i  statementaand  fiolenoa 
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of  flome  of  those  oonnccted  with  their  body 
— the  means  adopted  by  them  at  some  of 
their  meeiiogs  to  excite^— happily  they  have 
not  much  tucoeeded — to  excite  discootent 
and  breakings  out  into  violence  in  dif. 
ferent  parts  of  the  country ;  and  above 
all,  I  cannot  discharge  my  duty  to  your 
LcnrdshipSy  and  to  my  own  conscience*  if 
I  do  not  express  the  utter  abhorence  and 
disgust  with  which  I  have  noted  some 
men — men  clothed  with  sacred  functions, 
though  I  trust  unconnected  with  the 
League,  who  have  actually  in  this  very 
metropolis  of  a  British  and  a  Christian 
community,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  19th 
century  of  the  gospel  of  grace  and  peace, 
not  scrupled  to  utter  words  to  which  I 
will  not  at  present,  for  obvious  reasons 
more  particularly  allude,  but  which  I 
abhor,  detest  and  scorn,  as  being  cal- 
culated to  produce  fatal  effects — I  will 
not  say  they  have  produced  them  — 
but  calculated  to  produce  the  taking 
away  of  innocent  life.  My  Lords,  your 
Lordships  are  aware  that  I  refer  to  a 
trial  which  is  pending,  and  they  who  have 
used  these  expressions  will,  1  hope  and 
trubt,  be  called  on  for  an  explanation  in 
the  course  of  its  proceedings;  and  it  is 
only  because  of  the  pendency  of  the  trial 
that  I  abstain  from  more  specially  refer- 
ring to  those  reverend  gentlemen's  ob- 
servations." The  peace  of  the  country,  he 
(Lord  Brougham)  said,  had  been  slightly^ 
and  but  slightly,  broken  in  the  course  of 
the  recess;  but  happily  there  prevailed 
among  Englishmen  a  distrust  of  all  unlaw- 
ful proceedings.  As  his  noble  Friend^  the 
noble  Duke,  in  canvassing  the  late  pro- 
oeedings  observed — they  have  a  distrust  of 
one  another  when  engaged  in  illegal  acts, 
and  last  of  all,  happily  Englishmen  had  a 
distrust  of  themselves  when  engaged  in  an 
unlawful  course,  and  thus  peace  and  good 
order  were  preserved,  in  spite  of  the  efforts 
of  ill-disposed  individuals.  He  entirely 
concurred  in  the  respect  and  admiration 
expressed  by  his  noble  Friend  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  for  the  peaceful 
mnd  abstinent  conduct  of  the  working 
classes  under  grievous  afflictions ;  but  un- 
happily he  could  not  see— if  he  could  his 
gnef  would  be  less  poignant— any  means 
of  speedily  restoring  them  to  their  former 
state  of  comfort.  Some  of  the  distress 
DOW  felt — he  trusted  temporary  distress — 
was  the  retult  of  machinery  being  substi- 
tuted for  liibour ;  and  no  doubt  by  degrees 
thui  labour  would  be  absorbeil  in  other 
ktads  of  bnsioess-^the  capital  for  support- 


ing that  business  being  furnished  by  the 
operation  of  that  machinery — but  he  could 
see  no  immediate  remedy — certainly  none 
in  the  proposition  of  his  noble  Friend  at  the 
Table,  and  as  little  in  the  more  specific  plan 
of  his  noble  Friend  on  the  cross  benches. 
His  noble  Friend  said,  when  corn  is  cheap 
you  may  have  cheap  bread  by  an  assize. 
How  so  ?  By  fixing  a  maximum  ?  In  the 
first  place  this  was  impossible ;  and  it  had 
never  been  tried  in  any  country  without 
producing  the  most  grievous  calamities — an 
utter  subversion  of  public  tranquillity,  and, 
worst  of  all,  a  deai*th  and  scarcity  of  that 
which  you  want  to  make  cheap  and  plentiful. 
Neither  was  it  possible  by  law  to  give  em- 
ployment for  labour,  or  to  secure  its  remu- 
neration. It  was  impossible  by  law  to 
compel  farmers  or  manufacturers  to  employ 
labourers,  or  to  fix  the  wages  they  should 
pay.  There  was  no  doubt  a  want  of  employ- 
ment, but  there  was  no  means  of  compelling 
masters  or  farmers  to  give  employment 
to  labourers.  The  supply  and  demand 
must  regulate  the  amount  of  employment, 
and  their  Lordships  could  not  regulate 
that  by  any  provisions.  He  saw,  therefore, 
no  ground  whatever  to  support  the  motion, 
and  no  ground  whatever  for  refusing  his 
assent  to  the  proposition  which  had  been 
stated  with  so  much  feeling,  and  with  such 

freat  propriety  by  his  noble  Friend  the 
resident  of  the  Board  of  Trade  with  re- 
spect to  the  working  classes.  He  saw  no 
reason  to  differ  from  his  noble  Friend,  and 
could  not  consent  to  go  into  an  inquiry 
which  was  urged  on  the  principle — a  boot- 
less, a  fruitless,  an  endless  inquiry,  he 
thought — of  raising  and  settling  wages. 
But  then  it  was  said,  that  his  right  hon. 
Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
had  refused  to  make  any  announcement 
of  his  intentions — had  refused  in  another 
place  to  give  any  pledge  as  to  the  conduct 
of  Ministers,  and  would  not  agree  to  any 
demands,  nor  give  security  as  to  his  future 
proceedings.  A  more  unreasonable  demand 
than  to  require  any  such  pledge  of  a  Mi- 
nister was  never  made,  unless  indeed  the 
present  demand  of  a  similar  pledge  from 
Parliament }  and  not  only  was  it  unrea- 
sonable to  demand  such  a  pledge,  it  was 
most  unparliamentary.  It  was  never  done, 
and  he  hoped  that  neither  Parliament  nor 
Government  would  ever  pledge  itself  for 
even  a  short  time  as  to  what  course  of  con- 
duct it  would  adopt.  What  better  security 
could  the  noble  Earl  (Stanhope)  have  that 
the  law  would  not  be  altered,  than  that 
the  Government  said  it  saw  no  ground 
L2 
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to   propose   any  alteration  ?      His  noble 
Friend    (the   Earl  of   Stanhope)  said  it 
ought    not   to  be   altered :    why   should 
it  not  be   if   the  alteration  were  neces- 
sary?   At  present  the  Minister  said,  that 
under  our  present  circumstances  he  saw 
DO  occasion  which  called  for  an  alteration 
of  the  bill   of  last   Session,  such  as   his 
Doble  Friend  desired,  who,  not  contented 
with  that  measure,  would  fall  back  on  the 
previous  law.     His  noble  Friend  was  not 
satisfied,  and  wished  to  go  back  to  the  law 
of  1828 — why  not  go  further  back,  back  to 
the  law  of  1815  ?  The  change  thus  proposed 
was  in  the  worst  direction,  and  he  was  glad 
that  no  pledge  was  given.     He  wished  for 
Dooe,  and  none  other  could  be  given  than 
the  statement  that  the  Oovernment,  as  at 
present  advised,  did  not  intend  to  make 
any  change  in  the  law.    On  these  grounds 
he   regretted   very  much   that  his  noble 
Friend  had  brought  forward  bis  motion ; 
who  could  have  no  expectation  that  any 
thing  but  disappointment  could  result  from 
the  discussion.  Only  one  benefit  could  en- 
sue from  it  to  any  interest,  as  was  said  by 
bis  noble  Friend  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  it  would  put  an  end  to  the  panic 
which   was  absurdly  said   to   have  been 
caused  by  the  Tariffof  last  year. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  rose  to  object  to 
some   of  the   latter  observations  of  his 
noble  Friend  concerning  the  Anti-Corn- 
law  League,  and,  condemning  its  conduct. 
He  thought  the  observations  of  his  noble 
Friend  were  not  well  founded.    His  noble 
Friend  did  not  specify  any  charges ;  be  al- 
luded to  something  that  had  passed — not 
at  the  council  of  tbe  League,  not  at  any  of 
its  meetings — but  to  something  whicii  had 
dropped  from  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  and 
his  noble  Friend  implied  that  his  pioceed- 
ings  were  sanctioned  and  con6rmed  by 
the  League.     He  was  bound  to  say.  that 
he  could  not  agree  with  his  noble  Friend. 
In  his  opinion,  it  was  most  unjust  to  con- 
nect  the   sentiments  of  that   gentleman 
with  the  Ami-Corn  law  League.     It  wds 
not  his  business  to  defend  all  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  League,  but  he  must  say,  that 
he  thought  its  course  a  most  proper  one. 
It  had  done  a  great  deal  of  good ;  it  had 
spread  abroad  n  great  deal  of  useful  know- 
ledge, and  had  made  the  people  acquainted 
with  the  dements  of  the  Corn-law.     He 
saw  nothing  in  its  conduct  with  which  to 
find  fault.     He  did  not  attempt  to  reply 
to  hit  noble  Friend  ;   he  only  wished  to 
•ay»  that  it  was  not  fair  to  attempt  to  con- 


nect what  fell  from  a  particolar  penon 
with  the  League,  which  was  not  respon- 
sible for  what  he  brought  forward.     Now 
that   he  was  on  his  legs,  he  woold  tay 
one  word  on  the  subject  of  the  debate ; 
and  first,  with  respect  to  the  panic,  which, 
as  his  noble  Friend  said  had  been,  at  he 
knew,  very  great;   and  which  his  noble 
Friend  said  was  caused  by  the  law  of  last 
year.    That  he  denied.     When  his  noble 
friend  alluded  to  the  panic,  did  it  not 
occur  to  him  that  panics  had  been  com- 
mon before?     Was  there  never  a  fall  of 
price  on  former  occasions,  and  was  there 
not  agricultural  distress  in  former  yeart, 
and  agricultural  panics  ?     He  would  refer 
their  Lordships  to  a  speech  by  a  farmers* 
friend,  which  he  found  in  the  Fanmert* 
Journal,  supported  by  farmers'  friends,  at 
least  he  remembered  a  long  list  of  names 
of  farmers'  friends  who  subacribed  to  that 
journal,  and  in  it  he  found  a  report  of  an 
agricultural  meeting  at  Chelmsford.     At 
that  meeting  a  Mr.  Baker  had  said,  that 

*'  They  might  depend  on  it  they  bad  not  yet 
seen  the  lowest  prices,  they  would  be  lower ; 
they  had  not  yet  seen  the  prices  of  1892  and 
1835." 

There  were  low  prices,  then,  in  1822 

and  1835,  and  in  those  years  the  country, 

according  to  his  noble  Friend,  was  thriving 

under  the  Corn-law  which  bis  noble  Friend 

much   admired.      His  noble   Friend 


so 

wanted  to  revive  the  law  of  1828,  or  tbe 
law  of  1815,  but  this  agricoltoraJ  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Baker)  said  that  they  might  jet 
see  the  same  distress  as  in  18^«  under 
the  admired  law  of  his  noble  Fneud*    If 
they  got  back  the  law  of  1815,  might  they 
not  have  the  same  distress  as  in  1822? 
Mr.  Baker  went  on  to  say,  that  in  1822 
the  farmers  lost  their  profits,  and  aAer 
losing  their  profit  lost  their  capital.  Could 
those  who  opposed  the  repeal  of  tbe  Corn- 
laws  deny  that  those  losses  occurred  under 
their  favourite  law  ?     It  appeared  to  him, 
that  the  distrcM  was  not  caused  by  the 
tariff.    In  his  (the  Earl  of  Radnor's)  judg- 
ment, it  had  entirely  arisen  from  the  Com- 
law/,  which  had  given  a  great  premium  to 
the  cultivation  of  corn  by  tbe  maintenance 
of  high  prices.     Last  summer  there  had 
been  an  abundant  harvest,  and  in  all  pro- 
bability the  same  would  be  the  case  in  the 
present   year.      Owing   to  the  premium 
gi«en  by  the  Corn-laws  to  high  prices, 
agricultural  depression  would  follow,  and 
he  had  not  the  slightest  doubt,  but  that 
for  the  next  two  or  three  jcun  tbe  noie 
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ftgricaltaral  distress  would  prevail  which 
bad  been  witnessed  in  the  years  1833, 
1834.  1835.  and  1836,  whether  there  ex. 
isted  a  panic  or  not.  With  respect  to  the 
proposition  of  the  noble  Earl  at  the  Table 
(Earl  Stanhope),  it  was  impossible  it  could 
be  entertained  in  the  view  the  noble  Earl 
took.  He  thoao;ht  with  the  noble  Earl 
that  some  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  the 
distress,  and  a  remedy  for  it  ought  to  be 
institQted ;  and  he  had  come  down  to  the 
House  prepared  with  an  amendment  to 
that  effect  to  the  motion  of  the  noble 
Earl ;  but  when  he  perceived  that  the  mo- 
tion was  for  an  inquiry  before  the  whole 
Hoose,  and  not  before  a  select  committee, 
he  felt  that  would  be  a  most  unsatisfactory 
and  inconvenient  mode  of  conducting  the 
inquiry,  and  therefore  he  should  abstain 
from  moving  bis  amendment.  He,  how- 
ever thought  the  stale  of  the  country  was 
such  that  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  made 
into  it ;  but  not  at  all  in  the  sense  in  which 
the  noble  Earl  now  made  his  proposition. 
The  noble  Earl  said,  that  this  country  was 
on  the  eve  of  revolution,  on  account  of  the 
tariff  and  the  Corn-law  of  last  session, 
and  therefore,  that  the  Government  and 
the  Legislature  ought  to  retrace  their  steps. 
Why,  three  or  four  years  ago,  according 
to  the  noble  Earl,  the  country  was  on  the 
eve  of  a  revolution  and  at  the  brink  of 
min ;  and  then  he  had  neither  the  tariff 
oor  the  new  Corn -law  to  complain  of. 
Bat  the  noble  Earl  now  proposed  to  the 
House  to  go  back  and  retrace  its  steps. 
He  said,  in  the  first  place,  '*  Give  proper 
renaooeration  for  labour."  Were  they 
then  to  fix  by  legislation  the  labourers' 
wages,  as  had  been  done  by  Acts  of  Par- 
liament passed  500  years  ago  ?  He  knew 
not  whether  the  noble  Earl  proposed  they 
should  retrace  their  steps  so  far,  or  to  what 
period  he  would  go  back.  The  noble  Earl 
disliked  machinery,  and  all  the  results  of 
nachinery.  Did  the  noble  Earl  ever  travel 
by  railway  ?  Was  it  abhorrent  and  uo- 
pieasiog  to  him  to  avail  himself  of  the 
means  of  transit  in  two  hours  and  a  half 
to  London  from  his  country  residence? 
and  was  he  like  a  neighbour  of  his  (the 
Earl  of  Radnor's),  who  preferred  to  rise  at 
five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  travel  by 
the  aid  of  post-horses  under  a  hot  summer 
sun,  rather  than  adopt  the  expedition  of 
the  railway?  But  if  the  noble  Earl  would 
not  use  railroads,  where  would  he  stop  ? 
Woald  he  use  post-horses  ?  There  was  a 
when  post-horses  were  not  known. 


and  when  only  pack-horses  were  found  on 
the  road.  When  the  noble  liarl  went  to 
Chevening, would  he  forsake  the  well-made 
turnpike  road  and  take  to  some  bridle- 
paths where  only  pack-horses  could  travel. 
If  his  noble  Friend  were  consistent,  lie 
should  retrace  his  steps,  and  not  stop  till 
he  got  rid  of  all  kinds  of  machinery.  He 
wished  for  an  inquiry,  but  fur  a  reason 
entirely  opposite  to  the  reason  of  his  noble 
Friend.  He  did  not  wish  to  retrace  any 
steps :  he  would  go  at  once  for  a  repeal 
of  the  Corn-laws,  and  would  have  no 
Corn-laws  whatever.  His  noble  Friend 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  did 
not  act  up  to  his  principles.  He  talked 
of  the  principles  of  free-trade,  but  his 
practises  fell  very  far  short  of  his  princi- 
ples. What  the  principle  of  the  tariff 
was,  he  did  not  know.  He  knew  that, 
far  from  being  founded  on  a  principle  of 
free-trade,  as  it  was  introduced  into  Par- 
liament it  contained  one  of  the  most  ob- 
jectionable principles  that  ever  was  intro- 
duced into  any  law — the  principle  of  a 
differential  duty  on  every  article  of  com- 
merce. That  principle,  however,  was 
given  up.  In  that  House,  there  had  been 
but  little  discussion  on  the  tariff;  and  he 
did  not  know  what  their  Lordships 
thought  was  its  principle,  but  he  had 
heard  that  one  of  its  principles  was  that 
the  duty  on  every  article  should  bear  a 
certain  proportion  to  the  price.  He  should 
be  glad  to  know  from  his  noble  Friend  on 
the  cross-benches  (Lord  Beaumont)  on 
what  principle  he  would  give  more  pro- 
tection. There  was  now  no  free-trade. 
It  was  not  in  the  tariff — it  was  not  in  the 
Corn-laws — and  as  on  the  present  occa- 
sion there  was  no  attempt  made  lo  pro- 
mote free-trade,  he  saw  no  reason  why  he 
should  not  vote  with  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  against  his  noble 
Friend  (the  Earl  of  Stanhope).  He 
wished  to  see  their  Lordships  adopt  the 
principles  of  free-trade,  and  without  that 
he  was  afraid  there  would  be  no  settle- 
ment. At  present  great  pains  were  taken 
to  stimulate  cultivation.  The  farmers 
were  called  on  to  under-draio,  to  extend 
their  cultivation ;  but  if  they  followed  this 
advice,  and  the  farmers  cultivated  more, 
they  would  be  ruined.  If  they  had  after- 
wards a  bad  harvest  they  might  be  again 
prosperous,  but  after  a  few  years,  when 
abundant  harvests  intervene,  great  agri- 
cultural distress  would  ensue.  Abundant 
harvests,  which  were  so  beneficial  to  the 
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Ned  datrest  to  tbe  ■cri-  | 
cvlturkto.  ["  No,  no."]  It  w»i  no.  Tlw 
tgric«l(anits  were  now  diiiKMed— and  witli  U*  ooUe  Fricsd.  tint  iAm  he  iiid 
diArctted  by  ihe  goodbarvetloTlail  vnr.  rtaUd  with  itfcfMCt  l»  the  Aati-C«r»- 
["  No,  no."]  It  will  DM  be  denied.  Tbe  Uw  Lewse  »m  tkit: — He  AimffnnA  W 
Governmeni  coald  net  dro;  il;  Tor  the  ^—J  <■  their  prooeedingtr  aad  <f  thMC 
Goverooient  bad  ordiioed  a  prayer  for  an  «>f  mme  ot  the  agtau  in  their  caplof . 
abvndaot  hirrctt,  and  rhit  esittrd  inide  had  nid  he  waa  quite  certaia  that 
conjanctioa  with  agrinillaral  dirtnu.  If  ^  "T  «^«c»ahle  paaooa  the  p " 
Ibey  went  on  rnliiratinit  noie.  they  would    ^  i»eniba»  of  the  I^a^oe.  WBc 


_ .     .,;e 

ywa,  Ibey  woald  RmI  the  f.rmera.ai  for-  [  "W""  **  t***"  ■B««t«  •'■^  ■«  ■"  ^ 
■wriMmag  their  wheat  to  feed  their  hor«  *^*-*"  durawwed  rf  maoy  of  the  ■«« 
and  pigi,  and  then  wheal,  not  paying  the    ^^°  *>J  [^  J^"™**-  '^^  " 


POt'pierent  diitreM,  and  in  three 'or  four    iwapable  of   luiag   Ibe  laagnav 
■'  ''--•- ita   had   mmae 


crcatinf 


atine  violeiit  Cedingi;  which  wen  Kkdjr 

bteds   out    in   outnce.      He  bad  not 

alluded  narticularlp  to  Ue  UoKitace  M«d 

■     a   he   had 


cspenic  of  cultivaiioo,  would  oot  be  cul 

liraled;    tod   then    bad   barretU    would 

come,  end   the   manuraclarnt  would   be    .       ,      .  ...  ,  ■ 

diMre«ed.    When  a  riM  look  pl«e  ia  ihe    ''!  ^V,«V  P^of"""  "*»»?" 

ptieeof  cwD.and  the  .fricdrnri.i.  were    ~"r*?:..^'!^!.-^I!!l^J  :, 

again  piMperooi,  tbto   the  othpr  claiMS    '■""'-         -  — 

woald  Hifier,  and  there 

but  atlematioDior  agricultural  and 
facturini;  diiireaa.     As  ihey  wtre  encou- 
raging the  caliure  of  wheal  in  this  counlty, 
■o   our   high    prices   were   increaaine   it* 
cnlliratiQD  on  the   Continent,     lie   had 

1/™  .  il'"  ""=  •«"'""?"'  '"""Vi''-  O"    w«,t«l.  and  not  wonlTand  to  the 
arcoont  by  a  penon  who  lisd  travelled  - 


at  an   Anti-Com-Uw  ^ 

,_, , ^    heard  of  Ibow  riMcut  expreaaiaaa,  he  fcit 

be  should  not  bare  discnarged  bb  doty 
if  be  did  not  expreas  bis  eutin  dinp- 
probaliuo  of  them.  He  thought  their  aL- 
sunlitj  cren  greater  tbaD  their  violeacc 
He  oeeA  only  refer  to  Ihe  statement  made 
of  their  meetings,  that  deeds  were 


ofan  Anti-Com-Iaw  lecturer  of  the  LcBgae 
«*  ^'■•ft    in  London  irho  said.   "  Wh«  cm   be  ex- 
pected  from  (be   Duke"   (tbe   tllustrious 
ladiridual  opposite),  ''  a  peiaoa  who  nas- 
I,  and  coildi       '    ~* 


ihe  Continent  of  tbe 

being  much  increased   there,  in  order  to 
grow  it   for  our  markets.     lo  Germany, 

'  J     ,  Orin    lO  exienlivejy  CUIll.  ^^^^^u  iihtd,  wuidcii,  bdu  EainiiTD,  rot  %niw 

rated  thai  ihe  price  of  potatoes  had  risen  ^.y,  ,^  nights  at  tbe  storming  of  Sa- 

M  per  cent.,  and   Ihe  price  of  rye  had  Immanca  ?"   now  there  was  nostonaingof 

riiea    prodigiously.     He  mentioned  this,  Salamanca,  but  an  engagement  in  the  open 

M<-"uw,  in   ihe  diKiission   last  yesr,  rye  field,  being  one  of  tbe  DoUe  Uohe'a  mnt 

had  been  tfuotrd  as  a  sptcies  of  produce  jjlorious  tnumphs,  who  then  walked  lato 

which   rsried  in   tbe   price   as   much   u  Salamanca ;  but  tbe  alluiiua,  be  wh  toM. 

wheal ;  fout  now  they  might  see  why  the  was  not  to  the  stormiog  of  .SalaMtnca,  hut 

prwe  of  rye  had  increased.     He  hsd  been  an    eoually    grouodlraa   refcrew*  to   the 

led  furlber  into  this  subject  than  he  in-  storming  dsewhere  of  a  Whig  eommaBder, 

lendad,   but  he   mnut   add,  that  if  they  who  was,  he  beliered,  an  AntiXorw-lai 


wished  to  see  afrrirullural  dislresa 
paud,   and   wiilird    ro  sec   manufsclur 
flourish,  he  would  ailrise  the  Gorernment 


10  lake  imrtirJiatc  siepn  for  repealine  the    led  t"  rictney'. 


leaguer  himself,  a  gallant  Friend  of  bis, 
holly  incapable  of  permiltiog  one  siagle 
itrage  of  any  kind  among  those  whoa  he 


sIlofteihM.     If  they  did   that,  il        hanl  AiUiwrlon  did  oot  expect  that  the 


was  his  opinion,  thnl  in  a  short  [wriod  motion  of  the  noble  Earl  would  bring  O- 
prices  would  he  I'l  low.thnt  ihey  need  not  ,  general  dbcusaion  on  ihe  uriff,  and  on 
fear  the  introduction  of  any  great  qunn-  !  that  allcration  of  the  Corn-law  which  had 
lily  (if  foreign  produce  Tliey  had  been  brcn  made  to  bin  abaencc  frain  the  nmn. 
goinnon  for  twenty  yesrs  doing  mischief  try,  or  be  should  bare  been  better  pre- 
by  these  laws;  in  fact,  they  had  done  all  pa'red  to  lake  part  in  it.  He  would  nafce 
lb*"  miichierpmsihlr  by  tiipir  k-giilslion,  one  nr  two  obwrraliontt.  He  CODgratlH 
and  he  sdnned  ihcm  nnt  to  enter  into  lated  his  nnble  Frieod  npposite  (Leed 
any  new  course  of  lr);islBlton  —  not  to  lUdmir),  who  had  in  his  propbery  of  the 
make  new  laws,  but  to  put  an  end  to.  coming  harvest*  shown  biaaaelf  qiute  as 
tba  Giisling  Corn*laifi.  1  great  a  tau  M  Mtuphf  hiiBMlf    IV 
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noble  Earl  wished  to  caution  the  farmers 
agaiDSt  abundant  harrests  and  low  prices^ 
he  would   rather   caution  those  farmers 
against  over  confideoce  in  the  predictions 
ot  the   noble   Earl,  but  he  must  say,  if 
abundant    harvests   created    low    prices, 
no  person  would  see  them  with  greater 
pleasure  than  he  should.     He  was  at  the 
same  time  quite  sure  that  if  we  had  abun- 
dant harvests  and  low  prices,  that  there 
was  no  propriety  in  allowing  the  condition 
of  our  own  farmers  to  be  damaged  by 
bringing  in  a  great  quantity  of  foreign 
produce  to  add  to  the  abundance.     The 
great  corn-growing  countries  of  the  Con- 
tinent raised  wheat  as  a  merchandize,  and 
not  for  the  food  of  their  people.     Poland 
and   Russia,   and  other  countries,    grew 
wheat  for  exportation,  and  the  people  did 
not  consume   it.     If  they  abandoned  the 
law,   then   there  would  be   a  great   im- 
portation  of  wheat  from   the  Continent, 
notwithstanding   it  might    not    now    be 
wanted,  and  they  owed  it  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  law  that  we  were  not  deluged 
with  wheat  from  abroad.     On  the  great 
question  of  free-trade,  he  must  say  thai 
he  was  no  bigot,  but  he  had  always  thought 
that  those  general  principles  must  be  mo- 
dified by  the  circumstances  and  condition 
of  the  country.     As  his  noble  Friend  said, 
he  admitted  we  had  no  free-trade.     To 
talk  in  our  country  of  doing  away  with  all 
restrictions,  and  allowing  the  free  importa- 
tion and  exportation  of  all  commodities, 
while  we  had,  as  Mr.  Huskisson  said,  to 
levy  duties  and  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
50,000,000/.  sterling.,  to  talk  of  at  once 
doing  away  all  restrictions,  was,  indeed,  an 
act  ^  idiotcv.  He  said  it  with  the  greatest 
mpect  for  tlie  opinions  of  individuals ;  but 
he  must  repeat,  that  to  talk  of  free- trade 
under  these  circumstances,  was  an  act  of 
idiotcy.     If,  indeed,  all  the  states  of  Eu- 
rope had  a  free  communication  one  with 
another,  if  they  were  all  combined  as  in 
Germany,   under   the    Zollverein,  under 
our  own  system,   they  might  have  free- 
trade;    but  in  this   country,    so  dilFer- 
eetly  situated,  and  in    such  a  peculiar 
financial    condition,    it    was    impossible 
to    adopt  the  pure  and  level  system  of 
free-trade.     There  were  several  articles, 
such    as   tobacco,     which     would    grow 
in  this  country,  but  which  must  not  be 
cultivated.      Beet-root,  too,  for  making 
siigar«  could   not  be  grown  here  as  in 
France.      Again,   one   of   the    principal 
growths  of  this  country  was  barley,  it 
tt^l^  be  calledi  considering  the  great 


quantity  of  light  land  in  this  country,  as 
peculiarly  adapted  to  it,  but  what  a  tre- 
mendous impost  existed  on  that  commodity 
in  one  shape  or  other  before  it  reached  the 
consumer.     He  believed  that  it  was  not 
possible  to  find  the  growth  of  any  country 
so  heavily  taxed.     When  they  considered, 
too,  the  heavy  charges  on  the  land  for 
maintaining  the  poor   and    the   Church, 
which  was  exclusively  supported  by  the 
land,  they  must  see  that  the  application 
of  the  pure  principles  of  free- trade,  under 
such    circumstances,    was    impracticable. 
He  said,   as  Mr.   Huskisson  said  in  his 
hearing,  and  probably  in  the  hearing  of 
his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Brougham),  that, 
^'In  our  artificial  condition,  with  our  com- 
plex relations  and  vast  taxation,  it  was  not 
possible  to  establish  a  complete  freedom  of 
trade."     It  was  said  by  his  noble  Friend 
that  there  was  no  certainty  for  the  landed 
interest,  because  the  Government  would 
not  declare  its  intentions.     He  admitted 
that  it  was  of  great  importance  to  the 
landed   interest  and   to  every  other   in- 
terest not  to  be  exposed  year  after  year 
to  the  system  being  upset  on  which  they 
founded  their  proceedings.     At  the  same 
time  the  Government  did  not  profess  to 
alter  the  system,  though   it   would   not 
pledge  itself  never  to  alter  it.     The  Go- 
vernment said  it  would  not  make  an  altera- 
tion now.     That  was  satisfactory.    The 
Government  said  it  had  no  intention  to 
alter  the  law  this  year ;  and  if  his  noble 
Friend   had  implied    as  was  insinuated, 
that  he  was  prepared  to  alter  it   next 
year,    the    country    might    with    reason 
complain.     But  such  was  not  the  case ; 
and  his    noble    Friend  had  not    implied 
that  it    was  the   intention    of  the   Go- 
vernment at  any  future    year  to   make 
any  further  alteration  in  the  law.     The 
constant  repetition  of  radical  changes,  af- 
fecting the  great  interests  of  the  country, 
was  highly  to  be  deprecated.     In  the  po- 
sition in  which  this  country  now  stood, 
something  of  protection   for  land,  some 
equivalent   for  the  peculiar    charges    to 
which  land  was  liable,  something  which 
should  keep  the  property  of  the  country  in 
something  like  the  proportion  in  which  it 
stood  at  present,  was  essential  for  the  in- 
terests of  all ;  ond  more  especially  fdr  the 
interest  of  the  working  classes,  the  indus- 
trious bees  of  the  hive,  who  would  be  more 
damaged  by  any  rash   measure  affecting 
the  property  of  the  country  than  any  other 
class. 
The  Marquess  of  Clanricarde  did  not 
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ihiDk  that  the  burthens,  said  to  be  pecu- 
liar to  land 9  were  so  exclusively  borne  by 
the  landowners  as  to  entitle  them  to  ex- 
clusive protection.  It  might  be  very  true 
that  to  let  things  come  in  and  go  out 
without  any  duty  of  any  sort  whatever 
would  be  very  absurd,  but  the  advocates 
of  free-trade  contemplated  no  such  thing. 
Those  who  were  contending  for  greater 
freedbm  of  trade,  desired  that  as  far  as 
possible  differential  duties  should  be  done 
away  with,  that  as  far  as  possible  mono- 
polies should  be  abolished,  that  protection 
should  be  abated,  and  that  duties  should 
be  levied  only  with  a  view  to  revenue. 
Throughout  Ireland  the  question  had  been 
put  to  him,  what  are  Ministers  going 
to  do  with  the  Corn-laws?  and  nobody 
seemed  to  have  any  6xed  notion  on  the 
subject.  The  matter  was  hardly  clearer 
now,  though  no  doubt  a  very  clear  answer 
so  far  had  been  given,  that  Government 
did  not  mean  to  make  any  alteration  in 
the  Corn-laws  this  session — this  session, 
were  the  words.  But  at  the  same  time,  it 
was  impossible  to  deny  that  the  state  of 
this  law  was  such,  that  the  feeling  of  all 
parties  and  persons  upon  it  was  that  there 
would  be  an  alteration  before  long.  The 
noble  Lord  opposite  might  say  he  was 
satisfied  with  the  answer  which  had  been 
given ;  but  he  would  ask  the  noble  Lord, 
did  he  think  there  was  at  this  moment  a 
landlord,  a  farmer  in  the  country,  who 
could  with  confidence  settle  a  lease,  who 
could  let  or  take  land,  with  a  conviction 
that  the  rent  paid  for  it  was  fair  for  both 
parties,  looking  forward  to  the  next  ten 
years?  He  entirely  concurred  with  the 
noble  Earl  near  him,  as  to  the  prospects 
of  agriculture  for  the  next  year.  As  to 
the  proposed  committee,  he  would  have 
voted  fur  it  had  he  thought  it  calculated 
to  eflect  any  beneficial  object,  but  he  did 
not  regard  it  as  so  calculated  and  he 
could  not  support  it.  He  thought  that 
the  great  fault  of  the  Government  through- 
out was,  that  they  were  not  sufHciently 
alive  to  the  actual  state  of  the  lower 
classes,  lie  was  ready  to  believe  they 
sympathised  in  the  distress  which  had 
prevailed  ;  but  they  did  nut  attempt  to 
remedy  it  by  freeing  the  springs  of  trade 
and  commerce  in  the  only  practical  way 
by  cflTectually  settling  the  (*orn-law ;  but 
assuredly  if  they  did  not  soon  take  dccidfd 
steps  for  relieving  trade  and  commerce, 
the  country  would  Ik*  placed  in  a  stale  of 
danger,  the  degree  of  which  had  hardly 


been  exaggerated  by  the  noble  EarL 
When  they  came  to  in  quire  into  the  Corn- 
law,  they  would  find  that  the  operation  of 
the  law  had  been  injurious  to  all  parties. 

Earl  Stanhope  replied — His  noble  Friend 
at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
admitted  the  distress,  but  neither  he  nor 
any  other  noble  Lord  had  attempted  to 
explain  the  cause  of  that  distress.  Upon 
the  subject  of  the  Cora-laws  be  asserted 
that  although  the  effect  of  the  repeal  of 
the  Cora-laws  would  be  revolution,  yet  in 
the  end  it  would  establish  to  its  full  exteot 
the  protective  system  of  our  ancestors. 
He  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  bring  for- 
wsrd  the  motion  which  he  had  submitted 
to  their  Lordships  on  behalf  of  all  the 
interests  in  the  country,  for  every  interest 
was  directly  or  indirectly  concerned  io  it. 

Their  Lordships  divided.  Contents  4; 
Not  contents  25 ;  Majority  21. 

Adjourned. 

The  following  Protest  against  the  rejec* 
Hon  of  the  motion  was  entered, 

DISSENTIENT. 

1 .  Because  under  the  present  circumstances 
of  tlic  country  it  h  the  boimden  doty  of  Par- 
liament to  take  into  iu  immediate  and  most 
serious  consideration  the  means  of  proviUiiig 
for  the  profitable  employment  of  the  produc- 
tive classes,  and  for  the  due  remuneration  of 
their  industry. 

2.  Because  the  discharge  of  tliat  duly  is 
roost  urgently  requisite,  as  many  of  the  pro- 
ductive  classes  have  by  legishtivc  measures 
been  recently  deprived  to  a  very  considerable 
extent  of  the  protection  which  their  industry 
formerly  enjoyed,  and  which  they  have  an  un- 
doubted right  to  claim. 

3.  Because  that  reduction  of  their  protection 
has  been  very  injurious  to  many  of  the  pro- 
ductive classes,  by  depriving  them  ol  employ- 
ment, or  by  diminishing  their  profiu,  or  their 
wages,  and  they  are  therefore  entitled  to 
demand  redress,  which  cannot  be  refused  with- 
out Hagrant  injustice. 

4.  Because  the  grievous  distre^  and  desti- 
tution which  many  of  the  productive  classes 
now  sufler  must  produce  ju!>»t  and  general  dif- 
conteni,  and  redress  cannot  he  delayed  without 
imminent  danger  to  all  classes  uf  the  com- 
munity. 

5.  Because  there  exists  no  reasonable  ex- 
pectation that  the  prosperity  of  this  country 
can  l>e  restored,  thit  lU  peari*  can  t>e  pre- 
Nerved,  or  that  protiuble  employment,  with 
due  remuneration,  can  be  provi<icd  for  the 
prodttcuve  classes,  unless  (uU  protection  should 
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hr  given  to  their  industry  and 

Stab  HOPE. 

Kbnvon,  forati  ihe  III 

thai  part  which  calls 

to  provide  due  reniu 

hour,  nhich,  I   fear   is  beyond  the 

power  of  Parliament  i    and  for  the 

3d  reatoD, 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Thursday,  Febniary  9,  1843. 


T.D.      B,S, 


L  Ingtii,  from  th 


Hr.  Tnitlii,  from  Abngclc.  by  Lord  B .  Groivmoi,  fnjin 
Chater,  uhI  b;  Obtn  hon.  Manten,  ftcni  Dedlligh, 
LIUTWft,  St.  George,  Denbigh,  Coiuily  of  DenlH^, 
Weill,  Llimt]rulio,  Uuelldui,  Vipylty,  LIut^T  DyOryn 
Clwyd,  far  the  RepnJ  of  (he  S  ml  T  Will.  4Ih,  c 
T7,  u  fu  H  rrlUH  la  the  Union  of  Ihe  Shm  of  Bingor 
Uld  St.  Avph^Bf  Mt.  T.  Dimcombe,  from  Km^od- 
upOD-Hull,  trom  Mnetin^  at  LoughbDTcnigh,MlTylet»D*, 
Nonheh,  Bunih!)!,  and  Ne-poit  (lile  of  Wight),  fiv  [n- 

— Hy  Mi.  FtTTond.  fnjm  Mincn  of  tout  Bridge,  for  md 
if  Weighing  thdr  Woik.-    ~ 


polof  Ih 
DlBTKBSS  OF  THE    CoUKTRT — RuLES 

fOR  Notices.]  Mr,  Ferrand  gave  notice 
thai  when  the  hon.  Member  for  Woiver- 
hamptoii  brought  forward  his  motion  for 
the  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws,  he  would 
move  the  following  amendment:— 

"  That  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  Ihe 
total  repeal  of  the  Corn-taws,  instead  of  dinjin- 
ishJDg  Ihe  present  depression  of  trade,  and 
ihe  dreadful  lufierings  of  the  working  classes, 
would  tend  greatly  to  increase  the  shock 
lately  given  to  all  those  whose  modes  of  think. 
iog,  feeling,  and  business  have  been  regulated 
by  living  uDdet  a  wise  and  benignant  constitu- 
lioD,  which  ha*  till  lately,  recognised  the  rights 
of  property,  the  nroteciion  of  industry,  and 
tbejustandequitatilB  requital  oflahour ;  under 
which  great  and  extensive  interests  have  grown 
up  both  in  the  agricultural,  commercial,  aud 
manufacturing  property  of  Ihe  country;  and 
that  the  preposterous  conception  of  the  present 
depression  in  trade  being  caused  by  the  Corn- 
laws  caoDOt  have  a  place  anywhere,  except 
possibly  in  the  minds  of  a  few  among  our 
own  countrymen,  hard  pressed  by  the  recent 
complications  of  commercial  disaster,  and  pre- 
disposed accordingly  to  the  most  doleful  ima- 
ginalioita,  or  of  discarded  miolsten  and  greedy 
expectants  of  ofiBce,  Thai  a  gambling  prin- 
ciple has  of  late  yean  entered  into  trade,  which 
has  been  ezbibited  by  Ihe  liulure,  to  the  amount 
of  800,0001.,  of  the  Manchester  Joint-stock 
Bank,  knowD  by  the  name  of  '  The  Bank  ot 
S^nadu ;'  aided  by  iba  wholcMlQ  *  immigra- 


tion' of  labourers  from  the  southern  counties 
the  manufacturing  districts,  through  the 
agency  and  at  the  express  request  of  some  of 
the  Lancashire  millowners,  as  is  shown  in  ibeit 
correspondence  with  the  Poor-law  Commis- 
ners,  wherein  they  undertook  to  absorb  the 
plus  population  of  the  south ;  and  that  this 
gambliog  system  has  widely  extended  the 
sharp  and  rapidly  increasing  sufferings  of  all 
classes  in  the  manufacturing  districts,  enlarged 
by  the  breadth  of  the  changes  effected  in  our 
agricultural  and  commercial  system  under  the 
new  tariff.  That  the  system  lately  introduced 
hy  many  of  the  manufacturers  in  this  country, 
of  never  recognising  the  principle  that  trade 
can  only  be  healthy  and  prosperous  when  the 
supply  keeps  pace  with  the  demand,  has  had 
a  fatally  paralysing  influence  upon  all  descrip. 
tions  of  trade,  whilst  Ihe  introduction  of  the 
power-loom,  and  the  combing-machine  have 
crippled  to  an  astounding  degree  the  industry 
of  the  manufacturing  operatives,  placed  their 
labour  at  the  mercy  of  their  masters,  and 
inflicted  the  most  horrible  sufferings  on  our 
high-hearted  labouring  population,  by  forcing 
that  competition  among  them  for  employment, 
which  is  already  keen  and  restless,  atlogetfaer 
ruinous  and  destructive.  That  Ihe  sudden  and 
splendid  opulence  lately  acquired  by  many  of 
the  manufacturers  of  this  country  has  been 
obtained  by  denying  to  labour  its  just  requital, 
by  grinding  down  the  operatives  into  the  dust 
for  the  purpose  of  '  equalizing  wages,'  by  the 
swindling  truck  system,  and  by  destroying 
manual  labour  with  the  introduction  of  steam 
machinery,  which  has  rendered  reckless  so 
many  labourers,  that  heretofore  had  never 
quailed  under  misfortunes,  nor  ceased  for  a 
moment  to  place  their  trusts,  so  far  as  regarded 
human  means,  in  their  own  dauntless  spirit, 
their  skilful  Angers,  and  Iheir  Indefatigable 
arms.  That  the  period,  foretold  hy  the  late 
Sir  Itoben  Peel  has  at  length  arrived,  when 
the  indiscriminate  and  unlimited  employnient 
of  the  poor  has  been,  and  is  attended  with  ef- 
fects so  serious  and  alarming,  that  they  cannot 
be  contemplated  without  dismay;  that  the 
machinery  of  our  manufactures  has  been 
brought  to  such  perfection,  that  instead  of 
being  a  blessing  to  the  nation,  it  had  been 
converted  into  the  bitterest  curse;  and  that  as 
Parliament  is  omnipolent  to  protecl,  so  is  it 
bound  under  the  most  sacred  obligations  to 
deliver  the  poor  oul  of  the  hands  of  Iheit 
oppressors." 

Sir  R.  Inglis  said,  that,*  before  the 
notice  was  entered  on  the  books,  he  begged 
to  call  the  hon.  Member's  attention  to  one 
expression  contained  ia  it,  and  which  he 
believed  the  hon.  Member,  if  he  reconsi- 
dered it,  would  not  allow  to  remain.  He 
alluded  to  the  description  of  the  Manches- 
ter Commercial  Bank  as  the  "  Bank  of 
Squander."  He  submitted  lo  the  bon. 
Member  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
plwe  upoD  the  records  of  the  Hodh  irords 
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like  thit,  affecting  the  character  of  a  pablic 
body. 

Mr.  Ferrand  did  not  know  whether  he 
should  be  in  order  if  be  were  to  offer  a  few 
words  in  explanation.  The  description  of 
the  bank,  to  which  the  hon.  Member  ob- 
jected, was  applied  to  it  by  Mr.  Greg,  of 
Manchester,  who  was  one  of  the  proprie- 
tors. 

Mr.  Roe6tfc^  asked  whether  it  were  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  House 
that,  under  the  guise  of  putting  a  notice 
on  the  books,  an  hon.  MemlMr  should 
print  a  political  pamphlet. 

Tha  Speaker :  That  certainly  would  not 
be  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the 
House.  He  had  not  collected  the  whole 
of  the  hon.  Member's  notice,  but  from 
what  he  had  heard,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  it  was  not  the  sort  of  notice  which 
was  sanctioned  by  the  rules  of  the  House, 
and  he  thought  the  hon.  Member  would 
act  wtsel;f  if  he  withdrew  it  for  the  purpose 
of  reconsiderine  it« 

Notice  withdrawn. 

ReGISTKATION  OrVoTER8(lRCLAKD.)] 

Mr.  &  O'Brien  uked  whether  the  Go- 
vernment intended  to  bring  in  a  bill 
ft>r  regulating  'the  elective  franchise  in 
Ireland. 

Sir  J,  Graham  said,  he  had  already 
announced  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  introduce  a  Bill  respecting 
the  registration  of  voters  in  England,  and 
it  was  also  their  intention  to  bring  forward 
a  Bill  on  the  subject  of  the  registration  of 
voters  in  Ireland.  In  that  Bill  the  Govern- 
ment would  deal  with  the  franchise  as  they 
might  deem  expedient 

ArrAiRS  OF  Stria.]  Sir  C.  Napier 
asked  whether  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was 
in  possession  of  information  which  would 
enable  him  to  state  that  the  Turkish  go- 
vernment had  made  compensation  to  the 
Emir  Beschir,  and  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Lebanon,  for  the  property  which  was 
destroyed  during  the  late  war  in  Syria  ? 

Sir  R.  Peel  replied,  that  her  Majesty's 
Government  had  constantly  urged  on  ine 
government  of  the  Porte  the  justice  and 
necessity  of  making  compensation  for  the 
losses  sustained  by  the  Syrian  population 
during  the  war.  Her  Majesty  s  Govern- 
ment had  frequently  received  assurances 
from  the  government  of  the  Porte,  that  in 
some  cases  full  reparation  bad  been  made, 
and  tbii  other  cases  were  «nder  consi- 


deration. Since  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  asked  a  question  on  a  former 
evening  respecting  the  Emir  Beschir,  the 
Government  had  received  a  communica- 
tion from  Sir  Stratford  Canning  at  Con- 
stantinople,  the  substance  of  which,  as  re- 
garded the  Emir,  be  had  no  ol]jection  to 
state  to  the  House.  Sir  Stratford  Can- 
ning had  availed  himself  of  every  oppor- 
tunity of  pressing  on  the  government  of 
the  rorte  the  necessity  of  settling  the 
claims  of  the  Emir  Beschir.  In  Turkey, 
however,  as  in  other  countries,  claims 
were  contested,  and  it  happened  that  the 
Turkish  government  disputed  tbt  amount 
of  the  Emir  Beschir's  claim^  and  consi- 
derable delay  bad  consequently  arisen; 
but  Sir  8.  Canning,  in  his  last  communi- 
cation, received  on  the  6tb  February,  said 
that  the  Effendi  had  stated,  in  aMwer  to 
a  question  put  by  him,  that  a  firman  had 
been  issued  for  making  compeosatkNi  to 
the  sufferers  in  the  late  tnmbles,  oat  of  a 
tribute  about  to  be  raised.  Of  course,  be 
could  not  make  himself  responsible  in  the 
matter ;  he  could  only  say,  that  tha  British 
Government  lost  no  opportunity  of  press- 
ing on  the  government  of  the  Porte  the 
necessity  of  making  compensation  to  the 
Emir  Beschir,  as  well  as  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Lebanon  generally,  for  the  losses 
sustained  by  them. 

Dr.  Bowring  wished,  while  they  were 
on  the  subject  of  Syria,  to  put  a  utiestion 
to  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  A  chief  named 
Achmet  Reschid  had,  in  consequence  of 
our  interference  at  Constantinople,  been 
nominated  to  the  government  of  a  district 
in  Syria.  He  (Dr.  Bowring)  had  been 
given  to  understand  that  this  chief  was  set 
aside  and  imprisoned  by  order  of  tbe 
Turkish  government  of  Syria.  He  wanted 
to  know  if  tbe  right  hon.  Baronet  had  any 
knowledge  of  the  fact  ? 

Sir  R.  Peel  hoped  be  was  not  to  be 
made  responsible  for  the  acts  of  other 
governments.  Tbe  British  Government 
would  use  its  influence  to  induoe  the  go* 
vemmeat  of  the  Poite  to  keep  its  engage- 
ments; but  he  hoped  hon.  Gentlemen 
would  act  upon  their  own  doctrine  of  non- 
intervention, and  not  press  him  to  speak, 
as  if  they  considered  him  the  minister  of 
the  Porte,  and  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
that  government.  He  could  only  say, 
that  the  influence  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment should  be  exerted  to  tbe  utmost  to 
induce  the  Porte  to  fulfil  the  engagemenu 
which  it  bad  made ;  but  be  would  not  go 
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a  step  further ;  he  disclaimed  all  respon- 
sibility for  the  acts  of  the  Turkish  govern- 
ment. 

Sir  C  Napier  said,  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  property  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Lebanon  had  been  destroyed  by  the 
troops  under  his  command,  by  his  orders. 
He  wished  to  know  in  the  event  of  the 
Turkish  government  refusing  compensa- 
tion on  that  account,  whether  the  British 
Grovernment  would  consider  itself  bound 
to  make  it  ? 

Sir  i^.  Peel  said,  he  was  not  prepared 
to  contract  any  engagements  of  that  kind. 
He  apprehended  that  we  interfered  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  the  dominion  of  the 
Porte  in  Syria;  Turkey  gladly  availed 
herself  of  our  assistance,  and  the  result 
was  the  establishment  of  the  supremacy  of 
her  power.  He-  thought,  therefore,  that, 
as  far  as  considerations  of  equity  went, 
Turkey  ought  to  make  the  required  com- 
pensation. It  was  rather  too  much  to  ask 
him  to  make  compensation  for  acts  which 
were  considered  necessary  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  Turkish  supremacy.  If  the 
gallant  Officer  would  favour  him  with  an 
account  of  the  details  of  his  operations, 
and  the  extent  of  the  damage  he  had  done, 
he  (Sir  R.  Peel)  would  undertake  to  sub- 
mit it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Porte. 

Church  Extension.]  Mr.  Hawes 
asked  what  course  the  Government  in- 
tended to  take  upon  the  subject  of  Church 
Extension  ? 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  the  hon.  Member 
should  receive  ample  notice  of  any  mea- 
iure  which  the  Government  intended  to 
introduce  upon  the  subject.  In  the  course 
of  last  Session,  he  (Sir  R.  Peel)  had  stated 
that  the  superintendence  of  the  spiritual 
wants  of  some  districts,  particularly  the 
great  manufacturing  towns,  deserved,  and 
should  receive,  the  utmost  consideration 
OQ  the  part  of  the  Government,  and,  cer- 
tainlyi  the  events  which  occurred  last  au- 
tumn had  only  tended  to  confirm  the  opi- 
nion he  then  expressed.  The  subject  had 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  Government. 
He  was  aware  of  the  inconvenience  arising 
from  making  fttatetnents  in  answer  to  ques- 
tions. He  knew  the  misconstruction  to 
which  he  would  be  liable  if  he  merely 
stated  I  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  bring  forward  a  measure  for 
Church  Extension.  It  would  at  once  be 
•apposed  that  he  meant  to  propose  large 
gtiola  from  the  public  funds  for  that  ob« 


ject.  He  hoped  to  be  able  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  subject,  which 
he  considered  one  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance; but  the  principle  of  any  measure 
which  he  might  propose  would  be  to  make 
as  available  as  possible  for  present  wants 
and  exigencies  those  growing  revenues 
which,  there  was  ground  for  believing, 
would  be,  though  at  a  rather  remote  pe- 
riod, at  the  disposal  of  the  ecclesiastical 
commissioners.  Much  might  be  effected 
by  taking  advantage  of  the  credit  of  the 
revenues  which  would  ultimately  accrue  in 
the  hands  of  the  ecclesiastical  commis- 
sioners, for  the  purpose  of  supplying  pre- 
sent deficiencies.  When  he  should  bHng 
forward  the  measure,  he  trusted  it  would 
receive  the  willing  assent  and  co-opera- 
tion of  all  those  who  were  desirous  of  re- 
medying the  great  evils  which  arose,  in 
populous  districts,  from  the  want  of  reli- 
gious instruction. 

Petitions — Committee.]  Mr,  G.  W. 
Wood  moved  the  reappointment  of  a 

''Select  committee,  to  whom  shall  be  re- 
ferred all  petitions  presented  to  the  House, 
with  the  exception  of  such  as  eomplain  of 
undue  returns,  or  relate  to  private  bills ;  and 
that  such  committee  do  classify  and  prepare 
abstracts  of  the  same,  in  such  form  and  man- 
ner as  shall  appear  to  them  best  suited  to 
convey  to  the  House  all  requisite  information 
respecting  their  contents  and  do  report  the 
same  from  time  to  time  to  the  House ;  and 
that  such  reports  do  in  all  cases  set  forth 
the  number  of  signatures  to  each  petition :— - 
And  that  such  committee  have  power  to  direct 
the  printing  in  extento  of  such  petitions,  or 
of  such  parts  of  petitions,  as  shall  appear  to 
require  it : — And  that  such  committee  have 
power  to  report  their  observations  thereupon 
to  the  House.'' 

The  hon.  Member  moved  that  the 
following  Members  constittite  the  com- 
mittee : 

«  Mr.  George  William  Wood,  Sir  Robert 
Harry  Inglis,  Mr.  Edward  Boiler,  Mr.  Bro« 
therton,  Mr.  Owen  Stanley,  Mr.  Pusey,  Mr. 
Charles  Howard,  Mr.  Villiers  Stuart,  Captain 
Jones,  Viscount  Duncan,  Earl  of  Arundel  and 
Surrey,  Mr.  Buckley,  Lord  Gourtenay,  Mr. 
William  Hamiltoo,  and  Mr.  Cripps.'' 

Mr.  Williams  said,  he  attached,  perhaps, 
more  importance  to  this  committee  than 
many  hon.  Members  might  do,  and  he 
therefore  wished  to  express  his  regret  to 
see  upon  the  proposed  committee  the 
names  of  several  Gentlemen  who  he  be^^ 
lieved  would  not  give  their  attendance^ 
several^ who  were  on  the  committee  laet 
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year,  and  never  came  near  it  once.     As  a  had  been  upon  the  list,  and  it  was  cer* 

general    rule,  indeed^   he   believed   that  tainly  his  with  that  it  should  stand  there, 

committees  appointed  by  private  Members  He  was  surprised,  however,  that  the  boo. 

were  entitled  to  very  little  confidence.     A  Gentleman  should  have  spoken  with  so 

committee  of  this  importance  ought  not  much   severity  of  the  committee.      The 

to  be  composed  with  a  view  to  the  con-  hon.  Gentleman  was  constant  in  his  aU 

ciliation  of  purely  party  feelings.     Some  tendance  on  the  committee  last  year,  and 

person  ought  to  be  placed  there  in  whom  never  complained  then  of  the  manner  in 

the  people  at  large  felt  confidence.     He  which  the  business  was  transacted  there, 
wished  to  see  a  better  system  adopted,  in        Mr.  Hume  thought  the  committee  loo 

the  place  of  the  slovenly  one  that  now  numerous.     If  they  wanted  to  have  the 

prevailed.    He  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman  work  well  done,  they  ought  to  have  the 

would  not  press  his  motion  at  present,  but  responsibility  less  divided.     For  his  own 

reconsider  it,  and  bring  it  forward  on  some  pan  he  thought  the  committee  ought  to 

future  evening.  be  limited  to  five. 

Mr.  Wallace  considered  the  committee        Committee  appointed. 
as  of  00  importance  at  all.    The  people        Mr.  G.  W.  Wood  moved  that  the  name 

had  no  confidence  in  the  manner  in  which  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Coventry  be  added 

their  petitions  were  treated,  and  be  for  one  to  the  committee. 

cared  nothing  about  how  the  committee        Mr.  Williams  said  he  should  decidedly 

was  composed.     They  ought  to  resort  to  object  to  that  motion, 
•the  practice  that  was  formerly  customary.        The  Speaker  said  that  the  motioo  coaM 

of  discussing  petitions  on  presentation  ;  not  be  put  without  a  regular  notice, 
until  that  was  done  it  was  impossible  the  r^  t    n 

people  should  take  any  interest  in  the  mat-        Ecclesiastical  Courts.]    Dr.  AicM/ 

ier.     Nor  aught  they.     He  had  made  a  «>se.  Pursuant   to  the  announcement  in 

motion  last  year  to  return  to  the  ancient  ^^f'  Majesty  s  Speech,  that  measures  for 

practice,  but  the  majority  by  which  he  had  ^^'^  ,"°P'^^^'»^°^.  ^^  ^^^  adminiatrmtion 

been  defeated  was  so  large  that  he  felt  ?^  the  Uw  would  be  submitted  to  Par. 

unwilling  to  revive  the  moUon,  though  he  ''"■"^?*'  ^  '^  discharge  of  a  daty  CMt 

had  at  the  time  given  notice  that  he  would  "P^°  '""1  ^i^  *«  ^^If.™"^^'  ^.  T^J^ 

do  so  in  the  course  of  the  present  Session.  ^Z""'        ^°^  '°  A  r    ^JTTV"^-^ 

rt  1 1    ^«.    U-.   ^         I  .  .1  ..  certain  recommendations  of  the  Eccleaiaati- 

He  would   not,  however,  let  the  matter  _.i  /.        •    •  t  .•      «.    ^t.     j    •  • 

.         ,    .         I !        I    r  ..  cal  Commissioners  relatinff  to  the  admini- 

drop,  but  would  apply  for  some  committee  ^^^^  j^„  ^^  .^^j^  .^  ^^  ecde«asUcd  coorU 

that  should  enquire  whether  some  plan  j„  Englana  and  Wales.  The  jurisdiction  in 
might  not  be  suggested  tha  would  give  those  ^urts  was  of  a  mixed  spiritual  and 
Members  a  greater  latitude  than  they  now  ^^„  ^  character.  The  spirit^  inhemt 
enjoyed.  He  frequently  availed  himself  of  ;„  ^\,^  Episcopal,  hardly  came  within  the 
his  privilege  of  taking  strangers  to  Uie  of  Parliamentary"  legisUtion-the 
ea llery,  and  when  he  did  so,  he  never  temporal  derived  from  the  Taw  and  cus- 
failed  to  direct  their  attention  to  the  ^^^  ^,f  tj,g  i^od.  The  latter  related 
manner  in  which  the  petitions  of  the  peo-  chiefly,  though  by  no  means  exclusively, 
pie  were  crammed  into  the  big  bag.  and  n,  matrimonial  contracts  and  tesUmentary 
he  could  very  well  sympathize  with  the  eases.  He  conceivwl  that  the  jurtadic. 
disgust  which  people  felt  and  expressed  tion  in  matrimonial  contractu  was  given 
m  seeing  the  petitions  dealt  with  in  that  to  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  partly  in  con- 
manner.  For  his  own  part,  he  cared  so  sequence  of  the  fart  that  marriage '  at 
little  about  the  construction  of  this  com-  that  j>eriod  was  regarded  as  a  sacrament, 
mittee,  that  if  his  hon.  Friend  were  to  and  partly  because  the  marriage  law  was 
divide  the  House  on  the  subject,  he  would  chiefly  founded  on  the  canon  law.  a 
not  take  the  trouble  of  dividing  with  him.  foreign  law,  adopted  in  part  as  the  law 
Mr.  G.  W.  Wood  regretted  to  find  that  of  England,  but  little  known  to  Enftlish 
the  proposed  list  had  not  given  satisfaction  lawyers  or  courts— only  to  be  found  in 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Coventrv*  There  manuscript,  or  handed  down  by  oral  tra- 
was  certainly  one  omission  which  he  (Mr.  dition.  In  the  present  day,  however. 
Wood)  was  sorry  for,  but  he  could  assure  marriage  was,  by  the  Uw  of  Englaod.  no 
the  House  it  was  the  result  of  mere  inad-  longer  regarded  as  a  sacrament.  Its  va- 
vertency.  He  had  really  believed  the  lidity  or  invalidity  rested  not  oo  the  cmnon 
name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Coventry  manuKript  laWi  but  the  statute  Uw  of  the 
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land,  and  on   decided  cases — it  was  dry 
question  of  law — the  decisions  must   be 
according  to  that  law — there  was  no  dis- 
cretion in  the  judge,  nor  had  the  courts 
had  jurisdiction  to  release  parties  a  vinculo 
malrimonii.      All  they  had  now  to  do  in 
that  respect  was  to  inquire  whether  the 
marriage  contract  had  been  entered  into 
according  to  the  forms  prescribed  by  the 
law  of  the  land,  or  whether  either  party 
had   been  released  by  the  misconduct  of 
the  other  from   the  duty  of  cohabitation 
and  maintenance.     But  suits  of  this  na- 
ture involved  questions  affecting  the  most 
important  interests  of  not  only  the  im- 
mcndiate  parties  to  them,  but  also  their 
descendants,   not  merely  rights    of  pro- 
perty, but  of  personal  status  and  legiti- 
macy.    Suits  were  frequently  carried  on 
with  great  acrimony  on  both   sides,  and 
gave  rise  to  questions  of  great  nicety  and 
delicacy  in  which  the  passions  and  feelings 
of  the  parties  were  much  excited — where 
large  masses  of  conflicting  evidence  were 
introduced^  requiring  on  the  part  of  the 
judge  great   knowledge  of  the  law  and 
principles  of  evidence  —  great  power  of 
sifting  and  weighing  testimony^  and  the 
correct  adjudication  of  which  required  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  human  nature,  and 
of  the  springs  of  human  action.     Any  one 
who  recollected  the  celebrated  judgments 
by  Lord  Stowell,  in  the  cases  of ''  Dalrym- 
ple  V.  Dairy m pie"  and  "  Evans  v.  Evans*' 
must  feel  convinced  that  the  judges  of  the 
courts  in  which  they  were  decided  required 
abilities  and  qualifications  of  the  hiebest 
order.  The  next  matters  which  had  hitherto 
been  confided  to  the  jurisdiction  of  eccle- 
siastical courts,  were  testamentary  cases. 
These  came  under  such  jurisdiction  at  a 
period  when  the  bishops  claimed  the  right 
to  apply  the  property  of  intestate  persons 
to  pious  uses,  without  even  paying  their 
debts.     In  the  course  of  time>  this  claim 
had  been  considerably  limited^  the  bishops 
were  first  obliged  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
intestate  out  of  his  property  before  any  of 
it  could  be  applied  to  pious  uses.     Subse- 
quent restrictions  had^  however,  required 
that  the  property  of  the  intestate  should 
be  distributed  according  to  his  will,  and 
lastlv,  that  it  should  be  distributed  to. his 
widow  and  children,  or  next  of  kin  ;  and, 
failing  these,  should  go  to  the  Crown.    At 
the  present  day^  then  the  basis  and  reason 
OD  which  testamentary  matters  were  re- 
ferred to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ecclesias- 
tical courts  had  ceased  to  exist.      An- 
olliec  reason  why  they   should  not  be 


allowed  to  remain  under  the  present  juris- 
diction was  the  large  amount  of  property 
for  which  probate  was  now  taken,  compared 
with  what  it  had  been  formerly.     In  the 
years    1826,   1827,   and   1828,  or    1827, 
1828,  1829,  he  did  not  recollect  which,  the 
avttrage  annual  amount  for  which  probate 
had   been   taken   out   in  the  prerogative 
Court  of  Canterbury  alone,  was  not  less 
than  43,000,000/.      Suitors  in  courts  in 
which  questions  affecting  property  to  such 
large  amounts  were  raised,  ought  to  have 
the  advantages  of  able  judges  instructed 
by  able  counsel,   and   practitioners    con- 
stantly engaged  in  such  matters  attend- 
ing courts^  where  questions  relating   to 
them  were  publicly  discussed  and  decided, 
and  in  which  there  was  sufficient  business 
to  keep  up  their  knowledge  of  law.     The 
want  of  such   a  tribunal  occasioned   dis- 
content and  dissatisfaction — miscarriage  of 
justice  —  multiplication   of  appeals  were 
carried   on   to  a   final  hearing,  which  a 
properly  appointed  court  would   have  de- 
cided on  points  preliminary  to  the  merits 
of  the  case.     At  present,  there  were  not 
less  in  England    and    Wales   than    400 
courts   havings  jurisdiction   to  grant  pro- 
bates and  administrations.    They  consisted 
of  Archiepiscopal  courts,  bishops'  courts* 
diaconal  courts,  archidiaconal  courts,  sub- 
diaconal  courts,  county  courts,  manorial  and 
other  courts.  In  many  instances  there  were 
so  many  as  three  successive  appeals,  not 
merely  upon  the  final  sentence  and  on 
points  decidmg  the  real  question  at  issue, 
but  on  every  successive  intermediate  judi- 
cial act ;  an  appeal  from  the  Archdeacon 
to  the  Chancellor,  from  the  Chancellor  to 
the  Arches,  from  the  Arches  to  the  judicial 
Committee,  and  previously  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  that  committee,  there  might  have 
been  an  application  to  the  ChanceQor  for  a 
commission  of  review.     There  was  a  case 
in  which  the  cause  had  originally  com- 
menced in    the   Archdeacon's    Court  at 
Totness,  and   thence  there  had   been  an 
appeal  to  the  Court   at  Exeter,   thence 
to  the  Arches,  and  thence  to  the  Dele- 
gates;   and   all    these    proceedings    had 
taken   place  while  the  question  at  issue 
was  simply,  which  of  two  persons  had  the 
right  of  hanging  his  hat  on  a  particular 
peg  in    the  Church.     These  courts  not 
only  had   to  decide  on  the  validity,  but 
on  the  construction  of  wills.     The  ques- 
tion whether  an  individual  was  executor  ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  or  not,  was  one  which 
they  must  decide,  as  the  foundation  of 
the  original  grant ;  and  if  they  decided  it 
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abttracCions  nttniltkn  wbkk,  io  msm 
cases,  ther  bad  adnally  iuideiy»c>  Aa* 
other  pout  was  tlie  insecontr  of  tbs 
grmot  of  probate  when  Bude.  If  a  pentMi 
diod  pnssjpssid  of  psrmiahf  to  tbo  vakie 
of  5/L,  IB  aof  otber  Jorisdictioo  tbaa  tbat 
in  which  be  died,  pmoytife  probate  was 
reqairedy  whicb,  if  graoted  impniperiff 
was  only  Toidable,  aod  all  mesne  acte  wtra 
good  ;  but  if  a  coontiy  oourt  graated  pro* 
bate  improperly,  it  was  absolotelv  void, 
and  all  payments  to  esccoton  or  adsMDis- 
trators  «ere  liable  to  be  demanded  orer 
again.  And  thii  qucstioo  did  not  arise  on 
points  easily  disotmible  at  the  tiaMi  fcr 
whereas  simple  contract  debte  founded 
the  jurisdiction  where  the  debtor  was  at 
the  time  of  death  liTing,  speoiahies  wore 
confined  to  the'  jurisdictions  in  wbicb 
they  were  deposited  at  that  moment;  often 
questions  very  embarrassing  arose  boft: 
of  policiet  of  insurance^  for  instance, 
some  were  simple  contracts  only,  wkib 
others    were    under   seal.      Tbe   conoa- 

Jfuenoe  of  these  difficolties  waa  that, 
or  instance,  the  Bank  rsftned  to  trana* 
fer  on  any  probate  exoqil  prerogative; 
and  tlie  Court  of  Chancory  acted  oa  the 
same  principle.  Again,  ii  the  property 
were  in  two  prorinoes,  double  probate  was 
required;  entailing,  of  coarse,  doable 
expense,  delay,  aad  trouUo.  Tba  offiesa 
in  these  courte  were  also  in  a  rery  nnsa« 
tisfutory  stete.  He  spoke  of  tfce  period 
when  the  commissioa  made  ite  rspert,  as 
the  courts  had  then  been  rspteeented  in 
their  natural  condition,  nnnreparsd  farelH 
serration  aad  inquiry.  Tne  aiaeeure  ra* 
gistrarsbips  alone  cost  the  countey  89,0001. 
a-years  the  deputy  registrarsbip,  b  addi* 
tion,  was  15,000/.  a-year :  the  judgeskips, 
exclusive  of  the  provincial  coartSp  were  al- 
most entirely  sinecurss,  aad  cost  9«500l. 
per  annum.  He  wouM  aot  iaqoire  who 
held  these  oflices,  or  inte  the  aature  of  the 
catea  decided  by  thooe  gentlemen.  The 
great  mass  of  the  important  testamentary 
and  matrimonial  causes  wars  decided  in 
the  London  courts,  while  the  caoses  as 
to  brawling,  defimiation,  and  sindlar  pro* 
ceedings,  open  to  risk  of  porsecution,  were 
decided  in  the  country.  Of  cauies  on 
defamation,  there  were,  during  the  three 
years  1827-8*9,  in  London  only  tkree, 
in  the  country  328 }  for  brawling,  in  Lon- 
don five,  seventeen  in  the  country  i  and 
of  persons  imprisoned  in  conseqoence  of 
nroc^eedings  in  the  eccleaiaitical  eoorts,  in 
l^ondoii  there  were  two,  ia  the  couatry 
sixty*seven.     This  showed  tkal  in  Lsa- 


wroagly  the  handle  of  the  property 
ffiven  to  parties  who  bad  no  rirat  to 
It,  and  who  would  not  have  to  render  the 
security  required  in  the  caie  of  an  admi- 
nistrator. Again,  the  next  of  kin  being 
entitled  to  administration  in  the  event 
of  there  being  no  executor,  or  no  one 
willing  to  talm  it,  or  no  general  resi- 
duary legatee  (who  was  entitled  to  exclude 
the  next  of  kin)—  a  question  might  arise 
upon  the  residuary  clause,  whether  it 
were  general  or  limited,  the  decisioo  upon 
that  point  involved  not  only  the  right  of 
the  person  to  administer  the  estate,  but  it 
generally  went  out  to  the  world  that  who* 
ever  got  the  grant  had  obtained  the  posi- 
tion of  residuary  legatee.  So,  again,  as  to 
the  questions  upon  the  execution  of  wills 
under  the  new  act— questions  which  were 
most  difficult  and  delicate,  and  which  arose 
daily  in  great  numbera.  In  the  Preroga- 
tive Court,  when  the  doubt  arose  as  to 
whether  a  will  had  been  dulv  executed, 
the  registrar  took  the  objection,  counsel 
were  consulted— the  matter  was  brought 
before  the  Court,  and  it  was  duly  and 
publicly  decided ;  whereas,  in  the  country, 
these  questions  were  disposed  of  by  regis- 
trars in  their  chambers,  with  no  means  of 
advice  or  assistance.  If  probate  were  un. 
duly  granted  or  unduly  refused,  the  pro- 
perty went  in  the  wrong  direction,  and  the 
error  must  be  corrected  by  an  expensive 
Ktiffation.  Surely  there  was  ample  proof 
of  the  necessity  of  some  adequate  tribunal  to 
decide  such  auestions.  It  was  of  the  utmost 
importance  tliat  uniformity  and  accuracy  of 
determination  should  prevail ;  but,  unfor* 
tunately,  sometimes  where  the  suoerior 
judge,  after  careful  consideration  haa  pro4 
nounoed  a  solemn  adjudication,  inferior 
judges  refused  to  be  guided  by  it.  Diffi* 
culties  arose  too,  from  the  multiplicity  of 
their  oourte»  as  to  sesrches  for  wills.  It 
was  almost  impossible  to  know  where  a  will 
should  be  looked  for,  unless  a  very  recent 
one;  yet  it  constantly  happened  that  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  in  legal  proceed- 
ings to  know  not  only  whether  a  will  had 
been  proved,  but  where,  and  how,  Had 
whether  by  competent  authority.  The 
custody  of  these  documents  was  also  roost 
insecure  and  unsatisfactory.  In  too  many 
places  copies  were  not  registered,  and  the 
originals  were  exposed  to  injury  from  damp, 
danger  fiom  fire,  and  ravages  of  rats. 
Besides,  persons  who  went  to  inquire  alwut 
wills,  if  there  were  not  cupieH,  must  he 
shown  the  originals,  which  had  thus  no 
protection  from  injury,  interpolation,  or 
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don,  where  gentlemen  of  character  and 
education  practised  as  advocates,  and 
judges  exercised  a  proper  degree  of  con- 
trol, these  species  of  cases  were  gene- 
rally nipped  in  the  bud,  while  in  the 
country  they  came  to  perfection.  It 
was  the  object  of  the  measure  he  had 
the  honour  of  proposing,  to  remedy  the 
great  mass  of  these  serious  evils,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  do  so  effectually.  His 
plan  was  to  divide  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction into  that  which  was  mixed  or 
temporal,  and  that  which  was  purely  spi- 
ritual in  its  nature.  The  whole  of  the 
temporal  jurisdiction  he  proposed  to  trans- 
fer to  London,  to  a  court  of  which  the 
judge  was  to  be  appointed  by  her  Majesty, 
with  an  appeal  to  the  Queen  in  council. 
The  spiritual  part  of  the  jurisdiction,  such 
as  correction  of  clerks  and  church  disci- 
pline properly  so  called  he  would  leave  to 
the  bishops,  to  be  exercised  in  the  provin- 
cial and  diocesan  courts,  with  an  appeal  to 
the  archbishop,  and  thence  to  the  Queen 
in  council :  "  in  all  cases  and  over  all 
persons  ecclesiastical  and  civil  within 
these  dominions  supreme."  He  proposed 
to  abolish  all  peculiars,  and  to  renaer  them 
subject  to  the  ordinary  jurisdicticm  of  the 
archbishop  of  the  province,  the  bishop  of 
the  diocese,  and  the  archdeacon  of  the 
archdeaconry  within  which  they  arerespec* 
tively  situated  ;  this  provision  to  extend  not 
only  to  other  peculiars,  but  also  to  those  of 
the  archbishops  and  bishops  which  had  been 
exempted  from  the  Clergy  Residence  Bill, 
the  Pluralities  Bill,  and  other  measures. 
The  bishop's  court  was  to  have  jurisdic- 
tion in  and  throughout  the  diocese,  and 
to  be  the  court  of  all  the  archdeacons  of 
the  diocese.  The  first  of  these  provisions 
was  strictly  in  conformity  with  the  Act  of 
Parliament  introduced  by  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  the  City  of  London,  for 
carrying  into  efil^t  the  first  report  of  the 
ecclesiastical  commissioners,  and  the  opera- 
tion of  that  act  had  only  been  suspended 
from  1836  to  the  present  time  as  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  ecclesiastical  courts,  in  anti- 
cipation that  some  sweeping  measure  of 
reform  would  be  introduced  in  the  eccle- 
siastical courts.  To  the  vicar- general  of 
each  province  an  appeal  would  lie  from  the 
diocesan  courts.  The  only  courts  to  be 
retained  would  be  the  court  of  the  Master 
of  the  Faculties^-the  court  of  the  Vicar- 
general  of  each  province,  and  a  court  for 
etch  dioce«e,  including  separate  courts  for 
the  dioceses  of  Bangor  and  Saint  Asaph, 
anA  eeparate  courts  for  Bristol  and  Glou- 


cester. He  believed  the  whole  num- 
ber of  the  courts  would  be  under  thirty, 
instead  of  about  four  hundred,  as  at  pre- 
sent, the  judges  and  all  the  officers  of 
which  were  to  execute  their  duties  in 
person  and  not  by  deputy,  and  to  be  paid 
by  salaries,  while  the  fees  were  to  be 
brought  to  a  general  fee  fund,  and  he 
thought  he  might  assure  the  House  that 
there  would  be  a  large  eventual  saving 
from  this  measure.  With  the  exception 
of  this  spiritual  jurisdiction  and  of  the  ju- 
risdiction in  tithes  and  defamation,  which 
would  be  entirely  abolished,  and  in  certain 
cases,  which  the  bishop  might,  unless  either 
party  dissented,  refer  to  his  chancellor  or 
a  barrister,  whose  decision  would  be  final 
and  without  appeal,  all  other  matters  of 
contentious  jurisdiction  were  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  London  courts,  from  which, 
or  under  the  authority  of  which,  all 
wills  and  probates  were  to  issue.  The 
processes  of  the  court  were  to  extend 
throughout  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales,  thus  getting  rid  of  all  the  diffi- 
culties which  arose  under  the  present  sys- 
tem. As  in  cases  where  the  property  was 
of  small  amount,  it  was  supposed  that 
parties  might  prefer  resort  to  tne  diocesan 
court  to  prove  or  to  see  the  wills  in  which 
they  were  interested,  he  proposed  that  in 
properties  of  limited  amount,  sworn  under 
the  value  of  300/.,  wheresoever  the  effects 
were  situated,  parties  should  have  the  op- 
tion of  resorting  to  the  London  or  to  the 
diocesan  court.  In  such  cases,  the  dio- 
cesan court  would  have  power,  as  a  branch 
registry  of  the  London  court,  and  under 
a  branch  seal  of  the  London  court,  and  in 
the  name  of  her  Majesty,  to  issue  probates 
and  administration,  and  do  all  the  necessary 
business  with  respect  to  them.  Machinery, 
into  the  detail  of  which  he  would  not  go, 
was  proposed  to  be  introduced,  to  secure, 
as  far  as  possible,  adequate  control  and 
uniformity  in  the  practice  of  these  courts. 
Country  proctors,  under  certain  regula- 
tions, were  to  be  admitted  as  proctors  of 
the  London  court,  and  to  have  the  right  to 
practise  in  ail  matters  to  the  same  extent 
as  the  proctors  of  the  London  court. 
Being  admitted  proctors  of  that  court,  they 
might  either  continue,  if  they  pleased,  to 
practise  in  the  country,  or,  if  they  thought 
fit  to  do  so,  come  up  to  London.  As  to 
the  smaller  properties  under  800^,^  be 
proposed  that  the  proctors  who  remained 
in  the  country,  and  who  would  not  be 
qualified  to  be  admitted  to  the  Loodoo 
court,  riiould  have  exclusive  jurisdiotioii 
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of  proving  them  in  the  branch  registries. 
He  should  have  stated  that  it  was  proposed 
that  copies  of  all  wills  proved  in  London 
ander  300L  should  be  transmitted  to  the 
country,  and  copies  of  all  wills  under  300^ 
proved  in  the  country,  should  be  trans, 
mitted  to  London  ;  and  that  original  wills 
under  300/.  should  be  retained  and  re- 
gistered  in  the  country,  provision  being 
made  to  secure  good  and  careful  custody 
in  every  case.      As  to  wills  above  300/. 
proved  in  London,  an  abstract  of  the  prin« 
cipal  features  was  to  be  sent  down  to  the 
country  for  the  information  of  all  parties 
who  might  be  interested  in  them.     All 
i;rants  already  made,  which,  from  want  of 
jurisdiction  in  the  court  from  which  they 
issued,  were  made  valid,  unless  already  in 
litigation  or  abandoned*     The  jurisdiction 
in  defamation,  in  tithes,  and  in  smiters  in 
churchyards,  was  abolished,  and  the  statute 
of  Edward  6th  was  repealed.    The  law, 
with  respect  to  inventories  and  accounts — 
administration    bonds   and  sequestrations 
was  amended,    simplified,    and  rendered 
more  effective.     As  to  the  process  of  the 
superior  courts,  the    House   was  aware^ 
that    formerly    ecclesiastical    process    is- 
sued by  the  writ  de  excommunicatio  co' 
piendo.     In  1812,  the  writ  was  changed 
to  one  of  de  contumace  cajnendo,  a  mere 
mutation   of   term   without    any  change 
in  the  effect*      One  object  of  the   pre- 
sent bill  was  to  remove  all  that  cum- 
brous and  circuitous  machinery,  and  to 
give  the  Queen's  Court  the  same  power  of 
attachment  and  committal  possessed  by  the 
Hi^h  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  upon  the 
same  footing,  and  in  addition,  as  the  Ad- 
miralty possessed  a  power  of  selling  the 
ship,   the  Ecclesiastical   Court    in   Lon- 
don, it   was  proposed,   would   be  clothed 
with  the  power  of  issuing  a  certificate  to 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  then  a  writ 
of  sequeslrari  facias  would  issue  from  that 
court,  as  was  already  provided  for  in  certain 
cases,  and  that  writ  would  extend  equally 
to  persons  having  privilege  of  Parliament 
as  to  those  who  liaa  not.   There  would  also 
be  a  power  of  granting  issues,  of  examining 
witnesscs*t;it'n  voce,  of  discharging  personw 
imprisoned  for  contempt,  as  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery.     Another  provision  was  also  in- 
troduced, to  guard  asainst  an  abuse  that 
might  arise,  which   he   hoped,  would  be 
approved   of.      Towards  the  end  of  last 
century  a  similar  case  had  occurred,  in 
which  the  abuse  he  alluded  to  was  first 
attempted,  and  put  a  stop  to  by  tlie  high 
hand  of  the  executive.    Tne  then  judge  of 


the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  attempted 
to  make  his  surrogate  discharge  all  jodi- 
cial  affairs  in  his  stead.  It  was  proposed 
by  this  bill  that  the  surrogate  shoald  not 
be  competent  to  pronounce  any  judicial 
decisions,  or  to  determine  any  really  ooii« 
tentious  matters,  while  to  guard  against 
inconvenience  the  judge  of  the  admiralty 
was  to  be  assistant  to  the  judge  of  tlie 
London  court.  These  were  the  general 
outlines  of  the  measure.  [Lord  Jokm 
Russell :  What  as  to  church-rates  ?] 
Upon  that  subject  he  did  not  propose 
to  legislate  in  this  bill,  which  Imr- 
ever,  would  remove  all  questioos  apon 
it  to  the  London  court.  He  had  now  to 
state  that  this  measure  had  been  framed 
upon  the  report  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Com- 
mission, upon  which  had  sat  William, 
A  rchbishop  of  Canterbury ;  Charles  James, 
Bishop  of  London;  William,  Bishop  of  Dur- 
ham— the  late  Dr.  Van  Mildert,  whom  to 
name  was  to  secure  the  highest  respect  on 
both  sides  of  the  House ;  Christopher,  then 
Bishop  of  Exeter,  now  Bishop  of  Bangor, 
the  Bishops  of  Lincoln,  and  St.  Asaph  ; 
the  late  Lord  Tenterden  and  Lord  Wya. 
ford ;  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Tiodal  and 
the  late  Chief  Baron  Alexander;  Sir 
Christopher  Robinson,  Sir  Herbert  Jenner, 
Sir  J.  Nicholl.  Dr.  Luahingtoo,  Sir  Ed- 
mund  Carrington,  and  the  late  Mr.  Cutlar 
Fergusson.  These  oommimioeert  appointed 
under  the  Administratioo  of  the  Doke  of 
Wellington,  in  Fehrtary  1833,  made  the 
report  on  which  this  measure  bad  been 
based.  They  recommended  the  abditioa 
of  the  Division  Courta.  At  the  meeting 
held  on  the  19th  of  September,  1831,  at 
which  that  determinatioo  was  arrived  at, 
there  were  present  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, the  Bishop  of  London,  LJord  Ten- 
terden, Lord  Chief  Justice  Tiodal,  Sir 
W.  Alexander,  Sir  C  Robinson,  ami  Sir 
Herbert  Jenner.  At  that  meeting  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  adopted : — 

'*Thst  it  it  expedient  that  the  Dtocetan 
Courts  should  not  retain  any  power  of  graiitinf 
probate  or  admioistration,  but  that  tbe  wliole 
of  their  present  jurisdiction,  volontary  as  well 
as  contentious,  should  be  tranif«rred  to  the 
provincial  courts  respectively." 

This  resolution,  or  at  least  a  resolotiou 
to  the  same  purport*  had  been  previously 
printed  and  circulated,  and,  after  careful 
search,  he  could  not  6nd  that  any  dissent 
had  been  expressed  with  resard  to  it.  At 
a  meeting  held  on  the  2na  of  February, 
1 83*2,  present  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, the  Bishop  of  London,  the  Bishop  of 
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Lincoln,  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asapb,  Sir  J. 
Nicholl,  aod  Dr.  Lushington,  thequestlon 
as  to  the  expediency  of  maintainiDg  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  proTincial  court  at  York 
baring  beeo  re-opened,  it  was  resolved — 

"That  after  the  fullest  and  moat  mature  de- 
liberalioD,  ihe  board  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  is  highly  desirable  fo  Itansfei  the 
jurisdiction  o(  the  provincial  court  at  York,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  diocesan  courts,  to  the 
melropolilan  courts  of  Canierbury,  and  thai 
his  Grace,  the  Archbishop  of  York,  be  con- 
ferred with  on  the  subject." 

The  Archbishop  of  York,  however, 
offered  some  objection,  and  the  more  qua- 
lified passage  which  now  appears  in  the 
report  was  adopted  at  a  meeting  at  which 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Bishop 
of  London,  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph, 
Lord  Wvnford,  Lord  Teiiterden,  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Tindal,  Sir  J.  Nicholl,  Sir 
C.  Robinson,  and  Dr.  Lushington  were  pre- 
sent. It  »as  evident  from  these  minutes 
that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  board  that 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  prorincial  court  of 
Vork,  both  contentious  and  in  the  grant 
of  probates  and  admioiatration,  should  be 
transferred  to  the  metropolitan  courts  of 
Canterbury ;  but  in  deference  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Archbishop  of  York  no 
specific  reconimcndalion  was  ofiered.  In 
1833  a  Parliamentary  committee  wus  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  duties  of  the 
High  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  that  com- 
mittee, to  which  thisreport  with  reference  to 
the  ecclesiastical  courts  and  the  fourth  re- 
port of  the  real  property  commissioners  were 
referred,  reported  in  mvour  of  establishing 
one  court  in  London  and  the  appointment 
of  the  judge  being  vested  in  the  Crown. 
la  183C  Lnrd  Cottenham,  who  was  then 
Lord  Chancellor,  introduced  a  hill  into  the 
House  of  Lords,  by  which  it  was  proposed 
to  place  the  whole  jurisdiction  of  the  Lon. 
don  court,  including  the  jurisdiction  as  to 
prohatei  and  administration,  in  the  hands 
of  a  judge  to  b£  appointed  by  the  Crown. 
Petitions  were  presented  against  that  bill 
by  the  diocesan  registers,  which  were  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House 


night  be 

expedient  to  preserve  the  diocesan  courts. 
The  committee  after  referring  to  the 
reasons  urged  by  the  petitioners  for  re- 
taining the    diocesan    courts,  thus   pro. 


taming  1 
ceedefl:— 


e  find  that  (he  question  to 
whiob  the  petilions  relate  has  frequently  been 
VOL.LXVI.    {Srj 


the  subject  of  the  most  serious  inquiry  and 
consideration.  In  the  month  of  February, 
1833,  the  commissioners  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  practice  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Eccle- 
siastical Courts  of  England  and  Wales  made  a 
report,  in  which,  after  enumerating  the  evils 
arising  from  the  inferior  ecclesiastical  juris- 
dictions, they   staled,  that,  to   remedy   those 

veniences,  they  were  unable,  after  a  most 
careful  consideration  of  the  whole  subject,  to 
devise  any  measure  so  effectual  and  likely  to 
be  productive  of  so  much  convenience  and 
advantage  to  the  public  as  that  of  transferring 
the  whole  testamentary  jurisdiction  and  the 
exclusive  right  of  f^ranling  probates  and  ad- 
ministrations to  the  arch i episcopal  courts  of 
the  respective  provinces." 

Atthe  close  of  their  Report  they,  that  is, 
the  Ecclesiastical  Courts  Commissioners — 

"  Slated  it  to  have  been  drawn  up  on  the 
supposition  that  ihe  provincial  court  of  York 
was  to  be  retained,  hut  that  a  doubt  had  pre- 
sented itself  to  their  minds  whether  the  ar- 
rangement which  they  had  proposed  for  the  im- 
proved administration  of  the  ecclesiastical  law 
would  be  rendered  more  complete  and  ef- 
fective if  the  contentious  and  testamentary 
jurisdiction  exercised  by  other  courts  of  Ihe 
province  of  York  were  transferred  to  the  metro- 
politan courts  of  Canterbury ;  but  they  did  not 
offer  a  specific  recommendation  on  that  head." 

The  Lord's  Report  went  on  to  state, — 

"That  in  April,  1833,  the  commissioners 
ippoinled  to  inquire  into  the  law  respecting 
real  properly,  made  llieir  fburlh  report,  in 
which  they  staled  their  belief  that  greater  ge- 
neral  convenience  would  be  obtained  hy  tbe 
abolition  of  all  district  jurisdictions  whatso- 
ever. On  the  I5lh  of  August,  1833,  a  select 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  recom- 
mended that  ail  the  courts  in  England  and 
Wales,  exercising  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  or 
the  power  of  granting  probates  and  admini- 
strations, be  abolished,  except  the  Arches 
Court  end  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canler- 
tury^and  thai  these  two  courts  should  be  united; 
and  they  also  recommended,  that  one  court 
silting  in  London  should  be  the  only  court  for 
Ihe  probaie  of  wills  and  the  granting  of  admi- 
nistrations." 

The  tiords'  Committee  expressed  their 
opiniou  in  these  terms: — 

The  committee  entirely  concur  in  the  opi- 
I,  that  it  will  be  expedient  that  all  the 
courts  in  England  and  Wales  exercising  eccle- 
siastical juriadiciion  in  granting  probates  and 
'    '  lislrations  should  be  abolished,  and  Ihat 
3urt  sitting  in  London  should  be  the  only 
for  the  [irobate  of  wills  and  the  granling 
of  administrations." 

The  bill  was,  he  believed,  amended  in 

couformity  with  the  report  which  recom- 

ided  that  the  diocesan  registrars  should 
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be  empowered  to  reoeire  vilb  for  probate 
amd  applicatioDft  for  letters  of  adaintscr^- 
tioo  wheo  the  property  was  nnder  ZQOL 
The  bill  was  doc  proceeded  mlth  dnriag 
that  Seasioo  in  oooseqneiice  of  the  bill  inf 
regulatiiig  church  disripline  being  duid 
UDsatisfiictorjy  and  it  was  coosadrnd  tk*t 
the  measure  for  the  regulatioa  of  churvh 
discipline  ought  to  be  di^Mned  of  befi?re 
the  House  proceeded  with  the  bill  ^  the 
regulation  of  the  ecdestastxal  ooortsw    A 
bin  for  regtdating  ecclesiastical  dtsdpline 
was  introduced  in  1S37.  1S3S,  and  1S33, 
and    ultimately  patted    both    Houses   in 
1S40.     It  was'  quite  dtar^  therelbtv,  that 
it  hail  been  the  intentioo  of  the  Gofvra- 
roent  to  introduce  some  measure  for  the  rv^ 
form  of  the  ecclesiastical  courm  and  more- 
orer  in  each  successire  rear  from  1 S36  to 
the  present  time,  including  the  last  rear, 
a  bill  had  been    agreed    to,    which  pro- 
Tided  that  all  appointments  and  situations 
in  the  ecclesiastical  courts  except  in  the 
Prerogative    Court   of  Canterbunr.  coo- 
forred  since  the  passing  of  the   act    of 
1836  should  be    merely   pro  ttmponr  ap- 
pointments;   at   least,   that  persons    ap- 
pointed to  such  situations  should  :av  u:- 
quire  any  right  to  compensation   fi^r  the 
loss  of  their  offices  if  Pdrliament  should 
see  (it  to  abolish  them.     He  believed  the 
bill  which  he  now  submitted  to  the  House 
would  be  found  a  great  practical  measure 
of  legal  reform,     lie  considered  that  the 
prorisions  which  had  been  introduced  for 
affording  compensation  to  parties  whose  in- 
terests might  be  allected  by  the  measure, 
were  sanctioned  not  only  by  justice  but  by 
expediency ;   for  if,  on  the  adoption  of  a 
measure  of  this  nature,  fair  and  adequate 
compensation  was  not  awarded   to  thtise 
whose  interests  it  might  affect,  an  impedi* 
meot  was  raised  to  the  progress  of  Reform 
by  the  opposition  which  was  excited  smoog 
interested  parties.     He  believed  the  opera> 
tion  of  the  bill  would  prove  salutary  and 
beneficial.     All  probates  of  wills  would  be 
according  to  one  uniform  rule  ;  there  would 
be  one  general  registry  fur  all  wills,  except . 
those    with    respect   to    small   amounts;! 
great   facilities   for  search   and   reference 
would  be  afforded  both  in  Lrndon  and  in 
the  countrv  ;  and  full  opportunities  would 
be  afforded  to  parties  of  acquiring  informa. 
tion  as  to  their  rights  under  wilN;    all 
sijit«  of  a  vexatious  nature  would,  in  fact, 
br  Kwept  away  ;  litigated  cases  of  import- 
aiirf  would   be  subjected  to  investigation 
befon>   a    duly    qualified  judge ;    ami  the 
epi»ro|)al   spiritual  jurisdiction    would   be 


L'HJCii'AiI  tataOy  aad  catirelT  intact.    He 
trosced  the  Heoie  would  exciue  him  if, 
he£}re  he  immed  his  sent,  he  adicrted  to 
a  sohvecs  yaii— iiffy  coaccnung  himnlf, 
the  Atr.yihiihsp  «^  CaBtcrbory,  and  efcn 
beiwe  tike  mccdag  of  the  fccifiartical 
commtamM  m  1S29,  with  hndable  paU 
Kc    sfsrit  and   Sbenhtr,   fipieased    hit 
hope  tk&t  M»  regard  for  the   patronage 
in    his   gift   wMld    prevent    the    istro- 
dnctioa  of  anr  aaeiisiire  which  night  be 
deeaaed  expedsent.     He  mi^t  inform  the 
Hocue  that    ooe  o&e  which  would   be 
abolfeshed  by  thb  aaensure — the  aineeme 
legtitranhip  of  the  Prerogative  Cooft  of 
C^nterbnry^— was   worth  9,0001.  a-jenr. 
No  quaKication  was  requisite  in  the  per- 
:Mn  Ml  whom  the  odke  was  bestowed    it 
might*  consequently,  be  given  to  any  friend 
(W  reUtive— ^uid  thb  vahiahle  pntrouage 
the  Archbishop  of  CnnterburywilliMj 
and  «pMitmneottsIy  renounced.     The  Afdi- 
biT^hop  fott,  however,  that  it  was  eaential 
— both  as  regarded  hiaaaelf  and  his  sue- 
cessors— that  an  adequate  salary  aheuM  be 
provided  for  the  vicar-seneral  of  the  pro. 
vince  of  Canterbury,  ^^lo  would  be  called 
upon  by  the  provisions  of  thb    bill  to 
perfwm   most  important  and  reapousiUe 
duties.     Evvrv  one  acquainted  with  the 
subject  must  W  aware  that  it  would  be 
nect'SsauT  that  the  individual  who  aheuM 
henceforth  fill   that  ofice  ahould  be  m- 
lected  frt4n  men  of  eaainence  at  the  bar. 
It  happened  that  at  the  pietoit  time  he 
(^Dr.  Nicholl)  was  the  Aidibishctt's  ricnr- 
general,  and  he  was  therefore  pboed  in  a 
somewhat  delicate  position  when  he  found 
it  his  duty  to  lecomoMnd  an  iacrenae  of 
the  salary  attached  to  that  oAre.     He 
trusted,  that  under  anr  ctmuBataueea  he 
should  have  not  shrunk  from  Ui  duty  of 
recommending  that  increaK  ;  but  he  folt, 
that  his  recommendation  whtu  that  of  a 
disinterested  witness  was  entitled  tn  more 
weight.     He,  therefore,  when  he  made  the 
recommendation,  announced  to  the  arch* 
bishop   and   others  his  determinatieu  so 
long  as  lie  held  the  oflke,  not  to  nooept  a 
larger  salary  tor  the  future  than  the  are* 
rage  of    what   he   had  annually   leceived 
during  the  last    three   years.      He    felt, 
that  if  fnim  an?  disinclination  to  resiirt 
to  other  counsels   late  in  life,   the  arch- 
bishop  wished  to  retain  his  servioea,  those 
serviiTs   ought  not  to  be  withheld.     On 
the    other  hind,  that  titc    new  and   im* 
ptKtant  duti«^  which  would  tie  voire  in  the 
ortite.  and   which    were  not  ctiotemnlaied 
when    he   (Dr.    Nicholl)  was  appointed^ 
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might  render  the  archbishop  desirous  of 
placing  the  office  in  more  competent  hands. 
He  therefore  placed  the  office  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Archbishop,  at  the  same  time 
stating,  that  if  it  was  his  Grace's  wish 
that  he  should  continue  to  discharge  the 
duties  he  would  willingly  do  so.  The 
hoD.  Member  concluded  by  moving  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  and  amend 
the  laws  relating  to  the  administration  of 
justice  in  the  Ecclesiastical  courts  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales. 

Mr.  Jervis  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
offering  any  opposition  to  the  motion,  at 
this  stage,  but  as  he  had  been  instrumental, 
in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Sergeant  Goul- 
burn  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Yorkshire, 
in  bringing  forward  a  measure  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  wished  to  point  out  some  of  the  ob- 
jections he  entertained  to  the  bill  now  intro- 
duced by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite. 
He  thanked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for 
the  very  clear  and  lucid  statement  he  had 
made,  and  for  his  explanation  of  the  rea- 
sons which  had  influenced  the  Government 
in  submitting  this  measure  to  Parliament, 
He  cordially  agreed  with  much  that  had 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He 
considered  it  extremely  desirable  to  abolish 
all  the  criminal  jurisdiction  of  ecclesiastical 
courts,  which  he  understood  to  be  one  of 
the  main  objects  contemplated  by  this  bill. 
He  also  thought  it  important  to  abolish 
many  of  the  peculiar  jurisdictions,  for  they 
led  to  great  inconvenience  and  confusion, 
not  only  with  regard  to  the  actual  deposit 
of  wills,  but  from  want  of  uniformity  in  the 
administration  of  the  law.  To  this  extent, 
alone,  could  he  agree  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentlenqan,  for  he  objected  to  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  bill  was  founded.  If 
the  principle  of  centralization  was  to  be 
adopted,  he  considered  that  the  measure  of 
the  late  Government,  which  was  proposed 
by  the  late  Lord  Chancellor,  was  infinitely 
preferable  to  that  which  was  at  present 
under  their  consideration.  He  thought, 
there  was  no  reasonable  ground  for  the 
distinction  which  was  proposed  with  re- 
gard to  the  amount  of  property.  Property 
under  the  sum  of  300/.  in  value  must, 
almost  necessarilv,  belong  to  parties  who 
did  not  occupy  high  stations  in  society ; 
and  the  wills  in  those  cases,  would,  in  all 
probability,  be  drawn  in  no  technical  form 
—cither  by  the  parties  themselves,  or  by  a 
schoolmaster,  or  person  of  that  stamp ;  and 
in  such  cases  the  registrars  would  frequently 
have  infinitely  more  difficulty  than  with  re- 
spect to  property  of  larger  amount,  where 


the  documents  were  formally  and  strictly 
drawn.  It  seemed  to  him,  that  there  was 
no  just  ground  for  the  proposed  alteration. 
He  thought  there  was  no  necessity  for  such 
a  sweeping  change  as  was  proposed.  He 
might  be  permitted  to  remind  the  House 
of  the  general  scope  of  the  bill  which  he 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House.  Its 
object  was  to  abolish  all  peculiar  jurisdic- 
tions, to  have  new  ecclesiastical  districts,  to 
abolish  altogether  the  necessity  for  Pre- 
rogative probates,  where  the  testator  had 
boiia  noiabilia,  which  was  the  main  objec- 
tion to  the  present  system,  and  to  require 
that,  wherever  the  party  died,  there  the  will 
should  be  proved,  so  that  parties  who  might 
be  interested,  knowing  the  place  of  the  tes- 
tator's death,  might  have  ready  access  to  the 
original  will.  In  his  opinion,  local  registries, 
open  to  all  parties  in  the  district,  were  in- 
finitely superior  to  a  central  registration. 
The  object  of  the  bill  to  which  he  had  al- 
luded, was  the  abolition  of  peculiars,  and 
the  appointment  of  a  court  conipetent  to 
decide  all  controverted  cases.  There  was 
considerable  foundation  for  the  argument 
that  a  clergyman,  who  did  not  possess  legal 
knowledge,  was  not  the  person  best  fitted 
to  decide  such  cases,  especially  if  he  had 
not  the  assistance  of  an  individual  of  legal 
education  and  experience.  He  remem- 
bered that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
had  urged  as  a  reason  why  centralization 
to  a  certain  extent  should  exists  that  that 
system  had  a  tendency  to  bring  such  an 
amount  of  business  to  the  superior  courts 
as  to  hold  out  inducements  to  gentlemen 
of  talent  and  learning  to  follow  the  profes- 
sion. If  the  House  deemed  that  the  pre- 
sent courts  were  unfit  to  exercise  their  ju- 
risdiction— if  it  was  thought,  that  where  a 
caceat  was  entered,  and  where  there  was 
likely  to  be  any  contention,  the  case  should 
be  remitted  to  the  superior  court,  he 
would  have  no  objection  to  such  a  course, 
provided  that  the  will,  when  proved,  were 
remitted  to  the  local  registry  for  safe  cus- 
tody. The  system  proposed  would,  he 
thought,  in  many  cases  tend  to  throw  the 
fees  into  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the 
central  courts.  The  local  officers  would 
by  the  measure  be  deprived  of  the  whole 
of  the  lucrative  and  purely  formal  business 
of  their  courts  without  any  just  reason ; 
and  the  purely  administrative  business  of 
the  local  jurisdictions  was  to  be  thus  trans- 
ferred without  any  sufficient  ground  for  it. 
Surely  it  was  better  for  the  persons  in 
those  jurisdictions  to  be  able  to  consult 
M  'Z 
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proctors  in  their  own  neighbourhood  in 
whom  they  had  confidence,  in  order  to  be 
put  into  the  way  of  compassing  their  rights. 
The  effect  of  the  proposed  measure  upon 
the  profession  would  be,  either  to  ruin  all 
the  proctors  in  the  local  jurisdictions,  or  to 
compel  them  to  come  up  to  town,  and  com- 
mence a  doubtful  rivalry  with  those  who 
were  already  established  here.  No  com- 
pensation or  means  of  compensation  was 
provided  for  the  officer  so  removed.  In 
another  point  of  view  also  the  measure 
would  be  prejudicial.  It  appeared  that 
those  proctors  only  were  to  be  eligible  to 
admission  in  the  superior  courts  who  had 
parsed  a  legal  examination,  and  were  other- 
wise qualified.  The  effect  of  such  a  pro- 
position would  of  course  be,  that  those  who 
had  not  been  legally  educated,  and  wh<» 
were  therefore  to  be  presumed  to  be  a  less 
competent  class  of  practitioners,  would  lie 
left  in  the  country,  and  would  have  to 
deal  with  those  cases  where  the  property 
was  under  300/.,  and  on  account  of  which 
the  roost  difficult  questions  often  arose. 
Those,  too,  would  be  the  persons  who 
would  have  on  occasions  to  act  as  the  spi- 
ritual advisers  of  the  bishop,  and  would 
have  to  decide  upon  such  momentous  ques- 
tions as  that,  for  instance,  which  had  been 
referred  to  by  his  right  hon.  Friend — the 
right  to  hang  a  hat  up  in  a  pew.  E%'ery 
motive  which  could  lead  to  the  keeping  up 
of  the  requisite  degree  of  knowledge  on  the 
part  of  those  who  wuuld  have  to  decide  on 
the  majority  of  the  cases  in  those  local 
jurisdictions  was  done  away  with  by  this 
measure.  But  there  was  an  inconsistency 
involved  in  the  very  principle  of  the  mea- 
sure. Last  Session  the  Home  Secretary 
brought  in  a  bill  of  a  nature  materially 
affecting  local  Jurisdictions,  and  he  laid  it 
down  as  a  pnnciple  that  the  law  ought 
always  to  be  administered  at  each  roan's 
own  door — that  above  all  there  should  lie 
no  unnecessary  distance  between  the  prin- 
cipal in  a  case  and  the  attorney  who  was 
to  conduct  his  cau»>e.  Yet  the  very  same 
Government  were  now  proposing,  through 
the  right  Hon.  (ientleman,  a  measure  re- 
lating to  subjects  of  a  nature  not  dissimilar 
in  regard  to  the  demands  of  justice,  in- 
volving questions  of  no  greater  difficulty  or 
importance  to  the  parties;  but  where,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  i^rties  in  the  cause 
were  desirous  of  being  present,  and  of 
themselves  inspecting  the  original  docu- 
ments on  which  their  claims  wen*  founded  ; 
in  which  measure  it  »as  proposeil  to  take 
away  justice  from  the  doors  of  those  inte- 


rested, and  remove  the  jurisdictioo  from 
the  local  courts  to  the  metropolis.  Not  only 
was  the  judicial  jurisdiction  of  the  courts 
taken  away,  but  the  administrative  also. 
Were  the  administrative  left,  the  hardship 
would  not  be  so  great  upon  the  parties 
concerned.  And  all  this  inconvenieooe 
was  to  be  caused  merely  in  order  to  acoom- 
plish  a  central  registration.  All  the  pre- 
rogative districts  still  existed — Canter- 
bury, York,  Chester^all  their  privil^es 
existed  for  spiritual  purposes ;  and  so  that 
if  a  man's  property  were  under  300/.,  they 
would  still  exist  for  the  purposes  of  those 
jurisdictions  which  were  now  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  London,  and  in  those  cases  which 
would  St  i  1 1  come  before  the  courts  in  the  differ- 
ent  districts ;  a  man  dying  in  one  might  still 
have  5/.  worth  of  property  in  the  diocese  of 
York^  and  5/.  worth  in  that  of  Giester,  aod 
so  on.  A  nd  even  where  the  property  exceeded 
the  300/.  still  the  same  difficulty  osight 
exist.  The  only  real  object  they  ought  to 
seek  to  attain  was,  that  where  a  man  died 
there  his  will  should  be  proved.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  continued  the  local  juris- 
dictiou  where  the  property  was  uuder  300/.; 
I  but  the  same  arguroenu  that  justified  that 
i  step  in  the  case  of  the  poor  man,  justified 
I  it  also  in  the  case  of  the  rich  man.  Where 
.  the  will  was  made,  there  it  ought  to  be 
I  proved,  and  there  also  it  ought  to  be  found 
when  wanted.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said,  it  was  very  difficult  to  preserve  wills 
in  those  local  districts.  Was  he  prepared 
to  name  any  authorized  case  of  a  will  haring 
been  lost  or  destroyed  within  any  recent 
period  .>  [l>r.  NichoU:  In  the  beginning 
of  the  last  century.^  He  had  heard  of 
valuable  documents  having  been  destroyed 
at  a  more  recent  period  in  the  Tower  of 
I^ndon.  No  registry,  however  central, 
could  prevent  such  a  catastrophe  as  that. 
If  you  had  all  the  original  wills  collected 
together  in  London,  then  you  increased  the 
loss  should  any  accident  occur ;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  danger  was  much  less- 
ened where  the  wills  were  scattered  in 
different  pieces  throughout  the  country. 
But  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke 
of  the  injury  to  be  done  by  rats,  surely 
that  kind  of  injury  was  not  likely  to  be 
(lecreast-d  by  the  patronage  this  bill  would 
^ivc  the  Government;  but  of  course  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  mean  se- 
riously to  rest  his  argument  for  the  bill 
upon  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  rats.  If  there  must  be  a  system  of 
centralixation  in  this  respect  as  well  as  in  so 
many  others,  why  not  let  copies  of  the 
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origioal  wills  be  transmitted    to  London,  was  entitled  to  the  preference.      His  plan 

Copies  were  now  transmitted  to  the  Stamp-  was  an  attempt  to  carry  out  some  of  the 

office  for  the  purposes  of  the  Government,  reform,  suggested   by  the  learned  judges 

and  the  very  same  officers  in  whom  the  Go-  now  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty  Court, 

vernment   placed   the  trust  of   receiving  and  he  trusted  that  it   would   prove  an 

those  copies  might  be  employed  to  receive  effectual  remedy  for  the  evils  it  was  sought 

the  copies  that  would  be  required  under  to  put  an  end  to. 

such  an  arrangement.  With  all  submission  Sir  R.  Inglis  said,  whatever  other  ob- 

to  his  right  hon.  Friend,  he  must  say  that  jeclions   there   might  be  to  the  measure 

he  did  not  think   he  had  laid  any  just  proposed  by  his  right  hon.  Friend,  at  least 

ground  why  the  jurisdiction  of  these  courts  ,  he  Government  could  not  be  charged  with 

should  be  excepted  from    the  operation  of  precipitancy  in  regard  to  its  introduction, 

the  general  rule,  that  justice  ought  to  be  f^r  there  was  no  question,  he  believed,  as 

brought  home  to  every  man's  door.     The  j^  ^^ich  so  much  had  been  written  and  so 

very  fact  of  the  alteration  that  had  been  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^-^^^^  1829  as  that  of  the  Ec- 

made  in  the  proposed  measure,as  contrasted  clesiastical  Courts.     But  while  his  right 

with  that  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  showed  hon.  Friend  was  clearly  not  guilty  of  pre- 

that  the  Government  thought  there  ought  cipitancy,  he  wished   he   could  with   as 

to  be  a  departure  from   the  principle   of  much  ease  acquit  him  of  the  charge  of  in- 

centralization  as  regards   the  poor.      He  consistency  which  had  been  madi  against 

thought  the  same  reason  ought  to  prevail  ^^^  Government  by  tl)e  hon.  Member  for 

as  regarded   the  whole  question.     If  the  Chester;  or,  that  he  could  acquit  the  right 

transmission  of  copies  would  prevent  all  the  ^^^   Gentleman,  in  his  capacity  of  repre- 

evils  that  were  urged  as  reasons  for  this  ^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^j^^  Government,  of  having 

measure,    then    he    was    sure    that    the  •  i  .  j  .i    ,         »      •     •  i      r  .u    i          c 

i.            ij  u    u  .^        .•  i:  J  xi   ^  Ai  violated  that  great  principle  of  the  laws  of 

country  would  be  better  satisfied  that  the  r?     i      i     •  •  .          •      41.  *  •     ••      1      11 

•II     i:     ij  u    1      i.  •    *T-         X     1         xi  lincland, which  requires  thatjustice  should 

wills  should  be  kept  m  the  spot  where  the  .     ?         ,  ^            ^  ,              -^      .    . 

..                      A.  *.     11                 J     J  be  brought  as  near  to  every  mans  door  as 

parties  were,  so  that  all  men,  under  due  ui      •    *     j     r   *    i_  •              l      i_- 

'         •  *     J  '           •  1.x  u      ui    .    •         i.  possible,  instead  of  its  beinc:,  as  by  this 

superintendance,  might  be  able  to  inspect  un  •     '    1  .  .                  j  .     .i        "^  »    * 

the  originals,  and  so  judge  bv  the  dicu-  ^'",  '^  ^^"V,  ^^'\  '^"^7^^.  ^^.  \*^^  ^'^^^^'^ 
ments  Themselves,  rather^  than  on  the  in-  ^•^^^^^t'  J^  ^^^\  g""^^'  P"nciple  were  ad- 
formation  of  parties  at  a  distance,  whom  "^'^.'^f  '""^^  right,  as  regarded  all  cases  of 
they  would  not  know  except  by  name-  a  cml  or  a  criminal  nature  why  should  it 
with  whom  they  would  have  no  personal  °°^  ^^  extended  with  equal  advantage  in 
statements-and  whose  statements  could  "^^J^?  .''Uf'^^™^"'?7  ''"^  matrimonial 
not  possibly  carry  so  much  weight  as  would  f^'!^  '^^^y  should  the  principle  avowed 
an  inspection  of  the  original  will  itself,  by  the  Government  be.  that  the  one  class 
under  the  guidance,  and  with  the  aid,  of  a  of  cases  should  be  disposed  of  on  the  spot, 
professional  adviser  on  the  spot.  The  prac  ^"^  ^^''^  the  other  should  be  removed  to 
tice  which  it  was  now  sought  to  supersede  \^^  metropolis  ?  Was  it  not  obvious,  that 
had  been  in  use  without  any  ill  results  ^^ss  time  and  less  money  would  be  occu- 
from  the  earliest  establishment  of  these  P'^^  »"  ^^e  one  case  than  in  the  other? 
courts  to  the  present  time.  It  was  not  And  what  was  the  evd  which  by  this  means 
his  intention  to  offer  any  other  opposition  ^^  ^^^  proposed  to  remedy?  Why,  the 
to  the  measure  on  this  occasion,  but  he  ground  urged  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  felt  bound  to  express  his  objection  to  ^^^y  <*iat  many  of  the  judges  in  those  dis- 
the  principle  of  centralization,  as  applied  trict  courts  were  clergymen.  Very  anniable 
to  these  courts,  between  which  and  the  ""en,  he  admitted  them  to  be.  Did  the 
other  local  courts,  in  which  that  principle  right  hon.  Gentleman  mean  to  say,  that  he 
was  repudiated,  he  could  see  no  substan-  could  bring  forward  any  instance  of  neglect 
tial  difference.  of  duty,  of  unsound  judgments,  or  of  judg- 
Dr.  Stock  said,  after  hearing  the  speech  ments  hastily  formed  and  promulcrated 
of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Mem-  against  the  interests  of  the  parties  in  the 
ber  for  Chester,  and  that  of  his  right  hon.  causes?  Unless  abuses  could  be  proved 
Friend  the  Judge  Advocate,  he  had  now,  in  existing  institutions,  he  looked  upon 
comparatively  speaking,  the  two  plans  be-  the  abolition  of  those  institutions  with 
fore  him  on  which  to  form  a  judgment,  anything  but  a  feeling  of  favour.  He 
The  result  of  his  consideration  of  them  must  say,  that  in  his  opinion  ooe  great 
was,  that  he  bad  not  the  slightest  besita-  vice  io  our  present  system  of  legislatioa 
ttooinsaybg,  that  of  the  Judge  Advocate  was  a  desire  to  centralise  everything. 
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And  villi  regard  to  tbe  proposed  remotal  6t  that  those  erils  whkh  ibnocd  the  (icst- 

of  the  joriidiction  in  tbe  present  case  to  est  grievance  of  doaiestic  lile,  sho«ki  he 

LoodoOy  he  most  say,  that  however  high  redressed  in  the  ease  of  the  rich,  and  go 

WIS  the  personal  character  of  the  right  hon.  unredressed  in  the  case  of  the  po(»r.    And 

Gentleman,  however  mnch  his  motives  in  therefore,  while,  as   he  said,  he  wowld 

bringing  forward  this  measure  were  above  strongly  guard  against  the  abwtes  which 

all  exception,  still  it  was  impossible  not  prevailed  in  other  coonlries  on  the  sahjeci 

to  consider  him  the  representative  of  the  of  divorce,  he  would  nol  be  averse  to  each 

feelings  and   wishes  of  the  great  body  an   alteration  of  the  jansdietioB  of  the 

of  practitioners  of  London,  who  would  courts  appointed  to   try  sech 

naturally  wish  to  bring  as  much  practice  would  open  them  to  all,  and  noC 

as   they   could   to   their  own   particular  them,  as  now,  to  one  class,  and  that  the 

courts   in    London,  just  as  those  in  the  highest  of  all.     Another  point  which  he 

country  would  desire  to  prevent   them  ;  would  submit  to  his  right  hon.  Friewd  was, 

and  though  his  right  hon.  Friend  was  him-  the  omission  of  the  contentions  jvrisdic- 

self  quite  disinterested  in  his  project,  he  tion.     All  church-rate  disputes  and  dif* 

coolci  not  but  remember,  that  the  practical  ferences  were,  it  appeared,  to  he  removed 

effect  of  it  would  be  not  only  to  deprive*  from  the  local  courts  to  London.     Now, 

parties  in  the  country  of  the  advantage  of  if  there  were  any  one  kind  of  cases  in  which 

near  professional  aid,  but  also  to  deprive,  more  than  another  a  local  jurisdidion  was 

without  any  fault  being  shown,  those  pro-  necessary,  it   was   that  of  chnrch*rales« 

fessional  advisers  of  their  natural  share  of  In  such  cases  it  was  desirable  to  have  an 

local  business.  Tliose  testamentary  causes  immediate  decision,  and  that  eooki  best 

where  the  amount  was  small  that  would  be  attained  on  tbe  spot.     Another  point 

still  remain,  were  exactly  those  that  were  on  which  he  differed  from  his  right  hon. 

least  likely  fairly  to  remunerate  the  profes-  Friend  was  his  omission  altogether  of  a 

sional  conductors  of  them,  and  thus  the  legal  cognizance  by  the  courts  of  cases  of 

standard  of  iirofessional  ability  would  be  brawling  and  defamation.    His  right  hon. 

still  less  likely  to  be  raised.     Feeling  as  and  learned  Friend  proposed  to  abolish 

he  did  on  the  subject,  and  in  the  absence  .  all  the  courts  in  the  province  of  Canter- 

of  any  sufficient  justification  for  an  inter-  bury,  and  all  in  the  province  of  York,  ex- 

fcrence   with   the    known   and    admitted  cept  that  of  York  itself ;  did  he  also  mean 

principle  of  the  law,  he  might  refuse  to  to  abolish  the  courts  of  the  two  nnireisi- 

vote  for  such  a  measure.     But  his  taking  ties?     lie  should  not  consent  to  the  in- 

tbat  course  would  not  be  likely  to  produce  trodaction  of  the  bill, unless  his  right  hon. 

the  result  which  he  desired,  and  he  feared  and  learned  Friend  would  leave  untouched 

it  might  appear  uncourteous.     He  rather  the  courts  of  the  two  universities,  which 

preferred  to  state  his  objections  to  his  ri^ht  stood  o|K)n  a  different  footing,  took  cogni- 

hon.  Friend,  in  order  that  he  mi^ht,  if  he  zance  of  a  different  class  of  suits,  and  bad 

thought  fit,  take  them  into  consideration  jurisdiction  over  a  different  class  of  in* 

before  proceeding  finally  with  the  mea-  dividuals  from   any   other  conrts.      His 

sure.     He  would,  therefore,  notice  briefly  right  hon.   and    learned    Friend   talked 

the  points  on  which  he  differed  from  his  of  a  registry  of  wills, — woold  it  not  be 

right   hon.  Friend.      First,  as  regarded  eaually  possible  to  have  a  general  registry 

the  matrimonial  clauses.     He  had  always  or    legacies?     That  he  was  persuaded 

felt,  that  while  those  encouragements  to  would  be  a  great  public  convenience,  and 

divorce  which  some  continental  countries  as  a  copy  of  every  will  was  returned  to 

afforded  were  by  all  means  to  be  depre-  the  Stamp-office,    ten    additional  clerks 

cated  in  this,  still  that  the  power  of  dis-  might  sufi^ce  to  make  out  an  alphabetical 

solving  a  marriage  on  account  of  any  of-  list  of  the  legacies.      He  trusted,  that,  by 

fence  which   either  party  might  commit,  his  making   these  suggestions  before  the 

ought  not  to  be  limited,  as  was  too  often  actual  introduction  of  the  bill,  his  right 

the  case,  to  those  whose  fortune  allowed  hon.  Friend,  if  there  were  any  weight  in 

them  to  spend  very  larfi^c  sums  on  tlic  nc-  them,  might  have  a  more  convenient  op* 

cetsary  prucceding*.    If  it  were  rij^ht  to  portunity  of  considering  them,  than  if  they 

bring  justice  to  every  man*s  door  as  re-  had  been  reserved  to  a  later  stage, 

gards  all  other  courts,  still  more  was  it  ne-  Lord  /.  UusseU  was  disposed,  as  far  as 

cessary  as  regarded  the  subjects  to  which  ,  he  could  follow  the  statement  of  the  right 
he  more  particularly  referred.    It  was  not ;  hon.  and  learned  GentkmaD,  lo  (ivt  his 
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cordial  support  to  the  general  provisions 
of  his  bill,  founded,  as  it  appeared  to  be 
on  the  report  of  the  ecclesiastical  com- 
mission.  There  was  one  provision  in  it, 
however,  which  was  objected  to  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Chester, 
and  on  which  be  wished  to  reserve  his 
opinion  until  he  saw  the  details  ;  he  allu- 
ded to  that  provision  by  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  leave  wills  under  300/.  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  diocesan  courts. 
Now  as  inferior  proctors  would  be  left  in 
the  country  who  were  not  qualified  by 
their  legal  attainments  to  practice  in  Lon- 
don, questions  of  difficulty  would  arise 
upon  testamentary  instruments  bequeath- 
ing less  than  300/.,  which  should  not  be 
litigated  with  less  attention  and  learning 
than  matters  of  greater  importance.  [Dr. 
NicholL — There  will  be  no  litigation  in 
such  cases.]  The  objection  then  would 
not  apply.  He  could  not  at  all  agree 
with  what  had  been  stated  by  the  hon. 
Baronet  who  had  just  sat  down,  being  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  that  the  great  number 
of  these  courts,  and  the  confusion  which 
arose  in  being  compelled  to  go  from  one 
to  others  of  them  with  respect  to  ques- 
tions of  property,  rendered  it  extremely 
desirable  that  some  such  measure  should 
be  adopted  as  that  proposed  by  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman. 

Mr.  Elphinstone  strongly  condemned 
the  constitution  of  the  diocesan  courts. 
The  chancellors  in  most  cases  were  wholly 
unfit  for  their  duties ;  the  registrars  whose 
names  generally  corresponded  with  those 
of  the  deceased  bishops,  were  equally  ig- 
norant of  their  duties;  and  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  the  whole  of  the  bu- 
siness being  left  to  deputy  registrars,  who 
were  generally  speaking  attorriies  prac- 
tising in  the  cathedral  town,  very  gross 
iojostice  was  often  practised,  and  when 
the  cases  came  before  the  superior  courts 
in  London  the  roost  extraordinary  and  lu- 
dicrous mistakes  were  frequently  disco- 
irered.  With  respect  to  wills,  what  the 
fniblic  required  was,  that  the  property  of 
the  testator  should  be  distributed  to  those 
who  were  entitled  to  it  with  as  little  delay 
and  expense  as  possible.  In  order  to  this 
he  believed  it  was  necessary  that  one  cen- 
tral court  should  be  established  in  London, 
wKh  a  registry  attached,  and  every  facility 
of  access  afforded  to  the  public.  With 
Kspect  to  the  admission  of  proctors  to 
pnictise  in  London,  it  would  be  necessary 
not  only  that  a  very  strict  examination 


should  be  instituted,  but  that  a  most  vigi- 
lant control  should  constantly  be  exer- 
cised ;  otherwise  the  interests  of  the  public 
would  be  very  considerably  compromised. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  thought  if  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  succeeded  in 
carrying  this  bill  he  would  be  entitled  to 
the  thanks  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Hume  wished  to  know  what  was 
intended  with  respect  to  the  fees.  It  was 
a  wise  regulation  to  have  fixed  salaries ; 
but  was  there  no  alteration  to  be  made  in 
the  fees  ?  For  many  years  the  complaint 
of  the  expense  attending  wills  had  been 
general  and  extremely  well-founded ;  were 
the  public  by  this  change  to  have  business 
done  at  a  lower  rate  of  charge  thau  here- 
tofore ?  The  recent  reform  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  had,  in  this  respect,  been  no  im- 
provement. So  far  from  business  being 
accelerated  or  carried  through  at  less  ex- 
pense, the  expense  had  in  many  cases 
been  doubled.  Was  the  public  to  be 
mulcted  to  the  same  extent  in  this  in- 
stance ?  There  ought  to  be  a  new  schedule 
of  fees,  reduced  in  amount  to  the  lowest 
scale,  so  that  not  one  shilling  should  be 
taken  from  the  suitor  more  than  would  pay 
for  the  business  actually  done.  He  had 
always  been  of  opinion  that  the  diocesan 
courts  should  be  abolished;  but  now  that 
they  were  about  to  establish  county  courts 
perhaps  they  would  be  better  able  to  deal 
with  the  ecclesiastical  courts  if  they  knew 
beforehand  what  was  to  be  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  local  courts.  He  was  in  favour  of 
a  general  registry  of  wills,  but  he  thought 
there  might  be  inconvenience  in  bringing 
all  parties  to  litigate  in  London.  If  par- 
ties prefered  litigating  in  the  county  where 
they  resided,  he  did  not  see  why  they 
should  be  prevented  from  doing  so  with 
regard  to  wills  any  more  than  other  pro- 
perty. In  the  general  objects  of  the  bill 
he  entirely  concurred,  and  could  not  help 
thinking  that  the  time  had  come  when 
every  civil  matter  should  be  entirely  re- 
moved from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  clergy, 
who  were  often  seen  meddling,  active,  and 
troublesome  in  things  quite  foreign  to  their 
spiritual  duties  to  which  they  ought  ex- 
clusively to  devote  themselves. 

Mr.  Christie  hoped  the  opening  of  the 
courts  in  London  to  proctors  from  the 
country,  who  were  duly  qualified,  would 
be  taken  as  an  available  opportunity  for 
relaxing  the  still  existing  restrictions  upon 
the  admission  of  persons  not  belonging  to 
the  Church  of  England. 
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Mr- Prot/ieroe  Aid  nonhiaV  tilt  A'lQceMa  i  Mr.  IT.  (fi//iaiMiuid,that  hu  object  lor 
Goorti  entitled  to  favourable  conaideration.  I  moTiti^  for  the  return  in  its  preKot  ihape 
They  had  by  no  means  TulGlled  the  duties  was  to  cootrut  it  with  a  return  made  in 
assigned  to  them  as  regarded  the  custody  1828,  on  the  notion  of  the  right  hon, 
of  wills.  He  felt  grateful  to  the  right  Baronet  who  now  held  the  office  of  Secra- 
hoD.  and  learned  Gentleman  for  the  plan  ;  tarj  for  the  Home  department.  Oa  tku 
he  had  proposed.  It  went  far  beyond  |  occasion  the  country  was  astounded  at 
what  he  had  contemplated  when  he  in- i  being  informed  that  113  priryconitcilkin 
tended  to  submit  to  the  House  a  reform  of  i  received  out  of  the  public  funds  no  ksa  a 


these   courts.     Ureal  praise 
to   the  Bishops  for  the 
they   bad   consented    to 
patronage. 


than  650,0001.  per  annum. 

The  ChanceUar  of  the  Exchequer  nid, 

surrender    their    that    upon    the    Hon.  Gentleman's  own 

showing  it  was  not  necesttry  lo  call  for  a 


Captain  PecAe// expressed  bis  approba-  retarn   in  the  present  form,  becaute  ibe 

tioD  of  the  introduction  of  this  bill,  and  return   made   in    1828  was  granted  in  the 

hoped  that   it  would  be  pressed  forward  very  shape  io  which  be  (the  Chancellor  of 

without  delay,   so  that  by  Easter  all  the  the  Eichequer)  now  proposed  to  give  it. 


r.  ffitme  could  not  understand  why  it 
should  be  considered  invidious  to  stale  the 


iniquities  of  these   courts   i 
might  be  removed. 

Colonel  Sibthorp  rose  to  protest  against  sum  actually  received  by  any  man  oat  of 

'     '   '     '       '  ■    '  J  of  i|,ig  ijie  public   money.     It  was  of  great  in- 

het  was  portance  that   the  House  sbonld  ace  bow 

.  he  de-  many    privy  councillors   there   were  who 

tested  as  he  detested   the  devil.     It  was  received   the  public  mooey.     Upon   that 

an  innorettoo,  and  he  agreed  with  Mr.  Pitt  ground  he  would  advise  bis  hon.  Friend 

that  in  all  innovations  there  was  danger,  uot  to  accept  the  return  in  the  sbape  pro* 

He  demanded,  therefore,  that  there  should  posed  by  the  Cliancellorof  the  Excheqai 


the  bringing  forward  of 
nature.  It  was  a  mea 
called   "  reform" — a  thing  which  he  de- 


be  no  undue  haste  i 


t  forward.    He  « 


s  of  opin 
It  embraced   many  matters  tTiat  required  ,  had   been  made 


laturely  considered. 


to  be  gravely  and 
Leave  given. 
Bill  brought  in,  and  read  a  first  time. 


1  that  a  great  redaction 

D  the  payment  to  privy 

councillors  since  the  return  made  in  1828, 

and   he  was  anxious  to  know  how  great 

that  reduction  had  been. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  that  the  hon. 
Salaries.]  Mr.  W.  tyaiiams  '  Member  for  Montrose  seemed  to  misan- 
dersiand  ibe  nature  of  the  olfaction  which 
bad  been  made  by  his  (Sir  R.  Peel's)  right 
hon.  Friend.  His  right  hon.  Friend  had 
not  the  slightest  objection  to  present  ibe 
name  of  every  person,  withoat  exception, 
who  had  a  salary  of  1,000^.  a.year,  whe- 
ther judges,  or  colonels  of  regimeols,  or 
any  other  description  of  persons.  Tbe 
hon.  Gentleman  relied  upon  precedent,  in 
juitification  of  tbe  latter  part  of  the  return 
.  called  for  ;  but  the  proper  way  lo  institute 

received   by    ^  comparison   between  a  new  return  and 
1  the  former  return,  would  be  to  call   for  a 
return   in  the   exact  shspe  of  tbe  former 
return.     It  had  been  suggested  that  those 
Privy  Councillors    should    be 


moved  for  an  account  of 

"  All  salaries,  pension^  profits,  pay,  Tees, 
emolumenU,  grants,  or  allowance  of  public 
money  held  and  enjovGd  bjr  nil  persons,  be- 
tween the  5lh  day  of  January,  1842,  and  ihe 
Ath  day  of  January,  1843,  the  total  amount  of 
which  shall  exceed  one  lliousand  pnunds  ; 
specifying  with  each  name  ilie  total  umuunl 
received  by  each  indifidual,  and  ili3tin);uish- 
ing  tliG  various  sources  rcom  whence  ihc  same 
are  derived  ;  and  also  the  ag^re^atc 
thereof;  specifying  the 
Privy  Councillors." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
1)0  objection  to  alTord  the  hon.  Gentleman 
all  tbe  information  he  could  possibly  re- 
quire upon  the  subject  of  his  motion  ;  but  pointed  out  by  an  asterisk  ;  but  the  desig- 
at  the  same  time  he  felt  very  considerable  nation  of  "  riglit  hon."  was  quite  suffi- 
objection  to  the  latter  part  of  the  return  cieot.  The  object,  however,  of  the  boo. 
asked  for, — namely,  tbe  amount  received  Gentleman  in  moving  for  this  return,  he 
by  Privy  Councillors.  It  could  not  by  (Sir  It.  Peelj  conceived  to  be,  not  that 
posaibility  furnish  any  useful  informa-  of  merely  ascertaining  who  were  privy 
tion.  lie  therefore  hoped  the  hon.  Gen-  councillors,  and  what  they  received  from 
tieman  would  not  press  for  that  part  of  the  pnUic  money,  but  wbciber  there  had 
the  letura.  .  been  an  incitaK  or  a  dimiotilion  in  tb« 
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actual  amount  paid  out  of  the  public  fund 
since  the  making  of  the  former  return. 
His  particular  object  was  to  ascertain 
whether,  for  instance,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  at  present  received  a  greater 
amount  of  income  or  less  than  formerly. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  not  a 
Privy  Councillor;  but  the  return  asked 
for  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  was,  that  of 
an  account  of  money  received  by  persons 
ai  Priyy  Councillors.  Now,  no  man  re- 
ceived payment  as  a  Privy  Councillor ; 
he  received  it  only  on  account  of  the 
office  he  held.  The  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  call  for  the  aggregate  amount  paid  to 
the  Judges,  or  to  the  Army,  or  to  the 
Navy,  but  he  selected  one  particular  class 
of  persons  who  were  not,  as  such,  paid 
any  salary  at  all.  Surely  that  was  not 
essentially  necessary  for  the  object  which 
the  bon.  Gentleman  had  in  view.  His 
right  hon.  Friend  had,  in  effect,  said  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  ''  You  shall  know 
the  fact,  but  do  not  assume  it  to  be  a  fact 
that  Privy  Councillors,  as  Privy  Coun- 
cillors, are  entitled  to  any  salary."  It 
might  he  that  the  amount  paid  to  persons 
who  were  Privy  Councillors  was  larger 
now  than  when  the  former  return  was 
made;  because,  since  then,  two  new  Vice- 
Chancellors  had  been  appointed,  and  they 
were  made  Privy  Councillors,  but  they 
were  not  paid  their  salaries  because  they 
were  Privy  Councillors,  but  because  they 
were  Vice-Chancellors.  It  was  on  this 
ground  that  he  and  his  right  hon.  Friend 
objected  to  the  return  as  shaped  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman.  There  could  be  no  ne- 
cessity for  that  part  of  the  return.  It  did 
appear  by  the  terms  as  if  the  hun.  Gen- 
tleman meant  to  imply  that  Privy  Coun- 
cillors, in  the  capacity  of  Privy  Council- 
lors, were  entitled  to  salaries.  That  was 
the  simple  ground  upon  which  he  (Sir 
Robert  Peel)  offered  any  objection  to  the 
motion.  He  hoped,  therefore,  as  the  sub- 
stance of  the  motion  would  be  granted, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  persist  in 
calling  for  that  portion  of  the  return 
which  was  calculated  to  countenance  a 
delusion. 

Mr.  F.  Baring  would  advise  his  hon. 
Fiiend  (Mr.  W.  Williams)  not  to  press 
for  that  portion  of  the  return  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  had  objected  to. 

Mr.  W.  Williams  was  quite  willing  to 
withdraw  the  latter  part  of  his  motion ; 
imd  be  did  so  the  more  readilyi  inasmuch 


as  his  object  would  be  obtained  by  the 
words  *'  right  hon."  being  prefixed  to  the 
names  of  those  mentioned  in  the  return 
who  were  privy  councillors. 
The  return  (as  amended)  was  ordered. 

Public  Accounts.]  Mr.  fF.  Williams 
moved  for  a 

*^  Return  of  the  recommendations  contained 
in  the  reports  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
on  the  8th  of  July,  1831,  to  make  inquiries 
and  to  examine  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
public  money  is  received  and  paid  in  the  seve- 
ral departments  of  receipt  and  payment,  and 
into  the  system  of  keeping  the  accounts  in  the 
same,  and  to  suggest  such  improvements  as 
may  appear  to  them  to  be  practicable  and 
necessary;  and  also,  a  statement,  showing 
what  parts  thereof  have  been  carried  into 
effect.'* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
though  he  did  not  object  to  the  return, 
considered  it  one  almost  impracticable  to 
be  made,  and  one  which  would,  at  all 
events,  impose  a  task  of  extreme  difficulty 
upon  the  Government.  He  put  it,  there- 
fore, to  the  hon.  Gentleman,  whether  he 
would  persist  in  his  motion. 

Dr.  Bowring  said  that  the  motion  was 
in  consonance  with  the  recommendation 
of  a  committee  of  that  House,  and  was 
the  adoption  of  a  great  principle — namely, 
that  the  whole  public  revenue,  without 
any  deduction  whatever,  ought  to  be  paid 
into  the  public  treasury,  and  that  no 
payment  ought  to  be  made  without  Par- 
liamentary control. 

Mr.  W.  Williams  was  glad  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  object  to 
the  return,  which  he  considered  to  be  one 
of  very  great  importance,  and,  if  granted, 
would  do  great  public  service. 

Sir  George  Clerk  did  not  understand 
his  right  hon.  Friend  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  to  say  that  he  would  fur. 
nish  the  information  required,  but  merely 
that  it  was  very  difficult  to  do  so,  and  that 
it  was  equally  difficult  to  ascertain  what 
was  the  real  object  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Williams  was  only  anxious  to 
obtain  the  information,  and  cared  com- 
paratively little  for  the  wording  of  the 
motion.  A  return  of  a  similar  kind  had 
been  moved  for  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Greenock  last  session,  and  to  communi- 
cate to  the  House  all  that  was  required, 
would  give  little  trouble  and  occupy  little 
time. 

Sir  R.  Peel  remarked  that  the  most 
important  part  of  the  informatioa  con«r 
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of  the  recommendations  in  the  re- 
port ;  those  were  already  printed :  but  if 
the  bon.  Member  wished  to  have  Ihem 
printed  again  there  coold  be  no  objection 
to  it.  Neither  did  he  nor  his  friends  con- 
sider the  mere  words  of  the  motion  of  any 
isBportance ;  they  were  only  desirous  that 
the  terms  should  be  sach  as  to  occasion 
no  disappointment  to  the  bon.  Member 
when  the  return  was  made«  It  might  not 
be  easy  in  all  cases  to  state  how  far  the 
recommendations  of  the  commissioners 
had  been  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  F.  Baring  said  that  after  a  general 

Kinciple  had  been  laid  down,  it  was  the 
isiness  of  the  several  departments  to 
carry  It  into  eiecution  by  degrees.  In 
any  case  where  a  recommendation  had 
been  carried  completely  into  effect^  that 
information  might  be  conveyed  to  the 
House,  and  perhaps  the  better  course 
would  be,  for  the  bon.  Member  for  Co- 
ventry to  move  specificially  upon  each 
recommendation.  He  believed  that  a  good 
deal  had  been  done  already,  and  had  no 
doubt  that  more  would  be  done  hereafter. 
Practically,  it  might  be  advantageous  for 
the  hon.  Member  to  confine  his  motion  to 
particular  points. 
Motion  withdrawn. 

Cahada— Duties  OH  Wheat.]  Mr. 
C.  Woodf  in  the  unavoidable  absence  oi 
his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Labouchere), 
rose  to  bring  forward  a  motion  for 

"  Copies  or  extracts  of  any  communicatioDs 
which  have  taken  place  between  her  Majesty's 
Oovemment  and  the  authorities  of  Canada, 
respecting  the  duties  levied  on  wheat  imported 
from  the  United  States  into  Canada,  or  from 
Canada  into  the  United  Kingdom,  since  the 
1st.  day  of  January,  1842." 

Iq  October  last,  an  act  had  passed  the 
cokmial  Legislature,  imposing  a  dot?  of 
3s.  a  quarter  on  the  importation  of  wheat 
into  the  Canadaa  from  the  United  States, 
and  part  of  the  inducement  for  that  act, 
as  stated  in  the  preamble,  was  the  expec- 
tatioQ  held  out  by  the  Secretary  for  the 
Coloaiea,  that  the  Goveroment  at  home 
would  propoae  some  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  the  NDportation  of  wheat  from 
the  Canadas.  It  was  fit,  therefore,  that 
the  Hoitae  should  be  io  possession  of  all 
the  exbting  information  on  the  subject, 
ioclodiog  the  despatches,  and  he  was 
happy  to  hear  that  the  noble  Lord  oppo- 
site did  not  neaa  to  oppoae  the  motion. 
Ssek  being  the  case,  and  not  being  aware 


what  were  the  precise  intentioos  of  Mtwie- 
ters,  he  should  not,  especially  in  the  ab- 
sence of  his  right  hon.  friend,  enter  at  all 
mto  the  subiect,  but  merely  condode  by 
submitting  the  motion  which  he  bad  read. 

Lord  SUudey  said,  that  the  fittest  oppor- 
tunity for  discussing  the  sabjed  wovw  be 
when  the  papers  were  before  the  House, 
and  on  a  former  evening  he  had  stated 
that  it  was  not  his  intention  lo  resist  the 
production  of  them.  He  sbookl  now 
confine  himself  to  stating  that  he  agreed 
with  those  who  thought  that  all  the  necea* 
sary  information  should  be  freely  and 
frankly  famished  to  Parliasaent ;  and  ao 
strongly  did  he  feel  this,  that  he  aboald 
take  no  technical  objection  to  the  prodoe- 
tion  of  the  act  of  the  Colonial  Legtslatwre, 
although  it  had  not  yet  received  the  royal 
assent.  Such  a  course  was  not  asttai ; 
but  the  present  instance,  he  tboaglit, 
ought  to  be  an  exception  to  the  geoend 
rule. 

Mr.  Hume  wished  to  ask  this  queetiow : 
Whether  the  doty  of  3s.  per  qaafter  beiag 
laid  upon  the  importation  ^  wheat  ioto 
Canada,  it  was  intended  to  admit  Caoadiatt 
wheat  free  of  duty  ?  He  was  anxioaa  to 
ascertain  the  intentioos  of  Govetameist 
upon  this  subject. 

Lord  Stanley  should  be  ready  to  lay 
upon  the  Table  the  followtagdocaoMnts:— 
I.  A  despatch  sent  by  him  to  Sir  C. 
Bagot,  dated  2d  March,  1842.  t.  The 
communication  of  Sir  C.  Bagot  on  laytog 
that  despatch  before  the  CMoaial  Legis* 
latere.  3.  The  act  of  the  Coloiiial  Legis- 
lature passed  in  consequence.  4.  An 
extract  from  the  despatch  accosapawyiag 
that  act  when  sent  to  this  eomitfy.  £ 
An  extract  from  a  despatch,  dmvmmg 
further  observations,  sent  owt  aioee  the 
receipt  of  the  act  of  the  Cokmial  Legia- 
lature.  In  the  mean  Ubm,  wwtO  tluHe 
papers  were  before  the  Home,  it  wowld 
Im  injndiciooa  to  enter  ioto  any  partial 
statementa. 

Mr.  VUliert  ioqaimd  whether  Miots- 
teri  intended  to  bmg  in  any  Bill  for  the 
regulation  of  the  trade  in  corn  between 
this  country  and  Canada. 

Lord  Jokm  Ru$mU  asked  whether  the 
act  received  from  Canada  did  not  contain 
the  ordinary  suspending  clause  ? 

Lord  Siamlef  answered  in  the  alErasa- 
tive.  By  the  suspending  claaoe  the  act 
was  not  to  come  into  operatloQ  watd  July 
next,  nor  then,  unless  the  royal  assent  had 
baao  giv«i  to  it.    Wbeo  it  was  asDt  kesM 
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by  ihe  Governor-general  the  Government 
required  Turtber  inrortnatioii,  and  virole 
QUI  to  oblain  it;  bat,  in  consequence^ 
perhapi  of  the  aevere  illness  of  Sic  C. 
Ba^l,  it  bad  not  yet  been  received,  and 
it  would  probably  arrive  by  the  neit  mail. 
Ministers  had  no  wish  lo  withhold  any 
inibrmalion  that  coulU  be  uieful  in  the 
discuMion. 

Mr,  C.  fVood  apprehended  that  the 
terms  of  bis  motion  were  large  enough  to 
include  the  docnments  enumerated  by  the 
noble  Lord. 

Lord  Stanley  :  As  to  the  question  put  by 
(he  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton,  it 
would  be  more  convenient  to  answer  it 
when  the  papers  should  be  on  the  Table. 

Mr.  M.  Gibson  supposed  that  Minister! 
must  be  aware  of  their  own  intentions, 
and,  for  the  sake  of  trade,  it  seemed  expe- 
dient to  remove  all  doubt  and  uncertainty 
on  the  subject.  Perhaps  they  would  state 
whether  ihey  meant  to  make  any  great 
nlleration  in  the  Coloaial  scale  of  duties. 

Mr.  Ewart  saw  nothing  unreasonable 
in  the  question  put  by  the  hon.  Member 
fur  Wolverhampton.  Minislers  had  had 
ample  time  to  make  up  their  minds  as  to 
their  intentions,  and  there  were  three  par- 
lies, deeply  interested  in  the  subject. 
Pirn,  Ihe  agriculturists  of  this  country ; 
next,  the  Colonial  population  ;  and  thirdly, 
the  noble  Lord  himself.  The  Legislature 
of  Canada,  in  their  act,  had  put  a  positive 
interpretation  on  the  words  of  the  noble 
Lord,  and,  for  the  sake  of  all  parties,  it 
seemed  material  that  the  question  should 
be  answered.  Whether  the  noble  Lord 
would  condescend  to  reply  to  it  was  ano- 
ther matter. 

Lord  Stanley  thought  that  he  ougbt  to 
apologise  to  the  House  for  having  already 
spoken  four  several  times.  The  whole 
correspondence  would  be  upon  the  Table 
in  the  course  of  about  three  days  ;  it  bore 
immediately  upon  the  very  question  put  to 
him,  and,  if  it  were  thought  Decessaiy  to 
repeat  the  question  then,  be  would  wil- 
lingly reply  to  it. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

I^HD  Ellbnbobouqh — TaB  Gatbs  of 
SoHNAUTB.]  Mr.  Fanton  Smilh  mSd  that, 
is  bringing  forward  the  DwttOD  of  which  be 
had  ^ren  notice,  it  would  be  necessary  for 
him  to  occupy  a  little  mue  time  than  be 
usually  claimed  from  the  indulgence  of  the 
HfHitt.  He  was  not  aware  whether  the 
fVm  fix  vhkh  he  waa  about  V>  non 


would  be  granted,  or  whether,  io  fact,  the 
Government  could  grant  them  ;  becauae 
he  was  not  certain  whether  the  directurs  of 
the  East  India  Company  had  yet  written 
any  answer  to  the  Governor-general  on 
the  topic  which  had  recently  attracted  so 
much  attention.  Whatever  the  fact  in 
this  respect,  he  felt  it  his  dnty  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject,  nor 
did  be  think  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  was  likely  to  complain  of  this 
course,  inasmuch  as  it  would  give  him  an 
opportunity  of  doing  noiv,  what  be  had  la- 
mented that  the  forms  of  the  House  would 
not  allow  him  to  do  on  a  previous  day,  viz., 
to  enter  into  a  full  vindication  on  this 
point  of  the  conduct  of  Lord  Elleuborough, 
In  the  outset,  he  begged  to  assure  the 
House  that  be  should  never  have  thought 
of  giving  this  notice  of  raotioo,  if  he  had 
considered  the  matter  open  only  to  the 
ridicule  and  laughter  with  which  it  had 
been  met  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  If 
he  had  teen  no  more  in  the  proclamation 
of  the  Governor-general  of  India  than  a 
subject  of  mirth,  he  should  not  have  (Hb- 
truded  himself  upon  the  House  with  a 
partisan  speech,  or  a  premeditated  attack  ; 
It  was  be(ause  he  was  persuaded  that  the 
document  was  one  of  the  moat  indiscreet 
and  mischievous  ever  issued  by  a  Goremor- 
general,  that  he  brought  it  specially  under 
the  notice  of  the  House.  He  spoke  in 
these  terms  of  it  now,  and  if  it  were  laid 
upon  the  Table  he  would  not  shriuk  froin 
the  responsibility  of  proving  what  tte  as- 
serted. If  the  Court  of  Directors  did 
not  pronounce  their  condemnation  of  it,  be 
would  undertake  to  bring  forward  in  Par- 
liament a  resolution  in  distinct  reprobation 
of  the  document.  He  could  assure  the 
House  that  he  woa  not  actuated  by  aay 

Krsonal  hostility  to  Lord  Elleuborough,  for 
had  not  the  honour  of  his  Lordship's  ac- 
quaintance ;  still  less  was  he  actuated  by 
any  general  desire  to  cavil  at  the  appoint- 
ments made  by  her  Majesty's  Hiuisters. 
Respecting  the  qmrintment  of  Lord  AsIh 
burton  to  the  misaion  to  the  United  Stat«^ 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  differ  with  hja 
nobleFriendbesidebim;  and  for  another  ap- 
pointment he  could  hardly  find  terms  ade> 
quateto  express  his  strong  admiratien— 4ie 
uluded  to  the  nomination  of  Sir  C.  Met- 
calfe, in  whose  choice  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  tbe  Colonial  Department  had  shown 
the  most  praiseworthy  abstinence  from  all 
party  motives.  He  congratulated  the  c»> 
lony  on  tbe  foct  that  Sir  a  Metcalla'a 
Stern  sense  of  duty  bad  uulimd  hiai  to 
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tkaoAt  tint  no   bir  M^tioo 
eOind.     HehadUlovc/biiLa 


a  eoMpnativdy  biiMUe  capacit  j  oertaiiil^ 
IB  Um  IimIm  board,  aod  be  ooaU  itaie  ■ 
bit  arm  amboritf,  tbxt  do  farBcr  Pm 
ilnit  of  tbat  Boaid  bid  viore  a«i|Jete 
iiiirwri  bim  al  tbe  detaib  cf  bi*  omot, 
aad  diti'*'"y*  Ha  dude* 
doitr.  It  wai  oat  tor  biai  to  itate  wb^t 
were  tbe  duties  of  a  Gorenur- general 
ladia.  He  would  not  vary  tbe  Home  en 
with  what  tbe  aUeat  poi*,  or  mure  el 
qoent  tpeabeia  had  nid  uppti  tbe  *ubje< : 
nntber  tbau  to  ^uote  tbe  viOtoritj  of  Lot 
Eilenborougli  bmudfi  delirered at  adioD'. 
nrcti  to  bin  by  tbe  East  lodia  Compan  v 
ID  Norember,  1841.  Tbe  noble  Lord  tbe 
«ade  a  i^wecfa  (as  indeed  be  was  wdl  abi 
to  do),  ID  wbicfa,  after  boaating  (aa  vli 
would  Dot  that  poowMed  il  i>)  of  tbe  coi. 
fidence  of  tbe  DuLe  of  WelJiDgtoa,  an 
OCptaKttg  hit  attacbD>etil  and  admirati'i 
(MDCe  here  straogelf  sbown!)  for  Loir 
Ancklaod,  be  aaid  tbat, 

"  III*  hope  iru  to  ^Te  to  India  peace  ai  i 
larplm  rereoDe — by  mean*  oflbal  lurplus  i 
TODBe  lo  emnlalc  the  magDificcut  beuErolen 
of  ihe&Iabomedia  Eiaperonia  ihegreai  «0[> 
of  public  improiemenl,  and  more  ihan  all  'i, 
gradually  and  cauiiouljr  having  regard  lo  tr, 
prejudica  and  fechng  of  tbe  nali>ei,  impa.-! 
ing  lo  Ihem  all  we  know  of  aru  aod  ci*ilij.i 
lion,  M  ODCC  to  elevate  the  chiiacter,  aij 
bMlct  the  cooditioD  of  that  geoeroai  »i,d 
■aight;  people." 

These  exproMuaa  would  appear  to  hai-i' 
come  atraogeljr  from  the  nuUe  author  <•( 
the  proclainatioD,  trbich  waa  tlie  aubject  'i 
hia  motion,  for  either  the  apcech  stultifi-  >1 
the  proclainaiioD,,or  the  prodamatioti  tl  . 
•peech.  True  it  waa,  tbat  the  Doble  Lo  <'. 
had  formerly  been  guilty  of  some  triRin/ 
poblic  iadiacretiooi,  but  it  waa  hoped  1>\ 
hu  fricoda,  when  be  weat  to  lodia,  tlirti 
be  bad  bowd  hia  wild-elcphanta,  and  th.a 
for  the  future  he  would  be  more  tame  ami 
docile.  Hence,  the  coaHdcuce  which  tU, 
noble  Duke  waa  auppoaed  to  have  placed  i 
Lord  Ellenborougb,  and  to  which  he  iil 
luded  at  tbe  clioiier  giren  lo  him  by  t)) 
East-India  Compauy.  On  that  occaaioi 
the  noble  Lord  eapreaaed  bimscir  aa  d< 
at  all  elevated  or  excited  by  the  cialt' 
•ituation  in  which  he  had  been  placed  : — 

"Whatever  mighi  be  ihc  confidence,  Oi 
I.ordthip  added]  which  had  been  cxprcued  i 
htn,  be  could  auuie  then  that  it  bad  »' 
crMted   ID  hi*  miod   iha  ali^leil   dckiio 


tainly  apyeared 

with  i^aid  to  wwaec. 

Going  with  theae  [eebagi  (hit  LordAip 

Boed),  be  did  nm  that  be  wi^bt  obbn 

fKirlioa  of  tbe  favooj  of  Pranlcwce  •■ 

itb  man  aMi-    hii  eienioio,  wbiefa  tlKivld  0017  be  direOcd 

'    t    to  tbe  public  good,  aod  tbe  advaae^Boc  of 

f   tbe  iolereits  of  Ea^aod  aad  ladia-^W  fan 

oatiTC  and  his  adopted  coaDlrj." 

The  noble  Lofd  had  uaed  the  v«ry  nt 
worda  !n  bia  ccleUated  pnKlattiew-  Eng 
land  wa*  bia  nadte,  and  India  hi*  t^^r4 
country.  He  had  adverted  In  the  iptwh 
of  the  noble  Load,  in  order  to  Aow  the 
aMwuu  with  wbtcb  be  act  out  aa  hia  Iw- 
dian  enterpriae,  and  bow  fiv  be  had  at- 
ried  into  execution  bu  own  declared  inte»- 
tiona.  He  wiabed  to  confine  hiMaetf  to  the 
which  hit 


I  proclamation  li 

He  did  not  intend  to  enter  aipou  any  oth^ 
I  matter*,  and  00  tbb  acoouat  he  hM  not 
considered  it  improper  to  moke  ht>  ■»!{«■ 
I  precede  tbat  of  tbe  right  boii.  Banwet  in 
I  tbe  coming  week,  for  a  rote  at  thanka  (o 
tbe  Goremor- general.  Tbe  right  boo- 
Banmet  bad  said,  that  be  dU  not  BMnn  to 
diacuaa  the  pcJitical  conduct  of  Lord  Ellcn- 
'  borough,  but  to  limit  bimadf  to  tbe  niOi- 
I  tary  oiicrationt  ia  AfFgbaniataiL  The  pn- 
I  sent  motion,  tbere&ie,  could  not  inter- 
fere with  tbat  of  tbe  right  boo.  BaroMt, 
aincc  it  was  tiot  intended,  he  tuppowd, 
to  ground  our  thanks  upon  the  i^atored 
gates  of  Somnauth.  He  willed  paiticD- 
larly  to  call  upoo  tbe  Houae  to  take  care 
'  that  the  vote  to  be  proposed  by  the  right 
hun.  Barooet,  did  not  indode  any  ex- 
pression of  gratitude  beyond  what  waa 
,  due  fur  tbe  ancceatful  n4dt  at  the  aili- 
I  tary  operations,  because  it  wooM  be  racol- 
lected,  that,  in  IS^tO.  the  right  ha&  Ba- 
ronet had  himself  objected  to  coupling  the 
I  vote  of  thanks  to  the  dril  and  military 
,  officers.  The  projected  motion  of  the  right 
hoD.  Barooet  waa,  therefiire,  to  be  riewed 
{  with  Mime  suspicion,  though  not,  perhaps, 
I  as  regarded  this  celebratMl  proctamatMO, 
,  which  had  been  sufficiently  1  ini  iinail  in  all 
I  tbe  clubs  of  the  metropolis,  by  the  whole 
'  reading  public,  aod  br  crcry  daily  Joomal. 
j  That  curious  document  be  did  not  mean 
to  read,  because,  as  be  had  said  in  the 
I  commeDcement,  it  was  not  his  wish  toex- 
I  cite  laughter, but  todirectt beaenontatten- 
I  tion  of  the  House  to  tbe  one  aaost  dcainble 
1  objoct  ia  the  goTcmmeat  «f  tpjiii .Ihit 
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«^  obMrriDg  the  utmost  and  the  strictert 
delicacy  with  reg&rd  to  different  religions 
ID  that  vast  and  rarious  empire.  The 
House  could  not  fail  tu  perceive  vbat  a 
com pktelr  religious  view  would  be  taken 
of  Lord  Ellen  borough's  proclamation'— it 
told  the  Hindoos,  in  plnin  terms,  to  be 
rerenged  of  the  Mussulman  population, 
uid  it  reminded  tbem  of  defeats  and  suf- 
ferings for  tbe  sake  of  tfaeir  faith  which 
they  had  long  forgotten.  It  called  their 
attention  to  the  triumphs  of  the  Sultan 
Mahmood.  the  Gaznevide,  and  brought  to 
their  knowledge  tbe  eiislence  of  the  temple, 
of  which,  until  then,  they  knew  nothing, 
mod  which,  it  now  seemed  to  be  considered, 
had  no  existence.  To  this  point  he  might 
<)uote  an  article  in  a  newspaper,  to  which 


a  blow  of  his  iron  mace  at  tbe  heed  of  ibe 
idol.  The  trembliag  Brahmin*  are  said  to 
h>Te  offered  ]0/>00,000  sterling  for  his  ran- 
som ;  and  and  it  was  urged,  by  the  wisest 
couDselloTS,  that  tbe  desimction  of  a  stone 
image  wonid  not  change  Ibe  hearts  of  Ibe  Gen- 
toos  ;  and  that  such  a  sum  might  be  dedicated 
to  the  relief  of  the  tnie  believers.  '  Yonr  re*. 
sou,'  replied  the  saltan,  '  are  qwdon*  and 
strong ;  but  never  in  tiie  eyes  of  posterity  shell 
Idabrooud  appear  as  a  mcrchani  of  idols.'  Be 
repeated  his  nlowi ;  and  a  treasare  of  paari* 
■nd  mbiea,  concealed  in  the  belly  of  the  sta- 
toe,  explained  in  some  degree  the  devout  prc»> 
digaiiiy  of  the  Brabmios.  Tbe  fragments  of 
ihe  idol  were  disttibnted  to  Oaiaa,  Heeea, 
Bod  Medina.  Bagdad  listened  lo  the  edi^ng 
tale  i  and  Mahmoud  was  sainted  by  the  caliph 


faiUi  of  Mahomet.    Tlie 


B  of  Mahmoud, 


quote  ao   amcic  lu  a  ucwbublkf,  w  iriiii.-u     -■ — ■  —    ■-—■": .„ — ■--  .—    "" — ■ 

fhe  other  side  of  the  House  would  scarcely    l*-*  Gainevide  i.  sull  venerable  m  Ihe  East.' 
object,   although  in   this  instance  it  had 
ftUen  Foul  of  l^ird  Ellenborough,  in  an  ar- 
ticle contaioing  severe  censure,  and  written 
with  great  wit  and  ability.     He  alluded  to 


ewspapi 

truly  remarked ,'tliat  as  the  noble  Goremor- 
general  had  got  his  gates,  he  must  now 
also  get,  not  only  his  temple,  hut  his  idol. 
However,  at  present,  the  noble  Lord  had 
only  got  hia  gBtes.  Gibbon  had  narrated 
tbe  capture  of  the  temple  of  Somnauth  t 
and  though  the  extract  was  somewhat 
long,  be  apprebeDded  that  tbe  language  of 
■neb  a  writer  would  not  easily  fatigue  the 
bearer.  The  words  of  that  hutorlan  were 
tbeae:— 

"  One  of  the  grealeit  Turkish  princes  was 
MahiDood  ihe  Gasnevide.  Tbe  principal 
source  of  his  fame  and  riches  was  the  holy 
war  (mark  the  words,  '  holy  war  V)  which 
he  wi^ed  againit  the  Oeotocs  of  Hindoaian. 
To  tbe  rebgion  of  Hindottao  the  lealons 
MouuJman  was  cruel  and  inexorable  ;  many 
bnndrcd  temples  or  pagodas  were  levelled 
with  tbe  gronnd;  many  thousand  idols  were 
demoliabed,  and  tbe  servants  of  tlie  prophet 
Mere  stimotaled  and  rewarded  by  tbe  preaons 
materials  of  which  they  were  composed :  the 
Pagoda  of  Somnauth  was  situated  on  the  pro- 
montory ofGoiarat,  in  the  neigbbourbood  of 
Dia,  one  of  die  last  remaining  poesessioos  of 
Ibe  Portuguese.  It  wss  eodowed  with  the  re- 
venue of  3/100  village* ;  3,000  Brahmina  were 
consecnled  lo  the  service  of  the  deily,  whom 
Ihey  wasbed  each  morning  and  evening  io 
water  from  the  distant  Ganges ;  the  subordi- 
nate mioistais  consisted  of  300  mnsicians, 
300  barbers,  and  500  dancing  girls,  conspi- 
cwNis  for  theu  birth  or  beauty.  Tbe  faith  of 
Mahmood  was  animated  to  a  personal  trial  of 
tbe  strength  of  this  lodian  deity ;  50,000  of 
hi*  wotshippers  were  pierced  by  the  spear  of 
the  Mealems,  lbs  walls  were  sealed,  the  sane- 
tamf  WM  profaned,  and  tbe  conqnetor  ainted 


It  would  have  been  well  for  Lord  El]«i- 
borough  if  he  bad  imitated  tbe  noble  ooa- 
duct,  and  adopted  the  noble  answer  of 
Mahmoud  the  Gasnevide:  it  would  have 
been  well  for  Lord  Elleuboroogh  if  be  bad 
not  condescended  to  become  a  merchuit  of 
idols:  that  traffic  which  Mahmoud  tbe 
GrBznevide,  the  guardian  of  tbe  fortune 
and  initb  of  Mahomet,  bad  disdained  in 
1024,  had  been  reserved  for  Ellenbo. 
rough,  tlie  Christian  Governor-general, 
in  1842.  His  Lordship  had  now  ti* 
dressed  the  Hindoo  pc^mlatiaD  in  a  do- 
cument, tbe  language  of  which  it  ww 
impossible  to  examerale,  sinoo  it  exaspe- 
rated one  portim^  the  Indian  popuktioB 
against  the  other  in  the  bitterest  manner. 
What  were  the  gates  of  Somuuitb  until 
Lord  Ellenbarongh  rendered  then  im- 
portantly rldiculooe,  and  xidicnbxuly  im- 
portant f  Until  be  disooveved  tbem,  of 
what  consequence  was  it  wbetber  tbey  wen 
oF  sandal  wood  or  of  deal  ?  What  wen 
they  in  &ct,  and  what  wcra  tbey  Kke  i 
Could  tbe  GOTemor-general  bimadi  decide 
tbe  bnotty  poin^  or  most  be  answer  in  tbe 
words  oT  Trai  Thumb  tbe  Great,  when  bis 
monarch  asked  liim  what  tbe  tropbies  be 
had  brought  home  were  like  ? 

"  Oh,  tire  I  like  nothing  but  IbemselvM  they 
aie." 

So  tbe  gates  of  Somnantb  wen  like  no- 
thing but  themaelrea.  Having  thus  ad- 
verted to  tbe  nsbness,  the  indiscretion,  and 
tbe  Impnqniety  of  tbe  proclamatiwi,  be 
would  nntun  to  uproacn  another  part  of 
tbe  sulject,  which  nad  been  most  fltiy  and 


the  Member  ior  t£e  Univerrity  of  Oxford 
(Sir  R,  Inglia),  tbe  eanwat,  aoaloDt,  si><, 
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cere,    and    neyer-fiiiliDg    denDDciator    of  measure  of  protection  which  it  ailbrdf  to  anv 

everything  oppmed  to  tie  promotion  of  the  o^***'^  »c*»  *^  ^^^9  ^^^•^^^  ^^^9  «(>•»« 

cause  of  Christianity.     On   this  delicate  it  treats  as  a  maiter  of  indiifereiice.    To  this 

.  w:    4  u«  ^^.,M  ^^*  i^i^  ^u\^h:^^  *i,o4  ♦».-  extent  we  enUrely  concur  with  Lord  WiUiiun 

iobiect  he  couW  not  help  thinking  that  the  gentinck.    On  the  other  hand,  we  cannot  con- 

Coort  of  Directors  roust  have  addressed  ^^j^^  ^^^^  a  government  which  beUefei  those 

some  terms  of  reproof  to  Lord  Ellenbo-  rites  to  be  deeply  founded  in  error,  and  to  be 

rough.     To  him  they  might  have  applied  productive,  even  in  a  civil  view,  of  serious 

the  words  addressed  by  the  Persian  poet,  evil,  is  obliged  or  at  liberty  to  show  to  tbta 

Ferdouzi,  to  the  very  Mahmond  of  whom  any  degree  of  positive  sanction  or  eneoiiraga. 

his  Lordship  is  so  jealous.  Si  nos  non  timeas,  ment." 

atDeumiime.  I  tliad  always  been  the  wish  ^ow  the  Govemor-gencral,  with  that 

of  the  Indian  Government  to  prevent  all  ^^^^^  y^^^  ^^^^  *^,j    ^^^„^    ^ 

pOBSible  excitement  of  one  class  against  j^^^  j^j^  prochimation,  he  did  not  know, 

another;  but,  from  time  to  time,  pr««ure  ,^  appeared  exactly  to  meet  the  prcaeot 

from  without  bad  induced  them,  with  the  ^^^  ^  ^^  ^,,^^  j„3^^  ^  j^      ^,,. 

utmost  caution,   to  interfere  in   mattem  to  "  prevent  the  ceremony  from  expiring* 

connected  with  the  faith  and  sui^erstitions  j,^  ^^^  j^  „      ^^  honoured  i^  he  sim^ 

of  the  vanous  classes;  and,  in  a  despatch  ^j^^^^  j^  ^^'  ^e  ordered  a  selection  to  be 

signed    by  the  Chairman  and    Deputv-  made  by  General  Nott  out  of  the  Englidi 

chairman  of  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  ^j,^  ^^     „^^  ^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^ 

East  India  Company,  but  avoweclly  written  chuanee,  to  accompany  the  gat^  as  a 

^  U)rd  Oleiielg  on  the  subject  of  the  guard  of  honour  through  the  country.  The 

Pilgrim.tax,  these  expressions  were  found:  selection  included  abo  Senoys  wb6  wef« 

•'  All  religious  rites  and  offices  which  are  in  Musselmen  as  well  as  Hindoos.     How  the 

this  sense  harmless,  that  they  are  not  flagrantly  Governor-general  could  venture  to  issue 

opposed  to  the  rules  of  common  humanity  such  an  order,  knowing  that  of  necessity 

and  decency,  ought  to  be  tolerated,  however  there  were  many  Musselmen,  he  could  not 

false  the  creed  by  which  they  are  sanctioned ;  conceive.     The  dispatch  went  on  to  say, 

but  they  could  not  properly  be  .aid  to  be  tole-  ^^^^          arrangements  which  should  i«. 

rated  if  those  who  arc  engaged  ,n  them  did  ,.         ^   Government  in  the  '•  immcdiale 

not  experience  that  ordinary  degree  of  protec-  F\'^»^  •■"^  vj«»«;t  utH^uir  tu  !.»«     ihiuicuimc 

tion    to  which   every  citizen,  not  offending  ministration  of  the  local  SUperstitlOOS  of 

against  the  laws,  is  entitled  at  the  hands  of  his  the  natives"  would  "  tend  to  consequences 

rulers.    A  religious  festival  attended  by  im-  of  an    injurious  kind,  inasmuch  as  they 

mense  crowds  cannot  be  said  to  be  tolerated  exhibit  the  British  power  in  such  intimate 

if  the  Government  does  not  provide  a  polioe  cannection  with  the  unhappy  and  debasing 

sufficient  to  enforce  order,  and  to  ensure  the  superstitions  in  quesUon,  as  almost  neoes- 

safety  of  individuals  during  the  celebrauon  ;  ^^     ^^  inspire  the  people  with  a  belief, 

and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  providing  of  such  a  ,^J  ^  ^  ^    admit  t8e  divioe  orWo  nf 

police  IS  not  an  act  of  favour  or  friendship  to  the  ^'*"^*^  '^""*  ['.^,  ««••%  mi«  vi«i^  vwib  m 

mode  of  worship,  but  one  of  simple  justice  to  ^»o^  supcrstiUons,  or,  at  lea^  that  we 

the  worshippers.  Beyond  this  civil  protection,  ascnbe  to  them  some  pecQluur  and  venerahie 

however,  we  do  not  see  that  the  maxims  of  authority."     He  woold  like  10  know  what 

toleration  enjoin  us  to  proceed.    It  is  not  ne-  the  belief  of    the  Hindoo  popalatioQ  of 

cessary  that  we  should  take  part  in  the  cele-  India  would  be  when  they  read  this  des- 

bration  of  an  idolatrous  ceremonv,  or  that  we  p^tch   of   my   Lord   Elleoborough.      He 

should  assist  in  the  preparations  for  it.  or  that  ^^^^  ^„,      ^^^^  ^^e  other  despatch.     It 

J^ttl'alfSrrdi/^inT^^^                      '^  --  -^^  ^  ^^^^^^^  - 

ble  and  prevent  it  from  expiring  through  the  '^«  Y^  1837,  not  widb  the  same  view  as 

effect  of  neglect  or  accident.    The  application  the  despatch  of  Lord  Glenelg,  but  to  pre- 

of  these  principles  to  the  subject  before  us  is  vent  the  Government  from  being  identi- 

not  very  difficult.    Although  it  is  possible  that  ffed  with  the  missionary  labours  ;   it  was 

the  Hindoo  rites,  or  at  least  those  of  Jugger.  written  in  the  reverse  sense  to  the  demtch 

nauth,  are  less  liable  than  formerly  to  the    ^f  Lord  Glenelg.     It  said  that 

charges  of  cruelty  and  open  indecency,  their 

essential  character  is  of  course  not  changed.  **  We  fully  concur  in  the  opinioe  siprisssd 

They  are  at  variance  with  the  precepts  and  by  Mr.  Ironside,  to  the  effect  that  if  rsiigioas 

spirit  of  Christianity,  and  they  seem  opposed  societies   and  rsligioos  publications    rscaai 

even  to  the  plain  injunctions  of  a  natural  reli-  mend  the  adoption  of  measurea,  and  that  if, 

gion.    This,  however,  is  not  a  reason  for  pro-  as  it  were  in  consequence  of  thefli»  the  Go- 

hibiting  them  bv  law  ;  and  if  they  are  not  to  vernment   immediately  carries  those  racom- 

be  so  prohibiten,  if  they  are  to  exist  at  all,  mendations  into  effect,  our   native   aobjects 

ilMy  must  receive  from  the  civil  powei  that  may  conceive  that  we,  as  mlers  of  ths  sottntry. 


349  LurA  EUtnhenugk— 


{Feb.  9}        The  Gates  of  Smnauth. 


now  idenlify  ounelces  with  misBionary  labours, 
Nothioji  could  be  more  dangvrous  ihan  Lhe 
preTalence  of  such  an  impression  ;  for,  at 
long  lince  obierved  by  Mr.  Tiiackery, 
succest  la  India  is  in  a  gteal  measure  owing 
lo  our  religious  neutrality  ;  the  failure  of  other 
European  oaiions,  especially  of  ihe  Portu. 
guese,  in  maintaining  their  power,  to  Iheii 
injudicious  attempts  to  convert  the  natives  tc 
their  own  religion.  As  we  could  not  have 
establiihad,  to  we  cannot  maintain  our  em- 
pire, wiiboul  continuing  this  neutmlity.  It 
would  hare  been  much  belter  timl  we  should 
have  failed  in  establishing,  than  that  we 
ihould  now  shake  to  pieces  on  our  own  heads 
the  great  edifice  of  power  now  erected  by 
such  imprudence.' " 

Sir  TTtomaa  Munro  said  on  the  anme 
occasion,  (no  mean  authority  !) 

"  In  every  country,  but  especially  in  this, 
where  the  rulers  are  so  few,  and  of  a  different 
race  ffoni  the  people,  it  is  the  most  dangerous 
of  all  things  lo  lampet  with  religious  feelings. 
They  may  be  apparently  dormant,  and  when  we 
■rein  unsuspecting  security,  they  may  burst 
forth  in  the  most  tremendous  manner,  as  at 
Vellore.  Should  they  provoke  even  a  partial 
disturbance,  which  is  quickly  put  down,  even 
ill  this  case  the  evil  would  be  lasting.  Distrust 
would  be  raised  between  the  people  and  the 
Government,  which  would  never  entirely  sub- 
side; Ihe  district  in  which  it  happened  would 
never  be  so  safe  as  before." 

These  were  the  npinians  of  the  Couit  ot 
Directors  tipon  former  occasions,  nod  he 
thought  that  they  were  enough  to  justify 
him  in  asliing  the  House  to  call  for  the 
present  proclamHtion.  He  knew  that  the 
proclamation  must  hare  been  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Directors — he  knew  that  it  ought 
to  have  been  accompanied  by  Bome  ex- 
planation, unless  the  Governor-general  had 
lieen  so  careless  that  he  had  not  thought 
it  necessary  to  write  a  single  letter  to 
state  his  views.  The  noble  Lutd  (Lord 
Stanley)  had  said  the  other  evening  that 
private  letters  had  been  received ;  whether 
they  contained  any  apology  or  not,  was  not 
said;  btit  if  they  did,  it  was  indeed  sin- 
gular that  the  noble  Lord  should  write  a 
Crirate  letter  to  tell  what  a  foolish  thing 
e  had  done.  He  believed  that  the  noble 
Lord  would  have  written  to  the  Court  of 
Directors.and  that  they  would  have  recalled 
the  Governor-geoeral,  uuless  restrained  by 
a  higher  power  ;  because  the?  were  noted 
for  tootling  to  the  discretion  ot  a  Gof ernnr- 
general  more  than  to  any  other  quality. 
If  the  noble  Lord  had  written  erer  so 
maar  letters,  he  might  have  apologised 
for,  but  he  could  not  hare  justified  this 
proclaii»tioa,and  if  the  Court  of  Dinctors 


did  less  than  reprimand  him,  they  were 
highly  culpable.  As  to  the  report  of  their 
writing  letters  to  induce  the  Governor- 
geaeral  to  resign  rather  than  recall  him, 
he  did  not  believe  that  so  honotirable  & 
body  would  adopt  such  an  unmanly  course 
of  proceeding.  The  question  of  idolatry  in 
India  was  mooted  in  the  year  1839,  by  a 
right  rev.  Prelate,  and  he  was  rather  sur- 
prised that  he  had  not  taken  the  first  op- 
portunity this  Session  of  making  some 
observation  upon  the  recent  proclamation. 
[Sir  R.  Inglis :  He  is  very  ill.]  He  much 
regretted  to  find  the  cause  of  the  silence, 
and  he  roust  say,  at  the  same  time,  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Ox- 
ford had  expressed  his  opinion  op  the  first 
night  of  the  Session  in  an  open  and 
straightforward  manner,  and  said  that  he 
would  not  allow  a  single  night  of  the  Ses- 
sion to  pass  by  without  stating  his  opinion 
of  the  proclamation.  The  right  re rerend 
Prelate  the  Bishop  of  London  had  ex- 
pressed himself,  in  the  year  1639,  in  the 
following  terms,  on  a  motion  moving  for 
papers  ;— 

He  couhl  not  believe  that  a  government 
which  not  only  tolerated,  but  sanctioned,  the 
itinuance  of  idolatry  ;  which  not  only  sanc- 
tioned and  encouraged  it  among  the  natives, 
lut  compelled  a  Chriatinn  people  lo  give  an 
inwiLling  sanction  to  it — could  look  for  the 
ilessing  of  Providence  on  acts  which  were 
o  strongly  opposed  to  the  dictates  of  re- 
igion." 

With  how  much  more  force  would  this 
apply  to  a  proclamation  not  only  giving  an 
unwilling  sanction  to  the  continuance  of 
idolatry,  but  for  establishing,  as  he  thou^t 
the  recent  proclamation  did  establish,  a 

'  idolatry.    The  right  reverend  Prelate 

t  on  to  say, — 

lie  would  not  have  anything  done  which 
would  lead  them  lo  think  it  was  a  matter  of 
indifference  whether  they  shoeld  embrace  the 
true  religion,  or  live  in  the  practices  of  idolatry. 
That  appeared  to  him  to  be  so  plain,  so  clear. 
10  faultless  a  course,  that  he  could  not  aniici- 
pate  what  objections  could  be  started  against 
it,  except  those  which  were  suggested  by  ex- 
pediency. But,  if  indeed  we  could  secure  our 
dominion  of  that  vast  territory ;  if  we  must  be 
masters  of  that  immense  population  only  al 
the  expense  of  sacrificing  the  holiness  of  our 

religion,  he  confessed  he  would  rather 

up  all;  nay,  he  believed  all  attempts  to 
retain  it  would  be  in  vain  if  we  acted  upon 
luch  a  principle;  for  he  never  could  suppose 
that  a  merciful  Providence,  which  had  en- 
trusted us  with  that  empire  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  its  benevolent  designs  towards 
mankind,  would  kMp  il  in  our  possession  ibat 
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could  issue  such  c  pioclwnatioD  as  tlut  of 
which  he  now  wished  the  produetioD,  our 
mighty  and  extraordiDu-j  empire  in  India 
would  be  unsafe.  Id  such  hands  he  was 
unwilling  to  entnut  it ;  and  he  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  or  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Beverley  (Mr.  Hogg),  nbo  vaa 
one  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  whether 
they  could  justify  a  proclamation,  which, 
lo  say  the  least  of  it,  liad  exdtol  the  ridi- 
cule, and  to  lar  the  moat  of  it,  had  excited 
ihe  disgust,  of  the  whole  thinking  people 
of  England.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
concluded  by  moving  for 


we  should  abuse  our  privileges  and  our  power, 
and  mike  ihat  a  dominion  for  Satan  which  we 
ought  to  conTsrl  into  a  Icingdom  for  God." 

To  that  declaration  nostrenj^th  could  be 
added,  although  he  could  not  agree  to  the 
expression  as  applied  to  the  continuance  of 
toleration ;  he  belierad  that  there  was  a 
great  difference  between  tbe  continuance 
of  toleration  and  the  commencement  of  a 
new  era  of  idolatry.  He  would  ask  how 
the  noTernor-general  could  venture  to 
issue  his  proclamation  in  the  face  of  such 
instructions  from  the  directors?  How 
could  he,  a  servant  of  a  Christian  country, 
he  induced  to  establish  new  ceremonies, 
and  another  idolatry  which  had  never  been 
heard  of  before  his  Lordship  issued  this 
pivclamatinn  ?  This  motion  was  disagree- 
able to  him,  on  account  of  its  personal  na- 
ture) but  he  would  not  shrink  from  fol- 
lowing it  out:  if  the  Governor-general 
issued  such  compositions  to  the  country, 
he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  any  inde- 
pendent Member  to  bring  it  before  the 
House.  He  was  induced  to  bring  it  for- 
ward not  only  from  his  official  knowledge 
of  the  condition  of  India,  but  from  having 
deeply  at  heart  the  interests  of  the  In- 
dian people  from  having  had  relatives, 
not,  perhaps,  undistinguished  there,  from 
whom  he  had  in  early  youth  heard  the 
warmest  advocacy  of  those  interests.  He 
trusted  that  he  had  not  been  guilty  of  any 
impropriety  in  the  course  he  had  taken ; 
his  object  was  not  to  make  a  personal  at- 
tack upon  Lord  Ellenborougb ;  neither 
was  it  his  wish  to  make  a  partiian  attack 
upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  onpotile, 
because  he  was  sure  that^the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  was  the  last  person  who 
would  risk  the  permanency  of  our  empire 
in  the  east  in  order  to  shelter  any  indivi- 
dual. He  repeated  that  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  shrink  from  the  consequences  of 
(hia  motion ;  he  believed  that  the  man 
who  could  set  his  hand — for  his  Lordship 
did  set  hia  hand  to  the  proclamation,  it 
was  not  signed  aa  prodamaliuns  generally 
were,  by  his  tranquil  secretary,  Mr.  Mad- 
docks — but  the  man  who  could  write,  or 
who  could  issue,  such  a  proclamation,  was 
not  fit  to  be  entrusted  with  the  govern, 
ment  of  India,  He  had  heard  of  other  re- 
markable conduct  i  he  hsd  heard  of  send- 
ing home  for  ribbons  of  his  own  lievioc  as 
the  emblrms  of  his  victories.  Into  that 
he  would  not  enter,  eicept  to  hint  ■  doubt 
whether  the  noble  I.ani's  head  was  not 
turned  by  his  pocition  ;  he  would  nolcmnly 
declare,  that  in  Ihe  hands  of  a  man  who , 


"  A  copy  of  any  despatch  from  the  Gom- 
nor-^eneralof  India  to  the  Conn  of  Directors, 
coniaining  a  proclamation  addressed  to  the 
chiefs  and  princes  of  India,  rsspectinf  the 
recovery  of  the  gates  of  the  temple  of  Sora- 
nauth,  and  an;  answer  of  the  Coart  (rf  Direo> 
ton  to  the  Uovemor- general  of  India." 

Mr.  Binghant  Baring  said,  that  ■). 
though  Ihe  right  boa.  Geotleman  had 
not  referred  to  topics  mentioned  in  tbe 
Indian  newspapers,  he  had  indirectly  al- 
luded to  them,  and  in  snch  a  manner  as 
to  let  ihem  have  some  effect  upon  the 
discussion  that  evening;  and,  before  gojog 
inio  the  general  question,  he  would  state 
some  reasons  for  making  au  allowaoce  for 
■he  allBcki  which  proceeded  from  that 
quarter.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
noble  Lord  bad  entered  India  with  tbe 
declared  intention  of  inlrodncing  freat 
reforms,  and  particularly  of  bringing  tbe 
expenditure  within  the  limits  of  the  in- 
come. He  had  found  it  abeoloiely  neeea- 
sary  to  check  ihe  correspondence  which 
had  taken  place  between  peraoiu  con- 
nected with  tbe  public  admmialntion  of 
affairs  and  the  newspaper  preaa,and  to  in- 
terrupt the  communications  which  pused 
between  ihem.  The  tendency  of  the  Mea- 
sures which  he  was  oUipd  to  take  for 
this  purpose  had  ihe  eflecl  of  irritating 
the  conductors  of  ibe  puUic  prets,  while 
the  anticipation  of  foiure  reductions 
aliensied  or  might  be  expected  to  alienate 
those  for  whom  the  European  prets  was 
conducted,  the  main  portion  of  tbeir 
readers  the  salaried  servants  of  the  com- 
pany. He  wished  lo  speak  of  that  service 
with  the  utmost  respect.  There  was  no 
coonlry  which  enjoyed  more  devoted  pob. 
lie  servants  than  India;  still  there  were 
some  who,  looking  upon  their  offices  in 
the  light  of  private  property,  eooaidered 
those  who  deprived  tbem  of  tbeir  officca, 
increased  their  duly,  or  diminidwd   tbe 
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amount  of  their  receipts,  as  their  enemies. 
He  grieved  to  say,  that  it  was  much  owing 
to  these  circumstances  that  the  attacks 
were  made,  and  that  the  public  conduct 
of  the  Governor-general  was  not  as  fair 
and  impartial  as  under  other  circumstances 
it  might  be.  He  might  now,  perhaps, 
be  permitted  to  mention  to  the  House 
some  historical  circumstances  with  respect 
to  the  Sandal-wood  gates  which  were  not 
known  to  the  House  or  to  the  country, 
and  which  formed  a  necessary  part  of  the 
vindication  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Go- 
vernor-general. The  House  might,  per- 
haps, be  aware  that  in  the  year  1831, 
RuDJeet  Singh  was  applied  to  by  Shah 
Soojah  to  assist  in  the  reconquest  of 
the  Shah's  own  country.  The  applica- 
tion was  agreed  to,  and  in  return  Run- 
jeet  Singh  exacted  some  concessions  from 
Shah  Soojah.     One  was, — 

''  That  the  Shah  shall  disclaim,  both  for  him- 
self, bis  successors,  and  all  the  tribe  of  Sud- 
dozye,  every  right  and  title  to  the  countries 
which  have  been  acquired  by  his  highness,  his 
dependants,  and  tributaries  of  every  kind  ;  for 
instance,  to  the  city  of  Peshawur,  with  the 
territory  and  customs,  Cohaut,  Heshtrugheo, 
Isefzie,  Khyber,  Cashmere,  Mooltan,  Menkera, 
Kolebagh,  Bootchee,  Serai,  Tenoulsi  territo- 
ries farmed  by  Bahawulpore,  the  two  Ketchees 
north  of  the  Sutledge,  Tonk,  Sengher,  Gherang, 
Fort  of  Rolien,  Gooldhurree,  Akora,  territory 
of  Khittek,  the  seat  of  Preadah  Khan's  family ; 
Derhend,Terbelah^  and  Preadah  Khan's  places 
of  abode." 

In  short,  al]  that  portion  of  his  do- 
minions which  the  ruler  of  Lahore  had 
already  seized.  In  the  next  place  he 
exacted  a  tribute  from  the  Shah,  and 
all  tributes  were  looked  upon  in  India 
as  a  disgrace;  and,  in  addition^  he  re- 
quired, 

**  That  the  portals  made  of  Sandal,  which 
have  been  carried  away  to  Ghusnee  from  the 
Temple  of  Jughernaut,  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  Maharajah,  when  the  Shah's  government  is 
well  established." 

The  answer  of  Shah  Soojah  was :— ^ 


''  Regarding  the  relinquishment,  on  the  part 
of  myself,  and  all  the  tribe  of  Suddozyes,  of  all 
right  and  title  to  the  countries  conquered  by 
his  highness,  that  point  may  be  settled  when  a 
meeting  takes  place,  and  the  boundaries  of 
those  countries  are  defined.  Regarding  horses, 
&c.  ;  I  agree  to  the  presentaition  of  them 
yearly,  according  to  the  list  given •  Regard- 
ing the  assignment  of  three  lacs  of  rupees 

VQL.  LXVI.    {l^} 


worth  of  jewels,  for  the  expense  of  an  auxiliary 
force ;  the  property  of  one  friend  is  that  of  the 
other.  It  is  a  matter  of  no  importance  where 
a  close  alliance  exists.*' 

But  when  he  came  to  the  gates  of 
sandal,  he  said, 

''  Regarding  the  demand  of  the  portals  of 
sandal  at  Ghusnee,  a  compliance  with  it  is  in- 
admissible in  two  ways;  firstly,  a  real  friend  is 
he  who  is  interested  in  the  good  name  of  his 
friend.  The  Maharajah  being  my  friend,  how 
can  he  find  satisfaction  in  my  eternal  disgrace  ? 
To  desire  the  disgrace  of  one's  friend,  is  not  con- 
sistent with  the  dictates  of  wisdom. 


It  was  evident  from  this  that  Runjeet 
Sing  thought  the  possession  of  these  gates 
would  be  a  national  trophy.     It  was  evi- 
dent  that  the  Affghan  monarch  considered 
their  loss  as  an   eternal  disgrace  to  his 
country:  under  either  point  of  view,  he 
contended,  that  Lord  Ellenborough  was 
justified   in   taking  them  from  the  place 
in   which    they  were  situated.     The  ob- 
ject of  Lord  Ellenborough    was   one   of 
humanity.      When    be    sent    his   forces 
throughout  that  country,  he  had  to  exact 
retribution  for  the  assassination  of  a  per- 
son invested  with  a  diplomatic  character. 
He  wished  to  deal  with  the  innocent  in- 
habitants only  in  the  most  humane  man- 
ner ;  he  had  to  remove  a  stain  upon  the 
credit  of  our  arms,  and  to  inflict  a  punish- 
ment on  a  treacherous  nation.     Runjeet 
Sing  was  the  religious  bead  of  the  Sikh 
people,  and  he  looked  upon  the   abomi- 
nations of  the  Hindoos  almost  with  greater 
disgust  than  we  did  ;   he  could  only  have 
sought  the  possession  of  these  gates  as  a 
national  trophy ;  he  cduld  not  have  had 
for  his  object  to  insult  the  Mahomedan  part 
of  the  population  over  whom  he  ruled,  many 
of  whom  formed  his  army,  and  several  of 
whom  held  high  situations  about  his  court. 
His  right  hon.  Friend  said,  in  spite  of  the 
testimony    of    Runjeet    Sing,    that    the 
seizure  of  these  gates  was  to  be  considered 
as  an  outrage  to  the  religious  feelings  of 
the  Mahomedans  of  India.     He  talked  as  if 
the  people  of  India  were  in  precisely  the 
same  situation  as  they  were  in  800  years 
ago.  Since  that  time  floods  upon  floods  of 
conquerors  had  poured  into  India  from 
these  mountain  fastnesses.     In   the  last 
century  Ahmed  Shah  had  poured  forth 
his  forces  through  these  defiles.     Many 
of  the  invasions  had  been  made  by  Ma- 
homedans, who   were  Moguls,  perfectly 
distinct  from  the  AfTghans,  having  no 
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[h«  t'nm  of  doJDK  hoooor  to  lh«  ptftiiit, 
lb«  alighteil  aiaDoer  lo  bow  to 
Jog^roaat.  In  the  geoeral  order  tbe 
Goreinor-geoeral  limited  bisMir  nott 
careriillj  to  the  object  Toi  which  tbey 
■ere  seat,  and  be  litoited  their  dntiee. 
They  were— 

"  To  commuDicate  with   the  leveral  diiefi 
thri>u|{h  whose  terTilorio  the  trophies  would 


feelJDg  in  common  with  them,  but  treat- 
ing the  Affgham  ai  robben,  and  (weep- 
ing away  their  poiseisioDi.  Eien  to  late 
M  the  year  1793,  under  the  government 
of  Lord  Welledey,  a  large  force  came 
from  thia  country,  making  all  the  na- 
tivea  of  India  tremble  Trom  the  appre- 
heniion  of  a  dreadful  infliction.  How 
could  tbe  Mahomedana  of  India,  compoa- 
JDg  a>  they  did  the  moat  wealthy  por- 
tion of  tbe  community,  ayuipathizing  with 
these  Highland  Robbera.  Par  Trora  it, 
they  felt  ai  much  joy  tbat  the  tide  of 
coDqueit  had  been  turned  back  (here  a* 
any  other  part  of  the  population.  Cen- 
tury after  century  India  bad  been  lubject 
to  ravagea  from  this  country  by  the  AfT- 
ghana  and  Moguli,  and  nerer  upon  any 
occaaion  till  the  late  march  of  General 
Nott  waa  any  Indian  army  led  in  triumph 
through  the  country  of  the  Affghani. 
This  waa  the  aole  iDitance  of  auch  an  ex- 
ploit, and  it  waa  a  aubject  of  pride  lo 
the  people  of  India,  of  which  no  per- 
tnaiion  of  (he  newspaper  preaa  of  India 
could  deprive  them.  They  felt  a  pride 
when  they  aaw  an  army  under  the  direction 
of  European  ofliccra  ennobled  by  the  con- 
<jiieat  of  enemies  who  had  ever  been  their 
moat  cruel  oppreaaora,  and  who  were  now 
vanquiahed  by  them  for  the  first  time. 
It  waa  under  the  impression  that  all  tbe 
natives  of  India  sympathised  with  the  >uc- 
tuccess  of  our  arms  agtiost  a  horde  of 
robbers,  that  the  proclamation  was  iiiiied 
by  tbe  Governor-gaoeral.  He  knew  that 
it  was  imposaible  that  he  could  be  mis- 
repreaented  among  the  Mussulman  popu- 
lation, or  by  the  great  mass  of  the  Mus- 
aulmen  who  had  themselves  fought  as 
soldiers  under  our  bannen,  and  be  was 
actuated  by  a  feeling  of  humanity.  He 
did  it  in  order  to  inflict  aome  retribution 


necessary  previaug  ■mngemenl  for  their  sale 
reception  and  traDsmission,  and  for  tba  avoid- 
ing confusion  on  the  nardi." 

There  waa  not  one  word  to  which  even 
hia  hon.  Friend,  the  Member  for  Oxfivd, 
could  object  io  tbe  orders  givea  to  tbe 
force  which  was  to  accompany  tbepngren 
of  these  gates  ;  and,  Indeed,  tbe  Govtraor- 
general  himKlf,  in  the  proclainatioD  which 
had  been  so  much  condenmed,  bad  tdcM 
great  care  to  limit  his  nprcssJons,  and  to 
Hpeak  of  the  gates  onir  as  of  value  as 
trophiea.    He  apoke  of  them  as  the— 

Troudeit  record  of  ibetr  national  glory," 
ai  "  the  proof  of  their  superiorily  in  anni 
over  (he  naiioni  beyond  (he  Indns. 

And  he  congratulated  all  the  chtefa  asd 

Srinces  of  India,  and  not  merely  tbe  Hin- 
CNM,  on  tbe  recovery  of  these  memorials 
of  the  victoriea  of  the  ASgfaana.  He  was 
at  a  loaa  to  6ttd  in  the  wovds  of  the  Go- 
vernor-general, any  portion  in  which  he 
showed  any  disposition  on  his  part  to 
aauction,  to  give  credit  to  any  i«l!gioua 
observances,  or  to  treat  the  tro^iiac  ia  any 
other  light  than  at  records  of  aatioaal 
success,  and  as  proofii  of  natioaal  hooour. 
When  Lord  Elleuboiougb  had  hnu^t 
these  gates  to  India  what  bettor  courae 
could  be  adopt  than  to  reconmeBd  their 
care  to  the  Rajahs  tbroogb  wboaa  Ceni- 
tories  tbey  should  pass  j  and  lastly,  lo  de- 


upon  the  AfFghan  nation,  ai  the  same  time  |  ii„t  them  to  the  chief' of  Goaerat,  from 


tbat  he  did 
inhsbiianU 
satisfy  the  vindictive  reelings  of  his  own 
troops,  for,  as  the  Mshomedani  and  Hin- 
doos considerrd  revenge  a  part  of  their 
duty,  it  waa  for  iho  purpose  of  aatisfyin); 
and  gluding  ill  some  measure  lliis  ipiril 
ihat  the  Govcmor-KPncral  issued  his  ordei 
for  the  removal  of  these  galea.  The  next 
object  of  attack  was  the  mode  in  which 
the  nuble  Lord  had  disposed  of  ilitm. 
If  ihe  right  lion  Centlemsn  had  referred 
to  the  proclamation,  he  would  hiivp  seen 
be  waa  not  quite  correct  in  ainiinu 
Englisb  officers  were  sent  with 


whoee  territories  they  bad  been  < 


finally 


onginall] 
taken,  leaving  him  to  deal  with  ibem  ai 
he  thought  fit.  As  to  tbe  oaroa  of  tbe  re- 
sturcd  lemple  of  Somnauth  being  used,  it 
wai  merely  under  the  belief  at  tbe  time 
that  it  existed.  Tbe  Govemor.grneral  did 
U'licve  that  at  tbe  present  time  there  ex- 
isted the  restored  temp4e  of  Sonnautfa  ; 
he  anernards  ascertained  tbat  it  did  not 
exist.  ['■  Hear."  from  the  Of^tioM."] 
Did  the  House  wish  tbe  Governor-general 
t(i  carry  about  with  him  a  record  of  all 
tite  tem|(les  uf  India,  or  a  catalogue  of 
ihrm.  lie  knew  hislorically  that  there 
had  beco  a  tc«ple  which  had  been  de- 
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Sir  Robert  Inglis  had  hoped  that  hia 
riglit  hon.  Friend  at  the  head  of  her 
Msjetty't  GoveinmenC  would  immediately, 
afier  the  not  ioiemperate  yet  justly  indig- 
Jant  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Genllemsn 
opposiie  have  interfered  between  the  Houm 
11(1  any  further  proloDgatioa  of  the  pre- 
ent  debate,  and  so  ha*e  avoided  the  pre- 
ent  disctission  of  a  subject  which  must  be 
lainful  lo  them,  and  which,  he  thought, 
muBt  produce  feelings  of  an  equally  un- 
welcome character  in  ihe  public  mind.  His 
right  hon.  Friend  had  not  so  interfered, 
but  be  had  compelled,  by  the  course  which 
he  had  adopted,  those  who  agreed  with 
ihe  right  hon.  Gonllemen  opposite  to  rise 
in  their  places,  and  to  state  the  feeling;! 
which  they  entertained  on  the  subject  of 
ibis  motion.  Hit  hon.  Friend  who  had 
just  addressed  the  House  had  complained 
III'  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  that 
he  hnd  not  quoted  any  parts  of  the  pro- 
clamation to  which  he  objected.  He  was 
peisuaded  that  the  right  hon.  GeDtleman, 
m  abstaining  from  making  any  quotations, 
had  felt  that  he  was  tpario^  the  House  the 
pain  of  listening  to  the  recital  of  matters 
which  could  not  but  fail  to  excite  senta- 
tions  of  the  most  melancholy  deicripiion. 
But  hii  hon.  Friend  had  endeavoured 
to  turn  the  atlenttoo  of  the  House  from 
the  proclamation  and  iti  author  (for  even 
he  had  not  read  the  proclamation),  to 
the  newspaper  writers  in  India,  whom  he 
supposed  to  be  disappointed  and  degraded 
civil  servants,  who,  their  claims  of  patron- 
age having  been  disregarded,  or  their  offices 
having  been  suppressed,  might  be  sup- 
posed to  have  personal  feelings  of  animo- 
sity towards  the  Governor- general.  But 
he  really  hoped  that  the  noble  Lord,  the 
Governor- general,  had  better  friends  than 
the  hon.  Gentleman;  for  a  defence  more 
hopelessly  ineffective  than  that  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  he  had  never  had  the  mtsfor- 
tune  lo  hear.  The  hon.  Gentleman  began 
by  stating  that  Lord  Ellenborough  could 
not  have  had  any  intention  of  "  identifying 
himself  with  heathenish  feelings,"  and 
throughout  his  speech  he  had  striven  to 
show  that  the  object  which  that  noble 
Lord  had  had  in  view  was  to  obtain  some 
military  trophy  of  the  success  of  our  arms, 
and  that  the  proclamation  was  only  to  en- 
courage the  chiefs  to  receive  those  trophies 
with  the  reapectdue  to  the  ensigns  of  suc- 
cessful valour.  Even  if  that  were  so,  there 
would  still  remain  great  objections  alto- 
gether distinct  from  those  of  a  rel^iouf 
N  3 
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strayed,  that  it  had  been  built  again,  and 
he  believed  that  the  temple  so  restored 
still  existed.  Did  they  expect  the  Go- 
vernor-general to  know  all  this  ?  Although 
so  much  had  been  made  of  this  proclama- 
tion to  turn  the  attention  of  the  people  of 
this  country  from  the  real  events,  which 
would  naturallyeneuge  their  attention,  and 
although  every  endeavour  had  been  made 
rather  to  draw  the  public  attention  to 
what  the  Governor-general  had  written, 
fmm  what  he  had  done  he  doubted  whether 
the  right  hon.  GeDtleman  opposite  would 
succeed  in  the  attempt.  The  people  of 
this  country  were  men  of  good  practical 
underataoding.  They  were  in  the  habit 
of  looking  at  the  substance— of  judging 
the  man  by  what  be  did,  and  they  would 
not  forget  that  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  El- 
lenborough], had  reversed  the  policy  of 
war,  which  had  been  almost  universaliy 
disapproved  of  in  this  country,  anil  that 
he  had  secured  for  India  the  blessings  of 
peace — blessings  which  were  most  neces- 
sary for  the  safety  of  our  empire  in  that 
quarter  of  the  globe,  and  fur  the  civiliza- 
tion and  improvement  of  the  native  popu- 
lation. The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  his 
motion,  had  called  for  the  production  uf— 

"  Any  despatch  from  the  Governor-general 
of  India  lo  ihe  Court  oF  Directors,  containing 
a  proclamation  adilresied  to  the  chiefs  and 
princes  of  India." 

There  was,  he  believed,  no  despatch ; 
the  proclamation  was  sent  alone  to  the 
Secret  Committee  and  not  to  the  Court  of 
Directors,  and  he  was  not  aware  that  there 
was  any  expression  on  the  part  of  the  noble 
Lord,  of  his  object  in  pursuing  the  course 
which  he  had  taken.  But  if  any  paper  of 
that  nature  should  be  found,  it  shnuld  be 
added.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  also 
called  for — 

"Any  answer  of  the  Court  of  Directors  i 
the  Governor-general  of  India." 

As  the  proclamation  had  never  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Court  of  Directors,  there  was 
no  such  document  in  existence.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  must  be  sensible  that  any  com- 
munication between  the  Select  Committee 
and  the  Governor- general,  must  be  consi- 
dered in  the  light  of  a  communication  be- 
tween the  Crown  and  a  public  servant,  and 
couM  not  therefore  be  given,  [Mr.  V. 
Smith :  Did  not  tlie  committee  commu- 
nicate with  the  directors.]  Tliey  cer- 
tainly did  not  communicate  any  letter  to 
be  B»t  te  Lord  EUenbotocigb. 
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character.  But  that  was  not  in  reality  the 
case.  He  admitted  that  there  were  many 
passages  in  the  proclamation  which  spoke 
of  the  '*  glorious  trophies  of  successful 
war,"  and  so  forth,  and  if  these  had  been 
phrases  addressed  by  an  European  power 
to  its  subjects,  it  might  be  that  it  would 
be  considered  merely  as  a  record  of  na- 
tional glory,  and  not  at  all  connected 
with  the  religious  feelings  of  the  Hindoo 
princes.  But  how  did  the  noble  Lord 
address  these  princes?  He  began  '*  My 
brothers  and  my  friends."  It  was  ad- 
dressed, indeed,  to  all  the  princes  and 
chiefs  and  people  of  India  :  but  the  parties 
who  were  named,  were  all  of  them  Hin- 
doos, He  passed  by  all  the  defects  of 
taste  which  presented  themseUes,  for 
he  thought  that  that  House  was  not  the 
tribunal  to  decide  questions  of  taste  or 
composition.  If  it  were,  there  were  other 
proclamations  which  would  not  easily 
escape.  They  were  looking  at  the  go- 
vernroent  of  Lord  Ellenborough  upon 
grounds  inBnitely  more  important  than 
those  of  criticism ;  and  he  appealed  to  a 
Christian  House  of  Commons,  and  Gentle- 
men professing  a  regard  for  the  religion 
and  the  Church  of  their  native  country, 
whether  such  language  as  this,  followed 
by  such  acts  as  those  of  the  noble  Lord 
(for  the  noble  Lord  was  a  man  of  "  prac- 
tical understanding,"  and  did  not  conBne 
himself  to  words),  could  be  sanctioned. 
The  noble  Lord  went  on  in  his  proclama- 
tion to  say : — 

''You  will  yourselves,  with  all  honour, 
transmit  the  gates  of  sandal  wood  through 
your  respective  territories  to  the  restored  tem- 
ple of  Somnauth." 

The  hoD.  Gentleman  who  had  here 
taken  up  the  cause  of  the  noble  Lord  had 
certainly  placed  him  in  a  worse  position 
than  that  in  which  he  had  stood  before,  be- 
cause, even  as  to  history  and  geography, 
he  had  shown  that  his  noble  proteg6  was 
altogether  ii;norant.  He  admits,  that  the 
Governor-general,  when  he  published  the 
proclamation,  belicve<l  that  the  temple 
bad  been  restored;  which  he  now  finds 
was  not  the  case.  For  his  own  part,  he 
believed  that  the  noble  l«ord  would  have  to 
found  the  temple,  with  its  priests  and  idols, 
before  the  gates  themselves  could  be  made 
use  of.  Now,  as  to  the  removal  of  these 
gates  by  Sultaun  Mahmoud,  he  (Sir  R. 
Inglis)  had  never  found  any  allusion  to 
the  act  in  any  work  which  be  had  had  ao 


oppoitunity  of  consulting,  and  he  had 
consulted  many.  He  meant  not,  of  courae, 
to  refer  to  himself  as  any  authority ;  bat 
he  could  name  the  highest  Oriental  «a- 
thority  now  in  this  country,  who  had 
stated  to  him  that  he  knew  no  origioal 
writer  who  had  mentioned  the  removal  by 
Mahmoud  of  any  gates  from  Somnauth. 
Many  on  both  sides  of  the  House — ooe 
he  saw  opposite — knew  that  some  of  the 
most  celebrated  Persian  writers,  who  det- 
cribed  the  actions  of  Mahmoud,  and  par- 
ticularly  his  destruction  of  this  teaiple, 
took  no  notice  of  the  gates.  This,  how- 
ever, did  not  involve  the  principle  of  hit 
objection;  which  was,  of  course,  the 
same,  whatever  was  taken  away,  and 
whatever  was  restored.  With  regard  to 
the  actual  condition  of  the  temple  ilielf. 
Colonel  Todd,  than  whom  there  could  be 
no  higher  authority,  stated,  "  Even  with 
the  Hindoo  all  reverence  for  it  is  gone"— 
and  he  further  stated,  that  the  desecra- 
tion of  this  place  was  so  complete,  that 
all  the  waters  of  the  Ganges  would  not 
suffice  to  lustrate  this  once  favoured  scene 
of  Hindoo  worship.  The  latest  traveller 
in  the  same  country,  Mrs.  Postans,  said 
that  the  temple  was  so  destroyed  that  it 
has  become  a  sheltering  place  for  cattle, 
a  resting-place  for  the  travelling  goat- 
herd. She  adds,  indeed,  that  until  very 
lately  the  roof  was  used  at  a  batterv  for 
several  large  pieces  of  cannon  ;  whico,  as 
is  stated  by  another  authority,  were 
mounted  thirty  or  forty  years  ago  bv  a 
native  prince  to  protect  the  coast  against 
pirates.  He  admitted  than  one  <^  the 
wives  of  Holkar  had  made  oflTerings  to 
the  spot,  and  had  possibly  built  some 
shrine  there ;  but  as  to  the  original  temple 
itself,  he  had  described  its  condition  from 
the  highest  and  latest  authority.  Colonel 
Todd  adds>  that  the  whole  history  is  so 
completely  forgotten  on  the  spot,  that  on 
this  the  scene  of  one  of  his  greatest  tri- 
umphs, the  name  of  Sultan  Mahmoud  the 
Great  is  alike  uuknown  to  the  Hindoo 
and  the  Mahomedan;  and  it  was  there- 
fore left  to  the  Governor-general  to  raise 
up,  by  a  proclamation  signed  by  himself — 
the  right  lion,  mover  made  his  only  mis- 
take there,  for  poor  Mr.  Maddock  was 
not  compelled  to  sign  it ;  it  was  Lord 
KIlenborough'M  own  act — this  long*forgot- 
len  temple,  and  to  furnish  this  long-ruined 
shrine.  [**0h!  oh!**]  lie  would  sUte  no 
morr  than  the  proclamation  authorised 
and  compelled  him  to  state*  Now  the  Go- 
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Greek  idolatries,  more  revolting  than  thofe 
by  which  this  temple  had  been  profaned. 
He  would  imitate  the  delicacy  evinced  by 
the  right  hon.  Mover,  and  abstain  from 
alluding  more  particularly  to  them  ;  and, 
although  there  were  no  degrees  of  evil, 
although  no  compromise  was  possible  be- 
tween the  acts  of  worshipping  the  one 
true  God  and  falling  down  before  an  idol, 
the  work  of  men's  hands ;  yet,  if  it  were 
possible  to  draw  a  comparison  between 
the  degrees  of  idolatry,  the  distinction 
would  tell  against  this  form  in  comparison 
with  others.  He  said,  therefore,  that  it 
was  in  favour  of  *'this"  idolatry  that  the 
efTeet  of  this  proclamation  must  be  pro- 
duced. Bui,  suppose  it  was  right  that 
these  gates  should  be  removed  to  Guzerat, 
was  it  proper  that  the  Governor- general  of 
India  with  his  army,  should  go  and  signa- 
lise himself  in  the  procession  ?  Surely, 
such  offerings,  if  they  were  to  be  respected 
at  all,  should  be  kept  free  from  the  con- 
tagion of  the  passions,  and  unpolluted  by 
the  touch  of  a  hostile  army.  Or  were 
they  to  make  war  with  the  dead  ?  Was  it 
necessary  that  they  should  be  the  parties  to 
violate  the  sanctuaries  of  the  great  men 
who  had  gone  before  them  ?  Was  there 
anything  n  the  character  of  Sultan  Mah- 
moud  ihat  his  remains  should  be  exposed 
to  the  contempt  of  a  victorious  enemy. 
He  was  a  man  whom  we  called  with  others 
by  the  general  name  of  "  barbarian,"  but 
in  whom  barbarism  was  at  least  redeemed 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world  (and  he  spoke  in 
a  popular  sense)  by  many  splendid  faults. 
The  very  sentiment  which  is  recorded  in 
that  passage  of  Gibbon  to  which  the  right 
hon.  Mover  has  alluded,  **  that  he  would 
not  become  a  merchant  of  idols,*'  and  still 
more  his  rejection  of  the  ransom  which 
the  opportunity  placed  within  his  power, 
entitled  him  in  the  judgment  of  the  world 
to — at  all  events,  to  what  he  would  term 
"  respect."  His  hon.  Friend  (Mr,  B. 
Baring)  had  ended  his  speech  by  showing 
the  House  that  a  great  political  object  was 
gained  by  carrying  these  gates  into  India. 
Now,  he  would  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
admit,  that  these  were  the  identical  gates 
which  had  been  removed  by  the  Sultan 
Mahmoud,  that  no  change  had  taken  place 
of  sandal- wood  for  deal,  that  it  was  pos- 
sible for  such  articles  to  have  withstood 
the  vicissitudes  of  the  climates  to  which 
they  had  been  exposed,  and  that  the  lapse 
of  800  years  had  left  them  still  the  same. 
Was  it|  he  would  ask,  thereforey  necessary 
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vernor-general  talks  of  the  restored  tem- 
ple; and  does  he  not  also  talk  of  bringing 
back  its  gates  to  it?  His  right  hon. 
Friend  who  was  the  mover  of  the  ques- 
tion had  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  facts  connected  with  the  history  of 
the  destruction  of  this  temple.  The  at- 
tack was  made  specifically  upon  it  because 
of  the  abominable  idolatries  which  were 
perpetrated  within  its  walls.  It  was  a 
war  against  idolatry  as  such.  The  tale 
was  that  a  Mussulman  pilgrim  had  repre- 
sented the  enormities  to  Sultan  Mahmoud  ; 
and  that  Mahmoud,  in  consequence,  led 
his  army  to  the  city.  This  was  his 
twelfth  and  most  remarkable  expedition. 
After  considerable  difficulties  in  his  march, 
he  reached  Somnauth.  Here  the  Hindoo 
Rajah  sent  forth  a  herald  to  announce  to 
him  and  to  all  people  that  their  great  idol 
Somnauth  had  drawn  the  Mahomedans 
thither  to  blast  them  in  a  moment,  and  to 
avenge  the  destruction  of  the  gods  of 
India.  The  battle  then  was  a  trial  be- 
tween the  Mahomedans  end  the  Hindoos, 
and  the  issue  was  as  between  anti-idola- 
ters and  idolaters,  as  such.  The  result 
was  against  the  idolaters,  and  their  temple 
was  destroyed.  He  repeated,  that  the  Ma- 
homedan  historian,  whom  he  was  quoting, 
made  no  mention  of  any  gates  being  taken 
away;  but  he  and  many  others  mentioned 
the  destruction  of  the  idol,  and  the  re- 
moval of  two  of  its  fragments,  one  to  be 
on  the  threshold  of  his  tomb,  and  the 
other,  on  the  threshold  of  his  palace.  It 
was  a  temple  so  destroyed,  and  it  was 
to  portions  of  it  so  taken  away  that  the 
Governor-general  was  now  paying  honour. 
He  begged  the  House  to  recollect  that  this 
proclamation,  accompanyiing  the  act  of 
transporting  these  gates  to  the  temple  of 
Somnauth,  bore  all  the  appearance  of 
encouraging  this  particular  species  of 
idolatry.  It  was  especially  '*  this"  idolatry 
which  was  thus  favoured.  And  why  was 
the  neutrality  which  the  successive  govern- 
ments in  India  bad  maintained,  and  which 
this  Government  so  strongly  professed, 
between  the  different  creeds  of  religion  in 
India  to  be  violated?  Was  it  for  the  sake 
of  this  class  of  idolatry  that  our  boasted 
neutrality  was  to  be  violated  ?  He  be- 
lieved that  no  hon.  Gentleman  who  heard 
him,  and  who  was  acquaintedjwith  the  prac- 
tices which  had  defiled  that  temple,  could 
hesitate  as  to  the  answer  he  should  make. 
There  was  nothing,  there  were  no  cere- 
moQies  connected  with  the   Roman  or 
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ibat  Brititb  loldien  should  march  over  the 
dead  body  of  Mahmoud  of  Ghuznec  in 
order  to  brini;  these  gates  ioto  a  hostile 
couoiry  ?  Was  it  necessary  that  English 
soldiers  should  be  the  instruments?  But 
how  had  they  disposed  of  them  ?  Had  they 
given  them  to  the  race  of  Runjeet  Singh? 
It  was  said  that  Runjeet  Singh  had  desired 
it.  But  had  the  fruits  of  the  act  been  given 
to  his  representatives?  Had  not  the  Indian 
government,  on  the  contrary,  given  them 
to  a  hostile  race  ?  But  another  question 
also  arose*  Had  the  Indian  govern- 
ment, by  what  had  been  done,  con- 
ciliated those  whose  friendship  it  was  their 
interest  to  maintain?  Whom  had  they 
abandoned  by  this  step?  Whom  had  they 
diftpleased?  How  many  tltousands  of 
Mussulmans  were  there  in  the  army — how 
many  millions  did  Lord  Ellenborough 
govern  ?  He  believed  that  of  these  men 
there  were  at  least  10,000,000  under  the 
government  of  the  noble  Lord ;  and  it  was 
for  the  sake  of  conciliating  men  who  were 
idolators  in  faith,  and  who  were  not  bound 
together  even  by  the  common  link  of  lan- 
gusge,  that  they  had  run  the  risk  of 
alarming  and  quarrelling  with  a  body  so 
numerous  as  he  had  described,  and  united 
together  besides  by  tlie  bond  of  religious 
identity.  They  had  done  this  :  but  they 
bad  done  more.  They  had  excited  one  of 
the  strongest  bursts  of  religious  feeling  in 
this  country  which  any  like  measure  — and 
he  thanked  God  that  we  had  had  no  other 
such  proclamation  of  any  Governor-gene- 
ral— had  ever  excited.  Therefore  it  was 
that  he  had  seen  the  hon.  Gentleman  rise 
with  very  great  regret ;  and  that  the  right 
hou.  Baronet  had  not  risen  at  once  to  en* 
deavour  to  close  this  discuuion.  He  be* 
lieved  that  one  word  from  the  right  hon 
Baronet  would  have  had  that  effect.  [Sir 
72.  Peel\  No.]  He  meant,  that  if  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  got  up  and  had 
candidly  admitted  that  he  could  not  de- 
fend the  proclamation,  this  would  have 
had  the  effect.  This,  however,  would  not 
have  satisfied  him ;  and  he  believed  that 
others  agreed  with  him.  Tliey  would  not 
be  salishcd  with  a  ipcech  in  that  House. 
He  disapproved  of  the  proclamation  ;  but 
more,  he  could  not  consent  to  a  vote  of 
thanks  lo  the  Governor-general,  nnlesi 
there  vhould  also  be  a  ceniure  of  this  pro- 
clamation. That  was  the  lea^t  which 
would  satisfy  him ;  and  he  thought  her 
Msjesty*s  Ministers  were  bound  to  slate  in 
that  House,  that  they  at  least  would  QOt 


make  tbeaMelvcs  pftrties  to  this  ad  of 
recognition,  as  he  coa tended  it  was,  of 
heathenism,  in  its  worst  and  grossest  fbvni. 
He  believed  that  to  be  the  tendency  of  the 
proclamation.  He  knew  that  it  was  su 
regarded  by  the  public.  Tbey  bad  oow 
bad  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  tlie 
sute  of  feeling  in  India  from  the  Indian 
papers,  and  it  would  ba  diAcalt  to  find 
one  passsge  in  any  of  them  which  defeodad 
this  proclamation.  He  trusted  that  ia 
this  House  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
last  spoken  would  be  the  only  person  who 
would  defend  it. 

Sir  R.  Peel'.  Sir,  when  my  hon.  Friend 
calls  upon  me  for  an  immediate  eiprea- 
sion  of  my  opinion,  and  casta  his  ceasara 
upon  me  because  I  have  not  at  once  risen 
and  announced  my  resolution  not  to  de- 
fend tliis  procUmation,  I  think  he  has  not 
suflBciently  adverted  to  the  words,  to  the 
nature  and  object  of  this  motion,  or  to 
the  course  pursued  by  the  right  bon.Gen« 
tleman  who  is  the  nx>ver  of  this  question. 
I  understood  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
say,  that  if  this  motion  were  complied  with, 
he  should  take  a  future  opportunity  of 
moving  an  address  for  the  recall  of  the 
Governor-general  of  India.  [Mr.  K.&nilA: 
I  have  not  expressed  any  such  intention.] 
At  all  events,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  go  so  far,  he  admitted  that  be 
intended  to  found  upon  these  papers  a 
motion  condemnstory  of  the  conduct  of 
Lord  Ellenborough.  The  right  hon.  Gen* 
tleman  said,  "  I  shall  not  shrink  from  my 
diJty,  but,  whatever  others  may  do»  I  pro- 
mise to  give  the  House  an  opportooity 
of  declaring  its  condemnation  of  Ibis  pro- 
clamation." Now,  I  tbink  it  wonU  bavw 
been  more  Btting  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  reserved  bis  denunciations  npon 
this  subject  until  he  had  ascertained  whe- 
ther these  papers  would  be  granted  rather 
than  make  a  motion  of  this  kind,  which  he 
knew  would  be  assented  to,  the  occasion 
and  the  vehicle  of  that  censure  which  be 
declared  should  be  founded  upon  the  very 
documents  which  he  calls  upon  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  produce.  It  is 
against  all  Parliamentary  usage,  and  in- 
deed against  all  usage  whatever,  to  say, 
*'  Give  me  the  evidence  which  I  require* 
and,  before  1  get  that  evidence  I  will  pro- 
ceed to  pass  judgment  upon  the  person 
and  the  policy  to  impugn  which  ihb  evi- 
dence is  required.*'  It  must  have  become 
notorious  from  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemaoy  that  he  thought  of  conne 
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I  should  acquiesce  io  his  motion,  and  be 
was  therefore  aware  that  the  time  would 
shortly  come  when  he  would  have  the 
opportunity  of  calling  upon  the  House  to 
join  with  him  in  a  vote  of  condemnation 
upon  the  subject.  I  repeat,  therefore,  that 
I  regret  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
intending  as  he  has  himself  declared,  to 
invite  this  House  to  express  its  condemna- 
tion upon  Lord  Ellenborough,  should  have 
gone  oi|t  of  the  way  to  vent  his  accusa- 
tions before  he  was  in  possession  of  the 
evidence  he  desires  to  obtain  by  this  mo- 
tion. He  asks  for  an  official  copy  of  this 
proelamation.  Now,  the,  Government  is 
not  possessed  in  an  official  shape  of  any 
particulars  of  explanation  tending  to  show 
Lord  EUenborough's  motives  and  inten- 
tions in  regard  to  this  proclamation.  But 
the  proclamation  and  the  despatch  also 
shall  be  produced.  1  tell  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  the  Government  is  not  in  pos- 
session of  the  official  grounds  and  causes 
which  may  have  induced  the  Governor- 
general  of  India  to  express  himself  as  he 
has  done  in  this  proclamation  ;  but  as  the 
proclamation  is  itself  an  official  docu- 
ment, he  shall  have  it,  and  with  it  an 
opportunity  of  inviting  the  House  to  an 
expression  of  its  condemnation.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  commenced  his 
speech  by  admitting  that  her  Majesty's 
Government  has  shown  a  great  deal  of 
forbearance  in  respect  of  the  exhibition  of 
political  feeling,  and  that  little  political 
influence  has  been  exhibited  in  the  ap- 
pointments which  have  been  made  to  the 
governments  of  our  foreign  possessions. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  that  he 
differed  from  those  around  him,  as  to  the 
selection  of  Lord  Ashburton  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conducting  negotiations  on  a  most 
critical  and  important  point  with  the 
United  States,  that  with  respect  to  the 
appointment  of  Sir  C.  Metcalfe,  he  had 
heard  of  it  with  delight,  for  that  it  was  im- 
possible that  any  appointment  could  have 
been  made  more  calculated  to  promote  the 
interests  and  to  conciliate  the  feeling  of 
those  whom  he  was  destined  to  govern,  and 
that  he  gave  the  fullest  credit  to  the  Go* 
vernment  for  that  appointment.  With  re- 
spect to  the  appointment  of  Lord  Ellenbo» 
rough  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
condemn  it,  not  did  he  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  acted  unwisely.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  testimony  which  the  right  hon. 
Geptleman  had  borne  to  the  fitness  of 
my  oobU  Friend  for  the  office  which  he 


holds  was  striking.  In  speaking,  of  Lord 
Ellenborough  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said, — 

**  I  followed  him  at  the  Board  of  Control, 
and  had  then  an  opportunity  of  proving  his 
prudence,  discretion,  and  the  intimate  know- 
ledge he  possessed  of  Indian  affairs.  The 
papers  he  left  behind  him  were  sufficient  to 
convince  me  that  no  appointment  could  be 
better  chosen. '' 

That  was  the  testimony  borne  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  not  merely  with  the  can- 
dour which  is  sometimes  found  in  a  poli- 
tical opponent,  but  from  his  own  know- 
ledge and  observation  ;  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  declared  the  appointment  to 
be  a  proper  one;  and  it  must  be  taken 
that  up  to  the  time  of  Lord  Ellenborough's 
leaving  England,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man acquitted  the  Government  of  all 
fault.  Then  what  has  Lord  Ellenborough 
done  since  which  justifies  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  all  the  condemnation  which 
he  has  uttered,  and  which  will  justify  him 
in  calling  on  the  House  to  pronounce  a 
formal  censure  on  the  noble  Lord.  The 
House  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  a  warm  political  oppo- 
nent to  the  Government,  and  that  preju- 
dices may  naturally  be  excited  in  his  mind 
with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  Lord  Ellen- 
borough. That  noble  Lord  has  certainly 
reversed  the  policy  on  which  the  late  Go- 
vernment acted,  but  it  must  be  admitted 
that,  whatever  the  conduct  of  the  noble 
Lord  has  been,  however  triumphantly  his 
military  operations  have  terminated,  every 
act  of  his  will  now  be  rigidly  scrutinized. 
Lord  Ellenborough  is  charged  with  an  in- 
tention to  outrage  the  religious  feelings  of 
the  people  of  this  country.  Now,  all  who 
know  his  disposition  and  feelings  on  reli- 
gious subjects  must  be  convinced,  that  as 
far  as  regarded  his  intentions,  at  least,  he 
it  innocent.  Looking  also  at  the  acts  of 
Lord  Ellenborough — not  his  former  and 
remote  conduct— -but  to  his  acts  at  a  time 
when  he  was  hailing  the  return  of  a  trium- 
phant army,  and  alike  offering  and  re« 
ceiving  all  the  congratulations  of  success, 
he  writes  thus. — I  am  reading  from  a  pri- 
vate letter  from  Lord  Ellenborough,  dated 
October,  1842:— 

^*  I  encloie  for  you  a  copy  of  the  circular 
letter  I  have  addressed  to  all  the  clergy  of 
India.  You  see  I  am  not  unmindful  of  the 
real  source  of  the  success  which  has  attended 


me. 
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Now  I  Bsk  (contiDued  the  right  hon. 
Baronet)  what,  in  common  charity,  we 
muit  all  BOmetimea  feel  ourseWeB  obli^d 
to  atk,  that  this  House  will  regard  not 
merely  the  naked  acts  but  the  obfioui  Id- 
tentioni,  not  the  mere  act  of  publishiag 
this  proclamation,  but  the  anuntis  of  that 
act.  The  letter  ihona  that  amidit  all  the 
excitement  of  triumph  he  did  not  Torget 
to  whom  his  country  and  himaeir  were  in- 
debted for  it.  I  am  about  to  read  Trom  a 
letter  addreued  by  the  Governor-general, 
the  right  hon.  Lord  EUenborough,  to  the 
chaplains  in  the  Upper  Prorincei  of  India. 
It  was  aa  follows  :— 

"  Smia,  Oct.  \,  1842. 
"  Rev.  Sir ; — The  seasonable  supply  of  rain, 
following  oar  prayers  recently  offered  to  Qod 
for  that  blessing,  wberebv  the  people  of  the 
nonh-weitern  provinces  hate  been  relieved 
from  the  fear  of  impendiog  famine,  and  the 
great  soccesses  recently  obtained  by  the  British 
anna  in  AflghinislaD,  whereby  iha  hope  of 
honourable  and  secure  peace  ii  held  out  to 
India,  impose  upon  us  all  the  duly  of  humble 
thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God,  through  whose 

Eiternat  goodness  alone  these  events  have 
een  brought  to  pass.  Nor  have  we  leu  in- 
curred the  duty  of  earnest  supplication  that 
we  may  not  be  led  to  abuse  these  lait  gifts  of 
God's  bounty,  or  to  attribute  to  ourselves  that 
which  is  due  to  Him  alone ;  but  that  we  may 
have  granted  to  us  grace  so  to  improve  these 
gifts  as  lo  show  ourselves  worthy  of  His  love, 
and  fit  iDStrumeols  in  His  hand  for  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  great  nation  His  wisdom  has 
placed  under  British  rule.  lu  the  absence  of 
any  superior  ecclesiaalicul  authority  in  these 
upper  provinces,  1  request  that  you  will  take 
these  matters  into  your  serious  conjideration, 
and  that  you  will  on  the  t6th  of  October  offer 
to  Almighty  Uod  auch  prayers  atid  thanks- 
giving, at  the  time  of  Uiviuv  service  io  your 
church,  as  may  seem  to  you  beat  suited  to  im- 
preai  upun  your  conxregation  the  greatness  of 
the  bleuings  which  the  British  natiou  in  India, 
and  the  whole  people  of  India,  have  recently 
received  i  und  the  high  moral  responsibility 
under  which  Cod  hus  placed  till  those  who 
have  comiaitted  to  them  any  part  iu  the  Go- 
vernment of  (his  empire.  I  remain,  reverend 
liir,  your  affectionate  friend, 


The  man  who,  at  the  lime  he  penned 
thia  proclamation,  havin;,'  uo  Gi;clesiaflical 
uulhoriiy,  thou;;1it  it  hii  dwiy  on  the  Is! 
of  October  to  call  upon  the  clergy  to  oft'ci 
thanksgiving  in  the  public  service,— it  il 
posaible  thai  he  can  be  charged  with  a 
dcaire  (o  represent  hiuiseir  as  u  favourer 
of  llmdooism  ?  What  sentiments  could  be 
more  worthy  of  a  Cbiisliau  Uovcnior  T 


Whatever  effect  this  proclamation  nuy 
have  bad  npon  the  leligioui  feelings  of 
the  community,  if  that  eficci  abtwld  have 
been  to  shock  the  feelings  of  any  one  id- 
dividual,  the  first  man  who  would  deeplj 
regret  this  reinlt  would  be  the  Oovemor- 
geoeral. himself.  So  much  for  tbe  ioten- 
tion.  Now  for  the  act  itself,  and  ka 
effects ;  an  effect  deeply  to  be  lamented 
indeed,  if  it  be  true  that  it  has  rcsalted  in 
1  feeling  of  jealousy  between  tbe  two 
^at  divisions  of  the  population  of  India, 
the  Mahomedans  and  Hindoos.  Bat  I 
think  my  hon.  Friend  has  allowed  hit  leat 
carry  him  too  far.  His  horror  of  Hin- 
dooism  has  led  him  to  go  a  little  too  far  in 
his  defence  of  Mabmoud  of  Ghuxnee,  and 
has  induced  him  lo  exalt  the  heathen  con- 
queror into  a  hero.  My  hon.  Friend  hai 
described  him  as  a  man  most  indifferent 
to  wealth,  and  influenced  in  hia  destrnc- 
of  idols  by  no  other  feeling  than  a 
abhorrence  of  idolatry.  I 
apprehend  if  my  hon.  Friend  had  con- 
sulted ibe  pages  of  the  historian  wbo  has 
been  quoted,  Mr.  Gibbon,  he  would  have 
Found  that  other  molivea  are  attributed  to 
ibis  conqueror  of  tbe  Hindoos.  Mr.  (hb- 
boD  says— 

"  The  fertile  kingdom  of  Guierst  attracted 
his  ambition,  and  tempted  his  avarice.'' 

And  he  then  goes  on  to  say,  ihat  he  can 
devote  only  one  page  id  a  recital  of  all  the 
battles  and  sieges  which  took  place  during 
twelve  different  incursions.  I  think,  ibere- 
fore,  that  my  hon.  Friend  is  paying  nndue 
honour  lo  the  character  and  conscwnliona 
feelings  of  Mahmond,  when  be  altnbutts 
his  invasion  to  a  pure  preference  of  Ma- 
bomedanism  over  Hindooism.  My  hon. 
Friend  says,  he  never  before  heard  of  these 
gales.  He  will  find  ■  reference  to  then 
in  some  of  the  highest  authorities;  and 
they  are  mentioned  by  Mr.  Mount  Stuart 
Elphinsione,  not  as  a  religious  relic,  but 
as— what  Lord  Ellenborougb;  I  believe, 
considered  them — a  great  trophy  of  war, 
Mr.  Mount  Stuart  Elphinstone,  one  of  the 
best  historians  ol  Indian  affairs,  thus 
speaks  of  these  gales.  I  aik  the  Houae 
not  Id  view  wilh  undue  prejudice  tbe 
conduct  of  my  noble  Friend  the  Go- 
vernor-general of  India.  My  hon.  Friend 
has  represented  that  Lord  Ellenborougb 
most  wantonly  and  capriciously  restored 
these  gates,  which  never  were  heard  of 
before,  which  have  uot  been  nentioned  hj 
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any  historian,  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
paying  a  compliment  to  the  superstitions 
of  the  Hindoos.  Mr.  M.  Elphinstone 
says, — 

''  The  tomb  of  the  great  Sultan  Mahmoud 
is  also  standing,  about  three  miles  from  that 
city.  It  is  a  spacious  but  not  a  magnificent 
building,  covered  ^ith  a  cupola.  The  doors, 
which  are  very  large,  are  of  sandal-wood,  and 
are  said  to  have  been  brought  by  the  sultan 
as  a  trophy  from  the  famous  temple  of  Som- 
nauth,  in  Guzerat,  which  he  sacked  in  his  last 
expedition  to  India." 

The  authority  of  Mr.  M.  Elphinstone 
is  at  least  a  very  high  one,  and  it  appears 
that  he  did  not  consider  these  gates  as  a 
religious  relic.  He  expressly  uses  the 
words  which  Lord  EUenborough  applies 
to  them — namely,  that  they  were  a  trophy 
taken  from  the  Hindoos.  Now  as  to  the 
account  which  Gibbon  gives  of  the  incur- 
sions of  Mahmoud  upon  the  unoffending 
people  who  then  inhabited  the  country  of 
Hindoostan.     He  says, — 

''  In  this  foreign  narrative  I  may  not  con- 
sume a  page ;  and  a  volume  would  scarcely 
suffice  to  recapitulate  the  battles  and  seiges  of 
his  twelve  expeditions.  Never  was  the  Mus- 
sulman hero  dismayed  by  the  inclemency  of 
the  seasons,  the  height  of  the  mountains,  the 
breadth  of  the  rivers,  the  barrenness  of  the 
desert,  the  multitudes  of  the  enemy,  or  by  the 
formidable  array  of  their  elephants  of  war. 
The  Sultan  of  Ghuznee  surpassed  the  limits  of 
the  conquests  of  Alexander ;  after  a  march  of 
three  months  over  the  hills  of  Cashmir  and 
Thibet,  he  reached  the  famous  city  of  Kinnoge, 
on  the  Upper  Ganges  ;  and  in  a  naval  combat 
on  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Indus  he  fought 
and  vanquished  4000  boats  of  the  natives. 
Delhi,  Lahore,  and  Moultan  were  compelled 
to  open  their  gates :  the  fertile  kingdom  of 
Guzerat  attracted  his  ambition  and  tempted 
bis  stay,  and  his  avarice  indulged  the  fruitless 
project  of  discovering  the  golden  and  aromatic 
islands  of  the  Southern  Ocean." 

Tlie  result  of  these  expeditions — of  this 
continued  hostility — was  the  transference 
of  these  gates,  this  trophy  of  war,  as  it  is 
called  by  Lord  EUenborough,  from  Guze- 
rat to  Ghuznee.  They  have  also  been 
mentioned  by  more  recent  writers.  I 
have  no  doubt  my  hou.  Friend  has  read 
the  work  of  Dr.  Kennedy,  who  thus  speaks 
of  these  gates  :-^ 

**  It  was  with  no  ordinary  feelings  that  I 
stood  at  Ghuznee,  by  the  tomb  of  Mahomet  of 
Ghuznee.  My  long  residence  in  Guzerat,  and 
intimate  familiarity  with  its  people,  its  history, 


and  its  traditions,  had  made  this  destroyer's 
name  a  sort  of  household  word  in  my  me- 
mory." 

Having  resided  at  Guzerat  for  a  long 
period,  having  heard  the  traditions  of  the 
people,  and  well- knowing  their  feelings, 
he  says  that  the  destroyers  name  was  a 
sort  of  household  word  in  his  memory. 
What,  then,  must  it  have  been  in  the 
memory  of  those  whose  ancestors  he  had 
pillaged  and  ruined  ?  Dr.  Kennedy  says 
further,  after  speaking  of  "The  direful 
history  of  this  man's  doings,*' — 

''  This  man  of  blood  sleeps  in  peace  in  a 
spot  of  great  rural  beauty.  His  direful  ravages 
are  consecrated  by  bigotry  as  holy  wars  against 
infidels.*' 

These  direful  ravages  were  consecrated 
by  bigotry  as  holy  wars !  But  when  we 
recollect  the  treasure  which  this  man  had 
amassed  from  the  direful  devastation  he 
committed,  do  not  let  us  be  too  forward 
in  attributing  these  "  direful  ravages"  of 
I  war  altogether  to  zeal  for  the  faith  which 
he  professed.  I  say  again.  Sir,  that  Lord 
EUenborough  regarded  these  gates  as 
most  important  trophies  of  war,  and  as 
trophies  of  war  he  considered  their  return 
to  those  from  whom  they  had  been  wrested 
would  be  most  acceptable.  I  sincerely 
believe  that  the  thought  never  entered 
Lord  Ellenborough's  mind  that  by  this  act 
he  could  be  considered  as  paying  a  com- 
pliment to  the  religion  of  the  Hindoos,  or 
that  he  would  by  it  offend  the  religious 
feelings  of  the  people  of  this  country.  I 
believe  that  he  considered  the  gates 
trophies  of  war,  and  trophies  of  war  alone, 
and  that,  as  such,  he  restored  them  to  the 
people  who  had  been  deprived  of  them. 
I  think  when  my  bon.  Friend  speaks  of 
the  *'  restored  temple  of  Somnauth,"  he 
puts  an  erroneous  construction  upon  the 
words.  I  apprehend  that,  when  Lord 
EUenborough  used  those  words,  he  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  original 
temple  of  Somnauth,  which  had  been  re- 
stored by  the  wife  of  Holkar,  still  existed, 
and  it  was  his  intention  to  place  the  gates 
in  that  temple.  I  believe  he  never  in- 
tended to  give  any  instructions  for  the 
restoration  of  the  temple.  The  expres- 
sion cannot,  I  think,  justify  the  belief  that 
Lord  EUenborough  meant  to  undertake 
the  restoration  of  a  ruined  temple,  that  it 
might  become  the  receptacle  of  these 
gates*    I  wish  to  have  no  concealment 
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frpm  the  Houie  oq  auob  ^  subjact  as  this ; 
though  I  am  sure  boo.  GentleroeD  would 
not  ask  for  the  production  of  documeots 
of  a  private  nature.  As  I  before  stated, 
the  Government  is  not  in  possession,  nor 
is  the  Court  of  Directors,  of  any  official 
correspondence  on  this  subject.  But  I 
cannot  hold  one  language  in  this  House 
while  I  am  writing  another  language  to 
India ;  and  I  freely  adfnit  that  wis  pro- 
olamation  has  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  Government,  and  that  they  have  made 
such  oommunicatioas  to  India  on  the  sub- 
ject as  they  have  thought  consistent  with 
tboir  duty.  To  such  a  delicate  subject  1 
cannot  make  more  direct  allusion»  but  I 
9iay  state  generally  that  it  has  received 
the  attention  of  the  Government,  and  1 
am  sure  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  press 
ne  to  make  known  to  the  House,  or  pub- 
lish to  the  world,  the  comments  we  have 
felt  it  our  duty  to  make.  I  cannot,  how- 
ever, profess  opinions  in  this  House  at 
variance  with  those  which  1  hold,  and 
which  I  have  communicated  to  my  noble 
friend.  But,  Sir,  I  think  the  question 
comes  to  this — is  it  consistent  with  justice 
and  equity  to  take  one  particular  act  of  a 
public  man,  and  on  account  of  that  act 
to  visit  him  with  censure  ?  Why,  who  is 
there  who  could  stand  under  such  an 
ordeal  ?  What  public  man  is  there  who, 
looking  back  upon  his  conduct  for  the 
preceding  year,  does  not  know  that  there 
have  been  errors — that  there  have  been 
inadvertencies — that,  from  the  pressure  of 
basioess,  there  has  been  neglect ;  and  are 
you  to  judge  him,  not  by  the  tenour  of  his 
general  conduct,  but  to  select  one  par- 
ticular act,  and  say,—"  I  move  my  ab- 
stract  vote  upon  this ;  I  charge  you  with 
Bcglect,  or  impolicy,  or  incaution,  in  one 
particular  instance;  do  not  plead  your 
general  conduct ;  do  not  refer  to  the  ser- 
vices you  have  rendered;  do  not  speak 
of  the  time  and  abilities  you  have  em- 
ployed in  the  public  service;  do  not 
say  that  your  strength  is  sinking,  as 
any  plea  oif  justification  for  your  neg- 
lect in  this  particular  instance ;  I  judge 
you  by  this  one  isolated  public  act." 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  brings 
forward  his  motion  of  distinct  censure,  I  will 
appeal  to  the  House  to  do  justice  towards 
LoHrd  EUenborough.  1  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that  I  will  go  all  lengths  in  defence 
of  this  act  and  proclamation.  I  will  not 
aty»  *'  1  see  no  danger  in  it ;  there  is  no 


expression  I  object  to;  I  think  it  a  fit  and 
proper  compliment  to  be  paid  to  the 
people  of  nindostan.**  I  will  pot  take 
that  course ;  but  I  will  say  that  it  will  be 
destructive  of  the  character  of  the  natioo, 
it  must  be  a  fatal  check  upon  the  enevgies 
of  public  men,  if  you  once  establish  the 
precedent  that  you  will  not  allow  the  ge- 
neral conduct  and  services  of  a  public 
man,  who  may  be  acting  at  a  distaace  of 
$,000  roiUsj  to  be  pleaded  against  a  single 
act  of  indiscretion.  Ob»  I  have  top  QMKh 
confidence  in  the  justice  of  this  House  to 
imagine  that  it  will  not  draw  a  parallel 
between  the  9th  of  Februarv,  1842,  and 
the  9th  of  February  1 843.  I  will  tell  ^Q 
of  the  condition  in  which,  when  Lord  cU 
lenborough  landed  in  India,  be  fbeod 
some  of  the  men  of  the  Madras  army.  I 
will  tell  yon  what  tidings  were  brought  lo 
him.  1  will  appeal  to  your  own  feelings  oo 
this  subject  at  this  time  last  year.  I 
will  remind  you  of  the  description  that 
was  given  of  the  CTeatest  disaster  that 
ever  befell  the  British  army,  of  the  de- 
struction of  17,000  men  and  wonseo, 
through  acts  of  the  grossest  treachery, 
of  the  despondency  which  the  Govetaer- 
general  found  prevailing  aasoog  soose  por- 
tions of  his  army ;  and  then  I  wit!  ei* 
hibit  to  you,  in  the  course  of  ten  months 
more,  that  same  Governor-general  at  tbe 
head  of  40,000  men,  having  effected  the 
evacuation  of  the  kingdom  in  which  we 
suffered  such  reverses  •— having,  on  the 
scene  of  every  former  disaster,  retrieved 
our  honours  —  fthe  remainder  of  the 
sentence  was  rendered  wholly  inaudible  by 
an  enthusiastic  burst  of  applause  ftom  aft 
parts  of  the  House],  I  will  show  yon  these 
dispirited  sepoys  converted  into  en  nrmyt 
eicited  by  enthnsiasm,  ready  to  contend, 
if  they  could  be  brought  against  them, 
with  the  best  and  most  disciplined  troops 
of  Europe;  and,  then,  exhibiting  this 
contrast,  I  will  remind  you  (addressing 
the  Opposition)  of  the  language  you  held 
on  this  subject  at  this  time  last  year.  I 
will  then  aak  you  whether  it  is  consistent 
with  justice,  with  decency,  or  with  com- 
mon sense,  that  you,  whose  policy  has 
been  reversed  [loud  cheen  from  ike 
Ministerial  side,]  should  take  this  single 
proclamation  and  tell  the  Governor-ge- 
neral, *'  True,  you  have  conquered ;  true, 
Tou  have  re-established  the  British  name 
in  Affghanistao  ;  true,  you  have  created 
one  universal  feeling  of  security  through* 


373         Lord  EUenboroughn^ 


{  FiiB.  9}        The  Gates  of  Smnauih.       374 


out  Hindostao;  but  you  have  issued  an 
unwise,  an  improvident  proclamation,  and 
the  reward  of  your  labours  shall  be,  dis* 
grace  and  condemnation/' 

Mr.  Mangles  had  not  entertained  the 
slightest  intention  of  addressing  the  House 
on  this  occasion,  for  he  thought  any  obser- 
vations on  the  subject  now  under  discussion 
would  be  offered  more  fitly  when  the  papers 
were  produced,  and  when  the  House  was 
in  possession  of  more  full  information. 
He  could  not,  however,  listen  to  the  mis- 
representations  —  be  was  sure  they  were 
not  wilful — of  the   hon.  Gentleman,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Control,  with- 
out giving  them  some  contradiction.    The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  attributed  the  uni<> 
Tersal  condemnation  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed by  the  Indian  press  with  regard 
to  Lord  Ellenborough's  proclamation,  to 
the  hostility  entertained  towards  his  Lord- 
ship by  the  civil  service,  who  were  sup- 
posed to  have  great  power  over  the  press, 
and   who,  it  was  said,  were  offended   at 
some  measures  of    reform  proposed    by 
Lord  EUenborough.     He  begged  to  say 
that  the  press  of  India  was  as  little  under 
the  control  of  the  civil  service  as  it  was 
possible  to  be.     He  denied  that  Lord  £1- 
lenborough   had  introduced  any   reforms 
affecting  the  civil    service.      If  he  had 
acted   in  that  respect  as   Lord   William 
Bentinck  had  done,  if  he  had  introduced 
judicious  or  even  honest  and  well-inten- 
tioned reforms.  Lord  EUenborough  would 
have    secured,   as    his    predecessor   had 
done,  the  cordial   support  of  the  many 
high-minded  members  of  that  body.   But 
his    Lordship  had    wilfully  and    gratui- 
tously insulted  that  body  of  men  through 
whom  whether  he  liked  them  or  not,  he 
must  conduct  his  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  country.     Then   the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  seemed   to  think,    that 
the  great  bulk  of  the  Mahomedan  in- 
habitants   of    India  would  regard  with 
favotir  the  removal  of  the  gates  of  the 
temple  of  Somnautb.    He  thought  it  had 
bees  well  understood  that  the  Mahomedans 
of  India  are  a  single  undivided  people,  en- 
tertaining bitter  hatred  towards  the  Eng* 
lisb,  who  had  wrested  the  power  from  their 
baods^  and  despising  the  Hindoo  popu- 
lation.   Now  the  Hindoos,  whom  Lord 
EUenborough  desired  to  conciliate  by  the 
remoral  of  the  gates  of  the  temple,  re- 
quired no  conciliation  at  pur  hands,  for 
tbey  were  already  strongly  attached  to  im; 


while  the  Mahomedans,  whom  it  ought  to 
have  been  his  object  to  conciliate,  would 
regard  us  with  a  more  bitter  hatred,  on 
account  of  the  triumph  which  was  thug 
given  to  the  Hindoos.    The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  attributed  to  the  Governor- 
general   much  knowledge  pf  the  ancient 
history  of  the  temple.     Could  be  have 
known  all  this,  and  not  have  been  aware 
of  the  description  of  worship  tp  which 
the  temple  on   which  be  had   bestowed 
the  gates  was  devoted,  orpf  the  nature 
of  the  abominable  rites  and  ceremonies 
that  were  there  celebrated  ?    The  right 
hon.  Baronet  rested  his  defence  of  Lord 
Ellenborough's    proclamation    upon    the 
probable    intentions  of  the  noble    Lord 
in  framing  it.     But  of  what  avail  was  it 
to  speculate  upon  his  intentions  when  the 
result  of  the  proclamation  was  so  unequi** 
vocal  ?  He  looked  upon  that  proclamation 
as  a  decided  retrograde  step  of  the  British 
Government  in  India,  whose  best  endea- 
vours had  been  given  of  late  years  to  dis- 
connect itself  from  the  idolatries  and  false 
religions  of  its  subjects.     In  any  point  of 
view,  however,  every  word  that  the  right 
hon.   Baronet  spoke  in  favour  of  Lord 
Ellenborough's  intentions,  conveyed  the 
heaviest  censure  upon  his  judgment  and 
good  sense.    Then  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
spoke  of  the  triumphs  of  I^rd  Ellenbo- 
rough's military  policy.       But  in  what 
was  that  policy  different  from   that  of 
his  predecessors  in  the  Governor-general- 
ship ?    Both  the  generals  who  ultimately 
carried  the  war  to  a  successful  conclu- 
sion, had  been  appointed  by  Lord  Auck* 
land ;  and  when  Lord  EUenborough  ar. 
rived  in  India,  every  soldier  and  all  the 
means  by  which  the  triumph  was  after- 
wards achieved,  had  previously  been  sent 
by    Lord    Auckland.      When    the    new 
Governor-general  arrived,  he  found  the 
whole  force  assembled  in  a  position  from 
whence  to  move  on.    The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet too  deprecated  general  censure  of 
Lord  EUenborough  founded  upon  an  indi* 
vidual  act*    Why,  what  were  the  Govern- 
ment themselves  about  to  do  ?  Were  they 
not  about  to  call  for  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Lord  EUenborough,  on  account  of  his  mi« 
litary  operations,  wholly  regardless  of  his 
other  proceedings  ?  If  tlie  rule  pf  not  judg- 
ing by  an  individual  act  appUed  tp  cen« 
sure,  did  it  not  equally  apply  to  praise  7 
Every  argument  which  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet bad  used  to-nig^t  agaijist  censure  pn 
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▼iDdicated  had  not  that  eveol  occurred  m 


Lord  EUenborough,  was  an  argument 
against  the  course  which  the  right  hoo. 
Baronet  was  about  to   call    the    House 


it  did?     He  hoped  that  when  they  did 
come  to  consider  the  question,   the  right 


to  take  next  week.  The  right  hon.  hon.  Baronet  would  let  the  House  have  mil 
Baronet  promised,  however,  when  the  the  papers  before  them, 
whole  case  was  before  the  House,  to  Lord  J.  Ruudl  had  not  intended  to 
enter  into  the  policy  of  Lord  Ellen-  have  taken  any  share  in  the  present  de- 
borough  in  India.  He  could  tell  the  right  bate,  and  he  did  so  now  chiefly  for  the 
hon.  Baronet  that  he  would  find  that  purpose  of  making  a  suggestion  to  his 
very  dangerous  ground  indeed,  and  that  right  hon.  Friend  who  had  brought  for- 
there  were  very  few  on  either  side  of  the  ward  the  aiotion.  With  respect  to  the 
House^  who  were  at  all  acquainted  with  question  which  his  right  hon.  Friend  had 
India,  who  Would  be  disposed  to  follow  brought  before  the  House,  he  had  always 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  as  a  leader  if  he  thought,  since  he  had  seen  the  prodaom- 
called  on  them  to  approve  of  Lord  Ellen-  ^»on*  ^at  the  question  of  ri^t  was  to 
borough's  general  policy.  It  wasperfecllv  clearly  on  our  side,  that  nothing  further 
well  known  that  out  of  doors  there  was  but  co^^  ^  »»^.  and  this  was,  above  aU,  the 
one  feeling,  and  that  was  one  of  reproba-  «^  a^'  ^^e  speech  of  his  hon.  Friend 
tion  of  his  proceedings;  and,  when  the  the  Member  for  the  University  of  Oxford, 
whole  case  came  before  the  House,  he  felt  ™  ^  »V'?  ^^  ^^•^  «"^  ^^^^  **  ^^ 
himself  so  strong  in  facts,  and  in  his  g^"?^  oPV°'^°  ^"\®f  ^^"  ^  ^  ^PP?* 
humble  knowledge  of  the  subject,  that,  ^  those  whom  the  hon.  SecreUry  for  the 
different  as  their  positions  were,  even  he  ^^4  ^  ^?"^"^'  designated  m  ineo  of 
should  not  be  afraid  to  meet  the  right  hon.  P^cUcal  understanding.  He  felt  that  it 
Gentleman  before  the  House  and  before  ^as  "nneceswry  for  htm  to  say  a  singk 
the  country  ^  ^  ^°*'  "•^  fiulen  from  his  right 
Mr.  Hume  rose  to  make  one  or  two  ^"'/"''u'*  """'^  his  hon  Friend  the  Mem- 
remarks,  in  consequence  of  the  right  hon,  Yu  ?u  .'-f  ""'^^ff/.^^  "^  ^^^"* '  ^^ 
Baronet  having  told  them  that  he  meant  ^^^  ^^'V  J^^l^'^I^V'^^ ^ 
to  call  for  a  vote  of  that  House  upon  the  ^»"  ^  J^  "^  ^\  ^**^,  "«^^  ^^-  °*?^- 
whole  conduct  of  ord  Ellenbirough.  ™°'  ,*^^'  "^'"^  P^*«^^^  expressH«i, 
[Sir/f.P6e/:I.aid  no  such  thing.]  The  i^r^.-^TiT  '  ^.  "71^^^  TJ!f 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  defended  Lord  .^"^  I'f !,."?"  7  i.t"  IT*^! 
Ellenborough  on  the  ground  of  the  injus-  l\^L^'^!?*c..  .  1  l      I  f^^    "Ij^'x 

tice  it  would  be  to  decide  on  a  partial  view  f"?f  .T  ™T  ^  '  K'^iJ"  ^  "^ 

-  , .  L  *    f  u       •  .     I        *  .1  guise,  the  expressions  which  he  was  onder- 

of  his  case ;  but  if  he  mistook  not  the  J^  ^^  ,,^  J  used  to  Lord  Ellenbofough 

right  hon.  Baronet  gave  up  the  procW  ^„  ^^^  ^^y^       ^,^  deariy  not  thosTif 

tion  altogether.     If  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  approbation,  but  condemnation.    [Sir  H. 

man  meant  the  case  to  be  fairly  gone  into,  p^^i  ^ad  not  used  the  term  coodeaToatioD, 

let  him  lay  before  the  House  copies  of  the  ^r  any  equivalent  to  it.]     He  was  aware 

orders  to  Generals  Pollock  and  ^fott  to  ^f  that,  as  the  right  hon.  GenUeman  spoke 

retire  from   Aff|hanistan.     Let  him  ac-  i„  guarded  and  official  terms  j  but  the  con. 

count  for  the  sudden  march  forwards  after  elusion,  from  what  the  right  hoo.  Gentle- 

Ihe  equally  unaccountable  delay  of  two  man  bad  stated,  was  equivalent  to  language 

or  three  months,  a  delay  which  scarcely  of  condemnation.     If  he  had  misunder. 

left  time  for  the  troops  to  achieve  what  stood  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  he  could 

they  had  to  do,  and  which  rendered  their  explain  the   matter,  or,   perhaps,  which 

retreat   disastrous  and   discreditable,   in-  would  be  better,  sUte  exactly  the  terms 

stead  of  their  having  due  time  and  oppor-  which  he  had  used  in  his  communication 

tunity  to  retire  as  conquerors  ought  to  to  the  Crovcrnor-general.     He   was   sure 

retire.     Let  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  lay  his  right   hon.    Friend   would    not  press 

before  the  House  a  copy  of  the  order  of  his  motion  in  dcUil  after  what  had  fallen 

the    Governor-general   to  withdraw    the  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet.     He,  there- 

troops,  dated  at  Simla,  before  a  single  pri-  fore,  would  hare  been  quite  content  with 

soner  had  been  given  up.    After  all  it  was  the  debate  as  it  rested  ;  but  the  right  hon. 

almost   by  a   miracle  that  the  prisoners  Buronet,  as  if  consciotiit  that  Lord  Hllen- 

were  ultimately  saved ;  and  how  would  the  boroueh  would  hare  been  left  in  a  most 

honour  of  the  British  arms  have  been  woeful  condition  by  such  a  debate^  and 
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the  civil  service,  distinguished  by  their 
experience,  or  distinguished  by  their  long 
services  in   India,  the  conduct  of  Lord 
Ellenborough  had  been  that  of  disdain  and 
insult.     There  was  a  gentleman  who  went 
from  this  country  a  few  years  ago  with  a 
high  character  for  legal  attainments — who 
was  respected  by  all  who  were  acquainted 
with  him  (he  bad  no  knowledge  of  him 
himself^  but  he  believed  he  was  known  in 
the  highest  quarters,  even  to  her  Majesty) 
— he  was  informed  that  one  of  the  first 
acts  of  Lord  Ellenborough  was  to  insult 
that  gentleman  in  such  a  manner  that  he 
threw  up  his  situation.     Another  gentle- 
man, of  the  highest  reputation  in  India, 
Major  Outram,  had  been  placed  by  Lord 
Auckland  in  a  situation  of  great  responsi- 
bility, in  which  he  added  considerably  to 
the  character  he  had  already  acquired  by 
his  activity  and  zeal,  and  by  the  peculiar 
skill  he  displayed  in  the  execution  of  his 
duties.      This  gentleman    had  also  been 
disgraced  by  Lord  Ellenborough.     It  ap- 
pears that  he  was  reappointed  to  some 
other  situation.     [An  hon.  Member  '^  the 
same."]].     He  understood  that  the  gallant 
officer    had    been   placed   under    Sir   C. 
Napier,  whereas   he   before  held   an  in- 
dependent   situation.      Why  had    Major 
Outram,  with  his  high  character  been  thus 
disgraced,  and   why  had  he  been  again 
placed  in  an  office  under  the  Government? 
What  were   the  motives  which  induced 
Lord  {Ellenborough   to   pursue  a  course 
of  conduct  which  was  characterised^  in  the 
first  instance^  by  injustice,  and,  in  the 
next,  by  levity  ?    The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  dared  him  to  an  investigation  into 
Lord  Ellenborough's  conduct — he  had  said 
that  it  was  unjust  to  judge  of  his  Lord- 
ship by  one  particular  act,   although  it 
was  one  which  had  oJQfended  the  sense  of 
the  whole  couutry,  and  had  referred  the 
House  to  his  general  conduct.    Well,  he 
would  refer  to  Lord  Ellenborough's  pro. 
clamation  of  the  1st  of  October,  by  which 
he  evacuated  Affghanistan  before  any  ac- 
count was  receiv^  of  the  release  of  the 
prisoners.    The  proclamation  was  studi- 
ously dated  October  1st,  at  Simla,  and  it 
conveyed  a  puerile,  foolish  insult  to  his 
predecessor.      The   very  first  records  of 
the   proclamation  were  a  misrepresenta- 
tion of  the  motives  which  induced  Lord 
Auckland   to  send   the  army  across  the 
Indus.     Lord   Ellenborough's   chief  ob- 
ject in  that  proclamation  seemed  to  be  a 
condemnation  of  the  policy  of  his  prede- 


such  an  avowal,  thought  fit  to   ride  off 
upon  every  other  subject,  except  the  one 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House,  in 
order  to  have  au  opportunity  of  speaking 
in  praise  of  his  Lordship,  and  in  deroga- 
tion of  those  who  preceded  him,  so  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  might  gain  some 
applause  from  his  own  side  of  the  House, 
and  thus  carry  off  as  it  were  the  effect 
of  that   proclamation   which    has  been  so 
universally  objected  to.      Challenged,  as 
he  had  been,  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
he  must  say  that  his  objection  to  the  con- 
duct of  Lord  Ellenborough  was  not  con- 
fined  to  the   particular  proclamation    in 
question.      He  had  heard  from    various 
quarters,  and  had  gathered  even  from  the 
public  papers,  sufficient  to  enable  him  to 
form  an  opinion  that  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  entrust  Lord  Ellenborough  with  the  sole, 
undivided  command  of  our  immense  em- 
pire in  India.     With  respect  to  the  con- 
duct  of  military  operations,  the  papers 
about    to  be   produced   would,  doubtless 
furnish  ample  information.     Lord  Ellen- 
borough's conduct  on  that  point  had  already 
in  its  favour  the  highest  authority  in  this 
country  on   military   subjects.      For  his 
own  part,  from   what  he  already  knew. 
General  Nott  deserved  the  highest  praise 
for  his  gallant  advance  and  rapid  victory 
at  Candahar,  as  did  Sir  R.  Sale  for  his 
gallant  and  persevering  defence  of  Jella* 
labad,  and  also  General  Pollock,  who  had 
succeeded  in  doing  that  which  was  often 
the  most  difficult  of  all  tasks  for  a  mili- 
tary  man   to   perform — he   restored  the 
moral  courage  of  his  dispirited  soldiery, 
after  suffering   lamentable  disasters,  and 
led  them  to  victory.     With  all  that  they 
were  acquainted,  and  all  those  they  were 
ready  to  acknowledge.     With  respect  to 
his  Lordship's  part  in  these  transactions 
— whether  he  at  one   time  gave  orders 
for  the  army  to  retreat  and  abandon  the 
country,   or  whether    he    only   prepared 
the  means  by  which  the  advance  of  the 
troops  was  better   secured  —  upon    these 
points  the  House  would  obtain  informa- 
tion from  the  papers  about  to  be  produced, 
and  it   would   be    rash   and  unwarrant- 
able in  him  to  pronounce  an  opinion  before 
the  production  of  them  ;  but  with  respect 
to  Lord   Ellenborough's  conduct  in  civil 
affairs,  and  with  respect  to  his  proclama- 
tions,  these  were  matters  on  which  an 
opinion  might  be  formed  without  waiting 
for  the  production  of  any  papers.     Was  it 
not  notorious  that  towards  many  men  in 
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That  policf  might  hsT«  been 
OBwifle.  Lord  ElleDboroacfa  midit  hare 
tboagfat  it  aniriie,  Imt  vSjr  did  he  Uke 
that  Ofmortunitj  of  ooDpfauDing  i]i  it,  and 
friiy  did  he,  wielding  the  aathcvity  be  did, 
mulj  misrepreieDt  the  motifes  and  eoo- 
doct  of  hispredeoewir?  He  soooeeding 
paragraphs  of  the  ptodamatioD  oootained 
ftatemeoti  which  he  (Lord  J.  Ra«eli) 
wouM  feel  it  his  doty  hereafter  to  briog 
tuideffldie  notice  of  the  House,  hot  towanu 
the  end  of  the  document  was  a  declaration 
which  was  eoually  absurd  and  imprudent 
—namely,  that  the  British  empire  in 
India  should  in  future  be  confined  within 
its  natural  limiti.  The  natural  limits  of 
the  British  empire  in  India !  ^^liy,  were 
not  the  now  oJled  "  natural  limits  "  ac- 
ouired  by  conquest  in  the  last  century. 
What  would  hare  been  the  natural  limits 
assigned  by  Ijord  Comwallis  had  he  had 
occasion  to  issue  such  a  proclamation  ? 
But  what  intelliffence  had  the  last  mail 
brouffht  from  India  ?  It  appeared  that 
the  Ameers  of  Scinde  were  in  possesMon 
of  a  certain  territory  which  Lord  Ellen- 
borough  thought  ought  to  be  added  to  the 
Indian  empire,  ana  as  the  Ameers  were 
not  disposed  to  part  with  it  willingly,  an 
army  was  about  to  be  sent  to  wrest  it  from 
them  by  force.  Now^  where  was  this  ter- 
ritory }  Was  it  within  the  ''  natural 
limits  "  of  the  British  empire  in  India  ? 
No;  it  was  beyond  them.  Lord  Ellen- 
borough  might  nare  sufficient  grounds  for 
the  itiraslon  of  this  territory,  but  did  it 
not  show  the  original  folly  of  his  pro- 
damatton,  that,  only  about  a  month  after 
it  had  been  issued,  he  should,  by  his  own 
act,  contradict  it  ?  Only  conceive  the  folly 
of  a  Oorernor-gencral  proclaiming  a  deter- 
mination that  the  English  power  should 
nerer  proceed  beyond  the  Indus.  SSome 
greathostilearmy  miffht  beoollected  beyond 
the  Indus,  in  AfTghanlstan,  and  only  waiting 
for  the  formation  of  msgazines  to  attack 
lis.  We  might  have  the  means  of  destroy- 
ing the  enemy  before  they  were  in  a  con- 
dition to  injure  us,  and  yet  we  must  stand 
by  and  allow  them  to  complete  all  these 
hostile  preparations,  and  means  of  injuring 
us,  because  a  Gorernor-general  had  pro- 
claimed  that  we  must  not  advance  beyond 
the  Indus.  Where,  then,  was  the  sense 
of  talking  about  the  natural  limits  of  the 
British  Indian  empire?  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  spoken  as  if  tlic  pro(!lamation, 
which  had  been  particularly  adverteil  to 
this  evening,  were  the  only  act  of  l.ord 


ElleDborough  that  m  objwtiiwahlf 
he  (Lord  J.  Rnaidl)  t«ok  iotw 
deratioo  the  other  ontterB  to  wUch  he 
had  alhided,  utd  the  eoodnsaoo  at  which 
he  arrived  wm,  that  Lord  FIV  ■hwwg h 
was  not  a  fit  Govenor-geiieral  tm  mm 
great  Indian  empire.  The  right  hoa.  Bm^ 
rouet  insinuated  that  their  objectiea  !• 
Lord  Ellenhonmgfa  aroae  frnai  the  cir* 
cninttance  of  his  haviag  lemsed  the 
poli^  of  his  predeeeasor,  bat  that  was  Mi 
the  feet.  He  admitted  that  gmt  aailitary 
disasters,  which,  if  lieotenaot  Eyie  was 
to  be  believed,  might  have  heeo  pteweuted, 
made  it  necessary  to  reconsider  the  policy 
adopted  with  respect  to  Afighaaiatan ; 
but  the  original  policy  of  Locd  AucUaMl 
was  not  bawd  on  a  desire  for  a  prnnaw t 
occupation  of  AfiTghanisiaii.  Lord  Auck- 
land decUred,  at  the  coaimeiioeaeat  that 
that  was  not  his  policy,  and  if  he  had  re- 
mained in  India,  he  might  have  takeo  the 
same  steps  as  had  been  taken,  or  others» 
which  miffht  have  appeared  to  he  mtan 
expedient  for  the  evaeuatioo  of  Afi^fhaaia- 
tan,  in  perfect  coosisleiicy  with  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  original  invnsion  pm> 
ceeded.  He  did  not  consider  what  Lotd 
Ellenborough  had  done  to  be  any  revcnal 
of  the  policy  of  what  hk  predecessor  had 
done.  When  a  man  in  Lord  EUcnhoroagh'a 
position  was  so  ungenerous  as  to  cahunmate 
bis  predeeeasor— when  he  endenvodrsd  to 
found  his  own  feme  on  the  destmction  of 
the  Govemor.general  who  went  balm  hfan, 
and  who  was  employed  duriat  the  last 
weeks  of  his  govemmeat  in  nuudi^  every 
preparation  to  enablo  his  siionamni  to  par* 
sue  any  coarse  of  poliey  whiek  ho  anght 
consider  best— who,  as  he  had  dechmd 
himself,  had  so  eaiploysd  hbaaalf  ia  the 
most  single-bearted  Maaaer--«rhea  soeh 
conduct  aa  that  waa  pnrsoed  by  Lord 
Ellenborough,  he  saw  ao  raaaoa  why  he 
should  not  state  to  the  Hooae  aad  the 
country,  over  and  over  i^pia,  that,  ia  his 
opinion,  our  immense  power  ia  ladiaeoold 
not  safely  be  entrustea  to  his  haads. 

Mr.  C.  B%Ukr  said,  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  changed  the  whole  isaao  of  the 
question,  which  was  not  to  torn  upon  a 
single  act  of  Lord  Ellenborough,  and  whe- 
ther that  single  act  was  indefensible,  and 
of  such  a  nature  that  it  would  not  only 
efface  the  past  merits  of  his  Lordship,  but 
prevent  the  possibility  of  any  confidence 
being  placed  in  his  prudence  for  the 
future;  for  the  right  hon.  Baroneot  had 
said,  "  You  most  not  condemn  him  lor  a 
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single  act."  He  must  say  that  the  single 
act  which  had  been  brought  forward  was 
one  which  eren  in  the  light  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  regarded  it,  must  Bll 
with  lUrm  every  person  interested  in  the 
possessions  of  our  British  empire  in  India 
while  such  a  roan  held  the  reins  of  Go- 
vernment there.  But  he  was  content  to 
go  to  other  acts  of  Lord  Ellenborough ; 
he  was  content  to  take  his  whole  course ; 
and  he  should  be  surprised  if  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  did  not  repent  the  challenge 
he  had  made  for  a  full  inquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  Lord  Ellenborough ;  for  he  would 
venture  to  say  that  they  would  hold  up 
such  a  long  series  of  acts  so  replete  with 
outrage  of  every  principle  upon  which  the 
Government  of  India  had  been  hitherto 
conducted,  and  so  full  of  injustice  to  every 
race  of  men  there,  whether  white  or  black, 
Christian  Hindoo,  or  Mahomedan,  and  so 
pregnant  with  impropriety  in  attempting 
to  elevate  himself  at  the  expense  of  his 
predecessors,  that  the  picture  would  be 
too  frightful  for  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
to  contemplate,  and  he  would  find  it  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  find  any  warrant  for 
the  praises  he  had  lavished  upon  the  Go- 
vernor-general of  India.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  would  6nd  it  so  very  difficult  to 
point  out  in  the  journals  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  anything  to  entitle  the 
noble  Lord  to  any  praises  whatever,  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  have  to  regret 
that  he  had  not  allowed  the  noble  Lord  to 
be  condemned  upon  the  single  issue,  but 
would  have  his  whole  conduct  dragged 
into  question.  The  course  pursued  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  furnished  him  with  a 
plausible  ground  for  venturing  to  put  the 
House  in  possession  of  other  information, 
by  adding  to  the  resolution,  that  the  finan- 
cial resolutions  dated  the  23rd  of  June, 
1842,  and  the  report,  dated  the  6th  of 
August,  1842,  both  from  Jellalabad,  be 
also  produced. 

Sir  R.  Peel  observed,  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  claimed  the  credit  of  an 
impromptu  for  his  amendment  on  account 
of  his  speech ;  now,  it  so  happened  that 
the  amendment  or  addition  had  been 
shown  to  him  two  hours  before,  and  he 
said  he  had  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  C.  Buller  claimed  no  credit  for  an 
impromptu. 

Resolution   modified  and  amended  as 

follows :— * 

**  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House,  a 
•opy  oC  any  despatch  from  the  Governor -ge- 


neral of  India  to  the  Court  of  directors,  con* 
tain  in  g  a  proclamatioD  addressed  to  the  chiefs 
and  princes  of  India,  respecting  the  recovery 
of  the  gates  of  the  temple  of  Somnauth : — 
Also,  Copy  of  a  Proclamation  by  the  Go- 
vernor-general of  India,  respecting  the  evacu- 
ation of  Affghanistan,  dated  Zimla,  October, 
1, 1842  :"— Also  a  copy  "of  the  financial  re- 
solution by  the  Governor-general  of  India, 
dated  Allahabad,  the  23rd  day  of  June  1842; 
and  the  report  of  the  committee  of  finance, 
dated  Allahabad,  the  6th  day  of  August, 
1842." 

Agreed  to. 

Adjourned  at  half-past  twelve. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Friday^  February  10,  1843. 

MiNUTKS.]    Bills.     Publle,'-^!*-  Pound  Breach  and  Rat- 
cue. 
3*-   Law  of  Evidence. 

PsTinoNi  PRftsKNTju).  By  Lord  Koiyon,  and  other  noUe 
Lords,  from  Freeholders  of  Denbigh  (county),  from  the 
Burgesses  of  Denbigh  (town),  from  the  Bath  Church  of  Eng- 
land Lay  Association,  and  Arom  the  InhaUtaaCa  of  Llao* 
fair,  Dyifryn  Clwyd,  and  Llandidan,  tot  the  Repeal  of 
6  and  7  WilL  4th,  c.  77«  ao  Car  as  concerns  the  Union  of 
the  Sees  of  St.  Asaph  and  Bangor.— From  Freeholders, 
ete.,  of  Yipytty,  LUmgollen,  UandrllkKyn-rhOB,  Dy- 
meirchion,  Bettws  Owerfil,  Goch-Uanuwchllyn,  Llanty- 
silio,  Crbistock,  Bodfiurl,  Langowr,  and  Rhiwaedog,  for 
the  Repeal  of  the  said  Act  so  ftr  as  relates  to  the  Union 
of  the  Sees  of  St.  Aaaph  and  Bangor  t  and  that  the  Pio- 
▼isions  of  the  Act  relienring  to  the  new  See  of  Manches- 
ter may  be  modified ;  and  fttnn  the  Gentry,  Freeholders, 
and  others  of  the  Mador  Hundred,  for  the  Repeal  ot  the 
said  Act  so  fiur  as  it  aStets  the  number  of  Bishupa,  and 
the  Income  of  the  Churob  in  North  Wales. 

War  IK  Affohamistak.]  The  Mar- 
quess of  Cianricarde  wished  before  the 
House  adjourned  to  call  their  Lordships' 
attention  to  the  fact,  that  no  papen  at  all 
had  been  yet  laid  oo  their  Table  relative  to 
the  movement  in  AffghaoistaUi  preparatory 
to  the  motion  of  which  the  noble  Duke 
had  given  notice.  Neither  had  any  pa- 
pers been  presented  with  respect  to  the 
proceedings  in  China*  The  noble  Duke 
intended  on  Thursday  next  to  propose  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  army  io  AfTghanistan. 
On  that  subject  he  was  in  possession  of  no 
information  except  what  he  derived  from 
the  newspapers*  Now,  there  was  no 
doubt,  that  when  the  motion  was  brought 
forward  the  House  would  enter  deeply 
into  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  that 
they  would  thoroughly  investigate  what 
had  occurred  in  AffghaDistao  before  they 
agreed  to  the  proposed  vote.  It  was  ne- 
cessary, therefore,  that  the  papers  should 
be  placed  in  their  Lordships'  bands  as 
soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  they  might 
make  themselves  masters  of  the  subject 
before  they  proceeded  to  vote.    He  wished 
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to  ask,  whether  the  papers  would  be  ready 
bj  Monday? 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  said,  the  pa- 
pejs  were  in  the  course  of  being  printed, 
and  he  expected  that  they  would  have 
been  in  the  House  that  day. 

Lord  Brougham  said,  he  understood 
the  motion  of  which  the  noble  Duke  had 
given  notice  for  Thursday  next  related 
solely  to  the  military  part  of  the  question. 
[The  Duke  of  nWington:  Nothing 
more.] — And  to  such  parts  of  the  Govcr- 
nor^generaPs  proceedings  as  related  to 
the  carrying  on  of  the  war,  that  it  would 
be  strictly  confined  to  the  military  part  of 
the  question.  It  would,  therefore,  be 
better,  both  in  that  and  another  place,  if 
they  kept  their  minds  as  free  as  possible 
from  party  and  political  feelings,  when 
they  were  called  on  to  agree  to  a  vote  of 
ibankt  to  the  military  for  their  services, 
because  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
cause  of  the  war. 

The  Lord  Chancellor, — It  was  so  in  the 
case  of  Lord  Auckland. 

The  Duke  of  trdHngton  said,  the  mo- 
tioQ  of  which  he  had  given  notice  bad  no 
reference  to  political  matters,  aud  would 
involve  no  discussion  except  as  to  the 
merits  and  services  of  the  military  force 
employed  in  the  recent  events.  The 
general  bearing  of  the  motion  would  have 
reference  only  to  military  affairs,  and  to 
the  conduct  of  the  army  in  India. 

The  Marqoest  of  Clanriearde  uid,  he 
perfectly  understood  the  nature  of  the 
BSOiioQ,  and  that  the  papers  to  be  laid 
before  them  would  be  strictly  connected 
with  military  operations;  but,  so  far  as 
the  public  were  concerned,  there  were 
■Mtters  connected  with  th<Me  operations 
in  which  they  were  deeply  interested,  and 
on  which  tbey  w>ere  naturally  anxious  to 
icceive  authentic  inlbmation.  With  re- 
spect to  any  blame  that  m^t  be  attached 
to  any  party  in  the  course  of  these  pro- 
ceedings, he  could  not  ssy  that  his  opinion 
was  at  all  made  up  on  the  question.  j 

l«ord  Mcmita^le  wished  lo  know  from  ' 
what  perK>d  the  pa^^nk  with  respect  to  i 
the  proceedings  in    AtTghanman    would 
take  their  date«  and  down  to  «hat  portcHi  ; 
thev  w\MiM  extend  * 

The    Dole  of   UtUtmctim  said,    that ' 
ev^ry  psfvr  would  be  poMioced,  hem  thf 
breaking  out  of  the  insumKtion.  or  «Kat 
Im  wvwid  call  the  disaster,  to  the  Utcs; 
pKK>ecdings  of  the  aiwiy  of  Aifg^artsun. 

Adjjouraed.  « 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday  February  10.  1843. 

MmuTM.]     Bills.     PhMIt.— Orderrtf  to  te  hrmgkt  fa  ; 
Turnpike  Tnnli  CaaUnuaDoe  ;  Penontioa  of  V( 

pBTiTioNB  Pmmbhtbd.  By  Sir  R.  Inf^  ttam 
upon-Teci,  and  by  Sir  E.  Filmcr,  fhim 
the  RepMl  of  the  Act  oT  6  and  7  WiO.  4th,  e.  77.  lO  far 
«  reUtci  to  the  Union  of  the  Sen  of  SL  Amfk  aii  Bam- 
gat.^By  Mr.  Fox  Maule,  from  the  Gcocral  AaanUy  of 
the  Churrh  of  Scotland,  for  conidentkn  of  the  Cmt  of 
that  lltureh. — By  an  boo.  MemlMr,  flom  Hilehfa,  aii 
LitcKam,  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Property  Tn. 

Treaty  OF  Wasiiingtoii.]  Mr.  F.  T. 
Baring  rose  to  put  a  question  to  the  DoUe 
Lord  opposite  respecting  the  treaty  of 
Washington.  By  one  of  the  articles  of 
that  treaty  certain  privileges  were  granted 
to  a  district  which  is  now  given  up  to  the 
United  States.  These  privileges  related 
to  timber,  as  well  as  to  com  and  other 
agriculturmi  produce,  and  they  cootiated 
in  allowing  goods  of  that  descriptioo  to  be 
brought  into  British  ports  at  the  sane 
rates  of  duty  as  if  they  were  the  produce 
of  British  possessions.  What  he  wanted 
to  know  was,  whether  the  com  and  timber 
specified  in  that  treaty  could  be  intro- 
duced into  England  at  the  same  dntiea  na 
if  they  had  been  the  produce  of  New 
Brunswick  ;  and,  assuming  that  he  ahovid 
receive  an  answer  in  the  affirmative,  be 
then  desired  to  know  whether  it  woold 
be  necessary  that  an  act  of  Parliament 
should  be  passed  for  the  porpoea  of  gmaf 
full  effect  to  that  part  of  the  treaty  iw 
which  thb  matter  was  relerred  to. 

Lord  StoMlry  said  he  should  have  ao 
difiicolty  in  answering  the  qaeMioQ  vliicli 
had  just  been  put.  The  inteatioo  and 
meaning  of  the  treaty  were  correctly  ttaied 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  aad  the  ar* 
rangement  proposed  to  tie  made  by  that 
compact  bad  for  sooie  time  past  beesi 
practicalW  acted  on.  Tke  distriet  lo 
which  reJermce  had  been  made  did  aoC 
produce  any  com.  It  prodnoed  tiasber; 
iHit  timk>er  was  felWd  at  both  sides  of  the 
ri\xT — it  was  laid  on  ibe  ice  in  the  winter, 
and  wh^n  the  ice  melted  ine  logs  floated 
down  the  stream  without  its  being  pitmiMc 
for  snv  one  to  know  wbetber  tbey  bad 
been  cot  wiihm  the  tcfntorv  of  the  United 
SuTo*  or  JO  t hit  of  iireat  Entain.  Al- 
t^.«>u^h  It  wA«  vaii&pi^rtsct  wbetber  the 
trees  wenr  fciit^i  t.,x«  the  r^i  or  oa  the 
Hii  back  o:'  :br  rwcs:  ArMfe$:ook  or  the 
n^i-r  S:.  .K%hr..  \t;  thai  circamstaace  did 
nwX  necc^vAniv  savoiwr  a  nraif r  ■ioa  oa 
.•nr  pan  ol  the  t.t^  lav-^gataoa  of  tbe  Sc 
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John ;  but  timber  having  once  entered , 
it  was  treated  as  British  timber.  As  to 
the  necessity  of  bringing  in  an  act  of 
Parliament  on  the  subject,  her  Majesty's 
Government  would  feel  it  their  duty  to 
do  so  if  the  necessity  became  apparent. 

Mr.  F,  Baring  Aiked  whether  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  have  any 
objection  to  produce  any  instructions 
which  had  been  given  to  the  Custom- 
house authorities  in  connection  with  the 
subject. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  re- 
plied that  no  instructions  had  yet  been 
issued. 

CusTOM-HousE  Frauds.]  Mr.  WalL 
lace  begged  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  oppo- 
site at  the  head  of  the  commission  for  in- 
quiry into  the  frauds  in  the  revenue,  what 
progress  had  been  made  with  the  inquiries, 
when  they  would  be  brought  to  a  close, 
and  whether  the  names  of  all  the  parties 
concerned  in  the  frauds  would  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House. 

Lord  Granville  Somerset  said,  that  the 
inquiries  were  still  in  progress,  and  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  say  precisely  when 
they  would  be  concluded.  When  they 
were,  there  could  be  no  objection  to  lay- 
ing the  evidence  before  the  House. 

Holy  ROOD  Housb.]  Mr.  Wallace 
wished  to  know  whether  the  noble  Lord  at 
the  head  of  the  Woods  and  Forests  would 
have  any  objection  to  lay  before  the 
House  an  account  of  the  expenses  in- 
curred in  the  improvements  at  Holyrood 
Palace,  and  of  the  funds  from  which  those 
expenses  were  to  be  defrayed. 

Lord  Lincoln  said,  in  was  quite  unne- 
cessary to  lay  any  such  returns  before  the 
House.  He  would  at  once  inform  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  amount  ex- 
pended during  the  present  year  would  be 
about  2,000/.,  and  that  the  sources  from 
which  it  was  derived  were  the  improve- 
ments in  the  royal  parks,  and  in  Phcenix- 
park,  in  Dublin. 

Registration.]  Mr.  Baillie  wished 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Home  Department,  whether 
it  were  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
bring  in  any  bill  this  Session  to  amend  the 
law  relating  to  the  Registration  of  Voters 
in  Scotland. 

Sir  James  Graham  could  assure  his  hon. 
Friend  that  he  was  perfectly  ali?e  to  the 
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necessity  of  amending  the  law  for  the 
Registration  of  Voters  in  Scotland,  bat 
having  already  pledged  the  Government 
to  bring  in  measures,  during  the  course  of 
the  present  Session,  to  amend  the  law  re- 
lating to  the  Registration  of  Voters  in 
England  and  also  in  Ireland,  he  could  not 
pledge  himself  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend 
the  law  of  registration  in  Scotland  during 
the  course  of  the  present  Session. 

Mr.  Christie  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  would  fix  the  second 
reading  of  the  English  Registration  Bill 
and  the  County  Courts'  Bill  for  such 
period  as  would  suit  the  professional  ar- 
rangements of  Members  of  the  House 
who  were  connected  with  the  legal  pro* 
fession. 

Sir  J.  Graham  said,  he  had  a  great 
respect  for  the  gentlemen  of  the  long 
robe,  and  was  sensible  of  the  jalue  of 
their  assistance,  but  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  undertake  to  arrange  public  busi- 
ness with  a  view  to  their  convenience. 
He  would  give  notice  of  motion,  for  leave 
to  bring  in  the  English  Registration  Bill 
in  the  course  of  next  week,  and  before 
the  expiration  of  a  fortnight  he  would  ask 
for  leave  to  introduce  the  Local  Courts 
Bill.  He  could  not,  however,  undertake 
to  fix  the  second  reading  of  bills  of  so 
much  importance,  with  reference  to  the 
convenience  of  gentlemen  connected  with 
the  legal  profession. 

Mr.  M.  0*Ferrall  asked  when  the  Irish 
Registiation  Bill  would  be  brought  in  ? 

Sir  J.  Graham  said  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  move  for  leave  to  introduce  the 
Irish  Registration  Bill  until  the  English 
Registration  Bill  should  pass  through  all 
its  stages. 

SciNDE.]  Sir  E.  Colebrooke  gave  no- 
tice that  it  was  his  intention,  on  Monday 
next,  to  put  a  question  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  as  to  the  state  of  our  relations 
with  the  government  of  Sciude.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  treaty  entered 
into  with  the  government  of  that  country 
in  1839  was  still  in  force,  and  whether 
any  act  had  been  committed  in  contra- 
vention of  the  treaty,  which  would  justify 
an  armed  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
British  Government  in  India. 

Sir  R.  Peel  felt  much  obliged  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman  for  the  notice  which  he 
had  given  of  his  intention  to  ask  the 
question,  and  he  would  suggest  to  other 
hon.  Members  the  propriety  of  following 
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the  hon.  Gentleman's  eiimple  lo  that 
respect.  He  made  that  suggestion,  not 
so  much  for  the  sake  of  his  own  conve- 
nience as  for  the  sake  of  the  public  in* 
teresty  because  it  was  most  important  to 
the  public  interest  that  the  GoTernment 
should  be  enabled  to  give  answers  to 
questions  of  this  nature  in  such  a  manner 
as  that  they  could  not  be  misunderstood. 

TuRVPiKE  Trusts.]  Mr.  Manners 
Sutton  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  Turn- 
pike Trusts  in  England  and  Wales.  The 
present  state  of  the  law  he  observed,  had 
occasioned  great  inconvenience.  Not  that 
he  wished  materially  to  effect  the  rights 
of  the  whole  body  of  mortgagees;  but 
this  at  least  he  desired  lo  do, — to  render 
it  impossible  for  any  individual  to  go  into 
the  market  and  possess  himself  of  a  mort. 
gage,  of  the  value  say  of  100/.,  then  exer- 
cise  his  privilege  as  a  mortgagee,  bring  an 
action  of  ejectment,  and  get  himself  ap- 
pointed a  receiver.  What  he  proposed 
in  this  respect  was,  that  when  an  action 
by  a  mortgagee  was  decided,  he  should 
not  then  enter  into  possession,  but  that  a 
receif  er  should  be  appointed  by  the  Court 
of  Exchequer.  It  was  perfectly  well  known 
that  large  sums  were  raised  by  mortgage 
of  turnpike  trusts,  and  it  was  also  well 
known  that  priority  of  advance  was  not 
followed  by  priority  of  payment.  Now  he 
proposed,  that  in  future,  no  trustee  of 
turnpike  tolls  be  allowed  to  raise  money 
on  the  security  of  such  tolls  without  the 
consent  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  who  would  have  all 
the  accounts  before  him,  and  who  would 
not  refuse  his  assent  where  he  saw  the 
money  wss  necessary.  He  would  also 
propose  in  this  bill,  that  the  trustees 
should  appoint  auditors  from  their  own 
number,  who  should  form  a  6nance  com* 
mittee.  By  these  the  whole  accounts 
should  be  prepared  and  arranged  at  stated 
times,  and  afterwards  laid  before  the  ge- 
neral meeting  of  trustees.  He  would  also 
propose  to  continue  the  4th  and  5th  of 
her  present  Majesty,  by  which  magistrates 
might  appropriate  highway-rates  to  the 
purposes  of  turnpike  trusts.  Having  now 
stated  an  outline  of  what  the  bill  would 
propose,  he  would  only  add  an  expression 
of  his  hope  that  the  House  would  gite  it 
its  xancrion.  He  did  not  expect  that  the 
bill  would  remofc  all  the  evils  attendant 
on  the  present  state  of  turnpike  trusts  in 


England ;  but  bo  hoped  that  it  woqM  pat 
an  end  to  many  of  them,  and  tend  to 
mitigate  the  effects  of  others  which  cooU 
not  be  at  present  removed. 

Mr.  Rice  admitted  the  very  bad  ma- 
nagement of  turnpike  trusts  at  praaeBl, 
and  he  was  glad  to  learn  that  Govamment 
had  taken  the  remedy  into  its  own  handi. 
He  hoped  that  Government  would  be  nosr 
induced  to  bring  forward  soma  genetal 
measure  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Mackinnon  said,  that  having  bean 
twice  chairman  of  committees  on  thbaab- 
ject,  he  could  bear  testimony  to  the  difi« 
culties  by  which  it  was  surrounded.  As 
to  a  general  measure  which  should  relate 
to  all  turnpike  trusts,  he  thought  it  was 
quite  out  of  the  question.  It  woald  be 
impossible  to  arrange  such  a  measwa, 
unless  Government  were  prepared  to  pay 
off  all  the  debts  of  the  several  tniala, 
amountingat  present  to  between  8,000,0(XML 
and  9,000,000/.  In  the  present  fiaanotal 
state  of  the  country,  that  would  be  im« 
possible.  He  did  not  think  that  his  boo. 
Friend  who  brought  in  this  bill  woold  be 
able  to  carry  the  clause  which  prevented 
trustees  from  raising  money  on  the  tolls 
without  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of 
State.  When  a  bill  brought  io  by  bis 
right  hon.  Friend  opposite  (Mr.  Fox 
Maule)  was  formerly  before  the  Honse^  it 
failed  from  the  dblike  of  the  country 
Gentlemen  to  anything  ItkeceotraliialioQ. 
They  would  object  equally  to  the  claase 
which  gave  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate  the 
power  of  refusing  to  sanction  the  bonow- 
ing  of  money  upon  the  secnritj  of  turnpike 
tolls. 

Mr.  F.  Mauk  said,  that  his  bUl  was 
defeated,  but  it  was  because  one  ob^t  of 
it  was  to  introduce  some  ecoooasieal  re- 
forms into  the  management  of  tnrapike 
trusts ;  and  thus  he  was  at  ones  baser  by 
the  trustees.  He  was  sorrv  that  a  aiaiilar 
provision  was  not  in  this  billt  far  wtdioat 
some  such  economical  reforms  it  would  be 
impossible  ever  to  deal  with  the  debts  of 
the  several  trusts,  which  now  amounted 
nearly  to  9,000,000/.  As  far  as  this  bill 
went,  it  should  have  his  cordial  sopport ; 
he  was  only  sorry  it  did  not  go  farther. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Pbrsonation  or  Voters.]  Mr.  Lid* 
dell  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  briaf  io  a 
bill  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
fraudulent  Personation  of  Voters  at  con- 
tested elections.     He  had  had  sofficieiit 
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experience  of  this  evil  to  eoQvioce  him  of 
its  roagnitode,  and  of  the  necessity  of  ap- 
plying some  efTecluat  remedy.  He  could 
mention  many  cases  in  which  the  practice 
had  been  carried  to  great  excess,  but  he 
would  confine  himself  to  one  or  two.  At 
the  late  election  for  the  county  of  Derby, 
men  were  brought  in  large  numbers  to 
personate  absent  voters.  Some  of  these 
were  arrested  by  the  High  Sheriflf  himself, 
and  several  who  were  sent  for  trial  for 
personation  and  perjury  were  condemned 
and  sentenced  to  twelve  months*  impri- 
sonment and  hard  labour.  Others  for 
personation  only  without  perjury,  were 
condemned  to  six  months'  imprisonment 
and  hard  labour,  and  others  to  three 
months'.  The  number  thus  punished 
showed  the  extent  to  which  this  atrocious 
practice  was  carried.  In  another  case — 
that  of  Belfast— -the  practice  had  been 
carried  to  a  still  greater  and  more  dis- 
gusting length,  but  the  committee  which 
inquir^  into  the  case  acquitted  the  can- 
didates and  their  committees  generally  of 
any  knowledge  of  the  crime ;  and  the 
man  who  was  known  to  have  taken  a  very 
active  part  in  procuring  this  personation 
declared  in  the  committee  that  he  was 
heartily  ashamed  of  his  conduct,  but  that 
he  would  not  have  resorted  to  it  if  he  had 
not  been  informed  that  it  was  also  prac* 
tised  at  the  other  side.  Before  he  called 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  remedy 
which  he  should  propose,  he  would  ob> 
serve  that  the  Reform  Act  had  done  very 
little  to  repress  the  crime.  By  the  68th 
clause  it  was  enacted  that  at  the  lime  of 
voting  no  inquiry  could  be  made  as  to  the 
right  of  a  man  whose  name  was  returned 
on  the  registry ;  but  certain  questions 
were  allowed  to  be  put  as  to  the  identity 
of  the  man  and  the  qualification.  He 
might  be  asked,  *'  Are  you  the  same  per- 
son whose  name  is  here  ?  Have  you  al- 
ready polled  here  or  elsewhere  at  this 
election  ?  Have  you  now  the  same  qua- 
lification for  which  you  claimed  to  vote  at 
the  registration  V*  and  an  oath  might  be 
pot  to  hmi  as  to  the  truth  of  his  several 
answers  to  these  questions.  Towards  the 
end  of  an  election,  it  became  known  that 
a  certain  number  of  electors  would  not  be 
forthcoming,  and  immediately  steps  were 
taken  to  present  parties  in  the  booth  to 
personate  them.  If  the  person  who  was 
brought  up  to  personate  the  voter  was 
ready  to  answer  the  questions  and  take 
the  oath,  the  returning  officer  bad  no 


power  to  refuse  the  vote ;  the  party  was 
then  taken  to  a  neighbouring  or  other 
public-house,  when  his  clothes  were 
changed,  and  it  was  in  very  many  cases 
totally  impossible  even  to  recognize  him. 
Such,  he  believed,  was  a  tolerably  accu- 
rate account  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
abominable  practice  was  carried  on.  It 
was  particularly  common  in  seaport 
towns,  for  in  them  many  of  the  persons 
whose  names  were  on  the  register  were 
on  distant  voyages,  and  it  was  well  as- 
certained how  many  electors  and  who 
they  were  who  would  not  be  forth- 
coming at  an  election,  and  they  were 
counterfeited  by  others  in  the  unprinci- 
pled manner  he  had  already  pointed  out. 
The  remedy  which  he  intended  to  propose 
was  an  extremely  simple  one,  and  his  be. 
lief  was  that  it  would  be  an  effective  one. 
He  proposed  that,  in  the  event  of  an  indi- 
vidual being  brought  up  at  an  election^ 
and  it  was  known  to  one  or  two  persons 
in  the  booth  that  he  was  not  the  person 
he  pretended  to  be^  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  returning  officer,  or  his  deputy, 
on  their  rising  and  voluntarily  declaring 
their  readiness  to  make  oath  to  that  fact, 
not  to  reject  the  vote,  but,  that  he  should 
put  the  questions  and  administer  the  oath  % 
he  should  then  record  the  vote,  and  place 
against  it  the  words  *'  Protested  agamst.'' 
It  should  then  be  lawful,  he  proposed, 
that  the  returning  officer,  or  bis  deputy, 
upon  the  oath  of  one  or  more  person  or 
persons,  should  hand  the  personater  over 
to  a  parish  constable,  who  should  be  in 
attendance  for  that  purpose^  who  should  be 
required,  within  a  specified  time*  say  twelve 
hours,  to  take  the  party  before  any  two 
justices  of  the  division  of  a  county,  or  of 
a  city  or  borough,  before  whom  the  charge 
should  be  properly  and  thoroughly  inves- 
tigated. If  it  should  appear  to  them  that 
the  charge  was  a  just  one,  that  the  real 
voter  had  been  personated  by  the  party 
before  them,  then  the  magistrates,  acting 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Reform  Bill, 
should  commit  him  to  the  common  gaol, 
and  bind  over  the  witnesses  to  prosecute 
for  the  offence.  His  belief  was,  that  snch 
a  law  would  put  a  stop  to  the  iniquitous 
practice,  but  it  was  necessary  to  go  further, 
it  was  but  right  that  they  should  protect 
the  bondjide  votert  It  might  be  possible 
that  there  might  be  some  person  or  persona 
in  the  booth  who,  in  the  heat  of  a  con- 
tested election,  and  for  unworthy  porposei 
perhaps  from  ill-will,  or  perhaps  in  order  to 
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gain  a  temporary  triamph,  might  make  such 
a  charge  again8t  a  bond  fide  elector.  To 
remedy  that  error  he  provided  that  the 
magistrate,  if  be  saw  there  was  do  foun- 
dation for  the  charge,  should  have  the 
power  to  fine  the  party  making  the  false 
or  unfounded  charge  to  the  amount  of  6/., 
and  if  he  should  not  be  able,  or  refuse  to 
pay  the  fine,  then  he  should  be  punished 
with  imprisonment.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  hit  measure  would  prove  an  efficient 
remedy  for  a  great  evil,  and  that  it  would 
have  a  double  value.  If  it  did  not  stop 
the  practice  altogether,  it  must,  however, 
prove  a  material  chtxk  upon  it;  but  it 
went  further,  and  provided  against  the 
greater  evil  and  gross  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  that  House — it  provided  against  a 
representative  being  sent  there  who  was 
not  elected  in  a  bond  fide  manner.  The 
votes  which  were  obtained  by  personation 
were  distinguished  by  the  mark  of  the 
returning  officer,  and  that  would  prove 
easily  attained  and  bond  fide  evidence  of 
the  fact  before  a  committee.  He  had  only 
one  other  observation  to  offer.  The  re- 
medy he  proposed  attached  to  the  criminal 
the  very  mt  asure  of  hin  gnilt.  The  pro- 
fligacy, the  perjiirv,  the  rHsc»lity  of  any 
man  who  conitented  to  be  made  the  in- 
vtrumeni  in  such  vile  proceedings  was 
open  and  maniffst  enough ;  but  what 
I  lien  was  to  be  s»«id  of  those  men,  men  of 
character  and  educHlion,  who  ought  and 
did  know  belter — what  was  to  be  said  of 
them  who  were  the  first  to  set  the  systeni 
goinK  by  seducing  men  to  commit  such 
gross  and  rorript  perjury  ?  The  remedy 
he  proposed  did  not  reach  them.  The 
ordinary  principles  of  law  prevented  him 
from  attempting  to  touch  them.  However, 
as  the  n  easure  w»s  one  wholly  devoid  of 
all  semblance  of  party  feeling,  he  would 
be  mo»t  happy  to  receive  any  suggestion, 
but  more  especially  from  hon.  and  learned 
Members,  on  the  last  point ;  he  should 
like  to  amend  it  so  that  they  might  reach 
the  great  offenders.  The  hon.  Member 
concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in 
his  bill. 

Mr.  Mackinnon  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Host  wished  to  address  a  few  ob- 
servations to  the  Houve  in  consequence  of 
the  hon.  Member  having  said  that  he  had 
gained  much  of  his  experience  on  the 
subject  from  having  been  one  of  a  com- 
mittee which  set  upon  the  election  for  Bel- 
fast, in  1841,  when  the  return  for  that 
town  was  Mt  aside.     Before  that  com- 


mittee, 1  man  named  Howler  confessed 
his  iniquities  with  a  greater  show  of  contri- 
tion, saying  that  he  had  been  induced  to 
begin  the  system  of  personation  bectnsa 
the  other  party  were  actively  engaged  in 
it.  Now,  be  could  state  positively  that 
there  never  was  a  more  false  statement 
made,  for  there  was  not  the  shadow  of  a 
reason  for  saying  that  there  was  even  a 
single  case  of  personation  among  those 
who  were  his  friends  upon  that  occasion. 
One  fact  connected  with  that  election  be 
would  state  to  the  House.  He  went  into 
one  of  his  committee-rooms,  to  which  a 
man  was  dragged  by  his  (Mr.  Ross's) 
friends,  and  he  had  considerable  difficulty 
in  saving  him  from  being  mal-treated,  be- 
cause he  had  come  forward  and  tendered 
his  services  to  personate  voters  on  his  be- 
half. From  the  two  petitions  which  bad 
been  presented  last  Session  complaining 
of  returns  for  Belfast,  that  town  bad  aoN 
fered  very  considerably  in  the  public  esti- 
mation. It  ought,  however,  to  be  known 
that  it  was  distinctly  proved  that,  although 
personation  had  been  practised,  not  one 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Belfast  was  impli- 
cated in  the  oflTence ;  a  fact,  which,  when 
known,  must  tend  much  to  restore  to 
the  town  its  good  name.  He  should 
give  the  measure  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
his  utmost  consideration,  and  would  be 
most  happy  to  contribute,  in  however 
small  a  degree,  to  bring  so  desirable  a 
law  into  operation.  By  the  present  law 
no  power  but  a  committee  of  that  House 
could  remove  the  name  of  the  foter  per- 
sonated from  the  poll. 

Mr.  Broiherton  offered  his  thanks  to 
the  hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Liddell) 
for  so  excellent  and  necessary  a  measore. 
He  hoped  the  remedy  proposed  would  not 
only  be  salutary  but  effectual. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Distress  m  Paisley.]  Mr.  WaUace 
proposed  to  nominate  the  committee  pro* 
posed  by  him  to  inqaire  into  the  distreu 
of  Paisley. 

Mr.  M.  O'Ferrail  hoped  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  not  press  his  motion  before 
Monday.  A  meeting  had  been  lately  held 
in  Paisley,  at  which  a  resolution  had  been 
come  to,  that  no  person  from  Ireland  who 
had  not  been  resident  in  the  town  upwards 
of  ten  years  should  receive  relief  from  the 
funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  relief  com- 
mittee. He  would  say  no  more  than  that 
the  fact  had  caused  considerable  dissatis- 
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faction  in  Ireland.  He  had  no  doubt  it 
had  arisen  froro  accident,  but  the  fact  was, 
there  was  not  the  name  of  one  Irish  Mem- 
ber in  the  list  proposed.  On  Monday  he 
would  be  prepared  to  nominate  two  Gen- 
tlemen, and  he  thought  in  fairness,  Ire- 
land ought  to  be  represented  in  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Wallace  had  no  objection  to  post- 
pone his  motion  to  Monday. 

Law  Courts  (Ireland).]  Mr.  F, 
French  begged  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
if  it  was  his  intention  to  introduce  during 
the  present  Session,  a  bill  for  the  regula- 
tion of  the  law  courts  of  Ireland,  and,  if 
so,  whether  it  would  be  brought  in  before 
Easter. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
it  was  the  intention  of  her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  pur- 
pose of  improving  the  regulations  of  the 
law  courts  in  Ireland ;  but,  from  the  pre- 
sent state  of  public  business,  he  could  not 
say  when  it  would  be  brought  in. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF    LORDS, 
Monday,  February  13,  1843.^ 

MiifvrBs.]     Bills.     Publlc.^l*-  Crediton  and  Debtors 
(Lord  Brougham's). 
2*-   Attomies  and  Solicitors. 
Prttw/tf.— !'•   Hough's  Divorce. 

PsTiTfoirs  Prxsbntbd.  By  Lord  Brougham,  from  New-. 
too  Colliery,  for  the  Repeal  of  that  part  of  the  Mines 
and  Collieries  Act  which  Forbids  the  Employment  of 
Women  and  Children ;  and  from  persons  at  Paisley,  for 
the  Repeal  of  the  Corn-laws.  —By  a  noble  Lord,  tnm  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  Hereford,  for  the  Repeal  of  so 
much  of  fi  and  7  WiU.  4th,  c  77«  as  to  the  Union  of  the 
Sees  of  St  Asaph  and  Bangor. 

Sanitory  Measures — Sewerage.] 
The  Earl  of  Clarendon  begged  to  ask, 
on  the  part  of  his  noble  Friend  the  Mar- 
quess of  Normanby,  who  was  unavoidably 
absent,  whether  it  were  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  bring  forward  any 
measures  relating  to  the  sanitory  condition 
of  the  people  ? 

The  Carl  of  Ripon  said,  it  was  intended 
to  introduce  into  the  other  House  a  Bill 
for  regulating  buildings  in  London ;  but 
as  regarded  the  general  question  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  other  towns,  and  the 
mode  of  effecting  improvements.  Govern- 
ment contemplated  issuing  a  commission 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  subject 
upon  scientific  principles.  This  was  ren- 
dered necessary,  in  consequence  of  the 


difference  of  opinion  which  prevailed 
amongst  competent  persons  with  respect 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  sewerage  of 
London  was  executed. 

The  Bank  Charter.]  Lord -Mont" 
eagle  rose  to  put  some  questions,  of  whick 
he  had  given  notice,  to  the  noble  Duke. 
In  the  first  place,  he  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther it  were  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  introduce  any  measure  this  Ses- 
sion relative  to  the  Bank  charter  ?  The 
next  question  which  he  had  to  ask  related 
to  the  system  of  banking  generally.  In- 
quiries had  been  going  on  for  several  years 
past,  relative  to  the  general  laws  of  bank- 
ing in  this  country.  It  was  stated  last 
Session,  in  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  he 
thought  properly,  that  the  Government 
had  no  intention  of  proposing  any  further 
inquiry  upon  the  subject,  because  they 
considered  the  question  ripe  for  discussion, 
or  legislation,  if  either  were  required.  He 
wished  to  know,  therefore,  whether  it 
were  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
introduce  any  measure  this  Session  on  the 
subject  of  banking?  There  was  stiil  an- 
other point,  respecting  which  he  wished  to 
be  informed.  By  the  Bank  Charter  Act 
of  1833,  the  usury  laws  were  altogether 
repealed  for  a  certain  period,  with  renpeot 
to  one  class  of  securities,  namely,  bills  uf 
exchange  of  three  months'  date,  or  having 
no  longer  to  run.  That  provision  ot  the  act 
had  been  renewed  by  sevtral  temporary 
acts,  the  la»t  ot  which  would  shortly  ex- 
pire. Now,  as  many  bills  in  commercial 
transactions  were  drawn  tor  as  Ion:;  dates 
as  twelve  months,  the  drawers  and  ac«-ep- 
tors  ofsurh  bills  would  be  naturally  anxious 
to  know  whether  a  Bill  would  be  intro- 
duced to  continue  the  provisions  of  the 
present  act.  He  wished  to  guard  against 
any  inference  being  drawn  that  he  was 
unfavourable  to  the  existing:  arrangement 
respecting  the  Bank  of  England  from 
the  first  of  the  questions  which  he  had 
proposed. 

The  Duke  of  fVellington  said,  that  the 
Bank  Charier  Act  would  not  expire  until 
August,  1844.  It  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  introduce  any  mea- 
sure on  that  subject  during  the  present 
Session.  Neither  did  the  Government 
intend  to  bring  forward  any  proposition 
this  Session  relative  to  banking  business 
generally;  but  the  Government  would 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  continue  the  repeal  of 
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the  usury  lawt  relative  to   bills  of  ex- 
ehaoge. 

Debtors  and  Creditors.]  Lord 
Brougham  laid  upon  the  Tabic  the  Debtors' 
and  Creditors'  Composition  Bill. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  a  similar 
Bill  had  been  brought  in  by  Lord  Cotten- 
ham,  whilst  Government  intended  to  intro- 
duce another.  He  suggested  that  the 
progress  of  two  Bills  upon  the  Table  should 
be  suspended  until  all  these  measures  were 
before  their  Lordships>  when  they  might  all 
be  referred  (such  was  the  intentiou  of  the 
Government)  to  a  Committee. 

Lord  Brougham  had  no  objection  to 
that  course. — Bill  read  a  first  time. 

The  Law  of  Libel/]    Lord  Campbell  : 
I  rise,  in  pursuance  or  the  notice  I  have 
given,  to  move  for   a   Select   Committee 
of  yolir  Lordships  to  consider  the  law  of 
defamation  and  libel.     I  know  how  diffi- 
cult it  is  to  obtain  attention  to  such  a 
subject.     Absorbed  by  disputes  between 
this  country  and  foreign  states,  and  ques- 
tiotks  on  which  the  fate  of  rival  parties  at 
home  may  depend,   Parliament  and  the 
public  are  generally  rather  indifferent  re- 
specting any  defects  in  our  Jurisprudence. 
Yet  upon  the  frame  of  our  laws  the  per- 
manent credit,  glory,  and  happiness  of  the 
country  must  mainly  depend ;  and  a  duty 
is  cast  upon  those  intrusted  with  the  power 
of  legislating,  of  considering  the  state  of 
the  law  from  time  to  time^  and  adapting 
it  to  the  varying  circumstances  of  the  age. 
One  of  the  most  important  branches  of  die 
law  is  that  which  respects  defamation  and 
libel.    There  must  nocessarily  be  legisla- 
tion 00  this  subject.    The  boundary  must 
be  defined  between  permitted  discussion 
and  words  and  writings  injurious  to  indi- 
viduals and  dangerous  to  the  state.     Re- 
medics  must  be  provided  fbr  an  attack  on 
Srivatc  character,  and  punishments  must 
e  enacted  against  incitements  to  crime. 
You  can  as  little  licence  as  you  can  forbid 
all  speaking  or  all  written   publications. 
In  every  country,  thercfure,  the  law  muMt 
attempt  to  distingtUHh  what  is  permittcil 
from  what  is  forbidden,  and   by  civil  and 
criminal  sanctions  guard  the  line  which  it 
lays  down.  1  am  sorry  to  sav  that  on  this  im* 
|iortant  subject  the  law  of  England  in  more 
defective  than  that  of  any  mher  civilised 
country  in  the  world.    Our  law  resfRCting 
property  is  excellent   Our  commercial  code 
IS  admired,  and  universally  imitated.   Our 
criminal  code  generally  has  been  greatly 


improved,  and  rendered  not  only 
humane^  but  more  enlighteiied  and  dis- 
criminating. Our  law  respecting  defiuna- 
tion  and  libel  has  always  been,  and  ooa« 

# 

tinues  vague,  UDcertaiut  incongruoust  io- 
efficient,  neither  authoritatively  permitliog 
free  discusdooy  nor  effectually  proteding 
private  character.  A  little  consideratioo 
will  make  us  cease  to  woodtr  that  this 
peculiar  branch  of  the  law  should  be  so 
defective  among  us.  There  has  been  no 
act  of  Parliament  upon  the  sulnect,  except 
some  absurd  statutes  oassed  in  the  reigns  of 
Edward  Ist  and  Ricnard  2nd,  about  falae 
news,  and  Kandalum  magnaium,  which, 
though  not  formally  rep&eded,  have  long 
been  obsolete.  Mr.  Fox's  Libel  Billt  in 
1793,  for  asserting  the  right  of  juries  to 
find  a  general  verdict  upon  the  whole 
matter,  did  not  vary  the  law  as  to  the 
offence  of  libel.  What  can  we  expect 
from  the  common  law  on  such  a  subject  f 
At  the  time  when  the  oomtnou  law  took 
its  origin,  not  only  was  printing  unknown, 
but  very  few  could  read,  and  still  fewer 
cotiid  write.  Your  Lordships'  ancestors* 
the  bold  barons  who  followed  Coeur  de  Leon 
to  the  Holy  Land*  and  wrung  Magna 
Charta  from  King  John,  were  chiefly 
marksmen,  and  signed  with  a  cross.  But 
all  the  rules  of  the  common  law  arc  sup- 
posed then  to  have  existed ;  and  how  can 
we  expect  to  find  theie  rules  adapted 
to  the  middle  of  the  uioeU«ttth  Century, 
when  there  are  newspapers  published  daily, 
of  whidi  many  tkouwmd  cupiea  am  aoM, 
and  which  are  read  by  many  millions.^ 
The  law  upon  this  su^iect  hns  been  entirely 
nianufiMstured  by  judMal  tHhunab,  and 
chiefly  by  the  Star  Chamber.  I  do  nol  feel 
the  repugnance  which  oome  adect  to  judge- 
made  law.  Upon  many  subjects  the  law 
is  better  fraoied  by  the  dedskNM  of  the 
judges,  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  society, 
as  discovered  in  particular  casea,  subject 
to  be  reviewed  and  altered,  than  it  wouhl 
be  by  prospective  sututeable  enactment. 
But  the  law  of  libel  is  by  no  aMans  a  goud 
specimen  of  judicial  legislation  or  judge- 
made  law.  Very  soon  after  the  introduc- 
tion (»f  printing,  the  Star  Chamber  wa.H 
established  by  Henry  7th.  This  was  a 
mere  instrument  of  the  executive  Goiem- 
ment:  great  jealousy  was  entertained  of 
the  press  by  all  European  kinffs,  and  nar- 
ticularly  by  the  House  of  Tu£ir,  and  into 
the  Star  Chamber  all  alleged  offences  of 

Itlie  press  were  brought  for  puuithmcnt. 
When  the  Star  Chamber  was  ha|>pily 
abolished,  in  the  time  of  Charles  Ist.  iu 
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decisions  were  still  considered  as  exposi* 
tions  of  the  law,  and  the  famous  case  in 
the  Star  Chamher^  "De  Libellis  Famosis," 
reported  by  Lord  Coke,  was  considered 
binding  on  all  the  courts  of  Westminster 
Hall.  Then,  my  Lords,  although  the 
common  law  judges  might  well  be  trusted 
to  lay  down  rules  for  the  enjoyment  of 
property,  I  cannot  think  (with  all  repect 
to  their  memory)  that  they  were  well 
qualified  to  determine,  without  any  assist- 
ance from  the  Legislature,  what  should 
be  the  just  limit:)  of  discussion  and  free 
inquiry,  and  what  remedy  should  be  given, 
by  action  or  indictment,  where  these  limits 
have  been  transgressed.  The  judges  were 
appointed  and  were  removable  by  the 
Crown ;  and  in  former  times,  devoting 
themselves  to  their  black-letter  studies, 
they  mixed  little  with  the  world,  and  were 
apt  to  take  a  very  contracted  view  of  social 
expediency.  Whatever  the  cause  may  be, 
I  think  few  will  deny  that  the  present  state 
of  the  law  respecting  defamation  and  libel 
is  exceedingly  defective,  and  that  it  requires 
to  be  revisol.  I  shall  content  myself  with 
pointing  out  to  your  Lordships  a  few  of 
what  I  consider  its  most  glaring  defects. 
I  begin  with  the  distinction  which  it  makes 
between  spoken  and  written  slander,  a  dis- 
tinction not  made  by  the  law  of  Scotland 
or  the  law  of  France,  and  condemned  by 
some  of  the  most  eminent  judges  in  Eng- 
land. With  us  it  is  not  an  offence  to  speak 
any  words,  however  calumnious,  on  any 
occasion,  however  public,  of  any  individual 
however  honourable  or  exalted ;  but  for  a 
private  letter,  not  meant  to  be  seen  by  any 
one,  except  the  person  to  whom  it  is  ad- 
dressed, if  it  contains  anything  reflecting 
on  the  character  of  another,  the  writer  is 
liable  to  be  indicted,  fined,  and  imprisoned. 
If  it  were  falsely  proclaimed  at  a  county 
meeting  that  the  Member  for  the  county 
then  attending  his  duty  in  Parliament 
had  murdered  his  father,  the  calum- 
niator would  be  exempt  from  any  criminal 
proceedings.  The  excuse  given  is,  that 
a  written  calumny,  or  a  libel,  tends 
to  a  breach  of  thepcace ;  but  if  this  were 
the  true  foundation  on  which  slander 
is  treated  as  a  public  ofilence,  have  not  op« 
probrious  words  the  same  tendency?  There 
18  another  distinction,  equally  without 
principle,  between  spoken  and  written  slan- 
der— as  to  the  civil  remedy.  For  anything 
in  writing  at  all  criminatory— even,  it  is 
said,  hurting  the  feelings  of  another— an 
action  may  Be  maintained  to  recover  dam- 
ages; but  for  words^  however  maliciously  < 


or  publicly  spoken,  no  action  lies,  unless 
they  impute  an  indictable  offence,  or  re- 
flect upon  a  man  in  his  profession,  or  im- 
port that  he  is  afflicted  with  a  contagious 
disease.  Saying  that  a  man  of  high  rank 
is  a  coward  and  a  liar  would  not  be  action- 
able«  although  it  would  be  actionable  to 
say  that  he  has  the  measles  or  the  hoop- 
ing cough.  To  apply  to  a  woman  of  exalted 
station  and  unblemished  virtue  the  most 
opprobrious  epithets  that  can  be  applied  to 
her  sex,  could  not  be  made  the  foundation 
of  any  proceeding,  civil  or  criminal^  unless 
the  words  were  spoken  within  the  walls  of 
the  city  of  London,  where  ladies  of  a  cer- 
tain description  are  liable  to  be  carted. 
Indeed,  a  suit  might  be  brought  pro  salute 
animce,  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts  and 
the  propagator  of  the  scandal  might  be 
condemned  to  do  penance  before  the  con- 
gregation in  a  white  sheet ;  but  by  a  bill 
introduced  by  the  Government  into  the 
other  House  of  Parliament^  even  this  re« 
medy  is  abolished.  Is  it  not  fitting  that 
we  should  consider  seriously  whether 
the  law  mav  not  be  freed  from  such  in- 
congruities  ?  It  is  more  than  thirty  vears 
since  Sir  James  Mansfield,  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Common  Pleas,  a  man  not  apt  to  blame 
the  law  unnecessarily,  and  not  at  all 
given  to  change,  lamented  this  distinction 
between  written  and  spoken  slander,  and 
said  he  gave  effect  to  it  only  because  he 
was  bound  by  the  decisions  of  his  prede- 
cessors. In  this  manner  the  Chief  Justice 
called  for  the  interference  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  wipe  off  a  blot  which  judges  had 
cast  upon  our  code.  But  when  I  come  to 
consider  criminal  proceedings  for  libel,  I 
find  things  still  more  to  be  lamented  and 
condemned.  In  the  first  place,  we  have 
no  definition  to  be  relied  upon,  either  as 
to  what  is  a  personal  or  what  is  a  political 
libel.  I  know  the  extreme  difiiculty  to  be 
encountered  in  attempting  any  such  defi- 
nition. My  noble  and  learned  Friend 
(Lord  Brougham),  who  has  tried  his  skill- 
All  hand  at  it,  has  pronounced  it  impos- 
sible. Yet  I  do  not  utterly  despair,  and  I 
am  sure  your  Lordships  would  well  employ 
a  portion  of  jrour  valuable  time  in  trying 
to  supply  this  deficiency.  The  evil  of 
uncertainty  is  so  great  as  sometimes  to 
create  a  wish  for  a  licenser  of  the  press. 
It  is  often  utterly  impossible  to  say  whe- 
ther a  publication  is  libellous  or  not^  if  you 
have  no  more  precise  criterion  than  whe- 
ther it  be  hurtful  to  the  feelings  of  an 
individual^  or  tends  to  bring  him  into 
odium,  or  contempt,  or  ridicule.  According 
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lo  this,  H.  B.  nbo  haa  so  nodi  amiiMd  tlie 
present  gencratioD.Diay  be  a  terrible  libeller, 
and  my  two  noble  aJod  leaned  Friends, 
the  mraent  IaxA  Cbaocellor  and  the  ex- 
\joiA  Chancellor  may  indict  him  for  his  last 
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icAeclinf  on  Umm  who  are  intivtlcd  «ilh  iW 
admiDtiiralion  of  pttblic  affiin,  ud  (o  btaed 
ID  Ibe  people  a  didike  to  ibeiT  gonraors." 

ir  the  bw  woe  no«r  so  laid  down  tn  a 
jury   by   a  Chief  Justice,   and   cotdd  be 


caricature,    rery  haruleasl;  lepreaenting    bright  h^an  roor  Lor^ipi  in  ywir  m- 
tbem  as  basketing  Whig    Reforai,  and  di-    didd  c*padty  by -ritof  errw.  I  bww  not 


riding  bet«een  than  the  patronage  of  the    exactlr  bow 
Court  of  Chancery.     But  with  regard  to 


erroDcous. 


you  amid  hold  the  charge 
irtberightof&eetj  " 


pditical  libel  the  deficiency  U  nwre  fla-    u^  measures  of  GSmnment' belnnca  to 
grant.     From  the  mildDem  of  judges,  and    j,p  ^bjec    ™J,t  be  not  to  hold   it   by 


the  liberality  of  juries,  this  eril 
administration  of  justice  is  mudi  mid 
gated ;  but  I  must  say  that  no  man  am  I 
tdl  how  fax  in  strict  lair  he  may  go  in 
commenting  upon  public  men  or  measures. 
Great  latitude  is  flowed  under  the  con- 
ceded freedom  of  "  fair  discuseion.' 


(eatiR  than  the   rarying 
opinions   of  judges?      I   cone   now  »  a 
point  of  ray  great  diCculty,  on   which 
I  hare  myself  a  strong  opinion,  hat  oa 
which  others,  entitled  to  the  gieaten  de- 
ference, think  differently.  Upon  a  criminal 
,    ,    .     ,              „        ,      „              .  pnHecution  for  a  libeL  ought  the  defend- 
no  such  .latitnde  was  allowed  till  recent    „(   ^^  ^e  pemilied  to  gire  in  eridenoe 
times  ;  and  the   Legislature  nerer  hanne    .u.  . l    _. ... :_:;»     ti : 


times ;  and  the   Legislature  nerer  haring    ^^^ 

interoKd  to  change  the  law.  I  am  rather  j  ^j^,,  ,„  .^^^.^wer.  hare  , 
doubtfol  -hat  the  la-  really  is.  In  the  I  ^^^^  -^  j^,^  -^  ,^  (^^ 
,e«;I7Wit-^la.ddown^.nthe'  Queen    ,^   i-'^rt.ble   must   be    l«be. 


or  veriiat  co>ncn?     Tbecri- 
hare  given  it  u 


•.  Tutchin,"  bj  that  most  constitutional 
judge.  Lord  Holt,  that  it  is  libellous  lo  j 
publish  anything  reflecting  on  the  existing 
administiation.  That  was  an  information,  | 
ex  officio,   by   the   Attorney-general,   far 


to  hare  been  taken  Ibr  Uw  ao  late 
as  the  year  1702,  in  the  case  of  the  Qneeo 

i;.  Fuller.  There  being  then  an  inferaa- 
tion  for  a  libel,  stating  that  penoni  in 
~       ■     ■  '    ■  ■  rith 


called  the    **™*'*  *""  ca"i«»l  °^  ooirespoi»dencB  wi 
UbM^rvator.  reflecting  ui^n   the  Gorem-    '''!, "'*^*^  mo^M^^y,  J.dks  Sod,   at^ 
nent.  particularly  in  thT management  of   ^^  ««'«^  sums  of  money  from  him.  the 
.1.-  ™™  .„J  r  J^  H„i.  ».irf  ,^,\..  i,.^     I  Attorney-geneTal  called  upon  the  deleod- 


"  If  people  ihould  not  be  called  lo  i 
for  pos»es9in){  the  people  — iili  an  ill  opi 
the  tioremment,  no  goTcmment  can  lubtisL 


if  be 

could,   and   Chief    Justice   Holt    Mrenl 
times   inrited   him  to  produce  wilne 


□I  can  lUMisu  i  .  .■.      .      ■       r  :■.      i-i    i    - 

.„ J  ...„...y  for  .11   goremmeal*  ■  ^   P"^"  ,'»«  ^"'^  »'  ^  UbeU  inUiMl- 

that  the  people  should  h»ve  a  good  opinion  of  ■  '?S   ">•'  «   be  did    so   he   -OuM    bt  eu' 


be  -one  to  any  gorern.  titled  to  an  ac(|gittal.  But  in  1793  (he 
to  procure  animosities  judges  being  consulted  by  ytmr  Lord- 
'lis  bai  been  |  ships,  gave  it  as  their  opinton  that  by 
gonrnnient  |  t|,e  law  of  England  the  truth  cannot  be 
given  in  eridence  on  the  trial  of  an  indict- 
ment OT  informatton  for  libel ;  and  it  has 
been  since  decided,  that  after  a  conriction 
the  truth  cannot  he  discbaed  lo  the  court 
by  affidavit  in  mitigation  of  punishmeuL 
This  being  the  state  of  the  law,  doea  it 
not  deserve  consideration  from  your  Lofd- 
abipt  whether  it  ought  to  continue?  Its 
inconveniences  are  manirolj,  and  it  can 
only  be  submitted  to  from  an  apprehension 
that  still  greater  tnconrenicnces  would 
follow  from  its  alteration,  it  is  reroltiag 
to  the  common  sense  of  mankind,  which 
declares  iti  the    language    of    the  ciril 


And  nolhin) 
nent  than 

as  to  the  mauagemant  of 
looked  upon  su  a  crime,  ai 
can  bu  liife  wiihoul  it  be  punished.  No—  you 
are  to  contider  whether  these  words  1  have 
read  lo  y'>u  do  not  tend  to  beget  an  ill  opinion 
of  the  addiitiimralion  of  the  Government.  To 
tell  ut  that  iItosu  that  are  employed  know  no- 
thing of  the  matter,  and  those  ihai  do  know 
aie  not  employed.  Men  are  not  adopted  lo 
offices,  but  ofBcei  to  men,  out  of  a  p^irlicular 
regard  to  l)>eir  interest  and  not  to  their  fitness 
for  the  places :  tliis  is  itic  purport  <<r  these 
papers.  If  you  arc  saiiilied  that  he  is  guilty 
of  composing  and  publishing  those  papers  at 
Loudon  you  are  to  find  him  guilty." 

I  must  talcc  this  to  have  been  the  law 
in  the  reign  of  (Jueen  Anne,  and  I  know 
not  when  it  was  altered.  In  the  moet 
recent  cdititHi  of  "  //awitiu'  PlaM  ofthr 
CruH-H  "  (a  book  of  great  authority),  1 
find  it  laid  down, 

"  It  i*  a  very  high  aggravatioa  of  a  libel 
(lut  it  tends  to  Bcandalue  the  Uoremmcnt,  by 


"  P.um  qui  noceutem  infamavit  non  esse 
bonum  cquun  ob  earn  rem  condemDari  ;  nam 
peecata  nocenlium  nola  esse  ci  opporiere  it 
cipedire," 


401 


The  Law 


{Feb.  10} 

• 

It  brings  great  scandal  on  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  by  confounding  diflferent 
degrees  of  guilt,  and  by  confounding  with 
the  guilty  those  who  are  morally  innocent. 
It  strips  character  of  the  efiectual  protec- 
tion of  the  law ;  for  a  prosecution  has  lit- 
tle effect  in  vindicating  character,  when 
the  public  know  that  whether  the  charge 
be  true  or  false,  there  must  equally  be  a 
conviction,  and  the  punishment  is  the 
same.  It  prevents  the  severe  punishment 
from  being  inflicted  which  is  deserved  by 
him  who  is  proved  knowingly  and  ma- 
liciously to  have  brought  a  false  charge 
against  another.  Mr.  Starkie,  the  very 
learned  author  of  the  *'  Law  of  Libel,'* 
and  the  head  of  the  criminal  law  commis- 
sion,  states,  as  the  result  of  the  present 
law,  that  as  the  truth  is  excluded,  no  man 
can  be  justly  punished  for  a  libel,  except 
upon  the  footing  that  it  is  true;  that  is  to 
say,  he  cannot  justly  have  a  heavier  sen- 
tence than  might  fairly  be  imposed  upon 
him  for  truly  publishing  the  charge.  The 
present  rule  has  a  strong  tendency  to  keep 
back  from  the  public  important  informa- 
tion, which  the  public  have  an  interest  to 
possess.  Your  Lordships  may  remember 
an  indictment  for  a  libel  preferred  by  a 
foreign  swindler,  who  had  been  convicted 
and  sentenced  to  the  galleys  in  France, 
and  here  sat  up  as  an  instructor  of  youth. 
The  defendant  at  the  trial  offered  in  evi- 
dence a  copy  of  his  conviction,  under  the 
seal  of  the  court ;  but  the  judge  ruled 
that  it  could  not  be  received,  and  the  jury 
were  compelled  to  find  a  verdict  of  guilty. 
To  show  how  the  rule  may  work,  I  will 
mention  a  still  more  recent  case  of  the 
Times  newspaper,  which  ventured  to  ex- 
pose the  machinations  of  the  most  desperate 
and  formidable  gang  of  swindlers  ever 
assembled,  who,  by  forged  letters  of  cre- 
dit, had  laid  a  plan  to  cheat  the  principal 
bankers  all  over  Europe  on  the  same  day. 
A  civil  action  was  brought,  and  by  infinite 
labour  and  unbounded  expense,  evidence 
of  the  conspiracy  was  obtained  from  many 
different  cities  on  the  continent,  and  it  was 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  jury.  The 
commercial  body  of  the  city  of  London 
voted  a  valuable  testimonial  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Times  for  their  spirited 
exertions,  and  the  benefit  they  had  con- 
ferred upon  the  public.  But,  my  Lords, 
if  any  one  of  these  swindlers  had  preferred 
an  indictment  against  the  Times  for  this 
same  libel,  the  truth  would  have  been  no 
defence,  and  could  not  have  been  received 
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in  mitigation  of  punishment,  and  the  same 
individuals,  so  publicly  thanked,  would 
have  been  liable  to  fine  and  imprisonment 
as  calumniators.  Perhaps  the  greatest 
evil  of  the  present  system  is,  that  it  gives 
the  most  wicked  slanderers  a  pretext  for 
saying  that  they  are  ill-used,  and  the 
means  of  exciting  public  sympathy  in  their 
favour.  The  leading  journals,  on  both 
sides  in  politics,  are  very  respectably  con- 
ducted: they  abstain  from  attacks  on 
private  character,  and  do  not  violate  the 
sanctity  of  domestic  life.  But  there  are 
one  or  two  journals  which  exist  by  slander 
— by  pandering  to  the  base  appetite  for 
scandal— and,  as  I  have  been  credibly  in- 
formed, by  extorting  money  under  the 
threat  of  publishing  paragraphs  reflecting 
on  the  honour  of  families.  If  they  are 
prosecuted  for  libels,  they  immediately 
complain  of  the  laVr  of  libel :  they  say 
they  are  victims  to  this  law ;  and  conscious 
of  the  utter  falsehood  of  what  they  have 
published,  they  represent  that,  if  they 
were  permitted,  they  could  prove  the 
whole  to  be  true.  According  to  the  doc- 
trine of  Mr.  Starkie,  they  can  only  be 
punished  as  if  the  whole  were  true ;  the 
distinction  between  truth  and  falsehood 
being  avowedly  disregarded  in  the  sen- 
tence, they  cannot  be  treated  as  wilful  and 
deliberate  slanderers,  and  no  reparation  is 
done  to  the  reputation  of  the  parties 
whom  they  have  so  grievously  wronged. 
When  such  are  the  evils  arising  from  the 
exclusion  of  the  truth,  what  are  the  ob- 
jections to  its  admission?  We  are  told 
that  the  essence  of  the  offence  consists  in 
its  tendency  to  produce  a  breach  of  the 
peace — which  is  as  great  whether  the 
charge  be  true  or  false ;  and  indeed,  if 
the  principle  were  just,  the  legitimate  con- 
sequence is,  "that  the  greater  the  truth, the 
greater  the  libel ;"  for  it  has  been  justly 
observed  that  many  people  despise  what 
is  palpably  false,  and  resent  what  has 
an  appearance  of  probability.  But  I  re« 
gard  this  reason  for  making  libel  a  criminal 
oflence  as  a  contemptible  fiction.  Libel 
is  an  offence  in  the  same  manner  that 
theft  is  an  offence  ;  because  it  deprives  a 
citizen  of  that  which  be  is  entitled  to  en-< 
joy,  and  which  the  good  of  society  requires 
should  be  protected  by  penal  sanctions. 
Is  it  really  criminal  to  caluminate  a  bishop 
or  a  judge,  or  a  friendless  woman,  be- 
cause it  is  feared  they  would  break  the 
peace  by  horse-whipping  the  libeller  ?  Re- 
putation is  to  be  protected  like  property 
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ffHiel. 


in  Iba  potKuion  o(  the  Tigbful  owner.  |  proMcator  ahould  be  pnpartti  to  allow 
But,  geDerally,  than  ia  no  iDJuT7  done  to  j  the  truth  of  ibe  charge  to  be  wbmiUed  lo 
an  iodiridaal  in  ipeakin;  the  Irulh  cod-  the  jury.  Allboogb  I  would  allow  Um 
ceroing  bin.  So  ilroagly  it  ihit  recog-  tralh  in  every  iutance  to  be  (ivMi  ' 
nieed  bj  the  law  of  England,  (hat  truth, !  deuce, 
Of  iha  veritat  coitvicii,  n  alwaji  conaidered  '  every 
an  aniwer  to  an  action   for  damagei.     Ii       '  ' 


an  not  prepared  to  aay  that  in 
tance  it  ahould  amount  to  a  con- 
defence.     Upon  ibia  point  1  Tcslnra 
reality,  an  indictment  for  a  peraunal  libel    to   differ,   with   great   reaped,   fro*   the 


it  a  prirate  reinady  aa  much  a«  an  action. 


who 


prepared  ibe  a 


The  public  proMCUtuc  narar  inttrferet  on  for  our  Indian  poaaeanons,  and  to  apM 
inch  an  occaaioo ;  and  the  only  object  ia  rather  with  the  celebrated  code  prepwvd 
private  redrtat  or  revenge.  With  what  by  Mr.  Livingitone,  Tor  ih«  aiue  oT 
eouiiiteocy  or  propriety,  then,  do  you  I^itiana,  acoording  to  which,  the  Imth 
refuae  a  civil  actiun  to  a  peraon  truly  '  being  admitted,  it  ia  left  to  ibe  jnry  to 
charged    with  a  crime,    and   give  him  a  '  lay  whether  the  publication  waa  m  iht 


criminal  proaecution,  as  if  he  w< 
juiily  Bccuaed  7  But  it  it  aaid,  that 
toatead  of  publiihing  offences  to  the 
world,  the  offendera  ahould  be  canied 
Man  a  magiitrate,  and  brought  to  jua- 
licB  according  to  ibe  forrai  of  law. 
How  would  thia  apply  to  offencet,  of 
which  Ibe  parly  may  have  been  already 
convicted,  or  tooffancei  committed  in  a 
fiMeign  country  7  How  Joei  it  apply  to 
many  ofiancea  agaitiat  honeaty  and  mo* 
raliiy,  for  which  no  legal  puaiihment  hai 
betn  provided?  Suppoae  there  ware  a 
wan  M  hardened  id  profligacy  la  ayaie- 
maticalty  to  aniwer  the  advartiaaneoU  of 
anprotacted  young  women  for  the  liloa- 
tioa  of  govcrnesa,  with  a  view  to  aedace 
tbem,  he  eoold  not  be  criminally  proae- 
culed :  but  ia  it  not  dcairable  that  a  public 
warning  ihould  be  given  apinit  hia  infa- 
moui  achemeaT  The  criminal  law  com- 
miaaioncn,  in  their  last  report,  have 
pointed  out  the  peculiar  hardihip  of  es- 
dadiog  the  truth  upon  the  trial  of  a  cri- 
minal information.  The  informaiioa  i> 
only  granted  upon  the  charge  being  ne- 
gatived by  Ibo  proaecutor,  and  not  being 
ivbalantiated  on  affidavit.  Out,  tay  the 
commiaaionera,  an  editor  may  have  in- 
aerted  the  article  on  the  credible  teiimony 
of  peraona  whom  he  cannot  compel  to 
make  an  affidavil,  and  whom  he  might 
compel  by  aubpsna  lo  give  evidence  at 
Ibe  trial.  However,  witen  the  caae  comet 
to  trial,  ibe  jury  arc  told  the  libel  it  falte, 
or  the  conrt  never  would  have  granted 
the  inrormatioo,  and  the  judge  ia  not  per- 
mitted to  raceivt  evidence  lo  ahow  that  it 
ia  tmc.  I  rauat  agree  with  them,  that 
there  it  a  danger  of  Ihia  creeling  a  preju- 
dice intl  the  defendao),  and  perhapa 
0  be  aalutory  if,  aa  they  tuggctt, 
■xl  rdinary  interCarence  of  the 
1  not  bt  inTOkod  ualaM  tbo 


good  of  the  community, 
you  cannot  look  merely  lo  the  prinle 
moiivet  of  the  defiutdaot.  Altbovgh 
they  ahould  be  maliciout  aod  raTeoge- 
ful,  if  a  bene6t  hat  been  conforred  vpoa 
lociety,  he  ought  not  to  be  pUDitbed  aa  a 
criminal.  But  many  caaea  may  be  im^^inad 
wbere  aociety  bat  no  interoat  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  private  hlatory  of  an  indivi- 
dual, and  when  the  malicioua  diKkaon  of 
what  i>  true  is  wrongfiil,  and  ought  to  he 
punished.  There  may  bare  boen  bulla 
committed  in  early  youth  ataoed  £or  by 

Senltance  and  a  long  courae  of  good  ood- 
lict,  which  may  have  conducted  tbe  indi-  . 
vidual  to  a  statioD  ia  which  gnvity  and 
aanctity  of  character  are  required.  Ia  U 
to  be  underatood  that  tbeae  bulla  wb)«ji 
were,  perhaps,  never  known,  or  are  for- 
gotten, may  be  now  blaaooed  to  tbe  worM 
with  irapunitv?  Moat  <^  ynor  Lotddiipa 
have  heard  tbe  story  of  Um  gtri  lednced 
when  rerr  young— reformed  and  le^ecta- 
bly  establiibed  n  life — being  tbnatened 
by  her  aeduccr  that  be  would  pabUdi  her 
shame  to  the  world  uolem  ehe  would  re- 
new her  illidt  intercourse  with  blta.  A 
man  may  faavo  personal  faillnge,  or  way  be 
unfortunate  in  hia  domestic  rdaiioiH,  ao 
that  ■  malidous  diacloaure  at  socb  drcnn- 
stancee  may  gire  bim  great  ftia  wfttraot 
any  benefit  to  the  public.  Anotber  defcct 
-  in  tbe  present  hbel  law,  abowinir  tbrt  it 
10  give  evidence  at  ,^ui^  revision,  is  tbe  difficulty  of  aacer- 
wlten  the  caae  come,  i  ^,i^■^^g  ^h„  ;,  |i,ye  aa  pobl»her.  It 
has  bMn  ruled  in  fomer  times,  thai  a  per- 
llom 


n  who  lauffhs  when  be  bean  a 
epigram  read,  it  liatde  at  tbe  pwblHher, 
In  my  own  time  it  has  been  bid  down, 
that  all  the  roistered  owocTt  of  a  i 


paper  are  abaolutely  and  coacluatvely  liable 
to  a  criminal  prasecntiun  for  any  IiImI  io- 
acTtcd  in  tbe  newspaper  j  and  that  proof 
waa  not  admiiaible  that  it  had  been  i^ 
acrtcd  witbout  tbeir  genend  or  audal  ■•• 
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risprudeoce  aud  the  restrictioDS  by  which 
the  commuDication  of  ideas  by  speaking, 
or  by  the  press,  oueht  to  be  guarded. 
Whea  the  committee  ^ali  have  coacluded 
their  labours,  I  pledge  myself  to  presuot  « 
bill  upon  the  subject,  aided  by  their  ia- 
quiiiea  and  deliberations.  No  one  can 
feel  more  deeply  than  I  do  the  import- 
ance of  protecting  Irom  calumny  the  re< 
putation  uf  individuala,  and  of  correcting 
the  abuses  of  the  press  which  may  be  dan^ 
geroua  to  the  public  trani^uillity,  and  inju- 
rious to  morale  and  religion;  but  1  am 
conviDced  that  these  great  ends  will  be 
more  effectually  attained  by  rendering  the 
law  more  certain,  more  discrimiaatiog, 
just,  and  more  in  harmony  with  tne 
opinions  and  feelings  of  the  people. 

Lord  Brougham,  in  seconding  the  mo- 
tion said  that  everything  he  had  heard  on 
this  subject  since,  only  confirmed  the 
opinions  respecting  what  he  broachsd  in 
the  year  1816,  when  he  called  atlentioa 
to  the  subject  in  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament. Had  his  noble  and  learned 
Fiiend  thought  proper  to  proceed  by  bill, 


thority,  ind  under  circumstances  where  it 
was  impossible  that  they  could  have  au- 
thorised it.  I  do  not  believe  that  this  is 
the  law ;  and  I  never  heard  it  so  laid  down 
by  my  noble  and  learned  Friend  the  pre- 
sent Chief  Justice  of  the  Queen's  Bench  ; 
but  I  think  the  rule  ought  to  be  promul. 
gated  by  the  Legislature,  whether  pro> 
prietorship  is  prima  facie  or  conclusive 
evidence  of  publication.  There  is  only 
one  other  defect  of  the  law  of  libel  whicn 
I  would  beg  leave  to  point  out  to  your 
Lordships — the  entire  absence  of  any  at- 
tempt by  law  to  apportion  the  punishment 
according  to  the  degree  of  guilt.  At 
commonlaw,  libel  was  considered  univer. 
sally  an  infamous  offence,  and  was  pu- 
nished, at  the  direction  of  the  court,  with 
fine,  imprisonment  without  any  limit,  pil- 
lory, whipping,  and  loss  of  ears,  Tlie  pu- 
nidiment  of  the  pillory  has  been  abolished 
by  statute — whipping  and  loss  of  ears  may 
be  considered  as  obsolete ;  but  upon  every 
conviction  for  libel  the  defendant  is  liable 
to  fine  and  imprisonment,  to  the  length  of 
which  the  law  nas  imposed  no  limit,  with- 
out any  distinction  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
charge  imputed,  or  the  station  or  character 
of  the  person  against  whom  the  charge  ii 
made;  or  whether  it  be  true  or  false  ;  oi 
whether  the  defendant  actually  composed 
the  libel ;  or  whether,  though  subject  to  a 
legal  complicity,  he  was,  in  point  of  fact, 
entirely  ignorant  of  its  contents.  It  is 
surety  worth  considering  whether  there 
might  not  be  some  gradation  in  the  offence, 
as  It  occurs  with  or  without  particular  ag- 
mvatioBs,  Bccompanied  by  a  corrospond- 
ing  gradation  of  punishment.  For  these 
rcMons,  my  Lonls,  J  venture  to  propose 
t«  your  Lordships  that  a  select  committee 
■KouM  be  appointed  to  consider  the  whole 
of  this  subject.  My  noble  and  learned 
Friend  on  the  Woolsack  has  very  cour- 
teously asked  me  why  I  do  not  at  once  in- 
troduce a  bill  i  My  answer  is,  that  1  hare 
by  no  means,  at  prmeni,  sufficient  conG. 
denee  in  my  own  views  to  propose  them 
fu  the  adoption  of  the  Legislature,  until 
they  are  considered  and  canvassed  by  others 
more  competent  to  come  to  a  right  oonci  ~ 
sioo,  and  until  addilional  inform^oo 
obtairted.  If  it  be  your  Lordships'  plea- 
sure that  the  committee  I  move  for  should 
be  appointed,  I  hope  we  may  be  able  to 
exanine  before  it  lawyers,  not  only  belong- 
ing to  this  country,  but  to  other  countrieB 
in  Europe,  and  not  only  lawyers,  hut  gen- 
tlemen from  other  classes  of  society  ^ui 
hivc  ftttwoded  to  the  genetal  subject  of  ju- 


should  have  taken  the  liberty  of  moviog 
bill  also  should  be  referred  to  the 


committee,  as  had  been  done  with  great 
advantage  in  the  case  of  the  law  of  debtor 
and  creditor.  He  certainly  did  not  think 
that  there  was  any  means  of  defining  libel, 
or  instructing  the  judges  as  to  what  they 
should  consider  the  bounds  of  fair  die- 
cusstion.  He  was  persuaded  tliat  no 
definition  could  be  adopted  which  would 
not  have  the  effect  of  limiting  discussion. 
However,  the  whole  question  would  be 
canvassed  in  the  committee,  where  they 
might  have  the  evidence  of  lawyers, 
writers,  and  other  men  interested  in  Uie 
question.  I  do  hope  (continued  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord)  that  this  amendmentof 
the  law  of  libel  will  have  the  eSect  of 
putting  an  end  at  length  to  the  impunity 
of  those  who  are  by  far  the  most  perni- 
cious and  scandalous  of  all  libellers— 
those  who  abuse  the  liberty  of  th«  press— 
who  abuse  and  pervert  it  to  their  own 
sordid  and  malignant  purposes,  but,  above 
all  sordid  purpose — those  who  use  the 
freedom  of  the  press  as  pirates  do  the 
freedom  of  navigating  the  great  highway 
of  nations,  who  inflict  cruelties,  not  to  be 
described,  in  order  to  drive  a  private  and 
sordid  traffic  which  I  cannot  find  words 
sufficiently  glowing  and  pointed  to  express 
my  abhorrence  and  disgust  at  the  contem- 
pUlioa  of— infuniHu  tad  detettaUc  per- 
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SODS,  whose  avocations  my  noble  Friend 
described  in  not  loo  strong,  but  well- 
merited  terms,  who  pursue  a  hateful  trade 
in  the  terrors  of  mankind,  aj,  and  of 
womankind.  In  the  terrors  of  mankind, 
I  repeat,  who  do  not  dread  exposure  on 
their  own  account — for  they  are  fearless 
as  to  any  attempt  on  their  character— but 
who  suffer  ricariously,  in  the  outraged 
feelings  and  fears  of  those  connected  with 
them,  through  which  assaults  on  their  own 
reputation  become  assaults  on  their  peace 
— men  who  perpetrate  their  flagrant  mis- 
deeds under  the  eye  of  Parliament,  and 
receive  sums  of  money,  nay,  amass  for- 
tunes, by  levying  their  contributions  on 
those  who  thus  hope  to  stop  their  vile 
and  slanderous  publications.  My  Lords, 
I  could  not  hear  this  subject  alluded  to 
without  expressing  a  hope  that  the  result 
of  the  inquiry  will,  at  all  events,  be  a 
remedy  for  the  grievous  evil  which  I  have 
just  alluded  to. 

The  Lard  Chancellor  :  Tt  was  quite  true 
that,  after  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
bad  given  his  notice,  he  had  stated  to  him 
that  he  should  not  object  to  the  motion. 
For  this  reason,  and  because  they  should 
have  an  opportunity,  when  all  the  mate- 
rials were  before  them,  of  treating  the 
matter  with  greater  advantage,  he  did  not 
think  it  desirable  to  enter  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  various  topics — some  of 
them  of  great  difficulty,  and  others  of 
extreme  nicety — to  which  their  attention 
had  been  called.  He  certainly  did  think, 
and  he  had  so  suggested  to  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend,  that,  considering  his  great 
experience,  and  that  he  was  fully  master 
of  the  whole  subject — and  considering 
also  that  there  were  many  other  noble  and 
learned  Lords  who  had  directed  their  at- 
tention to  the  subject — the  better  course 
would  be  to  direct  specifically  their  Lord- 
ships* attention  to  those  reforms  and 
amendments  which  ought,  in  his  opinion, 
to  be  introduced  in  this  branch  of  our 
laws.  We  should  then  have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  discussing  each  point  one 
after  another,  and  when  affirmed  they 
could  be  referred  to  the  commitiee.  In 
that  case  certain  points  only  would  be 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  had  received  their  Lordships' 
previous  consideration.  His  only  regret 
was  that  he  feared  his  other  avocations 
would  prevent  his  attending  the  com- 
mittee. 

Lord  Denman  regretted  that  his  noble 


Friend  had  not  stated  the  alteratkma 
which  he  intended  to  propose  in  the  ex- 
isting law  in  the  form  of  a  bill,  in  order 
that  their  Lordships  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  of  them  beforehand.  He 
should  certainly  have  preferred  hearing 
something  definitely  suggested  upon  the 
subject ;  and  when  bis  noble  Friend  stated 
that  in  the  codes  of  other  countries  the  Imw 
relating  to  libel  would  be  found  to  be  less 
defective  than  our  own  system,  he  should 
like  to  have  heard  what  those  enactments 
were  by  means  of  which  it  was  supposed 
that  we  could  improve  our  own.  That  the 
system  at  present  in  use  in  this  country 
might  be  improved  in  some  points  he  had 
no  doubt.  For  instance,  there  was  a  doobt 
relative  to  the  length  of  punishment  which 
in  some  cases  it  was  competent  to  inflict, 
and  he  should  like  to  see  a  certain  limit 
imposed  as  the  maximum  to  which  soch 
punishment  should  extend.  There  was 
now,  he  knew,  no  fear  of  personal  mutila- 
tion being  resorted  to  in  any  case,  but  he 
would  have  a  declaration  in  a  definite 
clause  prohibiting  it  in  any  measure  which 
might  be  proposed  relative  to  the  law  of 
libel.  With  respect  to  the  suggestioa 
thrown  out  relative  to  trath  being  ad- 
milted  as  a  justification  for  libel,  it  ap. 
peared  to  him  that  there  would  exist  some 
difficulty  in  applying  the  test  proposed. 
He  did  not  say  that  there  were  not  many 
cases  in  which  the  occasion  for  uttering 
defamatory  matter  might  be  a  justification 
for  uttering  it ;  but  the  utterance  of  the 
mere  naked  truth  had  been  shown  by  hw 
learned  and  noble  Friend  to  be  capable  of 
causing  much  misery,  and  producing  many 
evil  consequences,  without  lending  lo  the 
possible  gratification  of  aught  other  than 
the  malice  of  parties,  who  might  have 
raked  up  faults  long  ago  repented  of  and 
atoned  for.  The  subject  of  the  law  of 
libel  was  one  which  had  occupied  the 
attention  of  all  connected  with  its  admi- 
nistration ;  and  he  would  only  refer  to  the 
Libel  Act,  introduced  by  Mr.  Fox  in  the 
year  1792,  to  remind  their  Lordships  of 
the  great  service  which  that  enactment  had 
rendered  lo  the  cause  of  liberty  and  truth. 
With  reference  lo  the  harshness  with  which 
the  law  of  libel  had  occasionally  been 
administered,  he  would  cite  the  case  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  the  bookseller,  in  St.  Paors 
Church-yard,  who  was  convicted  of  a  libel 
because  a  political  pamphlet  of  Gilbert 
Wakefield  had  been  exposed  for  sale  in 
his  shop.    Johnson  bad  been  WakefieM'a 
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publisher  of  scientiBc  and  learned  works,  | 
but  he  had  expressly  refused  to  publish 
this  pamphlet — nay,  he  had  actually  de- 
clined to  allow  the  book  to  be  sold  on  his 
premises,  and  it  was  by  a  mere  accident 
that  it  was  so  sold.  Nevertheless,  Mr. 
Johnson  went  to  prison  for  eight  months 
because  he,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  was  the 
publisher  of  the  libel.  No  such  event  he 
was  sure  could  take  place  now.  Common 
law  had  worked  its  way  through  the  feel- 
ings of  mankind,  and,  filtered  through 
sentiments  of  justice  and  rectitude,  it 
would  never  be  again  laid  down  in  the 
oppressive  way  in  which  it  had  once  been 
administered.  But  whatever  made  that 
certainty  still  greater  would  be  most 
agreeable  to  him,  and  he  would,  therefore, 
willingly  support  the  proposal  of  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend. 

Lord  Coitenham  suggested,  that  it 
would  be  advisable  if  certain  evidence 
taken  on  this  subject  before  a  committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1834,  should 
be  laid  before  the  committee  of  their  Lord- 
ships, now  moved  for. 

Lord  Campbell  replied,  that  although 
that  evidence  had  not  been  officially  com- 
municated to  their  Lordships*  House,  yet 
that  he  himself  had  the  means  of  laying 
it  before  the  committee. 

Motion  agreed  to« 

Attorkies  and  Solicitors'  Bill.] 
Lord  Langdale  said,  I  have  the  honour  to 
move  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  for 
Consolidating  and  Amending  several  of 
the  Laws  relating  to  Attornies  and  Soli- 
citors. Your  Lordships  are  aware  that  the 
Legislature  has,  from  a  very  early  period, 
thought  it  right  to  secure  to  all  persons 
the  right  of  employing  attornies  and  soli, 
citors  to  appear  and  act  for  them  in  the 
courts  of  justice,  and  to  transact  all  legal 
business  on  their  behalf;  and  also  to  adopt 
such  regulations  as  were  thought  calcu- 
lated to  provide  the  public  with  attornies 
and  solicitors  duly  qualified  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  they  undertook. 
The  business  in  which  attornies  and  soli- 
citors are  employed  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance ;  it  relates  to  transactions  affect- 
ing the  characters,  the  properties,  and  the 
lives  of  their  clients.  The  agents  and  con- 
fidential advisers  in  such  transactions  have 
necessarily  become  a  very  influential  body 
of  men.  Speaking  in  general  terms,  they 
may  be  truly  said  to  be  distinguished  for 
tbeir  acquirement!  and  integrity,  but  they 


are  placed  in  circumstances  and  engaged 
in  business  often  so  little  understood  by 
those  for  whom  they  act,  that  it  has  been 
thought  expedient  and  necessary  to  sub- 
ject them  to  special  regulations. 

The  laws  which  had  previously  been 
made  for  the  admission  and  regulation  of 
attornies  and  solicitors  were  superseded  by 
the  Statute  2  Geo.  2nd,  c.  23.  That  act 
was  experimental,  and  was  to  be  continued 
for  nine  years  only.  It  was  explained, 
amended,  re-amended,  and  prolonged  by 
several  subsequent  acts,  and  ultimately 
made  perpetual  by  the  30  Geo.  2nd,  c.  19. 
The  regulations  were  intended  to  secure 
the  due  qualification  of  the  persons  ad- 
mitted to  practice  and  to  afford  protection 
to  clients  against  improper  charges.  To 
secure  the  qualification  it  was  provided 
that  the  candidates  should,  before  admis- 
sion to  practice,  be  examined  as  to  their 
fitness  and  capacity,  and  should  have  bad 
the  means  of  instruction  by  employment 
and  study  in  the  service  of  qualified  per- 
sons under  articles  of  clerkship.  And  for 
the  protection  of  the  client  against  im- 
proper charges,  attornies  and  solicitors 
were  prevented  from  bringing  actions  for 
the  recovery  of  their  bills  for  business  done 
in  the  courts,  until  they  had  first  delivered 
the  bills  to  their  clients,  who  bad  an  op« 
portunity  afforded  them  of  procuring  the 
bills  to  be  taxed  and  moderated  by  the 
officers  of  the  courts. 

Subsequent  to  the  time  when  the  act  of 
the  2  George  2od,  was  made  perpetual^ 
it  was  thought  fit  to  impose  stamp  duties 
on  attornies  and  solicitors ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  collecting  the  duties,  it  was  by 
the  25  George  3rd,  c.  80  enacted,  that 
every  attorney  and  solicitor  admitted  to 
practice  should  annually  take  out  a  certi- 
ficate of  such  his  admission,  and  of  his 
enrolment  or  register  ;  and  that  every 
such  certificate  should  be  charged  with  a 
stamp  duty.  And  various  regulations 
were  made  for  imposing  on  attornies  and 
solicitors,  the  obligation  of  taking  out  the 
certificate.  And  at  a  subsequent  period, 
by  the  Act  34  George  3rd,  c.  14,  a 
stamp  duty  was  imposed  on  articles  of 
clerkship  and  on  admittances.  It  is  not 
proposed  by  this  bill  to  interfere  with  the 
stamp  duties ;  but  I  have  thought  it  right 
to  state  them  for  the  purpose  of  thewiog 
the  origin  of  the  certificate  which  was 
merely  fiscal. 

After  a  considerable  interval  some  fur- 
ther amendments  were  made  in  the  laws 
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wiitinf  Co  atloni ifli  aad  foUeitort ;  aad 
tfOMii^rnirnf  was  gifeo  for  tlwir  mon 
libtral  edvcalioo  ia  iim  Uaivcffiities  of 
Oxfofd,  Canbrk^e,  Dablk,  Dofbua,  aod 
Loodoo. 

Tbe  oooiiqoeooe  of  there  beia^  wo 
BMoy  Actf  of  PerliaaMBat  rehliof  to  the 
fluae  fobfectf  baa  beea  a  eoaaidertble 
perpfeiity  aad  obaearity  ia  ihe  law.  Re- 
galaijoae  which  aeeai  capabk  of  beiag 
aukle  clear,  have  become  the  subject  of 
litigatioo  aad  conflictior  deckions;  aad 
to  those  who  have  oootidered  the  ftabject, 
it  baa  loog;  beea  tboo^t  desrable  to 
cooiolidaU  the  hiw,  aiakiog.  at  the  aaaie 
tiaie,  aoch  aaMadaieaU  aa  eiperieace  has 
fOfSested. 

The  aobjacU  eomprised  io  the  preseat 
billare  priacipelly  these.  First,  the  service 
of  the  clerks,  Secoodly ,  Tbe  exaroioatioo 
aad  adoiiasioo  of  attoraies  aad  solicitors. 
Thirdly,  the  certi6cates  of  their  beiog  duly 
earolled ;  aad.  Fourthly,  the  taiatioa  aod 
payaieatof  their  bills  of  costs;  and  there  are 
soeae  matters  of  sasaller  importance  which 
I  shall  have  to  notice  as  I  proceed.  The 
service  of  clerks  is  to  be  secured  by  aiti* 
cles  of  clerkship ;  and,  according  to  the 
geaeral  mlea,  it  is  to  continue  for  6ve 
years,  hot  one  of  tbe  five  years  may  be 
asrved  with  a  Umdon  agent,  aod  another 
with  a  special  pleader  or  barrister,  and  the 
aervice  of  five  years  aiay  be  reduced  to  a 
aervice  of  three  years,  if  the  clerk  be  a 
padoate  of  toy  of  tbe  English  oaiver- 
sities,  or  of  the  Uoiversity  of  Dublin.  It 
b  further  provided,  that  the  master  with 
whom  the  service  is  to  uke  place  is  to  be 
ia  actual  practice  for  himself,  and  is  to 
have  beea  so  for  five  years.  But  care  is 
so  ukeo  that  tbe  clerk  is  not  to  be 
pcfjudiced  by  want  of  due  gratification  of 
tbe  master;  aod  any  complaint  of  de- 
factive  service  is  to  be  made  within 
twelve  SBOoths  after  the  admission.  Ia 
this  part  of  tbe  bill  tbe  only  new  provision 
is  that  which  requires  that  tbe  attomev  or 
solicitor  who  takes  an  articled  clerk  shall 
have  himself  been  io  practice  for  fire  years. 
It  has  been  represented  to  me  that  some 
clerks  have  suffered  from  wantofexpe. 
rience  in  their  masters,  and  I  have  there- 
(bre  been  induced  to  make  this  proposal 
which  I  submit,  to  the  consideration  of 
your  lordships,  having  myself  some  doubt 
of  its  expediency. 

As  to  the  examination  and  admission 
of  attomies  aad  solicitors,  the  bill  ^pro- 
for  the  coatinuaoce  of  a  real  and 


dales  10  be  adasiltfd  TW  Act  of  Gaau 
2d.  piuvided,  that  the  jadgea  aad  the 
ter  of  the  roUa,  or  tww  saaaccn 
sboald  iaqaire  by  sach  ways 
they  thoaight  proper  toQchiag  the  1 
capacity  of  the  caadidales  to  be 
I  am  aol  awaie  whether  asy 
examioatioa  waa  iascitaied  apoa 
the  paasiag  of  the  act,  bat  if  it 
so,  it  had  ceased  to  be  effideat,  aad 
before  the  year  1836,  it  had  dwiadlad  Ma 
aaierefona.  lasteadof  aay  czaauaaliaa 
at  all  takiag  place,  aitotaies  aad  aa- 
licttors  were  adaiitled  oa  the  pioaf  of 
service,  and  oo  the  certificate  of  haniaSan 
that  they  were  %i.  Bat  ia  the  year  1836 
the  Courts  of  ComoMNi  Law,  Cakiag  ad- 
rantage  of  the  esubiishascat,  aad  avaiiiag 
tbemselres  of  tbe  assistaaoe  of  the  laoeti- 
porated  Law  Society,  iastiCaled  a  vary 
efficient  examination  for  aacettaiaiag  the 
attainments  of  attoraiea.  This  •»*«f'T 
was  soon  followed  by  the  Coart  of  Chaa* 
eery,  and,  for  about  aevea  3^ean  paat,  theia 
has  been  in  every  tena  a  atrict  aad  asasi 
useful  examinatioa  of  the  caadidalaa  for 
admission  aa  attoraies  aad  aoiicitofa. 
This  examinatioa  baa  beea  prodaciif  of 
very  useful  results.  I  have  bsea  infnnaad 
on  authority,  upon  which  I  caa  laly,  thai 
a  marked  improreoieot  haa  takea  placa  ia 
the  conduct  and  character  of  stadbats  for 
that  breach  of  the  legal  pinffasioa,  aad 
that  the  caadklates  from  tiaM  to  liaro 
preseot  theiaselves  for  adasissioa  with 
proofs  of  iacreaaed  acqairtm aalSt  Md 
better  founded  daiois  to  raapect  aad 
fideoce.  IThis  bill  provides  for  tbe 
tinuance  of  this  system  of  exaaiiaatioa, 
reserving  to  the  Judges  and  the  Maater  of 
the  Rolls  the  power  of  appotntiagsepmle 
examiners  for  attoraiea  aad  aolieilofa 
respectively,  and  also  empoweriog  tbeai, 
if  they  should  so  thiak  fit,  to  appuiat 
jointly  one  set  of  examiaers  for  both 
attomies  and  solicitors.  The  examinatioa 
is  so  conducted  aa  to  test  the  kaowiedga 
of  tbe  students  in  the  practice  ia  the 
Courts  both  of  Law  and  of  Equity.  Who- 
ever passes  tbe  examination  is  deemed  to 
be  qualified  by  bis  attainments  to  be  both 
attorney  and  solicitor.  One  who  ia  ad* 
mitted  as  an  attorney  ia  considered  to  be 
entitled  to  be  admitted  a  solicitor ;  aod  oae 
who  is  admitted  a  solicitor  is  cooridersd  to 
be  entitled  to  be  admitted  aa  attorney. 
The  cooaequeoce  is,  that  nearly  every  at. 
torney  is  a  solicitor,  aad  aearly  every 
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solicitor  is  an  attorney  ;  and  the  two 
characters  being  thus  consolidated,  1 
bad  at  one  time  hoped  that  one  roll  of 
attorniet  and  solicitors  might  be  estab* 
lished.  But  objections  to  that  course 
having  arisen,  this  bill  preserves  the  se- 
parate rolls  of  attomies  and  solicitors 
nearly  as  they  are  now,  and  provides  for 
the  convenience  and  advantage  of  one 
general  roll  in  a  manner  which  I  shall 
afterwards  mention. 

With  respect  to  the  certificate,  it  is  to 
be  observed,  that  the  enrolment  is  the 
evidence  that  the  attorney  or  solicitor  has 
been  found  to  possess  the  requisite  qualifi* 
cations  to  entitle  him  to  practice.  But  the 
courts  have  great  authority  over  him,  and 
there  are  various  acts  of  misconduct  for 
which  he  may  be  struck  off  the  roll.  It  is 
therefore  important  to  ascertain  from  time 
to  time  that  he  remains  on  the  roll,  and 
this  may  be  evidenced  by  the  issue  of  an 
annual  certificate  to  that  effect.  The 
certificate,  however,  was  first  required, 
and  is  now  only  required  for  the  purposes 
of  revenue,  and  to  enforce  payment  of  the 
stamp  duty  imposed  upon  it.  In  form  it 
was  at  first  a  certificate  of  admission  and 
enrolment  duly  stamped,  and  io  that  form 
might  have  afforded  some  evidence  of  the 
name  of  the  attorney  or  solicitor  being  on 
the  roll ;  but  by  subsequent  regulations  it 
has  become  a  mere  certificate  that  the 
stamp  duty  has  been  paid,  and  affords  no 
evidence  whatever  of  admission  or  enrol- 
ment. It  is  true  that  in  by  far  the  greater 
number  of  cases  the  name  of  the  attorney 
or  iolicitor  who  pays  the  duty  is  enrolled  i 
but  there  is  annually  published  in  a  book 
called  the  ''  Law  List,"  a  list  of  the  at* 
tomiet  and  solicitors  who  have  paid  the 
duty;  and  there  is  no  list  published  or 
made  of  the  attomies  and  solicitors  who 
are  actually  enrolled — and  under  these 
circumstances  it  sometimes  occurs  that 
persons  pay  the  duty^ — obtain  the  certi* 
ficate,  by  that  means  procure  their  names 
to  be  inserted  in  the  **  Law  List/'  and 
thereby  appear  to  be  attornies  and  soli- 
citors, although,  in  fact,  they  are  not 
qualified  as  such,  and  are  not  enrolled. 
To  practise  as  an  attorney  or  solicitor 
without  being  on  the  roll,  is  an  offence 
which  subjects  the  offenders  to  great  risks 
-*-  but  the  risk  is  occasionally  hazarded ; 
and  it  is  proposed  by  this  bill  to  remedy 
the  inconveniences  which  have  arisen  by 
those  means,  and  to  afford  to  the  public 
bcUer  protect  k>n  against  the  practice  of 


unqualified  persons  by  impressing  the 
stamp  upon  a  certificate  which  shall  at  all 
times  afford  evidence  of  the  admissioD  and 
enrolment  of  the  attorney  or  solicitor  who 
receives  and  holds  it.  The  moda  of  ob- 
taining this  important  object  is  to  appoint 
a  registrar  of  certificates,  whose  duty  it 
may  be  to  form  one  general  roll  of  the 
attornies  and  solicitors  from  the  rolls  of 
the  several  different  courts  of  law  aud 
equity,  and  who  may  under  proper  regula*- 
tions  issue  certificates,  showing  the  attor* 
nies  and  solicitors  to  be  on  the  roll,  making 
at  the  same  time  proper  provision  for  the 
certificates  being  duly  stamped.  The  in* 
corporated  Law  Society  being  in  a  situation 
which  eminently  qualifies  them  for  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  this  office^ 
and  having  the  strongest  interests  to  see 
the  duties  of  it  fairly  performed,  it  is  pro- 
posed that  they  should  be  appointed  the 
first  registrars — giving  power,  however,  to 
the  judges,  to  appoint  any  other  if  they 
should  think  proper.  This  simple  regu- 
lation will  make  it  unnecessary  to  continue 
some  inconvenient  and  severe  enactments 
which  have  led  to  much  litigation  and 
many  conflicting  decisions.  But  it  is  still 
proposed  that  attornies  and  solicitors  shall 
not  be  able  to  recover  any  costs  for  busi- 
ness done  at  times  to  which  their  oertifi- 
cates  do  not  extend. 

The  next  subject  to  which  I  have  to 
ask  atteution,  is  the  delivery  of  bill9  and 
the  taxation  of  costs ;  and  io  this  reapeot 
the  present  bill  propose!  what  seems  to 
me  a  coDsiderable  inprovemeutt  The  law 
as  it  now  stands,  prevents  an  attorney  or 
solicitor  from  bringing  an  action  to  recover 
the  amount  of  his  bill  for  business  done 
until  the  lapse  of  a  month  after  the  bill 
has  been  delivered  to  the  client,  who  may 
therefore  have  the  bill  taxed.  But  the 
business  referred  to,  must  have  bean  trans- 
acted in  some  court-^so  that  as  to  busi- 
ness, of  which  no  part  has  been  traniacted 
in  any  court  (and  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
such  business)  the  client  has  not  this  pro- 
tection. The  Court  of  Chancery  haf,indeedt 
exercised  a  jurisdiction  which  belonged  to 
it  before  the  statute  of  Geo.  2,  to  order 
the  taxation  of  costs  in  cases  where  the 
solicitor  claims  a  lien  on  documents  in  bis 
possession,  and  has  also  exercised  a  ju- 
risdiction to  order  the  taxation  of  the 
bills  of  costs  and  costs  of  agents.  But 
the  Courts  of  Law  have  not  exercised  a 
like  jurisdiction ;  and  there  are  very  noany 
cases  in  which,  according  to  the  exiatiog 
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Uw  there  can  be  no  taxation.  This  bill 
proposes  to  make  roaoy  bills  of  costs  not 
formerly  subject  to  taxation,  taxable,  pro- 
viding only  that  those  bills  which  do  not 
relate  to  business  transacted  in  any  court 
shall  be  referred  for  taxation  to  the 
Taxing  Master  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery. This  bill  also  provides  that  the 
attorney  or  solicitor  may  himself  be  at 
liberty  to  refer  his  own  bill  for  taxation, 
if  the  client  does  not  think  fit  to  do  so 
within  a  limited  time  after  the  delivery  of 
the  bill. 

This  bill  contains  the  clauses  which  are 
contained  in  former  acts  for  prohibiting 
attomies  and  solicitors  from  practising 
whilst  in  prison,  from  acting  as  agents  for 
persons  who  are  not  qualified,  and  from 
acting  as  justices  of  the  peace,  except  in 
places  having  justices  by  charter;  and 
also  for  preventing  unqualified  persons 
from  suing  out  writs,  and  acting  in  County 
Courts ;  substituting  for  penalties  a  pro- 
vision that  any  infringement  of  the  rule  so 
made,  is  to  be  treated  as  a  contempt  of 
the  court  in  which  this  oflfence  is  com- 
mitted. 

The  only  remaining  clauses  of  the  bill 
to  which  I  think  it  necessary  to  ask  the 
attention  of  your  Lordships  on  this  occa- 
sion, are  the  4dd,  the  47th,  and  the  48th. 

The  great  power  and  influence  which  an 
attorney  must  necessarily  possess  over  his 
client  during  the  pendency  of  a  cause,  has 
made  the  court  regard  security  for  costs 
given  by  a  client  to  his  attorney  under 
such  circumstances,  with  great  jealousy. 
Securities  for  future  costs  are  deemed  to 
be  illegal ;  and  many  suits  have  been  in- 
stituted either  for  the  purpose  of  setting 
aside  securities  for  costs  actually  incurred, 
or  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  sum 
secured  to  the  sum  really  due  from  the 
client  to  the  solicitor,  on  a  full  and  fair 
investigation  of  the  charges  and  accounts. 
It  has  been  suggested,  that  many  persons 
able  to  give  security,  but  unable  to  advance 
money  for  the  prosecution  of  their  causes, 
have  been  prevented  from  instituting  the 
proceedings  necessary  for  the  establish- 
ment of  their  rights,  and  for  the  purpose  ' 
of  preventing  this  hardship  and  diminish- ; 
ing  litigation  respecting  such  securities. ' 
This  bill  proposes  to  permit  securities  for 
costs  to  be  taken,  hut  to  provide  that  they 
shall  in  no  case  extend  to  sums  which 
shall  not  be  found  to  be  actually  due  upon 
taxation. 

The  47th  section  contains  words  which 


make  an  alteration  in  the  statute  of  George 
2nd,  by  inserting  instead  of  the  woidt 
*'  to  be,''  the  words  "  holding  at  the  time 
of  the  passing  of  this  act  the  offices  of." 
The  effect  is,  not  to  prejudice  any  person 
who  now  holds  the  office  of  solicitor  to 
one  of  the  Government  Boards,  b«t  to 
make  the  being  an  attorney  or  solicitor 
who  has  been  examined  and  enrolled,  a 
necessary  qualification  for  the  persona  who 
may  be  hereafter  chosen  to  fill  such  office. 
There  can,  I  apprehend,  be  no  doabt  bat 
that  a  sufficient  number  of  persons,  amply 
qualified  by  their  character  and  attain- 
ments to  fill  these  oflBces  may  be  found  amoog 
the  attomies  and  solicitors  really  such.  The 
duties  of  the  offices  may  be  OMwt  satis- 
factorily performed  by  persons  cboaen  from 
that  class,  and  considering  the  oflices  as 
conferring  honour  and  distinctioo  on  tlie 
holders,  it  may  be  thought  expedient  to 
bestow  them  in  a  manner  to  encourage 
amongst  a  numerous  and  influential  body 
of  men,  the  cultivation  of  those  qualities 
by  which  such  honour  and  distinction  may 
probably  be  attained. 

The  48th  section  proposes  to  authorize 
attomies  and  solicitors  to  administer  oaths, 
and  if  such  authority  could  be  given,  it 
would  undoubtedly  afford  great  conve- 
nience to  the  suitors  of  the  several  coorts. 
Having  however,  been  informed  that  thb 
power  cannot  be  given  without  materially 
interfering  with  the  emoluments  of  various 
persons— thinking  it  injury  to  take  away 
those  emoluments  without  giving  compen- 
sation to  those  who  may  suffer,  and  not 
knowing  at  present  of  any  means  by  which 
such  compensation  can  he  secured  to 
them,  I  am  afraid  that  I  shall  be  under 
the  necessity  of  asking  your  Lordshipa* 
permission  to  withdraw  this  clause  in  the 
committee. 

Your  Lordships  will  observe,  that  this 
Bill  does  not  propose  to  disturb  any 
enactments  or  statutes  which  enable 
all  persons  to  employ  attomies,  and 
solicitors  in  tlie  transaction  of  their  legal 
business  in  the  courts  of  law  or  equity,  or 
which  impose  penalties  for  deceit,  embez- 
zlement, or  perjury,  or  which  charge  at- 
tomies, solicitors,  and  their  articled  clerks 
with  stamp  duties,  and  which  forbid  at- 
tomies and  solicitors  and  all  other  persons 
from  committing  champarty.  The  object 
is  simply  to  contradict  and  amend  several 
acts  of  Parliament  which  relate  to  the 
qualification  of  attomies  and  solicitors, 
and  the  protection  of  theif  clients  froa 
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with  respect  to  the  mode  in  which  it  would 
be  proper  to  deal  with  the  holders  of  those 
Exchequer  bills  which  had  been  so  exten- 
sively forged  and  circulated  among  the 
public.  When  he  bad  first  an  opportu- 
nity of  addressing  the  House  upon  the 
subject,  which  was  now  nearly  twelve 
months  since,  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of 
expressing  his  belief  of  the  necessity  of 
great  caution  in  giving  any  opinion  upon 
that  subject,  lie  would  not  conceal  from 
the  (louse  that  he  then  felt  great  difficulty 
at  to  compensating  the  holders  of  those 
bills.  But,  at  the  same  time,  deeming  that 
it  was  a  case  of  considerable  importance, 
both  as  regarded  the  public,  and  as  re- 
garded individual  sufferers,  he  had  then 
proposed  a  course  in  which  the  House 
had  readily  acquiesced — that  of  referring 
the  whole  matter  to  commissioners  of 
ability,  intelligence,  and  experience,  with 
a  view  of  having  laid  before  the  House,  the 
facts  by  which  their  judgment  might  be 
guided.  He  confessed,  that  the  objec- 
tions which  he  had  formerly  stated  to  the 
propriety  of  compensating  those  indivi- 
doals,  bad  been  greatly  affected  by  the 
report  which  was  now  lying  on  the  Table 
of  the  House,  and  to  which,  long  as  it 
might  be,  he  trusted  that  hon.  Members 
had  thought  it  their  duty  to  pay  particular 
attentioD.  He  hoped  it  was  not  necessary 
for  him  to  enter  upon  that  occasion  into 
the  details  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
fraud  had  been  concocted,  or  of  the  ex- 
tent to  which  it  had  succeeded.  That 
subject  had  already  been  amply  discussed, 
and  he  believed  every  one  was  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances  to  which  he  ad- 
verted, and  with  the  names  of  the  indivi- 
duals connected  with  them.  He  should, 
therefore,  without  entering  into  details, 
content  himself  with  stating  to  the  House 
the  course  which  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  propose  to  the  House  as  the  result  of 
a  mature  consideration  of  the  report  to 
which  he  alluded.  He  did  not  think  it 
would  be  advisable  to  refer  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  the  task  of  deciding 
on  the  course  to  be  pursued,  indepen- 
dently of  other  objections  to  such  a 
course.  The  effect  of  such  a  reference 
could  only  be  to  interpose  still  further 
delay  in  the  settlement  of  a  question 
which  it  was  desirable  to  have  imme- 
diately adjusted.  He  had,  therefore^ 
thought  it  better  at  once  to  submit  to  the 
House  the  view  which  he  was  disposed  to 
take  ol  the  question,  and  to  leave  it  to  the 


House  to  say  whether  that  were  a  correct 
view  under  all  the  circumstances.  It  ap- 
peared from  the  report  on  the  Table  of  the 
House,  that  the  commissioners  had  divided 
the  holders  of  the  bills  into  four  several 
classes.  Perhaps,  however,  it  would  be 
desirable,  before  he  stated  the  mode  in 
which  the  division  was  made,  to  state 
what  were  the  points  which  the  commis- 
sioners were  particularly  to  inquire  into. 
They  were  directed  to  ascertain  what  they 
could  find  concerning  the  manner  of  issue, 
circulation,  deposit,  and  possession  of  those 
docun^ents,  in  what  manner  the  holders  of 
them  had  received  the  same,  whether  by 
purchase,  and  openly  in  the  market  or 
otherwise,  and  if  so,  at  what  rate  of  pur- 
chase, or  whether  by  loan,  and  if  so,  at 
what  rate  of  interest  those  loans  were 
made,  and  whether  such  loans  were  re- 
newed, and  if  so,  how  often,  and  for 
what  time ;  and  also  whether  the  owners 
or  holders  of  such  documents  received  the 
same  in  the  usual  course  of  business ;  and 
whether  they  employed  any,  and  what 
means  of  inquiry  into  the  genuineness  of 
such  documents,  and  all  other  matters 
and  things,  whereby,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  said  commissioners,  the  truth  might 
be  better  known  touching  the  premises. 
Those  were  the  questions  into  which  the 
commissioners  were  directed  to  make  in- 
quiry. The  commissioners  had  divided 
the  holders  of  the  bills  into  four  several 
classes,  the  first  comprising  all,  with  the 
exception  of  particular  oases,  which  on 
special  grounds  they  excepted.  This  first 
class  included  the  great  bulk  of  the  owners 
— more  than  the  half  of  them,  holding  bills 
to  the  amount  of  187,000/.  With  respeot 
to  the  holders  of  this  large  proportion  of 
the  whole  sum,  the  commissioners  re- 
ported that  they  found  the  parties  to 
have  become  respectively  the  holders  of 
the  bills  with  which  they  were  connected 
in  the  usual  course  of  business,  without 
knowledge  or  suspicion  that  they  were 
other  than  genuine,  or  improperly  ob- 
tained by  any  person  whatever,  and 
under  circumstances  which  would  war- 
rant no  inference  of  their  having  acted 
with  want  of  proper  caution.  Taking 
the  statement  and  reasoning  of  the  re- 
port, therefore,  he  thought  that  there  was 
not  a  moral  or  legal  obligation  on  the 
House  to  make  compensation,  but  that, 
on  making  fair  allowance  for  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  the  parties  who  bad 
acted  in  the  ordinary  course  of  busu 
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eluded  by  Lord  Auckland,  in  1839,  with 
the  Ameers  of  Scinde,  contained  one  im- 
portant stipulation,  by  which  the  Ameers 
of  Scinde  pledged  themselves  to  act  in 
subordination  to  the  British  Government 
in  India,  and  not  to  enter  into  any  treaty 
with  any  other  powers  without  the  concur- 
rence of  the  British  Government  The 
Ameers,  however,  were  charged  with  in- 
fractions of  this  treaty,  and  with  levying 
tolls  on  the  Indus.  In  consequence  of  the 
infractions  of  the  treaty  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  conditions  had  been  submitted  to 
the  Ameers  as  the  basis  of  a  new  treaty. 
At  the  time  the  last  mail  came  away, 
sufficient  time  had  not  elapsed  to  allow 
the  Grovernment  to  receive  an  official  ac- 
count of  the  result  of  these  negotiations, 
but  the  accounts  they  had  received  led 
them  to  believe  that  the  Ameers  of  Scinde 
had  expressed  their  willingness  to  accept 
the  terms  which  had  been  submitted  to 
them  as  the  basis  of  a  future  treaty. 

Currency  and  Banking.]  Mr.  C. 
Wood  wished  to  put  a  question  to  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  opposite,  upon  a  sub- 
ject which  had  of  late  excited  a  good  deal 
of  public  attention — the  subject  of  cur. 
rency  and  banking.  An  impression  seemed 
generally  to  prevail  that  some  legislation 
would  take  place  upon  the  matter  in  the 
course  of  the  present  Session ;  and  he  now 
wished  merely  to  ask  whether  it  were  the 
intention  of  her  Majesty's  Government  to 
introduce  any  measure  during  the  present 
Session  upon  that  subject  ? 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  he  believed  that  the 
present  state  of  the  law  with  respect  to 
banking,  so  far  at  least  as  the  Bank  of 
England  was  concerned,  was,  that  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  England  would  not 
expire  till  the  1st  of  August,  1844;  or 
rather  that  it  would  then  be  competent  for 
the  Government  to  give  notice  of  an  inten- 
tion to  introduce  a  change  in  the  charter 
of  the  Bank.     He  was  aware  that  thev 

m 

might  legislate  with  reference  to  private 
and  joint  stock  banks,  but  her  Majesty's 
Government  did  not  think  there  was  any 
necessity  for  calling  the  attention  of  the 
Parliament  to  the  subject  during  the  pre* 
sent  Session 

The  West  India  Mail  Packf.th.] 
Mr.  Bemal  wished  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Government  to  the  very  im})crfect 
transmission  of  letters  from  ihcWoKt  Indict, 
and   especially  from  Jamaica,  under  tlicj 


present  system  of  mail  packets.  The  more 
distant  parts  of  the  island  of  Jamatci  had 
no  means  of  communicating  with  the  poat- 
offices  from  which  the  packets  took  their 
departure,  and  very  great  inconvenience 
had  consequently  arisen. 

Mr.  Sidney  Herbert  said,  he  was  quite 
ready  to  admit  that  there  had  been  great 
irregularity  in  the  transmission  of  the 
mails  through  the  West  India  ptckolt. 
The  present  scheme  of  routes  carried  into 
execution  by  the  company  was,  however,  a 
provisional  scheme.  In  the  mean  imt^ 
the  Admiralty  and  the  Poat-ofltee  were 
collecting  as  much  information  at  they 
could  on  the  subject,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  speedily  be  able  to  introduce  aonie 
improvement. 

Practice  in  Committbbs.]  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Excheguer  having  asoved 
the  Order  of  the  Day,  that  the  House 
should  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  forged  Exchequer 
bills, 

Mr.  Greene  said,  before  the  Speaker 
left  the  Chair,  he  hoped  the  House  woald 
allow  him  to  offer  some  explanation  rela. 
tive  to  the  practice  he  had  adopted  in 
committees  last  Session,  and  that  whieh 
he  intended  io  future  to  follow.  It  had 
been  generally  understood  that,  after  the 
question  upon  any  motion  had  been  pat, 
it  was  not  competent  to  the  Chairman  to 
repeat  that  question,  and  that  no  porty 
could  vote  upon  a  question  unleae  he  bad 
heard  the  question  so  put.  He  had  acted 
upon  that  understanding  upon  two  occa- 
sions during  the  last  Session ;  but  he  fbnod 
that  the  propriety  of  the  course  be  bad 
taken  had  been  called  into  question.  He 
wished,  at  present,  to  give  notice  that»  un- 
less he  were  otherwise  directed,  it  was  bis 
intention,  after  he  had  pot  the  question  io 
the  first  instance,  to  put  it  again  aa  soon 
as  the  gallery  was  cleared,  and  to  allow 
Members  who  might  then  be  present  to 
take  part  in  the  division. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into 
committee. 

Forged  Exchequer  Bills.]  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  proceeded 
to  say,  that  he  rose  in  pursuance  of  the 
notice  he  had  given  at  the  close  of  the 
last  Session  of  Parliament,  that  he  should 
take  The  earliest  op(K)rtuiiity  of  submitting 
to  the  House  the  views  of  the  Oovemosent 
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with  respect  to  the  mode  in  which  it  would 
be  proper  to  deal  with  the  holders  of  those 
Exchequer  bills  which  had  been  so  exten- 
sively forged  and  circulated  among  the 
public.  When  he  had  first  an  opportu- 
nity of  addressing  the  House  upon  the 
subject,  which  was  now  nearly  twelve 
months  since,  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of 
expressing  his  belief  of  the  necessity  of 
great  caution  in  giving  any  opinion  upon 
that  subject.  He  would  not  conceal  from 
the  House  that  he  then  felt  great  difficulty 
as  to  compensating  the  holders  of  those 
bills.  But,  at  the  same  time,  deeming  that 
it  was  a  case  of  considerable  importance, 
both  as  regarded  the  public,  and  as  re- 
garded individual  sufferers,  he  had  then 
proposed  a  course  in  which  the  House 
had  readily  acquiesced — that  of  referring 
the  whole  matter  to  commissioners  of 
ability,  intelligence,  and  experience,  with 
a  view  of  having  laid  before  the  House,  the 
facts  by  which  their  judgment  might  be 
guided.  He  confessed,  that  the  objec- 
tions which  he  had  formerly  stated  to  the 
propriety  of  compensating  those  indivi- 
duals, had  been  greatly  affected  by  the 
report  which  was  now  lying  on  the  Table 
of  the  House,  and  to  which,  long  as  it 
might  be,  he  trusted  that  hon.  Members 
had  thought  it  their  duty  to  pay  particular 
attention.  He  hoped  it  was  not  necessary 
for  him  to  enter  upon  that  occasion  into 
the  details  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
fraud  had  been  concocted,  or  of  the  ex- 
tent to  which  it  had  succeeded.  That 
aubject  had  already  been  amply  discussed, 
and  he  believed  every  one  was  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances  to  which  he  ad- 
verted, and  with  the  names  of  the  indivi- 
duals connected  with  them.  He  should, 
therefore,  without  entering  into  details, 
content  himself  with  stating  to  the  House 
the  course  which  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  propose  to  the  House  as  the  result  of 
a  mature  consideration  of  the  report  to 
which  he  alluded.  He  did  not  think  it 
would  be  advisable  to  refer  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  the  task  of  deciding 
on  the  course  to  be  pursued,  indepen- 
dently of  other  objections  to  such  a 
course.  The  effect  of  such  a  reference 
could  only  be  to  interpose  still  further 
delay  in  the  settlement  of  a  question 
which  it  was  desirable  to  have  imme- 
diately adjusted.  He  had,  therefore, 
thought  it  better  at  once  to  submit  to  the 
House  the  view  which  he  was  disposed  to 
take  ol  the  question,  and  to  leave  it  to  the 


House  to  say  whether  that  were  a  correct 
view  under  all  the  circumstances.  It  ap- 
peared from  the  report  on  the  Table  of  the 
House,  that  the  commissioners  had  divided 
the  holders  of  the  bills  into  four  several 
classes.  Perhaps,  however,  it  would  be 
desirable,  before  he  stated  the  mode  in 
which  the  division  was  made,  to  state 
what  were  the  points  which  the  commis- 
sioners were  particularly  to  inquire  into. 
They  were  directed  to  ascertain  what  they 
could  find  concerning  the  manner  of  issue, 
circulation,  deposit,  and  possession  of  those 
documents,  in  what  manner  the  holders  of 
them  had  received  the  same,  whether  by 
purchase,  and  openly  in  the  market  or 
otherwise,  and  if  so,  at  what  rate  of  pur- 
chase, or  whether  by  loan,  and  if  so,  at 
what  rate  of  interest  those  loans  were 
made,  and  whether  such  loans  were  re- 
newed, and  if  so,  how  often,  and  for 
what  time ;  and  also  whether  the  owners 
or  holders  of  such  documents  received  the 
same  in  the  usual  course  of  business ;  and 
whether  they  employed  any,  and  what 
means  of  inquiry  into  the  genuineness  of 
such  documents,  and  all  other  matters 
and  things,  whereby,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  said  commissioners,  the  truth  might 
be  better  known  touching  the  premises. 
Those  were  the  questions  into  which  the 
commissioners  were  directed  to  make  in- 
quiry. The  commissioners  had  divided 
the  holders  of  the  bills  into  four  several 
classes,  the  first  comprising  all,  with  the 
exception  of  particular  oases,  which  on 
special  grounds  they  excepted.  This  first 
class  included  the  great  bulk  of  the  owners 
— more  than  the  half  of  them,  holding  bills 
to  the  amount  of  187,000/.  With  respect 
to  the  holders  of  this  large  proportion  of 
the  whole  sum,  the  commissioners  re- 
ported that  they  found  the  parties  to 
have  become  respectively  the  holders  of 
the  bills  with  which  they  were  connected 
in  the  usual  course  of  business,  without 
knowledge  or  suspicion  that  they  were 
other  than  genuine,  or  improperly  ob- 
tained by  any  person  whatever,  and 
under  circumstances  which  would  war- 
rant no  inference  of  their  having  acted 
with  want  of  proper  caution.  Taking 
the  statement  and  reasoning  of  the  re* 
port,  therefore,  he  thought  that  there  was 
not  a  moral  or  legal  obligation  on  the 
House  to  make  compensation,  but  that, 
on  making  fair  allowance  for  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  the  parties  who  had 
acted  in  the  ordinary  course  of  buaU 
P2 


423 


Forged 


{COMMONS} 


Exekiquir  BilU.  4S4 


nets,  without  any  knowledge  or  suspicion 
of  fraud,  and    under   the   circumstances 
pointed  out  by  the  commissioners,  were 
entitled  to   the  consideration  of  Parlia- 
ment.    In   the  second   class  there  were, 
however,   certain     parties  excepted,    the 
amount  of  whose  securities   was   limited 
to   49,000/.,   and  with  respect   to  them, 
the  commissioners  suggested  some  doubt 
as  to  whether  there  was  not  a  less  degree 
of  caution  than  persons  might  have  been 
expected  with  due  regard  to  propriety  to 
exercise  ;  but  they  said,  if  that  question 
was  left  to  their  (the  commissioners')  judg:- 
ment,  they  should  decide  that  there  was 
not  sufficient  ground  for  such  an  imputa- 
tion upon  any  of  them.     In  that  conclu- 
sion, he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer) must  declare  that,  on  a  considera- 
tion of  the  merits  of  the  whole  case,  he 
himself    felt   bound   to   concur,  and    he 
should   consider   the   second  class   fully 
warranted  in  their  claim  to  the  consider- 
ation  of  Parliament,  on  the  footing   he 
had   already   laid  down   with    regard   to 
the  first  class.     In  the  third  class,  a  still 
further  exception  was  made  by  the  com- 
missioners, on   the  question   of  want  of 
caution.     That  class  was  confined,  as  far 
as  the  consideration  of  the  House   was 
concerned,  to  two  banking  houses  only, 
for   it  appeared    with    reference   to  one 
party,  Mr.  Levy,  connected  with  the  case 
of  Messrs.  Morgan,  from  whom  he  had 
derifed  the  forged  Exchequer  bills,  that 
he  had  received  from  them  also  other  se- 
curities which  covered  the  loss  he  would 
otherwise  have  sustained.     Therefore   he 
did  not  view  this  as  a  case  in  which  the 
House  could  be  called  upon  to  compensate 
or  give  the  same  consideration  as  in  the 
other  classes.     The  third  class  related  en- 
tirely to  the  cases  of  two  bankers  at  the 
West  end  of  the  town.  Ransom  and  Co., 
and  Price  and  Co.,  the  one  holders  of  secu- 
rities to  the  amount  of  21,000/.,  the  other 
to  the  amount  of  26,000/.     The  commis- 
sioners  did   not    undertake    to    negative 
their  claims  in  comparison  with  those  of 
the  others,  but  they  stated,   with  the  ac- 
curacy which  pervaded  ihe  whole  of  their 
report,  that  there   were  some  shades   of 
difference    in   that   case,   to   which   they 
thoue:ht  it  right  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House.  The  House  would  excuse  him 
if  he   stated    why    he    considered    that 
those  two  Houses  could  not  be  properly 
excepted   from   the    consideration    which 
applied  to  the  other  cases.    The  House 


should   bear    in    mind,    what    appeartd 
clearly  from  the  evidence,  that  there  was 
a  difference,  in  point  of  facility,  of  lend- 
ing on   Exchequer  bills,  between  thoae 
bankers  who  lived  at  the  west  end  of  tbe 
town,  and  those  who  conducted  baaioeaa 
in  the  city.     It  was  manifest  from  tbeeri. 
dence,  that,  in  cases  in  which  loans  od  Ex- 
chequer bills  had  been  required  from  the 
city  bankers  on  the  security  of  clieota  of 
undoubted  respectability,  they  bad  been  re- 
fused ;  while  it  was  equally  certain  that, 
in   other  cases,  in  which  bankers  in  the 
other  quarter  of  the  town,  the  west  end, 
were  concerned,  loans  on  Exchequer  hills, 
under   exactly  similar   circumstances  to 
those  in  which  they  had  been  refused  in  the 
city,  had  been  negotiated.     Such  was  the 
dif}'erence  in  practice  at  tbe  two  extremi- 
ties of  the  town.     With   respect  to  the 
cases  of  the  Messrs.  Ransom  and  Co.,  the 
House  would  permit  bim  briefly  to  relate 
how  it  stood.    The   main    criminal— he 
knew  not  if  he  should  call  bim  so — but  at 
all  events  the  party  most  implicated  in 
that  affair,  was  an  individual  of  tbe  natne 
of  Solari.     It  appeared  that  that  person 
was  introduced  to  the  firm  by  an  indivi* 
dual  who  had  been  their  broker  for  twenty 
years,  in  whom  they  had  every  reason  to 
place  confidence,  nor  was  there  any  cir- 
cumstance in  connection  with  him  which 
gave  ground   for  suspicion  that  he  was 
other  than  an  upright  and  honest  dealer. 
The  transactions  which  occurred  between 
them  arose  in  the  ordinary  course  of  boai- 
ness ;  the  person  opened  an  account  with 
the  l>anking- house,  drew  money  fron  the 
bank  in  regular  course,  and  did  not  com- 
mence the  system  of  advances  on  Eiche- 
quer  bills,  until  he  bad  been  a  sufficiently 
long  time  engaged    with    them,  during 
which   he    had  conducted   himself  in  a 
manner  to  inspire  them  with  conBdence 
in  him.     Nor  were  their  transactions  con- 
fined to    Exchequer  bills.     At  one  time 
he  had  left  a  box   of  Napoleons  in   his 
bankers*  hands,  as  security  for  three  thou- 
sand  pounds ;  money  also  had  been  left  by 
him  with  them  to  a  large  amount,  and  there 
was  everything  to  induce  a  belief  on  tbe 
part  of  the  bankers  that  he  was  acting 
properly  as  a  customer  of  the  t>ank,  and 
one  in  whom  confidence  might  be  placed. 
Those  persons  had  also  evinced  prudence 
in  their  subsequent  transactions.     At  the 
time  of  Solan's  death  his  widow  professed 
to   take  up  the   business  which   he  had 
himself  carried  on,  and  employed  as  agent 
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Rapallo,  the  great  actor  in    the    fraud. 
What  was  the  course  then   taken    by  the 
banking-house  ?      They  immediately    re- 
quired in  re-payment  of  the  balance,  from 
one-third  to  one-half  of  the  amount  of  the 
Exchequer  bills,  on  which  their  property 
had  been  lent.   Under  these  circumstances 
he  thought  no  roan  could  impute  to  that 
House  such  a  degree  of  negligence  and 
want  of  caution,  as,  in  the  view  he  bad 
been  disposed  to  take  of    the  case  they 
were  now  considering,  could  alone  justify 
them  in  making  an  exception  to  the  ge- 
neral rule.     Next  came  the  case  of  Price 
and  Co.,  where   he  admitted   there  was 
more  doubt,  because  there  were  not  the 
same  circumstances  which  were  found  in 
the  other  case.     At  the  same  time,  con- 
sidering that  the  evidence  showed  it  was 
no  uncommon  thing  for  bankers  to  adopt 
this   system   in   lending  money,  particu- 
larly at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  he  did 
not  think  that  in  this  case  there  was  suffi- 
cient ground  for  excepting  them  from  the 
general  rule,  and  affixing  as  it  were,  a  stig- 
ma upon  them,  as  having  acted  imporperly 
in  the  matter.     There  was  nothing  in  the 
evidence  to  show  that  they  had  proceeded 
with  that  extreme  degree  of  negligence 
which  would  justify  the  adoption  of  such 
a   course.       Therefore    he    should    pro- 
pose,   as  to  those  classes  which  he  had 
enumerated,  that  the  House  should  under- 
take to  compensate  the  parties  who  were 
the  sufferers.     With  respect  to  the  fourth 
class,  he  thought  the  matter  stood  in  a 
totally  different  point  of  view,  and  as  he 
should  propose  to  follow  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent course,  he  would  state  to  the  House 
the  reason  why  he  made  that  distinction. 
It  must  be  obvious  to  the  House,  that  if 
Rapallo  and  Solari  had   been  left  to  their 
own  individual  exertions   throughout  the 
transaction,  it  would  have  been  impossible 
that  they  alone  could  ever  have  carried  on 
the  fraud  to  the  extent  to  which  it  was 
actually  committed.      It  appeared  from 
the  evidence,  that  from  their  own  resources, 
out  of  the  enormous  mass  of  bills  in  their 
hands,  they  only  succeeded  in  inducing 
two  bankers  to  advance  them   money  on 
the  bills  they  had,  and  their  situation  in 
life  and  position  in  society  was  such  that, 
unless  they  had  been  assisted  by  the  in- 
strumentality of  some  persons  well  known 
on  the  Stock  Exchange,  through  whom 
the  details  of  their  transactions  might  be 
managed,  he  believed  it  would  have  been 
altogether  impossible  for  them  to    have 


given  effect  to  the  fraud  they  contemplated, 
and  which  they  for  so  long  a  lime  carried 
on.     He  did  not  mean  to  express  any  opi- 
nion As  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  those 
parties  who  were  the  instruments  by  whom 
their  objects  were  effected.     Every   indi- 
vidual must  form  his  own  judgment  on 
those   points,   according  to    the   view  he 
took  of  the  evidence ;  but  he  was  of  opinion 
that  there  were  circumstances  indicating 
that  extreme  and  gross  want  of  caution,  to 
put  it  in  the  very  mildest  terms,  which  must 
prevent  the  parties  of  whom  he  was  now 
speaking  according  to   the  judgment  he 
had  formed,  from  sharing  in  the  compen- 
sation that  would  be  awarded  to  others. 
In  the  first  place,  he  begged  the  House  to 
remember  what  was  the  amount  of  the 
transactions  in  which  the  Messrs.  Morgan, 
Mariner,  and  De  Berckem  were  engaged 
with  Solari  and  Rapallo,  men  who  were 
little   known,  either  to  the  public,  or  to 
individual  stock- brokers,  and  scarcely  in 
a  situation  in  life  to  command  any  extent 
of  confidence  or  credit.     It  appeared  from 
the  evidence  that  in  the  course  of  the  time 
during  which  this  business  was  going  on, 
Rapallo  and  Solari  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Morgan  no  less  an  amount  of  Exche- 
quer-bills than  420,000/.,  and  in  those  of 
Mr.  Mariner  no  less  than  465,000/.    That 
was   the   joint   amount  placed    in    their 
hands  by  the  two  men  Rapallo  and  Solari; 
and  what  took  place  in  the  last  year,  when 
Rapallo  was  the  only  party  concerned  ? 
In    that   year  this  person  placed   in  the 
hands  of  Mr,  Morgan  no  less  a  sum  than 
161,000/.  in  Exchequer-bills,  and  in  the 
hands  of  Messrs.  Mariner  and  De  Berckem 
a  sum  not  inferior  in  amount.     He  said 
there  was  something  in  the  very  amount 
of  the  sum  placed  by  this  individual  in  the 
hands  of  his  brokers  which  ought  to  have 
excited  their  suspicion,  if  it  did  not  do  so ; 
and  which,  if  it  did  excite  suspicion,  dis- 
^qualified  the  parties  from  receiving  com- 
pensation.    In  the  case  of  Solari,  it  might 
be  said  that  he  was  a  leading-man,  who 
dealt  largely  both  in  the  foreign  funds  and 
on  the  English  Stock  Exchange,  that  he 
was  agent  for  M.  Thiers,  of  Paris,  and 
for  public  bodies  at  Madrid,   as  well  as 
for  a  club  at   the  west-end    of  the  town. 
But.  when   Solari   died,    and   his  widow 
embarked    in    the    business,    what    pre- 
tence   was    there    for    saying    that    she 
or  her  agent  still   represented  the  inter- 
ests of  all   those  millionaires,   and   that 
their  dealings    were   coodacted    by  an 
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individual  of  whom  nothing  was  known, 
except  that  he  presented  amounts  of 
Exchequer  bills  greater  than  were  depo- 
sited by  any  other  person,  and  under 
circumstances  calculated  to  excite  suspi- 
cion? But  the  amount,  alone,  was  not 
the  only  suspicious  circumstance.  It 
must  be  observed,  that  not  one  of  these 
Exchequer  bills,  out  of  900,000/.  which 
passed  through  the  hands  of  these  two 
persons,  was  authorised  to  be  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  parties ;  and  when  by  chance 
one  bill  was  sold,  efforts  were  made,  and 
expenses  incurred,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
covering it,  in  order  that  none  of  these 
securities  might  be  allowed  to  get  into 
the  market.  Under  these  circumstances, 
it  did  appear  to  him  that  the  cases  com- 
prehended in  the  4th  class  were  not  those 
to  which  compensation  ought  to  be  award- 
ed. On  looking  through  the  evidence 
many  minor  circumstances  appeured  which 
cast  on  every  one  of  the  cases  still  further 
suspicion,  and  confirmed  to  a  certainty 
the  opinion  that  they  had  used  no  caution 
whatever  in  the  course  they  had  pursued. 
Reviewing,  then,  the  magnitude  of  the 
transactions,  their  peculiar  nature,  the  cir- 
cumstances which  must  from  time  to  time 
have  excited  suspicion,  and  the  other  minor 
matters  to  which  he  had  referred,  he 
thought  the  committee  would  be  of  opi- 
nion that  those  parties  were  not  entitled 
to  compensation.  The  general  result, 
therefore,  would  be,  that  of  377,000/.  of 
forged  Exchequer  bills  which  were  found 
to  be  in  circulation,  and  which  were  the 
subjects  of  investigation  by  the  commis- 
sioners, there  would  be  an  amount  on  the 
whole  of  262,000/.  for  which  the  public 
might,  he  thought,  justly  be  called  upon 
to  make  compensation.  He  was  aware 
that  this  was  a  very  heavy  amount  to  call 
upon  the  public  to  defray.  He  was  quite 
sensible  of  tliis,  and  no  man  was  more 
unwilling  than  he  was  to  make  a  call  on 
the  public  funds  lo  so  large  an  extent,  but 
be  also  could  not  be  insensible  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  doing  what,  on  a  fair  considera- 
tion of  the  case,  seemed  to  be  ox|>tdieu(. 
When  the  subject  first  came  before  the 
House,  so  strongly  had  he  felt  the  in]|>ort- 
aoce  of  not  readily  acquiescing  in  the 
demands  then  made,  that  he  expressed 
himself  in  the  most  cold  and  guarded 
terms,  in  order  that  he  might  not  excitt* 
undue  expectations.  It  was  the  result  of 
t  calm  and  careful  consideration  of  tlie 
evidence  whicb  bad  beeo  laid  before  Par* 


liament  that  be  was  induced  to  recommeiid 
to  the  House  a  measure  that  he  regarded 
as  necessary y  while  it  was  burtheosowe  to 
the  public.  It  was  to  be  looked  upon  m 
being,  not  so  much  a  question  of  justice, 
as  one  of  policy.  The  parties,  he  fully 
admitted,  had  do  legal  right  whatever 
beyond  that  which  the  holders  of  any 
other  forged  instrument  possessed.  They 
had  no  power  of  enforcing  against  die 
Crown  the  compensation  which  he  thooghl 
it  right  to  call  upon  Parliament  to  grant; 
but,  while  he  stated  as  broadly  as  possible 
the  absence  of  legal  right,  and  of  a  power 
of  enforcement,  he  must,  at  the  same  tine, 
beg  the  House  to  consider  that  there  were 
some  peculiar  circumstances  which  distin- 
guished the  present  from  cases  of  ordinary 
occurrence.  It  must  never  be  forgotten, 
without  imputing  blame  to  any  of  the  par- 
ties, for  that  intention  was  the  furtbeat 
possible  from  the  views  he  entertained  in 
the  case,  that  this  forgery  was  committed 
in  the  very  Government  oflire  itself — that 
the  individual  who  forged  them  was  nil 
officer  high  in  the  particular  department 
to  which  he  belonged ;  that  he  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  engraving  of  which  genuine 
Exchequer  bills  bore  the  impress,  and  of 
the  seal,  which  he  had  the  power  of  affix- 
ing to  the  documents ;  that  he  waa  the 
individual  who  placed  the  written  num- 
bers on  the  Exchequer  bills  which  were 
issued  from  the  office,  and  that  the  only 
part  which  was  absolutely  forged  waa  the 
signature  of  the  Comptroller-General,  and 
that  a  signature  which,  by  the  law  as  it 
then  stood,  was  not  required  to  be  made 
by  the  ComptroUergeneral  himself,  but 
was  allowed  under  the  act  thee  in  force 
to  be  affixed  by  his  deputy.  These  bilb, 
therefore,  came  before  the  public  in  every 
respect  in  soeh  a  stale  of  complete  simi- 
larity lo  genuine  bills,  that  whatever  mark 
was  looked  at — the  paper,  the  seal,  the 
number,  or  anything  but  the  signature- 
it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  a  real  from 
a  forged  Exchequer-bill.  It  was  almost 
impossible  ihat  any  one  of  these  instruments 
should  have  awakened,  as  far  as  their  ex- 
lernul  ap|)t;araoce  was  concerned,  the  sus- 
picion of  those  to  whom  they  wereoffcrpd. 
Another  circumstance,  also,  was  to  be 
stated  in  vindication  of  the  innocent  par- 
tie*.  The  only  mode  by  which  they  could, 
in  case  of  suspicion,  have  detected  the 
fraud,  would  have  been  by  applying  for  a 
verification  of  the  bills  in  the  office ;  but 
the  vcrtlief  himself  being  the  for|er«  clmft 
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remedy  was  taken  from  the  party.  It  was 
under  these  circumstances,  therefore,  that 
he  considered  these  forgeries  to  stand  on  a 
footing  different  from  others,  and  as  being 
rather  to  be  looked  at  in  the  light  o(  bills 
ready  made,  which  had  been  obtained  from 
the  office,  than  bills  really  forged,  and 
issued  as  forged  documents.  He  spoke 
in  the  presence  of  learned  Gentlemen  who 
could  set  him  right  if  he  were  wrong;  but 
h^  believed  he  was  correct  in  saying,  that 
if  the  bills  had  been  obtained  from  the 
office  and  sold — if  they  had  come  into  the 
possession  of  individuals  who  held  them 
without  any  imputation  of  negligence 
against  the  holders,  or  even  with  a  strong 
imputation  of  negligence,  so  long  as  there 
was  not  mala  Jides  implied,  there  would 
be  no  power  of  recovering  the  value  of 
them  from  the  holders.  In  this  case  ho 
had  thought  it  but  fair  to  pay  to  the 
holders,  under  the  circumstances  he  had 
stated,  the  consideration  he  had  proposed. 
He  had  not  gone  into  particular  cases — if 
there  were  peculiar  circumstances  attach- 
ing to  such  cases,  they  could  be  examined 
and  discussed  at  a  future  opportunity.  He 
had  contented  himself  with  submitting  to 
the  House  what  he  believed  to  be  a  fair 
solution  of  a  very  difficult  question.  It 
would  be  for  them  to  decide  how  far  their 
feelings,  after  a  consideration  of  the  evi- 
dence, might  coincide  with  his  own.  He 
could  only  say  for  himself,  that  he  could 
not  tax  himself  with  any  want  of  diligent 
attention  to  the  facts,  or  with  any  desire 
not  to  keep  the  public  burthen  less  ;  but 
he  had  been  overborne  by  the  considera- 
tions he  had  stated,  and  he  felt  himself 
bound  to  propose  the  compensation  of  the 
innocent  holders  to  the  extent  he  had 
mentioned.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
concluded  by  moving — • 

''That  her  Majesty  be  enabled  to  direct 
Exchequer  Bills  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
262,000/.,  to  be  issued,  under  certain  regula- 
tions^  for  the  relief  of  the  holders  of  certain 
forged  Exchequer-bills." 

Mr.  Williams  admitted  the  fairness  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  statement ;  but 
be  must  declare  that  he  was  not  at  all 
satisfied  with  the  evidence  adduced  before 
the  commission,  which  he  did  not  think  of 
a  sufficiently  searching  character  to  enable 
the  House  to  proceed  to  grant  an  immense 
sum  of  the  public  money.  Nothing  had 
been  said  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as 
to  recovering  any  property  of  parties  to  the 
hwA  \hat  u^ight  be  ^ciessible. 


The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  begged 
pardon  for  interrupUng  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. He  proposed  by  the  bill  to  give 
power  to  the  Crown  to  take  measures  for 
pursuing  any  property  that  might  be  avail- 
able, in  order  to  its  recovery.  He  did  not 
mean  that  it  should  be  supposed  that 
there  would  be  any  considerable  amount 
available  at  the  present  moment,  but  he 
thought  it  quite  right  and  proper,  in  ask- 
ing a  grant  of  this  sort  from  the  House, 
that  the  public  should  be  in  a  capacity  to 
assert  its  claim  to  any  property  which  be- 
longed to  those  who  were  the  originators 
of  the  fraud,  to  which  access  could  be 
procured. 

House  resumed. 

Mr.  Williams  said  this  explanation 
certainly  rendered  the  transaction  better 
in  point  of  principle,  but  he  feared  it 
would  not  work  much  benefit  for  the  pub- 
lic in  point  of  practice.  What  expecta- 
tions could  be  had  as  to  realizing  any- 
thing from  property  which  had  been 
allowed  to  remain  a  year  and  a  half  in  the 
parties'  hands  ?  He  was  of  opinion  that 
the  inquiries  of  the  commissioners  on  this, 
as  on  other  points,  had  been  most  defec- 
tive. When  Rapallo  was  asked  what 
benefit  Beaumont  Smith  derived  from  the 
bills,  the  reply  was  that  he  received  what- 
ever he  required.  Yet  that  answer  was 
not  followed  up  by  an  inquiry,  what  was 
the  probable  amount  of  that  which  he 
received  ?  And  when  the  same  statement 
had  been  made  by  Rapallo  as  to  Mrs. 
Solari,  there  had  been  a  similarly  unac- 
countable neglect  of  any  further  inquiry 
by  the  commissioners  as  to  any  means  of 
ascertaining  the  probable  amount  of 
money  received  by  her.  Yet,  had  these 
things  been  ascertained,  the  result  would 
have  been  most  important.  Mr.  Bush, 
the  solicitor  engaged  in  the  affair,  had 
visited  Rapallo  in  Newgate,  and  had 
stated  that  he  had  received  most  important 
disclosures,  of  which  he  had  made  a  me- 
morandum, which  he  was  ready  to  show 
the  commissioners;  yet  he  had  never  been 
asked  for  them.  Rapallo  had  not  even 
been  asked  whether  he  knew  by  whom 
the  forgeries  had  been  committed,  or  what 
had  become  of  the  40,000/.  he  received 
just  before  the  discovery  of  the  fraud. 
Certainly,  he  said  that  at  that  time  the 
money  had  been  applied  in  getting  the 
forged  bills  as  far  as  possible  out  of  the 
hands  of  their  possessors.  It  would  have 
been  most  important  had  this  been  traced* 
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Yet  the  coromissiouert  asked  no  quesiions 
thereupon,  dot  apoo  various  other  equally 
important  points,  as,  who  had  advised 
Rapallo  to  endeavour  to  get  the  box  from 
the  bankers?  As  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Worcester  was  pajing  great 
attention  to  the  discussion,  he  would  ap- 
peal to  him  whether  it  was  not  a  very  im- 
proper leading  question  which  the  com 
missioners  put  to  Rapallo. 

**  You  have  stated,  as  to  the  property  re- 
ceived ibrough  Mr.  Morgan,  that  it  was  lost 
by  you  in  speculation ;  does  that  statement 
equally  apply  to  the  property  received  through 
other  parties  ?" 

Of  course    the  reply  was  affirmative. 
Surely    these  things    reflected   no  great 
credit  upon  the  acuteness  of  the  commis- 
sioners.    Now,  further,  he  had  been  given 
to  understand  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  received  information  that 
Mrs.  Solari  had  considerable  amounts  of 
property  in  the  names  of  other  parties; 
surely  this  statement  ought  to  have  been 
inquired  into ;  and,  with  facts  so  imper- 
fectly ascertained  and  so  negligently  in- 
quired into,  260,000/.  were  about   to  be 
paid  away  out  of  the  public  purse.     The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should  recol- 
lect that  (although  certainly  the  condition 
of  the   suflPering   holders  deserved   great 
consideration)  he  would  be  laying:  down  a 
|)recedent  which  he  might  de[>cnd  upon  it 
he  would  be  called  upon  to  repeat :  for  it 
was  clear  that  Smith  had  not  been   ac- 
quainted with  the  means  of  avoiding  the 
possibility  of  detection.     The  mere  coun- 
terlbiling  (which  consisted   in  cutting  off 
the  bill  from  the  margin,  and  judging  by 
the    subsequent    correspondence    of  the 
edges)  afforded  no  satistactory  test ;  yet 
it  seemed  to  have  been  the  only  one  em- 
ployed, ca»y  as  it  was  to  be  evaded.  How 
did  an   Exchcquer-bill  differ  from  a  bill 
of  exchange  or  a  check  as  to  the  means 
of  ascertaining  its  genuineness?  Both  bilU 
and   checks    were,   it    was   well    known, 
commonly  filled  up  from  printed  forms  ; 
and  the  signature  was  of  course  in  each 
case  looked  to  to  test  their  authenticity. 
Why  had  this  not  been  equally  regarded 
in  this  case?    The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  admitted  great  negligence  as 
to  the  fourth   class  of  cUimanls ;  but  he 
alle;;ed  that  there  had  been  culpable  neg- 
ligence in  many  other  cases;  for  it  ap- 
peared, from  the  evidence  of  one  of  the 
parties,  the  gentleman  who  had  first  dis- 
covered the  fraud,  that  his  suspicious  had 


been  exeited  by  ctrcunistanoes  eqmllj 
open  to  the  obaeratioos  of  otbcn ;  mod 
bis  remark  was  striking  :— 

"The  like  could  never  have  been  io  tht 
possession  of  such  a  party  as  the  yovag  ■»■ 
who  offered  them  (respecuble  tbongli  hawas)^ 
except  through  something  wraQg.*^ 

Had  others  been  equally  cantioM  tliME 
could  not  have  been  lO  mach  miscyef ; 
and  it  was  obaenrable  that,  though  bilb 
were  offered  to  bankers,  they  never  wcie 
accepted  by  them.  Mooted  meowere  oe« 
customed  to  exercise  great  suspicioo  oo 
such  matters ;   it  was  their  ooly  pioiee- 
tion,  and  he  could  not  cooceiTe  htov  the 
parties  in  thu  case  coaki  have  beeo  josti- 
6ed   in    the  singular   negiect    thej  bad 
shewn.     So  with  respect  to  tlie  coodoeC 
of  the  Government  ofl&ctak  io  the  Conp- 
troller's  departmenU    The  ooly  ground  of 
justification   the   Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer could  urge  for  his  propotitioo  vos 
the  unpardonable  negligence  of  the  ofln 
ciab.      One    circumstance   showed  that 
very  strikingly — that  some  of  the  forged 
bills  sent  from  the  Bank  to  be  exooiiiied 
had   been  passed  at  the   Exchequer  m 
genuine.    What  had  Lord  Monteagle  and 
his  Assistant-comptroller  stated?     Thai 
the  forgeries  were  many  of  them  not  eveo 
clumsy  imitations  of  his  Lordship's  stgna* 
tore.     What  an  idea  it  gave  of  the  maa* 
ner  of  carrying  on  business  at  the  Ex- 
chequer-office, to  find  that  such  duoMy 
forgeries  had  been  so  carelessly  passed ! 
Sir  J.  Newport,  when  he  was  at  the  office, 
had  taken  sonie  securities  for  the  public. 
He  had  made  it  a  rule  never  to  sign  the 
same  issue  of  bills  at  the  same  time  as 
his  Assistant-comptroller,  whereas  Lord 
Monteagle,  it  appeared,  had  been  iu  the 
habit  of  signing  the  issues  indiscriminalely 
with  his  assistant ;  and  it  seemed,  further, 
that  bills  had  been  signed  io  other  places 
than  the  office,  or  even  the  private  resi- 
dence  of  the  Comptroller ;  eyt  the  com- 
missioners   had   not  asked   where  iheae 
other    places    bad    been.      It   certainly 
seemed  grossly  irregular  that  such  a  mode 
of  transacting  public  business  should  have 
been  followed,  and  with  a  roost  careless 
system  of  registering  merely  from  memory. 
Was  that  a  system  of  which  the  public 
could  approve  ?     He  was  sure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  could  not  and  would  not 
defend  it.     Tlien,  where  was  the  security 
of  the  public  ?     It  appeared  that  an  Act 
of  Parliament  was  passed,  the  38th  Geo. 
.kl.|  directing  thai  certain  pcooiodiop 
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should  take  place  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
amination of  cancelled  Exchequer-bills 
and  the  counterfoils,  as  the  only  security 
for  preventing  frauds.  Sir  John  Newport 
made  out  certain  orders  in  accordance  with 
the  act,  and  the  practice  in  his  office  was 
continued  for  some  time  ;  but  on  the  Pay- 
master of  Exchequer-bills  receiving  an 
order  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury 
describing  the  course  they  were  to  observe 
as  to  the  comparison  of  Exchequer-bills 
with  the  counterfoils,  after  being  cancelled, 
that  Act  of  Parliament  was  unnoticed, 
and  the  paymasters  considered  themselves 
bound  by  the  order  from  the  Treasury. 
The  consequence  was,  that  no  comparison 
took  place  for  many  years,  and  the  asto- 
nishment to  him  was,  that  when  there  was 
to  much  inducement  in  every  way  to  com- 
mit these  frauds,  they  were  not  committed 
much  sooner  and  to  a  much  greater  ex- 
tent. What  was  the  statement  in  the 
report  with  regard  to  Beaumont  Smith? 
It  said  that, 

''Although  the  Act  of  Parliment  directed 
that  the  bills  should  be  compared  with  their 
counterfoils,  as  the  only  means  to  discover 
fraud,  yet  that  the  instructions  from  the 
Treasury  to  the  Paymasters,  by  which  they 
considered  themselves  bound  to  act,  did  not 
point  out  or  allude  to  the  necessity  of  con- 
forming to  the  directions  of  the  act.  The 
practice  of  comparing  the  bills  with  the  coun- 
terfoils had  therefore  been  discontinued  for 
many  years  :  there  was  no  check  on  the  senior 
clerk  (Beaumont  Smith),  the  forger  of  these 
bills ;  he  had  the  sole  direction  of  the  quantity 
to  be  made  and  printed,  the  custody  of  the 
moulds,  the  plates  and  paper  (printed  and  un- 
printed),  of  the  press,  seals,  and  counterfoils, 
as  well  as  the  entire  preparation  of  the  bills. 
Everything  was  in  his  hands  without  any 
check  or  control.*' 

He  should  have  been  very  glad  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  informed  the 
House  what  was  the  course  now  pursued 
in  that  office,  and  what  check  he  had  in- 
troduced against  the  recurrence  of  these 
frauds.  He  was  quite  sure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  find  it  impossible  to 
make  any  check  effectual  if  he  came  for- 
ward, as  upon  this  occasion,  and  paid  the 
money  for  the  forged  Exchequer-bills. 
He  would  assure  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  he  could  take  no  other  course 
for  the  security  of  the  public  than  to  fund 
these  Exchequer- bil Is ;  to  place  the  un- 
funded debt  amongst  the  permanent  debt 
of  the  country.  There  was  no  gain  by 
that  unfunded  debt,  and  although  the 
adfMitage  of  Exchequer-bills  to  the  public 


was  immense,  over-stock  in  Consols  or 
any   of    the   public   funds,   because  the 
holders  of  them  were  always  secure  of  the 
principal,  whereas  in  stock  the  proprietors 
were  liable  to  a  loss  from  the  depreciation 
of  the  market ;  yet,  notwithstanding  that, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  pay- 
ing upwards  of  3  per  cent,  on  Exchequer- 
bills,  whereas,  at  the  market  price  of  in- 
terest he  might  get  his  own  acceptances 
discounted  for  any  amount  he  might  put 
his  name  to  at  2  per  cent.     He  should 
like  to  know  why  it  was  that  the  public 
were  paying  one-third  more  for  interest 
than  an  individual  of  good  credit  upon 
Exchequer-bills  at  the  present  moment. 
It  was  within  a  mere  shade — a  mere  frac- 
tion of  the  interest  paid  upon  3  per  cent. 
Consols,  and  he  found  thJeX  whenever  the 
price  of  money  in  the  market  advanced. 
Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  were  always 
ready  to  give  an  advance  of  interest  upon 
Exchequer-bills ;  but  when  money  became 
cheap  he  saw  no  such  hurry  in  reducing 
that  interest.    At  that  moment  the  pre- 
mium on  Exchequer-bills  was  more  than 
one  year's  interest  upon  them.     He  did 
hope,  then,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  take  this  step  -,  that  he 
would  take  these  Exchequer-bills  out  of 
the  market,  and  if  by  economy  he  could 
not  pay  off  some  of  them,  his  best  course 
was  to  fund  them,  for  otherwise  he  would 
be  called  upon  again  to  pay  forgeries  in- 
finitely more  complete  and  more  deceptive 
than   those  now  in  question.     He   was, 
however,  quite  willing  to  admit  that  the 
holders  of  these  bills,  under  the  circum- 
stances in  which  they  were  placed,  were 
deserving  of  great  consideration,  although 
there  were  circumstances  of  very  great 
negligence  on  their  part  in  not  making 
sufficient  inquiry  and  observation  of  the 
facts  attending  the  reception  of  them. 

Colonel  Sibthorp  should  not  have  tres- 
passed on  the  time  of  the  House  had  he 
not  in  a  former  Session  of  Parliament 
taken  some  part  in  the  discussions  upon 
this  subject.  He  had  never,  as  he  stated 
at  that  time,  held  any  Exchequer-bills,  he 
never  issued  any,  and  he  should  take  very 
good  care  hereafter  how  he  bought  any. 
Though  he  had  not  done  that,  and  therefore 
there  was  no  selfish  motive  on  his  part, 
yet  he  had  heard  with  considerable  satis- 
faction what  had  fallen  from  his  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer. He  thought  that  when  they  looked 
at  the  whole  transaction,  and  inyesUgated 
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tbc  report  tbea  io  tbe  bandi  of  boo.  Mem- 
bers, no  otber  step  coold  bave  been 
adopted  witb  oommon  justice  to  tbe  pob- 
lic,  aod  after  reading  tbe  eridencc  be 
fiouki  go  so  far  as  to  saf ,  ibat  it  was  not 
oolf  tbe  policy  of  tbe  Gorennneot,  bot  it 
was  io  bis  bamble  opioioo  the  legal  rigbt 
of  tbe  parties  bolding  tbese  bills,  that  tbey 
skould  be  paid.  He  agreed,  too,  witb  bis 
rigbt  boil.  Friend  in  tbe  distinctbo  be  had 
iMide  of  tbe  three  classes  of  bills.  But  it 
was  to  be  regretted  —  be  did  not  blaa^  tbe 
present  Goreminent  only,  he  included  in 
it  tbe  late  Gofernoient — that  oar  finances 
were  io  socb  a  lamentable  situation  as  to 
render  necessary  so  large  an  issue  of 
Eacbeqner-bills.  There  was  another  point 
to  which  be  thoogbt  it  his  duty  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Hoate,  aod  that  was, 
that  io  bii  opinion  tbe  noble  Lord  who 
held  at  tbe  time,  aod  still  held,  tbe  situa- 
tion of  Comptroller-general  of  tbe  Exche- 
quer, in  common  justice  to  the  country, 
and  from  tbe  consideration  that  was  due 
to  tbe  people's  pockets,  iliould  make  good 
a  part  of  this  deficiency;  and  that,  altbougb 
tb(B  noble  Lord  held  his  office  by  letters 
patent,  an  bumble  address  should  be  pre- 
seoted  to  her  Majesty  asking  for  tbe  re- 
moval of  that  noble  Lord  from  his  office. 
It  wat  a  responsible  office,  in  which  no 
man  ought  to  be  placed  without  he  at- 
tended to  the  duties  of  it,  aod  yet  io  tbe 
evirlence  it  was  stated  that  the  noble  Lord 
signed  billi,  not  only  at  his  office,  bot  at 
bis  private  residence— sometimes  in  tbe 
morning,  sometimes  at  night :  be  wished 
that  the  noble  Lord's  band  bad  been  as 
steady  when  he  signed  bills  in  the  evening 
as  when  he  signed  bills  in  tbe  morning : 
but,  occasionally  too,  be  signed  bills  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  sent  them  to  bis 
own  private  residence  io  a  common  boi  by 
a  common  messenger.  Think  of  docu- 
ments of  sucb  vast  importance  to  tbe  pro- 
perty of  the  public  being  placed  in  sucb  a 
position  I  So  responsible  an  officer  as  tbe 
Comptroller  •  general  of  the  Exchequer 
ought,  as  was  the  case  in  military  service,  to 
be  made  responsible  for  any  neglect  of  duty, 
and  therefore  it  was  incumbent  on  the  Go- 
vernment to  recommend  to  her  Majesty 
that  the  noble  I^rd  should  be  removed 
from  his  office. 

Mr.  Hunu  wished  to  ask  a  question  of 
tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Exche(|uery  because 
bo  bad  stated  that  he  had  acted  upon  the 
report  which  bad  been  laid  before  the 
llouso.    His  boo.  Friend  tbe  Member  for 


Coventry  bad  nid,  tbat  mmt  pens  of  ibt 
evidence  bad  excited  mocb  sorpriae  ia  tbe 
public  Bsind.  Wby  did  not  tbe  commie* 
sioners  follow  op  certain  questioos  wbick 
would  have  undoubtedly  brougbt  ibrwaid 
great  disclosures  ?  He  uishcd  toask  tW 
Cbancellor  of  tbe  Exchequer,  as  tbe  organ 
of  tbe  Government  in  tbat  House,  whelbcr 
tbey  bad  any  otber  infornaatioa  beyond 
tbat  which  was  embodied  in  tbat  report, 
and  which  ought  to  be  laid  before  the 
House.  They  employed  Mr.  Busk  and 
otber  legal  officers  to  obtain  informatioa 
from  Rapallo ;  tbey  examined  fieaunMMii 
Smitb,  and  obtained  important  ioformu* 
tion  from  bim.  It  was  stated  iu  tbe  de- 
clarations of  Smitb  in  open  cooft,  as  re- 
ported at  tbe  time,  tbat  be  was  not  tkt 
party  who  bad  beoefited,  but  tbat  tbera 
were  otber  and  bigher  persoiu  who  had 
profitted  by  tbe  fraud.  He  wished  Io 
know  whether  tbe  Government  was  wil- 
ling to  lay  all  tbe  information  which  had 
been  acquired  by  their  law  officers  from 
tbe  several  parties,  previous  to  tbe  ooaa* 
miuion  of  inquiry  on  tbe  Table  of  the 
House.  Tbe  public  had  been  surprised 
at  tbe  manner  in  which  the  business  had 
been  conducted,  and  great  suspicion  ex- 
isted on  this  subject*  Rapallo  was  allowed 
to  go  away  without  any  further  inquiry 
whatever,  as  far  as  the  public  were  nc* 
quainted.  He  must  say,  tbat  great  neg- 
ligence appeared  to  bate  existed  in  tbat 
department ;  but  if  be  bad  been  asked 
the  question,  whether  it  were  possible  that 
forgery  could  be  carried  on  in  a  public 
department,  and  in  so  wholesale  a  manner 
for  five  or  six  years,  he  should  have  at  once 
declared  that  it  was  utterly  impossible.  He 
bad  always  thought  that  those  departments 
were  so  regulated  tbat  some  check  or  other 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  prevent  any 
socb  forgery.  But  as  it  bad  occurredv  the 
House  ought  to  have  tlie  fullest  informa- 
tion  respecting  the  fraud.  With  regard 
to  the  claims  before  the  House,  be  could 
not  agree  to  the  distinction  drawn  by  tbe 
Chancellor  of  the  Eichequer.  The  forged 
Exchequer  bill  was  a  document  composed, 
if  he  might  say  so,  entirely  of  materials 
which,  being  issued  by  tbe  proper  Exche- 
quer officers  in  due  form,  every-body, 
looked  to  as  genuine — be  found  tbe  paper 
belonging  to  the  Goveroment  prepared  in 
a  public  office ;  it  was  printed  m  a  par- 
ticular form  that  bad  continued  for  ages  ; 
it  was  issued  by  a  public  officer,  ostei»* 
sibly  the  proper  person  to  do  that  dulj ; 
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a  seal  wat  attached  to  it ;  every  formality 
was  given,  and  importance  attached  to  it 
as  a  national  document ;  and,  he  found 
that  the  signature  might  be  attached  to 
it  by  anybody.  If  that  were  the  case,  of 
what  value  was  the  signature,  as  defining 
the  value  of  that  document  ?  The  seal 
in  reality  gave  the  validity  to  the  docu- 
ment, and  to  that  purchaser  had  always 
looked  ?  He  therefore  could  not  under- 
stand why  a  distinction  as  to  the  com- 
pensation should  be  drawn  because  a  little 
more  or  a  little  less  caution  had  been  ob- 
served by  the  parties  who  had  purchased 
them.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  there 
must  be  something  behind,  something 
secret,  which  they  did  not  find  in  the  re- 
port which  had  led  to  that  decision.  Be- 
fore, then,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, or  any  other  individual,  should  be 
allowed  to  draw  a  line,  and  say  that  this 
and  not  that  document  should  be  paid, 
the  Government  ought  to  supply  all  the 
information  they  possessed  on  the  subject. 
He  was  distinctly  of  opinion,  that  every 
person  who  had  bond  ^de  paid  for  the 
bills,  ought  to  be  compensated,  as  the 
fault  had  been  originally  in  the  Exche- 
quer office,  over  which  the  purchasers  had 
no  control.  It  was  rather  discreditable  to 
the  commissioners  not  to  have  followed  up 
certain  questions  which  must  have  brought 
forward  great  disclosures,  which  we  ought 
to  know  before  we  paid  the  bills ;  and  the 
reason  of  his  (Mr.  Hume)  putting  the 
question  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
qoer  he  had  stated  was,  to  satisfy  the 
poblic  whether  there  was  or  not  any  indi- 
vidual higher  than  Beaumont  Smith  who 
had  connived  at  this  fraud.  His  opinion 
of  the  honesty  of  public  men  in  this  coun- 
try was  too  high  to  allow  him  to  suppose 
that  they  could  be  led  away  from  their 
public  duty  by  money,  or  any  such  cause; 
but  to  satisfy  the  public,  be  would  there- 
fore again  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  had  any  further  infor- 
OMition  on  this  subject  which  he  could  lay 
before  the  House  ? 

Mr.  Roebuck  wished  to  ask  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  a  question  respect- 
ing the  Comptroller  of  the  Exchequer.  It 
appeared  that  the  Comptroller  was  appoint- 
ed by  the  4th  and  5th  of  William  4th,  and 
was  appointed  by  letters  patent,  i^nd  there 
were  these  words  in  the  Act  of  Parliament 
respecting  his  attendance  at  the  office, — 

^  And  the  letters  patent  shall  continue  in 
mc%  during  good  behaviouTi  subject  to  his 


removal  therefrom  by  his  Majesty^  his  heirs  and 
successors,  upon  an  address  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Parliament,  and  subject  to  the  abolition  of 
the  office  by  the  authority  of  Parliament." 

And  then  came  the  words  to  which  he 
wished  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House : 

'^  And  the  duties,  powers,  and  authority,  by 
this  Act  imposed  on  or  vested  in  the  Comptrol- 
ler, shall  and  may,  in  the  event  of  illness,  or  of 
occasional  and  necessary  absence  of  the  said 
Comptroller  from  the  office^  be  executed  by 
such  assistant.*' 

Now  the  question  he  wished  to  ask  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
this«  it  had  gone  out,  he  had  heard  from 
abroad,  he  could  not  say  whether  correctly 
or  not,  that  the  Comptroller  in  this  case 
was  absent  very  nearly  six  monthi,  and  be 
wished  to  know  whether  or  not  a  large 
portion  of  these  forgeries  took  place  du- 
ring the  absence  of  the  Comptroller,  and 
whether  it  were  or  not  an  occasional 
absence,  and  which  could  not  be  Included 
in  the  words  '*  occasional  and  necessary 
absence?**  Because  he  knew  that  the 
word  "and"  was  very  carefully  inserted 
in  another  place.  It  originally  stood  *«  or," 
but  the  word  **  and"  was  put  in  its  place 
to  make  it  imperative  on  the  Comptroller 
to  be  constantly  in  attendance ;  that  he 
should  not  be  absent  except  oq  account  of 
illness  or  that  occasional  relaxation  which 
was  necessary  for  public  men.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  information  he  had  re- 
ceived from  abroad  was  correct  or  not^  but 
he  wished  to  ask  whether  the  absence  of 
the  Comptroller  were  not  an  absence  of 
many  months,  and  whether  it  were  not 
during  that  period  that  a  large  portion  of 
the  forgeries  took  place? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer :  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  asked  me 
a  question  which  is  a  combination  of  n 
question  of  f^ct  with  a  question  of  law. 
As  I  understand  the  question  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  it  is  whether  the 
law  does  not  require  that — [Mr.  Roebuck  t 
I  ask  not  for  the  law,  but  for  the  fact.] 
The  question  is,  whether  the  bills  issued 
and  found  to  be  forged  were  signed  during 
the  absence  of  the  Comptroller  from  Lou- 
don  or  during  his  presence, 

Mr.  Roebuck :  I  must  have  made  my- 
self very  badly  understood  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  The  question  I  put  to 
him  was  this,— whether  or  not  the  forgeries 
which  took  place  did  not  take  place  du- 
ring the  absence  of  the  Comptroller,  which 
abi^nce  extended  to  some  months  7 
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The  Ckamcdlor  of  the  Exchequer :  That 
quettioo  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  answer. 
Wheu  the  forgeries  took  place  I  caonot 
possibly  tell.  When  Beaumoot  Smith 
thought  fit  to  attach  the  sigaature  to  those 
docoments  is  perfectly  uoknown  to  me. 
I  presume  that  it  was  generally  done  about 
the  time  of  issuing  Exchequer- bills,  but  as 
to  that  I  have  no  evidence  whatever. 

Mr.  WUliams:  The  fact  is  stated  in  the 
evidence  that  they  were  exchanged  at  the 
usual  period  of  exchanging  Exchequer- 
bills. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer :  That 
is  admitted  :  but  the  time  when  the  forgery 
was  committed  is  quite  another  thing. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  then  proceeded 
to  say,  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Montrose 
seemed  to  think  that  there  was  some 
great  mystery  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  this  subject — that  they 
were  anxious  for  concealment.  He  could 
only  say  that  no  such  wish  for  concealment 
existed,  and  with  regard  to  the  admission 
of  Rapallo  as  evidence,  that  was  done  on 
the  advice  of  those  who  conducted  the 
case. 

Mr.  Roebuck  asked,  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  aware  whether  or  not  the 
€k>mptroller  of  the  Exchequer  had  been 
absent  at  any  time  for  some  months  to- 
gether ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
he  really  was  unable  to  answer  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  as  to  that  point. 
During  the  time  the  Comptroller  had  held 
his  office  he  had  had  that  reasonable  leave 
of  absence  which  every  roan  in  a  public 
office  did  take  during  the  summer  months, 
but  as  to  the  practice  existing;  before  the 
appointment  of  the  present  Comptroller, 
he  could  not  at  all  speak.  At  the  same  time 
he  expressed  no  opinion  at  all  as  to 
whether  the  inference  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentlemen  were  correct  or  not. 

Mr.  James  desired  to  know  whether  the 
Government  had  taken  proper  precautions 
for  the  prevention  of  the  recurrence  of  such 
a  calamity  to  the  public?  Surely,  some- 
thing ought  to  be  done,  and,  for  his  own 
part,  he  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Coventry,  that  the  best  means  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  evil  would  be  to  fund  the 
Exchequer-bills  altogether. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 

offer   a  few  remarks   in  the  way  of  reply 

to  thevarious  points  that  had  been  raised 

by  different  Members  in  the  course  of  the 

diicussioo.     He  thought  that  the  hon. 


Member  for  Coventry  (Mr.  Williaat)  had 
gone  into  matters  which  had  no  direct  re- 
ference to  the  question  tiefore  the  Howae. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Coventry  tbooght  it 
would  be  better  that  the  issuing  of  Exehe* 
quer  bills  should  be  altogether  abolislMd. 
He  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
thought  that  that  was  a  questioo  thai 
had  better  be  discussed  separately  apoa 
its  own  merits,  than  incidentally  ia  tba 
course  of  a  debate  such  as  the  pieaeot. 
The  hon.  Member  would,  therefore,  fbigife 
him,  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exdieqaer)  if 
he  forbore  from  entering  upon  it  oo  that 
occasion.  The  hon.  Member  for  Coventry 
also  asked  in  common  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cumberland  (Mr.  JaaMa), 
what  precaution  the  Government  had 
taken  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  siniilar 
misfortunes  in  this  department  for  the 
future?  Both  of  these  hon.  Menbett 
were  in  the  House  in  ihe  last  Sessioo  of 
Parliament ;  and  he  should  have  thoocfat 
that  they  would  not  so  soon  have  for- 
gotten, that,  immediately  upon  the  report 
of  the  commissioners  being  laid  npoo  the 
table,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  Parlia- 
ment, making  new  reg^lationt  to  govern 
the  iuue  of  Exchequer  bills.  In  that  act 
(the  5th  and  6th  Victoria,  cap.  66)  the 
hon.  Member  would  find  all  the  precaa- 
tions  laid  down.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Coventry  inquired  whether  the  Govern- 
ment were  aware  of  any  property  belongia^ 
to  Mrs.  Solari  in  connexion  with  theae 
frauds.  His  answer  was,  that  they  were 
not;  but  with  regard  to  Rapallo,  infor- 
mation was  conveyed  to  the  Government 
that  he  had  property  invested  in  the  ni 
of  other  parties,  upon  which  they 
due  inquiry  to  be  made.  The  result  of 
those  inquires  was,  that  the  information 
so  given  was  not  confirmed.  If  the  hon. 
Member  for  Coventry  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  report  that  the  commissionen 
had  made,  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
checjuer)  could  not  hope  that  anything 
that  he  could  offer  would  content  him. 
Upon  the  present  occasion  he  the  (Chan- 
cellor of  the  Eichcquer)  did  not  feel  that 
it  was  necessary  for  him  to  go  again  into 
the  discussion  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Comptmller-(;cneral,  or  of  the  other  offi- 
cers of  the  Exchequer,  upon  which  foil 
discussidn  took  place  in  the  last  Session 
of  Parliament.  He  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer)  had  then  stated  his  feelings 
and  opinions  upon  the  subject.  Those 
opinions  and  feelings  he  did  not  now 
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it  necessary  to  repeat.  He  did  not  at- 
tempt to  conceal  ihat,  from  the  habitual 
confidence  reposed  in  the  individual  who 
committed  the  fraud — from  the  long  pre- 
valence of  the  opinion  that  no  forgery 
could  be  made  in  Exchequer  bills — there 
had  been  for  many  years  a  laxity  in  the 
conduct  of  the  business  in  that  depart- 
ment which  it  was  most  desirable  to 
correct.  For  that  purpose  a  bill,  founded 
upon  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  was 
last  year  introduced,  to  correct  thv^  errors 
which  seemed  to  prevail.  The  regulations 
imposed  by  that  bill  were  strictly  enforced, 
and  would  continue  to  be  strictly  en- 
forced ;  and,  under  these  regulations^  it 
was  impossible  that  a  fraud  of  a  similar 
character  could  ever  again  take  place, 

•Sir  James  Duke  was  anxious  to  make  a 
single  observation,  and  in  making  it  he 
begged  to  be  understood  as  throwing  no 
imputation  upon  the  class  of  gentlemen  to 
whom  the  observation  would  apply.  But 
he  thought  that  the  practice  of  official 
gentlemen  associating  themselves  with 
mercantile  speculations,  which  frequently 
exposed  them  to  great  loss,  was  much  to 
be  deprecated.  Taking  into  account  the 
general  habits  and  education  of  these 
gentlemen,  he  was  sure  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  only  be  doing  them  a  kindness 
by  laying  down  some  lule  to  prevent  such 
a  practice.  He  was  aware  that  Govern- 
ment could  not  prevent  individuals  from 
embarking  their  money  in  any  speculation 
that  they  thought  proper  ;  but  he  thought 
that  steps  might  be  taken  to  prevent  them 
from  becoming  directors,  and  openly  as- 
sociating themselves  in  a  public  capacity 
with  joint-stock  speculations,  which  com- 
monly led  to  great  loss  and  great  embar- 
rassment. He  was  induced  to  make  this 
observation,  and  to  throw  out  this  sugges- 
tion to  the  Government,  from  the  circum- 
stance of  Mr.  Smith,  the  party  in  this  in- 
stance convicted  of  the  fraud,  having 
stated  to  him  in  Newgate,  that  hii  asso- 
ciation with  speculations  of  that  nature 
was  the  first  step  towards  his  defalcation 
and  appropriation  of  the  public  money. 

Mr.  F,  T.  Baring  would  not  detain  the 
House  by  offering  more  than  two  or  three 
words  upon  the  course  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  pursue.  Turn- 
ing for  a  moment  to  the  question  which 
had  been  put  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  below  him  (Mr.  Roebuck),  he 
would  beg  to  refer  that  hon.  and  learned 
Oentlemao  to  some  papers  which  would 


very  probably  answer  his  inquiry.  In  the 
course  of  last  year  certain  papers  were 
moved  for,  at  the  suggestion  of  Lord 
Monteagle  himself,  and  which  would  show 
that  upon  the  occasion  of  all  the  great  ex- 
changes which  took  place  in  the  months 
of  March  and  June,  1841,  Lord  Mont- 
eagle was,  in  every  instance,  present  in 
his  office.  As  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  had 
justly  observed,  it  was  impossible  to  say 
whei)  the  forgery  took  place;  but,  upon 
ail  the  occasions  when  the  bills  were  ex- 
changed, Lord  Monteagle  was  present. 
This  appeared  from  the  return  before  the 
House  ;  and  as  the  point  had  been  ques- 
tioned, he  thought  it  necessary,  in  justice 
and  fairness  to  his  noble  Friend,  thus  to 
remind  the  House  of  the  fact.  The  simple 
question  now  before  the  House  was,  whe- 
ther or  not  compensation  should  be  granted 
to  any  of  the  parties  who  had  suffered  from 
the  forgery  of  Exchequer  Bills.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer)  commenced  with  something  of 
an  apology  for  not  having  again  referred 
the  case  to  a  committee  of  that  House. 
So  far  from  thinking  that  any  apology  was 
necessary  for  the  course  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  adopted,  of  coming 
forward  at  once  with  a  proposition  ema- 
nating from  the  Government  itself,  and 
founded  upon  the  evidence  which  had  al- 
ready been  laid  before  the  House  and  the 
country,  he  thought  that  the  step  taken 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was,  by 
far  the  fairest  and  the  best.  The  House 
of  Commons,  valuable  as  it  was  as  the 
representative  of  the  general  interests  of 
the  empire,  was  not  a  proper  body  to  dis- 
cuss the  claims  of  private  individuals. 
Upon  the  whole  question,  looking  into  all 
the  circumstances  connected  with  it  (how- 
ever much  he  might  feel  the  weight  of 
certain  arguments  which  had  been  in- 
troduced), he  did  not  see  how  it  would 
have  been  possible  for  any  government  to 
oppose  the  claim  of  the  parties  who  had 
suffered  from  these  frauds.  He  was  bound 
to  state  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
stated,  that  the  report  of  the  commission 
had  materially  altered  his  opinion  upon  the 
subject;  and  that  he  did  not  think  it 
would  have  been  possible  to  have  allowed 
all  the  parties  to  have  suffered  under  the 
loss  which  they  had  sustained.  He  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the 
justice  of  satisfying  some  of  the  claims; 
and  upon  the  whole  be  concurred  in  the 
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tmtmiiA  Hmv^ 
4nfm%  M  to  fAuB00t  to 
Aomld  btpmm  9tA  ilK0te  to 
yoMien  u^^A  be  vAmmL 

CfJif/uA  SAikoirp  Mwftinfd,  m  sfiee  of 
«Wt  had  j«t  fjJktt  from  tke  n|s;kc  txm, 
Gemtkmm  o^^miu  <Mr.  F.  Banaf  K  ttta 
fC  «M  waaifeiy,  iipOB  the  Cxe  of  tbe  re- 
pert  b*d  before  ParlBuneDi ,  that  ODe-t&ird 
of  tbe  grotf  aaxMiDt  of  the  EzcMqoer 
MU  MMd  al  the  tJiBe  tbat  u.e  fr»Qdf 
wete  to  tbe  eooise  of  eiecutioo,  «ere 
«pMd  by  Lord  Mooteagle  dario^  coc-at- 
Itodaace  tt  bit  office. 

Mr  F.  fEarni^  bad  addreseed  bit  obcer- 
ntf  ioo  to  the  qoestioos  of  the  boo.  aod 
leemcd  fieDtleman  (Mr.  Roebuck),  as  to 
mhtihti  Lord  Moo  teazle  vaa  io  atteo- 
daoce  or  ikoi — oot  tbe  ^oei tioo  of  wbeiber 
ke  was  aettiallf  in  bit  office  or  hoc 

Mr.  Tmmer  espreatcd  bit  approbatioo 
a#  tbe  coarte  wbich  tbe  rifht  boo.  Gfo- 
daoiao  (tbe  Chaooellor  of  tbe  Excbcqaer) 
propoied  to  take. 

Mr.  E$et>ii  did  oot  ditpote  the  propriety 
and  the  iottice  of  compeotatiDS^  the  iono- 
cent  boldert  of  Eicbequer  Bills,  «ho 
bad  been  espotcd  u>  lots  by  the  culpa- 
bility of  othert.  Bot  there  was  one  point 
opon  which  thit  qoettioo  wat  ttill  placed 
before  the  Houte  and  the  country  ia  a 
wmj  ontatitfactory  light;  and  tbat  onca- 
titlactory  point  waa  tbia— tbat  tbe  whole 
trantactioo  waa  intolfed  in  mist  and  ob- 
searity,  so  that  no  otie  knew  whether  to 
trost  or  to  condemn  a  great  poblic  officer 
of  the  Crown.  Tbe  Houte,  In  fact,  was 
about  to  vote  this  large  turn  of  iKMiey, 
withoot  knowing  who  the  really  guilty 
parties  were,  it  was  right,  howerer,  that 
tbe  innocent  holdert  should  be  compeo- 
satrd,  and  he  should,  therefore,  support 
the  motion  of  tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Es* 
chequer. 

Sir  Thomoi  Wiide  did  not  know  very 
dfttinctly  to  whom  the  obtenration  of  the 
hon.  Oeotleman,  who  had  jutt  tpoken, 
applied  ;  but  he  did  know  Uiat  there  wis 
nothing  whatever  in  the  case  to  which 
such  an  obserration  could  be  justly  appli- 
cable. Where  charges  w«re  made  or 
implied  againit  a  public  officer,  he  thought 
that  it  would  be  more  jutt  (allhough  in 
this  inttance  he  wat  ture  the  hon.  (ien- 
tleman  did  not  intend  anything  unjutt)  to 
make  thotc  charges  the  tubject  of  a  tcpa- 
rate  snd  tp^iHc  motion,  rather  than  to 
introduce  ihem  incidentally  upon  an  oc- 
cation  like  the  present,  when  it  wat  im- 


{COXMOJR} 


qacsra,   bad 

of 
that  had 

\  taken  apco  the  bdb  st  qt  aiiiai  (aa  kad 
i  appeared  from  aii  the  reportt)  aeeaad  lo 
I  bave  beea  th&i — that 
bmfeieif  of  certain  spare 
theets  of  paper,  pcorided  for  tha 
of  Eadieqaer  bdU— that  he 
tpare  theets  by  hxA,  that  aa  ha 
pressed  and  importuned  by  Rapaila 
SoUn,  he  filled  ibea  ap»  aad  that  Imi 
time  to  ubm,  as  their 
he  pwt  the  office  seal  to 
completed  the  genoineneaB  of  their  ap> 
pearaace.  It  farther  appeared  that  the 
larger  portion  of  the  bills 
antecedent  to  the  ezcbaage 
Excheqner-office,  and  that  tha  nhfcct 
which  they  were  iiaoed  was  to 
Rapallo  and  Solari  to  redeem  tha  biib 
which  they  had  pre«ioasly  ii8oed«  aad  an 
prevent  the  presentment  of  ihe  iMfad 
bdls  at  the  Exchequer.  Tbe 
fore,  at  which  the  forgeries 
mitted  could  not  be  tpaofiad 
obvioosly  committed  at  variooa  paciada, 
according  to  the  neceaaitiea  of  tha  partaaa, 
to  enable  them  to  otaet  tha  pafspta 
which  their  specalatioQa  eaiailed  apoa 
them*  It  had  been  said  that  Sasilh  had 
asserted  that  soase  high  paraona  had  oar- 
ticipated  in  the  benefita  aecmiof  mm 
tbe  fraud.  The  hon.  GentleaMUi  wtio  had 
alluded  to  that  rumour  woaki  find  it  vary 
difficult  to  find  such  a  statement  aMde 
any  where  upon  any  thing  like  atuhority. 
He  did  not  think  that  it  eiistad  any 
where.  He  retanied  a  pfctty  accormla  ra* 
collectioo  of  all  that  had  oocorrsd  at  the 
trial,  and  anv  toch  ttatetnent  waa  entirely 
absent  from  his  memory.  In  fact,  ha  wat 
convinced  that  no  tuch  statement  had 
eter  been  made,  or  ever  intended  to  be 
made.  Tbe  parlies  implicated  were  So- 
lari, Rapallo,  and  Smith.  No  imputation 
had  been  cast  upon  any  oue  else.  Whe* 
thcr  thote  pertont  who  were  placed  in  tbe 
fourth  clatt  were  auailiary  to  the  delin- 
quents, or  had  astitted  in  the  frauds,  he 
could  not  venture  to  give  aa  opinion. 
But  with  respect  to  any  other  persons, 
high  or  low,  being  implicated,  tknt  was 
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bringing  this  question  before  you,  and  that 
the  House,  by  consenting  to  go  into  com- 
mittee upon  the  paragraph  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's Speech  which  adverts  to  the  "  de- 
pression of  the  manufacturing  industry  of 
the  country/'  will,  in  fact,  pronounce  its 
opinion  (hat  we  ought  to  take  the  state  of 
things,  thus  brought  to  our  notice,  into 
our  immediate  consideration,  with  a  view 
of  adopting  some  practical  measures  of 
rehef.  This,  I  believe,  will  be  the  effect 
of  the  decision  at  which  we  shall  arrive,  if 
we  determine  upon  going  into  committee. 
Before,  howeter,  I  state  the  grounds  upon 
which  I  ask  the  House  to  come  to  this 
conclusion,  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I  do 
not  bring  forward  this  motion  in  any 
spirit  of  hostility  to  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. On  the  contrary,  I  deeply  regret 
that  they  have  not  themselves  come  for- 
ward and  recommended  to  the  House  a 
perseverance  in  that  policy,  the  principles 
of  which  were  so  ably  expounded  and 
maintained  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
Robert  Peel)  and  the  Vice-president  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Gladstone),  and 
partially  carried  into  effect  by  them  in 
their  measures  of  last  Session.  It  would 
have  been  with  far  greater  satisfaction 
that  I  should  have  supported  with  my 
vote  further  measures  founded  upon  this 
policy  and  brought  forward  by  her  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers,  than  I  now  attempt  (I 
know  how  inadequately)  myself  to  recom- 
mend that  policy  to  the  House.  But^ 
unhappily,  her  Majesty's  Government  have 
not  thought  proper  to  take  that  course 
which  I  earnestly  wish  they  had.  We  have 
learoed,  as  well  by  the  express  declaration 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Robert 
Peel)  as  by  the  absence  of  all  announce- 
ment of  any  remedial  measures  in  her 
Majesty's  Speech,  that  the  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  contemplate  proposing  no  such 
measures  for  our  adoption.  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  is  the  duty  of  an  inde- 
pendent Member  of  Parliament  to  con- 
sider whether  things  can  be  safely  left  in 
this  situation.  I,  for  one,  believe,  that 
they  can  not ;  I  believe  the  situation  of 
the  country  to  be  one  of  the  most  serious 
danger,  in  which  we  are  threatened  with 
evils  which  our  inaction  may  render  over- 
whelming, but  which  we  nevertheless  still 
have  it  in  our  power  to  avert.  Having  this 
conviction,  I  have  thought  it  right,  with 
the  advice  and  concurrence  of  the  friends 
who  sit  around  me,  to  bring  forward  this 
motioDy  and  to  do  my  best  to  induce  the 
VOULXVI.    {2Si} 


House,  by  its  vote  this  night,  to  declare, 
that  in  the  present  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, it  is  necessary  to  make  some  attempt 
to  improve  that  unhappy  state  of  things 
which  at  present  exists.  In  asking  the 
House  to  come  to  this  decision,  it  appears 
to  me  that  what  I  am  called  upon  to  show 
is,  first,  the  existence  of  great  and  general 
distress ;  and  next,  that  the  causes  of  that 
distress  are  such  as  not  to  place  it  alto- 
gether out  of  the  reach  of  legislative  inter- 
ference. Because  I  am  at  once  ready  to 
admit  that  the  House  ought  not  to  assent 
to  the  motion,  or  go  into  the  committee  I 
now  propose,  unless  with  a  view  of  arriv- 
ing at  some  practical  result,  and  unless 
they  are  satistied,  not  merely  of  the  ex- 
istence of  distress,  but  likewise  that  the 
Legislature  can  do  something,  at  least,  for 
its  alleviation.  I  am  aware  that  the  more 
diflBcult  part  of  the  task  I  have  undertaken 
will  be  to  make  out  the  second  part  of  my 
case;  namely,  that  the  causes  of  the  distress 
are  not  altogether  beyond  the  reach  of 
legislative  interference.  Indeed,  as  to  the 
first  part  of  my  case — the  existence  of 
distress — this  is  so  severe  and  general, 
beyond  all  former  example,  that  I  might 
almost  content  myself  with  resting  the 
matter  simply  upon  its  notoriety,  and  upon 
the  admission  of  the  fact  which  her  Ma- 
jesty has  been  advised  to  make  in  that 
part  of  the  Speech  which  has  just  been 
read  at  the  Table.  I  shall,  therefore,  pass 
over  this  part  of  my  subject  as  briefly  as 
possible;  and  will  merely  endeavour  to 
recall  to  your  recollection — I  hope  at  no 
great  length — what  is  at  this  moment  the 
actual  condition  of  the  country.  Let  me, 
then,  remind  you,  that  time  is  now  to 
be  reckoned  not  by  months  but  by  years, 
during  which  the  manufacturing  and 
commercial  interests  of  the  country  (to  use 
the  words  of  her  Majesty's  Speech)  have 
been  in  a  state  of  great  **  depression.*' 
That  distress  which,  in  the  first  instance, 
affected  only  one  great  branch  of  our 
national  industry,  has  lately — as  must 
always,  in  my  opinion,  be  the  case — 
extended  to  all  the  other  great  interests 
of  the  state.  I  believe  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  will  not  differ  from  me  when  I 
state  that  the  present  condition  of  the 
agricultural  interest  is  one  of  great  diffi- 
culty. It  is  suffering  from  a  depression 
of  prices,  arising  from  a  diminished  con- 
sumption of  some  of  the  most  important 
articles  of  agricultural  produce.  The 
consequence  is,  that  the  farmers  are  everjr 
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where  exposed  to  great  difficnttici,  and 
ill  many  placet  those  difficulties  extend 
from  thcni  to  the  agricaitural  lahourers, 
the  reduction  of  whose  wages,  in  various 
parts  of  England,  we  must  all  havo  seen 
announced  in  the  newspapers.  And  even 
where  wages  have  not  bean  reduced*  I 
l>eliovo  there  has  been  almost  an  universal 
scarcity  of  employment,  which  has  been 
too  often  seriously  aggravated  by  the  re- 
turn to  the  rural  districts  of  numbers  of 
men,  who  for  many  years  have  obtained 
iinipio  employment  in  the  great  seats  of 
our  manufacturing  industry.  The  mining 
and  shipping  interests  of  the  country  have 
luoie  than  participated  in  the  general 
pressure.  'J'hey  feel  moro  than  their  share 
of  the  general  distress;  while  the  retail 
traditsnien  and  shopkeef^ers  in  the  metro* 
polis,  and  the  towns  throughout  the  king* 
dom,  are  in  a  similar  condition.  They 
are  at  once  exposed  to  the  difTiculties 
arising  from  the  increasing  weight  of  the 
IMMiri*  rutit,  iind  from  the  falling-otV  in 
their  buiineM  owing  to  the  general  dimi- 
inilion  of  consumption.  In  thu  course  of 
litit  luinnifr  it  had  alreody  l>fCOme'n 
iiiattor  of  no  inconsiderable  difficulty  in 
niuiiy  towns  to  rotlrtH  the  poor  rates ;  and 
lit  tho  vrry  time  wliDn  this  burthen  has 
Imcin  so  frightfully  increasoti,  tradesmen 
liavo  aUo  mitlrriMl  from  a  gieat  diminution 
of  tlutir  biiiiiicss,  a  diminution  which  na- 
turally follows  from  the  reduced  earnings 
ol  the*  working  classi'S,  and  also  from  the 
dintinished  incomes  of  persons  in  the 
higlirr  and  more  wealthy  classes.  Because 
a  large  proportion  of  the  more  wealthy 
classes  cither  directly  or  indirectly  derive 
^  their  incomes  from  sources  depending 
upon  the  prosperity  of  some  branch  of 
the  national  industry,  so  that  they,  also, 
are  now  beginning— and  1  am  afraid  they 
are  only  beginning — to  feel  the  effect  of 
the  present  state  of  things  in  the  reduction 
of  their  incomes.  And  even  those  whose 
incomes  have  not  been  at  once  aifectcd  by 
the  general  distress  have  been  exposed  in 
common  with  others,  to  some  reduction  of 
their  means  by  the  new  and  direct  demand 
made  upon  them  to  meet  the  exigency  of 
the  public  service.  The  consequence  of 
all  which  has  been,  that,  whether  in  the 
lower  or  higher  rankn  of  life  there  is  hardly 
a  family  which  has  not  to  a  greater  or  a 
les»  extent,  been  compelled  to  practMc 
economy,  lo  retrench  some  fornuT  ex- 
pense, and  to  give  up  some  liixnry  to 
'    *cb  they  have  l>een  accustomed.     The 


result  upon  the  whole  hat  been  t  verj 
great  diminution  of  the  expenditoic  on 
which  depends  the  basinets  of  the  imka 
men,  the  artisans,  and  the  thopkeepefi  bv 
whom  the  coosomptioo  of  the  cosatfj  it 
supplied.  Such,  I  believe  to  be  a  aoat 
unexaggerated  statemeot  of  the  aetaal 
condition  of  the  country,  in  vbich  twetj 
branch  of  industry  and  every  claat  of  oo* 
ciety,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowetC,  mn 
in  various  degrees  laboaring  ooder  difi- 
culty  and  distress.  And  now.  Sir,  h  I 
do  not  wish  to  go  into  details,  at  I  UB 
anxious  to  avoid  them  as  far  at  it  pracCae- 
able,  knowing  that  I  shall  hare  to  trouble 
the  House  longer  than  I  with,  in  atteoipt- 
ing,  as  I  think  I  ought,  tu  make  good  tbe 
general  description  I  have  given  of  tbe 
condition  of  the  country,  b^  tome  facta 
relating  to  particular  places,  I  will  oootcvt 
niyself  with  referring  very  shortly  to  wbat 
I  have  ascertained  to  Iw  the  present  cos* 
dition  of  the  important  town  I  have  tbe 
honour  of  representing,  and  of  the  coaatt 
with  which  I  am  most  closely  connected. 
Since  1  have  given  notice  of  this  molioa, 
a  great  deal  of  information  hat  beea  aeot 
to  me  from  various  quarters;  accoantaof 
distress  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to 
the  other,  of  the  most  appalling  character, 
have  reached  me :  but  I  think  it  better  Co 
leave  it  to  other  gentlemen  to  state  tbe 
local  circumstances  of  the  placet  tbej  !«• 
present,  and  confine  myself  strictly  to  tbe 
large  town  1  myself  represent,  and  witb 
the  county  with  which  1  am  mott  cloaely 
connecte<l.  With  respect,  then,  to  tbe 
town  of  Sunderland,  I  have  taken  aooie 
pains  in  endeavouring  to  ascertain  ita 
actual  condition ;  and  having  written 
upon  the  subject  to  gentlemen  on  wboae 
accuracy  1  have  the  most  perfect  reliance, 
I  have  obtained  information  which  I  be* 
lleve  to  be  entirely  trustworthy.  I  need 
not  tell  hon.  Members  that  the  town  of 
Sunderland  is  mainly  dependent  upon 
those  two  great  branches  of  our  national 
industry— the  coal  trade  and  shipping. 
The  building  and  navigation  of  ships  aiid 
the  trade  in  coals  have  Ijeen  the  chief 
supfiort  of  that  town.  In  the  first  place, 
with  respect  to  the  coal  trade,  the  state* 
ment  I  have  received  is,  that  tbe  coal 
trade  is  in  a  deplorable  state.  When  the 
present  engagements  (which  are  for  a 
year)  ex|Nre,  there  must  tn*  a  reduction 
both  of  the  numlMr  of  pitmen  employed 
and  in  the  an:ount  of  their  waees.  I  may 
observe  in  explanation  of  this  statement. 
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that  the  hewers  and  underground  workmen 
engaged  in  raising  coals  are  generally 
hired  by  the  year,  which  engagements  will 
terminate  on  the  5th  of  April ;  and  unless 
some  great  change  previously  takes  place, 
on  the  5th  of  April  there  will  be  a  consi- 
derable reduction  both  in  the  number  of 
men  employed  and  in  the  amount  of  wages 
paid.  I  ought  to  add,  as  hon.  Gentlemen 
may  not  be  aware  perhaps  of  the  fact,  that 
the  common  a^^reement  in  the  collieries  in 
the  north  of  England  is,  that  each  man, 
during  the  year  for  which  he  is  engaged, 
shall  have  at  least  a  certain  number  of 
days*  employment  in  a  fortnight.  If  trade 
is  brisk  an  increased  amount  of  work  is 
given ;  if  not,  only  that  stipulated  for  by 
the  agreement.  Now,  the  proprietors 
already  allow  their  men  only  the  minimum 
number  of  days  which  the  agreement  re- 
quires; and,  as  I  have  stated,  unless  a 
favourable  change  should  occur  before  the 
5th  of  April,  a  reduction  will  then  take 
place.  Then,  with  respect  to  the  work- 
men employed  above  ground  — the  carpen- 
ters, blacksmiths,  and  all  other  persons 
employed  about  the  collieries — all  these 
were  reduced  from  Saturday  the  4th  of  the 
present  month,  both  in  the  rate  of  wages 
paid,  and  the  number  of  days  of  employ- 
ment, they  being  now  employed  ten  days 
io  a  fortnight  only,  instead  of  the  full 
number,  making,  of  course,  a  very  serious 
diminution  in  their  earnings.  The  pro- 
prietors, not  having  it  in  their  power  to 
continue  to  them  the  same  extent  of  work, 
had  tht  alternative  of  turning  off  one- 
sixth  of  their  hands,  or  making  the  reduc- 
tion I  have  stated.  It  was  considered 
most  for  the  interest  of  the  persons  em- 
ployed that  the  reduction  should  be  made 
in  the  manner  I  have  mentioned.  This 
information  I  have  derived  from  one  very 
large  establishment;  but  my  informant 
tells  me  that  the  same  thing  has  taken 
place  in  several  other  large  establishments 
in  the  county  of  Durham,  which  ship  their 
coals  from  the  Wear,  and  that  he  has 
reason  fo  believe  that  it  will  be  very 
general  throughout  the  coal  districts.  I 
now  come  to  another  great  branch  of  trade 
carried  on  at  Sunderland.  I  am  told  that 
in  1840  ship  carpenters  received  from  30s. 
to  33s.  a  week.  Those  now  employed 
receive  only  from  18s.  to  21s.  a  week,  and 
several  have  left  the  town  for  royal  or 
other  ship-building  establishments,  where 
Sunderland  shipbuilders  are  generally  pre- 
ferred, owing  io  tlieir  character  for  ability. 


Many  have  gone  to  sea  at  sailors'  wages, 
whereas  three  years  ago  they  could  with 
difficulty  be  procured  at  20s.  a  month 
more  than  common  sailors'  pay.  The 
wages  of  other  classes  in  the  town  have 
declined  in  much  the  same  proportion. 
Two  years  ago  there  were  ninety  chain- 
makers  in  full  work,  now  only  thirty-one  are 
employed  and  these  only  two  days  a  week, 
or  one-third  of  their  time.  It  may  fairly 
be  said  that  one-half  to  two-thirds  less  is 
paid  in  wages  than  two  years  ago.  It  it 
impossible  that  the  working  classes  can 
suffer  to  such  an  extent  without  their  em- 
ployers suffering  also  in  a  corresponding 
degree.  The  statement  furnished  to  me  says 
that  in  the  year  1839,  there  were  eighty 
shipbuilders  in  the  port  of  Sunderland^  of 
whom  thirty-six  have  failed  to  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  320,000/. ;  Bve  have  de. 
clined  business,  leaving  only  thirty-nine 
out  of  the  eighty  who  now  continue  that 
branch  of  trade.  Twenty  merchants  and 
chain  and  anchor  smiths  have  failed  to  the 
aggregate  amount  of  100,000/.  A  great 
number  of  grocers,  publicans,  and  others 
have  failed  to  a  large  amount  of  which, 
no  account  can  be  obtained.  There  are 
in  the  High  Street  alone  from  forty  to 
6fty  shops  unoccupied,  in  consequence  of 
the  greatest  part  of  the  previous  tenants 
having  become  insolvent.  To  this  state- 
ment is  added  a  fact,  which  is  very  re- 
markable, as  showing  the  maoner  in  which 
this  distress  exinting  in  large  towns,  seri* 
ously  affects  the  agricultural  community. 
The  quantity  of  meat  sold,  as  stated  by 
ths  butchers,  was  not  more  than  one-half 
in  1842  to  what  itwa>in  1841.  Now,  let 
me  confirm  this  representation  of  the  dis- 
tress of  the  town  by  stating  what  is  the 
present  condition  of  Sunderland  with 
respect  to  the  poor-rates.  This  subject 
was  mentioned  a  few  days  ago  by  my 
hon.  Friend,  the  Member  for  North  Dur« 
ham,  and  I  believe  what  he  then  said 
was  pretty  nearly  accurate.  The  borough 
of  Sunderland  consists  of  three  parishes ; 
the  parish  of  Sunderland,  the  parish  of 
BishopWearmouth,  and  the  parish  of  Monk 
Wearmouth.  The  first  parish  is  inhabited 
chiefly  by  the  working  classes,  and  the 
rates  during  the  last  six  months  have  been 
at  the  rate  of  18s.  in  the  pound  per  an- 
num on  two-thirds  of  the  rack  rent,  the 
actual  amount  for  the  whole  year  has  been 
1 7s.  S^d.  In  Bishop  Wearmouth,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  comprise  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  wealthier  classes,  the 
Q2 
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poor-rate  has  been  odIj  As.  4(f.  io  the 
pound  per  anoutn  on  two-tbirdf  of  the 
rack  rent,  while  in  Monk  Weannouth  the 
rate  was  I2s.  in  the  pound  per  annum  on 
two-tbirds  rack  rent.  This  large  aoaouni 
of  rating  it  in  itself  a  very  frightful  state  of 
thiop.  But  I  think  a  more  correct  view 
may  be  obtained  of  the  destitution  and 
miser?  exisiin?  In  the  town  of  Saoderland, 
bT  a  statement  of  the  sum  actuallv  ex- 
pended  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  dif- 
ferent years.  I  liave  such  a  statement 
before  me  of  the  amount  given  for  relief 
only  (exclusive  of  all  other  charges)  in 
each  of  the  vears  from  1837  to  the 
present  time.  I  will  not  trouble  the 
House  with  this  detailed  account;  I  will 
only  state  that  the  amount  so  expended 
iu  the  whole  union  in  1 837  was  7fi3.jL 
that  from  that  time  it  progressively  in- 
creased until  it  amounted,  in  184*2,  to 
14,232/.  being  somewhat  more  than  dou. 
ble  the  sum  which  only  six  years  previ. 
ously  had  been  expended  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor.  But  this  is  not  all.  Even  this 
large  sum  expended  for  relief  has  been 
found  inadequate  to  meet  the  pressure  of 
distress  in  that  town.  In  consequence  of 
which  the  more  wealthy  inhabitants, 
although  not  well  able  to  afford  it,  suffer- 
ing as  they  have  themselves  been  from 
the  state  of  trade,  have  been  compellrd 
to  subscribe  a  sum  amounting  to  2,lU'2l., 
besides  giving  away  from  800  to  1000 
tons  of  coals,  to  relieve  the  existing  dis- 
treu.  Such  is  the  state  of  things  in 
Sunderland,  and  yet  I  believe  that  Sun- 
derland affords  bv  no  means  one  of  the 
worst  examples  of  the  suffering  which 
DOW  prevails  in  many  of  our  large  towns. 
Instances  of  greater  suffering  and  siill 
more  severe  distrecs  might,  I  t>elieve,  be 
produced  from  other  places.  Because, 
although  undoubtedly  Sunderland  has  to 
complain  of  having  been  peculiarly  af- 
fected by  that  very  impolitic  tax  whirh 
was  last  Session  imposed  upon  the  export 
of  coal  (the  consequences  of  which  have 
already  be  suench  as  to  afford  ground  fur 
believin'^  that  its  mischievous  effects  will 
exceed  all  that  were  anticipated  from  it). 
alihoun:h  that  measure  has  tn-en  to  Sumler. 
landaspeciala{:graviftionof  ihegcnerdMis- 
trt'4S  exislini;  there  ;  yet  on  the  oiht  r  hatid, 
it  is  true  that  the  branch  of  industry  in 
which  the  inhabitants  are  mainly  en<;aged 
being  the  coal  trade,  and  coal  brine  alnio^l 
a  necessary  of  life,  the  demand  lor  thai 
article  is  not,  certainly,  affected  nearl\  so 


soon  as  the  demand  for  many  other 
modities;  the  distress,  therefore,  ia  the 
north  of  Englaod  did  not  comineoee  ao 
early  as  in  some  other  parts  of  the  floutrj. 
At  this  moment  the  conaamptioo  of 
coals  in  London  hat  not  mateiiiUj  hHem 
off;  and  Sunderland  producing  the 
coal,  a  large  part  of  which  is 
for  the  London  market,  of  coune  that 
town  is  to  some  extent  len  aiiujj 
affected  by  the  general  dcprewioo  of 
trade  than  several  other  places.  Bot 
1  think,  even  in  Sunderland,  f  have 
made  out  a  case  of  distren  which  it  well 
worth  the  most  serious  consideratioo  of 
this  House.  Now  having  taken  one  laige 
town  engaged  in,  and  mainly  dependent 
upon,  our  shipping  and  mining  indostrj, 
1  wish  next  to  refer  to  the  state  of  n  freai 
agricultural  county.  I  have  written  to 
several  gentlemen  in  the  county  of  North* 
umberland,  to  aaceruin  what  the  lenl 
state  of  things  is  in  that  county;  and  I 
am  happy  to  nave  it  in  my  power  to  taj 
that,  upon  the  whole,  from  the  tUteflMots 
I  have  received,  things  seem  to  be  in  a 
much  less  unfavourable  state  there  than  I 
have  seen  them  in  country  papen  de* 
scribed  to  be  in  other  parts  of  England. 
The  statements  I  have  received  are  lo  the 
effect  that  the  farmers  are  beginning  to 
be  very  seriously  distressed ;  that  the 
low  price  of  meat  affects  them  very  se- 
riously. They  carry  on  firming  opoD  mm 
improved  modern  system,  upon  which 
great  reliance  b  placed  upoD  live  stock. 
The  falling-off  in  the  value  of  stock  has 
affected  them  seriously.  In  spite  of  every 
circumstance  which  ought  to  have  made 
at  this  time  dear  meat,  it  is  known  that 
there  has  been  a  very  great  falling-oir  in- 
deed  in  the  value'  of  stock.  [i#ear, 
from  Mr.  Liddell.]  Yes,  there  is  every 
circumstance  which  ought  lo  have  made 
meat  dear.  [  Hear^  Aear,  from  the 
same  hon.  Member.]  The  hon.  Member 
seems  to  deov  that  statement;  bul  in  the 
iiorth  of  England,  at  all  events,  I  can  say, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  since 
the  vear  182f>,  there  never  has  been 
known  a  lime  when  so  little  grass  was 
::ruwn  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
[//rar.  hear^  from  the  same  hon.  Mem- 
ber.] The  hnn.  Member  does  not  see 
that  the  necessary  effect  of  a  deficiency  of 
food  for  cattle  ought  to  be  to  make  fat 
cattle  very  expensive.  Is  it  not  obvious 
that  ihi«  woulil  have  been  the  natural  re- 
sult uf  the  want  of  hay  and  straw,  and  of 
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the  circumstance,  that,  in  many  parts  of 
the  country,  the  turnip  crop  has  also  been 
very  seriously  affected  ?  [^Hear,  hear, 
from  the  same  quarter.]  I  perfectly  un- 
derstand the  cheer  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  North  Durham.  He  means 
that  a  deficiency  of  hay,  straw,  turnips, 
and  other  food  for  the  winter,  must  have 
had  the  effect  of  depressing  instead  of 
raising  the  price  of  stock.  Why  no  doubt, 
Sir,  in  the  autumn  it  would  do  so,  but  the 
more  the  price  of  cattle  was  affected  by  a 
scarcity  of  food  in  autumn,  which  made 
the  farmers  bring  their  cattle  prematurely 
to  market,  the  more  reason  should  we 
have  to  expect  that  the  price  of  fat  stock 
would  be  high  now.  The  scarcity  of  the 
means  of  fattening  cattle  in  the  winter 
ought  to  have  insured  to  those  farmers 
who  had  the  means  of  feeding  their  stock, 
a  high  price  for  it  at  this  season,  but  such 
is  not  the  fact.  I  have  information  upon 
which  I  can  place  the  utmost  reliance,  to 
this  effect,  that  even  cattle  that  were 
bought  extremely  cheap,  in  consequence 
of  the  state  of  things  m  September  and 
October  last,  are  now,  after  being  fat- 
tened on  turnips,  selling  in  the  markets 
at  prices  giving  little  remuneration  to  the 
farmers.  That  is  the  state  of  things,  and 
it  seems  to  me  clearly  proved,  that  it  is 
owing  to  a  diminished  consumption  of 
meat.  When  you  are  told  that  in  such  a 
town  as  Sunderland,  the  consumption  of 
butchers'  meat  has  fallen  off  more  than 
one- half  in  the  course  of  one  year — can 
any  one  be  surprised  at  this  state  of 
things  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir 
R.  Peel)  need  not  defend  himself  from 
the  charge  of  having  given  us  too  great  a 
boon  in  the  reduction  of  the  price  of 
meat,  by  allowing  the  introduction  of 
foreign  cattle.  I  shall  never  for  a  moment 
countenance  the  absurdity  of  supposing 
that  the  introduction  of  some  three  or  four 
thousand  head  of  cattle  into  this  country, 
can  have  had  any  effect  upon  prices  here. 
But  I  beg  pardon  of  the  House  for  having 
been  led  into  details  (which  I  was  anxious 
to  avoid)  by  the  cheer  of  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Durham.  I  was  at- 
tempting to  give  an  account  of  the  actual 
state  of  the  county  of  Northumberland. 
Hitherto,  I  believe,  notwithstanding  the 
difficulties  of  the  farmers^  the  pressure  of 
distress  has  not  fallen  much  upon  their  la- 
bourers. Work  is  somewhat  scarcer  now 
than  it  usually  is,  but  there  has  not  been 
any  fery  perceptible  reduction  in  wages 


except  in  a  few  instances.  In  one  or  two 
places,  I  have  heard  that  there  has  been 
some  reduction  in  the  wages  of  agri- 
cultural .labour,  but  it  has  not  been  so 
generally.  This  may  be  accounted  for 
from  the  fact,  that  large  capitals  have  been 
vested  in  farming  in  the  county  of  North- 
umberland; the  cultivation  of  the  land 
there  has  been  carried  on  upon  a  great 
scale,  and  farmers  having  had  some  fa- 
vourable years,  they  are  better  able  than 
elsewhere  to  bear  the  first  pressure  without 
suspending  employment,  and  thereby  im- 
mediately bringing  the  consequences  of 
change  of  circumstances  to  bear  heavily 
upon  the  working  classes.  But  symptoms 
are  already  apparent  that  the  working 
classes  amongst  the  agriculturists  cannot 
long  escape  from  their  share  of  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  times.  The  farmers  are  be- 
ginning to  find  difficulty  in  finding  the 
means  of  paying  their  spring  rents,  and  it 
is  impossible  that  the  labourers  should  not 
now  suffer.  Already  the  wholesale  houses 
complain  that  they  cannot  obtain  payment 
as  formerly  from  the  small  shopkeepers, 
and  the  drapers  and  others  in  country 
towns,  who  have  experienced  a  very  per- 
ceptible reduction  of  their  business.  1  am 
also  told  that  although  the  farm  labourers 
have  not  yet  generally  suffered,  in  a  great 
measure  no  doubt,  owing  to  the  admirable 
system  of  hiring  the  principal  farm  ser- 
vants by  the  year,  and  paying  them  partly 
in  kind,  yet  that  all  the  artizansand  handi- 
craftsmen connected  with  agriculture  have 
severely  felt  the  depression — blacksmiths, 
carpenters,  wheelrights,  masons,  plasterers, 
and  others,  have  found  greater  scarcity  of 
employment  than  hitherto.  This  painful 
state  of  things  has  been  mush  aggravated 
in  various  localities  by  the  number  of 
workmen  who  have  returned  to  rural  dis- 
tricts, having  been  no  longer  able  to  find 
occupation  in  the  towns.  I  beg  to  read, 
from  a  gentleman  upon  whom  every  re- 
liance may  be  placed,  a  short  statement 
upon  this  point,  and  also  as  to  the  rapid 
increase  of  the  casual  poor,  which  is  mainly 
owing  to  the  failure  of  employment  in  the 
manufacturing  districts.  After  stating 
some  circumstances  to  which  I  have  just 
adverted,  he  proceeds  as  follows  : — 

**  A  want  of  employment  seems  to  be  more 
felt  hereabouts,  amongst  that  class  of  artizans 
— masons,  joiners,  and  plasterei-s — than  among 
agricultural  labourers.  Many  of  such  who 
found  employment  in  the  large  towns  are 
thrown  back  tipon  the  country,  and  the  demand 
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I  believe  b;  do  memna  an  unfaviMnUc  «i- 
imple,  oTthe  naie  of  the  country.  I  ikmk 
1  ■m  jaMified  in  ujiof  ibat  tlic  dimcw 
(which  is  re^nred  to  ia  her  MaieMy's 
Speech  in  tenu  which  miBoal  aeca  lo 
implj  that  the  right  hoo.  fiiiiili»<«  o^ 
posiie  conceire  ii  to  be  confiasd  to  Iha 
manufacluriog  portion  of  the  kingdoa,)  » 
wide  tpread  and  almoit  nnireraal.  I  nj 
that  I  am  jstiiGed  io  auoming  thia  fad, 
and  the  mote  lO  when  I  look  at  thm 
fallin|-ofi  in  the  revenue,  to  whick  ibt 
Goveinmeal  has  tfaought  it  r%ht,  ia  lk> 
excrciae  of  what  I  ttiisk  a  foaad  diacfetioa, 
to  direct  the  attenlion  of  PaHiaaeat.  I 
do  not  feel  equal  to  engage  in  aaj  niaata 
eiamination  of  the  slate  of  the  revcawe. 
but  1  may  aoiice  one  branch  wb>ch  baa 
always  been  considered  lo  afford  the  beat 


for  thoae  in  the  conntij  being  also  radoced, 
Many  of  them  are  idle,  and  sufferiDg,  I  fear, 
•onsidenUe  privationi.  Though  not  living 
happily,  in  a  maDnbcturing  district,  the  dis- 
Itess  lind  desiitotioD  which  prevail  in  the  ma- 
aafactonng  parti  of  the  country  are  painfully 
manifMted  t^  the  sboals  of  beggar*  who  w 
found  on  onr  roads  aad  infeiting  our  houiea. 
Not  the  old  daii  of  mendicants  at  ali ;  but 
whole  families,  or  groups  of  families,  hardly 
covered  by  their  miteraUe  ragi,  and  suSeriiiK 
from  cold  and  hanger.  Wandering  from  place 
In  place,  with  hardly  a  hope  of  finding  work, 
and  many  of  them  begging  their  way  back  to 
the  place  from  whence  they  came,  more  broken 
down  in  health  and  hope,  aiid  more  destitute 
of  clothing  than  when  they  left  it.  However 
deierraiued  one  may  be  not  to  encourage  beg- 
ging, it  is  impossible  to  look  oa  the  wrelched- 
■Mtt  which  m  this  way  presents  ilsclfruiiuy 
limes  a  day  without  coninbuiing  to  iii  relief 
from  the  purse,  the  lairler,  or  the  wardrobe. 
The  land  seems  filled  wiih  miserable  beingi, 
for  whom  it  ha*  no  use,  and  whose  inpport 
only  serves  to  impoverish  tliose  a  htilc  above 


Thii  increase  in  the  Qumber  of  casual 
poor  aeems  a  remarkable  sjmpturn  of  pre- 
Talenl  distreas.  I  have  described  North- 
uoberlaDd  as  in  a  better  condition  ihao 
tome  other  counties,  and  it  ought  coiise- 
qtientlj  to  feel  the  evil  of  casual  poor 
proportionably  less  than  it  is  felt  elsewhere ; 
but  such  does  not  appear  to  be  the  case 
In  the  Alnwick  uoion  there  has  been  a 
large  increase  of  the  casual  poor,  who  have 
been  relieved,  and  i  wish  especially  lo  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  ihi*  slarllmg 
fact— that  without  looking  back  further 
than  the  year  1841  (itself  a  year  of  great 
preaaure)  this  charge  has  increased  in  a 
moit  remarkable  degree;  in  1641  ilienmn' 
ber  of  casual  poor  relieved  w 
while  in  the  year  just  cloaed  the  number 
amounted  to  no  fewer  than  3,ti5J,  or 
dotible  what  it  had  boen  in  184).  I  am 
■orry  to  add,  thai  the  evil,  instead  ofdi- 
miDishing,  seemH  at  this  moment  lo  be  on 
the  increase:  in  ihe  current  quarter,  the 
number  of  cases  of  casual  poor  rcli-^ved 
exceeds  thai  of  any  former  quarter,  even 
of  the  year  which,  as  1  have  said,  presented 
double  the  number  of  eases  of  the  ye^r 
184],  When  only  half  the  '(uartcr  had 
expired,  730  casual  poor  had  been  relieved, 
while   (he  heaviest  quarter   of 


idieation  of  the  condition   of  ibe   neat 
body  of  Ihe  people.     Of  courae  I  aflBda 


1611  t 


v3+l  : 


the  quarter  should  be  in  pmpuiilun  lo  it 
Brsi,  the  increase,  as  ihe  Hou*;  wll  pi' 
ccive,  will  be  ciiurmous.  Ilatinc  ihi 
taken  one  great  town,  and  one  a|;i 


to  the  excite ;  and  I  find  that  in  tba  f 
ending  the  5th  of  Jaoou;  last,  as  cam- 
pared  with  the  year  ending  tba  £th  of 
January,  1842,  there  waa  a  falkng-of  of 
not  less  than  1,173,000/.  la  Un  kM 
quarter,  as  compared  with  the  corrcqwad- 
ing  quarter  of  the  former  year,  the  defi- 
ciency was  717,000^  1  know  that  en  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  explain  tbii  Mala 
of  things  ill  two  ways.  It  baa  bees  said 
that  a  considerable  effort  was  made  at  Ibc 
close  of  1841  lo  diminish  the  babocet  in 
the  hands  of  the  collectora  of  tbe  acise, 
and  that  the  revenue  of  that  year  wm 
therefore  appaiently  swelled  :  it  was  beace 
argued  that  it  was  not  fair  to  Biakc  a 
coinpaiitun  between  the  excise  tvveniie 
of  a  year  ur  of  a  quarter  in  which  ifaera 
ilicved  was  1 ,82(i,  had  been  such  extraordinary  receipts,  aad 
■  hat  of  a  year  or  quartet  of  only  ordiuarj 
receipt.  I  va  unable  lo  say  how  far  ibia 
explanaiion  may  or  may  not  be  Just ;  I 
have,  therefore,  thought  that  the  beat  leU 
of  the  trulh  might  be  obiaioed  by  goitf 
back  a  year  fariher,  and  by  asceriaiaiag 
uliat  was  the  amount  of  levenoe  in  tbe 
quarter  ending  the  :ith  of  January,  IMI. 
The  sum  then  received  was  4,016,000/., 
while  ibc  amount  in  ilie  quarter  citding 
5ih  January,  18-13.  was  only  J,O32,0O0^, 
shuwiiig  a  delii-icncy  of  l^'.t4,U0<W. :  a  sum 
year  I  equal  very  nearly  to  ONe-fourth  of  tbe  whi>lc 
i-eiiiii:  derived  finm  the  excise  in  tbe  cor- 
'pondiin*  quarter  only  Iwo  yeati  before. 
ic  ulliit  Circumstance  adduced  to  ac» 
uiii  tut  Ihe  dcticienry  is  Ihai  which  was 
tiitiiiioned  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 


county  u  an  cumplc,  aud  upon  ihv  whole  |  llobcit  I'cd)  on  a  former  nigbi.   lie  md* 
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that  the  barley  crop  ia  1841  was  deficient, 
particularly  in  quality,  aad  that  this  had 
occasioned  a  considerable  defalcatioa  in 
the  malt  duty.  But  make  whatever  allow- 
ance you  will  on  this  account,  still  I  think 
the  House  will  agree  with  me  in  saying, 
that  the  fact  that  in  two  years,  in  spite  of 
an  increasing  population,  there  should 
have  been  a  falling^off  to  this  extent  in  the 
excise  in  Great  Britain  (for  the  return  I 
hare  quoted  does  not  include  Ireland,  and 
therefore  no  allowance  is  to  be  made  for 
the  effect  produced  either  by  the  new 
taxes  or  by  the  temperance  movement  in 
that  country),  I  say  the  fact  that  in  Great 
Britain,  in  two  years,  there  has  been  a 
falliug-ofF  of  nearly  one  quarter  of  the 
whole  amount  of  a  branch  of  revenue  de- 
pending on  the  consumption  by  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  of  articles  which  long 
habit  has  rendered  to  them  rather  the  ne- 
cessaries than  the  comforts  of  life,  is  a 
fearful  proof  of  the  extent  to  which 
misery  and  destitution  must  have  pre- 
vailed. Let  me  ask  the  House  to  re- 
flect on  the  degree  of  suffering  which 
roust  have  been  endured  before  such  an 
effect  was  produced  by  a  forced  economy. 
Daily  observation  may  leach  us  that  to 
submit  to  a  forced  economy  is  painful  in 
every  rank  of  life  j  even  the  wealthier 
classes  feel  acutely  the  sacrifices  imposed 
upon  them  by  a  diminution  of  their  means: 
it  is  not  without  some  degree  of  suffering 
that  under  the  pressure  of  a  straitened  in- 
come they  forego  what  are  avowedly  lux- 
uries and  indulgences  which  may  well  be 
spared,  but  to  which  they  had  long  been 
accustomed.  But  if  even  sacrifices  like 
these  are  painful,  what  must  be  felt  by  the 
working  man  under  the  hard  necessity  of 
reducing  his  humble  expenditure  ?  Think 
what  it  must  be  to  such  a  man  to  be  forced 
gradually  to  surrender  the  few  luxuries 
and  the  comforts  to  which  he  has  been 
used,  to  be  compelled  to  give  up  his  beer 
and  tobacco,  to  find  that  tea,  coffee, 
sugar,  butter,  can  no  longer  form  part  of 
the  daily  meals  of  himself  and  his  family, 
nay,  that  bread  itself  is  becoming  a  luxury 
be  can  no  longer  afford,  and  that  its  place 
must  to  a  greater  and  greater  extent  be 
taken  by  some  inferior  description  of  food, 
to  see  his  wife  and  children  falling  into 
lags  and  daily  pining  under  the  privations 
to  which  they  are  forced  to  submit ;  worst 
of  all,  to  have  to  endure  the  corroding 
anxiety,  the  withering  of  hope  in  his  heart 
which  be  must  feel,  as  week  after  week, 


and  day  after  day,  his  situation  becomes 
worse,  till  the  time  of  utter  destitution  ap- 
proaches, and  absolute  starvation  stares 
him  in  the  face.  It  is  of  sufferings  such 
as  these  felt  by  thousands  of  families  of 
those  of  our  working  population  who,  not 
long  since,  were  well  fed,  and  well  clothed, 
and  well  paid ;  it  is  of  sufferings  still  more 
acute  now  endured  by  those  who,  even  in 
prosperous  tiroes,  earned  little  more  than 
a  mere  subsistence,  that  we  are  told  by 
the  figures  which  inform  us  of  the  falling- 
off  in  the  excise,  it  is  the  existence  of  such 
a  mass  of  misery  as  this  which  is  meant 
by  the  diminished  consumption  to  which 
reference  is  made  in  her  Majesty's  speech. 
I  may,  perhaps,  be  told,  that  great  as 
the  distress  is  admitted  to  be  on  both  sides 
of  the  House,  we  may  now  hope  that  we 
have  passed  the  worst ;  that  some  symp- 
toms of  improvement  may  now  be  detected, 
some  signs  of  the  revival  of  trade  and  of 
the  datvning  of  more  prosperous  days ;  if 
I  am  not  mistaken,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Session,  such  an  opinion  has 
been  expressed  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 
Sir,  I  earnestly  hope  that  this  opinion  may 
prove  correct,  I  most  fervently  pray  for 
the  fulfilment  of  this  anticipation  of  im- 
provement; but  at  the  same  time  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  fOrget  that  towards  the 
close  of  last  Session,  when  the  subject  of 
the  distress  of  the  country  was,  as  I  think, 
most  properly  brought  before  the  House  by 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Greenock 
(Mr.  Wallace),  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
used  almost  precisely  the  same  language* 
I  cannot  forget  that  his  words  then  were 
almost  the  very  same  as  those  he  has  now 
employed,  and  that  his  anticipations  of 
improvement  then  were  founded  upon 
signs  of  its  approach  not,  I  fear,  more 
uncertain  than  those  on  which  he  now 
relies.  I  cannot  forget  that  since  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  used  that  language,  in 
spite  of  the  almost  unexampled  mildness 
of  the  season,  which  in  the  present  situa- 
tion of  the  country,  must  be  looked  upon 
as  a  mercy  for  which  we  cannot  be  too 
thankful,  since,  had  the  winter  been  severe, 
the  misery  of  our  distressed  population 
must  have  been  incalculably  aggravated— 
in  spite,  I  say,  of  that  mildness  of  the 
season,  for  which  we  ought  to  be  so  grate- 
ful to  Providence,  the  winter  has  been 
one  of  the  deepest  and  most  general  dis- 
tress. The  anticipations  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  of  coming  improvement  may  agaip 
fail  to  be  realized — certainly  the  improve* 
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ment  has  not  yet  exteoded  to  the  working 
classes,  oo  the  contrary,  the  statement  1 
have  already  read  to  the  House   shows 
that  only  ten  days  ago,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Sunderland,  there  took   place  an 
additional  reduction  of  the  wages  of  the 
#iorkiog  classes.    The  distress,  therefore, 
continues  with  unabated  seventy  among 
the  labouring  classes,  and  1  cannot  avoid 
expressing  my  conviction  that  we  have  no 
right  to  expect  that  there  will  be  any  per- 
manent improvement  in  their   condition, 
unless  Parliament  will,  at  length,  consent 
to  interfere  and  endeavour  to  remove  some 
of  the  causes  of  their  distress.     Let  me 
add,  that  it  has  already  been  of  far  too 
long  continuance,  and  that  it  cannot  be 
longer  endured  without  extreme  danger 
to  the  institutions  and  to  the  peace  of  the 
country.     I  wish  to  touch   lightly  on  this 
delicate  subject,  but  I  cannot  help  remmd- 
ing  the   House  that  it  has  already  had  a 
warning  upon  this  subject  in  the  disturb- 
ances of  last  summer.     [Chcen  from  the 
Ministerial  bene he$],     I  know  the  mean- 
ing of  that  cheer,  but  I  will   not  be  pro- 
voked to  enter  into  an  argument  as  to  the 
causes  of  thoie    disturbances.      For  my 
part,  I  believe  in  the  justice  of  an  obser- 
vation made  by  a  distinguished  historian, 
mhosa  recent  loss  wc  have  to  deplore,  that 
the  great  mass  of  mankind  is  so  consti- 
tuted, that  they  are  rarely  led  to  feel  seri- 
ous political  discontent   unless  they    are 
suffering  under  the   pressure  of  physical 
want  ;  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  timc^ 
in  which  physical  want  is  long  and  st-vcrely 
felt,  arc  almost  invariably  marked  by  poli- 
tical excitement,  and   by  signs  of  the  pre- 
valence in  men's  minds  of  discontent  with 
the  institutions  under  which  they  live,  and 
of  a  restless  dL'fi ire  of  change.     I  believe 
this  remark   to  be  no   less  true  than   it  is 
important    in  the   present    state    of    this 
country ;    and  the  eminent  historian  has 
also,    I   think,  correctly  traced   the  fact 
whirh  he  brings  to  our  notice,  to  an  in- 
sliiictive  feeling  of  mankind  which  teaches 
them  (hat  poverty  anrl  privation  cannot  be 
general  and  severe  without  being  in  some 
manner  owing  to  the  faults  of  the  govern- 
ing |>owcrs.     Nu  doubt  this  instinct  has 
bein  planted  in   men*s  hearts  as  a  check 
on  the    faults  and  fullies  of  their  rulers ; 
for  it  is  irnposfible  to  look  upon  the  world 
around  u** — to  observe  in  what  rich  abun- 
dance  the   {goodness  of  our  Creator  has 
placed    within  our   reach   the    means  of 
supplying  all  our   wants — without  being 


coDvioced   thai  it   was  DOt    Hit   iDlea- 
tioD    that   the  cooditioD   of   any  of   Hit 
creatures    should    be    one    of   suftriog 
and  privation,    and    that    if    we    6od  ik 
to  be  so,  it  must  be  because  thej  do  noC 
know  how  wisely  to  use  His  gifts.     I  do 
not  mean  to  coDteod  that  occaskmal  vin- 
tatioDs  of  Datiooal  distress  can  be  mvertled 
by  human  prudence ;  it  may  enter  into  the 
wise  designs  of  Providence,  that  no  people 
should  be  entirely  exempt  from  such  visi- 
tations, though  even  these,  i  believe,  oMy 
generally  be  traced  to  men's  own  Iblliet 
or  wickedness;  be   this,   however,  as   ic 
may,  I  can  entertain  no  donbc  whatever 
that  the  permanent  condition  of  oor  nee 
was  not  meant  by  our  Creator  to  be  other* 
wise  than  one  of  comfort  and  abanduioe. 
Whenever  we  Bnd  it  the  reverse  we  maj 
rest  assured  that  it  is  because  men  do  no! 
avail   themselves   as   they  ooght  of   the 
goodness  and  bounty  of  Providence,  whose 
gracious    designs   for    their  welfare   are 
thwarted  by  their  own  perversity.     Soch 
being  my  6rm  conviction,  I  think  that  the 
mere  fact  of  the  long  continuance  of  dia* 
tress   in    the  country  of  itself  affords  a 
j  strong   presumption  that  there  must  be 
something  wrong  in  its  social  organizatioD. 
When  I  see  that  industry,  frugality,  aod 
prudence  cannot  secure  to  men  blessed 
with   health   and   strength   a   competent 
share  of  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of 
life,  and  that  this  has  now  been  the  caae 
for  a  considerable  length  of  time-*I  can- 
not resist  the  inference  that  such  a  condi- 
tion of  things  can  only  be  accounted  for 
by  the  fact,  that  there  is  some  fault  in  oar 
laws  or  social  arrangements  which  Par- 
liament is  calle<l  upon  by  its  interpositioa 
to  remedy.     This  is  a  conclusion  at  which 
I  think  it  would   not  be  unreasonable  to 
arrive,  from  the  mere  fact  of  the  long  coo 
tinuance  of  distress,  but  it  is  supported 
also  by  other  considerations.     If  there  be 
not  something  amiss  in  the  condition  of 
society — something  that  jars  and  is  out  of 
order  in  the  working  of  the  political  ma- 
chine— why  is  such  distress  esperienced? 
Do   we  not   possess  all  the    advantages 
necessary   to   make   us   a   happy  and   a 
pro>perous  nation  ?     Has  our  soil  lost  its 
t'crtility  (     Have  we  not  had  a  season,  6ne 
almost  beyond  example,  a  harvest  which 
her  Majesty's  Government,  at  all  events, 
consider  to  have  been  one  of  more  than 
ordinary  abundance?     Have  we  lost  that 
immense  accumulation  of  fixed  capital  in 
public  and  private  works  of  utdiiy  by 
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which  this  country  has  been  long  so  re 
markably  distinguished  ?  Has  the  perse- 
vering and  intelligent  industry  of  our 
population  failed  us,  or  the  energy  and 
enterprise  of  our  capitalists?  Why,  then, 
with  all  the  elements  of  wealth — with 
everything  that  should  make  a  country 
prosperous — is  every  branch  of  industry 
labouring  under  difficulties,  and  every 
class  of  society  suffering  from  distress? 
Surely  there  must  be  some  reason  for  this 
unhealthy  state  of  affairs,  and  that  reason 
it  ought  not  to  be  beyond  our  reach  to 
ascertain.  It  is  universally  felt  thai  some 
explanation  of  our  unhappy  condition  is 
required,  and  many  different  ones  have 
accordingly  been  offered ;  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  House,  to  some  of  these  I 
will  now  very  shortly  advert.  In  the  first 
place,  I  cannot  help  observing,  that  some 
years  ago,  when  the  distress  of  the  country 
was  a  frequent  subject  of  discussion,  our 


debates  used  chiefly  to  turn  on  the  expe-  ^relief  from  diminished  taxation.     There  is 


had  not  then  been  augmented  ;  but  when 
I  speak  of  taxes,  let  me  guard  myself  by 
saying,  that  I  include  only  those  taxes 
which  are  bond  Jide  imposed  for  the  pur- 
poses of  revenue,  and  not  those  heavy 
burthens  imposed  upon  us  in  the  form  of 
duties,  not  for  the  sake  of  raising  revenue, 
but  for  other  objects,  and  with  other  views 
of  policy  or  expediency.  Looking  only  to 
revenue  taxes,  I  will  fairly  avow  my  own 
opinion,  that  in  proportion  to  its  means 
this  country  is  more  lightly  taxed  than 
any  kingdom  in  Europe.  The  load  of 
taxation  is  no  more  than  the  nation  is  per- 
fectly able  to  carry ;  and  I  may  add,  that 
with  the  exception  of  the  impolitic  taxes 
of  the  last  Session,  and  of  one  or  two 
others  to  which  objection  may  be  taken, 
the  revenue  of  the  country  may,  upon  the 
whole,  be  considered  to  be  derived  from 
unexceptionable  sources.  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, look  for  any  permanent  or  material 


pediency   of  a  change  in   the  currency, 
which  a  considerable  number  of  Gentle- 
men very  ardently  advocated,  contending 
that  a  more  liberal  issue  of  paper  would 
be  a  certain  remedy  for  all  the  difficulties 
under  which  we  laboured.     Happily  we 
have  lived   to  see  this  opinion  fall  to  a 
great  discount,  and  I  need  the  less  at- 
tempt to   answer  it,  because  the  subject 
cannot  be  left  in  better  hands  than  those 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  as  a  remarkable 
correspondence,  recently  published,  has,  I 
apprehend,  fully  demonstrated.     I  believe 
I  may  say  that  there  are  very  few  Mem- 
bers now  in  the  House  who  are  not  (irmly 
persuaded,  that  instead  of  improving  our 
situation,  we  should  only  aggravate  all  its 
evils,  if  we  should  now  be  so  unwise  as  to 
give  up  that  first  and  most  indispensable 
requisite  of  prosperity  to  our  commerce,  a 
certain   measure  of  value   and   a  secure 
medium  of  exchange.     If  we  want  to  see 
the  effects  of  such  a  mistaken  policy,  we 
have  only  to  look  to  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic.     I  may,  therefore,  reject  the  no- 
lion  that  the  state  of  the  currency  is  the 
cause  of  distress.     The  next  opinion  to 
which  I  would   refer   is  one   which  was 
formerly  more  advocated  than  at  present, 
viz.,  that  the  pressure  of  taxation  is  the 
cause  of  the  prevailing  sufiering.    It  seems 
to  me  that  the  answer  to  this  position  is  as 
simple  as  it  is  conclusive.   I  am  not  aware 
that  the  commencement  of  distress  was 
at  all  marked  by  an  increase  of  taxa- 
tion :  I  believe  that  the  national  burthens 


another  opinion  which  has  several  advo- 
cates out  of  doors,  although,  until  I  ob- 
served a  notice  which  has  been  given  by 
an  hon.  Member,  I  own  I  did  not  expect 
to  see  it  brought  forward  in  this  House. 
I  allude  to  the  notion  that  all  our  distress 
proceeds  from  what  is  called  over-specula- 
tion, over-production,  aad  over-extension 
of  the  use  of  machinery.  Although  this 
doctrine  has  found  one  Gentleman  at  least 
to  advocate  it  within  these  walls,  I  am 
satisfied  that  it  will  receive  little  counte- 
nance here ;  certainly  none  from  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir  R.  Peel),  who, 
last  Session,  on  introducing  his  measure 
for  the  alteration  of  the  Corn-law,  appears 
to  me  to  have  taken  a  perfectly  correct  view 
of  the  subject.  When  speaking  of  over- 
production, over  speculation,  and  of  the 
sudden  extension  of  machinery,  he  said, 
that— 

'^  Coincident  with  general  prosperity,  there 
might  exist  in  particular  dislncts  the  severest 
partial  distress.'' 

I  believe  in  that  sentence  the  right  hon . 
Baronet  stated  the  truth  upon  this  subject 
most  accurately.  I  see  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  partial  and  temporary  distress 
may  result  from  over-speculation,  and  the 
sudden  introduction  of  new  machinery; 
but  I  confess  for  my  own  part,  that  I  can 
only  understand  the  words  over-specala- 
tion  and  over-production  when  they  are 
applied  to  a  disproportionate  and  unwise 
production  of  some  particular  commodity 
or  class  of  commodities.    I  am  at  a  loss 
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to  understand  how  aoy  nation  can  suft'er  i  mittee  appointed  to  inquire  into  ihe  dia. 

from  too  great  abundance  of  everything  -  tress  in  Paisley,  will,  1  fear,  afford  oon- 

which  it  requires  to  consume.     Can  we  '  vincing  proof  that  Scotland  bears  her  fall 

have  at  once  too  much  food,  too  many    share  of  the  existing  sutfiering;  bat  ibcra 

clothes,  and  too  much  of  all  the  different    has  been  no  change  of  Poor-laws  ia  S 

articles  of  comfort;  or  how  can  an  abun-  •  land  ;  they  there  remain  what  thej 

danco  of  all  that  is  required  to  supply  '  a  few  years  ago,  when  that  coaatry  pie- 

their  various  wants  be  an  injury  to  the  '  sen  ted  a  striking  example  of  an  iado^ 

working  class  of  the  community  ?     In  like    trious,  prosperous,  contented,  and  orderly 

manner  the  introduction  of  new  machinery    population.     If,  therefore,  the  evils  are 

may  for  a  time  aflfecl  injuriously  particular '.  common  to  both  countries,  and  thechaagt 

bodies  of  workmen  ;  but  if  you   look  at    in  the  Poor-law  only  applicable  to  oac« 

the  effects  of  new  machinery  on  the  coun-    we  see  clearly  that  the  charge  that  this 

try  as  a  whole,  if  you  look  to  its  general    new  measure  is  the  cause  of  distress  canoot 

and  permanent  resulis,  it  is  inconceivable    be  well   founded*     Another  delusioo  of 

how  an  extension  of  the  use  of  machinery    much  the  same  kind  is  that  of  aitribating 

can  have  any  other  tendency  than  that  of  *  the  suflerings  of  the  working  classes  to  tba 

increasing    the    power    of   industry,    of   niggardliness  of  their  employers.     1  have 

making  a  given  amount  of  labour  produce    observed  (in  common,  1  have  no  doabc, 

a  larger  quantity  of  articles  useful  or  ne-    with  many  other  Gentlemen )  with  feelings 

cessary  to  the  community,  and  thus  in- 1  of  indignation,  the    attempt   which   has 

creasing  the  share  of  these  articles  which  ;  been  made  in  certain  quarters  to  excite  or 

each  individual  in  return  for  his  labour  ;  forster  in  the  minds  of  the  working  daaaes 

may  hope  to  obtain.     For  this  reason  I  .  the  dangerous  delusion  that  it  is  in  the 

cannot   understand  how  over-speculation    power  of  the  masters  to  give  better  wages 

and  over-production  can  be  the  occasion    if  they  thought  proper,  and  that  it  is  to 

of  more  than  very  partial  and  temporary    their  selfishness  and  inhumanity  that  the 

distress.     When  distress  becomes  general    sufferings  of  those  beneath  them  are  to  be 

—  when  you  can   no  longer  detect  any    mainly  attributed.     A  complete  answer  to 

symptoms  of  its  arising  from  the  dispro-    this  notion  is  furnished  by  the  undoabled 

portionatc  increase  in  the  production   of  i  fact  that  the  masters,  the  whole  class  of 

particular  articles — this  explanation  ceases  |  capitalists,  are  suti'ering  their  full  share  of 

to  apply,  or  to  throw  any  light  upon  the  :  the  present  distress.     The  Gazettes  of  tlie 

condition   of  the  country ;    nay,  more —  last  two  years,  and  the  melancholy  list  of 

looking   to   what   the  condition    of  this  j  failures  they   contain,  together   with  the 

country  actually  is,  it  seems  to  me  a  pal-  I  unnaturally    high    price    of    the    fands, 

pablc  absurdity,   not  to   say  a   heartless ;  showing  the   low  rate  of  profit  and  the 

mockery,  to  tell  the  working  classes  uho    ditHculty  of  safely  employing  capital  even 

are  suffering  so  severely  from  the  want  of   at  this  low  rate,  suficicntly  establish  the 

food,  of  clothing,  and  of  all  the  comforts    fact,  that  the  masters  are  not  less  sufferers 

and  luxuries  they  used  to  enjoy,  that  it  is    than  the  workmen.     I  ihiuk  this  circam- 

to  the  too  great  abundance,  to  the  needless  ,  stance  deserves  the  most  serious  attention, 

profusion  in  which   all  these   things  are  >  as  it  is  at  once  the  most  unfavourable  and 

produced  for  their  use  that  thoir  dithcul-  .  formidable  symptom  in  the  present  state  of 

tics  are  really  to  be  attributed.     Others    the  country,  and  as  ii  throws  the  strongest 

have  said,  that  the  existing  distress  is  oc-  j  light  on  the  cause  of  the  existinfic  distress. 

ca<>ioned  by  the  new   Poor-law,  and  the  \  What  I  allude  to  is  that  you  have  at  one 

lion.  Member  who  has  given  notice  of  Ins    and  the  same  lime  an  extremely  low  rate 

intention    to  move   the  amendment,    re-    of  prutiis,  a:id  an  extremely  low  rate  of 

fernng  to  over-prod uctijn,  is  a  supporter  '•  wa^cs  :  tiiat  is,  that  the  whole  produce  of 

of  this  dogma  also.     The  present  is  not  |  iudu>try  is  tuo  small  to  adbrd  sufficient 

the  tit  opportunity  for  discussin^  the  policy  ,  rcinuacration  to  those  amo:ig  whom  it  is 

of  the  new  Poor-law;  but  1  mavsav,  that .  d:viut:J;  that  the  whole   return  obtained 

the  ai:;ument  which  M«ks  to  establi>h  any    fro:u  the  cm^«lo%:ucnt  cf  capital  and  la- 

cuti  Ilex  ion  tictwcon  that  measure  and  iho    Ivur  :s  so  small,  that  the  «hares  both  of 

prcik'iit  distress,  seems  to  me  enlnely  w    the  worKiii  -  mc:i  on  ihc  o:ie  side,  and  of 

fall,  for  the  simple  season ,   th.it  tlie  e«il%    the    ea^'^:aii9t  cu  iLe  clher,  are  reduced 

uf  which  wc  complain  are  felt  as  »iivmu  >     t^^  >o  low  a  )>ok;i,   as  u   bo  vcarcely  con* 

io  NooUand  as  &u  LugUuJ.    The  com*  |  luublc  witti  ihc  loag  couiiauauce  uf  the 
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process  of  production.   This,  Sir,  is  a  most 
dangerous  symptom  ;  and  I  think  it  is, 
also  a  most  instructive  one.     If  the  low 
rate  of  proBt  and  of  wages  is  admitted 
(and  I  think  it  can  hardly  fail  to  be  so) 
to  be  the  cause  of  the  distress  which  we 
suffer,  it  will  lead  us  into  the  right  track 
to  trace  its  causes.     If  I  ask  any  gentle- 
man no  matter  of  what    opinions,  why 
wages  are  so  low,  and  why  profits  are  so 
small,  the  ready  and  universal  answer  will 
be,  that  it  arises  from  the  intense  compe- 
tition which  takes  place ;  this  is  the  reason 
why  the  class  both  of  labourers  and  of 
capitalists  are  in  distress,  why  the  wages 
of  the  one  are  depressed,  and  why  the  pro- 
fits of  the  other  are  at  a  ruinously  low  rate. 
We  all  know    that   in   every    branch  of 
industry,  in  every  walk  of  life,  there  are 
symptoms  of  this  intense  competition.    Is 
there  a  piece  of  work  to  be  done  ?     There 
are   generally   two  men  who  offer  when 
there  is  only   sufficient  employment  for 
one.     If  a  gentleman  engaged  in  one  of 
the  liberal  professions  is  about  to  retire 
from  business,  there  are  half-a-dozen  com- 
petitors to  supply  his  place.    If  there  is  a 
safe  opportunity  for  the  advantageous  in- 
vestment of  money,  either  in  trade  or  by 
way  of  mortgage,  there  is  ten  times  more 
money  offered  than    the  sum  required. 
Whenever  an  opening  is  offered  for  the 
employment,  either  of  capital,  or  of  labour 
skilled  or  unskilled,  a  host  of  competitors 
appear  to  contend  for  it.     The  existence 
of  this  intense  competition  is  universally 
admitted.     If,  then,  this  is  the  fact,  to 
what  are  we  to  attribute  it,  except  to  the 
circumstance  that  there  is  not  sufficient 
field  for  the  employment  of  the  rapidly 
increasing  capital  and  population  of  this 
country.     If  it  be  admitted  that  competi- 
tion is  the  direct  and  immediate  cause  of 
the  low  rate  of  wages,  and  of  profits,  and 
of  all  the  evils  thence  arising,  it  seems  to 
me  equally  clear,  that  this  intensity  of 
competition  is  itself  the  result,  or  rather 
the  symptom  and  conclusive  proof  of  a  de- 
ficiency in  the  field  for  the  employment  of 
capital  and  of  labour.    It  is  this,  therefore, 
which,  I  contend,  is  at  the  bottom  of  the 
difficulties  under  which  we  are  suffering, 
and  in  order  to  relieve  them  what  is  really 
required,  is  to  extend  the  field  of  such 
employment;  itisio  the  making  of  new 
openings  for  the  employment  of  capital 
and  of  labour,  that  all  our  attention  ought 
to  be  directed.    If,  Sir,  I  have  thus  far 
established  the  case — if  our  great  object 


ought  to  be  to  find  out  how  the  field  for 
employing  capital  and  labour  can  be  ex- 
tended, the  question  at  once  forces  itself 
upon   the  mind,  is  not  this  field  unfor- 
tunately   narrowed,    and    confined,   and 
cramped  by  artificial  barriers  and  restric- 
tions!    Are  there  no  such  barriers  and 
restrictions,  the  simple  removal  of  which 
will  produce  the  effect  we  desire  ?  I  main- 
tain, Sir,  that  there  are,  and  upon  this 
point  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  rest  the 
whole  of  the  case  which  I  am  submitting 
to  the  House.     I  say  that  my  main  object 
is,  to  show  that  the  natural  field  for  the 
employment  of  capital  and  labour  is  nar- 
rowed, cramped,  and  confined  by  artificial 
restrictions  and  barriers,  which  it  is  in  your 
power  to  remove.   And  how  do  I  make  out 
my  case  ?     I  say,  in  the  first  place,  that 
there  are  laws  on  your  statute  book,  placed 
there  for  the  especial  purpose  of  restrain- 
ing importations  from  foreign  countries  ; 
they  do  not  do  so  incidentally,  this  is  not 
an  unwished  for  but  inevitable  result  of 
measures  having  some  other  scope  and  ob- 
ject, such  as  that  of  raising  revenue.  No ; 
those  laws  were  passed,  and  are  still  main* 
tained  for  the  express  purpose  and  with 
the  intention  and  design  of  restricting  and 
narrowing  the  importation  of  many  dif- 
ferent articles  from  foreign  countries,  and 
they  are  successful  in  the  object  they  pro- 
pose.    It  is  notorious,  that  if  these  laws 
were  repealed  or  modified  to-morrow,  there 
would  be  a  large  increase  in  the  importa- 
tation  from   foreign  countries  of  various 
commodities,  and  especially  of  that  article 
which  forms  the  staple  food  of  the  people. 
Nay,  the  Gentlemen  who  oppose  any  re- 
laxation of  these  restrictions,  rest  their 
whole  case  upon  the  flood  of  imported 
articles,  which,  they  say,  would  rush  in 
and  overwhelm  us,  if  these  barriers  were 
removed.    I  have  a  right,  then,  to  assume, 
that  if  these  restrictions  were  taken  away, 
we  should  largely  increase  our  importa- 
tions from  foreign  countries.     The  next 
and  most  material  step  in  my  argument 
is,  that  such  an  increase  would,  at  once, 
set  in  motion  to  the  same  extent  the  in- 
dustry of  the  country.    [Dissent  from  the 
Ministerial  bejiches.']     I  perceive,  by  the 
marks  of  dissent,  that  this  assertion  is  dis- 
puted by  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
side.    Allow  me,  therefore,  to  call  in  a 
witness,  who  ought,  with  them  at  least, 
to  have  very  high  authority.     During  the 
discussions  on  the  tans'  last  year,  in  the 
I  course  of  the  debate  oa  the  [mtroduction 
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of  (oni%n  cattle,  tbe  right  boo.  Geo  tie-  ;  cAber  coBBodtfjet,  becaaie,  fior  aD 
mziif  i^«e  Vjo&'Freudeot  of  t^ie  Ek«rd  of  (<»«&  of  ciide  ^pvd  or  lilver  are 
Tnfit,  while  ibowib^,  witrj  jreat  abiiitj  commod.ueft  Ike  anj  oi'^eii  tbcy  kai 
and  with  triBDphant  tu^ieriority  of  ar^-  do  sopenoritj  ever  acj  otiwr ;  a 
neot,  a^bithis  frieodi — if,  indeed,  ihej  '  co&trarj,  perhaps,  beyood  what  is 
are  sull  his  friecdi  who  sit  behibd  bioi —  •  cieot  as  carreocj  to  asord  a  tdwM  of 
the  fotilitj  of  the  objections  to  the  aieasore  |  eichaop,  g:old  and  idvcr  are  aaore  cicia- 
be  propoaed,  expressed  himself  io  the  fol-    sivel j  aniclea  of  loxary  thaa  alaoai  aaj 


knriDg  terms  >- 

**  Suppose  ihki  T/jSy/i  heafi  cf  cattle  «ere  to 
b«  aoDualiy  lOtported,  tuch  importauoo  wofild  ;  Lis  ^oods  to  other  coontries  vithoal  ob- 


others  we  import.     I  iheo  nv,  that  if 
individual  merchaot  cannot  afford  to  aeiid 


produce:  but  %  ^maii  effect  -^pob  ihe  pncei  of  |  tain.DZ  a  retora,  what  is  true  of 

meat,  but  it  »o«:d  create  kD  imy^r.  ir-de  lo  '  ^KaDl  indindunliv  is  true  of  aU  oar  M 

ibe  amouLtof  halfamiii.onofmooey-a  :raie    ^j^^^,^  collecUselT,  and  of  the  cowtry 

whKii,  in  it*  iiature,  would  iei*d  by  a  imootJu  j        ,    ,        .^   .     - '      ..        .  ' 

aod,  Jnder  ordinai;  circuaj^unce/,  a  ceri.ir.;  I  »  wboie,-ttat  a  trading  counlrf  CMi 
though  a  gradual  course  of  operation,  to  pro-  |  *°^'«    '<>  C'pwl  ccmmodities  to   toreigB 
duce  ao  export  trade,  \u  ret'jru  of  4Q  e«^ual  '  conniries  if  in  sooie  shape  or  other  it  does 


amourit;  which  wo'iH  coainoaie — \a  did  ooi 
sajr  in  a  moment — but  ib  t>ie  couth:  of  jear« — 
to  an  increased  demand  for  employment  and 
Ubour/' 

I  now  appeal  to  the  right  hoD.  Geotle- 
nan,  and  I  beg  leave  to  ask  him  whether, 
if  this  argumebt  holds  good  with  respect 
to  foreign  cattle,  it  mus?  not  equally  bold 
good  with  respect  to  foreign  coffee,  to 
foreign  sugar,  aud  to  foreign  corn  ?  If 
the  importation  of  cattle  to  the  value  of 
half  a  million  from  foreign  countries  would 
create  am  export  trade  to  that  amount,  and 
give  additional  employment  to  the  industry 
of  this  country,  I  ask  if  five  times,  or  if 
fen  times  that  amount  of  imporutioti  of 
the  articles  I  have  mentioned  would  not 
also  create  a  corresponding  amount  of  ex- 
port trade,  and  would  not  have  a  similar 
efiiect  in  increasing  the  employment  of  in- 
dustry and  of  capital.  This  is  a  plain  ques- 
tion, to  which  I  am  particularly  anxious  to 
hear  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  answer. 
I  conterid,  that  if  his  argument  it  good  as 
applied  to  the  introduction  of  cattle,  it  is 
equally  so  with  respect  to  all  other  com- 
modities ;  and  I  am  convinced,  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  right :  hit  argu- 
ment IS  unanswerable ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  our  export  trade  is  measured 
and  limited  by  our  import  trade.  This 
appears  capable  of  being  made  out  by 
the  ordinary  principles  of  common  sense 
and  of  reason.  I  ask  how  an  iudivi- 
dual  merchant  could  prosper  if  he  were 
to  export  commodities,  and  were  to  have 
no  return  ?  It  would  not  be  the  wav  to 
get  rich,  but  a  speedy  and  certain  road  to 
ruin  and  the  dazettc.  And  here  I  msv 
retiiark,  to  prevent  any  cavil  which  may 
be  raised,  that  it  is  perfectly  immaterial 
whether  the  return  be  in  gold,  lilfcri  or  lo 


not  receive  from  those  coon  tries  iaporta 
in  return  And  what  holds  good  with 
respect  to  os  holds  good  with  respect  lo 
other  countries  aUc.  If  we  cannot  alfixd 
to  export  to  them  witbovt  a  return,  they 
cannot  afford  so  to  export  to  ns.  Fnaoe 
cannot  send  us  her  brandies  or  her  wines; 
Poland  cannot  send  ns  her  com,  wilbo«l 
in  some  shape  or  another,  reoeifiog  a 
return.  It  is  verv  true  that  the  retara 
may  often  be  indirect ;  it  is  perfectly  pos- 
sible that  Germany  or  France  may  be 
unwise  enough  to  exclude  our  nuBelK- 
tures,  an'l,  as  a  ccn sequence,  must  reocive 
payment,  not  by  direct  exports  from 
hence,  bi:t  by  British  manufactures,  sent 
from  Brazil  or  China  to  pay  for  the  tee, 
the  sugar,  or  it  may  be  the  bullion,  by 
which  our  debt  to  them  is  to  be  adjusted* 
By  some  indirect  means,  if  we  did  not 
interfere  with  what  was  no  concern  to  as« 
our  merchants  would  not  be  slow  to  fiod 
out  means  of  payment.  I  say,  then,  that 
it  is  consistent  with  comoxMi  sense  to 
suppose  that  our  export  trade  must  be 
measured  by  our  import  trade;  and  1  say 
further,  that  the  fact  that  it  is  so  is  con- 
firmed by  experience.  I  ask  you  whether 
the  Brazilian  merchants  could  not  rcoeife 
more  of  your  goods  if  they  had  the  aeaos 
of  payment  r  I  ask  w  hether  the  United 
States  could  not  take  a  far  larger  share  of 
our  produ  tions  if  they  had  larger  means  of 
making  us  returns  ?  Allow  me  to  support 
this  statement  by  the  evidence  of  a  gen- 
tleman whose  authority  ought  to  stand 
very  high  in  the  House,  of  a  gentleman 
who  unites  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
[irinciples  and  tht>ory  of  commerce,  with 
their  practical  application  —  !  allude  10 
my  hon.  Frit-nd  the  .Member  for  Inverness, 
and  1  am  sure  that  the  House  will  agree 
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with  roe,  that  it  is  impossible  to  name  a 
person  more  competent  to  give  an  opinion 
or  evidence  as  to  a  fact  relating  to  trade 
more  completely  to  be  relied  on.  On  the 
motion  of  the  Member  for  Greenock,  last 
year,  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  In- 
verness, after  having  shewn  in  detail  that 
we  could  afford  to  export  most  of  our 
manufactures  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  other 
countries,  summed  up  his  statement  by 
saying,  that 

<*  lie  thought  he  had  shewn  by  these  exam- 
ples that  the  present  distress  in  this  country 
was  not  caused  by  the  successful  competition 
of  other  nations.  This  was  an  important  point 
to  establish.  We  were  distressed,  not  because 
our  prices  were  too  high,  but  because  other 
nations  could  not  purchase  more  of  our  goods 
in  consequence  of  our  laws  excluding  the 
importation  of  tiie  produce  which  they  could 
give  us  in  return. *' 

This  statement  is  founded  on  the  actual 
experience  of  so  high  an  authority  as  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Inverness. 
Let  roe  go  on  to  say,  that  in  no  part  of 
the  world  can  we  find  any  deficiency  of  a 
desire  to  obtain  our  productions.  Do 
hon.  Gentleroen  think  that  the  barbarous 
and  savage  nations  inhabiting  Africa  have 
DO  desire  for  the  productions  of  the  in- 
dustry of  civilised  life  ?  So  far  froro  this 
being  the  case.  Sir  Fowell  Buxton  has 
truly  stated  that  all  the  horrors  of  the 
slave-trade  roay  be  traced  to  the  intense 
desire  existing  in  that  country  for  the 
productions  of  civilised  industry.  The 
Africans  have  been  unable  to  pay  for  these 
productions  except  by  selling  into  slavery 
their  fellow  roen ;  and  even  at  this  price 
they  have  been  anxious  to  gratify  their 
desire  for  thero  ;  we  trust  that  as  the  slave- 
trade  shall  be  more  effectually  suppressed, 
this  same  desire  will  drive  these  barbarous 
and  savage  tribes  to  industry — the  legi- 
timate means  by  which  it  can  be  gratified ; 
and  this  already  begins  to  be  the  case. 
If  your  trade  with  these  nations  is  still 
small — if  it  is  still  insignificant  when  com- 
pared with  the  extent  and  population  of 
this  great  but  degraded  continent,  to  what 
is  it  owing  except  that  a  poor  and  bar- 
barous people  has  nothing  with  which  to 
pay  for  your  commodities  :  it  is  only 
because  they  are  poor  and  barbarous  that 
they  are  such  bad  customers.  Is  it  not 
perfectly  clear  that  the  only  difference  in 
the  value  as  customers  between  a  rich  and 
civilised  country  on  the  one  side,  and  a 
poor  aod  barbarous  country  on  the  othefi 


is  that  the  rich  and  civilised  country  has 
the  power,  which  the  other  wants,  of 
making  a  return  for  your  commodities? 
This  is  the  only  real  difference  in  the 
value  of  a  trade  with  the  greatest  and 
most  civilised  nation,  or  with  the  rudest 
aiid  most  barbarous.  But  do  you  not  see 
that  by  the  restriction  which  you  place 
upon  the  importation  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce you  do  your  best  to  place  the  United 
States  on  a  level,  in  their  value  to  you  as 
customers,  with  the  barbarous  inhabitants 
of  the  coast  of  Guinea  ?  By  your  re- 
strictions on  the  productions  of  France, 
i>pon  her  wines  and  spirits,  and  upon 
various  articles  which  she  can  send  you," 
you  place  her,  with  respect  to  trade  as  far 
as  you  can  in  the  same  situation  as  the 
savages  of  New  Zealand,  or  of  any  other 
of  the  islands  in  the  Pacific.  As  far  as 
in  you  lies,  you  reduce  these  great  aod 
civilised  nations  to  the  level  of  the  rudest 
and  most  barbarous  of  mankind.  Hence, 
I  think  that  I  am  perfectly  warranted  in 
saying  that  I  have  made  out  the  two  pro- 
positions; firstly,  that  we  might  have  a 
large  increase  in  our  importations,  except 
for  the  restrictions  of  our  laws ;  and  se- 
condly, that  a  large  increase  in  your 
imports  would  be  attended  by  a  great 
increase  in  your  exports,  and  in  your 
manufacturing  industry.  Be  assured  that 
unless  you  consent  to  afford  new  facili- 
ties to  the  importation  of  commodities  from 
other  countries,  it  will  be  in  vain  for 
you  to  negociate  commercial  treaties,  for 
which  you  now  take  credit.  It  will  be  in 
vain  you  flatter  yourselves  that  by  the 
force  of  your  arms  you  have  obtained  a 
new  opening  for  your  trade  into  the  great 
empire  of  China;  unless  you  will  receive 
a  greater  portion  of  the  produce  of  other 
countries,  all  your  hopes  will  be  fallacious 
— all  your  expectations  of  benefit  from 
your  commercial  treaties,  or  frou  your 
success  in  China,  will  be  deceived,  unless 
you  consent  to  alter  the  system  on  which 
you  are  at  present  acting.  The  obstacles 
to  the  extension  of  your  trade  are  not  in 
foreign  countries, — they  are  in  the  regula- 
tions of  your  own  Custom-house.  I  know. 
Sir,  that  I  shall  be  met  by  the  stale  and 
cuckoo  note,  that  '*  Your  views  are  only 
theoretical."  It  is  an  objection  which  I 
have  often  heard  within  this  House.  Mj 
answer,  certainly,  is — I  do  not  think  that 
opinions  are  less  entitled  to  be  received  as 
just  because  they  rest  upon  general  rea- 
soning, provided  that  reasoning  is  accu- 
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rsfe  tod  if  kniAtd  oo  aiaSickat  basis  of) 
weli-Mceruined  facts.  But,  frmher,  tbe  j 
opinions  vhich  1  bare  adTtDCcd  u  to  the 
inprJicy  of  reftrictiocs  opon  comnieroe  do 
DCA  rest  nereij  opon  ^oerBl  reaioijiD^' 
tlMT  tre  foaoded  upoo  the  largest,  and 
widest,  mnd  the  nost  aniversal  ex  penance. 
No.  Sir,  I  will  bold  It  challenge  ar.j  hon. 
Geotlemen  to  prod  ace  ooe  instin<rt  in  \ 
which  they  hare  been  fairly  tried  and  i 
hate  not  produced  the  greatest  benefits  in  | 
practice.  .Snppose,  Sir,  we  were  to  act 
upon  m  soaaller  icaJe,  apon  the  principles 
of  restriction  and  jealousy,  which  we  are 
so  apt  to  make  oar  practice  in  the  inter- 
course  between  nations.  Soppoie  the 
different  counties  in  this  country  had  the 
same  jealonty  of  each  other  as  Eni^land 
has  of  France,  or  France  of  the  Unifed 
Stalef,  or  of  Cvermany.  Suppose  the 
county  of  Northumberland,  cut ious  of  the 
weslth  which  the  woollen  manufacture 
brings  to  Yorkshire,  had  determined  upon 
hating  manufactures  of  her  own,  and  had 
said,  "  We  produce  the  finest  wool,  we 
must  not  aliojf  it  to  be  worked  up  in 
Leeds,  we  must  not  let  strangers  make 
such  a  profit  at  our  expenie  ;  and  there- 
lore  the  wool  which  we  grow  we  must  ma- 
nofacture  ourselves,  and  we  will  lay  pro- 
tecting duties  upon  the  woollen  goods 
which  you  send  us  from  Yorkshire."  And 
then,  suppose  that  Yorkshire  had  said, 
*'  The  rent  of  land  in  our  county  is  so 
high,  owing  to  the  number  of  manufac- 
turing towns,  we  cannot  compete  with 
Northumberland,  we  cannot  grow  com  in 
Yorkshire  as  cheap  as  they  can  in  North- 
amberland,  and  we  will,  therefore,  impose 
a  protecting  duty  upon  com  brought  fmm 
that  county.  Let  me  aik  whether  the 
adoption  of  such  a  restrictive  system 
would  have  added  to  the  wealth,  the  hap- 
piness, and  protperity  of  either  of  those 
counties  ?  Let  me  ask  whether  the  supe- 
riority which  this  country  enjoys  in  wealth 
and  civilisation,  and  in  manufacturing  in- 
du4try,  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  cir- 
cumstance that,  however  unwise  our  legis- 
lation may  have  been  wiih  respect  to  ex- 
ternal commerce,  in  practice  our  trade, 
internally,  has,  in  spite  of  some  bad  lawii, 
been  almost  unfettered  ?  Our  internal 
commerce  has  been,  to  a  great  extent, 
free ;  and  the  result  of  that  freedom  has 
lieen  to  give  us  a  superiority  in  wcjlth 
and  in  manufacturing  industry :  whilst  in 
foreign  countries,  m  France,  in  (iermany, 
and   in   Spain,  the   intercourse   between 


diucmt  previaccs  of  the 
was.  to  a  late  period,  aad 
stil!  i<.  greatly  impeded ;  with  «s  ii  km 
not  been  so,  aad  to  this  difcieie  qw 
superior  progress  is  in  no  slight  dcgice 
attributable.  Let  ne  go  oo :  bcfoet  Ike 
time  of  the  unioa  between  this  commttj  aad 
Scotland,  there  existed  in  this  diviaiMi  of 
the  countrv  the  nwinest  aad  lowet  ico- 
lousy  of  Scotland.  We  wcie  ■niioi  to 
deprive  the  5yx>tcb  of  any  porticipotiosi  io 
our  colonial  trade,  we  were  afraid  of  tkeir 
competition  with  ns«  there  was  a  frrliaj  of 
the  greatest  commercial  jealoosy.  For* 
tnnately  these  selfish  and  short-mglMed 
views^  for  in  all  cases,  thea  as  aow,  it  it 
intense  selfishness  which  is  at  the  boctoa 
of  this  system  of  restriction  ;  fbrtvaatelj, 
I  say,  these  selfish  views  did  nol  pievaS. 
By  our  union  with  Scotland  the  ftudoM 
of  intercourse  was  secured,  and  the  r^ 
salt  has  been  most  bene6cial  to  boib 
countries.  Again  ;  within  the  meaiory  of 
men  still  alive,  the  United  Slates  of  hmt^ 
rica  have  been  separated  frooi  this  oonalry, 
and  those  restrictions  upon  trade,  wbidi 
were  in  force  when  they  were  as  onr 
colonies,  came  to  an  end.  Was  tbiaelMnfe 
followed  by  any  falling-off,  of  trade?  No. 
The  experiment  of  greater  freedom  of 
trade  was  for  many  years  followed  by  a 
more  rapid  and  wonderful  progreas  Ibaa 
it  had  ever  made  under  those  rrstririinas, 
the  voluntary  abolition  of  whieh  nrighl, 
perhaps,  have  preserved  iba  coaaeaioa 
between  the  two  coontries  to  this  dqf« 
About  the  same  time  we  were  begiaaiaf  a 
system  of  commercial  freedom  betwoea 
England  and  Ireland.  It  is  well  kaova 
that  when  the  restrictioos  on  tbo  coai 
merce  between  this  country  and  Irtland 
began  to  be  removed,  great  was'tbo  oalow 
among  those  who  were  called  practical 
men  at  that  time.  The  nercbants  of 
Bristol  dismissed  from  servrag  tkoai,  as 
their  representative,  that  philoeophieal 
statesman,  Mr.  Burke,  his  chief  offeacc  ia 
their  eyes  being  that  he  wonld  not  lend 
himself  to  their  narrow  commercial  policy 
and  oppose  the  measures  of  commereial 
libi-r.ilitv  towards  Ireland  which  were 
then  in  progress.  7*he  ground  on  whick 
that  change  was  tesisted  is  precisely  tke 
same  as  we  hear  from  some  perMns  at  the 
present  day.  The  merchants  of  BriMol 
said  (what,  thank  heaven,  few  mercbanls 
now  say,  although  others  still  hold  sack 
language)  that  this  country  conM  not 
compete  with   Ireland,    beoaase  irelaad 
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was  more  lightly  taxed  than  we  were. 
Here  again,  most  fortunately,  the  narrow 
view  did  not  prevail.  To  Ireland  was 
given,  by  degrees,  commercial  equality 
with  England.  Let  any  man  now  attempt 
to  deny  that  the  result  of  this  equality  has 
been  beneficial  to  both  countries.  We 
know  that  the  improvement  in  the  inter- 
course between  England  and  Ireland  has 
added  essentially  to  the  wealth,  the  pros- 
perity, and  the  happiness  of  both.  Let 
me  ask,  further,  of  those  who  object  to  the 
emancipation  of  trade  from  artificial  and 
vexatious  restrictions,  because  they  say 
such  views  are  theoretical,  let  me  ask  of 
them  upon  what  their  opinions  rest  ?  It 
may  be  wise  to  say,  to  the  starving  artisan 
of  Sheffield,  that  he  shall  not  exchange 
the  produce  of  his  labour  for  the  corn  of 
the  United  States,  which  they  are  anxious 
to  offer  to  him  in  return;  it  may  be 
true  that  the  policy  by  which  nations  are 
most  likely  to  get  rich  is  by  protecting 
duties  as  they  are  called,  to  make  people 
consume  dear  articles,  when  they  might 
have  cheap  ones;  it  may  be  conducive  to 
some  great  national  interest  to  do  this; 
but  at  least  allow  me  to  observe  that,  how- 
ever satisfied  you  may  be  that  this  is  good 
and  wise  policy,  that  it  is  so  is  a  proposi- 
tion which  must  be  made  out ;  it  requires 
proof ;  it  is  not  obvious  at  first  sight  to 
common  sense.  This  opinion  is  a  theory, 
if  ever  any  opinion  deserved  the  name. 
But  further,  it  is  a  matter  of  history  that 
this  system  of  restriction  was  built  not 
merely  on  a  theory,  but  upon  a  theory 
now  universally  exploded  and  obsolete. 
How,  let  me  ask,  did  it  arise? — Why,  in 
the  notion  that  gold  and  silver  constituted 
the  wealth  of  a  nation ;  that  all  a  nation 
gained  by  trade  was  an  increase  in  the 
amount  of  gold  and  silver,  and  that  the 
increase  in  the  exports,  and  a  reduction  of 
the  imports  go  as  to  have  what  was  called 
a  favourable  balance  of  trade— was  the 
course  which  ought  to  be  pursued  by  all 
conntries.  It  is  notorious  that  the  whole 
system  of  restriction  was  built  upon  this 
theory.  It  is  equally  notorious  that  no 
one  at  this  day  will  be  bold  enough  to  get 
up  and  defend  it,  that  it  is  now  only  men- 
tioned amongst  men  of  the  most  ordinary 
education  as  a  curious  and  singular  illus- 
tration of  the  extravagances  of  folly  to 
which  men  may  be  led  by  their  own  sel- 
fishness. The  object  of  the  motion  which 
I  shall  now  propose  to  the  House  is  to  in- 
duce yon  not  to  cling  with  obstinate  per- 


severance to  this  absurd  and  vicious  system 
of  restriction,  based  on  an  exploded  theory 
and  of  which  the  practical  fruits  are  be- 
fore you  in  a  destitute  and  suffering  peo- 
ple, an  empty  Exchequer,  increasing  tax- 
ation, and  a  falling  revenue;  to  induce 
you  to  give  up  a  system  productive  of 
such  results  is  the  object  of  my  present 
motion.  I  do  not  venture  to  point  ont 
the  extent  to  which  you  should  now  go  in 
removing  restrictions  upon  trade.  I  do 
not  presume  at  this  moment  to  go  into 
details.  [Murmurs  from  ike  ministerial 
benches.'l  If  the  House  will  consent  to 
this  committee,  I  shall  be  happy  to  meet 
the  arguments  of  hon.  Gentlemen  in  de- 
tails ;  but  this  is  not  the  time  for  doing  so. 
I  will  not  now  express  an  opinion  whether 
you  should  substitute  a  perfectly  free-trade 
or  a  fixed  duty  for  your  system  of  Corn- 
laws  ;  I  will  not  express  an  opinion  as  to 
the  extent  to  which  you  ought  to  reduce 
your  protecting  duties  upon  foreign  sugar, 
on  foreign  coffee,  on  foreign  spirits,  and 
on  many  other  foreign  articles  that  might 
be  enumerated.  All  I  ask  of  the  House, 
in  adopting  my  motion,  is  to  declare  this 
— that,  in  consideration  of  the  extremity 
of  the  present  distress,  in  consideration 
for  the  suffering  population,  you  will  re- 
view your  commercial  policy,  with  the 
purpose  of  removing  or  of  making  a  pro- 
gress towards  removing  those  restric- 
tions by  which  the  industrv  of  the  country 
is  cramped  and  confinetf.  And,  Sir,  I 
cannot  help  appealing  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  to  know  how  he  can, 
in  consistency,  refuse  to  take  the  coursej  I 
now  propose.  The  principles  which  I 
have  this  night  advocated  have  been  laid 
down  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  ar- 
gument on  former  occasions  as  broadly, 
as  strongly  as  they  now  have  by  me,  and 
with  far  more  ability  than  I  can  pretend  to. 
He  has  told  us  that  the  interests  of  a 
country  would  be  best  served  by  selling 
in  the  dearest  market  and  buying  in  the 
cheapest.  He  has  practically,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  applied  these  principles  in  the 
measures  he  has  carried.  He  must  there- 
fore, believe  them  to  be  true;  he  must 
believe  them  to  be  sound  ;  and  if  they 
are  true  and  sound,  they  lead  irresistibly 
to  the  conclusion  that  a  further  applica- 
tion of  the  same  principles  must  tend  to 
the  relief  of  the  country.  In  the  words 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  which  I 
have  already  read,  the  further  removal  of 
restrictions  upon  importation  must  ^'  lead 
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by  a  tmooth,  certain  course  of  operation 
to  an  export  trade  of  an  equal  amount, 
which  will  contribute — not  in  a  moment, 
but  in  the  course  of  years — to  an  increased 
demand  for  employment  and  labour.  **  If 
he  believes  these  principles  to  be  sound, 
and  I  again  say  I  must  suppose  that  he  so 
beliefes  them,  since  I  am  grateful  to  him 
for  having,  by  partially  adopting  them, 
greatly  reduced  the  weight  of  the  fetters 
by  which  our  commerce  was  before  op- 
pressed, he  must  be  convinced  that  they 
are  capable  of  a  further  application  to 
the  relief  of  the  country.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  does  not  believe  them  to 
be  sound,  why  did  he  unsettle  everything 
by  his  measures  of  last  Session?  Why 
did  he  throw  out  arguments,  and  lay  down 
principles,  leading  by  necessary  inference, 
so  far  beyond  his  practical  conclusions? 
If  restriction  and  what  is  called  protec- 
tion is  the  best  policy,  why  by  his  acts, 
and  still  more  by  his  words,  has  he  shaken 
it  to  its  foundation,  and  inflicted,  in  the 
opinion  of  its  adherents,  much  injury  on 
the  country  ?  He  ought  not  to  halt  between 
two  opinions;  the  one  must  be  right  the 
other  must  be  wrong.  If  it  be  right  to  favour 
the  freedom  of  trade,  and  to  remove  the 
restrictions  upon  the  industry  of  the  coun- 
try, let  him  proceed  in  that  course.  Do 
not  perpetrate  the  injustice  of  refusing  to 
the  population,  at  a  time  of  intense  suffe- 
ring and  distreu,  what  on  that  supposition 
will  tend  to  their  relief.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  these  principles  are  erroneous — if 
we  took  the  wrong  course  last  year — let  us 
return  to  the  old  one ;  let  her  Majesty's 
Government  boldly  avow  that  this  is  the 
choice;  let  us  retrace  our  steps;  and  let 
restriction  be  tho  order  of  the  day.  The 
question  I  now  leave  in  the  hands  of  the 
House,  with  many  apologies  for  having 
detained  them  so  long.  I  ask,  will  you, 
in  the  present  fearful  state  of  destitution 
in  the  country,  allow  things  to  remain  as 
they  are  ?  If  you  do,  thn  responsibility 
will  not  rest  with  us,  wlio  this  night  sup- 
port an  opposite  course  ;  it  mu«(t  rest  ex- 
clusively with  her  Majesty's  (lovernment 
and  those  by  wh(»ni  tht^y  are  surrounded. 
1  beg  leave,  Sir,  to  move  that 

"l*hn  llousr  ilo  n»soWi'  iltell'  into  a  eom- 
uiitlee  of  the  whole  IIouhc,  t<>  coiisidfr  »i»  much 
uf  livr  Majesty*!  speech  as  refeis  in  th.it  iK*- 
preision  uf  thf  injMuf.ictutin^  iiiiiTe^t  of  ihi- 
country  winch  has  so  lou^  prevailtil,  and  whicli 
her  Majenty  has  so  deeply  lamenteii." 

Mr.  H'.  E,  UUiiUUme  said,  Sir,  I  feel  the 


wei 

the  noble  Lord  who  has  jast' 
his  seat,  has  made  to  the  Government  upoo 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  trade  aod 
industry  of  the  country  are  at  preaeot 
placed.  I  feel  the  force  of  thoae  des- 
criptions which  the  noble  Lord  has  draws 
with  reference  to  the  distreat  which 
prevails  in  the  country,  and  I  must  ay 
that,  with  respect  to  a  large  portioo  of 
the  noble  Lord's  speech — to  the  whole 
of  that  portion  in  which  the  noble  Lind 
confined  himself  to  a  delineation  of  thoie 
features  of  distress  —  I  have  little  to 
object.  I  think,  undoubtedly,  that  there 
are  particulars  in  which  the  noble  Loid's 
description  may  be  qualified  :  but  1  aeqait 
him  altogether  of  all  desire  to  ezaggerale 
the  unfortunate  symptoms  of  the  case.  I 
acquit  him  of  all  intention,  by  any  anfair 
statements,  by  any  declamatory  appeals, 
to  bewilder  the  judgment  of  the  people 
of  this  country.  Let  me  however,  pro- 
ceed to  notice  those  particulars  to  which  1 
have  alluded.  The  noble  Lord,  in  speak- 
ing of  this  subject,  referred  to  the  dis- 
tress which,  as  I  understood  him  to  say, 
had  been  occasioned  to  the  upper,  the 
upper  middle,  and  the  middle  claaaes  of 
society  by  the  Income-tax ;  by  its  preseaia 
upon  the  means  of  giving  employoaent  lo 
labour,  and  by  the  privations  which  fron 
that  cause  accrued  to  the  indoitrioas 
classes.  In  the  opinion  which  the  noble 
Lord  expressed  upon  this  point  I  cannol 
agree.  It  has  been  admitted  by  my  right 
hon.  Fnend  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment during  the  discussions  of  last  vear, 
that  there  are  many  objections  hirly 
applicable  to  the  imposition  of  an  loooine- 
lax  ;  but  surely  it  must  be  allowed  on  all 
hands  that  at  least  such  a  tai  hu  one 
great  and  signal  merit,  that  it  does  reach 
what  no  other  tax  can  be  guaranleed 
to  reach,  that  tnormous  accumulatioo  of 
wealth  which  is  ci>n8tantly  amoaotinf 
upwards  in  thi^  country.  '  It  is  ooe  of 
the  most  melancholy  features  in  the 
social  state  of  this  country,  that  we  see, 
beyond  the  possibility  of  denial,  that  while 
there  is  at  this  moment  a  decrease  in  the 
consuming  powers  of  the  people, an  increase 
of  the  piessuro  of  privations  and  distress 
— there  is  at  tl  c  same  time  a  constant 
accumulation  of  wealth  in  the  upper 
classes,  an  increjse  of  the  luxorioosnessof 
llieir  habits,  and  of  thrir  means  of  eojoy- 
inent.  which,  however  satisfactory  it  may 
be   ni  art'i>idin>;  evidence  of  the  exisicnce 
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and  abundance  of  one  among  the  ele- 
ments of  national  prosperity,  yet  adds 
bitterness  to  the  reflections  which  are 
forced  upon  us  by  the  distresses  of  the 
rest  of  our  fellow  countrymen  ;  and,  in 
this  point  of  view,  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  the  argument  which  the  noble 
Lord  has  advanced  upon  the  question  of 
the  Income-tax,  are  satisfactorily  met  by 
the  fact  that  it  is  upon  these  accumulating 
riches  that  the  weight  of  the  impost  chiefly 
rests.  Next,  with  respect  to  the  distresses 
of  the  shipping  interest,  to  which  the 
noble  Lord  has  also  referred.  In  ge- 
neral, the  noble  Lord  has  wisely  con- 
fined himself  to  the  county  with  which 
he  is  connected,  and  to  the  borough  which 
he  represents ;  but  with  respect  to  the 
state  of  the  shipping  interest,  the  noble 
Lord  will  not  dispute  that  very  peculiar 
circumstances  have  affected  that  interest. 
During  the  last  year  there  was  an  almost 
total  cessation  of  emigration  to  our  Aus- 
tralian colonies,  which  provide  no  small 
amount  of  employment  to  the  shipping 
of  this  country;  during  the  last  year  there 
was  likewise  a  great  falling  off  in  the 
importation  of  timber  from  North  Ame- 
rica, owing,  as  I  am  prepared  to  contend, 
by  no  means  to  the  change  which  has 
been  effected  in  the  law  with  respect  to 
the  timber  duties,  but  to  the  ruinous  state 
of  the  market  in  the  year  1841,  when 
the  prices  became  such,  that  the  timber 
which  wes  imported  could  not  be  sold  but 
at  a  heavy  loss.  And  I  must  also  say, 
that  in  reference  to  the  question  of  the 
shipping  interest,  the  doctrine  of  over- 
production is  by  no  means  inapplicable. 
The  noble  Lord  justly  admits  that  at 
particular  times  and  in  particular  places 
there  may  be  such  over  production.  In 
the  case  of  the  shipping  interest,  from 
1838  to  1840  there  was  a  very  great, 
and  I  must  say  an  unnatural  increase  of 
shipping.  In  1838  there  were  157,000 
tons  added  by  building  to  the  general  ton- 
nage of  the  country.  In  1839  the  addition 
rose  to  181,000  tons,  in  1841  it  rose  to 
211 ,000  tons — an  increase  of  more  than  25 
per  cent. ;  this  augmentation  took  place  in 
ship  building  in  two  years,  which  besides 
were  not  years  of  general  prosperity.  The 
rate  of  construction  would  have  doubled  it- 
self in  less  than  eight  years,  if  the  increase 
had  continued  in  this  ratio ;  but,  further, 
though  I  have  not  the  figures  indicating 
the  operations  in  particular  ports,  yet  if 
I  am  not  inaccurately  informed  a  great 
VOL.  LXVI.    {M} 


portion  of  this  speculation  was  connected 
in  particular  with  the  borough  of  Sunder- 
land, which  the  noble  Lord  represents  in 
this  House,  and  of  which  he  has  to-night 
described  the  extreme  depression.  Now 
I  will  only  give  one  word  to  the  subject 
of  the  coal-tax.  The  noble  Lord  has  said 
a  few  words  upon  this  subject,  but  they 
were  of  a  highly  emphatic  nature.  He 
says  that  the  coal  duties  have  already 
fulfilled  the  worst  anticipations  which 
any  man  had  ventured  to  pronounce  with 
respect  to  their  operation.  They  were 
voted  by  a  very  large  majority  of  this 
House,  and  I  should  be  sorry  to  think 
that  the  character  which  the  noble 
Lord  has  given  to  them  could  be  justi- 
fied. The  argument,  however,  which  the 
Gentlemen  opposite  raised  against  these 
duties  was  that  they  must,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, cripple  the  export  trade  of  this 
country  in  this  particular  article.  But 
what  are  the  facts  ?  In  the  year  1841  the 
amount  of  exports  was  1,842,000  tons;  io 
1842  it  wasl,852,000  tons;  bya  verysmall 
amount,  therefore,  increasing  the  exports 
of  the  previous  year.  [Viscount  Hawick  : 
That  amount  of  exports  includes  the  colo- 
nies.J  It  does,  undoubtedly ;  but  no 
Gentleman  opposite  doubted  that  taxation 
would  have  the  effect  of  checking  the  rapid 
increase  of  our  aggregate  exports ;  and  it 
was  admitted  that  there  would  be  some 
contraction  of  the  exports  to  foreign  coun- 
tries. No  man  said  otherwise.  It  was  a 
choice  of  disadvantages.  On  the  one 
hand,  there  was  a  revenue  to  be  raised ; 
on  the  other,  there  was  an  inconvenience 
to  be  suffered.  The  allegation  was,  that 
there  would  probably  be  such  a  great  dimi- 
nution in  the  exportation  of  coal  as  to 
frustrate  the  expectation  of  a  revenue  from 
that  source;  but,  so  far  from  a  dimi- 
nution taking  place,  there  has  been  an 
actual  increase  which  has  raised  the 
revenue  to  within  a  very  few  thousand 
pounds  of  the  amount  which  my  right 
hon.  Friend  expected  to  realise.  Then  the 
noble  Lord  went  into  another  subject — I 
mean  the  prices  of  stock.  It  appeared  to  me, 
I  confess,  that  the  argument  of  the  noble 
Lord  at  this  part  of  his  subject  was  both 
involved  and  dubious  in  its  nature;  and  I 
am  informed,  in  contradiction  to  his  state- 
ments, and  in  conformity  with  the  argu- 
ments which  he  used  in  a  different  sense, 
that  the  prices  of  stock  are  rising  at  this 
moment.  With  regard,  next,  to  the  argu- 
ments of  the  'loble  Lord,  in  reference  to 
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the  state  of  the  labouring;  classes  at  large, 
I  differ  bat  little  from  the  noble  Lord ;  at 
the  same  I  venture  to  express  the  opinion 
in  reference  to  the  county  of  I-ancashirc — 
whether  from  temporary  or  permanent 
causes  I  dare  not  venture  to  pronounce — 
that  employment  in  that  county  is  not  at 
the  present  time  more,  but  rather  less 
scanty  than  it  bus  been  for  several  years 
last  past.  Now  I  will  refer  to  the  subject 
of  Savings-banks.  I  venture  to  say,  if  we 
find  that  at  a  particular  time  when  there  is 
great  manufacturing  distress,  there  is  also 
a  great  pressure  on  the  Savings-banks 
simultaneously  with  that  distress,  and  if  at 
another  time,  that  pressure  ceases,  the 
conclusion  may  fairly  be  drawn  that  there 
is  an  improvement  in  the  stale  of  manu- 
facturing industry  and  employment  at  the 
latter  of  these  periods.  Now,  what  are 
the  facts  with  respect  to  the  Savin;;s- 
banks?  In  the  autumn,  during  the  strike 
there  was  a  great  withdrawal  of  funds ; 
but  in  the  winter  they  have  boon  to  a 
considerable  fXtcnt  replaced.  I  will 
take  the  time  of  three  months  conimenr- 
ing  from  the  first  of  Novtmiber,  in  the 
years  1840,  1841,  and  1S42;  and  I  find 
that  in  those  three  months  for  the  year 
I H40,  the  Savings-banks  received  14,2;'>0/., 
and  paid  out  '2,7.00/;  in  1841  the  amount 
rrceivt»d  was  7, WO  I.,  the  amount  paid 
was  10,300/.;  in  1H4 '2,  the  sum  received 
was  '2*2,100/.,  and  there  was  paid  out 
3/200/.  I  am  very  far  from  saying  that 
this  aflurds  an  argument  which  is  demon- 
strative in  its  character ;  but  1  s.iy  that 
it  is  an  argument  not  wholly  without 
weight  as  showing  the  present  position  of 
the  southern  part  of  the  county  of  I^n- 
caster.  Hut  the  noble  Ix>rd,  in  one  part 
of  his  speech,  made  a  statement  which  is 
calculated,  if  it  go  forth  to  the  world  un- 
answere<l,  to  produce  the  most  injurious 
effects.  It  was  this— that  the  decrease  in 
that  branch  of  the  revrnne  which  goes 
under  the  name  of  i\\v.  Kxrisr,  and  which 
indi(?ate8  most  accurately  the  Mato  of  the 
people,  with  res|>cct  to  their  command  of 
comforts,  has  fallen  off  by  no  less  than 
one- fourth  p.ut  in  two  yoars.  The  noble 
l^ird  took  one  of  the  (|uartcrs  of  l>^-tO, 


depends  upon  the  malt-tax,  and  that  liie 
malt-tax  varies  more  accordiog  to  ibe 
barley  harvest  than  according  to  the  prai- 
perity  or  distress  of  the  people :  yet  he 
took  a  quarter  of  1840,  in  which  the 
amount  of  malt- tax  received  was  very 
large,  and  compared  it  with  one  of  1842, 
in  which  the  amount  of  malt-tax  received 
was  very  small.  I  am  sure  the  ooble  LmiI 
has  no  desire  to  exaggerate  those  evils  with 
which  we  have  to  contend;  and  that  he 
will  be  very  glad  if  1  am  able  to  point  oat 
to  him  any  instance  in  which  his  represen- 
tation has  been  more  unfavourable  than 
the  reality. 

I  admit,  as  the  noble  Lord  has  argued, 
that  when  great  distress  prevails  in  the 
country,  the  Parliament  and  her  Majesty's 
Oovernment  are  bound  to  devote  then* 
selves  with  most  earnest  and  faithfbl 
attention  to  the  consideration  of  any  mea- 
sures by  which  it  shall  appear  that  that 
distress  may  be  relieved.  But,  before  I  go 
to  the  means  which  the  noble  Ijord's  ar- 
gument  would  seem  to  point  out,  with  a 
view  to  this  object  being  attained,  I  mnsl 
offer  some  observations  on  the  nature  oi 
the  pro|>osal  itself.  What  does  that  pn^ 
posal  amount  to?  Is  the  country  in  a  state 
of  appalling  distress,  and  is  the  House 
simply  to  go  into  committee  with  no  de- 
finite object  in  view — to  embark  on  the 
vast  sea  of  this  almost  boundless  inquiry 
without  a  rudder  and  without  a  pilot? 
Can  it  be  possible  for  the  wit  of  Ban  to 
adopt  any  pro|>osition  more  calculated  to 
defeat  its  own  object — to  defeat  every 
useful  purpose  which  this  House  covld 
entertain?  A  committee  of  the  whole 
House  ?  A  bodv  so  large  and  diversified 
to  undertake  such  a  function  ?  For  what? 
To  consider  the  Corn-laws  —  the  sugar 
duties— to  undo  all  that  was  done  last 
year  ?  No  such  thing;  bat  to  consider  at 
large  the  distress  of  the  country.  Who 
would  believe  that  if  this  motion  should 
succeed,  it  would  do  any  good  ?  Inde^, 
F  nm  (>ersuaded,  when  I  come  to  cooiudtr 
what  the  motion  is,  that  the  noble  Lord 
must  have  inchidi'd,  as  a  material  element 
in  the  calculaiions  with  which  he  brought 
it  forward,  the  cert.iinty  of  its  bring  re* 


and  a  rorri>ftponding  quarter  of  IS  1*2  in  j  jcclcd.     Hut   the   more   inconvenience  of 
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only  objection  to  the  motion.  I  obJM*t  to 
Its  immedinti*,  certain,  practical  conse- 
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present  feverish  and  yet  languid  state  of 
the  commercial  world,  than  our  approach- 
ing the  subject  of  commercial  distress  with 
the  declared  intention  of  seeking  relief  by 
changes  in  the  law,  and  yet  with  no  defi- 
nition or  limitation    however  general    of 
those   changes?     This   motion,   and   the 
argument  of  the  Mover,  is  directed  wholly 
upon    one    particular    point.      The  noble 
Lord  has  stated  a  number  of  the  causes  of 
the  distress.     He  has  shown  that  it  does 
not  proceed  from  the  currency,  from  the 
poor-laws,  from  the  operation  of  the  im- 
provements iu  machinery,  or  from  the  self, 
ishness  of  capitalists.     In  all  these  things 
I  agree.     But  it  proceeds  from  the  com- 
mercial legislation  of  this  House;  and  the 
noble  Lord  proposes,  without  making  any 
declaration  as  to  his  object,  either  whether 
there  is  to  be  any  given  limitation  of  ex- 
isting restriction,  or  whether  any  particular 
amount  or  rule  of  restriction  shall  be  sub- 
stituted for  that  which  now  exists,  that  the 
House  shall  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
to  consider  all  the  interests  which  exist  in 
this  country,  and  in  a  manner  which  can- 
not fail  to  alarm  all  the  hopes,  all  the  fears, 
of  the  people  engaged   in    industry  and 
trade.     Does  not  the  noble  Lord  recollect 
the  very  marked  expressions  oT  his  opinion 
of  last  year  ?     Does  he  not  recollect  that 
he  then  among  the  foremost  complained 
that   all  the  existing  relations  of  society 
were  disturbed  by  the  proceedings  of  this 
House?    It  is  admitted  that  great  stagna- 
tion of  trade  was  produced  by  the  discus- 
sions on  the  subject  of  the  Tariff  Act,  and 
by  the  length  of  time  which  they  of  neces- 
sity occupied  ;  and  the  people,  so  far  from 
being  encouraged  by  the  movements  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend   (Sir   Robert  Peel)  in 
favour  of  the  principle  of  free-trade,  found 
that  employment  was  no  longer  to  be  had, 
even  in  the  same  degree  as  before  and  that 
capital  became  more  and  more  redundant. 
That  was  the  effect  which  was  produced  at 
the  time  by  the  definite  proposition  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend.     My  right  hon.  Friend 
did  not  go  into  the  question  generally  what 
changes  could  be  made  ;  he  laid  a  schedule 
on  the  Table  of  the  House  containing  all 
his  propositions  in  exact  detail,  and  even 
this  was  found  to  be  sufficient  to  disturb 
all  the  transactions,  to  alarm  all  the  ap- 
prehensions of  the  country.    But  the  noble 
l^rd  now  proposes  to  renew  this  agitation; 
and  with  tenfold  violence,  because  he  does 
not  think  6t  even  to  tell  the  House,  in  the 
most  general  form,  for  what  propositions 


we  are  to  look.     I  say  then  that  on  the 
ground  of  inconvenience   and   impracti- 
cability  this    motion    must    fail :     I  say 
that  on  the  ground  of  the  alarm  which 
it  would  excite — of  the  mischief  which 
it  would  create — on  the  ground  that  it  is 
not  only  objectionable  in  itself,  but  that  it 
would  produce  a  consequence  directly  op- 
posed to  that  which  is  desired  by  the  noble 
f^ord,  it  must  be  rejected  by  this  House. 
The  noble  Lord  proposes  to  take  us  into  a 
committee  for  the  purpose  of  increasing 
the  demand  for  labour — for  the  purpose  of 
extending  the  commerce  of  the  country.  I 
object  to  his  motion,  because  I  say   the 
effect  of  the   committee  granted  in  the 
terms  of  this  motion,  and  after  the  speech 
of  the  noble  Lord,  so  far  from  producing 
tiie  effect  which   he  desires,  would    pa- 
ralyse trade,  would  diminish  the  employ- 
nient    of   the   people,    would    aggravate 
the  distresses  which    the  noble  Lord  so 
deeply  feels,  and   has  so  powerfully  de- 
scribed.    I  must  confess  that  it  does  ap- 
pear to  me,  that— I  do  not  say  the  Par- 
liamentary course  for  the  noble  Lord  to 
have  taken,  because  his  motion  is  strictly 
Parliamentary— but  the  natural  course  for 
him  to  have  adopted,  if  be  really  had  any 
practical  object  in  view,  would  have  been, 
if  he  believes  there  is  a  legislative  remedy 
for  the  distresses  of  the  people,  to  have  pro- 
posed that  remedy.     Why,  I  ask,  does  be 
not  make  a  specific  and  distinct  proposi- 
tion ?     We  all  know  that  the  attention  of 
the  country,  and  more  especially  of  that 
portion  of  the  country  which  thmks  that 
there  should  be  an  immediate  change  of 
our  commercial  laws,  is  most  of  all  con- 
centrated upon  the  Corn-laws.     [**  Hear, 
hear.**]]     I  have  the  cheers  of  the  hon. 
Members  for  Stockport  and  Manchester ; 
they  and  many  other  hon.  Members  as  we 
well  know  consider  that  the  question  of 
the  Corn-laws  is,  the  main  question  ;  that 
in  augmenting  the  distress  of  the  people, 
whatever  may  proceed  from  other  causes, 
the  Corn^aw  is  the  chief  offender.    Why 
did   not   the   noble    Lord,   who    at  this 
moment  acknowledges  the  truth  of  this 
proposition  by  his  cheer,  bring  forward  a 
motion  on  this  subject?      At    least,  we 
should  then   have    understood   what  we 
were  debating  about,  but  I  profess  that  I 
do  not  now  understand    the  subject  of 
discussion  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  able 
duly  to  address  myself  to  it.    The  noble 
Lord  says  that  the  object  of  the  Legisla- 
ture should  be  to  open  new  fields  for  the 
R2 
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i'in|)loymciii  of  c;>pitjl  aiifl  labo;:r.  1  fliscover  any  advantage  which  vcNdd  be 
H^ree  wiih  the  nr»l)le  Lfjifi.  Ho  siivs  liiat  <;aiDcd  to  the  country  by  ihi^  molioa,  1 
there  are  itrtificial  bdiiieisutiJ  liisiiiiclions  must  say  that  there  ate  reasuns — 1  do  hoc 
which  prevent  such  eniphiymeot ;  and  know  whether  they  o[ierated  go  the  mmd 
when  the  nubk-  Lord  spoke  of  the  simpk'  of  the  noble  Lord,  which  mi^ht  poisibiy 
means  by  which  ihey  mijrht  l>e  removed,  render  this  a  convenient  motion  to  ooa»e 
I  confess  thai  I  beheved  for  the  li me  that  fr(»m  the  opposite  side  of  the  House.  Clf 
the  noble  Lord  had  made  up  his  mind  to  course  I  have  no  power  to  s[*eak  wilh 
briiip:  fur  ward  ?ome  correspoii'iin^  pro-  authority,  and  I  am  certain  ot  this,  that 
position  for  t-Hecting  tliat  removal  'I'iicn  the  noble  Lord,  in  brinpn:;  formard  ikk 
savs  the  noble  Lord,  ne  have  laws  motion,  would  on  no  account  have  sor- 
passcd  for  the  ex[Tess  purpose  of  limiting  rendered  what  he  believes  to  be  the  in- 
our  im{K>rla lions  from  ti broad.  We  have  ;  terests  of  truth  and  justice  to  any  pvty» 
and  one  of  the  most  imi>ort'jni  of  those  or  any  personal  purpose.  Bat  1  say, 
lii«5  was  p^jbsefJ  last  year,  and  wi^  su|)-  that  this  motion  has  an  effect  not  incoii* 
ported  bv  the  noble  Lord.  The  TariH'  venient  to  noble  Lords  and  ng:fathoD.  Gen* 
Af:t  involved  and  tstub)}>}ie«i  a  prin-  llemen  opposite,  and  one  which  coald  be 
ciple  of  protection.  1'hf.ie  i<  not  an  in-  produced  by  none  other  at  this  period.  It  is 
?er'.->t  wliit.-h  is  not  protected  by  tli:ii  now  a  matter  of  history,  that  last  year 
art;  arid  on  behalf  oi  Koiru.  of  them  when  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  the 
which  were  small,  and  of  a  partirnl.ir  City  of  London  (Lord  J.  Russell)  was  de- 
character,  consid'-rablc  deviations  in  fa-  termine<t  to  lead  the  attack  on  the  Corn- 
vour  of  additi<^nal  prritection  were  made  laws,  he  arranged  with  those  Gentlemen 
from  the  general  rules  on  winch  the  who  Scit  on  the  benches  behind  him— 
measure  was  franiod.  But  the  noble  I  know  not  (to  use  the  expression  of  the 
Lord  6|ieaks  of  these  barriers  as  if  he  noble  I^rd  \\  ho  made  this  motion)  whether 
had  defimd  views  in  reference  to  them,  they  still  call  themselves hisi  friends— that 
He  says,  to  my  ri;:ht  hoit.  Friend  at  the  he  should  commence  the  movements  of  the 
head  of  the  (jovernment,  '*  Do  not  hall  Session  with  a  proposition  in  favoar  of  a 
between  two  opinions.*'  ^Vhy,  he  himself  tixed  duty.  That  was  the  intention  of  the 
does  the  very  thing  he  denounces.  He  motion  though  the  term  was  not  iotrodueed 
says  *'  You  have  announced  sound  prin-  j  in  it,  and  that  was  the  tenor,  and  purport, 
ciples ;  (;o  further,  and  do  not  hall  be- .  ami  tendency  of  the  debate.  The  debate 
twccri  two  opinions — go  the  whole  way  1  on  the  fixed  duty  went  off  with 
in  that  direction.**  The  noble  Lord  him- 
self  halts  between  two  opinions.  The 
noble  Ix>rd  insteiid  of  going  the  whole 
way,  supporting  entire  freedom  of  trade, 
tells  the  House  at  Iccist  that  he  does  net 
venture  to  say  in  what  degree  rcstrir- 
tions  shoulil  be  maintained  or  whrtt  amount 
of  chan;^e  should  l>e  made.  Why,  what 
then  becornck  of  the  whole  speech  r'( 
the  noble  Ix.rd  r  It  was  a  mo<t  abl** 
speech ;  far  be  it  from  me  to  speak  oi  it 
in  terms  other  than  those  of  ihf;  greatest 
rer|>ect.  It  was  a  ^p'-ecll  in  its  ccner.d 
terms  aimed  at  the   whoh.*  of  the  distress  j  (icnileman  had  little  but   mere  dregs  lo 


derable  eclat,  and  the  noble  Lord  mus- 
tered his  whole  strength ;  and  all  cir- 
cumstances considered,  a  very  respecta- 
ble body  it  was,  and  he  htd  a  fair  di- 
vision.  But  v^hat  became  of  the  hoa. 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  ?  The  bloom 
was  fairlv  taken  off  his  motion.  AAer  he 
and  all  his  friends  had  passed  muster  to 
swell  the  division  in  favour  of  the  fixed 
duty,  the  debate  on  the  total  repeal  of  the 
Corn -laws  took  place,  la*:ging  in  the  rear 
of  that  on  the  tlxed  duty  ;  the  whole  fresh- 
ness  of  the  subject  was  gone,  the  hon. 


and   i-aldmitv    of   whicli  the   ii^AAc    Lord 
complains;  but  a  more  inconsistent  speech  1 
never  heard  here  or  elsewhere,  iH-causc  aftrr 
alluding  to  the  uhole  mass  of  our  commer- 
cial restrictions  as  ch'.irgeable  exelusivelv 
with  the  distress  of  the  people,  tin   nnhU* 
liOrd  not  only  shrunk   fioni  prtiposini:  lo 
n       v«>  what  he  hnd  descril»e<l  as  the  c;ui<e 
ine  evil,  but  intimated  thai  he  w.is  pri . 
!o  continue  some,  ami  he   «}i«l  tioi 
^oar  munVi  of  tluuk*  rr<tiietion>i  uhiih 
Hill.       Ilut    while    I   nm   nnahh*    to 


present,  and  when  the  division  came  the 
minor  it  V  was  lamcntablv  reduced,  the  noble 
lord  himself  ht  Ipiiig  fu  increase  the  majo- 
rity n;:aiMSt  them.  It  mav  have  occurred 
to  these  Gentlemen,  ardi-nt  as  they  are, 
^1  liust  I  am  ni't  too  bold  in  my  specula- 
tions. ^  that  this  was  a  very  disadvantage- 
(»u<  position  in  which  to  place  the  great 
<|iie<iii>n  of  the  total  and  immediate  le- 
pi  il  o(  the  Corn-laws,  and  ihey  may,  I 
ilink  jK^ssibly.  determine  no  longer  lu 
march  in  the  rear  of  the  noble  Lord  while 
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he  is  waging  his  particular  battles  in  which 
they  have  but  secondary  concern.  Then, 
they  might  ask  themselves,  how  could  the 
voices  of  the  whole  party  be  united  ?  It 
was  clear  that  the  movement  in  favour  of 
a  fixed  doty  could  not  be  repeated;  but 
here  was  a  happy  thought,  a  motion  in 
approval  of  which  all  voices  must  be 
united.  It  was  a  motion  for  a  general 
inquiry  ;  there  is  something  so  satisfactory 
and  so  plausible  in  asking  for  an  inquiry  ; 
it  does  not  pledge  any  one  to  anything, 
and  yet  at  the  same  time  it  testifies  your 
interest  in  the  condition  of  the  people. 
Such  are  its  recommendations,  but  I 
must  say,  they  are  dangerous  recom- 
mendations ;  most  dangerous  recommenda- 
tions if  the  House  is  to  testify  its  inter- 
est in  the  condition  of  the  people,  and  to 
manifest  its  compassion  for  their  distresses, 
by  means  which,  like  the  committee  of  the 
noble  Lord  would  tend  to  increase  those 
distresses  and  to  aggravate  the  very  evils 
that  are  complained  of.  Now,  Sir,  I  have 
stated  such  views  as  occur  to  me,  with 
reference  to  the  proposition  of  going  into  a 
committee,  for  the  purpose  of  entering 
upon  a  general  consideration  of  the  dis- 
tress of  the  country,  and  which  is  a  pro- 
position unaccompanied  by  any  intelligible 
suggestion  of  a  remedy  ;  and  I  must  say 
that  the  objections  to  such  a  proceeding 
appear  to  me  incapable  of  being  answered^ 
and  amply  sufficient  to  show  that  this 
inquiry  could  lead  to  no  good  and  valuable 
result.  So  much  for  the  actual  motion ; 
but  I  cannot  overlook  the  speech  by  which 
it  was  introduced ;  and  I  confess  I  feel  some 
difficulty  in  proceeding  to  consider  the  gene- 
ral arguments  adduced  by  the  noble  Lord. 
The  speech  of  the  noble  Lord,  I  think, 
was  one  which  might  as  well  have  been 
made  in  the  support  of  the  Customs  Bill  of 
last  year  as  of  this  motion,  or  which  might 
with  equal  propriety  have  been  spoken  in 
support  of  any  measure  for  the  relaxation 
of  commercial  restrictions  which  has  at 
any  time  been  introduced.  Am  I  then,  to 
weary  the  House  by  discussing,  in  answer 
to  that  speech,  the  abstract  opinions  of 
the  noble  Lord,  or  am  I  to  content  myself 
with  showing  that  the  motion  itself  is  ob- 
jectionable, and  so  get  rid  of  the  ques- 
tion ?  The  noble  Lord  would  have  no  right 
to  complain  in  such  a  case ;  but  I  think 
that  the  country  and  Parliament  have  a 
right  to  look,  on  such  a  question  as  this,  for 
more,  from  those  who  hold  office,  than  a 
meie  objection  to  the  form  of  proceeding 


of  any  hon.  Member  that  it  is  not  enough 
under  the  existing  circumstances,  even  to 
establish  valid  objections  to  the  substance 
of  the  proceeding — that  the  nation  has  a 
right  to  expect  a  positive  declaration  by 
the  Members  of  the  Government  of  the 
reasons  which  prove  not  only  that  the 
measure  proposed  is  not  such  as  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  require,  but 
also  that  their  own  measures  are  those 
which  the  state  of  the  country  justifies 
and  requircGf.  Now,  Sir,  the  question 
between  the  noble  Lord  and  my  right 
hon.  Friend,  it  is  manifest^  is  not  whe- 
ther restriction  should  be  altogether  re- 
moved, for  upon  that  point  they  are 
agreed  in  the  negative ;  it  is  not  whether 
restriction  should  be  relaxed  with  judg- 
ment from  time  to  time,  for  there  again 
they  are  agreed  in  the  affirmative ;  and 
though  much  has  been  said  with  regard 
to  my  right  hon.  Friend  broaching  the 
doctrines  of  free-tradci  I  confess  that  I 
was  not  much  struck  by  the  novelty  of 
those  doctrines  as  falling  from  my  right 
hon.  Friend.  Those  doctrines,  as  the  noble 
Lord  says,  are  indisputable;  the  policy  of 
the  country  has  been  founded  for  twenty- 
five  years,  upon  the  recognition  of  their 
validity.  The  whole  question  is  what 
are  judicious  relaxations :  but  it  is  a  ques- 
tion of  time  and  circumstance  in  what 
degree  the  actual  circumstances  of  the 
country  will  bear  the  application  of  these 
principles.  I  bad  thought  the  noble  Lord 
was  prepared  to  administer  them  undi- 
luted, and  I  confess  that  I  was  disap- 
pointed when  at  last  I  found  that  the 
magnificent  prelude  with  which  he  favour- 
ed the  House  was  to  close  in  so  poor 
and  meagre  a  proposition  as  this,  that  he 
was  not  prepared  to  say  in  what  degree 
our  existing  restrictions  should  be  relaxed. 
The  question  at  issue  then,  is,  what 
relaxation  would  be  judicious,  and  how 
can  the  just  principles  of  trade — the 
natural  principles  of  exchange  between 
man  and  man — be  best  applied  to  the 
circumstances  of  a  country  the  legis- 
lation of  which,  for  a  course  of  ages  in 
some  cases,  and  for  a  considerable  period 
of  time  in  all  cases,  has  been  founded 
upon  the  very  serious  restriction  and  limi- 
tation of  the  application  of  those  principles? 
My  right  hon.  Friend  at  the  head  of  the 
Ooveroment  bad  last  year  proposed  a 
measure  with  reference  to  the  Customs* 
duties,  with  the  same  object  in  view  whtcb 
the  noble  Lord  has  now  declared  it  to  bo 
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his  object  to  attain,  namely,  to  effect  an  in- 
crease io  the  trade  and  commcTce  of  tit*, 
country.     Merely  to  clicapen  the  price  of 
provisions  by  foreign  importation,  will   I 
apprehend  be  generally  allowed  to  be  in 
itself  an  object  of  secondary  importonce  as 
compared  to  increasing  the  trade  of  the 
country,  and  the  demand  for  ti>e  labour 
of  the  people.      The  noble  Loid  and  ho.. 
Gentlemen  opposite  surely  do  not  wish 
to  displace  labour  at  home  by  the  employ- 
ment of  labour   abroad,  but  so  to  frame 
the  legislatife  measures  of  this  country  as 
to  obtain  a  great  augmentuiion  to  the  de- 
mand for  British  productions,  and  thereby 
not  only  to  mahitiiin  labour  at  home,  but 
at  the  same  time  to  increase  our  commerce 
abroad.     My  right  hon.  Friend  Uio  First 
Lord   of  the  Treasury  inteudtd  and  de- 
signed to  pursue  precisely  the  same  object, 
and  to  attain  it  by  increasing  employment, 
by  cheapening  the  prices  of  the  articles 
of  consumption,  as  also  the  raw  materials 
of  industry,  by  enluri^iiig  the  means  of  our 
exchanges  with  foreign  nations,  and  thereby 
causing  an  extension  uf  the  export  trade ; 
but,    besides  all   this,    if  1    have  rightly 
understood  the  measure  of  the  Govern- 
ment last  ycur,  it  was  proposed  that  the 
relaxations  if  possible  in  every  case,  should, 
practically  be  so  limited  as  to  cause  no 
violent   shock   to  existin.:   industrial  in- 
terests, as   not  to  have  the  tendency  of 
displacing  that  labour  which  is  now  bene- 
ficially employed,  and  which  if  di^^placed 
would  be  unable  to  find  another  field.    As 
far  as  present  ex|>erience  has  gone,  I   do 
not  think  any  |Hjrs4jn  will  maintain  in  this 
Mouse,   that  the  pro|»osinon  of  last  year 
has  produced  a  gieat  shock  to  any  branch 
of  our  commercial   industry,  or  has  dis- 
place«t  English  labour.      As   to  the  very 
depressed  state  of  the  prices  of  agricultural 
products  1  cannot  fur  a  moment  think  of 
ascribing  that  in  any  considerable  degree 
to  the  direct  operation  of  the    measures 
of  last  Sermon.     1  cannot,   indeed,  whe- 
tht.T  here  or  lUcwhere  maintain,  that  they 
have  productd    more    than  a    sliglii   and 
scarcely  perceptible  eflVct   on  the  prices 
of  corn  and  of  oilier  agricultural  commo- 
dities.      I5ut  with  regard  to  the  ('Ustonis* 
Art,  I  do  contend  that  it  ha»,  without  any 
violent  shock  to  UriiiMi  indiistrvaud  trade, 
rnriiiira^cd  ti.e  im|ior(  tr.ide.  Iiy  pro\idii:g 
n<'W  me'iit*i  foi  our   pTfiving  in  f:x«*iiaf('r;e 
the  piodiK'e  (f  foiei;;n  countries.    I'tieact, 
howirvcr,  h.is  been  so  short  a  time  in  ope- 
ration, and  under  circumstancei  so  uuta- 
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vourable,  that  it  woald  be  Tery  uujitttciiher 
to  condemn  it    for  the    smaltness  of  iu 
results,  or  to  eoieztain  exaggentcd  lati* 
cipations  of  its    ultimate  effects*  or    to 
speak  ID  sangaine  tenns  of  tlMise  oome- 
i]uences  which  have  already  aocnicd.     At 
the  same  time  1  tbiuk  tliat  to  iUvatrale 
the  effects  of  the  tariff  oo  various  brancfaas 
of  trade  facts  might  be  stated,  vhidi  «oold« 
under  all  the  circumstances,  be  satisfactory 
to  the  House,  and  would   show  Uiat  its 
tendency  has  been,  even  io  the  short  tine 
of  its  operation,  to  give    encourageoicnt 
to  the  trade  and  employment  to  the  bbour 
of  the  country.     I  will  not  allude  to  tliis 
part  of  the  subject  at  any  length,  bot  1 
must  refer  to  some  articles  in  the  class  of 
raw  mciterials,  of  great  though  with  ooc 
exception,  secondary  importance.     With 
respect,  for  instance,  to  the  change  which 
was  made  in  the  law  affecting  limber,  the 
result  has  been  up  to  the  present  tiae, 
altogetlier  satisfactory,  though,  uodoabl- 
edly,   as    the   noble   Lord   staled,  great 
mischief  has  arisen    from   the   postpone* 
ment  of  the  date  at  which  the  alteration 
of   the    limber  duties  came    into  opera- 
tion.     I  rei>eat,    thai  the   present  stale 
of  the  timber  market  dcnmiislrates    the 
satisfactory   effects   of   the  legislatioo  of 
last   Sessiv>n.        It  is    well   known    that 
the  iuipoitarion    of   colonial  timber    for 
some  time  previous  to  IS4*3,  had  beeu  so 
excessive,   that  twelve  months  ago  that 
trade  was  subject  to  a  state  of  the  most 
serious  depression ;   this  depression   was 
ag;;ravated  during  the  summer,  and  before 
the  alteration  took  place  the  prices  were 
such  that,  independent  of  duly,  there  was 
a  hirgc  absolute  loss  to  the  importer.  The 
object — one  of  the   great  objects   of  the 
change   made  last  year — was,  to  give  a 
stimulus  to  the  trade  in  that  commodity, 
and,    although    only   four    months    has 
elapsed  since  that  stimulus  was  given,  the 
purpose  has  been   as  far  as   time  would 
admit  attainrd  ;   for  the  prces  of  timber 
are  at   the  present  moment  not   only  less 
depressed  than  (ht^y  were  before  the  change 
in  the  law,  but  have  almost  reached  the 
point  at  which  they  >iooil  twelve  months 
ago ;  and  I  need  not  add  that  the  increased 
return  to  the  importer,  or  I  should,  per* 
h.ip«,  rather  say  his  diminished  loss,  gives 
eviilcnce   of  an  augmented  demand,  and 
thereby  of  an  encourdgrment  of  trade.    In 
the  month  of  February,  IS  12,  ilic  price  of 
(Quebec  yellow    pine  averaged    l-^Jc/.  per 
foot,  on  which  the  duty  of  1 1  s.  (id.  per  loadi 
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levied  on  a  variety  of  cargoes,  waft  equiva« 
lent  to  3|<f.»  leaving  about  \2\d.  per  foot 
to  the  importer.  In  February,  1843,  the 
price  of  Quebec  yellow  pine  averaged  lA^d. 
per  foot,  deducting  from  which  the  duty  of 
\s,  per  load  and  5  per  cent.,  left  about 
144^  per  foot  to  the  importer.  Thus  a 
very  considerable  change  has  been  pro* 
duced  by  the  increased  demand  for  the 
commodity,  and  within  the  last  four 
months  of  1842,  during  only  two  months 
and  a  half  of  which  the  new  law  has  been  in 
operation,  the  increase  in  the  consumption 
has  been  calculated  to  amount  to  15  per 
cent.,  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
eight  months.  1  find  also  that  there 
has  been  in  like  manner  a  considerable 
increase  during  the  last  six  months  of 
1842,  when  the  new  law  had  come  into 
operation  in  several  articles  of  raw  materials 
delivered  for  consumption.  As  compared 
with  1841,  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
the  quantity  of  oak  bark  delivered  for 
consumption  to  the  extent  of  133,000  cwt.; 
in  hides,  of  33,000 cwt.;  in  indigo,  of 
3,000  cwt.;  in  olive  oil,  of  4,200  tuns; 
in  furniture  woods,  of  1,750  tons ;  in  tur- 
pentine, of  114,000  cwt.;  and  in  pearl 
and  potashes,  of  26,000  cwt.  All  this  in- 
crease has  occurred  at  a  time  of  extreme 
depression,  and  it  serves  to  raise  the  pre- 
sumption that  the  diminution  of  duties 
made  last  year  upon  all  these  articles  has 
had  the  effect  of  stimulating  labour  and 
the  application  of  capital  to  trade  in  the 
commodities  to  which  the  diminution 
applied ;  and  it  therefore  proves  that  the 
Government  so  far  has  not  been  inatten- 
tive to  devising  and  carrying  measures  cal- 
culated to  effect  the  purposes  which  the 
noble  Lord  proposes  that  we  should  now 
consider  the  means  of  effecting. 

With  respect  to  the  law  of  last  Ses- 
sion affecting  com,  the  noble  Lord  has 
not  given  any  great  prominence  to  that 
subject  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  and  I 
aAi  unwilling,  therefore,  to  enter  upon  a  full 
discussion  of  that  topic.  Yet  lam  far,  very 
far,  from  shrinking  from  the  discussion  of 
that  question, — nay,  I  am  anxious  to  in* 
vite  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
operation  of  the  act  of  last  year;  but  I 
am  unvnlling  to  introduce  into  this  debate 
a  subject  upon  which  the  noble  Lord 
who  raised  it  has  hardly  touched.  Bui 
at  the  same  time  he  must  observe,  that 
the  argument  of  the  noUe  Lord  was 
a  general  argument,  and  I  scarcely  kne# 
how  to  deal  fairly  with  the  noble  Loid^ 


without  illustrating  my  views  by  refer- 
ence to  the  subject  of  our  importation  of 
corn  generally.  Though  the  motion  of  the 
noble  Lord  is  vague,  and  may  mean  any- 
thing or  nothing,  still  the  real  question  at 
issue  between  us,  which  I  cannot  forget, 
is  the  continuance  or  the  abrogation  of  the 
Corn-law  ;  and  at  this  poiat  I  must  b^ 
justified  in  asking  the  noble  Lord—sup- 
posing the  noble  Lord  obtain   the  com* 
mittee--^upposing  the    House  ready  to 
abandon  the  Corn-law — by  what  arrange- 
ments   would    the   Gentlemen    opposite 
supersede  it.    Let  the  House  remember 
what  a  variety  of  opinions  exist  on  this 
sul^ect  among  boo.  Members  on  the  other 
side.    The  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for 
the  city  of  London  and  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  has  proposed  to  abolish  the 
present  Corn-law,  and  to  substitute   a 
fixed  duty,  which  he  has  never  called  a 
small  fixed  duty,  but  a  moderate  fixed 
duty,  snch  a  fixed  duty  as  would  yield  an 
efficient  protectk)n  to  agriculture,  and  this 
fixed  duty  of  the  noble  Lord's  invention 
is   distinguished   from   all   other    fixed 
duties   iu    this  peculiarity  —  that   it   is 
continued  without  variation  to  a  certain 
price,    and  then    is    abolished,    it  is   n 
dead  level  up  to  a  certain  point,  and  then 
it  suddenly  vanishes  altogether— it  is  in 
short,  a  table-land  terminating  in  a  preci- 
pice.   It  is  hardly  fair  for  me  to  crttieiie 
the  plan  of  the  noUe  Lord  in  his  absenee, 
because  it  has  nevec  to  my  knowledge 
found  any  defender  in  this  House  or  dse- 
wbere  except  the  noble  Lord  himself; 
and  indeed  1  must  say,  that  the  plan  met 
with  very  sorry  treatment  at  the  bands  of 
the  noble  Lord's  political  alliesy  some  of 
whom  told  the  noble  Lord  most  uncere- 
moniously that  he  had»  by  hia  proposition, 
got  into  a  scrape,  and  that  he  must  get  out 
of  it.    The  noble  Lord  again,  who  spoke 
to-night,  has  declared*  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, that  he  is  in  favour  of  a  small  fixed 
duty,  while  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member 
for  Tiverton  has  repeatedly  announced, 
that  he  is  in  favour  of  a  fixed  duty,  not, 
however,  for  the  purpose  of  protectbn,  only 
for  the  purpose  of  revenue :  but  the  noble 
Lord  hat  never  attempted  to  explain  how 
a  fixed  duty  levied  upon  an  article  from 
abroad  which  comet  into  competition  with 
the  tame  commodity  of  home  growth,  ao 
long  at  the  latter  ia  ontaxed^  can  poasiUy 
be  any  thing  else  than  a  protective  duty* 
I   cannot  help  thinkins,  bewevtr,  tliat 
tlie  noUe  Lora»  in  mkif%  iuch  n  pio* 
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posal,  would  have  great  difficulty  in  meet- 
ing the  objection  which  was  put  in  an- 
swer to  it  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stockport,  who  remarked,  that  if  tlie 
principle  was  good  of  laymg  a  tax  on 
foreign  corn  for  the  purpose  of  revenue, 
why  not  also  tax  the  home  corn,  and  cause 
a  duty,  or  general  excise,  to  be  levied  on 
it  as  it  came  from  the  mill  ?  And  it  would 
be  not  a  little  curious  to  know  how  the 
noble  Lord  can  reconcile  his  unlimited 
adoption  of  the  principles  of  free- trade, 
and  his  utter  denunciation  of  protection  as 
an  unqualified  wrong,  with  his  plan  for 
levying  a  duty  on  foreign  corn,  although 
it  is  masked  under  the  alluring  name  of  a 
duty  for  revenue.  But,  generally  speak- 
ing, the  opponents  of  the  Corn-law  of 
last  year  were  decidedly  and  irreconcileably 
at  variance  amongst  themselves  as  to  what 
they  would  substitute  in  its  place,  sup- 
posing that  they  should  succeed  in  getting 
rid  of  the  present  law.  Some  were  in  fa- 
vour of  protection  to  the  producer  of  corn, 
others  were  for  the  gradual  relaxation  of 
the  law,  and  the  progressive  adoption  of 
a  low  fixed  duty,  whilst  others  were  for 
the  entire  and  immediate  removal  of  the 
Corn-laws. 

Now,  Sir,  with  respect  to  the  last-named 
proposition,  I  cannot  imagine  on  what 
principle  you  propose  to  refuse  to  the 
article  of  corn  that  which  you  have  al- 
lowed to  every  other  article  of  proJuction. 
When  1  recollect  the  time  and  attention 
that  was  devoted  to  the  subject  of  import 
duties  last  year,  and  ufter  the  House  has 
acknowledged  and  re-aOirmcd  by  a  new 
arrangement  the  general  principle  of  pro- 
tection as  applicable  both  to  landed  pro- 
duce, and  to  all  other  articles,  it  would 
l)c  a  most  extraordinary  proceeding  if  the 
House  in  the  present  Session  should  pro- 
ceed to  abrogate  thai  principle  us  applicil 
to  corn.  The  llritish  producer  of  corn 
possesses  no  peculiar  advantages  over  the 
producers  of  otlur  articlo  at  home,  or 
uver  the  pruduceis  of  corn  abroad,  and  he 
has  at  least  as  gn-at  a  right  as  any  other 
clasA  uf  |>ersons  Uj  claim  the  protcrtion  of 
the  Legislature.  It  is  asked  by  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  (^orn-law  why,  in  dealing 
With  corn,  do  yon  adopt  a  ditioreni  prin- 
('i)>le  from  that  which  you  act  ti[M)ii  in  the 
modi;  of  levying  a  pmlictivi'  duly  on  all 
otlitT  conimuditi(.-s,  and  str,iiij:clY  viiui]t;)i 
It  i%  propDSiMi  iidt  to  riinovf,  but  to  n- 
versir  ihi:  anmnaly  by  arioptin^  a  dilicrcni 
princjplc  for  corn  iu  a  contrary  scn&e,  and 


refusing  to  coni  what  is  allowed  to  every 
thing  else  ?  But  with  respect  to  the  ob- 
servation itself.  Why,  it  is  asked,  do 
not  apply  a  fixed  and  certain  duty  to 
instead  of  having  a  scale  of  duties  Taryiofr 
according  to  the  rise  or  fall  of  prices? 
Now,  there  is  one  particular  answer  to 
this  observation,  which  appears  to  roe  to 
be  of  itself  conclusive,  although  I  admit  it 
is  conclusive  only  as  a  temporary  answer. 
[Cheers.]  If  the  noble  Lord  thinks,  that 
he  has  any  cause  of  triumph  at  the  ose  of 
the  epithet,  he  is  welcome  to  it ;  bat  lei 
him  bear  me  oat,  and  the  noble  Lord  will 
find,  that  I  have  employed  the  word  only 
with  reference  to  one  particular  argument, 
not  to  the  whole  merits  of  the  case,  and 
that  the  scope  of  my  proposition  is  much 
more  narrow  than  he  appears  to  suppose. 
The  answer  that  I  mean,  to  the  argument 
that  I  have  just  mentioned  is,  the  simple 
fact  that  the  corn  trade  in  this  countnr  has 
been  dealt  with,  not  merely  for  a  series  of 
years,  but  for  a  series  of  centuries,  in  a 
different  manner  from  the  trade  in  any 
other  article.  Hon.  Gentlemen  may 
quarrel  with  my  allegation,  and  I  admit 
that  I  do  not  think  that  the  mere  circum- 
stance of  existence  of  a  law  or  a  practice 
for  a  length  of  time,  is  a  sufficient  reason 
for  its  being  perpetuated;  but  if  objec- 
tions be  made,  and  even  if  their  validity 
were  acknowledged,  even  that  would  not, 
in  my  mind,  justify  immediate  and  violent 
changes.  The  article  of  com.  1  repeal, 
has  alwavs  been  treated  in  this  cuun- 
try  by  the  Legislature  difTcrcntly  from  any 
other  commodity.  If  we  go  back  to  the 
early  period  of  the  history  of  the  corn  trade 
in  this  country,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
law  prohibited  the  exportation  uf  corn 
when  it  rose  beyond  a  certain  price,  and 
it  on  the  other  hand  prohibited  the 
im|)ortation  of  corn  when  the  price  fell 
below  a  certain  point.  From  the  Restur. 
ation,  and  stiil  more  from  the  Revolution 
to  the  Viai  \lf\.'>,  very  stringent  Corn- 
la  ws  wcie  enacted,  and  wi-re  in  force,  of 
the  nature  wiiich  I  have  just  described. 
.At  the  latter  period,  I  admit,  there  was  a 
practical  relaxation  of  the  law;  but  still 
the  principle  uf  protectiun  was  maintained 
ill  the  form  that  it  now  exists.  I  appre- 
hiMid  that  ihr  jroncral  principle  of  Customs' 
duties  was  llii!*,  that  a  poundage  was 
.;rnni<il  fr«im  timi*  tn  time,  but  it  wa< 
lixL-d  and  li:iil  n«»  CfniiKCtion  with  changes 
uf  price,  but  the  principle  which  Ins  been 
acted  u\Mji\  for  centuries  with  reference  to 
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the  article  of  corn,  has  been  to  make  the 
provisions  of  the  law  vary  in  some  relation 
or  other  to  the  price  in  the  market.  In 
no  other  article,  I  believe,  is  this  principle 
generally  applied.  For  this  reason  alone, 
were  there  no  other,  especially  when  we 
consider  the  vast  amount  of  capital  applied 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  and  the 
great  mass  of  labour  engaged  in  it,  if  the 
immediate  application  of  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  Customs'  duties  be  likely  to  cause 
a  sudden  and  violent  shock,  we  ought  to 
hesitate  and  carefully  examine  and  pro- 
vide for  consequences  before  we  applied 
it,  even  if,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  it 
were  generally  admitted  that  the  principle 
on  which  we  have  recently  acted  is  not 
the  wisest,  and  that  it  is  one  which  would 
not  now  be  applied,  if  we  had  only  to  deal 
with  the  matter  for  the  first  time. 

The  argument  on  which  the  noble  Lord 
seems  prepared  to  stake  everything  is  this, 
that  we  should  remove  restrictions  on  fo- 
reign commerce,  and  this  will  lead  to  the 
removal  of  restrictions  in  foreign  countries, 
and  will  lead  to  an  immediate  increase 
and  beneficial  exchange  of  your  exports  to 
the  extent  of  your  additional  imports.  On 
this  part  of  the  subject,  the  noble  Lord 
was  pleased  to  quote  a  passage  from  a 
speech  of  mine  last  year,  in  which  I  made 
a  reference  to  the  possible  importation  of 
50,000  head  of  cattle.  I  am  willing  to 
make  every  concession  to  the  noble  Lord, 
and  to  allow  to  him  without  grudging  all 
the  advantage  which  he  may  be  able  to  ex- 
tract from  that  observation  of  mine.  On 
the  occasion  adverted  to  by  the  noble 
Lord,  f  ventured  to  say — and  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  words  quoted  by  the 
noble  Lord  were  altogether  accurate,  but 
I  have  no  desire  to  apply  to  them  any 
material  qualification ;  but  I  believe  I 
said  that  the  increase  of  our  imports  by 
the  admission  of  foreign  cattle,  would  pro- 
duce either  by  direct,  or  by  indirect  means, 
and  not  at  once,  but  in  the  course  of  time, 
a  corresponding  extension  of  our  exports. 
I  do  not  shrink  from  the  avowal  of  this 
proposition ;  but  still  I  think  that  accord- 
ing to  the  particular  circumstances  of  each 
case,  the  adoption  of  the  principle  must  be 
watched  and  guarded,  and  carefully  ad- 
justed by  a  careful  consideration  of  those 
circumstances.  The  principle  may  be,  and 
I  think  very  safe  with  reference  to  the 
importation  of  50,000  head  of  cattle,  for 
there  was  no  reason  to  apprehend  that 
such  an  importation  would  prodoee  the 


displacement  of  British  labour;  in  such 
a  case  it  might  be  well  to  trust  to  the 
operation,  however  slow  and  impeded  it 
may  be,  of  the  natural  laws  of  exchange 
between  roan  and  man,  but  it  does  not 
follow  that  the  law  on  which  the  greatest 
masses  of  the  labour  of  the  country  are 
probably,  to  a  considerable  degree,  de- 
pendent, should  be  abandoned,  and  that 
upon  a  speculation  of  remote  advanti^, 
we  should  agree  to  the  adoption  of  the 
unqualified  propositions  advanced  by  the 
noble  Lord.    The  noble  Lord  said,  that  if 
the  argument  was  good  in  the  case  of 
cattle,  it  was  equally  the  case  in  regard  to 
corn.    I  admit  that  it  is  so  in  the  ab- 
stract.   I  freely  admit  that  if  you  could 
afford  to  wait  until  an  indefinite  period,  for 
the  revolution  of  ages  and  circumstancesi 
until  you  should  realize  the  ultimate  bene- 
fits which  your  trade  might  derive  from 
more  free  and  steady  exchange  with  other 
countries,  it  might  be  wise  to  make  the 
venture;  but  what  is  to  occur  in  the  in« 
terval  of  increased  suffering  and  increased 
depression  which  must  first  occur?    I  do 
not  shrink  from  the  avowal  of  the  prin- 
ciples that  I  have  expressed ;  I  do  not 
evade  the  difficulties  of  the  country  in 
the  existence  of  great  distress  at  this  mo- 
ment, nor  do  I  deny  that  an  extension  of 
employment  is  urgently  required;  but  I 
contend,  that  we  have  no  right  to  assume 
that  a  mitigation  of  that  distress,  an  in- 
crease of  that  employment,  would  be  pro- 
cured by  a  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws.    On 
the  contrary,  the  question  is,  whether  the 
repeal  of  the  Com-laws  woiild  not  dis* 
place  a  vast  mass  of  capital  and  still 
greater  mass  of  labour  now  employed  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  land.    As  to  the 
permanency  of  the  law,  if  you  go  back  so 
far  as  the  year  1764,  you  will  find  that 
since  that  period  there  have  not  been  less 
than  twenty-five  Com*laws,  and  I  do  not 
know  why  you  should  wish,  having  always 
had  mutable  laws  on  this  subject,  here«' 
tofore,  that  you  should  all  at  once  wish 
to  contend  for  an  absolute  permanency  in 
its  form.    The  form  of  the  Corn-laws  has 
been  changed  from  time  to  time,  but  sub* 
stantially  they  have  been  intended  and 
calculated  nnaer  every  form  to  aflTord  pro- 
tection to  agriculture,  regulated,  oTi  at 
least  intended  to  be  regulated,  according 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  country  and 
the  cost  of  production  of  the   artkle, 
and   equally  applied   to  the  protection 
of  the  laiwar  and  caj^tal'  emplojed  ift 
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it.  The  principle  of  protection  bas  i 
hitherto  been  permanent,  and  I  will  not! 
consent  to  abandon  it  while  the  principle  ! 
is  applied  by  our  laws  to  the  production  of 
other  articles.  1  do  not  say  that  I  look 
for  any  abstract  perfection  in  the  present 
or  in  any  other  Corn-laws ;  but  neither 
have  we  in  dealing  with  other  commodities 
last  year  aimed  at  abstract  perfection 
irrespective  of  former  proceedings.  I  do 
not  make  any  peculiar  claim  on  belialf  of 
the  land,  when  1  contend  that  so'iic  regard 
should  be  had  to  the  course  of  legislation 
heretofore  and  to  the  state  of  things  which 
has  arisen  under  it.  For  example,  there 
is  the  case  of  timber.  1  recollect  last  year 
that  nothing  was  thought  more  violent 
than  the  mode  in  which  Government  dealt 
with  the  timber  duties,  and  my  right  hon. 
Friend  was  told  that  he  had  in  a  ruthless 
manner  run  the  risk  of  sacrificing  a  large 
revenue^  and  had  utterly  ruined  the  North 
American  interest.  1  refer  to  the  timber 
duties  as  a  case  in  which  the  duty  was 
supposed  to  have  been  reduced  to  a  very 
moderate  amount.  The  duty  is  now  30*-.  a 
load,  and  is  a  fixed  duty  which  docs  not 
rise  or  fall,  and  the  amount  is  not  less 
than  70  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  article. 
If  you,  take  the  maximum  of  the  duty 
leviable  on  foreign  corn  when  imported 
into  this  country,  it  will  be  found  that  it 
is  never  equal,  or  nearly  equal,  to  the  fixed 
duties  at  all  times  charged  on  timber. 
This  is  a  duty  which  I  apprehend  upon 
abstract  principles  it  would  be  (|uite  as 
diilicult  to  uphold  as  the  corn  duty  ;  and 
not  as  regards  the  agricultural  interest 
alune,  but  in  every  case  before  it  is  dealt 
with  all  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
case  must  be  regarded.  The  noble  Ijord 
quoted  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Burke,  with 
res|iect  to  the  alratract  question  of  pro- 
tection ;  and  1  recollect  that  that  eminent 
statesman,  in  another  speech,  gave  quite 
as  strung  an  opinion,  to  the  effect  that 
every  statesman  must  endeavour  to  com- 
bine his  regard  to  general  principles  with 
a  'careful  estimate  of  ihu  actual  circum- 
stances by  which  they  are  limited  in 
their  application.  Mr.  Burke  said,  that 
the  statesman  who  refused  to  lake  circum- 
stances into  his  view  and  cunsifleration  is 
not  merely  in  error,  he  is  mad — stark  mad 
— metaphysically  mad.  Now,  Sir,  1  spoke 
of  the  shock  that  would  be  ii.tlicled  on  the 
agricultural  interest  r>f  thi:*  country  if  any 
sudden  and  inconsiderate  change  ot  prin- 
ciple was  adopted  iu  legislating  ou  the 


Corn-laws.  1  know  that  there  are  Ikoie  who 
have  tried  to  persuade  the  farmer,  that,  if 
by  a  change  of  the  Corn-laws  the  price  of 
corn  should  be  lowered,  yet  the  rtducliou 
would  not  affect  him,   as  it  would  ooly 
cause  a  corresponding  reductioa  in  his 
rent.     Now,  1  believe,  that  of  the  ihrct 
classes  interested  in  agricultural  puiwitt 
— namely,  the  owner  of  llie  land,  the  oc- 
cupier, and  tiie  labourer,   1  believe  that 
the  first  of  these  classes  would  be  the  least 
afftcted  by  a  change  in  the  Corn-laws^ 
and  is,  therefore,  now  the  least  depeodaot 
on  ihem.     Such  is  the  redundance  of  po- 
pulation in  this  country,  that  1  am  per* 
suaded  that  whatever    difficulties  might 
occur  at  first  in  the  payment  of  rent — that 
whatever  might  be  the  immediate  effect  of 
such  a  change  as  1  have  alluded  lOp  it 
would  in  the  long  run  be  least  felt  by  the 
landowner,  and  less  by  the  occupier  than 
by  the  labouring  class.     But  would  it  be 
necessarily  beneficial  to  our  trade?      Let 
us  suppose  that  the  proposition  of  the  no- 
ble IjOTil  should  be  adopted,  and  that  you 
substitute  for  the  present  Com*laws  a  Uv 
granting  a  low  and  scarcely  sensible  fixed 
duty.  This  would  of  course  be  done«  with  the 
view  to  an  incicase  of  our  foreign  trade- 
Now  I  will  make    an    admission  to    the 
noble  Lord^that  if  a  change  in  the  Com. 
law  were  to  take  place,  and  if  that  change 
were  to  lead  to  an  increased  importation 
of  foreign  corn,  and  if  that  importation  of 
foreign  corn  were  to  be  paid  for  in  Britiah 
goods,  it  would  be  taking  a  most  short 
sighted  and  narrow  view  of  the  interests  of 
British  agriculture  to  view  that  importation 
of  foreign  corn  as  so  much  displacement  of 
British  agricultural  labour.    Of  course  ihe 
first  effect  would  be  that  it  might  reduce 
prices,    but  undoubtedly  that    reduction 
would  contain  within  itself  the  causes  of 
reaction :    it  would  give  a    demand    ibr 
the  labour  of  those  now  unemploved,  and 
thereby  create  a  new  class  of  independent 
consumers  of  agricultural  produce;  and 
further  it  wunld,  by  increasing  the  general 
demand  fur  labour,  raise  the  wages  of  those 
who  now  had  low  wages,  and  thereby  en- 
able them  to  consume  more  largely.  More 
wheat,  I  cannot  hesitate  to  admit,  would 
be  consumed  in  a  state  of  comfort  than  in 
a  state  of  poverty ;  and  if  such  increase  in 
the  consumption  of  wheat  were  not  sufG- 
ciint  to  absorb  the  whole  quantity  added 
by  the  change  in  the  law  to  the  foreign 
impiirtaliun,  no  doubt  there  would  lie  a 
further  increase  of  the  demand  for  other 
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articles  of  agricoUural  produce,  especially 
such  as  are  of  a  more  perishable  nature. 
I  have  not  the  least  hesitation  in  admitting; 
thus  much,  and  I  rejoice  if  the  admission 
shall  save  the  time  of  the  House ;  it  is  a 
proposition  which,  as  far  as  appears  to  me, 
cannot  be  disputed,  and  will  not  be  dis- 
puted, as  I  think,  by  any  person  on  this 
side  of  the  House.  But  the  question 
is  this— ^re  we  without  knowledge,  upon 
a  simple  speculation,  to  assume  that  in- 
crease of  trade  which  the  noble  Lord  as- 
sumed, but  which  he  had  not  endeavoured 
to  demonstrate  ?  That  increase  of  trade 
may  be  indefinitely  distant.  y\re  we  without 
increasing  the  aggregate  of  the  means  of 
employing  the  population,  so  to  encourage 
the  import  of  foreign  corn  as  to  displace 
the  British  labour  now  employed  in  agri- 
culture? Are  we  to  pursue  such  a  course 
without  either  having  taken  measures  to 
secure,  or  without  having  a  rational  and 
sure  prospect  of  those  results  by  which 
alone  such  a  change  in  the  law  can  be 
rendered  either  harmless  or  advisable  ? 
How  are  we  at  this  moment  circumstanced 
with  regard  to  foreign  countries?  The 
three  countries  from  which  we  chiefly 
derive  corn  are  Russia,  including  Russian 
Poland,  Germany,  and  America.  What 
are  the  circumstances,  our  relations  with 
those  countries,  with  regard  to  the  exporta- 
tion of  our  goods?  What  tariff's  have  been 
imposed  in  those  countries?  and  what 
effect  have  those  tariffs  had  on  the  expor- 
tation of  British  goods  ?  The  complaint 
of  the  manufacturer  of  this  country  against 
the  Corn-law  is  this, — that  he  gets  from 
the  British  farmer  a  smaller  return  for  his 
manufactured  goods  than  he  would  obtain 
from  the  foreign  farmer.  Suppose  that 
corn  is  one-fifth  dearer  in  England  than 
America,  the  manufacturer  then  says,  "  I 
give  100,  and  only  get  back  80."  And  he 
estimates,  I  assume,  at  20  per  cent,  the 
tax  which  he  considers  that  he  pays  for 
protection  to  the  British  agriculturist.  He 
does  not  always  take  into  consideration 
the  manner  in  which  the  standard  of  prices 
at  home  for  most  articles  was  affected  by 
the  protective  duties  pervading  our  whole 
tariff;  but  he  contends  that  he  pays  that 
amount  as  a  tax  to  the  British  landlord. 
Suppose  that  to  be  true — grant,  for  argu- 
ment's sake,  the  allegation,  and  suppose 
he  sent  his  100/.  worth  of  goods  to  Ame- 
rica, upon  which  in  England  he  only  got 
80/.,  when  he  got  there  he  found  he  must 
pay  40/.  as  a  tax  to  the  American  Govern- 


ment.     The  present  tariff  of   America 
levies  a  tax  which  1  fear  I  may  very  safely 
estimate  as  being  upon  the  average  above 
rather  than  under  40  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
What  belter  is  the  liritish  manufacturer, 
if  he  escapes  paying  20  per  cent,  to  British 
agriculture,  and  has  to  pay  40  per  cent, 
to  the  American  treasury  ?     I  know  that 
there  are  arguments  in  the  storehouses  of 
political  economy  about  the  distribution 
of  the  precious  metals  and  a  course  of 
circumstances  tending  to  neutralize  this 
derangement  of  the  terms  of  exchange — 
remote  causes,  as  I  have  said  before,  which 
would  take  a  time  such  as  1  am  not  able 
to  define  to  come  into  operation ;   but 
surely  it  would  be  a  violation  of  a  most 
sacred  duty  to  watch  over  the  interests  of 
our  countrymen  if  we  were  for  such  in. 
ducements  as  these—  if  upon  speculations 
so    vague    and    indeterminate    we  were 
to  consent  to  sacrifice  a  certain  source  of 
employment  for  the  population  which,  even 
if  on  abstract  principles  of  economy  not 
the  most  thrifty,  yet  is  an  employment 
which  maintains  millions  of  the  population, 
and  an  employment  which  cannot  be  re- 
placed   by  any  sufficient  substitute  if  a 
sudden  change  of  the  description  proposed 
were  to  be  made.     Sir,  I  admit  the  diffi- 
culty of  arguments  in  a  subject-matter  so 
complex  ;  but  1  apprehend  that  under  the 
circumstances,  and   in  the  case  I  have 
supposed,  I  am  strictly  correct  in  saying 
there  would  be  no  new  labour  set  in  mo- 
tion by  the  manufactures  of  this  country 
if  foreign  corn  were  admitted  free,  but 
what    would    be  more  than   counterba- 
lanced by  the  displacement  of  the  labour 
of  the  British  peasantry;  there  would  be 
no  extension  given  to  trade;  there  would 
be  no  increase  in  the  exportation  of  our 
goods  to  foreign  parts  beyond  what  was 
countervailed  by  the  corresponding  dimi- 
nution at  home;  and  that  derangement  of 
the  home  market  is  what  I  cannot   re- 
concile  it  to  myself  to  aid  in  bringing 
about   when   I  consider    how    much  of 
the  comfort  of  the  population,  for  whom 
the  noble  Lord  feels  so  much,  is  dependent 
on  the  steady  maintenance  of  the  existing 
demand  for  industry.     But  perhaps   the 
noble  Lord  will  say  that  we  ought  to  teach 
foreign  countries  what  are  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  trade — we  ought  to  trust  that  they 
will  follow  in  our  wake,  and  to  give  them 
indications  of  what  we  think  right.     My 
answer  is  that,  in   the  most  intelligible 
form,  indications  of  that  description  were 
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giveo  in  our  tariff  of  last  year.  The  '  produced  aad  most  produce  io  ihe  degree 
greatest  dupoaiiion  has  been  r:ianife:iCed  ind  sphere  of  its  operatioa  a  delHoMoUl 
by  this  country  and  by  Parliament  to  en-  |  etTecc  to  the  pi-^pulacion  of  thrs  coaotry.  I 
courage  and  extend  our  comniercial  trans-  \  will  not  go  into  any  detail  with  respect  to 
actions  with  other  nations.     Hating  given  \  the  operatioo  of  the  tariff  of  Germany  ; 


these  indications^  are  we  to  '^ve  more  and 
more?  Are  we,  without  limit,  withoat  the 
cooaideratioa  of  the  state  of  property  and 
popolation  in  this  country  to  proceed  to 
all  lengths  in  a  career  of  that  kind,  utterly 
regardiess  of  the  policy  of  foreign  nations  ? 
Are  we  to  overlook,  or  to  treat  lightly  the 
important  fact  that  it  is  in  the  power  of 
foreign  countries  to  oppress  the  labourer 
of  this  country  by  restrictive  and  hostile 
tariffs?  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  industry 
and  energy  of  British  labour  and  the  en- 
terprise of  our  capitalists  and  merchants 
will  never  fail  in  a  fair  and  equal  compe- 
tition with  other  countries,  and  even  that 
they  may  ultimately  be  able  to  break  down 
the  barriers  of  restriction  that  are  now  so 
commonly  erected  elsewhere;  but  when 
I  look  at  the  foreign  tariffs  of  last  year, 
I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  nor  refuse  to  ac- 
knowledge the  detrimental  effects  which 
they  have  produced,  and  are  still  pro- 
ducing on  British  trade.  Take,  for  in- 
stance, the  case  of  France,  and  her 
recent  ordinance  with  respect  to  linen 
yams,  and  the  case  of  Germany,  and  her 
restrictions  imposed  last  year  on  the  im- 
portation of  mixed  fabrics  of  woollen 
and  cotton,  when  the  duties  in  the  /olU 
verein  on  certain  descriptions  was  raised 
from  thirty  to  fifty  thalcrs  the  centner. 
With  re;;ard  to  the  French  ordinance,  we 
congratulate   ourselves,   and  in  some  re- 


but I  apprehend  that  it  is  much  ibe 
same.  I  undentand  that  the  incffeate 
of  duties  by  the  German  tariff,  which 
before  the  change  were  excessively  high, 
and  which  are  now  enormously  high,  his 
not  had  the  effect  of  stopping  the  exporta- 
tions  from  this  country;  but  still  it  has 
necessarily  had  the  eff:!Ct  of  diminishing 
prodts  and  wages  in  this  coantry,  end 
has  injured  thereby  our  operative  popa- 
laiion.  Then  came  the  case  of  Ame- 
rica, and  the  American  tariff  has  on- 
deniably  produced  a  most  anfaToarabie 
effect  on  the  trade  of  this  coaotry.  Th 
noble  Lord  spoke  of  the  present  depression 
of  trade  in  the  great  manufactariag  dis- 
tricts, but  he  did  not  allude  to  the  canse 
of  the  stoppage  of  the  demand  fross  Ame- 
rica, in  confe4uence  of  the  American 
tariff.  No  one  can  deny  the  great  im- 
portance of  that  demand.  When  snch  are 
the  commercial  laws  of  America,  are  we 
prepared  fur  the  conclusion  that  we  oaghl 
to  abolish  our  own  system,  to  open  withoat 
limit  our  own  markets,  to  displace  ovr 
own  labour  in  expectation  of  what  America 
may  hereafter  be  induced  to  do  for  us  in 
the  way  of  exchange  ?  Are  we  to  trust  to 
the  speculation  that  the  inhabitants  of  onr 
western  states,  the  great  corn-growing 
districts  of  .\merica  are  divided  in  opinion 
from  their  fellow  countrvmen  as  to  the 
present  tariff,   and   will   demand  that  it 


spects  with   reason,  that  it  has  not  pro.    be  altered  ?     It  may  be  so  or  not.     The 
duccd    the  effects  anticipated    from    it ;    eastern   states  are  for  a  high  system  of 


but  let  us  look  seriously  and  impar- 
tially at  the  r'.'al  results  of  thar  ordi- 
nance. It  imfKisel  an  additional  duty  uii 
the  importation  of  linen  yarn>  ;  that 
additional  duty  must  Ijc  paid  by  sotito- 
body  ;  it  is  in  part  paid  by  the  French 
consumf.'r,  it  i^  in  part  paid,  perhaps, 
in  prcniiuin  to  the  sinupuMcr.  but  it  is 
al»o  paid  in  {;reat  part  by  th<:  manufacturer 
of  the  yarns  in  tttiirouiitry.  IJy  its  effect 
his  profits  are  fliminished,  an' J  his  puwc 
to  pay  wages  was  diminished.  It  i.s  true 
that  yarns  continue  to  lie  made,  but  why  ' 
becaiMc  pi'opic  must  live,  because  the 
operalivcN,  from  ilie  abiind:inct*of  the  sup- 
ply of  lalxjur  as<roinpared  wiih  iht*  diniand 
for  It,  must  work  for  wliat  their  employers 
can  afford  to  give.  The  French  ordinance, 
therefore,  with  respect  to  liocn  yarns,  has 


protective  duties  ;  the  southern  states  are 
opposed  to  the  tariff;  the  western  states 
are  divided  in  opinion  with  respect  to  it  ; 
some  of  the  a;;ncullural  population  wii^h 
to  exchange  their  products  with  this  coun- 
try, but  other  portions  of  them  are  opposed 
to  the  democratic  party,  which  \%  also  the 
partv  friondiv  to   free- trade.  I    believe  on 

s  *  • 

account  of  the  course  which  that  party 
has  taken  with  rcs[»cct  to  the  (|ue!«tion  of 
the  currency,  and  are  friondiv  to  the 
rcceiit  restrictions.  We  cannot  calculate 
un  all  these  matters,  and  llu-  ctfixt  that  our 
pfoct'rdings  have  on  the  minds  of  other 
n  itivns ;  wc  cannot  trust,  if  we  JQ«l;;e  from 
proa*  nt  iiiflications,  that  they  will  do  what 
we  would  have  ihem  do.  But  perhaps 
(icntlenien  will  say  that  the  restrictive sys* 
terns  of  other  countries  arc  to  be  traced  lo 
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the  restrictive  system  of  this  country.  Have  to  the  supply  for  the  shippiog  io  our  portt 
we  then  given  to  American  produce  no  the  duty  has  been  altogeUier  taken  away. 
amelioration  in  our  tariff?     1  believe  that    That  trade  has  been  laid  open  to  the  Ame- 


there  is  no  one  country  on  the  face  of  the 
globe  to  which  the  changes  of  the  last 
year  in  our  tariff  has  been  so  extensively 
/aluable  as  to  the  commerce  of  America. 
The  great  change  made  in  our  colonial 
system  of  duties  is  necessarily  of  peculiar, 
indeed,  I  might  almost  say  of  exclusive 
importance  to  America  from  its  proximity 
to  our  colonies,  and  from  the  adaptation 
of  its  commodities  to  meet  their  wants. 
Again,  America  had  a  complaint  against 
us  which  up  to  last  year  had  been  urged 
very  strongly,    and    which    had    excited 
much  ill  feeling.    The  policy  of  our  laws 
before  the  last  year  was  to  draw   large 
portions   of    foreign   produce    from    the 
producing  country  into  our  colonies  by 
granting  a  bonus^  in  the  shape  of  a  dimi- 
nution of  the  duty  payable  in  this  country 
when  the  article  was   imported  from  a 
colonial  port  instead  of  being  brought 
direct.    The  effect  of  that  policy  was,  that 
the  carrying  of  the  produce  to  this  country 
became  a  part  of  our  colonial  trade,  and 
foreign  ships  were  prevented  from  taking 
part  in  it.   Thus  for  example,  large  quan- 
tities of  American  timber  were  drawn  to 
our  North  American  ports,  which  could 
only  be  brought  to  this  country  in  British 
ships,  and  the  Americana  said,  and  not 
1  think  altogether  without  justice,  that 
this  was  a  virtual  counteraction  of  the 
reciprocity  treaties,  by  which  there  ought 
to  be  free  competition  between  the  ships 
of  the  two  countries,  in  the  whole  com- 
merce carried  on  between  them.    That 
complaint  was  made  the  subject  of  a  long 
argument  in  a  committee  of  Congress  last 
year,  and  the  foundation  for  that  com- 
plaint has  been  altogether  removed.  Then, 
there  were   other  articles  which   I    will 
mention  very  briefly,  in  which  America  is 
much  interested,  and  on  which  the  duties 
have  been  lowered.    America  has,  gene- 
rally speaking,  as  it  is  well  known,  ex- 
ported large  quantities  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce.   Now,  one  of  the  most  important  of 
the  classes  of  produce  which  she  thus 
exports  is  that  of  salt  provisions.     With 
regard  to  this  article,  we  had  a  market  for 
it  in  two  ways— a  small  market  for  our 
own  internal  consumption,  and  a  consi- 
derable  market    for  the  supply  of  our 
shipping.     With   regard   to  our  internal 
market,  the  duty  upon  this  article  has 
been  much  diminished,  and  with  respect 


open 

ricans  without  any  duty  whatever,  and  it  it 
a  trade  in  one  of  their  moat  important 
productions.    The  duties  on  many  other 
articles  also  have  been  lowered  which  the 
Americans  export ;  for  iustanoe,  the  duties 
on   hides,    rice*  ashes,    turpentine,  and 
others ;  on  all  these  articles  the  change  of 
duty  has  been  highly  favourable  to  the 
American  trade,  and  enlarged  the  power 
of  that  country  to  exchange  itt  produc- 
tions for  ours.    The  duty  on  the  impor- 
tation of  sperm  oil  has  also  been  lowered, 
a  measure  which  most  beneficially  aflected 
the  whale  fisheries  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  considered  one  of  the  most  decided 
among  the  measures  taken  by  my  right 
hon.  Friend,  and  it  was  opposed  by  some 
hon.    Members   opposite,  and    amongst 
others  by  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
I^ndon.     It  is  one  which  has  opened  a 
commerce    from    which  foreignen  were 
under  the  former  law  almost  wholly  ex- 
cluded, and  which  will  be  exclusively  to 
the  benefit  of  America,  among  foretcn 
countries,  inasmuch  as  she  carries  on  the 
whale  fishery  to  a  great  extent,  and  with 
much  success,  and  whatever  surplus  may  be 
hereafter  required  over  our  own  production 
we  shall  receive  from  the  American  traders 
by  American  vessels.  It  cannot,  therefore, 
be  said,  that  indications  bad  not  been  given 
by  this  country  to  America  of  a  disposi- 
tion to  extend  the  means  of  exchange  be* 
tween  the  two  countries ;  and  bow .  have 
those  indications  been  met?  In  the  month 
of  July  the  tariflT  became  law  in  this  conn- 
try  ;  and  it  was  on  the  last  day  of  the 
same  month  I  believe,  that  America  passed 
its  tariff,  increasing  the  dntiea  on  the  im- 
portation of  all  artidea  of  British  piodnce, 
in  such  a  degree  as  to  render  them  in 
many  important  cases  prohibitory  dntiea. 
Sir,  I  very  much  regret  to  have  detained 
the  House  so  long ;  but  when  I  considered 
the  argument  of  we  noUe  Lord  I  felt  that  I 
could  not  refrain  from  making  this  state- 
ment. The  argument  of  the  noUe  Lord«  be 
it  observed,  ia  this ;— "  Do  yon  give  indica- 
tions of  a  desire  to  enlarge  commeroial  in- 
tercodrse,  and  other  countries  will  follow  in 
your  train."    The  answer  I  must  make  it 
that  indications  have  been  |;iveQ  of  that 
desire.    The  return  of  foreign  countriet 
up  to  the  present  moment,  so  fiur  from 
being  in  the  line  of  relaxations,  has  been 
in  the  line  of  additional  restriction.    I 
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trust  and  belieTe  that  we  hare  yet  too 
limited  an  eX|:>erience  to  warrant  ns  in 
forming  a  judgmeet  of  tbe  courae  they 
will  hereafter  pursue.  I  truit  and  believe 
that  the  fallacies  by  which  ihe  Amcricao 
people  have  been  deceived  will  be  di»< 
pellcd.  But  we  lurely  musl  proceed  with 
a  due  regard  to  our  induitry  and  in- 
terests both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  and  it 
would  be  absurd  indeed  if  we  were  ; 
lo  regulate  our  trade  as  to  leave  oui 
lelves  altogether  at  the  mercy  of  the  poliry 
or  of  the  impolicy  of  tlie  countries  wiiji 
which  we  trade.  I  have  therefore,  dealt 
with  the  arguments  of  the  noble  I^rd, 
not  with  reference  to  the  present  Corr 
Bill  so  much  ns  with  respect  lo  ihe  general 
question  ;  and  I  have  endeavoured  lo  show 
that  the  noble  I<ord  might  have  spared 
himself  the  trouble  of  advancing  abstmct 
principles,  because  the  real  quesiion  is  one 
of  lime,  circumstance,  and  degree.  That 
view  has  been  rect^nizcd  in  this  country 
for  Ihe  last  twenty-  five  yeais  by  ivery  (5o- 
vernmeot  which  has  successively  held 
office;  and  there  is  no  Minister  who  hns 
held  office  during  that  period  who  has 
not  introduced  measures  in  ihe  nature 
of  relaxations  of  our  commercial  code. 
Indeed  I  must  say,  that  the  Government  10 
which  right  bon.  Gentlemen  and  noble 
Lords  opposite  bcloQ);ed  was,  of  all  others, 
most  slack  in  introducing  such  measures 
from  the  year  IS3.5  until  the  memorable 
Nession  of  1841.  Perhaps  I  have  not 
upon  the  present  occasion  sufficicndy  ci- 
plalned  my  own  views ;  and  I  only  wish 
that  the  noble  I^td  had  made  a  specific 
proposition,  upon  which  a  specific  opi- 
nion might  have  been  given.  Dealing  in 
generalities,  the  noble  Lord  hascompeTlcd 
me  to  be  less  specific  and  likewise  from 
(he  imperfect  nature  of  my  own  statements 
more  liable  lo  misapprehension  tlinn  I 
should  otherwise  have  been  ;  but  I  may 
say,  at  lean  with  respect  lo  I  his  general 

fropnsition  for  a  committee  of  the  whole 
louse,  that  I  have  shown,  or  at  least  I 
have  attempted  with  full  conviciiuo  on  my 
nwn  part  to  show,  thai  it  is  a  pro|io>itir)n 
which  would  disturb  all  the  exiiling 
relations  of  the  country ;  and  one  ihan 
which — supposing  it  were  nirrued  upon 
and  adopted- -nothing  could  be  more 
difficult  and  inconvenient  and  praciiridly 


tke  Country. 


scleis.     t  e 
Lord  ,ets  : 


1  but  if  ii 
cet'il  I')  a  re|ieal  of  the 
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(he  substitution  for  the  preuat  hw  of 
such  a  plati  as  he  has  himself  recom- 
Diended,  I  must  contend  that  tba  nobis 
Lord  has  made  out  no  grouod  lor  th« 
change,  that  tbe  House  must  be  go> 
verned  in  that,  as  in  other  comnwicnl 
questions,  by  a  fair  estimate  of  conflictii^ 
claims  and  considers  lions,  and  that  the 
change  is  one  of  which  the  benefit!  «o«M 
be  aliogfther  remote  and  indefinite,  white 
it  would  be  attended  with  (he  mod  im- 
portant and  serious  disasters,  not  loM  (o 
the  trading  than  to  our  agricultural  ib- 
teresls,  and  the  geneial  indastry  of  ths 
country. 

Mr.  iMliouekere  ■  I  ran  assure  the  Houae 

that  1  am  well  aware  how  difficult  it  will 

Ik  fiir  mo  to  arrest  its  attention  at  (hia 

late  [icriiHl  nf  the  evening,  and  when  it  ■■ 

haiiiitcd  bv  the  length  to  which  the  de- 

ite    has    alrea<ly   run;   but    the  qnealiM 

bniught  forward  by  my  noble  Friend  ia 

one  nf  such  infinite  moment  and  importaaee 

the  existing  state  of  the  countryt  that  I 

cannot  Justify  myself  by  giving  a  aileDt 

vote  on  It     I  have  always  entertained,  im 

common  with  tlie  entire  bndyof  the  Honac; 

a  very  high  opinion  of  the  abilittea  «f  the 

right  hon.  Gentleman  who  haa  Juat  nt 

down;  I  have  always  acknowledged  thst 

on  any  side  of  a  question  which  he  en- 

braccs  and  supiMrts,  lie  can  argne  with 

great  ingenuity  and  force;  but  hta  speech 

to-night  has  cunviiiccd  me  further,  thatin 

nno  and  ihc  same  speech,  he  has  powcn  ef 

arguing,  with  singular  dexterity,  on  twe 

totally  opposite  views  of  the  aamc  aubject; 

for  one  pert  of  his  speech,  which  I  liateBed 

*"  with  the  utmost  satiifisction,  appetrcd 

ine  the  best  argument  that  (xmU  te 

advanced  in  support  of  the  priodptea  wtd 

motion  of  my  noble  Friend,  which  he  mat 

r>ppi«c.     I  am  happy  to   see  that  tW 

field  of  discussion  between  us  u  etcead* 

ingly  narrowed  by  the  admissiooa  whidi 

been  made  by  the  right  hon.  l'^t|e> 

lo  tltc  fir^t  plu»;,  we  find  that  the 

apiulliiig  disircas  which  my  nubte  Friend 

hiui  stated  to  exist  in  large  and  important 

]Mirlions  of  the  country,  is  iu  nu  degree 

iiii-d  by  the  right  hon.  Cicntlcman;  that 

inaki's  no  attempt  whatever  to  palliate 

we:ilieu  the  fact  and  effect  of  ihc  atatc- 

ineut.    If  then,  this  be  m,  indeed  :  if  thcM 

painful   Olid   heartrending  beta   be   HciM 

tiuivi'rsally  admitted  by  the  House,  oawcll 

by  tli'i'4^  out  of  the  f  loii.sc,  it  Ih-cimim*  a 

«.  rioiis   ;iii  :dl-inip<>rtjnt,  un   iinavnidaUt' 

i|iieMion,  nhai  cn'irH'  it  Uhnves.  the  rrjire. 

■^ntattvco  of  the   iw.i>]>Ic  In   pursue  tindtr 
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such  circumstances ;  and  I  was  astonished  to 
hear  the  right  hon.  Gentleman^  after  hav- 
ing deliberately  stated  to  the  House  that 
he  not  only  admitted  the  fact  of  the  dis- 
tressy  but  that  it  was  right  that  Parliament 
should  consider  any  means  that  might  be 
suggested  for  alleyiating  that  distress.  I 
was  astonished,  I  say,  to  hear  him  go  on  to 
state,  that  he  objected  to  the  motion  of  my 
noble  Friend  as  opening  a  wide,  vague, 
and  useless  field  of  dissension  ;  and,  as  he 
expressed  it,  of  embarkins  this  House  on 
a  sea  of  discussion  and  agitation,  without 
a  pilot  to  guide  them.  I  am  quite  ready 
to  admit,  that  the  pilot  to  whom  the  coun- 
try have  a  right  to  look,  when  there  is 
tempest  and  danger  around  and  about  it,  is 
the  chief  Minister  of  the  Crown,  but  let  it 
be  remembered,  that  my  noble  Friend  did 
not  invite  the  House  to  embark  on  this 
sea,  without  pilot,  chart,  or  compass,  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says,  until  alter 
the  chief  Minister  of  the  Crown,  while  ad- 
mitting the  alarming  state  of  the  country^ 
stated  that  he  had  no  measures  to  propose 
for  the  relief  or  alleviation  of  that  aistress. 
If  that  right  hon.  Baronet  could  justify  it 
to  his  own  sense  of  duty,  in  the  station 
which  he  occupies,  to  make  that  declara- 
tion in  the  face  of  the  House  and  of  the 
country,  it  becomes  those  representatives 
of  the  people  who  feel  that  they  have  a 
duty  to  discharge,  to  step  in  ana  attempt 
to  resue  their  country  from  peril,  whatever 
be  the  consequences  of  such  a  declaration. 
When  the  regular  pilot  declares  that  he 
knows  not  which  way  the  wind  blows,  nor 
how  to  steer  the  endangered  ship,  it  is  not 
improper  even  for  a  cnanoe  passenger  to 
step  in  and  attempt,  as  best  he  may,  to 
guide  the  deserted  helm.  The  objection 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  my 
noUe  Friend  is,  that  he  has  not  attempted 
to  suggest  what  special  measures  ought  to 
be  proposed  as  a  remedy  for  that  of  which 
he  complains :  that  he  merely  indicates  the 
general  course  of  policy  which  he  should 
pursue  without  layingbefore  the  House  any 
raedfic  measures.  This  is  a  very  strange 
ODJection  toproceed  from  the  Gentlemen  op- 
posit  We  all  remember  that  two  years  ago« 
when  we  sat  on  their  side  of  the  House  imd 
they  on  ours,  how  scornfully  they  rejected 
the  idea  of  their  suggesting  an^  rem^y  for 
the  evils  of  which  they  complained  ?  Said 
they  not ?  ''What  is  a  government  for? 
What  do  you  hold  your  offices  fiv? 
What  do  you  receive  your  salaries  for? 
It  is  to  you,  in  possession  of  official  inform- 
atioD^  tnat  we  must  look  in  the  time  of  dsffl- , 


culty  and  danger  for  the  measures  which 
are  to  rescue  us.  Ours  is  the  short,  the 
easy,  the  simple  task  of  opposing  what  you 
bring  forwara ;  and  upon  this  principle^ 
you  then  pertinaciously  resisted  measuies 
which  we  nad  anxiously  prepspred,  and  we 
earnestly  impressed  upon  you,  as  necessary 
to  the  public  welfiu*e,  which  every  month 
since  has  convinced  me  would,  if  they  bad 
been  allowed  by  you  to  be  carried,  have 
placed  this  country  in  a  very  difierent 
position  from  that  which  it  now  occupies. 
When  the  right  hon.  Baxonet  took  omoe, 
he  uAi  the  country  that  his  mere  advent 
to  the  Government  would,  of  itself,  be 
found  sufficient  to  tranquillise  men's  minds^ 
and  settle  trade  and  commerce  upon  a 
thoroughly  solid  and  satisfiu^tory  basis ;  but 
I  apprehend  that  by  this  time  that  pleas- 
ing oelusion  must  have  been  dispellecl.  He 
added,  however,  that  he  should  take  time  to 
consider  what  measures  might  be  necessary. 
The  rieht  hon.  Gentleman  then  brougbt 
forward  his  commercial  measures  of  Kst 
Session.  If  I  found  that  commercial  proe- 
perity  was  restored— if  I  found  that  manu- 
nicturing  industry  was  relieved,  and  the 
condition  of  the  country  improved,  I  could 
understand  the  argument — "  Wait  a  little 
loncer-^ve  the  Ministers  time,  and  by*i 
an£by  the  Government  will  go  further." 
But  I  must  say,  that  the  predictions  whidi 
were  then  maue  on  this  side  of  the  House^ 
have  been  signally  verified*  We  then  stated 
that  the  measures  were  not  large  enou^  | 
that  though  they  were  good  in  princi|de» 
they  were  madequate  to  the  drcumstancesof 
theooontry.  We  said  that  they  were  tainted 
with  partiality  and  injustioe;  that  tbejr 
dealt  with  a  great  variety  of  small  Interests^ 
and  did  not  deal  with  the  great  questioii  rf 
the  Cdm-Iaws  efibctualty^andleft  die  great 
sugar  monopoly  untoudied.  We  never  anti* 
dpated  any  very  good  result^  and  those 
wnich  we  anticq;)ated  we  believed  the  In* 
come-tax  would  render  of  little  use.  We 
neverantidpated  that  thereductionmade  by 
the  tariff  would  comprasate  fi>r  the  Income- 
tax.  The  right  boo.  Gentleman,  by-the* 
bye,  in  hisspeech  made  a  curious  admission, 
which  I  may  notloe.  The  right  hon.  Bii- 
ronet  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  saUU 
when  he  fanm^t  forward  tiie  tariff,  that  it 
would  enable  the  consumers  gjeneraDy  tQ 
save  the  Income-tax,  in  the  pnce  of  con- 
sumable commodities.  But  tne  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Vioe-Presid«it  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  said  to-night  that  the 
tariff  has  not  lowered  the  price  of  c 
dities  any  assignable  degvee.    The 
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IkAn.  GiiLtieiaaA  msjriit  trr,  but  \if.  wr^:!^  . 
fin*i  it  nth«r  dilfioilc  to  rpnmril**  th^  ex-  l 
pf:r.r;iti''*fM  fonncriv  ttxnteil  by  tfc«  rei^'io-  j 
fiftn  </f  duties,  vitli  what,  I  hav*!  no  <iMiIit.  j 
▼rth  porfor.t  furD<?ui  he  hai  thii  ni;;ht  uid. ! 
Thi(  ri;*hth«»n.  Cent!«iiRan  not  harfajrheeo 
vf^  4ii#!n»<MffiI  io  point iog  ^ivit  any  mL^- 
taki^  tn^f:  Kt  cnv  a^«fjlc  Friead.orin  1:2<1. 
in '4  ar^nm<*nt^  to  oppry^e  his  motion,  ha* 
^rul#»fc»^ifirftH  to  r:x/.ite  fii^tuniirn  aofi  'iirien- 
iiion,  amoD^  thf.  Tz-jntlemen  on  thi*  «ii]^  of 
the  Hofj^:.  I  ra;it  mr  cre<  rto  the  opposite 
^ir:n^h#:>t  as  the  ri/ht  hoc.  O^fntlemen  was 
^pes«king,  and  no  gre-at  «kill  in  ph\9i«»^- 
Wftnj  in  r^i[u\nd  to  be  conrinced  that  the 
face^  of  the  Cientleniftn  opposite  expre^'sefl 
anjrthinj?  rather  than  unanimity  and  satis- 
farrtion  while  they  li^tene^l  tu  the  right 
)ion.  Gentleman'.i  %tatement>.  Hon.  Gcc- 
tlcinen  must  believe,  from  the  right  hon. 
Oentlerrjan's  statf*nncnt.«,  that  an  alteration 
in  tfie  prewot  Com -law  wzn  not  imptjs- 
<iiLle.  H'itfar4Jt  <^>ing  anj-thinir  of  the 
law,  I  may  i^y,  that  it  \n  of  the  highest 
importance,  wfiaterer  ^vstem  of  C«im-law 
we  hare,  that  it  shouM  be  considercfl  to 
have  in  it  Home  degree  of  stability  and  per- 
manence. I'ut  the  language  of  the  right 
hon.  fient Ionian  is  ralculatefi  to  excite 
great  alarm  and  diiisatisfaction  in  hi^ 
Friends,  and  in  the  country  generally. 
They  arc  alarmef!  lest  the  mca-^^ure  of  la»t 
yc-ar  may  not  \a*  4»mtinuct1,  and  it  i*  of 
great  impr>rtancc  to  the  trading  and  farm- 
ing interest  that  no  doubt  should  exist  on 
the  subject.  If  I  know  anything  of  the  feel, 
ing  of  the  agriculturists,  I  should  say  that 
there  ih  nothing  of  more  im|iortance  than 
that  they  should  lie  convinced  that  the  laws 
which  affect  them  lan  Ijc  depende<l  on.  The 
fint  Minister  of  the  (.'rown  has  stateil  that 
the  Corn-law  is  not  Ut  be  altered  this 
year,  but  he  did  nr»t  say  that  it  might  not 
be  altered  next  year.  And  what  said  the 
right  hon.  (/cotleman  tlie  \'ici*- President 
of  the  I{4jard  of  Trade  to-night— what  was 
the  language  he  held  ;  The  right  lion, 
(jcntlcman  said—or,  if  ho  did  not  say, 
allowed  the  House  distinctly  to  under- 
stand—that his  mind  was  made  up  on  the 
imiNiliry  of  the  sliding-S4::iIc.  I  heard  thrs4? 
opinions  without  hurpri*<«s  b('cnu*«e  I  <*riuld 
not  sup|NiMf  that  the  right  hon.  Gpntleniau 
ciMild  lie  plat  ed  in  a  department  in  which 
b«*  liaN  to  watch  over  the  traile  and  nia- 
nuf;u:turrs  of  the  country  — indexed,  I  felt 
sure  thut  the  right  lion.  Cfentlemaii  could 
hot  fill  his  pn**«4>nt  situation,  with  his  i-n- 
large«l  mind,  and  come  to  any  other  coii- 
dusiun.     'J'he  manner  in  which  the  right 


hr.Q.  Gentleman  spoke  of  the  sliding-i 
o/crfaceil  m«  that  he  is  well  aware  of  its 
ii.j>;rit}«i?  cfFecti  on  tlie  comiaerce  of  cW 
c<u3:ry.  I  wa:»  glad  to  hear  tlie  right 
h<;n.  Geoilemao  say.  that  the  landed  ia- 
terest  w\is  a«it  aJooe  vy  consider  the  efiects 
of  the  tJc-nvIaws  oo  theiiiselres»  hot  thoK 
la^s  mu.7t  be  Ufoked  at,  like  other  laws 
adectic?  trade,  in  relation  to  the  whole 
tnfle  of  the  cnuntrr.  The  only 
;:iren  by  the  right  h«>D.  Gentlemai 
ever,  f'^r  hi«  3dvr4.*acy  of  a  departure  froan 
the  geoeni  principle  of  whidi  he  appravcs 
was.  that  his  axuwer  wa>  a  "  temporary 
answer."  5«j  it  appears  that  the  saietj  at 
British  Agriculture  rests  on  a  slidiog-scale 
which  is  supportetl  by  a  temporary  argii- 
ment .'  The  right  hf>o.  Gentleman  said,  that 
the  Corn-laws  wnutd  not  be  altered  this 
Session,  but  he  would  not  say  that  thej 
might  n«)t  be  altered  in  the  rcToiation  of 
ciri*um«tances  ami  ages;  bat  I  shonld 
nut  bo  surprised  if.  not  in  the  rerola- 
tion  f»(  a«^,  but  in  the  n^rolutinn  of  a 
very  few  Sessions,  the  right  hno.  Gen- 
tleman's opinions  were  carried  into  effisct 
and  bccime  the  law  of  the  land.  The 
right  hon.  (lentieman  mentioned  with  a 
taunt  a  comparison  between  the  former 
Government  and  the  present.  Wlien  we 
are  discuseiog  such  a  serious  matter  as  the 
one  now  before  the  House.  I  am  averse 
from  referring  to  party  diflerenoes,  or  to 
direct  accusations  against  my  opponents, 
and  I  only  refer  to  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said,  to  repeat  an  answer  I  have 
lieforc  given  to  similar  accusations  when 
they  were  before  urged.  It  is  again  said, 
that  the  late  Ctovcmment  had  not  brought 
forwanl  any  free-trade  measures,  and  that* 
in  oflFice.  they  had  nut  shown  themsdvcs 
favourable  to  a  free- trade  policy.  Bat  I 
mu«t  remind  the  House,  that  my  noble 
Friend,  l^ord  Palmerstton,  when  he  was  at 
the  head  of  the  l'\)rei},;n -office,  not  only 
esfNiused  free -trade  principles,  but  he  liad 
the  ffunl  fortune  to  conclude  with  fbfeign 
Oovernmeiits  several  treaties  whidi  were 
favourable  to  our  commerce  and  prom«>ted 
our  industry  and  manufactures.  With 
regard  to  legislative  niea.su res,  I  think 
the  right  hon.  (ientlnuan  is  mistaken. 
At  least,  I  mu>t  remind  him,  and  I 
must  r(*mind  the  House  that,  snon  after 
the  formation  (>f  I^ml  C>rey*s  (rovem- 
ment  he  bniught  forwanl  a  measure  for 
altering  the  timlier  dutirs.  I  must  re- 
mind the  House,  also,  of  the  cimimstancr 
that  the  alUT.itiiMi  thrn  proposed  rescm. 
bleil,  I  believe,  a  mea.«iire  which  had  been 
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cntcrtaJDed  by  the  previous  Government 
Instead,  however,  of  supporting  Earl  Grey's 
measure,  the  Gentlemen  opposite,  headed 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Member 
for  Tamworth,  united  all  tlie  |)ersons  op- 
)>osed  to  the  measure,  and  successfully  re- 
sisted the  measure  of  the  Government.     If 
M'e,  the  last  Session,  had  followed  the  same 
course  on  the  subject  of  cattle,  and   had 
united  with  no  inconsiderable  number  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  supporters,  I 
have  no   doubt   the   same  success  would 
have  attended  our  exertions,  and  we  should 
have  defeated  the  right  hon.  Baronet  on  a 
point  which  he  declared  was  the  pivot  and 
the  hinge  of  all  his  commercial  reforms.     I 
have  gone,  perhaps,  too  far,  in  entering 
into  these  party  differences,  when  so  im- 
portant  a   question   is  under   discussion, 
compared  to  which  all  our  disputes  sink 
into  utter  insignificance.     The  distress  of 
the  country  at  the  same  time,  and  particu- 
larly the  effect  of  that  distress  on  consump- 
tion, has  been  so  feelingly  brought  before 
the  House,  that  I  shall  not  be  tempted  to 
say  much  on  this  part  of  the  subject  ;  but 
there  is  one  fact  to  which  I  must  briefly 
ask  the  attention  of  the  House— I  allude 
to   the  consumption  of  sugar  in  the  last 
year.     That  article  affords  one  of  the  best 
tests  I  know  of  the  power  of  consumption 
in   the   people.  .  Last   year,   the  price  of 
sugar  was  lower    than  the   year   before, 
which  makes  the  test  more  complete.    The 
average  price  of  sugar  in  1841  was  385., 
while  the  average  price  in  1842  was  34*. ; 
sugar,  therefore,  should  have  increased  in 
consumption  as  the  price  was  lower.    Not- 
withstanding this  reduction  in  price,  the 
consumption  fell  off  from  270,000  hogs- 
heads  in    1841    to  2G1,000  hogsheads  in 
1842.     There  is  no  doubt  that  the  dimi- 
nution of  consumption  can  be  traced  to  our 
want  of  trade,  for  it  had  been  greatest  in 
our   manufacturing  districts.      This  was 
proved  by  the  fact  that  the  imports  into 
London   and   other  ports  had   increased, 
while   the   imports    into    Liverpool     and 
Glasgow    had  diminished  ;    the  imports 
into  Liverpool  had  fallen  off  very  consi- 
derably, and  at  Glasgow  the  diminution  of 
imports  was  3,500  casks.    That  is  a  strong 
proof  that  the  consumption  of  the  country 
is  decreasing,  and  that  a  great  diminution 
lias  taken  place  in  the  consuming  power  of 
the  people.     Under  these  circumstances,  I 
entreat  the  House  to  take  the  case  into  its 
serious  consideration.     I  should  be  grati- 
fied if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  would  state  the 
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measures  which  in  his  judgment  will  re- 
lieve the  distress  of  the  country;  but  as 
he  had  not  on  the  first  night  of  the  Session 
made  any  such  declaration,  and  said,  that 
under  the  circumstances  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  make   any  change,   I  hope  and 
trust  the  House  will  declare  its  opinion 
that  this  Session  shall  not  pass  away  with- 
out the  Parliament  devising  some  measure 
for  the  relief  of  the  people.   It  is  clear  from 
what  has  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Vice-President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  that  he  cannot  deny  that  measures 
founded  on  the  same  principles  as  the  tariff 
of  last  year,  but  of  a  larger  and  more  com- 
prehensive character,  would  have  a  powerful 
and  beneficial  effect  on  the  commerce  and 
interests  of  the  country.     I  have  no  doubt 
the  Ministers  have  good  reasons — secret 
reasons — for   not    bringing  forward    any 
further  measures ;  and  I  can  find  them,  I 
think,  in  one  sentence  of  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.     He  said  that  all 
must  de|)end  on  the  degree  in  which  the 
country  will  be  brought  to  bear  the  appli- 
cation of  further  alterations.     I  agree  with 
him.      But    the    right    hon.   Gentleman 
omitted   one  word — and   he  should  have 
said,  the  country  gentlemen.     I  have  read 
a  little  of  what  the  country  gentlemen  have 
said,  in  various  places,  on  the  policy  of  the 
Government  for  some  time  past;  and  I 
think  it  was  said,  in  an  influential  quarter, 
"  We  have  already  swallowed  a  great  deal 
from   the   Government,   but  we  are   now 
determined  that  it  shall  not  go  any  further." 
After  reading  this  I  can  understand  the 
reason  for  the  Government  not  at  present 
broaching  further  measures  of  commercial 
reform ;  and  we  shall  have  no  further  re- 
forms till  country  gentlemen  have  made  up 
their  minds  to  permit  them.    Time  in  this 
question  is  everything.    When  markets  are 
once  lost  they  cannot  be  restored — when 
manufactures  are  once  gone  to  decay  they 
cannot  be  revived — good  habits  once  broken 
down  are  not  again  to  be  renewed,  and  no 
question  which  can  occupy  the  attention  of 
Government  and  Parliament  is  so  pressing 
and  important  as  how  to  arrest  the  growth 
of  these  great  and  giant  evils  which  are  now 
threatening  our  commerce,  and,  perhaps, 
our  very  social  existence.     They  are  mak- 
ing awful  strides  through  the  country,  and 
require  the  most  serious  attention.     For 
my  part,  I  think  there  is  no  question  that 
so  completely  deserved  the  attention  of  the 
House  as  this ;  and  inasmuch  as  the  decla- 
ration of  the  Government  has  led  me  to 
the  painful  conclusion,  that  from  them  it 
S 


515 


Distress  of 


{COMMONS} 


the  Cknmiry. 


6ie 


is  hopeless  to  expect  those  remedies  which 
]  believe  mieht  be  devised^  and  the  justice 
of  the  principles  of  which  they  themselves 
had  admit  tea  last  Session,  and  again  to- 
night through  the  Vice-president  of  the 
Bmurd  of  Trade — seeing  no  hope  from  the 
declaration  of  the  Government  that  those 
measures  will  be  introduced  by  them,  I 
shall  best  discharge  my  duty  as  a  humble 
Member  of  the  House,  by  voting  for  the 
motion  of  my  hon.  Friend,  which  will  at 
least  serve  to  register  my  protest  against 
the  inaction  of  a  Government  content  to 
sit  with  folded  arms  while  the  great  in- 
terests of  the  country  are  falling  into  ruin 
and  confusion. 

Mr.  Ferrand  moved  that  the  debate  be 
adjourned,  in  obedience  to  cries  of  *'  Go 
on,  go  on,'*  he  proceeded.  He  had  moved 
the  adjoarnment  of  the  debate,  because  in 
discharging  the  duty  which  he  owed,  not 
only  to  himself,  but  to  those  who  had 
sent  him  there,  he  would  6nd  it  necessary 
to  trouble  them  at  some  considerable 
length.  After  the  speeches  of  the  noble 
Member  for  Sunderland,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  he  was  sure  the  country 
would  be  6rmly  convinced  that  it  was 
high  time  that  the  principles  of  free-trade 
were  laid  aside,  and  that  they  should  re- 
turn to  the  good  old  principles  of  their 
forefathers.      Neither  of    them   had  at- 


tempted  to  grapple  with  the  great  quettioo 
of  what  conduced  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
agricultural,  the  commercial,  and  the  la- 
bouring classes  of  the  country.    They  hid 
been  given  to  understand  that  the  mea- 
sures of  last  Session  were  intended  for 
the  welfare  of  the  working  clatsei ;  but  H 
was  now  admitted  on  all  hands,  thai  io 
no  degree  had  they  added  to  or  in  any 
way   revived   the  commercial  profperitj ; 
it  was  high  time   for  them   to  coiMidcr 
whether  the  time  had  not  arrived  when 
they  should  decide,  not  only  on  not  going 
on  further  in  the  same  course,  but  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  better  for  them  to 
recede.    The  concloston  of  the  speech  of 
the    right  hon.   Gentleman  proved  ibat 
they  were  in  a  wrong  course.     He  said 
that  all  the  attempts  to  induce  other  coun- 
tries to  adopt  the  doctrines  of  free-lradc 
had  been  failures; — nay,  more,  be  lold 
the  House  that  America,  instead  of  relai- 
ing  her  laws,   had    imposed    additional 
restrictions  upon  oar  trade.     During  the 
recess  he  had  thought  it  his  doty  to  in- 
quire how  far  the  measures  of  Govemmeni 
passed  during  the  last  Session  had  lendad 
to  increase    the    distress    amongit    tba 
people,  and  from  calculations  which  ba 
had   made    at    decennial    periods    from 
1800  he  found  as  follows.     The  boa. 
Member  read  the  substance  of  tba  M* 
'  lowing  paper : 


Price  of  Wheat  per  Quarter 


1800 


/.  1.  d. 
5  13  7 


I  Age. 
Hand-loom  Weavers'  Wages  per 

vreek  for  weaving  same  amount 

of  work: 

John  Wilson    

John  Whitaker    ••••..    65 

Jonas  Crowther •  •  -  5<2  '      — 

John  Ward !  39  !     — 

Lot  Rrayshaw j  71  i  0  1ft  0 


1810 


/.  «.  d. 
5    6  2 


1820 


/.  «.  d. 
3  7  11 


1830 


1840 


i.  f.  d. ;  /.   f.  d. 
3     4  3    3     6  4 


75  ,0  15  0,0  16  0   0  16  0 

15  0   0  17  0,1     0  0 

1     0  0;i      10 

—       0  19  0 

0  17  0   0  18  0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


16  0,0     8  0 

15  0   0    8  0 

16  0,0     9  0 


15  0   0 

16  o;o 


Coombers'  Wages  per  week  for' 
combing  same  work  : 

Joshva  Smith 04 

John  Hill     ;  62 

Thomas  Bradley 29 


7  0 
5  0 


John  Rhodes 
William  Sedgewick 


49 
3:> 


1     1   OiO  19  0   0  19  0    1 
0  18  0,  1     0  0    1 


1     0  0 


0  18  0 


0  0 

0  0 

0  18  O 

0  18  0 


IMS 


Ls.  d.\ 
3    5  0' 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


6  0; 
6  0 
T  0' 

6  0 


Numl>er  of  prisoners  in  Wakefield 
1  louse    of   Correction,     York.; 
(west   riding),  as   returned   h) 
the  ftovernor 


.•••••■ 


I      670 


499 


•2,169    I  2,620 
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In  1820  tlio  price  of  wheat  had  fallen 
to  3/.  7s.  Ud,  but  to  sliow  that  this  had 
no  effect  on  wages,  he  was  prepared  lo 
prova  that  they  were  at  that  period  higher 
than  before  :  the  woolcomber  was  then 
receiving  19i.;  but  in  1830,  when  the 
Whigs  first  seized  the  reins  of  Qovern- 
ment,  when  the;  came  in  professing  tho 
principles  of  peace,  retrenchment,  and 
reform,  though  ihey  had  involfed  the 
country  in  most  unjust  and  disgraceful 
wars,  and  extended  a  system  of  ihe  ut- 
most extravagdnce  throughout  tlie  land, 
and  filled  it  with  srandalous  abuses  al  the 
lime  tliey  entered  ofHce,  wh^le  the  country 
was  in  a  state  of  prosperity— he  repealed 
it,  they  found  the  country  prosperous, 
contented,  and  happy;  they  found  an 
overflowing  treasury,  with  a  safe  and 
steady  revenue,  and  they  left  both  a  bank- 
rupt revenue  and  an  empty  exchequer; 
they  thrust  themselves  npon  the  country, 
and  by  their  misrule,  when  they  wen 
turned  out  of  office,  the  wages  of  Ihi 
weaver  were  reduced  from  16s.  to  8j. 
and  the  woolcomber  suffered  equally  from 
their  incapacity.  Was  the  country  pre- 
pared to  take  their  measure  after  they 
themselves  driven  from  office  by  an  indig- 
nant constituency?  What  was  the  conduct 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  previous  to  that 
period  ?  How  was  he  spoken  of  by  those 
connected  with  all  the  most  valuable  in- 
terests in  ihc  country  ?  Why,  at  that  lime 
all  of  them  Joyfully  hailed  him  as  their 
leader.  The  present  Premier  had  been 
landed  and  toasted  through  England  as 
the  conservator  of  alt  its  best  inlereslg, 
and  during  that  period  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  made  a  speech  which  had 
been  published,  conected  by  himself,  and 


the  Cmntry, 


SIS 


a  whicb  he  said, 

"  The  principle  of  total  repeal  of  the  Com 
I^wi  I  fully  understand.  It  ii  a  m^fnificent 
scheme  for  introducing  Into  our  iaiercourse 
with  foreign  nations  Ihe  principlt  which  ought 
to  regulate  the  comraerce  of  a  great  oounti^ 
certainly  within  its  own  boundaries,  bol  wliicn 
I  doubt  the  possibility  of  applying  beneficially 
lo  its  •xiemal  commerce,  in  a  sUle  of  society 
M  ooraplicaied,  involving  interests  so  enor' 
moui,  and  which  hsve  grownup"  (the  right 
boD.  Baronet  wenton  toaay)  "  under  a  system 
of  protection.  I  oaniwt  relinquish  that 
principle,  which  however  theoretically  defec- 
tive has  in  practice  allowed  such  an  establish- 
ment of  our  power." 

Afl«r  this  came  the  general  election  ; 
and  the  great  contest  between  the  two 
paniet    had     been    between    the    rival 


prtnciplei  of  free  trade  and  of  restriction. 
This  had  been  the  question  expressly 
brought  before  the  electors  of  Yorkshire 
by  Lord  Morpeth;  the  handwriting  was 
said  to  be  on  the  wall,  and  it  was  for  the 
electors  of  England  to  read  it  for  or  against 
protection.  Thus  it  was  that  Sir  R.  Peel 
obtained  office — pledged  to  protect  the 
best  interests  of  the  countrv ;  but  what  had 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  (lone?  He  had 
attacked  those  interests  by  undermining 
them  through  the  principles  of  free  trade. 
The  measures  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  given  a  great  shock  to  the  great  in- 
terests of  the  country  ;  and  it  was  the 
duty  of  those  who  had  pledged  themselves 
in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  their  consti- 
tuents to  stand  firm  to  their  promises. 
For  himself  be  had  avowed  his  resolution 
to  regard  no  interests  but  those  of  hit 
country,  no  motive  but  the  general  weal ; 
and  he  would  not — to  support  any  party 
y  Government — adhere  to  those  who 
did  not  stand  by  the  principles  which  had 
placed  them  in  power.  Yet  they  had  been 
told  recently  by  the  Premier,  that  "  no 
one  had  made  such  extensive  changes  In 
the  commercial  policy  of  the  country  as  he 
had  done,  and  that  he  was  convinced  of 
the  BQundness  of  the  principles  on  which 
he  had  acted."  If  that  were  lo,  how  was 
it  that  the  Vice-Preiident  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  admitted  that,  so  far  as  the 
measures  of  the  Ministry  bad  hitherto 
fvorked,  at  all  events,  their  efTect  had  been 
unfavourable  to  the  various  interests  In- 
volved ?  Now,  he  wished  just  lo  advert  to 
some  opinions  of  Mr,  Huskisson,  which 
had  been  discovered  by  that  statesman  to 
be  founded  on  errors  of  a  similar  rraiure 
10  those  whicb  misled  the  preteot  Govern- 
ment. The  chairman  of  Lloyd's,  Mr. 
Robinson,  had  lately  published  a  pamphlet, 
in  which  was  a  passage  ascribed  lo  Mr. 
Huskisson  to  the  affect  that,  if  foreign 
countries  saw  ui  relieving  public  burthens, 
and  exhibiting  a  prosperous  exchequer, 
they  might  become  sincere  in  their  asser- 
tion and  practice  of  free  trade  principles ; 
the  fact,  however,  was,  that  having  acted 
thoae  principles  we  had  instead  of 
overflowing  exchequer  an  income-tax 
time  of  peace.  What,  too,  was  the 
stale  of  foreign  countries  at  this  moment  ? 
In  a  prominent  paper,  one  of  the  ablest 
organs  of  free  trade,  appeared  lately  an 
accountof  not  less  than  six  hostile  UriK 
I  ten  raontha.  Again,  from  the  report  of 
raost  important  conimitiee  on  thia  sub' 
S2 
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ject  appeared  7«iate;nentsora  verymomen.  !&oBe  cordial,  faithful,  Tigorous,  and  anitcd 


iijici;iii  Li/uiitiics    III     iiiaiiuiawiuic9*  s  ii^  i  •  -   «      •       r 

hon    Member  nr«-e«lfed   to  read  eitr^cti  I  co"«P«'on  '^^w*^**  »   '*»*  sweeping 
hon.  >iemr>er  proceeded  to  reaa  exirjcii  i     ^^.^^  ^^1^^^^^^  ^  ^ 

from  the  report  of  the  import  duties  com.  |  ^^^^^  countrymen,  and  which,ifn< 


lout  charactf-r  a^  to  the  profsrets  made  bv  »^^on  h  made  on  the  part  of  the   inflocntial 
forei-n  coui.trief  in  manufaciures.      Th'e  |  clashes  to  stem  that  torrent  of  suffering  ■»! 

corruption  which  is   fast  sweeping  away  iIm 

rtionofoar 

^ ^ __,_-  not  chewed, 

mittee,  to  the  effect  that  European  manu-  j  ^ill   soon   send   them  forth  upon  the  world 
fjcturers    were    successfully   underselling    desperate,  reckless,  mined  men— ruined  both 


ours  in  the  markets  of  the  world.  The  hon. 
Member  having  established  to  the  House, 
by  satisfactory  evidence  that  foreign  coun- 


tries  are  not  oijly  manufacturing  more  ^j,-^^  ^.^^ ,  ^,„  undermine  the  .y.t« 
goods  than  ourselves,  but  underselling  us,  j^i^i  u^ion,  and  burst  asunder  the  si 
it  was  bis  duty  to  call   upon  the  Govern- 


in  their  feelings  and  their  fortunes, — ulcss 
some  such  cflbrt  is  made,  and  that  speodilj, 
there  are  silent  hut  mighty  instmroenu  at 
work,  like  an  evil  that  walketb  in  darkncn, 

em  of 
silken 
bonds  of  amity  which  unite  men  to    their 
kind." 


In  1 834  a  select  committee  appointed 


ment  to  make  a  stand ;  but  if  the  slightest 

movement  be  made  it  ou^^ht  to  be  made 

again  to  those  principles  which  had  placed 

this  countiy   on  so   high  a    pinnacle   of       "  To  examine  the  petitions  presented  to  the 

greatness  as   to  justify  the  designation   ^  '  "<>"^^  f'«"»«he  hand-loom  weavers,  ami  to  re- 

"  •      1     r  L  •        .1  II  -..  port  ilicir  observations  thereon," 

once   received  of  bemg  the  workshop  of  ;  "^  • 

the  whole  world.  It  was  not  his  inien- j  >at  for  the  6rst  time  on  the  IGthofJooe. 
tion,  as  he  had  previously  stated,  to  enter  '  -'uly  15,  Mr.  Thomas  Myerscoagh.  mana- 
thcn  upon  the  consideration  of  the  question  j^^cturer  of  Boltoo,  was  cxamiDed.  He 
of  free  trade  ;  but  there  existed  a  party  in    said, — 

this  country  which  had  a  right  to  call  «* ,  j^j^j,  ^^„^„„^  „,^^  is  a  good  deal  of 
upon  this  House  to  take  up  the  question,  distress  in  the  country,  and  that  the  weaving 
The  party  he  referred  to  was  the  masses  —  ;  body  do  look  for  some  measure  which  will 
that  class  which  had  no  voice  in  the  repre-  j  better  their  condition,  by  raising  their  wages, 
lentation — that  class  which  did  not  possess  j  ^^  ^*  le*»t  prevent  their  being  still  more  de- 
the  power  of  sending  Members  to  that  P"^?^"^,***^"  »*»«>*•»«*  "^^^.^^^^'^'h  ^•P«««"» 
House.  Thai  class  was  now  in  a  starving  "'?  *°  ^  1^  f"^.\*  P?^"*  ^^'  "^^  »««  « 
condition,  and  it  became  the  duty  of  that    an^diS^nlrnt.'  ^^"^^  t»ohapp.ne«. 

House  to  take  their  present  condition  into 


its  serious  consideration.  The  working 
classes  had  been  in  a  gradual  stute  of 
decline  for  the  last  few  years.  The  Anti- 
Corn  Law  League  had  mainly  reduced 
the  working  classes  to  their  present  con- 
dition. He  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  pamphlet  of  Mr.  It. 
Greg,  entitled 

"  An  Inquiry  into  the  State  of  the  Manu- 
facturing I'opulation." 

When  speaking  of  the  power-loom  worker 
he  observes, 

"  n«*  lia^  no  time  to  be  wise,  no  leisure  to 
be  ^ood  ;  he  is  sniikcii,  dehilitatrd,  <loprrssed, 
cmiisculatffd,  unncrvetl  for  ofTort,  incapable  of 
virtue,  unfit  for  <:iferythin^  but  thtr  rr^ular, 
linpoless,  des|>undin^,  dc^ra(liQ:r  variety  of 
lahorinus  vc^^etation,  or  shameless  intemper- 
ance." 

Again,  when  alluding  to  the  hand-lotiin 
weavers  and  combers,  he  (Mr.  Orcg) 
savs, 

**  From  constitution  ami  from  ]>rincip)i.-, 
aver  If;  from  frrlinij  or  actint;  as  alarm '^l'.,  vrv 
an*  rcriain,  in  as  lai  as  reasoning  from  tlir  p  i-^t 
fan  makr  us  reitain  of  the  future,  that  unh-^i 


July  16,  Mr.  John  Makin,  manufacloRr 
of  Bolton,  examined.     He  declared,— 


*'  Til  at  the  condition  of  the  hand-loom 
vers  has  deteriorated  so  much  that  it  is  in 
great  danger  of  either  extinguishing  the  tiade 
altogether  or  of  producing  a  rupture  in  so- 
ciety." 

July  17,  he  declared,  their  (bod  b 
chiefly  oatmeal  porridge  and  pofatoef » with 
occasionally  a  small  quantity  of  lMtcher*8 
meat,  which  they  obtain  once  a  waek. 

**  I  have  made  a  calculation,  by  which  I  es- 
timate that  if  a  man  has  to  support  himself,  his 
wife,  and  five  children,  with  the  assistance  of 
two  children  and  his  wife  labouring  with  him, 
ihey  will  not  be  able  to  earn  for  food  and  cloch- 
m^  more  than  2i</.  per  day.  I  cannot  rccol* 
led  an  instance,  but  one,  where  any  weaver  of 
mine  has  bought  a  new  jacket  for  many  years." 

"  Then  they  are  literally  clothed  in  rags  ?  I 
am  only  sorry  I  did  not  bring  one  or  two 
jackets,  to  let  the  committee  see  the  average 
si:itc  in  which  they  are  clothed." 

"  1  have  seen  many  houses  with  only  two  or 
I'lree  leggi-d  stooN,  and  some  I  have  seen 
without  a  stool  or  cliair,  with  only  a  tea  cbett 
to  keep  their  i  lothes  in,  and  to  sit  upon.** 

June  9th,   1834,— Mr.    Edmund  Aah- 
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worth,  brother  and  partner  of  Mr.  Henry 
Ash  worth,  who  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
meeting  of  the  League  in  Manchester,  on 
the  1st  of  this  month,  thus  addressed  Mr. 
Chadwick,  his  letter  being  dated  from  Tur- 
ton,  near  Bolton : — 

"  Full  employment  in  every  department 
was  never  more  easily  to  be  found  than  now, 
consequently  wages  have  advanced  in  most 
operative  employments,  particularly  so  in  the 
least  skilful.  Handloom  weavers  have  been 
much  wanted,  and  their  wages  advanced  on  an 
average  10  per  cent.  This  bespeaks  a  scarcity 
of  labourers  here;  at  the  same  lime  great 
complaints  are  made  of  the  surplus  population 
of  the  agricultural  counties.  lam  most  anxious 
that  every  facility  be  given  to  the  removal  of 
labourers  (by  the  New  Poor-law  Bill)  from 
one  county  to  another,  according  to  ttie  de- 
mand for  labour;  this  would  have  a  tendency 
to  equalize  wages,  as  well  as  prevent  in  a  de- 
gree some  of  the  turn-outs  which  have  been  of 
late  so  prevalent." 

Sept.  17th,  1834.— R.  H.  Greg  said,- 

**  It  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  happy  coin- 
cidence, that  at  the  period  of  depriving  or  cur- 
tailing perhaps  the  facilities  of  gaining  a  live- 
lihood to  the  people  of  one  half  of  England, 
and  causing  a  fall  in  their  present  low  wages, 
and  a  scramble  amongst  them  for  employment, 
there  should  exist  a  difficulty  in  obtaining 
labourers  at  extravagant  wages  in  these 
northern  counties.  This  fortunate  occurrence 
should  be  taken  advantage  of.  Next  year  will 
unless  some  unforeseen  accident  occurs,  be  na- 
turally a  year  of  increase  in  our  manufactures, 
buildings,  &c.,  and  should  this  prove  the  case, 
any  further  demand  for  labour  would  still  fur- 
ther increase  the  unions,  drunkenness, and  high 
wages." 

June  27th,  1834.— H.  T.  E.  Ash  worth 
said, — 


"  Nearly  20,000  persons  would  be  required 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  one  of  our  seats  of  ma- 
nufactures alone— that  of  Staley-bridge." 

He  had  drawn  a  melancholy  picture  of 
their  condition.  His  opinion  was,  that 
unless  some  measures  were  speedily  adopted 
by  the  influential  classes  some  mighty  evil 
would  result.  He  also  found  that  the  ma- 
nufacturers had,  to  a  great  extent,  intro- 
duced the  system  of  apprenticeship.  At 
the  Wilmslow  Mills,  in  the  city  of  Lan- 
caster, the  property  of  Mr.  Gregg  and 
partners,  in  1837,  that  system  was  carried 
on  with  all  its  barbarities. 

**  The  children  were  fetched  from  all  parts  of 
the  country,  and  compelled  to  live  in  a  house 
built  for  tlieir  accommodation ;  they  were  de- 
livered up  to  the  tender  mercies  of  a  governor 
and  a  matron,  whose  hearts  were  steeled  against 


them,  and  they  worked  them  as  long  and  as 
severely  as  nature  could  endure  and  paid  them 
no  wages.  Those  children  were  collected  from 
all  the  *  foundling  hospitals'  in  the  country  : 
they  knew  nothing  of  their  parentage,  and  had 
no  protection  from  the  tyranny  practised  on 
them.  Two  of  them,  both  girls,  of  thirteen 
and  fourteen  years  of  age,  heard  of  their  pa- 
rents ;  they  applied  for  leave  of  absence  to  go 
and  see  their  long  lost  earthly  protectors ;  their 
request  was  refused.  Their  application  was 
renewed  at  every  pastime,  such  as  the  holydays 
of  Christmas,  8cc.,  but  every  lime  rejected  for 
upwards  of  two  years,  until  at  length  they  de- 
termined to  run  away,  which  they  did  at  the 
Wilmslow  '  wakes,'  on  which  occasion  it  was 
the  custom  to  stop  the  mills  for  two  days :  they 
found  their  parents,  the  one  in  Liverpool  and 
the  other  in  Manchester.  They  were  poor, 
but  still  loved  their  children,  and  kept  them  a 
day  longer  than  the  wakes.  On  their  return 
they  were  thrown  into  a  cell  by  the  orders  of 
Mr.  Gregg,  and  kept  in  sqlitary  confinement 
for  six  days  upon  short  allowance  of  food 
without  a  bed  to  lie  on.  During  the  time  of 
their  confinement  the  matron  of  the  apprentice 
house  died  very  suddenly  and  was  laid  out  in 
the  next  room  to  these  two  children,  who  were 
almost  driven  frantic  with  fright.'' 


He  was  prepared  to  prove  all  he  asserted. 
They  denied  what  he  asserted  last  Session, 
but  he  called  for  a  Committee  of  the 
House,  obtained  it,  and  proved  every 
word  he  had  said.  He  called  upon  the 
hon.  Member  for  Manchester,  who  threw 
out  a  hint  the  other  evening  that  he  (Mr. 
Ferrand)  had  slated  to  the  House  what  he 
could  not  prove,  to  say  what  that  was ;  and 
he  would  again  assert  that  he  was  prepared 
to  substantiate,  not  by  one  witness  only,  but 
by  many,  what  he  had  now  stated.  He 
would  also  produce  evidence  to  show  that 
the  hours  of  labour  in  some  of  the  cotton 
mills  were  excessive  ;  and  he  now  held  in 
his  hand  the  names  of  four  persons  who 
within  the  last  three  weeks  had  been  com- 
pelled to  work  thirty -two  hours  with 
only  thirteen  and  three  quarter  hours* 
rest.  The  excuse  of  the  mill  -  owner 
was,  that  he  had  got  an  order  which 
he  was  obliged  to  send  out  to  China,  and 
if  he  had  not  worked  his  labourers  to 
that  extent  he  would  have  lost  several 
thousands  of  pounds.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
also  complained  of  the  evils  of  machinery, 
and  read  some  returns  to  show  that  since 
its  introduction  wages  had  diminished  and 
the  poor  rates  had  increased.  Those  who 
were  employed  in  the  power-looms  were 
chiefly  women  and  children.  The  fathers 
were  living  in  idleness,  unable  to  obtain 
employment-— living,  be  might  say,  on  the 
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muriJcr  of  tbcir  own  offspring,  for  it  had 
botfo  decided  by  the  highest  medical  au- 
thorities that  those  younf  women  aod 
children  could  not  continue  to  work  at 
those  power-looms  without  the  sacrifice  of 
their  own  lives.  Women  frequently  worked 
at  them  up  to  the  very  time  of  their  being 
drlivi'red,  and  after  having  been  away  for 
a  short  lime  onlv,  were  compelled  by  their 
husbands  who  had  become  hardened  by 
drunkcnneu,  to  return  to  their  work  for 
iho  pur|)Ose  of  earning  them  bread.  The 
consequence  was,  that  most  of  them  came 
tu  a  premature  death,  and  were  sacrificed 
lu  this  baneful  system.  He  would  ask  the 
House  and  the  country  to  decide  whether 
the  time  had  not  now  arrived  when  this 
awful  evil  should  be  grappled  with  ?  He 
hud  the  authority  of  several  of  those  who 
called  themselves  free  traders,  for  saying 
that  it  should.  There  was  the  hon.  and 
Iritrned  Member  for  Bolton  (Dr.  Bowring), 
and  by  the  way  that  hon.  and  learned 
Member  hud  lately  turned  poet.  He  as- 
sured the  House  that  it  was  true.  He 
liud  written  some  lines  for  circulaiion  or 
sale  at  the  Anti-Corn  Law  Bazaar  as  it 
was  called,  tliough  he  feared  their  more 
immediate  object  was  to  excite  the  work- 
ing classes  into  rebellion.  He  would  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  by  reading 
the  lines  in  question.  [*•  Read,  rcaily**] 
Read !  oh,  certainly  if  the  House  wished 
it.  The  lines  were  headed — •*  Died  of 
Starvation.  —  Coroner's  Inquest."  And 
certainly  they  were  not  inappropiiate  to 
the  subject  he  had  brought  under  notice. 
The  hon.  Member  then  read  as  follows : 

'*  I  met  Famine  on  my  way 
I'ruwliii^  for  her  human  prey, 
C'lu(|f{;*d  with  ftlili  and  clad  in  n^'^, 
I'^tifst  uf  all  ugly  hags. 
Lu  !  u  scentru  wrt-athM  of  iiiiakt'i 
111  her  ^itheri'd  hand  stho  shake.^. 
Ami  1  hcanl  the  bag  proclaim, 
'  Bread  Tax  is  my  sceptre's  name.* 

[llreatl  Tax  !  saul  the  hon.  Memhcr,  I  wuulJ 
say — 

rower*looiii  is  my  sceptre's  name,  j 

(Laughtci.^ 

<  hi  rtMnui  >e]e^^  iiiissiou  hcut. 
Maiming,  murdi-rini;  :i»  jhc  wnit, 
S|tipa(liiif(  dvatk  frtim  ilrei'tto  Mrect. 
(Ml!    1  li.Mf  ihe  h:i^  ri-piMt. 
(MiuiltU'Miu  ^^HiU-  1  hiMril  and  s.iw) 
tMiiic  In  Hii-iii  >ii>d  MHiii  and  iA\«  ! 

lIlVll  U>M>lllMdt*  [  tlcw» 

(iiaciou^  lleav'nl  can  this  be  true  ' 

Uu  uiy  treinbliug  knees  1  fell,  | 


God!  tboa  God  of  mercy!  tell, — 
Can  the  very  fiends  of  iiell 
In  Thy  name  their  pandects  draw. 
And  declare  their  Uceswe  law  T 
Dare  they,  in  Thy  Holy  sigiit. 
To  proclaim  their  robb'ry  light  f 
Itouite  Thee,  raise  Thine  awnd  rod. 
Lord, — how  long  ?  How  long, — O  God  f* 


These  were  the  hon.  Member  Cor  Bol- 
ton's venicleiy  and  let  hies  ask  wm  ke 
wrong  in  siyiog  that  they  were  soel  ap- 
plicable to  the  condition  of  the  people  at 
caused  by  the  power-loom — that  instm* 
ment  with  re^rd  to  which  the  writer  of 
the  lines  had  himself  declared  that  "  the 
power- loom  most  cause  the  people  to  die 
of  hunger."  He  thought  be  had  mom 
stated  enough  to  justify  inquiry.  If  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  not  piepaied  lo 
inquire  into  the  effect  of  machinery  upon 
the  working  classes,  had  he  any  reoMNly 
to  propose  for  the  evils  they  suffered  fraa 
it  ?  He  would  put  the  questioo  to  the  voleg 
and  so  lest  the  sincerity  of  those  prooiiaee 
that  were  made  by  Members  on  both  lidei 
of  the  House  at  the  hustings,  when  thej 
assured  the  working  classes  that  althongh 
they  were  dented  a  voice  in  the  electKNi  of 
representatives  Parliament  would  care  for 
their  inleresu.  The  late  outbreaks  had* 
he  was  prepared  to  affirm,  originated  with 
the  Anii-Corn  Law  League.  If  an  inqniry 
were  gone  into,  he  would  be  preparid 
with  evidence  to  prove  that  those  ootbrcaka 
originated  with  the  League.  Hie  Leagve 
themselves  ought  to  court  an  inquiry,  and 
the  Government,  in  justice  to  all  clasaea, 
should  institute  it.  If  such  an  inquiry 
were  ordered,  and  the  working  classes 
came  before  Parliament  in  all  their  misery 
and  wretchedness  he  hoped  the  House 
would  be  able  to  afford  theas  rtdma. 
The  hon.  Member  concluded  by  moving 
as  an  amendment  :«• 

'*  Tliat  ihis  House  do  resolve  itself  into  a 
committi?e  of  the  whole  House,  to  eooiider  so 
much  of  her  Majesty's  Speech  as  relm  to 
'  ih.it  dei^rtssiun  of  ihc  manufacluiiag  iadustry 
of  I  he  ct^unlry  ifthicli  hat  so  long  prevailed, 
md  which  her  Majesty  ha«  so  deeply  lamcat* 
ctl :'  and  alsu  to  inquirt;  into  the  cflfccts  of 
iii.u.hiiHTy  upon  the  mor^  and  physical  oondi« 
lion  of  the  indu4lri«>u9  cU«5e»  : — And  also,  to 
im)uire  into  the  origin  of  the  late  outhivaks, 
which  are  thus  alluded  to  id  her  Majesty's 
Sp'iili:  *  lUr  Majoiiy  regrets  that  in  the 
iitiir?f  of  b>t  \*Mr  the  pu'>]ic  peace  m  soBit  of 
tho  rnaiiuf  uMunn:;  di strict «  was  seriously  dis- 
turlK-l  .in>l  the  lives  aiid  pruprrty  of  her  Ma- 
jr4ty'»  Mihjpi  I'i  wvre  cndan^-rcd  by  tanaltu- 
ous  assembUgC)  and  acts  of  open  violence.* " 
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The  ameDdment  having  been  seconded, 
the  debate  was  adjourned. 
House  adjourned  at  1  o'clock. 
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HOUSE   OF    LORDS, 
Tuesday,  February  14,  1843. 

MiNtrTBS.]    Bill.     Prlva*^.— 2*-  Samwell's  Name. 

PsTTTioNB  Primntko.  By  Lord  Willoughby  D'Eroby, 
from  CcrrigdniidioQ,  Saint  Germans*  and  I'entrevocU», 
ttom  the  united  Parishes  of  Trcfiiw,  and  Llanrhydiwyn, 
and  fVom  Landomun  of  Caer-hAn.  for  Repeal  of  6  and 
7  WilL  4th,  c.  77*  ao  fiur  as  coaecrm  the  Union  of  the 
HiXi  of  Bangor  and  St  Asaph. 

China — Thanks  to  the  Army  and 
Navy.]  The  Duke  of  Wellington:  In 
pursuance  of  the  notice  which  1  gave  to 
your  Lordships  on  the  first  day  of  the 
Session,  I  proceed  now  to  ask  your  Lord- 
ships to  express  your  approbation  of  the 
services  of  her  Majesty's  fleet  and  army 
employed  in  the  late  operations  in  China. 
1  am  perfectly  sensible  of  the  importance 
of  the  duty  which  I  call  upon  your  Lord* 
ships  to  perform.  Her  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  declare  her  approbation  of  the 
services  of  her  fleet  and  army :  her  Ma- 
jesty has  distinguished  both  services  by 
marks  of  her  gracious  favour,  and  has 
adopted  other  measures  to  signify  her 
approbation  of  them  ;  and  my  proposition 
is,  that  your  Lordships  taking  into  consi- 
deration the  nature  of  the  services  per- 
formed by  the  fleet  and  army — taking 
into  consideration  their  value  and  import- 
ance at  the  moment  at  which  they  were 
rendered — should  support  her  Majesty  in 
the  applause  which  she  has  expressed ; 
and  by  pursuing  that  course  your  Lord- 
ships will,  I  trust,  excite  and  stimulate 
others  of  our  countrymen,  in  all  future 
times,  to  emulate  those  whose  services  I 
am  about  to  bring  under  your  considera- 
tion. In  performing  the  duty  that  devolves 
upon  me  on  this  occasion,  1  shall  carefully 
avoid  adverting  to  any  topic,  or  alluding 
to  any  subject,  which  can  give  rise  to  any 
feeling  but  that  which  I  am  desirous  should 
exist  among  your  Lordships — namely, 
admiration  of  the  services  which  I  am 
about  to  detail  to  you.  It  will  be  neces- 
sary for  me  to  advert  to  certain  historical 
facts,  in  order  to  render  clear  the  exposi- 
tion of  the  services  of  the  fleet  and  army 
which  I  am  about  to  make  to  you  ;  but  I 
shall  advert  to  them  only  as  facts,  having 
no  intention  to  blame  anything — and, 
indeed,  there  is  no  reason  that  I  know  of 
to  blame  aoytbiog.    Certain  it  is  that  I 


have  no  intention  to  blame  anything  that 
has  passed ;  and,  as  I  have  already  said,  I 
shall  refer  to  what  has  passed  merely  as 
historical  facts,  to  render  clear  what  I  am 
about  to  address  to  your  Lordships  on  the 
subject  of  the  services  performed  by  her 
Majesty's  navy  and  army.  Your  Lord* 
ships  are  aware  that  in  1839,  after  a  dis- 
cussion upon  the  events  which  had  taken 
place  in  China,  war  was  declared  with 
that  country,  and  orders  were  given  to 
blockade  the  Chinese  ports,  and  carry  on 
certain  other  hostile  proceedings  against 
that  empire.  Those  measures  were  car- 
ried into  execution  as  early  as  the  month 
of  June,  1839.  At  that  period  Canton 
was  blockaded,  and  hostilities  were  further 
prosecuted  by  the  capture  of  the  island  of 
Chusan.  The  fort  of  Amoy,  also,  was 
blockaded,  and  certain  operations  were 
carried  on  in  that  harbour  by  a  small  de- 
tachment of  the  fleet  under  Admiral  Elliot, 
who  was  in  his  own  ship,  and  who  after- 
wards joined  the  rest  of  the  fleet  and  the 
army  at  Chusan.  In  a  short  time  the 
admiral,  according  to  the  instructions 
which  he  had  received  to  act  as  joint  ple- 
nipotentiary with  Captain  Elliot,  proceeded 
to  Pa,  on  the  Pei-ho,  which  he  reconnoi- 
tred ;  and,  having  communicated  with  the 
Chinese  authorities  at  Tien-ling,  on  the 
river  Pei-ho,  commenced  there  negotia- 
tions for  peace.  The  negotiations  thus 
commenced  were  subsequently  continued 
at  Chusan.  Negotiations  for  a  cessation 
of  hostilities  were  also  carried  on  at  Ningpo; 
but  subsequently  the  negotiations  for  a 
treaty  of  peace  were  removed  from  the 
northern  part  of  China — from  the  Pei-ho, 
Chusan,  and  Ningpo,  to  Canton.  On 
arriving  at  Canton,  the  Chinese  commis- 
sioner appeared  to  be  not  so  willing  as 
before  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace :  the 
admiral  being,  unfortunately,  taken  ill, 
was  rendered  incapable  of  remaining 
longer  on  service,  and  quitted  the  station* 
The  command  of  the  fleet  then  devolved 
upon  Sir  Gordon  Bremer,  who  carried  on 
the  naval  operations,  whilst  the  negotia- 
tions continued  to  be  conducted  by  Captain 
Elliot.  From  various  circumstances,  it 
was  discovered  that  the  Chinese  were  not 
serious  in  the  desire  of  making  peace  on 
the  terms  proposed  and  required  by  her 
Majesty's  plenipotentiary,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  communications  and  discus- 
sions which  took  place,  a  British  vessel 
was  fired  into  from  a  fort  which  ought  not 
to  have  been  occupied ;  and  it  was  8ubse-> 
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quently  discovered  that  the  whole  of  the 
forts  on  the  Canton  river,  which  it  had 
been  previously  settled  were  not  to  be 
occupied,  were  armed  and  occupied.  The 
negotiations  were  continued,  but  they  cer- 
tainly did  not  make  much  progress :  differ- 
ent periods  were  fixed,  at  which  communi- 
cations were  to  be  held  and  answers 
received ;  but  no  communications  were 
had,  and  no  answers  were  received,  and  at 
length  it  was  found  to  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  suspend  negotiations  and  recom- 
mence hostilities.  Accordingly  the  comroo. 
dorc,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fleet, 
immediately  determined  to  attack  the 
forts  in  Canton  river,  particularly  those 
which  protected  the  entrance  to  Whampoa. 
Among  other  promises  made  by  the  Chi- 
Dese,  and  not  performed,  was  one  for  the 
opening  of  trade  at  a  particular  period. 
In  the  mean  time  large  bodies  of  troops 
were  being  collected,  and  it  was  found 
that  Tartar  generals  and  Tartar  commis- 
sioners were  coming  down  for  the  ostensi- 
ble purpose  of  treating  for  peace,  but 
for  the  real  purpose  of  war.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  commodore  deter- 
mined immediately  to  attack  the  forts 
on  the  Canton  river,  and  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  them.  He  did  so.  He  con- 
sulted with  the  military  commanding  officer 
on  the  spot  respecting  the  assistance  to  be 
aflbrded  by  the  army,  and  by  the  cordial 
co-operation  of  the  two  services,  of  which 
many  examples  were  afterwards  given  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  war,  the  army  bcin^ 
landed  on  the  flunk  or  rear  of  the  works 
attacked  in  front  by  the  fleet,  and  by  the 
accurate  |>osting  of  every  vessel  of  the 
fleet,  all  the  forts  were  carried  almost 
without  loss,  the  army  having  entered  the 
forts  by  the  rear  at  the  same  lime  that  the 
navy  carried  them  in  front.  It  is  from 
this  operation  I  propose  to  date  the  ac- 
counts to  which  I  shall  cull  your  Lordships' 
attention.  1  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
operations  to  whicii  I  have  already  ad- 
verted—numely,  the  attack  on  CMiusan, 
the  blockade  of  Amoy,  and  the  attack 
upon  the  vessels  in  that  harbour,  were  not 
all  highly  meritorious;  but  there  is  this 
distinction  lictween  them  and  the  opera- 
tions subscfjucntly  carried  on — namely, 
thui  they  took  place  during  a  time  when 
negotiations  were  pendin^r.  In  uhat  I  am 
ahi>ut  to  aildrcMS  to  your  Lordships  I  shall, 
therefore,  contiiie  myself  to  the  operations 
which  took  place  after  the  breaking  oil  of 
negotiations  in    the  mouth  of  January, 


1841.  The  capture  of  the  forts  made  an 
impression  on  the  Chinese  negoliators»  and 
they  again  desired  to  commence  negotia- 
tions. Under  the  treaty  of  peace  which 
had  previously  been  concluded,  her  Ma« 
jesty  was  to  obtain  possession  of  the  island 
of  Hong  Kong,  and  it  was  deemed  eipe- 
dient  still  to  insist  upon  that,  although 
the  treaty  bad  not  been  actually  signed. 
The  commissioner  on  the  part  of  her  Ma- 
jesty having  desired  the  admiral  to  take 
possession  of  Hong  Kong,  he  entered  into 
an  agreement,  that  in  case  the  island  were 
given  up,  the  forts  which  had  been  taken 
should  be  restored  to  the  Chinese.  Still 
the  negotiations  did  not  advance.  The 
Chinese  commissioner  never  actually  met 
the  plenipotentiary  of  her  Majesty  to  sign 
conjointly  the  treaty  of  peace.  It  was 
known  that  a  large  Tartar  army  was  as- 
sembling at  Canton ;  and  in  this  state  of 
things  it  was  considered  necessary  to  re- 
commence hostilities,  to  attack  all  the 
forts  and  batteries,  and  to  take  possession 
of  Canton.  A  suspension  of  hostilities 
was  .again  agreed  upon,  in  consequence 
of  the  Chinese  undertaking  to  pay  a 
sum  of  money  as  ransom  for  Canton.  Tlios 
affairs  stood  at  that  time.  The  treaty 
which  had  been  agreed  upon  was  con- 
sidered as  concluded  ;  that  is  to  say,  it 
was  really  signed;  but  1  do  not  believe 
that  any  of  the  conditions  were  carried 
into  execution,  except  that  which  related 
to  the  occupation  of  Hong  Kong  by  the 
Quectrs  troops,  and  certain  of  the  forts  by 
the  Chinese  troops,  upon  condition  that 
they  should  not  again  be  armed.  Things 
remained  in  this  state  until  towards  the 
*20th  of  May,  at  which  |>eriod  large  bodies 
of  Chinese  troops  continued  to  assemble  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Canton,  and  threats 
were  held  out  of  an  intention  to  recom- 
mence hostilities.  It  was  also  ascertained 
that  some  of  the  batteries  and  towers  on 
the  river  had  been  armed,  in  contravention 
of  the  arran;;ement  entered  into,  and  that 
attacks  had  been  made  u|K)n  her  Majesty's 
vessels  and  British  merchant  vessels  by 
tive  boats,  from  whicli  the  British  vessels 
were  protected  by  the  activity  of  some 
small  craft  attached  to  the  Hcet.  At  this 
time  Sir  Hugh  Ciough  jointed  the  army, 
and  the  commodore  and  he  having  rccon* 
iioiired  tho  coast  of  tlic  river,  and  the  dis- 
position of  the  Cliinesc  army  on  the 
heights  hcyoiid  Canton,  dcterminc<t  on  a 
plan  of  joint  attack,  which  was  carried  into 
execution  in  a  manner  worthy  of  joar 
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Lordships'  approbation.  The  position  of 
the  enemy  was  well  examined  and  ascer- 
tained, and  a  plan  was  formed  for  a  con- 
joint attack  on  the  several  fortified  posts 
on  the  river  by  the  fleet,  and  upon  the 
position  of  the  enemy  on  the  heights  be- 
yond Canton  by  the  army.  The  army  was 
landed  at  the  place  appointed  for  the  com. 
mencement  of  its  operations,  whence  they 
advanced  and  attacked  the  formidable 
position  of  the  enemy,  defended  by  the 
works  of  the  town,  and  by  a  large  number 
of  Tartar  troops,  besides  the  garrison  of 
the  town,  in  a  camp  upon  the  heights. 
Here  commenced  a  series  of  operations 
which  were  really  quite  surprising,  and  of 
which  1  believe  there  is  no  example  in  the 
military  and  naval  history  of  this  country 
or  any  other.  Our  fleet  and  army  have 
been  mancuvring  on  the  rivers  and  coasts 
of  China,  and  defending  themselves  against 
large  bodies  of  the  enemy  in  the  field ; 
and  at  the  same  time  attacking  fortified 
positions,  some  of  which  were  deserving 
the  name  of  citadels,  and  they  have  per- 
formed these  manoeuvres  with  the  utmost 
facility  and  with  uniform  success;  and  they 
have  done  this,  my  Lords,  how  ?  By  the 
activity,  energy,  and  zeal  of  the  offi- 
cers, petty  officers,  and  seamen  of  the  navy, 
in  marking  out  the  spots  at  which  the  large 
ships  were  to  take  their  station  with  a 
view  to  the  operations  to  be  carried  on, 
and  to  enable  the  admiral  and  the  general 
to  combine  these  operations.  We  have 
seen  the  fleet  attacking  strong  forts,  built 
of  masonry,  and  well  provided  with  ord- 
nance, whilst  the  army,  being  lauded  at  a 
spot  previously  agreed  upon,  has  assisted 
the  fleet  in  its  operations,  and  the  success 
of  their  combined  eflbrts  has  been  uniform, 
and,  I  must  say,  wonderful.  The  attack 
upon  Canton  was  the  first  instance  of 
these  operations  being  carried  on  upon  a 
large  scale,  in  front  of  a  force  superior  to 
ours.  Our  troops  would  have  entered 
into  Canton  if  it  had  not  been  thought 
expedient  to  suspend  hostilities  upon  con- 
dition of  receiving  another  ransom,  and  to 
protect  the  town  from  the  consequences 
of  being  stormed  at  that  moment.  As  I 
said  before,  I  have  no  blame  to  bestow 
upon  that  proceeding.  The  troops  then 
embarked,  and  took  up  a  position  again  at 
Hong  Kong.  I  have  gone  a  little  into 
detail  with  respect  to  these  operations,  be- 
cause they  were  the  first  of  a  series  of 
similar  operations  which  were  carried  on 
with  the  cordial  understandiog  and  co- 


operation of  the  two  gallant  officers,  Si 
Hugh  Gough  and  Sir  H.  Senhouse 
Shortly  after  the  performance  of  this  feat, 
the  fleet  sailed  from  Hong  Kong,  and  the 
first  operation  which  they  undertook  was 
the  attack  upon  Amoy.  They  proceeded 
then,  and  examined  the  port,  and  having 
found  that  the  island  of  Koo-lang-soo 
formed  one  side  of  it,  the  admiral  and  gene- 
ral, in  the  manner  before  pointed  out,  hav- 
ing well  considered  the  position  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  nature  of  the  works  to  be 
attacked,  and  the  position  of  the  troops 
opposed  to  them,  agreed  that  the  troops 
should  be  landed  at  Koo-lang-soo,  and 
should  proceed,  some  of  them  to  attack  the 
works  on  that  island,  and  others  to  attack 
those  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town  of 
Amoy.  My  Lords,  the  ground  was  sounded, 
the  danger  exactly  ascertained,  and 
here,  again,  our  forces  performed  one  of 
those  manoeuvres  which  I  have  endea- 
voured to  describe  to  your  Lordships.  The 
general  immediately  got  possession  of  the 
island  of  Koo-lang-soo,  and  forthwith  di- 
rected his  attention  to  the  support  of  the 
position  which  the  fleet  took  up  at  Amoy ; 
and  they  were  successful,  as  they  had 
been  before,  and  as  they  have  since  beea 
in  many  other  cases.  They  occupied  the 
island  of  Koo-lang-soo,  left  there  a  gar- 
rison, and  sailed  for  Chusan.  At  Chusan 
they  found  the  works  vastly  increased  and 
improved  since  their  previous  occupation 
in  the  preceding  year.  Indeed,  it  is  cu- 
rious enough  that  the  Chinese  had  carried 
into  execution  some  of  the  measures  which 
the  British  engineers  had  proposed  to 
adopt  in  the  preceding  year,  in  order  to 
strengthen  the  island  of  Chusan,  then  in 
their  possession.  Notwithstanding  the 
strength  of  these  works,  and  the  increased 
strength  of  their  position,  affi^rded  by 
enormous  batteries  of  masonry,  the  opera- 
tions of  the  fleet  and  army,  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  same  system,  had  the  same 
result.  The  troops  were  landed  in  the 
position  agreed  on  by  general  and  admiral, 
the  ships  took  up  their  stations  opposite 
particular  parts  of  the  works,  and  the 
attack  succeeded  in  a  most  extraordinarily 
short  space  of  time*  In  short,  my  Lords, 
this  just  shows  what  a  fleet  and  army  can 
do  when  united,  and  acting  cordially  in 
support  of  each  other,  under  officers  who 
think  they  best  perform  their  duties  in 
considering  the  whole  operations  to  be 
carried  into  effect — the  situations  which 
each  force  should  occupy  during   those 
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operations,  and  taking  care  that  the  in-  '  made.  My  Lords,  some  distorfataoes  took 
tended  plans  should  be  pot  in  eaucntion  place  after  obtaining  the  occvpatioo  of 
bj  the  troops  eiactJy  as  tbej  were  first  in-  Ningpo.  Notwithstanding  that  the  troops 
tended,  lliis  it  was  that  was  done,  and,  conducted  themseUes  greatlj  to  the  sttis* 
as  osoal,  the  place  fell  into  their  posies-  :  faction  of  the  inhabitants.     It  appeared 


sion.  From  Chosan  they  went  to  attack 
the  ibrts  and  arsenal  on  the  left  of  the 
Ningpo-rifer,  and  they  found  them  situ- 
ated on  a  height,  being  folly  garnsoned, 
in  the  highest  state  of  order  and  preserva- 
tion, beiog  one  of  the  priocipal  arsenals  of 
the  country.  There  was  a  large  body  of 
troops  on  the  other  side  of  tbb  fortified 
position,  destined  to  co-operale  in  its  de. 


that  the  people  of  this  large  town,  thought 
it  might  be  practicable  to  get  the  better  of 
them,  and  the  soldiers  from  the  Chipese 
army,  encamped  at  no  great  distanoe, 
found  their  way  into  the  town  in  disguise, 
having,  perhaps,  heard  of  similar  pnioeed- 
ings  in  this  part  of  the  world.  On  the  9th 
or  lOtb  of  March  an  attack  was  made  not 
only  on  the  town  of  Ningpo,  but  oa  the 


fence ;  and  yet,  my  Lords,  of  this  position  j  citadeL  1  am  happy  to  say,  however,  thai 
oar  forces  got  possession  as  easily  as  they  i  attempt  completely  failed,  and  I  have 
did  of  Koo-lang-soo,  Amoy,  and  Cbusan.  \  observed,  with  the  greatest  saUsfactioa, 
If  you  will  give  me  leave,  1  shall  dwell  for  j  the  measures  which  were  adopted  to  bring 
a  moment  on  the  really  curious  circum-  ;  about  its  failure.  I  can't  avoid  expressing 
stances  under  which  the  arsenal  of  Chiohai  |  my  admiration  of  the  activity  and  energy 
was  attacked.  The  enemy  had  an  army  of  the  officers  who  adopted  those  measmes 
stronger  than  ours,  in  a  position  to  assist  with  entire  success — particalarly  of  the 
the  garrison,  and  destined  ultimately  to    subaltern    and  those  of   the  next  rank. 


protect  Ningpo.  The  general  and  admiral 
carried  on  concerted  operations.  They 
agreed  to  land  the  army  on  the  right  of 
the  river,  while  the  fort  was  attacked  by 
the  navy  in  its  sea  front.  And  it  is  a 
strange  circumstance  attending  this  attack, 
that  in  order  to  ascertain  exactly  the  dan- 
ger of  the  topographical  situations  in 
which  the  operations  should  be  carried  on, 
the  ship  which  made  the  greatest  attack 
on  the  citadel,  anchored  in  water  scarcely 
deeper  than  would  float  her.  My  Lords, 
the  general  attacked  with  the  troops,  and 
carried  everything  before  him,  the  fortified 
outworks  and  the  garrison  within,  and  he 
was  soon  enabled  to  assist  the  force  which 
was  attacking  it  from  the  sea.  The  admiral 
stormed  the  citadel,  and  tlic  ships'  crews, 
as  soon  as  the  breaches  were  made,  saw 
on  the  other  side  those  who  were  pro- 
ceeding to  their  support,  and  in  an 
astonishingly  short  space  of  time  this  cita- 
del, notwithstanding  two  or  three  explo- 
sions, which  took  place  by  accident  while 
the  o|>erations  were  going  on,  wai  in  pos- 
session of  the  fleet  and  army.  The  troops 
were  embarked,  and  sent  up  to  the  great 
city  of  Ning[K>,  into  which  they  entered 
without  opposition.  Now,  here  was  ano- 
ther instance  of  the  advantage  derived 
from  the  co-operation  of  the  fleet  and  the 
army.  The  army  was  aided  by  the  steamers 
and  smaller  vesseU  in  their  attack  on  the 
enemy's  troops,  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  troops  aided  the  navy  in  their  attack 
on  the  citadel  as  soon  as  the  breach  was 


They  manifested  discretion,  firmness,  and 
courage  under  the  circumstances  in  which 
they  were  placed,  and  frustrated  all  the 
attacks  which  were  made ;  so  that  before 
morning  the  place  was  as  secarely  ui  their 
possession  as  it  had  been  the  previous 
night.  The  enemy  retired,  and  took  re- 
fuge in  the  country  some  miles  above 
Ningpo.  And  thither  the  general,  in  ooo- 
ceit  with  the  admiral,  thought  proper  to 
follow  them,  with  a  view  of  making  an 
attack.  My  Ix>rds,  they  did  attack  them. 
The  generai,  by  his  courage  and  that 
of  his  troops,  aided  by  the  seamen  and 
mariues,  carried  a  most  formidable  for- 
tified position  against  the  best  Tartar 
troops  of  the  empire,  and  in  thai  at* 
tack  his  gallant  brother  in  arms,  the 
admiral,  at  the  head  of  his  seamen  and 
marines,  charged  in  support  of  the  troops 
into  the  enemy's  camp,  which  they  took 
possession  of  and  occupied  that  night. 
This  is  another  and  a  most  remarkable 
instance  of  the  cordial  co-operation  be- 
tween the  two  commanders  and  the  two 
services — a  co-operation  which  must  in- 
sure, on  every  similar  occasion,  the  sue 
cess  which  attended  tho>e  operations. 
My  Lords,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
operations  of  this  war  were  exceedingly 
diflicult.  Little  was  known  of  China  except 
its  enurmous  |)<)pulation,  it^  great  extent, 
and  its  immense  resources  ;  but  we  knew 
notliini;  of  the  social  life  of  that  country  ; 
we  knew  nothing  more  of  its  communica* 
tions  than  a  scanty  acquaintance  with  its 
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men  and  canals  and  whether  their  roads 
ran  along  rivers,  or  in  any  other  way,  no* 
body  in  this  country  could  gi?e  anv  infor» 
mation,  nor  could  any  be  aoquireq.  We 
felt,  as  everybody  must  have  felt,  that  it 
was  absolutely  necessary*  after  so  many 
years  of  negotiation,  to  qarry  the  war  into 
the  heart  or  the  country,  in  order  to  make 
an  impression  on  a  people  who  bad  mani- 
fested so  little  disposition  to  render  Justice, 
and  to  come  to  reasonable  terms  of  peace. 
The  question  was  as  to  the  mode  of  doing 
it;  and  considering  the  complete  ignorance 
which  we  and  all  mankind  were  in,  with 
respect  to  the  communications  of  the 
country — the  difficulties,  natural  and  arti. 
ficial,  which  we  had  to  contend  with; 
besides  the  immense  distance  from  our 
country  at  which  the  operations  must  be 
carried  on — we  naturally  look  to  the  re- 
sults; and,  I  must  say>  there  is  no  indivi- 
dual, however  sanguine,  who  could  have 
expected  such  success  as  has  been  pro- 
duced by  the  cordisl  co-operation  of  the 
admiral  commanding  the  fleet,  and  the 
general  commanding  the  army,  and  (fol- 
lowing their  example)  of  the  officers  and 
men  in  both  services*  My  Lords,  as  1 
said,  it  was  determined  to  carrjr  the  war 
into  the  heart  of  the  country,  it  having 
been  confined,  up  to  the  period  I  have 
alluded  to,  to  the  coasts  and  islands.  The 
first  attack  was  made  on  the  city  of  Cha- 
poo.  This  was  supposed  to  be  a  place  of 
great  importance.  The  commanders  co- 
operated in  preciselv  the  same  manner  as 
they  had  hitherto  done ;  they  carried  on 
conloint  operations  after  previous  exami- 
nation ;  and  after  having  ascertained  the 
difficulties  they  had  to  overcome,  they 
provided  for  the  occasion,  ascertaining 
the  depth  of  the  water  and  all  the  other 
circumstances  calculated  to  ensure  success. 
The  place,  like  the  others,  was  taken  by 
the  army  attacking  in  the  rear  and  by  the 
fleet  in  front,  supported  by  the  small  craft 
and  steamers.  Having  carried  this  place, 
they  turned  their  attention  to  operations 
on  the  Wosung.  This  is  a  river  which 
falls  into  the  Yang-tse-keang,  on  the  right 
bank,  and  it  appears  to  run  nearly  parallel 
to  a  canal,  rather  tending  towards  a  coast 
than  otherwise.  The  general  having  at 
this  time  been  joined  (through  means  of 
the  fleet)  by  artillery  and  norses,  sent 
from  India  by  the  Governor  of  Port  St. 
George,  landed  some  men  near  the  river 
Yang-tse-keang,  who  marched  across  it 
and  attacked  one  of  the  forts^  while  an- ; 


other  attack  was  mad^  in  front.*  The  foria 
on  the  Wosung  were  carried  by  operaticwi 
similar  to  those  I  have  already  described. 
The  fleet  and  army  having  been  posted 
exactly  in  the  places  fixed  upoq,  pMrsu^ 
the  course  pointed  out  for  eacb|  provision 
being  made  for  the  doe  performance  of 
the  duty  allotted  to  each.  All  these  attacks 
succeeded  as  the  others  had  done  bi^fofe 
them,  and  the  forces,  having  thus  gained 
a  position  in  the  forts  of  Wosoqg,  Wfr« 
enabled  to  enter  the  Yang*tse-keang|  and 
to  proceed  in  a  body  up  that  great  river, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  operations 
at  the  point  fixed  upon — namely,  at.  the 
junction  of  the  great  Imperial  Cand  with 
the  Yang-tse-keang.  After  considerable 
difficulty  and  some  loss,  this  position  was 
carried,  as  the  others  had  been|  by  the 

«'  int  operations  of  the  two  services.  Thf 
artar  troops  were  completely  subdued, 
and  this  place  came  into  the  possession  of 
her  Majesty's  troops.  The  general  and 
admiral  then  determined  to  pursuo  their 
success  by  proceeding  to  Nanking,  and  to 
carry  on  operations  m  the  same  manner 
against  that  place,  should  they  not  prevail 
upon  the  enemv  to  come  to  terms  of  peaoi^ 
Accordingly,  tliey  proceeded  up  the  rivor 
and  examined  the  localities  aa  iisual,  widi 
the  view  to  attack.  By  this  time  our  mode 
of  proceeding  was  known  by  the  enemy, 
and  they  soon  perceived  what  our  (broes 
were  about.  Howeveri  our  commanders 
made  like  preparations  to  the  precedhig; 
and  landed  the  troops,  so  as  to  be  enaUw 
to  make  an  attack.  The  enemy  then  sur- 
rendered, imd  offf^red  to  i^ree  to  the  pro^^ 
posed  terms  of  oeace.  My  Cords,  this  peaoe 
was  signed,  ana  has  be^confifmed,  imd 
although  it  has  not  been  formally  ratifie^f 
and  therefore  not  laid  beftwe  your  Lord- 
ships, it  is  already  made  known  to  the 
public.  My  Lords,  considering  the  energy, 
ability,  prudenoe,  and  fortituoe  with  wUeh 
those  operations  were  canied  on,  their 
uniform  soocesa,  and  the  honour  whicb 
resulted  to  her  Majesty's  army,  the  advent^ 
ages  which  must  accrue  to  the  cofintry 
from  this  early  peace,  and  the  probably 
greater  advantage  which  must  result  ftom 
our  Aiture  commercial  hitercoorse  beiiiig 
placed  on  a  better  (bQting  with  this  great 
empire,  I  do  hope  your  Lordships  will 
agree  ttoanhnonsly  to  the  vote  of  tmuiks  I 
mean  to  submit  to  you.  My  Lords,  I 
have  the  satisfaetfcm  of  beiog  aUe  to  add 
to  tbb  statement  that  I  have  evwy  reapoa 
to  believe  that  those  «o|«g^  in  taia  mt^ 
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vice  displayed  uocommon  proofs  of  disci- 
plioe  and  good  order — I  meao,  of  course, 
both  fleet  and  army.  I  have  read  sereral 
accounts  of  the  sobriety  which  they  ob- 
aeiredy  avoiding  that  great  temptation  in 
war  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  I 
have  heard  and  read  with  great  satisfaction 
that  they  treated  their  enemies  on  all 
occaaiona  with  the  utmost  humanity,  so 
much  sOy  that  I  understand  the  feeling  in 
China  was  "  these  barbarians  (as  they 
called  OS)  are  our  best  friends,  and  we 
cannot  look  upon  them  as  enemies."  My 
Lords,  it  is  under  these  circumstances 
that,  considering  the  difficulty  of  these 
operations,  their  uniform  success,  and  the 
small  loss  which  accrued,  I  trust  I  shall 
draw  from  you  an  unanimous  expression 
of  approbation.  They  whose  names  I  shall 
have  the  honour  to  propose  to  you,  accord- 
ing to  the  usual  practice,  are  rhe  admiral 
and  general  who  commanded,  the  general  | 
who  served  under  the  former,  but  not  to 
the  admiral  in  a  similar  position,  as  there 
was  no  admiral  under  the  command  of 
Admiral  Parker.  There  was  another  ad- 
miral connected  with  the  fleet,  Sir  T. 
Cochrane.  He  was,  at  the  time  of  these 
operations,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Canton 
river,  and  frequently  expressed  a  wish  to 
be  engaged  in  more  active  operations,  but 
the  admiral  found  himself  under  the  neces- 
sity of  detaining  him  in  what  he  conceived 
an  important  position.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances 1  regret  I  cannot,  according 
to  the  usual  practice,  insert  Sir  T.  Coch- 
rane's  name  in  this  vote  of  thanks.  I  should 
have  been  happy,  had  it  been  the  practice, 
to  have  mentioned  all  the  names  of  the 
gallant  oflicers  of  the  other  ranks  who  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  thccourse  of  these 
operations.  But,  my  Lords,  the  Gazette 
contains  them,  and  I  entreat  you  to  read 
them,  as  well  as  to  examine  those*  opera- 
tions with  attention.  They  are  worthy  of 
the  especial  attention  of  professional  men; 
but  all  men  who  read  them  will  sec  what 
these  forces  have  done,  the  diiFiculties 
whicli  they  have  undergone,  and  the  ser- 
vices which  they  h:ive  rendered  their  coun- 
try. I  find,  my  Lords,  that  it  was  not 
Admiral  Parker  who  carried  on  the  opera- 
tions at  Canton,  but  Sir  H.  Scnhouse.  an 
oflicerwho  rendered  great  and  distinguished 
service,  but  unfortunately  died,  like  many 
others, from  the  exhaustion  which  he  sufFcr- 
ed  by  reason  of  the  labours  he  went  through 
in  the  course  of  the  day.  The  noble  Duke 
then  read  the  following  vote  of  thanks  : — 


*'  Thai  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
Lieutenani-General  Sir  Hugh  Gough,  G.C.B  , 
Vice-Admiril  Sir  W.  i*arker,  G.C.B^  and 
Commodore  Sir  Gordoo  Bremer,  K.C.B.;  for 
the  disLD^isbed  skill,  iDtrepidity,  and  indc- 
fatigrable  zeal  with  which  iKey  have  conducted 
the  combined  operationi  of  her  Majesty's  na. 
val  and  military  forctrs  on  tlie  coasts  and  on 
the  inland  waters  of  China ;  whereby  a  series 
of  brilliant  and  unvaried  successes  has  been 
concluded  by  an  honourable  peace  on  the 
terms  proposed  by  her  Majesty. 

^  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given 
to  Major-General  Lord  Salioun,  K.C.B.  Ma* 
jor-General  George  Burrdl,  C.B.,  Major-Ge- 
ncral  2^ir  K  jbert  Hartley,  K.C.B  ,  Major-Ge- 
neral Sir  James  Holmes  Schoedde,  K.C.B., 
and  the  other  odicers  of  the  nary,  amy,  and 
Koyal  Marines,  indudinc  those  in  the  service 
of  the  East  India  Company,  both  European 
and  native,  for  the  energy,  ability,  and  gallantry 
with  which  thev  have  executed  the  various 
services  which  they  have  been  called  upon  to 
perform. 

''  That  this  House  doth  acknowledge  and 
highly  approve  the  gallantry,  discipline,  and 
uniform  good  conduct  displayed  by  the  petty 
o£Bcers,  non>conimissioned  officers,  and  men  of 
the  navy,  army,  and  Royal  Marines,  including 
the  troop>  in  the  semcc  of  the  East  India 
Company's  service,  both  European  and  native, 
Uie  cordial  jood  feeling  which  has  subsisted 
between  all  the  braiKJies  uf  the  united  services ; 
and  the  honourable  emulation  exhibited  by  all 
in  the  discharge  of  the  various  duties  required 
by  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  operations  to  be 
performed  :  and  that  the  same  be  communi* 
cutcd  lu  them  by  the  commanders  of  the  sevend 
ships  and  corps,  who  are  respectfully  desired 
tw  thank  them  for  their  gallant  behaviour.** 

He  would  also  move  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  be  requested  to  communicate 
the  above  resolution  to  the  forces  engaged 
in  China. 

The  Earl  of  Auckland  concurred  in  every 
word  which  had  fallen  from  the  noble 
Duke  in  admiration  of  the  services  ren* 
dcred  both  by  the  military  and  naval 
forces  in  China;  but  for  his  own  satis* 
faction,  as  he  had  himself  selected  for 
that  service  Sir  Hugh  Gough  and  Sir 
William  Parker,  and  as  thuse distinguished 
otliccrs  had  served  for  >omu  time  under 
his  instructions,  he  trusted  he  might  be 
permitted  to  say  that  he  would  ever  feel 
pride  in  looking  back  u|>on  their  inter- 
course with  him  duriiiL^  one  part  of  the 
progress  of  thox:  o|)erations.  They  were 
otlicers  who  had  no  superiors  in  judgment, 
skill,  and  determination,  and  in  the  eulo- 
giums  pronounced  u\h>u  them  he  moat 
fully  and  cntirrly  agreed.  Upon  the  ser. 
vices  which  they  had  rendered  it  was  not 
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for  him  to  enlarge.  He  rejoiced  that  they 
had  been  the  instruments  of  performing 
those  great  services  to  this  country,  ihat 
they  had  been  the  means  of  procuring  that 
peace  which  promised  everything  that 
could  be  desired  from  it  as  the  result  of  a 
irlorious  and  successful  war  —and  he  re- 
joiced  that  they  would  receive  the  dis- 
tinction of  the  thanks  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament.  Before  he  sat  down,  their 
Lordships  would  permit  him  to  allude  to 
what  had  fallen  from  (he  noble  Duke. 
The  noble  Duke  had  spoken  of  the  services 
of  the  army  and  navy,  but  to  one  branch 
of  the  army  he  himself  would  try  to  call 
the  particular  attention  of  their  Lordships. 
He  meant  the  native  Indians.  Those  gal- 
lant troops  were  taken  from  home,  were 
placed  in  a  position  on  board  ship  most 
repugnant  to  their  tastes  and  habits,  and 
the  answer  of  the  native  soldier  to  his 
commander,  on  being  questioned  as  to 
his  feelings  upon  going  on  such  service, 
was  then,  what  it  had  invariably  been, 
"  Where  you  go,  we  will  go."  These  were 
not  mere  words  of  compliment.  The 
Sepoys  embarked  with  cheerfulness — they 
bore  privations  with  cheerfulness — and 
proved  themselves  in  these  respects  second 
to  none.  He  was  glad,  from  his  own  feel- 
ings towards  the  native  troops,  to  bear 
such  testimony  in  their  favour ;  but  after 
what  had  already  passed,  he  would  detain 
the  House  no  longer  upon  the  subject. 

llie  Duke  of  Wellington  had  to  apologise 
for  not  having  more  particularly  alluded  to 
the  Sepoy  troops.  He  had  had  occasion 
to  take  particular  notice  of  the  conduct  of 
a  company  of  Bengal  Sepoys  in  the  attack 
upon  the  heights  of  Canton.  He  believed 
that  that  company  was  intended  to  keep 
up  the  communication  between  two  con- 
siderable bodies  of  our  troops.  These 
troops  were  withdrawn,  but,  somehow,  the 
order  to  withdraw  did  not  reach  the  Se- 
poys in  sufficient  time,  and  ihey  were  placed 
in  a  situation  of  much  peril.  They  attempt 
ed  to  defend  themselves  by  means  of  their 
fire  arms,  but,  unfortunately,  their  mus- 
kets would  not  go  off,  owing,  he  believed, 
to  the  damp.  They  kept  their  ground, 
however,  and  gallantly  defended  themselves 
with  the  bayonet,  until  they  were  joined  by 
a  company  of  the  Royal  Marines,  sent  to 
relieve  them.  Their  conduct  had  been 
most  satisfactory. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  said,  no 
one  could  feel  more  strongly  than  he  did 
how  impossible  it  would  be  for  himto  add 


any  weight  to  the  testimony  of  the  noble 
Duke,  testimony  which  no  one  could  feel 
so  eminently  qualified  to  bear  to  the  great 
merit  of  the  services  which  had  been  ren- 
dered upon  the  late  important  occasion.  It 
would  be  useless  for  him  to  express  his 
humble,  though  warm  concurrence  in  the 
feelings  and  sentiments  given  utterance  to 
by  the  noble  Duke,  were  he  not  desirous 
of  expressing  the  only  thing  in  the  shape 
of  a  regret  which  he  could  feel  in  connec- 
tion with  the  vote  before  the  House,  and 
it  was  this — that,  owing,  he  had  no  doubt, 
to  technical  considerations  in  connection 
with  the  vote  now  proposed,  inasmuch  as 
that  vote  merely  referred  to  military  and 
naval  services — owing  to  these  technical 
considerations,  and  only  owing  to  them, 
he  had  no  doubt  it  was  that  they  did  not 
find  included  in  the  vote  proposed  the 
name  of  an  individual,  an  eminent  and 
distinguished  officer  in  another  service, 
but  who,  on  the  late  occasion,  had  acted 
in  a  political  capacity — he  alluded  to  Sir 
Henry  Pottinger — a  distinguished  officer 
in  the  service  of  the  East  India  Company, 
but  who,  on  the  late  occasion,  had  officiated 
in  those  parts  of  the  world  in  the  capacity 
of  plenipotentiary  of  her  Majesty.  If  it 
happened,  from  the  technical  considera- 
tions which  he  had  alluded  to,  that  his 
name  was  not  included  in  the  vote,  let 
not  their  Lordships  forget  that  he  acted 
not  only  as  plenipotentiary  in  coDcIuding 
the  treaty  of  peace,  but  that  he  was 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  late  operations 
aiding  and  assisting  in  person  the  exertions 
of  the  forces  upon  every  occasiou,  lending 
his  powerful  assistance  to  the  military 
operations  carried  on  by  the  commander 
and  admiral  of  the  laud  and  sea  forces, 
and  contributing  largelv  to  that  which  the 
noble  Duke  had  justly  adverted  to  as 
forming  one  of  the  roost  satisfactory  fea- 
tures of  the  war — that  spirit  of  humanity, 
and  good  order,  and  conciliation,  which, 
during  the  late  operations,  was,  through  his 
advice,  as  well  as  by  the  authority  of  those 
eminent  commanders  with  whom  he  acted* 
strictly  enforced  and  invariably  maintained 
and  to  which,  no  doubt,  might  in  a  great 
degree  be  attributed  the  brilliant  and  com- 
plete success  which  had  attended  them. 
Indeed  he  thought  that  it  would  appear, 
from  the  more  recent  proceedings  of  the 
Chinese  government,  that  they  were  yield- 
ing under  the  effects  produced  upon  the 
people  of  the  country  by  the  conciliatory 
nature  of  the  measures  which  had  been 
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House.  Under  these  circncistances,  there- 
fore, he  coold  not  consistently  with  the 
forms  of  the  House,  include  Sir  Henry 
Pottioi^er's  ua:ne  in  the  vote  now  proposed 
without  laying  o:j  th'i  Table  of  the  House 
all  the  papers  connected  with  that  treaty 
of  i^eace.  He  had  no  'ioubt  whatever, 
lha(  if  they  ro'ild  lie  laid  before  the 
House  at  that  morn<;rit  ovid^nce  would  be 
furnished  luffici'rM  to  at  (net  th"  ad'niri. 
tion  of  every  rnan  in  Rni^land  to  Sir 
Henry  Pottiii^';r ;  but  they  could  not  be 
prrxiuced  at  present;  and,  (l.f.rcforc,  tlic 
name  of  that  gallant  officer  co<jld  not  be 
inrludefl  in  the  vote  he  had  the  honour  of 
proposing;. 

I>ird  llrrm^ham  would  call  the  atten- 
tion of  their  l««»nlshipn  fur  one  moment  tn 
a  certain  singularity  in  the  circumstaiiceN 
under  which  the  prcsrnt  vnt<*  of  thanks  tf> 


of  aoiity— a  really  hearty  good  andcnuad- 
ing  between  thia  oountrr  and  the  CkioeK 
empire.  He  had  lived  long  enoogli  to  be 
aware  of  what  his  nubic  Fncod  hinted,  ia 
his  clear  and  distinct  statement,  that  there 
eii«ted  s'xne  little  difference  betwegn  the 
dii!icultifs  and  the  perils  with  whidi  our 
gjllant  coumrrmen  had  to  contend  daring 
the  earlier  periud  of  the  war  compared  with 
thusc  which  had  been  met  and  sunBOUDted 
io  the  latter.  The  Chinese  were  not  nalr 
miis:  n-jmerjus— M  numerous  that  their 
rtSiiurces  wore  aImo»t  incalculable — that 
their  pii>p!e  were  to  be  o'kunted  by  hun- 
dreds of  millions,  but  they  had  the  power 
••f  incn?asing  their  armies  almost  In  their 
wishes,  and  their  rvrcnuo  tit  such  a  de««e. 
that  H  iwli-tax  aimitunting  to  one  billing 
p«T  hoail  would  pnur  fnwi  fifloen  to  six* 
tfon  millions  t>f  p>unJs  <terling  into  their 
the  amy  and  oavy  in  China  tvuuld   he    revenues  without  hindraoi'e  or  diftculCy. 
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They  were  also  a  clever  people — tbey  were 
an  iogenioua  people — and  they  were  ein- 
phatioilly  an  imitative  people.  Therefore 
there  was  some  litlle  dinerence  in  our  utua- 
tion  with  respect  te  them,  when  they  had 
teamed  from  us  somewhat  of  our  tactics  to- 
wards thecluse  of  tbe  war;  and  he  would  mj 
much  wonder,  should  a  good  understand- 
ing not  he  restored —should  a  feeling  of 
raveoge  he  left  rankling  in  their  hreasts,  if 
they  were  not  to  take  steps  doring  the 
peace  they  at  preseat  eojoyed,  and  which 
they  had  purchased  bv  costly  sacrifices  of 
treasure,  as  well  as  hlood — and  of  towns 
and  islands  as  well  as  blood  and  treasure- 
to  turn  to  account  those  faculties  and  re- 
soarees  which  he  had  alluded  to,  so  as  to 
make  the  next  campaign  which  might  he 
carried  on  in  our  eastern  domiaions  of 
much  longer  duration  and  of  much  more 
doubtful  issue  than  the  one  which  had 
just  been  happily  concluded.  For  which 
ranaons  he  hoped— and  he  would  repeat  the 
wish  he  bad  already  expresKd— that  erery 
pains  might  be  taken,  both  by  the  GoTeni' 
meat  lioe  and  by  tbe  Oo*emment  in 
India,  to  restore  not  a  nominal  peace,  but 
a  real  and  cordial  good  understanding  with 
that  great  and  powerful  empire. 

The  Earl  of  Haddington  felt  sure,  and 
could  asaura  ihe  noble  and  learned  Lord, 
that  aoch  pains  would  be  taken,  tbat  sucfa 
efibrts  would  be  made;  and  he  trusted 
that  the  resalt  of  the  late  glorioni  ope- 
ralionB  wonid  be,  with  respect  to  tbt 
feeling  of  the  Cfaiaete,  very  different  from 
tbat  which  Ihe  noble  Lord  soemed  to 
anticipate.  Their  lArdshipt  might  be^ 
lisTC  that  he  would  not  be  guilty  of  the 
bad  taste  of  trafelllog  again  orer  tbt 
mnnd  trodden  bj  his  noUe  Friend  neat 
him.  He  knew  lull  well  what  was  the 
value  of  praise  from  him,  and  he  was 
sot  about  to  add  his  euloginms  to  those 
pasted  by  the  noble  Duks.  But  being 
placed  at  tbe  head  of  one  uf  the  branches 
of  the  serfices  engaged  in  the  late  groat 
operations  to  which  the  noble  Duke  bad 
done  so  much  justice,  be  rose  for  (he  par- 
pose  of  returning  thanks  (o  the  noble 
Dake,  on  the  part  of  the  naval  service,  for 
the  eulogtums  bestowed  upon  it.  He 
congratulated  the  navy,  in  having  bad  its 
panegyric  pronounced  by  an  aulhorily  tht 
value  of  which  could  not  be  oventalad. 
But  be  would  add  one  word  before  aitting 
down  with  reference  to  tbe  crews  of  the 
East  India  Company's  steamers.  By  theai 
WW  a  nost  important  part  of  tbe  Mrvice 
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in  China  carried  on.  The  great  majority 
of  the  steamers  present  there  were  sup> 
plied  by  tbe  East  India  Company.  Hiay 
mre  not,  he  believed,  necessarily  belone- 
ng  to  tbe  East-Indian  navy,  but  hired  &t 
the  occasion  by  the  Company,  to  whom 
lie  hoped  Ihe  thanks  of  tbe  Ilouae  would 
;Jso  be  voted.  Some  of  these  steanMn 
«ere  commanded  by  officers  in  the  Royal 
^avy ;  and  tbe  Board  of  Admiralty  had 
done  all  tbat  was  ta  their  power  to  teetHy 
iheir  sense  of  the  services  rendered  » 
ibese  steamera,  by  the  notice  tbey  bad 
taken  of  those  of  the  officers  ooramandin^ 
them  who  were  more  immediately  under 
their  control.  Some  of  those  officer*  had 
greatly  distinguished  themselves,  and  tbeir 
conduct  had  been  followed  by  snitaUo 
promotion  and  reward.  Ha  wonId  detain 
their  Lordships  no  longer,  bat  would  onoe 
more  express,  on  the  part  of  tbe  navy,  lun 
thanks  Iw  the  manner  in  which  tbe  noUe 
Duke  had  oharacterised  that  brandi  of 
tbepublie  service. 

llw  Earl  of  MMo  would  not  detun 
tbeir  Lordshipa  many  minutes,  but  bo 
could  not  refrain  from  saying  tbat  be 
concurred,  fullv  conoarred,  with  the  ooUa 
Duke  in  toe  aamiration  which  be  had  »• 
pressed  of  the  great  action*  performed  by 
iwtb  branebea  of  tbe  •arrieet  and  of  Uw 
skill  and  peraeveranee  by  aeana  4kf  wbidi 
difficnltiea  of  no  ordinan  rnton  had  bean 
■ncceatfalty  ttinDOinted.  For  wbaa  tiwy 
rememband  Ibat  tbe  late  nival  operatioM 
bad  beeo  condactad  in  stnnfa  ud  un- 
pl»ed  ••■i.  pwtiralariy  ■boondiaf  witli 
tbe  danger*  comnoe  to  nMinlion,  and 
sorroanded  1^  boatile  eoaati,  A  moit  np* 
pear  extnordinaiy,  sot  ody  ibat  meooM 
so  great  eonld  bave  ctowaad  ow  efiwtit 
but  that  the  Britiih  flif  eonld  bna  bean 
oarriad  by  British  on^Mrabedbr*  tbe  waUe 
of  Canton,  intide  of  tbe  bar  of  tbe  PoMm, 
and  as  far  as  Naokio.  than  wat  one 
point,  bowever,  to  iriiicb  ba  nuut  altodc, 
altbougb  It  waa  vritb  soaiewbat  of  legMt 
tbat  be  Ibaitd  binself  oblind  to  do  to. 
He  referred  to  tbe  dialiootwaa  nnde  be- 
tween tbe  reward*  bestowed  npon  dw 
commanders  of  tbe  different  bruwbe*  of 
the  aervices  employed  in  China.  Bir 
Hugh  Oongh  bavingbeen created  a  Bai^ 
net,  while  Sir  Wo.  Farkar  bad  only  been 
rewarded  with  tbe  grand  enm  of  tbe 
Order  of  the  Batb.  He  eras  awan  of  tbe 
circamslanGei  vrbioh  had  led  to  tbia  «n^ 
fbrtanale  distbotion  barinf  bes  wmi», 
He  nadeiatood  IhM  the  giua  croaa  of  tba 
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Bath  having  been  prevtoasly  bestowed 
a  poo  Sir  Hugh  Go  ugh,  the  Baronetcy 
was  cooferred  upon  him  as  the  only  fur- 
ther reward  which  could  be  properly  )jc- 
stowed.  At  the  same  time,  he  did  noi 
thiok  that  this  partiality  of  distinction  was 
at  all  advisable.  In  the  expedition  there 
had  indeed  been  no  rivalrv  between  the 
chiefs  of  the  respective  portions  of  it,  ex- 
cept  as  to  which  should  best  perforin  his 
duty  to  his  service  and  his  country  ;  yet,  in 
thecaie  in  question,  the  expedition,  if  it 
had  any  peculiarly  distinctive  character, 
was  certainlv  rather  a  naval  than  a  mili- 
tary expedition.  The  greatest  difficulties  to 
be  removed  were  those  surmounted  by  the 
naval  Commaoder-in-chief.  These  diffi- 
culties were  difficulties  of  navigation,  and, 
of  course,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
it  was  impossible  that  it  could  be  otherwise. 
The  greater  burthen  of  the  service  fell, 
then,  upon  the  naval  branch ;  and,  such 
being  the  case,  it  might  be  thought  an  in- 
vidious distinction  that  Sir  Hugh  Gough 
should  have  been  enabled  to  transmit  to 
his  posterity  the  honours  he  had  woo  in 
China,  while  Sir  William  Parker*s  dis- 
tinctions would  die  with  himself.  He  was 
very  sure  that  Sir  William  Parker  would 
look  upon  the  cross  of  the  order  of  the 
Bath  as  a  high  honour ;  and  if  the  case 
rested  on  the  adequacy  of  the  reward  he 
had  received  to  the  services  which  he  had 
performed,  he  (the  Earl  of  Minto)  would 
not  have  a  word  to  say  upon  the  subject ; 
but  seeing  that,  in  addition  to  the  grand 
cross  of  the  order  of  the  Bath,  Sir  Hugh 
Gough  had  been  rewarded  in  another 
manner,  he  did  trust  that  the  subject,  if 
nowj  at  least  at  some  future  lime,  would 
come  under  the  consideration  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  and  that  Sir  William 
Parker  would  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  he  would  transmit  his  well- 
won  honours  to  posterity. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  said,  that  his 
noble  Friend  had  correctly  stated  the 
reason  why  the  honours  alludt'd  to  had 
been  apportioned  as  they  were.  One 
commander  had  already  received  a  cross 
of  the  order  of  the  Bath,  and  conse- 
quently, it  was  necessary  that  another  re- 
ward should  be  l>estowed  ujion  him. 
There  was  not — there  could  be  no  doubt 
ns  to  the  correctness  of  what  the  noble 
Ix)rd  htid  stated,  with  respect  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  opt'ration  carried  on  by 
the  naval  branch  of  the  service ;  tht  re 
was  no  doubt  of  the  exertions  made  by  its  | 


commander.  Without  the  ships  the  anny 
could  not  have  moved  a  single  yard.  But 
it  was  not  10  be  supposed  that  those  whose 
duty  it  was  to  advise  her  Majesty  with 
respect  to  the  distinction  to  be  oonferred 
could  have  made  any  mistake  with  respect 
to  the  nature  of  those  services.  The  re» 
wards  had  been  appjrtioned  as  they  were 
for  the  very  reason  which  the  noble  Lord 
had  stated.  It  was  contrary  to  the  usqsI 
practice  to  confer  more  than  one  honoar 
of  the  kind  alluded  to  at  the  same 
moment ;  but  then  it  would  be  remembered 
that  there  was  no  necessary  limit  imposed 
by  the  course  which  had  been  pursaed  to 
the  giaciousness  of  her  Majessy. 

The  Earl  of  Minto  was  entirely  satis6ed 
with  the  explanation  of  the  noble  Duke. 
There  had  been  no  slight  intended  towards 
Sir  William  Parker. 

The  Duke  of  IVellirngton :  No,  no; 
certainlv  not. 

• 

The  Earl  of  Haddington  said,  that  any 
charge  of  the  nature  now  hinted  at  would 
naturally  fall  upon  him;  but  he  coald 
assure  his  noble  Friend  that  the  services 
of  Sir  William  Parker  were  not  overlooked 
when  the  baronetcy  and  the  grand  cross 
had  been  bestowed.  But  it  would  be  re- 
membered, with  reference  to  the  dis- 
tinction awarded,  that  Sir  Hugh  Goagh 
had  been  for  a  longer  period  employed  in 
the  Chinese  service  than  Sir  William 
Parker,  that  he  had  already  receiTed  the 
honour  of  a  grand  cross  of  the  order  of 
the  Bath,  and  that  there  remained  but  a 
baronetcy  to  add  ;  and  he  believed  that, 
had  they  both  been  conferred  upon  Sir 
William  Parker,  such  a  course  would 
have  really  appeared  to  be  of  an  iuTidioas 
nature.  With  respect  to  the  services 
rendered  by  Admiral  Parker,  he  mast  not 
be  deterred  from  saying  that  they  had  been 
most  eminent.  That  gallant  officer  went 
out  with  a  high  professional  character,  to 
which  he  had  greatly  added  by  his  eier- 
tions,  which  had  placed  him  in  a  position 
which  would  carrv  his  name  down  to  after 
ages  as  having  been  one  of  those  who  had 
done  good  service  to  their  country. 

The  Earl  of  Aherdeen  said,  that  he 
agreed  with  his  noble  Friend  opposite  with 
respect  to  the  conduct  of  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger.  The  details  of  the  operatioos 
carried  on  by  that  officer  had  come  under 
his  observation,  and  it  was  impossible  to 
say  too  much  of  the  discretion,  the  judg- 
ment, the  consistcney,  and  the  forbearance 
wiiich  ho  had  practi^d  throughout  all  the 
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negotiations  entrusted  to  his  management. 
His  conduct  had  been  such  as  not  only  to 
have  ensured  success  in  the  negotiations 
which  he  carried  on^  but  to  have  procured 
for  him  the  respect  and  attachment  of  the 
Chinese  with  whom  he  was  brought  into 
contact ;  the  sentiments  induced  in  the 
minds  of  all  with  whom  he  had  had  any 
concern  had  been  those  of  respect  and  good 
feeling,  hardly  to  be  expected  considering 
the  nature  of  the  operations  which  he  was 
then  conducting;.  Fortunately  his  ser- 
vices, great  as  they  had  been,  were  still  in 
full  operation,  and  it  was  his  good  manage- 
ment and  judgment  that  they  were  mainly 
to  look  to  for  the  further  improvement  of 
those  successes  which  had  been  detailed 
to  the  House.  Their  Lordships  might 
imagine  that,  placed  as  he  was  at  such  an 
immense  distance  from  this  country,  in  a 
part  of  the  world  communication  with 
which  was  so  difficult  and  uncertain — they 
might  imagine  the  satisfaction  which  any 
Government  must  feel  in  possessing,  in 
such  a  situation,  a  person  in  whom  such 
confidence  might  be  placed  ;  and  it  was 
with  entire  reliance  that  the  happy  result 
of  the  late  war  would  be  turned  to  that 
account  which  they  had  a  right  to  expect, 
that  they  reposed  their  con6dence  in  the 
discretion  and  ability  of  the  distinguished 
officer  alluded  to. 

Resolution  carried  unanimously.  Lord- 
ships adjourned  until  Thursday. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 

Tuesday y  February  14,  1843. 

MiNUTBS.]  New  Mkmbxr  Sworn. — G.  A.  Hamilton* 
Esq..  for  Dublin  Univenity. 

PsTiTiONS  Phbsbntrd.  By  Mr.  B.  Escott,  Arom  the 
Principal  and  others  of  Jcsiu  College,  Oxford,  by 
other  hon.  Members,  from  Cilcen,  Mold,  Henllan,  Rhud- 
dlan,  Dymeirchion,  Gwereafield,  Pont  Bleiddyn,  and 
Hawarden,  for  the  Repeal  of  so  much  of  the  Act  6  and 
7  Will.  4th,  c.  77,  as  relates  to  the  Union  of  the  Sees  of 
St.  Asaph  and  Bangor.— By  Sir  Robert  Inglis,  from  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  Norwich,  by  Lord  A.  Hervey,  from 
Brighton,  and  by  an  hon.  Member,  fhim  Hawarden,  for 
the  Extension  of  the  Church  of  England. — By  Mr.  Ord, 
from  NewcasUe-on-Tyne,  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Income- 
tax.  —By  Lord  Ashley,  from  Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  Sun- 
derland, Durham,  York,  Darlington,  Newcastle,  Carlisle, 
and  North  and  South  Shields,  against  the  Repeal  of  the 
Mines  and  Collieries  Act. — By  Mr.  T.  Dimcombe,  from 
Dockhcad,  Bermondscy,  for  Inquiry  into  the  Origin,  Pro- 
greas,  and  Termination  of  the  Afghanistan  and  China 
Wars ;  and  frtmi  the  Chairman  of  a  Meeting  at  Liverpool, 
for  Inquiry  into  the  Proceedings  of  the  late  Special  Com- 
mission.— By  Mr.  Serjeant  Murphy,  from  Cork,  for  the 
Abolition  of  Ministers'  Money. — By  Sir  A.  Brooke,  from 
Fermanagh  (Sheriff),  for  Amendment  of  the  Poor  Re- 
lief (Ireland)  Act. 
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begged  to  put  a  question  to  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  (the  late  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs),  with  respect  to  the 
treaties  between  this  country  and  France 
for  the  suppression  of  slavery.  The  first 
convention  between  this  country  and 
France  was  made  in  1831,  and  the  sup- 
plementary convention  in  1833.  The 
question  which  he  wished  to  ask  the  noble 
Lord  w^s,  whether  the  proposition  for  that 
supplementary  convention  proceeded  from 
the  Government  of  this  country,  or  from 
the  government  of  France  ? 

Viscount  Palmerston  said,  that  as  soon 
as  the  late  Government  came  into  office  in 
1830,  proposals  were  made  to  the  French 
government  for  a  treaty  granting  to  each 
country  reciprocal  powers  of  search,  with 
a  view  to  the  prevention  of  the  slave-trade. 
The  convention  of  1831  was  concluded  in 
consequence,  and  in  that  convention  was 
recorded  the  general  principle  agreed  upon 
by  the  two  Governments.  There  were 
other  details,  however,  including,  among 
other  matters,  instructions  to  cruisers, 
which  had  not  been  regulated  by  the  first 
convention.  The  convention  of  1833  be- 
came necessary  in  consequence  of  these 
omissions,  but  that  convention  was  essen- 
tially a  part  and  continuation  of  the  for- 
mer, the  general  principles  of  which  it 
sought  to  carry  out  more  completely.  He 
felt  bound  to  say,  in  justice  to  the  French 
government  and  to  the  French  ambassador 
then  accredited  to  the  firitish  court,  that 
it  was  impossible  any  government  or  any 
ambassador  could  have  entered  with  more 
readiness  or  more  philanthropy  into  the 
negotiation.  It  was  the  honourable  desire 
of  both  governments  to  concur  in  the 
most  effectual  means  to  obtain  the  sup.- 
pression  of  the  slave-trade. 

Mr.  Hardy  wished  to  know  what  was 
the  earliest  date  at  which  any  complaints 
were  made  by  the  French  government  re- 
lative to  the  detention  of  French  vessels 
by  our  cruisers  ^ 

Viscount  Palmerston  said  that  no  com- 
plaint had  ever  arisen  till  a  very  short 
period  before  he  and  his  late  Colleagues 
quitted  office.  The  complaint  that  then 
arose  originated  in  no  detention^  in  con- 
sequence of  the  conventions  in  question, 
but  in  consequence  of  the  detention  of  a 
vessel  in  our  own  waters,  on  the  coast  of 
the  Gambia,  the  detention  arising  out  of 
a  violation  of  our  own  municipal  laws. 
He  might,  therefore,  say  that  no  com- 
plaint whatever,  founded  on  the  execu- 
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tioD  of  the  conventions  of  1831  and  1 833, 
had  been  made  while  he  remained  in 
office.  The  complaints  that  did  arise 
were  founded  on  the  applications  of 
the  municipal  law  of  England  to  French 
Tcssels  suspected  of  being  engaged  in 
the  slave-trade  in  the  waters  of  Great 
Britain. 

Chiva — Vote  op  Thawks.']  Lord  j 
Stanley :  Under  ordinary  circumstances, 
Sir,  I  should  have  been  unwilling,  even 
on  a  notice-day,  to  interpose,  on  the  part 
of  the  Grovernment,  with  any  motion  that 
might  have  interfered  with  the  progress  of 
an  adjourned  debate ;  but  understanding 
from  the  noble  Lord  who  originated  the  de- 
bate, and  from  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
aide  of  the  House,  that  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  bringing  forward,  as  a  sub- 
stantive motion,  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
officers  and  troops  of  the  army  engaged 
in  the  operations  in  China,  and  not  anti- 
cipating that  the  motion  will  be  likely  to 
lead  to  any  lengthened  discussion,  1  will, 
with  permission  of  the  House,  proceed  to 
propose  it.  But  first  I  must  beg  to  move 
that  so  much  of  her  Majesty's  gracious 
Speech  as  referred  to  China  be  read. 

The  following  extract  from  her  Ma- 
jesty's Speech  was  then  read  by  the  clerk 
at  the  Table. 

"  The  increased  exertions  which,  by  the 
liberality  of  Parliament,  her  Majesty  was  en- 
abled to  make  for  the  termination  of  hottili. 
ties  with  China,  have  been  emmently  success- 
ful. Tlie  skill,  valour,  and  discipline  of  the 
naval  and  military  forces  employed  upon  this 
service  have  been  most  conspicious,  and  have 
led  to  the  conclusion  of  peace  upon  the  terms 
proposed  by  her  Majesty.  Her  Majesty  re- 
joices in  the  prospect  that,  by  the  free  access 
which  \s\\\  be  opened  to  the  principal  marls  of 
that  populous  and  extensive  empire,  encou- 
ragement will  be  given  to  the  commercial  en- 
terprise of  her  people." 

I  trust  the  motion  I  am  about  to  sub- 
mit to  the  consideration  of  the  House  is 
one  that  will  receive  the  cordial  and  una- 
nimous support  of  the  House.  The  (|ues- 
tion  is  one  which  involves  no  consider- 
ation of  party  ur  political  interest.  1  do 
not  propose  to  enter  upon  any  discussion 
of  those  matters  which  might  lead  to  con- 
troversy between  different  parties  in  the 
House  as  to  the  policy  which  led  to  the 
acts  that  ultimately  rendered  unavoidable 
the  Mar  in  which  we  were  eni^a^red.  I  am 
not  about  tu  claim  for  this  or  that  (i«i.  ; 
vernmvnt  the  particular  merit  of  deciding,  | 


conducting,  or  supporting  oar  Bind  aad 
military  operations  in  China.     I  am  ibovt 
to  propose  a  vote  of  thanks  to  three  gaU 
lant  officers  in  particular,  who  had  the 
chief  conduct  of  those  operatioot— eO  of 
whom  were  selected  during  the  edmoiie- 
tration  of  noble  Lords  and  boo.  GeotlemeB 
who  lit  on  the  opposite  side.    No  party 
consideration,  therefore,  can  interfere  with 
the  subject;  and  while  1  feel  it  aloKMt 
presumptuous  to  express  the  opinioiiy  that 
a  more  fitting  and  judicious  selectioQ  coaM 
not  have  been  made,  than  that  which  vat 
made  of  the  officers  who  conducted  oar 
naval  and    military  operations    io    that 
country,  I  trust  the  time  will  never  arrive 
when,  in  discussing  such  questions  as  that 
now  brought  before  the  House,  either  the 
British  House  of  Commons  or  the  Brhiah 
public  will  for  a  moment  pause  to  cooei 
der  by  whom,  and  by  what  political  party, 
instruments  had  been  selected  to  carry  oat 
their  plans.     1  mean,  Sir^  very  briefly  to 
recapitulate  the  events  of  the  late  war — 
those  operations  upon  the  socceisfol  ac- 
complishment of  which  I  rest  the  elaias 
of  those  gallant  men  to   the  thanks  of 
their  country.      I   shall  date  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  with  China  from 
the  early  part  of  the  year  1841,  and  ia 
this  I  believe  the  noble  Lord,  the  late  Se- 
cretary of  Stale  for  Foreign  Aflairi,  wOl 
agree   with   me*     At  that  period  it  was 
that  the  temporary  accommodation  agreed 
to   by  Captain   Elliot   with   the  Chinese 
authorities   was  broken  through  by   the 
latter,  and  refused  to  be  ratified  by  the 
British  OovernmenL    The  operations  in 
1 840  were  almost  all  on  a  very  small  and 
comparatively  insignificant  scait.     Bot  m 
February,  1841,  Captain  Elliot  concloded 
an  agreement  which  was  not  ratified  by  her 
Majesty's  Government.     Before  the   re- 
fusal, however,  of  the  British  Government 
to    ratify  thai  agreement    had    reached 
China,  i\\e  Chinese  authorities  had  them- 
selves violated   it :   and   from   February, 
1841,  therefore,  1  will  commence  the  his- 
tory of  the  war,  which  I  will  endeavour  to 
make  as  concise  as  I  can.     On  February 
20,  1841,  in  conseouence  of  the  hostile 
determination  manifested  by  the  Chinese 
authorities  and  the  Chinese  people,  it  was 
determined,   on    the   part  of   the  navel 
authorities,  that  a  certain  operation  should 
he  undertaken,  in  which  the  naval  forces 
urn*   (o  hear  a  principal  share.     It  was 
j<i()t;(d  iirr<«s.iry  to  force  (he  strong  posi- 
lion  of  the  Bu^ue  furts,  and,  in  foct^  to 
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bring  the  British  fleet  into  the  inner 
waters  of  China,  close  under  the  walls  of 
the  city  of  Canton.  I  should  be  sorry  to 
weary  the  house  with  a  description  of  the 
obstacles  to  be  surmounted,  and  of  the 
skill  with  which  those  obstacles  were  over- 
come ;  but  I  must  call  the  attention  of 
(be  House  to  the  description  given  by 
Sir  Gordon  Bremer  of  two  of  the  princi- 
pal forls,  situated  nearly  opposite  each 
other,  and  between  which  il  was  neces- 
sary for  the  fleet  to  press  forward.  The 
noble  Lord  then  read  the  following  ex- 
tract from  the  despatch  of  Sir  Gordon 
Bremer : — 

"  Partly  surrounding  the  old  fortof  Anung- 
hoy,  and  in  advance  of  it  to  high  water  mark, 
was  a  new  and  well  built  battery  of  granite, 
forming  a  segment  of  about  two-thirds  of  a 
circle :  on  it  were  mounted  forty -two  guns, 
some  of  them  of  immense  weight  and  large 
calibre  ;  several  strong  entrenchments  extend- 
ed to  the  southward  of  this  battery,  and  the 
ridges  of  the  hill  were  crowed  with  guns  up  to 
a  camp  calculated  for  about  1,200  men,  and  at 
the  north  side  was  a  straight  work  of  modern 
erection,  mounting  sixty  heavy  guns;  about 
150  yards  of  rocky  beach  intervenes  between 
the  end  of  this  battery  and  the  northern  circu- 
lar battery,  on  which  forty  guns  werfe  mount- 
ed ;  all  the  works  were  protected  in  the  rear 
by  a  high  wall,  extending  up  to  the  hill,  on 
which  were  steps  or  platforms,  for  firing  mus- 
ketry, and  in  the  interior  were  magazines,  bar- 
racks, &c.  On  the  east  end  of  the  island  of 
North  Wangtong  is  a  battery  with  a  double 
tier  of  guns,  defending  the  passage  on  that 
side,  and  also  partly  flanking  a  number  of 
rafts,  constructed  of  large  masses  of  timber, 
moored  across  the  river  about  twelve  feet 
apart,  with  two  anchors  each,  connected  by 
and  supporting  four  parts  of  a  chain  cable,  the 
ends  of  which  were  secured  under  masonry 
works— one  on  the  South  Wangtong,  the  other 
on  Anunghoy.  On  the  western  end  of  North 
Wangtong  is  a  strong  battery  of  forty  guns, 
flanked  by  a  field  work  of  seventeen ;  indeed, 
the  whole  island  is  one  continued  battery.  On 
the  extreme  western  side  of  the  channel  was  a 
battery  of  twenty-two  heavy  guns  and  a  field- 
work  of  seventeen,  protecting  an  entrenched 
camp  containing  l,50o  or  2,000  men.'* 

It  will  hardly  be  credited  that  obstacles, 
apparently  so  insurmountable^  should  have 
been  overcome  by  bodies  of  men  com- 
paratively so  insignificant.  The  forts 
described  were  by  the  Are  of  the  vesseU 
of  her  Majesty,  secured,  silenced,  and 
captured  in  the  space  of  a  single  hour.  A 
succession  of  operations  brought  her  Ma- 
jesty's fleet  through  channels  unknown  to 
the  Chinese  themselves;  blocked  up  in 
some  places  by   sunken  junks,  with,  in 


some  places,  scarcely  water  enough  for 
the  vessels  to  sail  in,  and  in  some  instances 
so  narrow  that  the  paddle-wheels  of  the 
Nemesis  could  scarcely  go  through  them. 
All  those  difficulties  were  surmounted  by 
the  singular  skill  of  the  British  navy,  ana 
vcsseU  were  taken  through  passages,  in 
many  cases  unknown  to  the  Chinese 
themselves,  and  without  the  aid  of  a 
single  Chinese  pilot,  the  English  fleet  was 
brought  in  a  few  days  to  the  walls  of  the 
great  and  wealthy  city  of  Canton,  and 
that  great  and  wealthy  city  was  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  her  Majesty's  forces.  In 
consequence  of  these  operations,  500 
guns,  many  of  them  of  a  large  calibre, 
were  captured.  When  Canton  had  thus 
been  placed  in  the  possession  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's forces,  the  Plenipotentiary,  in  the 
exercise  of  his  discretion,  interfered,  and 
the  fleet,  without  the  commission  of  any 
art  of  violence,  except  the  destruction  of 
the  guns  captured,  returned  to  the  former 
anchorage,  and  remained  there  undis- 
turbed for  two  months.  Sir  Gordon 
Bremer,  in  the  meantime,  proceeded  to 
Calcutta,  to  give  the  Governor- General 
an  outline  of  the  state  of  affairs,  and  to 
ask  him  tor  a  further  reinforcement  of 
troops.  On  this  account  it  was  that  he 
was  not  present  when  the  subsequent  ope- 
rations took  place  on  the  18tb  of  May, 
when  the  heights  of  Canton  were  stormed, 
and  that  city  was  again  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  her  Majesty's  forces.  This  ope- 
ration, which  was  not,  as  the  former  had 
been,  chiefly  t  naval  one,  was  brought  on 
by  the  acts  of  the  Chinese  government, 
and  by  the  knowledge  of  the  faot  that 
a  very  large  body  of  men,  amounting^, 
according  to  some  accounti,  to  45,000 
men,  was  being  collected,  composed  of 
the  best  troops  of  the  empire,  and  actually 
occupied  Canton.  In  consequence  of  this 
proceeding,  and  of  the  attempts  which 
were  made  to  set  fire  to  the  ships,  it  was 
thought  necessary,  on  the  18tb  of  May, 
without  waiting  for  further  reinforcements, 
again  to  advance  on  the  city  of  Canton, 
and  take  possession  of  all  the  forts  and 
heights  which  crowned  that  city  on  the 
north  and  north-west.  The  former  ope- 
ration was  principally  naval,  but  in  the 
conduct  of  this  enterprise,  which  was  in 
the  greatest  part  a  military  operation,  the 
troops  were  placed  under  the  superintend- 
ence and  leading  of  Sir  Hugh  Gougb, 
but  when  I  say  that  this  was  principally 
a  military  operation  I  shonld  do  great  ia- 
T2 
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justice  to  our  naval  service  if  I  were  to 
leave  the  House  to  infer  that  the  opera- 
tion, though  of  a  miiitarj  character,  was 
conducted  exclusively  by  military  means, 
Oa  the  contrary,  as  well  on  this  as  on 
every  subsequent  occasion,  there  appears 
to  me  to  have  been,  among  all  the  troops 
engaged,  of  every  description,  an  alacrity 
to  forget  all  the  peculiarities  of  their 
respective  services,  and  cordially,  sedu- 
lously, and  willingly  to  devote  themselves 
to  the  service  of  the  Crown  and  of  their 
country,  in  whatever  capacity  and  under 
whatever  circumstances  their  services 
might  be  called  for.  Previous  to  the 
occupation  of  the  heights,  and  the  storm- 
ing of  the  four  forts  on  the  north-west  of 
Canton,  the  troops  had  been  disembarked 
with  the  greatest  gallantry  and  skill,  at 
the  precise  point  at  which  it  was  intended 
the  debarkation  should  take  place,  and  ti:e 
column  of  attack  was  divided  into  four 
brigades.  One  of  these  consisted  exclu- 
sively of  two  battalions  of  officers  and 
meo  of  the  navy,  and  it  went  therefore 
under  the  title  of  the  naval  brigade.  I 
should  add,  that  Sir  Humphrey  Senhouse, 


{COMMONS}  VaU  of  Tkamk^ 

able  distance.  The  negotiations 
\t\^  a  truce  (for  attempts  were  Bade  to 
brin^  matters  to  a  peaceful  result,  even  at 
the  last  moment)  having  been  brokca  off*, 
a  simuluneous  order  to  advance  was  giwB 
to  the  different  brigades  who  were  to  take 
possession  of  the  four  forts.  Perhaps  1 
may  be  pemiiited  to  read  to  the  Hi 
the  statement  made  by  Sir  Hugh 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  order 
carried  into  effect : — 


*<  At  about  half-past  nine  o'clock,  said  tke 
general,  the  advance  was  sounded,  and  it  has  sel- 
dom fallen  to  my  lot  to  witness  a  more  soldier. 
like  and  steaiiy  advance,  or  a  mora  anianlad 
attack.  Every  individaal,  native  as  well  as  Eaio- 
pean,  steady  and  gallantly  did  his  duty.  TWs 
18th  and  49th  were  emulous  which  fboiild  &nt 
reacli  their  appointed  goals  ;  but  under  the  in- 
pulse  of  this  feeling  they  did  cot  lose  sight  ol 
that  discipline  which  could  alooc  ensure  soe- 
cess.  The  advance  of  the  37tb  Madras  N^ 
tive  Infantry  and  Bengal  Volunteers  in  8U|»- 
port  was  equally  praiseworthy.  The  result  of 
tiiis  combined  noveaient  vras,  that  the  two 
forts  were  captured  with  comparatively  saali 
loss,  and  that,  in  little  more  than  half  ao  boar 
after  the  order  to  advance  was  given,  the  Bri* 
tish  troops  looked  down  on  Canton  within  lOO 


the  distinguished  officer  who  commanded  ;  paces  of  its  walls.  The  well-directed  ftie  of 
the  naval  force  on  the  occasion,  and  whose  !  the  artillery  m  the  centre  was  highly  crcdit^c, 
loss  within  a  very  few  days  afterwards  was  j  and  did  great  execution.  In  co-operalioo  witk 

these   attacks   1  witnesaied  with  no  ofdiaaiy 

of 
Captain 


doned  the  leading  of  the  naval  brigade  to 
Captain  Bourchier,  consenting  to  forego 
the  pleasure  of  bringing  his  men  into 
action,  and  throughout  the  whole  day 
attended  on  Sir  Hugh  Gough  with  his 
counsel  and  assistance.  I  am  but  liiile 
competent.  Sir,  even  if  it  were  lipht  lo 


whole  of  the  north-western  ramparL  This 
right  attack  was  eqoally  successful,  and  hsrt, 
also,  the  British  standard  proudly  waved  oa 
the  two  western  forts,  while  the  British  tars 
looked  down  upon  the  nortli-westem  bot  of 
the  city  and  its  suburbs.*' 

I  think   it  would   be   hardly  right  to 


weary    the    (louse   by   such   details,   to    select  for  especial  praise,  on  an  occatiOD 


enter  into  the  military  narrative  of 
this  or  any  other  operation.  There 
are  many  Members  of  this  House 
far  more  competent  to  speak  to  thi  ir 
merits;  but  Gentlemen  will  find  any  trou- 
ble they  may  take  well  repaid  by  perusing 


like  the  present,  when  we  are  to  coosider 
the  results  of  many  successive  eoterpriies, 
individual  names,  whether  those  of  parti- 
cular regiments  or  of  parti<  ular  officers, 
other  than  those  who  were  formally  and 
officially  brouj;ht  under  our  notice.     But 


if  they  have  not  already  dune  so,  tlic  various  j  I  may  be  permitted  to  refer  to  a  single 
despatches  which  were  from  time  to  time '  incident  1  have  heard  connected  with  the 
made  public  in  the  Gazettes  of  this  coun-  '  fortunes  of  the  37th  rvgiment  of  Madras 
try,  and  which  communicated  the  most  Native  Infantry,  which,  as  well  as  many 
intt-restini;  informatiou  with  rcApoct  tu  ilie  '  ci;lier<  that  are  relateil  of  that  gallant 
details  of  each  of  tho  operations.  1'lit-  r»'^inicnt  durinj:  the  course  of  those  oper 
result,  however,  of  the  operations  to  which  !  ations,  pro%fJ,  thai  for  skill,  courage,  and 
I  have  alluded  was,  that  with  a  force:  '  unHiuching  discipline,  the  Sepoys  of  that 
amounting  to  somewhere  about  'iOOn  nun.  Iirj\c  corps  were  worthy  lo  t^ke  the  place 
and  I  believe  not,  including  scimeii,  ex-  .  iliey  afterwards  (jccupiod  throughout  the 
cecding  3UO0,  the  line  of  luri^ihts  Has  (ipfiaiiuns  of  the  cinipaign,  and  tight  tide 
occupied  flanking  the  river  fur  a  consider- 1  by  side  with  the  Koyal  Irish,  the  49th  and 
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the  57th  regiments,  which  were  engaged  of  Canton,  retired  down  the  river,  and  it 
from  6r$t  to  last  in  almost  all  the  brilliant  was  not  till  August  that  reinforcements 
actions  of  the  war.  The  first  effect  of  the  having  been  sent  from  the  Governor-gene- 
capture  of  these  forts  was  the  surrender  to  ral  of  India,  an  expedition  was  enabled  to 
the  small  body  of  men  I  have  named  of  a  proceed  to  the  north  under  the  command 
number  of  Chinese  troops,  calculated  at  of  Sir  William  Parker,  who  had  then  re- 
the  very  least  at  35,000,  and  by  some  as  cently  arrived,  and  Sir  Hugh  Gough.  Oa 
high  as  45,000,  who  were  permitted  to  the  21st  of  August  it  left  Canton,  and 
march  out  of  the  city  they  had  been  sent  proceeded  to  the  port  of  Amoy.  The 
to  defend,  and  which  they  surrendered,  a  force  which  set  out  on  this  service  con- 
large  and  not  disproportionate  ransom  sisted  of  eleven  ships  of  various  sizes,  car- 
being  fixed  for  the  city  of  Canton.  Sub-  rying  in  all  330  guns,  four  steamers,  and 
sequently,  trifling  skirmishes  took  place,  a  small  land  force  of  2,233  men,  it  being 
and  in  the  course  of  one  of  them^  two  days  necessary  to  leave  at  Hong  Kong,  for  the 
after  the  surrender  of  this  city,  a  company  occupation  of  the  island,  a  garrison  of 
of  the  37th  Madras  Native  Infantry  was  1,380  men,  which,  with  the  remainder  of 
accidentally  separated,  after  a  tremendous  the  troops  on  the  expedition,  constituted 
thunder  storm,  from  a  body  of  the  26th  the  whole  disposable  force  in  China.  With 
Regiment  of  the  Queen's  forces,  with  which  this  force,  naval  and  military,  theexpedi- 
it  had  been  co-operating.  It  was  towards  lion  entered  the  harbour  of  Amoy,  a  spa- 
dusk  that  this  little  company  was  missed,  cious  and  ample  haven,  protected  on  one 
under  circumstances  which  caused  great  hand  by  works  above  the  town  of  Amoy 
anxiety.  The  whole  day  had  been  a  sue-  itself,  and  on  the  other  hand  by  the  island 
cession  of  violent  thunder  storms  and  ex-  of  Koo-lang-soo,  which  forms  the  mouth 
tremely  heavy  rain;  and  a  detachment  of  of  the  harbour,  and  was  also  strongly  for- 
the  marines  was  sent  out  for  the  purpose  ti6ed.  I  am  afraid  I  weary  the  House  by 
of  ascertaining  the  fate  of  this  gallant  reading  the  detailed  account  of  these 
little  company.  And  in  what  position  does  operations,  but  the  description  of  these 
the  House  think  they  were  found  ?  The  works  is  as  follows:-' 
singly  company  was  found  in  the  presence  of  «  ^h^  ^„^^y,^  ^^^^^^^3  ^^^^  evidently  of 
some  thousands  of  Chmese,  armed  uncouth-  preat  strength,  and  the  country  by  nature  dif- 
ly,  no  donbt,  but  still  armed  with  match-  ficult  of  access.  Every  island,  every  project- 
locks  and|long  spears.  In  consequence  of  ing  headland,  from  whence  guns  could  bear 
continued  wet,  they  were  incapacitated  upon  the  harbour,  were  occupied  and  strongly 
from  usine  a  single  musket  of  those  they  armed,  commencing  from  the  point  of  entrance 
possessed,  but  the  men  of  this  gallant  mto  the  inner  harbour  on  the  Amoy  side;  the 
'^  e  1/  A  '  ^^  \\A  pnncipal  sea  hne  of  defence,  after  a  succession 
company  were  found  formed  into  a  solid  ^^  batteries  and  bastions  in  front  of  the  outer 
square  with  fixed  bayonets,  keeping  the  town,  extended  for  upwards  of  a  mile  in  one 
whole  of  their  assailants  at  bay,  and  there  continuous  battery  of  stone,  with  embrasures 
they  maintained  their  position  until  after  roofed  by  large  slabs,  tliickly  covered  with 
dusk,  at  which  time  they  were  relieved  by  clods  of  earth,  so  as  to  form  a  sort  of  casement, 
a  body  of  marines,  who  were  fortunately  »"^  ^^^"^^  perfect  shelter  to  the  men  in  work- 
armed  with  percussion  muskets.  This,  *"^  '*»^^'  8?uns.  Between  some  of  the  embra- 
o-  •  •  •.  iru  .  -a-  '  I  ^  L  .  sures  were  embankments  to  protect  the  ma- 
Sir.  IS  in  Itself  but  a  triflmg  incident^,  but  3^^,^ .  ^^^  ninety-six  guns  were  mounted  in 

I   mention    it    for  the  purpose  of    doing  this  work,  which  terminated  in  a  castellated 

honour  to  the  Indian    army,  and  also  of  wall,  connecting  it  with  a  range  of  precipitous 

showing  that  in   a  climate  and  country,  rocky  heights,  that  run  nearly  parallel  to  the 

and  opposed  to  a  people  of  which  pre-  beach,  at  a  distance  varying  from  a  quarter  to 

viously  they  had  been  altogether  ignorant,  ^^^^  *  ^'^^^:    Several  smaller  works  were  ap- 

they--separated  from  all  assistance-dis-  parent  at  intervals  am,d  the  rocks.    The  en- 

X  ^   t     ^     I                              A  A-    '  \  trance  into  the  inner  harbour  is  by  a  channel 

played  a  coolness,  courage,  and  discipline  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^,^3^^  between  Amoy  and 

worthy  of  the  best  regiments  of  the  British  the  island  of  Koo-lang-soo,  upon  which  seve- 

army  ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  there  is  ral  strong  batteries  were  visible,  and  some  of 

no  officer  or  man  of  that  army  who  will  these  flanked  the  sea  line  and  stone  battery, 

consider  it  invidious,  if  on  that  account  I  It  appeared  expedient,  therefore,  to  make  a 

have  diverged  somewhat  from  the  ordinary  simultaneous  attack  on  these  two  prominent 

course,  and  selected  this  remarkable  inci-  l»nes  of  defence." 

dent  as  one  worthy  of  particular  mention.  Sir,  do  time  was  lost  in  making  prepa« 

The  troops  haying  abandoned  possession  rations  for  the  attack  of  these  formidable 
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defencei,  which  was  commeDced  wiihout 
deiajy  a  pre? ions  cloie  examination  ha? ing 
been  made  under  i  he  eyes  of  Sir  H.  Gough 
and  Sir  W.  Parker  themselves.  And  here 
I  rosy  be  permitted  to  say,  by  way  of  pa- 
renthesis, that  there  are  no  features  in  the 
character  of  these  gallant  officers  more 
worthy  of  commendation  than  this— tliat 
they  seem  on  every  occasion  to  have  de- 
termined to  judge  for  themselves,  to  see 
with  their  own  eyes,  to  trust  lo  no  reports, 
whencTer  there  existed  the  means  of  satis- 
fying themselves,  well  questioning  before 
they  undertook  any  enterprise,  the  probable 
means  of  resistenre,  and  the  most  effectual 
mode  of  OTcrcoming  them.    Thus,   in  a 
harbour   but   very  partially   known,  and 
consequently  where  thedifficulty  of  placing 
ships  in  a  proper  position  was  compara- 
tively great,  the  ships  were  all   placed  in 
their  positions  with   such   precision   that 
not  one  of  them  was  out  of  that   line  in 
which  it  had  been  arranged  beforehand, 
that  their  iire  should  be  directed  to  Amoy 
on  the  one  hand,  or  Koo-lang-.«oo  on  the 
other.     In  placing  their   vessels,  I  ought 
not  to  forget  to  mention  that  it  appears 
from  the  official   report  that  the  Blonde, 
Druid,  and  Modcste  reached  their  position 
aprainst  the  island  of  Koo-lang-soo  a  few 
minutes  earlier  than  the  rest;    but   the 
others  found  so  much  difficulty  from  the 
shallowness  of  the  water  in  taking  their 
places,  that   they  very  spiritedly   carried 
them  into  almost  their  own  draft  of  water. 
The  ships  having  been  placed,   the  (ire 
commenced  at  once  on  the  fortifications 
of  Amoy,  and  the  defences  of  Koo-lang- 
soo  ;  and   under  cover  of  that   iir^*,   the 
small  body  of  marines,  headed  by  Sir  H. 
Gough  in  person,  carried  the  fortifications 
of  Amoy,   while  at   the  same   time,  and 
almost  at  the  same  hour,  the   woiks  of 
Koo-laog-soo  wcse  stormed  and  taken  by 
a  body  of  marines,  lande<l  under  the  fire 
of  the  ships  attacking  the  batteries.     It 
was  necessary   to  leave  a  garrison   here, 
and  .060  men  of  the  small  land  furce  of  the 
rxpetlition  were   necessarily    left    bthind. 
From   Amoy  the  troops   prucedcd  to   ro- 
occupy  the  island  of  Chusan,  which  had 
been   previously  occupied    by  the   troops 
during  the  |ire»€iit  year,  but  which,  on  iIr' 
bre«iking  off  of   the  nenotiiitions  with  Ke- 
sliirn,  ill  lN.|l,  |ia<)  been  alMiidoiied  by  the 
Commissioner.  On  nftpro.iciiiug  this  isKnui 
no  lime  Wiis  lost  in  in.ikiiii;  pitparations  lo 
ovfrcome  the  (»bstacles  wliicli  Chincfit.'  art 
■od  iogcouity,  I'ollowiug  the  letsoos  taught 


by  our  owo  eogioMrs.  had  created,  M  tim 
constractiOQ  of  fortifications,  by  which  the 
island  was  placed  in  a  complete  state  of 
defence.     Our  officers,  it  was  aaid,  niwe 
completely  strack  with  the  great  skill  end 
proficiency  in  fortification  acquired  by  the 
Chinese  engioeers  and  artificers  since  the 
period  at  which  we  abandoned  the  isleed. 
The   batteries,    which  presented  a 
formidable  line  of  defence  towarda  the 
board,  were  taken  by  a  gallant  operatioB, 
in  which  the  assailants  were  the  military 
force  and  a  body  of  marines,  by  which  the 
heights  adjoining  the  shore  were  carried 
in  the  face  of  a  very  superior  body  of  nwo, 
many  of  whom  stood  very  galiantiy   lo 
their  arms;  and  the  batteiiee  towaida  the 
sea-board  being  thus  turned,  ao  attack  was 
made  on  the  city  in  the  rear,  where  pio« 
parations  had  not  been  made  to  the  eaoM 
extent  as  in  other  quarters,  and  the  city 
fell    an   easy  prey  to  the  gallantry   and 
ability  of  British  troops.     From  Chiuaa, 
the  next  operations  of  the  combined  forces 
were  directed   against  the  very  aironglj 
fortified  heights  of  Cbin-hae,  proteeting 
the  large  commercial   town  of    NingpOp 
which  contains   a   population    of    abovo 
300,000  inliabitaou.     The  whole  fbroM, 
naval  and  military,  were  engaged  in  thia 
expedition;  and  for  a  deacriptioo  of  tho 
difficulties  they  had  to  encounter  in  this 
enterprise  i  beg  to  refer  hon.  Gentlemen  to 
the  official    accounts,   without  troobiing 
the  House  with  a  detailed  relation  of  the 
series  of  operations.     Defences  manned  bj 
a  garrison  of  from  8,000  to  10,000  nseo, 
surrendered   to    a    body    not    exceeding 
*2,000,  including  in  that  number  a  body  of 
seamen,   who,  with   their  uaoal  spirit  of 
daring  and  anxiety  to  be  present,  operated 
on  one  side,  while  tlie  operations  were  car- 
ried on  upon  the  other  side  by  the  military 
under  Sir  Hugh  Gough.    Ttie  fmit  of  thia 
achievement   was  the  almost  unreaiating 
surrender  of  the  great  and  precious  city  of 
Ningpo  to  the  British  forces.      Immeoie 
quantities  of  military  stores  were  found  at 
Chinhae,   of   which    the    General  thus 
speaks  : — 

^  \\  e  found  Chiii-hae  to  l>e,  I  nay  almost 
»ay,  one  irrcit  arsenal,  witli  a  c^onoo  iomuAry 
and  gun-earnai^e  manufacinry  in  active  oper^ 
lion  on  unproved  work».  together  with  warlike 
stores  of  v.iiiout<  ticscnptions.  In  a  battery 
ii[)nn  ttic  river  one  of  the  carroi tides  of  the 
Kile  w:is  found  with  an  oicelleat  iniitaiion 
alongside  ir,  and  many  of  tlie  new  Chinese 
brass  guns  are  «ery  elticient." 

Sir  Hugh  Gough  then  proceede  to  do* 
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scribe  their  passage  to  the  city  of  Ningpo 
with  the  small  force  which  circumstances 
alone  permitted  him  to  take  with  him  :-« 

"  It  having  been  determined  to  push  on  with 
the  least  possible  delay  to  Ningpo,  Sir  W. 
Parker  proceeded  on  the  12th^  in  the  Nemesis 
steamer,  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  the 
river,  and  actually  reached,  without  the  slight- 
est attempt  at  opposition,  the  bridge  of  boats 
which  connects  this  city  with  the  opposite 
suburb.  Upon  his  returning  in  the  evening, 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  attack  on  the 
following  morning,  lest  the  enemy  by  his  appa- 
rent submission,  should  intend  to  entrap  us. 
Having  \eh  the  55th,  with  the  exception  of  the 
light  company,  100  of  the  Hoyal  Marines,  with 
detachments  of  artillery  and  sappers,  in  Chin- 
hae,  the  rest  of  the  force,  about  750  bayonets, 
exclusive  of  the  artillery  and  sappers,  in  steam- 
ers, by  eight,  a.m.,  on  the  13th,  and  we  reached 
Ningpo  at  three  o'clock.  No  enemy  appeared, 
and  it  was  evident  no  ambuscade  was  in- 
tended, as  the  inhabitants  densely  thronged  the 
bridge  of  boats,  and  collected  in  clusters  along 
both  banks.  The  troops  landed  on  and  near 
the  bridge,  and  advanced  to  the  city  gate 
which  we  found  barricaded,  but  the  walls  were 
soon  escaladed^  and  the  Chinese  assisted  in 
lemoving  the  obstructions  and  opening  the 
gate.  This  little  force  of  soldiers,  seamen  and 
marines  drew  up  on  the  ramparts,  the  band  of 
the  18th  playing  '  God  save  the  Queen.'  The 
second  city  of  the  province  of  Che-keang,  the 
walls  of  which  were  five  miles  in  circumference, 
with  a  population  of  300,000  souls,  has  thus 
fallen  into  our  hands.  The  people  all  appear 
desirous  to  throw  themselves  under  British 
protection,  saying  publicly  that  their  manda- 
rins bad  deserted  them,  and  their  own  soldiers 
are  unable  to  protect  them.  I  have  assembled 
some  of  the  most  respectable  and  influential  of 
the  mercantile  'class  that  have  remained,  and 
have  assured  them  of  my  anxiety  to  afford 
them  all  protection  consistent  with  our  in- 
structions to  press  the  Chinese  government. 
Proclamations  have  been  issued,  calling  upon 
the  people  to  open  their  shops,  which  I  have 
engaged  shall  not  be  molested.  This  they 
have  done  to  some  extent,  and  conGdence  ap- 
pears to  be  increasing.  It  affords  me  very 
great  satisfaction  to  be  enabled  to  report  to 
your  Xiordship  that  the  orderly  conduct  of  the 
troops  calls  for  my  warmest  commendations, 
evincing  the  constant  attention  of  the  oflkers, 
and  the  true  British  feeling  which  exists  in  this 
little  force." 

This  small  force.  Sir,  remained  at  Chin- 
hae  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ningpo, 
the  season  being  now  far  advanced,  and 
it  being  impossible  without  very  great  re- 
inforcements to  undertake  important  ope- 
rations. The  troops  continued  in  quarters, 
furnished  with  provisions  by  the  country 
people,  who  made  no  di€Bculty  whatever 
in  supplying  them^  until  the  lOtb  of  March 


when  they  were  disturbed  by  a  night  at- 
tack, made  shortly  before  daybreak  by  a 
very  large  body  of  Tartar  troops,  which 
was  at  once  repulsed,  with  a  success  that 
reflects  great  credit  on  the  promptitude 
and  courage  with  which  an  attack  so 
totally  unexpected,  and  of  a  kind  thet 
oflen  proves  embarrassing  and  trying  to 
the  best  troops,  was  met  and  defeated. 
With  the  details  of  this,  however,  although 
well  worthy  of  attention,  I  will  not  trouble 
the  House.  Shortlv  after  this  it  became 
necessary  to  proceed  a  considerable  dis- 
tance into  the  country,  and  1,500  seamen 
and  marines,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
W.  Parker,  went  on  this  service.  These 
forces.  Sir,  attacked  a  large  and  formidable 
body  of  Tartar  troops,  whom  the  Chinese 
had  always  hitherto  considered  invincible, 
routed  them  without  difficulty,  and  re* 
turned  in  triumph  to  Chin-hae,  without 
having  committed  a  single  outrage  or  act 
of  violence  for  the  purpose  of  desolatioUf 
and  without  having  been  guilty  of  an  act 
of  wrong  to  a  single  individual.  Sir,  the 
House  is,  perhaps,  weary  by  this  time  of 
listening  to  details  of  uninterrupted  suc- 
cess, gained  over  enemies  who  certainly, 
from  first  to  last,  with  few  exceptions,  of 
fered  no  very  serious  obstacles  to  our  arms. 
But,  Sir,  they  will  forgive  me  if  I  calltheir  at- 
tention to  one  point,  which  will,  Itrust  ever 
continue  to  characterise  British  troops^both 
in  the  naval  and  military  service  of  the 
country,  and  which  is  beyond  doubt  enti- 
tled to  the  highest  approbation  and  favour 
of  this  House,  and  that  is  the  good  order 
and  discipline  which  throughout  the  war 
was  conspicuous  on  every  occasion.  The 
House  will,  I  hope,  not  think  I  am  taking 
up  their  time  unnecessarily  if  I  refer 
to  one  or  two  instances  of  this  quality, 
which,  it  appears  to  me,  must  have  had 
considerable  effect  on  the  ultimate  success 
of  the  war.  At  Amoy  Sir  Hugh  Gougb 
describes  the  conduct  of  the  troops  as 
having  been  most  excellent,  and  marked 
throughout  with  the  utmost  forbearance  to 
both  persons  and  property.  The  same 
highly  creditable  demeanour  was  observed 
by  them  at  our  re*occupation  of  Chusan, 
and  on  the  capture  of  Ningpo  it  Is  stated 
to  have  been,  if  possible,  more  signal. 
Not  only  Sir  Hugh  Googb,  but  other  an- 
thorities,  bear  the  strongest  testinony  to 
this  gratifying  fact.  With  reference  to 
what  took  place  at  Ningpo,  it  is  said  in 
one  passage  of  the  despatches,, — 

^  Her  Majesty's  sloopt  and  the  steam  vet* 
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it — oM  akme  in  ■  Military  poiat  of  *■■«, 
\>H  tot  the  icicDce  ■od  skill  vith  «liich  it 
wu  conducted— vu  tkat  of  cuijiag  « 
lar>e  Brinfk  fleet  and  ■  considerable  Cm* 
17'j  Biles  up  the  inliod  viien  of  iha 
^rui  and  hiiheno  naknown  rirer,  id  lh« 
Knireorii:ciD[HreDe*crbiUieni>trBTcraed 
bj  Europrau,  and  wtikh  bad  kept  itMlT 
u  free  u  possible,  aod  more  rree,Ui>B,  ia 
this  Hate  of  the  world,  we  coold  elwat 
ba*e  belicTcd  possible,  from  «11  iptercoMiB 
with  f<>rcigners.  The  mouib  of  the  Yaaf- 
iM-Keaog  is  besei  «itb  naneroui  iboek, 
ulterk  uokaowii  to  the  oScera  of  ike 
iqaadron,  and  eOTeloped  with  fogt,  erbicfa 
rendered  the  survejiog  operations  mallcfi 
or  peculiai  diScuiiT — suDken  rockiblock- 
ing  tip  tbe  immctliate  channel,  on  one  of 
which  a  steamer,  in  the  coarse  of  the  ope- 
rations, struck.  This,  I  believe,  vu  the 
only  disaster  with  which  the  openuoM 
were  attended  ;  but,  by  enei^  and  pcr- 
sertrance,  without  any  assistance  eicept 
that  to  be  found  in  Briiisli  science  and 
hole  of  the  fleet,  which 
ultimately  amounted  to  no  Icaa  than 
seventy-ihree  siil,  was  safely  earned 
through  tbe  ihoaU,  and  ofer  tbe  bar  of 
Ibis  mighiT  river :  170  miles  did  ihej  aaiJ 
course,  tbe  first  thirty  uneipectedlj 
depth  of  water  about  three 
an  was  required  by  the  line- 
been  sent  fiorii  tliis  country  and  India  :  of-battle  &hips.  Sir,  1  shall  not  dwell  on 
having  arri*cil,  or  being  on  the  point  of  i  tbe  operations  connected  with  the  capture 
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•Cl«  ar«  aiKboted  under  tbe  walls  frf  iLe  uiv, 
abd  bii  Etulltccj  tiie  'Jtoer^  is  icirelr  ei- 
«fUoj[  hiibMilf  in  itcnncg  iu  t.t  G^Ttrrmti.! 
ft'tfitrtj  <n  »h(iie,  arid  endfaTccr.i.;  lo  «:a.- 
JitIi  wd*r,  iu3  prtTSBt  •_'.«  p!in»  tf  tr 
p^fnilMU  uM]'>p(.iciilp)acc,  «:.trt-I  am  Kap|-  < 
t»  sar,  Ktdk  fA  Ibe  laf^-.Mt  int.abiui.u  .. 
ka*t  rnsaic^,  trin^t  rnuci-  It&i  a^pretif-nii^ - 
at  ibc  pintaa  of  th«  Lagliih  ihu  wu  e\L.,. 
bitad  eithtT  at  Airtoy  or  CbuMn.'' 

Sir,  not  from  British  officers  alone  have 
we  AroDgly  expressed  testimonies  to  tbe 
good  conduct,  as  well  as  to  tbe  valour  of 
the  British  troops.  Kepeatrdly  Iciurs  were 
intercepted,  written  by  Chinese  military 
auihomiM,  in  all  of  which  the;  stale,  in 
various  and  strong  terms: — 

"  We  bait  in  vain  endeaToured,"  said  one, 
"toimpreisoDthepCipalation  that  those  baib^- 
liaiis  are  tbe  ibieiEi  and  robhen  tbej  htr; 
been  deicnbed-  Tliey  feed  ibe  poor— ib^> 
protect  the  helple&t — tliejr  release  tbtir  pi.. 
sooen — Ihtj  heal  the  wounded;  in  trf\ 
case  llicy  put  Iheuieltes  forward  as  the  pi:- 
Icciois,  not  the  coemiei,  of  the  people ;  at  d 
w«,  the  miliiaiy  auihnriiiet,  tell  jou,  the  G-^  .  British  skill,  thi 
vrmment,  thai  against  such  conduct  ai  ihi~, 
and  agaii.il  Iroopi  so  cunducting  iheniselTc~, 
we  fiod  the  people  tukewaim  in  our  cause; 
and  we  cannot  make  head  against  an  enemy 
who  fights  with  such  weaponi." 

Il  was  in  the  month  of  May  next  that  a  ,  atfordi 
portion   of  tlie   reinforce meui  which  bad  ;  feet 


arrival,  the  first  operation  was  undertaken 
in  tbe  capture  of  the  town  of  Chapoo.  I 
will  not  etiUr  into  the  details  of  the  oc- 
currences, except  to  sialc  that  for  the  first 
time  on  this  occasion  British  troops  found 
in  the  city  of  Chapoo,  living  in  a  separate 
portion  occupied  by  them  alone,  a  party  of 
Tartar  troops,  who  exercised  a  species  of 
domination  over  the  subject  Chinese,  hold- 
ing themselves  at  once  as  the  i;uardiani 
and  masters  of  a  submissive  population. 
Il  was  by  ibis  body  of  men,  ilic  Tartar 
troops,  in  these  quartna,  that  the  greatest 
resiotence  was  made,  and  llic  bloodshed 
which  ensued  is  <o  bi;  ascribed  to  ilicir 
unfortunate  ignorance  of  the  British 
character.  They  were  filled  with  the 
belief  that  no  ijuaiter  would  be  given  by 
Biilish  soldiers.  It  was  here  th.il  btTr 
Majesty's  fervicc  sustained  a  great  loss  in 
the  death  uf  the  gullant  Colonel  Thomas, 
wbo  fell  at  the  lieud  of  his  rrsiment. 
But  the  principal  operation  of  ihe  cam- 
paign, and  that  which  rellected  greatest 
credit  OS  the  officer*  and  men  engaged  in 


of  Wosung,  wbeie  fresh  troop*  of  tbe 
enemy  were  di-feated  by  our  lorcei.  Tbe 
credit  of  this  operation  it  due  eiclewvely 
li>  the  natal  part  of  the  expedition.  Nei- 
ther shall  I  go  at  length  into  the  previoea 
reduction  of  Shang-hae  ;  but  I  will  beg 
10  call  the  attention  of  the  Honse  to  ibe 
position  in  which  this  coontry  atood  on 
the  S'2d  of  July,  after  the  citv  of  Chin- 
keang-foo  bad  finally  fallen  'before  the 
arms  of  the  naval  and  military  forcea  of 
her  Majesty.  That  city  was  the  great 
stronghold  of  the  Chinese  troops.  There 
were,  unduuUiedly,  garrisoned  tbe  best  of 
tlic  Taiiar  tioopi,  covered  by  defeacei 
which  they  themselves  considered  impreg- 
nable. These  Tartars  were  regarded  by 
the  ChiniK  as  invincible  ;  tbe  natural  ile- 
I'ences  of  the  place  were  very  great,  the 
srtidcial  difficulties  interposeM  were  greater 
still.  Such  was  the  burning  heat  of  the 
rlimiie,  that  even  in  ilie  thick  of  the  en 
eonnier,  after  a  portion  of  the  city  had 
yielded  to  a  gallant  attack  of  our  troopa, 
after  tlic  gatca  were  in  our  poiaeMioB,  ud 
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when  the  citadel  was  still  maintained  and 
defended  by  the  Tartars,  the  heat  being 
so  intense  that  no  less  than  sixteen  men, 
and  among  them,  1  believe,  a  most  gallant 
officer,  Major  Uniacke,  of  the  Marines, 
fell  victims  to  the  overwhelming  power  of 
the  sun.  Under  these  circumstances  J 
say,  that  contending  armies  suspended 
their  strife  for  a  while,  and  threw  aside 
the  arms  they  wielded  against  each  other, 
from  noon-day  till  seven  at  night  before 
their  returning  strength  enabled  them  to 
renew  the  contest.  Such  was  the  blow  by 
which  the  great  city  of  Chin-keang-foo,  to 
the  astonishment  of  the  Chinese  troops 
and  people,  fell  into  our  power  after  one 
day*8  assault  by  the  combined  strength  of 
the  naval  and  military  forces ;  for  on  this 
occasion,  as  on  almost  every  other  during 
the  war,  the  navy  had  its  full  share  of 
honour  in  the  successes  we  gained.  And 
here  I  may  say  that  whatever  might  be  the 
case  on  other  occasions,  our  troops  were 
met  in  this  action  with  no  slight  or  weak 
resistance.  The  Tartar  troops  fought  with 
the  fury  and  courage  of  desperation.  The 
combat  on  the  ramparts  was  maintained 
hand  to  hand,  and  there  was  more  than 
one  instance  of  a  Tartar  soldier  grappling 
with  the  enemy  opposed  to  him,  and  pre- 
cipitating himself  and  his  antagonist  over 
the  walls  of  the  city,  in  order  that  his  foe 
and  himself  might  undergo  a  common 
death.  Sir,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  little 
of  marauding  or  disorderly  conduct  could 
be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  British  soldier 
on  this  occasion ;  but  there  were  circum- 
stances which  stamped  the  capture  of 
Chin-keang-foo  with  peculiar  horror.  Ig- 
norance of  our  mode  of  warfare,  and  of 
the  humanity  which  accompanies — and,  I 
hope,  always  will  accompany — the  display 
of  British  valour  and  energy  ;  a  large  body 
of  the  Tartars — whether  from  desperation 
or  from  a  mistaken  feeling  of  loyalty  and 
allegiance  to  their  Sovereign  I  can  hardly 
take  upon  myself  to  say — after  the  city 
was  taken,  consigned  themselves,  their 
wives,  their  children,  and  their  households, 
to  indiscriminate  slaughter.  I  shall  not 
pain  the  House  by  detailing  the  circum- 
stances  of  the  scene  which  met  the  eyes 
and  shocked  the  feelings  of  our  officers  in 
the  course  of  their  excursions  through  the 
streets  of  this  capital.  Sir,  I  turn  much 
more  gladly  to  contemplate  the  triumphant 
position  in  which  England  and  the  British 
forces  then  stood.  A  force  consisting  of 
4|500  effective  men,  under  SirH.  Cough) 


a  fleet  of  seventy-three  sail,  including  one 
line-of-battle  ship,  sixteen  vessels  of  war 
of  different  descriptions,  and  ten  war 
steamers,  had  forced  their  unassisted  way, 
conquering  as  they  went,  up  this  mighty 
and  unknown  stream,  and  penetrated  the 
Yang-tse-Keang,  for  a  distance  of  170 
miles,  to  the  centre  of  the  Chinese  empire. 
They  had  achieved  the  conquest  of  towns 
and  fortresses  mounting  in  all  above  2,000 
guns,  which  they  had  captured  or  des- 
troyed. They  had  subdued  cities  contain- 
ing a  population  varying  from  one  million 
down  to  60,000  or  70.000.  They  had 
continually  routed  armies  four  or  five,  and 
sometimes  ten  times  their  own  number; 
and  they  had  done  all  this  at  a  great  dis- 
tance from  their  own  resources,  and  in  the 
heart  of  an  enemy's  dominions,  half  across 
the  globe  from  their  own  native  country. 
They  now  occupied  the  proud  position 
of  having  surmounted  all  the  innume- 
rable toils  and  difficulties  of  their  warfare, 
and  holding  with  one  hand,  in  their  for- 
midable grasp,  the  main  artery  of  Chinese 
commerce — the  intersection  of  China's 
mightiest  river,  with  that  great  canal 
which  traverses  the  country,  and  supplies 
the  upper  provinces  with  the  products  of 
the  south.  Thus  they  had  China  and  its 
commerce  at  their  feet;  they  had  made 
their  dispositions,  which  circumstances 
fortunately  rendered  unnecessary,  for  the 
capture  of  Nankin,  which  they  were  ready 
to  storm  when  Sir  H.  Gough  should  give 
the  word.  They  would  have  captured  the 
second  city  of  the  empire  with  a  popula- 
tion of  1,500,000  inhabitants.  In  the 
course  of  all  these  proceedings  they  had 
maintained,  not  only  constant  and  unin- 
terrupted gallantry,  but  a  soldier-like 
temperance  and  discipline  which  reflected 
on  them  a  glory  of  the  purest  character-* 
on  them,  and  on  their  leaders.  Sir  H. 
Gough  and  Sir  W.  Parker ;  and  now  at 
length  they  enabled  her  Majesty's  pleni- 
potentiary, at  the  head  of  a  powerful  fleet 
and  of  a  not  inconsiderable  and  highly 
disciplined  army,  to  dictate  peace  on  the 
terms  prescribed  by  his  sovereign,  and 
they  have  obtained  this  peace  on  terms  of 
entire  equality,  at  the  bands  of  the  em* 
peror  of  China.  There  may  have  been 
operations.  Sir,  in  which  more  blood  was 
shed,  or  in  which  a  more  obstinate  resist-* 
ance  was  made,  but  I  will  venture  to  say 
that,  for  a  combination  of  all  the  qualities 
which  the  circumstances  of  varioos  ser- 
vices required  from  all  the  officers  and 
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of  the  fotet,  then  never  *as  an  am*  bccaue  I  tkiak  it  wiie  on  tikis  occmmb  to 
wkkh  better  doervcd,  as  I  im  eoD^'deDt  adhere  to  pceccdeDi  and  rale ;  mad  I 
tber  vill  receive,  the  esprcuicn  o/  :he  think  it  «o«:d  do  ^reat  evil  if,  is  vHwb- 
tlMAks  aad  gratitode  of  tk.§  House  and  cf  i:^  :he  tkaaks  of  Parliament  to  thoac  •■- 
ParluiDcat.  The  vote  of  th-inks  I  now  ^d^td  ic  Biliiary  operations,  k  were  lift 
proposo  u  in  ooe  respect,  perhaps,  couched  to  Parliament  to  discuss  the  meiila  of  this 
in  rather  an  nnosu^  fortn.  It  has  been  or  that  officer,  or  of  this  or  that  maa,  or 
usual  separalelj  to  thaok  the  officers  and  whether  this  or  that  individual  had  a  baOtr 
men  of  the  naval  and  military  lervice.  It  claim  than  another  to  be  iodndcd  in  ikc 
is  not  from  arij  neflect,  or  omissioD  to  vcte  cf  thanks,  while  it  is  very  poaible 
consalt  former  precedents,  that  her  Ma-  that  the  merits  of  the  one  might  be  qailc 
jest j'ft  Government  have  adopted  the  form  equal  to  those  of  the  other.  Ware  it  BOt 
in  which  thev  now  offer  a  vtjte  for  the  for  this  coQside ration,  I  should  feci  it  to 
thanks  of  this  House  to  their  considera-  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  omit  the  bums 
tioB.  it  is  because,  from  the  commence-  of  those  captains  in  her  Majesty's  mmwj 
meat  to  the  end  of  this  war,  on  every  oc-  who  commanded  the  vessels  CBgagtd  in 
casion,  navy  and  army  concurred  in  the  this  expedition,  and  who  pcrforaacd  thair 
most  thorough  co-operation ;  because  there  ,  services  wiih  the  most  admirable  wal  aad 
was  hardly  an  actiun  in  which  their  com-  ability.  It  is  in  coosequeooe  of  oar  wish 
bincd  efforts  were  not  called  for,  nor  one  to  adhere  to  the  regular  rule  in  these 
occasion  on  which  the  thanks  of  Parlia-  that  we  have  inserted  no  other  nanca 
moot  could  be  voted  to  the  one  service, ,  those  which  appear  in  the  proposed 
where  they  would  not  be  justly  due  to  the  lution.  But  had  it  not  been  for  the  pie- 
other.  And  in  speaking  of  the  army  and  ;  cedent,  it  would  have  given  the  Govern- 
the  navy,  I  desire  to  include  in  the  ex-  i  ment  the  greatest  pleasure  to  insert  the 
pression  of  the  public  gratitude,  and  the  •  name  of  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Cochnae, 
proposal  of  the  thanks  of  Parliament,  not ,  inasmuch  as,  although  he  never  was  ea- 
only  the  officers  and  men  of  the  East  India  ,  gaged  in  any  of  the  actual  operationa.  he 
Company's  military  force,   but   also  the    was,  by  the  direction  of  Sir  William  Perkar, 


officers  and  men  of  the  infant  navv  of  the 


sent   to  a  station   of  great   im 


East  India  Company — that  navy  which, ;  namely,  Hong  Kong,  where  he  peHbmad 
on  every  occasion  when  its  exertions  have  .  the  responsible  duties  entrusted  to  kiai 
been  called  into  action,  has  rendered  ;  with  the  greatest  skill.  It  is  with  ^leat 
signal  service  to  the  public  interests  of  the  ;  reluctance,  therefore,  that  1  have  ooMtted 
empire,  and  has  shown  all  readiness  to  CO-    the  name  of  that  distinguished     '" 


operate  with  the  navy  of  the  Crown.    Sir,    Sir,  1  will  not  pretend  to  anticipate  what 
1  have  perhaps,  detained  the  House  longer    may  be  the  consecjuences  of  the  peacefnl 


than  i  ought  to  have  done.     1  know  how    and  happy  termination   of  this  aidi 
wearisome   to  the   House  details  of  the  \  war.     I  say  arduous,  not  in  cooacqueaee 
kind  1  have  gone  through  necessarily  must  [  of  the  extraordinary  difficulties  which  oar 


forces  had  to  encounter  in  the  ahape  of 
military  opposition,  but  in  conseqoeace  of 
the  difficulty,  in  consequence  of  the  paca- 
liar  and  unknown  character  of  the  Chiaeae» 
of  estimating  the  nature  of  the  ohataclee 
that  would  be  thrown  in  their  way.  1  any 
I  do  not  pretend  to  anticipate  the  reeohs 
of  the  successful  terminal kmi  of  this 


be,  and  that,  as  an  unprofessional  man,  1 
may  have  omitted  the  names  of  many  in« 
dividuals  whom  1  ought  to  have  men- 
tioned ;  but  I  trust,  that  to  the  service 
the  circumstance  of  my  being  an  unpro- 
fessional man  will  be  a  sufficient  apology 
for  that  omission.  1  wish  to  state,  with 
reference  to  the  individual  names  included 
in  this  vote  of  thanks,  that  a  regular  pre-  1  trust,  however,  that  more  intimate  and 
cedent  has  been  established,  from  which  it  extended  rel.aions  with  the  Chinese  people 
would  in  my  judgment  bo  most  unwise  \  may  lead  to  results  most  advantageous  to 
and  inconvenient  to  depart.  That  prece-  ;  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  country, 
dent,  1  believe,  has  been  6xed  to  be,  that,  '■  although,  perhaps,  such  results  may  aat 
in  the  naval  service  no  roan  below  the  '  come  into  operation  immediately.  I  heeid 
rank  of  rear«adiniral,  and,  in  the  military  !  with  great  satisfisction  the  wise  and  tern- 
service,  below  that  of  major-general,  perate  language  in  which  my  hon.  Friend 
should  have  his  name  included  in  the  — as  1  trust  he  will  allow  me  to  call  him, 
vote  of  thanks.  [Sir  Charles  S\tpier :  !  and  who  1  do  not  sec  in  his  place  at  this 
Yoiy  »  commodore  has.]    1  meniiou  this,  I  moment,  1  mean  tho  hon.  Member  for 
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Manchester — adverted  to  this  part  of  the 
subject,  and  warned  the  manufacturers  of 
this  country  that  the  development  of  this 
new  market,  valuable  as  it  was  likely  to 
prove,  must  be  a  work  of  time,  and  that 
great  results  must  not  be  looked  for  imme- 
diately as  following  upon  recent  events; 
but  that  the  new  market  must  be  regarded 
as  a  slow,  but  sure  opening  for  British 
commerce,  rather  than  a  great  present 
g^in,  which  was  to  be  seized  upon  with 
avidity  by  the  manufacturing  body,  and 
thus  lead,  as  had  been  the  case  in  some 
other  instances,  to  disappointment  and 
loss.  Sir,  it  is  not  my  part,  nor  the  part 
of  this  House  at  the  present  time,  to  anti- 
cipate the  results  of  the  great  events  which 
have  just  transpired,  it  is  our  part  now 
to  congratulate  ourselves  and  the  country 
at  large  upon  the  peaceful  and  satisfactory 
termination  of  this  extensive  and  arduous 
war — to  congratulate  ourselves,  also,  upon 
the  possible  opening  for  British  commerce, 
in  a  more  extended  communication  with  a 
vast  empire  which  has  hitherto  stood  ex- 
cluded from  the  civilised  world,  but  which 
we  hope  may  hereafter  become  incor- 
porated with  that  civilized  world.  Our 
simple  task  is,  to  pay  our  tribute  of  grati- 
tude—a tribute  which,  J  hope,  will  pass 
this  House  without  a  single  dissentient 
voice — to  those  gallant  men  who  have  so 
well  sustained  the  honour  of  the  British 
arms,  and  to  whose  noble  and  intrepid 
exertions  our  signal  success  is  to  be  attri- 
buted. 

Viscount  Palmer ston  :  Concerned  as  I 
have  been,  said  the  noble  Lord,  with  those 
transactions  which  form  the  subject  of  the 
motion  of  the  noble  Lord,  the  House  will 
not  be  surprised  that  I  should  be  anxious 
to  second  the  motion  which  the  noble 
Lord  has  just  submitted  to  the  House, 
and  to  express  my  most  cordial  and  hearty 
concurrence  in  the  vote  which  he  has 
proposed.  In  doing  so,  Sir,  I  shall  follow 
the  example  so  properly  set  by  the  noble 
Lord,  by  abstaining  from  anything  that 
could  by  possibility  disturb  the  unanimity 
which  I  trust  will  prevail  in  the  House,  on 
the  present  moment,  by  infusing  into  the 
discussion  the  slightest  alloy  of  party 
feeling.  Of  course.  Sir,  the  House  must 
feel  that  we  upon  this  side  of  the  House, 
who  are  peculiarly  responsible  for  the 
operations,  the  triumphant  termination 
of  which  this  House  is  now  commemorat- 
ing, cnutt  feel  no  ordinary  gratification  at 
tiw  tuceess  which   has  been  achieved; 


but  I  feel  it  would  be  unworthy  on 
my  part  to  say  anything  that  could  ex- 
cite the  slightest  shade  of  difference  in  the 
mind  of  any  man  here  present,  or  diminish 
that  full  and  entire  feeling  of  satisfaeiion 
with  which  I  trust  every  one  will  concur 
in  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord.  The 
noble  Lord  has  gone  so  ably  and  so  fully 
into  the  details  of  those  operations,  for 
which  it  is  now  proposed  that  we  tender 
our  thanks  to  those  engaged  in  carrying 
them  out,  that  I  can  add  nothing  to  that 
which  has  been  already  said.  But  when 
the  noble  Lord  expressed  his  apprehen- 
sion that  the  details  he  was  entering  into 
would  be  wearisome  to  the  House,  I  must 
be  permitted  to  say,  that  he  did  not  do 
justice  either  to  the  clearness  and  ability 
with  which  he  made  his  statement,  or  to 
those  feelings  of  patriotism  with  which  the 
Members  of  this  House  must  ever  listen 
to  the  accounts  of  those  actions  by  which 
glory  has  been  shed  upon  the  arms  of  their 
country.  The  noble  Lord  very  justly  said, 
he  might  take  thebeginning  of  the  year  1841 
as  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  China. 
Up  to  that  period  we  were  in  process  of  n6« 
gotiation  rather  than  in  a  state  of  hostility 
with  China.  The  negotiations,  it  is  true, 
were  accompanied  and  supported  by  e 
military  and  naval  demonstration,  and  by 
the  occupation  of  an  island,  but  still  the 
character  of  the  transactions  was  that  of 
negotiation  rather  than  of  hostility.  When 
the  treaty  made  by  her  Majesty's  pleoipo* 
tentiary  in  China  was  violated  and  rejected 
by  the  Chinese  authorities,  long  before  it 
could  be  known  to  them  that  the  treaty 
was  not  accepted  by  the  Government  of 
Great  Britaiq,  the  transactions  began  to 
assume  the  character  of  war  rather  than 
of  negotiation.  Sir,  it  is  true,  as  the  noble 
Lord  has  stated,  that  there  have  been 
other  occasions  upon  which  the  army  and 
navy  of  England  have  had  to  act  upon  a 
larger  scale,  and  to  contend  with  a  more 
formidable  ene»y ;  but  when  we  consider 
the  great  distance  of  the  scene  of  opera* 
tions,  the  unknown  eharacter  of  the  people, 
and  the  unexplored  nature  of  the  coasts 
and  seas  —  when  we  consider  the  local 
difficulties  to  be  encountered,  I  n^ust  say, 
that  there  has  never  been  an  occasion  upon 
which  the  British  army  and  navy  have  had 
more  opportunities  for  displaying  that  skill 
and  courage,  those  fertile  resources  in  dif«> 
ficulties,  that  endurance  under  privations, 
and  that  enterprise  in  action,  which  have 
alwayi  more  or  leu  distinguished  tkem  in 
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every  hM  oa  which  they  hate  beeo  c^Vftd 
mpou  to  uttyft  t.veir  cooctrj.  But  vbeL  f 
Mf.  t'<*t  spfM  o'.h^r  cccwoof  th*  forces 
of  Great  Bntaic  bkTe  hvi  to  cope  «.:h  *d 
tmtmr  more  formed aU«,  let  it  Lot  b<  as- 
MUMd  that  the  Cbioese  riid  bot  dtsplay 
grut  perv>n«l  coar)g»  a;.03  mscj  oc- 
CMicCit.  Tbey  were  •  anting  la  that  ik.ii 
io  the  art  of  war  without  vhicn  ccaraze 
caa  do  little  towardf  eo§unD^  scccess; 
bvt  there  were  maoy  iottaoces  of  despe- 
rate bravery  on  the  part  of  individaaisand 
of  bodies  of  troops  that  were  worthy  of  the 
moft  military  nations  oo  the  ear:h.  It  must 
oot  be  assumed,  therefore,  that  the  Chi- 
Dcsc  were  deficient  in  that  physical  cou- 
rage which  renders  an  enemy  respectable. 
I  say,  then.  Sir,  that  these  operations  re- 
flect the  bii^hest  degree  of  credit  both  upon 
the  skill  of  the  officers  by  whom  they  were 
conducted,  and  upon  the  valour  and  con- 
sUoey  of  the  troops  who  acted  under  their 
orders.  With  regard  to  the  naval  com- 
mander. Sir  W.  Parker,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  now  at  the  head  of  the  Home 
Department  and  myself,  had  ample  oppor- 
tuoitieSt  when  at  the  head  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, of  witnessing  the  prudence  and  jndg- 
meot  of  that  officer  when  military  qualities 
were  not  so  much  called  into  pUy  —  I 
mean  when  he  commanded  in  the  Tagus ; 
and  that  officer  has  now  shewn  as  much 
ability  aud  enterprize  io  a  more  active  ser- 
vice. With  respect  to  the  other  comman- 
ders, I  have  oot  the  honour  of  the  same 
previous  acriuaintance  with  them ;  but  all 
that  they  have  done  on  this  occasion 
deserves  the  gratitude  and  thanks  of  this 
House— not  only  on  account  of  the  skill 
and  enterprise  with  which  they  surmounted 
all  those  difficulties  so  well  described  by 
the  noble  Lord,  but  also  for  the  general 
tenor  of  their  conduct  towards  the  people 
against  whom  their  operations  were  di- 
rected. It  is  ficrfcctly  true,  that  by  their 
original  instructions  they  were  directed  to 
abstain  from  all  acts  of  violence  upon  the 
population  of  (^hina,  which  were  not 
actually  and  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
prosecution  of  their  military  operations  : 
but  in  carrying  out  their  instructions  those 
officers  proved  that  tliey  had  in  tlieir  own 
breasts  the  same  feelings  that  had  dictated 
the  instructions,  and  it  must  be  remem- 
bered, that  it  is  far  casi:^r  for  a  Gofern- 
meot  to  write  such  instructions  in  the 
calmness  of  the  cabinet,  than  it  is  for 
officers  io  command  to  cause  them  to  be 
obeyed  by  troopi  flushed  with  f  ktory,  and 


}  ft  ill  Leated  by  ibe  exciie«&efit  of  the 

n  ct.     Tnat  »  a  poi:;t  «hich  o«gbt  to  be 

'  V^rce  m  aiiad  bv  the  Ho«$c  when  ooe* 

m 

zi^tTinz  the  vote  of  tnaoLs  now  belbte 
them,  for  there  is  another  and  iaaportnnl 
coQSideralioo  connected  with  it— oaawly. 
that  It  was  the  humanity  and  forbeeimnee 
of  our  troops  towards  the  people  of  China 
which  essentially  coothboted  to  the  aoe- 
cess   of   oar    military  operations.     That 
conduct  excited  in  the  m:nds  of  the  people 
of  the  country  a  friendly  feeling  tovnids 
as,  and  we  know  that  the  Chinese  ex- 
pressed the  utmost  astonishment  at   the 
forbearance  of  our  troops.    They  had  beea 
accustomed  to  give   oo  quarter  to  their 
captives,  bat  to  practice  the  utmost  bar* 
barity  upon  all   whom  they  vanqaiahcd ; 
and  they  we*v  surprised  that  the  English 
should  take  so  much  pains,  expose  them- 
selves to  danger  and  death,  and  expend 
so  much  treasure,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
flicting wounds  upon  the  Chinese,  which 
afterwards  the?  took  so  much  trouble  to 
cure.     That  is  an  illustration  both  of  the 
character  of  the  Chinese  and  of  the  con* 
trast  aflbrded  by  the  conduct  of  our  troopa. 
I  remember  Mr. Canning  ridiculing  the  idea 
of  sending  out  16,000  bayonetted  philoao- 
phers  to  enlighten  the  people  of  Sicily ;  but 
we  have  now  seen  a  smaller  body  of 
philosophers  of  the  same  kind,  who,  ii 
of  exhibiting  that  ferocity  usually  displayed 
by  men  with  arms  in  their  hands,  have, 
by  the  force  of  their  example,  taught  their 
enemy  a  lasting  lesson  of  mercy  to  ca|^ 
tives,  and  of  humanity  towards  the  coo- 
quered.     The  noble  Lord  [has  dwelt  upon 
those   who    have   not   been    included   in 
this  particular  vote.     By  the  practice  of 
Parliament,  it  is  impossible  the  vote  can 
extend  beyond  the   range  it  hat  taken ; 
but  perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  in 
seconding  this  motion,  that  although  this 
House  cannot  vote  their  thanks,  I  trust 
that  the  minds  of  hon.  Members  will  be 
not  the  less  imbued  with  feelings  of  grati- 
tude towards  those  who,  although  not  in* 
eluded  in  the  vote,  have  done  their  country 
good  service.     And  first,  I  should  say,  that 
that  gratitude  is  eminently  due  to  the  late 
Governor-general   of  India,   Lord   Auck* 
land,  who,  by  the   zcsl  and  promptness 
with   which    he    sent  reinforcements,  so 
greatly  facilitated  the  military  operations. 
And  I  would  also  say,  that  such  feelings 
are  claimed   by  Sir  Henry  Pottioger,  of 
whom,  upon  a   late  occasion,  the   right 
hoD.  Baronet  spoke  at  once  ao   hand* 
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somely  and  so  justly,  and  to  whose  energy, 
skill,  and  conduct  we  are  so  deeply  in- 
debted  for  the  treaty  which  has  been  ef- 
fected. As  for  the  results  which  may  follow 
that  treaty,  it  is  not  for  me  to  express  any 
particular  expectation ;   but  it  is  impos- 
sible that  it  should  not  be  attended  with 
the  most  important  and  beneficial  results. 
It  is  perfectly  true,  as  stated  by  the  noble 
Lord,  that  the  mercantile  interests  of  this 
country  ought  not  to  rush  too  impetuously 
into  the  market  thus  newly  opened  to  them 
until  the  results  of  the  treaty   shall   be 
better  developed,  and  if  individuals  do  so 
it  is  possible  they  may  meet  with  tempo- 
rary  and    partial    disappointment.     But 
when  we  consider  the  magnitude  of  the 
population   with   which   we  are  about  to 
open  an    intercourse,    the   vast  resources 
and  wealth  of  the  empire  with  which  we 
are  about  to  have  an  extended  commerce, 
how  man^  wants  they  have  which  it  is  iu 
our  power  to  supply,  and  how  many  things 
they  possess  which  we  should  be  glad  to 
take  in  return,  it  is  impossible  not  to  see 
that  great  and  important  advantages  roust 
result  from   the  successful  termination  of 
this    war.     There    is    one    circumstance 
which  cannot  escape  the  attention  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  which  is,  that  al- 
though, thank  heaven,  we  have  lately  en- 
joyed many  years  of  peace,  yet  our  army 
and  navy  have  not  forgotten  the  art  of  war 
in  the  relaxation  of  that  peace  ;  that  al- 
though the  sword  has  rested  in  the  scab- 
bard  it  has  not   rusted  there;  and  that 
although  the  chunderof  our  navy  has  now 
long  reposed  in  slumber,  yet  when  roused 
into  action,  it  is  not  less  formidable  than 
in  former  days.     It  cannot  but  be  satis- 
factory to  the  people  of  England  to  ob- 
serve, that  whenever  events  may  call  for 
the  display  of  our  military  or  naval  powtr, 
to  maintain  the  interests,  or  vindicate  the 
honour  of  the  country,  the  army  and  navy 
of  Great  Britain  will  be  found  as   they 
have  ever  been,  fully  equal  to  the  main- 
tenance of  those  interests  or  the  vindica- 
tion of  that  honour.     This  also  is  a  cir- 
cumstance worthy  of  note,  that  on  those 
occasions,  when  of  late  years  our  army  and 
navy  have  had  to  act,  great  events  have 
been    brought  about  by  a  comparatively 
small  number  of  men.  The  noble  Lord  has 
stated  the  number  of  the  forces  employed 
in   China,   and  that  number  has  proved 
fully  adequate  to  the  service  required  of 
them,  although  far  less  than  those  num- 
bers which  we  have  seen  employed  io  ac- 


tive service  in  former  years.  Thus  these 
events  must  furnish  to  the  people  of  Eng- 
land the  double  satisfaction  of  finding  that 
the  army  and  navy  are  fully  able  to  sus- 
tain the  reputation  they  acquired  at  any 
former  period,  and  of  observing  also  that 
comparatively  small  portions  of  those  forces 
are  capable  of  accomplishing  important  re- 
sults. I  have  the  greatest  possible  satis- 
faction in  giving  my  cordial  and  hearty 
concurrence  to  the  motion  of  the  noble 
Lord. 

Question  put  as  follows, — 

*'  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
Lieutenant-general  Sir  Hugh  Gough,  G.C.B., 
Vice- Admiral  Sir  W.  Parker,  G.C.B.,  and 
Commodore  Sir  Gordon  Bremer,  K.C.B ,  for 
the  distinguished  skill,  intrepidity,  and  indefa- 
tigable zeal,  with  which  they  have  conducted 
the  combined  operations  of  her  Majesty's  naval 
and  military  forces  on  the  coast  and  on  the  in* 
land  waters  of  China;  whereby  a  series  of  briU 
liant  and  unvaried  successes  has  been  con- 
cluded by  an  honourable  peace  on  the  terms 
proposed  by  her  Majesty. 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
Major-general  Lord  Saltoun,  K.C.B.,  Major- 
general  George  Burrell,  C.B.,  Major-general 
Sir  Robert  Bartley,  K  C.B.,  Major-general 
Sir  James  Holmes  Schoedde,  K.C.B.,  and  the 
other  officers  of  the  navy,  army,  and  Royal 
Marines,  including  those  in  the  service  of  the 
East-India  Company,  both  European  and  na- 
tive, for  the  energy,  ability,  and  gallantry  with 
which  they  have  executed  the  various  services 
which  they  have  been  called  upon  to  perform. 

''That  this  House  doth  acknowledge  and 
highly  approve  of  the  gallantry,  discipline, 
and  uniform  good  conduct  displayed  by  the 
petty  officers,  non*commissionea  officers,  and 
men  of  the  navy^  army,  and  Royal  Marines,  in- 
cluding the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  East- 
India  Company's  service,  both  European  and 
native;  the  cordial  good  feeling  which  has 
subsistsd  between  all  the  branches  of  the  united 
services  ;  and  the  honourable  emulation  exhi- 
bited by  all  in  the  discharge  of  the  various  du- 
ties required  by  the  peculiar  naure  of  the  ope- 
rations to  be  performed ;  and  that  the  same  be 
communicated  to  them  by  the  commanders  of 
the  several  ships  and  corps,  who  are  respec- 
tively desired  to  thank  them  for  their  gallant 
behaviour." 

Sir  C  Napier  agreed  with  the  noble 
Lord  who  had  just  sat  down  as  to  the 
clearness  with  which  the  noble  Mover  had 
brought  forward  the  whole  matter,  and  he 
felt  he  should  not  do  his  duty  if  he  did  not 
bear  testimony  to  the  gallant  conduct,  not 
only  of  Sir  W.  Parker  and  the  naval  offi- 
cers, but  of  the  military  officers  likewise. 
He  had  been  accustomed  to  go  up  riven, 
and  storm  batteries ;  and  he  knew  what  it 
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was :  and  he  must  say,  that  he  thought 
the  skill  displayed  by  Sir  W.  Parker  was 
unequalled  in  naval  history.  He  quite 
agreed  too  in  the  eulogium  pronounced 
upon  Sir  Gordon  Bremer,  and  at  the 
same  time  he  must  express  his  regret  that 
the  noble  Lord  should  have  omitted  to 
mention  Captain  Senhouse,  who,  in  the 
absence  of  Sir  William  Parker,  had  made 
the  first  attack  upon  Canton,  and  had  lost 
his  lite  in  his  devotion  to  the  service.  There 
was  also  another  circumstance  which  the 
noble  Lord  had  omitted  to  mention,  that, 
in  the  first  attack  upon  Canton,  at  the 
latter  part  of  the  destruction  of  the  batte- 
ries, Sir  H.  Gough  arrived  in  time  to  avenge 
the  death  of  his  (Sir  Charles  Napier*8)  gal- 
lant Friend  and  relative.  He  would  now 
say  no  more  than  eipress  his  cordial  con- 
currence in  the  motion. 

Sir  G,  Staunton  said,  that  whatever 
might  be  the  opinion  of  any  person  of 
the  original  policy  and  justice  of  the  war; 
and  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  both  of  the 
abstract  justice  and  practical  expediency 
of  our  operations  in  China,  it  was  impos- 
sible not  to  entertain  peculiar  satisfaction 
at  its  brilliant  result.  It  was  a  great  con- 
solation to  consider  that  whatever  tempo- 
rary sufTering  the  Chinese  might  have  ex- 
perienced, yet  the  ultimate  consequences 
of  the  war  would  be  more  beneficial  to 
them  than  to  this  country.  It  would, 
moreover,  be  the  first  step  towards  intro- 
ducing Christianity  into  that  great  em- 
pire. He  must  further  express  his  regret 
that  the  name  of  Sir  H.  Pottinger  could 
now  be  included  in  the  present  vote  of 
thanks.  He  was  sure,  however,  that  if  it 
could  have  been  done  that  distinguished 
officer  would  have  received  the  unanimous 
thanks  of  the  House. 

Sir  R,  Jnglis  said,  that,  without  enter- 
ing into  the  question  of  the  origin  of  the 
war,  he  concurred  with  the  noble  lx>rd 
who  seconded  the  motion  in  thanking 
Heaven  that  we  had  been  so  long  at 
peace,  and  he  would  add  that  he  thanked 
God  that  the  wars  in  which  wc  had  been 
recently  engaged,  had  been  brought  to 
an  end.  But  while  by  the  piescnt  motion 
they  thus  acknowledged  the  obligation 
which  they  felt  to  be  due  to  the  human 
instruments  of  success,  they  ought,  as 
Christian  legislators,  also  to  express  their 
gratitude  to  that  great  source  from  which 
all  blessmgs  were  derived.  Although  he 
would  not  yield  to  any  one  in  his  sense 
of  services  rendered  by  the  army  and  navy, 


and  by  the  plenipotentiary,  yet  he  dariwd 
that  some  one  sj^ould  express  that  feeling 
which,  although  it  could  not  be  decoffonaly 
put  to  a  vote,  as  if  it  were  a  matter  which 
would  be  negatived,  might  yet  be  properly 
expressed  in  debate — namely,  gratitom  to 
the  great  cause  of  the  blessings  we  bad  re- 
ceived. He  trusted,  that  the  Qiinesawoohl 
receive  more  substantial  benefit  from  tho 
termination  of  the  war,  by  the  example  of 
our  moderation  and  humanity,  and  by  tho 
introduction  of  the  Christian  principlet 
which  we  professed,  than  we  had  derived 
glory  from  the  manner  in  which  the  peace 
had  been  achieved. 

Mr.  Hume  concurred  in  the  motion,  bnl 
wished  for  an  explanation  why  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger  was  not  included  in  the  vote  r 
The  e? ils  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  had 
arisen  from  the  want  of  such  an  able  di* 
rector.  He  had  been  glad  to  observe  the 
cordial  feeling  that  had  subsisted  betweea 
the  army  and  the  navy. 

Sir  li.  Peel:  The  unanimous  diapoai- 
tion  of  the  House  to  express  their  com* 
mendation  of  the  zeal,  energy,  and  gnl« 
lantry,  as  well  of  the  officers  in  coannand 
as  of  every  man  concerned  in  these  opera* 
tions,  induces  me  to  say,  that  I  moat  cor* 
dially  concur  in  all  those  expreasiooa  of 
admiration  which  I  have  heard.  With  re* 
spect  to  Sir  Henry  Pottinger,  I  think  that 
the  opportunity  which  I  took  on  a  former 
occasion  of  publicly  acknowledging  the 
sense  entertained  by  the  Government  of 
the  services  of  that  distinguished  mo, 
must  exempt  the  Government  from  the 
suspicion  of  wishing  to  throw  any  alight 
upon  him.  1  then  took  the  opportunity 
or  stating,  that  nothing  could  exceed  the 
zeal,  discretion,  and  forbearance  of  Sir 
Henry  Pottinger.  And  now,  when  othera 
concerned  in  the  same  expedition  are  to 
receive  a  mark  of  public  gratitude,  I  ahoeld 
be  sorry  to  allow  the  opportunity  to  paaa 
without  repeating  the  seotimenu  I  then 
expressed.  1  with  it  had  been  consistent 
with  usage  to  have  included  the  name  of 
Sir  Henry  Pottinger  in  the  vote;  but  at 
the  same  time  1  think  it  of  great  import* 
ance  to  adhere  in  these  matters  strictly  to 
precedent ;  because  if  we  did  not  do  so— 
if  wc  did  not  strictly  adhere  to  those  pre* 
cedents,  which  1  think  have  been  founded 
upon  good  sense,  every  omtuion  that  we 
happened  to  mske  m  a  vote  of  this  na- 
ture would  imply  a  censure.  We  avoid 
the  risk  of  such  an  implication  by  ad« 
hering    to    the    established    usage.      If 
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the  hon.  Gentleman   were   right  in  sup-  , 
posing  that  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  had  had 
committed  to  him  the  conduct  of  the  naval 
and  military  operations,  in  that  case,  un- 
doubtedly,  Sir   Henry  Pottinger's  name  ' 
ought  to  be  included  in  the  vote.    But  Sir  | 
Henry  Pottinger  was  her  Majesty's  pleni-  ; 
potentiary,  entrusted  with  the  diplomatic 
arrangements  of   the  expedition   against 
China,  and  all  the  direct  control  that  Sir 
Henry  Pottinger  had  over  the  naval  and 
military  operations  was  to  direct  their  sus- 
pension, incase  his  negotiations  arrived  at 
such  a  point  as  to  render  a  suspension  of 
hostilities  desirable.     1    apprehend,  that 
there  is  no  instance  in  which  a  diplomatic 
agent  of  the  Government  has  received  the 
thanks  of  Parliament  for  the  successful 
completion  of  any   negotiation,   however 
important,  or  of  any  treaty,  however  ad- 
vantageous to  the  interests  of  this  country. 
This  explanation,  I  think,  will  convince 
the  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  House  that  as 
Sir  Henry  Pottin^er's  functions  were  dip- 
lomatic, not  military  or  naval,  no  reflec- 
tion is  cast  upon  his  great  and  valuable 
services  by  the  omission  of  his  name  in 
the  vote  of  thanks  now  under  the  consi- 
deration of  the  House.     I  certainly  think, 
that  the  precedent  of  including  the  names 
of  diplomatic   servants   in   votes  of   this 
nature  is  one  that  we  ought  to  pause  be- 
fore  we  establish.     I  can   well  enter  into 
the  feelings  of  this  distinguished   man — 
distinguished  not  only  for  his  civil  qualifi- 
cations, but  for  his  military  service—  when 
he  sees  this  public  acknowledgment  of  the 
brilliant  achievements  of  his  brothers  in 
arms,  and  feels  that  he  cannot  partake  in 
the  thanks  of  Parliament.     As  a   proof 
of  the  entire  approbation  which  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  entertains  of  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger's  services,  and  of  the  confidence 
which  we  place  in   him,  I  may  say,  that, 
finding  him  appointed  by  our  predeces- 
sors, we  took  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
assuring  him  that  a  continuance  in   her 
Majesty's  service  in  China   would  be  ac- 
ceptable  to  us.     At  the  same   time  we 
have  intreated  him  to  give  to  the  public 
the   advantage  of  his  services,  by  con- 
tinaing   to  conduct  the  affairs  of  Great 
Britain  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe.     I 
fear  that  his  answer  will  be  in  the  nega- 
tive.    He  has  this  excuse,  that  such  has 
been  his  devotion  to  the  public  service, 
that  for  the  last  forty-six  or  forty-seven 
years  he  has  been  employed  in  India,  and 
yet  in  all  that  period  has  only  been  absent 
•ne  year  aod  a  half.    We  hare^  howefer^ 


entreated  him  to  remain  until  we  can 
benefit  by  his  opinions  and  advice  upon 
many  important  matters  connected  with 
the  adjustment  of  our  future  relations 
with  China ;  and  I  assure  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman that,  if  Sir  Henry  Pottinger  will 
recall  his  decision  and  remain  perma- 
nently in  China,  he  will  possess  the 
entire  confidence  of  her  Majesty's,  Go- 
vernment, and  we  should  think  that  we 
had  succeeded  in  making  the  arrangement 
of  all  others  the  most  beneficial  to  the 
country.  I  hope  I  have  said  enough  to  show, 
that  her  Majesty's  Government  are  not 
insensible  to  the  high  services  of  Sir  Henry 
Pottinger,  and  that  we  regret,  as  sincerely 
as  the  hon.  Gentleman  can  do,  that  the 
adherence  to  established  usage  precludes 
us  from  making  a  public  acknowledgment 
of  them. 

Resolutions  agreed  to  nem  con. 

It  was  also 

Ordered,  **  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  communi- 
cate the  said  resolutions  to  Lieutenant  gene- 
ral Sir  Hugh  Gough,  bt.  G.C.B.  Vice-Adroiral 
Sir  William  Parker,  G.C.B.,  Commodore  Sir 
Gordon  Bremer,  K.C.B.,  Major-general  Lord 
Saltoun,  K.C.B.,  Major-general  George  Bur- 
rell,  C.B.,  Major-general  Sir  Robert  Bartley, 
K.C.B.^  Major-general  Sir  James  Holmes 
Schoedde,  K.C.B ;  and  that  Lieutenant-gene- 
ral Sir  Hugh  Gough,  Vice-Adroiral  Sir  William 
Parker,  Commodore  Sir  Gordon  Bremer,  Ma« 
jor  -  general  Lord  Saltoun,  Major  -  general 
George  Burrell,  Major-general  Sir  Robert 
Bartley,  Major-general  Sir  James  Holmes 
Schoedde,  be  requested  to  sip^nify  the  same  to 
the  officers  serving  under  their  respective  com- 
mands.'* 

Health  of  Towns.!  Mr.  Mackinnon^ 
in  moving  for  leave  to  oring  in  a  bill  to 
improve  the  health  of  towns,  by  prevent- 
ing interments  within  their  precincts,  pro- 
mised not  to  detain  the  House  by  many 
observations.  It  was  his  aniioas  desire, 
that  this  bill  should  have  been  taken  up 
by  her  Majesty's  Government ;  but  as  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department ,  did  not  appear 
willing  to  undertake  it,  he  (Mr.  Mackin- 
non)  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  proceed  with 
the  measure  which  he  had  proposed. 
When  he  first  introduced  the  subject  to 
the  attention  of  Parliament;  it  was  re- 
ceived with  a  levity  which  it  did  not  de- 
serve. Opinion,  however,  had  since 
changed  upon  the  subject;  the  public 
prints  had  taken  it  up ;  the  evils  of  the 
existing  system  had  been  fally  exhibited 
and  strongly  deprecated,  and  it  was  now 
perfectly  impossible  that  that  system  could 
be  allowed  to  continue.    It  had  beea  as- 
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terted  on  tLe  pioi  of  tLe  DisK&ten,  that  tbe  nlject  of  dnau^,  it  was  ike 
the  oDcasare  vLi*  L  Le  bic^^t  fonrtrd  L^d  Ijod  of  GoreniiDest  to  feppa!Ot  a 
Ltitb  framed  tv  tLt  BitLc/p  of  Lobdon,  cr  uod,  compoied  in  a  ^eat  pan  of 
by  iOOK  of  tl«e  dUriitahes  of  ti«e  Eiub-  mtL,  to  i&TestifiU  the  qaeitioa,  asd  to 
lisbed  Cborcb,  azMi  tLai  it  vu  deuzoed  ucntaio  tbe  bat  p«iiiciple  apoa  whkk  a 
toJDJuie  tbt  dxHeDtJii^' initreftU.  He  can-  seoenl  sTftem  of  draioa^  coald  be 
pbklicaJlj  de&ied  both  thoK  atsenioof.  adopted.  With  respect  to  tbe 
Tbe  bill  eiBiDaud  eLtirtly  from  \i\uAtA^  of  buildiog,  be  had  already  gives 
acid  had  zjo  fJefti^  or  i&ier^ticro  of  dealic^  totbecooBmitSAoriersof  Wood»aiidF( 
vftb  \}\mtu\kT%  id  anv  other  vav  thao  it  (bat  it  «a§  t>;e  lotecti&o  of  Govem 
propoftd  to  deal  vjih  the  meoibers  of  the  to  briu^  io  a  bjU  for  tbe  better 
Eatablifbed  Charcb.  of  buiidiog  m  the  metropotia.     That  bill 

Mr.  H^nut  z^ttd  «ith  the  hon.  Mem-  bad  beem  framed  with  great  care,  aficr 
ber  for  LTmiugtoti  a*  to  tbe  oeceuiij  of  due  coDsuluiioo  with  tbe  ableit  arcbitecta. 
adopucig  tome  meaHire  of  ihift  kiod.  The  Mr.  Hauei  thought  tbe  statement  of 
fubjecty  however,  wa*»  necestarily  one  of  ibe  right  boo.  Barooet  ealremelT  tiliilaL 
ftci  Bocb  deuil  aod  of  to  much  con-.^/lica-  tory.  .All  three  of  tbe  sabjects  to  wbieb 
tioo  ai  to  render  it  nest  to  impossible  for  be  had  adverted  were  of  the  etnoal  ia- 
an  iodividual  Member  to  frame  aod  cairy  portaoce  to  tbe  metropolis.  After  the 
fsch  a  measure  as  the  great  importance  of  statement  which  had  bceo  made  by  the 
tbe  sobject  demanded.  He  should  be  right  hon.  Gentleman,  he  hoped  that  the 
glad,  therefore,  to  see  it  undertaken  by  hon.  Member  for  Lym in s;too( Mr.  Mackia* 
the  Govemmeot.  He  was  satisfied,  that  non)  would  infcrm  tbe  Hoose  what  coarae 
if  some  measure  of  this  kind  was  adopted,  he  proposed  to  uke.  He  (Mr.  Hawea) 
and  some  general  regulations  laid  down  had  a  strong  objection  to  the  measure  pio- 
flo  secure  a  morf  perfect  drainage  and  a  posed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  althoagb 
better  plan  of  building.  London  would  be-  it  was  not  his  intention  to  oppose  tbe  m- 
come  one  of  the  healthiest  places  in  the  troduction  of  it;  bnt  after  the  declaratm 
world.  .  made  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  that  tbe 

Sir  J,  Graham  admitted  the  great  im-  subject  was  immediately  under  tbe  co«- 
portance  of  the  three  subjects  to  which '  sideratioo  of  Government,  and  that  it 
tbe  hon.  Member  for  Montrose  had  al-  would  probably  be  in  his  power,  before  tbe 
loded.  It  was,  undoubtedly,  desirable  to  \  Session  ended,  to  introduce  a  bfll  apoo  it« 
prevent  interments  in  cities,  to  secure  a  |  he  hoped  that  the  bou.  Gentleman  voakl 
perfect  drainage,  and  to  improve  the  mode '  not  press  his  own  measure  to  a  teeood 
of  building.  Each  aod  all  of  these  sub*  reading,  until  some  further  progieas  bad 
jects  were  under  the  consideration  of  her  been  made  in  tbe  inquiry  which  ber  Ma* 
Majesty's  Government.  With  respect  to  in-  j^ty's  Government  bad  instituted, 
terments  in  cities,carefu  I  inquiries  were  now;  Mr,  Bickam  Escoti  would  not  nppow 
in  progreu.  All  the  appliances  winch  the  the  introduction  of  the  bill ;  bat  at  tba 
Government  could  command  were  directed  same  time  he  could  not  help  doabtiap 
to  obtain  information  upon  the  subject,  I  whether  his  hon.  Friend  had  read  tbe  evi- 
and  although  they  were  not  as  yet  pre-  \  dence  given  bcfoie  the  committee,  apoo 
pared  With  any  measure  sufficiently  mature  I  whose  report  he  supposed  the  bill  vaa 
in  details  to  command  the  consideration  ;  founded. 

of  the  House,  he  did  not  entirely  despair  I  Mr.  Mackinnon  said,  that  after  tbe  re- 
of  being  able,  before  the  Session  ter-  \  presentiiions  which  had  been  made  to 
roinated,  to  bring  forward  some  proposition  •  h:m  frum  almost  e%ery  quarter,  of  the  in- 
upon  the  subject.  Not  being  prepared  to  jurious  effects  that  resulted  from  ibe  pre* 
do  so  at  the  present  moment,  it  would  be  sent  system  of  interments,  he  should  feel 
unbecoming  in  him  to  otl'tT  any  opposition  it  to  \Hi  hi<  duty  tu  proceed  with  liitf  bdl. 
to  the  introduction  of  the  measure  pro-  lie  had  been  uppealed  to  by  many  boo. 
posed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  I.ymington.  Friends  lo  |io«tpone  his  bill,  in  order  that 
At  the  same  time  he  was  bound  to  say,  i he  Gu%-t'rn men t  measure  might  be  brought 
that  if  the  measure  of  this  year  resembled  forwaril.  If  by  poMponing  it  he  coakl 
that  which  his  hon.  Friend  introduced  think  that  he  should  be  accelerating  tbe 
towards  the  close  of  the  last  Session,  he  measure ofGoverninent, he  would  williogly 
could  not  hold  out  the  prospect  that  h*-  adopt  that  course;  but,  believing  that  by 
should  feel  it  consistent  with  his  duly  iiri;ing  hiit  own  bill  forward  there  wouM  be 
to  give  It  bis  support.     With  respect  to  *  a  greater  chance  of  stimulating  tbe  ri(bl 
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boo.  Baronet  the  Secretary  for  the  Home 
Department  to  forward  his  own  measure, 
he  should  persist  in  his  motion  for  leave 
to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Sir  fV.  Clay  approved  of  the  object  of 
the  measure,  but  was  of  opinion  that  his 
bon.  Friend  would  act  more  wisely  by 
postponing  it  until  the  Government  bill 
should  be  brought  forward,  than  by 
pressing  it  to  a  further  stage. 

Mr.  M,  Phillips  had  received  commu- 
nications from  the  town  he  represented 
(Manchester)  hostile  to  the  measure  which 
the  hoD.  Member  introduced  last  vear, 
and  as  the  present  bill  appeared  to  be 
quite  similar  to  the  former  one,  he  appre- 
hended that  the  same  objections  would 
be  urged  against  it. 

Motion  agreed  to.     Leave  given. 

The  Affghan  War.]  Mr.  Roebuck 
said,  that  in  consequence  of  the  motion 
for  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Lord  Ellenborough 
having  been  postponed  from  Thursday 
next  to  the  following  Monday,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  him  to  bring  forward  bis 
motion  upon  the  subject  oi  the  Afighan 
war  on  the  day  he  had  appointed  ;  and  as 
other  engagements  would  prevent  his  at- 
tendance in  the  House  on  the  day  6xed, 
he  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
to  postpone  his  motion  for  a  vote  of 
thanks  till  the  Friday  following. 

Sir  JR.  Peel  was  very  sorry  if  by  delaying 
the  motion  for  a  vote  of  thanks,  he  had 
interfered  prejudicially  with  the  motion  of 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  given  notice.  Nothing  was  further 
from  bis  intention  than  so  to  interfere. 
He  had  fixed  his  motion  for  Monday  next, 
because  (and  in  noticing  the  fact,  he  hoped 
he  was  not  transgressing  the  usages  of 
Parliament)  that  they  had  been  fixed  for 
a  similar  motion  in  the  other  House  of 
Parliament.  The  papers  took  a  longer 
time  printing  than  was  expected,  and  on 
bringing  them  up  yesterday,  and  finding 
that  they  consisted  of  nearly  500  pages, 
he  felt  that  he  was  conforming  with  the 
general  sense  of  the  House  by  reluctantly 
consenting  to  postpone  his  motion  till 
Monday.  With  respect  to  the  motion 
itself,  be^  referring  to  precedents,  should 
confine  the  vote  of  thanks  strictly  to  mili- 
tary operations.  He  could  not  now  bring 
the  motion  forward  at  an  earlier  period, 
consistently  with  the  usages  of  the  House, 
than  Monday.  He  could  not  conceive 
why  it  should  override  the  motion  of  the 
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hon.  and  learned  Gentleman.  It  would 
be  quite  competent  for  him  to  bring  for- 
ward his  motion  on  Tuesday.  Considering 
all  the  circumstances,  he  (Sir  R.  Peel)  felt 
that  any  further  delay  of  his  motion  would 
be  inconvenient. 
Subject  at  an  end. 

The  Distress  of  the  Country — 
Adjourned  Debate.]  The  order  of  the 
day  for  resuming  the  Adjourned  Debate 
on  the  Distress  of  the  Country  having 
been  read, 

Mr.  Ewart  rose  and  expressed  his  ap- 
probation of  the  motion  which  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Sunderland,  had 
brought  under  discussion.  He  considered 
the  noble  Lord  justified  in  making  the 
motion  by  the  condition,  feelings,  and 
sufferings  of  the  people.  If  he  went  fur- 
ther than  the  noble  Lord,  and  broached 
doctrines  which  the  noble  Lord  might  not 
be  prepared  to  support,  he  begged  the 
House  to  believe,  that  he  should  do  so 
from  the  siiicerest  conviction  of  their 
soundness.  He  hoped  he  should  be  con- 
sidered guilty  of  no  discourtesy  towards 
the  hon.  Member  for  Knaresborough,  if 
he  did  not  dwell  on  the  arguments  con- 
tained in  the  speech  with  which  that  hon. 
Member  closed  the  debate  of  last  night. 
The  hon.  Gentleman's  main  arguments 
were  directed  against  machinery  and  free- 
trade.  Considering  that  her  Majesty's 
Government,  to  their  great  credit,  were 
the  advocates  equally  of  machinery  and 
the  extension  of  free*  trade,  he  should 
leave  the  hon.  Member  to  be  answered  by 
his  own  friends,  by  their  conduct  and 
principles.  He  (Mr.  Ewart)  hud  heard 
with  mingled  feelings  of  satisfaction  and 
surprise  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  It  was  a  speech  of 
mingled  tendency.  All  the  principles  of 
the  speech  were  in  favour  of  free.trade, 
while  all  its  parentheses  were  in  favour  of 
protection.  What  did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  on  the  subject  of  the 
Corn-laws?  He  did  not  deny  that  they 
were  a  source  of  evil ;  while  on  the  subject 
of  the  importation  of  cattle  he  was  equally 
inconsistent.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
consoled,  on  the  one  hand,  the  country 
gentlemen  by  assuring  them  that  the  im- 
portation of  cattle  had  been  exceedingly 
small,  while  on  the  other  hand,  he  con- 
soled the  people  by  telling  them  that  he 
was  sorry  he  could  not  hope  for  the  im* 
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portation  to  be  greater.  He  had  always 
been  of  opinion,  that  no  minister  had 
ever  entered  the  portals  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  whatever  his  previous  opinions 
might  have  been,  without  sooner  or  later 
himself  becoming  a  free-trader.  Such 
was  the  case  with  Mr.  Huikisson,  an 
illustrious  example;  and  such  was  the 
case  with  respect  to  Mr.  Deacon  Hume, 
one  of  the  roost  venerated  authorities 
upon  the  subject ;  and  such  was  the  case 
with  the  equally  eminent  authority,  Mr. 
M'Gregor,  and  now  such  is  the  case  with 
regard  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
And  although  at  present  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  opposed  to  any  alteration 
in  the  sugar  duties,  yet  he  (Mr.  Ewart) 
did  not  despair  of  seeing  a  measure  in- 
troduced under  his  auspices  for  carrying 
a  reform  of  those  duties  into  effect.  The 
Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
very  justly  took  credit  to  the  present  Go- 
vernment for  the  commercial  reforms 
which  were  eflfected  last  Session.  He 
appealed  to  the  experience  which  the 
revival  of  trade  had  afforded  as  a  testi- 
mony of  the  truth  of  the  principles  of 
those  measures.  He  had  perused  those 
docnmenis  which  were  called  "  Circu- 
lars,'' and  <'  The  Price  Current,"  and  he 
could  confirm  the  assertions  of  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman.  Trade  in  the  article  of 
turpentine,  on  which  the  duty  had  l>een 
reduced,  had  already  exhibited  symptoms 
of  improvements ;  so  alto  with  respect  to 
olive  oil  and  to  hides.  The  duty  on  rice 
had  been  reduced ;  and  since  the  reduc- 
tion, the  trade  in  that  article  between 
Liverpool  and  the  United  States  had  con- 
siderably revived.  Again,  with  respect  to 
Calm  oil,  a  great  increase  of  consumption 
■d  taken  place ;  and,  last  of  all,  the  trade 
with  Canada,  especially  in  the  article  of 
timber,  had  shown  symptoms  of  improve- 
ment. With  respect  to  timber,  he  could 
not  help  adverting  to  the  great  evil  attend- 
ing the  postponement  of  the  operation  of 
the  altered  rate  of  duty  upon  that  article. 
In  consequence  of  the  postponement  of 
the  alteration  in  the  duty,  the  merchants 
could  not  get  rid  of  their  stock.  This 
confirmed  the  opinion  he  had  always 
maintained,  that  as  soon  as  the  Govern- 
ment adopted  a  sound  principle,  it  ought 
to  be  carried  into  effect.  Though  in  de- 
tail these  articles  might  be  considered  un- 
important, yet  they  were  important  as 
proving  the  soondiiets  of  the  principle  on 


which  the  alterations  io  the  duties  htd 
been  made.  And  what  did  it  further 
show  ?  Why,  that  if  the  right  boo.  Bu- 
ronet  (Sir  R.  Peel)  had  gone  suceettfnlly 
thus  hr  in  the  estaUithing  of  free^trada 
principles,  he  would  be  justiBed  in  goiiif 
further.  If  in  these  articles  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  gone  right,  how  mueh  nora 
justified  would  he  be  in  applying  the  taasa 
principles  to  the  articles  of  sugar  and 
corn  ?  He  (Mr.  Ewart)  noticed  with  grtat 
regret,  that  at  the  opening  of  the  preaani 
Sesftion,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  offered  wo 
observations  with  respect  to  either  of  thoee 
two  most  important  subjects.  H  the  neat 
vital  question  at  this  roomeat  was  that  of 
corn,  the  next  to  it  unquestionably  vat 
that  of  sugar.  The  impression  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  left  on  the  niods 
of  those  who  heard  him  was,  that  the 
question  whether  or  not  he  would  be  driven 
to  deal  again  with  the  Coro-laws,  de- 
pended on  the  agitation  which  might  exitt 
in  the  country  upon  the  subject*  The 
free-trading  part  of  the  community  did 
not  understand  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to 
say,  that  he  was  against  an  entire  repeal 
of  the  Corn-laws ;  they  only  underaiood 
him  to  say,  that  he  was  against  any  alter* 
ation  of  the  law  as  it  stw)d,  for  the  pre- 
sent. Therefore  the  advocates  of  free* 
trade  ought  to  feel  that  all  depended  upon 
themselves;  not  by  taking  any  ?ioJeot 
proceedings,  which  tbey  all  abjured*  bot 
by  adopting  those  legitimate  and  coniti- 
tutional  means  of  informing  the  mind  and 
influencing  the  feelings  of  the  commnnitT. 
Let  the  friends  of  repeal  asaure  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  that  of  this  soand  and  eon* 
stitutional  agitation  there  will  be  no  end. 
Lectures,  treatises,  and  meetings,  whether 
in  the  form  of  literary  convertationa  or 
social  tea  parties,  were  the  means  whieh 
would  be  used  throughout  the  country  to 
overcome  that  gentle  resistance  {(6i  he 
confessed  the  resistance  was  not  very 
strong)  which  the  feelings  or  prejudieea  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  supporttra  now 
offered  to  the  dictates  of  sound  reaaoo. 
Seeing,  however,  that  for  the  preeent  there 
was  no  chance  of  obtaining  any  change  in 
the  law  respecting  corn  and  sugar,  it  l>e- 
came  a  duty  to  ask  what  minor  changes 
they  were  likely  to  obtain  ?  It  appeared 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  about 
to  open  our  trade  with  foreign  countries; 
but  it  was  with  regret  he  otiserved  that, 
although  the  right  hon.  Gentieasan  had 
adopted  some,  yet  he  had  not  adopted  all 
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of  the  principles  adfocated  by  the  late 
Mr.  Hume,  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  That 
Geotlemao  laid  it  down  as  a  principle  that 
we  should  extend  our  commerce  wiih  the 
world  irrespectif e  of  treaties.  Diplomacy, 
he  said,  ought  not  to  be  the  mistress  of 
commerce,  bat  commerce  ought  to  be  the 
mistress  of  diplomacy.  Mr.  Hume  was 
asked/' Is  it  your  opinion  that  trade  would 
flourish  more  without  the  inier?ention  of 
commercial  treaties  ?"  His  answer  was, 
*'  I  think  we  should  settle  our  commerce 
better  ourselves.  I  go  on  the  principle 
that  it  is  impossible  to  import  too  much. 
We  may  be  quite  sure  that  the  exports 
would  follow  in  some  form  or  other/' 
This  was  sound  doctrine,  and  he  should 
desire  to  see  the  right  hon.  Baronet  adopt 
it.  But  this  he  refused  to  do.  What 
were  the  commercial  treaties  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  about  to  adopt  ? 
He  could  not  do  better  than  to  show  how 
much  this  country  was  losing  by  the  non- 
intercourse  system  with  Brazil,  with  svhich 
we  could  carry  on  a  very  profitable  trade 
if  happily  we  should  conclude  a  commer- 
cial treaty.  In  1827  there  entered  into 
the  port  of  Rio  211  British  ships;  in  1841 
there  entered  only  123  British  ships;  and 
of  these  123,  only  17  were  cleared  out  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  showing  that  a  great 
portion  of  the  trade,  even  in  our  own 
ahipsj  went  to  foreign  ports.  Compare 
this  with  the  ships  of  the  United  Stales. 
In  1841,  146  American  vessels  left  the 
port  of  Rio,  116  of  which  sailed  for  the 
United  States.  If  he  were  to  refer  to  the 
ships  of  other  countries,  the  same  un- 
favourable comparison  would  be  presented. 
lo  1827,  136  American  ships  entered 
Rio ;  in  1 841  these  were  increased  to  146 ; 
in  1827,  14  ships  from  Hamburg  entered 
Rio;  in  1841  they  were  increased  to  44. 
In  1827,  24  Swedish  ships  entered  the 
tame  port;  in  1841,  they  were  increased 
to  73.  In  1827, 3  Danish  vessels  entered 
that  port;  in  1841,  they  increased  to  63, 
while,  during  the  same  two  periods,  the 
decrease  of  British  shipping  was  from  211, 
in  1827,  to  123  in  1841.  This  was  the 
result  of  the  restrictions  imposed  oo  our 
trade  in  sugar  and  coffee  with  the  Brazils. 
He  would  not  speak  of  the  article  of  sugar, 
but  would  confine  his  observations  to  the 
article  of  coffee.  The  coffee  crop  of  the 
Brazils,  in  1841,  amounted  to  1,013,915 
bags,  or  this  quantity  the  United  States 
took  431,000  bags,  being  an  increase  over 
the  amoant  taken  in   1840  of  125,000 


bags.  What  did  England  take  ?  Out  of 
this  large  crop  England  only  took  69,000 
bags,  whereas,  in  the  preceding  year,  we 
took  88,303  bags ;  thus,  while  the  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Brazils 
was  increasing,  the  trade  between  England 
and  Brazil  was  decreasing.  If  we  were  to 
establish  a  sound  system  of  trade  with 
Brazil,  British  ships  would  come  direct  to 
England,  and  the  consequence  would  be 
that  this  country  would  be  made  the  great 
entrepSt  of  commerce  ;  which,  in  justice 
to  her  capital  and  her  people,  she  ought 
!o  be.  England  ought  to  be  the  cheapest 
country  in  the  world  ;  and  if  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  pursue  those  sound 
principles  which  he  had  commenced  acting 
upon,  that  great  object  would  be  achieved. 
At  the  beginning  of  this  Session  (turning 
again  to  the  subject  of  commercial  trea- 
ties), he  had  alluded  to  the  importance 
of  our  trade  with  Holland,  more  es- 
pecially respecting  the  port  of  Java. 
Since  then  a  report,  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  M'Gregor,  had  been  laid  on  the 
Table  of  the  House.  That  report  con- 
firmed the  view  he  at  that  time  took  upon 
the  subject.  He  hoped  (since  they  must 
carry  on  their  trade  through  the  organ  of 
diplomacy)  that  some  pains  would  be 
taken  to  open  a  trade  with  Java.  Holland 
could  not  supply  the  manufactures  de- 
manded by  Java.  The  growth  of  sugar  in 
Java  had  greatly  increased.  In  1831 
the  amount  was  only  7,000  tons  while, 
now,  it  amounted  to  65,000  tons.  Hitherto 
the  trade  in  coffee  with  Java  had  been  a 
monopoly,  but  he  hoped  that  if  we  con- 
cluded a  treaty  with  Holland,  that  trade 
would  be  thrown  open.  Nothing  was 
more  common  with  the  advocates  of  free- 
trade  to  allude  to — what  had  now  become 
a  trite  subject— the  opening  of  a  trade 
with  the  United  Slates  in  the  article  of 
corn.  Corn  was  the  principal  article  which 
the  United  States  had  to  export,  and  for 
which  England  would  gladly  excbangpe  her 
manufactures.  According  to  the  last  ac- 
count, the  expoits  of  our  cotton  manufac- 
tures to  the  United  States  had  decreased. 
The  diminution  from  1841  to  1842  had 
been  no  less  than  from  38,000,000  of  yards 
in  the  former  year,  to  2 1,000,000  of  yards. 
Calico  goods  were  the  most  important 
branch  of  our  cotton  manufacture,  becanse 
a  greater  amount  of  labour  was  employed 
in  it.  Our  cotton  yarns  went  to  supply 
the  means  of  foreign  manufacturers,  bat 
calico  goods  employed  native  kboar.  It 
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was,  therefore,  the  inicle  of  most  ioterett 
for  OS  to  export.  The  exports  of  calico 
to  the  United  States  aod  Brazil  io  1838 
amounted  together  to  121,000,000  of 
yards,  whereas  in  the  year  1842  the  ex- 
ports  of  the  same  articles  to  those  cono« 
Uies  had  fallen  off  to  as  low  as  80,000,000 
of  yards.  This  was,  in  his  opinion,  suf- 
ficient to  account  for  the  present  depressed 
state  of  that  most  important  portion  of 
our  cotton  trade.  Such,  then,  appeared 
to  be  the  minor  resources  on  which  they 
had  to  depend.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  not  open  to  us  the  com  trade,  nor 
was  he  able  yet  to  open  to  us  the  sngar 
trade;  these  were  the  minor  aids  which 
diplomacy  and  commercial  treaties  had  to 
offer  to  commerce.  He  hoped  the  right 
boo.  Baronet  would  be  able  to  accomplish 
these  minor  reforms ;  and  since  a  greater 
reform  in  our  commercial  code  could  not 
be  at. present  effected  by  him  in  conse- 
quence of  the  resistance  of  bis  friends,  he 
hoped  that  they  would  finally  be  forced 
upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  by  the 
power  of  his  opponents.  He  had  often 
told  the  friends  of  free-trade  agitation  that 
they  must  rely  upon  themsekes  for  suc- 
cess, and  not  build  on  the  hope  of  their 
cause  attaining  (without  their  own  exer- 
tions) an  ascendancy  in  that  House.  Al- 
ready had  the  efforts  and  reasonings  of  the 
adf  ocates  of  free-trade  wrought  conviction 
on  the  minds  of  many  of  their  former  op- 
ponents, and  those,  too,  who  lived  in 
agricultural  districts,  and  on  whom  it  was 
never  supposed  the  truth  could  dawn. 
But  conviction  had  at  length  reached  them, 
and  he  hoped  the  contagion  would  extend, 
and  that  soon  thev  would  have  a  lar  ^e 
portion  of  the  agricultural  interest  uniting 
with  Uhe  majority,  if  not  the  totality^  io 
the  effort  to  destroy  the  baneful  Corn-law 
colossus  which  had  so  long  been  the  terror 
of  the  land.  But  although  the  country 
bad  not  the  benefit  of  a  direct  trade  in 
corn  opened  with  the  United  States,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  yet 
he  was  pleased  to  think,  that  there  were 
some  symptoms  of  an  indirect  and  some- 
what  oblique  trade  in  corn  with  those 
states  springing  up  through  the  ingenuity 
of  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies.  Papers  had  not  yet  been  laid 
before  the  House,  to  show  by  what  inge- 
nious contrivance  a  sort  of  commercial 
contraband  trade  in  corn  with  the  United 
States  was  to  be  carried  on  ;  and  by  what 
meant  American  com  was  to  insiuuaie 


itself  over  the  boundary  of  Cantda,  aad 
oltimatelv  cooe  within  the  restricted  eoa- 
fines  of  England.  But  he  roost  confess, 
that  next  to  a  direct  practice  of  free-tiwle^ 
this  species  of  contraband  trade  was  llw 
most  desirable  thing  that  could  be  wiriMd 
for.  He  hoped  that  the  consaerce  of  Um 
country  would  thus  find  an  indirect  mmtet 
of  trade  furnished  by  the  ingenioiis  eos- 
trivance,  or  happy  negligence  of  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Secretary  for  the  Colooies.  TIm 
noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  SosderlsBd, 
last  night  dwelt,  in  an  eloquent  and  sble 
manner,  upon  the  distress  of  the  coontry. 
He  would  not  attempt  to  speak  tpoa  a 
theme  which  hnd  been  so  much  aoie 
ably  treated  of  by  that  noble  Loid. 
He  felt  bound,  however,  to  deliver  his 
opinion  candidly,  whatever  might  be  the 
sentiments  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  by  whooa 
he  was  sunounded  ;  and  be  would,  thsre- 
fore,  state  his  conviction,  that  they  Defer 
would  obtain  a  full  and  entire  develop- 
ment of  the  principles  of  free-trade  nnms 
they  were  prepared  to  reduce  the  castosM 
and  excise  duties  to  such  an  extent,  as  to 
relieve  trade  from  many  of  the  bwtheiis 
which  had  hitherto  oppressed  it,  and  to 
impose  increased  and  direct  taxstioo  oo 
the  amassed  capital  of  the  country.  Hob. 
Gentlemen  might  consider  this  a  new  aod 
a  startling  doctrine,  but  he  was  cooviaeed 
they  would  find  it  entertained  by  many  of 
(heir  constituents,  and  it  was  daily  gaiaiof 
ground.  Some  such  remedy  he  was  con- 
vinced was  indispensable,  in  order  loeaa* 
ble  our  manufacturers  to  maiotaia  the 
struggle  in  which  they  were  engaged  with 
the  foreigner.  To  prove  this,  he  woald 
draw  attention  to  the  state  of  the  export 
trade  io  cotton  goods.  Taking  the  yean 
1838  and  1842,  it  appeared,  that  thoagh 
the  amount  in  bulk  exported  had  increased 
very  greatly,  the  value  had  materially  dU 
minished ;  the  labour  was  greater,  while 
the  receipts  were  smaller.  In  1838  we 
exported  171,000.0001b.  of  cottoos,  and 
received  for  them  about  17,000,000/.  ster- 
ling;  in  1842  we  exported  268,000,0001b., 
and  received  for  them  only  about 
15,000,000/.  sterling.  That  was  the 
shortest  proof  of  the  difficulties  we  had  to 
'  encounter  from  the  immense  amount  of 
I  foreign  competition.  The  consequence 
I  was,  that  new  machinery  was  set  to  work, 
to  produce  the  increased  bulk  of  goods 
which  was  required.  Then,  again,  it  was 
well  known  how  much  hand-loon  and 
power- loom  cloths  had  declined.    Takiag 


UBS 


Adjourned 


{Feb.  14} 


Debate, 


586 


up  Bum's  Commercial  Glance^  a  very 
valuable  work,  published  in  Manchester^ 
it  appeared  from  the  statistics  given  there, 
that  the  demand  for  these  cloths  had  fallen 
off  immensely  since  1839.  Another  symp- 
tom of  the  increase  of  competition  was, 
that  the  manufacturer  was  driven  to  work 
up  the  lower  prices  of  cotton,  because  he 
roust  have  cheapness  one  way  or  the  other 
to  enable  him  to  compete  with  the  foreign 
producer.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
R.  Peel),  if  he  mistook  not,  had  received 
an  application  from  the  manufacturers  of 
Leeds,  begging  him  to  reduce  the  duty  on 
sheep's  wool.  The  trade  in  this  article 
had  fallen  greatly.  In  1839.  214,000 
bales  were  imported;  in  1842,  only 
142,000  bales.  The  fact  was,  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  could  not  reduce  the  duty 
on  sheep's  wool,  without  at  the  same  time 
reducing  the  duty  on  cotton  wool,  and 
this  he  must  do  sooner  or  later;  for  it 
would  be  absolutely  necessary,  he  would 
find,  to  abolish  the  duties  not  only  on 
these,  but  on  all  raw  materials,  in  order  to 
enable  our  manufacturers  to  compete  with 
the  foreigner;  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  have  to  combine  with  a  repeal  of 
the  duties  on  raw  materials,  that  of  the 
duty  on  the  subsistence  of  the  people,  the 
raw  material  of  labour  itself.  The  existing 
struggle  of  the  manufacturers  pointed  to 
legislation  in  two  directions — a  reduction 
of  the  excise  and  customs  duties,  and  a 
reduction  of  the  duties  on  raw  materials, 
and  on  the  means  of  subsistence  of  the 
operative.  Indeed,  there  were  those  who 
thought  that  it  would  be  good  for  the 
country  if  those  two  ancient  institutions, 
the  Excise  and  Customs,  were  abolished 
altogether.  He  did  not  go  quite  so  far  as 
that;  but  he  thought  they  might  be  reduced 
to  a  very  considerable  extent,  with  signal 
advantage  to  the  country.  He  did  not  go 
so  far  as  some  persons,  but  he  said  that 
the  tendency  of  legislation  in  future  must 
be  towards  the  reduction  of  indirect  tax- 
ation. To  fortify  himself  on  this  point, 
he  turned  to  a  very  eminent  authority, 
who  seemed  to  have  anticipated  the  griev- 
ances we  were  suffering  and  the  times  in 
which  we  lived.  Mr.  Huskisson,  in  a 
speech  on  the  distress  of  the  country  oeli- 
vered  in  the  year  1830,  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  probably  recollected^  said 
that  he  felt  himself  bound,  by  a  sense  of 
public  duty,  to  ask  the  House  whether 
they  could  give  adequate  relief  unless 
they  emoved  the  pressure  on  that  part  of 


the  national  capital  which  was  devoted  to 
the  employment  of  abour,  by  placing  a 
part  of  its  burthen  on  that  part  which  was 
not  so  engaged.  Mr.  Huskisson  went  on  to 
recommend  direct  taxationas  a  means  of 
increasing  the  consumable  power  of  the 
country,  and  to  declare  that  if,  at  any  fu- 
ture  day,  a  sense  of  public  interest  should 
induce  the  Government  to  act  on  those 
views,  he  should  give  them  his  cordial  as- 
sistance. Now  this,  which  was  said  in 
1830^  might  very  reasonably  be  applied 
to  our  situation  in  1843.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  still  preserved  a  mysterious  si- 
lence on  the  subject  of  the  Corn-laws; 
another  year  of  agitation,  must  elapse  be- 
fore anything  was  to  be  done ;  for  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  while  he  declared  that 
he  would  not  alter  the  Corn-laws  had  ap- 
pended two  significant  words — "  at  pre- 
sent.'' The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  thus 
held  out  hopes  to  the  advocates  of  free 
trade  on  the  one  hand,  while  he  allayed 
the  fears  of  his  agricultural  supporters  on 
the  other ;  but  he  conceived  that  this 
could  not  go  on  long.  If' it  was  justice 
to  continue  the  Corn-laws,  it  was  injustice 
to  the  agricultural  interest  to  keep  them 
in  suspense.  At  present  they  did  not 
know  whether  they  stood  on  a  sliding 
scale  or  terra  Jirma,  He  trusted  that, 
by  another  year,  agitation  would  be  so 
generally  spread  that  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet would  not  be  able  to  resist  the  pres- 
sure upon  him.  By  repealing  those  laws 
he  would  open  new  markets  for  our  pro- 
duce, and  by  diminishing  the  pressure 
of  indirect  taxation  he  would  increase  the 
power  of  consumption  in  this  country, 
and  render  the  manufacturer  more  com- 
petent to  enter  upon  the  struggle  with  fo- 
reigners. He  would  be  more  likely  by 
these  means  to  scatter  food  through  the 
population  than  by  any  other.  These 
were  the  demands  of  justice,  they  were 
the  demands  of  sound  policy  ;  and  he 
believed  that,  before  another  year  was  past, 
all  classes  of  monopolists,  whether  in  that 
House  or  the  other,  would  be  forced  to 
give  way,  and  the  measures  he  had  ad- 
verted to  pressed  upon  Parliament  by  the 
people  acting  with  the  energy  and  unani- 
mity arising  from  a  sense  of  the  justice  of 
their  demand. 

Mr.  Liddell  said,  that  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  make  out  from  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member,  who  had  just  addressed  the 
House,  any  argument  in  support  of  the  pre- 
sent motion.    It  appeared  to  him^  that  the 
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present  motioti  was  neitber  more  nor  less 
thad  a  rote  of  confideDoe  or  of  want  of  cod- 
fidence  io  her  Majesty's  GoTeromeDt.    He 
mpprebended,  that  nobody  could  imagine 
that  the  distress  which  prevailed  in  the 
country  could  be  in  any  way  alleriated  by 
an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  that  distress 
by  a  committee  of  that  House.     Only  that 
it  would  take  up  too  much  of  the  public 
time,  that  it  might  be  taken  as  a  want  of 
confidence  in  her  Majesty *8  Gorernment, 
and  be  should  be  glad  that  the  noble  Lord 
carried  this  motion^  just  to  see  what  he 
could  make  of  it.     He  trusted^  however, 
that  the  House  would  reject  the  motion  by 
a  large  majority.     The  hon.  Member  who 
had  just  sat  down,  as  far  as  he  understood 
his  speech,  instead  of  expressing  want  of 
confidence  in  her  Majesty's  Government, 
in  the  course  of  his  argument  approved  of 
the  course  they  had  pursued*  though  he 
wished  they  had  proceeded  with  greater 
rapidity.      He   would,   therefore,    rather 
apply  himself  to  the  speech   which  had 
been  delivered  by  his  noble  Friend,  the 
Member  for  Sunderland,  when  introducing 
his  motion.     It  was  not  the  first  time  that 
he  had  stood  in  opposition  to  the  noble 
Lord,  and  he  was  always  to  be  respected 
by  his  opponents  for    the    ability,    the 
honesty,   the  integrity,  and  singleness  of 
purpose  by  which  the  noble  Lord  was  dis- 
tinguished in  all  transactions  whether  in 
public  or  in  private  life.     He  was  sure, 
that  in  any  observations  which  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  make,  the  noble  Lord  would 
give  him  credit  for  acting  in  accordance 
with  those  fiselings  of  respect  which  were 
justly  due  to  the  character  of  the  noble 
IsonL    The  stdtements  of  the  noble  Lord 
to  which  he  would  principally  apply  him- 
self, were  those  which  relateci  to  that  part 
of  the  country  with  which  he  himself  was 
more  particularly  connected.     The  noble 
Lord  iiad  ullude<l  to  the  condition  of  Sun- 
derland which  he  admitted  was  fiir  from 
satisfactory,  and  also  to  the  condition  of 
the   two  great    agrictiltural  counties   of 
Northumberland  and  Durham  as  the  foun- 
dation  for  his  motion.     With  respect  to 
the  condition  of  the  port   of  Sunderland, 
he  was  not  pre|»ared  to  dispute  the  facts 
adduced  by  the  noble   Lord,  but  he  was 
prcfiarcd  to  state  other  facts  in  explanation 
of  them.     It  was  well   known,    that  the 
prodpirity  of  the  |H»rt  of  Sunderland  de- 
|N>nde<l  on  two  branches  (»f  trade,  namely, 
the  coal  trade  and  shipping.     The  difficul- 
ties which  the  coal  trade  at  present  sufifercd 
were  difficulties  cororoou  to  many  brioches 


of  trade.     These  difficulties  arote  tnm 
the  immense  competition  that  preftUad  ui 
every  branch  of  that  trade  which,  wilkia 
the  last  few  years,  it  had  been  thoughi 
oflFered  such  inducenients  to  the  employ* 
ment  of  capital,  that  an  immenaa  anout 
of  capital  was  invested  in  coal-mioes^  and 
almost  every  portion  of  the  exteoaiva  ooaU 
field  of  Durham  had  been  ooosaanaatly 
brought  into  productioo.    The  ooble  Leva 
was  aware,  that  all  the  coal  from  tba  dia* 
trict  south  of  the  Wear,  and  a  great  daal  of 
coal  from  the  coal-field  north  of  the  Wear» 
had  heretofore  come  to  the  port  of  Siiiider* 
land.   But  the  noble  Lord  waa  also  awara, 
that  with  respect  to  a  great  portion  of  the 
coal  from  the  district  north  of  the  Waar^ 
since   the  establishment  of  certain  lail* 
ways  coal   was  transferred    to  the  river 
Tyne,  because  its  port  was  fbmid  to  be 
more  convenient  and    oommodioua    thao 
the  port  of  Sunderland.     The  noble  Laid 
was  also  aware  that,  within  a  few  years 
back,  the  port  of   Seaham    harbour   had 
been  also  established,   and    that   all  the 
coal  from  the  extensive   collieries  of  the 
Marquess  of  Londonderry,  by  whom  the 
harbour  was  completed,  were  now  bcought 
to  that  port.     The  noble  Lord  must  dao 
know    that  upon  the  line  of  ooast,  aot 
more  than  twenty    miles    from  Sttoder- 
land,  a  new  harbour — that  of  Hartlepool 
had  been  established.     It  was  to  be  re« 
collected,    that  to  those  causes    waS|  In 
some    degree,  owing  the  decline  of  the 
prosperity  of  Sunderland.     Besidea  tUa, 
within  the  last  few  years,  the    port  of 
Hartle|KX>l  had  risen  into  rapid  and  cam^ 
siderable    importance.      That    town    had 
some  time  ago  felt  anxious  to  be  disoiNi* 
nected  from  the  port  of  Stockton,  aid  had 
made  an  application  to  that  effect  to  her 
Majesty's  Government,  resting  ita  daias 
on  the  importance  of  its  trade»  and  iha 
amount  of  business  now  transacted  ia  the 
port  of  Hartlepool.     The  memorial  waa 
signed  by  the  merchants,  baakara,  ship- 
owners, and  others  interested  in  the  trade 
of  the  port  of  Hartlepool.     The  memorial 
8iatcd  that,  in  former  days,  Hartlepool  waa 
an   important  maritime  station,  but  thai 
for  centuries  it  had  declined,  and  in  1692 
it  was  little   more  than   a  fishing  towa, 
and  at  this  time  it  was  at  its  lowest  poieU 
In  that  year  a  company  was  formed  for  the 
formation  of  docks  and  a  rail  way^  which  ca»* 
nects  Hnrtlepool  with  valuable  coal  mioai^ 
for  the  shipoaent  of  which  Hartlepool  afivd- 
ed  a  great  fiicility.  He  Mould  ask  the  Uoiiaa 
to  attend  to  the  progrem  of  thia  Iowa,  aad 
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they  would  see  that  the  depressed  state  of 
Suoderland  was  owing  not  so  much  to  the 
general  condition  of  the  country  as  to  other 
circumstances  affecting  its  trade.  In  1835 
there  were  only  three  sloops  registered 
for  the  port  of  Hartlepool.  In  1843  there 
were  ninety  ships,  the  tonnage  of  which 
amounted  to  20,180  tons;  and  repre- 
senting a  capital  of  208,800/.  In  1842 
2,678  ships  with  559,766  tons  of  coal 
cleared  coast-wi&e,  and  41,994  tons  of 
shipping  entered  the  harbour  for  re- 
fuge from  that  port.  Since  the  tariff,  67 
British  and  141  foreign  ships  had  cleared 
from  Hartlepool  for  foreign  ports.  When 
the  House  had  heard  so  much  of  the  state 
of  Sunderland,  it  was  right  that  it  should 
be  shown,  on  the  contrary,  that  although 
Sunderland  had  become  depressed,  in  the 
?ery  same  time  the  trade  of  Hartlepool  had 
increased.  It  was  quite  true  that  the  coal 
trade  was  considerably  embarrassed,  and 
why?  Because  there  was  an  amount  of 
speculation  in  that  trade,  and  an  amount 
oJF  capital  in  rested  and  powers  employed  in 
the  raising  of  coal,  which  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  say,  were  adequate  to  supply 
double  the  demand  for  that  article  in 
England  and  the  rest  of  the  world.  In 
consequence  of  these  circumstances,  the 
coal  owners  were  compelled  to  enter  into 
an  agreement  amongst  themseWes  to  ap» 
portion  the  supply  to  the  different  col- 
lieries in  some  proportion  to  the  demand, 
and  their  respective  powers  of  supply. 
The  embarrassment  in  the  coal  trade  did 
not  arise  in  consequence  of  the  existing 
state  of  the  country,  but  from  particular 
circumstances  connected  with  that  trade. 
The  noble  Lord  stated,  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  that  the  coal  duty  imposed  last  year 
had  greatly  augmented  this  embarrassment. 
It  was  not  for  him  representing  the  consti- 
taency  that  he  did,  to  say  anything  in  sup- 
port of  that  duty.  He  trusted  that  the  Gro- 
▼ernment  would  not  continue  that  duty  for 
a  longer  period  than  the  circumstances  of 
the  country  require.  But,  at  the  same 
time  he  felt  grateful  to  the  Goremment 
for  the  concessions  they  had  made  last 
year,  in  consequence  of  the  representations 
urged  upon  them.  They  might  congra- 
tulate themselves  that  they  had  made  those 
concessions,  for  if  they  had  persevered 
in  the  scale  of  duties  originally  proposed, 
the  produce  would  have  been  nil;  but  he 
believed  that,  under  the  scale  of  duties 
that  had  been  determined  upon,  little,  if 
any,  reduction  in  the  amount  of  coals  ex- 


ported would  take  place.  Id  answer  to 
this  part  of  the  statement  of  the  noble 
Lord  he  would  refer  to  the  condition 
of  the  port  of  Newcastle.  At  a  dinner 
held  in  Newcastle,  a  short  time  ago,  to 
celebrate  the  anniversary  of  the  establish, 
ment  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  that 
town,  the  collector  of  customs  in  returning 
thanks  for  his  health,  made  a  statement, 
which  showed  that  the  trade  of  that  port 
had  improved.  The  hon.  Member  read 
the  statement,  which  showed  an  in- 
crease in  the  customs  duties  of  that  port 
for  the  year  1842,  as  compared  with  1841 
of  23,000/.,  the  customs  duties  for  1841 
being  409,815/.,  and  those  for  1842 
432,787/.  With  regard  to  the  quantity 
of  coals  exported  from  Newcastle  in  the 
first  half-year  of  1842,  prior  to  the  new 
impost,  no  less  than  490,150  tons  was 
exported,  being  the  largest  amount  ever 
exported  in  the  same  period ;  but  in  the 
succeeding  half-year  after  the  imposition 
of  this  tax,  there  was  an  export  of  301,850 
tons,  which  seems  a  proof  that  the  duty 
will  not  ruin  the  export  trade.  The 
statements  that  he  had  made  were  per* 
fectly  conclusive  as  to  the  condition  of 
the  ports  of  Newcastle  and  Hartlepool; 
and  as  the  noble  Lord's  arguments 
drawn  from  the  depressed  condition  of  the 
port  of  Sunderland  would  seem  to  imply 
the  evidence  of  general  distress  in  the 
north  of  England,  it  was  but  fair  to  admit 
that  these  accounts  indicated  a  more  fa- 
vourable prospect.  At  the  same  time,  he 
(Mr.  Liddell)  was  sorry  to  say,  that  no 
less  than  5,000  persons  were  now  in  the 
receipt  of  in-door  and  ont-of-door  relief 
in  the  town  of  Newcastle,  which  showed 
that  the  labouring  classes  were  not  exempt 
from  heavy  pressure.  The  noble  Lord  had 
alluded  to  the  fall  of  wages  and  the  increase 
of  the  rates  in  the  borough  of  Sunderland, 
but,  with  respect  to  the  increase  of  rates, 
it  should  be  recollected  that  those  rates 
were  not  merely  the  poors -rate,  for  they 
also  included  the  borough-rate,  the  police- 
rate,  the  expense  of  the  annual  registra- 
tion of  Parliamentary  and  municipal  elec- 
tors, the  expense  of  the  registration  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths.  The  noble 
Lord  had  stated  that  he  considered  that  the 
New  Poor-law  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
distress  of  the  country.  He  differed  from 
that  opinion.  He  had  been  sorry  to  see  the 
New  Poor-law  introduced  into  the  north 
of  England,  where,  however  applicable  to 
other  parts  of  the  counlryi  it  was  not  re- 
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qonred.     That  law  was  carried  oo  bj  an 

expensive  oucbiQery,  aikd  a  lar]ge  eaub- 
I  ah  meat,  a  ad  that  Urze  addit»3oal  ex- 
pcftie  coold  not  be  mai.taiiied  oat  of 
the  poor-rates  wrhoot  either  aa  increase 
of  cheir  anoant  or  a  dimfootioo  of  the 
amooot  of  relief  afforded  to  those  wbo 
were  to  receire  it.  The  ooMe  Lord  had 
also  alloded  to  the  namber  of  aninhabfted 
hooaea  in  the  town  of  SaoderlaDd;  bat 
let  nrj4  the  House  be  onder  the  idea 
that  those  were  houses  which  had  been 
deserted  bj  their  former  iobabitaDta. 
He  had  been  assared  that  the  rage  for 
house  building,  like  the  rage  for  ship 
building,  had  been  carried  to  a  great 
extent  in  Sunderland,  and  many  of  those 
new  hoases  were  nerer  inhabited.  The 
aame  had  happened  in  Newcastle,  where 
whole  streeta  had  been  built,  and  though 
one  could  not  help  admiring  the  improre- 
ments,  it  was  impossible  not  to  regret  the 
want  of  prudence  in  building  houses  which 
there  was  no  likelihood  of  being  inhabited 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  The  noble  L4>rd 
aliuied  to  the  prevalence  of  agricultural  ii^ 
tress  in  Nortbumberland,and  to  the  reduced 
price  of  stock  ;  but  some  of  the  nobie  Lord's 
arguments  on  thi»  h€«d  supplied  their  own 
answer.  Toe  noble  Lord  had  admitted 
hb  belief  that  the  new  tariff  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  depressed  price  of  stock. 
In  that  opinion  he  (Mr.  Liddell)  con- 
curred. H<f  had  conrcrsed  with  manr 
intelligent  agriculturists,  who  were  aware 
that  that  depression  was  owing  to  the  state 
of  the  manufacturing  districts,  and  to  the 
reduction  of  the  waj^es  of  the  labouring 
classes.  The  fears  from  foreign  com  peti- 
tion were  now  at  an  end,  as  it  had  been 
shown  that  the  agriculturints  of  this  coun- 
try had  little  to  dread  from  tlie  impf^^rta. 
tion  of  foreign  cattle.  The  noble  f»rd 
was  obligefl  to  rest  his  case,  with  res|)cct 
to  the  farmers,  not  so  much  on  thcexiriting 
diificulticH,  as  on  those  difficulties  which 
might  be  expected  to  arise.  He  was  sure, 
that  whenever  thosic  difficulties  sliouhl 
arise,  the  lanrilonls  would  be  willing  to 
bear  their  full  share— that  they  would 
feel  that  thcv  were  eintjarked  in  the 
aame  Iwat  with  their  tenants,  and  that 
their  intere^th  *ierc  the  same.  He  was 
Mirv  that  in  the  piirt  of  the  country  with 
which  he  wa»  acquainted,  the  lan(llord> 
would  be  prepared  to  render  every  assist- 
ance to  their  tenants  and  to  licar  their  full 
iihare  of  any  dithcultieH  should  any  Mich 
arise.  The  noble  Lord  had  spoken  of  a  re- 
medy  for  the  distrcaa  that  existed,  and  said 


I  that  the 
be  esufgcd-    No  doobc  thii 
would  afford  a  rcnedy.    bat  the 
powers  of  |ic»jductio«  which  thii 
posKScd  would   be  aUe  to 
aoT  new  dfind  ia  a  Tcnr  short 
friead,  with  whoa  he  was 
the  soljiect 

well  aoi|iiauitcd  with  the 
tre  counrrr,  Bade  oae  of  the 
expressioo,  that  '^  if  to  Mumr 
establish  a  railway  coauBimicitkM  vhh  the 
planets  Jupiter  and  Satnrs,  mmk  ismmk 
those  pboets  filled  with  a  pnpnlitiw  m 
want  of  all  the  neceaurks  of  Kfe,  tka 
country  would  be  able  to  glut  their  wmm^ 
kets  in  the  course  ai  six  weda."*  AlthiMgh 
therefoffe  it  was  the  duty  of  that  Howa 
and  of  the  GovernBent  to  make  cwr 
effort  for  the  extensioo  of  our  trade  with 
foreign  ooontrics,  still  those 
should  be  accompanied  with  cantaon, 
we  must  on  no  account  sacrifice 
and  substantial  adTantaget  in  the 
suit  of  an  object  more  or  leas 
and  uncertain.  He  cootended  that  the 
noble  Lord  had  altogether  £uled  to  BdHB 
out  his  case,  and  that  he  had  Oferhiohed 
altogether  two  or  three  importaot  CHS- 
siderations  connected  with  the  difioakics 
of  the  country.  He  (Mr.  Liddell)  h^ 
no  hesitation  in  asserting  that  tiie  de* 
fkrient  harrests  of  the  last  fire  yean 
something  to  do  with  the  present 
It  was  impossible  not  to  adnit  that  tiie 
real  income  of  the  country  had  aaftrad 
diminution  to  the  extent  of  ooe-fifth  aa* 
nually,  and  however  the  defideucy  of  pro- 
duce might  hare  been  supplied,  pwuru 
would  ineritably  be  felt  from  to  large 
and  continued  a  dericiency.  There  was 
another  cause  which  had  not  been  suffi- 
dentlv  alluded  to,  namelf  —  the  ioaa- 
cial  derangements  of  the  United  States 
and  the  cessation  of  our  trade  with  that 
country,  fn  1834  the  declared  ralne  of 
fHjr  exports  to  the  L'nited  States  was 
6.844,000/.,  in  1S35  it  was  lO.OOO.OOQL,  in 
183(>  it  was  l*J,42o.OOO/.  Ut  the  House 
see  what  a  stimulus  this  must  hare  givea 
t4>  the  manufactures  of  this  country.  But 
let  them  mark  the  change  which  had  taken 
place  in  1837.  The  ^-alue  of  our  exports 
to   the    United    Sutcs   in    1S37    foil   to 


n  a 


4,.50O.00O/.,  in  1838  it  was  7,500,000/., 
in  1839  it  was  8..s39,0(JO/.,  and  in  1840, 
the  last  year  for  which  he  could 
return,  it  was  only  '>, 2^3,000/.  But 
that  peri«K],  the  destruction  of  all 
rities  whatever  in  tlie  United  States  had 
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caused  a  complete  iDterniption  of  com- 
merce. The  mode  in  which  the  merchants 
of  the  United  States  traded  with  this 
country  was  as  follows :  —  A  merchant 
from  New  York  came  to  Liverpool  or  Lon- 
don, and  obtained  credit  for  certain  sums 
in  this  way.  He  obtained  permission  to 
draw  bills  on  respectable  houses  in  London, 
or  some  other  town,  payable  at  three  or 
six  months,  and  for  which  accommodation 
he  paid  1  per  cent.  With  these  bills  he  went 
to  Manchester^  and  as  these  bills  were  con- 
sidered almost  in  the  light  of  ready  money, 
he  obtained  goods  on  advantageous  terms. 
Those  goods  were  immediately  shipped  to 
America,  where  they  found  a  ready  sale, 
and  the  money  was  returned  to  the  ac- 
ceptors of  the  bills  in  this  country  before 
the  bills  were  presented  for  payment.  The 
American  merchants,  in  order  to  obtain 
those  bills,  brought  as  security  over  with 
them  shares  in  the  American  stocks,  or 
railways  or  canals,  which  at  the  time  were 
considered  good  security,  but  at  present 
nothing  whatever  would  be  given  on  the 
credit  of  American  paper.  The  discredit 
is  universal,  and  the  stagnation  complete, 
not  for  want  of  orders,  but  for  want  of  con- 
fidence, as  the  parties  giving  them  possess 
no  credit^  and  can  offer  no  security.  It 
was  easy  to  see  that  the  interruptions  of 
the  trade  heretofore  carried  on  with  the 
United  States  must  have  had  considerable 
effect  in  producing  the  depression  that  pre- 
vailed amongst  our  manufacturers.  Look- 
ing at  the  trade  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  returns  to  this  country,  it  was 
not  too  much  to  say,  that  the  loss  of  this 
trade  was  one  main  cause  of  the  manu- 
^turing  distress  of  the  country.  There 
was  another  cause  which  had  not  been 
alluded  to> — namely,  the  Income-tax  ; 
but  all  who  knew  the  state  in  which 
the  finances  of  the  country  was  left  by 
the  late  Government,  would  concur  at 
once  in  the  opinion  that  the  present  Go- 
vernment had  acted  most  patriotically  in 
imposing  that  tax  upon  property.  Let 
the  House  contrast  the  conduct  of  the 
respective  Governments  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  and  see  whether 
such  a  contrast  will  not  teach  us  to  cling 
with  the  more  alFection  to  our  own  insti- 
tutions, rather  than  desire  to  exchange 
them  for  a  form  of  Government,  depending 
solely  on  the  unstable  will  and  capricious 
passions  of  the  people.  A  few  years 
since^  the  United  States  treasury  con- 
tained forty  millions  of  dollars  ;  now, 
they  were  unable  to  pay  even  the  just 


interest  on  their  debts ;  which  arose  from 
the  incapability  of  the  Government  of  that 
country  to  tax  the  population.  He,  there- 
fore, called  on  the  House  to  express  their 
confidence  in  the  Government  who  had 
so  nobly  vindicated  their  title  to  gorem 
the  country,  by  meeting  the  evils  which 
threatened  to  destroy  its  prosperity. 
He  (Mr.  Liddell)  should  not  then  enter 
into  any  discussion  on  the  .question 
of  the  Corn-laws,  nor  advert  to  them 
further  than  to  declare  his  firm  belief 
that  nothing  would  be  productive  of 
more  difficulty,  more  alarm,  and  greater 
mischief  to  the  community,  than  any  vaciU 
lation  in  the  measures  of  the  last  year  on 
that  subject.  He  spoke  for  a  numerous 
agricultural  body,  as  well  as  for  himself, 
when  he  said  that  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  declarations  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet on  that  point  -,  and  he  would  add* 
that  the  more  the  character  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  attacked,  the  more 
determinedly  would  they  rally  round  him, 
and  support  him  with  their  votes,  and,  if 
necessary,  with  their  fortunes.  They, 
the  Conservative  party,  had  constituted 
that  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  defender  of 
the  ark  of  the  copstitution  ;  and,  however, 
his  character  might  be  undermined  by  un- 
worthy insinuations,  or  his  life  threatened 
by  open  violence,  they  would  continue  to 
defend  him  as  long  as  Providence  should 
grant  him  health  and  strength  to  support 
the  difficulties  and  labours  of  his  respon- 
sible position.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  (Mr.  Liddell)  should  oppose  the  motion 
of  the  noble  Lord. 

Lord  Worsley  understood  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down  to  im- 
ply that  the  motion  to  be  decided  that 
night,  was  not  to  be  considered  solely  on 
the  grounds  on  which  it  was  brought  for- 
ward by  the  noble  Lord  below  him,  but 
also  as  a  vote  of  confidence  or  of  no  confi- 
dence in  her  Majesty's  Government.  He 
thought,  that  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
recollected  the  terms  on  which  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House 
were  returned,  that  they  were  sent  to  op- 
pose a  ministry  which  had  proposed  an 
alteration  in  the  Corn-laws ;  and  if  he  now 
appealed  to  the  country,  he  would  find  that 
there  was  not  the  same  confidence  in  her 
Majesty's  present  Ministers  which  the  Rffri- 
cultural  party  held  at  the  last  election. 
He  believed,  that  the  agriculturists  had 
not  the  same  confidence  as  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  had  just  sat  down  in  the  right 
hon.  Baronet.  Hebelieyed^  that  what  the 
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boo.  Gcntlenu  bad  left  out  of  hit  new  j  Hoom  did  Koord  in  tb«  ouuiim,  ahhaagb 
tb^  bad  mark^  wetL     It  was  laid,  tbat    i)„j  did  not  plainly  rtate  it.  tbat  it  vmH 
be  better  for  the  couatrj  if  a  d 


were  taken  by  tbe  GonsnoMBt  with  ■•• 
■tpect  to  the  Coni-lawa,  and  if  tbw  did  aat 
liear  tlie  right  boo.  Geotleawi,  Vbm  Vwm- 
Piewdent  of  the  Boaid  of  Trade,  caUiag 
he  late  Cora-lawa  a  t 


tbe  state  of  tbe  country. 

tbe  GouoUT,  except  by  the  latt  speaker 

bad  been  aanitted  by  all  who  bad  spoken, 


many  Membera 
would  attribute  ibe 

Meh  a  remedy  in  a  change,  and  a  large  pa>^ 
tion  of  tbe  other  side  of  tbe  Hosae  wanU 
be  of  a  different  opinion.  la  bet,  diet  it 
would  only  be  e  Corn-law  defaete  ie  a 
aonmittee,  and  tbe  reaalt  would  be.  Aat 
the  committee  would  do  oatbi^  Ha 
dtould  be  only,  theidbre,  holdieg   i 


He  1 


■orrr  that  be  must  gi' 

of  the  agricultural  districts. 


In 
th  vhith  be  was 

as  such  distress 


the  pert  of  tbe  country 
connected,  there  oerer 
known  at  any  previous  time  ;  many  were 
oat  of  employment,  and  many  who  were 
employ^  rec^red^  reduced  wages ;  be- 
cause it  was  coosidered  br  tbe  ^mera 
better  to  employ  the  workman  at  low 
wages,  than  to  ^ve  tbe  same  wages  as 
formerly,  and  do  with  one  or  two  hands 
less.  In  bis  o>&  county — and  be  believed 
tbat  the  same  thing  extended  to  other 
counties,  where  there  bad  been  an  inteu' 
tion  of  improTtng  the  land  by  drainage — 
tbe  farmers  baawuted  to  see  hnw  tbe 
wind  would  blow,  before  they  laid  out 
tbeir  money  in  improTementi.  He  be- 
liered,  thefcre,  that  great  as  was  the  dis- 
tress of  tbe  manu&cturers,  the  distresi  of 
tbe  agriculturisU  was  as  great,  and  would 
be  more  deeply  felt.  The  question,  how- 
ever, was,  whether  the  House  could,  by 
resolving  itself  into  a  committee,  arrive  at 
tbe  causes  of  tbe  distress  and  discover  a  re. 
medy  for  it.  His  belief  was,  tbat  if  they 
went  into  a  committee  with  the  tIcw  of 
discovering  a  remedy,  they  would  only  see 
certain  Members  on  tbat  (the  Oppositioo) 
side  (rfthe  House  attributing  the  causes  of 
this  distress  to  Ibe  consequences  of  a  bad 
system  of  Com-taws,  and  saying  tbat  the] 
would  be  removed  by  an  altention  of  thf 
system.  His  opinion  was  the  reverse.  Hi 
believed,  tbat  many  on  tltat  side  of  tbi 
House  did  not  agree  with  him,  but  ihai 
Eiwf  who  sat  on  tbe  otbcr  aide  of  the 


it  wae  not  btended  to  make  any  alteration 
in  tbe  Corn-laws  during  tbe  present  Ses- 
aioa ;  but  he  believed  that  it  was  still  tbe 
opinioD  of  tbe  great  body  of  tlie  agricul. 
taiists  that  tbe  distrcas  which  they  bad 

beguo  to  feel  deeply  was  Ukely  to  be  in-     

cresaed  in  cousegnence  of  there  not  being    He  thought,  tbat  it  would  be 
sufficient  confidence  in  the  stability  of  the  |  the  country  if  a  stand  were  takea  oa 
Cora-laws.     They  believed  that  they  bad    Cont-laws.     If  they  wmt  into  eoai 
nut  a  party  in  power  to  resist  any  change    oiany  Membera  on  tbat  side  of  the 
u  the  Corn-laws— tbey  saw  that  this  very 

Ely  had  introduced  a  change,  and  they 
ieved  tbat  this  same  party  would  bring 
focwaid  a  fiirtber  change.  He  was,  how- 
ever, departing  from  vx  question  befbra 
the  Hoote,  which  was,  whether  tbey 
should  reaolre  themselves  into  a  com- 
mittee  of  tbe  whole  House  to  cooudei 
Tbe  distress  of 


enquiry  into  this  distress,  which  i 
mittee  would  not  find  tbe  aseens  of  n- 
aoring ;  and  consequeotly,  altboogh  he 
deplored  the  distress,  he  could  not  eoneat 
to  tbe  committee.  If  be  tbov^t  it  poo- 
sible  for  a  committee  of  the  whole  Hooaa 
to  nropoee  a  remedy— if  be  tboogbl  that 
such  a  committee  could  oome  to  a  practical 
conclusion— be  would  wmre  hisolgectiaM; 
but  be  did  not  believe  that  it  weald  W 
otherwise  than  a  Corn-law  delate.  la  ha 
opiuioo,  they  would  not  be  able  to  get  aajr 
nearer  the  truth,  by  weeks  of  d Jamming  ■ 
the  committee,  than  they  now  weee ;  aad 
he  therefora  felt  it  his  duty  to  Rsiat  the 
motion  of  bis  luble  Friend,  ae  well  ae  the 
amendment  of  the  boo.  &lember  for  K 
borough.  He  knew  that  be  wae  a 
ferently  (ron  those  with  whom  be  i 
voted,  but  he  was  bound  to  act  in  tM 
manner  whidi  be  Ibonght  bea  fat  the 
country,  end  to  give  his  buneat  ofioiso. 

Mr.  Gaffy  JTet^Af  saU,  that  be  ccr- 
umly  did  not  rise  lo  reply  to  Ibe  noMe 
Lord  who  had  just  sal  down,  for  he  wta 
happy  to  find  that,  ou  this  snfaieet.  the 
noble  Lord  coincided  in  opiaioa  with  hioi- 
self,  and  be  would,  therefore,  only  tak* 
leave  to  compliment  him  on  tbe  candoar 
with  which  he  bad  come  to  that  opteioa, 
and  on  the  conrage  with  which  he  had 
avowed  it.  But  be  did  rise,  because  be 
wished  to  make  it  clear,  that  if  be  lefuaed 
to  go  into  committee,  it  was  not  fnn 
any  indifference  to  the  distress  and  prin- 
tioni  uf  the  msnofactorin^  towns— for, 
though  he  did  belong  to  thai  class  which 
Ibe  boo.  Member  for  Stockport  called  "  lb* 
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bftsest  section  of  the  aristocracy, ''  aod 
though  he  was  sent  to  that  House  princi- 
pally by  the  Heads  of  Clay,  yet  he  trusted 
that  he  was  neither  so  foolish  a  man,  nor 
so  bad  an  Englishman,  as  not  to  be  aware 
that  the  real  interests  of  the  agricultural 
and  the  commercial  bodies  were  substan- 
tially the  same,  as  not  to  behold  the  pro- 
longed depression  of  the  manufacturing 
towns  with   the  sincerest  sentiments  of 
sympathy  and  regret.     If  he  thought  that, 
by  going  into  committee,  the  depression 
would  really  be  relieved,  whatever  might 
be  the  inconvenience,  whatever  might  be 
the  toil  to  which  such  an  inquiry  would 
subject  hon.  Members,   he  should  say  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  House  not  to  shrink 
from  the  test.      But  it  appeared  to  him 
that  bis  right  hon.  Friend  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,  had  clearly 
shown  not   only  that  the  existing  evils 
would  be  aggravated  by  such  an  inquiry, 
but  also,  that  the  only  remedy  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  had  to  propose, 
namely,  the  total  and  immediate  abolition 
of  the  Corn-laws,  would  not  be  likely  to 
produce  the  desired  effect.  Such  a  step,  a 
step  which  would  inevitably  displace  a  large 
amount  of  agricultural  labour,  it  would  be 
admitted  on  all  hands,  ought  not  to  be  un- 
dertaken without  something  more  than  a 
hope  of  a  considerable  extension  of  our 
foreign  trade.     But  his  right  hon.  Friend 
had  shown  that,  as  things  are,  not  only 
would  there  be  no  reasonable  hope  of  such 
an  extension,  but  that,   from  the  tariffs 
behind   which   other   countries   had    en- 
trenched themselves,   there  would  be  no 
extension  at  all,  nor  could  we  expect  that 
any  relaxations  of  ours  would  be  followed 
by  corresponding  relaxations  on  the  part  of 
other  countries,  because  the  contrary  had 
taken  place.  The  noble  Lord  who  asked  for 
this  committee  seemed  to  think  that  that 
House  had  the  power,  by  legislation,  to  re- 
move the  distress;  but,  unless  a  British 
act  of  Parliament  would  be  recognised  and 
obeyed  by  the  chambers  of  France  and 
the  congress  of   the   United   States,  no 
good  would  be  done.     He  hoped  that  in 
time,  other  countries  would   arrive  at  a 
more  correct  view  of  their  own  interests, 
but  he  must  say  that  to  seize  this  moment 
for  striking  a  blow  at  the  Home  market 
did  appear  to  him  little  short  of  infatuation. 
The  noble  Lord  in  enumerating  the  causes 
of  the  distress,  would  not  hear  of  over- 
production as  one  of  them,  but  he  had 
aigQed  that  part  of  the  subject  in  a  Tery 


extraordinary  manner.  The  noble  Lord  had 
said  that  he  could  not  understand  what 
would  be  the  inconvenience  of  being  pos* 
sessed  of  a  great  number  of  good  and  useful 
articles ;  but  the  fact  was,  that  we  did  not 
make  those  articles  only  for  ourselves ;  we 
wanted  our  neighbours  to  take  some  of 
them :  and  if,  at  one  time,  we  supplied  our 
neighbours  very  profusely,  they  would  cer* 
tainly  require  time  to  wear  out  those  articles 
before  they  would  buy  any  more.  This  was 
what  he  (Mr.  Knight)  understood  by  over* 
production.    This  he  believed  had  taken 
place  a  few  years  ago  to  a  considerable 
extent;  and  this  he  still  believed  to  be 
one  cause  of  the  present  distress.     Again, 
as  to  machinery,  he  hoped  he  should  hear 
no  more  of  the  plough  and  the  harrow  be* 
cause  some  Gentlemen  on  his  side  of 
the  House  were  of  opinion  that  a  por* 
tion  of  the  distress  might  be  accounted 
for  by  the  improvements  in  machioery; 
but  he  knew  full  well  from  what  he  bad 
seen  at  Nottingham,  that  improvements  in 
machinery  will  account  for  a  portion  of 
the  present  distress.     Nottingham  he  re« 
gretted  to  say,  was  still  in  a  very  depressed 
state ;  but,  in  the  midst  of  this  depressioDi 
there  were  factories  in  full  work,  and  men 
employed  at  good  wages.     How  was  this  ? 
Because  the  masters  of  these  factories  had 
made  most  ingenious  improvements  in  the 
machinery  which  manufactures  lace,  and 
were  able  to  produce  a  very  superior  article 
at  a  very  low  price.    But  the  advantages 
which  these  factories  possessed,  throw  dif« 
ficulties  in  the  way  of  those  who  possessed 
them  not,  and  every  step  in  the  improve- 
ment  of  machinery  had  the  effect  of  dis- 
placing more  and  more  adult  labour.     It, 
therefore,  happened  that,  where  such  im- 
provements were  made,  for  the  few  who 
continued  to  be  employed  there  were  hun- 
dreds who  were  thrown  out    of   work. 
Did  he  say  that  he  would  check  these  ioi* 
provements?     No  such  thing.     But  be 
did  say  that  the  quantity  of  adult  labour 
which  those  improvements  displaced  was 
an  ingredient  in  the  present  distress — that 
there   was  more  labour  displaced    than 
could  be  absorbed  elsewhere,  and  that  be 
feared  this  displaced  labour  would  always 
be  a  subject  of  regret  to  this  country 
unless  relief  could  be  provided  by  a  syste- 
matic plan  of  colonisation,     llie  noble 
Lord  had  asserted  that  the  distress  was 
beginning  to  extend   to  the  agricultural 
districts,  and  wished  us,  for  the  sake  of 
the  agijcultunl  peculation,  to  go  into 
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committee.  The  a^iculturists  were  much 
obliged  to  him  for  bis  solicitude,  but  tbey 
certminly  did  not  desire  that  House  to  go 
into  committee  on  their  accooat.  The 
noble  Lord  had  evea  insinuated  that  a 
farther  alteration  in  the  Com -laws  would 
be  adTaotageons  to  the  cultivators  of  the 
toil — but  they  themselves  happened  to  be 
of  a  different  opinion — and,  since  the  de- 
claration of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
head  of  her  Majesty's  Government  that 
he  does  not  intend  to  make  any  further 
alteration  in  the  Corn-laws,  spirits,  and 
prices  were  beginning  to  rise.  He  thanked 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  for  that  declara- 
tioo,  and  he  assured  him  it  would  secure 
to  him  the  cordial  support  of  a  large  and 
important  portion  of  the  community — and 
io  far  from  agreeing  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Knaresboroogh  in  the  opinion  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  disappointed  the 
hopes  of  those  who  had  placed  him  in 
power,  he  would  not  pass  such  a  libel  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  he  would  not  iro- 
pote  such  sel6shnes8  to  the  agricultural 
body,  as  to  let  it  be  supposed  that,  in  as- 
sisting the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  power, 
they  wished  him  to  do  anything  but  go- 
vern well,  and  consult  the  real  interests  of 
the  whole  community — not,  indeed,  by 
class  legislation— by  such  legislation  as 
would  favour  one  interest  at  the  expense 
of  another — but  by  calmly  inquiring  into 
the  wants  and  claims  of  all,  and  adjusting 
the  balance  between  the  different  interests 
in  the  fairest  possible  manner,  fn  this 
sense  it  was  that  the  landed  interest  had 
accepted  the  measures  of  last  year.  They 
were  aware  that  it  was  desirable  to  obtain 
fresh  outlets  for  our  trade;  they  were 
equally  aware  that  some  protection  was 
necessary  for  British  agriculturists;  not 
from  any  miserable  consideration  of  their 
own  private  advantage,  but  because  they 
knew  that  the  abolition  of  the  Corn-laws 
would  throw  the  whole  country  into  con- 
fusion, would  ruin  at  least  the  present 
generation  of  tenants,  and  displace  a 
larg^  amount  of  agricultural  labour  ;  and 
they  could  not  be  of  opinion  that  any 
advantage  would  be  gained  by  merely 
shifting  the  scene  of  distress.  It  was 
with  these  views  that  they  accepted  the 
tariff  and  the  new  Corn-law,  and  so  long 
as  the  right  hon.  Baronet  continued  to 
them  the  present  protection  so  long  would 
they  do  their  utmost  to  keep  him  in  power 
and  keep  out  those  who,  it  was  clear  would 
'^^hid  them  any  protection  at  all.  The 


noble  Lord  had  said,  "  why  do  yo«  kgii- 
late  for  the  staff  of  life  upon  a  difimBt 
principle  from  that  which  yoo  apply  to 
other  articles?"  The  answer  was  be- 
cause it  is  the  staff  of  life,  and,  thetefoie, 
too  essential,  too  vital,  an  article  to  be 
exposed  to  any  risk.  A  great  nation  bwC 
not  be  entirely  dependant  npon  ocbcr 
countries  for  daily  bread.  And  when  ibt 
noble  Lord  and  his  friends  congraUilntwi 
themselves  on  the  expression  of  '*  lesnpo* 
rary,"  and  anything  which  had  refiefcoct 
to  time  and  circumstance,  that  fell  froa 
the  lips  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  enden* 
vouring,  as  it  was  evident,  to  excite  ainm 
and  mistrust  in  the  minds  of  agricnl- 
turists,  and  increase  the  difficnltiea  with 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  to  con* 
tend — he  could  assure  them  that  that  ez« 
pression  filled  him  (Mr.  Gaily  Knight) 
with  no  alarm — every  thing  miui  be  called 
temporary,  which  is  not  in  its  nature  per- 
petual. What  minister,  what  man,  wonM 
be  mad  enough  to  say,  that  any  law  in  ibe 
statute  book  shall  be  perpetual  ?  Hnown 
life  was  called  a  temporary  trial,  yet  it 
sometimes  lasted  seventy  or  eighty  yean. 
The  present  Government  could  only  bt 
called  the  temporary  Government  of  tbia 
country,  yet  he  trusted  that  it  would  laat 
for  a  considerable  space  of  time,  and  teach 
Gentlemen  opposite  that  things  wbicb 
must  be  called  temporary  may  be  of  m 
very  enduring  kind.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  noble  Lord  should  have  incladcd 
in  his  enumeration  of  the  cansea  of  tbe 
present  distress,  other  cansea  betidet 
those  which  he  had  mentiooed  — be 
should  have  included  agitation.  Tbe  die* 
turbances  of  last  autumn,  by  whooao* 
ever  caused,  and  for  whatever  object,  bad 
checked  the  return  to  prosperity.  Tbe 
drains  from  the  savings*-banks,  if  they 
proved  no  more,  proved  this,  that  the 
operatives  had  thrown  away  upon  objects 
from  which  they  derived  no  benefit,  a 
great  deal  of  money  which  might  have 
contributed  to  mitigate  their  prirationa. 
No  sooner  were  those  disturbances  at  an 
end  than  the  agitation  was  renewed  by 
the  Anti  Corn-law  League— ^n  associa« 
tion  which  he  must  ever  consider  to  be  il- 
legal and  unconstitutional — a  mode  of 
proceeding  which  the  noble  Lord,  who 
was  the  head  of  the  late  Government,  with 
his  usual  frankness  and  patriotic  spirit, 
has  declared  to  be  a  most  improper  mode 
of  advancing  any  question.     He  (Mr. 
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Knight)  would  not  mind  the  tea-drinkings  power  consisted  in  the  extent  of  thatdis- 
to  which  allusion  had  been  made,  or  the  tress ;  the  secret  of  its  authority  lay  in 
large  cards  with  broad  borders,  embel-  the  belief  of  the  people  that  they  had  no 
lished  with  the  countenance  of  a  noble  justice  to  hope  for  at  the  hands  of  that 
Earl  on  one  side,  and  with  the  counte-  House.  And  when  the  hon.  Member  for 
nance  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolver-  North  Durham  asked  him — representing 
haropton  on  the  other.  But  constant  as  he  did  one  of  the  towns  which  had 
appeals  to  the  passions,  constant  mislead-  suffered  most  severely— most  cruelly  under 
logs  of  the  people,  allusions  to  personal  the  consequences  of  the  system  which 
responsibility,  allusions  which  alas!  had  prevailed  —  why  he  voted  for  the  mo- 
not  been  mcde  without  effect,  such  things  t^on  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  what  advantage 
invested  the  Leaguewith  a  most  serious  cha-  ^^ere  would  be  in  the  House  going  into  a 
racter,  and  could  not  be  continued  without  committee  of  inquiry,  and  why  they  should 
producing  the  most  injurious  consequen-  ^P^^^  ^^eir  time  in  fruitless  discussion; 
ecs.  The  presence  of  the  hon.  Member  for  *>e  begged  in  turn  to  inquire  for  what  pur- 
Salford  reminded  him  (Mr.  Knight)  of  a  P^se  was  that  House  Uiere  assembled  ? 
speech  which  had  been  made  by  that  hon.  ^^  held  that  it  was  their  duty  to  endeavour 
Member  at  a  meeting  of  ihe  League  which  ^^  discover  and  to  remove  the  causes  of  the 
took  place  at  Manchester  in  December  prevailing  distress ;  no  one  had  denied  that 
last.  The  hon.  Member  of  course  recom-  ^'^^""^^  ^^^P^  ^?l  T":  Member  himself, 
mended  the  total  abolition  of  the  Corn-  ^^^  *^?  «^.  ^^'^^  ^®  ^^  made  out  was 
laws,  and  added,  that  he  wished  it  to  be  that  of  anisolated  prosperity  of  a  smaU 
immediate  for  the  sake  of  the  agricultu-  distnctin  the  county  which  he  represented, 
rists  themselves.  The  hon.  Member  illus-  and  which  was  but  a  dot  m  the  great  mass 
trated  his  apparently  paradoxical  opinions  jj  general  distress.  England  suffered,  but 
.  .  ^^  hi  h  I  1  Hartlepool  throve,  ine  distress  was  ad- 
u  ^^'A  »« ff^  ^  J  •  «.  .«  ♦  ^  '  mitted  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  and 
He  said  -  If  you  were  gomg  to  cut  off  a  ^^  ,^^^^  thVframers  of  that  document 
sheep  s  tail,  would  it  not  be  much  more  ^^^  ^^P  ^^^^  .^  ^^ich  it  was  drawn,  and  for 
merciful  to  cu  it  off  at  once,  than  to  the  expression  of  sympathy  which  it  con- 
give  the  animal  pain  at  different  times  ^j^ed  for  the  miseries  of  the  people.  But 
But  there  was  another  alternative  which  ^^^  j^  ^e^^^j  j^  that  HouSTto  content 
did  not  appear  to  have  entered  into  the  itself  with  such  a  mere  expression  of  barren 
head  of  the  hon.  Member.  If  the  sheep  commiseration.  Were  they  not  bound  to 
had  been  consulted,  and  could  have  ex-  follow  it  up?  He  maintained  that  to  do 
plained  what  he  would  have  preferred,  he  ^  ^^^i^  ^e  to  discharge  that  only  which 
would  probably  have  said,  '•  Pray  let  my  ^^s  the  legitimate  duty  of  the  House,  and 
tail  alone.  The  meetings  and  operations  j^at  they  were  bound,  in  performance  of 
of  the  League  were  calculated  to  prolong  ^y^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^  into  the  whole  question  of 
the  distress  by  filling  the  public  mind  suffering,  which,  on  all  sides,  was  admitted, 
with  uncertainty,  delusion,  and  alarm.  A  Many  causes  for  that  suffering  had  been 
committee  of  that  House  would  have  a  suggested.  The  Poor-laws  had  been  men- 
very  similar  effect.  If  hon.  Gentlemen  tioned,  and  the  expensive  machinery  ne- 
opposite  would  only  abstain  from  discus-  cessary  for  carrying  that  law  into  opera- 
sions  like  the  present,  and  allow  the  mea-  tion ;  but  he  begged  to  remind  the  hon. 
sures  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  a  fair  trial  Member  for  North  Durham,  who  had 
he  (Mr.  Knight)  was  persuaded  that  we  thrown  out  the  suggestion  that,  in  the 
should  soon  see  the  first  button  appearing  North,  at  all  events,  this  machinery  might 
above  the  waters,  the  promise  of  the  gra-  be  dispensed  with,  that  in  the  report  which 
dual  subsiding  of  that  tide,  which,  at  one  was  made  preparatory  to  the  new  Poor-law 
time,  menaced  destruction.  being  adopted,  Northumberland  was  men- 
Mr.  Ward  was  of  opinion  that  the  hon.  tioned  in  not  very  honourable  terms,  and 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down  had  en-  was  specially  alludg^  to  as  a  locality,  in 
tirely  confounded  cause  with  effect.  The  which  change  was  particularly  required, 
hon.  Member  had  spoken  of  the  Anti-  The  hon.  Member  had  spoken  also  of  the 
Corn-law  League  as  one  of  the  causes  of  building  trades,  and  he  had  said  that  in 
the  depression  of  the  industry  of  the  coun-  Sunderland  this  afforded  no  criterion  of  the 
try.  It  was  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  real  state  of  the  town.  Undoubtedly  that 
League,  instead  of  being  the  cause  of  the  might  be  the  case,  for  it  was  unquestionable 
distress,  was  the  consequence  of  it.    Its  that  the  building   mania  had  in  many 
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mtancet  been  carried  too  far.  Bat  to  come 
toauother  point.  The  hon.  Member  who 
qioke  lait  (Mr.  Galley  Knigbt)  had 
touched  upon  the  dangers  arising  from  the 
improvement  of  machinery,  but  the  hon. 
Gentleman^  before  he  sat  down,  bad  an« 
swered  bis  own  argument,  because  he 
bad  said  that  the  only  trades  with  which 
he  was  now  acauainted  in  Nottingham, 
that  were  at  all  in  a  prosperous  state, 
were  those  in  which  the  most  recent  im« 
prorements  in  machinery  bad  been  effected, 
and  which  were  consequently  enabled  still 
to  make  a  profit  by  employing  their  hands. 
No  one  would  deny  that  the  immediate 
consequences  of  any  new  improrement  in 
machmery  would  be  to  create  a  pressure 
upon  that  particular  branch  of  the  labour- 
ing classes  immediately  connected  with  the 
class  of  articles  produced  by  such  ma« 
cbinery ;  but  to  talk  of  limiting,  or  re- 
stricting, the  productire  powers  of  the 
country  would  be  to  commit  an  act  of  felo 
de  ie.  Where  would  such  a  limitation 
9top-— where  must  it  commence  }  Would 
the  hon.  Member  himself  give  up  his  agri- 
cultural machinery,  histhreshing  machine, 
his  improved  ploughs?  Was  the  prin- 
ciple to  be  applied  to  the  manufacturing 
and  not  to  the  agricultural  classes  ?  He 
tliought  that  it  was  evident  that  whatever 
advantages  other  countries  might  possess 
—although  we  might  have  to  compete 
with  lower  wages,  with  better  climates  and 
saperior  soil  —  yet  that  the  last  thing 
which  should  be  attempted  wasany  measure 
which  should  have  the  effect  of  putting  a 
•top  to  our  productive  powers.  But  the 
boo.  Member  had  said  that  he  was  ner'- 
ibctly  satisfied  with  the  declarations  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  that  so  long  as 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  tier 
Majesty's  Government,  adhered  to  his  pre* 
sent  oourse,  he  fthould  lie  assured  of^  bis 
support.  The  hon.  Member,  naturallv 
•Dough,  wished  to  drive  a  bargain  with 
his  leaders.  He  repudiated  the  idea  that 
the  measures  of  the  Government  had  only 
a  temporary  character,  but  for  the  sake  of 
greater  security,  he  said,  (that  if  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  at  the  commencement  of 
every  Session  would  only  make  a  state- 
ment similar  to  that  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  now  made,  and  would  assure 
him  that  he  intended  to  continue  the  |N>licy 
which  he  had  recently  adopted,  he  should 
always  receive  the  bon.&lerober's  suppitrt. 
That  waa  the  condition  on  which  the  hon. 
il— iha^  W(Oiild  §iv«  his  support  to  the  G^ 


vemment.  The  hon.  Gentleman  spoke 
with  authority,  in  the  name  of  the  uugt 
agricultural  body  with  which  ha  waa  now 
connected,  and  which  he  said  ww  alan 
quite  satisfied  with  the  Government  Be 
thought,  however,  that  it  would  bt 
wise  in  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  re- 
flect whether  he  could  comply  with  tlie 
conditions  proposed,  for  they  wma  alto* 
gether  inconsistent  with  tkie  principles 
announced  by  the  right  boo.  Gentlensao, 
who  spoke  fast  night,  (Mr.  Gladstone), 
and  he  could  only  express  his  ainoeie 
hope,  not  treating  this  as  a  party  qiiet- 
tion,  and  not  caring  which  party  waa 
in  pouer,  so  long  as  the  distresses  of  the 
people  were  relieved,  that  the  right  hoe. 
Baronet  on  this  question  would  not  give 
the  country  only  the  benefit  of  bis  prin- 
ciples, and  his  own  immediate  suppoiten 
the  advantage  of  his  practice.  He  maia- 
tained  that  the  country  was  entitled  to  the 
fair  application  of  the  principles  advanoed 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet ;  and  showing,  aa 
he  should,  a  mass  of  suffering  which  waa 
absolutely  appalling,  he  only  cipresaed  a 
natural  anticipation  when  he  dedaied  kia 
conviction  that  the  Government  could  not 
take  upon  itself  the  responsibility  arisieg 
from  the  continuance  of  such  a  state  ef 
things,  by  refusing  to  carry  out  its 
principles,  or  consequently  give  ita 
sion  to  a  stationary  policy  such  ae  that 
which  would  aecure  for  them  the  votae  ef 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Nottiogu 
ham  and  his  firiends.  He  would  b^  now 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  GoverenMet  to 
the  fiu:ts  upon  which  he  rested  this  belief, 
as  regarded  the  town  of  Sheffield.  Be 
did  not  want  to  exaggerate,  or  over-stale, 
the  case— -for  exaggeration  never  helped 
a  bad  cause*  and  always  hurt  a  good  out. 
The  facU  which  he  should  state,  if  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  and  the  right  bee. 
Gentleman  were  sincere  in  tbeff  prtnei- 
ples,  would  force  them  to  reuxNuraer  the 
possibility  of  their  takinp^  a  stand  on  tlie 
poor  pittance  of  commercial  retbros  hitherto 
given  to  the  country.  When  he  had  first 
known  Sheffield,  in  the  year  1836,  there 
was  not  he  believed,  a  single  able-bodied 
man  of  good  character  out  of  empk>yflBent ; 
there  were  300  houses  building,  and 


fort  and  respectability  were  generally  dif- 
fused ;  the  payments  to  the  casoai  poor, 
which  must  arise  in  all  towns  of  a  popu- 
lation of  100,000,  amounted  to  13iL  ISs. 
weeklvt  and  no  more,  and  there  waa  not 
then  in  England,  he  believed,  a  worfcieg 
|iopulatioo  posasissd  of  the  aaase  meaua  ef 
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comfort.  From  1836,  he  would  pass  over  I 
three  or  four  years  during  which  the 
prosperity  in  Sheffield  first  sustained  a 
check.  Undoubtedly  the  financial  em^ 
barrassments  of  America,  to  which  allu* 
sioD  had  been  made,  had  had  a  good  deal 
to  do  with  the  distress  which  arose  io  the 
course  of  that  time.  But  he  would  come 
to  the  year  1839.  That  was  a  very  bad 
year,  and  1840  was  worse;  and  just  at 
the  very  moment  when  the  price  of  bread 
waa  increased  to  nearly  double  what  it  had 
been  three  years  before,  the  demand  for 
labour  was  reduced,  and  the  rate  of 
wages  became,  consequently  proportionately 
low.  In  January  1842,  wheat  was  655.  2a. 

Ser  quarter;  a  sum  of  1,400/.  was  raised 
y  voluntary  subscription  for  the  relief  of 
the  people ;  the  weekly  payments  due  to 
the  casual  poor,  in  the  month  of  February, 
amounted  to  178/.;  in  March,  to  194/.; 
in  April,  to  278/.  In  the  month  of  May 
there  were  in  the  Sheffield  poor-house 
580  inmates;  and  the  payments  to  the 
casual  poor  amounted  to  333/.  At  this 
very  time  large  payments  were  made  by 
all  the  trades'  unions  which  were  possessed 
of  funds,  with  a  view  to  the  parishes  being 
relieved  of  the  immense  burthens  that  must 
otherwise  have  fallen  on  them,  and  from  this 
source  alone  20,000 /.were  paid  in  the  course 
of  three  years.  In  July  wheat  wasat675.8d; 
the  weekly  payments  to  the  casual  poor 
reached  441/.;  in  August  wheat  was  at 
65f.  per  quarters  the  weekly  payments 
amoanted  to  492/.,  and  there  were  sup- 
posed to  be  mt  this  time  3,000  adult  men 
and  1,500  women  unemployed^  In  Sep- 
tember and  October  the  following  report 
was  made  by  a  charitable  society,  which 
could  not  be  suspected  of  any  political 
taiat,  for  the  report  was  signed  by  a  gentle- 
man whose  authority  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site would  not  dispute,  for  he  was  as  good 
a  Conservative  as  any  of  them. 

**  Sept.  6lh.— Average  price  of  wheat,  52s,  Ad, 
•p*7tb.  Sheffield  poor ;  Id  the  house,  585 ;  ca- 
sual poor,  week's  payments,  503/.  Ecclesall 
poort  In  house,  374  ;  out-payments,  132/. 

"  Oct.  5th. — Sheffield  Poorhouse :  Inmates, 
536 ;  casual  poor,  467/.  Ecclesall  union :  In  the 

house,  452 — against  258  last  year ;  out^poor, 
121/. 

Report  of  bettering  society:  Since  the 
year  1837,  there  has  been  manifestly  a  most 
disasterous  turn  in  trade,  and  manufactures 
herst  not  the  consequence  of  a  sudden  shock 
itauL  violent,,  and    temporary   derangement, 


traceable  to  obvious  causes,  severe,  and  heavy 
for  a  while,  as  on  former  occasions,  for  which, 
if  slowly,  yet  surely,  amendment  followed,  but 
a  progressive  decay,  like  the  fatal,  and  insidi- 
ous symptoms  of  consumption  in  the  human 
frame,  tending  towards  inevitable  destruction. 
The  oldest  inhabitant  of  Sheffield  cannot  re- 
member a  crisis  of  calamity  so  general,  and 
apparently  so  hopeless,  as  that  which  has 
come  upon  us.  The  labouring  classes  have 
been  going  down  into  abject  destitution.*' 

This  Report  was  signed  by  Mr.  Montgo- 
mery, whose  name  and  reputation  were 
known  to  the  House.  In  November  a  sum 
of  250/.  was  granted  by  the  London  Ma- 
nufacturers* Relief  Committee,  and  some 
little  relief  was  afforded  by  the  fall  in 
price  of  wheat,  which  now  reached  an 
average  price  of  46«. ;  but  there  were  on 
the  19th  of  that  month  in  the  Sheffield 
poor-house  615  inmates,  besides  1,083 
Casual  poor ;  the  payments  to  the  Casual 
poor  amounted  to  420/.,  and  the  trades* 
unions  stated  that  the  funds  altogether 
applied  to  the  relief  of  the  unemployed 
poor  amounted  to  29,356/.  during  the  last 
four  years  and  a-half.  In  December  wheat 
was  475. ;  the  weekly  payments  to  the 
casual  poor  were  412/.  in  amount ;  a  sum 
being  thus  paid,  in  one  week,  only  212/. 
short  of  the  whole  amount  paid  in  one 
year  in  1836*  Now,  had  things  improved 
in  the  last  year?  At  a  meeting  (^  the 
Sheffield  Banking  Company,  on  the  27th 
January,  a  report  was  read,  which  stat^, 

''The  period  comprised  in  the  report  whleh 
the  directors  have  now  to  lay  before  you  has 
been  one,  as  you  all  know,  of  continued  com- 
mercial embarrassment  and  depression.*' 

The  Sheffield  and  Rotherham  Banking 
Company  had  also  made,  in  Jan.  1843,  a 
report  containing  the  following  passage :«« 

"  In  presenting  the  Seventh  annual  report  of 
the  affairs  of  the  bank,  the  directors  have  again 
to  deplore  the  continuance  of  commercial  de- 
pression and  embarra^ment  in  every  branch 
of  trade.** 

And  this  was  signed  by  six  directors,  all 
of  whom  were  j^)od  Conservatives.  So 
much  for  the  banking  interests  in  and  about 
Sheffield.  With  regard  to  house  property, 
there  never  had  been  any  building  qaania 
in  that  town.  In  1837,  there  were  only 
300  houses  building.  At  the  present 
moment,  these  were  3,400  houses  ante- 
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Mated  And  m  gentlemin^  io  vhon  he 
liad  tbe  greatest  coofideooe,  and  who  was 
ponesed  of  manj  homeiy  had  written  to 
hiaiiothe  fisllowiDg  tenns : — 

**  I  hate  DOC  at  this  momeDt  a  tingle  tenant 
who  is  not  in  arrears  with  his  rent — some  two, 
ocbeii  three  half  years,  and  I  believe  this  to  be 
the  general  condition  of  the  town." 

Another  leading  merdiant  wrote, 

''  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  affiurs  of  this 
town  are  worse  and  worse,  and  no  appearance 
of  improrement.  The  distress  is  intense,  and 
increasing.  The  sums  raised  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  are,  1840,  26,000/. ;  1841  35,000/. ; 
1842  52,000/.  ;  and  if  we  measure  what  this 
year  will  be,  by  what  the  months  of  NoTcmber, 
December,  and  January  last  have  been,  1843 
will  gire  64,000/.;  I  fear  it  wiJ  give  more, 
not  le».    It  is  positively  fearfal." 

He  had  reoeired  also  a  return  of  the 
present  state  of  the  Sheffield  and  Ecdesall 
unions,  down  to  the  4th  February  last, 
showing  the  payments  to  the  casual  poor, 
and  the  numbers  of  able-bodied  paupers. 
The  return  of  the  Sheflield  union  was  as 
follows : 

SHEFFIELD  VVIOV,  COSTAIVING  TOWaSHIPS  OF 
SHEFFIELD,  ATTERCLIFFE,  AWD  BEIGBTSIDE, 
AMD  THE  PARISH  OF  HAKDSWORTU:^ 
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Jan. 

n 

Fdn 

4. 

PsymatitoeMiMl     £ 
poor i     505 

Nwntar  of  abto- 
bodM   1*171 

£ 
509 
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£ 
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£ 
496 
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£ 
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It  was  stated,  also,  that  a  considerable 
number  of  able-bodied  artisans  were  work- 
ing as  labourers  on  the  Sheffield  and  Man- 
diester  railway,  and  thus  the  casual  pay- 
ments were  kept  down  by  70/.  or  80/.  per 
week.  The  other  return  which  he  would 
lay  before  the  Hotise  was  this — 

ECCLESALL  UNION,  COVTAIMNG  TOWNSHIPS  OF 
ECCLESALL,  UPPER  AND  HETHER  UALLAM, 
NORTON,  UEAUCHIEF,  AND  DORE. 


But 
letters  from  working  men  in  tlw 
who  stated  tlw  sofcugs  which 
now  to  undergo,  which  showed  the 
less  state  to  which   all  daaae 
dnoed,  and  exhibited  a  state  of 
depression  of  the  asost  heartfCBdiag 
racter.    One  d  thea 
there  was  nothing  but 


*^  Increasing  misery,  iocreaaiag 
increasing  crime,  with  decrcviDg  riaployil^ 
decreasing  capiul,  decreasing  hope,  and,  ahova 
all,  decreasing  religion  and  morality ;  and  the 
industrioQs  classes  see  not  merely  their  do* 
mestic  comforts  and  respectability  annihilated^ 
but  their  power  to  pordiase  the  commonest 
articles  of  food  or  clothing  destroyed. 


Jan.  7. 

14.  ••••,. 
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SS. 
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Out  Paymcnta. 

Samt  wlu 

1843. 

of  1849. 
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80 

136 

88 

145 

83 

166 

93 

141 

93 

la  Paupcn. 
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Upwards  of  1 ,000  &milies  were  still 
ported  bv  their  trades  in  lieu  of  leceifiag 
parochial  relief,  and  from  this  source  tbej 
obtained  %s.  per  week,  which,  howefer, 
was  to  pay  their  rent,  their  rates,  (ibr  in 
Sheffield  erery  man  not  actiudly  reoeiring 
parish  relief  was  rated),  and  to  procure  the 
necessaries  of  life ;  ^  and  yet,"  it  wis  sud 
by  his  informant, 

**  Th'is  they  prefer  to  parish  relief,  and  to 
the  wretchedness  of  windering  oter  the  roads 
and  streets  with  a  broom  or  rake,  with  empty 
bellies,  in  storms  and  cold,  and  what  is  even 
worse  to  the  sensittre  and  once  indcpeadeat 
mind  of  a  skilled  mechanic  who  has  lited  in 
comfort  and  respectability  for  36  or  30  year^ 
the  degradation  which  they  actually  feel  whea 
forced  to  stoop  to  parish  relief." 

These  were  feelings,  in  whidi  he  thought 
that  eFeryMember  of  that  House.on  whick- 
erer  side  he  sat,  must  deeply  sympathise. 
They  might  disagree,  but  nobody  eooM 
help  feeling  the  deepest  commiseratioo 
for  a  whole  population,  thus  reduced  to 
misery  without  any  fiiult  of  its  own  } 
He  beliered,  that  it  was  the  anxious 
wish  of  her  Majesty's  Goremment  that 
some  remedy  aihould  be  derised;  hut 
was  it  consistent  with  this  destie,  that  a 
motion  like  the  present,  directed  to  the 
very  object,  which  all  must  hare  in  new, 
should  be  met,  and  got  rid  of,  upon  a  aiser« 
able  ground  of  technicality,  that  the  eoa* 
mittee  was  not  the  best  means  of  attaining 
the  desired  end  ?  The  distress  was  uov 
reaching  all  parties,  and  thoae,  who  not 
long  since  hau  deemed  themselfea  secove 
I  from  all  apprehension  on  this  score,  aov 
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found  themselves  deeply,  and  seriously,  | 
affected.  Even  the  ngriculturists  found  ; 
that  they  were  not  proof  against  its ' 
attacks.  Hoir  did  the  case  stand  ?  Some 
of  the  trades  and  manufacturesof  Sheffield  ' 
were  of  a  nature  lo  attract  many  of  the  j 
respectable  ordera  of  society;  and  the  sons,  | 
or  relatires,  of  agriculturists  from  the  ad- 
joining counties  of  Derby  and  Nottingham 
had  found  their  way  to  that  tovn,  and 
found  profitable  and  respectable  employ- 
ment in  its  manufactures.  It  had  been 
said  that  the  trade  was  dependent  upon 
the  opulent  and  the  home  market  only ; 
and  it  vas  naturally  supposed  that  while 
the  prices  of  home-grown  provisions  were 
high,  employment  wovid  be  plentiful ;  but 
they  noiv  found  that  this  was  a  com- 
plete mistake.  Of  the  siher-platers  and 
saw-makers,  who  had  been  formerly  in 
employment,  not  one-6fth  could  now  find 
work,  and  many  of  these  only  for  a  few 
days  a  week.  The  reaction  then  made 
itself  felt  upon  the  land.  An  informant 
wrote  to  htm, 

"These  two  trades  are  generally  supplied 
by  ihe  sons  of  respecl.tbie  families  from  coun- 
try districts,  well  educ.ilrd,  and  who  give  pre- 
miums with  them.  Of  fifteen  young  men, 
iriio  have  just  served  their  lime,  three  are  par- 
tially employed,  four  sre  upon  Ihe  parisli,  and 
eight  have  returned  to  iheir  parents  or  friend*, 
or  fifly-oae  who  liave  come  of  age  in  Ibe  last 
two  years,  only  seven  are  partially  employed — 
Ihe  rest  are  living  either  upon  ihe  parish  oi 
their  friends.  There  are  ten  other  trades  still 
supporting  iheir  own  poor,  1,000  femilies, 
averaging  four  in  each,  subsisting  upon  Ii,  3d. 
per  week  per  head." 

Thus  it  was  tliat  the  agriculturists,  who 
had  sought  to  engage  in  this  species  of 
trade,  had  been  tlisappointed,  and  were 
driven  back  by  wants  which  ihey  had 
themaelvea  excited  to  seek  relief  and  sup- 
port from  their  relations,  or  from  their 
own  parishes.  With  these  facts  before 
them,  hon.  Gentlemen  would  agree  with 
him  that  the  motion  was  for  an  inquiry 
into  the  gravest  subjects  which  could 
be  brought  before  the  House.  They  had 
told  the  people  of  England— Mr.  Pitt 
had  told  the  people,  that  Parliament  was 
omnipotent — that  there  was  nothing  that 
it  could  not  do,  and  that  when  difhcul- 
ties  arose  it  was  the  duty  of  Parliament  to 
remove  them.  Did  modern  Toryism  abjure 
tbeae  principles  ^    Unhappily  they  had  the 
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power  to  do  mischief,  if  not  to  do  good. 
They  had  the  power,  as  the  people  felt, 
of  Htandiog  between  them  and  the  tvages 
of  their  tuboiir;  they  had  the  power  10 
cripple  the  hopes,  and  the  industry,  of  the 
country ;  tbey  built  a  wall  between  the 
people  and  the  food  which  they  might 
obtain  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  and 
they  now  refused  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
sequences of  their  own  acta.  How  could 
they  nonderthat  the  working  classes  should 
believe  that  Parliament  was  negligent  of 
their  interests,  and  that  they  could  never 
have  fair  play  until  they  were  fairly  and 
fully  represented  P  When  they  saw  that 
every  advantage  was  taken  of  the  difier- 
ences  of  party  feeling,  and  of  political  pre- 
judices, to  refuse  them  redress,  they  would 
still  more  firmly  entertain  this  belief. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  says 
that  this  is  not  the  proper  mode  of  gain- 
ing the  object  in  view  ;  and  if  the  right 
hou.  Gentleman  meant  that  it  would  have 
been  better  for  the  noble  Lord  to  have 
come  forward  with  a  definite  propositioD, 
he  mast  suy  that  he  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  regretted  that  the 
noble  Lonl  had  not  done  so  ;  for  this  waa 
not  a  question,  which  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  go  ofi'  upon  vague  professions  of  liberal 
views,  or  equally  vague  statements  as  to 
the  intentions  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. But  this  was  a  fault  of  which  the 
Vice-president  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ought 
to  be  the  last  man  in  the  House  to  com- 
plain. They  had  had  plenty  of  ingenious 
arguments  from  the  right  hon.  GenSeman; 
but  if  he  made  use  of  any  expressions  de> 
noting  a  liberal  view,  he  invariably  looked 
round  to  assure  his  supporters  that  the; 
must  not  be  alarmed  at  them,  for  that 
practically  tbey  meant  nothing ;  if  he  made 
8  concession,  it  was  always  accompanied 
by  some  qualication  to  convince  his  friends 
that  it  would  not  he  carried  out.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  applied  the  term 
"  temporary  "  last  night  to  the  Corn-laws. 

Mr.  W.  Gladstone  said,  that  he  used  the 
term  geDcrally,  as  applied  to  the  Corn- 
laws  and  to  all  commercial  laws. 

Mr.  ^arcf  understood  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  used  the  term  merely  as  applied 
to  the  Corn-law  of  last  year,  and  if  he 
had  mistnkeu  him,  he  had  done  so  in 
common  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
had  just  addressed  the  House,  and  who 
liad  thought  it  necessary  to  affix  his  own 
interpretation  to  the  term.  The  language, 
however,  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wu 
altogether  so  diluted  that  even  when  h« 
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laid  down  a  sound  principle  it  was  A^ 
stroyed,  or  explained  away,  before  he  had 
done  with  it.  No  casuist  in  the  world  could 
have  more  ingeniously  contrived  to  fritter 
awav  by  explanation  whatever  appeared, 
at  nrst,  to  be  bold.  Indeed,  in  every  in- 
stance, the  right  bon.  Gentleman,  seemed 
alarmed  at  the  admissions  that  he  made. 
And  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
turned  to  those  behind  him,  to  explain 
what  he  had  said,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman must  have  observed  that  the  right 
hon.  Barer et  was  still  more  alarmed 
than  himself  at  the  difficulties  in  which 
he  had  involved  himself.  The  conduct 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  last  night 
recalled  to  his  recollection  the  observa- 
tion of  Lord  Byron  as  to  the  meaning 
of  the  word  "  sublime."  That  noble 
poet  said  that  he  did  not  know  what  was 
meant  by  being  sublime,  and,  on  having 
a  passage  of  his  own  pointed  out  to  which 
the  term  was  applied,  and  was  asked  for  an 
explanation,  replied  that  he  did  not  him- 
self understand  the  meaning  of  it.  ''I  can- 
not say  that  I  quite  understand,  my  own 
meaning  when  I  would  be  very  fine."  Such 
was  the  mode  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man appeared  to  deal  ^  ith  the  principles 
which  he  laid  down ;  for,  the  moment  he 
uttered  a  sound  principle,  he  clogged  it 
with  so  many  reservations,  and  qualifica- 
tions, that  nobody  could  tell  what  it  was 
really  worth.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  said  elsewhere,  if  not  there,  that  the 
first  iKMtuIate  to  get  rid  of  the  present 
difficulties,  and  to  remove  the  commercial 
distress,  was  the  extension  of  the  markets. 
As  for  the  preference  of  a  home  over  a 
foreign  market,  which  some  Gentlemen 
contended  for,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
well  knew  that  it  was  a  perfect  absurdity. 
He  believed  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
fully  appreciated  the  truth  of  this  principle, 
and  he  uared  to  say,  would  not  only  admit, 
the  truth  of  it  at  some  future  day,  but  that 
he  would  be  prepared  to  act  upon  it.  He 
had  no  doubt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  say  that  the  great  object  in  commerce 
was  to  obtain,  whenever  they  could  be 
obtained,  such  articles  as  were  required,  by 
an  exchange  beneficial  to  both  parties, 
that  is  to  say,  by  such  an  exchange,  as 
would  rc-pn)duce  on  both  hides  something 
more  than  the  cost  of  pnxluction  ;  and  that 
for  this  object  you  shouldgo  to  those  markets 
where  these  articles  were  pnNluctul  at  the 
chea|M*st  nite.  Tliis  was  peculiarly  applica- 
ble to  an  iclo  of  such  gi*neral  and  iu*ees- 
<  tioD  as  fowL    The  right  hon. 


Gentleman  had  said  this  meet  foreiUy 
where»  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  tii 
was  not  distant  when  he  would  make  a  nmi. 
lar  avowal  in  that  House.    No  doubt,  boir. 
ever,many  hon.Gentlemen  opposite  thoufbt 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  alreadj 
mischief  enough  to  answer  for  in  wiiat  hie 
expressed  last  last.  The  right  hon.  Gentle. 
man  last  night  observed  that  the  reducHoo 
of  the  timber  duties  had  been  beneficial  to 
the  importer  more  than  to  the  eooai 
as  the  price  of  that  article  had  not 
materially  lowered.    The  right  hoo.  Ooo- 
tleman,  also,   indirectly,  referred  to  tlie 
commercial  treaty  with  Russia.  HedU  not 
deny  that  the  treaty  with  Rusna  wit  a 
good  treaty  as  far  as  it  went.  It  waa  frmmod 
on  the  principle  of  carrying  the  produce  of 
the  two  countries  in  the  cheapest  manner 
from  the  one  to  the  other,  but  in  the  pro- 
sent  state  of  things  there  was  nothing  to 
carry.    At  present  the  treaty  waa  little 
better  than  so  much  waste  paper.     If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  prepaiod 
to  propose  the  introduction  of  com  firoai 
Russia,  thev  could  then  have  seen  the 
beneficial  efllects  that  were  likely  to  fellow 
from  this  treaty,  and  the  advantagea  that 
would  result  from  this  change  in  the  navi- 
gation laws,  by  allowing  the  ships  <Mf  oadi 
state  to  be  plaoed  on  a  footinff  of  redpiocitj 
in  the  harbours  of  the  other.      But  the 
treaty  related  merely  to  the  machinery  of 
the  carrying  trade,  when    there  waa  b 
point  of  fact  nothing  to  carrv.    He  Coaied 
that,  as  regarded  the  United  Statet,  Eng- 
land had,  by  her  absurd  policy,  boih  op 
a  wall  to  exclude  herself  from  any  eztensivo 
commercial  relations  with  thatcountry.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  talked  of  theiniqoitjr 
of  the  American  tariff }   but«  ander  that 
tariflF,  the  highest  duties  imposed  were  not 
above  30,  or  40,  per  cent.      He  adaitlcd 
that  the  American  tariff  waa  moat  abeurdf 
and  that  it  had  been  enacted  on  meet  aia- 
taken  prindplea ;  but  still  it  wm  not  mm% 
absurd  or  more  objectionable  than  ouuiyof 
our  own  duties  iu  this  country.    What  waa 
thecasc  as  regarded  the  com  of  America  ?  If 
the  price  of  com  in  many  of  the  Wettem 
,  states  of  America  were  taken,  and  they 
I  were  the  great  producing  states  for  food, 
'•  it  would  be  found  that  the  protecttfo  duty 
imposed  by  the  Com-law  of  last  year  was 
upwanls  of  90  per  cent,  of  the  value.     He 
was  the  more  disjNMied  to  dwell  upon  thia 
absurdity,  because  Sheffield  was  destrmred 
by  the  lot«  of  the  American  trade.    tIm 
right  bon.  (rentleman  must  beavars  that 
•  the  articles  produced  at  Shefiifhi  wen  of 


613 


Adjourned 


{Feb«  14} 


Debate. 


614 


a  peculiar  class,  they  were  formerly  most 
exteosively  exported  to  America.  The 
trade  of  Sheffield  existed  in  the  same 
articles  that  were  produced  there  ten 
years  ago^  but  the  manufacturers  of  that 
place  had  been  cut  up  root  and  ^branch, 
m  consequence  of  the  interference  of 
the  Legislature  with  the  trade  with 
America.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  must 
recollect  the  deputation  that  waited  upon 
him  last  year  from  the  Corn-law  League, 
when  one  manufacturer  connected  with 
Sheffield  stated  that  if  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  prepared  to  propose  a  change 
of  the  Corn-laws  at  once,  that  he  would^ 
without  the  slightest  delay,  take  100  addi- 
tional men  on  to  work,  for  if  the  Corn- 
laws  were  got  rid  of  or  modified,  he  should 
be  perfectly  certain  to  find  a  market  for 
e^ery  thing  that  he  could  produce.  The 
▼ery  existence  of  Sheffield  depended  upon 
the  course  which  the  House  should  deem 
it  expedient  to  take  with  regard  to  the 
Corn-Jaws;  and  t»hen  the  hon.  Member  for 
Nottinghamshire  said  that  he  did  not  re- 
gard these  laws  as  perpetual,  but  as  of  a 
nature  which  should  not  be  changed  within 
his  own  time,  it  must  be  clear  that  he  and 
those  who  entertain  the  same  opinions  as 
himself,  must  be  prepared  not  only  to  let 
the  trade  of  Sheffield  be  destroyed,  but  the 
trade  of  many  other  places,  which  never 
could  flourish  until  the  Corn-laws  were  re- 
pealed. At  present,  much  that  was  formerly 
an  open  trade  was  now  closed  to  us,  and 
the  evil  results  from  our  bad  policy  were 
oontinually  increasing.  The  chief  impulse 
to  every  branch  of  trade  was  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  labouring  classes  by  a  cheap 
price  of  food.  He  confessed  that  he  should 
go  into  committee,  if  it  were  granted,  with 
very  definite  views.  He  supposed  that 
Gentlemen  opposite  would  not  let  them 
have  a  committee,  but  the  responsibility  of 
that  refusal  would  rest  on  them.  It  was 
not  by  vague  expressions  of  sympathy  that 
the  grievances  of  the  people  could  be  got  rid 
of,  or  that  they  coula  be  satisfied,  and  still 
less  by  such  accusations  of  violence  and 
rioting  as  had  been  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Nottinghamshire.  There  was 
something  odious  in  the  charge  which  had 
been  brought  against  those  who  had 
agitated  for  the  repeal  of  the  Com  -laws, 
of  having  been  the  occasion  of  the  distur- 
bances that  occurred  last  year.  It  was 
more  odious  still  to  insinuate  that  the  agi- 
tation of  the  question  was  connected  with 
recent  events  which  all  must  deeply  de- 
plore.    Nothing  could  be  more  untrue; 


but  nevertheless^  when  whole  classes  had 
been  driven  to  despair  in  consequence  of 
the  distress  to  which  they  had  been  re- 
duced, this  individual  might  well  account 
for  the  acts  of  violence  that  had  been  com- 
mitted It  had  been  twice  attempted  in 
the  course  of  this  debate  to  connect  the 
agitation  for  the  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws 
with  the  circumstance  to  which  he  had  ad- 
verted, but  it  was  most  short-sighted  to 
attribute  to  political  feeling  an  act  of  sheer 
insanity,  which  every  political  party  must 
condemn.  The  agitation  for  the  repeal  of 
the  Corn-laws  arose  simply  from  a  feel- 
ing that  prevailed  as  to  the  injustice  of 
these  laws,  and  they  might  depend  upon  it 
that  so  long  as  that  sense  of  injustice  exist- 
ed in  the  minds  of  large  bodies  of  persons, 
there  would  be  agitation ;  but  although  this 
might  go  on  they  need  not  fear  violence 
from  those  who  merely  expressed  their  ho- 
nest conviction  as  to  the  course  to  be  pur- 
sued. Hitherto  the  people  had  not  heard 
anything  that  could  reasonably  be  expected 
to  satisfy  them  from  the  leaders  of  that 
House ;  and  practical  men  would  not  be 
content  until  they  saw  some  prospect  of 
the  evils  under  which  they  suffered^  being 
redressed.  The  intelligent  classes  knew 
that  the  continuance  of  protection  for 
agriculture  as  it  was  called,  had  crippled 
every  branch  of  our  manufactures,  and  bad 
shut  us  out  from  the  trade  of  many  of  the 
most  important  markets  in  the  world. 
The  existence  of  the  Corn-laws  had  driven 
the  English  manufacturers  from  GenDany* 
and  had  given  rise  to  an  extensive  combi- 
nation in  that  countrv  to  exclude  our  pro* 
duce  I  and  if  these  laws  were  allowed  to 
continue,  they  would  most  certainly  be 
productive  of  the  same  results  elsewhere. 
As  to  the  hostile  feeling  which  was  said  to 
pervade  the  American  tariff,  he  believed 
that  if  the  English  Government  and  Legis* 
lature  manifested  a  disposition  to  get  nd  of 
the  Corn-laws,  and  thus  throw  themselves 
into  the  scale  of  that  party  io  the  United 
States  which  was  opposed  to  the  tariff*, 
he  had  little,  or  rather  no  doubt  whatever 
as  to  a  successful  exertion  being  made  to 
get  rid  of  it.  The  House  might  depend 
upon  it  that  if  this  country  gave  up  her 
Corn-laws,  the  United  States  would  give  up 
their  tariff*.  This  system  of  legislation  in 
both  cases  had  resulted  from  parties  having 
a  want  of  knowledge  of  their  own  interests, 
and  it  had  been  productive  of  mischief  and 
illiberality  in  both  instances.  We  bad  seen 
what  had  occurred  in  Germany  in  our  own 
times,  and  with  our  own  eyes,  and  similar 
X2 
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migchierous  consequences  as  regarded  the 
manufactures  of  this  country  were  growing 
up  in  America,  with  a  certainty  of  the 
same  result.  He  entered  his  protest 
against  this  being  treated  as  a  party  ques- 
tion. He  did  not  care  who  were  in  office, 
for  if  any  Government  were  prepared  to 
act  upon  good  and  sound  principles,  he 
should  give  th^m  his  support.  He  had  often 
differed  from  his  friends  near  him  when 
they  were  in  office,  and  he  should,  under 
the  same  circumstances,  do  so  again.  But 
he  protested  against  the  notion  of  a  change 
which  was  to  be  brought  about  only  by  the 
revolution  of  ages^  or  as  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  had  said,  at 
some  commercial  millenium,  the  date  of 
which  no  man  could  predict.  He  could  not 
help  feeling  that  such  a  suggestion  was  an 
insult  to  the  working  classes,  whose  condi- 
tion 80  loudly  claimed  the  attention  of  the 

House. 

Mr.  jy Israeli  said,  that  the  objection  of 
he  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  against  the 
isolated  instance  of  prosperity,  adduced  in 
the  case  of  Hartlepool,  by  his  hon.  Friend, 
the  Member  for  Durham,  was  not  very  fair 
or  very  felicitous ;  for  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sheffield  himself  had  argued  throughout 
his  whole   speech   from  a   particular  in- 
stance, that  of  the  town  he  represented. 
Moreofer,  it  was  the  noble  Lord  who  in- 
troduced the  motion  who  had  originated 
this  style  of  argument,  and  his  hon.  Friend 
has  only  brought  forward  the  instance  of 
Hartlepool  to  explain  and  refute  the  case 
of  Sunderland  adduced  by  the  noble  Lord. 
The{noble  Lord  had  taken  a  "  single  cap- 
tive,** he  had  dwelt  on  the  sufferings  of 
Sunderland  in  minute  detail,  and  as  far  ns 
his  general  conclusions  were  founded  on 
that  particular  instance,  he  (Mr.  D*lsraeli) 
must  say,  that  he  thought  the  reply  of  his 
hon.  Friend  was  not  only  fair  and  justi- 
fiable,  but  most  appropriate  and  effective. 
It  would,  indeed,  be  an  entire  answer  to 
the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord,  if  that  mo- 
tion did  not  in  fact,  involve  a  much  more 
comprehensive  question,  one   which  was 
not  to  be  decided  by  any  isolated  case. 
Hfl  would  not,  on  the  present  occasion,  at- 
tempt to  investigate  the  origin  of  the  dis- 
tress, the   prevalence  of  which  was  now 
universally  recognised.     But  he  would  ob- 
serve, that  that  origin  must  be  sought  in 
no  tingle  cause,  but  in  a  complication  of 
causes ;    some  vast,   some  comparatively 
minute,  but  all,  with  a  simultaneous  ac- 


pressiog  on  our  industry  in    a  manner 
perhaps  unprecedented  in  the  history  of 
our  commerce.     He  would  address  him- 
self strictly  to  the  question   before    llie 
House,  and  he  apprehended  that  to  be  the 
following :— "  Is  it  possible  or  politic,  by 
any  sudden  and  extraordinary  means  to 
extend  the  commerce  of  this  country  as  a 
remedy  for  the  present  distress  ?"  That  be 
inferred  to  be  the  real  question  from  ibe 
somewhat  desultory  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord :  it  was  distinctly  recognised  as  the 
real  question  by  his  right  hon.  Friend,  the 
Vice-President   of  the  Board   of  Trade. 
He  must,  in  the  first  place,  protest  against 
the  policy  that  would  apply  one  remedy 
to  every  market  which  we  possess,  bow- 
ever  varying  and  contrary  in  their  charac- 
ter our  markets  might  be.     Our  markets 
might  fairly  be  divided  under  three  gene- 
ral  heads^our   European   markets;  the 
markets  of  the  East :  and  the  markets  of 
the   New   World.     The  respective  prin- 
ciples on   which    commercial    operations 
must  be    carried  on  in   these    markets 
were  of  a  very  distinct  character.     In  Eu- 
rope, we  addressed  ourselves  to  sodetiea 
as  ancient  and  as  advanced  as  our  own ; 
scarcely    less   instructed   and   informed; 
where   the  sciences  and  the  arts  equally 
flourished;  and  where  analogous  manners 
had  produced,  in  general,  the  same  classi- 
fied interests.     In    forming    commercial 
connections  with  such  states  it  was  oMons 
that  we  could  only  proceed  by  Negotiation. 
Diplomacy  stepped  in  to  weigh  and  adjust 
contending   interests,   to  obtain    mutual 
advantages,  and  ascertain  reciprocal  equi- 
valents.   Our    commerce    with    Europe 
could  only  be  maintained  and  extended 
by  treaties.    The  hon.  Member  for  Dum- 
fries, who  was  no  admirer  of  treaties  of 
commerce,  had  with  some  inconsistency 
enquired  of  the  Government,  why  we  had 
no  commercial  convention  with  Holland, 
which  would  have  secured  to  us  the  trade 
with   Java?     He  would   tell   that    hon. 
Member,  why  we  did  not  enjoy  the  Java 
trade.     It  was  because  at  the  Congress  of 
Vienna   our  interests  were  entrusted   to 
individuals  who,  like  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Dumfries,  had  a  great 
contempt  for  treaties  of  commerce.     At 
that   time  everything  was  sacrificed   for 
what  was  called  political  objects  ;  and  to 
create  the  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands,  to 
secure   the  union   between  Holland   and 
Helf^ium,   England   relinquished  Java  to 


tion,  even  though  unconnected  together,  |  Holland    without    terms,    and    Holland 
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secured  a  monopoly  of  her  Indian  trade  to 
the  manufactnring  industry  of  Belgium. 
But  where  was  the  kingdom  of  the  Nether- 
lands  DOW  ?     Belgium   was  deprived    of 
the  colonial  trade  of  Holland,  and  Eng- 
land, which  had  lost  the  political  barrier 
which  she  created  at  so  much  cost,  re- 
mains deprived   of  the  commerce   which 
she  sacrificed  for  that  object.     The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  head  of  her  Majesty's 
Government,  had   recognised  during  the 
last   Session,    the    great    importance    of 
treaties     of    commerce    with    European 
states,  and   it  was  understood  that   her 
Majesty's  Government  had   not  been  so 
successful   as  might  be  wished    in  their 
subsequent  efforts  to  obtain  them.     What 
be  (Mr.  D'Israeli)  wished  to  show  was,  that 
that  want  of  success  was  not  to  be  attri- 
buted   to   the  fiscal    regulations   of  this 
country,  or  to  any  anti-commercial  spirit 
in   neighbouring  states.     The  first  treaty 
which  they  had  endeavoured  to  negotiate, 
was   a  treaty  of  commerce  with  France. 
It  was  \^ell-known  that  those  negotiations 
had  advanced  very  far ;  nay,  he  believed, 
he  might  take  the  liberty  of  saying  that 
they   had  even    been    concluded;     that 
scarcely  a  month  ago  from  the  time  he 
was  now  speaking,  the  day,  and  even  the 
hour,  for  the  signature  of  that  treaty  had 
actually  been  fixed.     That  treaty,  if  rati- 
fied and  acted  on,  would  have  removed 
the  distress  of  the  town  of  Sheffield,  which 
the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat  down, 
had   complained   of.     It  would   be  inte- 
resting to  know  what  had  prevented  that 
treaty  from  being  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House.     He  knew  there  were  some  hon. 
Members   who  would  say  that  a  French 
treaty  of  commerce  was  very  easy  to  talk 
about,    but  that    the    French   chamber 
would  not  support  a  Minister  in  carrying 
such  a  treaty  into  effect.     He  believed  he 
was  speaking  with  authority  when  he  said^ 
that  in  the  present  French  Chamber  there 
existed  a  majority,  and  no  inconsiderable 
one,  that  was  friendly,  as  far  as  commercial 
feeling  was  concerned,  to  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce between  France  and  England.     It 
became  the  House  then  to  consider  what 
was   the  cause   that    when    the    French 
Minister   was    prepared    to  sign  such  a 
treaty,  and  when  a  majority  of  the  French 
Chamber  were  commercially  inclined  to 
support  him,  that  our  negotiations  in  this 
respect  with   France  never   arrived  at  a 
saccessful  result ;  for,  until  the  cause  was 


recognised  and  removed,  the  commercial 
relations  between  the  two  countries  must 
remain    in    their    present    unsatisfactory 
state.     But   it  was   in  the  power  of  the 
House,     whenever    it    chose,    to    come 
to     a     right     understanding    with    the 
people  of  France,  and  if  this  were  done, 
the  Session  would  not  end  without  such  a 
treaty  being  concluded.  There  was  a  feel- 
ing among  the  French  people  much  more 
general  then  we  imagined,  he  might  say  a 
feeling  profound  and  universal,  that  Eng- 
land had  not  deported  herself  with  frank- 
ness and  kindness  towards    irance.     He 
offered  this  not  as  his  own  op  nion,  for  he 
felt  persuaded, that  as  regarded  the  English 
as  a  nation,  it  was  erroneous ;  but  if  so, 
it  would  well  become  that  House  to  prove 
to  the  French  people  that  it  was  founded 
in  error.     That  nation  remembered  that 
ten    years  ago  an  English  Ministry  had 
announced   to   the   world  its  connection 
with  France  as  the  firmest  basis  of  its 
power  and  the  proudest  boast  of  its  po- 
licy.    That  nation  remembered  that  the 
same  Ministry  had,  at  a  late  period,  adop- 
ted a  policy  in  the  teeth  of  these  declara- 
tions by  disturbing  those  feelings  of  inti. 
mate  confidence  which  they  had  originally 
fostered.     That   nation    recollected,   that 
during    the    whole     subsequent    period, 
though  the  system  of  our  foreign  connec* 
tions  had  undergone  a  complete  and  vio- 
lent change,  not  a  single  discussion  had 
taken  place  in  that  House  which  might 
have  explained  to  the  French  people  the 
cause  of  this  sudden  and  contrary  course 
of  proceedings.     If  that  House  had  only 
condescended  to  discuss  the  policy  which 
they   then   blindly  followed,  they  would 
probably  not  have  encountered  that  pro- 
longed spirit  of  misconception  which  was 
now     exercising     such     a     mischievous 
influence  over   two    great    nations,    the 
foremost  in  civilization,  bound  together  in 
reality    by    every    political    and    social 
sympathy,   and    who    possessed   for   the 
exchange     of    commerce     facilities    not 
equalled   by   any  other  countries  in  the 
world.     He  mentioned  this,  because  the 
time  had  arrived  to  disembarass  this  ques- 
tion from  the  complications  of  diplomacy 
and  the  misrepresentations  of  the  press. 
It  was  through  the  Parliaments  of  their  re- 
spective countries  that  a  frank  explanation 
should  take  place  between  the  English  and 
French  nations.     And  he  felt  persuaded 
that  the  moment  this  took  place,  all  those 
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pretexU  ibr  mitcooception  and  bad  feelio^  |  bad  reasoo  to  balicvc  tbal  tkeaa 
— nichtf  of  search,  Barcelooa  ioterfereoeet  \  Uoos  bad  aefcr  ccMiiiieoead«  aad 
— woald  at  ooce  varoHb,  aod  one  of  the  !  fore    be  Mppoacd    ibat    tbe  riflit 
fi»t  rtfalu  of  tbifl  ng;bt  feeling  would  be  ■  GeotleaaD  bad  onlj  availad  biaaclf  of  aa 
the  eftablitbiDeDt  of  ttipaUicd  relatioos  i  espresMoo  of  roattoe,  the  BtaaiKaaa»  ha 


beliered^  had  aasented,  profioat  lo  tha  ar- 
rival of  the  special  eovoj.  to  aa  iataqmCa* 
lioo  of  the  eaisihig  tfeatj,  vbicb  ccMifanad 
oo  it  ao  additional  doratioo  of  two  jaaia. 
The  J  bad  dooe  this  aawiUioglj,  bat  for  iImi 
purpoe  of  satisfactorilj  stoppiof  the 


of  comoKrce  betweeo  the  two  conntries . 
A  treatj  of  commerce  between  Englaod 
aod  France  would  do  more  for  the  town 
of  Sbeflield  than  both  the  Americas^ 
There  was  not  a  town  in  her  Majesty's 
dominions  which  would  receive  such  an 

instantaneous  impulse  to  its  trade  as  the  |  gotiations  of  the  spaeial  eovoj,  bj  the  dc- 
town  of  Sheffield  by  such  a  treaty.  Would 
the  Bank  at  Sheffield  have  failed  if  such 
a  treatj  had  been  signed  with  France  in 
1840^?  llie  almost  unlimited  demand 
which  would  be  created  by  such  a  treaty 
for  the  hardware  and  cutlery  of  Sheffield, 
would  soon  find  tenants  for  ihe  3,400 
empty  houses  which  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  Ward)  had  described.  By  the  treaty 
of  1840,  and  he  believed  he  had  the  best 
authority  to  say  by  the  treaty  which  was 
negotiated  at  the  end  of  last  year,  a  mar- 
ket  had  also  been  secured  for  our  broad 
clolh,  for  our  poiierv,  and  for  our  linens 
and  linen  yarns.  Circumstances,  not  of  a 
commercial  character,  had  alone  pre- 
vented this  treaty  from  being  carried  into 
effect ;  and  he  had  therefore  a  right  to 
believe  that  it  would  ultimately  be  con- 
cluded. He  should  now  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  negotiations  which 
had  been  opened  by  her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment for  another  treaty  of  commerce 
with  a  country  which  was  strictly  not 
Kuropcsn,  but  which  he  classed  under 
the  head  of  European  markets,  because  it 
possessed  a  character  entirely  distinct  from 
the  other  states  of   the   hemisphere    in 

which  it  was  placed.  The  dynasty  was'  cated  our  disposition  by  not  seDdiaf  a  ape* 
Kuropean  ;  the  commercial  relations  were  :  cial  envoy  in  1841,  and  the  omiasioa  waa 
of  European  tradition.  He  meant  the  accepted  as  a  most  successful  iosolu  Bat 
Brazils.  Both  sides  of  the  House  agreed  .  in  1 842,  a  special  mission  from  England 
in  the  va^t  importance  of  renewing  our ,  reaches  the  Brazils ;  but  for  what purpoaaf 
treaty  of  commerre  with  the  Brazils,  on  Not  to  congratulate  the  Sovereiga  ?  Not 
the  eve  of  its  expiration.  Since  Parlia-  :  to  gratify  the  people,  but  to  request  a 
nicnt  was  prorogued,  her  Majesty's  Go-  favour!  Since  the  coronation  of  the  Eos- 
vernmeiit  had  si;nt  a  special  mission  to  peror,  an  opportunity  has  offered  by  which 
Rio  for  that  purpose.  A  special  mission  this  ancient  ire  might  have  been  healed, 
was  at  all  times  a  delicate  measure,  and  The  marriage  of  the  Emperor  again  suoi- 
in  general  it  was  safest  to  invest  a  special  moncd  special  missions  from  the  Earopaaa 
mission  with  some  purpose  really  different  courts  to  Rio.  and  again  none  was  missiag 
from  thai  wliich  it  was  sent  to  fulfil.  The  eicept  the  representative  of  the  Sovareign 
ri^ht  lion.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  of  England.  It  was  well  to  recollect,  that 
Government  had  tuld  us  the  other  nigh',  the  Brazilians,  with  many  eicellent  qaali- 
thtt  negotiations  in  respect  of  this  mission  lies,  had  still  inherited  from  their  aocaa- 
were  going  on.     Now  he  (Mr.  D'lsracli)    tors  that  ostentation   which  was  now  pas* 


claratioo  that  hawioi^  ngread,  io 
to  our  views,  to  the  coaliDaatMMi  of  tha 
esisting  treaty^  there  waa  daarly  ao  aa- 
cessity  to  enter  into  tha  coodiliooa  of  a 
future  one.  Knowing  tha  great  inpottaaea 
which  was  noiversallj  aod  justly  attrteled 
to  the  maintenance  of  oar  preaeat  coasoMr* 
cial  relations  with  the  Braails.and  beliaving 
that  at  this  moment  their  permaneocj  araa 
in  extreme  peril,  he  wished  to  show  Ika 
House  that  these  menacing  circQBstaacaa 
had  been  occasioned^  not  bv  coasoMmal 
jealousies,  but  by  political  loabilitj  aad 
diplomatic  neglect.  In  1841,  tba 
of  the  Braiils  attained  hia  najoritj, 
his  coronation  took  place,  aod  evary  slala 
in  Europe  sent  to  Rio  a  special  raiisiaa  lo 
congratulate  his  Majesty  on  tha  occasioa 
except  Englaod.  It  appears,  tbal  lor  a 
considerable  period  there  had  beaa  pto- 
longed  irritations  betweao  Downing-sliaat 
and  the  Court  of  Rio»  arising  oat  of  tbal 
unfortunate  right  of  search ;  which,  ac* 
cording  to  oar  oeighboora,  was  only  da- 
vised  for  our  commercial  porpaaes;  bat 
which,  in  reality,  has  in  mora  than  ooa  io- 
stsnce,  greatly  contributed  to  the  diffical* 
ties  of  our  commercial  diplomacy.  We  iadi- 
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haps  their  national  characteristic.  He 
(Mr.  D*Israeli)  had  no  doubt  that  if,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  Emperor's  marriage, 
some  nobleman  of  high  rank  with  a  bril- 
liant suite,  had  been  sent  from  England  to 
congratulate  the  Emperor  and  his  subjects 
on  the  occasion,  he  would  have  found,  as 
he  was  embarking  for  England  on  his  re- 
turn, a  treaty  of  commerce  with  England 
in  his  pocket.  For  it  was  quite  erroneous 
to  suppose  these  alterations  of  our  sugar- 
duties,  was  a  necessary  preliminary  of  a 
treaty  of  commerce  with  the  Brazils.  Cofifee 
was  the  staple  in  which  the  Brazilians 
were  most  interested.  The  province  of  Rio, 
for  example,  the  most  important  in  the 
empire,  and  politically  the  most  influen- 
tial produced  no  sugar.  The  object  of 
these  details  was  to  show  the  House  that 
treaties  of  commerce  did  not  entirely  de- 
pend on  the  regulations  of  tariflfs,  that  in 
their  negotiation,  the  same  passions  and 
influences,  the  same  management  and 
dexterity  entered  as  in  the  negotiation  of 
other  treaties,  and  generally  in  the  busi- 
ness of  life,  and  that  our  present  position 
with  respect  to  the  Brazils,  certainly  not 
one  of  a  very  promising  character,  had 
been  brought  about  by  political  and  dipio* 
matic  misconduct.  A  contrary  course  of 
behaviour,  they  had  a  right  to  suppose, 
might  yet  produce  a  different  result. '  The 
fear  of  wearying  the  House  alone  pre- 
vented him  from  entering  into  the  causes 
which  had  prevented  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  Portugal  from  being  satisfac- 
torily concluded.  He  would  only  observe 
that  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  shew  that 
to  the  negligence  and  want  of  address  of 
our  own  negotiators,  the  present  embar- 
rassed and  complicated  difficulties  with 
that  country,  were  to  be  attributed;  and  not 
to  any  fiscal  or  anti-commercial  consider- 
ations. So  it  was  with  Spain.  After  all 
her  restless  interference,  and  meddling 
with  every  political  movement  of  that 
country,  England  found  herself  as  far  oflF 
the  promised  treaty  of  commerce  as  five 
years  ago  ;  but  it  was  this  very  inter- 
ference which  baulked  our  wishes.  It  had 
made  us  so  odious  with  all  classes  of  the 
Spanish  people,  an  object  of  such  general 
distrust  and  suspicion,  that  the  very  man 
whom  we  had  in  a  great  degree  raised  and 
uncompromisingly  supported  in  his  eleva- 
tion, Espartero  himself  could  not  venture 
to  propose  commercial  relations  with  a 
country,  between  which  and  Spain  a  trade 


of  reciprocal  advantage,  and  much  more 
important  at  this  moment  to  the  Spaniards 
than  to  them  might  be  carried  on.  Now 
here  were  four  projected  treaties  of  com- 
merce, which  he  (Mr.  D*Jsraeli)  believed 
a  skilful  statesman  might  still  obtain,  for 
in  reality  they  were  not  prevented  by  any 
fiscal  considerations  or  any  anti-commer- 
cial prejudices,  but  solely  by  political  cir- 
cumstances. They  were  proofs  that  they 
might  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple byextending  commerce  by  treaty.  Some 
hon.  Gentleman  objected  to  commercial 
conventions.  Why,  the  commerce  of  the 
world  had  been  created  by  conventions—- 
they  were  commercial  treaties  which  first 
secured  the  persons  and  the  property  of 
merchants.  What  destroyed  the  droit 
d*aubaine  but  a  commercial  treaty  ?  He 
(Mr.  D'Israeli)  must  say  that  he  saw  no- 
thing in  the  state  of  the  European  mar- 
kets to  fill  him  with  despair  or  even  gloom. 
The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Tiverton^ 
had  told  the  House  on  a  late  occasion,  that 
we  must  look  for  no  extension  of  our  com- 
merce with  Europe.  He  believed  that  no 
assertion  could  be  more  unauthorised. 
Why,  the  exchange  between  England  and 
France  at  this  moment  was  short  of  five 
millions.  The  negotiators  of  the  late 
projected  treaty  were  of  opinion  that  that 
treaty  would  lead  to  an  immediate  ex- 
change of  10,000,000/.  or  12,000,000/, 
He  firmly  believed  that  British  commerce 
with  European  nations  would  be  greatly 
extended.  In  the  advancement  of  the 
arts  throughout  Europe,  he  saw  only  a 
presage  of  the  increase  of  our  trade  with 
it.  Hon.  Gentlemen  were  too  apt  to  for- 
get that  an  advance  in  the  arts  produces 
a  corresponding  increase  in  the  wants  and 
desires  of  nations.  Hon.  Gentlemen  also 
were  too  apt  to  forget  the  amazing  increase 
of  population  in  Europe  since  the  peace  of 
Paris.  7,000,000  in  France  alone— in 
the  centre  of  Europe  15,000,000.  In 
this  vast  increase  of  a  highly  civilized 
population,  he  saw  the  continual  elements 
of  increasing  commerce.  So  much  for 
Europe!  With  respect  to  our  Eastern 
marketSyOur  intercourse  with  that  division 
of  the  world  must  be  carried  on  on  a  to- 
tally diflferent  principle  to  that  which  regu- 
lated our  commerce  with  Europe.  In  the 
East,  we  addressed  ourselves  to  a  very  an* 
cient  state  of  society  ;  to  vast  and  sta- 
tionary populations,  with  taster,  and  man- 
ners, and  habits  that  never  varied— -with 
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rtsuurccs   that  aerer  fluotuated,   but  in 
t;i*nc*ral  inhabiting  countries  with   which 
we    were    very    imperfectly    acquainted. 
Our  trading;   intercourse  with  such  com. 
uiunities  must  be  conducted  on  the  an 
cienl  principles  of  commerce.   If  we  acted 
in    Hurope  by  negotiation,  we  couid  only 
penetrate  the  East  by  enterprise  ;  any  very 
ioimediute  or  vast  impulse   to  our  com- 
merce from  such  markets  was  not  to  be 
expected.  Our  relations  with  such  markets 
must  be  gradually  formed,  and  fostered 
with  great  caution.     They  were  the  result 
of  investigation,  skilful  observation,  and 
prudent  and  exact  dealings.     But  when 
we  considered  the  immensity  of  the  popu- 
lation, the  richness  of  the  natural  products, 
and  the  settled  character  of  the  civilization 
which  prevailed  in  Asia,  they  were  un- 
doubtedly  markets  which  must  be  ulti- 
mately productive  of  almost  interminable 
profit.     There  were  three  great   Eastern 
markets— the  Levantine,  the  Indian,  and 
the   Chinese.     In  all  of  these  we  had  a 
right  to  look  to  an  increase  of  our  trade. 
If  we  maintained  that  peace  in  the  Le- 
vant, which  need  never  have  been   dis- 
turbed, if  it  were  true  that  that  illustrious 
statesman  Redschid  Pacha  had  been  again 
summoned  to  head   the  councils  of    the 
Porte,  and  had  an  opportunity  to  secure 
that  improved  administration  of  the  pro- 
vinces, and  that   development  of  the  re- 
sources of  Asia  Minor  which  he  had  long 
contemplated  and   once  commenced,  we 
might  count  in  future  a  progressive  in- 
crease of  our  trade  with  Turkey.     As  re- 
gards India,  the  fortunes  of  our  commerce 
were  in  our  own  hands.  If  we  gave  to  India 
what  she  most  wanted,  and  without  which 
she  must  wither,  that  is  a  monetary  sys- 
tem capable  of  representing  the  operations 
of  her  property  and  her  trade,  if  we  thus 
terminated  that  frightful  system  of  usury 
which  doomed  great  portions  of  the  land 
to  barrenness,  our  trade  with  India  would 
double.     With  regard  to  China,  they  were 
un  the  threshold  of  a  vast  career  of  com- 
merce which  b.iftled  the  imagination  as  to 
the  amount  and  the  character  of  its  opera- 
tions.    But  when    they  remembered  the 
extent,  the  civilization  of  that  empire,    its 
population,  and  the  contiguous  kin^^doms 
and  iihuuls,  it  was   impossible  not  to  feel 
liiut  a  nt'w  feature  in  the  commercial  system 
(il   this  country   was   developing  itself  of 
uiipttiallclletl    magnitude    and    unnrece- 
ilvutcd    interest.      There    remaiiicu    the 


markets  of  the  New  World :  by  them  he 
meant  the  markets  of  the  United  States, 
the  Spanish  American  republics,  and  the 
Australian  provinces.  Here  you  found 
elements  of  a  totally  diflferent  and  con- 
trary character  to  the  Blast.  Scant  bat 
rapidly  developing  populations,  a  social 
system  in  constant  fluctuation,  wants  and 
resources  continually  changing,  an  illimitp 
able  extent  of  unappropriated  land  per- 
petually and  sometimes  violently  affecting 
all  political  order,  and  monetary  schemes. 
It  was  not  by  the  devices  of  diplomacy 
that  you  could  regulate  your  trade  with 
these  crude  societies;  the  roost  canUoos 
enterprise,  founded  on  the  most  guarded 
observation,  might  be  baffled  by  multi- 
tudes continually  appearing  and  disappear- 
ing with  necessities  and  tastes  influenced 
and  modified  by  their  constant  action. 
Commerce,  then,  with  such  countries* 
must  be  an  affair  of  speculation— of  rapid 
profits — shattering  losses — unnatural  ex- 
pansion— paralysing  collapse.  This  was 
the  secret  of  the  present  state  of  our 
markets  in  the  United  States  and  Aus- 
tralia. It  was  not  our  Tariff,  not  our 
Corn-laws,  that  induced  the  present  stag- 
nation, or  prolonged  it  Its  occurrence 
was  the  inevitable  law  of  the  social  cir- 
cumstances of  the  New  World,  and  those 
circifmstances  in  their  equally  inevitable 
operation  could  alone  remove  it.  Well 
then,  if  their  trade  in  their  old  Eu- 
ropean markets  was  sustained ;  if  new  and 
extensive  markets  were  opening  to  them 
in  the  East ;  if  the  check  in  their  com- 
merce with  the  New  World  was  to  be 
accounted  for  by  causes  of  a  severe  but 
still  transitory  nature,  was  it  not  the 
wisest  policy,  in  this  mysterious  pause  in 
the  industry  of  the  country,  a  visitation 
to  which  all  communities  of  commercial 
enterprise  are  periodically  subject,  was  it 
not  the  wisest  policy  to  bear  up  against 
the  depression  with  patient  courage,  to 
gain  time,  and  in  the  interval  throw  the 
burthen  as  much  as  possible  on  property 
instead  of  labour.  He  knew  there  were 
some  who  took  a  darker  and  more  des- 
ponding view  of  the  prospects  of  our 
commerce.  But  he  had  not  yet  listened 
to  any  facts  which  could  induce  him  to 
adopt  their  conclusions.  It  was  true,  as 
had  been  asserted,  that  there  were  no 
p^radual  symptoms  of  progressive  or  ap- 
proaching improvement  But,  so  it  always 
was  with  commercial  distress.     Its 
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appearance  was  always  sudden.  It  was 
like  a  long  and  desperate  calm ;  a  breeze 
suddenly  arises  when  all  are  disheartened, 
and  in  a  moment  the  character  of  the  sky 
is  changed.  Every  practical  man  will 
assure  you  of  this.  Improvement  in  trade 
is  never  gradual  and  it  may  be  accounted 
for.  The  House  had  heard  much  of  over- 
trading— but  there  was  such  a  thing  as 
under- trading.  When  the  commercial 
world  were  alarmed  they  under-traded; 
and  after  a  certain  time,  a  general  and 
sudden  demand  arose.  He  believed 
the  breeze  would  come.  He  thought  it 
wisest  to  wait  for  it.  He  saw  no  other 
remedy.  The  noble  Lord  who  introduced 
this  motion  said  there  must  be  a  remedy 
"  presently."  Well,  sign  the  treaty  of 
commerce  with  France  :  that  would  give 
present  relief.  At  any  rate,  present  relief 
was  not  to  be  found  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House  entering  into  an  inquiry  into 
the  state  of  trade  and  commerce.  Why, 
the  inquiry  would  last  as  long  as  the  trial 
of  Warren  Hastings  !  The  proposition 
before  the  House  was  but  a  Jesuitical 
mode  of  satisfying  their  constituents. 
Who  could  not  foresee  the  interminable 
adjournments  of  such  an  inquiry,  and 
before  a  result  was  arrived  that  the  com- 
merce of  the  country  must  either  revive 
or  expire  ?  It  was,  therefore,  his  intention 
most  earnestly  to  vote  against  the  motion 
of  the  noble  Lord.  He  did  not  think  that 
a  remedy  was  to  be  found  for  commercial 
distress  in  noble  Lords  delivering  lectures 
on  political  economy  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  Neither  Prime  Ministers  nor 
Parliaments  would  advance  the  public 
conviction  of  their  utility  and  value  by 
promulgating  abstract  principles  in  a  prac- 
tical assembly  which  had  to  deal  with 
pressing  circumstances.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite were  fond  of  assuring  the  House 
that  the  country  was  indebted  to  them  for 
those  more  liberal  principles  of  commer- 
cial intercourse  which  were  generally 
received  at  the  present  day.  But  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  were  a  little  in  error  in 
this  respect ;  those  principles  are  of  a 
much  older  date  in  this  country  than  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  may  find  it  convenient  to 
recollect.  They  were  principles  which  had 
their  Parliamentary  origin  at  the  period 
when  we  lost  our  American  colonies. 
That,  as  everybody  knew,  was  a  period  of 
gloom,  darker  even  than  the  present ;  our 
commercial  and  trading  interest  had  fallen 
to  tke  lowest  point  of  depression;  and  Mr. 


Pitt  then  announced  the  necessity  of  recoo- 
structing  our  commercial  system  on  principle 
of  free  intercourse  and  reciprocal  advantage. 
The  old  prohibitions  and  monopolies  that 
were  the  consequence  of  the  colonial  sys* 
tem  were  to  be  swept  away.  And  who 
opposed  him  ?  The  Whigs.  Mr.  Fox 
declared  that  he  would  stand  or  fall  by 
the  Methuen  treaty,  and  the  Whigs  to  a 
man,  Burke,  Sheridan,  Francis  and  Grey, 
came  forth  as  the  champions  of  the  re- 
strictive system.  He  (Mr.  D*Israeli) 
wished  that  the  speech  of  Mr.  Pitt  in 
1787  on  the  commercial  treaty  with 
France  were  printed  and  circulated.  He 
wished  such  a  document  were  in  the  hands 
of  Members,  especially  accompanied  by 
the  speech  of  the  first  Af  arquess  of  Lans- 
downe  on  the  same  subject,  that  brilliant 
and  profound  development  of  the  doc- 
trines on  which  the  measures  of  the  present 
administration  depended.  It  was  the 
French  revolution  that,  after  a  few  brief 
years  of  trial,  arrested  the  beneficial  pro- 
gress of  the  commercial  system  of  Mr. 
Pitt.  But  after  the  peace  were  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  day,  the  Government  of 
Lord  Liverpool  backward  in  recurring  to 
those  measures  of  commercial  improve- 
ment first  promoted  by  Mr.  Pitt  ?  By  no 
means.  On  the  contrary,  they  were  in 
advance  of  their  time.  As  early  as  1817, 
not  two  years  after  the  close  of  the  great 
struggle.  Mr.  F.  Robinson,  then  filling 
the  post  now  occupied  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Newark,  an- 
nounced those  doctrines  in  this  House, 
and  deplored  their  unpopularity.  Those 
opinions  were  upheld  on  the  same  oc- 
casion by  Mr.  Charles  Grant.  They  were 
officially  and  elaborately  developed  in  the 
House  of  Lords  in  1820,  by  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool,  and  announced  as  the  basis  of 
the  future  commercial  system  of  this  coun- 
try. In  pursuance  of  that  official  exposi- 
tion, Mr.  Wallace,  a  name  too  little  men- 
tioned, brought  forward  a  variety  of 
measures  explained  and  vindicated  in  a 
variety  of  able  speeches.  Finally,  on  a 
late  occasion,  Mr.  Huskisson  set  his  seal 
to  the  system,  upheld  by  all  his  Col- 
leagues, among  whom  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, the  present  head  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  was,  though  not  then 
the  most  eroiuent,  one  of  the  heartiest 
adherents.  And  what  prevented  the  full 
development  of  the  commercial  system  of 
Lord  Liverpool,  a  system  founded  on  the 
principles  of  free  trade?  Why,  the  Re« 
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fonn  Bill  I  That  lotereigD  meaiure  of 
hoD,  Oaatlemin  oppoaite.  It  wu  the 
Rarorm  Bill  thit  bad  arrested  ibc  pro^H 
srconimercialiinpro*einent  ID  thii  country, 
u  well  la  tha  improvameat  of  n  maoy 
other  thtDga.  And  now  bon.  Gentlemen 
Oppoait*,  whao  the  Inie  character  of  the 
domeatic  coninliion  of  1830  la  pretty  ge- 
nerftlljr  appreciated,  wearied  with  the 
stru^lea  for  provincial  power,  and  in 
thflir  attempt  to  govern  an  empire  like 
a  pariih,  hafiag  deranged  the  financea 
and  diaturbed  tbe  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try, now  they  come  forward  forsooth,  and 
entreat  the  fight  hon.  Gentleman  lo  pnr- 
aue  iha  wite  policy  he  was  proaeouting 
barore  tha  fatal  introduction  of  the  Reform 
Bill,  aad  promiaing  him  bU  tbeir  encou- 
raging lupport.  On  the  grounds,  then, 
which  he  bad  stated,  he  >hould  oppoie 
tba  motion  of  the  noble  Lord.  Ha  would 
give  an  ample  trial  of  tbe  measures  of  the 
Oovemment  introduced  last  year.  He 
supported  thoee  measures  not  from  any 
blind  aubmiaaion  to  the  Minister  who  in- 
troducad  them,  but  because  be  approved 
of  tbe  principle  on  which  the  commercial 
aystem  of  tba  right  hon.  Oentleman  was 
founded.  Tbe  pnnciple  of  tbe  tariff  of  the 
r^t  hoa.  aantleman  waa  a  fair  protec- 
tion to  native  indaatry— a  principle,  in  hia 
opinion,  perfectly  consistent  with  a  large 
and  liberal  commercial  intercourse.  A* 
regards  the  preaant  Corn-law,  we  know  aa 
yet  but  little  of  that  law.  He  waa  not 
prepared  to  aUnd  or  fall  by  the  details  of 
Uut  measure-— nor  waa  he,  for  one,  sur- 
ptiaed  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  de- 
dined  to  do  ao.  He  (Mr.  D'lsraeli)  would, 
with  respect  to  that  law,  reaerve  to  bimaelf 
the  moat  aabounded  license.  He  wonid 
not  rest  bia. character  or  political  consti- 
tuency, on  a  fixed  duty  or  a  aliding-scale. 
But  he  would  auppon  that  ayitem  which, 
to  uae  the  expreasioua  of  the  noble  Lord 
oppoaite,  the  Member  for  London,  main- 
tained the  preponderance  of  the  landed 
interest.  He  believed  that  preponderance 
to  be  esaeiitial  to  tbe  welfarB  of  the  coun- 
try :  he  attributed  to  that  preponderance 
the  atability  of  our  inititutiona.  Ha  up- 
held that  preponderance  not  for  the  advan- 
tage of  a  class,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the 
nation.  He  did  not  believe  in  the  com- 
mercial decline  of  Ibis  country.  On  the 
contrary,  he  held  that  we  hud  not  yet 
arrived  at  the  meridian  iplendour  of  our 
commercial  fortunes.  But  be  ntver  would 
iMk  a  niBcdy  for  one  claaa  in  the  luiu  of 
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another.  He  would  rcatnre,  with  raapaei 
to  ibii  controveray,  to  remind  tbe  Hooae 
of  the  words  of  a  great  prince,  appropriau 
to  tbe  occasion,  for  they  were  not  only  ibe 
words  of  a  great  prince,  bat  alao  of  a 
great  merchant.  He  meant  that  Dogo  of 
Venice,  who,  looking  out  from  the  wia« 
dowa  of  his  Adriatic  palace  on  tbe  com- 
merca  of  the  world,  then  anchored  in  tba 
lagunea  beneath, exclaimed,  **Thia  Veniea, 
without  (erra  Jirmm, '»  bat  an  eagle  with 
one  wing !"  He  (Mr.  D-lsiaeli)  aud,  iho 
same  of  England.  He  wiahed  to  aee  oar 
national  prosperity  upheld  alike  by  •  akii- 
fol  agriculture  and  an  exteoded  earn- 
merce. 

Mr.  liou:  Sir,  I  have  inany  good  raa- 
Bona  for  wiahing  to  ait  a  ailent  liataoar  to 
tbe  end  of  thia  debate.  But  aa  I  percaiva 
no  one  from  my  aide  o(  tbe  chaooal  boa 
yet  riaen,  and  as  I  know  that  the  deep  aad 
painful  intereat  excited  tbroogfa  all  parta 
of  the  country  ia  no  when  mote  kaealy 
felt  than  in  that  great,  aod  till  latolV 
thriving  and  advancing  conmnoitf  wWoh 
I  have  tbe  honour  to  repreeent,  1  oMaidar 
it  my  dutv  to  request  the  attention  ef  tiN 
House.  I  know  I  have  caat  away  eao  of 
my  best  chancca  of  obtaining  a  &veiitaUe 
hearing  by  tbe  lew  worda  axtarted  fraao 
me  on  Saturday.  Pcriiapa,  howanc,  tfao 
House  wiU  be  so  generoua  ai  to  let  thoao 
few  words  go  for  nothing ;  aod  is  rctvra  fiir 
the  indulgence  1  bespeak  at  ito  baado,  t 
promise  not  to  tax  ita  patienoe  iiiii  i»aiai 
ably.  Sir,  I  consider  the  ■ndon  ef  tlw 
noble  Lord  proper  and  nirrsnirj  Ohjae- 
tiona  have  been  raised  against  iti  torn  m 
quite  too  vague  and  in&nitb  I  appc^ 
faeod  the  noble  Lord  would  find  it  iapo^ 
sible  so  to  shape  hia  motion  aa  to  MaEe  it 
acceptable  to  Gentlemen  opposite.  If  iiH 
raa  of  a  general  demand  rar  enaulry  be 
d  put  forward  a  aeries  of  lemeoial  pro- 
positions, then  ban.  Gentletneo  wouU  oave 
waned  the  House  against  tbe  daogns  of 
embarking  in  auch  a  wide  sea  of  tioiiblea. 
I  wish  I  could  agree  with  the  hoo.  Heoiber 
for  Shreiraburr  In  thinking  that  tbis 
country  ia  likely  to  attaio  to  a  greater 
height  of  commercial  prosperity  tbaa  it 
has  yet  reached ;  I  am  sure  that  if  we 
persevere  in  our  present  system  bia  pn- 
dictiona  will  not  be  verified.  Tbe  aame 
illeman  claims  for  bimaelf  and  hia 
friends  the  credit  of  free-trade  priodplM^ 
anJ  charges  ua  with  nbMrucling  tbe  am- 
(freuuf  their  enlightened  ptindples.  Nny, 
He  traces  all  this  mischievous  opposittea 
to  thoHofonaBiU.    Nowlff        '    " 
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form  Bill  was  the  meaDs  of  abolishing  a  oer* 
tain  sort  of  free-trade — I  mean  the  free- 
trade  in  rotten  boroughs.  ^Hear.]  But  why 
does  not  the  hon.  Gentleman  specify  the 
particular  boroughs    which,   created  by 
the  Reform  Bill^  hare  been  characterised 
by  hostility  to  the  doctrines  in  question ; 
and  why  does  he  not  point  to  the  particular 
men  on  these  benches  open  to  his  rebuke, 
and  say,   you,—- «nd  you,— *4nd  you^— K)n 
such  and  such  occasions,  spoke  and  Toted 
against  the  extension  of  commercial  free- 
dom.    I  shall  not  dispute  about  the  ori- 
gination of  sound  opinions  on  the  subject, 
but  the  fact  is  indisputable,  that  of  late  years 
we  Liberals,  in  books,  pamphlets,  reviews, 
and  newspapers,  have  stood  forth  as  the 
champions  of  these  doctrines,  and  you  as 
their  assailants.    Surely  hon.  Gentlemen 
did  not  always  think  so  meanly  of  those  who 
sit  on  this  ude  of  the  House.     A  report 
has  reached  my  ears  that  an  hon.  Gentle* 
man^^^I  shall  not  name  him*^did  on  a  cer« 
tain  occasion  apply  to  an  hon.  Friend  of 
mine  sitting  near  me,  for  a  recommendation 
to  some  radical  borough.   [Laughter.]     At 
that  time,  of  course,  he  thought  liberal 
principles  were  the  principles  of  free-trade. 
That  this  once  flourishing  country  is  in  a 
state  of  decline  alarmingly  rapid;  that 
the  advances  towards  a  more  libeitil  and 
enlightened  policy  made  in  the  last  Ses* 
sion  of  Parliament  by  the  right  hou.  Ba- 
ronet at  the  head  of  her  Majesty's  Go* 
vemment  have  been  insufficient  to  check 
the  progress  from  bad  to  worse,  or  to 
mitigate  in*,  any  appreciable  degree  the 
•ufierings  of  the  people,  are  truths  admit- 
ted by  parties  who  agree  in  nothing  else, 
and  not  denied  even   by  her  Majesty's 
Ministers  and  their  supporters ;  while  all 
on  this  side  of  the  House  without  excep- 
tion, and  a  few  on  the  opposite  benches, 
attribute  the  disease  which  is  consuming 
our  strength,  in  no  small  degree  to  the 
various  svstems  of  Corn-laws  which  have 
succeeded  each  other.     From  these  ad- 
missions,  I  infer  either  that  a  further 
change  is  necessary,  or  that  our  case  is 
hopeless.     The  latter  is  a  supposition  I 
cannot  admit.     I  therefore  urge  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  further  advance.     It  is  idle  to 
talk  of  allowing  time  for  the  development 
of  the  good  effects  of  the  recent  enactment. 
From  what  has  passed,  we  may  clearly  see 
what  will  come  to  pass.     The  essential 
inefficacy  of  the    uew-modelled    sliding- 
scale  stands  proved.  It  was  to  haveopenra 
the  ports  to  supplies  of  grain— they  re« 
mained  during  the  season  of  severest  want 


practically  closed;  it  was  designed  to  make 
foreign  nations  interested  in  lowering  their 
duties  on  our  goods— they  found  no  solid 
ground  on  which  to  base  an  expectation  of 
an  advantageous  trade  in  corn,  and  their 
tariffs  became  more  decidedly  hostile  than 
ever.  We  hoped  to  see  the  dealer  in  corn 
placed  in  the  same  rank  with  other  traders 
in  point  of  security;  the  utmost  that  has 
been  gained  is  that  the  gambler  in  grain 
gambles  a  little  less  desperately  now  than 
heretofore.  Something  then  must  be  done 
and  that  speedily.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  representatives  of  the  Commons  will 
not  avert  their  eyes  from  the  miserable 
spectacle  of  a  struggling  but  sinking  people, 
nor  close  their  ears  against  their  cry  fbr 
relief— nor  stop  short  of  measures  from 
which  relief  may  reasonably  be  expected. 
Let  us  not  ostrich-like  stick  our  heads  into 
a  bush  in  hope  that  the  calamity  which  is 
at  our  heels  will  pass  by.  Ratner  let  us 
boldly  confront  the  danger.  Let  all  per- 
sonal feelings  and  all  pitiful  party  sQuab- 
bies  be  flung  to  the  winds.  Let  the  House 
of  Commons  try  whether  it  cannot  furnish 
forth  a  sufficiency  of  wisdom  and  patriotism 
to  search  out  the  causes  of  national  decay, 
and  supply  a  prompt  and  efficacious  re- 
medy, ana  by  this  solid  service  wipe  out 
the  stain  of  its  ignoble  origin.  These  re- 
marks may  possibly  seem  to  some  hon. 
Gentleman  a  strange  introduction  to  the 
avowal  I  am  obligeu  to  make — that  while  I 
trace  much  of  our  distresses  to  the  operation 
of  the  Corn-laws,  I  cannot  see  my  way  to 
their  total,  immediate,  and  unconditional 
repeal.  For  I  think  there  Is  another  scheme 
of  relief  calculated  to  ensure  all  the  ad- 
vanta^s  I  have  just  glanced  at ;  abundant 
and  timely  supplies ;  moderate  and  steady 

S rices ;  encouragement  to  interchange  pro- 
ucts ;  safe  and  regular  trade  in  corn ; 
less  hazardous  than  another  sweeping  pro« 
posal,  and  more  practicable.  I  will  boldly 
state  mj  opinion,  though  I  believe  it  uiU 
meet  with  opposition  on  both  sides  of  the 
House.  It  seems  to  me  best  for  all  classes 
that  a  fixed  duty,  say  of  Ss.  should  be  laid 
on,  subject  to  a  gradual  diminution,  at  the 
rate  of  1^.  per  annum,  till  it  should  be 
finally  extinguished,  or  stop  at  a  low  rate 
for  the  purpose  of  registration.  Such  is 
the  plan  which  I  approve  of,  and  I  am 
able  to  state  that  it  would  perfectly  satisfy 
the  great  body  of  my  constituents.  Sir,  I 
exc^ingly  lament  the  decision  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  1  did  participate  in 
the  general  expectation  that  la^  year*! 
change  would  pro?e  introductory  to  ftnr. 
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ther  changes.  When  last  Sesiion  he  an- 
Doaoccd  his  famouB  tarifi*,  and  broached 
sound  doctrines  of  commercial  policy,  a 
flash  of  surprise  and  joy  lightened  up  the 
nation.  But  nothing  in  the  wayofcfaange 
would  now  create  Hurprise.  The  people 
hare  become  accustomed  to  political  mira- 
cles— 'they  have  beheld  a  prodigy — truits  of 
libenlity— not  very  abundant  indeed,  but 
feir  and  good  in  kind — growing  where  no 
one  ever  cbeamed  of  seeing  them  grow — on 
that  old  Tory  stock,  which  nothing  but  the 
skill  of  the  right  boa.  Baronel,  could  have 
saved  from  being  rooted  up,  and  cist  aside 
as  worthless.  He  tried  a  bold  experiment, 
which,  in  bis  dexterous  bands,  succeeded. 
The  graft  hit :  the  stock  was  saved  for  a 
further  trial  :^ 
"  £ziit  ad  cotum  ramis  felicibus  aibos, 

Minturque  novas  frondes  et  Don  lua  poms." 

I  am  aware  there  are  Gentlemen  on  these 
benches  whom  nothiog  short  of  a  total  and 
unconditional  repeal  can  gatisfy ;  not  be- 
cauK  they  deny  the  possibility  of  an  ad- 
vantageous adjustment,  but  because  they 
hold  the  imposition  of  the  smallest  tax  on 
bread— the  staff  of  life — to  be  contrary  to 
the  immutable  principles  of  morality  I 
honor  those  Gentlemen,  particularly  such 
(^  them  as  depend  altogether  on  land  ;  but 
I  confess  the  notion  seems  to  me  to  sarour 
alittleofextraragance.  Upon  such  grounds 
it  must  be  held  immoral  to  lay  any  lax 
whatsoever  on  timber,  glass,  coal,  cotton, 
flax,  wood,  leather  —  since  clothing  and 
shelter,  light  and  warmth,  arc  necessaries 
of  life,  as  well  as  bread  ;  and  yet  no  one 
ever  heard  of  the  immorality — whatever 
might  be  said  of  the  inexpediency  of  taxing 
any  of  these  articles.  But  I  will  tell  you 
what  I  hold  to  be  immoral.  By  one  and 
the  same  legislative  provision  to  raise  the 
price  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  to  di- 
minish or  take  away  the  power  of  earning 
them.  I,awB  which  condemn  large  bodies  of 
men  to  inactirity  and  ruin,  or  which  inter- 
fere between  the  labourer  and  his  reward — 
arc  pernicious — arc  immoral.  Man's  lot  h 
for  the  most  part  toil — to  toil  he  was  origi- 
nally condemned.  Uut  as  it  has  been 
truly  and  beautifully  said— 

"The  primal  curse 

Wu  softened  into  mercy,  made  the  pledge 
Of  cheerful  days  and  nights  without  a  groan." 

Thus  in  the  bosom  of  that  sentence 
tlicrc  was  blessing.     Are  the  days  of  nur 

(    rcTs  cheerful  ?    An;  their  cares  for- 

I  iq  *rsnquil  sleep  ?  I  fear  the  rising 

jNM  iato  their  miser- 


able habitation.  I  fear  you  are  ci 
with  many  of  the  sufferings  they  are 
doomed  to  endure.  To  audi  aa  do  not 
consider  the  question  of  morality  a  flat  bv 
to  further  inquiry,  I  would  briefly  suggest 
one  or  two  arguments  in  hvoor  of  that 
scheme  which  commends  itself  to  my  judg- 
ment. It  has  been  expected  OD  oue  mfe, 
and  vehemently  denied  on  the  other,  that 
the  landed  interest  is  charged  with  a 
heavier  burden  of  taxation  than  any  other. 
Nor  is  the  plea  urged  br  raoaopdists  only 
— it  has  the  sanction  of  such  men  aa  Mr. 
M'Culloch  and  Lord  Brougham — I  rea- 
ture  no  opinion — I  only  say,  if  the  (utt  be 
so  the  balance  should  be  adjusted  by  mwm 
of  a  fixed  duty  equivalent  to  the  dimnncc, 
or  by  a  revision  of  taxation  preliminary  to 
repeal.  In  any  case,  prudence  would  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  some  delay,  in  order 
to  afford  opportunity  to  the  holder  of  land, 
to  encounter  the  difficulties  of  a  new 
position,  by  manufacturing  hia  land  to  the 
greatest  advantage,  and  compensating  by 
increased  production  for  that  fidt  in  prioea 
which  is  the  object  aimed  at.  Grant  tbii 
opportunity,  and  I  make  no  doubt,  of  the 
ability  of  the  aericulturist  under  the 
stimulus  of  necessity  so  to  avail  htssadf  of 
the  treasures  of  science,  as  to  develop  the 
resources  of  agriculture  and  maintain  bis 
position  in  the  social  scale.  I  do  believe 
these  islands  are  capable  of  sopplyiDg  Iboil 
for  the  actual  populatbu.  In  my  opinion, 
the  agriculturist  fears,  and  the  mann&c- 
turer  hopes,  too  mucL  The  first  under 
the  condition  specified — between  the  ten- 
dency of  late  discoveries  to  diminish  the  cost 
of  production — the  increase  of  that  pn^ 
duction  and  the  diminution  of  the  price 
of  commodities— will  be  able  to  self  at  a 
far  lower  rate  than  has  ever  prevailed 
without  loss.  As  to  the  msnulacturer,  the 
immediate  e&ect  of  the  full  development  of 
home  agricultural  resources  will  be  to  check 
in  some  measure,  the  foreign  trade  in  com ; 
but  he  will  always  have  moderate  and 
■tcudy  prices.  But  if  time  be  not  al- 
lowed— and  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that 
all  improvi'mcnts  in  this  department  of 
industry  arc  necessarily  slow — a  host  of 
cvilj  consequences  which  I  must  not  now 
dwell  upon,  will  assuredly  follow.  Happy 
would  he  be  if  this  discumion  could  be 
freed  from  the  heats  and  animOMty  which 
the  eagerness  of  disputants  is  apt  to  en- 
gi'nd<.-r.  The  lord  of  the  m»1  is  not,  in 
general,  the  hard-hearted,  graqring,  un- 
sympathising  being  his  opponent  rejMCsenta 
him — nor  u  the  manufacturer  the  Mudid, 
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selfish,  tyrannical  master  of  a  squalid,  dis- 
solute, disaffective  gang  which  some  haFe 
been  pleased  to  paint  him.  Wrong  has 
been  done  on  both  sides,  but  the  most 
grievous  wrong  to  the  manufacturer.  I 
wish  I  could  engage  some  of  those  gentle- 
men whose  hearts  are  filled  with  the  bit- 
terest prejudice,  as  my  companions  in  a 
visit  to  the  mills  with  their  surrounding 
cottages  and  schoolhouses  in  Belfast  and 
its  vicinity,  and  draw  their  attention  to  the 
provision  made  by  the  owners  for  the  ac- 
commodation, health,  and  education,  aye, 
andthecomfort  and  amusement  ofthejieople 
in  their  employ.  I  could  point  to  regula- 
tions for  providing  the  luxury  of  a  bath — I 
could  lead  my  companion  through  slips  of 
garden-ground  into  trim  cottages,  where 
he  would  find  a  few  books,  flowers,  shrubs, 
perhaps  a  musical  instrument;  I  could 
show  nim  the  beautiful  picture  of  Bum's 
Cotter  Saturday  Night,  transferred  to  the 
humble  dwelling  of  a  mill-labourers  family. 
But  this  was  the  result  of  a  prosperity 
which  is  rapidly  passing  away — all  is  hol- 
low and  insecure — trade  languishing — 
markets  failing.  What  can  the  proprietor 
do  ?  the  sentence  must  go  forth,  there  is  no- 
thing else  for  it.  Picture  to  yourself.  Sir, 
the  efiect  on  such  a  family  circle  as  I  have 
attempted  to  describe  of  these  terrible 
words,  "half  work,"  words  synonimous 
with  half  comfort,  half  living,  half  every 
thing  that  makes  life  desirable.  What 
consternation  !•— what  dismal  forebodings. 
How  many  images  of  terror  and  desolation 
crowd  upon  the  mothers  heart,  while  she 
casts  a  hurried  glance  round  their  little 
apartment  in  search  of  some  piece  of  fur- 
niture which  may  best  be  spared — or  runs 
over  in  her  mind  the  fate  of  other  families, 
predecessors  in  misfortune,  whose  sons 
have  been  scattered,  whose  daughters,  once 
happy  and  innocent  as  her  own  child, 
have  found  their  way  through  the  paths  of 
guilt  and  wretchedness  to  an  early  grave. 
Sir,  I  am  thankful  to  the  House  for  listen- 
ing so  patiently  to  my  somewhat  confused 
address.  Perhaps  it  would  be  here  more 
prudent  in  me  to  have  waited  till  I  had 
become  accustomed  to  an  atmosphere  which 
few  can  breathe  at  first  without  feeling 
their  heads  a  little  turned. 

Dr.  Bowring  :  I  move  the  adjournment 
of  this  debate. 

Mr.  B.  Hope  rose,  and  spoke  amidst 
cries  of  '*  Adjourn,"  and  "  Go  on,"  but 
little  of  what  the  hon.  Member  said  was 
heard  in  the  Gallery.  A  more  unnecessary 
or  futile  motion  he  said  than  that  made  by 


the  noble  Lord  had  never  been  proposed 
to  Parliament.  He  deprecated  the  inter- 
minable discussion  of  that  everlasting 
question,  the  Corn-laws.  That  was  the 
subject  that  appeared  to  exercise  a  pre- 
dominating influence  over  the  minds  of 
certain  hon.  Members  who  had  spoken 
during  the  course  of  that  debate,  and  they 
had  not  grappled  with  the  legitimate  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  viz.,  the  distress  of 
the  country.  He  thought,  that  that  dis- 
tress was  principally  to  be  traced  to  over- 
population and  over-luxury.  The  system 
pursued  in  our  large  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts had  tended  to  make  human  beings 
human  machines.  It  was  his  intention  to 
oppose  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord. 

Debate  adjourned. 

House  adjourned  a  few  minutes  after 
twelve  o'clock. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Wednesday,  February  15,  1843. 

MiNUTXs.]    Bills.    Public^V-    Forged  Exchequer  Bilb. 

PxTiTioM 8  Prkskntko  Bj  Mt  G.  W.  Wood  ftom,  Kendal 
for  Uie  Repeal  of  the  Com-laws. — By  other  hon.  Mem* 
ben  tram,  Bettws-y-Coed,  Peninachuo«  TrefHw  and 
Llanrhyefawyn,  Amlwch,  Llanbenlan,  Deanery  of  Arvon. 
Caerhwn»  Lleyr*  Conway,|Llandyftydog  and  Llanflhangi^ 
trer-beirdd,.and,  Llanerchynedd  and  Coedana,  against  the 
Union  of  the  St  Asaph  and  Bangor  Diooeaea^— From 
Auchenbowie,  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Mines  and  CoUieriea 
Act.~Fromt  he  Presbytery  of  Dumbarton,  for  Ameliora* 
ting  the  Condition  of  Scfaoobnasteis  (SooCland).— From 
Wirrall  Union  for  the  Repeal  of  Registration  of  Births, 
dee.  Act.--From  Uttozeter,  for  Extension  of  Churdi  of 
England.— From  Loughglyn,  KiUala,  and,  Adumry,  for 
Alteration  of  the  present  system  of  Education  (Ireland). — 
From  MountmeUick  Union,  for  Amendment  of  the  Poor 
Relief  (Ireland)  Act 

The  Circuits  (Ireland).]  Mr. 
Grattan  said,  seeing  the  noble  Lord  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland  had  taken  his  seat, 
he  was  very  anxious  to  put  a  question  to 
him  on  a  subject  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance connected  with  the  administration 
of  justice  in  that  country,  A  report  had 
got  abroad,  and  was  pretty  generally  be- 
lieved, that  the  time  for  commencing  the 
circuits  had  been  altered,  after  having 
been  once  fixed,  some  of  them  four  days, 
and  one  even  so  much  as  a  week.  The 
reason  given  for  such  an  extraordinary 
occurrence  was  a  very  strange  one ;  it  was 
said  that  a  grand  ball  was  to  be  given  by 
a  well-known  establishment  in  Dublin, 
and  that  it  was  found  that  the  time  fixed 
for  it  and  the  time  for  commencing  the 
circuits  were  so  near  as  materially  to 
threaten  the  enjoyments  of  the  bar.  It 
was  said,  in  fact,  that  the  time  forliolding 
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the  circuits  htd  been  changed  in  order  to 
allow  the  lawyers  to  dance  at  the  ball. 
He  wished  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  whether 
the  report  were  true. 

Lord  Eliot  said  that  if  notice  had  been 
given  him  that  such  a  question  would  be 
asked,  he  would  have  prepared  himself  to 
return  a  more  distinct  answer;  but  he 
believed  he  might  take  it  upon  himself  to 
state  that  there  was  no  foundation  at  all 
for  the  statement  referred  to.  Nothing 
like  an  official  communication  had  ever 
been  addressed,  on  the  subject,  to  any 
of  the  gentlemen  mentioned  in  the  news- 
paper paragraph  which  he  had  seen. 

Mr.  Orattan  said  there  had  certainly 
been  an  alteration  in  the  tine  fixed  for  the 
Munster  circuit. 

Iiord  KHot  said,  that  whatever  altera- 
tion might  have  taken  place,  there  was  no 
foundation  for  the  statement  that  that  al 
teration  was  made  in  reference  to  the  ball 
alluded  to. 

COLONBL  StODDART  AND  Mr.  CoKOL- 

LY.]  Dr.  Bowring,  seeing  the  right  hon. 
Barooat  had  just  entered  the  House,  hoped 
be  would  allow  him  (Dr.  Bowring)  to  put 
the  question  of  which  he  had  given  notice 
whainar  tha  Government  had  received  any 
official  account  of  tha  murder  of  Colonel 
Stoddart  and  Mr.  Conolly  at  Bokhara  ? 

Sir  R,  Pff/said  that  the  litest  accounts 
the  Government  bad  received  on  the  sub- 
ject to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
oalled  the  attention  of  the  House,  were 
contained  in  a  dispatch  from  Colonel 
Sheil,  dated  Teheran,  the  12th  of  No- 
vember. In  that  despatch  Colonel  Shell 
stated  several  grounds  that  made  it  al- 
most impossible  to  draw  any  other  con- 
olosion  than  that  Colonel  Stoddart  and 
Mr.  Conolly  had  been  murdered  by  the 
Ameer  of  Bokhara.  There  was  to  the 
despatch  a  postscript  dated  the  2drd, 
in  which  Colonel  Sbeil  said,  that  he  had 
seen  an  Affghan  gentleman,  commonly 
called  Koomiedda,  who  had  been  formerly 
attached  to  Mr.  Conolly,  and  who  had 
arrived  direct  from  Bokhara.  The  infor- 
mation brought  by  this  person  confirmed 
the  report  of  the  murder.  All  the  inter- 
est  that  the  representative  of  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  possessed  was  exercised  to  save 
Colonel  Stoddart  and  Mr.  Conolly,  but  in 

n.  He  feared  there  was  every  reason 
e  that  the  report  was  but  too  well 
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DiSTRlBS  OF  THE  COUKTRY  —  AD- 
JOURNED Debate.]  The  Order  of  tha 
Day  having  been  read  for  reaumiog  the 
adjourned  debate. 

Dr.  Bowring  said,  that  before  be  re. 
ferred  to  the  general  subject  of  the  de« 
bate,  he  felt  himself  called  upon  shortly 
to  refer  to  another  personal  attack  diiected 
against  him  by'the  hon.  Memberfor  KoRret- 
borough,  who  had  indulged  in  r  aeriat  of 
personalities,  attacks  more  remarkable  for 
jactancy  than  good  sense,  and  rather  ex- 
hibited the  wish  than  the  power  to  wooed. 
The  hon.  Member  appeared  to  beve 
elected  himself  to  the  office  of  R  kied  of 
general  inquisitor  or  common  aceiiaer, 
and  he  (Dr.  Bowring)  should  tberefoie 
have  thought  himself  at  liberty  not  to 
refer  to  the  attack  to  which  he  bad  beMi 
himself  exposed,  were  it  not  for  bb  enzi* 
ety  to  set  himself  right  with  the  HoiMe. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Knareabofoogh, 
who  certainly  wanted  no  industry  in  bont- 
iog  out  with  the  busiest  assiduity  whatever 
was  likely  to  give  piquancy  to  bia  die« 
tribes,  had  paid  him  the  conplimeal  of 
alluding  to  a  speech  delivered  by  bhn 
(Dr.  Bowring)  many  years  ago  on  tlMsab* 
ject  of  the  band  loom  weavers.  Hie  objeei 
was  then  to  show  that  it  was  in  the  mya* 
terious  destinies  of  man  to  beve  osiaery 
treading  closely  upon  the  march  of  eivOiaR* 
tioD— and  that  some  evil  iovRriRbly  oMurked 
the  progress  of  good.  It  was  in  the  atem 
necessity  of  our  mortal  lot  tbet  no  greet 
advance  could  be  made  in  knowledge  or 
in  virtue  but  at  the  cost  of  sofleriog.  Did 
not  the  establishment  of  CbristiRDity  over- 
throw hosts  of  heathen  priests  and  teaB|ilte 
and  those  who  depended  upon  tbees  ? 
Did  not  the  Reformation  throw  thoeseode 
and  thousands  who  lived  on  the  booRty  of 
monks  and  convents  upon  the  poblie  c&r» 
rity?  Did  not  the  invention  of  priotiof 
embarrass  and  distress  noltitiides  oi 
scribes  who  lost  their  employment  f  Who 
could  follow  the  consequences  of  the 
application  of  the  steam  engine,  wHboet 
tracing  crowds  of  impoverished  laboerera 
in  its  immediate  neighbourhood.  Have 
not  railways  directly  and  for  a  time  alerm- 
ingly  interfered  with  other  meens  of  coes- 
munication  ?  Nay  1  justice  itself— en  rc- 
tivc  and  a  wholesome  police  attacks  nany 
interests,  and  will  be  regarded  with  dis- 
trust and  alarm  by  tboee  whom  it  die- 
quiets.  The  speech  probal>ly  dwelt  no 
longer  in  the  memorv  of  the  Hoose;  bwl 
in  that  speech  he  bed  stated  tbel  the 
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handloom  weavers  were  among  the  most 
unfortunate  of  his  countrymen,  because 
they  had  been  peculiarly  ihe  victims  of  the 
conquests  of  the  power-loom ;  that  they 
had  suffered  much,  and  roust  suffer  still 
more,  in  consequence  of  the  mechanical 
improvements  that  had  taken  place.  He 
had  referred  at  the  same  time  to  the 
Dacca  district  in  India,  where  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  had  been  subjected 
to  great  distress  by  the  extension  of  the 
superior  manufactures  of  Great  Britain. 
He  had  not,  however,  by  this  intended  to 
infer  that  it  was  possible  to  stop  the  career 
of  improvement.  Quite  the  contrary  ;  in 
those  improvements  he  rejoiced,  though 
he  had  distinctly  stated  it  as  his  opinion 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  Legislators  to 
make  mechanical  improvements  more  and 
more  subservient  to  the  happiness  of  the 
community.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had 
quoted  in  strong  condemnation  some 
verses  of  his  which  savoured  strongly  of 
indignation  against  the  Corn-laws.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  object  to  the  in- 
dignation, he  only  wanted  it  transferred 
from  the  bread -tax  to  the  power-loom. 
But  in  the  presence  of  misery,  such  as  he 
had  witnessed,  there  might  be  some  in- 
dulgence  for  the  vehement  expression  of 
these  big  and  bursting  thoughts  which 
forced  their  wav  to  utterance.  He  would 
refer  to  the  borough  with  which  it  was  his 
painful  privilege  to  be  connected,  for  evi- 
dence of  the  existence  of  distress  in  its 
roost  appalling  shapes.  It  was  of  little 
effect  to  generalize.  He  must  cite  a  few 
examples.  He  was  in  possession  of  the 
details  of  thirty-nine  individual  cases, 
which  had  been  selected  from  the  mass ; 
and  if  any  doubt  were  thrown  upon  them, 
he  had  irrefragable  proofs  of  the  truth  of 
the  statements  made  respecting  them,  and 
would  willingly  give  the  names  both  of  the 
inquirers  and  the  sufferers.  He  would 
refer  to  two  or  three,  if  the  House  would 
permit  him,  with  a  view  of  showing  the 
pernicious  effect  of  those  laws  which  did 
good  to  none,  and  raised  the  price  of  food 
to  all.  One  was  that  of  a  man  who  was 
an  iron-moulder,  and  had  worked  twelve 
years  for  one  firm  ;  he  had  formerly  earned 
30s.  a  week,  but  had  done  no  work  since 
the  ist  of  March,  1842 ;  he  had  a  wife 
and  four  children.  When  he  found  that 
his  former  employers  had  no  more  work 
for  him,  he  had  tried  everywhere  to  obtain 
it.  He  had  taken  the  tramp,  as  it  was 
called  ;  after  having  been  unsuccessfal  in 


Bolton  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  tra- 
velled through  Wales,  Durham,  Northum- 
berland, Cumberland,  and  Westmorland, 
and  been  obliged  to  come  here  again  with- 
out having  got  any,  he  bad  rested  awhile, 
then  taking  the  tramp  again,  and  visited 
many  of  the  manofacturing  towns,  tra- 
versing the  midland  counties,  and  coming 
to  London  with  the  same  object,  but  with- 
out success.  On  one  occasion,  when  lying 
down  to  rest  by  the  road  side,  he  was  re- 
lieved by  some  field  labourers,  and  when 
in  London  he  had  great  difficulty  in  keep- 
ing out  of  the  hands  of  the  police.  An- 
other case  was  that  of  a  man  who  was  liv- 
ing in  a  cellar;  he  had  been  an  engineer, 
but  had  remained  out  of  work  nine 
months,  and  had  travelled  1,100  roiles  in 
search  of  employment,  without  success ;  he 
had  been  much  out  of  doors,  and  suffered 
from  exposure  to  the  weather  and  other 
hardships  until  he  became  rheumatic  and 
stiff  in  the  joints,  like  an  old  man,  although 
only  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  his 
nails  dropped  off  from  his  fingers  and  toes; 
he  was  not  uninformed  or  uninstructed, 
for  the  person  who  visited  him  and  inqoired 
into  his  case,  found  him  drawing  a  land- 
scape, and  there  was  some  manuscript 
poetry  on  the  table  before  him ;  at  that 
time  he  was  dependent  for  support  on  bis 
sister,  who  worked  in  a  cotton-mill.  A 
third  case  of  a  worker  in  the  foundry,  a  very 
powerful  man,  but  greatly  reduced  in 
bulk,  his  clothes  were  become  a  great  deal 
too  large  for  biro,  he  thought  be  had  lost 
about  forty  pounds  in  weieht^  looked 
sullen  and  heavy,  and,  to  use  the  words  of 
roy  informant,  when  I  entered  his  bouse, 
he  was  sitting  upon  bis  door  threshold  and 
would  scarcely  look  up  or  notice  roe  as  I 
passed  him;  he  had  a  wife  and  four  children 
and  had  received  3s.  6d,  per  week  from  the 
parish  for  three  weeks.  His  wife  told  me 
that  they  had  nothing  whatever  to  eat,  and 
it  was  then  nearly  dinner  time ;  that  they 
had  neither  clothing  nor  furniture  upon 
which  they  could  raise  anything  to  buy 
food.  That  she  had  that  rooming,  for  the 
first  time,  turned  out  to  crave  charity, 
and  that  upon  calling  at  the  nearest  gen« 
tleman's  house,  the  servants  told  her  they 
would  advise  her  to  return  home,  for  they 
scarcely  dared  to  go  near  their  mistress 
to  ask  an  alms  for  any  one,  seeing  that  she 
was  teazed  so  often  every  day ;  and  upon 
this  she  had  returned  home  weeping  and 
in  despair.  They  had  once  possess^  a  fiiir 
stock  of  fumitore^  and  bad  pawned  and 
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•old  tbeir  beds,  chain,  tiUet,  drawers  and 
clock,  and  thai  they  had  alto  sold  the 
tickets  of  the  articles  they  had  pawned. 
The  children  looked  healthy  lively  chil- 
dren, and  I  inquired  if  they  attended 
school.  The  moiber  replied  that  they  bad 
usually  attended  school  on  Sundays  when 
they  had  had  suitable  clothing,  but  that 
latterly  they  had  had  only  one  suit  of 
clothes  that  was  fit  to  be  seen,  and  they 
had  sent  one  child  to  school  in  them  in 
the  morning,  had  stripped  them  off  at  mid- 
day, and  sent  another  child  to  school  in 
the  same  clothing  in  the  afternoon.  She 
showed  me  the  little  childrens'  shirts; 
they  were  so  ragged  and  torn,  that  it 
seemed  hardly  possible  the  little  creatures 
could  find  their  way  into  them.  He 
would  mention  one  more  case — that  of  a 
man  who  had  been  visited  a  short  time 
ago  by  a  most  excellent  and  benevolent 
friend  of  his,  and  who  had  been  driven  mad 
by  hb  misery, — his  madness  was  perhaps 
preferable  to  the  sufferings  that  pre- 
ceded it — that  friend  told  him  that  he 
had  found  this  person  with  his  wife 
and  children  at  dinner,  and  all  they  had 
was  a  jug  of  buttermilk  and  a  loaf  of 
bread  which  he  was  dividingamong^t  them. 
They  had  only  a  small  allowance  from  the 
parish,  and  had  to  make  out  a  livelihood 
m  the  best  way  they  could,  be  had  just 
pawned  his  checked  shirt  to  buy  the  bread 
and  butter-milk  they  were  then  partaking. 
The  man  observed  in  a  manner  which  was 
something  betwixt  a  sneer  and  a  threat, 
**have  they  not  done  their  worst  at  us 
now,  can  they  bring  us  to  anything  worse 
than  this  ?"  He  was  a  remarkably  6ne 
formed  powerful,  muscular,  and  hard- 
working man,  about  thirty-five  years  of 
age,  almost  of  Herculean  strength,  repre- 
sented as  one  who  could  "  turn  his  hand 
to  any  kind  of  work/'  and  it  was  very 
painful  to  hear  his  impatient  expressions, 
his  wife  shewed  me  how  ragged  and  worn 
out  were  all  the  children's  clothing,  she 
was  washing  some  of  them  and  it  was  as 
much  as  she  could  do  to  prevent  them 
from  being  torn  to  pieces  by  handling  in 
the  waters.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that 
the  intellect  sinks  under  such  a  weight  of 
suffering  ?  He  had  heard  of  other  cases 
in  which  persons  had  sunk  under  the 
weight  of  the  miseries  they  had  endured 
from  want  of  employment^  and  become 
lunatics:  these  were  isolated  instances, 
but  they  were  the  parts  which  together 
made  up  the  masses  of  misery — they  were 


fragmeott  of  the  great  aeeamnlatioiit  of 
suffering — they  were  samples  of  a  hage 
bit  of  human  affliction.  He  knew  hov 
much  be  needed  the  indulgence  of  tbe 
House  when  he  troubled  them  with  tta- 
tistics  and  figures;  but  they  were  of  a 
character  so  emphatic  and  irresistible, 
that  he  was  sure  that,  if  he  did  doC  obtain 
the  attention  of  many  hon.  Mesben, 
whom  other  subjects  seemed  to  interest 
much  more,  he  should  get  that  of  ber  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  when  he  showed  iboB 
that  the  state  of  Bolton  and  tbe  manufac- 
turing district  of  Lancashire  was  far  wone 
now  than  when  he  called  the  attentioa  of 
the  House  to  it  last  year.  He  held  in  his 
hand  returns  made  up  with  great  care  to 
the  commencement  of  the  present  UMNith, 
showing  to  what  a  frightful  extent  the 
wages  paid  in  that  town  to  different  tnuiet 
had  diminished.  In  1838  there  won  150 
carpenters  and  joiners  employed,  earning 
25s.  a  week  each.  There  were  now  only 
twenty-five  in  full  work,  earning  that  sum, 
and  there  were  fifteen  only  half-em ployed, 
making  a  difference  of  146^  per  week  leas 
at  the  present  time  received  by  this  trade 
than  in  1838.  In  1837  there  were  140 
stonemasons  employed,  at  34s.  per  week ; 
at  present  there  were  only  fifty,  who  earned 
no  more  than  10s.  6(f.;  this  trade,  there- 
fore, received  153/.  15s.  a  week  ksn  than 
they  did  five  years  ago.  The  bed-quih 
weavers  earned  in  all  383/.  a  week  in 
1838;  at  present,  only  182/.,  being  a 
difference  of  200/.  per  week.  The  eaminga 
of  the  counterpane  weavers  were  500/ 
per  week  in  1839;  they  were  now  2101., 
being  a  difference  of  290/.  a  week.  In 
1839,  there  were  2,800  handloom  wea?era 
employed  earning  on  an  average  &.  a 
week,  and  this  too  at  the  time  of  thehr 
prosperity ;  now  there  were  only  2,300, 
who  earned  on  an  average  not  more  than 
ar.  lid.  The  same  facU  pervaded  ail  the 
trades  of  Bolton,  showing  3,651/.  16s.  Id. 
less  per  week  paid  in  wages^  or  a  difiereooe 
per  annum  of  189,871/.  in  the  wages  dis- 
tributed among  twelve  trades  alone.  Was 
it  anv  wonder  that  there  should  be  an 
enormous  and  intolerable  amount  of  suf- 
fering ?  Who  could  be  surprised  if  there 
was  a  great  quantity  of  discontent  con- 
nected with  this  amount  of  suffering?  If 
he  could  not  appeal  to  the  humanity  or 
wisdom  of  the  House,  he  would  appeal  to 
their  own  interests.  He  was  bound  lolell 
them  that  the  state  of  the  country  was  one 
of  extreme  peril.     No  person  could  answer 
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for  the  continuance  of  peace  when  human 
nature  was  driven  to  the  extreme  point  of 
endurance.  They  might  rest  assured  that 
the  feelings  of  the  people  would  speedily 
assume  a  very  formidable  aspect,  if  some 
change  for  the  better  were  not  made.  He 
did  not  speak  this  in  the  spirit  of  menace, 
but  in  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  The  party  op- 
posite were  informed  of  the  remedy,  but  if 
they  did  not  choose  to  accept  that,  why  did 
they  not  attempt  a  remedy  of  their  own  ? 
The  danger  was  not  removed,  but  was  be- 
coming greater.  What  was  the  present 
state  of  Bolton  ?  There  were  no  less  than 
fifty-eight  benefit  societies  in  that  bo- 
rough which  were  either  wholly  broken 
up,  or  in  a  state  of  bankruptcy,  reducing 
the  payment  to  the  sick  members  to  one 
half.  Twenty-seven  benefit  societies  were 
only  giving  half-pay.  Let  any  one  pass 
through  the  deserted  streets  of  Bolton,  and 
see  the  miserable  objects  he  would  meet 
there — despairing  mothers  and  starving 
children,  abandoned  dwellings,  people 
living  in  cellars  without  furniture  or 
clothing;  no  table,  no  seat,  no  fuel.  Let 
him  consider  that  this  state  of  things  was 
not  confined  to  one  town  only ;  and  then 
say  whether  it  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
House  to  tell  the  sufierers  that  they  could 
bold  out  to  them  no  hope  of  an  improve- 
ment in  their  condition.  ['*  hear,  hear.'"] 
It  might  be  well  for  those  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  revelled  in  every  enjoyment  to  excess 
— who  never  knew  what  it  was  to  have  a 
desire  ungratified — who  had  vast  resources 
to  supply  them  with  every  luxury  from 
every  quarter  of  the  world — to  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  prayers  of  the  suf- 
fering millions ;  but  he  would  entreat 
them,  if  not  from  regard  to  their  own 
duty  as  legislators,  or  to  the  peremptory 
claims  of  humanity  and  the  voice  of 
Christianity,  to  lend  a  willing  attention, 
and  seriously  to  enter  on  an  inquiry 
whether  some  means  of  alleviating  the 
distress  could  not  be  found.  The  appli- 
cations for  relief  made  to  the  society  for 
the  protection  of  the  poor  in  the  town  of 
Bolton  showed  how  frightfully  distress 
had  of  late  increased.  In  1840  the  num- 
ber of  applicants  for  relief,  most  of  them 
heads  of  families,  was  770  ^  in  1841,  it 
was  2,564;  in  1842,  it  was  3,940.  The 
number  of  individuals  belonging  to  the 
families  of  those  who  were  relieved  in 
1840  was  2,656;  in  1841,  9,523;  in 
1842,  15,296.  The  average  earnings  of 
those  who  applied  for  relief  from  this  so-| 
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ciety  were,  in  1840,  Is.  2|<i.  per  week; 
in  1841,  lOJd;  and  in  1842,  lO^d. ;  but 
of  those  who  received   relief  the  average 
weekly  earnings  was  in  1840,  lO^d.;  in 
1841,  9J(f.;    and  in    1842,  9^^.     Was 
this  a  state  of  things  which  ought  to  exist 
in  this  country,  which  was  the  greatest, 
the  richest,  and  professed  to  be  the  wisest 
and  happiest  in  the  world.     Was  it  to  be 
conceived  that  this  should  exist  amongst 
the  most  meritorious,  the  most  intelligent, 
the  most  provident,  and  the  most  indus- 
trious race  on  whom  the  sun  shines.     The 
agitation  existing  in  the  country  was  com- 
plained of;  it  had  been  attributed  to  the 
Anti-Corn-law  League— ["  No!  no!**]  it 
has  a  deeper  source  and  a  wider  range. 
The  agitation  was  in  the  thoughtful,  the 
Christian  mind  of  the  country  ;  who  could 
be  otherwise  than    agitated   amidst   the 
heart-spectacles  that   surrounded  them? 
The  facts  he  had  stated  showed  that  the 
distress  was  increasing  from  day  to  day ; 
it  was  likely  to  continue,  and  every  day 
the  application  of  a  remedy  would  be  more 
and  more  embarrassing  and  difficult.     It 
was  said,  that  the  Anti-Corn-law  League 
was  the  cause  of  the  prevailing  discontent. 
He  admitted,  indeed,  that  the  Anti-Coro. 
law  League  had  done  something  to  move 
the  minds  of  men  on  this  great  question. 
They  had  done  what  the  Government  had 
failed  to  do     They  had  endeavoured  to 
find  out  the  cause  of  the  distress^  and  to 
indicate  the  remedy.    To  what  was  their 
influence  to  be  attributed  ?  They  had  an* 
nounced — they  had  circulated  the  incon- 
trovertible fact,  that  the  world's  granaries 
ought  to  be  accessible  to  famished  multi- 
tudes of  laborious  Englishmen.     They  bad 
shown  that  there  were   millions  in   this 
country  who  wanted  bread,  whilst  they 
had  the  productions  which  other  countries 
wanted,  and  would  give  bread  in  exchange 
for.    They  had   shown,  what  was  well 
knawn  to  all  and  undeniable,  that  there 
was  a  superfluity  of  food  in  the  world; 
and  was  it  to  be  said  the  Anti- Corn-law 
League  was  agitating  the  country  and  pro* 
ducing  discontent,  because  they  endea- 
voured  to  promote  that  interchange  of 
productions  which  all  nations  desired,  and 
which  would  give  a  portion  of  that  super- 
fluity to  our  own  starving  people?  The 
Government  admitted  the  extent  and  in- 
tensity of  the  distress.     If  the  right  hon. 
E^ronet  would  carry  out  his  own  princi- 
ples ;  if  he  would  allow  his  mind  to  dwell 
upon  the  scenes  around  him  ;  if  he  would 
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look  ot  iW  iokJcTible  •iwrj  0/  iImw  U-  ! 
boriMW  betop  froa  vLmb  kit  aaoMfort 
Ihod  colfecud  tMir  vcalUk ;   if  be  vovid 
do  tilt*  Le  (I>f*  Br^wna^)  did  Mi  doobt 
tJMt  he  voeki  eod««Yoor  to  d^f  ue  »eofk§ 
lor  rcflM^m^  ibe  Bjacnr,  vbicb  va*  a  oi»- . 
gfoce  ftod  ofrprob<0B  to  &  CbrntMs  ittiMa. . 
Ao  boo.  Gebtleonao  bad  fUted  tbai  tbe  ! 
difUeM  was  00I5  local,  and  bad  oeo- ! 
lioocd,  as  a  matter  of  coosolatioo,  ibat  it . 
pervaded  ooiy  certaio  districts.     It  was  ' 
perfectly  troe,  said  bc«  tbe  distress  esisted  • 
at  Sobderlsbd ;  bot  tbeo  prospent?  pre-  ; 
vailed  at  Harilepool*    Jo  tbu  way  it  was  '. 
attempted  to  deal  out  sooie  consolatioo  to ' 
the  §u§tna^t  of  tbe  people.     He  beliered  | 
IbaC  notbtof  would  satisfy  tbe  coootry  bot ; 
a  ioeasore  of  relief  wbicb  sboald  esteod  j 
to  oil  claiies.     He  was  sorry  to  bear  from 
tbe  rifbt  boo.  Geotlemaa  opposite  ^Mr. 
Gladstooe)  some  of   tbose  old  fallacies 
wbicb  bad  beeo  so  peroicious  to  legisla- 
tioo.    Certaio  words  from  time  to  lime 
bod  beeo  bandied  about  00  comaMrcial 
sokijects*  wbicb  bad,  be  believed,  been 
SDore  peroicious  io  tbeir  resolt  tbao  tboo- 
aaods  of  misdeeds.    One  of  ibe  most  pro- 
mioeot  of  tbese  was  tbe  word  **  protec- 
tioo.^     He  bad  beard   tbat  word  again 
and  ogain  from  tbe  rigbt  boo.  Gentlemao, 
yel  be  was  sure  tbat  tbe  rigbt  boo.  Geo- 
tlemao  knew  that  proteciioo  meant  nothing 
more  tban  putting  your  band  into  a  aiao's 
pocket  and  eatractiog  from  it  more  than 
Ibe  iuit  f  alue  of  tbat  wbicb  yon  offered  in 
excbange.    Again,  what  was  meant  by 
**  reciprocity/'  another  of  tbe  instruments 
of  sophistry  and   fallacy.     Why  should 
you  refute    to  take  the  productions  of 
other  nations  unless  they  consented   to 
take  yours?  Jt  was  saying  that  you  would 
not  be  wise  unless  other  nations  were  wise 
also ;  that  you  would  persist  in  your  folly, 
unless  other  nations  consented  to  abandon 
tbeir  own  foolish  courses.    The  right  hon. 
Baronet  opposite    confessed    himself   of 
opinion  that  this  Government  would  not 
be  justified  in  delaying  much  longer  to 
change    their    policy — he   acknowledged 
tbe  principle  was  a  wii^and  a  true  one, 
that  they  should  legislate  for  themselves, 
taking  care  of  their  own  interests,  and 
leaving   foreign   nations  to  take  care  of 
theirs,     lie  (Dr.  Bowring)  thought  that 
their  ancestors,   who  held  out  great  en- 
couragement   to    importation,    and    left 
exports  to  take  care  of  themselves  were 
far  wiser  than  us  who  were   per|)c*tually 
seeking  the  means  of  tending  goods  out 


of   tbe 
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tbe  food  of  tbe  peopk.  Ow 
fotefatbers  rt^gardod  rwilbif  ihot 
imported  os  so  mock  gaio  to  tbo 
try.  He  believed  tbat  M  tbey 
that  tbe  great  fooodafkm  of 
mercial  code,  tbey  wowld 
maoy  of  tbose  mistakes  ioto  wbick  ihcj 
were  coostaotly  faliiog.  It  was  empodcd 
bv  maoT  boo.  GeotkoKO  tbat  bcfaot  ise 
gave  ao  example  of  free-trade  to  oibcr 
nations,  tbose  nalioos  sboold  set  vaibe 
example.  Why,  io  reply  to  tbot  ko  bod 
to  observe,  tbat  tbe  demoiMi  for  ffoa-tiade 
was  not  so  great  amoo^  tbem  os  witb  oa. 
Tbey  were  snfferrog  leas  tbao  os  tbo  com* 
sequences  of  a  protective  aod  ptoUUsory 
system.  It  bad  not  yot  bioiog;bt  opoo 
tbem  all  its  miscbievoos  roaolla.  Mooy 
of  tbem,  actoated  by  oar  exaapio,  bod 
entered  upon  a  very  filjacioos  caioer  of 
protectioo.  Fancying  tbat  oor  woollb 
was  derived  from  the  tbcoryof  protection, 
they  adopted  a  similar  legislatioo.  Bot  tkoy 
would  be  taught  as  we  had  been  toogbl— 
and  the  severe  lessoos  of  adversity  wooU 
bring  them  to  tbeir  seooss.  nej  woto 
already  awakening  to  tbo  dangers  of  tbeir 
course.  At  present  there  was  a  delogmtioo 
io  Paris  from  the  wine-prodoctog  distrieto 
of  Frsnce,  and  be  trusted  tbat  tbo  eiocta 
of  that  delegation  would  teod  to  facilifotc 
the  negotiations  now  peodiog  batwoon  ibis 
couotry  aod  Franco  00  tbe  aobyecC  of  a 
commercial  treaty.  He  eoold  oot  torn* 
ceive  how  it  was  that  sixty  miilioos  of  tbo 
most  enligbieoed  people  in  tbo  world— -tbe 
inbabftanu  of  Franco  and  Eoglaod-^witb 
so  many  means  of  commonicatioo,  oad 
productions  so  suited  to  tbe  wants  of  ooeb 
other,  were  debarred  of  the  bone6t  of  io* 
tercourse  on  advantageous  teroM  by  tbo 
perversity  of  bad  legislation.  Hie  Quun- 
ber  of  Commerce  of  Lyons  bad  always 
been  foremost  in  advocating  souod  prio- 
ciples  of  commerce,  and  they  bad  raoeotly 
forwarded  to  the  French  goveroBMot  a 
remonstrance,  complsiniog  tbat  tbe  Fieoeb 
manufacturers,  and  the  trade  of  Lyooa, 
which  formed  more  than  30  per  coot,  of 
the  whole  manufacturing  export  trade  of 
France,  should  be  sacrificed  to  some  patty 
and  worthless  interests,  which  bad 
the  ear  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies. 
cuuld  not  doubt  tbe  ultimate  result 
be,  as  certainly  as  the  sua  rose — as 
tainly  as  wave  followed  wave— tbat  ll 
principles,  bound  up  witb  tbe  great  io» 
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teretU  of  mankindy  must  uhimately  pre- 
vaiL  He  held  in  his  band  a  recent  number 
of  a  paper,  printed  at  Hong  Kong,  from 
which  be  would  take  the  liberty  of  reading 
ao  extract,  and  he  hoped  no  one  would 
object  to  being  taught  wisdom,  even  from 
the  other  side  of  the  globe  : — 

**The  larger  our  ability  to  take  the  products 
of  China,  the  larger  will  be  the  capability  of  the 
Chinese  to  buy  our  manufactures.  If  it  be  an 
object  10  give  employment  to  our  starving  po* 
piilation  at  home  no  better  plan  could  be  de- 
vised than  to  equalize  the  tea  duties  and  admit 
the  sugars  of  China  as  those  of  India,  at  the  low 
duty.  Were  not  China  sugars  in  effect  prohibited 
in  England,  we  are  assured  they  would  be 
largely  sent  as  returns  for  cotton  manufactures. 
In  several  of  the  northern  ports  they  could  be 
cheaply  and  abundantly  supplied  as  returns, 
but  our  merchants  are  debarred  from  taking 
them,  and  hence  the  Chinese  there  cannot 
become  purchasers;  and  what  would  be  an 
important  outlet  for  our  manufactures  is 
effectually  closed  by  our  suicidal  policy.  We 
understand  that  the  beautifully  refined  and 
highly  saccharine  sugars  of  Chinchew  could  be 
regularly  deliverable  in  London  at  or  under 
4^  per  lb.  The  article  is,  we  are  told, 
fiilly  equal,  for  domestic  purposes,  to  lump 
sugar  which  is  retailed  in  England  at  lOJ.  to 
If.  per  lb.  The  duty  on  it,  which,  as  before 
saidy  is  in  effect  prohibitory,  amounts  to  more 
than  If.  3d.  per  lb.  The  raw  sugars  of  China 
which  would  be  importable  into  England  at 
about  2d,  per  lb.,  would  have  to  pay  a  duty 
of  6d,  per  lb.  As  it  is  quite  certain  that  there 
will  be  an  early  revision  of  the  sugar  duties 
(firom  the  avowed  dissatisfaction  of  Brasil,  and 
other  foreign  and  domestic  causes  we  have 
sot  time  to  specify),  we  would  urge  on  our 
merchants  to  take  early  measures  to  secure 
justice  to  China  as  respects  this  very  im- 
portant article,  which  should  become  one  of  our 
staples,  for  we  see  no  reason  why  the  crude 
ana  refined  sugars  of  China  and  neighbouring 
countries  should  not  be  brought  to  Hong  Kong 
and  thence  reshipped  to  England  and  other 


countries.' 

He  had  been  delighted  with  the  ter- 
mination of  hostilities.  The  nation  was 
now  at  peace;  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
enjoyed  the  noble  privilege  of  having 
brought  the  war  to  a  conclusion.  This 
was  the  time  to  consider  the  internal  con- 
dition of  the  country,  and  it  was  impose 
•ibie  for  Parliament  to  refuse  to  decide 
this  important  question.  He  saw  evils 
increasing  everywhere,  yet  still  he  nou- 
rished hope  that  a  day-star  was  arising ; 
and  that  day-star  was  free-trade*  Let  our 
markets  be  extended,  our  ports  opened, 
and  we  should  6nd  many  willing  to  deal 
with  us.     But  if  it  was  determined  to 


pursue  the  selfish  and  sinister  policy  which 
had  already  created  so  much  suffering, 
and  would  create  more,  then  he  could 
only  look  into  futurity  with  a  despairing 
spirit,  and  anticipate  for  this  great  coun- 
try a  downfal  as  rapid  as  its  rise  had 
been. 

Mr.  S.  Wortley  said,  that  he  should 
have  abstained  from  taking  any  share  in 
the  debate,  feeling  how  completely  every 
topic  and  statement  that  could  bear  on  the 
question  had  been  exhausted,  but  he  should 
not  have  wished  to  have  his  silence  con- 
strued into  any  doubt  of  the  existence  of 
the  distress  which  had  been  so  often  de- 
scribed. He  should  be  sorry,  representing 
as  he  did  a  large  portion  of  the  population 
who  were  suffering  from  the  existence  of 
that  distress,  to  allow  any  inference  to  be 
drawn  that  he  did  not  concur  in  the  state- 
ments that  had  been  made.  At  the  same 
time,  he  would  not  have  it  thought  that 
he  was  in  any  degree  afraid  of  meeting  the 
question  raised  as  to  the  cause  of  that  dis- 
tress. But  if  he  had  had  no  other  reason 
for  presenting  himself  to  the  House,  he 
should  have  done  so  to  remark  on  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
who  had  just  sat  down.  Till  that  speech 
was  made^  he  must  say,  in  justice  to  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite^  the  debate  had  main- 
tained a  tone  at  once  creditable  to  the 
speakers,  and  worthy  of  the  great  and  im- 
portant subject  they  were  now  called  on 
to  discuss.  But  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  thought  fit  to  adopt  a 
different  tone^  he  hw.  imitated  the  in- 
flammatory language  so  common  out  of 
doors;  he  had  pointed  to  Gentlemen  on 
that  »ide  of  the  House  as  being  actuated 
by  selfish  motives,  and  had  told  them  they 
were  revelling  in  luxury  at  the  expense  of 
people  who  were  pining  in  distress.  He 
took  upon  himself,  in  the  name  of  the  Gen- 
tlemen by  whom  he  was  surrounded*  to 
reject  ana  deny  those  imputations.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  might  talk  of 
the  diatribes  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Knaresborough,  but  he  should  be  glad  to 
know  whether  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber had  not  been  more  inflammatory  in  his 
language.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had  re- 
cited to  them  a  most  melancholy  series  of 
cases  of  distress  and  suflfering;  and  he  did 
not  mean  to  dispute  the  extent  and  inten- 
sity of  the  national  distress;  but  when  the 
hon.  Gentleman  went  so  far  as  to  tell  them 
that  he  believed  the  Corn-laws  were  daily 
causing  the  deaths  of  hundreds  of  our 
fellQw-creatures,  he  should  say  to  the  hon. 
Y2 
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Gentleman  in  reply,  that  if  that  were  the 
case,  he  knew  not  on  what  possible  ground 
he  could  refrain  from  censuring  the  course 
taken  by  many  hon.  Gentlemen  on  his  own 
side.  There  were  many  Members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  who  merely  sought 
to  effect  a  change  in  the  constitution  of 
the  Corn- laws,  and  to  dispense  with  the 
sliding- scale,  but  who  had  no  thought 
whatever  of  abandoning  a  fixed  duty  upon 
foreign  corn.  If  the  restrictions  upon  the 
importation  of  food  were  daily  causing  the 
deaths  of  hundreds,  he  should  be  glad  to 
know  what  possible  justification  there  ex- 
isted for  any  other  course  than  that  of  a 
repeal  of  the  Corn-laws,  immediate  and 
total.  He  would  only  ask  the  hon.  Gentle- 
roan  to  turn  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Belfast, 
who  had  stated  lasl  night  with  a  candour 
which  did  him  credit,  that  althou^^h  he 
believed  the  Corn-laws  had  a  part  in  the 
distress  of  the  country  they  were  not  the 
onlv  caU8e  of  that  distress,  and  that  in  his 
opinion  the  wiser  course  would  be  not  to 
abolish  them  at  once,  but  by  a  gradual 
process.  But  whatever  might  be  the  wisr 
dom  of  such  a  course,  he  would  take  upon 
himself  to  say,  that  it  would  be  wholly  in- 
defensible if  the  hon.  Member  for  Bolton 
were  right  in  asserting  that  the  continuance 
of  the  Corn-laws  was>  the  cause  of  death 
and  starvation.  But  the  truth  was,  that 
that  assertion  was  founded  upon  the  as- 
sumption that  th\e  Corn-laws  were  the  sole 
cause  of  the  national  distress.  Now  he 
was  prepared  altogether  to  dispute  that 
position.  He  believed  no  such  tning,  nor 
did  he  believe  that  if  the  Corn-laws  were 
repealed  to-morrow,  that  repeal  would 
have  the  effect  in  removing  the  distress  of 
the  country,  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
seemed  to  imagine.  Hon.  Members  oppo- 
site had  told  the  House  that  the  importation 
of  corn  should  be  free,  and  a  small  portion 
of  them  appeared  to  advocate  the  abolition 
of  all  protection  to  the  British  agricultu- 
rist. Now,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
if  the  importation  of  foreign  corn  took 
place  in  large  quantities,  the  price  of  corn 
in  this  country  would  be  reduced.  Upon 
that  point,  there  could  be  no  difference  of 
opinion,  and  the  only  (juestiou  was  whe- 
ther, if  prices  were  thus  to  be  reduced,  the 
change  might  not  give  rise  to  evils  as  great 
as  those  which  it  was  intended  to  remedy. 
It  appeared  to  him  that,  in  arguing  the 
subject,  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  had  con- 
fined exclusively  their  sympathies  to  that 
portion  of  our  population  which  had  no 
share  in  the  cultivation  of  land.    They 


seemed,  when  cootemplatiog  the 
at  present  in  distress,  to  forget  that  about 
two-thirds  of  the  population  of  this  couo* 
try  were  dependent  for  support,  not  upon 
manufactures,  but  upon  agriculture.  He 
believed,  he  was  not  over-stating  the  pro- 
portion when  he  alleged  such  to  be  the 
fact.  The  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield 
seemed  to  think  but  indifferently  of  the 
home  market ;  but  a  great  authority, 
namely,  a  well-known  circular  from  ao 
association  of  some  of  the  first  firms  ui 
Liverpool,  which  he  held  in  his  hand, 
declared  that  "  the  value  and  extent  of 
national  exports  afford  but  faint  indicatioos^ 
and  are  no  certain  test  of  national  proape* 
rity,  but  that  a  healthy  state  of  the  home 
trade  contributes  in  a  far  greater  d^giee 
to  invigorate  commerce,  imparting  mofc 
confidence  and  stability  to  the  manobc- 
turing  interest."  In  deciding  quesliooa 
of  this  kind,  they  were  not  to  be  guided 
by  abstract  rules,  but  by  the  actual  ctr< 
cumstances  of  the  country.  Some  boo. 
Gentlemen  opposite  had  afiected  not  to 
understand  what  had  been  said  by  hie 
right  hon.  Friend,  the  First  Lord  M  tbe 
Treasury,  in  answer  to  the  question  whe- 
ther he  would  touch  the  existing  Corn- 
law.  His  right  hon.  Friend  had  said^thal 
he  had  passed  that  Corn -law  in  the  belief 
that  it  was  best  calculated  to  the  state  of 
the  question  in  this  country,  and  that 
he  should  oppose  any  alteration  until  he 
should  be  convinced  that  the  law  was  not 
applicable  to  the  state  of  the  commerce  of 
the  country,  but  at  the  same  time  he  wooM 
not  bind  himself  against  any  alteratioo  of 
that  law  at  all  times,  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances. Tliat  was  what  bis  right 
hon.  Friend  had  said  in  distinct  terma» 
and  no  man  who  had  heard  could  fiul  to 
understand  the  words.  Admitting,  as  be 
he  did,  the  distress  which  existed,  why 
should  he  oppose  the  motion  of  tbe  noble 
I^rd  the  Member  for  Sunderland?  He 
did  so,  because  he  did  not  see  that  tbe  pro- 
posal of  the  noble  Lord  answered  the  pro- 
))osed  end.  Committees  of  this  kind  were 
often  moved  for,  but  with  little  hope  of 
the  motion  being  carried,  and  he  believed 
if  the  noble  Lord  were  to  obtain  his  mo- 
tion, he  would  actually  be  embarrasaed  by 
his  own  success,  and  he  at  a  loss  bov  to 
carry  out  his  own  proposition.  Tbe  boo. 
Nfember  for  Shefiield  had  attributed  tbe 
distress  that  prevailed  in  the  town  be  re- 
presented to  the  refusal  of  this  country  to 
take  corn  from  America.  But  what  ipare 
the  &cts  ?    The  total  value  of  cutlery  and 
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lothedepreuediUleoflraJe, 

1^  3,400  UDcmplojed,  but  ca^a. 

,  in  Glasgow.     There  are  iwelrt^ 

i'«ating  bctoriEs  not  now  wurk- 

r  mnd  tlie  lubutban  ilistrkis 

led  for  poor.ralBs  for  ihc  ye.ir 

«4,077/.;  diim,  IB'll-a,  2B,50,'i/,  ; 

Jl^^W.     It  appears  bj  the  hisi 

uspcctor  of  prisons,  dated  June, 

.':  number  of  prisoners  conCtned 
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I     II.  I liis  prison,  noiasafTeti- 
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riiis~ion.     Except  those  en- 
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:  lomlly  for  inquiry.'' 
I    aseliaa  beeo  less  th  15 
i  years.     The  i^plii-a- 
ii  uikut  societies  are  Tcry 
iiiireaae.     The  number  of 
u:i^  mechanics' institutions 
lino  for  several  years,  hut 
i-iptioDs  for  their  support 
;  off.     Upwards  of  thirty 
>ea  have  been  furtneil  in 
the   last   year,    twenty- 
re  DOW  united  togetliLr, 
'4  souls  ;  but  there  is  no 
■■sing  sufficient  funds,  uii- 


leffi  aid  is  afforded  by  Government  Public 
begging  lias  increased  tn  an  Blurmins  de. 
gree  within  the  last  year.  Captain  John- 
stone, harbour- master,  is  of  opinion  that 
the  present  state  uf  the  shipping  at  the 
Bromielav  is  not  worse  than  last  year. 
The  shipping  tiaiie  was  then  unprece- 
dentedly  dull,  and  it  continues  so.  At 
present,  he  states  the  number  of  reflsels 
waiting  freights  at  the  Bromielaw  to  be 
about  24,  averaging  from  80  to  150  tons 
burthen.  Tlie  trade  between  Liverpool 
und  GlHSgow  also  appears  to  be  in  a  bad- 
ward  condition.  Last  year  there  were  live, 
and  occasional  lysiKstcamers  plying  between 
the  two  pnrts,  this  year  there  are  only  three, 
and  the  freight  of  goods  has  been  raised 
Irf.  per  foot  by  llw  different  companies. 
Mr.  Muir,  of  the  tonnage-office,  has  kindly 
supplied  the  annexed  information  of  the 
imports  and  exports  of  Glasgow — 


lft4l 
1B42 

E*ports  .  .  193,6191001 
Ditto         .          .          163,777 

Decrease          3!),843 

IH41 
1842 

ExporU  .  .  .  89,489  tons 
Ditto  .        .        .        78,314 

Decrease          11,175 

1641 
1842 

Imporu                 .      93,684  qn. 
Ditto        .        .          66,a98 

Decrease         26,386 

1841.  Imports.  19,150  bales. 

1843.  Ditto         .         .  11,188 

Decrease  7,962 

Mr.  Steel,  manager  of  the  Clj^de  Ship- 
ping Company,  states  that  such  is  the  de- 
pre^ion  with  them,  that  only  about  the 
one-half  of  their  ressels  are  at  present  em- 
ployed. 

"Glasgow  Dislren-^an.  21,  1843.  The 
parish  ofEcen  are  busy  in  the  suburban  dis- 
tricts, eiatnining  and  transferring  vagrants  to 
iheir  respective  parishes.  Glancing  at  a  long 
list  of  cases  lying  Irafore  us,  in  whicli  every 
oecessary  particular  is  sl>ited,  we  find  a  goodly 
number  From  Ireland,  but  the  majority  belongs 
lo  this  countij,  their  ages  varying  from  nine 
years  to  ninety-two;  again,  in  hovels  situated 
in  closes  aod  winds,  the  distress  reached  such 
an  alarming  height  that,  in  Ihe  absence  of  all 
other  public  aid  lo  prevent  death  from  sinrva- 
tion,  the  direcion  of  the  Night  Asylum,  with  a 
genetosity  worthy  of  imitation,  have  come 
forward  and  supplied  four  hundred  daily  ra- 
tions of  bread  and  soup  to  them 
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and  trading  towns  were  unemployed  ;  and 
although  It  was  true  that  a  inonaentary 
impulse  had  been  giren  to  trade  and  com- 
merce, by  the  cessation  of  hostilities  in 
China,  the  depression,  within  the  last 
month,  had  returned  with  increased  weight, 
and  assumed  a  character  of  greater  hope- 
lessness. The  distress  was  not  limited  to 
the  manufacturing  districts^  but  had  spread 
to  towns  in  which  manufacturers  were 
hardly  kno«vn.  In  the  town  which  he  re- 
presented the  deepest  distress  pervaded  all 
classes.  Yet  in  that  town,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  40,000  persons,  a  power- loom  had 
not  yet  been  introduced  ;  except,  indeed, 
a  very  few  of  inferior  power,  exclusively 
applied  to  the  linen  manufacture.  In 
Eoinburgh,  also,  the  capital  of  Scotland, 
the  residence  of  the  nobility  and  gentry, 
and  the  seat  of  the  municipal  law  courts, 
the  distress  was  so  great  that  the  woods 
and  forests  had  been  recommended  to  ad- 
vance money  to  employ  the  unemployed 
artizans  in  various  kinds  of  labour,  to 
which  they  were  wholly  unaccustomed. 
He  abstained  from  saying  anything  about 
the  unfortunate  town  of  Paisley,  because 
her  Majesty's  Government  bad  already 
directed  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
causes  of  the  deep  (listress  which  prevailed 
in  that  town.  He  believed  that  good 
would  result  from  a  general  inquiry  into 
the  distress^  which  he  said  to  be  almost 
universal.  In  that  part  of  the  kingdom 
with  which  he  was  connected,  a  new  trade 
of  a  very  distressing  character  had  of  late 
made  its  appearance — the  trade  of  begging ; 
a  trade  winch,  if  not  directly  authorised  by 
the  magistrates,  was  at  any  rate  winked  at 
by  them.  Going  througn  the  streets  of 
the  town  which  he  represented — a  town 
once  famous  for  the  prosperity  and  indc- 
]icDdence  of  its  artiEans— the  passenger 
would  now  see  numerous  grou|>s  of  active, 
able-bodied  young  men,  from  the  ages  of 
eighteen  to  forty.6ve,  standing  at  the 
corners  of  the  streets  and  lanes,  ready  to 
ask  charity.  Such  was  the  change  which 
pinching  want  had  |nroduced  in  the  cha- 
racter and  feelings  of  men  who  never  could 
slop  to  ask  charity  before ;  and  in  a  country 
where  it  was  tliought  exceedingly  dis- 
creditable to  be  in  any  way  dependent  for 
Kubiistence  u)nhi  alms  or  parochial  aid. 
llie  number  of  unemployed  persons  in 
(trwnock  was  very  great.  From  the  re- 
port of  the  relief  committee,  it  appeared 
that  the  number  of  families  now  U|K>n  their 
list  amcninted  to  1|119,  and  eonsiMed  of 
4,$54  iodividuala.    From  another  docu- 


I  ment  it  appeared  that  the  number  of  dile* 
bodied  workmen  out  oF  employ  on  the  14^ 
of  January  last,  was  5,639,  being  nearly 
1,000  more  than  the  number  or  penoB^ 
deriving  aid  (Vom  the  relief  fund.  Another 
proof  of  the  destitution  that  previlled  lo 
Greenock  might  be  found  in  the  incrtaoa  of 
the  parochiaipoor.  Last  year  the  number 
of  parochial  poor  amounted  to  2,061,  and 
the  assessment  for  their  relief  waa  not  hat 
than  5,844/.  But  at  the  general  ineeting 
for  determining  upon  the  asaeasment  fOf 
the  relief  of  the  ordinary  parochial  poor 
for  the  ensuing  year»  it  was  thoacht  neoaa* 
sary  to  vote  1,200/L  in  additi(Mi  to  the 
5,844/.  Greenock  was  a  town  that  traded 
with  the  whole  world.  No  stronger  proof, 
therefore,  could  be  afforded  of  the  diatfeas 
under  which  it  was  suffering,  than  in  the 
decline  of  its  shipping  iotereat.  It  aii* 
peared  that,  out  of  eight  shipping  eltw- 
lishments,  which,  two  years  ago,  were  in 
full  operation,  and  afforded  employmeiit  to 
2,000  persons,  five  had  become  inaolveat* 
and  the  remaining  three  were  only  aUe  to 
give  employment  to  600  or  700  banda.  Iti 
the  shipping  yards  the  decline  waa  equally 
conspicuous.  Most  of  the  veaseb  were  fer 
sale,  and  no  new  ones  were  in  the  coiiraa  of 
building.  In  1840  the  shtpntng  in  ike 
course  of  building,  at  Greenock,  aoMHinted 
to  1,500  tons.  At  the  present  BMmeftt 
there  was  only  one  steam-veaiel  lioilding. 
All  the  other  branches  of  indualry  and 
trade  were  in  a  corresponding  state  of  de* 
prenion,and  without  the  slighteat  syttptoaa 
of  improvement.  Among  the  many  anb* 
jects  which  he  had  been  aolidted  to  oott* 
sider,  the  one  which  had  engaged  partieo- 
larly  his  attention  was  that  of  tile  state  of 
Glasgow.  With  respect  to  that  dty^  Iw 
had  received  the  following  statemeat  f^ 

"  Wages  generally  have  decliotd :  male 
cotton  spinners,  who  in  1840  were  reeaitiog 
CD  an  average  1/.  7f.  M.  per  weak,  have  beatt 
reduced,  in  1840,  to  lOt.  7d.  per  week;  power- 
loom  weavers,  who  in  1840  were  imivief 
8s.  1  \(L  per  week,  are  now  reduced  to  Of.  10|^. 
Masons*  wages,  which  in  1840  were  22f.  (hi., 
are  now  down  to  I7f.  and  18i.  per  week.  A 
similar  tA\  has  taken  place  with  nearly  every 
(ie5cription  of  tradesmen.  A  contidefable 
number  of  vest  els  arc  lying  unemployed  at 
(tla^ow,  and  the  other  ports  on  fiie  Clyde. 
The  shipping  trade  generally  has  been  soet 
unprofitable  during  the  last  year  or  two.  Sea* 
nicn'-*  wages  hate  been  reduced  fron  3/.  lo  91. 
)>er  month  within  the  last  twelve  months.  The 
revenue  of  the  port  of  Glasgow,  which,  io  the 
financial  year  ending  in  1841,  was  in  round 
numbers  4R,(XX)/.,  was,  in  the  year  184$,  re- 
duced to  40,000^.-^  falling  off  that  is  nuunly 
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to  be  llttribttted  to  the  depressed  state  of  trade. 
Thtre  are  about  3,400  unemployed^  but  capa- 
ble of  working,  in  Glasgow.  There  are  twelve 
spinning  and  weaving  factories  not  now  work- 
ing.  In  Glasgow  and  the  suburban  districts 
the  amount  assessed  ibr  poor*rates  for  the  year 
1840-1,  was  23,077/. ;  ditto,  1841^2,  28,505/. ; 
ditto,  1842-3,  31,521/.  It  appears  by  the  last 
report  of  the  inspector  of  prisons,  dated  June, 
1842,  that  the  number  of  prisoners  confined 
within  the  gaol  of  Glasgow  was  at  that  period 
d60»  and  the  inspector  remarks,  '  The  number 
is  Considerably  greater  than  it  was  last  year, 
and  yet  greater  than  the  year  before,  which  the 
governor  attributes  chiefly  to  the  continued 
bad  state  of  trade.' " 

Id  a  subsequent  part  of  the  same  re« 
port,  the  inspector  says,  — 

"  i  have  on  sevet'al  occasions  had  to  speak 
of  people  who  are  in  this  prison,  not  as  ofTen- 
ders  undergoing  imprisonment,  but  either  as 
persons  whose  periods  of  con6netuent  having 
expired,  had  applied  for  permission  to  remain 
until  they  had  earned  money  enough  to  buy 
clothing,  or  till  they  could  procure  employ- 
ment, or  who,  being  in  a  state  of  destitution, 
had  applied  for  admission.  Except  those  en- 
gaped  in  washing  and  cooking,  and  a  few 
others,  these  prisoners  are  placed  in  separate 
cells,  like  ordinary  prisoners,  and  all  of  them 
receive  the  same  plain  food — are  expected  to 
perform  the  same  quantity  of  work,  and  to 
rise  at  the  same  early  hour  as  the  other  pri- 
soners,  and,  in  short,  are  subjected  to  the  Same 
discipline,  including,  of  course,  the  total  loss 
of  pefsonal  freedom.  Nevertheless,  owing  to 
the  present  state  of  distress,  there  are  at  pre- 
sent no  fewer  than  fifty  such  prisoners,  con- 
sisting almost  entirely  of  females,  and  there 
would  probably  be  more  if  there  were  room 
for  more." 

Still  further  on,  the  inspector  alludes  to 
the  circumstance  of  individuals  committing 
crimes  merely  that  they  might  obtain  the 
shelter  of  the  prison,  and  he  remarks,— 

**The  fact  that  a  considerable  number  of 
persons  are  found  willing  to  place  themselfes 
under  the  severe  discipline  of  a  prison,  argues 
a  state  of  want  and  privation  in  a  portion  of 
the  Gominunity,  calling  loudly  for  inquiry.'' 

The  amount  of  disease  has  been  less  tbis 
year  than  for  several  years.  The  applica- 
tions to  the  benevolent  societies  are  very 
greatly  on  the  increase.  The  number  of 
students  attending  mechanics'  institutions 
are  much  the  same  for  several  years,  but 
latterly  the  subscriptions  for  their  support 
have  been  falling  off.  Upwards  of  thirty 
emigration  societies  have  been  formed  in 
Glasgow  within  the  last  year,  twenty- 
eight  of  which  are  now  united  together, 
numbering  3,354  souls  3  but  there  is  no 
iBxpectation  of  raising  sufficient  funds,  ub- 


lesB  aid  is  afforded  by  Government  Public 
begging  has  increased  to  ad  alarming  de- 
gree within  the  last  year.  Captain  John- 
stone, harbour- master,  is  of  opinion  that 
the  present  state  of  the  shipping  at  the 
Bromielaw  is  not  worse  than  last  year. 
The  shipping  tiaHe  was  then  unprece- 
dentedly  dull,  and  it  continues  so.  At 
present,  he  states  the  number  of  vessels 
waiting  freights  at  the  Bromielaw  to  be 
about  24,  averaging  from  80  to  150  tons 
burthen.  The  trade  between  Liverpool 
and  Glasgow  also  appears  to  be  in  a  back- 
ward condition.  Last  year  there  were  ^re, 
and  occasionally  six  steamers  plying  between 
the  two  portS)  this  year  there  are  only  three^ 
and  the  freight  of  goods  has  been  raised 
Id.  per  foot  by  the  different  Companies* 
Mr.  M uir,  of  the  tonnage-office,  has  kindly 
supplied  the  annexed  information  of  the 
imports  and  exports  of  Glasgow — 


COALS. 


1B41.  Exports 
1842.  Ditto 


193,619  tons. 
163,7t7 


Decrease 


29,842 


t>IG  IROK. 

1841.  Exports  .        .        .     89^489  tons. 

1842.  Ditto  .         .         .        78,314 


Decrease 


11,175 


CORN  AND  FLOUR. 

1841.  IroporU  .       92,684  qrs. 

1842.  Ditto        .         .  66,298 


Decrease         26,386 


1841.  Imports. 

1842.  Ditto 


COTTON. 


19,150  bale^. 
11,188 


Decrease 


7,962 


Mr.  Steel,  manager  of  the  Clyde  Ship- 
ping Company,  states  that  such  is  the  de« 
pression  with  them,  that  only  about  the 
one-half  of  their  vessels  are  at  present  em- 
ployed. 

«  Glasgow  Distress— Jan.  21,  1843.  The 
parish  officers  are  busy  in  the  saburban  dis- 
tricts, exatnining  and  transferring  vagrants  to 
their  respective  parishes.  Glancing  at  a  long 
list  of  cases  lying  before  us,  in  which  every 
necessary  particular  is  stated,  we  find  a  goodly 
number  from  Ireland,  but  the  majority  belongs 
to  this  country,  their  ages  varying  from  nine 
years  to  ninety*two;  again,  in  hovels  situated 
in  closes  and  winds,  the  distress  reached  such 
an  alarming  height  that,  in  the  absence  of  all 
other  public  aid  to  prevent  death  from  starva- 
tion, the  directors  of  the  Night  Asylum,  with  a 
generosity  worthy  of  imitation,  have  come 
forward  and  supplied  four  hundred  daily  ra- 
tions of  bread  and  soup  to  the  most  necessitous 
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cases,  placing  the  tickets  in  the  hands  of  the 
city   miasionaries,  as    those   best  acquainted 
%vith  the   extremity   of  distress.     Benevolent 
ladies  and  gentlemen  have  supplied  about  an- 
other hundred  tickets,  and  thus  five  hundred 
rations  are  now  daily  issued      The  City  and 
Gorbals  Police  have  been  collecting  clothes 
and  money  this  week  ;  and  though  this  collec- 
tion is  not  attended  with  the  success  of  former 
years,  still,  of  clothes  there  is  a  fair  supply  ac- 
cumulating for  distribution.     But  by  far  the 
roost  interesting  class  of  sufferers,  and  those 
most  calculated  to  make  an  impression  on  the 
thoughtful,  is  that  of  our  unemployed   and 
consequently  distressed  operatives.    At  a  re- 
cent meeting,  it    was   calculated   that    they 
amounted    to   nearly    3,000   individuals,   for 
whom  no  relief  whatever  has  been  provided. 
Nor  is  there  a  relief  fund  or  committee  at  the 
present  time  in  existence  in  Glasgow?    To 
show  tliat  this  does  not  arise  from  imported 
distress,  or  is  confined  to  the  manufacturing 
trade,  we  may  mention   that  the  number  of 
unemployed   is   thus  subdivided;    engineers, 
smiths,  moulders,  and  boiler-makers,  500 ;  la- 
bourers, 600;    plasterers,   40;    masons  and 
joiners,   900 ;   carpenters,  200 ;    power-loom 
dressers,  90;  dyers,  200;  slaters  and  plumb- 
ers, 50 ;  cotton  carders,  50 ;  calico  printers, 
50;    quarriers,  300;  bakers,   100;    painters, 
150;  calenderers,  50  ;    weavers,  500;  tailors, 
350.     Need  we  add  more  to  shame  the  public 
of  Glasgow  into  systematic  exertion,  and  the 
Legislature,  on   its  first  sitting,  into  serious 
consideration  ?*' 

He  understood  that  nothing  speculative 
WHS  now  undertaken  ;  and  that  which  many 
denounced  as  an  evil,  he  considered  an 
important  l)cnefit.  Fie  saw  ereat  advan- 
tage in  speculation,  provided  it  were  nut 
carried  on  with  other  people's  money ;  and 
it  was  a  bad  feature  in  tnc  present  times, 
that  no  spirit  of  enterprise  of  that  kind 
was  apparent  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom. 
Another  point  to  which  he  had  not  ad- 
verted last  Session  was,  that  there  existed 
no  rising  generation  in  trade.  Those  who 
had  no  money  had  no  prospect  of  advanc- 
ing in  the  world,  and  those  who  had 
money  took  special  care  to  keep  it,  and, 
having  mounted  to  the  top  of  the  ladder, 
made  no  scruple  to  kick  down  all  who  en- 
deavoured to  follow  them.  There  wefc» 
therefore,  no  young  traders  coming  for- 
ward to  take  the  place  of  those  who  were 
retiring.  It  was  observable,  also,  that  the 
most  fashionable  shops  in  the  most  fashion- 
able streets  of  London  were  now  full  of 
ticketed  g(MMls,  and  the  aristocratic  part  of 
the  town  resembled  in  this  res|KM:t  the  re- 
moter quarters  and  by-ways  of  the  me- 
tro|M>lis.  Shopkec()er8  as  well  as  bankers 
were  in  dismay,  and  nobody  knew  how 


to  apply  capital  to  the  smallest  profit. 
He  wished  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  state  of  the  shipping  intemt 
of  Liverpool.  The  number  of  veaaeb  oo 
which  dock  dues  were  paid  in 

1839  . .   15,445  vessels  . .  2,158,691  toot. 

1840  ..    15,998       „       ..  2,445,708      ^ 

1841  ..    16,108       „       ..  2,425,461      „ 

1842  ..   16,450       „       ..  2,423,519      „ 

Thus  it  appeared  that  there  was  a  gmt 
increase  of  vessels  lying  in  the  docks  of 
Liverpool  without  era  ploy  meat.  With 
regard  to  the  construction  of  ships  in  the 
same  port,  it  appeared  that 

'<  In  1839, 1840, 1841 ,  the  building  in  Liver- 
pool was  considerable ;  in  1842,  few  vessels 
were  built;  and  at  present  there  ere  not 
more  than  three  upon  the  stocks.  North 
American  vessels,  which  were  sold  ie  1840 
10/.  105.  per  ton,  were  sold  in  1842  at  6/.  per 
ton  ;  and  tliose  which  sold  at  8/.  10s.,  in  1840, 
were  sold  in  1842  at  3/.  10s.  to  4/.  per  tOD." 

Another  correspondent,  under  the  recent 
date  of  February  1^  gave  the  subsequent 
statement :  — 

<<  On  the  16th  of  December,  184^,  22,868 
tons  of  shipping  were  on  sale  in  the  docks  at 
Liverpool.  The  statement  made  is  undoubt- 
edly underrated,  as  it  only  contains  the  ships 
actually  on  the  market  for  sale  at  that  time. 
Could  owners  get  anything  like  cost  prices^ 
the  number  of  ships  offered  for  sale  would  he 
greatly  increased.  Tlie  number  was  filly- 
three  ships,  which  gave  the  above  number  of 
tons." 

Another  correspondent  says, 

"  The  whole  of  the  past  year  has  been  one  of 
severe  loss  and  disappointment  to  the  ship* 
owner.  Freights,  both  in  the  Rast  Indies  and 
America,  have  been  depressed  below  all  pie* 
vious  experience,  and  the  utmost  difiacuUj 
has  been  found  in  procuring  employment  for 
vessels  on  even  saving  terms,  while  seeking 
ships  have,  in  most  cases,  sunk  money.  That 
under  such  circumstances,  the  sales  of  ships 
have  been  few,  and  at  rates  far  below  their 
cost ;  and  that  many  not  actually  broomed  for 
sale  have  lain  idle  in  dock  for  months  toge» 
ther,  is  only  what  might  naturally  be  expected. 
Tlie  news  from  China  gave  slight  impulse  to 
the  demand  for  vessels,  and  a  few  sales  were 
effected,  and  higher  prices  asked,  but  I  t)e- 
lieve  not  obtained,  and  this  slight  relief  ap« 
pears  to  be  passinc  away." 


He  could  assure  the  House  that  there 
cxiste<l  a  feeling  abroad  in  the  country,  sudi 
as  he  had  never  known  before:  he  hsid  mix- 
ed much  with  the  people,  more  perhaps 
than  any  other  hon.  Member,  for  during  the 
two  years  and  a  half  that  the  Reform  Bill 
was  in  pn>grcs8,  he  had  often  put  himself 
in  the  midst  of  immense  masses  of  people. 


657 


Adjourned  Debd^te 


{Feb.  If} 


CThird  Ihy). 


65$ 


and  bad  been  tbc  first  Scotdi  Member  of 
tbe  BirmiDgham  Political  (Joion.   He  was, 
therefore,  well  acquainted  with  the  wishes 
and  dispositions  of  the  people,  although 
since  he  had  been  a  Member  of  Parliament 
his  intercourse  had  not  been  carried  to  the 
same  extent    He  could,  therefore,  bear 
witness  that  there  prevailed  a  general  dis- 
trust of  the  Legislature— or  a  want   of 
confidence  arising  not  merely  from  distress, 
but  from  tbe  reluctance  of  the  House  to 
inquire  into  the  causes.    It  was  possible 
that  Ministers,  having  the  power  to  insti- 
tute an  inquiry,  had  availed  themselves  of 
it,  and  had  obtained  information  on  the 
subject ;  but,  certainly,  if  such  were  the 
feet,  the  people  knew  nothine  of  it,  and 
they  naturally  doubted  it,  and  they  consi* 
dered  that  there  interests  were  neglected. 
The  refusal  of  the  present  motion  would 
much  tend  to  confirm    the   low  estimate 
entertained  of  the  Legislature  out  of  doors. 
The  last  document  to  which  he  was  anxious 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  was  a 
letter  which   appeared    in    the   Morning 
Chronicle^  a  few  days  ago,  addressed  to  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  respecting 
the  commissioner's  report  on  the  sanatory 
condition  of  certain  towns  in  the  country, 
and  the  disease  and  immorality  prevailing 
in  them.     He  was  not  prepared  to  believe 
that  they  existed  to  such  a  frightful  extent, 
until  he  read  the  report.    The  statement 
had^been  printed  in  that  influential  and 
widely-circulated  paper  the  Morning  Chrth 
nicle,  and  after  reading    it,  he  fdt  that 
other  parts  of  the  kingdom  besides  London 
had  a   right  to  expect  that  something 
should  be  done  for  them.     Immense  sums 
of  money  had  been  expended  upon  drain- 
age and  ventilation  in  the  metropolis,  and 
the  benefit  ought  not  to  be  confined  to  one 
place  only.      [*'  An  hon.  Member :  The 
money  laid  out  in  London  is  to  be  repaid."]] 
Such  might  be  the  case,  but  it  seemed  to 
him  doubtful,  when  the  money  was  once 
laid  out,  whether  it  would  ever  be  got  back 
again.    Let  this  be  as  it  might,  the  same 
advantage    ought  to  be  given   to  other 
places  in  which  destitution,  disease,  and 
demoralization    were    equally    prevalent. 
The  facts  were  of  such  a  nature  that  he 
should  be  ashamed  to  read  the  details  to 
the  House,  though  he  gave  great  praise  to 
the  editor  for  inserting  them  in  the  news- 
paper.    Hon.  Gentlemen   opposite  being 
Conservatives,  perhaps,  did  not  read  the 
Morning  Chronicle,  but  he  had  brought  it 
with  him  to  the  House  that  he  might  not 
be  deficient  in  evidence  should  it  be  re* 


J^uired.  He  thanked  the  House  for  haviofl^ 
istended  to  him  so  patiently,  and  assured 
it  that  it  had  not  been  his  wish  to  say  any* 
thing  needlessly  painful  or  injurious  to  any 
jMurty.  He  had  roerelv  done  what  he  con- 
sidered his  duty,  and  he  trusted  that  the 
facts  he  had  adduced  would  have  due 
influence  upon  those  who  heard  them. 

Mr.  Eecoit  said,  that  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  just  sat  down  had  truly  stated 
that  the  question  fin::  the  House  to  con- 
sider was,  how,  as  the  Representatives  of 
the  people  of  England,  they  were  to  find 
work,  employment  and  remunerative  hu 
hour  fi)r  the  distreesed  portion  of  the  po» 
pulation.  But  had  any  hon.  Memoer 
stated  how  by  adopting  the  motion  of  the 
noble  Lord,  they  were  to  find  remunezative 
labour  for  the  people  or  one  partide 
of  relief  for  their  distress  ?  If  he  tnooght 
that  such  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
motbn  he  would  scorn  party  on  such  aques- 
tion,  and  support  it.  llie  existence  of 
some  distress  was  admitted  on  both  sides  of 
the  House.    He  agreed  with  the  noUe 

I  Lord  that  the  distress  oueht  to  be  re^ 
medied ;  but  be  had  Ibtened  in  vain  to  the 
ndble  Loci  and  those  who  followed  Unip 
for  the  proposal  of  any  practical  lemedjfiv 
that  dbtress.  The  noble  Lord  disclaimed 
party  motives  in  bringing  finrward  this  mo* 
tion,  but  when  he  saw  that  one  poe- 
sessed  of  the  great  ability  of  the  noble 
Lord,  brought  forward  a  motion  of  thta 
kind,  without  oflfering  any  practical  n* 
medy,  one  was  compelled  to  look  about 
him  not  for  the  motives  but  for  tbe  reasons 
of  the  noble  Lord  in  maUng  his  motion. 
They  were  told  that,  if  they  refused  this  mo^ 
tion,  it  would  be  a  refusal  to  inquire  into 
the  distress  of  the  country.  He  would  tdl 
the  noble  Lord  before  he  sat  down 
why  they  refused  thb  inquiry,  nnd  hfi 
wisned  the  coontry  to  know  what  was  the 
real  question  before  them.  The  real  quae- 
tion  before  them  was,  whether  ther  woqU 
consent  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  thequesi* 
tion  of  the  Com*law8,  with  the  Speaker  ia 
the  Chair,  or  with  the  Chairman  of  the 
committees  of  Ways  and  Means.  That 
was  this  mightr  question  nnqponnded  to 
the  House  1^  the  noUe  Lora  fcnr  the  relidr 
of  the  people.  It  was  not  for  a  select  oonu 
mittee  to  inquire  into  particular  distress. 
The  noUe  Locd  very  phumUy  staled,  that 
the  object  of  his  motion  was  inquiry,  and 
that  it  would  be  time  enough  to  propose  a 
lemedr  when  thev  entered  on  the  inqnirT. 
But  it  the  noble  Lord  had  not  a  party  ok 
ject  in  hnnging  forwaid  hb  mo^MM^  it  WW 
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.  .,*«M.->«4we  ikti.-  i->e  noble  Lord  had 
•l^^sU  •  cc.4k  «ilu«cirf  h«  two  uarticular 
vi^  .itm;t  n  w&ich  would  hare  les- 
,%/«  i^«.  U4ih;€«v  vhom  he  expected  to 
■^'^\.w  uiu  ^»a  lh»  question.  Now, 
w«  ^«uMi  theiWts?  If  the  noble  Lord 
'«J  .kviwvu  himself  as  the  adrocatc  of  a 
'.xv^  .lutv  ou  corn,  he  would  not  reccire 
'.  Ui"  «UMK»rt  of  tho9C  hon.  and  consistent 
mcu  Hiio  sat  behind  him,  and  who  con- 
Nidervtl  .1  fixed  duty  to  be  a  fixed  injustice, 
.lUil  if.  uu  the  other  hand,  he  avowed  liiln- 
^If  the  :u1vocate  of  a  total  abolition  of  all 
protection  whatsoeTer,  he  would  lose  the 
!iup|K)rt  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
LuuduD,  who  was  the  arowed  advocate  of 
a  fixed  duty  ;  and  he  would  also  lose  the 
siupport  of  that  section  of  the  Whig  party 
who  were  fevourable  to  a  fixed  dbty.  So 
that  in  either  case,  had  the  noble  I^rd 
made  such  an  avowal,  he  would  find  him- 
self in  a  minority,  miserable  in  point  of 
numbers,  however  honourable  in  point  of 
chaMcter  it  might  be.  But  that  which 
the  noble  Lord  had  wisely  omittetl  had 
been  supnlied  by  the  tight  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Taunton.  An  hon. 
Gentleman  tvhom  he  saw  in  his  place  had 
lately  gone  on  a  tour  to  enliflfhten  the 
country  on  the  subject  of  the  Corn- 
laws,  and  io  a  town  which  the  right 
hoo.  Gentleman  op})08ite  (Mr.  Labou- 
chcre)  represented,  that  individual  de- 
livered a  lecture  on  the  Corn-laws.  In 
consequence  of  this  a  number  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Taunton,  which 
the  right  hon.  Cirentleman  opposite  repre- 
sented, sent  to  their  Members  a  memorial^ 
stating  their  desire  that  they  would  stip- 
port  what,  a  fixed  duty?  No,  but  a 
repeal  of  the  Corn-laws,  and  of  the 
taxes  on  all  articles  which  formed  part  of 
the  subsistence  of  the  |ico|ile.  Ihe  right 
hon.  (.iciitlemun  returned  them  an  answer 
to  this  eflVct.  That,  liowevcr  desirous  he 
was  to  support  a  modification  of  those 
taxes,  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  for  the 
total  abolition  of  those  duties— that  the 
immense  amount  of  revenue  at  lcni<t 
10,(XX),(KK)/.,  which  wouUI  thereby  Ix:  sacri- 
ficed, would  alone  deter  him  from  pled^^ing 
himself  to  support  any  such  tot.il  n*|ieal, 
besides  which,  ne  fearcil  the  offiM-t  it  would 
have  on  the  money  and  landed  interests  both 
at  home  and  in  our  cnhtnies.  The  right 
hon.  Ctentleman  further  stated  that  he  was 
o|>poscd  t»)  the  slid ing-scale,  liccausr  it  was 
comlemni'<l  both  by  reason  and  c^jjoricnre  ; 
and  he  believed  that,  in  the  existing  cir- 
cumstiuicea  of  the  country,  a   niuderate 


fixed  duty  would  be  the  best  solution  of 
this  momentous  question.*'  Thus  Sfioke 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  a  good  speci- 
men of  a  moderate  Whig.  Dut»  beffan 
this  question  could  be  solved,  it  would  be 
necessary  for  the  noble  Lord  And  hia 
friends  to  solve  another,  and  the  object  oT 
the  present  motion  was  to  gain  time,  until 
they  could  agi*ec  on  what  that  modente 
fixed  duty  should  be^  that  would  be  mutt 
likely  to  meet  the  general  support  of  theit 
party.  He  knew  that  the  opinion  in  fiimar 
of  a  fixed  duty  was  a  strong  one ;  but  what 
was  the  fact  ?  In  the  last  Session  of  Paflia- 
ment  that  House  had  entered  into  a  patient 
examination  of  the  question  of  the  Corn- 
laws;  and  after  much  consideration  they 
had  decided  upon  a  new  system.  The 
measure  which  they  had  carried  had  re- 
ceived the  deliberate  sanction  of  the  other 
House  of  Parliament.  It  had  become  the 
law,  and  now  in  breathless  haste  a  {mtr 
came  under  the  flimsy  guise  of  the  nobw 
I/)rd*8  motion,  and  asked  them  to  tepeni 
the  bill  of  last  Session.  He  asked  that 
Mouse,  having  last  year  decided  that  ques- 
tion, did  it  become  the  Legiriature  of  a 
great  commercial  countrv,  and  least  of  all 
of  a  country  in  a  state  of  distress,  to  turn 
about  and  say  to  all  the  great  intereeta  of 
the  couAtry  that  all  that  had  been  settled 
would  be  unsettled,  and  that  all  those  in* 
terrsts  would  be  thrown  into  confbsion-^ 
in  the  lottery  of  Ijegislation— not  because 
what  they  had  done  in  the  last  Session  was 
bad,  but  that  something  that  night  be 
done  now  might  |)osssibly  be  better.  Was 
that  a  course  which  Parliament  should 
be  called  upon  to  take  .^  The  present 
deliatc,  so  fiir  as  It  involved  a  contettiplated 
change  in  the  Corn-laws,  had  been  carried 
on  in  a  remarkable  manner.  The  ndUe 
Lord  who  introduced  this  motion  Signed 
chary  of  even  pronouncing  the  words 
"Com-luws;*'  he  was,  at  leasts  certain 
that  he  had  never  spoken  of  the  Corn-law 
of  last  Session  as  the  cause  of  the  distress 
of  the  country  :  he  thought  he  had  never 
even  mentioned  a  Corn-law.  I1ic  noble 
Lord  talked  of  the  reslrirtions  of  importa- 
tion, and  of  the  cx|)edicncy  of  abolishing 
those  restriction!*;  and  every  hon.  Member 
who  fiilloi^cfi  him  acted  in  part,  though 
with  le«s  of  discretion,  on  the  noble  LordV 
example.  It  was  a  pity  that  those  whn 
thiniglit  a  rej^eal  of  the  Corn-law»  a  re- 
miMJv  f«>r  the  «lij»tretfi  of  the  omntrv 
omit  till  to  point  out  how  it  was  tu 
•>lH'nito  as  a  renwly.  If  there  was  any- 
thing which  an  alteration  in  the  Corn-law 
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oooM  cfieet  they  ntut  rappow  tiitt  its 
gnat  beflefii  woaM  be  in  CMftpetiiag  tbt 
iMoeflMffiee  of  life.  Unkes  tfab  was  the 
effisci  expected  fh)ni  its  alieratioo,  he  did 
jiol  see  wiijr  the  hoik  Membera  for  BoltoD^ 
Grtfeaook,  attd  efen  the  noble  Lord  himself, 
bsd  (put  forward  meh  detailed  stainneate 
of  distMSs  fhmi  want  of  food.  WelltbeB, 
if  dMadeoittg  the  fodd  of  the  people  by  an 
aHeratiob  of  the  Gora-laW  was  to  felieve 
the  diiireie,  how  did  it  hapfiea  that  whilst 
the  priee  of  protisions  had  decreased  one^ 
third  sinoe  last  year,  the  amount  of  dis^ 
trasa  has  ioereaked  onethiid.  But  the 
bon.  Aiember  ibr  Sheffield  had  tcM  the 
Hottse  that  aoW|  with  eheapened  eonno* 
ditieSf  disttess  Was  increased  i  and  yet,  if  the 
asolton  of  the  noble  Lord  meant  anything^ 
it  wae  an  attack  on  the  meaiom  of  the 
last  Session.  He  granted  to  the  noble 
Lord  and  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  o|i^- 
site»  that  there  was  some  sli^t  foundation 
for  the  triunphant  cry  which  they  were 
raieing  that  many  of  the  friends  of  her 
Mi^t^*s  QoTemment  were  dissatisfied 
with  tDose  measures.  But  he  would  tell 
thoee  finends  of  the  Government  who  were 
so  dissatisfied,  that  they  had  better  repress 
that  dissatisfiuTtion  until  better  arguments 
were  shewn  for  its  existence  than  those 
wliich  had  been  used  by  the  hoo.  Member 
for  Knaresborough.  He  could  not  help 
tdUing  that  bon.  Member,  when  he  spoke 
of  the  reduced  price  of  agricultural  pro. 
duoe,  and  the  consequences  of  the  Minis* 
terial  measures,  that  he  had  not  forgotten 
the  Toioe  which  was  raised  in  the  House 
last  SesMon  in  praise  of  those  measuree^ 
fimnght  with  a  message  from  the  working- 
daases  of  the  North  of  England,  whidi 
message  ran,  if  he  mistook  not,  in  some 
such  words  as  these,  ''God  blens  Sir 
Itobert  Peel  for  cheapening  oatmeal.''  If 
it  was  right  last  Session  to  invoke  a  bless- 
ing on  uie  Minister  for  cheapening  oai. 
m^,  it  surely  was  not  right  now  to 
find  foolt  with  the  Minister  for  the  in* 
tended  effect  of  those  same  measured. 
Hiere  were  drcumstances  in  the  state  of 
the  country  last  year  which  would  hate 
made  it  a  breach  or  duty  on  the  part  df  the 
GoTernment  not  to  take  some  Steps  to  re- 
lieve the  itade  and  commerce  of  the  e6nii« 
try,  and  to  cheapen  the  neeessafiei  of  lifc. 
BeKeving  in  that  necessity,  he  Intd  nIM 
for  the  measutied  of  last  year,  ahd  he  be* 
lieved  any  dissatisfSurtion  that  was  felt 
eilsted  more  out  of  the  Hodse  than  in  the 
Hodse.  TMs  wte  what  the  hMr.  GMttew 
met  ep^te  <»Ioakted  upon.     IMJ^ 


taOUlpit  that  IMfofe  ABMH^  giMKu  MW« 

tiott  the  dlesatiBfoetMh  of  tbt  igrfiM* 
tural  thtetest,  the  M^mttlii  ihiA  1ii\fpk% 

he  fell  to  the  Ineettie-.ttt]e,  iM  nthw  w^ 
cttttutttneee  fbslertnl  dboodWlll,  would 
enable  theifi  Mice  toM  15  obtain  i 
mtJoK^  in  that  fkum,  HI  CIMM  lini 
see,  howevtt,  ei  thd  pMMil  nMkeut  tiM 
thiM  Wli  the  lelMit  mlooe  nf  tlMkl  l9fM» 
tatlon  Mog  ftilfllled»  teMtOf  ^  MM* 
1^  was  ittything  biit  Inttariiig  Ar  Wffli. 
If  the  neoMsify  «<lfttM,  Mid  the  Mdi  «t 
the  country  iiettiiired  thht  ibinethlitg  AfiiM 
be  done  to  fttittlUate  it^  and  Id  MiMM 
the  necessarhs  of  life,  the  lgfkMlt»iw» 

weiii  tM  so  fbdirti  ind  iriiettilBhidi  m  M 

beliefe  that  IhMir  IttteieM  amid  he  pMH^ 
nently  injur^  by  ahy  Minme  -whMh 
dperated  ae  a  bsnnt  to  tht  wh4i  wuu 

lUdttitt.  ThM  WeM  tf  ttllM  id  pdllML 
He  MiiMA  they  hlul  beMMtedttpOO^  Ha 
had  Stated  that  dpinlOA  tik  pInM  iMieii  h 

wa*  B^  iflely  to  h6  le  well  reeMired  m  ti 
tbat  Honea,  aikd  it  hail  u«t  the  eMour* 

itoBte  of  ileh  of  ill  ptotieM'i  faf  it  wnttt 
by  hodiMllible  tnen  ttiat  the  IhttrcMor  iH 

partiei  iheuld  be  eouHdtttd  en  MehaqMM 
dMi  and  the  agritaiMrfans  kiMNr  they  eraM 

n«l  pmpa  tiolesi  Hide  Waft  dbfiVtag)  Mt 
tHde  dMUl  ttM  tMn  ttnieM  the  litMMl 
df  agrieattuN  Wife  MihitidML  fhm 
Wis  n&  {IrobMrility  thtt  ejititiMo  rnkkkm 
#6iihl  Drevtdl  4ft  Ihli  qlMtiei.  He  kal 
believed,  thht  ike  affMgedMmia  of  km 
Sesaion  Bid  been  ft  MaetMal  apnlidMiiii  W 
tbiM§  tntndttias  to  th«iitui  nr  the  «mM 

2fi  as  mb,  h6  ImA  su^pMflid  ii*  fiii 
ttlttedi  that  idiah  wait  dHwrtnigdii 
wbeh  would  thut  fiot  fee  m?  Mhcli 
as   hd  Mpected   Ml  hnB»   niML   lllif 

Menitper  for  Walliftgfovdi  tad  ill  whv 
riMdntadned  thi  uifoMity  of  tbik  ifiiN 

iMis  Hi  MSddt  tiilif>  tM  cljM  WUnm 

hto  heMt,  and  which  AoM  M  dm  gaiAf 
of  hhi  pMk  life,  wMild  b»  l»  vb«  Ibr 

thit  wMoh  he  hMlted  td  b»  fof  the  l» 

delt  el  tte  eottfttry*   It  telghiJM  nBtA 

tXmfkgB  to  Itittt  Wy^^ing  i^sMH,  hW 

iHndcii  M IM  hluill  of  thc  Mfiltoy  MM 
eJtefoM^  iid  tldtt  WH  ndl  in  h»  iMt  of 
any  uupnuaiiuBn  wwcb  ■iimvi  we  ohi  nei 
hratf  to  be  afMd  ef  difthhig  bit  AMHif 

Wl'dflM*  HM  MMI  II  WdM  tH  lay  t9  Mtad  iMfti 
iiieuiuen  o|iuueiiei  i HBae  winf  eppnesi  ■ 
eHM^fi  li  Ai  CMfti*uW  Were  (■MMnv 

Ally  iMftaj  ihi  ii  fNMUnlMg  tl§  WlsMh* 

iiig  MMee  Sim  lihpmg  im  MdHif  ifcsip 

MieiiSDPHlt     Hi  -  Vn  Mr-fMiV  WIW 
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tboM  who  accuBed  hoa.  Members  with  the 
wont  designs  sad  inteDtions  in  usine  that 
Uoguage,  but  he  begged  those  who  did  use 
it  to  consider  the  CDDsequences  of  pursuing 
such  a  course.  He  remembered  an  obser- 
TBtioD  which  had  been  made  by  a  noble 
Lord,  once  a  Prime  Minister  of  this  couo- 
trj,  in  a  debate  on  the  Iloman  Catholic 
AMOciatioD.  It  was  stated,  in  reference 
to  some  language  that  had  been  made  use 
of,  that  however  strong  those  opinions  or 
expressions  might  be,  in  point  offset  they 
were  the  safety  Talres  of  the  constitution. 
The  noble  Lorn  (Lord  Melbourne]  replied, 
that  instead  of  tlie  safet;  rulve  he  consi- 
dered them  to  be  the  boilers  which  gene- 
rated the  sleam.  He  did  not  accuse  those 
hon.  Gentlemen  of  wishing  to  excite  men 
to  violence  and  crime,  but  let  him  caution 
them  of  the  effect  that  the  use  of  strung 
and  violent  language  was  calculated  to 
produce,  and  let  him  add,  that  men 
must  be  held  answerable  for  the  natural 
Gontequeuces  of  their  own  words  and 
actions.  In  that  House,  where  their 
excellent  education  and  character  wm 
kitown,  such  language  whs  comparatively 
harmless ;  but  it  was  nut  so  when  in  large 
assemblies  of  the  people,  those  who  re- 
•iited  the  repeal  of  the  Com-laws  were 
described  us  standing  bcttvcen  the  people 
and  (heir  daily  bread.  Would  they  tell 
the  people  of  this  country  that  nothing 
hkd  been  ilooe,  when  it  was  an  admitted 
fact  that  relief  had  been  afforded  to  the 
extent  of  a  third  in  the  prices  of  provi- 
sions of  all  sorts?  Was  it  nothing  to  the 
working  man  to  get  three  loaves  instead 
of  two  ?  It  was  untrue  to  say,  that 
nothing  had  been  done  for  the  country. 
It  had  been  compliincd  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  and  in  some  parts  of  the 
country,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at 
tbe  head  of  the  Government  had  nut 
klated  whether  or  not  he  meant  to  go  any 
further  in  removing  restriciiono,  or  abide 
by  the  present  Uw.  All  he  (Mr.  Escolt) 
could  say  was,  if  he  could  conceive  it 
poasible  tor  any  person  in  the  position  of 
Prime  Minister  of  this  country  to  utter 
anything  so  foolish  as  a  plcdj^c  to  aliidc  Ly 
all  the  provision.H  of  a  particular  measure — 
and  above  all,  of  a  Corn-law  —  he  u-as  one 
whom  he  would  never  consent  to  trust  as 
the  leader  of  the  great  constitutional  party 
of  England.  But  he  was  also  of  oiimion, 
that  it  would  lie  quite  as  great  a  folly,  on 
the  other  hand,  to  unsettle  in  one  ."^vMion 
of  Parliaineiit  a  law  that  had  Ux'i)  sn- 
Imnly  settled  In  the  preceding  6essiou ; 


and  he  could  not  conceive  bow  h  eonld 
enter  into  the  mind  of  anj  reasonable  man 
to  believe  such  an  intention  was  ever  en- 
tertained by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  far  n 
single  moment,  or  that  he  could  be  caoskt 
in  so  clumsy  a  snare.  He  admitted,  tBat 
the  country  was  in  a  state  of  coosidenble 
diflicnity,  but  he  believed  also  that  tbe 
measures  of  tbe  last  Sesaion  had  a  atroag 
tendency  to  relieve  tbe  distreaa  tbat  «*■■ 
acknowledged  to  exist,  and,  therefore,  be 
should  oppose  the  motion  of  the  noble 
[jird.  He  should  oppoee  it  for  tbe  eakeof 
the  people  who  were  less  attached  to  pertj 
'  than  to  common  sense,  and  wbo,  wbetber 
j  agricultural  or  commercial,  dialiked  ex- 
treme opinions  and  vident  counctk,  wmt 
who  never  would  follow  men  who,  while 
they  aggravated  all  that  was  evil,  had  ■• 
intelligible  remedy  for  its  cure. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  expressed  bissnrpriee  thM, 
after  the  admissions  and  statements  wbich 
had  been  made  by  several  bon.  Member 
in  proof  of  the  general  nature  of  the  dia. 
Iress,  two  hon.  Gentlemen,  tbe  Metbtri 
for  the  county  of  Durham,  and  Shrewa- 
bury,  should  have  ventured  to  asMrt  that 
it  was  but  local.  If  the  motion  of  bit 
noble  Friend  rested  merely  upon  locil 
distress,  he  (Mr.  G  Wood)  would  afree 
at  once  that  there  were  no  tnfficient 
grounds  for  it ;  but  the  admission  on  both 
sides  of  the  House,  offered  a  convincinr 
proof  ihat  the  distress  was  general  as  weR 
at  most  severe.  It  had  been  already  ed* 
milted  to  exist  in  Sheffield,  in  Notting- 
ham, in  Ireland,  in  Scotland,  and  in  tbe 
West  Hiding  of  Yorkshire,  and  all  dovbt 
on  the  subject  was  dissipated  by  tbe  autn- 
ments  which  had  been  made  on  the  anb- 
ject.  In  fact,  the  distress  uas  more  gene- 
ral and  more  severe  than  had  ever  bcm 
remembered  by  the  oldest  inhabitants  of 
the  country.  In  Leeds,  for  instance,  the 
capital  of  the  domestic  woollen  cloib 
manufacture,  it  appeared  that  tbe  diatreaa 
of  Ihe  people  had  more  than  trebled  in  the 
■hon  space  of  two  year*.  This  was  shown 
by  the  number  oF  paupers  relieved  in  tbat 
township  on  each  of  these  periods.  Tbetv 
wcri;  relieved  in  1840.  J,400  penoos; 
11:141,7,300:  IK42,14,8U0.  In  the  ad. 
joining  township  of  Holbeck,  the  poor- 
rates  were  doubled  within  the  same  period 
of  three  years.  For  instance,  they  were 
in  1840.  I,900f.;  134^,  :i.800/.  In  an- 
other lowmihip  adjacent  to  Leeds,  a  similar 
increase  bad  taken  place,  tbe  poor-rale 
being  in    ieJ9,  WOL;    IMO,   l,400f.; 


665 


Adjourned  Debate 


{Feb.  15} 


(  Third  Day). 


666 


1841,  1.700/.;  1842,  2,100/.  While  in 
a  township  at  a  distance  from  it,  the 
nun^ber  of  paupers  had  kept  pace  with 
the  increase  in  the  poor-rates,  there  being 
relieved  in  1840,  1,000  persons;  1842, 
2,000.  He  (Mr.  C.  Wood)  could  furnish 
the  House  with  many  other  statements  to 
the  same  effect,  referring  to  other  places 
in  the  same  district ;  but  they  would, 
no  doubt,  be  brought  forward  by  other 
hon.  Members  for  the  same  division  of 
the  county.  Whence  did  this  increase  of 
pauperism  in  Leeds  arise  ?  From  the  loss 
of  capital,  the  want  of  employment,  and 
the  diminished  means  of  paying  wages. 
In  the  last  four  years  no  less  than  ninety- 
four  firms  had  become  insolvent  in  Leeds, 
and  theirliabilities  amounted  tol, 500,000/., 
and  what  dividend  did  the  House  suppose 
had  been  paid  upon  that  sum  ?  The  divi- 
dend did  not  exceed  5s.  in  the  pound. 
In  one  trade  alone  the  sum  paid  for  wages 
was  less  than  that  paid  when  the  people 
were  in  full  employment  by  no  less  an 
amount  than  430,000/.  Thus  it  was  mani- 
fest that  the  means  of  employing  the 
people  were  diminished ;  and  the  conse- 
quence was,  distress  and  misery  among 
the  labouring  population,  starvation  and 
death.  The  accounts  from  the  superin- 
tendent registrar  of  that  district  showed 
that  there  had  been  an  increase  of  mor- 
tality to  no  less  an  amount  than  3  per  cent, 
in  two  years.  The  cumber  of  marriages 
had  decreased.  The  number  of  births  had 
decreased ;  but  he  grieved  to  say,  that  the 
illegitimate  births  had  increased.  This 
was  the  state  of  the  largest  town  in  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire;  and  the  dis- 
tress in  Lancashire  was  even  greater.  They 
had  the  authority  of  the  noble  Lord  behind 
him  (Lord  Worsley)  that  it  had  extended 
to  the  agricultural  population  of  Lincoln- 
shire. He  believed  it  was  as  great  in 
parts  of  Devonshire.  He  felt  he  was 
warranted  in  asserting  the  suffering  of  the 
people  was  general  and  severe,  such  as 
had  never  before  existed  from  one  end  of 
the  kingdom  to  the  other;  and  in  the 
midst  of  such  a  state  of  things  the  Govern- 
ment stated  that  they  were  prepared  to  do 
nothing.  The  right  hon.  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  had  quarrelled 
with  the  form  of  the  present  motion ;  but 
he  (Mr.  C.  Wood)  contended  that  the 
motion  was  perfectly  in  conformity  with 
Parliamentary  precedent.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Durham,  and  the  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  ss^t  down,  bad  en- 


deavoured to  treat  the  present  motioD  as 
a  vote  of  want  of  confidence — as  a  party 
motion.  His  noble  Friend  had  not  brought 
forward  the  motion  with  such  views ;  and 
bad  he  entertained  them,  a  more  legiti- 
mate mode  of  giving  expression  to  them 
would  have  been  by  proposing  a  com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  nation.  If  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
wanted  authority  for  such  a  course,  he 
would  refer  him  to  his  Colleague,  the  Pay- 
master of  the  Forces.  A  state  of  circum- 
stances similar  to  the  present  state  of  the 
country,  but  not  near  so  severe,  existed  in 
1830,  when  allusion  was  made  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  to  the  distress 
under  which  part  of  the  country  was  suf- 
fering. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Paymaster  of  the  Forces  (Sir  E.  Knatch- 
bull)  then  thought  it  incumbent  upon 
him  to  bring  the  subject  distinctly  before 
the  House,  by  an  amendment  to  the  Ad- 
dress, expressing  the  opinion  of  the  House 
that  the  distress  was  general,  and  that  the 
House  would  take  it  into  consideration. 
He  (Mr.  C.  Wood)  voted  for  that  motion, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  not 
prevented  from  making  it  by  objections  to 
the  manner  of  bringing  it  forward.  The 
present  motion  was  not  open  to  the  same 
objections.  It  was  neither  ungracious  to 
the  Sovereign,  nor  unfair  to  the  Govern- 
ment. It  was  not  until  the  right  hoo; 
Baronet  had  told  them  that  he  could 
give  no  hopes  whatever  of  relief,  that  hit 
noble  Friend  made  this  motion ;  and  if 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  given  a  con- 
trary assurance,  he  (Mr.  C.  Wood)  would 
undertake  to  say,  that  the  motion  would 
not  have  been  made  by  his  noble  Friend. 
But  though  the  objections  in  form  were 
removed,  the  substance  which  justified  the 
course  adopted  in  1830  remained  the 
same;  and  he  called  upon  the  House 
by  assenting  to  the  motion  of  his  noble 
Friend,  to  assure  the  country,  as  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  would  have 
done  in  1830,  that  **  their  earnest  en* 
deavours  should  be  directed  to  relieve 
the  country  from  its  present  difficulties.'' 
It  was  objected  that  his  noble  Friend 
made  no  specific  propositions.  It  was 
not  the  duty  of  his  noble  Friend  to  do  so. 
It  was  to  the  Government,  with  the  means 
of  getting  full  information  at  their  dis- 
posal, that  the  House  and  the  country 
had  a  right  to  look  for  a  specific  proposi- 
tion. It  was  enough  for  an  independent 
Member,  or  for  the  Housei  to  indicate  s 
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general  coorae  of  policy,  and  orge  that 
npoo  the  Goferomeot.  That  was  done 
in  the  present  case.  They  did  not  ask 
for  a  coamittee  of  inquiry,  to  hear  evi- 
dence of  dbtress,  as  some  hoo.  Gentlemen 
seemed  to  suppose.  The  object  of  the 
nsotion  was  to  express  the  opinion  of  the 
House,  that  the  course  adopted  by  the 
GoTcrnment  of  doing  nothing  was  wrong, 
and  this  ought  to  be  done  in  general 
terms.  If  ever  there  was  an  occasion  on 
which  such  a  coorse  was  jostiBable,  it  was 
the  present.  No  difference  existed  on  the 
subject  of  the  existence  of  the  distress, 
Bor  did  any  exist  on  the  remedies  to  be 
applied  to  it.  He  (Mr.  C.  Wood)  only 
called  on  the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to 
carry  their  own  principles  into  practice, 
and  to  execute  their  own  explicitly  avowed 
intentions  without  any  further  delay. 
The  Member  for  the  West  Riding  uiked 
of  the  home  demand,  but  it  was  not  to  the 
want  of  a  home  demand  as  far  as  the 
agricultural  population  were  concerned, 
that  the  distress  of  the  manufacturing 
districts  was  traceable ;  for  that  demand 
had  been  as  great  as  ever  it  was  for  the 
last  four  years,  inumuch  as  during  that 
time  the  prices  of  agricultural  produce 
had  been  higher  than  there  was  reason  to 
expect  they  would  be  again.  It  was, 
therefore,  to  the  failure  of  the  foreign 
demand  for  our  manufactures  that  this 
distress  was  clearly  attributable.  The 
only  measure  of  relief  which  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Legislature  to  apply  was  to 
remove  the  restrictions  and  the  fetters 
which  shackled  our  foreign  trade,  and 
which  prevented  the  importation  of  foreign 
produce,  restrictions  which  had  been  im- 
posed by  the  ignorance  and  prejudice  of 
former  ages,  but  which  might  now  be 
allowed  to  eive  place  to  more  enlightened 
views  of  poficy.  It  was  upon  the  principle 
which  involved  this  course  of  proceeding 
that  the  Government  had  acted  during 
the  last  Session,  and  the  same  principle 
bad  been  now  again  avowed  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  and  by  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  who  had  spoken  on 
a  former  evening.  The  latter  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  distinctly  said,  that  the 
object  of  the  Government  was  to  increase 
the  means  of  employment  for  the  poor,  by 
cheapening  the  prices  of  the  articles  of 
consumption,  and  by  encouraging  our 
foreign  trade,  by  affording  new  means  of 
•xchange,  and  so  augmenting  the  export 
trade  or  this  country.    He  agreed  in  the 


importance  of  these  obfects;  bvl  hm 
plained  that  the  principle  which  had 
been  last  year  avowed  by  the  Govenmeot 
had  not  been  adequately  carried  out.  Tbc 
advantages  of  the  tariff*  bad  been  adtertnd 
to  by  some  hon.  Meaibefa»b«i  he  tha«ht 
that  that  could  not  be  said  to  be  aa  aide* 
quate  measure  of  relief.  U  was  qsile 
right  as  far  as  it  went,  but  did  iM  do 
enough.  The  customs  produced  abont 
20,000,000/.  of  revenue  per  annual ;  aad, 
by  referring  to  the  provisions  of  Um 
Tariff*  Act,  it  would  be  seen  that  there 
were  twelve  great  articles  prododnf  ao 
less  than  17,000,000L  of  thb  which  had 
been  left  untouched.  But  the  right  hoo. 
Gentleman  had  referred  to  the  qoeatioa 
of  timber :  no  doubt  that  was  aa  iaspor* 
tant  article  of  trade;  but  be  nasi  any 
that,  in  his  view,  one  great  advantafo 
which  was  to  be  gained  from  dealiag 
with  this  article  was  an  iocrsase  of  iw» 
venue,  which  might  have  been  gaiaed* 
and  not  that  loss  of  revenue  to  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  bad  referred.  Thai 
loss  of  revenue  was  one  which  he  thoaghl 
the  Government  would  have  oauaa  to 
repent.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
told  the  House  that  the  effect  of  the 
measure  which  had  been  adopted  waa  la 
increase  the  price  of  timber.  Ha  woaU 
not  now  inquire  how  far  that  waa  Haas 
he  believed  that  it  would  be  feuad  lo  ha 
incorrect:  bat  the  assertion  had  goat 
forth  to  the  country  that  a  lose  of  laveaaa 
had  been  incurred,  that  the  ronsaier 
had  not  been  benefited,  and  thai  tha 
whole  amount  of  revenue  which  this 
country  had  lost  had  been  pot  into  tha 
pockets  of  the  producers.  There  waia 
various  other  articles  on  which  a  redadaoa 
of  the  duty  would  have  been  far  beUar 
than  on  those  selected.  Wool,  for  ia* 
stance,  tlie  staple  of  the  Leeds  manafiM* 
turer.  Last  year,  the  importaiioa  of 
foreign  wool,  the  principal  malarial 
wrought  in  that  town,  feU  off*  very  coa* 
siderably.  In  1 841,  the  number  of  baga 
of  wool  imported  being  62,000,  while,  la 
1842,  there  were  no  more  than  47f000. 
He  would  not  enter  into  a  discussioa  af 
the  old  question  of  the  sugar  duties ;  bat 
he  thought  that  no  one  coald  doabt  that 
if  two  years  ago  the  doty  on  sugar  had 
been  r^uced,  and  the  importatioa  of 
that  article  increased,  the  country  woald 
now  have  been  reaping  the  benefit  of  aa 
enlarged  demand  for  our  prodadaooa  ia 
the  improved  condition,  aad  the 
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comfort  of  the  people.  He  believed  there 
was  DO  article  of  which  the  consumption 
might  be  so  much  extended,  and  with  so 
much  advantage,  not  only  to  the  material 
comfort,  but  to  the  moral  condition  of  the 
people^  as  sugar.  It  was  not,  however, 
hit  intention  to  detain  the  House  with 
specific  proposals  ;  his  object  was  to  urge 
the  Government  to  carry  out  its  own 
principles,  to  which  he  had  heard  no  ob- 
jection till  towards  the  latter  part  of  the 
speech  of  the  Vice-President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade.  The  right  hen.  Gentleman 
there  called  on  his  noble  Friend  (Lord 
Howick)  for  a  demonstrative  proof  of  the 
principle  that  removal  of  restrictions  on 
trade  caused  it  to  increase.  He  asked,  if 
they  were  "  without  knowledge,  upon 
speculation,  to  assume  that  increase  of 
trade  which  the  noble  Lord  presumed,  but 
which  he  had  not  attempted  to  demon- 
strate," what  proof  did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  require?  The  most  conclusive 
answer  to  that  demand  would  be  found  in 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself.  Her  Majesty's  Government  re- 
duced the  duties  on  certain  articles  of 
trade  last  year.  Did  they  do  it  as  an 
experiment,  or  was  it  done  from  a  con- 
viction that  it  would  increase  trade,  and, 
thereby,  benefit  the  country?  If  the 
latter,  as  they  must  admit,  why  object  to 
the  further  application  of  the  principle  ? 
What  ground  then  had  they  for  opposing 
the  motion  of  his  noble  Friend,  and  the 
objects  he  had  in  view  in  making  it?  The 
Government  asserted  the  success  of  their 
experiment  of  last  year,  in  reducing  the 
duties  on  imported  articles.  The  Vice. 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had  enu- 
merated several  articles  of  which  an  in- 
crease of  import  had  taken  place,  oak- 
bark,  olive-oil,  turpentine,  indigo,  &c. ; 
and  he  distinctly  attributed  this  increase 
to  the  effect  of  the  tariff,  for  he  said  that 
'*  the  dimunition  of  duties  made  last  year 
had  had  the  efiect  of  stimulating  labour, 
and  the  application  of  capital  to  the  trade 
io  the  articles  to  which  the  diminution 
applied.**  He  (Mr.  Wood)  took  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman's  own  statement,  and  he 
asked  if  demonstration  could  go  further 
than  this;  and  what  justification  the  Go- 
vernment had  when  they  now  turned  round 
and  repudiated  not  alone  their  own  doc- 
trines but  their  own  statements.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Winchester,  and  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  had  by 
Ibeir  speeches  turned  the  principal  part  of 


the  discussion  to  the  question  of  the  Com* 
laws.  This  certainly  was  the  most  im- 
portant question  of  all,  for  none  could 
more  materially  affect  the  welfare  of  the 
larger  class  of  the  nation,  for  whose  bene- 
fit be  held  the  House  were  bound  espe- 
cially to  legislate.  The  import  of  other 
articles  might  affect  their  comforts,  but 
corn  and  bread  were  the  commodities  upon 
which  their  lives  depended.  Hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  were  but  little  aware  of 
the  extent  to  which  the  consuinption  of 
corn  was  affected  by  its  price.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  last  Session  of  Parliament 
he  had  moved  for  a  return  of  the  quantity 
of  wheat  sold  in  six  large  market  towns 
for  the  eight  months  preceding  the  middle 
of  June  last,  and  he  (Mr.  C.  Wood) 
thought  the  House  would  be  surprised  at 
the  extraordinary  difference  in  the  quan- 
tity sold  at  different  periods  in  those  towns. 
He  had  moved  for  the  return  to  be  made 
at  the  intervals  of  three  years,  viz.  for 
1836,  for  1839,  and  fur  1843.  The  towns 
from  which  the  returns  were  made  were 
Leeds,  Wakefield,  Liverpool,  Manchester, 
Birmingham,  and  Nottingham.  From  the 
returns  he  found  that  in  1836  the  average 
price  of  wheat  was  49s.  Id.  per  quarter, 
and  the  quantity  sold  was  16,000  quartera. 
In  1839  the  average  price  had  risen  to 
70s.  Id,  per  quarter,  and  the  quantity  sold 
in  that  year  fell  to  7,600  quarters.  In 
1842  the  average  price  waa  61i.  lIcL  per 
quarter,  and  the  quantity  told  was  12,500 
quarters.  Now,  if  this  was  any  test  of  xh% 
consumption  by  the  people  in  thoee  neigh- 
bourhoods, or  of  the  qaantity  of  bread 
consumed  by  them,  he  asked  hon.  Geo* 
tlemen  opposite  to  reflect  upon,  and  to 
consider  what  must  have  been  the  state  of 
misery  inflicted  upon  that  population  when 
not  less  thau  one  half  tneir  daily  bread 
was  taken  from  them— for  between  the 
years  1836  and  1839  the  diminution  in 
the  quantity  of  wheat  consumed  was  more 
than  one-half,  as  the  return  to  which  he 
referred  most  dearly  showed.  When  they 
reflected  upon  the  amount  of  suffering 
and  misery  inflicted  upon  the  population 
by  the  increase  of  the  price  of  corn,  the 
first  necessary  of  life,  no  feeling  of  aelf- 
interest  ought  to  impede  hon.  Gnitlamen 
in  giving  full  weight  to  the  arguments  deu 
rived  from  these  coniideratkma.  He  be- 
lieved, however,  that  in  affecting  no  alter- 
ation in  the  law  in  thie  respect,  the 
interetta  of  the  agrioQltond  intereeta  would 
net  suSer ;  fof  be  waa-  iwe  diat  Ibeit 
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ioteresU  were  mixed  up  with  the  prosperity 
or  suffering  of  the  manufacturiDg  classes. 
To  what  but  to  the  distress  of  the  manu- 
facturiog  population  could  the  present 
low  prices  uf  agricultural  produce  be  attri- 
buted ?  No  doubt,  the  fall  in  the  price  of 
wheat  was  owing  to  the  concurrence  of  an 
early  hartest  and  the  operation  of  the ! 
sliding-scale  ;  but  the  continued  low  price 
both  of  wheat  and  of  meat  must  be  attri- 
buted to  the  pre? alence  of  distress.  The 
price  of  meat  was  indeed  a  better  test  than 
that  of  corn :  and  it  was  impossible  to 
attribute  to  the  insignificant  importation 
of  cattle  which  had  taken  place  the  low 
price  of  butchers'  meat.  He  believed  that 
the  Tariff  Act  had  had  no  effect  on  the 
price  of  corn  or  meat,  and  he  should  like 
to  hear  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet  oppo- 
site a  solution  of  the  proposition  which  he 
had  laid  down  last  year,  and  which  he  had 
now  repeated,  that  the  amount  which  was 
taken  away  by  the  Income-tax  from  the 
pockets  of  the  people  would  be  more  than 
returned  by  the  effects  of  the  altered  sys- 
tem of  Customs'  duties.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  did  not  agree  in  this  pro- 
position, for  he  had  said  that  he  could  not 
attribute  to  the  tariff  more  than  slight 
effects  upon  the  price  of  corn  and  other 
commodities,  if  that  were  so — if,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  no 
more  than  a  slight  effect  had  been  produced 
upon  the  prices  of  those  commodities,  he 
(Mr,  C.  Wood)  should  be  happy  at  least  to 
know  whether  the  right  hon.  the  Vice-Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
disagreed  upon  this  subject?  or  how  it 
was  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  could  con. 
tend  that  what  he  took  out  of  one  pocket 
ID  the  shape  of  direct  taxation,  he  put  into 
the  other  by  a  diminution  in  the  prices  of 
commodities  of  general  consumption.  But 
there  was  another  effect  which  the  distress 
amongst  manufacturers  bad  produced  upon 
the  agricultural  districts,  an  effect  of  which 
gentlemen  of  the  north  of  England  were 
more  sensible  than  those  of  the  south, 
and  it  arose  from  the  amount  of  labour 
thrown  back  upon  the  rural  districts  in 
consequence  of  the  impossibility  of  em- 
ploying it  in  the  manufacturing  districts, 
though  there  these  labourers  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  obtaining  their  livelihood 
for  years.  This  evil  went  to  an  extent  of 
which  he  was  sure  many  hon.  Members 
were  not  aware.     Now,  he  found  that  in 


Leeds  alone  the  number  of  families  pot 
under  orders  of  removal  in  1840  anoaoted 
to  100  ;  in  1841,  to  137  ;  and  in  1842,  to 
313;  and  thus,  taking  the  ordinary  ealco- 
lations  of  five  persons  to  each  family,  it 
appeared  that  in  the  last  year  oo  less  than 
1,500  paupers  had  been  put  under  orders 
of  removal,  and  thrown  back  upon  the 
rural  parishes  where  they  had  settlements, 
though  probably  they  had  been  employed 
in  Leeds  for  a  long  series  of  years.  He 
would  just  make  another  statement  on  the 
point,  from  Settle,  in  Yorkshire.  The 
Settle  Union  consisted  of  thirty  parishes, 
twenty-one  of  which  were  agricnltnral. 
In  that  union  in  the  year  1841  there  were 
832  paupers  altogether.  In  1842  that 
number  had  increased  to  1,637,  being  an 
increase  of  805,  and  out  of  that  805  no 
less  than  299  persons  had  been  sent  back 
to  the  rural  parishes  from  the  manu^M:- 
turing  districts.  Now,  he  (Mr.  C.  Wood) 
must  say,  that  these  removals  formed  a 
considerable  addition  to  the  burthens  of  the 
rural  parishes,  which  already  had  a  large 
surplus  of  labour.  He  believed  there  was 
no  single  thing  by  which  agricultore  was  so 
much  benefited  as  by  the  prosperity  of  the 
manufacturing  industry  of  the  conatrj, 
for,  after  all,  the  manufacturers  were  the 
customers  who  bought  that  which  the 
agriculturists  produced,  and  upon  their 
means  to  purchase  depended  the  price 
which  agriculture  obtained  for  itsprodnee. 
He  believed  that  it  was  essential  for  the 
improvement  of  trade  that  the  Corn-laws 
should  be  altered,  and  the  increased 
prosperity  which  that  alteration  would  gite 
to  manufactures  would  confer  more 
benefit  to  the  agricultural  interests  than 
any  injury  they  could  possibly  suffer  from 
the  change  in  the  law.  At  the  same  lime, 
he  felt  bound  to  say  that  he  did  not 
attribute  that  exclusive  importance  to  an 
alteration  of  the  Corn-laws  which  was 
attributed  to  it  by  some  persons.  Looking 
at  the  imports  of  corn  for  the  last  four  or 
five  years,  he  must  say  that  he  did  not 
know,  under  any  probable  alteration  of 
the  Corn -law,  that  the  exports  could  be 
considerably  increased.  During  the  last 
five  years  there  had  been  imported  on  the 
average  2,000,000  quarters  of  wheat.  It 
was  hardly  possible  to  suppose  that  with 
such  an  amount  of  import  the  country 
must  not  have  exported  manufactured 
goods  in  return  to  the  value  of  4,000,000/. 
per  annum.  But  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  any  check  being  given  to  so  large  an 
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importation  of  coroy  and  consequent  ex- 
portation of  our  manufactures  ?  It  could 
not  but  be  most  disastrous  in  the  present 
state  of  trade,  and  he  thought  it  an  object 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  render  the 
importation  of  com  regular,  to  make  the 
trade  certain,  and  the  prices  steady.  Nor 
was  this  of  less  importance  to  the  farmer 
than  to  the  consumer.  He  believed  the 
country  suffered  most  from  the  fluctuations 
in  price  which  were  inseparable  from  the 
sliding-scale.  Under  the  amended  bill 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  price  of 
wheat  had  varied  from  64s.  7d,  at  the  end 
of  July,  to  46s.  lOdf.  before  the  middle  of 
December.  But  the  House  and  the 
country  had  been  told  to  expect  a  steady 
price  at  about  56s.*«certainly  never  below 
54s.,  nor  above  56s.  This  was  the  result 
of  the  sliding-scale.  The  effect  of  that 
scale  was,  that  all  the  corn  came  in 
contemporaneously  with  the  harvest.  It 
had  been  so  for  the  last  five  years.  In 
1 838,the  whole  quantity  of  wheat  imported 
was  1,728,000  quarters,  of  which 
1,480,000  came  in  during  the  months  of 
Augost  and  September;  in  1839,  a  year 
of  great  scarcity,  779,000  out  of  2,500,000 
for  the  whole  year;  in  1840,  1,390,000 
out  of  2,000,000;  in  1841,  l,970,000out 
of  2,450,000  were  entered  in  those  two 
months.  In  1 842,  this  usual  course  was 
not  altered  by  the  act  of  last  Session. 
From  the  passing  of  the  act  to  the  end  of 
August,  2,450,000  quarters  were  entered^ 
of  which  nearly  2,000,000  came  in  during 
four  consecutive  weeks  in  A  ugust.  The  price 
of  wheat  was  thus  unduly  enhanced  in  spring 
and  as  unnaturally  depressed  in  autumn. 
These  considerations  were  effecting  a 
change  in  the  opinions  of  the  agriculturists. 
He  bad  hardly  conversed  with  a  single  in- 
telligent farmer  in  his  own  neighbourhood 
who  was  not  of  opinion  that  a  fixed  duty 
would  be  better  than  the  present  law ; 
and  he  believed  that  not  only  in  the  north 
of  England  but  in  Scotland  the  opinion 
was  extending  in  favour  of  a  reasonable 
moderate,  and  even  a  small  fixed  duty^  as 
being  best  calculated  to  benefit  agriculture 
no  less  than  manufactures.  He  was  not 
now  going  to  argue  further  the  question  of 
fixed  duty  or  sliding-scale;  but  if  there 
were  any  one  point  on  which  an  opinion 
was  growing  amongst  all  classes  of  the 
people,  and  on  which  a  compromise  might 
be  effected,  and  a  settlement  made  be- 
tween opposing  parties,  it  was  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  fixed  duty.  He  knew  that  ex- 
VOL.  LXVI.    {2Si} 


treme  parties  on  both  sides  might  be 
opposed  to  it,  but  amongst  moderate  men 
on  both  sides  opinion  was  in  its  favonr. 
He  might  refer  to  the  declaration  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Nottingham  who  at 
one  time  had  represented  an  agricultural 
county,  and  who  now  represented  a  com- 
mercial community,  and  who  had  stated, 
as  the  result  of  his  experience  and  infor- 
mation— opportunities  of  obtaining  which, 
perhaps,  he  had,  which  others  did  not 
possess — that  the  public  opinion  of  this 
country  was  fast  coming  to  such  a  com- 
promise as  that  for  the  benefit  of  all 
parties.  He  believed  that  a  fixed  duty 
would  be  for  the  interest  of  both  parties— 
that  a  steady  price  to  one,  and  a  certain 
trade  to  the  other,  were  advantages  which 
both  sides  were  not  induced  to  underrate. 
He  had  heard,  therefore,  with  the  deepest 
regret  the  declaration  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, the  only  steady  opinion  he  seemed 
to  entertain  on  tiie  Corn-laws,  that  he  was 
opposed,  as  before,  to  a  fixedduty;  be- 
cause he  (Mr.  Wood)  believed  on  that  prin- 
ciple the  only  possible  compromise  could 
be  effected,  and  that  the  eflbct  of  his  state- 
ment was  to  postpone  anything  like  a  set- 
tlement. The  Government  had  completely 
shaken  the  ground  on  which  the  old  Corn- 
law  rested,  and  had  left  the  corn  trade  in 
the  state  of  uncertainty  in  which  it  was  at 
present.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said,  that  the  Corn-law  of  laat  year  was 
the  best  that  he  could  devise^  but  be  made 
a  similar  declaration  three  years  ago,  with 
respect  to  the  former  law.  He  said  he  woold 
not  change  it  this  year,  but  would  pledge 
himself  to  no  part  of  it ;  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Tnule  said,  it  was 
unsound  in  principle  if  now  to  be  adopted 
for  the  first  time ;  that  its  defence  rested 
on  its  having  existed  so  long,  that  this 
was  a  good  temporary  answer;  and  as  to 
the  time  of  change,  he  referred  us  to  '*  the 
revolution  of  ages  and  circumstanceey** 
could  anything  be  more  Tague  or  an- 
certain,  and  he  (Mr.  Wood)  believed, 
that  this  state  of  things  was  calculated 
to  prevent  an  outlay  ^  capital  on  land, 
and  interfered  with  any  arrangements 
that  might  be  entered  into  between 
landlords  and  tenants  for  the  improve- 
ment of  cultivation.  He  feared  that  tbo 
same  evil  effects  of  taming  capital  fjrom 
the  land  wonld  tend  to  tarn  labonr  out  of 
employ,  and  the  same  mkiery  would  bo 
produced  as  was  exibited  in  the  mamifae- 
turing  districts.  Nor  was  this  nocertainty 
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confined  to  the  corn  trade.  In  an  article 
which  was  attributed  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  not  denied  by  him, 
it  was  stated,  that  the  same  principles 
which  were  adopted  in  the  tariff  of  last 
year  roust  be  applied  to  cheese,  to  butter, 
to  sugar,  and  other  articles  as  soon  as  the 
revenue  would  enable  the  Government  to 
deal  with  them.  The  result  of  the  delay 
in  dealing  with  them  as  well  as  the  corn 
question,  was  the  present  stagnation  of 
trade,  a  strong  proof  of  which  was  the  state 
of  the  money  market,  when  no  one  could 
find  profitable  means  of  embarking  his 
capital,  and  when  money  could  be  pro« 
cured  almost  for  asking  for  it.  Could  it 
be  for  a  moment  doubted  that  this  was  a 
state  of  things  most  detrimental  to  the  in* 
terests  of  the  country  ?  It  was  impossible 
that  the  country  could  l>e  allowed  to  re- 
main in  its  present  state  without  incuring 
the  greatest  evils.  He  considered  that  it 
was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Government 
to  bring  forward  the  only  measures  which 
even  in  their  own  opinion  could  tend  to 
relieve  the  present  distress.  The  object 
of  his  noble  Friend's  motion,  then,  being 
such  as  he  had  described,  he  trusted  that 
the  House,  by  the  decision  that  it  would 
come  to  on  it,  would  compel  the  Govern- 
ment to  proceed  in  that  course  which  he 
believed  was  not  only  essentially  necessary 
for  the  existence  of  our  trade  and  manu- 
factures, but  even  for  the  agricultural 
interest  itself.  They  did  too  much  last 
year  to  allow  them  now  to  stand  still,  and 
far  too  little  to  produce  any  extensive  be- 
nefit to  the  country. 

Sir  James  Graham  :  Sir,  I  listened  with 
great  pleasure  and  attention  to  the  admi- 
rable speech  addressed  to  tlie  House  by 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Winchester,  and  I  was  more  par- 
ticularly struck  with  the  latter  portion  of 
it,  in  which  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
appealed  with  earnestness  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House  for  a  clear  and  distinct 
statement  of  what  is  the  real  object  of 
the  motion  we  are  now  discussing.  When, 
therefore,  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Hahfax  rofe  to  address  the  House, 
I  thought  that  if  there  was  any  Member 
in  it,  next  to  the  noble  Lord  himself  who 
introduced  ihe  motion,  who  was  most  cer- 
tain to  give  a  full  and  satisfactory  expla- 
nation  of  its  object,  it  was  the  hon.  Gentle, 
man  the  Member  for  Halifax.  But  thou*;!)  I 
have   listened   to   the   hon.   Cientleman*s 


speech  with  great  attentioD,  I  ramah  Ml 
doubtful  and  perfectly  unsatisfied  with 
respect  to  the  object  which  is  rtaUy 
desired.  I  thought,  when  the  nobla  Lord 
gave  notice  of  his  motion*  considering 
that  he  has  been  long  versed  io  pvblio 
affairs,  that  he  possesses  an  hereditary 
knowledge  of  the  proceedings  and  otag* 
of  Parliament,  more  perhaps  than  uiy 
Gentleman  whom  I  am  now  addrctsiog,-* 
when  I  recollected  the  noble  Lord's  ex- 
perience and  practice,  and  obaerved  him 
with  all  the  authority  of  his  name  and 
station,  I  tliought  I  say,  that  the  noble 
Lord  intended,  and  it  would  have  been  a 
perfectly  legitimate  intention  on  hit  part^ 
to  make  a  direct  attack  on  the  ezittenoe 
of  the  Administration,  and  that  it  woold 
be  viewed  as  a  great  party  motioo.  I  acill 
remain  in  some  doubt,  after  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Halifax,  whether  ay 
original  conception  was  not  accurate.  I 
thought  that  the  proposition  of  the  noble 
Lord  was  equivalent  to  a  motion  on  tbe 
state  of  the  nation.  But  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Halifax  says  that  the  motion  bat 
no  such  object.  Now  what  said  the  boo* 
Member  for  Greenock?  He  said  be 
thought  inquiry  necessary ;  all  idea  of  a 
party  movement  he  disclaimed,  and  stated 
that  if  the  motion  was  not  to  lead  to 
an  inquiry  into  the  distress  of  the  conntry, 
he  would  vote  with  my  right  hon.  Frieod 
at  the  head  of  the  GovemmenL  I  ask 
the  hon.  Member  for  Greenock,  after 
having  heard  from  tbe  hon.  Member  for 
Halifax  that  this  is  not  intended  at  a  mo- 
tion of  enquiry,  and  that  it  woold  be  an 
absurdity  if  it  were—  I  ask  the  boo.  Mem- 
ber for  Greenock,  always  true  to  bia  void, 
whether  he  can  hesitate  as  to  tbe  vole  be 
should  give.  I  see  sitting  next  tbe  bon« 
Member  for  Greenock,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Belfast,  who  addressed  the  Home  last 
night  with  so  much  abitity  and  self  poe- 
session,  and  whom  I  congratulate  sincerely 
on  tbe  talent  he  displayed  in  addreming 
tbe  House  for  the  first  time — tbal  boo. 
Member,  unacquainted  as  he  is  with  ibe 
atmosphere  of  this  House,  might  believe 
by  a  stretch  of  credulity,  that  the  noble 
Lord,  one  among  the  leaders  of  a  great 
|>arty,  in  brm$cing  forward  a  motion  for 
the  purpose  of  inquiry,  really  did  intend 
to  inquire  into  something.  Tbe  boo. 
Member  has  now  heard  it  stated  that  no 
such  intention  is  entertained  ;  he  probably 
was  somewhat  surprised  by  the  frsakncm 
of  that  declaration  ;  but  sull  having  ae» 
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certained  that  this  is  not  a  motion  for 
inqninr,  and  all  party  objects  beings  at  the 
same  time  disclaimed,  I  hope  the  hon. 
Member  will,  together  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Greenock,  give  his  sapport  to  the 
Government  on  the  present  occasion.    I 
think  the  hon«  Member  for  Belfast  ex- 
prassed  great  anxiety  that  the  Gofernment 
shoald  proceed  in  the  course  which  they 
entered  upon  last  Session.    I  hope  the 
hon.  Member  will  allow  me  to  ask  him 
whether  he  does  not  think  there  is  some 
little  pradence  in  pausing?    What  would 
the  hon.  Meml>er  say  if  the  Government, 
advancing  in  the  course  which  they  took 
last  Session,  in  diminishing  the  duty  on 
the  importation  of  com,  should  propose  to 
allow  the  free  importation  of  foreign  oats 
into  Ireland,  and  to  extend  either  the  In« 
come-tax  or  the  assessed  taxes  to  that  coun- 
try ?  The  hon.  Member  for  Halifax,  having 
stated  that  this  is  neither  a  motmn  for  in- 
quiry into  distress,  nor  a  motion  on  the 
state  of  the  nation,  hesitatingly  described  it 
as  a  motion  intended  to  indicate  something 
which  the  opposite  side  of  the   House 
wishes  to  be  done.     To  prove  that  this 
motion  has  no  party  object,  and  that  it 
only  refers  to  the  general  distress,  he 
likened  it  to  a  motion  made  by  my  right 
hott.  Friend,  the  Paymaster  of  the  Forces 
in  1830.    Why,  if  ever  there  was  a  party 
motion  made  in  this  House,  it  was  the 
motkm  brought  forward  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  in  1 830.    I  well  remember  it,  and 
I  rather  think  that  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
voting  on  that  occasion,  with  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Member  for  Tiverton,  in  support 
of  the  motion.    The  avowed  purpose  of 
the  motion  was  to  upset  the  administration, 
which  at  the  time  ruled  the  destinies  of 
the  country.    Mr.  Brougham  and  Lord 
Althorp,  and  a  portion  of  the  opposition, 
clearly  perceiving  the  nature  of  the  motion, 
and  tnst  it  involved  the  fate  of  theadmin*" 
istration,  and  not  being  at  that  time  die* 
posed  to  overthrow  the  Government,  voted 
against  the  motion,  and  I  think  the  noble 
I^d,  the  Member  for  Sunderland,  also 
voted  against  it.    [Lord  Hawick :  I  voted 
for  the  motion.]     I   thought  the  noble 
Lord  either  voteid  against  the  motkin,  or 
abstained  from  voting  at  all ;  but,  however, 
I  am  sore  that  I  voted  for  it,  and  I  am 
equally  sure  that  the  noble   Lord,  the 
Membef  for  Tiverton,  voted  for  it  alio  in 
the  spirit  of   opposition  wlihsh    I   have 
stated.     We  did  not  then  conceal  our 
purpose^  we  stated  frankly,  and  disUnetly, 


what  was  our  object;  and,  I  say,  with  all 
possible  respect,  that  a  party  so  powerful 
as  that  I  see  opposite  ought  not,  in  the 
present  etate  of  the  coontr^,*-in  a  moment 
of  great  exoitement  and  distress-«to  bring 
forward  a  motion  of  thu  important  das'* 
oriptton  in  aoch  a  manneiuN4md  with  ao 
mueh  beaitation,  that  on  the  third  night  of 
its  discussion,  it  is  hardly  dear  what  is  tbo 
object  of  the  dull  debate,  which 

**  Drags  its  slow  length  along«" 

The  doubt  and  uncertainty  whfcb  pro« 
vails  on  this  subject,  ceases  to  be  a  matter 
of  surprise,  when  we  eonsider  the  different 
motives  which  influence  Hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  who  from 
the  various  opinions  they  express,  seem 
unable  to  make  intelligible  to  the  Hoose 
and  to  the  country,  what,  in  thhi  great 
jiincture  of  affairs  they  reallv  have  in 
view.  The  hon.  Member  for  Sfceflkid,  in 
addressing  the  House,  regretted  the  inde* 
finite  nature  of  the  motion,  and  said,  **  I 
have  mental  reservations  of  my  own,  and 
it  is  onl^  in  that  way  that  I  can  support 
the  motton.**  I  will  now  pass  to  some 
other  observations  which  have  falleti  team 
the  hon.  Member  for  HaliAix.  I  feel  deeply 
the  responsibility  tfnder  whieh  I  address 
the  House,  and  I  should  be  mnch  grieved, 
if  inadvertently  one  word  should  fall  bom 
me  that  could  exasperate  the  bitterness  of 
feeling  that  n6t  unnaturally  exists  imonf 
large  classes  of  my  Mlow  subjects,  wbd 
have  sdlhred  deep  distress  for  t  great 
length  of  time.  The  hon.  MemtHtr  for 
Halifax  has  asserted  in  the  first  place  thai 
the  dutress  is  general.  I  conclude,  that 
the  hon.  Member  meani  to  appl^  that 
observatfon  to  the  maaofaeturing  distrieta 
of  the  eotintry.  But,  the  hon.  Memlw 
went  on  to  say,  that  the  distress  was  no( 
only  genaral  but  unextaipled.  Far  be  it 
from  me,  by  any  thing  I  may  say,  to  bad 
the  House  or  the  country  to  believe  that  I 
have  the  least  doubt  that  distress,  severe, 
unmitigated,  and  of  lon^  dnrattoto,  has 
afflicted  a  laige  portion  of  the  mannfoc- 
turing  dtetriets ;  imt,  at  the  lame  time,  as 
was  tralv  observed  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  SheflfeM,  in  a  ease  of  this  deseriptkin 
when  we  are  delibenUing  on  the  substin- 
tinl  interesti  of  a  great  community,  exig* 
gerttbtt  Ought  to  be  partieularlv  avoUedt 
and  I  do  not  think  it  desirable,  tbet  in  the 
presence  of  the  civiliaed  world  we,  the 
repreaentathres  of  Graet  Pritaln^^shooM 
hdid  the  langaagi  ef  imgonAmtf.  I 
Z% 
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admit  that  a  large  falliog  off  in  the  de- 
clared value  of  exports  is  a  symptom,  in  a 
commercial  country,  that  ought  to  com- 
mand  the   anxious  attention  of  Govern- 
ment;  but,  let  us  consider  what  is  the 
falling    off   in     the    declared    value    of 
exports    to    which     the     hon.     Member 
adverted  in    support    of  his    statement, 
that  the  distress  was  unexampled.     The 
right    hon.  Gentleman,    the   late  Chan- 
cellor of  the    Exchequer,  must  bear  in 
mind  that,  in  the  period  of  1837-8,  there 
was  a  great  falling  off  in   the  declared 
value     of    exports;      they     fell     from 
46,000,000/.     to   36.000,000/.,  being  a 
decrease  of  10,000,000/.  in  one  year,  a 
larger  defalcation  than  was  ever  known 
before  or  since  in  so  short  a  period.     But 
in  the  year  immediately  following,  1838-9, 
there  was  a  rise  of  7,000,000/.  in   the 
value  of  exports,  almost  equivalent  to  the 
previous  falling  off.     In  the  present  year 
the  deficiency  in   the  value  of  exports, 
compared  with  last  year,  amounts  only  to 
4,000,000/.     Not  content  with  asserting 
that  the  existing  distress  is  unexampled, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Halifax  proceeded 
to  state  that,  it  has  been  marked  by  famine 
and  by  death  in  the  most  alarming  and 
appalling  degree.     I  will  try  the  question 
of  mortality.     I  happen  to  have  before 
me  an  authentic  document,  namely,  the 
quarterly  table  of  mortality  made  up  to 
the  end  of  1842,  which  affords  me  the 
means  of  instituting  a  comparison  between 
the  autumn  quarter  of  the  last  year,  and 
that  of  the  average  of  the  corresponding 
period   in  the  four  preceding  yeara.     it 
being  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  exagge- 
ration on  this  subject  ought  to  be  avoided, 
I  trust  that,  after  the  statement  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Halifax,  the  House 
will  allow  me  to  read  the  comparison  I 
have  made  of  the  mortality,  at  the  differ- 
ent periods  I  have  mentioned,  in  certain 
manufacturing  towns.     It    appears   that 
the  number  of  deaths  in  Wolverhampton 
in  the  autumn  of  1842  was  414,  while  the 
average   number  for   the    corresponding 
quarters  of  the  four  previous  years  was 
51.0.    The  difference  on  a  like  comparison 
in  the  case  of  Blackburn  was  369  to  474  ; 
Wigan   334  to   459;    Ashton   1,0()()   to 
1,124;    Sheffield,   which    has    been    so 
much  dwelt  upon,  456  to  674  ;  Huddera- 
field  444  to  516  ;  in  Leeds,  another  place 
spoken  of  as  presenting  an  appalling  pic- 
ture of  misery,  the  number  of  deaths  was 
982  last  autumn,   while  the   average  of 


the  four  preceding  autumns  was  1,159. 
The   contrast  with   regard   to   Hull  waa 
257  to   326;  Sunderland  293  to  381; 
Newcastle  392  to  516;  Liverpool  1,724 
tu    2,022.     But  I  will  not  trouble  the 
House  by  going  through    all  the  other 
towns  which  I  have  oo  my  list;  I  will 
state  generally  that  there  was  as   con- 
siderable a  diminution  in  the  mortality  of 
other  manufacturing  places — Dudley,  Bir« 
mingham,  Stockport,  MacclesOeld,  Pres- 
ton, Sheffield,  Rochdale,  Bory,  Salford, 
Bradford,  York,  Gateshead,  Carlisle,  and 
Kendall.     In  the  metropolis  the  mortality 
of  the  autumn  of  1842  was  11,631  ;  and 
the  average  of  the  four  previous  autumns, 
11,861  ;  not,  certainly,  a  very  great  diffe- 
rence. But  what  is  more  striking  and  more 
completely  demonstrative  that  the   boo. 
Gentleman  is  mistaken  in  his  statements  is, 
that  the  aggregate  number  of  deaths  in  114 
districts  was  39,368  last  antumn,  while 
the    average  mortality  of  the  four  ante- 
cedent autumns  was  42,003.     [An  hon. 
Member :    You  forget  that  the  popola- 
tion    goes    on    increasing.]      Of  coarse 
it  does ;  but  that  circumstance  tells  in 
favour  of  my  argument ;  for  I  show  that 
with  an  increase  of  population  there  has 
been  an  actual  decrease  of  mortality.  The 
hon.   Member  for   Halifax  informed  the 
House  that  certain  persons  in  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  had  paid  only  5f«  in 
the  pound  on  debts  contracted  within  a 
short  period.    I  do  not  dispute  the  fact ; 
but  my  belief  is,  that  among  the  many 
concurrent  causes  of  our  present  difficol-* 
ties,  none  has  operated  more  fatally  than 
the  prevalence  of  an  unsound  system  of 
credit  combined  with  the  stimolos  given 
to  the  increase  of  the  use  of  machinenr, — 
not  machinery  created   by    capital,  the 
product  of  industry,  or  the  accumnlation 
of  past  succeu  in  trade,  but  machinery 
springing  up  from  advances  on  false  credit 
imprudently  and  improvidently  given  to 
persons  not  entitled  to  it,  who  now  are  in 
the  condition,  stated  by  the  hon.  Member, 
of  being  unable,  when  they  wind  up  their 
concerns,  to  pay  more  than  5f.   in  the 
pound.     I  have  a  statement  here  which 
perhaps  the  House  will  permit  me  to  use 
for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  this  point. 
1  know  well  that  there  is  no  part  of  the 
United   Kingdom  in  which  the  derange- 
ment of  the  monetary  affairs  of  America 
has   produced    such    fatal    effects  as  in 
Sheffield,  and  the  other  commercial  towns 
connected  with  the  hardware  trade.   Not 
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only  has  the  demand  for  the  manufactured 
article  been  suddenly  withdrawn ;  but  the 
debts  due  on  the  account  current  have 
been  repudiated,  and  dependence  on  the 
United  States  either  for  demand  or  for 
payment  is  now  demonstrated  at  Sheffield 
to  be  a  losing  game.  The  House,  per- 
haps, may  do  me  the  honour  to  remember 
that  I  laid  before  it,  at  an  early  period  of 
last  Session,  the  report  of  Mr.  Homer, 
the  inspector  of  factories  in  the  cotton 
districts;  I  am  about  to  present  that 
gentleman's  annual  report,  and  I  will 
read  from  it  Mr.  Horner's  comparative 
view  of  the  mills  out  of  employ  in  1841, 
contrasted  with  those  out  of  employ  in 
1 842,  and  also  of  the  mills  working  short 
timein  1841, contrasted  with  those  working 
short  time  at  the  close  of  1842.  In  the  year 
1841  there  were  out  of  employ  138  mills 
in  Mr.  Horner's  district,  which  compre- 
hends the  greater  portion  of  Lancashire, 
and  a  portion  of  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire.  Those  138  mills  comprised  a 
horse-power  of  3,397,  and  were  calculated 
to  give  employment  to  16,774  persons.  Tn 
the  corresponding  period  of  1842  there 
were  out  of  employ  only  96  mills  with  a 
horse-power  of  2,691,  and  requiring 
12,064  person.  Therefore  in  the  year 
1842,  as  compared  with  1841,  of  those 
mills  in  employ  there  had  been  an  increase 
of42  mills,  of  nearly  1,000  horse-power, 
and  giving  employment  to  not  fewer  than 
4,710  persons.  The  facts  with  regard  to 
short  time  work  were  still  more  extraor- 
dinary.   Towards  the  end  of  the  year 

1841  there  were,  in  the  same  district,  on 
short  time,  139  mills  of  5,801  horse- 
power, and  giving  partial  employment  to 
27,764  persons.    At  the  close  of  the  year 

1842  there  were  in  that  districtonly  61  mills 
on  short  time,  having  2,609  horse-power, 
and  employing  but  partially  11,469  per- 
sons. That  was  to  say  there  were  78 
mills,  with  horse  power  of  3,192,  and 
giving  employment  to  16,295  persons, 
working  full  time  in  1 842,  as  contrasted 
with  the  139  mills  of  the  corresponding 
period  of  1841.  But  this  comparative 
view  is  not  the  whole  of  the  case  to  which 
I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House. 
I  said  that  the  effect  of  fictitious  credit  has 
not  yet  died  away.  It  is  asserted  oo  the 
other  side  that  there  is  a  decline  in  the 
demand  for  our  staple  manufacturing  pro- 
ductions, and  yet  in  the  fkce  of  that 
decline  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  tbs 
number  of  mills  out  of  employment,  and 


of  mills' working  short  time.  I  will  now  state 
a  still  more  remarkable  fact,  namely,  that 
in  the  course  of  the  last  twelve  months, 
in  the  district  to  which  I  am  referring, 
47  new  mills  have  come  into  operation, 
with  a  horse-power  of  1,398,  and  giving 
employment  to  3,524  persons.  The 
general  result  of  these  Tarioos  operatioDS 
is,  that  in  the  year  1842,  as  compared 
with  1841,  there  has  been  a  large  increase 
of  the  power  of  machinery  in  the  cotton 
district,  a  considerable  addition  to  the 
number  of  hands  employed;  and  no  less 
than  47  **new  concerns"  with  fresh 
capital  applied  to  manufacture  have  been 
brought  into  active  operation.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Greenock  abstained  from 
mentioning  the  case  of  Paisley,  I  have 
frequently  admitted  that  there  has  been 
no  exaggeration  in  the  statements  made 
by  the  hon.  Member  with  respect  to  the 
distress  existing  at  Paisley.  That  distress 
has  been  appalling  and  of  long  duration, 
and  never  until  now  have  I  ventured 
to  express  a  hope  that  any  abatement  of 
the  distress  bad  begun  to  be  felt.  I 
think  that  on  the  present  occasion,  I  am 
justified  in  the  reading  to  the  House 
part  of  a  letter  which  I  have  this  day 
receiyed  from  the  Sheriffs  of  the  county 
of  Renfrew,  containing  some  '  informa- 
tion which  is  furnished  by  Mr.  Camp* 
bell,  the  Sheriff  depute  in  Paisley,  who,  I 
am  sore,  the  hon.  Member  for  Greenock 
will  acknowledge  to  be  a  competent  an* 
thority, 

^Employment  continues  to  increase  here, 
but  very  gradually,  and  the  tranquilllw  of  the 
town  continues  undisturbed.  For  ea(»  of  the 
three  weeks  ending  the  7t]i  current  the  num- 
bers upon  our  reli^  list  stood  at  9,678, 8,885, 
and  8,031,  showing  a  decrease  in  each  of  558, 
793,  and  854  persons." 

This  is  satisfactory,  as  showing  that  in 
Paisley  itself  there  Is  a  more  active  de- 
mand for  labour;  but  I  derive  additional 
gratification  from  percehring  the  quarter 
from  which  the  demand  proceeds.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Greenock  talked  cf 
Glasgow ;  now  the  latter  goes  on  to  say, 

^Our  measures  for  procuring  employment 
from  Glasgow  have  donf  good ;  and  I  noder- 
stand  that  all  our  first  class  weavers,  or  neariy 
all,  are  now  engaged." 

I  have  said  on  more  occasions  than  one 
that  the  ease  of  Paisley  appeared  to  me 
almost  desperate;  bat  to-night,  for  the 
first  time,  upoo  gnmnds  on  whieb  I  can 
nlj»  I  have  Ibe  itisfcction  of  ttatint  tliat 
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I  lee  the  glimmeriog  of  hope  of  impro? e- 
menu  even  io  thai  dislrict.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Hahfax,  commenting  on  a 
declaration  said  to  have  been  made  on 
thii  side  of  the  House,  and  using  the  cus- 
tomarv  language  of  Gentlemen  on  the 
opposite  benches,  said  the  time  has  ar- 
rived when  it  is  necessary  to  do  "  some- 
thing." The  vagueness  of  that  *'  some- 
thing" is  roost  perplexing.  We  are  as- 
sured that  this  debate  is  not  intended  to 
be  a  struggle  with  respect  to  the  Corn- 
laws;  that  is  reserved  for  the  motion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton, 
who,  to  give  effect  to  the  consistent  opin- 
ion which  be  has  always  frankly  avowed, 
means  to  propose  the  totnl  and  immediate 
abolition  of  the  protecting  duty.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton  has, 
however,  been  warned  from  the  benches 
immediately  below  him,  that  to  his  mo- 
tion he  must  not  look  for  support  from 
that  quarter.  A  fixed  duty  has  again 
l)ecn  talked  of,  but  the  hon.  Member  for 
Halifax  appears,  1  think,  to  have  united 
the  principle  of  the  sliding-scale  in  a  mys- 
terious manner  with  the  fixed  duty,  for  he 
began  with  a  moderate  fixed  duty,  and 
then  went  on  to  a  small  fixed  duty.  [*'  No, 
no,  reasonable.'*]  I  find  1  was  about  to 
destroy  the  climax.  The  hon.  Member 
began  with  a  *'  moderate"  fixed  duty ;  he 
went  on  to  u  '*  reasonable"  fixed  duty,  and 
slidcd  down  at  last  to  a  ''small*'  fixed 
duty.  [Mr.  C.  JVood:  You  have  not  cor- 
rectly stated  what  I  said.]  I  should  be  sorry 
to  enter  into  a  dispute  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber if  he  disclaims  the  words  I  attributed  to 
him ;  but  really  I  never  felt  more  certain 
of  any  thing  in  my  life  than  that  the  hon. 
Member  declared,  that  for  a  moderate, 
reasonable,  and  small  fixed  duty,  he  was 
prepared  to  vote.  [Mr.  C.  IVood :  "  No, 
no."]  Well,  1  will  not  dispute  the  point. 
It  is  clear,  however,  that  even  with  re- 
spect to  a  moderate,  reasonable,  or  small 
fixed  duty,  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
not  made  up  his  mind.  Even  to  that 
extent  the  leaders  of  the  party  oppo- 
site are  not  prepared  to  pledge  them- 
selves. The  hull.  Member  for  Halifax 
said,  that  the  taritr  passed  last  Session  is 
a  most  inadequate  measure.  That  has 
been  the  laniriiagc  of  several  tMeml)ers  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  and,  in- 
deed, I  think  the  hon.  Member  for  Shef- 
firld  spoke  of  it  as  a  miserable  pirtance  of 
commercial  reform.  I  am  bound  to  sav, 
however,  that  other  Members  on  the  op  • 


potite  benches  have  formed  a  nsore  fcir 
estimate  of  the  real  meriu  of  that  ibm* 
sure,  and  have  done  my  right  boo.  Prkiid 
greater  justice  with  respect  to  it.  Tbtf 
have  said  that  it  is  not  only  a  step  in  ihc 
right  direction,  but  a  larger  aad  important 
one,  and  necessarily  leading  to  great  re- 
sults. 1  may  be  wrong,  but  I  very  macli 
doubt  whether  any  example  can  be  fMnd 
in  the  commercial  history  of  this  or  aoy 
other  country  of  so  great  a  chaogt  beiag 
made  in  an  entire  tariff  in  so  short  a  tiosa. 
By  the  measure  which  some  boo.  Meoban 
attempt  to  depreciate  prohibitory  datiea^ 
with  hardly  a  single  exception,  were  abo- 
lished and  swept  away.  Then  with  re- 
spect to  raw  produce;  the  duties  npoD 
articles  of  raw  produce,  speaking  gane* 
rally,  were  reduced  to  6  per  cant.  The 
duty  on  half  manufactured  articlaa  waa 
reduced  to  a  maximum  of  10  per  cant., 
and  that  on  manufactured  articles  to  a 
maximum  varying  from  15  to  20  per  ceot. 
The  colonial  system  also,  undervaat  a 
material  alteration,  and  foreign  produota 
can  now  be  imported  from  the  colooies  at 
a  duty  varying  from  4  to  7  per  cent^  aad, 
in  addition,  the  export  duties  were  abo- 
lished upon  all  articles ;  even  machinery  it 
now  allowed  to  be  exported  doty  free* 
[l^rd  Ilowkk:  Not  upon  coal.]  I  sea  tbat 
the  coal  duty  is  still  rankling  io  the  aiad 
of  the  noble  Lord.  The  duty  oa  coal  waa 
retained  for  purely  fiscal  reasons,  aod  my 
right  hon.  Friend,  the  Vice-Prtsideut  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  has  demoostratad 
that  the  measure  has  been  attended  with 
complete  success,  as  a  measure  of  fioaoca, 
without  at  all  injuriously  affecting  the 
export  of  coal.  The  debate  in  the  bands 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  natarally 
glides  into  the  favourite  budget  of  1841, 
and  the  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Mealier  for 
Halifax  referred  to  the  timber  dotiet,  aod 
took  up  the  argument  urged  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Taunton  on  a  forasir 
night.  The  right  hon.  Member  for  Tauo- 
ton  attempted  to  establish  somethiag  like 
inconsistency  on  our  part,  with  respect  to 
the  timber  duties,  and,  in  the  distress  of 
his  case,  being  somewhat  pressed  by  tbe 
observations  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dumfries,  he  said,  **  Let  the  late  Govero- 
ment  be  tried  both  by  its  langaaga  aod 
conduct  durins^  the  time  it  held  ofl&ca." 
As  to  lan}:ua(;e,  I  know  not  to  what  the 
rijjht  hon.  Gentleman  particularly  referred, 
except  he  wished  those  hon.  Members  op- 
posite who  call  for  the  total  repeal  of  the 
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Coro-laws  to  leinember  the  declaration  of 
Lord  Melbourne,  that  of  all  the  coocep* 
tions  that  could  enter  into  the  mind  of 
man,  in  hig  opinbn  the  most  mad  was 
that  of  the  total  repeal  of  the  Corn -laws. 
Or  did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  refer  to 
the  amicable  explanation  which  we  are  to 
expect  between  the  noble  Lord,  the  Mem- 
ber for  London,  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stockport,  who  charged  the  noble  Lord 
with  being  a  monopolist  because  he  re- 
fused to  assent  to  the  repeal  of  the  Corn- 
laws?  Upon  this  point,  by-the-bye,  we 
may  infer,  that  both  the  noble  Member 
for  London  and  Lord  Melbourne  steadily 
adhere  to  the  opinions  they  have  expressed, 
that  a  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws  is  a  propo- 
sition which  is  inadmissible,  inasmuch  as 
they  have  within  the  last  six  weeks  ex- 
pressed in  writing  their  disapprobation  of 
the  object  of  the  Anti-Corn-law  League. 
So  much  with  respect  to  language,  but 
now  as  regards  acts.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  a  Member  of  an  admi- 
nistration which  held  power  for  nearly 
eleven  years,  and  instead  of  referring  to 
any  acts  which  could  prove  their  readi- 
neas  to  give  effect  to  the  principles  oi 
free-trade,  he  had  recourse  to  the  thread- 
bare topic  of  the  timber  duties.  He 
attempted  to  establish  the  propositieii, 
that  the  failure  of  a  former  Government's 
measure  relative  to  the  timber  duties,  was 
the  result  of  a  combination  of  Gentlemen 
who  now  sit  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  must  albw  me 
to  recall  to  his  recollection  what  was  the 
proposal  of  Lord  Althorpe  relative  to  the 
timber  duties.  Lord  Althorpe's  first  pro- 
position  with  respect  to  the  timber  duties 
in  1831  was  not  in  favour  of  the  consumer^ 
but  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  larger 
revenue  ;  his  Lordship  proposed  to  aug- 
ment the  duty  on  colonial  timber  from,  I 
think,  10s.  to  20s.  a  load,  and  to  make  a 
small  reduction — namely,  from  668.  to  5(k. 
on  Baltic  timber.  That  proposition  vn- 
derwent  discussion ;  no  division  whatever 
took  place  on  it,  but  the  Government  of 
Earl  Grey  felt  the  proposition  to  be  so 
utterly  untenable,  that  they  voluntarily 
abandoned  it,  and  a  proposition  was  s«b» 
seqoently  brought  forward,  of  a  cha- 
racter  more  resembling  that  which  the 
present  Government  has  introduced.  This 
second  proposition  included  no  increase 
of  duty  on  colonial  timber,  bat  it  pro- 
poaed  no  reduction  of  tl  ty,  and  ia 
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the  measure  which  it  has  been  the  good 
fortune  of  the  present  Government  to 
carry  through  the  House.  With  refer- 
ence to  this  pointy  I  may,  perhapsy  be 
albwed  to  offer  some  explanation  of  what 
fell  from  my  right  hon.  Friend,  the  Vkse?- 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  which 
has  been  misunderstood  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Halifax.  The  hon.  Member  said, 
that  my  right  hon.  Friend  had  declared, 
that  the  effect  of  the  measure  adopted 
by  Parliament  last  Session,  with  re- 
spect to  the  timber  duties,  had  been  to 
increase  the  price  of  the  article  to  the 
consumer.  No  misapprehension  could 
be  more  gross.  At  the  time  we  introduced 
the  measure,  the  importation  of  timber 
was  ruinous  to  the  importer;  the  trade 
was  in  a  declining  condition  and  most 
have  fallen.  The  effect  of  the  measure 
passed  last  Session  has  been  to  restore  m 
profit  to  the  British  shipowner  who  is  the 
importer  of  timber,  and  ao  far  from  the 
measure  having  been  of  no  advantage  to  the 
consumer,  the  price  of  timber  has  fallen 
somewhere  between  Id.  and  id,  a  foot. 
Thus  there  has  been  a  restoration  of 
trade,  and  the  benefit  baa  been  shared 
between  the  importer  and  the  consumer. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Halifax  glanced  at 
the  sugar  duties.  It  is  not  my  wish  to  go 
over  ground  which  has  been  ao  oftca 
trodden  and  to  so  little  purpose,  but  I  pat 
it  to  the  House — oonsideriog  all  that  nas 
occurred  with  respect  to  Portugal  relative 
to  the  slave-trade — the  strong  measores 
adopted  by  the  noUe  Lord,  the  late  Seera* 
tary  for  Foreign  Affiiira,  hostile  aseaearea 
in  time  of  peace,  and  the  present  state  of 
our  negotiations  with  France^if  we  hod 
opened  oar  trade  with  Brasil 
making  some  stipabtioM  on  the  aal 
of  slavery,  what  would  have  been  the 
opinion  of  the  whole  civilised  world  with 
respect  to  the  sincerity  of  our  motives. 
Woald  it  not  be  said  t  whilst  we  pro- 
fessed a  desfae  to  pat  i  rn  the  slave-trade 
we  were  really  actuaii  by  a  desire  to 
promote  oar  own  inter!  ,  and  no  i 
would   have  given  as  «  for  sia      t 
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more  than  equals  the  demand.  I  am  Tery 
unwilling  to  trespass  unnecessarily  on  the 
time  of  the  House,  but,  although  several 
Gentlemen  on  the  opposite  Benches  have 
disclaimed  any  desire  to  enter  on  the 
subject  of  the  present  Cora-law  on  this 
occasion,  I  think  I  should  not  discharge 
my  duty  if  I  did  not  allude  to  that  topic. 
I  heard  with  great  satisfaction  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  county  of 
Durham.  We  are  accustomed  to  hear  all 
sorts  of  crimination  and  recrimination  on 
the  subject  of  free- trade  principles — we 
vainly  dispute  who  are  the  authors  of 
them,  who  sustain  them,  and  who  desert 
them.  I  must  say,  after  all,  that  these 
principles  themselves  are  not  much  con- 
tested in  this  House.  They  are  the  prin- 
ciples of  common  sense  and  I  do  not  think 
that  in  a  deliberative  assembly  the  great 
outline  of  those  principles  can  be  disputed* 
The  time  has  long  gone  by  when  this 
country  can  exist  as  a  purely  agricultural 
country.  We  are  a  commercial  people 
and  while  this  country  remains  as  she  is, 
the  mistress  of  the  seas,  she  must  be  the 
emporium  of  the  commerce  of  the  world. 
I  am  quite  satisGed  that  in  England  agri- 
cultural prosperity  independent  of  com- 
mercial prosperity  cannot  long  exist.  I 
fio  further,  and  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  opposite,  that  with  a  population 
increasing  so  rapidly  as  does  the  popula- 
tion of  this  country — somewhere  about 
220,000  souls  a-year<— it  is  indispensably 
necessary  that  extension  should  be  given 
to  the  field  of  commerce,  and  it  appears 
to  me  that  no  party  is  more  deeply  inter- 
ested in  this  than  the  landed  interest.  The 
tendency  of  population  is  always  to  press 
on  the  means  of  subsistence.  The  in« 
creased  population  must  be  fed.  To 
be  fed,  it  must  be  employed.  It  can 
only  be  employed  by  the  payment 
of  wages.  Wages  can  only  be  paid  out 
of  profits,  and  profits  depend  on  an  effec- 
tive demand  for  the  products  of  labour. 
[An  hon.  Member  on  the  opposition 
Benches :  Tho^e  are  my  principles.]  The 
hon.  Member  says  they  are  his  princi- 
pfcs  ;  they  arc  the  principles  of  every 
man  of  commun  sense.  I  was  not  sorry 
to  hear  the  speech  of  the  iiobic  Lord,  the 
Member  for  l.incolnshire,  who  addressed 
the  House  last  mirht  with  the  sinceriiv 
and  frankness  which  are  characteristic  of 
perfect  intcg;rity  and  high  honour,  and  who 
stated  distinctly  that  whether,  owing  to 
the  diminished  protection  accorded  to  the 


agricultural  interest  last  year,  aocompa- 
nied  by  the  panic  which  the  metsoretlhen 
adopted  created,  or  whether,  owing  to  the 
diminished  export  of  the  products  of  nui- 
nufacturing  industry,  and  the  conseqneot 
distress  and  diminished  demand  for  farm 
produce  in  the  manufacturinr  districts, 
distress  was  not  confined  merely  to  Lan- 
cashire and  Yorkshire,  but  was  approacli* 
ing  the  purlieus  of  agriculture  itself.  The 
noble  Lord  stated,  that  wages  are  begin- 
ning to  fall  in  the  county  of  LincdDy — 
that  there  is  an  abatement  of  the  desire  to 
improve  land  by  draining,  and  that  in 
fact,  permanent  improvements  are  sns- 
pended.  These  are  the  facts  which  were 
frankly  stated  by  a  competent  anthorityt 
and  the  practical  lesson  to  be  drawn  from 
them  is,  that  we  ought  to  exercise  the  nt- 
most  caution  in  our  further  progress  in 
the  course  on  which  we  have  entered. 
Some  hon.  Members  opposite,  I  perceive, 
scorn  and  despise  the  word  caution,  and 
those  who  look  only  to  first  principles  are 
very  apt  to  recommend  hasty  and  sudden 
proceedings,  totally  regardless  of  the  con- 
sequences which  may  flow  from  them. 
Those  persons  may  be  perfectly  honest 
and  upright  in  their  views,  but  neverthe- 
less I  think  we  ought  to  take  the  utmost 
care  in  dealing  with  an  interest  which  has 
been  so  long  protected,  and  to  so  great  an 
extent  as  the  landed  interest,  lest  by  any 
sudden  change  we  involve  the  immense 
population,  connected  with  agriculture,  in 
ruin,  an  event  more  fatal  and  disastrous 
than  the  temporary  evils  which  now  pre- 
vail in  the  manufacturing  districts.  Be- 
lieve me,  that  in  tampering  with  the  landed 
interest,  should  you  make  a  false  step 
by  introducing  any  sudden  change,  and 
thereby  spread  distress  amongst  the  la- 
bouring classes  connected  with  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  soil,  there  would  be  su- 
peradded to  the  distress  in  the  manufac- 
turing districts  a  general  and  overwhelm- 
ing mass  of  misfortune,  poverty  and  want, 
and  the  doom  of  the  country  would  be 
sealed.  I  am  anxious  in  a  matter  of  this 
importance,  that  what  I  wish  to  state 
should  be  accurately  and  precisely  con* 
veycd  to  the  House,  and  therefore  with  its 
permission  I  will  read  a  short  passage 
which  embodies  my  opinions  on  this  point 
more  clearly  than  I  could  hope  to  express 
them  ;  but  first  I  must  say,  that  it  is  con- 
trary to  my  judgment  to  set  up  the  home 
market  as  against  the  foreign;  or  to  say, 
that  manufacturers  should  be  discoumged 
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from  the  fear  that  the  predominance  of  the 
landed  interest  might  be  supplanted.  If 
we  are  to  draw  nice  distinctions  between 
manufactures  and  agriculture,  I  might 
quote  many  high  authorities  to  show  that 
a  preference  should  be  given  to  the  latter. 
Burke,  for  instance,  maintained — •'  that 
on  the  prosperity  of  the  land,  the  pros- 
perity of  the  nation  must  depend,  and  that 
the  improvement  of  the  soil  was  the  peren- 
nial source  of  national  wealth  and  indepen- 
dence/' I  might  quote,  also,  the  opinion 
of  that  most  profound  of  all  philosophers 
of  modern  times  —  I  mean  Dr.  Adam 
Smith.  As  the  passage  to  which  I  refer 
is  not  a  long  one,  perhaps  the  House  will 
allow  me  to  read  it. — 

'*  The  capital  employed  in  agriculture  not 
only  puts  into  motion  a  greater  quantity  of 
productive  labour  than  any  equal  capital  em- 
ployed in  manufactures,  but  that  in  proportion 
to  the  quantity  of  productive  labour  which  it 
employed,  it  added  a  much  greater  value  to 
the  annual  produce  of  the  land  and  labour  of 
the  country,  to  the  real  wealth  and  revenue  of 
its  inhabitants.  Of  all  the  ways,"  he  says,  "  in 
which  a  capital  can  be  employed  it  is  by  far 
the  roost  advantageous  to  society.'* 

I  cannot  be  sure,  so  rapid  is  the  advance 
of  knowledge  in  these  modern  times, 
whether  the  opinions  of  Dr.  Adam  Smith 
may  not  already  be  called  antiquated. 
[Mr.  Wallace :  They  are  antiquated.]  So, 
then^  the  authority  of  Adam  Smith  is  al- 
ready set  at  nought  by  hon.  Members  on 
the  other  side,  and  his  opinions  are  de- 
scribed as  being  antiquated  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Grenock  !  The  authority  I 
am  now  about  to  cite  is,  however,  by  no 
means  antiquated  ;  it  is  new,  and  therefore 
it  will  command  the  respect  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Greenock,  to  a  greater  degree 
than  that  of  Adam  Smith.  The  author  I 
am  about  to  quote  is  a  keen  advocate  for 
the  total  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws,  and  so 
far  from  his  opinions  being  out  of  date, 
the  pamphlet  from  which  I  am  about  to 
read  an  extract  has  been  printed  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  year — in- 
deed within  the  last  fortnight — and  is  ad- 
dressed to  my  right  hon.  Friend  at  the 
head  of  the  Government.  Colonel  Tor- 
rens,  the  author  of  this  pamphlet,  has 
written  the  following  passage,  which  con- 
veys my  opinion  most  succinctly  and 
clearly  : — 

'*  In  years  of  average  abundance  the  united 
kingdom  produces  a  quantity  of  corn  nearly 
sufficient  for  home  consumption.  In  such  years 
the  importation  of  a  large  quantity  of  foreign 


produce  would  displace  a  large  quantity  of  do- 
mestic produce.  What  would  now  become  of 
the  agricultural  labourers,  by  whom  the  dis- 
placed domestic  produce  had  been  raised?  It 
IS  self-evident,  that  the  measure  which  is  ne- 
cessary, in  order  to  reheve  the  town  population 
from  intolerable  pressure  would  throw  masses 
of  the  rural  population  upon  the  parishes  for 
support.  Many  of  the  advocates  of  a  total 
repeal  of  the  Corn-laws  argue  as  if  the  popu- 
lation of  the  manufacturing  districts  consti- 
tuted the  entire  population  of  the  kingdom. 
They  view  this  important  question  on  one  side 
only.  They  state  the  truth,  but  not  the  whole 
truth But  they  close  their  un- 
derstanding against  tlie  equally  indisputable 
facts,  that  the  immediate  effect  of  free-trade 
would  be  to  create  agricultural  distress ;  and 
that  displacing  in  the  home  market  home- 
grown com  by  foreign  corn  would  have,  in  the 
first  instance,  the  same  effect  with  regard  to 
throwing  the  agricultural  population  out  of 
employment,  which  displacing  in  the  foreign 
market  British  goods  by  foreign  goods  would 
have  in  throwing  the  manufacturing  population 
out  of  employment.  They  fail  to  see  that  the 
country  labours  under  complicated  disease,  and 
that  the  remedy  which  might  alleviate  one  set 
of  symptoms  would  aggravate  another.'' 

I  hold  this  to  be  most  accurately  stated 
and  it  proves  the  necessity  of  the  caution 
which  I  wish  to  be  observed  in  dealing 
with  an  interest  of  such  vast  importance 
as  agriculture.  We  dealt  with  the  Com- 
laws  in  a  decisive  manner  last  SessioD. 
Hon.  Members  opposite  have  endeavoured 
to  show  that  the  change  we  made  is  un- 
important, but  I  contend  that  our  measure 
has  not  yet  been  tested.  This,  however, 
we  do  know,  that  so  far  from  the  ports 
remaining  closed  until  the  price  reached 
the  maximum  of  735.,  nearly  1,500,000 
quarters  of  wheat  have  been  admitted 
when  the  price  was  Qbs.  on  paying  a 
duty  of  8s.  The  hon.  Member  for  Halifax 
says  it  is  a  great  disadvantage  of  the  Corn- 
laws  that  under  it  speculators  in  corn  are 
induced  to  hold  back  the  supplies  until 
August  or  September,  and  then  to  flood 
the  market.  Now,  I  am  satisfied  that 
under  no  law  which  could  be  framed, 
would  you  ever  be  able  to  prevent  specu- 
lators from  holding  back  corn  till  the  re- 
sult of  the  native  harvest  should  be  ascer- 
tained. The  circumstance  complained  of 
arises  from  no  defect  in  the  Corn-lawS| 
but  is  the  natural  consequence  of  the  va 
riations  in  the  climates  and  seasons  o^ 
different  countries,  and  of  the  spirit  of 
speculation  which  ever  awaits  on  a  rising 
market.  I  have  already  said,  that  it  ap- 
I  pears  to  me  needless  to  dispute  on  which 
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side  of  the  Hoase  liberal  principles  oF  com-  tending  themselves  on  all  sides,  and  it  may  bt 

roercial  policy  most  prevail.    I  repeat  that  estimated  that  an  addition  of  above  290,000 

the  principles  themselves  are  the  princi-  ^"^^^i^»»I?  ^  annually  made  to  the  population 

^1^  ^r  ^<«!«MAr«  .«».A    .»/i  a r^  <*<.»«..« ii»  of  Ureal  Britain.    Perhaps  it  may,  m  the  end. 

pies  pf  comroon-sense,  and  are  generally  be  found  that  it  was  unwise  to  allow  the  ma! 

admitted  ;   but   1  conceive  it  to  be   the  nufacturing  system  to  gain  so  great  an  ascend- 

graat  duty  of  a  Statesman  to  apply  general  ancy  as  it  has  done  in  this  country,  and  that 

principles  to  particular  circumstances  and  measures  should  have  been  early  adopted  to 

the  particular  circumstances  of  this  country  check  and  moderate  its  growth.^ 
require,  io  my  humble  opinion,  that  an  ob-       Those  are  Mr.  M'Culloch's  opinioDS ; 

ject  of  great  difficulty,  but  one  capable  of  now  in  what  follows  I  cordiaUy  concur. 
atUiiomeot,  should  be  aimed  at,  namely,       ,,  .  .  ..... 

that  there  should  be  the  greatest  possible  J^!;  P/*^*^°V  ^r^"^!*  H!"^^^  ""l^  T- 

g    .,...        .         r      .u  *     f  D  •.•  u  can  be  thought  of.    Whether  for  good  or  for 

facilities  given  for   the  export  of  BriCish  ^vil,  we  are  now  too  far  advanced  to  think  of 

commodities  to  foreign  markets  consistent  retreating.    But  if  we  be  right  in  the  previous 

with  the  least  possible  derangement  of  na-  statements,  it  will  appear  that  the  beaelldal 

tive  industry.     I  perceive,  T  think,   that  iofluence  of  maouiactures  depends  in  a  great 

tbs  bon.  Member  for  Manchester  assents  degree  on  their  being  subordinate,  in  point  of 

to  what  I  say.     [Mr.  M.  Oibson :   No.]  J*^^°^»  ^^  agriculture  and  other  more  suble 

Then  the  hon.  Member  would  proceed,  .l^t'/Tolf 'a         ^^"^  r'  much  resson  to  fear 

t ,        t  A    J  ^°a^  tnc'i^  influence  is  of  a  decidedly  less  sain- 

racklMS  of  ooneequencei,  to  derange  every  t,    description  when  they  conMitute  the  put. 

thiDg.     I  tell  the  hon.  Member  that  in  ray  mount  interest." 
jadement  no  more  fatal  error  could  be       „«  .     .>  ■   . 

committed  as  regardi  the  real  interest!  of       ^"«  <'P'"'»'?»  ••""•^  '"«''"»  "•  *»»»>- 

the  great  community  which  he  represenU  "T  e«*»  ""Hon,  and  not  to  procMd  in 

than  a  sadden  derangement  of  the  home  *'"*  '?H  manner  which  hon.  QenUemen 

market.      I  have  cited   the  opinion  of  oppo"'e   recommend.    I,    for    one.    am 

Colonel  Torrens.  but  I  have  one  authority  ^'"''y  "^  «P!"'°°  ^^^  "J  .«««*  "<•  •"4- 

more  which  I  think  hon.  Members  oppo-  ^^P  '^*""'ee  '«>  t*'e  domestic  economy  of 

site  will  not  be  inclined  to  dispute.     Itis  ""*  """'jy  cannotl*  consistent  with  the 

the  authority  of  the  great  apostle  of  free-  |f  "«">nent  prosperity  and  happiness  of 

trade-the  Coryphaus  of  modern  philoso-  Z^  Pf  P'^-  **y  '«*«"  ^  the  point  eannot 

phers-a  gentleman  who  enjoys  a  Euro-  \.^^^%  conveyed   than    in  a  couplet 

pean  reputation  and  has  lately  been  ad-  Yu       '     r  T^""!"^^  '*'"•  ?"**«'•  '""» 

rnitUd  a  member  of  the  French  Institute.  ^^^  P^"  "^  ^'y^''"' 

Will  the  House  permit  me,  just  to  read  "  The  tampering  world  is  subject  to  this  cuise, 
what   Mr.  M'Culloch  says,  on  the  very      They  physic  their  disease  into  a  worse." 
point  to  which  I  am  referring,  in  the  last       The  right  hon.   Member  for  Tannton 

edition  of  his  work  on  political  economy,  told  us,  that  when  a  ship  was  io  daager, 

[Mr.  M.  Oibum :  Take  the  first  edition.]  there  could  be  no  objection  to  a  chaoca 

Antiquated  notion  I     No,  you  shall  have  passenger    taking    the  helm.     But,  the 

Mr.  M'Cullocb's  new  light  as  it  shines  right  bon.  Gentleman  forgot  thai  it  is  ne> 

forth  in  his  last  work,  which  being  mo-  cessary  previously  to  dispossess  the  pilot 

dera  philosophy,  is  that  you  like  the  best,  of  the  rudder.    My  right  hon.  Priend  at 

"  A  population  dependent,  in  so  great  a  de-  the  head  of  the  Government  aays,  that  he 

gree  as  that  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  wages  of  is  not  prepared  to  abandon  the  helia.    He 

manufacturing  labour,  is  especially  liable  to  ad^jt,  the  danger— he  sees  the  loarioe 

be  senously  influenced,  a^d  to  ha»e  us  inter,  clouds  on  every  side,  but  be  U  prepared 

ests  deeply  compromised,  not  merely  by  the  ^.      ,..     .       jiT        ^     i  •  ^    "T^t 

occurrence  of  scarcilies    and  pecuniary   de-  !^f ^»'y  ^P,  ^d^«[«  ^^^  ^^^  course,  and  he 

rangemenls  at   home,  but  also  by  whatever  «^»»  conhdent,  that  by  so  doing,  be  wUl 

may  affect  the  sale  of  its  products  in  those  fo-  bring  the   ship  into  safety.     The  chance 

reign  countries  to  which  they  are  largely  ex-  passenger   wishes   to   possess  himself   of 

ported.    It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  a  large  the  helm,  but  let  him  first  frankly  avow 

population  so  situated  is  in  a  very  perilous  his   purpose.     Let   him  tell   us  by   wbal 

position.    And  yet,  criUcal  as  is  the  present  ^^^^^  y^^  ^m  ^^^^      ^^     do  not  the  risht 

condition  of  society  from   the  vast  increase  oi  l«>«   n^  .i««  ^    .1  *         i.    i.     -n 

manufacturing  labourers,  it  would  really  seem  ^        ^^"'^^"*^"  ^\*^^  a  step  which  will  ren- 

as  if  we  had  done  little  more  than  enter  on  this  ^^^  apparent  whether  this  their  own  House 

■ew  and  hazardous  career.    At  present,  not-  ^'    Commons — chosen    under   their   own 

withstanding  the  vicissitudes  and  revulsions  auspices,  is  prepared  to  revoke  the  dcciaioo 

Chat  occasionally  recur,  manufuctures  are  cxp  IO  which  it  caiae  fiAaeo  py^***^  apt,  9mA 
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to  ny  tbit  my  right  bra.  Friend  ii  no 
loDger  wonhy  of  iu  confideneti  ind  thkt 
they  ire  the  niniiten  to  be  Irnated  ?  Th«t 
woald  be  an  intelligibl*  propositioD,  and 
a  perfectly  PejrIIamenltry  contie.  But,  if 
yon  vil)  not  avow  tbu  pvrpoie,  let  me 
cBireat  yoa  not  to  nrge  (be  uoption  of  a 
motion  whieb,  I  hope  I  may  eay  it  widioat 
ofieoce,  ii  a  ■tralcs  of  yonr  own  pidicy, 
wbich  was  remarkable  for  iti  Feadineu  to 
disturb  e*ery  thing,  and  fot  iti  irapotency 
to  Mttle  or  establish  any  thing.  If  tbe 
House  bas  no  confidence  in  tbe  Qfinra- 
ment,  let  it  pronounce  that  opinion.  Bat 
I  believe  tbe  House  and  tbe  conotry  are 
disposed  to  take  into  considentira  tbe 
dtficultiea  and  embarraisroeola  wbieb  we 
have  bad  to  enoonnter  since  we  have  been 
in  ofllce,  and  tbey  will  give  vs  credit  for 
what  we  have  done,  in  circnmatiDcea  so 
difficnlt  and  to  dangerous.  It  must  be 
admitted  that  the  distreises  of  the  country 
would  have  been  much  aggravated  if  the 
price  of  the  necessaries  of  life  had  not 
decreased.  I  do  not  claim  for  the  Oovem- 
ment  credit  for  the  full  extent  of  the  re* 
dnction:  1  believe  that  the  bounty  of 
Providence,  exhibited  in  an  abnndant 
harvest,  after  four  deficient  ones,  has 
done  more  than  all  the  skill  of  man  could 
ever  have  e£^ted,  I  roust,  however,  say, 
that  tbe  abolition  of  prohibitory  datlea  on 
provisions  and  ariiolee  of  the  6rsl  neces- 
sitv,  though  it  may  not  immediately  have 
redueed  prices,  yet  has  indirectly  impoeed 
a  salutary  check  on  tbe  rise  of  prices  te 
an  extent  which  might  have  been  most 
prejudicial  to  the  consumer.  In  China 
we  have  brought  a  war  which  I  thongbl 
jnfortnnate  in  its  commencement  and 
dangarons  if  protracted,  to  an  honourable 
close.  In  India  we  have  retrieved  great 
disasters.  In  Canada  we  have  conflrmed 
the  noion,  and  have  given  contentment  to 
the  two  provinces,  and  we  have  established 
a  Govemnent  which  eojoya  the  conAdenoe 
of  a  united  people.  With  the  United 
Slates  of  America  we  have  made  a  treaty 
which  has  far  advanced  the  settleeaent  of 
difierencea  which  had  endangnred  tbe 
peace  of  two  great  communities  in  whoee 
continued  amity  are  involved  tbe  beet  in- 
tereatB  of  civilization  and  mankind.  In 
Fiance  we  have  succeadtd  in  aootbingtbe 
acerbity  of  feeling  wbich  tbe  sudden  mi^ 
tura  of  friendly  relations  with  that  eoan- 
try  bad  unhappily  ocoasiooed.  And  upon 
tbe  whole  1  (eel  perfectly  confident  ttiMt 
uIms  we  bava  rariMtwl  the  •pioioK  9t 


h  I  ■■ 

avhh 


will  be 


this  HoMse  by  wae  tet  of  « 

not  ooBsoious,  this  doobtAit  sm 

is  unworthy  of  the  i 

of  him  who  brought  it  I 

marked  with  tbe  diaapprobation  of  the 

House  by  a  decisive  ana  ooBai^nig  ■»• 

jority. 

Mr.  WaOiea  said,  Ihtt  tba  right  baa. 
Oentlenwn  who  had  Jitat  eat  down  bad, 
doubtless,  from  fab  !>«■(  nianMbmood, 
ffliarepiesented  his  words.  He  had  db* 
tinctlV  sUted,  that  if  the  OoverBiml 
wotthi^ve  him  an  assnnncn  Aal  iImj 
would  institute  an  inqntry,  be  wovhl  «w* 
against  tbe  melioB  of  the  noUe  hart. 
As  thay  bad  given  hla  no  andi  uannnoa 
be  should  certainly  vote  fot  it. 

Debate  adjoomed. 

House  adiooned  at  ten  mnntea  to 
twelve  o'eloek. 
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SiriAKtvo  IS  OF  Piifta.]  IatA 
CampbtU  laid  a  bHl  on  Uw  Triile  of  tba 
Honae,  tbe  ofaject  «f  which  waa,  that  tlif 
time  for  swearing  in  Peers  as  Heoibert  <at 
tbe  House  shooU  be  extended.  Re  did 
not  expect  that  any  oppootioo  would  btt 
given  to'tbe  bill,  tbovgn  it  went  to  altar  «B 
a  paitieolar  potpt  the  pneaedhigs  of  that 
House.  At  mnaeut  Peers  who  were  tp  Iff 
sworn  in  Must  take  tba  9atba  belbte  fb«r 
o^doek.  The  eauaequancv  was,  that  if  aa 
argDDent  pa  an  appeal  eaae  wangdng  oa 
when  a  Peer  eanw  np  tq  be  sworn,  eonnad 
was  interraptad — his  addrey,  aod  tba  Iwd 
prooeedings  of  the  Hooee,  wara  tanninalad 
for  dn  day.  Ho  ptopoaad  diat  In  ^ai* 
Iha  oalba  might  be  tsAnn  at  aqf  tfaao 
between  bIoq  o'clofik  in  tba  amaiaf  and 
fin  ododc  la  Ae  aftamoop.  Haduaot 
iatand  that  the  bill  iboald  refcr  Ip  iha 
other  House  of-ParliamaBt,  bfcVMB  tba 
leaian  vhieh  tndMcd  Uai  ta  intiM  W  M 
,  with  nKudtethaHoBM«(IrfKdi^MMd:f( 
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thftt  their  Lordships  were  sittiog  in  the  ArFGHAVisTAX.]  The  Muqoeti  of 
day  time  as  a  Court  of  Judicature,  did  not  LoMsdtncme  wished  to  koow  whether  the 
apply  to  the  other  House.  noble  Doke  opposite  intended  to  soboilt 

Bill  read  a  first  time.  bis  motion  relative  to  the  mihtarj  opera* 

tions  in  Afghanistan,  on  Monday  next,  in 

Th£  Right  of  Seaech.]  Lord  the  same  terms  in  whicb  he  had  originally 
Brougham  said,  he  was  aozioas  to  state  given  notice  of  it  for  to^ay.  if,  how- 
what  the  fact  really  was  with  respect  to  ever,  the  noble  Duke  intended  to  vary  the 
the  American  negotiations  upon  the  Right  terms  of  tbe  motioo,  he  was  sure  the 
of  Search,  because  the  matter  still  ap-  nobie  Duke  would  see  the  necessity  of 
peared  to  be  misunderstood  on  the  other    giving  notice  of  it. 

side  of  the  Channel  Those  who  at  first  The  Duke  of  WeUimgion  said,  the  ■m>- 
argued  that  France  ought  to  resist  all  tion  would  not  be  precisely  in  the  terms  of 
right  of  search,  because  America  would  the  notice  as  it  stood  on  the  paper.  He 
not  endure  it,  now  said  that  England  re-  would  endeavour  to  lay  a  copy  of  the  bk>- 
fused  to  ratify  the  American  treaty  because  tion  before  the  House  to-morrow. 
America  made  an  alteration  in  it,  by  The  Marquess  of  Lamsdowme  said,  the 
which  America  was  exempted  from  its  course  proposed  to  be  taken  by  the  noUe 
operation.  Now,  the  only  alteration  made  Duke  was  perfectly  satisfactory.  It  was 
in  the  treaty  was  one  which  exempted  the  important  that  their  Lordships  should 
American  coast  from  the  right  of  search,  have  an  opportunity  of  considering  the 
in  the  same  way  that  the  coast  of  Eng-  precise  terms  of  the  motion  before  it  was 
land,  Scotland,   and    Ireland    were  ex-    brought  forward. 

empted,  observing,  because  no  slave-trad-  Tbe  Duke  of  Wellmgion  repeated,  that 
iog  existed  there ;  but  American  vessels  he  would,  if  possible,  give  notiee  of  the 
were  to  be  searched,  and  America  herself  precise  terms  of  the  motion  to-morrow, 
proposed  that  they  should  be  searched  in  !  The  Marquess  of  Lamsdowme  said,  that 
Africa,  the  West  Indies,  and  every  where  as  this  was  the  first  day  on  which  tbe 
except  the  fewdegrees  of  the^coast  of  North  '  House  had  met  since  the  papers  relative 
America.  Nothing,  therefore,  could  be  to  the  operations  in  Affghanistan  had 
more  preposterous  than  the  allegation  now  been  presented,  it  might  be  convenient  to 
made  as  to  the  reason  why  England  refused  take  that  opportunity  of  calling  the  atten- 
to  ratify  the  treaty.  Whilst  upon  the  sub-  tion  of  the  noble  Duke  to  what  appeared 
ject,  he  would  take  that  opportunity  of  to  be  either  an  omission  or  an  accidlent,  in 
stating  that  he  was  wrong  in  saying,  on  a  consequence  of  which  two  or  three  mate- 
previous  evening,  that  the  American  Senate  rial  documents  had  not  been  produced, 
joined  in  the  preliminary  proceedings  on  The  information  contained  in  the  papers 
which  the  American  proposition  of  the  was  certainly  most  ample,  but  if  any  of 
right  of  search  was  founded.  It  was,  ■  their  Lordships  had  already  had  time  to 
however,  only  by  accident  that  the  Senate  look  at  the  volume,  they  would  perceive 
did  not  join  in  those  proceedings ;  but ;  that  two  or  three  documents  were  referred 
the  proposition  was  founded  upon  a  vote,  ;  to,  which  were  not  included  amongst  the 
an  almost  unanimous  vote  of  tlie  House  papers.  Oneof  these  documents  was  obvi- 
of  Representatives,  the  representatives  of  ;  ously  most  important.  In  May,  1842,  very 
the  American  people.  He  was  sorry  to  I  peremptory  directions  were  issued  by  the 
find  that  in  consequence  of  a  mistransla-  j  Governor-general  to  General  Pollock,  de- 
tion  of  what  had  fallen  from  him,  he  had  *  siring  the  latter  immediately  to  commence 
given  some  offence  in  France.  He  had  a  retreat.  It  appeared  that  General  Pol- 
been  represented  to  have  said,  that  not  lock  did  not  obey  these  directions;  and  in 
above  a  million  of  people  in  France  were  the  papers  before  the  House  reference  is 
the  friends  of  the  slave-trade;  what  he  made  to  a  letter  written  by  General  Pol- 
really  did  say  was,  that  not  one  person  in  lock,  and  dated  the  13ih  of  May,  as  ex- 
a  million  in  France  was  friendly  to  that  plaining  the  grounds  on  which  he  acted, 
execrable  traffic.  '  He  bad  looked  carefully  through  the  pa- 

The  Lord  Chancellor:    It  must  he  a  '  pers  for  that  letter  of  the  13th of  May,  but 

mistranslation,    because    it    makes    you    it  was  not  to  be  found.     That  letter  could 

speak  nonsense.  •  not  fail  to  be  of  importance  in  considering 

Lord  Brougham:  It  is  perfectly  uoin-  i  the  subject.     Again,  at  a  subsequent  pe» 

telligible  as  giren.  |  riod,  reference  wu  made  to  a  letter  which 


■«»*>»  ^1*  »^^*i»»mm 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Thursday,  February  16, 1842. 

Mnmrat.]     Biua     PnUife— iMWr- !*•  OorhmiIi  !■• 
quots. 

S*-  Tndnported  Cooirielii 

PrhmU^l'   LancMter  and  PmiOB  JvabOok  RaOinBri 
Cambrtan  Iron  and  SpdiK  CompBiy  t  LoykM 
CoBpnyt  Litthiop 


Parmoirft  Pammnni    By  lAd : 

•  Total  lUpMl  or  tilt  CoBfrlMn.— By  Ifr.  A.  8.  CMi^ 
fkom  RotfawdU  and  by  aa  hob  McBBlMr*  ftom  OoiUiHd, 
ftirtfaa  RcpaaldraoBUHhorT  WIlLMi,  t,7l$m  m^ 
klM  to  the  UaloB  or  tte  Saai  of  8t  A«|li  Md : 
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might  or  might  not  be  of  importance,  but 
which  certainly  might  be  expected  to  be 
produced,  namely,  a  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Clarke,  the  political  agent,  dated  the  5ib 
of  May,  and  with  respect  to  which  the 
Governor-general  himself  makes  the  ob- 
servation, that  on  perusing  the  letter  it 
appeared  to  him  that  Mr.  Clarke  was  in 
possession  of  the  views  of  General  Pollock. 
That  letter  also  was  not  to  be  found 
amongst  the  papers.  Here  were  two  let- 
ters which  were  directly  referred  to  which 
were  not  produced ;  but,  beyond  that,  it 
appeared  that  very  peremptory  orders  were 
issued  to  General  Nott  directing  him  to 
evacuate  Candahar,  and  General  Nott 
took  upon  himself  not  to  execute  those 
orders.  It  would,  indeed,  be  extraordi- 
nary if  General  Nott  took  on  himself  to 
depart  from  the  instructions  he  received, 
without  stating  to  the  Governor-general 
the  grounds  on  which  he  acted,  and  yet  in 
the  papers  presented  to  the  House  there 
was  no  communication  from  General  Nott 
to  the  Governor-general  in  any  degree 
explanatory  of  this  point.  He  had  felt  it 
his  duty  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity, 
after  perceiving  the  absence  of  the  docu- 
ments he  had  referred  to,  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  noble  Duke  to  the  subject, 
and  to  ask  whether  those  documents  ex. 
isted  in  the  public  offices,  and,  if  ao, 
whether  there  would  be  any  objectioD  to 
produce  them  to  complete  the  chain  of 
evidence  ? 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  was  understood 
to  say,  that  he  would  make  inquiry  on  the 
subject,  and  give  an  answer  to-morrow. 

The  Marquess  of  Clanricarde  hoped 
the  noble  Duke  would  have  no  objection 
to  lay  before  the  House  copies  of  the  fa- 
mous proclamations.  He  was  not  going 
to  argue  whether  they  were  connected 
with  the  subject  or  not,  but  as  he  believed 
they  had  been  presented  to  the  House  bf 
Commons,  and  were,  besides,  papers  so 
notorious,  he  thought  their  Lordships 
ought  to  be  in  possession  of  them. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

Their  Lordships  adjourned. 


Truck  Shops.]  Dr.  Bcwring  wmn^, 
that  witb  the  permission  of  the  House,  he 
would  pot  a  question  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Knaresborougb.  He  understood  that 
hon.  Members  had  written  to  an  indivi- 
dual in  Glamorganshire,  urging  him  to 
get  up  two  petitions  against  the  troek 
sjstem,  and  nrgiiu^  him  to  obtain  inforoMi- 
tion  whether  a  Member  of  the  House  of 
Commons  was  not,  at  present,  sharing  in 
the  profits  of  the  truck  shop,  in  connection 
with  some  iron  works  in  tbat  oountT.  Ha 
understood  that  he  was  the  Member  !»• 
ferred  to,  and  he  was,  therefore,  desiiona 
of  asking  the  hon.  Member  for  Knarea- 
borough  whether  the  accounts  tbat  had 
reached  him  were  true  ? 

Mr.  Ferramd  said,  that  a  few  days  ago, 
he  had  received  a  letter  from  a  sentleman 
residing  near  the  iron  works  alluded  to, 
who  suted  that  the  truck  system  wia 
carried  on  there  in  the  same  cmd  and 
oppressive  way  as  last  year,  and  inquived 
whether  he  had  not  a  right  to  make  the 
matter  a  subject  of  a  petition  to  Parlia- 
ment. He  said,  tbat  Dr.  Bowring,  a 
Member  of  the  Honse  of  Common^  was 
one  of  those  who  were  piofitine  1^  tbo 
system.  He  (Mr.  Ferrand)  iMd  written 
in  reply  to  the  Oentieman  in  question,, 
that  he  would  hatn  a  perfect  r^t  to  pe- 
tition PterUament  on  the  aubjeet,  if  he. 
could  show  that  a  Member  wae  ^fittag 
by  a  track  shop. 

Dr.  Bowrwg  said,  the  hon.  Meoiber. 
had  been  quite  misinfonned.  The  pef*- 
ments  at  the  works  in  question  weie  ell- 
made  in  the  shape  of  checks  on  a  banker. 
There  waa  fbrmetly  a  ahop connected  with, 
the  works,  and  he  beUeved  the  ahop  had 
been  a  great  blennng  to  the  people  eoH 
ptoyed ;  hot  inmedittelf  he  beoune  con- 
nected with  theeafcaMMment,  he  difeetad' 
that  the  ahop  ahoaU  be  done  awev  vhfa, 
that  the  law  might  not  he  ereded  eilhar 
directly  or  indirectly. 
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OeDtleman  had  referred  to  tbe  fiMtory 
report  of  Mr.  Horner  for  1842,  and  had 
Stated,  that  during  tbe  year,  forty-nine 
new  milk  bad  been  bailt  and  brought  into 
operation  in  that  gentleman's  district. 
What  he  wanted  was  ao  eiplanation  of 
tbe  term  ''  new  mills.''  Did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  mean  to  say  that  forty-nine 
new  mills  had  been  added  to  those  pre- 
viously existing. 

Sir  James  Qraham  said,  although  the 
bon.  Gentleman  had  given  him  no  notice 
of  the  question,  he  was  prepared  to  answer 
\U  He  bad  used  the  precise  expression 
contained  in  Mr.  Horner's  report,  which 
referred  to  mills  that  had  been  out  of  em- 
ploy, or  working  short  time. 

Mr.  Miiner  Gibson  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  explanation.  It  was  sometimes 
necessary  that  an  explanation  should  be 
explained.  Was  he  to  understand  under 
the  expression  ''  new  mills"  new  construc- 
tions, or  was  he  merely  to  understand 
ooDcerns  that  had  changed  hands  ?  If  a 
man  told  his  mill,  and  a  new  tenant  came 
into  possession,  was  that  mill  a  new  mill? 

Sir  James  Graham  certainly  thought 
that  a  new  mill  generally  meant  a  new 
construction,  but  the  expression  as  used 
by  Mr.  Horner,  appeared  to  include  mills 
that  bad  formerly  been  out  of  employ- 
ment. 

Mr.  Miiner  Gibson  :  If  in  consequence 
of  a  bankruptcy  a  mill  were  sold,  and 
passed  into  the  hands  of  a  new  person, 
would  the  right  hon.  Baronet  call  that  new 
parson  a  new  mill  ? 

Sir  James  Graham  :  I  can  answer  this 
question  with  greater  ease  than  any  of  the 
preceding  ones.  1  should  certamly  not 
call  a  person  entering  on  a  new  concern  a 
new  mill. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Wood  begged  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  whether  the  report  of 
Mr.  Horner  would  be  laid  before  the 
House  before  the  close  of  the  present 
debate,  on  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord 
tbe  Member  for  Sunderland  ? 

Sir  James  Graham  had  hoped  the  debate 
would  have  closed  this  evening ;  but  if  it 
was  to  be  continued  in  the  spirit  in  which 
it  had  hitherto  proceeded,  it  might  be  car- 
ried over  to  the  end  of  next  week.  In 
that  case,  he  could  promise  the  House 
they  should  be  in  possession  of  Mr.  Hor- 
ner s  report  before  the  close  of  the  debate. 

British  and  French  Fishf.rif.h.] 
Captain  Pechell  rose  to  put  the  question 


of  which  be  bad  given  notice.  He  was 
desirous  of  obtaining  from  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  opposite  some  informatioD  as  to 
the  proceedings  of  tbe  oommisnons  ap* 
pointed   under  tbe  late  conventioii  for 


regulating  tbe  fisheries  of  tbe 
Great  Britain  and  Franee. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  trusted  that  the  boa. 
and  gallant  Member  would  not  hold  bioi 
responsible  for  all  tbe  dekya  that  bad 
taken  place  in  these  matters.  When  Ihero 
were  two  parties  to  a  negotiation^  a  seule* 
ment  could  not  uke  place  without  Iht 
consent  of  both.  He  had  before  given 
tbe  bon.  and  gallant  Officer  all  tbe  infor« 
mation  he  possessed  at  the  time*  He  bad 
now  every  reason  to  hope  that  tbe  Ssberiee 
regulations  were  adjusted,  as  lar  as  tbe 
commissions  were  concerned,  and  that  the 
draft  of  the  treaty  was  in  that  state  thai 
it  would  shortly  be  submitted  for  tbe  ap- 
probation of  the  Governments,  and,  of 
course,  he  had  a  confident  hope  that  these 
regulations  would  very  shortly  be  sab* 
mitted  for  approval  to  tbe  two  Govern- 
ments. When  they  had  been  approved  of 
it  was  highly  probable  that  an  act  of  Par- 
liament would  be  necessary.  On  that 
point  he  reserved  himself  for  the  present; 
but  if  an  act  of  Parliament  should  not  be 
necessary, the  regulations  themselves  woeld 
be  laid  before  the  House  with  tbe  least 
possible  delay. 

Canadian  Corn.]  Mr.  Labomkere 
wished  to  put  a  question  to  tbe  noUe  Lord 
tbe  Secretary  for  tbe  Colonies— HiaflMlj, 

whether  it  were  the  intention  ofber  Majesty's 
Government,  to  propose  to  tbe  Hooss  to 
alter  the  duty  now  levied  on  com  imported 
from  Canada  into  this  country^  dnring 
the  present  Session  of  Parliament  f  Under 
ordinary  circumstances  be  should  not 
think  himself  justified  in  potting  that 
question,  nor  would  he  require  tbe  noUe 
Lord  to  give  any  answer  to  it ;  bet,  as  the 
noble  Lord  must  be  aware  that  the  des- 
patch  which  had  been  sent  out  to  the 
Legislature  of  Canada,  and  the  acts  of 
that  Legislature  founded  upon  that  des* 
patch,  had  raised  expectations  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  her  Majesty's  Government 
to  make  some  speedy  alterations  in  this 
matter,  a  state  of  suspense  was  created  in 
the  Canadian  trade,  which  produced  con- 
siderable diflliculties  and  embarassments. 
The  noble  I^rd,  he  perceived,  smiled  at 
the  statement,  but  he  could  assure  the 
noble  Lord  that  he  was  not  making  the 
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statement  lightly,  or  without  the  best  in- 
formation in  support  of  what  he  said. 

Lord  Stanley  could  assure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  the  smile  to  which 
he  had  adverted  was  caused,  not  by 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  stated, 
but  by  the  length  into  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  thought  it  necessary  to 
enter  in  putting  a  question  on  this  subject. 
He  was  ready  to  give  the  answer  required. 
The  only  reason  why  he  had  abstained 
from  entering  into  any  detail  on  this  sub- 
ject on  a  former  occasion  was,  because  he 
conceived  the  papers  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  furnished  the  best  answer. 
But  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  asked  for 
a  distinct  statement  of  the  intentions  and 
views  of  her  Majesty's  Government  on 
the  subject,  perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gen. 
tleman  would  allow  him  to  answer  the 
question  at  as  much  length  as  that  at 
which  the  question  had  been  put.  He 
might  remind  the  House,  that  as  the  law 
now  stood,  the  produce  of  the  United 
States  was  exported  into  Canada  free  of 
duty,  and  there  converted  into  flour,  and 
that  it  had  been  imported  for  many  years 
into  this  country  as  colonial  produce,  and 
at  colonial  duties.  The  effect  of  that  was, 
that  this  American  or  foreign  corn  was 
imported  in  its  most  convenient  form, 
namely,  that  of  flour,  at  a  maximum  duty 
of  58, J  and  a  minimum  of  6d.  In  course 
of  the  discussion  last  year,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Limerick,  had 
urged  her  Majesty's  Government  to  do 
that  which  had  been  urged  repeatedly 
upon  tliem  by  the  colonial  Government — 
namely,  to  admit  colonial  wheat  and  flour 
into  this  country  at  a  nominal  duty,  or 
without  duty  at  all.  He  had  then  an- 
swered the  hon.  Gentleman  precisely  in 
the  same  spirit  and  on  the  same  grounds 
as  those  on  which  the  Government  had 
written  to  the  Governor-general  of  Ca- 
nada in  the  commencement  of  March. 
That  answer  was  to  this  effect.  Inasmuch 
as  a  great  proportion  of  the  corn  intro- 
duced into  this  country  as  Canadian 
produce,  would  only  have  passed  through 
Canada,  and  would,  in  fact,  not  be 
Canadian  but  American  produce,  her 
Majesty's  Government  saw  some  dif- 
6culty  in  the  proposed  plan.  He  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  despatch 
which  he,  in  concurrence  with  his  Col- 
leagues, had  sent  out  to  the  Governor- 
general  of  Canada,  bore  upon  it  that  fair, 
natural,,  and  legitimate  inference  which 


the  Legislature  of  Canada  had  put  upoo 
it — namely,  that  if  an  equivalent  duty 
was  put  on  the  importation  of  corn  from 
America  to  Canada,  every  disposition 
would  be  shown  to  allow  bon/ijide  Cana- 
dian corn  to  be  imported  into  England  at 
a  nominal  duty.  The  Legislature  of  Ca- 
nada, acting  upon  that,  had  passed  an 
act  imposing  such  a  duty  ;  he  had  receiv- 
ed a  despatch  conveying  that  information 
in  the  month  of  December  last  from  the 
Governor-general,  with  an  intimation  that 
the  next  mail  would  bring  out  the  full  in- 
formation which  the  Governor-general 
was  anxious  her  Majesty's  Government 
should  have  upon  the  subject.  The  next 
mail  arrived  in  January,  and  brought  po 
such  information  ;  upon  which  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  impress  upon  the  Governor- 
general  the  necessity  of  furnishing  the 
Government  with  the  necessary  informa- 
tion of  the  course  adopted  either  by  the 
Colonial  Legislature  or  the  executive 
council.  At  the  same  time  he  had  thought 
it  his  duty  to  call  the  Governor-generars 
attention  to  a  particular  clause  in  the  act 
relative  to  flour  or  grain  imported  for  the 
use  of  the  fisheries,  which  be  thought  cal- 
culated to  facilitate  fraud.  He  trusted  he 
should  soon  be  in  possession  of  all  the 
information  he  required.  Upon  that  in* 
formation  being  received,  and  upon  the 
Government  being  8atis6ed  that  sufficient 
protection  was  afforded  against  fraud  and 
collusion,  would  depend  the  course  her 
Majesty's  Gk)vernment  would  adopt*  With 
respect  to  the  Colonial  Legislature,  be  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  in  (Mtssing 
that  act,  they  had  put  the  construction 
upon  the  despatch  of  the  2d  of  March 
which  it  was  intended  by  the  Government 
they  should  put  upon  it. 

Shipwrecks.]  Mr.  G.  Palmer  moved 
for  a  select  committee,  to  inquire  into  the 
shipwreck  of  British  vessels,  and  the 
means  of  preserving  the  lives  and  property 
of  shipwrecked  persons.  He  made  the 
motion  with  the  concurrence  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  her  Hajeaty's 
Government. 

Mr.  T.  Buncombe  begged  to  ask  if  any 
inquiry  bad  been  instituted  into  the  oir« 
cnmstances  attending  the  loss  of  the  two 
transport  ships,  AlMrcrooibie  Robinson 
and  Waterloo,  in  Table  Bay,  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  during  the  last  year.  One 
of  these  waa  a  convict  ship,  tna  whole  of 
the  crew  of  whicb^  as  well  as  the  soldi 
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tod  con? icU,  bad  been  lost.  He  under- 
stood it  had  been  condemned  as  un6t  to 
go  to  sea,  and  too  old  for  the  timber  trade ; 
yet  parties  bad  been  fooDd  to  enter  into  a 
contract  for  the  conveyance  of  convicts  to 
Van  Dieman*s  land  in  that  ship. 

Captain  Gordon  believed  that  certain 
inquiries  bad  been  made  regarding  the 
melancholy  occurrence  to  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  referred.  The  convict  ship 
alluded  to  stood  on  Lloyd's  list  in  the  6 rst 
class.  On  the  occasion  in  question,  both 
ships  had  driven  from  their  anchors,  and 
been  blown  on  shore  in  a  heavy  gale  of 
wind.  One  ship  went  to  pieces  in  a  very 
short  time,  while  the  other  certainly  held 
together  for  a  considerably  longer  time. 
One  went  on  shore  at  the  top  of  high 
water,  the  other  at  low  water ;  one  end  on, 
the  other  broadside  on.  These  were  very 
important  points  of  difference;  and  though 
both  ships  had  been  equally  sea-worthy, 
one  of  them  would  have  gone  to  pieces 
much  sooner  than  the  other.  Since  that 
time  a  new  system  of  surveying  had  been 
originated  by  the  Admiralty  for  all  ships 
to  be  taken  up  as  transport  or  convict 
ships,  by  which  the  whole  of  the  inner 
part  of  the  ship's  framework  would  be  laid 
open,  and  the  surveyor  would  be  enabled, 
if  necessary,  to  remove  the  whole  of  the 
planking. 

Captain  Pechell  suggested  the  propriety 
of  admitting  evidence  before  the  hon. 
Member's  committee,  as  to  the  necessity 
of  forming  breakwaters  in  the  various 
harbours  on  the  coast,  for  which  a  variety 
of  plans  had  been  suggested,  and  as  to  the 
best  species  of  breakwater. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Right  or  Search.]     Mr.  Hardy  rose 

to  move  for 

**  A  copy  of  any  complaints  made  by  the 
French  Goverornent  to  the  Government  of  this 
country  relating  to  the  detention  or  search  of 
any  French  vessels  on  suspicion  of  being  con- 
cerned in  carrying  on  the  slave*trade.*' 

He  said  that  he  had  heard  with  great 
pleasure  the  paragraph  in  the  Royal 
Speech  which  alluded  to  the  concert  of 
the  European  Powers  in  the  suppression 
of  the  slave-trade,  but  that  pleasure  was 
much  qualified  by  speeches  of  a  different 
description  which  were  made  elsewhere. 
The  noble  Lord  opposite  had  stated  on  a 
former  evening,  that  very  few  complaints 
of  inconvenience  resulting  from  the  exer- 
cise of  the  right  of  visit  had  been  made 


previous  to  hb  leaving  office,  and  it  was 
very  desirable  that  the  public  shovld 
know  the  whole  amount  of  thoae  oon- 
plainu.  He  did  not  think  the  Anglopho- 
bia, if  he  mig^t  so  term  it,  exhibited  in  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  French  press,  worthy 
of  notice.  But  when  he  saw  the  Legiilo« 
tive  Chamber  of  that  great  country,  with 
the  honourable  exceptions  of  MM.Ciuiioc, 
de  Lamartine,  de  Gasparin,  and  Marshal 
Soult,  avow  their  belief  that  this  coootry 
sought  some  advantage  in  entering  inio 
the  convention  for  the  soppreasioo  of  the 
slave-trade^  and  that  they  had  expiated 
that  belief  by  a  paragraph  in  the  addrcM 
he  thought  it  time  that  some  light  should 
be  thrown  on  the  real  operation  of  the 
convention.  His  motion  was  for  sach 
papers  as  would  show  whether  the  French 
nation  had  or  had  not  any  right  to  com- 
plain, or  whether  any  inconvenience  had 
really  arisen  from  the  exercise  of  the  right 
of  visit.  When  he  remembered  the  cor- 
diality with  which  the  treaty  had  beeo 
entered  into  by  the  two  countries,  he  coo- 
cluded  that  some  great  iocooveoienoe 
must  have  arisen  to  make  one  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  now  wish  to  destroy  it. 
He  thought  that  any  little  inconveoieoce 
that  might  have  arisen  was  amply  com- 
pensated by  the  destruction  of  the  slave- 
trade.  He  would  read  a  short  passage 
from  the  only  Protestant  paper  in  Paris, 
to  show  that  even  in  that  country  there 
was  some  right  feeling  as  to  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave-trade.  It  was  in  the  fol- 
lowmg  terms : — 

'*  One  word  to  our  fellow-conntrynien.  We 
are  numerous,  brave,  rich,  and  powerful,  hat  we 
most  acknowledge  that  Kogland  has  over  us  a 
great  advantage.  It  is  not  in  the  treasures  of 
her  industry,  which  to-morrow  may  be  dissi- 
pated— it  is  not  her  inexpugnable  positioo  on 
the  waves,  for  to-morrow  an  internal  explosion 
may  put  an  end  to  her  greatness — it  is  not  ber 
wooden  walls,  of  which  she  is  so  proud,  for  in 
a  few  hours,  without  the  aid  of  our  canon,  the 
wiods  of  heaven  might  disperse  them  in  all  di- 
rections ;  but  it  is  Id  that  real  and  living  power 
which  consists,  and  is  to  be  found  in  the  hum- 
ble prayer  which  is  everyday  lifted  up  for  her 
to  the  throne  of  God  by  those  on  whom  she 
has  conferred  the  blessing  of  liberty." 

The  hon.  Member  concluded  by  moving 
that  the  papers  be  laid  on  the  Table. 

Sir  R.  Peel  hoped  his  hon.  Friend 
would  uot  press  for  the  production  of 
these  papers ;  if  he  did,  he  was  sure  it 
would  not  be  consistent  with  his  public 
duly  to  vote   for  the  motion.     The  ma* 
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jority  of  the  complaints  to  which  the 
motion  related  he  believed  had  not  yei 
been  finally  decided,  and  he  thought 
the  House  would  be  of  opinion  that  it 
would  serve  no  good  purpose  to  laT  the 
complaints  on  the  Table  of  (he  House 
before  a  decision  should  have  been  come  to. 
When  they  should  have  been  finally  unt- 
iled, it  would  then  be  rig;ht  for  his  hon. 
Friend  to  call  on  the  Government  to 
produce  the  decisions  and  the  grounds  '^p 
which  they  had  been  made,  but  till  th.it 
time  it  could  serve  no  purpoieof  public 
advantage  to  lay  them  before  Parliamen:. 
To  take  notice  of  what  might  have  betn 
»id  by  individual  members  of  the  Frencii 
ehambeis,  or  published  in  a  French  news- 
paper, would  not  conduce  to  that  which 
he  believed  to  be  Ihe  universal  wish  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  the  mainlenance  of 
a  good  understanding  with  France.  The 
motion  which  stood  for  that  night  was  for 
the  coniideration  of  a  paragraph  in  the 
speech  of  her  gracious  Majesty  relative  to 
the  public  distress,  and  it  was  better  thai 
the  time  of  the  House  should  be  occupied 
with  the  speech  of  our  own  sovereign  ihan 
with  the  amendment  lo  the  address  in 
the  French  chambers. 

Viscount  Palmarston  admitted  the  force 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  reasoning;  but 
if  he  understood  the  object  of  the  motion, 
it  was  to  show  that  there  had  been  very 
few  cases  of  complaint,  and  none  on 
strong  grounds.  He  would  jnit  throw 
oot,  for  the  consideration  of  the  right  hou. 
Baronet,  whether  ihe  motion  might  not  be 
roodiGed  into  a  return  of  the  number  of 
complaints  up  lo  a  certain  date.  Whethei 
that  won  Id  answer  the  purpose  he  could 
not  tell,  but,  as  far  as  his  recollection 
served  him,  at  the  time  he  left  office  there 
bad  not  been  any  complaints — be  was  sure 
there  could  have  been  very  few.  He  did 
not  recollect  auy  complaints  specifically 
arising  out  of  the  conventions  of  1831  anil 
1633.  The  hon.  Member  might  mon' 
for  the  number  of  complaints  which  had 
been  made  up  to  the  end  of  1841.  A 
retom  of  that  sort  would,  he  apprehended, 
have  the  effect  rather  of  altogether  re- 
moving, than  of  increasing  Ihe  irriution 
that  existed. 

Sir  R.  Peel  wished  tbtt  the  House 
would  consent  to  leave  the  matter  in  ilie 
hands  of  the  Government.  He  was  per- 
fectly ready  to  admit  that  the  complaints 
had  been  very  few  indeed ;  in  two  caws  u 
dectaioD  had  been   given,  bat  in  three 
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others  none  was  yet  come  to.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  rest  latiafied  with  k 
public  declaration  from  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown  rather  than  insist  on  calling  fbc 
returns.  He  was  sure  the  advice  he  was 
giving  was  good  advice ;  and  be  gave  it 
because  he  sincerely  believed  the  adoption 
of  it  would  tend  to  promote  the  great 
objects  which  the  House  and  the  conntry 
had  in  view. 
Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

DlffTBESe  op  TR  B  CoirirTRT — AlUOITBiriS 
DBfiATB-^FounBDi.r)}.  TheOiderof 
the  Day  for  tlw  adjovrned  debate  having 
been  read, 

Mr.  Boiihmck  said,  becaoae  on  the 
one  hand  he  would  not  refuse  his  support 
to  any  party  in  this  Honae  who  moved  so 
much  as  one  step  towards  the  amelioration 
of  the  condition  of  the  people,  and  hecinn 
on  the  other  he  would  be  equally  cautioaa 
to  artrid  any  mere  appearance  vbicli,  how- 
ever, it  mi^t  secure  popuhuitT.muBtloKve 
the  evil  worse  than  unhealed— be  had  ren- 
tuied  even  at  that  lata  sfaige  of  the  debate 
to  aik  pennisMon  to  explain  the  vote  be 
would  feel  it  hia  duty  to  give.  He  had 
listened  vritb  unmixed  ettentioo  to  every 
sentence  uttered  on  both  sidefl  of  the  Home 
on  this  Important  question,  and  he  ofaoerv- 
ed  that  whatever  might  he  the  opinioni  of 
succesaire  apeakers— and  they  were  H 
various  as  their  complexions,  as  to  the 
causes  of  the  distress,  as  to  the  distress  iu 
self,  theirieigiMd  the  most  melancbdy ma* 
nimity.  The  sdmiasion  of  tha  Ministen 
increMod  the  psin.  The  noUe  Lwd 
who  commenced  the  debate,  had  divided 
his  speech  into  two  pro^ontioiis  —  &rst. 


ropn>meitu 
existedi  an 


that  great  distress  existed,  and  secoDdlr, 
that  the  Legislature  might  find  a  remeay 
for  that  distress.  If  the  noUe  Lord  had 
intended  to  propose  any  measure  fiir 
the  relief  of  the  distress,  and  moved  fcr 
a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  I* 
aider  to  enable  him  to  pnqiooe  it,  sardy 
he  ought  to  have  given  the  House  sons 
hint  as  to  the  nature  of  the  nMusure  ha 
intended  to  propose.  I(  however,  he  had 
no  measure  to  propoae,  tbeu  the  motioo  of 
the  noble  Lord  was  tantamount  to  aiktog 
that  Hoase  to  transfer  thmr  oonfidmea 
firom  these  who  now  coodaeted  thk  Go- 
TannaaDt  totheaohlaLord  asdhisfiiaiidi, 
and  loddng  badi  to  tlw  eraBU  of  tha  bat 
tea  yeara  during  ^lit^  de  noUa  Iioid'a 
MaMa  had  held  the  reina  of  powar,  ha  ea^ 

tainlr  was  not  napared  to  gii"  '•■ ^ 

caafiaence.  If  war  want  oo  n 
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after  change,  alteration   after  alteratioD, 
thev  would  lose  one  of  the  first  elements 
of  prosperity, — namely,  stability,  and  the 
evil  that  might  result   would  react  on  the 
promoters  of  the  change  themselves.     The 
noble  Lord  and  his  Colleagues  had  been 
eleven  years  in  office*     During  the  latter 
part  of  that   term,  the  seeds  of  distress 
were    beginning  to    develop    themselves, 
and   still  the  late  Government  left  office 
without  having  proposed  any  remedy  or  any 
prevention.     The  noble  Lord  who  had  in- 
troduced the  motion  had  made  a  speech, 
one  part  of  which  contradicted  the  other. 
He  began   by  indicating  his  entire  ap- 
proval of  the  principles  of  free-trade,  and 
by  stating  that  the  time  was  come  when 
those  principles  could  be  no  longer  denied. 
Now,  one  would  conclude  from  that  state. 
ment  that  the  noble  Lord  was  about  to 
propose  the  removal  of  all  restrictions  on 
commerce ;    but,  when  he  came  to   that 
portion  which  might  l)e  denominated  the 
real  and  practical  part  of  his  speech,  it  ap- 
peared that  his  object  was  to  apply  in  a 
restricted  sense  the  principles  of  free-trade. 
Nor  were  the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
who   supported   the  noble  Lord,  by  any 
means  unanimous    as  to   the   extent   to 
which  they  desired  the  application  of  those 
principles  ;  .for,  whilst  some  would  go  a 
certain  length,  others  were  anxious  to  go 
further  ;  and  some  who  were  most  desi- 
rous for  the  application  of  the  principles 
of  free-trade  to  agricultural  interests  were 
not  so  anxious  for  their  application  to  com- 
merce.   He,  for  one,  emphatically  and  dis- 
tinctly refused  to  give  his  confidence  to  the 
noble  Lord  und  the  Cientlemen  at  the  op- 
]K)8ite  side  of  the  House  who  supported  him 
by  voting  for  the  motion,  and  he  did  so  for 
the  same  reasons  whidi  induced  him  to 
support  her   Majesty's   Government   last 
year.     He  then  supported  the  Adminis- 
tration  in  the  measures  which  it   iotro- 
duce<l,  not  because  he  thought  they  were 
the   best   measures  which  could  be   pro- 
posed, but  because  he  thought  they  were 
the  best  measures,  indeed  the  only  measures 
which  had  been  suggested.     He  vote<l  for 
the  change  in  the  Corn-laws,  not  because 
he  thought  that  no  better  measure  could 
be  introduced,  but  because  it  was  the  only 
practical  measure  submitted  to  the  llou;te, — 
because  it  was  thu  best  measure  which  was 
pro|N><<ed.     With  regani  to  the  distress  of 
the  country,  he  did  n(»t  believe  that  either 
tilt*   agricultural    or  commercial    interest 
(»wed  its  present  |M)sition   to  caus(>.s  rou- 
uected    with    legislation ,     but    to    other 


causes,  which  it  would  be  necewary  to  re- 
move, in  order  permaneotly  to  ameliorale 
the  condition  of  the  people.    Amongn  all 
the  complaints  which  they  had  heard  of 
distress  during  the  debate,  very  little  liad 
been  said  of  the  distress  of  the  agricultonl 
interest,  but  that  distress  was  deserring  of 
the  most  earnest  attention.  And  as  a  proof 
of  the  condition  in  which  the  agriculturists 
of  the  country   were,  he  would  meotioo 
the  case  of  a  fiurmer  who  with  the  rare 
advantages  of  abundant  capital,  jnioed  to 
the  most  consummate  skill  held  800  acres 
in  Berkshire  and  Oxfordshire,  and  whose 
farm  produced,  every  year,  an  average  of 
400  quarters  of  wheat     This  gentleniaii. 
on  account  of  his  large  means,  can  sell  when 
the  market  is  at  its  best.     Now  loc^ung  at 
the  prices  of  wheat  for  this  year  to  tlie 
market  at  Reading,  whidi  was  the  town 
at  which  he  sold  his   produce,  as  com- 
pared   with   the   last    year,  previous  to 
the  operation  of  the  change  in  the  Corn- 
laws,    that   farmer   would    experience    a 
loss  of  no  less  than  four  hundred  guineas 
on    his   400   quarters   of   wheat,    if   be 
sold  them  now,  though  the  wheat  was  of 
the    same    quality,   in  fact  was   identi- 
cally the  same  growth  (for  he  had  held 
it    back)    as    that    of   last    year.      He 
was  also  an  extensive  cultivator  of  barley, 
and  such  was  the  depreciation  of  the  price 
of  that  article,  that  if  he  sold  his  barley 
at  the  present  prices,  his  loss  on  the  years 
produce  would  be  300/.,  making  a  loss  in 
one  year,  as  compared  with  the  last  year, 
of  700L  on  wheat  and  barley  alone.    Hb 
stock  was  depreciated  in  proportion,  so 
that  if  he  were  to  sell  it  now,  be  would 
lose  1,500/.  upon  it.   He  employed  1,000/. 
upon  every  100  acres.     That  he  admitted 
was  high  farming ;  but  he  had  chosen  it 
on  that  very  account,  and  upon   his  in- 
dustry and  capital  together,  he  declared 
it  impossible  to  make  7  J  per  cent.    That 
was  one  instance  of  the  depression  whidi 
the  agricultural  interest  suficred  in  oum« 
mon  with  the  other  interests  of  the  coun- 
try;   but   the    agricultural    interest  did 
n<»t  make  such  complaints  as  others,  al- 
though  it  suffered  so  much.    The  agri- 
cultural interest  had  ahvavs  been  charac- 
terisefl  by  a  desire   to  support  Govern* 
ment.     That  interest  had   supported  the 
Government   last   year    in   the   measures 
which  were  bnmght  fbrwurd,  although  it 
did  so  at  a  very  great  sacrifice  ;  but  they 
wrre   willing    to    buiir,    in  common    with 
others,  any  iMirthen  that  was  neorssary  for 
the  maintenance  of  tlie  general  prosperity. 
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What  he  would  ask  in  reference  to  this 
subject  was  the  conclusion  to  which  one 
would   come   from    reading   the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Anti-Corn-Iaw  League?     Not 
that  the  League  spoke  the  language  of  the 
people  \  but  that  it  was  the  language  of 
agitators  who  stimulated   the  people   by 
false  representations.     The  hon.  Member 
for  Bolton  said  in  his  poetry,  that  it  was  in 
consequence  of  what  he  called  the  bread- 
tax  that  famine  walked  from  hut  to  hut ; 
but  he  (Mr.  Borthwick)  would  say,  that 
such  was  not  the  fact  ;  it  was  n(»t  true, 
that   what  was  called  the  bread -tax  was 
the  cause  of  the  distress  which  pre\'ailed. 
If,   however,   the    case    were    otherwise, 
and  that  a  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws  could 
produce  an  effect  on  that  distress,  then  the 
question  would  rem.iin  for  them  to  consider 
what  would  be  the  duration,  not  to  speak 
of  the  extent^  of  the  distress  which  would 
follow  to  the  «igricultura]  interest.     He  did 
not  speak  of  farmers  and  labourers,  and 
landlords  alone,  in   alluding    to  the  dis- 
tress which  might  be  produced  by  listening 
to  the  doctrines  of  Gentlemen  who  were 
pleased  to  dream  that  they  had  recently 
discovered   what    were   the   principles   of 
free-trade  ;  but  he  alluded  to  the  distress 
that  would  be  likely  to  affect  every  in- 
terest in  the  country.     The  principle  of 
buying  in  the  cheapest  and  selling  in  the 
dearest  market  was  put  forward  as  if  it 
had  been  a  new  or  a  recent  discovery  3  why 
it  was  just  as  important  a  discovery  as  that 
two  and   two  make  four;   a  proposition 
which  had  been  so  gravely  announced  to 
the    House    by    the    hon.    and    learned 
Member  for   Bolton  5   that  was  another 
discovery.  But  those  principles  of  exchange 
were  not  of  new  invention,  for  they  had 
regulated  exchanges  since  the  most  ancient 
time  ;  they  had  regulated  exchanges  from 
the  first  exchange,  if  ever  such  took  place, 
of  a  rose  for  a  lily  between  Adam  and  Eve, 
down   to  the   last  exchange  of  Sheffield 
cutlery  for  American  corn.  In  fact,  buying 
in  the  cheapest  and  selling  in  the  dearest 
market  was  like  two  and  two  make  four — 
a   mere  truism.     The  principle  was  not 
disputed,  and  there  was  no  danger  that  the 
Government  would   ever  think   that  two 
and  two  make  three — the  danger  was  lest 
at  the  other  side  a  mistake  might  be  made, 
not  with  respect  to  the  number,  but  to  the 
things  numbered,  that  they  should  mistake 
two  and  two  illogical  arguments  for  four 
sound  reasons^  or  two  and  two  fools  for 
four  statesmen.     Every  one  would  admit 
that  if  one  could  get  dotb  of  one  descrifK* 


tion  for  a  guinea,  and  cloth  of  apparently 
the  same  description  fur  a  shilling,  the  cloth 
for   the  shilling  would   be  nominally  the 
cheapest,  but  if  it  were  made  of  what  the 
hon.  Member  for  Knaresborough  had  de- 
scribed to  the  House  as  devil's  dust,  and 
was  useless,  it  would  not  be  the  cheapest 
article.     In  buying  in  the  cheapest  market 
they  ought  always  to  consider  the  locality, 
for,  supposing  tliat  the  tariff  in  the  country 
which  seemed  to  afford  the  cheapest  market 
was  such  as  made  it  impossible  to  pay  for 
our  purchases  in  any  export  but  gold,  and 
such  a  thing  might  be,  then  we  should  buy 
in  nominally  the  cheapest  market,  but  in 
reality   at  a    disadvantage,    and    in  the 
dearest  market.     The  proximate  cause  of 
the  distress  of  our  manufacturers  was  their 
want  of  markets,  and  that  was  the  result 
of  our  own  diplomatic  system,  which  had 
closed  several  important  markets  against  our 
manufactures.    It  was  our  own  industrious 
impolicy  which  shut  them  against  us,  and 
measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  reopen  those 
markets.  And  what  remedy  was  proposed  ? 
Would   the    repeal  of  the  Corn-laws,  as 
suggested  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  af- 
fonl  a  remedy  }   It  would  not ;  and  even  if 
it  would,  even  if  they  were  right,  it  would 
be  more  dangerous  to  grant  it  than  to  refuse 
it.     He  said  so,  because  it  was  demanded 
by  an  almost  illegal  body.     It  was  sought 
to  be  obtained  by  threats,  and  they  were 
told   that  next  winter  would  not  pass  off 
like  the  last,  but  that  men  who  had  now 
arms  in  their  mouths  would  then  hare  tbem 
in  their  hands.    Even  if  this  demand  were 
founded  in  justice,  the  most  dangerous  and 
fatal  thing  a  government  could  do  would 
be  to  grant  it  without  first  putting  down 
the  association  which  used  such  threats. 
He  had  no  faith  in  the  philosophy  of  hon. 
Gentlemen    opposite,    philosophy  which, 
much  *a8  they  boasted  of  it,  never  foresaw 
the  evil.     It  was  loud  in  its  boasts  of  en- 
lightenment and  the  march  of  intellect— 
but  the  march  of  the  people's  distresses  ever 
overtook  its  tardy  pace.     They  had  par- 
tially brought  their  philosophy  to  bear,  and 
yet  after  ten  years  of  reform  legislation, 
this  country,  with  all  the  mighty  elements 
of  prosperity  which  were  slumbering  within 
her,  her  unbounded  wealth  —  her  indo* 
mitable  enterprise,    her    matchless  skill, 
was  in  a  state  of  unexampled  depression 
and  severe  distress.     Wise  and  patriotic 
men  ^<  of  whom  one  section  conducted  Ad- 
ministration, and  another  held  the  consti- 
tutional and  scarcely  less  important  func- 
tions of  unfactious  Opposition  both«-»aye, 
2A2 
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both  alike  stood  \t  pause  tn  cootenplate  the  [  coold  have  the  effect  of  throwing  t  atioggei 

sitanJ    picture^      Under  .  or  better  li 


fearful,  the  unoatanJ  picture^  Under  .  or  better  light  upon  the  SQhject.  It 
these  drcu Distance^  what  coold  he,  and  }  acknowledged  oo  all  hands  that  the  dis- 
thofie  wh«>  like  him,  owed  aDegiaiice  to  I  tress  of  the  coonirj  at  the  present  tise 
neither  partT — nor  to  anr  section  or  sub- ;  was  greater  than  had  e^er  been  known  at 
difisioo  within  either  of  them — do  ?  Why  !  any  former  period.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
what  bat  urge  upon  them — both  to  coosi-  j  rooet  the  Secretary  of  Sute  for  the  Home 
ner  well  by  what  practical  measures  theyj  Defiartment  acknoviledged.  oo  the  pfe- 
coold  command  his  Tote,  and  not  by  idle !  tious  erening,  that  the  condition  of  the 
theory  and  Tague  speculation,  to  trifle  with  ]  people  at  this  moment  was  worse  than  it 
so  graTe— so  awful  a  question?  The  n.v  .  ^^^s  in  the  vear  1837,  when  the  ezporU  of 
ble  Viscount  who  brought  forward  this  the  coaotrT  were  diminished  by  not  less 
motioo.  said  he  supposed  he  should  be ,  than  15j}06,000/.  The  causes  of  the  dis- 
met  with  the  cuckoo  cry  of  *  theory."  Well,  ires*,  he  beliered,  were  not  tery  dear;  and 
for  hbo«n  part,  he  liked  the  note  of  the  '  ^e  fancied  that  rerr  few  Gentlemen  woald 
cuckoo,  which  at  least  promised  summer, ;  be  able  to  agree  a^  to  what  those  causes 
hr  better  than  he  did  the  strange  chirping  ,  ^^^e.  The  remedies  he  believed  to  be 
of  the  rare  birds  on  the  opposite  benchers,  ^^  „^„  obscure  than  the  causes ;  and  If 
from  the  noble  Lord  s  cootralto  piping  .  they  were  to  continue  to  speak  for  a  fort- 
against  restriction  to  the  lowest  tones  of  j  ^^^y^^  ^^  ^  „^^^l,^  y^^  believed  it  would  not 
those  muttered  of  forthcoming  eril  and  re-  j  y^  ^^le  for  them  to  come  to  a  satisfac- 
volution.  There  was  nothing  cert^n. '  tory  conclusion.  The  right  hon.  Baiooet 
nothing  prai^ical  to  be  extracted  from  ^^e  Home  Secretary  had  poazled  him.  on 
the  strange  discordant  song  of  hon.  Gen-  ,  ^y^^  -^^^  ^^^^^      a  great  deal  more 

tlemeu  oppoate.  Their  theories  were  at  ^y^^Jy^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^fore  been  pualed  in 
vanance  with  all  experience,  and  really,  |  ^^^  ,j^^  ^.^^  ^y^^  y^^^  BarineTwid. 
when  great  countries  like  this  were  suffer-  ^y^^^  ,^^j  ^^^^-^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^ 
ing  under  a  depr««ion  of  industry,  the  ,  ^^^^  ^^  ^^     .^^  ^^^^^  ^y^^^  ^y^^  ^^^^, 

most  absurd  remedy  in  the  world  was  to  ,  ,     .       .i    ^        •  j  u  j      .  i.  i 

,  f  '.^     ^       1    r     .L   ^ dunne  that  penod  had  not  been  so  erent 

ask  for  a  committee  merely  for  the  purpose  ,         ^^  '^  .  i.        .    .u     * 

of  getting  up  field  days  and  inakiig  long  I  "    ^^^^^^^^age   "^^'{^^^^^  J^f^ 

spe^hes.^  .\  remedy  might  be  foSnd  if.^°  -\^»>VT  -^^"^^rirliL 
wVowild  open  the  market,  of  the  world  for  ■  ^^'^  ^«  (^'^  ^'  Napier)  wished  that  the 
our  produ^,  but  not  by  the  introduction  !  "S^^  ^O"'  ^[^«^-  instead  of  con6iiiing 
of  the  produce  of  other  ^untries  to  super-  j  *^«  ^^^'^^  /^  ^^^  •"l;?™1i  ^^  extended  it 
sede  tllat  of  our  cnvn.     It  was  not  by  the  j  ^  l^e  whole  year.    The  House  woold  then 

destruction  of  the  agriculture  of  this  !  *>r\^"  """?  ^^^'^^ '^"^  ^'^  ""***"^'*** 
country— it  was  not  by  the  destruction  of,  whether  what  he  stated  was  correct  or  not. 

its  noble  peasantry  that  they  would  relieve  (  ^"«  ^^^^'  ^\  *"/  '^**f\'°®  "i^f.  *'^"\??: 
our  distresses.     But  for  agriculture  ihis  .  '^net  profed— that  if  the  morUlity  in  1842 


agnciii 
country  would  not  have  risen  to  its  preH*nt 
eminence  ;  and  but  for  protection  its  api- 
culture would  not  have  flourished.    So  long 
as  this  country  had  to  raise  50,00f),fKX)/. 


were  less,  whilst  the  distress  was  greater, 
the  necessary  conclusion  must  be,  that 
the  more  a  people  were  starved  the  longer 

_  they  lived.    The  right  hon.  Baronet  stated 

of  taxes  a  yea'r,  so  long  an  English  acre  «*»at  manv  mills  that  had  not  previoosly 
of  land  would  not.  so  far  as  national  com-  heen  working,  were  set  to  work  in  the 
petition  went,  be  equal  to  an  acre  of  land  y^«r  1842.  But,  even  if  that  were  cor- 
in  France  or  Poland,  protection  to  agri- 
culture was  eAS«*ntial  to  the  pre-eminence 
of  Kngland  and  to  the  preservation  of  its 
glory,  whether  that  f(lory  resided  in  agri- 
culture, in  commerce,  or  in  that  extended 
empire  by  means  of  which  we  had  for  so 
many  successive  generations  cxercis4'd  the 
most  unbounde<l  influence  over  the  welfare 
and  destinies  of  mankind. 

Sir  Charles  Napier  feared,  that  after  a 

debate  of  four  nights  it  would  not  he  in 

his  power  to  add  much  to  what  had  bt^en 

ady   said,  or   to  offer   anything  that 


rcct,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  dis- 
covered another  extraordinary  fact,  that 
the  more  the  people  were  employed,  the 
more  distress  existed  in  the  country.  The 
only  glimmering  of  hope  that  he  could 
produce  was  a  letter  from  the  sheriff  of 
Paisley,  which  stated  that  there  was  a 
prospect  of  amelioration  in  the  condition 
of  the  people ;  and  the  report  of  Mr. 
Horner.  But  it  was  a  pity  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  did  not  refer  to  the  reports 
from  other  districts  of  the  country.  [Sir 
J.  Graham  :  I  was  speaking  of  the  cotton 
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districts.]  Does  Mr.  Horner  represent  tlie 
whole  of  them  ? — [Sir  /.  Graham  ;  Yes.] 
Oh,  then,  I  am  wrong.  Well,  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  went  on  to  say,  that  all  pro- 
hibitory duties  had  been  repealed.  Now, 
this  was  not  the  case.  It  was  well  known 
that  we  were  at  the  present  moment  en- 
deavouring to  make  a  commercial  treaty 
with  Portugal.  He,  when  in  that  country, 
took  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  inquire 
what  was  the  state  of  our  relations  with 
Portugal  and  he  found  that  the  general  im- 
pression of  the  Portuguese  was,  that  Eng- 
land did  not  treat  them  kindly,  or  even 
fairly;  but  that  she  was  trying  to  drive  a 
hard  bargain  with  them.  In  1837,  the 
Septembrists,  or  revolutionary  govern* 
raent,  came  into  power,  and  they  put 
forward  a  new  tariff,  extremely  inimical  to 
this  country.  They  admitted  that  the 
customs  had  not  gained  by  it,  and  that 
their  trade  had  diminished.  It  was  really 
painful  to  see  the  reduced  state  of  the 
commerce  of  that  country.  The  high 
duties  in  Portugal  had  driven  away  aU 
most  the  whole  of  the  Spanish  trade  to 
Gibraltar,  converting  it  into  a  contraband 
trade,  to  the  great  injury  of  Portugal,  The 
position  of  the  landed  interest  of  Por- 
tugal was  as  bad,  if  not  worse,  than  that 
of  this  country.  And  what  was  the 
cause  ?  They  complained  of  the  high  du- 
ties imposed  by  England  upon  the  wines 
of  Portugal.  Upon  some  of  their  most 
excellent  wines  a  duty  of  no  less  than  700 
per  cent,  was  imposed  on  its  importation 
into  this  country.  The  duty  on  port  wine 
was  35/.  per  pipe — a  wine  which  in  Por- 
tugal was  drunk  at  the  table  as  familiarly 
as  we,  in  England,  drank  small  beer — 
being  no  less  (as  he  had  already  said)  than 
700  per  cent. ;  while,  on  other  wines,  the 
duty  was  equal  to  350  per  cent.  With 
these  duties  existing,  was  it  fair  or  just  to 
blame  the  Portuguese  government  for  not 
making  a  treaty  with  us  ?  We  complained 
that  they  imposed  a  duty  of  100  and  150 
per  cent,  upon  our  manufactures,  while 
they,  on  their  side,  complained  that  we 
put  a  duty  of  700  per  cent,  upon  their 
wine.  This  was  a  subject  well  deserving 
the  attention  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. It  appeared  to  him  extremely 
hard  that  the  British  public — persons 
having  small  properties  of  200/.  or  900/, 
a  year— should  not  be  able  to  put  upon 
their  table  a  glass  of  wine  to  entertain 
their  friends  with.  It  was  perfectly  abo- 
minable.   At  present  a  person  of  limited 


income  was  obliged  to  drench  his  stomach 
and  that  of  his  friends  with  currant  and 
gooseberry  wine,  which  added  nothing  to 
the  Treasury,  instead  of  drinking  whole- 
some port,  which  he  might  easily  do  if  the 
trade  with  Portugal  were  thrown  open^  If - 
England  would  meet  Portugal  half-way, 
he  was  sure  that  that  country  would  be  but 
too  happy  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  us, 
and  effect  a  free  exchange  of  good  wine  for 
English  manufactures.  Another  article  of 
commerce  with  Portugal  which  required 
attention  was  Bsh,  and  the  *  next  was 
oranges.  There  was  no  less  a  duty  than  75 
per  cent,  upon  oranges.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Shrewsbury  (Mr.  D'Israeli),  had  thrown 
the  blame  of  our  not  having  effected  a 
treaty  with  Portugal  upon  the  negotiators. 
He  (Sir  C.  Napier)  rather  suspected  the 
hon.  Member  was  fishing  for  an  ambas- 
sadorship. But  surely  the  fault  did  not 
altogether  lie  with  Lord  Howard  de  Wal- 
den.  The  Duke  of  Palmella,  it  was  said, 
had  some  interest  in  Portuguese  manufac- 
tures. If  so,  he  was  afraid  that  would  in 
some  degree  retard  the  concluding  of  a 
treaty  between  the  two  countries.  With 
respect  to  the  shipping  interest,  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  there  had  been  an 
extensive  hitroduction  of  steam  vessels ;  it 
was,  therefore,  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
a  great  part  of  our  ships  were  laid  ap« 
Still  he  hoped,  that  the  shipping  interest 
was  not  in  so  bad  a  state  as  had  been  re- 
presented ;  but  he  felt  satisfied,  that  if  the 
Government  would  lower  the  duties  on 
foreign  productions,  it  would  benefi[t  the 
country,  and  give  increased  employment 
to  our  shipping.  The  next  three  articles 
which  engaged  attention  were  sugar, 
coffee,  and  corn.  With  respect  to  sngar, 
he  believed  there  was  a  general  disposi- 
tion, on  the  part  of  the  Government,  to 
lower  the  duty  on  that  article.  He  hoped 
there  did  exist  a  feeling  of  that  kind.  He 
was  perfectly  aware,  that  the  lowering  of 
the  duty  upon  Brazil  sugar  would  do  great 
injury  to  the  West  Indies ;  but  he  should 
wuh  to  know  why  a  whole  community  was 
to  be  sacrificed,  in  order  to  promote  any 
particalar  interest  ?  Let  the  West-India 
proprietors*  if  they  were  not  able  to  live 
10  London,  go  out  to  their  difierent  es- 
tates, where  they  might  live  as  gentlesseo, 
and  then  this  country  would  not  be  obliged 
to  maintain  them  at  the  expense  of  the 
eommanity.  With  respect  to  com— the 
artide  of  the  gieatesC  unportaoce — he  was 
happy  to  believo  that  it  was  a  qaestioD  oa 
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^,.„    u  iiiit  tlitlki)|;-Kale, 

....  ,    .    . .uiiiutAl  biHi  of  a  cir~ 

.,,     .-..    .ibtu*  t"  bit  knowledge 

,..*.    %*     ^V!|<D  hi!  was  in  llie 

'„  '     ■nrii'a  aiuiiiiif  il>«  *>r,  ■  great  deul 

'  ,h  'M-  nKtdiW.  auU  tlie  deatlii  were 

.\,.     ..MM.wi*.     -V  uolfiii -maker,  at  thm 

iSm*  •  "'•■^'J  ^u  *  ^^'7  tUriving  trade ;  (jui 

4.VI  -•><-:   *■"   '*^)  o*^''*  '>'■  'il^^  many 

s.»..«.  wJcrvil  a  reverse  of  fortune,  and 

^v.h:i»  *vn:  iiut  >u  modi  in  demand.     To 

kAMUfKi'-'Hiti!    biutielf,  lie  iogeniouily   in- 

tiiiicd  J  sliding;- (rule — or  utlicr  a  sliding 

boibxii  to  liMCufKni,l>y  which  hecontr' 

ii)  let  ibo  body  slip  out  of  tlie  coffin 

the  griive,  and  llius  one  cotlin  servud  for 

uiuuy  bodio).     A  great  agiiaiiun  wai  gol 

u^  un  the  suliject,  very    similar  lo   [li 

Auti-l'orii.luw    ngitQtiou  of    the    present 

day;  till  ut   Ivngili  the   matter   reached 

the   I'lirs  uf  the   governor.       The  resul 

WAI,  thul  the  govi;rnor  ordered  the  coflii 

luaker  to  put  n  lixed  bottom  to  liis  colHns 

and  the  man  wax  oblit;ed  to  ubotiih  lii 

slid  ill); -scidc.     He  reniembcrcd,   on  an 

i>ther  occasion,  a  niitii  inventing  a  aoit  ol 

Hliding-sealc  mast  to  hit   shiji—called  a 

"  (juntcr-mnst"—  which  rose  up«nd  down 

accordiog  us  the  wind  blew.     When  the 

wind  went  down,  ihi.' m^ist  gol  up;  and 

when  the  wind  went  up,  the  mast  went 

ilown.     The  crew  set  their  wiis  to  work 

10  invent  a  nickname  for  the  ingenious 
t'onliiver  of  this  pit-ce  of  naval  architec- 
ture, and  ihcy  called  hiro  "Slidin^-Ountcr 
Hob."  lie  hoped  bis  right  hon.  Friend 
^Sir  Robert  IVI)  would  lukc  advanl3;;t' 
of  tbe  pri'scnt  dispusitiun  th.it  seemed  to 
prevail  U(>on  this  great  ijnestion,  and 
would  come  forwiird  fairly  nn<l  boneslly, 
and  nuke  u  cuuipmmisc  with  the  Corn- 
law  league.  I.el  there  be  a  permanent 
duty  of  sonic  amoiiul  or  other :  be  would 
not  use  the  ternia,  a  moderate  fixed  duty, 

11  reason. iblu  lixtd  duly,  or  a  low  tixed 
duly  :  liiit  lu  unulil  say,  let  there  be  ii 
compromise,  and  let  the  law  fur  rt'ttnlal- 
ing  tlie  lin(>url.iliuti  of  corn  Im.'  estjbliatied 
upon  a  diitv  of  s..,ot  ii*.,ur  -'n.  a  (]iiarier. 
II  the  n^lil'liun.  Itiirnnet  wunld  do  llijl, 
hi;  wiuhl  ai-nmii'lifb  (ii.irr  gi>od  to  the 
CDitiitrv  01  hr^e.  than  if  lliev  *cre  to  sit 
in  tlii-'llooi'    a.baiini;  ih.- <i>ie<iiun  for  a 


Ml 


in  bis  iK>«er;I.';ui.'[«.r.tlMmn.i,.n;:f 
Dobli:  Lord  the  Meuibi-r  fur  auudei- 


land,  still  be  could  not  agree  with  muj 
Gentlemen,  and  among  otbcn  with  the 
hon.  Member  fur  Wiocnestcr,  in  thiokiiw 
that  the  noble  Viscount  in  briogioc  ihis 

Jucstiou  before  the  House  had  arteainju- 
iciuusly.  He  could  not  consider,  wbea 
Bueb  distress  was  admitted  by  all  to  be 
prevalent  throughout  the  country,  that  it 
was  at  all  unbecoming  the  repreacatativei 
of  the  people  to  take  that  distress  ioto 
cousidt;ratioo,  even  thougli  it  might  be 
imuo3.><ible  to  form  any  iiracticablc  plan  by 
which  it  could  be  ameborated.  It  would 
be  indeed  unwise  to  sbrink  from  the  ad- 
iiiissiuii  of  tlie  existence  of  great  distras, 
fur  DO  wound  could  ever  be  cured  uolesa  it 
wan  sufficiently  probed.  Keitber  were  tbc 
signs  of  the  present  crisis  coofiDed  to  the 
distress  of  tlie  luwcr  orders;  they  must 
Inuk  til  the  middling  classes,  among  whom 
(in  despite  of  wliut  the  hon.  Munber  fur 
Wiiicbfster  had  suid)  he  considered  that  at 
tbc  present  moment  there  prevailed  great 
doubt  and  uncertainty,  and  great  fears 
as  to  tbc  future,  wbicli  fears  produced 
c(insei|uencc3  scarcely  to,  be  exceeded 
by  the  realisations  of  the  evils  ihemsclrea. 
Amoni;  the  hi){lier  orders  tbcrc  did,  he 
was  grieved  to  say,  apjicar  a  strange  su- 
piucness,  a  xl umbering  over  a  rulcaoo,  a 
seeming  confidence  that  all  things  moat 
turn  out  well,  because  I'rovidcnoc  had  hi- 
tbertii  protected  us  from  barm.  If  such 
were  truly  the  stateof  the  nation,  it  cuuld 
nut  be  unattendc<l  with  danger.  He  knew 
that  many  jieraous  turned  to  the  dark 
pages  nf  our  biiilory,  durini;  the  years 
IHlGand  1S17.  aud  not  seeing  such  ivt- 
ward  in:ini testations  nf  disconteoi,  could 
nut  imagitie  there  was  c-.iusc  fur  fear  at 
|ire:<ent ;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
twenly-live  years  since  the  distress  wan 
uccasiiined  by  tbc  truiisilion  from  a  state  of 
war  to  that  of  peace ;  and,  as  the  Princu 
Kegent  raid  in  iipening  i'arliaineDt  in 
lt>17.  the  country  onlv  reriuircd  re|Hise 
antl  time  to  Pentorc  its  energies.  Rut 
iioiv,  what  biipc  nf  inipruvenwut  cmild 
they  baie  fmni  time  ^  aud  he  feared  much 
if  tbc  si;;NS  uf  disennteiil  were  lesa  ap|»- 
reiit.  it  was  not  becniiiie  the  distress  waa 
\vM  than  it  uas  in  seventeen  but  ibat 
Imppily  twcnty-tivc  years  uf  peace  had 
inipnive<)  the  miml  and  rcligiuiis  ciiarac- 
ter  uf  the  |iei<]ile.  The  resolution  which 
.tas  franii'd  bv  the  (  iimniim  Council  of 
(...nil'.n  »>ine  'months  ■.in.v.  he  believtd. 
ruly  descrilietl  the  cv lis  utiiier  wliieL 
eoiintry  wua  Mitteriag.  and  which 
were  daily  iocrcasiui;.  He  knev  that  boa. 
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Gentlemen  opposite  ascribed  all  our  mia- 
fortunes  to  one  cause,  namely,  the  Corn- 
laws.  For  every  disease,  like  Dr.  San- 
grado,  they  had  but  one  cure.  He  looked 
beyond  this  question,  and  would  mention 
some  other  causes  which,  in  his  opinion, 
led  to  the  present  state  of  distress*  And 
first,  could  they  too  highly  estimate  the 
spirit  of  oyer-speculation,  the  emulous 
loFe  of  wealth,  which  had  spread  amongst 
all  classes,  the  highest  as  well  as  the 
lowest,  and  entered  into  all,  even  the  least, 
concerns  of  our  present  life?  No  sooner 
did  one  company  start  into  existence  than 
a  second  immediately  followed  in  the  race 
of  competition,  and  this  rivalry  had  of 
course  increased  of  late  years,  from  the 
difficulty  of  finding  investment  for  the 
great  mass  of  unemployed  capital ;  then 
followed  reduction  of  prices,  until  those 
who  had  the  smallest  capital  were  invaria- 
bly driven  from  the  field;  was  not  this 
caused  by  the  increased  importance  at- 
tached to  wealth,  and  the  excessive  luxury 
of  the  age  ?  It  was  more  important  to  a 
man  to  have  a  good  establishment  than 
skill  in  his  profession,  so  money  must  be 
obtained  at  all  hazards,  and  this  it  was 
which  made  men  embark  in  the  wildest 
schemes,  lured  on  by  the  love  of  gold, 
which  prevented  them  fairly  estimating  aU 
the  risks  to  whidi  they  were  expraed. 
Another  cause  be  would  mention  was»  the 
pernicious  influence  exercised  by  the 
leagues,  societies,  associations,  or  by  what- 
ever name  they  might  be  known,  which 
had  of  late  years  destroyed  the  natural 
independence  of  honest-minded,  single- 
hearted  men,  and  made  their  voices  the 
mere  echoes  of  their  designing  leaders. 
Individuals,  it  had  been  said,  would  listen 
to  reason,  but  parties  never.  He  bad 
great  faith  in  the  natural  good  dispositions 
of  the  lower  (urders,  but  that  was  whoUy 
lost  when  they  were  incorporated  in  such 
societies,  and  swayed  by  such  men.  And 
what,  after  all,  was  their  great  panacea 
for  all  the  evils  attending  over-production  ? 
— Why  firesh  markets  and  increased  pro- 
duction. Now  it  was  perfectly  true  that 
increased  production  would  postpone  the 
evil  day — ^but  mole  ruU  sud  ;  would  not  a 
fresh  population  arise,  and  consequently 
would  not  the  elements  of  still  greater  evil 
exist  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  years,  if  in 
such  moments  of  aistress  men  of  rash  and 
bad  passions,  whose  only  prospect  of  ssfr. 
cess  in  life  was  a  convulsion  which  might 
bring  the  dregs  of  the  nation  to  the  aiir- 
fiwe>  appeared  with  their  qpodoos  doo« 


trines?  The  seeds  of  sedition  and  treason 
took  ready  root  in  the  human  mind.  Let 
the  House  look  to  the  proceedings  of  a  re- 
cent meeting  held  at  Manchester,  if  they 
required  proofs  of  sedition  and  treasoa. 
He  would  pass  by  the  language  ^  the 
right  hoD.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Cork,  violent  as  it  was ;  but  did  not  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bolton  compare  the  agi- 
tation upon  the  Corn-law  question  to  Uie 
march  of  the  French  populace  upon  the 
Battile  ?  He  would  ask  whether  such  lan- 
guage were  not  calculated  to  in&ime  the 
minds  of  the  lower  ordors,  who  could  not 
observe  the  ridicule  which  attached  to  sodi 
agitators  like  that  Anacharsis  Cloots, 
who  came  firom  America  to  proffisr  to 
us,  in  the  violent  days  of  the  FreiMch  revolu- 
tion, universal  fratemiaation  ?  But  thcj 
would  tell  him  that  they  spoke  daggers^ 
but  used  none.  Yes,  be  nMdUy  beueied 
that  all  this  inflated  bombastic  language 
was  far  removed  from  the  still  energy  of 
action.  He  was  not  blind  to  the  weak- 
nesses of  such  characters;  but  still  as  iJie 
pioneers  of  sedition  they  might  prepare 
the  way  for  men  more  brave,  more  activet 
and  by  so  much  more  virtuous  than  those 
who  were  willing  to  wound  and  yet  a&aid 
to  strike.  They  hesitated  not  to  prophesy 
a  total  change.  They  scrupled  not  to  de- 
dare  that  the  time  was  come  when  all 
classes,  all  orders^  would  be  merged  in  one 
overwhelming  ruin.  He  admired  their 
foresight;  it  was  not  difficut  to  fbretel  the 
destruction  of  a  house  when  they  them- 
selvea  carried  the  torch  which  was  to  set 
it  on  fire.  ''Bepeel  the  Corn-laws,"  aaj 
the  Leaguers,  "and  the  former  irill  lie 
benefited  by  the  increased  aoculnnlation  of 
capital;  by  the  steadiness  of  prices;  hw 
the  certainty  that  no  further  injniy  eoold 
be  inflicted  on  him."  He  would  admit 
that  these  were  advantages ;  and  did  they 
imagine  the  former  blind  to  tiie  6ct«  that 
this  ooiintry  owed  much  to  its  manofoe- 
turing  industry?  And  if  he  were  doly 
ImprMsed  with  this  oonvictioo^  oouU  they 
snppoae  that  any  feeling,  save  tlie  instinet 
of  seif-jpreservation,  and  his  anxiety  Ibr 
thereal  inteneat  of  hb  country,  would  in* 
dnce  him  to  oppose  measures  whidi,  ae- 
cording  to  them,  must  open  out  to  him 
freab  sooxoes  of  wealth  ?  ;  no^the  mea 
of  whom  the  League  \  o  poaed  could 
not  inugine  any  one  exn  i  his  vieve 
beyond  nia  own  in  ;   they 
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that  with  tfie  present  prices  we  could  not 
compete  vith  other  countries  where  the 
labour  and  articles  of  amsuiDptioii  were 
much  cheaper,  so  if  wheat  was  admitted 
duty  free,  either  the  rent  or  the  wages 
must  be  lowered  :  if  the  latter,  where 
would  the  poor  bene6t  ?  He  would  appeal 
to  any  man,  whether  the  average  rents 
oould  bear  any  further  reduction  consistent 
with  the  existence  of  an  aristocracy  ?  The 
real  question  at  issue  was,  that  of  the  con- 
tinuation oi  our  present  form  of  govern- 
ment. He  knew  it  was  said,  "  Why  skould 
labour  Ije  dearer  here  than  in  other  coun- 
tries?" but  surely  this  was  to  raise  the 
whole  question  of  our  social  position.  Why 
were  we  burthened  with  a  debt,  the  in- 
terest of  which  swallowed  up  half  our  re- 
venue ?  Why  had  our  population  been  for 
so  long  a  period  accustomed  to  comforts, 
which  had  had  so  beneficial  an  effect 
on  the  morality  of  the  country  ?  Why 
was  our  population  on  every  scjuare  mile 
double  that  of  any  other  a>untry  ?  ''  Oh !" 
(but  they  continue)  *'  necessity  is  the 
mother  of  invention  ;  fresh  improvements 
in  husbandry  will  lead  to  increased  culti- 
vation ;"  but  surely  this  was  a  poor  hope 
to  counterbalance  the  certainty  of  evil, 
when  invention  had  once  reached  its  limit. 
Look  how  the  burthens  had  been  thrown 
upon  the  land  within  the  last  twenty-five 
years.  In  1815  the  remunerating  price 
was  stated  to  be  80^. ;  this  was  diminished 
in  1822  to  70a.  ;  in  182G,  when  Mr.  Can- 
ning brout^ht  forward  his  resolutions,  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  declared  that  he  would 
sup|)ort  no  measure  which  did  not  prohibit 
importation  until  the  price  had  reached 
^s.  Notwithstiinding  thb.  Lord  Glenelg's 
measure  was  carried  in  1828;  and  last  year 
the  remunerating  price  was  declared  to  be 
54s.  and  5Gs.  But  was  even  this  price 
attained  under  the  present  system  ?  Very 
lately,  when  he  was  in  the  southern  coun- 
ties of  Kngland,  the  price  of  wheat  was 
47s.  He  understood  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  to  explain 
this  by  the  large  quantity  of  foreign  grain 
which  had  l)ecn  thrown  into  the  market. 
Yes,  hut  what  did  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
say  last  year  }  '*  In  the  first  place  there  is 
no  such  an  amount  of  foreign  corn  avail- 
able to  the  supply  ('f  this  country  iis  need 
excite  the  alarm  of  those  who  dread  an 
excess."  So  he  believed  that  this  great 
reduction  in  pricf  was  chiefly  owing  to  the 
want  of  confidence  in  the  continuance  of 
the  present  system  3  for  nothing  had  so 
ga*at  an  effect  on  the  circulatiou  of  capital, 


and  the  ooosuoiptioo  of  eiciaeahle 
dities,  as  a  state  of  unoertaioty,  when  00 
man  knew  what  a  day  might  bring  fivtii. 
He  was  mudi  astooisbed  to  hear  the  BoUe 
Viscount  who  had  introduced  this  niodoii, 
for  whose  talents  he  had  so  grest  reqpecf , 
compare  the  relations  with  other  ooaBtries, 
to  that  qH  different  counties  in  Kngfand. 
The  noble  ViscxNint  sud,  ^  soppose  one 
manufiictnring  county  refuse  to  erdiange 
its  commodities  with  the  corn  of  a  neign- 
bouring  agricultural  county — would  not 
each  be  absurdly  ruining  the  other.*  Now 
he  would  freely  admit  that  if  all  coaotries 
were  in  the  same  relative  positioo  to  ckB 
other  as  the  counties  of  England  —  if 
if  there  were  some  mighty  saperintcading 
power  which  might  say,  *^  Here  exists  too 
little — there  too  much,** — and  so  bslaacs 
all  our  interests — if  there  were  no  wars  or 
rumours  of  wars,  such  universal  fratemi* 
zation  might  be  practicable.  But  to  ques- 
tion the  validity  of  a  system  of  diecks  sad 
balances  was  to  question  the  whole  divine 
system.  Why  .should  not  all  nations  have 
equal  heat  and  cold  ?  Why  were  not  the 
gates  of  the  Temple  of  Janus  alwavs  closed? 
Why  was  one  man  rich  and  another  poor? 
Why  was  the  strongest  in  the  days  of  the 
feudal  Kings  selected  from  the  people,  and, 
enthroned  upon  uplifted  buckler,  dedared 
the  ruler  ot  the  land?  He  would  now 
refer  to  the  question  whidi  he  considered 
of  the  greatest  moment — namely,  the  want 
of  confidence  in  the  present  Garn-law.  He 
believed  that  even  a  total  repeal  would  be 
preferable  to  the  present  state  of  insecurity 
and  the  total  want  of  confidence  which 
prevailed  throughout  the  country.  In  the 
case  of  tenants-at-will,  it  might  be  suffiQ- 
ent  to  tell  them  that  the  present  system 
would  last  for  twelve  months ;  but  in  Scot- 
land, where  tlie  land  was  let  on  leases  of 
twenty-one  years,  and  where,  even  there, 
in  some  counties,  it  scarcely  paid  the  ex- 
|>ense  of  cultivation,  and  the  class  of  teiuuits 
who  held  such  farms  had  no  capital  to 
throw  away,  how  was  it  possiUe  to  carry 
on  their  plan  of  drainage  and  plough ing, 
by  which  pri»cess  alone  the  land  could  be 
impr(»vcd,  unless  they  had  confidence  in 
the  continuance  of  the  present  system  for 
a  long  period  of  years  ?  For  his  part,  he 
regretted  that  any  alteration  was  ever  made ; 
but  since  it  had  been  made,  there  was  little 
hope  (»f  their  retracting  their  steps ;  and 
indeed  the  impo^ibility  of  »o  doing  should 
serve  to  warn  them,  and  make  them  the 
more  careful  how  they  approached  any 
further  change.  What  wu  toe  gicit  com* 
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plaint  during  the  existence  of  the  late 
(iovcrnmcDt  P  The  uncertainty  of  the 
fu lure  which  resulted  from  its  instability. 
Did  not  the  nation  cry  aloud  for  a  strong 
Government,  in  the  hope  that  it  would 
bring  back  confidence  ?  and  now  that  we 
possessed  a  great  majority,  was  the  general 
hope  fulfilled  ?  Alas !  there  was  little  dif- 
ference between  a  tottering  GoTernment 
irith  firm  princi))lcs  of  action,  and  a  firm 
CiovcrnmcDt  with  tottering  measures — 
hta  tptidem  sententia  i/uce  neqiie  arnicas 
parol  neque  inimicos  lollil.  He  had  not 
the  presumption  to  say  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  contempUteil  further  altera- 
tions i  but  the  House  would  agree  with 
him  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  having 
expressed  himself  as  he  had  upon  the  sub- 
ject, he  could  not  be  surprised  if  ihere 
were  men  who  believed  that  next  year  the 
protection  might  be  still  further  reduced, 
or  entirely  withdrawn.  What,  therefore, 
the  nation  demanded  from  ber  Majesty's 
Government  whs,  that  thev  would  distinctly 
state  that,  under  alt  the  circumstances,  the 
present  protection  should  be  secured  to  the 
farmer.  Of  course  he  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  the  scale  must  not  be  subject  to  alter- 
ation from  time  to  time  as  the  value  of 
money  varied ;  but  he  would  again  repeat 
that  the  principle  of  the  actual  proieciion 
which  kept  the  remunerating  price  U^tween 
54j.  and  56.!.,  should  always  be  supported 
by  the  Gorcinment.  If  this  declaration  was 
fairly  made,  he  believed  it  would  go  far  to 
restore  confidence ;  and  with  returning  con. 
lidcnce  they  should  have  returning  content- 
ment. The  power  of  the  League,  which 
existed  upon  uncertain  and  vague  declara- 
tions, would  be  weakened,  and  the  friends  of 
good  order  would  rally  ;  and  if,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  this,  the  House  strenuously  en- 
deavoured to  promote  religion  and  morality 
through  the  country,  by  upholding  the  au- 
thority of  the  church  and  destroying  that 
principle  of  centralisation  which  had  so  se- 
riously atlected  the  national  independence 
of  character,  he  believed  that  the  cloud  on 
the  horizon  would  not  overshadow  us  ;  and 
sure  he  was,  that  His  voice  which  could 
alone  stay  the  tempest  would  not  be  raised 

Dr.  Boivriiig  explained,  that  what  be 
had  said  was,  that  the  Cora-law  League, 
by  its  moral  influence,  would  do  more  than 
those  who  overthrew  the  Bastille  had  beeo 
able  to  accomplish  with  physical  force. 

Mr.  Viiliers  ioid.  that  the  speech  which 
they  bad  just  heard  from  (he  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Biidport  convinced  bim,  as  oUier 
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speeches  had  done,  of  the  propriety  of  a 
motion  that  committed  this  House  gravely 
and  deliberately  to  consider  the  true  causes 
of  the  condition  of  the  nation;  for  while 
tbey  all  implied  considerable  apprehension 
as  to  the  prospecia  of  this  country,  great 
doubt  and  difference  of  opinion  was  ex- 
pressed as  to  the  cause  and  the  cure  of  ttie 
evil  admitted  to  exist.  He  approved,  then, 
of  amotion  that  invited  this  House  lo  to 
engage  itself.  If  the  House  gravely  un- 
dertook this  task  be  did  not  think  so  ill  of 
its  intelligence  as  to  doubt  that  it  would 
succeed  ;  and  he  knew  nobody  who  would 
not  admit  the  importance  of  the  informa- 
tion ihey  would  obtain.  He  thought  it, 
indeed,  the  more  necessary  to  enter  upon 
this  inquiry,  from  the  doubt  and  indecision 
that  seemed  to  pervade  both  the  action 
and  opinion  of  the  Government.  He  did 
not  question  tlieir  capacity  or  their  desire 
for  the  greatness  andiafety  of  the  country; 
but,  at  yet,  it  had  not  been  possible  to 
elicit  from  them  one  clear  idea  as  to  their 
view  of  what  had  brought  the  country  into 
its  present  state,  or  what  their  views  were 
as  to  the  course  which  this  country  was 
now  taking,  whether  they  thought  its  com- 
merce was  in  a  itate  of  decline,  or  whether 
we  were  on  the  eve  of  great  prosperity. 
One  day  a  sort  of  lecit  sanction  is  given  to 
fallacies  admitted  lo  be  the  moil  ignorant 
and  absurd  by  every  cultivated  mind  ;  the 
next  a  doubt  is  expressed  with  regard  to 
what  the  best  intellects  have  pronounced 
to  be  so.  Connected  with  this  confusion, 
as  to  the  cause  of  our  condition,  seeme  (o 
be  the  want  of  faith  in  any  remedy,  whe- 
ther springing  from  themselves  or  their  op- 
ponents. One  day  a  great  principle  is  ad- 
admitted,  having  an  important  bearing 
upon  all  the  interests  of  the  country,  the 
next  day  its  application  is  refused.  Abun- 
dant cleverness  had  been  shown  in  fencing 
with  opponents,  and  changing  the  issue  in 
question  ;  but  any  manly,  open,  or  com- 
plete grappling  with  the  question  of  the 
cause  of  the  present  state  of  our  commerce, 
revenue,  and  condition  of  the  people,  no 
grave  or  intelligible  view,  had  yet  been 
given.  He  said,  then,  as  reasoning  and 
responsible  men,  they  should  enter  npon 
this  inquiry,  with  the  view  to  guide  ibem 
in  their  future  legislation.  He  did  him- 
self remain  of  the  opinion  he  had  fre- 
quently expressed  in  that  House,  which 
was  countenanced  by  abler  men,  and  which 
was  expounded  by  the  noble  Viicoont  in 
bringing  thia  subject  fotmrd,  that  the 


723 


DUtress  of 


{COMMONS} 


ike  Country'^ 


7M 


sigDt  of  deterioration  which  they  then 
witnessed,  did  chiefly  spring  from  the  pro« 
ductive  power,  comprising  the  capital,  ma- 
chinery, population,  and  ail  the  arrange- 
ments for  production  in  this  country  having 
reached  an  extent  as,  under  the  existing 
regulations  affecting  their  trade  and  the 
existing  relations  with  foreign  states,  ren* 
dered  our  products  disproportionate  to 
their  demand,  and  thus  rendered  it  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  a  profitable  investment  for 
capital,  or  an  adequate  reward  for  labour. 
He  believed  that  if  the  House  would  regard 
the  present  state  of  the  country  with  that 
proposition  in  view,  it  would  help  them  to 
solve  the  difficulty  of  their  present  state. 
It  would  apply  to  every  business  and  every 
department  of  industry.  There  is  but  one 
story  told  of  them  all.  Whether  it  regards 
our  fabrics  in  cotton,  linen,  silk,  or  wool- 
len, the  one  complaint  is  sinking  profits 
and  less  wages  for  the  same  labour.  It  is 
the  same,  if  not  worse,  in  the  iron  trade, 
the  hardware  trade,  or  the  potteries;  it 
equally  applies  to  all  the  businesses  en- 
gaged in  the  conveyance  or  distribution  of 
our  wealth,  whether  among  ship-owners 
or  shopkeepers,  and  the  depression  in  all 
is  indicated  by  that  which  depends  upon 
them  all,  namely,  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try. Without  profit  to  capital,  without 
due  remuneration  for  labour,  the  vitality 
of  the  machine  is  stopped.  It  was  this 
which  occasioned  that  fearful  competition 
in  this  country,  which  caused  so  many 
capitals  to  press  into  the  same  business, 
and  so  much  labour  to  seek  employment 
from  the  same  capital,  and  which  resulted 
in  so  much  uneasiness,  anxiety,  and  de* 
pression  of  spirit,  and  now  what  was  a 
fearful  sign  was  to  be  observed,  that  capital 
was  being  daily  sacrificed  while  population 
was  increasing.  This  was  alarming,  also, 
OD  other  accounts,  for  if  it  continued  it 
must  soon  create  some  apprehension  for 
the  manner  in  which  this  country  is  to 
meet  those  p:reat  fixed  charges  for  which 
it  is  liable.  He  alluded  to  the  great  charge 
of  the  national  debt,  the  public  service, 
and  the    public  provision  for  the  unem- 

f»loyed.  From  what  sources  were  those 
iabilities  now  met,  but  from  the  results 
of  the  active  and  extensive  employment 
of  our  capitals  and  our  labour.  I>et  those 
resources  sink — let  alarm  once  arise  on 
account  of  our  means  of  our  meeting  these 
charges,  and  it  is  the  short  precursor  of 
confusion.  And  though  the  hon.  Member 
fOff  Dorbam  plumed  himielf  upon  the  in- 


stitutions under  which  he  lived,  as  con* 
trasted  with  those  of  the  United  States, 
and  seemed  to  think  that  the  claM  lo 
which  he  belonged,  offered  a  guarantee 
for  the  national  faith,  yet  if  he  mistook 
not  what  he  had  already  heard,  if,  when 
there  became  another  question  of  freah 
taxation  to  meet  a  further  decline  of  the 
revenue,  whether  they  would  hear  note 
still  of  what  was  in  the  minds  of  some  al* 
ready,  of  adjusting  the  account  with  the 
public  creditor.  He  had  beard  that  peo* 
pie  were  already  talking  more  than  they 
had  done  before  of  it,  and  in  spite  of  the 
Member  for  Durham's  assurances,  the 
class  which  he  said  he  represented,  if  die- 
tress  reached  that  body,  the  question  was 
not  unlikely  to  originate  with  thea.  If, 
then,  these  dangers  would  of  necessity 
result  from  the  continuance  of  their  pre- 
sent depression,  was  it  wise,  on  a  point  of 
form,  to  forego  the  moment  of  rigidly  ex- 
amining into  the  causes  of  our  commercial 
decline,  and  to  learn,  as  the  noble  Lord 
said,  whether  the  evil  may  not  be  traced 
to  their  own  legislation  ?  If  that  was  in 
doubt,  there  should  be  inquiry;  if  there 
was  no  doubt,  and  it  was  so,  surely  tbej 
ought  to  legislate  at  once.  He  owned  that 
he  thought  there  was  little  difference  be- 
tween the  Government  and  thoae  on  hia 
side ;  and  he  thought  the  position  of  the 
Government,  as  collected  from  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  import- 
ant to  consider.  They  admit  the  greatest 
distress  to  exist ;  they  admit  that  the  re- 
medies proposed  by  many  individuals  are 
wholly  unsuited  to  the  present  circum- 
stances. They  say,  that  to  tax  machinery, 
to  debase  the  standard,  to  issue  inconver- 
tible paper  money,  to  favour  particular 
classes,  is  all  folly  and  error  ;  they  admit, 
to  use  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  expres- 
sion, that  the  enlargement  of  the  6eld  of 
commerce,  and  to  extend  the  demand  for 
industry,  is  the  real  remedy  for  their  pre- 
sent state;  and  thus  the  Government  and 
the  opposite  side  were  agreed.  Why,  then, 
do  they  not  act  upon  their  opmions? 
Could  any  body  collect  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  speech,  which  he  was 
bound  to  say  he  thought  a  somewhat 
melancholy  display  of  trimming  with 
truth,  and  trifling  with  his  own  convic- 
tions. He  told  them  that  he  had  com- 
menced last  year,  and  that  something  had 
been  done.  Why,  what  did  that  com- 
mencement mean  ?  It  admitted  the  whole 
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truth  of  a  principle  in  dispute  before*  and 
showed  how  reprehensible  it  was  in  this 
House  not  to  have  commenced  to  apply  it 
long  before,  and  how  inexcusable  it  was 
not  to  go  much  further.  Look,  for  instance 
in  that  item  in  the  tariff  which  he  thought 
was  the  one  in  which  the  principle  had 
been  applied  with  the  most  boldness  and 
most  effect— the  timber  duties;  how  long 
had  those  duties  continued  after  the  time 
they  had  been  denounced  as  a  serious 
loss  to  the  country  ?  It  had  been  put 
at  the  very  lowest  estimate  that  those 
duties  had  been  a  loss  to  the  country  of 
J,/)00,000/.y  and  yet  they  were  only  re- 
moved last  year,  and  with  no  more 
reason  than  they  ought  to  have  been 
removed  years  before.  Again,  what  was 
the  principle  on  which  the  tariff  was 
reduced,  on  the  showing  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  himself.  He  said  it 
would  reduce  the  cost  of  living,  and 
that  two  important  consequences  would 
follow  from  it— one  was,  that  the  burthen 
of  taxation  would  be  less  felt  by  the  com- 
munity ;  and  the  other  was  that,  activity 
being  given  to  the  exchange  with  foreign 
countries,  many  would  get  employment 
that  were  poor  then.  Now  this  was  true, 
and  a  most  important  principle  it  was  to 
admit ;  but  what  possible  excuse  was 
there  for  not  carrying  it  further.  Are  the 
people's  burthens  less  than  they  were? 
Are  the  people  so  well  employed  that 
they  need  no  more?  The  contrary  iM 
notorious.  Why,  the  burthen  that  was 
intended  to  be  relieved  was  a  new  one ; 
it  was  the  income-tax,  imposed  when  the 
revenue  was  sinking,  in  consequence  of 
the  condition  of  the  people  being  bad. 
How  doubly  necessary  was  it,  then,  to 
improve  the  condition  of  the  people,  and 
enable  them  to  earn  their  own  subsist- 
ence ;  and  yet  what  has  been  done  to 
effect  this?  Would  it  not  have  been 
expected  that  the  reductions  would  have 
been  made  when  food  could  have  been 
procured  at  the  lowest  rate,  and  when 
trade  would  be  likely  to  be  rendered  most 
active,  which  would  have  been  done  by 
liberating  trade  with  the  United  States  and 
Brazil,  and  yet  those  were  the  qnarten 
where  no  change  was  made  and  no  relief 
was  given.  They  had  no  better  trade  in 
food  than  they  had  had  before,  and  the 
same  obstructions  to  the  trade  with  Brasil 
were  nnremoved.  Was  it  then  wonderful 
that  the  condition  of  the  peopk  was  not 
impcovedy  and  that  in  consequence  of  tba 


I  new  tax,  they  were  less  able  to  expend 
I  apon  those  articles  whidi  afforded  other 
'  resources  to  the  revenue ;  and  was  it  nn- 
'  reasonable,  with  the  revenue  in  the  state 
'  it  was,  with  the  condition  of  the  people  av 
it  was,  with  no  prospect  of  improvement 
in  either,  to  ask  the  House  seriously  to 
consider  if  it  was  not  within  the  power  of 
legislation  to  award  some  relief.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  pointed  to  difficuU 
ties  which  they  had  to  contend  with  is 
dealing  with  protected  interests,  does  bft 
believe  that  the  diflSculties  will  ever  bd 
less.    Will  they  not  always  be  the  samct 
or  greater  ?    will  they  not  always  have  a 
Member  for  Durham  offering  his  support 
to  a  minister,  on  the  terms  on  which  they 
were  proposed  the  other  night,  which  was« 
in  plain  English,  as  long  as  be  maintained 
their  Corn-hw.    He  talked  of  the  rmuii* 
ness  of  himself,  and  the  gentlemen  of  Eng* 
land  (as  he  called  them)  to  rally  roand 
him,  and  protect  him  against  Uie  vio- 
lence of  ag^itators,  but  always  sufa}ectt 
he  expected,  to  the  condition  of  main- 
taining the   law  that   maintained   high 
rents;   no  people  less  to  be  depended 
upon,  if  he  acted  otherwise,  he  had  littlf 
doubt.     But  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  talked  of  cireomstaneet 
under  which  it  might  be  possible  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  course  of  liberating  trade,  and 
said  that  a  man  must  be,  as  Burke  stud 
he  would  be,  stark  staring  mad  who  would 
disregard  circumstances.      Whv,  really, 
he  thought  the  right  hon.  Gentuinan  de- 
served &e  imputation,  if  be  thought,  witb 
the  views  which  his  Government  eattum 
tained  of  the  effects  of  free*trade»  that 
those  circumstances  had  not  arisen.  What 
would  he  have?    Where  could  he  look 
for  a  sign  of  dbtiess,  and  not  find  it? 
Would  be  see  the  grass  growing  in  the 
streets,  and  the  people  in  o[^n  tebellion. 
When  will  circumstances  anse  to  requfapB 
relief  if  they  had  not  ariseii.  But  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  exeoses  himself  from  med* 
dling  with  the  Com-lawSy  and  distingnisbta 
it  from  other  laws*  because,  be  aaya,  it 
always  has  been  a  role  to  legistate  for 
com  in  a  peculiar  way.    A  nue  1— why:, 
of  course  it  has — not  only  with  rsapect  to 
com,  bat  widi  respect  to  eveiTthmg  af- 
fecting the  interseta  of  men  who  liava 
complete  and  irresponstUe  power :  it  b  a 
role  of  homan  natore  to  serve  own  interasts 
at  the  expense  of  other  people'a.    Ever 
sinoe  the  landownMs  liava  been  the  donu* 
nantdaia  in  ihii  ooaatiy  thay  Imif  bam 
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making  laws  about  agricallaral  produce. 
The  Hon.  GenUemao  says  there  have  beeo 
twenty-five  Corn-laws.  Why,  I  can  tell 
him  there  have  been  forty,  or  aboat  one  in 
every  twelve  years  for  500  years  past ; 
and  it  has  been  the  rule  ever  since  the 
Conquest  with  the  landowners  to  help 
themselves  :  and  what  a  lesson  ought  it 
to  teach  them  as  to  such  legislation  as 
that  about  corn,  that  they  change  the  law 
every  ten  or  twelve  years,  it  ought  to 
show  them  how  impossible  such  laws  are 
to  last  in  a  free  country.  Let  it  only  be 
considered  what  ludicrous  legislation  there 
has  been  on  this  subject.  That  they  op- 
posed the  produce  of  Scotland  coming 
into  England  is  known.  Then  they  re- 
sisted all  trade  with  Ireland  to  protect 
themselves.  It  is  only  about  a  century 
since  that  a  petition  was  presented  and 
discussed  in  this  House  from  one  county 
to  protect  it  against  another.  One  county 
(1  forget  which  it  was)  prayed  to  be  pro- 
tected against  the  beans  of  the  neighbour- 
ing county  coming  into  its  markets,  and 
pleaded  its  native  industry  according  to 
the  approved  fashion  of  the  present  day. 
Then  the  landed  interest  in  the  metro- 
politan counties  interfered  to  prevent  good 
roads,  for  fear  it  should  bring  the  produce 
from  distant  counties  to  London,  for  fear 
they  should  not  have  the  exclusive  supply 
of  the  town  ;  and  they  were  right,  if  you 
are  right.  It  is  one  and  the  same  princi- 
ple throughout— it  is  protection  of  some 
against  the  good  of  all.  It  is  the  same 
argument  exactly  now  against  the  trade 
with  different  countries  as  it  was  before 
with  different  counties ;  and  all  the  Con- 
servative phrases  that  we  hear  about  not 
doing  what  is  wise  and  just  on  account  of 
vested  interests,  capital  laid  out,  settle- 
ments made,  as  against  the  common  good, 
applied  just  as  much  to  extend  trade  to 
Ireland  or  Scotland  as  it  does  now  to  fo- 
reign states.  Nor  will  the  public  fail  to 
see  that,  notwithstanding  the  attempts 
that  are  made  here  to  evade  or  confuse  the 
real  question.  Observe  the  things  which 
are  said  by  speakers  in  this  debate.  One 
is,  that  our  productive  power  is  so  great 
that  it  has  caused  general  distress. 
Granted ;  but  what  is  their  remedy  ?  why 
to  keep  up  every  obstruction  to  trade.  If 
they  asserted  the  other  thing  we  might  un- 
derstand their  logic.  But,  no,  says  the 
hon.  Member  for  Durham,  we  might  pro- 
duce enough  to  supply  two  or  three  other 
planets,  therefore  he  will  have  do  free- 


trade,  though  you  are  crowded  and  oier- 
stocked  beyond  description  here  :  that  is 
not  the  remedy.  But,  says  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  West  Riding,  the  distiess 
is  occasioned  by  the  monetary  affairs  of 
America:  she  has  got  no  money,  there- 
fore, what  ?  Take  what  she  can  give  yea 
instead  ?  No,  but  keep  on  your  Coni- 
laws  to  prevent  what  she  can  pay  yo« 
coming  into  this  country.  His  argu- 
ment is  that  trade  is  stopped  with 
America,  which  injures  England ;  that 
is  a  great  evil ;  but  don't  do  the 
only  thing  that  would  revive  the  trade 
between  the  countries.  He  qaotes  m 
passage  from  the  President's  last  speech 
to  show  that  they  are  badly  off  for  money, 
but  omits  to  quote  the  passage  in  which  be 
says,  that  they  are  also  suffering,  becaose 
they  cannot  find  a  vent  for  the  sorplos 
produce  of  their  soil,  which  is  our  food ; 
so  that  here  we  are  both  suffering;  we 
for  want  of  food  and  trade,  they  for  wmot 
of  a  market,  within  twelve  days  sail  of 
each  other,  and  yet  we  are  sitting  over  the 
matter  here,  and  saying  the  time  is  not 
come  to  legislate.  Then,  says  the  hon. 
Member  for  Shrewsbury,  do  not  always 
talk  about  Corn-laws,  it  is  trade  you  want 
and  that  you  can  get,  elsewhere  than  io 
the  corn  countries.  Why  don't  yon  look 
to  the  East,  why  don't  you  treat  with 
Reschid  Pacha?  why  don't  you  have 
commerce  with  France?  In  short,  give  the 
hungry  people  food  enough,  by  giving 
them  trade  with  those  who  have  too  much 
food.  Why  dont  you  go  to  get  wine,  and 
oil,  and  silk  — in  fact,  any  thing  but  food, 
where  you  can  get  it  cheapest  and  best. 
This  was  the  real  character  of  the  arga* 
ments  against  free-trade.  There  was  no- 
thing like  it  but  that  story  of  the  Member 
for  Cork's,  who  described  one  of  his  coun- 
trymen as  having  a  horse  that  got  so  ex- 
ceedingly thin  that  he  called  in  a  neigh- 
bour to  consult  about  it,  and  whom  be 
assured  that  he  had  done  everything  in 
his  power  for  him — that  he  had  bled  him, 
and  blistered,  doctored,  and  fired  him, 
but  he  only  got  worse.  Upon  which  his 
neighbour  asked  if  he  had  ever  tried  corn. 
No,  that  had  not  occurred  to  him,  or  if  it 
had,  there  was  some  reason  why  he  ob- 
jected to  the  experiment.  This  was  the 
case  here :  all  admit  the  patient  is  suf- 
fering ;  all  arc  solicitous  of  giving  him  re- 
itef,  but  all  object  to  the  only  relief  that 
would  benefit  him.  Really,  however,  this 
was  a  very  serious  matter.      The  fact 


729 


Adjourned  Debate 


{Fbb.  16} 


C Fourth  Day). 


was,  that  they  were  trifling  wilh  the  feel- 1  recollected  that  k  was  exposed  to 


ind  sufietings,  and  passions  of  the 
people,  and  noihing  ihal  had  been  said  or 
done  hitherto  eould  be  deemed  in  the  least 
satisfactory  to  them  ;  and  Genilemen  were 
mistaken  if  ihey  thought— however  much 
they  might  object  to  ihem — that  ihey 
could  suppress  the  active  associations  that 
were  now  forming  in  every  direction  to 
obtain  this  measure  of  justice.  Severe 
allusions  had  been  made  lothe  Anti-Corn- 
law  League,  which  he  should  not  conde- 
scend to  reply  to.  It  was  a  natural  and 
proper  association,  and  incident  to  a  free 
country,  as  a  means  of  people  expressing 
their  wants  or  complaints  :  the  League 
was  doing  great  good,  imd  if  they  were 
not  afraid  of  the  truth,  they  would  not, 
object  to  it.  It  was  diffusing  valuable  in- 
formation throughout  the  couiitij,  and 
doing  much  to  remove  error  and  ignorance 
on  a  most  important  subject.  It  was 
doing  for  free-trade  what  religious  so- 
cieties someliraes  did  for  religion,  what 
scientific  societies  did  for  art  and  science, 
and  what  agricultural  societies  did  for  im- 
provement in  agriculture,  and  he  trusted 
that  it  would  never  dissolve  till  the  great 
measure  of  right  and  justice  which  it 
sought  was  obtained.  If  the  peopli 
justice  ihey  would  be  satisfied,  and  they 
ought  not  to  be  without. 

Viscount  Satidon  said,  that  it  appeared 
to  liim  that  the  whole  question  was,  in 
what  way  should  they  give  the  greatest 
amount  of  employment  to  every  class  of 
labour  ?  The  hon.  Member  who  had  just 
sat  down  seemed  to  imagine  that,  by  adopt- 
ion the  principles  of  free-trade,  they  could 
gain  a  great  amount  of  foreign  trade 
without  any  sacrifice  of  any  trade  which 
we  at  present  possessed.  To  decrease  the 
price  of  production  was  obviously  to  dimi. 
nish  the  remuneration  of  labour,  and  the 
Vice-presideut  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
truly  stated,  that  it  well deserred  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  whether  they 
should  nut  sacrifice  a  great  deal  of  the 
employment  that  was  given  to  labour  at 
home  by  exposing  our  agriculturists,  with- 
out any  protection,  to  a  competition  with 
countries  differently  circumstanced.  They 
should  consider  whether,  iu  endearouriog 
to  gain  those  advantages,  they  did  noi 
sacrifice  more  than  an  equivalent  by  sacri- 
ficing one  trade  to  another.  The  home 
trude  vrss  a  certain  trade,  and  though  thi 
foreign  trade  was  one  which  il  was  im 
portant   to  encouragei  yet  it   should  be 


.ant! agencies.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  prosperity  of  the  home  trade 
ilepended,  in  a  great  degree,  ou  the  pros- 
perity of  the  foreign  trade.  The  nou. 
Gentlemen  opposite  seemed  to  think  that 
'le  word  "  trade  "  was  convertible  with 
foreign  trade,"  and  that  there  was  do 
i>lher  trade  but  that  which  was  carried  on 
with  foreign  countries.  All  economists 
'lad  agreed  that  the  home  trade  was  most 
onsiderable  and  most  important,  and  that 
t  was  their  dutv  to  encurage  it.  The 
ion.  Member  wno  had  just  sat  down 
seemed  to  consider  that  agriculture  waa 
not  a  trade  at  all.  But  it  was,  after  all, 
the  greatest  trade  in  the  country ;  but  it 
seemed  to  be  considered  hy  hon.  Members 
opposite  that  it  waa  not  to  be  thought  of; 
but  it  was,  after  all,  the  greatest  trade  in 
the  country.  He  would  ask,  why  should 
that  trade  alone  be  \eft  without  protection? 
He  would  ask  any  hon.  GFentleman  who 
recollected  the  debates  of  the  lust  Session, 
whether  there  was  any  trade,  unless  the 
cotton  trade  of  Manchester,  which  had 
shown  a  disposition  to  be  left  without  pro- 
tection from  the  competition  of  foreieo 
countries.  Protection  was  expected  by  tne 
ribbon  weavers  of  Coventry,  by  the  shoe- 
makers of  Northampton,  and  by  erery 
other  branch  of  our  manufactures.  Surely, 
then,  if  every  trade  in  the  country  was  to 
be  protected  the  great  fundamental  trade 
of  all  should  DOt  be  the  only  one  left 
without  protection.  They  had  been  at- 
tacked for  wishing  to  maintain  a  law  that 
had  not  been  more  than  eight  moutha  in 
istence,  and  surely  a  great  commercial 
law  like  this  was  not  to  he  tested  by  the 
experience  of  a  few  months.  He  confessed 
that  he  did  not  see  how,  in  eight  months, 
they  could  have  had  sufBcient  experience  (^ 
the  working  of  this  law.  In  the  adoption  of 
the  sliding-scale,  it  was  considered  that 
they  ought  to  adopt  that  amount  of  duty 
which  would  enable  the  agriculture  of  this 
heavily-taxed  country  to  compete  with 
the  com  of  other  countries  whicn  were  not 
so  taxed,  and  to  combine  with  this  pro- 
tection to  the  fiumer  an  adequate  protec- 
tion to  the  consumer  against  eicesBive 
price.  The  sliding-scale  had  been  con- 
siderably improved  by  the  law  of  but 
Session.  It  waa  said,  why  exclude  the 
corn  of  America  P  But  if  they  admitted 
the  corn  of  one  country  they  could  not 
exclude  that  from  other  countries.  If  they 
had  a  free  trade  in  corn,  it  was  well  known 
to  ihe  AmericanB  themBelres>  that  the 
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liriocipal  tapplj  woold  be  frnm  Odean 
and  other  parts  nearer  to  ustliau  Americi. 
It  was  said  wbj  not  let  the  Americaos  pay 
us  ID  ooni,  but  this  was  stated  as  if  they 
were  to  oonsider  America  in  the  b'gfat  of 
ao  indindual.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  the  American  merchant  and  the  Ame- 
rican farmer  were  two  different  persons, 
and  the  merchant  who  owed  monev  to  this 
country  might  not  hare  the  means  to  pro- 
cure American  com  to  send  to  this  countnr. 
He  believed  that  the  difficulties  under 
which  the  countrj  was  suffering  were  too 
difficult  to  be  dealt  with  by  any  legislation. 
Great  Britain  was  contracted  within  a 
narrow  space,  our  population  had  rapidly 
multiplied,  oar  power  of  production  had 
increaied  eren  in  a  greater  proportion,  and 
there  was  a  superabundance  of  capital  which 
made  no  return,  and  he  was  afraid  that  we 
had  no  reason  to  expect  an  increa<e  of 
markets  at  all  coromeosuraie  with  our  enor- 
mous power  of  product  ion.  If  there  was  a 
remedy  to  be  applied,  it  would  be  by 
diminishing  unripe  speculation  which  be 
beliered  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
country.  After  opening  the  foreign  mar- 
kets by  treaty,  of  which  he  trusted  care 
would  be  taken  hj  Ministers,  they  should 
in  the  next  place  limit  the  great  facility  of 
credit,  which  has  always  produced  great 
erils  to  the  country  in  which  it  was  pur- 
aued.  He  beliered  that  the  facilities  of 
obtaining  credit  was  one  great  means  of 
exasperating  the  difficulties  that  existed, 
by  giring  so  great  a  stimulus  to  produc- 
tion. He  hoped  means  would  be  taken  to 
give  a  sounder  basis  to  the  manufacturing 
actirity  of  the  country,  and  that  they 
should  leave  capital  to  its  natural  power 
of  increase,  which  was  sufficient  for  all 
purposes,  without  being  stimulated  to 
that  unhealthy  state  which  had  produced 
such  tremendous  evils  in  all  the  great 
seats  of  manufacture .  I  ndependent  of  the 
erils  arising  from  the  too  great  facilities  of 
credit,  he  bad  not  heard  anv  of  the  hon. 
Members  opposite  dispute  any  of  the 
causes  that  nad  been  assigned  for  the  pre- 
sent distress.  It  could  not  be  doubted 
that  the  state  of  America  had  inflicted  the 
greatest  commercial  injury  on  this  country. 
He  had  hcani  the  statement  ridiculed,  but 
he  had  not  heard  a  single  argument  to 
shew  that  such  a  state  of  things  could 
have  had  any  other  than  an  injurious  effect 
on  the  industry  of  this  country,  lliis 
debate  ap|)earcd  to  have  been  carric<l  on 
without  a  purpose,  or  an  object,  unless  to 
let  escape  some  of  that  fixed  air  which  liad 


been  so  long  caaiaed  If  tlK 
been  for  a  committee  up  stairs  ht  osoM 
hare  uaderstood  it;  but  let 
under  the  form  of  such  a 
Com-law  debate  daily  simdowed  fiottk  It 
^ipeaied  to  him  to  be  offering  tka  aaat 
miserable  mockery  of  a  bono  t»  tka  dia- 
treased  people  of  this  couatry  that  a  fukif 
had  ever  offered:  and  let  theai  aot  be 
wasting  the  time  of  the  Hooae  and  af  tim 
country  by  a  mere  motioa  beating  tka 
air.  It  was  admitted  that  the  dittiwi 
of  the  country  was  aot  owiag  to  the  price 
(^  food,  but  to  the  want  of  casplojaMat 
for  the  people.  He  did  not  beliere»  that 
they  would  increase  the  emplojmeiit  hf 
the  measures  proposed;  in  his  opinioo, 
they  Would  sacrifice  the  permanent  in- 
terests of  the  country,  whilst  thej  would 
render  any  good  contingent  oo  the  acta  of 
other  countries:  and  they  were  manii^ 
the  risk  of  superadding  to  the  distress  of 
the  manufiurturing  and  commercial  in- 
terests, a  distress  equally  ereat  over  tlK 
agricultural  interests.  Did  not  evecj  ma- 
nufurturer  feel  that  from  the  name  occa- 
sioned by  the  late  changes,  they  nad  a  wone 
market  in  the  country  towns  than  they 
had  before  ?  Then  let  them  connder  what 
would  be  the  effect  if  these  changes  were 
further  extended.  He  did  not  wish  to 
say  that  the  only  motive  for  these  proposed 
changes  was  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
manufacturers  to  see  how  much  more 
cotton  they  could  dispose  of:  but  if  mo- 
tives were  attributed ,  let  hoD.  GentleaeD 
opposite  recollect  that  much  miffhtbe  said 
bv  others.  Thev  thought  that  they  woald 
obtain  more  inaustry  by  the  coarse  they 
recommended,  whilst  be  maintained  hon- 
estly and  fairly  that  they  could  not  eqieet 
such  advantages;  and  agreed  with  the 
most  eminent  statesmen  in  all  parts  of  the 
globe,  that  agriculture  ought  to  be  pre- 
tected. 

Mr.  Muniz  did  not  approre  of  the  pre- 
sent motion,  it  was  not  straightforward 
and  English  enough  for  him.  Whilsl  it 
bore  upon  the  face  of  it  an  inquiry  into 
the  distresses  of  the  countrv,  the  details 
changed  that  face,  for  the  noble  Lord  who 
moved  it,  repudiated  all  distress  except 
that  caused  by  the  Corn-laws.  But  as  it 
bore  upon  the  face  of  it  an  inquiry  into 
the  distress  of  the  country,  and  as  be 
knew  how  much  that  distress  had  in- 
creased, he  felt  that  he  would  not  be  doing 
his  duty  to  his  constituents  and  to  the 
country  if  he  did  not  take  some  part  in  the 
debate,  and  eventually  vote  for  the 
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He  had  lived  too  long  in  the  world  to  fear 
being  laughed  at.  His  reasons  he  thought 
sufficient ;  and  if  others  did  not  think  so, 
he  could  only  regret  it.  Hon.  Members 
would  recollect,  that  during  the  discussions 
in  the  last  Session,  he  had  anticipated  the 
present  state  of  affairs,  and  when  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  First  Lord  of  the  Troa- 
Bury  had  then  told  them  not  to  take  too 
gloomy  a  view  of  their  prospects,  he  had 
differed  irom  him^  and  had  told  him 
that  twelve  months  from  that  time  the 
state  of  commercial  affairs  would  be  worse 
instead  of  better.  He  believed  that  it 
was  now  felt  by  the  House  that  the  state 
of  the  country  at  this  time  was  worse 
than  last  year.  The  privations  were  more 
severe,  and  not  only  were  the  working 
classes  suffering  more^  but  the  misery 
extended  itself  to  the  middle  class ;  trade 
was  profitless,  and  many  would  soon  have 
no  other  resource  than  the  workhouse. 
He  spoke  without  any  desire  of  exaggera- 
tion ;  he  detested  exaggeration ;  nothing 
was  so  bad  for  a  cause.  He  spoke  from  a 
personal  and  extensive  knowledge,  not 
only  of  his  own,  but  of  a  considerable 
number  of  businesses;  and  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that  there  was  not  one 
trade,  unfavoured  by  adventitious  circum- 
stances, in  which  there  had  been  a  reason- 
able profit,  or  an  interest  on  the  capital 
employed.  Nay,  from  his  knowledge  of 
foreign  trade,  he  could  say  that  notwith- 
standing the  exceedingly  low  prices»  which 
were  affording  no  remuneration,  there 
was  not  one  trade  which  would  bear  an 
advance  of  2|  per  cent,  without  destroying 
the  demand.  During  the  course  of  the 
debate,  there  had  been  but  one  line  of  ar- 
gument on  both  sides  of  the  House,  that  it 
was  the  quautity  of  business  done  which 
was  important;  the  quantity  was  un- 
doubtedly important  under  certain  dr- 
cumstances;  be  contended,  however,  that 
it  was  not  quantity,  but  quality,  which 
was  to  be  looked  to.  It  didfnot  matter  to 
the  artixan  that  we  imported  two  millions 
bags  of  cotton,  and  exported  as  mudi,  if 
he  could  not  live.  He  did  not  mean  to 
say  it  invidiously  and  ofiensively,  but  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  dubbed  himself 
*'  the  doctor  "  on  a  recent  occasion,  and  bad 
told  them  that  when  he  was  r^ularly 
called  in  and  had  received  his  fee,  he  would 
precribe.  And  here  he  must  observe,  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  deceived  no 
one;  he  had  told  them,  before  he  was 
called  in,  no  legislative  enactment  oooM 
lemedy  the  evils  of  the  ooontry^  and  if 


after  that  declaration  the  House  thought 
fit  to  take  him,  the  right  boo.  Barmt 
was  not  to  blame.  He  would  not  take 
any  factious  part;  he  saw  in  the  richt 
hon.  Baronet  much  to  respect  and  admrA, 
but  he  did  not  legislate  upon  natunl 
principles;  he  believed  that  he  becanie 
more  natural  last  year,  ke  had  reduced  the 
price  of  articles  imported  nearer  to  an 
average  amount;  yet  he  (Mr.  Munli) 
asked  whether  he  had  benefitted  the  coun- 
try >  Whilst  many  interests  had  beeH 
sensiUy  injored,  most  had  not  been  bene- 
fitted. The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  been 
duly  called  in,  be  had  received  his  fee,  he 
had  been  practising  for  two  years.  Vbm 
far  the  state  of  the  patient  was  improfnd 
under  the  treatment  it  was  for  tke  jpabKc 
to  say;  but,  as  far  as  he  (Mr.  Mnntt) 
had  gone  among  the  people,  ke  had  beard 
universal  compbiints.  Tney  had  expected, 
when  a  firm  Government  had  been  estab* 
lished,  something  would  be  done,  lliey 
found  that  insteiid  of  improvement,  ther 
were  proceeding  from  bad  to  worse.  It 
was  a  question  of  price ;  what  was  tke 
cost  of  production,  and  what  was  the  prioe 
of  the  sale.  What  was  ^the  reason  why 
the  manufiacturers  ofthisioountry  were  not 
remunerated  like  any  others?  We  kad 
by  our  Corn-laws  fixed  the  average  rata  of 
food  materially  higher  than  the  net  of 
Euione.  One  woaU  bam  tbon^t  that 
the  labourers  might  have  fiim  thdr 
wages  to  the  same  average  rate;  not  only 
were  they  not  enabled  so  to  do,  they  were 
prevented  from  doiiy  it.  He  acknow- 
ledged that  the  agncnltoriats  ought  to 
have  protection;  but  he  said  they  mm 
wrong  in  their  mode  of  taking  it.  He 
said  it  was  not  right  to  gire  pnSection  Ibr 
one  neat  article  of  life,  unless  tfiey  abo 
raised  the  wi^  of  the  laboozen.  He 
said  that  our  Corn-laws  xaieed  the  priee 
of  food  here  50  per  c«it.  higher  tbrn 
b  the  rest  of  Europe,  whilst  our  momj 
law  depressed  the  wages  just  as  mvcn 
per  cent.  They  fixed  the  value  of  the 
ounce  ofrilvernylaw:  having  fiied  that 
valnoi  they  fixed  Ae  rate  m  eiduuigo 
by  that  vahie ;  having  fised^  the  cato  of 
exdiange,  they  fixed  Sie  aelling  priee  of 
every  vtide  of  exporti  and  by  fixing  the 
selling  price  of  every  aitide  of  exportt  tkey 
fixed  the  rate  of  wages.  Ik^  gnre  an 
ardwD  6s^  and  expected  kirn  with  thitt  Bm. 
to  boT  7#.  M.  worth  of  bread.  He  iMkod 
the  House  how  5s.  would  mahe  an  wdiia 
cooifbrtaMe  and  htmj  if  ka  had  la  apend 
7i.  6SiL  fi»  tmL   Imf  mm/t  repeal  av 
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Corn-lavs  aod  reduce  the  price  of  food  ta 

the  same  rale  as  in  other  parts  of  Europe, 

or  ne  mutt  loee  this  export  trade.   If  they 

did  not  do  this,  they  must  alter  the  value 

of  BJlTcr,     Time  would  show  which  would 

be  done  fir»t — hut  the  one  or  the  other 

muit  be  done.     The  right  hoo.  Geatleman 

the  Vice-Prerident  of  the  Board  of  Trade 

lamented  that  the  riches  of  the  country 

increaaed  whilst  the  majority  of  the  people 

were  becoming  poorer.     Could  he  be  sur- 

priaed  at  this  ?     He  said  that  this  was  ao 

UDuatural  state.  Every  one  looked  through    ._.  _,  ^  „„„^  „.  .„^„  ,„  „„  .„  ■..mem 

spectacles  of  the  wrong  material -some    o"f'foreiBo""t'^tiM.'"''He'"t™rt«r''A^l  Ih^ 

looked   through    Tory  speciaclM.    others    great  article  of  sngar  would  be  soon  dealt 

through    Whig    spectacles,    and     others  ,  ,ith,  ,bat  ihe  Go«rnmeni  would  f    "  " 


country  like  Portugal  shoold  : 
produce  as  it  had  done,  a  great  deMcatiM 
io  the  English  revenue.  He  woald  not 
press  Dpon  the  Government  impioptrly, 
in  matters  which  were  delicate  to  hutdle; 
but  still  he  would  urge  the  great  utctmtj 
of  the  completion  of  those  outsoadiDg 
negotiations,  especially  the  treaty  with 
Braiil.  Sugar  and  silk  were  two  artielea 
oo  which  it  had  been  admitted  that  redoo- 
tion  of  duty  was  in  itself  d 
dependenily  of  the  farther  i 
igbt  be  made  of  them  ii 


through  Radical  spectacles,  but  none  look- 
ed throagh  natural  spectacles.  If  time 
would  alter  the  o|iinion  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet — if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would 
beoHne  what  he  called  natural — if  the 
right  hou.  Baronet  would  see  that  the 
price  of  food  and  the  price  of  silver  should 
Dear  some  proportion  in  England  to  its 
price  in  the  rest  of  Europe,  England  would 
once  again  be  merry  England  and  happy 
England ;  Englishmen  would  no  longer 
be  reduced  to  the  state  of  paujters  in  work- 
houses, but  would  be  aUe  to  exclaim  with 
Richard — 

"Now  is  the  winter  of  onr  discontent 
Made  glorious  summer  by  this  Tarnioorlh  sun, 
And  all  the  clouds  that  lowered  upon  our 

In  the  deep  bosom  of  Ihe  ocean  buried." 

Sir  Jofm  Hanmer  objecled  to  the  mo- 
tion, on  account  of  its  entire  want  of 
practical  character ;  because  in  terms  it 
proposed  a  vote  of  censure  on  the  Go- 
vernment, which  intention  in  his  speech 
the  noble  Lord  was  most  aniious  to  dis- 
claim; audit  was  evident  that  neither  he 
nor  any  of  his  friends  were  prepared  wiih 
a  course  of  action,  in  the  event  (which 


consistent  with  their  duly  to  take  mea- 
sures for  putting  it  on  a  heller  basis  in 
the  course  of  this  year.  As  to  silk,  use 
might  be  nsde  of  that  in  adjusting  the 
French  treaty,  which  he  urged  upon  the 
Government  to  pre«a  on ;  and  he  hoped 
that  if  Portugal  continued  in  her  present 
impraclrcable  temper  and  condition,  sneb 
arrangements  would  be  made  as  to  the 
admission  of  French  wines,  and  generally 
as  to  a  French  treaty,  as  wonld  aetlle 
the  pretensions  of  Portugal  to  supply  «■ 
exclusively  for  the  fature.  Bnt  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  ought  oot  to  object  loo 
much  to  the  waot  of  completion  of  these 
things;  for  his  Collesgue,  the  noble  Lord, 
the  Member  for  Tiverton,  knew  well  their 
diSiculty;  and  though  be  thanked  the 
noble  Lord  for  the  great  attention  which 
it  was  well  known  he  had  paid  for  icn 
years  to  the  subject  of  commercial  treaties 
yet  he  bad  left  a  larf;e  legacy  of  them  un- 
seilled  to  his  successor.  With  regard  to 
the  Corn-law,  he  differed  from  aome  oo 
(hat  Me  of  tbe  House  :  and  be  repealed 
whai  he  had  said  last  year,  that  it  wonld 
be  most  beneficial  to  the  country  that  we 
should  come  to  a  settlement  of  that  ques- 
WBi,  however,  impossible  to  anticipate)  of  tion  oo  the  principle  of  a  moderate  fixed 
'    I  being  carried.     Still  he  did    duty.     He  dealt  in  assertion  at  to  this, 


not  wish  to  give  his  vole  against  the  mo- 
lion,  under  tbe  present  circumstances  of 
the  country,  without  expressing  his  opi- 
nion that  much  good  might  proceed  from 
legislutive  as  well  as  from  admin ittrativu 
measures.  He  wasaware  or  the  diBicully 
which  had  been  round  in  the  adjustment 
of  foreign  treaties,  and  of  the  reserve 
which  it  was  proper  for  the  Government 
(o  maintain  up  to  a  certain  point  regarding 
them.  Yei  it  was  loo  much  that  this 
country  should  be  baffled  year  after  year 
in  those  affairs,  and  that  the  policy  of  a 


the  present  debate,  which  it  would  be 
improper  to  prolong  by  extended  argti- 
ment  on  so  many  things;  he  would  be 
ready  to  argue  it  at  ■  more  desirable  tiase. 
liut  he  desired  to  impress  upon  tbe  House 
and  upon  the  Government,  that  time  was 
passing  by,  that  there  wus  a  great  vague 
abiitract  idea  spreading  through  the  coun- 
try,  which,  like  all  abstract  ideas,  was 
passionately  grsspcd  by  the  people  in 
their  misery,  that  all  taxes  upon  food 
should  be  abohshed.  If  that  were  the 
case,  what  was  to  become  of  the  reveaaef 
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The  longer  they  delayed  the  settlement  of 
the  question  upon  a  principle  harmonious 
with  that  on  which  they  had  acted  suc- 
cessfully in  so  many  cases,  the  greater 
the  difficulty  would  be  found  of  levying 
any  duty  at  all  on  articles  of  consumption. 
They  had  a  proof  of  this  last  night,  in 
the  letter  which  the  late  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  had  found  cause 
to  write,  and  which  had  been  read  by 
the  Member  for  Winchester :  he  entirely 
agreed  in  the  view  taken  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Labouchere)  upon  that 
subject.  But  forseeing  what  would  arise 
if  this  feeling  against  levying  any  duty  on 
articles  of  consumption  was  not  allayed 
by  the  institution  of  moderate  fixed  rates, 
favourable  to  consumption,  and  favourable 
to  commerce  and  employment,  he  urged 
the  necessity  of  such  an  arrangement,  and 
it  mattered  not  in  what  capacity  he  did 
so ;  for  he  would  do  it  equally,  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  bound  to  consider  all 
the  various  and  complicated  interests  of 
the  country,  as  the  representative  of  a 
great  commercial  constituency,  or  as 
a  landowner,  interested  to  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  his  fortune  in  land.  They  talked 
of  '*  complicated  interests,"  which  it  was 
difficult  to  reconcile;  but  he  implored 
them  not  to  make  doubly  complex  the  in- 
terests of  the  country  by  introducing  into 
their  arrangement  eccentric  forces,  which 
would  do  nothing  but  disturb.  The  inexpe- 
dient character  of  the  motion  of  the  noble 
Lord  had  been  illustrated  early  in  the  de- 
bate. What  would  be  the  result  of  an  open 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  in  which 
questions  were  mooted,  such  as  that  which 
had  been  annexed  by  way  of  amendment 
by  the  right  hon.  Mem'oer  for  Knaresbo*  ' 
rough?  It  was  lamentable,  considering 
that  any  words  spoken  there  were  looked 
to  throughout  the  country,  and  that  there 
went  a  certain  degree  of  authority  with 
them,  that  any  one  should  be  found,  as 
there  had  been  in  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, seriously  to  advance  the  opinion 
that  machinery,  looked  at  as  a  man  of 
common  sense  should  look  at  it,  was  an 
evil,  and  ought  to  be  taxed.  It  was  im 
possible  to  regard  the  multiplied  and  ma- 
nifold contrivances  of  mechanical  skill, 
which  were  the  characteristic  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  without  being  impressed  with 
the  belief,  that  their  development  was  the 
especial  work  of  Providence ;  and  if  they 
would  only  act  up  to  the  height  of  that 
great  argument,  they  would  find  machi- 
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nery  to  be  a  blessing  and  no  curse.  But 
in  order  to  do  that,  they  must  enlarge 
their  boundaries — they  must  resolve  to 
continue  a  great  commercial  people — they 
must  regard  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  as 
their  customers — and  by  their  policy  they 
must  make  them  so.  Thev  must  use  every 
effort  to  cause  consumption  to  be  unre- 
strained, and  they  must  bi^lieve  that  the 
prosperity  of  the  hoipe  and  foreign  market, 
was  identical,  that  the  home  was  linked 
with  the  foreign  trade.  He  was  opposed 
to  organic  changes;  but  looking  at  the 
present  condition  of  the  country,  he  fore- 
saw that  if  it  were  not  remedied,  if  the 
matters  which  he  advocated  were  not 
touched  upon,  and  a  beneficial  alteration 
made  in  those  respects,  that  other  changes 
would  be  pressed  forward  with  a  force 
which  it  might  be  difficult  to  withstand. 
It  would  be  withstood  no  doubt ;  but  how 
would  the  country,  weak  from  such  exer- 
tions, find  itself  then  better  able  to  deal 
with  hostile  tariffs  and  the  jealousy  of 
other  nations  ?  He  would,  therefore  com- 
bine the  vote  he  would  give  against  the 
motion  of  the  noble  Lo^,  with  the  ex- 
pression of  his  decided  opinion,  that  if 
they  wished  to  avoid  future  and  remedy 
present  evils,  they  must  look  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  commerce  of  the  country-— 
they  must  get  rid  of  that  old  fallacy  of 
protection  which  was  at  the  bottom  of  so 
many  disasters;  and  he  trusted  that  on 
the  fair  stream  of  commerce  the  sails  of 
England  would  long  be  set  and  her  star 
prevail. 

Mr.  P.  M.  Stewart  thought  it  had  been 
admitted  that  there  was  at  the  presen 
moment  an  unprecedented  degree  of  dis- 
treu :  there  was  but  one  exception,  which 
was  in  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, the  Home  Secretary.last  night,  when 
he  attempted  to  explain  away  some  of  the 
statem.^nts  of  that  distreu.  He  had  emi- 
nently failed  in  doing  so,  and  remember- 
ing a  similar  attempt  made  eighteen 
months  ago,  when  petitions  of  distress 
were  presented,  be  (Mr.  Stewart)  was  sur- 
prised that  the  right  hon.  Secretary  should 
again  have  ventured  on  snch  «  coarse* 
Ine  national  interests  were  in  a  state  of 
the  most  complete  prostration,  our 
were  decaying  in  onr  harbours,  our 
nofiictures  were  deteriorating  in  oor  m^^ 
houses,  and  oor  people,  wougb  willing 
to  work,  were  stalking  aboot  in  idleness 
and  povertt,  in  the  midst  of  the  bonii>- 
ties  of  nature.  With  s«ch  a  state  of  diings 
SB 
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in  existenea,  how  could  the  House  refute 
its  sanction  (o  ihti  motion  ;  how  could 
hoD.  Members,  the  repreientativei  of  ihis 
deeply  diilrcssed  people  content  them- 
selvet  wiih  sitling  in  their  seats,  awaiting 
the  arrival  of  any  aid  which  Povidence 
might  send  ihem.  He  mid  this  because, 
notwithstunding  the  admiision  of  the 
existing  distresses  of  the  people,  ilie 
Government  had  come  forward  w  ithno 
■peciGc  measure  for  iheir  relief.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Vice- Pre- 
sident of  (he  Boaid  of  Trade  had  all  but 
seconded  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord  ; 
for  what  wai  the  amount  of  the  variegated 
speech  which  he  had  delivered  ?    He  said, 

"  I  agree  in  the  exiitencc  or  that  gt^iieral 
diitreii  wliich  the  noble  Laid  had  so  fully  and 
feelingly  described,  atid  which  is  the  ba&ii  of 
this  motion  ;  1  agree  also  in  the  remedy  pointed 
out  by  ihe  noble  Lonl — namely,  the  eitension 
of  ihe  means  for  ihe  employment  of  labour ; 
but  roy  objection  is,  thai  (he  nuble  Lord  has 
not  itBted  any  specific  remedy  for  the  evils 
which  undoubtedly  exist,  and  on  (hii  ground  1 
oppose  the  motion    as  being  indefinite  and 

But  was  that  a  valid  objection  ?  The; 
had  had  motions  for  committees  on 
Hgriciiliural  distress,  on  the  distresses  of 
the  commercial  and  the  shipping  interests, 
but  were  those  mntions  ever  rejected  be- 
cause (he  mover  did  not  specify  the  pre- 
cise  remedy  which  he  wished  to  apply  7 
The  only  (|nestions  were  these:  did  that 
distress  really  exist  which  was  said  to  pi 
vail?  and  was  there  a  remedy  in  prepai 
tion  for  the  relief  ofthat  distress?  And, if 
there  was  not,  he  maintained  (hot  the  noble 
Lord  was  entitled,  in  accordance  with  the 
duty  of  this  House,  to  the  inquiry  which 
he  sought  to  obtain.  The 
its  form,  embodied  both  the  cause  and 
the  effect.  The  distreiie*  which  existed, 
were  the  result  of  the  difficulties  which 
were  felt  in  procuring  the  necessaries  of 
life.  If  the  distress  which  was  nlle ged  did 
not  cii«,  any  inquiry  into  in 
its  causes  was  unnecessary  ;  bnt  if  the 
country  was  in  a  prosperons  state,  what 
was  Ihe  cause  of  that  depression  in  ihe  re- 
venue which  was  so  deeply  diplored  ?  He 
thought,  that  among  many  others,  there 
wire  three  proximate  causes  for  the  dtf- 
ficiiliie«  which  now  existed  throughout 
the  rountiv — causes  which  were  within 
the   power  and  reach  of  (bnt  llm 
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price  given  (o  articles  which  were  con- 
leiJ  by  the  poor ;  the  second  wu  the 
high  taxation  upon  those  articles  of  con- 
sumption. The  noble  Lord,  the  Hember 
for  Sunderland,  in  moving  for  the  eom- 
ttee,  had  barred  taxation  u  I  cuae  of 
e  distress  ;  but  he  must  have  inteDCM 
refer  to  taxation  in  tbe  aggregate,  whil« 
he  (Mr.  Stewart)  alluded  to  taxation  (M 
articles  of  consumption  by  the  poor.  The 
third  cause  was  the  frequent  intermplion 
if  the  industry  of  the  people,  and  theflnc- 
uations  of  trade,  caused  very  roocb  bj  the 
strife  of  tariffs,  and  the  caprice  of  the 
sliding-scale.  But  they  were  told  ihal, 
in  spite  of  the  tariff  and  (he  Com-fawa, 
the  country  had  enjoyed  a  season  of  profc 
perity,  and  on  Ih  swas  grounded  the  jui- 
tiBcation  of  our  commercial  policy.  Bat 
to  what,  in  fact,  did  this  amount  ?  Owing 
sometimes  to  an  nbnndant  harvest,  which 
could  not  be  prevented,  there  had  been  a 
season  of  prosperity;  and,  in  consequence, 
an  increased  demand  for  labour.  Hewould 
go  no  further  back  than  to  two  years  of 
noted  prosperity  which  this  conntry  kw) 
enjoyed,  perhaps  the  only  two  auch  dnrinf 
(he  last  thirty  yean,  to  show  the  falleey 
of  all  conclusions  drawn  from  iDch  pre- 
mises. The  years  1825  and  IS36  were 
admitted  (a  be  yesra  of  prosperilj.  Tbe 
chnractcri sties  of  those  years  were  tbeae; 
they  were  preceded  by  i 
dance,  and  each  of  (hem 
foreign  loans  ;  in  IS2.^,I<> 
in  1836,  to  North  Am 
melancholy  result  of  tli'i 
well  known  to  be  now  i 
portion  of  these  loans  being  invt 
our  own  manufactotea,  caused  a  K 
demand  on  the  industry  of  (he  p 
this  country,  and  a  prnipetily  f^ 
moment,  but  too  hollow  to  en  ' 
to  he  maintained  it  would  be  a^ain 
much  reliance  was  placed  apoa  lb 
poniry  prosperity  which  had  \%\]icf 
place.  But  he  thought,  that  we  wf 
fair  way  of  altering  our  commercial' 
for  the  better.  The  right  hon.  Oatf 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Board  * 
had  said,  with  respect  to  the  Cs 
that  if  he  were  askeil  who  were  i 
ier<-sted  in  their  being  upheld,  b> 
^»y  the  agricultural  labuurers;  br 
ih'iiight,  that,  in  any  further  I 
which  might  be  made,  the  agrici 
ier*'s(s  would  be  the  most  can  do) 
linwt'Vir,  wjM  the  propo*iiion  whl 
(Mr.  Sti  wart's)  Side  of   the   H 
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denied ;  and  it  was  denied  also  by  most  of  view  on  the  commercial  policy  of  this  eoiin- 
the  practical  Scottish  farmers  of  the  present  try  he  knew  not,  bat  it  was,  in  many  re- 
day^  to  whom  none,  he  belieyed,  were  spects,  so  like  the  speech  delivered  by  the 
superior.  They  said,  that  the  agpricultnrists  right  bon.  Gentleman  the  other  evepiDg, 
had  no  interests  which  were  separable  from  that  he  could  not  help  recommending bim  to 
the  manufacturing  interests  of  the  country;  peruse  it.  It  contained  a  paramph  re* 
and  it  had  been  admitted  by  the  right  hon.  fating  to  hostile  tariffs,  which  he  would 
Baronet,  the  Secretary  for  the  Home  De-  read  to  the  House.  It  waa  as  follows: — 
partment,  as  well  as  the  right  hon.  Baronet  .,  without  anticipaUtig  experience,  but  while 
at  the  head  of  the  Government,  that  the  awaiting  its  instructions,  we^est  for  the  pre- 
best  security  which  the  agricultural  in-  ,ent  in  the  confident  belief  that  England,  with 
terests  could  find,  was  in  the  commercial  courage  and  consistency,  will  succeed,  and 
prosperity  of  the  country.  The  right  hon.  that  ere  long,  in  imparting  to  other  nations 
Gentleman  had  spoken  of  the  temporary  much  of  the  tone  of  her  own  commercial  legls- 
nature  of  the  measures.  !f>ion  ;  «nd  that,  in  d<»pite  of  her  burthens  and 
Mr.  Gladstone  begged  to  set  the  hon,  djfadTaiitages,  she  will  m«ntain  her  commer. 
w  il  •  u.  u  t^A  ^^^,.^A  tk*»  il  cial  position  among  the  nations  of  the  world. 
Member  right.  He  had  argued,  that  it  p^vlded  only  she  can  also  maintain,  or  rather 
was  perfectly  possible  that  measures  might  also  elevate,  the  moral  and  suiritual  life  of  her 
rest  on  arguments,  all  of  which  might  be  own  children,  within  her  borders.  It  is  in  the 
good  for  the  time,  although  some  of  them  creature  roan,  such  as  God  has  made  him  in 
might  be  permanent,  and  some  of  them  this  island,  that  the  moving  cause  of  our  con- 
temporary, roercial  pre-enunence  is  to  be  ftmnd," 

Mr.  P.  M.  Stewart :  In  a  war  of  words  There  was  no  apprehension  of  hostile 
that  explanation  might  serve,  but  whether  tariffs  in  the  mind  of  the  writer,  he 
the  measure  were  temporary,  or  the  argu-  thought,  when  he  wrote  this,  and  by  the 
ment  were  temporary,  he  maintained  that  closest  possible  analogy,  there  ooeht  to  be 
the  vice  of  the  present  Corn-laws  was  as  no  fears  in  the  mind  of  the  right  hon. 
great  as  that  which  had  preceded  it.  Gentleman.  There  was  one  other  point 
This  was  made  manifest  by  the  heavy  im-  in  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
portation  of  nearly  2,000,000  quarters  of  to  which  he  would  refer.  The  right  boo. 
wheat  just  as  our  farmers  were  securing  the  Gentleman  had  spoken  with  good  Chrii- 
late  abundant  harvest,  and  the  explanations  tian  feeling  of  the  vast  accomalaUona  of 
attempted  by  the  right  hon,  Baronet,  the  wealth  which  were  made  by  iodlvidoais  in 
Member  for  Tamwoith,  on  this  point,  were,  certain  classes  of  society  m  cootrasted 
in  the  minds  of  all  practical  men,  utterly  with  the  melancholy  increase  of  poverty 
unsound  and  untenable.  With  regard  throughout  other  more  nomerooa  daaieai 
to  the  argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gen-  and  he  thooght  that  the  subject  was  well 
tleman  upon  the  subject  of  the  shipping  worthy  the  hrtber  attention  of  the  Qo« 
interests,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  luid  vemment.  It  wu  no  new  qneatfim ;  it 
said,  that  the  distresses  of  those  interests  had  been  often  disenaaed  by  some  of  our 
proceeded  from  the  cessation  of  emiffra-  ablest  politicians  and  moralhts,  and  wat 
tion  to  Australia.  He  begged  the  right  well  deserving  oar  mostseriooeattentkm. 
hon.  Gentleman  to  hold  to  this  view  of  When  he  had  lieard  that  j^rt  of  the  speech 
the  question,  and  to  consider  whether,  of  the  right  boo.  Gentleman,  be  remen« 
in  the  present  state  of  the  population  of  bered  at  once  the  expresahm  of  similar 
this  country,  and  of  the  acknowledged  sentimepts,  by  a  favourite  writer  of  hia 
want  of  population  in  our  colonies,  there  country,  he  meant  DngaU  Stewartf  who 
was  not  a  vast  field  presented  wherein,  by  said— 

a  good  and  sound  system  of  emi|ratk)n,  ,,  ^^^  ineflfectotl  ai^  all  our  eibrU  to  pre. 
much  might  be  done  towards  relieving  the  ^^^^  ui^  momU  of  a  people  if  the  laws  w&eh 
distresses  of  our  people  at  home,  and  to-  reflate  the  political  order,  doom  the  o«e4ialf 
wards  contributing  to  the  strength  and  of  mankind  to  indigence,  and  the  other  half  lo 
power  of  our  colonial  possessions.  The  be  the  slaves  of  all  the  MUes  and  tiees  which 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  also  spoken  of  result  fawn  the  insolenee  of  tank  and  tfie  aeJ;; 
the  hostilitv  of  tariffs  as  an  ars;oment  JStiSiiZlS^^ 
against  further  legislation  in  the  direction  ^i^  ^^,  of  indifidoals, wliieh  weeewywMit 
of  free-trade.  Whether  the  right  hon.  ai^  with  in  modem  Saiope,  were  gmdvaily 
Gentleman  had  seen  an  article  which  had  diminisbed  fav  uMifhing  ibe  law  of  cplailip 
appeared  in  the  Foreign  and  Colonial  Re*  and  by  estalmUi^  a  perfect  fticdom  of  in- 

8B2 


743 


Diitnsi  of 


{COMMONS} 


tlu  Country — 


744 


dustry,  il  it  altnosi  scir-evidenl  Ihat  this  simple 
alleration  in  the  order  of  snciety,  an  alleraiinii 
which  has  oflen  been  demOTistraled  (o  be  the 
most  effeeiual,  and  the  most  inrallible  means 
for  promoting  the  wealth  and  population  of  a 
couDlry,  would  contribute  more  than  all  the 
labours  of  moralists  to  secure  the  virtues  ami 
the  happiness  of  all  classes  of  mankind.  It  is 
worthy,  too,  of  remark,  ihut  such  a  plan  of 
reformation  does  not  requite  for  ils  accom- 
pliihment  any  new  or  coicplicaled  institutions, 
and  therefore  does  nol  proceed  upon  any  ex- 
aggerated conceptions  of  the  efticacy  of  human 
policy ;  on  the  contrary,  it  requires  only  the 
gradual  abolition  of  those  arbitrary  and  unjii^tt 
arrangements  by  which  the  order  of  nature  is 
disturbed." 

These  were  the  words  of  Dugald Stewart, 
He  congralulated  the  House  ihsl  such 
sentiments  had  been  adopted  by  the  right 
bon.  GentlemsD,  and  he  hoped  that  t\icy 
would  be  purstied  to  some  practical  result, 
for  the  prevention  of  the  increase  of  the 
evil.  A  great  authority  opposite  had  lated 
that  otir  capital  and  the  powers  of  our  in- 
dustrious classes  were  too  great  for  our 
competitors.  If  that  were  so,  he  said,  let 
them  give  those  powers  and  that  capital 
full  scope,  and  then  he  believed  thut 
we  should  arrive  at  that  point  at  which 
we  all  aimed — the  delivery  of  our  popu- 
lation from  distress.  It  had  been  written 
b;  a  moralist,  "  that  it  was  our  nature 
to  want  and  our  privilege  to  ask."  This, 
however,  was  said,  be  believed,  in  re- 
ference to  higher  interests  even  than 
(hose  which  they  were  now  discussing;; 
hut  he  maintained,  and  he  believed  the 
House  would  agree  with  him,  that  it 
not  natural  that  a  people  such  as  this 
tion  should  be  suSering  in  the  tnidsi  of 
plenty ;  it  was  not  natural — it  was 
wise — it  was  not  righlthat  [he  benefic 
of  the  Creator  should  be  obstructed  and 
frustrated  by  any  law  of  his  creatures. 
What  he  now  asked  the  Governmeni  wui, 
that  they  should  enable  the  representatives 
of  a  distressed  people  to  do  away  wlih 
these  hindrances  and  obstructions  to  ihei 
occupations  and  comforts  ;  and  if  they  dii 
not  by  the  adoption  of  this  motion  or  by 
some  measures  of  their  own  pursue  some 
course  for  the  deliverance  and  protcctior 
of  the  people  they  would  incur  a  heav] 
and  awful  responsibility.  The  hon.  Gen 
tieraen  opposite,  who,  on  the  invocation  o 
the  ri|^h(  hon.  Baronet  the  Secrelcry  for 
the  Home  Department,  were  loconsiitul 
the  great  niajurily  by  which  the  motion  i 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Sundei 
land  was  to  be  negativeit,  would,  he  ho^iei 


he  able  to  reconcile  the  voles  they  might 
to  their  own  consciences  when  the 
of  the  debate  was  over;  but  they 
not  be  surprised  when  they  returiwd 
eir  constituents,  whose  hearli  wen 
-lick,  because  their  hopes  were  blighted,  if 
hey  heard  from  ihem  the  un welcome  tralli, 
'  That  party  is,  sometimes,  the  roaduea 
if  many,  for  the  ^ain,  only,  of  the  few." 

Mr.  Colguhoun  said  that  the  hon.  Mm- 
ber  who  bad  just  sat  down  had  favoured 
Lite  House  with  an  impressive  warning 
1st  the  heats  of  party,  and  ibe  strife 
of  debate;  and  he  thought  that,  in  the 
latter  respect,  at  least,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
was,  at  least,  free  from  blame,  for,  although 
debate  had  now  reached  the  fourth 
t  of  ils  continuance,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
had  seen  or  heard  little  of  what  had 
been  ssid,  and  had,  as  it  appeared  to  him, 
much  misconceived  many  of  the  argumenu 
which  had  been  adduced.  The  hon. 
Member  could  not  have  beard  the  bon. 
Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  G.  Wood)  per- 
form the  duty  of  commentator  upon  the 
test  of  his  noble  relative  the  Member  for 
Sunderland;  for  the  hoo.  Member  who 
had  just  sat  down  urged  that  an  inquiry 
was  necessary  in  order  to  derive  >  remedy 
from  the  concentrated  and  accumulated 
wisdom  of  the  House.  The  hon.  Oeotle- 
man,  as  well  as  all  the  other  bon.  Members 
who  addressed  the  House  from  the  oppo- 
site side,  dwell  on  the  state  of  distren, 
but  none  of  them  seemed  to  agroo  U  to 
the  best  mode  of  removing  that  diitraie. 
A  great  many  suggestions  had  been  made, 
but  hatdly  two  Members  recommended 
the  same  remedy.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Dumfries  has  proposed  to  get  rid  «rf  the 
excise  and  customs,  with  the  view  of  alle- 
viating the  distress.  [Mr.  Ewart  htul  not 
said  anything  of  the  kind.]  He  of  coarse 
bowed  at  once  to  the  denial  of  the  hon. 
Member,  but  he  found  thai  the  obeerva- 
tions  of  the  hoo.  Member  had  not  only 
been  misapprehended  by  him,  but  abo  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Halifax;  and  be 
well  remembered  the  countenance  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Portsmouih  and  bis  action — tendetu  ad 
sidera  pulmai  protesting  against  such 
monstrous  opinions  being  broached  inthat 
House,  where  tliey  were  compelled  to  raise 
annually  fifty  millions  in  taxes  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  the  interest  of  the  debt 
und  the  maintenance  of  the  national  esia- 
liliKhmenls.  Dut  there  was  one  point 
which  had  been  dilated  upon  by  the  hon. 
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Member  for  Wolverhampton,  and  glanced 
at  by  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat 
down.  They  said,  that  **  this  is  a  great 
producing  and  manufacturing  country,  and 
that  the  difficulty  under  which  we  labour 
is,  that  we  cannot  sell  our  goods  to  an 
adequate  extent  abroad,  because  we  refuse 
to  take  from  foreign  countries  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  their  produce."  "  Open," 
said  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  ''our  por- 
tals— remove  restrictions — let  their  pro- 
duce flow  in,  and  you  will  then  be  enabled 
to  return  a  corresponding  amount  of  your 
manufactures."  Now,  he  did  not  mean 
to  enter  into  a  theoretical  discussion  whe- 
ther this  principle  were  correct  or  not, 
because  the  body  he  now  addressed— the 
House  of  Commonsi  were,  or  ought  to  be, 
engaged  in  practical  business,  devising,  if 
they  could,  a  remedy  for  the  distress  which 
now  lay  upon  the  country  ;  and  what  had 
been  stated  to  be  the  origin  of  the  distress? 
The  hon.  Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr. 
Muntz)  had  to-night  ascribed  it  to  the  fact, 
that  the  English  manufacturer  could  not 
send  his  goods  abroad  to  sell  them  to  a 
pro6t.  Take  the  iron  and  cotton  trades, 
for  instance,  and  what  was  the  fact  ?  He 
would  quote  the  opinions  of  men  engaged 
in  those  three  trades — men  of  great  prac- 
tical experience ;  and  what  said  Mr.  Wil- 
son— a  gentleman  who  perhaps  did  more 
business  in  the  iron  trade  than  any  other 
man  in  the  kingdom  ?  What  did  he  say 
as  to  the  practical  difficulty  of  sending 
iron  goods  abroad  ?  He  stated  that  it  was 
because  if  they  were  sent  to  the  Freocb 
market  they  would  be  liable  to  a  duty  of 
1 00  per  cent.,  and  if  to  America  to  a  duty 
of  21 1  per  cent  He  stated  that  it  was  not 
because  he  had  not  returns,  but  because  he 
could  not  sell  his  goods  to  a  profit,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  tremendous  duties  levied 
upon  them.  Again,  Mr.  James  Thom- 
son, a  gentleman  well  known  in  the  cotton 
trade,  as  a  most  extensive  calico  printer, 
remarked,  '*  I  cannot  send  my  calicoes 
abroad,  not  because  I  have  not  returns, 
but  because  the  duties  upon  them  in 
France,  Germany,  and  America  are  so 
heavy  that  I  cannot  sell  them  to  a  profit." 
Now,  these  were  the  opinions  of  practical 
men  dealing  with  this  question.  Mr. 
Thomson  went  on  to  add,  that  be  was 
greatly  apprehensive  that  in  consequence 
of  the  system  of  hostile  tariffs  (which  had 
been  so  lightly  treated  by  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers), this  country  would  be  completely 
beaten  out  of  the  German  and  other  eon* 


tinental  markets  by  the  high  duties. 
Again,  Mr.  McGregor,  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  who  might  be  regarded  as  a 
reluctant  witness  on  a  matter  of  this 
kind,  was  obliged  to  admit  that  our 
manufactured  cottons  could  not  compete 
in  Germany  with  the  manufactures  of  that 
country  in  consequence  of  the  duties,  but 
he  added,  that  we  ought  to  set  that  coun- 
try the  example  of  lowering  the  duty. 
This  country  ought  not  to  shut  its  eyes  to 
the  fact,  that  following  whatever  course  of 
policy  you  might,  as  had  been  shown  by 
Colonel  Torrens  in  his  recent  pamphlet, 
which  was  quoted  last  night  by  his  right 
hon.  Friend,  (Sir  J.  Graham)  that  we  meC 
with  every  impediment  to  exclude  us  from 
foreign  markets — that  lines  of  circum- 
vallation  had  been  drawn  round  Switzer- 
land, (the  pattern  country  of  free-trade), 
France,  Germany,  and  the  United  States, 
with  the  view  of  establishing,  not  the  prin- 
ciple of  protection,  but  he  was  sorry  to 
say  that  of  prohibition.  Meeting  in  that 
House  as  practical  men,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  a  great  scheme  of  policv, 
hon.  Members  must  know  that  they  could 
not  expect,  by  the  mere  expression  of 
their  opinions,  to  change  the  rooted  con- 
viction of  the  inhabitants  of  those  coon, 
tries,  who  said  that  they  were  only  follow- 
ing the  example  set  by  this  country,  in 
affording  protection  to  their  own  manufac- 
tures. On  this  ground  he  did  not  think 
that  we  could,  with  any  very  sanguine 
expectations,  look  to  any  great  exten- 
sion of  our  markets  on  the  continent. 
But  what  were  the  causes  of  the  existing 
distress,  which  he  acknowledged  and  de- 
plored ?  Would  the  House  bear  with  hinoi 
while  he  stated  one  or  two  facts  whbh 
developed  the  real  causes?  In  1833  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  then  existing  mannfacturing  distress, 
and  what  were  the  statements  made  before 
that  committee  by  the  two  most  intelligent 
gentlemen,  —  Mr.  Kirkman  Finlay,  of 
Glasgow,  and  Mr.  Greg,  of  Manchester? 
Those  gentlemen  distinctly  stated  that  the 
manufacturers  were  suffering  from  compe* 
tition  with  the  foreigners.  The  cause  of 
the  present  distress  was  overproduction. 
In  1820  there  were  only  1»4()0  power- 
looms,  in  1830  there  were  60,000.  In 
1835,  100,000.  Inl835-6  there  was  an 
amount  of  prodoction  quite  unprecedented, 
and  a  fast  amoant  of  fictitioos  capital  was 
afloat.  The  depressed  state  of  the  agrical- 
total  interest  at  Hm  period  would  be  re* 
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membered,     A  vaKt  amount  of  capital  was 
taken  from    agricultural     purposes    and 
thrown  into  manufactures,  and  the  effect 
was  to  produce  in  those  years  an  amount  of 
manufactures  totally  unprecedented.    Ac- 
cording to  Mr.  James  Wilson's  statement, 
iberewere  18,000  bags  of  cotton  imported 
in  1835,  and  in  1838,  after  all  this  produc- 
tion, 24,000  bags.  In  I835,326,000,000ib. 
were  used ;  in  1838, 460,000,0001b.    The 
noble  Lord  opposite  had  alluded  to  the 
condition  of  the  town  of  Sunderland.     In 
that  town,  to  show  the  vast  increase  of 
production  in  the  years  1835,  1836,  and 
1837,     there    were     built     330    ships ; 
in    1838,    1839,   and   1840,    there   were 
built     nearly     double    that    number, — 
namely,  648.     With  such  an  amount  of 
production,  how  was  it  possible  to  suppose 
that  any  market  in  the  world  should  not 
be  glutted  ?     Numerous  speculations  and 
overproduction  would  always  produce  the 
same  effect  of  a  great  glut  and  great  de- 
pression  in   manufactures.      The  foreign 
policy  of  the  noble  Lord  the  late  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs  might  have  been  per- 
fect ;  he  would  assume  that  it   was  but 
through  his  instrumentality  our  trade  with 
Buenos  Ayres  with  Mexico,  with  China, 
with  Java,  and  the  coast  of  Africa  had 
been   interrupted.     Assume,   as   he  con- 
tended, that  he  had  on  all  occasions  vindi- 
cated the  honour  of  the  British  name,  yet 
it  was  the  fact  that  British  trade  had  been 
interrupted  in  all  these  channels,  while, 
at   the  same    time,  our  over  production 
was  enormous.     Instead  then  of  having 
our  channels  of  foreign  trade  flowing  un- 
impeded, we  had  had  several  of  the  prin- 
cipal arteries  of  that  trade  stopped,  and 
the  produce  which   ought  to  have  passed 
through  them  thrown  back  on  this  country. 
He  ^ould  oppose  such  a  shock  to  industry 
as  would  be  produced  by  a  violent  change 
of  the  Corn-iaws,  not  for  the  sake  of  the 
agriculturists  alone,  but  for  the  sake  of  the 
manufacturers ;    yes,    on    their    account 
chiefly,  for  what  was  the  fact  of  their  de- 
pendence  upon    agricultural   prosperity? 
The  value  of  the  produce  of  manufactures 
in    this    country  was   180,000,000/.    per 
annum,  of  which  47,000,000/.  worth  went 
to   the    foreign    market,    which    was   not 
able   or   willing    to    receive    more ;    but 
133,000,000/.  worth   of  manufacture  per 
annum  was   taken  by  the   home  market, 
and  that  market  they  were  about  to  ruin. 
What   did   the   Stockport  manufacturers 
say  ?    That  the  home  market  was  of  the 


utmost  consequence  to  them ;  that  fioia 
the  state  of  the  home  market  they  had 
been  manufacturing  for  the  foreign  market, 
which  they  found  to  be  already  glutted  aod 
oppressed.  And  now  they  wanted  to  force 
their  manufactures  on  that  market  already 
glutted  and  overlaid.  According  to  Mr. 
Greg^s  pamphlet,  the  effect  of  the  tariff 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  beeo  to 
lower  prices  40  per  cent.  Though  he  did 
not  agree  with  him  to  that  extent,  no  one 
after  that  could  say  that  the  tariff  had 
done  nothing.  The  prices  of  agricultural 
produce  had  fallen  steadily  every  decade 
of  years  since  the  war ;  this  might  force 
the  farmers  to  the  exercise  of  more  skill 
in  husbandry,  and  in  that  they  would  6tid 
their  account;  but,  as  population  increased* 
prices  would  again  rise,  and  it  might  agaiD 
be  necessary  to  depress  the  scale  of  aeri- 
cultural  prices.  If  it  were  done  as  it  bad 
been  last  year  by  his  right  hon.  Friend, 
with  the  same  caution,  practical  wiadoai, 
and  attention  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
times,  it  would  be  done,  as  it  bad  been, 
in  a  way  not  to  shake  agricultural  in- 
terest, and  that  would  be  a  courae 
the  best  for  the  farmer,  but,  above 
all,  the  best  fur  the  mauufactorer. 
On  the  question  which  peculiar  barihen 
were  borne  by  agriculture,  he  would  not 
refer  to  the  authority  of  Adam  Smith,  bet 
to  that  of  Mr.  M'Culloch,  of  whom  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton  declared 
himself  the  disciple  some  years  ago.  Mr. 
M'Culloch,  in  the  pamphlet  which  he 
lately  wrote  on  the  Corn-laws,  said  that  it 
had  been  stated  that  land  was  more  heavily 
taxed  than  any  other  species  of  properly 
in  this  country;  if  so,  the  owners  of  land 
were  justified  in  demanding  a  protecting 
duty  on  their  produce  sufficient  to  coun- 
ter-balance  these  burthens,  and  this  coald 
not  be  refused  to  them  without  sacrificing 
every  principle  of  justice.  Were  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  prepared  to  declare 
that  land  was  not  more  heavily  taxed 
than  other  descriptions  of  property?  He 
thought  that  this  could  not  be  done,  if  it 
were  recollected  that  the  Poor-rates,  the 
Land-tax,  and  other  burthens  fell  much 
more  heavily  on  the  agricultural  than 
on  the  manufacturing  districts.  In  con- 
clusion, he  could  not  see  any  possible 
advantage  that  could  result  from  the 
adoption  of  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord, 
and  it  must  be  productive  of  the  evil  of 
exciting  expectations  which  must  end  io 
disappointment. 
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Mr.  Ewart  (in  explanation)  said,  that 
he  had  been  accused  by  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  Colquhoun)  of  using  treasonable 
language  against  those  venerable  institu- 
tions, the  Boards  of  Customs  and  Excise. 
What  he  reully  said  was  this — that  the 
extension  of  the  principles  of  Free-trade, 
combined  with  the  increase  of  foreign 
competition,  would  ultimately  have  the 
effect  of  turning  taxation,  from  articles 
now  paying  Customs'  aud  Excise  duties, 
towards  accumulated  capital ;  or,  in  other 
words  of  commuting  indirect,  for  more 
direcf,  taxation;  and  he  had  shown  that 
this  opinion  bad  passed  through  the  mind 
of  Mr.  Huskisson  in  the  last  year  of  his 
life,  and  been  expressed  by  him  in  the 
last  speech  which  he  had  delivered. 

Mr.  F.  Baring  said,  that  a  good  deal  of 
the  discussion  hitherto  had  turned,  more 
than  he  should  have  thought  it  possible, 
on  the  form  of  the  motion ;  and  he  would, 
therefore,  say  a  few  words  on  that  point, 
before  he  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the 
substance  of  that  motion,  and  the  argu« 
ments  which  had  been  brought  forward 
respecting  it.  As  he  understood  the  mo- 
tion, it  arose  from  this  circumstance,  that 
her  Majesty  having  been  advised  by  her 
Ministers,  in  her  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
to  refer  in  distinct  terms  to  the  great  dis* 
tress  prevalent  throughout  the  country, 
the  Government  had  declared  that  it 
was  not  prepared  to  propose  any  mea- 
sure in  consequence  of  that  distress* 
His  noble  Friend,  being  of  opinion  that 
there  were  measures  which  the  Govern* 
ment  might  and  ought  to  propose,  which 
might  meet  and  mitigate  that  distress, 
with  the  view  of  calling  on  the  House  for 
its  opinion  on  that  subject,  had  taken  the 
regular  and  constitutional  course  of  pro« 
posing  to  refer  the  declaration  made  by 
her  Majesty  to  a  committee  of  the  House. 
His  noble  Friend  had  not  shrunk  from 
stating  the  opinion  he  held.  He  bad 
stated,  too,  the  remedy  which  be  pro* 
posed ;  he  declared  over  and  over  affaio 
his  firm  conviction  that  it  was  a  mitiga* 
tion  of  the  restrictions  in  our  commercial 
code  to  which  we  had  to  look  for  a  remedy 
for  the  distress ;  and  it  was  this  view  ana 
this  opinion  that  bis  noble  Friend  had  io 
the  fairest  and  frankest  manner  put  be-> 
fore  the  country,  and  he  was,  tberefortf 
much  surprised  at  the  mode  in  which  it 
had  been  met ;  no,  he  was  not  snrpriaod 
at  it— not  by  any  means,  for  a  loo^  eipe- 
rience  of  the  proceedings  of  hon.  Geatle^ 


men  opposite  had  taught  him  that  they 
found  it  more  easy  to  meet  the  form  of  a 
motion  like  this,  than  to  meet  the  question 
itself  in  a  frank,  and  manly,  and  open 
manner.  And  what  was  the  objectioii 
which  had  been  taken  to  the  motion  f  Tha 
right  hon.  the  Vice-President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  had  made  one  speech  against  it;, 
but  this  had  proved  by  no  means  satisiiM* 
tory  to  the  beads  of  the  Government,  and 
accordingly  last  pight  the  right  bon«  Se- 
cretary for  the  Home  Department  was  put 
up  to  make  what  was  technically  caUed 
a  stout  speech ;  and  a  stout  speech  it  was, 
containing  some  very  extraordinary  state- 
ments and  declarations.  In  the  first 
place,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  declared 
that  this  motion  was  nothing  but  a  bit  of 
parliamentary  tactics;  every  body  per- 
fectly  understood,  said  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  **  what  the  motion  meansj^^ery 
body  knew  it  was  a  motion  of  mfX")if 
confidence ;"  and  when  the  hon.  Bl^telieir 
for  Halifax  referred  to  the  0|Q^M  made 
b^  the  Paymaster-general  i^|J|P^ -ihe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  flt|t||'^^;  tto 
precedent  at  all  in  favour  of  the  view 
which  the  noble  Member  for  Sunderland 
wished  to  have  taken  of  his  preset^t  pro* 
ceediog,  for  the  motion  of  1830,  siaid  he, 
was  essentially  a  party  motion — a  motion 
of  want  of  confidence,  for  the  purpose  of 
turning  out  th.e  right  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
were  then  in  office,  and  who  were  now 
again  in  oflke,  aided  by  the  right  hon. 
Getotleman  himself,  which  party  motion, 
for  which  party  purposes  solely,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  declared  he  had  sup- 
ported; a  declaration  he  ^Mr,  Baring) 
would  snbmit  not  ?ery  creditable  to  um 
nf\\t  hon.  Gentleman;  admitting,  as  it 
did,  that  under  cover  of  a  motion  as  to 
the  distress  of  the  country,  he  had  in 
reality  voted  for  the  purpose  of  ousting 
the  existing  ministry;  The  right  hon.  Gen* 
tkman  had  referred  to  Lord  Althorp ;  but 
he  bemi  to  state  that  Lord  Althorp  voted 
for  that  motion,  because  he  thought 
it  a  fiiir  and  right  one;  stating,  in  the 
most  distinct  terns,  that  he  would  not 
vote  for  it  if  it  had  exprcMed  want  of  con- 
fidence,  and  so  said  Mr.  Broogban* 
There  was  another  precedent  which  be 
fMr.  Barinff)  might  refer  to.  In  1834, 
Lord  Chandos  brought  forward  a  motkm 
on  the  distress  of  the  agricaltnral  interastt 
on  the  motion  that  the  Ronse  iboold  ra** 
solve  itsdf  into  a  eoeuiiictee  of  sepply, 
^Iha^in  anyfsdMtioi|oftbabaltbsasel 
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the  country,  which  it  may  be  practicable  to 
effect  by  a  remission  of  taxes,  due  regard 
should  be  had  to  the  necessity  of  relieving  at 
the  present  period  the  distressed  condition  of 
the  agricultural  interest  adverted  to  in  her 
Majesty's  Speech." 

That  was  a  motion  in  reference  to  the 
distress  of  the  agricultural  interest,  and 
what  did  Lord  Chandos  say  when  he 
brought  it  forward  ? 

**  He  protested  that  he  was  in  no  way 
animated  by  a  desire  to  oppose  the  Govem- 
roent*'' 

Upon  that  occasion,  a  large  number  of  the 
usual  supporters  of  the  Government  voted 
in  favour  of  Lord  Chandos  and  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir  R.  Peel)  he  saw, 
expected  to  be  reminded  that  he  voted  for 
it.  Every  objection  which  could  be  taken 
against  the  motion  of  his  right  hon.  Friend 
was,  of  course,  applicable  to  that  motion, 
for  it  was  equally  indistinct ;  it  was  accom- 
panied with  no  detail,  and  parties  voted  for 
it  who  held  very  different  opinions  on 
other  topics;  one  strong  proof  of  which 
was,  that  both  Mr.  O'Connell  and  Mr. 
Cobbett  voted  in  the  minority  with  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  Need  he  say  more 
upon  this  mode  of  meeting  the  proposition 
of  his  right  hon.  Friend  ?  Every  dexter- 
ous debater  know  what  kind  of  arguments 
might  be  used  upon  such  occasions  like 
the  present ;  but  they  were  common-place 
arguments,  and  be  must  say  that  the  op- 
ponents of  the  motion  had  involved  the 
matter  in  those  arguments,  because  they 
found  it  more  easy  to  shirk  the  question 
than  to  meet  it.  This  line  of  proceeding, 
had  been  entered  upon  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  but  had  been  very  soon 
abandoned  by  him,  and  left  to  the  right 
hon.  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department, 
who  worked  it  up  in  the  effective  manner 
in  which  he  always  did  these  things. 
This  was  a  matter,  be  it  observed,  of 
no  small  importance  to  the  House  ; 
the  argument  was,  that  a  Member  must 
not  bring  forward  any  question  of  this 
kind  ;  must  not  bring  forward  principles 
unless  he  accompanied  them  with  details 
— unless  he  proposed  specific  plans;  but 
the  House  knew  very  well,  that  if  the  op- 
position were  driven  to  this — if  no  inde- 
pendent Member  of  the  House  were  to 
bring  forward  a  measure  without  speci- 
fying the  details  of  it — was  to  be  pre- 
cluded from  coming  before  the  House  with 
a  principle  and  asking  for  its  vote,  unless  he 


was  prepared  with  full  details  and  plans; 
why  if  that  were  the  case,  the  thing  was 
all  over.  All  discussion  might  as  well  be 
abandoned  at  once,  except  of  those  pro* 
positions  which  Government  chose  to  in* 
troduce.  The  right  hoo.  Gentleman  now 
at  the  head  of  affairs,  told  them  when  he 
was  out  of  office,  that  it  was  utterly  im* 
possible  for  him  to  prescribe  to  the  then 
Government  what  to  do;  that  it  was  the 
business  of  the  Government  to  snggest 
remedies.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
herein  laid  down  a  principle  in  which  he 
(Mr.  Baring)  could  by  no  means  follow 
him  to  the  full  extent.  He  conceived 
that  a  public  man,  if  he  had  any  remedy 
to  propose — any  principle  which  he  coold 
apply,  and  which  he  thought  calculated  to 
remove  the  distress  of  the  country,  was 
not  to  wait  till  he  was  called  in  and  had 
received  his  fee,  but  bring  his  suggestions 
before  the  public  at  once ;  and  this  his 
noble  Friend  the  Member  for  Sunderland 
had  done,  who  stated  distinctly  that  he 
believed  a  relaxation  of  our  commercial 
system  would  relieve  and  diminish  the  dis- 
tress of  the  country.  Having  laid  down 
that  principle — a  principle  in  which  he 
believed  the  great  body  of  Gentlemen 
sitting  on  that  side  of  the  House  concurred 
— no  man  in  his  senses  could  require  it  of 
him  that  he  should  also  come  forward 
with  details ;  details  in  which  it  was  out 
of  the  question  to  suppose  that  all  hb 
Friends,  however  united  as  to  the  prin- 
ciple, could  be  agreed,  any  more  than  the 
various  Members  of  a  party  were  agreed 
upon  the  details  of  other  principles.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone) had  referred  to  the  timber  duties ; 
but  he  (Mr.  Banng)  had  no  intention  of 
following  him  into  any  of  his  details  on 
that  subject,  or  to  go  into  any  antwer 
to  his  attack — no  reference  having  been 
made  to  the  subject  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Sunderland.  The  rig^t  hoo. 
Gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  open 
up  that  question,  but  it  needed  no  reply. 
There  was  this  feature  in  the  debate  of 
that  night — a  feature  not  common  to  such 
discussions — that  the  facts  were  admitted 
on  both  sides ;  the  facts,  that  there  was 
very  great  distress,  and  that  it  had  con- 
tinued for  a  very  long  time;  and  the  un- 
happy details  of  this  distress  had  not,  lie 
thought,  been  more  strongly  stated  on  the 
opposition  side  of  the  House  than  it  had 
been,  in  all  essential  points,  on  the  Minis- 
terial benches.    The  distress  wu  an  ad- 


753 


Adjourned  Debate 


{Feb.  16} 


(Fourth  Day  J. 


754 


mitted  fact.  In  speaking  of  this  admitted 
distress  last  night,  and  in  answer  to  the 
opinion  which  had  been  stated,  that  it  had 
occasioned  increased  mortality,  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  for  the  Home  Department 
brought  forward  some  figures  to  show  that 
the  mortality  last  autumn  quarter  was  less 
than  it  had  been  in  previous  years.  In 
reference  to  this  deeply  interesting  point, 
it  was  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  bene- 
ficence of  the  Great  Lord  of  all,  which 
had  been  so  graciously  manifested  in  an 
abundant  harvest  of  the  last  year,  was,  in 
reality,  the  cause  which,  amid  our  fearful 
distress,  the  mortality  of  the  period  in 
question,  had  been  numerically  less  than 
in  former  similar  periods,  llie  House 
could  not  but  call  to  mind,  that  the  three 
preceding  years  which  had  been  cited  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  were  years  of 
high  prices ;  while  in  the  autumn  of  last 
year,  the  price  of  corn,  by  God's  mercy, 
was  considerably  lowered.  This  was  a 
most  important  point  for  consideration,  as 
it  showed  that,  even  where  there  was  great 
distress,  where  there  was  admitted  want  of 
employment;  broken  down,  as  we  had 
been,  during  the  last  year,  yet  the  cheap- 
ness of  provisions  had  contributed  mainly 
to  save  the  lives  of  the  people.  There 
was  another  point  admitted,  the  remedy 
for  our  difficulties  was  to  be  found  in  open« 
ing  out  new  markets  for  our  industry,  and 
that  this  must  be  done  by  a  relaxation  of 
our  commercial  system.  It  was  admitted* 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and,  indeed, 
by  all  the  Gentlemen  opposite,  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  commercial  freedom  were  correct. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  J.  Graham) 
called  them  the  principles  of  common  sense, 
and  they  had  beard  that  night  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  Evesham,  that  the^  were 
as  old  as  Adam  and  Eve.  This  pnnciple 
being  so  old,  and  being  so  unhesitatingly 
admitted  to  be  '*  the  first  principle  of  com- 
mon sense,"  were  the  principles  which  at 
this  time  of  general  distress,  they  were 
calling  upon  the  Government  to  put  into 
effect.  Those  principles,  however,  the  Go- 
vernment replied,  that  they  were  not  ready 
at  present  to  carry  out.  All  the  principles 
for  which  he  contended  had  been  admitted 
one  after  the  other,  and  he  was  entitled  to 
ask,  in  consequence  of  this  admission  and 
the  distress  of  the  country  not  being 
lessened,  what  reason  there  was  why  th^ 
should  not  be  acted  on  ?  In  common  with 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the 
Government,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 


James  Graham),  and  the  Viee-President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  had  assigned  as  a 
reason  for  uot  going  further,  that  they 
had  made  a  large  alteration  last  year, 
they  must  pause,  and  must  not  interfere 
with  the  settlement  then  made.  He  would 
admit  that  there  was  some  reason  in  that 
argument.  Ha  would  admit  that  all 
kinds  of  changes  created  difficulties  even 
when  they  were  advantageous.  No  change 
could  be  made  in  any  duties  which  would 
not  be  accompanied  by  difficulties  in 
some  quarters.  He  admitted  these  facts ; 
and  if  he  found  things  were  all  settled, 
if  he  found  a  calm  pervaded  the  country, 
be  would  admit  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman ought  not  again  to  unsettle  things. 
But  were  things  settled  ?  Was  the  com- 
mercial world  settled  ?  If  he  were  not  mh- 
informed,  there  was  a  total  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  settlement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  prophecy  of  hst  year 
had  been  completelv  realised.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  unsettled  everything, 
and  had  settled  nothing.  He  asked 
what  articles  of  the  tariff  were  settled  ? 
Was  there  to  be  no  further  alteratioo 
in  our  commercial  code— was  there  not 
a  change  in  preparation  in  the  duty  on 
sugar?  He  knew  no  change  mMe  likely 
to  be  beneficial:  none  which  would  be 
more  advantageous  to  the  workug  dasses 
than  a  reduction  of  this  duty,  nu  the 
House,  then,  settled  the  ingar  dntiest 
Why,  when  they  passed  the  tariff  last 
year,  they  were  told  not  to  touch  iogar, 
because  the  Minister  hoped  to  make  the 
reduction  of  the  sugar  duties  the  means  of 
procuring  a  more  advantageous  commer- 
cial treaty.  [Sir  R.  Peel :  Not  so].  He 
was  sorry  to  have  misunderstood  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  woold  not  dispute 
about  words;  but  he  believed  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  delayed  the 
reduction  of  the  sugar  duties  on  acoonnt 
of  a  foreign  country.  Tl  he  ver,  was 
notall.  Was  there  not  a  a  nofso 

importance  aent  to  Jan     »,  m  which  t 
noUe  Lord  (Lord        n     )  <  I 

Leeislatureof  Jama      j^iq      %i      p 
cipies  acted  upon  ai  n<      .  and  oe 
pared  to  adopt  the  »         of 

Gtovemment    [Lord   a    nay  !\ 

He  understood  that  d        :h  to  i 
Legislature  to  set  t        n<        in         r* 
for  the  present  pfohioiiion  c      1      t 
long  continued   h        Siant      ai 
sented].     What  ?  i  e:  vt 
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UDderstand  what  the  otficial  Gentlemeo 
of  the  present  Administration  were  driving 
at  Was  he  to  understand  that  the  an- 
nouncement to  the  Jamaica  Legislature 
was  that  no  alteration  in  the  sugar  duties 
was  contemplated  ?  That  nothing  was  to 
be  done — that  no  changes  whatever  were 
intended  ?  If  that  were  the  case,  what  was 
the  use  of  the  letter  at  all  ?  If  it  was  not, 
what  was  the  use  of  fencing  with  words 
and  quibbling  about  sentences  when  they 
very  well  knew  that  in  some  sort  of  way 
an  alteration  was  to  be  made  ?  But  if  the 
question  was  to  be  adjusted  in  this  way — 
if  all  difficulties  were  to  be  got  over  as 
the  noble  Lord  seemed  by  his  despatch  to 
propose,  then  he  would  tell  the  noble 
Lord  and  the  Government  that  the  com- 
mercial world  would  not  consider  the  sugar 
question  altered.  But  were  there  no  other 
articles  respecting  which  all  was  uncer- 
tainty and  confusion  ?  Let  him  just  re- 
mind them  what  was  the  course  of  the 
Government  when  the  tariff  was  discussed 
last  year«  When  they  came  to  any  im- 
portant article,  there  was,  perhaps,  some 
discussion  on  it,  and  the  Gentleman  was, 
perhaps,  asked  to  make  an  alteration 
with  respect  to  it.  What  was  the  unva- 
rying reply  ?  "  Oh !  do  not  press  the 
Government,  we  cannot  touch  that  article 
on  account  of  the  revenue,  or  we  cannot 
touch  it  because  treaties  are  in  contem- 
plation which  may  effect  it."  There 
were  the  articles  of  butter  and  cheese, 
for  example;  surely,  it  was  said,  the 
duties  on  these  were  not  defensible, 
and  that  as  soon  as  possible  a  change 
would  be  proposed.  Well,  then,  when 
was  this  *<as  soon  as  possible'*  to  ar- 
rive? When  was  there  to  be  a  settle- 
ment respecting  these  unsettled  articles  ? 
When  were  commercial  men  to  be  placed 
in  such  a  position  that  they  might  calcu- 
late to  be  secure  from  more  change  ? 
Might  they  calculate  that  something  would 
be  done—not  in  that  terribly  protracted 
|)eriod,  the  '*  revolution  of  a|;es — but  in 
the  revolution  of  one  year  r  Don't  let 
them  talk  of  settling  —  at  present  they 
were  unsettling  all  things  ;  and  when  they 
dilated  on  relaxations  of  the  commercial 
code,  and  on  establishing  new  markets, 
let  them  consider  whether  they  were  not 
rather  unsettling  and  unhinging  than 
doing  any  good  or  acting  up  to  *'  the 
principle  of  common  sense.*'  But  he  had 
not  done  with  the  Government  yet.  There 
was  a  remarkable  document — an  article 


attributed  to  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  which  might  have  done 
him  some  credit  if  he  had  not  been  a 
Vice-President ;  but  while  being  a  Vice- 
President  he  had  much  better  have  kept 
in  his  own  office.  In  that  article,  expla- 
natory as  it  was  supposed  to  be  of  the  Go- 
vernment alterations  in  the  commercial 
code,  and  of  all  the  changes  which  were 
to  take  place  "  as  soon  as  possible,''  tbe 
necessity  of  more  change  was  admitted. 
That  right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  writing 
of  the  tariff,  that  all  the  articles  of  ovr 
commercial  code  should  undergo  reviaioD. 
That  was  laid  down  by  tbe  right  boa. 
Gentleman  in  the  broadest  manner,  and 
he  spoke  of  the  postponement  of  the  augnr 
duties  as  one  of  the  omitted  articfes* 
Were  they  then  to  consider  this  the  pria- 
ciple  of  action  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment, that  in  the  House  of  Commons  tbey 
did  not  move  a  step,  but  insisted  on  per* 
manency  and  inviolability,  whilst  out  of 
the  House,  in  argument,  in  debate,  or  in 
literature  (he  supposed  be  might  use  the 
word),  there  was  no  objection  to  state  that 
changes  were  intended,  that  there  were  to 
be  alterations  in  a  great  many  of  tbe  du- 
ties **  as  soon  as  possible?"  But  there  was 
another  case,  and  one  of  deep  importance. 
Had  they  settled  the  Corn-laws?  He 
should  have  no  objection  to  pat  to  any 
twelve  men  on  the  other  side,  asa  jory,  on 
their  oath,  was  the  Corn-law  settled  f  It  was 
not  settled,  nor  was  it  likely  to  be  settled 
this  year,  but,  perhaps,  the  next,  and  cer- 
tainly before  the  revolution  of  ages.  Some 
hon.  Gentleman,  like  the  hon.  Member 
for  Shrewsbury,  took  a  considerable  licence 
on  the  subject  of  the  Corn-laws,  but  tbere 
was  not,  he  believed,  a  single  human  being 
who  considered  the  Corn-law  settled,  or 
who  did  not  say  it  must  be  altered.  Go 
amongst  tbe  farmers ;  they  would  no  iongtr 
find  any  confidence  among  them  in  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman ;  and  none  of  them, 
he  would  venture  to  say,  believed  that  the 
Corn-laws  would  not  be  altered.  If  tbev 
asked  the  farmer,  *'  Are  you  satisfied  with 
the  Corn-laws— they  would  get  various 
opinions.  Some  of  them  are  for  the  slid- 
ing-scale,  and  some  for  a  fixed  dotv,  though 
the  opinions  in  favour  of  a  fixed  duty  have 
much  increased,  but  if  they  were  asked 
their  opinion,  they  would  say  that  tbe  pre- 
sent Corn-law  could  not  stand,  on  a  ae* 
cond  question,  whether  the  present  Com. 
law  was  a  settlement,  that  tbe  ques- 
tion was  not  settled.    He  beUevcd  tbat 
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that  was  the  universal  feeling  of  the  te- 
nants of  England.     It  was  totally  different 
with  the  farmers  when  they  exerted  them- 
selves to  place  the  present  Government  in 
power.    The  farmers  might  be  an  unfor- 
tunate  race;    not    quick  to  understand 
little  niceties  in  expressions;    but  when 
they,  two  years  ago,  to  place  this  Govern- 
ment in  office,  elected   the  Whigs — they 
did  it  because  the  Whigs  had  meddled 
with  the  Corn-laws ;  and  they  placed  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  office^  under  the 
belief  that  they  were  to  have  a  permanence 
of  the  old  Corn-laws.     Right  or  wrong, 
whether  they  were  justified  or  DOt|the  fact 
was»  that  there  was  a  universal  opinion 
amongst  the  farmers  that  they  had  not 
been  handsomely  dealt  with  by  the  right 
hon.Gentleman  and  his  Colleagues.  Could 
they  be  surprised  then  that  the  most  ex- 
plicit declaration,  or  what  hon.  Gentle- 
men regarded  as  a  most  explicit  declara- 
tion, had  failed  to  produce  conviction  on 
the  farmers.     But  were  these  declarations 
explicit?  It  was  now  found  that  they  were 
meant  to  apply  to  only  two  or  three  years, 
and  a  change  might  be  made  before  the 
revolution  of  ages.    Then  came  explana- 
tions and  declarations  at  the  agricultural 
dinners.    The  language  then  was  entirely 
changed,  one  Member  after  another  bad 
greatly  to  his  astonishment,  a  thing  he  had 
never  heard  of  before^  told  the  farmers 
that  such  meetings  were  not  the  proper 
places  to  introduce  politics.    What  hap- 
pened next?    Hon.  Members  began  to 
tell  the  farmers  no  longer  to  rely  on  pro- 
tection;  they  were  to  look  to  the  pro- 
gress of   agricultural   improvement,  and 
expect  their  reward  from  that.     If  such 
was  the  language  of  those  Gentlemen  who 
were  usually  called  the  farmers'  friends, 
and  who  held  very  different  language  be- 
fore the  change,  neither  the  GoverameDt 
nor  hon.  Gentlemen  must  be  surprised  that 
the  farmer  remarked  the  difference  in  their 
language,  nor  surprised  that  the  language 
used  by  these  speakers  had  given  the  im- 
pression  that   further  alterations  in  the 
Corn-laws  would  take  place.    They  the 
farmers  had  nothing  to  assure  them  that 
the  question  was  settled.    Tes,  there  was 
one  matter  which  gave  consolation,  and  a 
hope  that  the  Government  would  remain 
firm.    Last  autumn  a  very  remarkable  eor- 
respondence  appeared, — the  vetreteen  cor- 
respondence.    He  must  admit  that  the 
present  Government  bed  outwritten  their 
predecessors,  the  TelvetesQ  correspondmici 


and  the  Somnauth  proclamation  had  been 
the  richest  address  of  official  literature 
within  his  memory.    He  hoped  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.   GladstoneX 
who  had  shown  such  great  literary  talent, 
would  take  care  that   this   correspond- 
ence should    be   carefully  presenred    to 
show  posterity   how   talent  could   give 
immortality   to  a  trifle;   but  as   to  ail 
the  commercial  affairs  of  the  country, 
would  any  reasonable  man  say— not  to 
use  the  word  finality,  to  which  the  rieht 
hon.   Baronet    had    an    objection  —  but 
could  any  reasonable  man  say  that  there 
was  even  a  temporary  settlement  of  the 
Corn-bill,  the  more  one  looke^  into  affaiia 
the  more  one  saw  that  all  binned  on  the 
Corn-laws,    and  there  could  be  nothhq^ 
but  doubt  and   difficolties  in  our  eoin- 
merce   till  it  was  settled!      He   wdold 
not  quote  the  words  of  the  right  hoti. 
Gentleman :  for  he  admitted  the  possi- 
bility of  conveyin(|  by  a  word  one  meaoiog 
while  another  was  mtended.   But  he  woold 
ask,  after  what  they  heard  horn  the  rkht 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel),  on  the  mit 
nieht  of  the  Sessk>n,  and  after  what  had 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  f  Mr. 
Gladstone),  and  after  the  stout  speecn  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Home  Seerelaiy, 
who  was  the  great   Anti-Com-law   re- 
pealer—-the  very  person  whose  rund  virtue 
would  be  the  last  to  give  way-Huker  what 
all  these  Gentlemen  had  said,  after  at- 
tending to  the  langua^  of  their  sopportersj 
he  was  perfectly  satisfied— and  tnebco. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  too,  were  perfectly  sa- 
tisfied whether  they  took  a  Iksense  on  the 
tubject  like  the  lion.  Member  for  Shraws- 
bury — whetlier  they  were  partial  to  die 
slidmMcale  or  the  fixed  duty,  they  were 
all  sausfied  thoogh  the  Minister  wonld  not 
allow  any  further  alteratbn  in  the  Corn- 
law  this  jfear— that  an  alteration   moat 
be  made  m  the  present  law*    The  odnbtt 
therefore  which  he  had  txpressea   last 
year  was  now  confirmed  and  strength- 
ened by  the  language  of  tbe  Government 
and  of  their  sopportera,  and  he  and  thqr 
were  satisfied  that  the  oment  Corn-law 
eoold  not  be  a  final  settiemant  lliis  coo* 
cemed  the  most  important  the  laigestf  the 
vital  bterestsof  the  agricoltoraldasees; 
and  to  them  it  was  stated  that,  not  thla 
year#  bnt  perhaps  the  next  (not  In  the 
revelation  of  iios),  a  eliange  most  ha 
made*    FiromthMtune  till  then  woold  be 
a  constant  struggle*    He  meated  apia, 
that  he  agreed  with  the  rigpi  hen.  Ge»* 
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tIeniaDy  that  if  commerce  liad  improved, 
if  the  commercial  agricultural  question 
were  settled,  if  the  measures  of  last  year 
had  restored  prosperity,  he  should  say  that 
it  was  wise  to  wait  some  time  longer  be- 
fore proposing  further  alteration  ;  but  when 
the  distress  was  increasing  to  overflowing 
he  could  not  admit  that  having  adopted 
the  measures  of  last  year  were  a  sufficient 
reason  for  not  now  proposing  further  com- 
mercial reforms,  when  it  was  admitted  on 
all  hands  that  further  relaxations  in  our 
restrictive  commercial  system  was  ihe 
proper  remedy  for  our  distress.  He  was 
not,  however,  one  of  those  who  expected 
that  any  oae  measure— any  one  remedy — 
would  at  once  put  an  end  to  all  our  evils. 
Bat  he  thought  that  what  was  admitted  to 
be  proper  should  not  be  postponed.  Neither 
was  he  one  of  those  who  thought  that  it  was 
possible  to  find  a  remedy  for  every  evil, 
and,  by  some  legislative  means,  to  get  rid 
of  distress  altogether.  They  roust  consider 
what  is  best  under  existing  circumstances, 
and  having  considered,  acton  that  opinion. 
He  knew  that  the  motion  of  his  noble 
Friend  would  not  be  carried,  but  he  would 
at  all  events  relieve  his  conscience,  in  pro- 
testing against  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  present  state  of  distress,  in 
taking  no  measures  to  relieve  it ;  and  in 
supporting  to  the  best  of  his  ability  that 
proposition  which  he  thought  would  most 
contribute  to  mitigate  the  evils  that  all  de- 
plored. 

The  Cfiancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  he  had  listened  with  great  attention 
to  the  speeches  which  had  been  delivered 
during  the  progress  of  this  lengthy  debate, 
and  he  had  found  great  difficulty  in  dis- 
covering either  for  what  special  object  the 
motion  of  the  noble  Lord  had  been  made, 
or  what  course  hon.  Members  opposite  in- 
tended to  pursue  in  the  event  of  the 
House  agreeing  to  the  formation  of  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  present  state  of 
the  country.  He  had  paid  great  attention 
to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  F.  Baring)  who  had  contributed  so 
much  that  evening  to  their  amusement, 
but  he  was  still  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what 
useful  object  was  contemplated  by  the 
motion  of  the  noble  Lord.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  commenced  his  Speech  by  al- 
luding to  the  form  of  the  motion.  He 
expressed  his  wish  not  to  speak  in  terms 
of  disparagement  of  the  forms  of  the 
House,  for  those  best  conversant  with 
Parliftmeotary  proceedings  knew  that  forms 


were  substantial  things,  he  disclaimed  the 
idea  of  practising  a  delusion  apoo  the 
House.  He  tokl  them  that  the  notioii  of 
I  the  noble  Lord  was  not  intended  to  con- 
vey an  expression  of  want  of  coofidence 
in  her  Majesty's  Ministers,  but  be  did 
not  know  by  what  terms  to  describe  it. 
It  called  upon  the  Government  to  take 
into  its  consideration  the  distress  of  the 
country.  Did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
consider  that  the  motion  could  bemr  any 
other  construction  than  that  which  had 
been  put  upon  it,  a  motion  condemnatory  of 
her  Majesty's  Ministers  ?  But  as  the  noble 
Lord  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  denied 
that  such  could  be  the  effect  of  the  motion, 
and,  at  the  same  time  asked  them  to  con- 
sider its  form,  he  hoped  that  the  Honte 
would  accede  to  the  request.  What,  then, 
was  the  resolution  ?  what  were  its  objects? 
and  what  were  the  consequences  Ukely  to 
result  from  it  ?  Did  the  noble  Lord  intend 
in  that  committee  to  propose  a  resolution 
on  the  subject  of  the  Corn-laws  ?  Did  the 
right  hon.  Member  who  had  last  addressed 
the  House  intend  to  propose  for  the  settle- 
ment of  that  question  a  fixed  duty?  What 
section  of  the  House,  he  would  ask,  would 
agree  to  such  a  proposition,  and  what 
chance  had  he  of  carrying  such  a  scheme 
into  effect  ?  Was  it  the  intention  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Halifax  to  bring  forward 
a  motion  of  his  own  in  relation  to  the  Corn* 
laws,  for  the  adoption  of  the  committee, 
not  a  fixed  duty,  but  a  **  moderate,  rea- 
sonable, and  small  "  duty ;  or  did  another 
section  of  the  House  contemplate  pro- 
posing, not  an  8s.  duty,  but  a  total  repeal 
of  all  duty  ?  What  would  be  the  effect 
of  their  conflicting  opinions?  Would  it 
not  lead  to  interminable  discussion,  at 
least  to  aggravated  discrepancy  of  opinion? 
It  certainly  could  not  afford  any  relief  to 
the  distress  so  forcibly  depicted  by  the  hon. 
Member  opposite.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's (Mr.  Baring)  objection  to  the 
Government  was  not  having  settled  the 
Corn-law  question.  He  said,  that  the 
measure  of  last  Session  had  only  produced 
uncertainty.  He  would  ask  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  whe- 
ther they  would  consider  an  8f.  duty  as  a 
satisfactory  settlement  of  the  question,  or 
whether  any  other  proposition  which  they 
could  bring  forward  in  the  proposed  com- 
mittee would  have  that  effect.^  The  right 
hon.  Member  said,  that  by  objecting  to 
the  form  of  the  noble  Lord's  motion  it  was 
the  wish  of  the  Goveromtnt  to  shirk  the 
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question.  Why — the  motion  before  the 
House  was  shirking  the  quettion— it  could 
lead  to  nothing — it  was  perfectly  indefinite 
in  its  character— it  was  full  of  conflicting 
elements.  If  the  question  was  shirked,  it 
was  shirked  by  the  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
brought  forward  and  supported  such  a  mo- 
tion. The  motion  of  the  noble  Lord  was  dif- 
ferent from  the  motion  of  Lord  Chandos, 
which  had  been  referred  to  that  noble. 
Lord  proposed  by  his  motion  that  the 
duties  affecting  agriculture  should  be 
first  considered.  He  did  not  call  upon 
the  House  to  go  into  a  vague  inquiry, 
but  the  motion  was  intelligible  in  its 
character.  He  defied  hon.  Members, 
however,  after  listening  to  the  speeches 
that  had  been  addressed  to  the  House  on 
this  motion,  to  point  out  the  first  reso- 
lution submitted  for  the  consideration  of 
the  committee,  should  the  motion  be  car- 
ried. In  proportion  as  he  (the  Chan- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer)  felt  for  the 
existence  of  the  distress  which  prevailed 
in  the  country,  so  was  he  adverse  to  the 
adoption  of  any  proceedings  which  would 
have  the  appearance  of  insulting  that 
distress  by  holding  out  a  vain  prospect  of 
relief.  What  was  likely  to  produce  more 
dissatisfaction  than  a  motion  of  this  kind 
which  could  not  give  rite  to  any  satisfac- 
tory result?  The  right  hon.  Member  had 
said  it  was  at  length  admitted,  that  an  ex* 
tension  of  our  manufacturing  relationship 
with  foreign  markets  was  most  desirable. 
He  had  no  knowledge  of  the  time* when 
that  principle  had  been  denied  on  that 
side  of  the  House.  He  could  not  call  to 
mind  any  moment  when  he  and  other  hon. 
Members  who  generally  acted  with  the 
Government,  refused  to  admit  that  an 
extension  of  our  markets  for  articles  of 
British  manufacture,  was  not  likeljf  to 
be  productive  of  advantages.  Certamly, 
there  were  many  articles  to  which  the  late 
tariff  had  not  applied,  but  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind,  that  easy  as  it  was  to  apply 
hastily  vague  notions  of  **  commercial 
liberality,"  it  was  necessary  to  pay  tome 
attention  to  revenue,  and  not  rashly  to 
remove  duties,  which  while  they  operated 
as  restrictions  on  trade,  were  retained  not  aa 
restrictions,  but  as  sources  of  revenue.  It 
would  not  be  prudent  to  speak  inconsi- 
derately of  the  probability  or  possibility  of 
particular  alterations  in  commercial  regu- 
lations ;  far  better  would  it  be  for  a  Mi- 
nistry to  reserve  its  opinions  on  such 
subjects,  until  they  were  sufficiently  ma- 


tured to  admit  of  practical  developmen 
and  useful  application,  a  different  course 
could  only  lead  to  unsettling  and  uncer« 
tainty,  of  all  things  the  most  perni- 
cious to  commerce.  Nothing,  he  was  per- 
suaded, would  tend  more  to  involve 
this  country  in  additional  embarrasi- 
ments  than  ill-considered  declarations  of 
intentions,  or  intimations  of  projected 
changes.  With  respect  to  sugar,  the  sub- 
ject on  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  been  very  energetic, he  would  reserve 
his  opinions  till  it  came  properly  before 
the  House ;  but  he  could  not  help  con- 
gratulating the  country  on  the  fact  that 
the  price  of  this  necessary  article  had 
fallen  below  that  at  which  even  tiie  right 
hon.  Gentleman  calculated  upon  as  there- 
suit  of  his  proposed  budget,  and  this  object 
had  been  obumed  without  the  reproach  of 
encouraging  the  revival  of  that  haiefol 
traffic  which  it  bad  been  Cor  so  long  Uie 
object  of  the  nation,  and  at  such  great  sa- 
crifices, to  suppress.  No  one  coidd  value 
more  than  did  be  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer)  the  extension  of  trade ;  bot  fi 
that  he  thought  it  would  be  unwise  to  sa^ 
crifice  too  much ;  and  in  our  eagerness  to 
promote  universal  freedom  of  trade,  it 
would  be  well  to  remember  financial  oon« 
siderations— >so  essential  Co  the  eommevoe 
because  so  important  to  the  credit,  of  aB 
trading  communities.  To  the  motion  of 
the  noble  Lord,  then,  be  strongly  objected^ 
as  tending  to  nothing  definite^  and  as 
likely  to  lead  to  nothing  but  injury;  as 
causing  uncertainty  in  every  subject  at  a 
moment  when  it  was  most  important  not 
uselessly  to  disturb  and  unsettle  the  coun* 
try  least  of  all  with  regard  to  that  new 
Corn-law,  of  which  (however  angratefnlly 
hon.  Gentlemen  m^t  speak)  be  felt  pe^> 
suaded,  that  it  had  been  a  great  impovei* 
ment ;  and  as  tending  to  derange  the  opera- 
tion, and  obstruct  the  benefit  of  our  new 
commercial  code.  Onallthesegroundsthe 
was  convinced  the  House,  acting  on  its 
ordinarjr  common-sense  views,  would  reject 
the  motion  of  the  noble  Lent 

Debate  again  adjourned. 

House  also  adjourned* 
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Apfghan  War— The  Army — Papers.] 
The  Duke  of  Wellington  said,  he  had  drawn 
up  the  resolutions  which  he  intended  to 
submit  to  their  Lordships  on  Monday 
next,  and  would  now  lay  them  on  the 
Table.* 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  then  said  that  he 
would  now  communicate  to  the  House  the 
information  which  he  had  obtained  as  to 
the  papers  respecting  which  the  noble 
Marquess  opposite  (the  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe)  had  last  night  addressed  some  ques- 
tions to  him.  The  noble  Lord  had  asked 
about  certain  letters,  which  he  said  were 
not  contained  in  the  papers  which  had  been 
presented  to  the  House,  relative  to  the 
military  operations  in  Afghanistan.  With 
respect  to  a  letter  written  by  General 
Pollock,  and  dated  the  ISth  or  May,  no 
such  letter  was  to  be  found  either  in  the 
office  of  the  secret  committee  or  at  the 
Board  of  Control.  The  noble  Marquess 
also  alluded  to  a  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Clarke,  the  political  agent,  and  referred  to 
in  the  Governor-general's  letter,  to  Sir 
JUsper  Nicholls,  dated  the  14th  of  May, 
1842 ;  he  (the  Duke  of  Wellington)  had  a 
copy  of  that  letter,  and  would  now  lay  it 
on  the  Table.  The  noble  Marquess  had 
also  asked  whether  there  was  any  letter 
from  General  Nott,  giving  reasons  for  dis- 
obeying orders  which  he  received  to  evacu- 
ate Candahar.  No  such  letter  was  to  be 
found ;  nor  was  it  likely  that  it  should, 
because  General  Nott,  obeyed  the  Go- 
vernor-general's orderi,  dated  the  19th  of 
April,  ashr  as  related  to  the  evacuation 
of  Khelat-i*Ghilsie.  Another  noble  Mar- 
quess (the  Marquess  of  Normanby)  had 
expressed  a  wish  for  the  production  of 
some  proclamations  issued  by  the  Go- 
vernor-general, which,  he  said,  had  been 
laid  before  the  House  of  Commons.  If  the 
noble  Marquess  wished  these  documents  to 
be  laid  before  the  House,  he  would  recom- 
mend him  to  give  notice  of  a  motion  for 
that  purpose.  The  proclamation  related 
entirely  to  political  matters,  and  he  thought 
it  was  not  desirable  to  mix  up  such  con- 
siderations with  the  motion  for  a  vote  of 
thanks  on  account  of  military  o})crations. 
He  certainly  would  not  enter  at  all  irit(» 
the  political  part  of  the  question  ou  Mon- 
day next.  It  was  for  the  noble  Marquess 
to  say  whether  he  would  call  for  the 
papers  ;  but,  Jif  he  should,  he  saw  no  ob- 
jection to  their  production. 


•  They  will  be  found  in  ihe  debate  of  \ht 
20th. 


Lord  Brougham  said,  that  he  might  ob- 
serve,  with  reference  to  the  letter  whidi 
General  Nott  wrote,  and  to  which  hh  noble 
Friend  (the  Marquess  of  Landsdowne)  kad 
referred,  that  it  was  quite  possible  dimt 
there  never  was  a  letter  from  General  Nott 
giving  reasons  for  disobeying  the  order  td 
retire  from  Candahar.  Perhaps  General 
Nott  had  anticipated  the  order,  or  had 
given,  before  he  received  it,  his  reasons 
for  retaining  the  occupation. 

Lord  Whamcliffe:  General  Nott  did 
not  disobey  the  order. 

The  Marquess  of  Lamdowne  was  ob- 
liged to  the  noble  Duke  for  giving  notioe 
of  the  terms  of  the  motion  he  int^ded  to 
make  on  Monday.  As  to  the  letters  whieh 
he  had  asked  for,  he  was  of  course,  aware 
that  the  Government  could  not  lay  upon 
the  Table  any  documents  which  tliey  bad 
not  in  their  possession.  At  the  tame  time 
the  noble  Duke  must  be  aware  that  Ge- 
neral Pollock's  letter  of  the  18th  of  May 
must  necessarily  be  of  great  importance, 
considering  the  period  at  which  it  was 
written,  and  it  was  unfortunate  that  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  Grovemment  to 
put  the  House  in  possession  of  it,  bacante 
It  would  have  enabled  their  Lordships  to 
form  a  more  accurate  judgment  respeeting 
that  portion  of  the  operations  to  wnidi  it 
referred. 

The  Duke  of  WellingUm :  I  have  said 
that  no  such  letter  can  be  found. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdomnei  There 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  letter  waa  writ- 
ten, or  that  General  Pollock  would  never 
have  said  so ;  but  be  implicitly  believed  tba 
statement  of  the  noUe  Didce  that  no  sucb 
letter  was  in  the  possession  c^  the  Govern* 
ment,  or,  as  he  understood  the  noble  Dake 
to  say,  in  the  possession  of  the  East  India 
Company.  That  such  a  letter  existed, 
that  it  was  written  at  a  most  critical 
moment  of  these  operations,  and  that  if  it 
could  be  produced  it  would  throw  light  on 
the  operations,  no  one  could  doubt  who 
had  read  the  papers  before  the  House. 
The  letter  from  Mr.  Clarke,  whidi  the 
noble  Duke  had  produced^  micht  possibly 
throw  light  on  this  part  of  the  transac- 
tions J  but  with  rcs|)cct  to  General  Nott, 
he  was  surprised  to  hear  the  noble  Baron 
opposite  say  that  he  had  not  disobeyed  the 
orders  he  received  from  the  Governor- 
general.  Undoubtedly,  General  Nott 
obeyed  the  orders  with  respect  to  the  eva- 
cuation of  Khelat-i-Ghilsie ;  but  did  he 
tvacuate  Tandahar ? 

Lord     WharncHffe  said,  that   General 
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Nott  never  disobeyed  any  orders  wbich  he 
received,  and  he  gave  his  reasons  why  he 
had  not  done  so. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne:  Does 
General  Nott  give  reasons  for  disobeying 
the  orders  he  received  to  evacuate  Can- 
dahar? 

Lord  WhamcUffe:  It  is  useless  to  de- 
bate this  matter  now ;  but  I  am  prepared 
to  show  that  General  Nott  did  not  disobey 
the  orders  which  he  received,  and  that  he 
himself  gives  his  reasons  for  not  liaving 
disobeyed  them  ? 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  said^  he 
had  not  been  prepared  to  hear  from  any 
one  that  General  Nott,  having  received 
orders  to  evacuate  Candahar  immediately, 
and  not  having  evacuated  it,  could  be 
considered  as  not  having  disobeyed  his 
orders.  His  noble  Friend,  however,  had 
undertaken  to  show  that  such  was  the 
case,  and  undoubtedly  it  would  be  more 
convenient  to  discuss  the  matter  on  ano- 
ther occasion.  It  certainly  had  occurred 
to  liim  that,  as  General  Nott  evidently 
had  not  concurred  with  the  Governor- 
general  respecting  the  propriety  of  an  im- 
mediate evacuation  of  Candahary  the 
general  must  have  expressed  his  reaaoni 
for  not  concurring  with  the  Governor- 
general.  It  certainly  appeared  most  ex- 
traordinary that  not  an  atom  or  a  fragment 
of  any  letter  from  General  Nott  upon  that 
subject  was  to  be  found.  In  saying  this* 
he  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  he  had 
not  the  least  doubt  Government  were  not 
in  possession  of  any  such  letter. 

The  Queen's  Letter.]  Lord  fFXani- 
cliffe  said,  that  he  had  not  been  pre- 
pared to  give  an  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion put  to  him  by  his  noble  Fnend 
(Earl  Fitzwilliam)  the  other  evening  on 
the  subject  of  the  distribution  of  funds, 
collected  in  consequence  of  the  Queen's 
letter,  and  also  by  private  subscriptioD,  for 
the  relief  of  the  aistrcss  in  the  manufac- 
turing districts.  He  begged  leave  to  say 
that  he  did  not  consider  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  anything  to  do  with  that  ques- 
tion. Nor  did  he  admit  that  any  respon- 
sibility devolved  upon  them  in  connection 
with  that  matter;  and,  in  the  denial  of 
this  responsibility,  he  was  borne  oat  by 
all  former  proceedings.  Nevertheless,  hie 
was  willing  to  give  his  noble  Friend^  all 
the  information  in  his  power,  and  he  had 
'made  it  his  businesii  to  inquire,  and  ha 
could  state  that  the  (irst  money  that  had 
been  raised  had  been  raised  entirely  by 


private  subscriptions.  Aflterwards  a  oon- 
municatiou  had  been  made  to  the  heads  of 
the  Church,  and  it  had  been  thought  right 
to  issue  a  Queen's  letter*  When  the  money 
had  been  raised,  the  question  arose  as  to 
who  should  distribute  it  His  right  hon. 
Friend  at  the  bead  of  the  Home  Uepart- 
menty  had  diought  that  the  best  oouiie 
would  be,  to  plaoo  the  funds  in  the  hands 
of  a  committee  wbich  had  existed  ever 
since  1826,  and  which  had  been  fbrmad 
originallvfbr  the  purpose  (rf  distributing 
the  funds  which  had  been  raised  in  that 
year  for  the  relief  of  the  manu&cturing 
population,  and  which  had  onl?  just  tlum 
(March,  1842)  dose  their  IstKmrs,  wd 
presented  their  r^iMurt  to  the  subsoribers. 
Certain  other  penong  were  imned  with  the 
committee,  and  the  distribtttion  of  the 
funds  was  leflb  entirely  to  them.  Tbe 
amount  collected  b?  private  sufascriptioii 
was  25,000/.»  and  about  75fiO0L  had  been 
collected  in  consequence  of  die  Qiieen*s  kfr- 
ter.  The  whole  had  not  yel  been  expended 
but  that  portion  wbich  had  been  disiri* 
buted  had  been  spread  over  all  tha  manu* 
fiMturing  districts  of  the  empire.  Sootlaiid* 
Yoriudiire,  Stafibtdshue,  WanricksUm* 
Ghmoestershire — in  short,  all  the  nuuio- 
fiieturing  counties  bad  received  a  nortioo 
of  the  foods.  In  all,  eSflOOL  bad'  been 
actually  expended,  and  the  remainder  had 
been  invested  in  Excbequer-billa. 

Earl  FiiatmUMam  fidt  must  satisftetioft 
at  the  candid  enlanatlon  of  the  nobit 
Lord,  and  altboogn  the  noUo  Lord  ssemed 
to  doubt  the  right  of  FiriianMnl  to  nafctt 
any  inquiry  with  rssnsct  to  BMmiy  nted 
as  tbia  had  been,  still  it  mstbaamd^ 
fication  to  himadft  m  it  was  to  the  Hgam, 
to  be  ^abhd  to  make  such  9  stateawtnti 
He  was  glad  that  the  distress  of  the  people 
had  been  so  fior  alleviat6d»  but  lie  ooned 
that  whoever  advised  the  issniu  or  % 
Queen's  letter  wonld»  to  nsa  an  old  pro- 
verbb  ''look  twioe'*  bdhre  thoy  again  sanc- 
tioned audi  A  prpceeduig. 

Adjourned  to  Monday, 
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iiory  served  him,  GoTenimenthiil  recdfied 
lo  informatioii  that  could  at  all  oouate- 
iBDce  such  a  report.  Had  the  hoo.  Gen- 
leinan,  honever,  given  notice  of  hii 
luestioD,  be  (Sir  R.  Peel)  would  have  made 
limself  master  of  ihe  subject.  Aa  far  ■■ 
le  recollected  he  believed  he  could  take 
upoD  himself  to  give  upon  himself  to  gin 
he  moat  unqualified  cuntrndiction  ta  tlw 

n  Blihoffl  StonTord,  for     report. 

Lord  Stanley,  in  anythiDj  be  night 
lave  said  a  few  evenings  ago,  had  had  do 
otention  to  refer  to  any  such  report  aa 
vtts  now  alluded  ta  He  bad  stated  that, 
a  one  or  two  cases,  excesses  had  been  gob- 
mitted;  but  he  had  spoken  geoeratlf,  and 
without  allusion  to  any  particular  case. 


Excesses  at  Istalif.]  Mr.  F.  Smith 
aud,  that  be  was  desirous  of  asking  a 
question  of  the  right  hoo.  Baronet  relative 
tu  the  papers  on  Afghanistan.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  probably  aware  that  there 
appeared  among  those  papers  only  two  de- 
spatches from  General  M'Caskill  bearing 
on  the  capture  of  latalif.  He  (Mr.  V. 
Snith)  was  desirous  of  kaowiog  whether 
her  Majesty's  Government  were  in  pos. 
aessiop  of  other  information,  or  whether 
they  could  take  it  on  their  own  responsi- 
bility to  say  what  foundation  there  waa  for 
a  report  of  cruelties  said  to  have  been  com- 
mitted on  that  occasion  hy  our  troops  f 
The  report  bad  been  directly  alluded  to 
in  the  Indian  papers.  There  was  nothing 
in  General  M'CaakiH's  despatches  either  to 
confirm  or  contradict  the  report.  The 
statements  in  the  Indian  papers,  said  to 
have  been  given  by  a  hi^h  witness,  was  to 
the  effect  that  not  a  single  person  had 
eKaped,  either  with  or  without  arms.  He 
should  he  glad  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  it  his  power  to  contradict  the  report. 

Sir  R.  Peel  regretted  that  he  had  not 
received  notice  that  such  a  question  would 
be  asked.  He  had  understood  that  on 
that  occasion  500  women  were  in  possession 
of  our  soldiers,  and  were  treated  by  them 
with  exemplary  kindness.  He  had  no  re- 
collection of  having  ever  read  or  heard  of  the 
report  towhich  the  hon.  Gentleman  alluded. 

Mr.  F.  SntUk  had  thought,  that  every 
one  must  have  heard  of  the  statement.  Ii 
appeared  in  the  Indian  papen,  and  wa^ 
copied  into  all  the  London  papers,  it  wi-. 
there  stated  that  the  women  and  cbililreti 
were  saved,  which,  however,  would  \h- 
but  poor  nmt;y  if  their  fatbers  and  hui- 
bandi  had  all  been  put  to  the  sword.  Thi' 
noble  I^nl  the  Secretary  fur  tlic  Colonics 
had  also  referrctl  to  the  report  the  uthtr 

Sir  H.  Perl  said,  that  as  far  as  his  me. 


-  Papbbi.]     Viacooat 
IS  of  putting  a  qnea- 
iMliead 


Appghanistam  — 
Palmerston  was  des  _  „ 

lion  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  atl^li 
of  her  Majesty's  Government,  relatire  to 
ihe  Indian  despatches.  At  page223then 
ivas  a  letter  from  Mr.  Maddock-  to  Major* 
l^neral  Kott,  dated  Benares,  the  19th  of 
April,  directing  him  to  evacuate  CaDdabar, 
and  take  up  a  new  position  at  Quettab. 
No  answer  to  this  letter  appeared  in  any 
part  of  the  papers,  and  he  (Viscount  P^ 
merston)  wished  to  know  whether  the  Go- 
vernment were  not  in  poaaessioo  of  any 
such  answer?  At  page  252,  there  was  a 
ilespatch  from  the  Govemor-genaal  to  Sir 
.fasper  Nicholls,  dated  Allahabad,  the  14Ui 
of  May,  in  which  mention  was  made  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Clarke,  that  did  not  appear 
te  papers.  Were  her  Majesty's  G(v 
rernment  in  possession  of  that  letter  T  At 
page  296  there  was  a  despatch  frntn  Major- 
general  Pollock  to  Mr.  Maddock,  dated  Jel- 
lalabad,  the  20th  of  May,  in  wbidi  refeteaoa 
made  to  a  preceding  letter  in  these  tenna: 
-"  I  have  already  in  my  letter  dated  the 
I3th  instant,  entered  on  the  subject,  and 
must  receive  a  reply  before  1  shall  be  ^ih  to 
move."  This  letter  of  the  13th  of  May 
did  not  appear  among  the  papers. 

Sir  R,  Peel  was  preparnl  to  ans  W 
these  questions,  though  he  had  reccired 
no  notice  of  the  noble  Lord's  intention  la 
put  them.  The  noble  Lord  had  asked  him 
three  questions.  He  did  not  rccullect  the 
order  in  which  the  noble  Lord  had  put 
them,  hut  he  would  give  ibe  ans*ere  as 
they  occurred  to  him.  First,  with  respect 
to  the  supposed  omission  of  a  letter  mm 
Ceniral  Nott  addressed  to  Mr.  Maddock. 
referring  to  the  receipt  of  an  oider  from  - 
Lonl  ElIenboTOiigh,  dated  the  19th  of 
Match,  1842.     That  letter  would  be  found 
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in  page  309  of  the  printed  volume^  nam- 
bered  371.  That  letter  must  be  the  one 
the  noble  Lord  referred  to^  and  the  noUe 


Lord  was  therefore  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion when  he  supposed  that  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  oraer  was  not  given.  The 
second  question  was,  whether  or  not  cer* 
tain  letters,  referred  to  in  a  communication 
from  Lord  Ellenborough,  addressed  to 
Sir  Jasper  Nicolls,  and  numbered  300  in 
the  printed  papers,  had  been  receiFed^and, 
if  received,  wby  they  had  not  been  pro- 
duced ?  Certainly  they  had  not  been  pro- 
duced^ but  he  held  them  in  his  hand^  and 
now  laid  them  on  the  Table,  With  them 
also  was  a  letter  from  General  Pollock, 
which  the  noble  Lord  bad  not  inquired  for, 
but  which  he  (Sir  R.  Peel)  would  take 
this  opportunity  of  also  laying  on  the 
Table.  With  respect  to  the  third  ques- 
tion, as  to  the  letter  from  General  Pollock, 
of  the  13th  May,  1842,  mentioned  in  the 
letter  of  the  2()th  May,  the  Government 
had  no  traces  whatever  of  any  such  letter. 
They  had  sent  this  morning  to  the  India 
House,  to  inquire  whether  it  had  been  re- 
ceived there,  but  there  also  no  letter  of 
that  date  could  be  discovered.  To  what 
the  disappearance  of  the  letter  might  have 
been  owing  it  was  impossible  to  say ;  all 
he  could  say  was,  that  the  Government 
had  never  received  any  such  letter,  that  no 
trace  of  it  could  be  discovered,  either  at 
the  Board  of  Control  or  the  India  House  j 
and  never  having  received  it,  of  course  he 
could  not  produce  it. 

FoROBD  ExchbqubbpBillb.]  Mr.  Kern- 
hie  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  explain  what  course  the  Government 
intended  to  take  with  respect  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  on  the  forged  Exche- 
quer-bills ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
it  was  his  intention  that  interest  should  be 
paid  to  the  holders  of  the  bills  from  the 
time  at  which  the  last  payment  of  interest 
had  been  made.  But  there  must  be  a 
settlement  in  each  individual  case.  Some 
persons  had  received  these  bills  in  deposit, 
and  had  paid  no  premium  on  them,  so,  of 
course,  the  amount  of  premium  at  the  time 
the  bills  were  receivea  must  be  deducted 
in  all  such  cases  from  the  arrears  of  interast 
due. 

Distress  of  the  Countrt— Adjoubmbd 
Debate  (pitth-dat).1  The  Order  of  the 
Day  for  the  adjourned  debate  having  been 

YQL.tXVI.    {jjs;} 


Sir  A.  L,  Hay  considered  it  his  duty  to 
say  a  few  words  in  explanation  of  the  vote 
he  was  about  to  give.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  a  more  extraordinary  debate  than 
that  which  was  now  going  on  on  the  noble 
Lord's  motion,  had  never  taken  place  in 
that  House.  Had  he  not  been  acquainted 
with  the  relative  position  of  parties,  had 
he  not  known  that  the  noble  Lord  was 
now  in  Opposition,  he  should  have  thought 
that  the  noble  Lord  was,  as  a  Member  of 
the  Government,  proposing  a  motion  to 
carry  out  the  wishes  expressed  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne.  It  had  been 
alleged  that  thb  was  a  motion  brought 
forward  for  mere  party  purposes,  but  he 
trusted  that  a  British  House  of  Commons 
would  not  so  treat  a  question  whidb  con* 
oemed  the  state  of  the  country.  No  man 
who  knew  the  rdative  strength  of  the 

ries,  and  the  great  msgority  possesMd 
the  present  Government  m  both 
Houses,  could,  for  a  moment,  suppose  that 
the  noble  Lord,  in  bringing  forward  this 
motion,  had  the  slightest  intention  orhme 
of  overthrowing  the  Government.  Was 
such  a  charge  then  &ir,  when  the  only  ob- 
ject of  thenoUe  Lord  was  the  zcJief  of  the 
national  distress?  He,  for  one,  did  not 
support  the  motimi  with  any  party  view, 
his  object  was  to  get  the  Government  to 
inquire  into  the  present  unparalleled  dis- 
tress, and,  if  poesiUe,  to  find  a  ranedy. 
He  could  declare,  that  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  isfamd,  from  which  he  cuae^ 
there  was  the  greatest  distress  evenamon|^ 
the  agricultural  population,  and  there  wis 
a  general  impression  among  tbe&nnra|,tliat 
it  would  be  better  to  have  tiie  OamAtaen 
repealed  at  onoe,  aa  they  would  be  OCTtnn 
of  the  permanency  of  that  arrangement. 
It  might  be  asserted  that  this  was  a  par^ 
motion,  but  the  pMjple  would  see  thiougn 
sudi  sophistry.  They  would  see  that 
there  were  stOl  some  men  in  that  Hooae 
willing  to  redress  their  grievanoes.  It  was 
not  necessary  that  he  should  trooMe  the 
House  at  nnch  length  after  the  inomi- 
paralile  speech  made  on  the  previous  even- 
ing by  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Ports- 
mouth. The  fight  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
hnd  of  tiie  Government  had  promised  not 
to  alter  the  Corn-law  during  the  present 
Session.  DM  he  mean  to  wait  until  the  com- 
pletion of  the  colhetion  of  the  most  odfoni 
tax  ever  levied  on  the  people  of  Rn^and? 
He  did  hope  that  befim  the  oondnsion  of 
the  debate  they  AoaM  bear  sometUng 
mora  satisfiustory  fimn  the  right  hon.  Ba^- 
ronet  at  the  head  of  the  GovenuMit* 
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The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretarv  for 
the  Home  Department  had  admitted  the 
iocreaae  of  the  population,  that  that  popu- 
hition  must  be  supported  by  wages,  and 
that  wages  could  only  come  from  profits, . 
bat  the  fact  was,  that  now  they  had  the  \ 
increase  of  population,  without  either 
wages,  profits,  or  demand.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber concluded  by  expressing  his  hope  that 
the  Government  would  do  something  for 
a  patient,  loyal,  but  most  unfortunate 
people. 

Mr.  R{uhleigh  considered  this  as  a  mere 
party  motion,  and  not  one  for  the  relief  of 
the  national  distress.  He  had  been  sent 
there  by  a  numerous  and  important  con- 
stituency to  support  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  bclienng  that  the  motion  of  the 
noble  Lord  was  intended  as  an  impediment 
in  the  way  of  that  Government,  it  should 
have  his  oppositon. 

Captain  Lay  curd  said,  he  had  long  been 
anxious  to  sp^dc,  but  he  had  not  until  now 
been  able  to  catch  the  Speaker's  eye,  whose 
brilliancy  regulated  the  volubility  of  hon. 
Members.  The  hon.  Member  for  Evesham 
had  made  a  speech  in  favour  of  a  protec- 
tive  duty*  though  he  admitted  that  the 
principle  of  a  free  exchange  was  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  mankind  had  always  acted, 
and  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  brought 
forward  the  example  of  Adam  and  Eve,  in 
the  garden  of  Eden,  making  an  exchange 
of  a  rose.  But  he  would  not  have  risen  at 
all  were  it  not  for  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  who  brought  forward 
opinions  and  facts  which  would  do  more 
for  free-trade  than  any  other  speech  he  had 
heard.  That  speech  had  convinced  him. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that 
the  present  law  was  only  *' temporary/* 
though  he  had  afterwards  endeavoured  to 
explain  away  the  word.  QMr.  Gladstone 
had  not  endeavoured  to  explain  away  the 
word.]  Whatever  was  the  intention  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  he  used  the 
word  '*  temporary/'  and  he  turned  round  at 
the  time  to  know  what  impresftion  it  pro- 
duced, but  he  found  it  was  not  at  all 
received  with  satisfaction.  The  ri^ht  hon. 
Gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  explain  it 
away  by  saying  that  "  temporary  "  meant 
centuries.  It  was  evident  that  the  party 
opposite  were  divided  among  themHelves, 
and  many  of  them,  who  had  formerly 
placed  their  confidence  in  the  right  lion. 
Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Government, 
disapproved  of  the  course  he  had  last  y(*ar 
taken.     He  had  not   heard  one  s|)eech  ou 


the  other  side  in  this  debate  tliaft  abowcd 
any  consistencv,  except  that  delivered  latt 
night  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Bridport 
( Mr.  B.  Cochrane.)  That  spcecb  tboved 
honesty  of  pnrpoae,  good  taleott»  gmt 
industry,  and  much  oonsisteDcy  ia  that 
hon.  Gentleman,  with  whom  he  agreed  ia 
no  opinion  on  this  subject,  save  tkiU  whidb 
he  expressed  when  be  declared  that  ao 
good  whatever  resulted  from  the  diaagct 
oi  last  year.  The  countrv  was  oa  the 
brink  of  a  precipice,  and  they  ought  to 
take  warning  by  what  had  happened  in  tlie 
manufacturing  districts  last  year.  He  Mt 
conrinced  that  nothing  but  the  inteadt? 
of  the  distress  had  oocasiooed  the  ontbreuL 
of  last  year,  and  it  clearly  was  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  endeavour  to  discover  soaM 
remedy  for  that  distress. 

Mr.  Blacksione  hoped  that  his  boa. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Knaresborooch 
would  withdraw  his  aaiendment;  m 
much  as  he  might  go  along  with  his  boa. 
Friend  in  the  views  he  entertained  at  to 
the  evils  of  machinery,  he  thought  tluil  if 
his  amendment  were  carried,  it  wooM  be 
most  inconvenient.  If,  however,  hia  boa. 
Friend  would  make  a  substantive  oiolioa 
for  a  select  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
subject,  he  would  give  to  it  his  topport. 
He  must  equally  oppose  the  motioo  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  SuDderlaod, 
as  in  his  opinion  it  would  lead  to  no  useful 
result;  but  he  felt  bound  to  anaouaot, 
that  in  opposing  the  motion  of  the  noble 
Lord  he  did  not  do  it  on  that  occaiioa 
with  a  view  of  expressing  reliance  oa  the 
measures  of  her  Majesty's  Adminittiatioo. 
He  folt  it  his  duty  in  the  last  Swion  of 
Parliament  to  offer  opposition  to  soae  of 
the  measures  of  the  Government.  He  thea 
told  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  in  the  face  of 
that  House,  that  if  the  measures  he  broMbt 
forward  were  such  as  would  tend  to  slle- 
viate  the  unparalleled  distress  in  the  aia- 
nufacturing  districts,  he  would  have  auide 
ample  concession  on  his  part,  and  thooe 
who  sent  him  to  that  House  concurred  in 
his  view ;  but  he  did  venture  to  predict 
that  the  operation  of  the  New  Com* law 
would  not  only  not  tend  to  alleviate  the 
diRtress  of  the  manufacturing  districts, 
but  wouM  add  to  them  considerable  diffi- 
culties and  embarrassments  in  the  agricul- 
tural districts ;  and,  as  far  as  that  measare 
had  at  present  proceeded,  it  had  fully 
borne  out  his  prediction.  He  had  listened 
with  much  attention  to  the  speeches  of 
M*verai  Members  of  the  Admmistration. 
(  He  had  listened  with  painful  attention  to 
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the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  on  that  on  the  14th  of  February,  1842,  the 
the  first  night  of  the  Session.  He  had  hoped  price  of  wheat  was  quoted  at  61f.  lOd. ; 
at  that  time  that  it  was  not  the  intentioD  on  the  16th  of  February,  1843,  it  waa 
of  the  riffht  hon.  Baronet  to  make  any  4S»,  Id.  Would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
further  change  in  the  Corn-laws  or  any  persist,  then,  in  statinff  that  the  efitet  oo 
other  measure  connected  with  agricultunu  the  price  of  com  had  been  but  dkbt  ? 
produce,  and  that  Speech  had  been  of  con*  Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  mud  it 
siderable  benefit  in  alhiying  the  feverish  was  not  on  account  of  the  new  measute, 
state  of  the  market,  as  a  proof  of  whidi  he  but  from  the  ?ery  abundant  and  beneficent 
would  mention,  that  at  his  own  market  a  harFest  with  which  this  country  had  been 
very  intelligent  farmer  told  him  that  the  blessed;  but,  in  the  face  of  that,  what  waa 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  re*  the  importation  of  wheat  to  awamp  the 
suscitated  the  confidence  of  the  farmers,  home  market?  More  than  S,68S,0CXI 
and  that  wheat  had  risen  4f.  per  quarter,  quarters  of  i^heat,  and  nearly  1,000,000 
But  he  felt  bound  to  say,  that  the  opening  cwt.,  of  flour.  He,  thefeforoy  did  not  op* 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  poae  the  notion  from  any  peculiar  eon* 
Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  he  fidence  in  the  Government;  and  he  could 
must  consider  as  rather  ambiguous  and  assure  the  Government,  that  although  the 
somewhat  equivocal.  He  thought  it  waa  a  fiurmers  were  a  slow  body  to  move,  they 
speech  that  did  not  tend  to  allay  any  were  alive  to^heir  own  interetta,  and  that 
feverish  excitement  on  the  part  of  dealers  there  was  a  aullen  feeling  amongit  then, 
in  com  in  this  country.  That  speech,  which  would  be  soon  anmaed  unlesa  more 
however,  was  somewhat  contrasted  in  ef«  attention  waa  paid  to  their  remonatraDcea. 
feet  with  that  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  Mr.  Mark  Fhil^i  had  regretted  lo  obr 
the  Home  Secretary;  but,  even  then« there  terve  the  asperiliea  that  had  bean  intro* 
were  some  expressions  in  the  speech  of  the  duced  into  tb0  debate.  He  thought  it 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  was  desirable,  in  a  discusaioo  of  this  kind, 
that  would  tend  not  to  allay  alarm.  He  that  hon.  Hembera  ahould  oonfina  them* 
alluded  to  the  announcement  made  the  selves  to  facts;  and  having  atated  their 
other  night  by  the  noble  Lord,  declaring  own  feelinaa,  to  leave  the  public  to  draw 
the  intention  of  Government  to  introduce  their  conclusions*  An  attack  had  been 
American  wheat  in  the  shape  of  flouTi  made  upon  a  relative  of  bia  by  the  boo. 
through  Canada,  he  supposed,  at  a  nominal  Member  for  Knaiesborough,  which  waa 
duty.  That  was  a  question  which  he  would  moat  unfounded  i  and  ha  could  onlj 
not  then  discuss,  but  whenever  it  waa  wonder  that  cay  cue  shcttld  veutuie  to 
brought  forward,  be  should  give  it  his  op-  cast  aucb  impuutioiii  upon  a  GandBnltti, 
position.  The  announcement,  however,  who,  wheicvtr  ho  waa  known,  waa  it- 
would  operate  very  disadvantageoudy  in  spec^.  That  gentleman  would  navor 
the  agricultural  markets,  by  the  antidpa*  have  appeared  in  tUa  House  aa  the  Mpn* 
tion  of  such  a  measure..  But  from  the  sentativeofa  nonMiottaconatitoaney,who 
latter  part  of  the  qieech  of  the  rusht  hon,  bad  voluntarily  daeted  him  in  bia  ab- 
Gentleman  the  Vice-President  of  the  Board  ,enoe,  had  he  bean  capaUa  of  tyranmaing 
of  Trade  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  nAt  over  the  young  people  in  bia  oaploy,  aa 
hon.  Gentleman  made  an  mtimatfcn  that  repraaantodbytbehon.MembefffoffKnam- 
he  had  offered  to  all  foreign  Powera  to  borough.  Ha  now  begged  to  mad  a  lattar 
co-operate  with  him  in  free-trade,  but  f^ai  that  individual,  Mc  Gwg,  m  answer 
that  they  had  met  him  with  hoetOe  tanfis.  jo  Om  charge  which  had  been  bmght 
And  then  the  njht  hon.  Gentleman  went  Myngi  hi«» 

on  to  say— and  m  which  he  thought  the  ^--    jfc-«i--  SniMnt^tiMl  th«  Kmi  if  am 

right  hon.  Gendeman  must  have  made  ,  ™^?y7^"!y"Py  ItJ^S^ 

some  considerable  error-that  with  respect  ^^  •!l'"^r!!r'J"?'  **Li*  "^  ?? 

to  the  prices  of  agricultural  produce,  he  $•  ^«  ™  if  he  1^  aov  letter  feferniig 

did  not  think  they  could  be  ascribed  to  the  *J  •  V^^  "•"•  ^  *"  »*«•  Member  in 

measures  of  last  year,  and  that  it  had,  in-  •"•^  nOttse. 

deed,  produced  only  a  slight  effect  upon  Mr*  Mark  FUfitpl  laid,  that  at  be  wOi 

the  price  of  corn.    Did  the  right  hon.  debarred   from  fcadhig  the   letter,  be 

Gentleman  persist  in  stating  that  merely  Would  make  a  general  stetement  in  eon* 

a  slight  effect  on  the  price  of  com  had  been  ftirmitv  with   Ita  contents.     Mr.   Qng 

produced?    Why,  he  would  refer  to  the  gave  nia  most  onqnalilled  eontladidion 

Mark' lane  Gazette,  and  there  be  ibood  tO  the  atatemems  of  the  bod.  Menbei> 
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which   were   utterly  without   foundation. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  for  any  one  to 
show  a  single  instance  of  harsh  treatment, 
much  less  of  cruelty  in  the  mill,  during  a 
period  of  sixty  years.    The  mill  had  been 
incorrectly  described  in  some  of  the  news- 
papers :  it  was  situated  in  a  retired  part  of 
Chester,  and  was  called  Quarry  Bank  Mill, 
and  was  a  mill  worked  by  water  power. 
The  bon.  Member  for  Knaresborough  had 
accused  the  manufacturers  of  ba?ing  re- 
cently had  recourse  to  the  system  of  ap- 
prentices, but  that  system  was  an  old  one. 
Formerly  there  were  eighty  or  ninety  ap- 
prentices, but  now  the  number  did  nut 
exceed  forty.     Some  of  these  came  from 
a  workhouse  in  Liverpool,  and  some  from 
the  workhouse  of  Newbury  in  Berkshire. 
These  children  were  carefully  educated, 
as  he  himself  could  testify ;  ^nd  there  was 
not  a  better  conducted  or  more  intelligent 
set  of  persons  of  that  class  in  the  kmg- 
dom.     During  the  riots,  not  one  of  these 
people  took  part   in  the  disturbances  of 
that  district,  although  they  were  turned 
out  of  their  employ  by  the  mobs  which 
came  from  other   parts,   and   compelled 
them  to  leave  off  work.     The  charge  of 
over-working   was    entirely   unfounded  : 
there  never  had  been  a  single  complaint 
against  the  proprietors  of  the  mill,  either 
under  the  old  Apprentice  Act  or  the  new 
system.    The  maintenance  of  the  young 
people  cost  5s.  6d,  a  week  each,  and  their 
ages  varied  from  nine  to  eighteen.     They 
had  five  meals  a  day;    and  when  sick, 
they  were  attended  by  a  gentleman  who 
was  the  physician  to  the  family  of  the 
proprietor.     Visitors  came  from  Newbury 
and  from  Liverpool,  and  had  always  ex- 
pressed themselves  satisfied  with  the  treat* 
inent  of  the  children  ;  and,  in  fact,  there 
were   numerous  applications   from  those 
places  to  get  the  same  employment  for 
other  children.     When  anyone  came  to 
see  the  children,  admittance  was  always 
given,  and  when  their  relatives  came  a 
half-holiday  was  granted.     Any  one  who 
chose  to  go  to  the  establishment,  might  be 
satis6ed  on  the  spot  of  the  assertions  he 
was   then   making.     The  fact  was,  tha' 
these  charges  had  been  made  against  Mr. 
Greg   because   he  had   taken  an   honest 
course  in  regard  to  the  Ten  Hours  bill,  and 
bad  pointed  out  the  evils  that  would  arise 
to  the  working-classes  themselves  from  its 
adoption.      He    would    advise    the   hon. 
Member  for  Knaresborough   to  be    nioie 
cautious  for  the  future  in  using  the  in- 


formation he  received,  and  which  was  not 
always  to  be  depended  upon,  even  when 
accompanied  by  the  most  solemn  as8evefn» 
tions.     If  the  hon.  Member  for  Knares- 
borough would  go  to  the  spot,  he  might 
satisfy  himself  that  there  was  no  foondn- 
tion  whatsoever  for  the  aspersions  he  had 
cast  upon  an  individual,  who  was  one  of 
the  most  respectable  and  deserving  of  tkat 
much  abused  body,  the  manufactnrers  of 
England.     He  was  sorry  to  have  detained 
the  House  so  long  upon  a  personal  matter, 
and  he  would  now  offer  a  few  obserratkmt 
upon  the  question  that  was  agitating  the 
country.      He  wished  he  conld  concor 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  believ- 
ing that  substantial  relief  was  at  band. 
Since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
Session,  the  state  of  trade  in  the  district 
with  which  he  was  connected  had,  week 
by  week,  become  less  satisfiactory.    Tlie 
prices  sent  to  him  from  Manchester,  ex* 
hibited  a  downward  tendency,  which  con* 
veyed  to  his  mind  the  most  serious  appre- 
hensions.   The  trade  of  the  last  year  wm 
affected  by  the  disturbances  which  took 
place  in  August.     Not  less  than  a  million 
and  a  half  of  pieces  of  calico  or  shirtings 
had,  as  it  were,  been  abstracted  from  the 
market,  in  consequence  of  those  disturb- 
ances ;  that  was  to  say,  if  the  disturbances 
had  not  occurred,  a  million  and  a  half 
more  pieces  would  have  been  produced, 
and  notwithstanding  that  the  market  was 
unable  to  take  off  what  was  produced. 
That  was   the  case  with  manuftictnred 
goods.    In  cotton  twist,  he  believed  there 
was  at  the  present  moment  a  trifling  ad- 
vance over  the  lowest  prices  of  last  3pear. 
He  feared   much  disappointment  would 
ensue  if  the  manufacturers  looked  for  much 
advantage  from  the  opening  of  the  com- 
munication with  China.    The  eipofts  to 
China  had  lately  been  on  so  eitended  a 
scale,  that  he  feared  it  would  be  found 
there  would  be  little  increase  in  the  de- 
mand  for  British  manufactured  goods; 
and  he  should  be  glad  if  he  could  urge 
caution   upon  the  manufacturers,  before 
they  committed  themselves  to  any  exten- 
sive transactions.     If  he  were  connected 
with  the  foreign  trade,  he  should  not  be 
disposed  to  speculate.     He  traced  a  vast 
amount  of  the  distress  to  the  circumstance 
pf  the  people  having  been  compelled  for  a 
series  of  years  to  pav  more  for  their  food 
than  it  was  possible  for  them  to  pay.   The 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  expressed  his  wish 
.  to  keep  the  price  of  wheat  at  about  56s. ; 
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but  he  thought  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  calculate  how  much  over  56s.  per 
quarter  the  operatives  had  been  paying 
for  their  bread,  he  would  6nd  that  it  was 
enough  to  keep  them  in  clothing.  If  the 
sliding-scale  were  to  be  persevered  in,  he 
could  only  reiterate  the  opinion  which  he 
had  from  time  to  time  stated  in  that  House, 
that  the  trade  of  the  country  would  per- 
manently decline,  and  its  prosperity  to- 
tally distppear.  He  could  not  join  with 
those  who  thought  that  this  country  pro- 
duced as  much  of  corn  as  was  necessary 
for  its  consumption,  it  was  necessary, 
therefore,  that  the  restrictions  upon  the 
importation  of  corn  should  be,  as  far  as 
possible,  removed.  It  was  said,  that  the 
continental  nations  of  Europe  fenced  them- 
selves round  with  high  protecting  duties, 
and  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  induce 
them  to  retrace  their  steps.  He  did  not  join 
in  that  opinion.  He  believed,  that  if  our 
restrictive  system  were  wisely  relaxed,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  various  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, seeing  that  we  were  capable  of  sup- 
plying them  with  articles  of  manufacture 
at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  they  could 
produce  them  themselves,  would  compel 
their  several  governments  to  make  such  a 
remission  of  their  protecting  duties,  as 
should  admit  of  a  freer  introduction  of 
British  goods.  As  matters  now  stood,  we 
were  not  only  excluded,  in  a  great  degree, 
from  the  different  great  markets  of  Europe, 
but  were  rapidly  hastening  to  the  point 
at  which,  it  might  be  feared,  that  oar 
greatest  and  best  customers,  the  Ameri- 
cans, would  be  led  to  adopt  a  similar  sys- 
tem of  restriction  and  exclusion,  to  that 
which  unhappily  prevailed  apon  the  Con- 
tinent. He  was  satisfied  that  unless  we 
took  (his  matter  into  grave  consideration, 
and  hastened  to  adopt  a  sounder  system, 
we  should  live  to  deplore  the  loss  of  our 
best  and  greatest  market,  the  market  of 
the  United  States  of  America.  It  was  to 
the  falling  off  which  had  already  taken 
place  in  that  market,  that  a  great  portkHi 
of  the  manufacturing  distress  of  this  coun- 
try  was  to  be  attributed.  Whether  as  re- 
garded the  trade  in  hardware,  in  cottoD^ 
or  indeed  any  one  of  the  great  branches  of 
our  manufactures^  there  was  scarcely  one 
of  them  that  was  not  suffering  in  agreater 
or  less  degree,  from  the  falling  ott  in  die 
demand  of  our  great  transaUantIc  cus- 
tomer. He  should  regret  to  see  the  day^ 
when  by  our  bad  policy,  we  should  drive 
tte  Americans  from  the  trading  intM- 


course  which  he  believed  they  were  per- 
fectly ready  to  carry  on.  He  believed, 
also,  that  they  would  be  very  willing  to 
liberalise  their  system  towards  us,  if  we 
were  to  evince  a  readiness  on  our  side 
to  admit  of  a  more  liberal  exchange  of 
their  commodities  for  ours.  As  a  means 
of  mitigating  the  privations  of  our  labour- 
ing population,  and  at  the  same  time  of 
benefiting  the  manufactures  and  extend- 
ing the  commerce  of  the  country,  he 
thought  that  the  importance  of  revising 
and  reducing  the  duties  on  sugar  could 
not  be  over  estimated.  It  appeared  that 
the  annual  average  consumption  of  sugar 
by  the  working  people  of  this  country 
was  only  17  lbs.  or  18  lbs.  per  head ;  being 
less  than  the  allowance  made  to  every 
sailor  in  the  navy,  and  less  even  than  was 
allotted  to  every  inmate  of  every  well- 
regulated  union  workhouse.  Here  then 
was  a  market,  a  large  and  most  import- 
ant market,  if  her  Majesty's  Ministers 
would  only  be  wise  enough  to  open  it. 
Let  them  place  themselv^  in  closer  com- 
munication with  the  countries  which  pro- 
duced sugar:  let  them  admit  that  valuable 
commodity  upon  fairer  and  more  liberal 
terms,  and  they  would  find  it  an  article  of 
daily  increasing  consumption.  And  to 
those  who  had  the  interest  of  the  poor  of 
this  country  at  heart,  he  would  say  that  he 
knew  of  no  greater  boon  that  they  could 
confer  upon  their  humbler  countrymeo 
than  to  place  this  necessary  article  of 
consumption  within  their  reach  at  a  rea- 
sonable price.  He  believed  that  by  domg 
so,  the  landed  gentry  would  be  adding  to 
the  value  of  their  estates.  At  all  events, 
he  was  persuaded  of  tbist  that  every  day 
that  the  settlement  of  die  sugar  autiee 
was  delaved,  everjf  day  that  the  injuriouf 

2 stem  of  difierential  duties  was  cootlnued, 
e  Legtslature  and  the  Government  were 
guilty  of  prolonging  the  miseries  of  which 
the  poor  compliuned,  and  of  driving  the 
operatives  of  this  country,  day  by  day, 
into  a  still  more  degrad^  position  than 
that  which  they  already  occupied.  Widi 
reference  to  the  condition  of  his  own  eon* 
stituents  at  Manchester,  he  would  only 
state,  that  the  poor-rates  of  that  tows 
were  dally  increasing — that  the  nomber 
of  individaals  receiving  relief  materially 
incieaaed  from  week  to  week — that  at  the 
present  moment,  the  number  of  indi* 
vidnala  in  the  receipt  of  parochial  aid, 
amounted  to  between  700  and  800  mom 
than  the  munber  r«oeiviog  rdiaf  ftr  die 
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corresponding  week  of  lasi  year ;  and  that 
he  was  unable  to  lay  before  the  House  or 
the  country  any  flattering  prospect  of  im- 
provement amongst  those  whose  interests 
ne  more  immediately  represented  in  that 
House.  He  would  only  say  to  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  who  were  identified 
with  the  landed  interest — an  interest  with 
which  he  also  was  intimately  conrected, 
that  he  extremely  regretted  the  course 
which  thev  had  taken.  He  thought  that 
their  conduct  in  reference  to  the  Corn- 
laws  exposed  them  to  the  charge  of  having 
been  actuated  by  selfish  views.  He  called 
upon  them  to  reflect  upon  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  Corn-bill  of  1815 
was  passed.  At  that  time,  the  manufac- 
turers of  the  country  had  really  no  voice 
in  the  Legislature,  nor  were  they  them- 
selves sufficiently  alive  to  the  great  im- 
portance of  the  measure  which  went  to 
restrict  the  supply  of  food.  But,  if  at 
that  time  the  rarliament  of  this  country 
acted  in  ignorance;  if  it  bad  no  informa- 
tion before  it  of  what  the  practical  evils  of 
the  system  would  be,  the  present  genera- 
tion naving  had  a  sad  experience  of  those 
evils,  and  having  witnessed  the  distress 
and  suffering  to  which  they  had  given 
birth,  could  not  plead  ignorance  upon  the 
subject,  but  must  proceed  to  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  question,  with  a  full  know- 
ledge of  the  mischiefs  which  the  unwise 
]eB;islation  of  .their  predecessors  had  en- 
tailed upon  all  the  great  interests  of  the 
country.  Under  these  circumstances,  he 
hoped  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  present 
day  would,  upon  the  best  consideration 
that  they  could  devote  to  a  subject  of  so 
much  importance,  reflect  that  this  was  not 
a  questionof  maintaining  one  interest  at  the 
expense  of  another;  but  a  question  which 
belonged  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
whole  community,  and  in  the  wise  adjust* 
ment  of  which  was  involved  the  welfare 
and  well-being  of  this  great  and  once 
prosperous  country.  He  could  not  con- 
ceive any  question  which  had  a  greater 
claim  upon  the  attention  of  the  House. 
The  depth  and  extent  of  the  distress  which 
now  unhappily  prevailed,  in  almost  every 
part  of  the  country,  was  admitted  on  all 
hands.  That  being  the  case,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  an  enquiry  should  be  made,  as 
well  into  the  cause  of  the  distress,  as  into 
the  mode  of  mitigating  it.  He  would  not 
quarrel  about  the  form,  or  the  manner,  in 
which  the  inquiry  should  be  conducted. 
He  bclievedi  that  if  the  House  were  to 


go  into  committee,  many  facts  might  ba 
brought  to  light,  and  many  valuable  iiig« 
gestions  be  made.  He  was,  therefoiev 
anxious  that  the  proposition  of  the  nobki 
Lord,  the  Member  for  Suoderlaodt  abould 
be  acceded  to.  When  the  GeotleoKMi 
opposite  opposed  themselves  to  thai  pro- 
position, would  they  give  to  the  Houae  ao 
assurance,  that  they  were  themtelvea  pre- 
pared to  bring  forward  some  measure  woieb 
they  believed  would  rescue  the  countrj 
from  its  present  condition  of  deep  distress? 
If  they  would  do  so,  he  was  sure  that  tbej 
would  meet  with  no  unwillingness  froca 
Gentlemen  on  that  (the  Opposition)  tide 
of  the  House  to  concur  with  them,  and  to 
support  them  in  carrying  any  measure 
that  should  afford  the  prospect  of  con- 
ferring a  real  and  substantial  relief.  Ha 
could  not  resume  his  seat  without  ei* 
pressing  his  regret  that  no  such  assuraaos 
had  as  yet  proceeded  from  the  Treasvfj 
Bench 'that  no  proposition  bad  been  ofm 
fered  that  could  be  regarded  as  ia  aoj 
way  calculated  to  relieve,  or  even  to  as* 
suage  the  difficulties  under  which  the 
country  was  labouring. 

Mr.  Ferrand  wished  to  explain*  The 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Philips)  stated  thai 
in  the  debate  of  a  previous  evening,  ha 
(Mr.  Ferrand)  had  asserted  that  the  owners 
of  mills  in  Manchester  had  lately  intro- 
duced the  system  of  apprenticeship.  [Mr. 
M.  Philipt:  I  so  understood  tne  noo. 
Gentleman.]  Then  the  hon.  Gentleman 
misunderstood  me  :  I  had  no  intention  of 
making  any  such  statement.  Several  hon. 
Members  on  the  other  aide  of  the  House 
have  attempted  to  make  it  appear,  that  I 
have  charged  the  whole  body  of  manufac- 
turers with  cruelty  and  oppression.  That 
is  not  the  case.  1  had  never  any  inten- 
tion of  making  any  such  charge.  On  the 
contrary,  I  know  some  gentlemen  having 
mills  who  are  as  humane  men  at  ever 
lived.  The  statement  which  I  offered  to 
the  House  the  other  evening  was  founded 
upon  information  which  I  had  received 
from  an  individual  on  whose  tcstimonj  I 
could  place  the  fullest  confidence. 

The  Speaker  here  interposed,  and  inti- 
mated to  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  was 
overstepping  the  rule  of  Order  when  he 
extended  his  observations  beyond  what 
was  strictly  necessary  for  explanation. 

Mr.  Darby  did  not  think  any  practical 
good  could  postibly  arise  from  acceding  to 
this  motion,  and  tlierefore,  instead  of 
showing  sympathy  with  a  sufiering  people. 
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the  proposition  in  his  opinion  rather  par- 
took of  mockery,  lie  rose,  however, 
chiefly  in  consequence  of  some  expres- 
sions which  had  been  attributed  to  differ- 
ent Members  of  the  Government;  and, 
tithougb  it  was  not  his  place  to  defend 
them,  he  could  not  sit  still  and  hear  ex- 
pressions ascribed  to  them  which,  if  true 
m  the  meaning  attached  to  them  by  hon. 
Members  opposite,  would  make  it  a  ques- 
tion with  him  whether  he  should  at  that 
moment  be  a  supporter  of  the  present 
Ministry  or  not.  What  was  the  first  mis- 
representation ?  On  the  first  day  of  the 
Session  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  gave  an  answer  to  a 
question  which  was  put  to  him,  and  how 
was  it  treated  ? — not  as  a  reply  to  a  ques- 
tion, but  as  a  declaration.  If  it  had  been 
a  declaration,  it  would  have  been  of  a 
perfectly  different  nature  and  tendency 
from  what  it  was  as  an  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion. The  hon.  Member  for  Halifax  had 
asked,  whether  her  Majesty's  Government 
intended  to  alter  the  Corn-laws  this  Ses. 
sion,  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet  said  he 
did  not  intend  to  alter  the  Corn-laws,  and 
that  he  was  precisely  of  the  ssme  opinion 
as  when  the  measure  of  last  Sessioii  was 
passed:  but  what  was  the  very  logical 
inference!  why,  that  he  would  alter  it 
next  Session.  Such  a  deductioo,  he 
maintained,  could  by  no  means  be  legiti- 
mately drawn  from  the  premises.  The 
next  misrepresentation  arose  out  of  the 
Speech  of  the  right  hon.  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He  had 
heard  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state,  in 
reply  to  the  Speech  of  the  noble  JLord 
who  introduced  this  motion,  that  be  was 
ready  to  enter  into  the  discussioo  of  the 
Corn-law  whenever  it  was  brought  forward 
as  a  distinct  question,  but  that  such  and 
such  had  been  the  principle  of  the  Corn- 
law  for  a  long  time  past,  and  that  was 
immediately  construed  into  an  edmisaioQ 
that  the  act  of  last  Session  was  a  fempo* 
rary  measure.  It  was  also  said  that  tiM 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  altered  his 
opinion  since  the  last  Sessioo  of  Parlifti* 
ment.  Now,  having  formed  part  of  nsaay 
deputations  that  had  waited  upoo  the 
Government  on  this  questioo,  he  SMst  any 
the  general  principle  maintained  cm  at 
that  House,  as  well  as  within-  it,  wae  that 
the  alterations  proposed  woaU  not  seri- 
ously affect  those  who  thought  they  wmdd 
be  injared  by  their  operatioii,  the  Intea* 
Im  alw»ya  betng  t»  pvolaet  tha  laboar 


and  capital  of  the  country.  Hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  did  not  think  the  Go- 
vernment went  far  enough,  but  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  declared  that  he  would 
not  consent  to  such  an  alteration  of  duties 
as  would  affect  the  labour  and  capital  of 
the  country.  He  distinctly  nnderstood 
from  the  nght  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head 
of  the  Government,  that  with  respect  to 
the  Corn-laws  he  entertained  the  same 
opinions  he  did  last  Session  ;  that  he 
woold  not  give  an  assorance  that  to  the 
end  of  time  that  law  should  be  maintained, 
but  that  the  duty  should  be  so  regulated 
that  the  labour  and  capital  of  the  country 
shouM  be  protected.  If  that  prineiirie 
were  maintained,  it  was  all  he  asked.  But 
if  the  Government  bsA.  said^  **  We  will 
irrevocably,  and-iUndestatt  circumstances, 
pledge  ouraelipfM  itp  maiittsBn  this  law,**  it 
wouM  have  f^wpji  liim  no  security  what* 
ever  for  its  mlmsteiance,  because  he  riioeld 
have  felt  that  any  Govomment  whirii 
could  be  so  weak  as  to  allow  itself  to  be 
taunted  into  such  a  declaration,  so  lar 
from  maintaining  the  law,  would  be  the 
first  to  change  it ;  bat  if  the  right  hoa. 
Baronet  had  last  year  mental  reservations, 
and  contemplated  a  period  when  he  might 
alter  the  law,  he  eould  not  in  such  a  case 
continue  to  support  him.  He  regretted 
that  aome  of  bia  hon.  Friends  baa  npen 
this  subject  fallen  into  the  trap  seifor 
them  by  Gentkinen  opposite.  It  sesmed 
to  be  a  regular  plan  acted  npon  by  all  the 
OppoaitioB  jonrnala  during  the  recess,  to 
produee  the  iaspreMion  tkat  the  law  mast 
be  altered  this  SemioB.  It  was  it  decided 
|Nirty  movement,  and  benoe  the  first  qtea- 
tion  put  wu  whether  the  law  waa  to  be 
altered  this  Sessioot  «« No,**  said  dm 
right  boo.  Baroael,  which,  in  tbe  logie  of 
hon.  Gentleoien  opfMiaile,  conld  of  eoorso 
oolyasean  that  he  intended  to  al^sr  it  next 
Session.  Althongh  be  and  aone  of  his 
hon.Frienda  hnd  dUbind  ftom  theOo- 
vemsaent  on  many  pointa  during  the  leal 
Session  nf  PsarUaosent,  be  did  net  think 
her  Ma|eaty's  Governssent  conU  how 
nmde  hirer  and  cknuer  stalemente  wilk 
reepeei  to  wit  ahoation  of  the  Oom4av 
than  they  hnn  dene  since  the  psescntSei* 
sion  eommeoeed;  nod  if  he  thoeght  they 
had  oHMln  those  sUleasenU  with  Ihn 
sligheat  reservation,  which  he  did  nol 
believe^  if  he  ttoni^i  diey  ctmlmnnlalad 
aofaltenlionMlbeiavt  nndduk  kedid 
not  halieie,  ke  menld  no  longer  nifo  Ana 
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hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  been  grossly  misstated 
in  the  public  organs  supporting  the  opinions 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  The  principle 
the  Government  had  laid  down,  in  reducing 
the  duty  on  corn^  was  to  endeavour  to  effect 
an  alteration  without  seriously  affecting 
the  labour  and  capital  employed  in  the 
production  of  that  article.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  now  said  that  he  would  not  make 
the  mad  reductions  demanded  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  but  that  he  would 
consider  whether  such  reductions  would 
prove  injurious  to  the  labour  and  capital 
employed  in  agriculture.  This  was  pre- 
cisely the  same  principle  as  was  laid  down 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  last  Session. 
It  had  been  said  that  the  motion  now  be- 
fore the  House  was  not  a  party  question ; 
but  a  more  complete  party  speech  than 
that  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Ports- 
mouth he  had  never  heard.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  evidently  designed  to 
set  clumsy  and  ill-conceived  traps  for 
Gentlemen  on  that  (the  Ministerial)  side 
of  the  House.  That  right  hon.  Gentle- 
roan  attempted  to  make  it  out  that  there 
had  been  some  mental  reservation  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  with  respect  to  the 
Corn-law,  and  stated  that  when  the  mea- 
sure of  last  Session  was  introduced  they 
were  not  told  that  it  was  to  be  regarded 
as  a  settlement  of  the  question.  He 
would  repeat,  that  if  the  Government, 
when  they  brought  forward  the  measure 
of  last  Session,  contemplated  any  further 
alteration  in  the  law,  they  had,  in  not 
having  communicated  such  intention  to 
those  who  then  objected  to  that  measure, 
been  guilty  of  great  deception,  and  he  for 
one  could  not,  under  such  circumstances, 
continue  to  give  them  his  support.  But 
he  would  at  the  same  time  say,  that  it 
was  absurd  to  expect  any  Minister  of  the 
Crown  to  declare  that,  as  long  as  he  lived, 
he  would  pledge  himself  to  make  no  alter- 
ation in  a  particular  law.  No  wise  Mi- 
nister, certainly,  would  give  such  a  pledge ; 
and  he  far  from  regarding  such  a  decla- 
ration as  any  security  against  change, 
would  consider  that  the  man  who  was 
weak  enough  to  make  it  would  also  be 
weak  enough,  when  pressed  by  circum- 
stances, to  accede  to  an  alteration.  He 
had  never  believed,  and  he  did  not  now 
believe,  that  the  Government  entertained 
any  intention  of  altering  the  Corn-law  ; 
and  he  was  sorry  that  some  hon.  Gentle- 
men oa  his  fide  of  the  House  had  falleu 


into  the  trap  which  bad  beeo  set  for  tkeni. 
He  regretted,  as  much  as  any  one,  the 
deep  and  severe  distress  which  afieeled 
the  manufacturing  interest;  but  tone 
very  curious  facts  had  come  out  incidea* 
tally  during  the  present  debate^  whicb 
convinced  him  that  this  diitreat  arose 
from  a  complication  of  circumsteoces^ 
which  would  preclude  any  committee  of 
that  House,  even  if  their  labours  were 
prolonged  for  twelvemonths,  from  pio> 
viding  a  remedy  for  it.  The  qoestioB 
would  require  the  most  careful  and  ab- 
stracted attention  of  able  men,  in  their 
closets,  in  order  to  arrive  at  any  means  of 
relief.  The  right  hon«  Gentleman  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
stated,  on  high  authority  that  this  country 
could  produce  manufactures  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  any  other:  and  it  had  been  asserted 
by  hon.  Grentlemen  opposite  that  there 
had  been  a  greater  average  quantity  of 
manufactured  goods  exported  during  the 
last  three  years  than  had  been  the  case 
during  any  former  period.  He  would  say 
nothing  about  the  price;  but,  coocor- 
rently  with  these  circumstances,  a  great 
number  of  artisans  had  been  destitute  of 
employment.  He  thought,  then,  there 
must  be  something  very  extraordinary  in 
the  state  of  the  manufacturing  districts. 
He  was  not  one  of  those  persons  who 
supposed  that  they  could  put  down  ma- 
chinery by  legislation ;  but  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  state  of  things  to  which  he 
referred  must  have  arisen  from  immense 
competition — a  competition  between  real 
capital  and  credit — which  had  led  to  ex- 
tensive overproduction.  How,  then,  were 
they  to  remedy  the  existing  evil  ?  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  proposed  to  do  this 
by  extending,  as  they  said,  our  commerce, 
while  at  the  same  time  they  would  dis- 
place the  labour  of  the  agriculturists.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  said  that  our  commerce  most 
be  promoted  to  an  unlimited  extent ;  but 
if  that  was  done  by  the  exchange  of  oor 
manufactures  fur  foreign  com,  the  com  of 
this  country  must  be  displaced  to  an  an- 
limited  extent.  If  they  only  imported  as 
much  corn  as  they  needed  to  supply  the 
deficiency  of  productbn  in  this  country, 
then  the  exports  of  our  manufactures  in 
exchange  must  be  limited  to  the  value 
of  the  corn  imported;  but  if  an  un- 
limited amount  of  manufactured  goods 
were  exported  in  exchange  for  foreign 
corn,  the  corn  of  this  country  must  na- 
turally be  displaced.    Hon.  Gentleineo 
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which  would  nocesiarily  displace  a  great 
portion  of  agricultural  labour  and  capi. 
tal,  prevented  bia  voting  with  the  noble 
Lord. 

Mr.  Brotherion  said,  that  the  distreai 
which  had  exiited  for  two  or  three  yeari 
past  still  continued  to  an  alarming  extent ; 
andy  being  convinced  of  thia»  he  should 
support  the  motion^  not  from  any  party 
feeling*  but  from  a  sincere  desire  that  the 
people  should  be  relieved  from  the  evils 
they  experienced.  He  could  state  from 
his  own  knowledge,  that  all  classes  of 
traders  were  suffering  to  a  great  extent ; 
the  merchant,  the  manufaotureri  the  ship- 
owner, were  all  going  in  a  downward 
course.  Letters  he  had  received  within 
these  two  days  from  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers stated,  that  they  thought  things 
were  growing  worsCf  and  that  the  distress 
was  becoming  more  and  more  prevalent. 
Ho  had  in  his  hand  a  statement  relatiFe 
to  the  borough  of  Salford»  taken  from 
returns  made  by  the  Poor-law  guardians, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  in  the  Salford 
Union,  in  the  quarter  ending  December, 
1839,  there  were  2,181  persons  relieved  t 
in  1840,  2,239;  in  1841,2.880;  in  1842, 
4,230;  and  he  wai  told  that  sinee  these 
returns  had  been  made  in  January  laat» 
there  had  been  an  increase  of  numbers. 
The  poor-rates  levied  in  Salford  in  1836| 
amounted  to  7,079/.;  in  1839  they  were 
13,366/.:  in  1840,  12,761/.;  in  1841, 
17,547/.;  in  1842,  23.96U  But  this 
was  not  all ;  in  addition  to  the  inoreaee  in 
the  rates  and  the  number  of  paupers,  there 
had  been  a  decreaie  in  the  value  of  pro* 
perty.  In  1839  the  rental  waa  156,33d(. ; 
in  1842  it  was  141, 100/,^  showing,  in  two 
yearsi  a  decrease  of  14,232/.  i  and  there 
ought  to  be  considered*  in  addition  to 
this,  all  the  uninhabited  bousei^  miUa» 
and  other  places ;  and,  therefore^  the  de^ 
preciation  of  property  must  be  goiog  on 
to  an  alarming  extent.  Even  this  eras  aol 
all ;  crime  was  incraasinff ;  great  demo* 
ralization  was  always  produced  by  a«ch  a 
state  of  things.  Comparing  yeara  of  pk&ty 
with  years  of  Karcity  it  waa  always  KHiad» 
that  when  food  was  plentiful  orime  di- 
minished, and  increased  with  a  eQarcity« 
In  1831  there  were  1,000  persoqa  coaa»i 
mitted  for  trial  at  the  New  Bidley,  in  Set 
ford*  In  1836,  notwithatanding  the  ion 
crease  of  populatmn,  when  food  was  cheap> 
there  was  oolj  an  iiurrease  of  13  in  the 
number  committed.    In  1843  tbe  iitu»bev 
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that  there  was  some  improvement  in  the 
districts.  He  waa  ready  to  admit,  that 
when  the  news  of  the  peace  with  China 
arrived,  there  was  a  considerable  diapd« 
sitioD  to  set  tbe  mills  to  work ;  wom»  VM 
had  been  only  working  half  time,  worked 
full  time ;  but  the  report  of  Mr.  Horner, 
the  factory  inapector,  whieb  had  lately 
been  laid  on  theTkble  by  the  Home  A^tm^ 
tary,  ahowed  that  there  vrere  but  4,710 
out  of  the  16,774  out  of  emplovaMot  in 
1841,  who  were  now  in  foil  employ}  wi 
that  of  thoie  who  were  balf»emplo^, 
there  were  1 1 ,469  atill  working  diort  time. 
Then  there  waa  no  bvildiog  going  on  i  all 
waa  paralyaed  t  machine-mekera  wereatft 
low  ebb ;  the  joinere.  carpenters,  and 
bricklayera  were  almoat  all  outof  employ  t 
and  nrnny  other  tradei  were  in  great  oe*' 
praasion*  Therefore,  be  >aa  juatified  iq 
leying,  that  the  state  of  distree«  wae  000** 
tiouing  to  increaHff  and  that  there  wm  no 
app^erance  of  improvemeot.  Food,  m 
doubt,  waa  something  eheaper  thta  U 
wiMi;  and  while  food  oontinved  cke^Pa 
there  might  be  a  cbanoe  of  trade  lOTtviiii. 
Oo  tbe  other  aide  of  tbe  Hmiae  tbtre  w<m 
eympathy  expreaied,  no  doubti  bvt  m 
loemi  eppeiMred  to  be  oolitemplalid  to 
relieve  the  distifm,  Hoa«  Membere  op» 
poMte  did  not  eppear  to  btUeve  thert  m$ 
any  neeeeiity  for  the  relaxation  of  thtio 
laws  which  obatroeted  tbe  markele  for  Mf 
prodttce*  Sogie  aaid  the  diitieae  waa  eW 
uibutablf  to  ofer^tradiiy,  ollievi  I0  muh 
ohinery,  otbera  to  ioint«etock  baafak 
NMrneiPoe  oauaee  bad  been  tmifoitit  Hon* 
of  them,  in  bia  opjnkm,  aofikneiK  fa  ac» 
count  for  the  evtenl  of  tbe  •ail.  Whut 
were  the  mnedife  ptopotedt  The  how. 
Mamb^r  for  KoeieMoroogb  (Mft  For* 
rood)  bad  propoaed  to  wii  •  Its  ga 
nMohinory;  in  foet»  maobintiv  lewnd 
to  be  imended  to  be  atopped  wlioQf. 
Bat  if  tboy  Mmod  the  awohiiea,  m« 
went  haok  to  haid-looai  weaving  mA 
■piaoipgi  end  tUowed  iho  mmfaetmrn 
o«  tbt  ConliiiMt  to  wee  tU  tho  iiew^ 
infanted  mtohiiierf  vhiob  Britieh  wyo* 
naitf  andakUlhid  diwofONd  wA  «nMM 
to  the  prodnotioii  of  it*  wmufoetafMb 
how  iMio  the  fiObODO,OOOL  of  li«ea,«id  tht 
60»000,00(M,  <tf  lent,  avd  tbo  10,000^0001. 
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What  increased  our  wealth  but  machinery? 
What  increased  the  value  of  the  land  but 
our  commerce  ?  Hon.  Members  in  this 
seemed  very  ready  to  put  the  cart  before 
the  horse,  and  say,  that  the  landed  interest 
ought  to  be  looked  to  before  the  commer- 
cial interest.  He  was  ready  to  admit,  that 
the  landed  interest  and  the  commercial 
interest  ought  to  go  hand  in  hand ;  but  it 
was  the  prosperity  of  the  latter  that  caused 
the  prosperity  of  the  former.  What  was 
it  that  enabled  the  artizan  of  England  to 
earn  higher  wages  than  the  foreigner  ? — 
Our  manufactures.  If  the  landowners 
knew  their  own  interest,  they  would  cherish 
commerce;  and,  though  he  knew  it  was 
in  vain  to  appeal  to  their  humanity,  he 
did  expect  something  from  their  views  of 
their  own  interests  ;  the  moment  they  saw 
their  own  interest  in  it,  they  would  relax 
these  laws.  He  was  well  aware,  that  it  was 
in  vain  to  appeal  to  their  justice  or  hu- 
manity, but  he  did  expect  something  from 
ao  appeal  to  their  interests ;  the  moment 
they  found  that  the  existing  laws  were  ad- 
verse to  their  interests,  they  would  give 
way ;  the  argument  must,  therefore,  be 
addressed  to  their  pockets.  It  was  quite 
a  fallacy  to  suppose  that  the  Corn-law 
could  not  be  relaxed  without  injuring  the 
land ;  by  promoting  the  manufacturers' 
interest,  they  would  promote  their  own. 
The  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Man- 
chester found  out  this.  Previously  to  the 
distress,  they  had  been  in  favour  of  the 
Corn-laws  ;  but,  on  the  suspension  of 
labour,  when  they  found  they  could  not 
sell  what  they  brought  to  market,  and 
that  there  was  do  money  to  pay  for  food, 
they  had  altered  their  opinions,  for  they 
taw  that  it  was  owing  to  there  t)eing  no 
employment  for  the  people.  Seventy  years 
ago,  the  cotton  manufacture  employed 
not  more  than  60,000  persons;  now  it 
employed  not  less  than  1,500,000.  Seventy 
years  ago,  there  were  not  more  than 
350,000  inhabitants  in  Lancashire,  now 
there  were  1,600,000,  a  great  portion  of 
whom  were  employed  in  manufactures. 
But  the  landed  interest  said,  "  We  must 
have  protection;  we  are  your  best  cus- 
tomers." Look  at  the  facts.  In  1815, 
when  the  Corn-law  was  established,  the 
manufacturers  could  exchange  a  piece  of 
calico  for  three  bushels  of  wheat;  and 
now  they  could  not  get  more  than  about 
three  quarters  of  a  bushel  of  wheat  for  a 
piece  of  calico  of  the  same  quality.  Here, 
tbereforei  they  gate  the  landowner  cheap 


goods  for  dear  corn.  That  was  the  valuable 
custom  that  they  told  the  manafacturen 
of.  As  for  the  principles  of  the  Gofem- 
ment,  he  admired  them ;  but  what  they 
wanted  was  the  practice  of  those  princi- 
ples. They  agreed  to  the  existence  of  dis- 
tress, and  in  the  principle  which  would,  if 
applied,  alleviate  it ;  and  they  allowed  that 
the  population  had  increased  by  220,000  a 
year ;  but  they  would  not  carry  out  tbei- 
principles.  What  was  to  come  of  this  im 
mense  annual  increase?  If  they  were  not  em- 
ployed, they  must  come  on  the  land.  How 
to  set  them  to  work  was  the  problem ; 
how  the  labourer  or  artizan  was  to  earn 
his  bread  ?  Why,  the  natural  plan  %ras  to 
extend  our  commerce.  It  had  been  said, 
that  over  trading  and  over  production  were 
the  causes  of  the  distress.  How  could 
overproduction  be  taking  place?— over 
production  meant  diminished  demand.  The 
people  were  not  clothed.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Durham  (Mr.  Liddell)  had  talked 
of  a  railroad  to  Jupiter,  and  our  being  able 
by  machinery  to  supply  the  people  there ; 
but  he  had  heard  it  calculated  by  a  Friend 
that  the  manufacturers,  with  all  their  ma- 
chinery, could  not  at  present  furnish 
three  quarters  of  a  yard  for  each  indivi- 
dual in  this  world  without  going  to  Jupiter. 
To  supply  the  East  Indies  alone  would  re- 
quire a  factory  to  reach  from  Manchester 
to  London.  It  was  admitted  that  other 
countries  were  ready  to  take  our  goods  if 
we  would  take  their  com ;  but  it  was  sup- 
posed that  such  a  proceeding  must  necet- 
sarily  displace  our  labour.  That  was  a 
fallacy:  but  if  it  should,  a  duty  of  Is. 
per  quarter  on  foreign  corn  is  a  tax  upon 
the  community  equal  to  the  wages  of  all 
the  labourers  employed  on  3,(K)09000  of 
acres.  It  was  said  food  was  cheap;  that 
he  allowed ;  but  under  the  sliding-scale  no 
more  can  be  imported  except  at  a  famine 
price,  and  as  certainly  as  day  follows 
nighty  prices  will  again  rise  to  66s.  per 
quarter,  when  we  may  receive  foreign 
corn  at  a  duty  of  85.  per  quarter.  Nothing 
could  avert  this  in  the  present  state  of 
things.  One  sixteenth  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  country  were  at  present  dependent 
upon  foreign  corn ;  so  that,  with  all  their 
protection,  the  landed  interests  were  not 
able  to  feed  the  people.  But  the  increase 
of  machinery  was  the  cause  of  the  dis- 
tress. Now  what  caused  that  increase? 
It  was,  because  the  manufacturers  had  to 
compete  with  countries  where  food  was 
cheaper ;   therefore»   they  racked    their 
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brains  to  invent  new  machines  to  enable 
them  to  dispense  with    human    labour, . 
What  was  the  effect  of  protection  to  agri-  ; 
culture  ?    Not  to  stimulate  the  farmers  to 
produce  as  much  as  they  could,  they  said. 
^  A  short  crop  pays  as  well  as  a  large  one." 
aud  when  the  crop  was  short,  they  said, 
**  Now  we  shall  have  our  own  price.'*    He 
was  amused  with  the  symptoms  of  threats 
held  out  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R. 
Peel),  that  if  he  acted  according  to  his 
principles  the  landed  interests  would  de- 
sert him ;  but  let  him  act  on  his  professed 
principles  and  every  man  of  principle  on 
the   Opposition   benches  would    support 
him.     The  Corn-law  was  an  unjust  law. 
The  landowners  knew  they  had  the  power, 
and,  therefore,  maintained  it.  They  talked 
of  the  manufacturers  over  speculating  and 
spending  other  men's  money,  but  was  it 
fair  that  the  manufacturers  should  keep 
their  labourers  ?    Hon.  Gentlemen  oppoM 
site  talked  of  the  displacement  of  agncul- 
tural  labour.    Why,  it  would  be  better  for 
the  manufacturers  to  pay  the  amount  of 
the  whole  of  that  labour  than  to  have  their 
industry  and  enterprise  fettered  by  a  Corn- 
law  which  prevented  an  eitensiso  of  the 
boundaries  of  commerce.    Those  opposite 
had  the  power  to  make  the  law,  and  to  de- 
termine what  should  be  the  protection. 
Let  it  be  remembered,  that  a  duty  of  8f. 
per  quarter  is  a  tax   on   the  peo|^  of 
20,000,000/.  annually.    So  long  as  that 
law  continued  the  people  of  thit-«ouotry 
could  not  fail  to  see  that  the  legislatkm 
from  which  it  emanated  was  class  legisla- 
tion.   The  manufacturers  wanted  no  pro- 
tecting duties,  neither  did  the  artisans^  to 
which    he  hon.  Member  for  Winchester 
had  alluded  the  other  night.    Their  cry 
was,  "  Give  us  free  trade  in  corn,  and  we 
want  no  protection."    The  landed  interest 
it  was  which  kept  the  Ministers  io  office^ 
and  those  latter,  therefore,  whether  it  was 
their  intention  or  not,  had  no  power  to 
grant  what  was  so  anxiously  desired.  The 
people,    however,    bad  made    op    their 
minds  no  longer  to  submit  to  class  legis- 
lation.    Gentlemen  opposite  spoke  of  the 
displacement  of  labour,  but  what  was  the 
condition  of  the  agricultural  labourer,  after 
having  the  advantage  of  protection    for 
twenty-five  years?  [Hear.']  Why, itifaaa 
fact,  that  in  Dorsetshire  every  seventh  mao 
of  the  whole  population  was  a  pauper. 
Lord  Mountcashell  spoke  the  truth,  when 
he  honestly  avowed  that  the  object  of  the 
Cprn-laws  was  to  keep  up  the  rent  of  the 


landlords;  and,  until  a  reformation  was 
made  in  the  law,  which  was  enacted  with 
that  view,  Ministers  could  not  hope  for 
the  support  of  honest  men;  it  was  the 
cause  of  all  the  misery,  the  distress,  the 
degradation,  and  the  crime  with  which 
the  country  was  at  present  afflicted.  He 
(Mr.  Brotherton^  had  stated  the  distress 
which  so  extensively  existed,  and  in  two 
words  he  would  express  the  remedy,— 
namely,  free*trade.  When  a  river  over- 
flowed in  the  ordinary  course  of  natural 
when  the  cause  had  subsided,  it  retoriusd 
again  to  its  accustomed  limits;  Init  if 
barriers  were  raised  up  against  the  stream, 
those  who  raised  them  liad  no  right  to 
complain  of  a  stagnant  pod  or  super- 
abundant  accumulation.  He  was  per* 
fectly  convinced  of  the  troth  of  the  opin- 
ion to  which  he  had  given  otteraoce,  and 
he  called  upon  Ministers  to  fellow  oot  the 
principles  which  they  bad  themselfes  sane* 
tioned  by  a  partial  adoption. 

Mr.  Attwood  sakl,he  shoold  regret  if 
the  debate  closed  withoot  his  expressing 
briefly  the  reasons  which  woold  decide  hia 
conduct  on  the  occasion  of  a  motion 
which  brought  onder  the  consideraiion  ^f 
the  House  that  most  important  qoestion, 
the  present  condition  of  tlie  country.  He 
▼iewed  with  those  painful  feelings  oonosoa 
to  every  man,  the  diatrees  of  the  people;, 
and  partook  of  those  sentiments  of  appro* 
hension  as  to  the  resolt  which  were  fek 
by  e? erjp  sober-minded  and  0Qii\^ideiniB 
person  m  the  ooontry;  bot  if  any. one 
circumstance  more  than  another  itamed 
him,  and  caosed  bun  aimoet  to  despair  of 
the  country,  it  was  to  observe  the  manner 
in  which  this  sotriect  had  been  treated  in 
this  House.  He  beard,  neither  from  thoaa 
entrosted  with  the  powers  of  GovemasecA 
on  one  side  of  this  Hooae.  nor  from  the 
Benches  opposite,  where  sat  the  Gentle 
men  who  held  recently  the  powers  of 
Government,  anv  satisfectory  or  oonsbtent 
exposition  ci  the  eanset  wfaieh  had  re* 
doced  the  eoontrj'to  its  present  state; 
nor  were  anymeasores  propoeed  on  either 
Mde,  of  perssaneot  renMcfj,  or  efen  of 
temporary  relief.  The  eonrae  taken  bj 
the  Members  of  the  Administration  who 
had  spoken  would  be  viewed  with  dish. 
satisfectkNi  by  the  country.  The  ij|^t 
boo.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Hmn^ 
Department  had  mricen  with  that  powwr 
which  belonged  to  him,  hot  hii  speech  had 
duNippohited  bun,  and  woold  disapppilK 
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great  part  of  what  he  had  said,  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  appeared  to  look  on  this 
rather  as  a  question  of  party  politics  than 
one  which  involved  the  safety  of  the 
country.  His  anxiety  seemed  rather  to 
be  to  ascertain  whether  this  motion  was 
intended  to  be  a  trial  of  party  strength, 
on  which  was  to  depend  his  prospects  of 
a  longer  or  shorter  continuance  in  office. 
He  would  do  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
justice.  He  did  not  wholly  overlook  the 
condition  and  the  interests  of  the  people; 
and  on  this  topic,  to  one  of  the  statements 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  he  desired  to 
advert.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  laid 
before  the  House  statements  of  the  extent 
in  which  mortality  prevailed ;  the  people 
were  distressed  according  to  his  tables, 
but  they  did  not  die;  they  suffered,  but 
they  yet  lived.  This  conclusion  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  derived  from  a  table  of 
great  authority,  as  he  assured  the  House. 
Now  he  must  be  excused  if  he  withheld 
his  assent,  not  to  the  table,  but  to  the 
conclusions  drawn  from  it,  as  he  should 
from  every  statistical  table  quoted  par- 
tially, and  not  laid  entire  on  the  Table  of 
the  House.  He  had  seen  too  much  of 
the  errors  to  which  tables  of  this  kind 
led  ;  the  right  hon.  Baronet  knew  it  well, 
and  the  House  generally  distrusted  such 
statements.  He  had  taken  the  autumn 
quarter  of  1842,  had  contrasted  that  with 
the  autumnal  quarters  of  three  previous 
years,  and  from  those  drew  his  conclu- 
sions. But  the  year  had  other  quarters 
besides  the  autumnal  quarter,  and  until 
he  saw  the  mortality  of  the  whole  of  those 
years,  he  withheld  his  assent  to  the  fact, 
which  he  would  have  been  glad  to  believe 
-—that  the  present  distress  of  the  country 
was  not  accompanied  by  a  great  augmen- 
tation of  deaths,  by  a  great  diminution  of 
marriages,  and  legitimate  births.  But  if 
he  was  dissatisfied  with  the  course  adopted 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  he  was  still 
more  disappointed  in  what  had  been  said 
by  the  Vice-Presideiit  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  That  right  hon.  Gentleman  told 
the  House  that  an  improvement  had  taken 
place  in  the  condition  of  the  country,  that 
there  was  greater  employment  for  labour, 
and  an  improved  condition  of  the  la- 
bourer, and,  amidst  that  universal  cry  of 
distress  which  arose  from  every  part  of 
the  land,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
arrived  at  this  conclusion  by  an  examina- 
tion of  the  condition  of  the  Savings- 
banks.     He   would  explain    the    falinoy 


which  led  to  this  conclusion ;  bat  in 
doing  so  he  apologised  to  the  House  for 
occupying  its  attention  with  a  matter  so 
trivial,  excepting  from  the  importance  it 
derived  from  the  gentleman  from  whom 
it  emanated.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
found  that  in  the  quarter  ending  in 
January  last  there  were  increased  depositt 
in  the  Savings-banks,  as  comparea  with 
the  quarter  of  January,  1842,  and  Janu- 
ary,  1841.  In  the  Savings-banks  of 
South  Lancashire  he  found  that  an  ad* 
dition  of  20,000/.  or  thereabouts,  had 
been  made.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  have  known,  and  should  have 
told  the  House,  that  these  deposits  in  the 
Lancashire  Savings-banks  were  made  by 
persons  who  traded  in  money*-that  in 
the  general  market  of  money  ila  price 
had  fallen  in  the  periods  he  referred  to  in 
a  degree  more  than  one  half,  whilst  theae 
Lancashire  banks  were  enabled  by  the 
law  to  give  the  very  same  inlefest  for 
money  now  the  price  had  fallen  which 
they  gave  when  the  price  was  double  its 
existing  rate.  They  gave  a  high  price  for 
a  cheap  commodity.  The  commodity 
was  taken  to  them  in  greater  quantitiet, 
and  the  Gentlemen  at  the  head  of  the 
trade  department  in  that  Hoose,  law  in 
that  circumstance  something  which  iaa« 
tified  him  in  inferring  a  greater  employ- 
ment  for  labour  and  an  imprOTed  con* 
dition  of  the  labourer.  He  woold  gtfe 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  another  aimRar 
instance.  It  was  not  in  the  Sartnga* 
banks  alone  that  deposits  had  increased. 
They  had  increased  in  that  great  mart  of 
deposit  the  Bank  of  England,  and  to  this 
extent.  In  the  first  period  taken  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Bank  depoaiti 
were  7,049,000/.,  in  the  second  period 
7,948,000/.,  and  in  the  hut  period,  fia. 
January,  1843,  10,467,000/.,  showing  an 
increase  of  3,400,000/.  in  the  deposits  of 
this  establishment.  He  recommended 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  inqoire  of 
some  gentleman  connected  with  the  banks, 
or  acquainted  with  the  mooted  affairs  of 
London,  whether  this  addition  evinced  an 
improved  demand  for  labour,  and  he 
would  be  told  that  it  exhibited  precisely 
the  reverse;  that  the  accumulation  of 
money  in  unproductive  masses,  in  banks 
and  Savings-banks,  was  rather  an  evidence 
that  no  beneficial  employment  for  money 
could  be  found  in  the  channels  of  pro- 
ductive industry,  in  which  channels  alone 
money  could  give  employment  to  bbour. 
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or  assist  the  productive  claiset.  Did 
not  the  right  hoD.  GentleroaD  know  that 
those  whohad  invested  in  theSavingt-bankt 
of  South  Lancashire  did  so  because  they 
found  they  were  carrying  on  a  losing  trade 
by  dealing  in  money  ?  The  investments 
were  no  sign  of  improvement  in  the  coun- 
try. The  joint-stock  banks  gave  to  those 
who  deposited  with  them  3/.  6s.  8d.  per 
cent.,  and  the  Government  gave  the  joint- 
stock  banks  4  per  cent. ;  and  then  the 
Government  bought  consols  at  95,  which 
would  afterwards  be  sold  at  80,  whenever 
the  money  was  demanded,  thus  losing 
by  the  transaction  15  per  cent.  If  a 
private  individual,  or  even  a  joint-stock 
bank  were,  to  take  the  course  pursued  by 
the  Government,  and  had  not  the  ex- 
haustless  exchequer  of  the  nation  at  their 
backs,  it  would  shortly  lead  to  bankruptcy, 
yet  a  Member  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, the  head  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
that  House  cited  the  fact  of  an  extraor- 
dinary proof  of  the  increased  employment 
of  industry  and  the  improved  condition  of 
the  country.  But  if  be  (Mr.  Attwood) 
was  little  satisfied  with  what  he  had  beard 
from  bis  own  side  of  the  House,  be  saw 
less  ground  for  confidence  on  the  other 
side  and  should  give  to  the  noble  Lord  who 
brought  forward  this  motion  neither  his 
confidence  nor  his  vote.  He  had  given 
no  confidence  to  those  bon.  Gentlemen 
when  they  were  in  power,  and  they  had 
none  of  his  approbation  now  they  were  out 
of  oflBce ;  he  could  have  no  reliance  upon 
any  men  who,  in  times  like  these,  showed 
eargerness  either  toobtain  or  to  retain  place* 
Tlie  noble  mover  (Lord  Howick)  had  done 
what  no  other  Member  had  attempted; 
he  had  assigned  a  cause  for  the  present 
distressed  condition  of  the  people ;  and 
he  had  prescribed  a  remedy  when  no  other 
state  doctor  had  ventured  to  ofier  an 
opinion.  The  noble  Lord  had  adverted 
to  the  various  notions  promulgated  at 
various  times  respecting  the  origin  of  the 
existing  evils.  One  of  these  notions,  which 
he  apprehended  was  now  exploded,  had 
been  that  the  change  in  the  currency  had 
produced  them.  Another  was,  that  they 
were  owing  to  the  new  Poor-law.  He 
(Mr.  Attwood)  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord 
that  there  was  no  fonndatfon  for  thh 
opinion,  for  the  new  Poor-law  wai  the 
creature,  not  the  creator,  of  the  natwnti 
distress.  Again,  some  considered  taxatioo 
as  the  cause  of  distress ;  with  them  the 
noble  Lord  did  not  agree,  nor  did  be  (Mr* 


Attwood.)  The  country  paid  but  about 
fifty  millions  of  taxes ;  there  was  a  time 
when  it  paid  eighty  millions,  and  with  that 
burthen  universal  prosperity  prevailed; 
but  the  noble  Lord  might  have  found  on 
high  authority,  in  evidence  given  before  a 
committee  of  which  he  was  a  Member,  by 
Lord  Ashburton,  that  the  burthen  of  the 
fifty  millions  now  paid  pressed  as  heavily 
upon  the  country  as  did  the  former  eighty 
millions;  their  weight  having  been  virtually 
increased  by  those  alterations  in  the  cur- 
rency,  of  whfeh  the  noble  Lord  spoke  so 
lightly,  to  the  foil  extent  of  the  nominal 
r^uction  eflTected  by  snocetsive  Adminb- 
trations.  Others  look  to  machmery  as  die 
root  of  the  national  distress.  The  nobie 
Lord  as  little  agreed  with  them ;  hot  re- 
jecting all  these  opinions,  be  proposed  a 
scheme  of  hn  own.  The  noUe  Lord  saw 
in  intense  competition  the  root  of  all  the 
distress  of  the  country.  In  every  directkm 
he  saw  the  people  eagerly  contending  with 
each  other  foremployment  and  aubsistenee, 
the  disease  reached  all  classes.  If  fore^n 
Qovemmentt  wanted  British  goods  ten 
timei  the  qoantity  waa  ofiered.  The  pro- 
fesskms  were  infected  with  the  general 
disease ;  if  a  solicitor  weary  of  toil,  de- 
sired repose,  a  dosen  others  aerambled  for 
his  place;  and  the  eapitalists  joined  in 
the  strife;  if  a  man  wanted  money  on 
good  secority  they  bid  one  against  another 
for  the  mvestflsent.  Mow,  be  wonid  point 
oat  to  the  noUe  Leid  that  thb  kat  illns- 
tratton  be  had  given  overthrew  tolalhf  Ua 
whole  syateBL  The  competition  or  en* 
pitalista  to  lend  money  wii  a  new  featnrai 
Twelve  montba  back,  two  or  three  yetre 
beck,  no  soch  eonpetttiott  wie  seen.  Tke 
capitattata  shmnk  bade  ftoni  adfaneea  of 
money,  they  reqnued  five,  six,  seven  tad 
ten  per  cent ;  ont  diatresa  bad  exialed  an 
long,  as  to  have  aaaamed  a  pemiaent 
charaeter;  it  existed  before  the  eonpe^- 
tition  of  the  eapitaliats  had  taken  plaee, 
and  the  noble  Lord  wouM  readily  see  thai 
a  competition  eonld  have  been  no  caoae 
of  a  state  of  thinga  wbieh  todt  plaee 
before  ita  existence.  The  noble  Lord 
founded  hia  meaanra  of  relief  on  tbia 
theory.  Sfaice,  he  latd,  the  distseaa  we 
have  to  deal  with  plainly  aprings  Horn 
exoesaive  oompetitba,  his  reiMdy  waaap* 
plieable  to  the  eviL  BathehadlbrgQMea 
to  tell  them  where  this  eompetitioo  itaelf 
originated.  Waa  it  an  ineraaeed  dasira 
of  wealth  aaddenly  aeixhig  all  etaaaaap  or 
rather  the  preaaore  of  eevere  diiuaM^  llMi 
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want  of  food,  clothing,  and  the  necessaries 
of  life,  which  drove  them  to  this  severe 
struggle  ?  He  might  with  as  much  rea- 
son have  told  them  that  the  hunger  of  the 
people  was  the  cause  of  their  nakedness — 
that  distress  had  produced  distress — as 
that  either  was  caused  by  the  competition 
which  doubtless  existed,  but  which  had 
arisen  out  of  it.  What,  then,  was  his 
remedy  ?  He  found  too  much  labour,  too 
many  productions.  And  then  the  noble 
Lord  would  bring  in  the  labour  of  the  fo- 
reigner and  his  productions,  and  still 
further  increase  competition ;  and  this  was 
the  best  ground  the  noble  Lord  could  give 
for  his  motion.  But  what  said  the  noble 
Lord  who  sat  beside  him,  the  Member  for 
the  City  o^  London,  to  this  doctrine  of 
distress  arising  from  competition?  The 
whole  foundation  of  the  new  policy  of  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  London, 
turned  on  the  necessity  of  stimulating  in- 
dustry by  still  further  competition.  What 
was  the  meaning  of  all  they  heard  of  class 
interests,  of  monopolies,  spreading  over  the 
land — that  monopolies  are  inert  and  indo- 
lent— they  never  exert  themselves — they 
slumber  under  the  upas  tree  of  protection 
—competition  must  be  excited.  He  should 
leave  the  noble  Member  for  Sunderland 
in  the  hands  of  the  noble  Lord  beside  him, 
and  called  on  that  noble  Lord  to  explain 
to  the  Member  for  Sunderland,  that  if  bis 
ibeonr  were  true,  the  very  foundation  of 
his  prospects  and  policy  is  taken  away. 
He  now  called  on  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  to  answer  this 
part  of  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord.  He 
was  an  advocate  for  the  stimulating  sys- 
tem. What  else  meant  those  congrega- 
tions so  much  heard  of,  of  German  chemists 
and  English  farmers,  Scotch  speculators, 
and  professors  of  political  economy,  and 
he  believed  of  moral  philosophy,  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  brought  together  ? 
Surely  nothing  else  but  that  the  farmers 
were  to  learn  that  they  had  existed  hitherto 
in  a  state  of  torpid  indolence.  That  they 
must  be  stimulated  to  more  competition  — 
the  tariff  was  brought  to  act  on  them — 
they  must  learn  how  to  pay  h\^\\  rents  whilst 
they  sold  at  low  prices,  and  thus  supply 
the  demands  of  the  Income-tax  to  the 
capitalists — and  all  this  by  exploring  un- 
known powers  which  existed  in  the  earth. 
For  what  else  was  the  advice  given  to  rely 
on  themselves  hut  to  meet  comp<*lition  ? 
He  hoped  that  the  noble  lA>rd,  the  Mem- 
ber for  London,  on  the  one  side,  and  the 


right  hon.  Btrooet  oo  the  others  wooM 
decide  what  was  the  cause  of  diatreu. 
The  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  Sooder- 
land,  had  challenged  any  one  man  to  show 

I  an  instance  in  which  free-trade  had  been 
fairly  tried  and  had  failed.  He  tubmitled 
to  the  noble  Lord  that  the  whole  competi- 
tion of  the  country  was  an  instance  of  the 
application  of  free-trade  principles  and  of 

i  their  utter  failure.  During  the  former 
history  of  legislation  in  this  country  it  was 
founded  upon  the  better  basis  of  protecting 
native  industry.  It  was  in  18 15,  in  the 
petition  presented  by  the  merchants  of 
London,  that  we  first  found  oot  the  new 
principle  which  was  now  adopted  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  that  we  ought  to  sell 
in  the  dearest  and  buy  in  the  cheapest 
market.  From  that  time  to  this*  this  prin- 
ciple had  been  more  and  more  carried  oat ; 
we  had  been  sacrificing  our  native  indiiitry 
to  competition  with  foreign  countries;  and 
tlie  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  Sunder- 
land, might  see  in  the  application  of  free- 
trade  principles  the  consequence  of  the 
competition  he  advocated.  The  silk  trade 
was  an  instance  in  which  free-trade  bad 
been  applied ;  it  had  totally,  signally,  and 
painfully  failed.  He  saw  before  him  the 
hon.  Member  for  Montrose  (Mr.  Hume) 
who,  he  thought,  was  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  what  he  said.  Notwithstanding 
that  his  hon.  Friend,  the  Member  for 
Macclesfield  (Mr.  Brockleburst),  who  was 
one  of  the  largest  silk  manufacturers^  bad 
last  year  shown  by  the  most  coocliuive 
figures,  that  this  great  experiment  on 
the  silk  trade  had  failed;  and  although 
that  speech  had  received  no  answer 
from  any  person,  yet  he  perceived,  that 
in  another  House,  the  noble  Lord,  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
(the  Earl  of  Ripon)  had  undertaken  to 
show  that  the  experiment  on  the  silk  trade 
had  not  failed,  and  that  he  would  place  on 
the  table  of  the  House  papers  to  show  that 
fact.  He  thought  that  the  noble  liOrd 
would  not  be  able  to  place  on  the  table  of 
the  other  House  any  papers  which  had 
not  been  placed  on  the  table  of  that  (the 
Commons)  House,  and  if  this  were  so,  they 
could  show  no  such  facL  The  noble  Lord 
might  place  on  the  Table  papers  to  show 
the  increase  of  smugglmg ;  but  he  called 
upon  the  noble  Lord,  as  he  did  in  respect 
to  uihcr  matters,  when  he  produced  the 
papers,  to  show  the  state  of  the  silk  trade 
since  \SW — the  period  when  the  mea- 
sures of  Mr.  Huskisson  came  into  opera- 
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lion,  and  this  unfortunate  trade  was  de- 
stroyed :  to  place  also  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  his  own  speeches,  as  well  as 
those  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  on  proposing 
these  measures.  Let  the  House  see  the 
opinions  then  expressed  of  the  effect 
of  the  proposals.  Mr.  Huskisson  said, 
that  the  silk  trade  had  slumbered  under 
the  Upas  tree  of  protection ,  it  wanted 
French  competition  to  give  it  excitement, 
and  then  it  would  take  its  place  by  the 
side  of  the  cotton  trade.  One  reason  why 
the  new  measure  was  proposed  was  that 
smuggling  was  extensive  under  the  old 
system,  and  would  not  be  so  under  the 
new.  Let  the  anticipations  be  placed  side 
by  side  with  the  results,  and  he  was  sure 
it  would  be  found  that  no  failure  in  legis- 
lation had  been  more  signal  or  complete. 
The  shipping  interest  had  also  been  made 
the  subject  of  these  experiments,  and  he 
would  show  the  noble  Lord  with  what 
effect.  He  would  show  with  what  expec- 
tations the  reciprocity  treaties  of  1826 
were  introduced.  They  were  brought  for- 
ward by  Lord  Wallace,  who  stated  that  he 
was  about  to  give  to  the  ships  of  Prussia, 
Sweden,  Denmark  and  Norway,  privileges 
in  British  ports  which  they  had  not  yet 
received.  The  owners  of  English  vessels 
were  alarmed.  They  were  told  they  were 
wrong :  their  fears  were  groundless :  the 
shipowners  were  always  wrong.  It  was 
said  with  confidence,  that  the  shipowners 
of  England  would  be  able  to  contend 
against  foreign  ships,  and  that  no  appre- 
hensions were  to  be  entertained.  **  On 
his  own  part  Lord  Wallace  said,  he  had 
no  doubt  upon  the  subject,  and  he  trusted 
that  in  a  short  time  the  country  would 
have  no  doubt  too."  Mr.  Hnskisson 
thought  that  the  English  shipowners  could 
maintain  their  ground ;  but  even  if  it 
should  prove  otherwise,  it  was  an  object 
for  a  great  nation  to  give  larger  markets 
for  the  produce  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
though  the  shipping  interests  should  suffer, 
he  could  not  consent  to  sacrifice  the  inter- 
ests of  the  manufacturers  and  of  the  pro- 
ducers of  this  country,  even  to  that  im- 
portant interest,  the  shipping.  By  the 
last  returns,  it  appeared  that  navigation 
between  this  country  and  the  four  coun- 
tries included  in  those  treaties  had  greatly 
increased.  The  average  of  the  tonnage  of 
ships  for  the  four  years  preceding  1826, 
employed  in  the  British  and  foreign  trade 
between  England  and  these  four  countries 
was  291,000  tons;  the  average  for  the 
VOL.  LXVI.    {2SS} 


four  last  years,  of  which  they  had  a  return, 
showed  an  increase  to  537,000  tons.  The 
increase  had  been  from  29 1,000  to  537,000 
tons ;  but  what  part  had  England  obtained 
of  this  increase  ?  The  British  ships,  during 
the  first  period,  carried  129,000  tons  ;  the 
foreign  ships,  162,000  tons.  During  the 
last  average,  it  appeared  that  the  tonnage 
of  foreign  shipping  had  increased  from 
162,000  tuns  to  430,000  tons  ;  whilst  the 
tonnage  of  British  ships,  instead  of  increas- 
ing in  a  like  proportion,  had  fallen  from 
129,000  tons  to  106,000  tons.  There  had 
been  a  falling  off  of  20  percent,  on  British 
shipping  employed  with  these  four  coun- 
tries, with  which  we  then  entered  into 
reciprocity  treaties.  He  asked  the  owners 
of  ships,  when  one-fifth  of  their  employ- 
ment was  taken  off,  what  was  their  condi- 
tion ?  He  asked  the  owners  of  manufac- 
tures— he  asked  the  owners  of  land — 
what  they  would  suffer  if  the  demand  for 
their  produce  declined  one-fifth,  what 
would  be  the  worth  of  the  other  four-fifths? 
If  they  reduced  the  demand  one-fifth, 
there  would  be  a  total  ruin  to  the  other 
four-fifths.  Here  was  the  condition  of 
the  shipping  interests  after  the  application 
of  the  competition ;  one-fifth  had  been 
struck  from  the  British  shipping.  He 
would  only  add  that  he  would  not  give 
his  vote  to  the  noble  Lord,  for  he  could 
not  see  any  grounds  on  which  be  could 
support  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord. 

Mr.  M,  Oibson^  although  be  could  not 
but  express  his  strongest  opposition  to 
the  doctrines  advanced  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  speech  of  the  bon.  Member,  yet  he 
must  say  that  the  remarks  which  the  hon. 
Member  made  in  the  former  part  of  his 
address  met  with  his  full  concurrence.  He 
thought  that  the  remark  was  perfectly  just 
upon  the  course  taken  by  hon.  Members 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  in  making 
the  form  of  the  present  motion  a  chief 
topic  of  discussion.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  if  ever  there  were  a  practical  motion — 
if  ever  there  were  a  motion  supported  by 
parliamentary  precedent — if  ever  there 
were  a  plain  and  distinct  course  of  pro* 
ceeding  to  be  adopted  by  a  Member  of  that 
House,  it  had  been  adopted  upon  the  pre- 
sent occasion  in  the  mode  taken  for  bringing 
on  this  debate.  It  was  an  emphatic  appeal 
on  the  part  of  the  House  to  the  executive 
Government  to  come  forward  at  a  time  of 
anparalleled  distress,  and  apply  gome 
remedy;  and  the  issue  of  the  question 
was  this — that  those  who  voted  for  it 
2D 
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woald  express  an  optoioa  that  socnethin^ 
ooght  to  be  dooe  ;  whilst  those  who  voted 
a^iost  it  would  express  an  opinion  that 
BOthiog  ought  to  he  done.  He  coold  not 
help  thinking^  that  the  right  hoo.  Baronet 
at  the  head  of  the  Go?emment  himself 
felt  that  if  distress  were  proved,  and  that 
if  the  existing  measures  did  not  afford  a 
a  sufficient  remedy,  it  was  the  incumbent 
duty  of  the  executive  Government  to  come 
forward  and  propose  some  redress.  The 
noble  Lord  had  been  blamed  for  bringing 
forward  such  a  motion  at  a  time  of  great 
distress ;  but  if  they  were  not  to  bring 
forward  such  motions  at  such  a  time,  he 
would  like  to  know  when  the?  were  to  be 
made.  But  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
James  Graham)  had  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  the  executive  Government  to  show 
that  the  distress  wss  not  so  great  as  it  was 
represented,  as  the  ground  for  the  non- 
interference of  the  executive  Government. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  admitted  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  distress,  but  he 
said  there  were  symptoms  showing  that 
an  improvement  was  going  on  ;  and  in 
proof  of  his  assertion,  he  referred  to  the 
increase  in  the  deposits  of  the  Savings- 
banks.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr. 
Gladstone)  had  spoken  also  of  the  Sav- 
ings-banks, and  had  raid  that,  among  the 
working  men  in  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts, the  deposits  in  the  Saving^banks 
had  increased  ;  that  during  the  late  turn- 
out, large  sums  had  been  withdrawn  from 
the  Savings-banks  which  had  been  after* 
wards  replaced.  But  before  they  quoted 
the  Savings-banks  as  evidence  of  improve- 
ment, the  question  was,  what  was  the 
character  of  the  classes  who  made  these 
deposits.  They  ought  to  ascertain  of  what 
class  are  the  depositors.  He  had  the 
twenty-6fih  annual  report  from  the  Man- 
chester and  Salford  Bank  for  Savings,  and 
Government  Annuity  Society  for  the  past 
year,  containing  a  classification  of  all  the 
trades  and  occupations  of  the  depositors. 
Who  did  this  House  think  these  parties 
were  ?  Instead  of  being  cotton  spinners, 
weavers,  and  their  assistants,  silk  spinners, 
weavers,  and  their  assistants,  or  calico 
printers,  bleachers,  and  their  assistants, 
they  were  domestic  servants,  shopmen, 
warehousemen,  milliners,  and  persons  of 
that  description.  They  were  taught  to 
•xpect  that  the  artizans  rereive<i  more 
I  t,  and   by  their   savings   pio- 

"*rease;  whereas  it  was  pruved 


by  the  deUib,  that  out  of  14,937  aceoaDtt, 
there  were  only  911  cotton  spinners*  ae- 
connts,  131  silk  spinners',  and  41^  calico 
printers.  The  return  in  detail  showed  llie 
following  resolts  :* 

The  return  shewed  that^the  partiet  whoM, 
they  were  told,  had  been  lately  in  more 
prosperous  circumstances,  did  not  consti- 
tute a  large  class  of  the  depositors.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department  had  adduced  other 
symptoms,  to  show  that  the  distien  was 
not  so  great  as  had  been  represented; 
and  he  began  by  arguing  that  it  was 
shown,  by  the  fact,  that  the  value  of  oar 
exports  had  not  fallen  off  so  moch  be- 
tween 1841  and  1842  as  they  had  at  a 
former  period,  between  the  years  1836-7 
and  1837-8.  The  falling  off  in  the  first 
period  had  been  10,000,000/.,  and  in  the 
second  it  had  only  been  4,000.0001.  Let 
the  House,  however,  observe  the  nnfahr- 
ness  of  this  argument.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  took  precisely  the  year  in  which 
the  declared  value  of  our  exports  was  the 
greatest  that  they  had  ever  been  since  the 
peace  in  1815;  and  he  compared  the  id- 
ling off  between  that  exaggerated  year  and 
the  following  year  with  the  falling  off  in 
the  last  year  from  the  preceding  one,  which 
is  a  decline  from  a  year  of  depression. 
Again,  reference  had  been  made  to  the 
tables  of  mortality ;  but,  if  the  right  hoo. 
Baronet  had  referred,  as  no  donbt  he  had 
done,  to  the  sanatory  report,  he  wovld 
have  found  it  stated  that  the  tables  of 
mortality  could  not  be  brought  ferwanl 
as  any  proof  or  disproof  of  mannfactariiig 
distresss;  that  they  coold  not  be  qnoted 
as  any  evidence  of  manufacturing  or  mer- 
cantile distress.  The  hon.  Gentleman, 
the  Member  for  Whitehaven  (Mr.  M.  Att- 
wood)  had  very  properly  pointed  out  the 
inconvenience  to  the  House,  of  Minittere 
of  the  Crown  quoting  reports  which  were 
not  placed  upon  the  Table  of  ihe  House. 
No  opportunity  was  given  to  Members  of 
verifying  statements  which,  being  made 
by  persons  holding  high  places,  would 
have  a  great  effect,  and,  if  inconect, 
greatly  mislead  the  country.  When  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  stood  op  and 
talked  of  the  desire  of  the  representatives 
of  the  cotton  districts  to  overstate  the  dis- 
tress, he  added  that  it  was  a  remarkable 
fact,  that  fortv-nine  new  mills  were  bailt 
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and  brought  into  opei^tion  in  the  year 
1842.  The  inference  which  the  Home 
drew  from  the  etateiiieiit  of  the  right  hoo. 
Baronet,  he  thought,  waa  thiti  that  if 
there  were  100  cotton  nuilla  exiiting  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1841,  there  were  149 
existing  at  the  close  of  1842;  but  when 
he  (Mr.  M.  Gibson)  asked  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  what  he  meant  by  the 
forty-nine  new  mills,  and  whether  he 
meant  new  constructions-,  he  replied  that 
he  referred  to  the  old  mills  atanding 
still  in  the  year  1841  >  and  brought  into 
employment  in  the  year  1842,  and  that  he 
had  used  the  precise  words  of  Mr.  Horner, 
the  inspector  of  factories.  Now  he  had  al- 
ways obsenred  that  when  complaints  were 
made  of  manufectnring  distress,  Mr.  Hor- 
ner was  always  brought  up  in  judgment 
against  them.  When  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net (Sir  R.  Peel),  oA  a  former  occasion, 
quoted  Mr.  Horner,  he  thought  that  the 


report  afterwards  prodoced  did  not  quite 
bear  out  the  quotation.  But  let  that  paas. 
Upon  the  preaenl  oceaskm  they  haalf r. 
Homer's  report;  it  had  been  laid  on  the 
Table  that  night,  and  the  Houaa  woaU 
see  whethw  the  words  need  in  that  report 
were  calenlated  to  bear  the  meaning  wnieh 
had  been  put  npoo  them  of  new  milla  built 
and  brought  into  operation  in  1842.  [Sir 
J*  Graham  did  not  say  that.] ,  He  beliemd 
it  was  the  impression  of  the  House  thai 
the  fight  hon.  Baronet  did  say  so,  and  be 
did  not  correct  him  (Mn  Qibaon)  last  night 
when  he  aaid  the  right  bon»  Baronet  bad 
stated  that  forty-nine  new  mills  bad  been 
built  and  brought  into  operation  in  li4S» 
But  if  be  did  not  ao  state,  let  them  take  it 
upon  the  right  bon.Baronet'a  own  riiowing. 
He  -said  that  there  were  forty«nine  near 
mills  working  in  1 842,  and  he  brosfht  that 
forward  aa  a  proof  of  the  increaaiaf  proa- 
perity  of  the  ootton  districU:  and.  if  the 
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fact  were  as  stated,  it  would  bear  much 
against  the  opinion  entertained  that  the 
distress  was  increasing  year  by  year.  Novr 
he  found  that  Mr.  Horner  talked  of  these 
forty.ninesonaethings,  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  called  new  mills,  and  called  them 
forty-nine  new  concerns ;  he  (Mr.  Hor- 
ner) then  referred  to  schedule  D,  and 
there  he  had  an  opportunity  of  explaining 
his  meaning.  He  found,  upon  looking  to 
that  schedule,  that  at  least  thirty-nine 
out  of  these  forty-nine  were  changes  of 
tenancy  ;  they  were  cases  of  mills  taken  by 
new  parties  coming  to  the  buildings  and 
embarking  for  the  first  timein  the  cotton 
manufacture,  but  these  fresh  panics  had 
succeeded  men  who  had  gone  out,  no 
doubt,  from  bankruptcy  or  from  other 
causefi.  It  was  well  known  that  when 
machinery  was  much  depreciated,  many 
parties  took  the  opportunity  of  going  into 
the  trade,  being  enabled  to  embark  in  it 
on  easy  terms.  Therefore  it  was  that, 
although  there  was  great  distress  in  the 
manufacturing  districts,  they  found  parties 
ready  for  the  first  time  to  embark  in  the 
business  ;  out  of  the  forty-nine  new  mills 
brought  into  work  by  a  change  of  tenancy, 
it  was  not  impossible  that  some  were  not 
open  before  the  new  parties  came  in ;  still 
those  new  parties,  in  all  probability,  suc- 
ceeded others  who  had  very  recently  left 
them  from  bankruptcy  or  other  causes. 
But  how  many  new  mills  had  been  actually 
built  and  brought  into  operation  in  the 
year  1842?  Only  one.  Of  the  remaining 
nine  cases  of  *'  new  mills,"  one  had  been 
built  in  consequence  of  the  former  having 
been  burnt  down,  and  was,  perhaps,  built 
by  the  insurance-office;  others  were  mere 
additions  to  old  mills;  and  the  others 
were  not  completed,  and  consequently  not 
yet  brought  into  operation.  The  detail 
shewed  that  not  more  than  one  new  mill 
had  been  brou{;ht  into  operation  during 
this  year.  As  they  were  charged  on  that 
(the  Opposition)  side  of  the  House  with 
exaggerating  the  distress,  it  was  as  well  to 
understand  that  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  as  to  the  forty-nine  new 
mills,  was  calculated  to  mislead  the  House 
and  the  country,  and  to  lead  all  to  a  very 
different  view  of  the  state  of  the  cotton 
districts  that  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman intended  by  the  words  he  had  used. 
When  the  rieht  hon.  Gentleman  below 
him,  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Mr.  Baring),  accused  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet of  making  a  "stout  speech,"   he 


must  say  that  it  was  not  only  the  stoatett 
but  the  boldest  statement  be  had  beanl  is 
the  House,  to  assume,  because  certain  new 
tenants,  after  the  loss  of  the  former  oce«- 
pants,had  taken  a  certain  number  of  milb, 
that  parties  were  crowding  into  the  coltoa 
districts  in  the  hope  of  realizing  large  pro- 
j  fits.  He  would  take  the  liberty  of  qootiog 
'  from  Mr.  Horner's  report  his  own  opinion 
fof  the  state  of  distress  in  the  manofnctor- 
ing  districts,  and  he  would  ask,  after 
reading  it,  whether  when  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  used  this  report  it  was  right  for 
him  to  select  any  figures  whatever?  Mr* 
Horner,  in  his  report,  thus  spoke  of  the 
distress : — 

**  Up  to  the  end  of  July  trade  continued  in 
a  state  of  extreme  depression,  but,  about  that 
time,  a  partial  improvement  took  place  in 
some  branches,  and  the  hopes  of  the  manufce- 
turers  began  to  revive ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say 
the  prospect  is  again  overcast,  and,  in  the 
cotton  trade,  in  which  the  greater  proportion 
of  the  factories  are  engaged,  the  demand  is  so 
much  less  than  the  supply,  that  prices  have 
fallen  back  nearly  to  the  lowest  point  to  which 
they  had  gone  down  in  most  of  the  leading 
articles.  All  the  mill-owners  of  most  expo* 
rience  and  intelligence  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed, including  those  whom  I  have  all  along 
found,  in  these  bad  times,  to  be  the  least  dis- 
posed to  take  a  desponding  view,  tell  me  they 
took  forward  to  a  t>ad  winter.  Tlie  deplorable 
state  of  the  trade  for  a  long  time  past  and  at 
present,  and  the  gloomy  anticipations  as  to  the 
future  entertain^  by  those  best  acquainted 
with  it,  are  unequivocally  evinced  by  the 
number  of  large  mills  that  are  closed  ;  one  of 
which,  the  property  of  gentlemen  reputed  to 
be  of  great  wealth,  in  all  the  vidssitodes  of 
trade  has  never  before  ceased  for  more  than 
half  a  century.  In  my  report  of  the  19th  of 
October,  t83t,  I  stated  that  the  extensive 
mills  at  Gorton,  near  Manchester,  which  had 
cost  120,000/.,  after  standing  idle  for  a  year 
had  been  sold  for  36,000/.,  in  June,  1841. 

Is  that  one  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man*s  new  mills  ? — 

"  Notwithstanding  their  having  been  par- 
ceased  at  so  low  a  price,  and  that  the  buyers 
are  persons  who  are  believed  to  be  possessed 
of  great  capital,  and  are  of  extensive  expe- 
rience as  cotton  spinners,  these  mills  have  not 
yet  been  set  at  work." 

Are  these  the  mills  which  have  been 
brought  into  operation  ? 

Sir  J.  Graham  :  Would  the  hon.  Gen* 
tleman  allow  him  to  ask  whether  the 
report  which  he  had  read  was  that  of 
October  or  January  ?  Mr.  Homer  had 
made  two  reports,  and  it  was  important 
\  to  consider  which  of  them  was  alluded  to. 


809  Adjounud  Debalt  {Pt*. 

Mr.  Gibton:  It  wu  the  October  re- 
port which  he  had  read  [cheeri\.  Taking 
It  aa  hon.  Genilemeu  by  iheir  cheers 
DieaDt  to  suggest,  he  had  at  sll  eveiilt 
mode  out  his  caae  with  reference  to  the 
slatiitics  of  the  ligbt  lion.  Barooet.  He 
admitted,  that  he  had  not  read  the  whole 
of  the  report:  but  he  did  not  understand 
that  the  right  hon,  Barooet  denied,  that 
the  present  state  of  (he  cotton  districts 
was  that  which  wa>  deicribed.  [Sir  J, 
Graham:  1  do.]  Resting  the  ca»e,  ne- 
vertheless, oo  the  Btaiemeot  of  the  jighi 
hon.  Baronet,  that  forty-nine  new  mills 
had  been  opened — and  this  wb*  an  argu. 
meat  completely  apart  from  all  consider- 
ation of  Mr.  Horner's  opinion — he  had  a 
right  to  make  use  of  the  arguments  which 
he  bad  employed,  in  order  to  rehut  the 
charge  that  hon.  Members  on  that  side  of 
the  House  had  thovia  a  dispoiition  to  en- 
aggerale  the  preiaiting  distresKS,  and 
that  they  had  alleged  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  ber  Majesty's  Governmeai  to  un- 
derrate those  distresses.  At  all  events 
there  nas  nothing  so  distinctly  shown  as 
this  simple  fact,  that  the  Members  or  her 
Majesty's  Government  onght  not  to  have 
quoted  from  any  report  which  bad  pot  yet 
been  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House, 
and  printed  and  circulated  amongst  the 
Members  of  that  House.  But  without 
going  into  the  question  of  the  condition 
of  particular  mills,  of  how  many  persona 
were  wholly  or  partially  maintained  by 
the  parish  funds,  or  of  the  state  of  em- 
ployment of  the  poor  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Manchester  or  elsewhere,  what 
this  House  had  to  look  at  was,  the  cha> 
racter  of  our  export  trade,  and  be  thought 
that  on  a  question  of  this  description  the 
deterioration  in  character  nf  our  goods 
exported  was  a  consideration  of  great  im- 
portance. He  believed,  that  it  would  be 
found,  that  the  quality  of  the  manuTac- 
tured  produce  of  this  country,  which  was 
exported  had  much  fallen  off,  anil  that 
where  formerly  goods  had  been  taken  by 
foreign  countries,  upon  which  a  consider- 
able amount  of  British  labour  had  been 
expended,  now  those  countries  abiiained 
from  so  far  encouraging  the  manufaclurefi 
of  this  country,  and  they  took  goods 
which  were  more  of  the  natnra  of  the  raw 
material  than  of  articles  which  had  un- 
dergone the  process  of  manufacture.  He 
stated  this  from  the  information  supplied 
to  him  by  a  gentleman  upon  whose  vera- 
city and  knowledge  ha  beliered  tha  fullest 
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reliance  might  be  placed,  and  he  thai  de- 
sciibed  tbe  evils  which  existed  with  iegatd 
10  the  export  trade  of  our  cotton  mann- 
factnreri  :— 

"  1.  A  continued  deterioration  io  the  cha- 
ncier of  our  exports,  viL,  more  twist  or  ;am 
in  proportion  to  woven  goods,  aod  this  yant 
iisair  going  largely  in  an  early  suge  of  warp 
or  cop,  ready  for  ihe  loom,  inilead  of  reeled 
and  Urndled  as  fonneiiy,  thus  saving  one  Eng- 


bring  it  equal  in  price  to  the  bundled.  2.  A 
further  deterioration  in  the  character  of  the 
woven  goods  exported,  vii.,  a  diniDotion  of 
all  kinds  but  grey  calicos,  which  is  only  one 
stage  removed  from  the  yam.  3.  Almost  ces- 
sation in  the  export  of  handloom  goods,  in 
which  SwitHtlaod  and  Germany  beat  us  at 
open  market  in  every  conntiy.  4.  In  yarn  the 
whole  export  shows  an  increase  of  19,000,000 
lbs.  In  goods  some  diminution  of  yuds, 
but  in  value  a  reduction  of  2,500,000,  or 
14,000,«>04n  the  eleven  months,  up  to  Da. 
cember,  1843,  (Jannarv  not  yet  made  op).  5. 
Out  uf  350  millions  of  pauods  spun  last  year, 
only  forty-eight  millions,  or  one-seventh,  ra^ 
mains  for  home  consumption  and  stock," 

Tbia,  he  ihoaght,  tbe  Honw  wonid 
agree  with  him  in  thinking  mat  a  veiy 
important  statement  ~  a  Btaiemmt  to 
which  hon.  Gentlemen  oppoaite,  who  laid 
such  itreis  upon  ibe  capabilities  of  tbe 
home  market  for  carrying  off  our  roann-' 
faclures,  and  for  giving  full  employment 
of  tbe  Engliih  labourer,  would  do  wall  to 
direct  their  especial  attention.  Tbe  right 
hon.  Oaotleman,  the  Vica-Preiidant  of 
tha  Board  of  Trade,  had  told  the  Home 
of  the  tariff  and  of  the  Corn-law  of  laat 
year,  and  he  had  told  tbe  Hon«e  what 
waa  going  to  be  dpno  in  reference  to  the 
sugar  of  fcire^n  countnea.  Look  at  Ibe 
Corn-law  of  last  year— waa  it  not  paaMd 
for  (be  purpoM  of  regalaling  the  com 
trade,  and  bad  there  not  been  more  failnm 
in  that  trade  since  tbe  new  law  bad  pawed 
than  in  any  correapondiDg  period  nnder 
the  old  law  T  But  bopea  were  held  ont 
of  a  Braiilian  treaty ;  and,  in  reference  to 
this,  he  took  leave  to  say  (here  never  waa 
snbnnitted  to  the  House  a  more  transpa- 
rent pretest,  then  to  saggeat  that  any  new 
stipulation  wu  to  be  made  for  the  sup- 
pretaion  of  (ha  slave-trade  by  the  BrasiU, 
at  a  gronod  on  which  the  Goremment 
would  reduce  the  dntiet  on  sugar.  With 
reference  to  tbe  alave-trade,  all  that  Irea- 
tiea  oookl  do,  waa  already  done.  Hod 
not'  the  Brasilian  govarnmaot  already  ren* 
dend  ibo  oltve-tiade  pine;  by  its  own 
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laws  ? — and  could  the  Government  of  this 
country  the  better  enforce  those  treaties, 
which  they  had  alieady  entered  into,  be- 
cause they  were  now  to  have  another 
treaty  as  a  further  guarantee  ?  He  thought 
that  the  House  would  agree  with  him 
that«  resting  on  this  new  treaty  as  a  justi- 
fication for  any  reduction  in  the  sugar 
dutieS}  was,  as  he  had  already  described 
It,  a  mere  pretext ;  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing up  a  shew  of  consistency  ;  and  that  the 
country  would  not  fail  to  see  through  the 
conduct  of  her  Majesty's  present  advisers, 
who,  after  having  usurped  the  seats  on  the 
Treasury  Bench,  on  a  suggestion,  that  the 
late  Government  were  about  to  introduce 
slave-grown  sugars  into  this  country,  now 
turned  round  and  adopted  the  very  policy 
which  they  had  so  recently  disapproved.  He 
would  not  dwell  longer  on  this  question ; 
but  he  would  only  say  in  reference  to  the 
Corn-law,  and  the  tariff,  that  he  did  not 
hear  that  any  of  the  intelligent  mercantile 
community  entertained  any  hopes,  that  by 
those  measures  any  increased  trade  would 
be  produced.  They  did  not  find  capital 
flowing  into  the  channels  of  trade,  or  the 
people  brought  into  employment,  though 
they  well  knew,  that  where  there  were  op- 
portunities to  dispose  of  capital  to  advant- 
age, its  owners  were  too  eager  to  adopt 
them.  Then  the  hon.  Member  for  Shrews- 
bury (Mr.  D'Israeli),  who  had  made  a 
speech  of  very  great  ingenuity,  had  told 
the  House  on  a  former  evening  that  trea* 
ties  of  commerce  were  to  be  made  with 
foreign  countries,  and  that  increased  faci- 
lities for  our  exports  to  foreign  countries 
would  be  afTorded  by  those  treaties,  and 
that  facilities  would  be^  given  by  the  re- 
duction of  the  duties*  00  imports  into 
those  countries.  But  he  begged  the 
House  to  remember  what  had  been  said 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet^  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  on  a  former  occasion  ;  he 
said, — 

« That  whether  foreign  countries  reduce 
their  duties  on  our  exports  or  not,  we  will  re- 
duce our  duties  on  imports,  if  it  be  for  the 
benefit  of  this  country,'* 

Having  held  this  out  tu  the  world,  and 
then  to  talk  of  negotiations,  seemed  to 
him  to  be  litile  Icks  than  absurd.  It  was 
like  making  your  mind  to  give  a  certain 
sum  for  an  estate,  letting  it  be  known 
that  you  had  made  up  yuur  mind,  and 
then  expecting  when  you  offered  to  buy  it 
to  secure  it  for  a  less  sum.  The  right 
boo.  UeotlemiD  bad  declared,  that  be 


would  in  every  case  adopt  a  certaio  coane, 
whether  other  countries  did  certaio  ihings 
or  not,  and  then  negotiatioDs  were  talked 
of,  to  obtain  something  from  them  for  Mir 
doing  what  we  intended  to  do  for  ow 
own  benefit.  What  had  the  right  boo. 
Gentleman  said  at  to  these  foreign  Um- 
ties  ?  He  said,  that  America  and  oclMr 
countries  would,  in  the  coarae  of  Iibm, 
find  out  the  fallacy  of  the  protective  sj»» 
tem,  and  that  then  they  would  give  w* 
creased  facilities  for  the  exports  of  foreign 
countries.  This,  it  appeared  then,  wwm  lo 
be  left  to  **  the  course  of  time,"  and»  in 
the  meantime,  the  country  remained  de* 
prived  of  the  anticipated  benefita  from 
a  reduction  of  our  own  import  duties 
which  had  been  spoken  of.  Bat  if  ber 
Majesty's  Government  had  diacorerad 
the  fallacy  of  the  protective  syatea, 
why,  he  asked,  did  they  not  act  on  tbe 
principle,  the  adoption  of  which  by  foreign 
countries  they  advocated  ?  What  vaaovr 
position  in  reference  to  foreign  coantrics  f 
We  talked  as  if  we  had  everything  to  nsk, 
and  nothing  to  give  in  return.  But  was 
this  our  position  ?  How  was  it  with 
regard  to  Brazil  ?  There  waa  a  dnty 
of  20  per  cent,  upon  the  importation 
of  our  goods  into  Brazil,  and  of  nenily 
400  per  cent,  upon  the  importation  of 
their  sugar  into  England.  This  waa  tire 
spirit  in  which  we  had  been  acting  all 
along  with  regard  to  foreign  oountriea; 
and  it  could  not  be  calculated  what 
amount  of  difficulty  was  created  by  the 
adoption  of  such  a  courre  of  dealing. 
Take  the  case  of  America  j  onr  laws  ope- 
rated as  an  absolute  prohibition  of  the 
trade  of  the  United  States  in  the  grant 
articles  of  their  production,  and  although 
the  United  States  has  been  constantly  re- 
ducing thenr  tariff  for  tbe  last  ten  yeara« 
up  to  the  time  they  enacted  their  laat  pro* 
hibitory  tariff,  as  the  Government  well 
knew,  yet  they  bad  persisted  in  their  aliding- 
scale,  and  in  saying  that  they  did  not  aaenn 
to  encourage  a  direct  interchange  of  goods 
for  corn.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Gladstone)  said, 

"  Convince  me  that  America  and  other  fo- 
reign countries  will  take  British  goods  in  ax* 
I  change  for  their  com,  and  I  will  makt  a  sur- 
render of  the  Com-Uws,  but  I  wiU  not  oa  a 
'  speculation — that  export  will  follow  import— 
!  run  the  ri:ik  of  dispUicing  th«;  agricultural  la- 
:  bourtr  from  \m  present  cnipioynent/* 

j      A  *'  speculation,"  the  right  boo.  Gen- 
1  tiemao  said^  upon  a  qnesiion  which  wan 
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ao  obtionsl;  plaia.  Did  the  Rawiau,  ba 
Mked,  uke  out  goodi  directly  7  Did  ibey 
taka  ihein  in  exchango  for  the  Rnwiaa 
pioduce  which  we  imported  ;  and  did  the 
right  hoD.  Gentleman  mean  to  mj,  be- 
came the  Ruuiani  did  not  trade  diractty 
with  thia  coantry,  that  tbarefora  ita  coO' 
aumption  of  our  good*  indirectiy  did  not 
incteaaa  our  export  trade  7  Did  we  not 
taketbeaugatof  BraailBftba  teaof  China, 
and  the  pioduce  of  other  countiiei,  in  ez- 
chaDge  for  oar  nauafactnred  goodt,  and 
with  that  augar  pay  for  the  produce  of  Rub> 
aia?  He  woold  refer  tbe  right  hou.  Gentle- 
man, an  thia  tut^ect,  to  an  authority  to 
which  he  thought  that  he  would  be  dUpoaad 
to  pay  respect,  a  relative  of  bia  own, bearing 
hiaQBine,who,iDa  letter  publiahedlhe  other 
day  in  the  JUoraiaj)  Poet  newapaper,  bad 
eipieiaed  an  opinion  on  tbie  aul^ect.  The 
Genllamaa  to  whom  he  alluded  fairly  ad- 
mitted, tbat  ibe  inbabitanti  of  tbe  weiteu 
itBtea  of  America,  wboae  occupationtwere 
wholly  agricultural,  would  gladly  give  m 
wheat  ID  exchange  for  our  calicoea, 

«  We  are  told,  and  I  b«Iie*e  truly  (laidHr. 
Gladslooe],  that  the  American  llatei  Ijiagin  the 
Tale  of  tbe  Muaiuipi,  when  a  population  exceed- 
ing 3,000,000,  whose  oecupalioD  iaiolely  agri- 
cultoral,  poMeMing  great  adfaatagea  from  Nil 
and  climate,  are  confined,  and  their  tnergiaa 
cramped  by  the  want  of  marlieU  ior  theii  pro- 
duce, and  iberefore  unable  to  purchata  rach 
manufactures  a«  ount,  of  which  (hey  itand  in 
Deed  ;  that  such  is  also  the  lituaiiou  of  certain 
connlries  in  South  America,  that  lie  on  the 
shore  of  the  Pacific,  particularly  ChiK,  wbare 
wheat>  are  raised  of  a  anperior  qualiij  at  a 

r moderate  eapenM.    TImm  couatriee  are 
It  manufacluie* ;  and  I  am  led  to  believa 


suplion  of  ours,  nrotlded  (heir  only  prodii' 
tion,  com,  could  be  taken  in  paniMnl.'' 


Now,  thia  was  ibe  opinion  of  Hr, 
Gbdstoite  senior,  which  be  auhmilted  to  tba 
light  hon.  Gentleman  aa  a  bigb  antbority, 
that  if  American  corn  waa  admitted  tne  »l 
duty,  h«  iwgbt  eipcct  to  asciue  aa  apoil 
of  gooda  to  tbat  country.  What  bad  iba 
right  bon.  Gentleman  said-^ 

"Convince  roe  that  the  export  of  MOdt 
will  follow  tha  importation  of  esni,  and  1  wiO 
■urrender  the  Corn-laws." 

And  why  ?  Becauta  be  saw  tbat  if  that 
was  an  export  of  goods,  there  would  bt 
increased  trade,  and  consequestlj  a  cooi- 
pensalioo  afforded  to  tbe  lwd«d  intsaik, 
for  the  greater  compctitioB  wb|clt  MaU 
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lace  in  the  borne  maritet  in  tb* 


of  provisions.  Tbaiafore  it  waa 
he  said,  tbat  if  tbaj  could  convine* 
of  that  simple  proposition,  which  do 
anable  inan  doobted,  be  was  bound  to 
iadet  the  Corn-laws.  When  this  waa 
Bsseried  be  felt  that  the  days  of  the  Cora- 
laws  were  Dumbered.  Tlien  aa  lo  tbe  en- 
cciiatDtj  which  bung  over  the  agrieiiU 
turists.  What  did  tbe  rigbt  boo.  BuoDet 
at  the  Imd  of  her  Hajcaty'a  OoverniMiit 
say  ?  lie  said,  that  there  was  no  pnpoaj* 
tloQ  which  would  give  tbe  landed  iotsrest 
a  Letter  security  against  fatore  change 
than  ihat  which  tMj  now  poesaased,  except 
the  total  repeal  of  tita  CorD-lawa.  "  Ftv," 
said  the  r^t  bon.  Baronet,  "Iben  the 
law  ceaaing  to  exist,  tbera  will  be  no- 
thing left  10  cbaoge.".  He  woold  uU 
ihE  House  that  the  right  bon.  Bannat 
was  ri^t,  for  ao  long  as  then  was  I 
Corn-law,  so  long  would  there  be  Aati> 
Corn-law  egitatioD.  Tbe  bon.  Hembac 
for  Slirewabnry  bad  candidly  stated  tbe 
principle  on  which  the  Corn-laws  wM« 
maintained.  In  bis  obsarvationa,  than 
had  fallen  from  him  a  remark  which  waa 
gteatly  cheered  by  boo.  OentlciDeD  oppt^ 
aite,  a  circuauUHiee  •hkh  showed  tbM 
the  lenLincnta  once  professed  by  the  illae> 
trious  Duke  in  another  HiHise  atiU  ezieied 
—  namdly,  that  there  was  to  be  prepou* 
cleruDce,  as  be  said  in  favear  of  the 
landed  inurests.  Tbe  right  hon.  Oeatl*- 
nian  (Sir  Robert  Peel)  bad  said  tbe  saae 
on  a  fonner  oecesioB ;  be  said  ihei  tboie 
laws  wete  not  n^Btuned  from  a  conaidaN 
alien  of  tnde,  or  <rf  iha  bo»e  aeiket,  or 
of  finance,  but  with  •  view  o(  aniDtuifaf 
the  landed  interesla  h  their  |iiesent  pt£ 
lion  in  Ibe  social-  seale.  Aid  tsao  if  it 
were  shown  tbat  tbe  tandewftera  woold  be 
no  worse  abaolaulj  frail  a  repeal  of  lb* 
Coin-lawa,  still  if  they  were  to  be  wena 
relaiivety — if  the  iMSubctaring  iotcinsM 
having  toll  scope  for  tbe  developmeBt 
of  liieir  fOwan,aod  if  by  their  wccisa 
fill  exdTtima  the  asanafaclriren  abo^ 
bid  fair  to  rml  or  sarpese  tbe  Iewl> 
owners  m  wealth  end  imporunce,  the 
repeal  of  ibaa*  laws  cmU  not  be  allowad. 
He  told  Ibe  Houaelhat  the satnidbeiMiBf 
aod  comneraial  cMMinniljr  wtMid  net 
submit  to  be  laid  thai  they  wen  lo  be  ■ 
Kcoodan  daas— tbay  woeld  Mt  aebpit 
to  be  t«d  tbat  tbay  should  eiim  tmtf 
so  much  tnde  is  weeld  suit  tbe  view*  of 
tbe  landed  iotanela.  ["  Oh,  0b."]  Qm- 
Hetaea  cripd  "  slv'  bK  «b«  wi»  MM* 
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bT  the  preponderance  of  the  landed  in- 
leiesu  f  Preponderance  meant  the  putting^ 
of  one  class  above  another.     The  agricul- 
turists could  not  maintain  their  position 
above  the  manufacturers  by   their  own 
energy  and  enterprise,  and  they   deter- 
mined, therefore,  to  maintain  their  own 
preponderance  by  depressing  the  manu- 
facturing community.     Would  any  one 
tell  the  liousc  what  was  meant  by  the 
word    **  preponderance  ?"      It  was   said 
that  it  was  the  protection  of  native  in- 
dustry.   There  was  not  a  man   he   be- 
li«voci,  north  of  Suffolk  or  Essex  who  did 
not  know  that  corn  imported  into  this 
country   in   exchange  for   manufactured 
giHuls  was  just  as  much  the  production  of 
nalivd  industry  as  if  it  was  the  growth  of 
uur  own  soil ;  and  he  maintained  that  the 
iimnufacturing  interests  had  just  as  good 
A  ritflit  to  supply  the  British  market  with 
provisions   as  the  agriculturists.      When 
ihn  statements  of  the  distresses  of  the 
piiuplu  were  disputed,   when  they   were 
told   that  they  overstated   the  declining 
c^nndition  of  trade,  he  felt  that  in  coming 
to  that  House  and  asking  for  the  repeal 
of  the  Corn-laws  as  a  mere  matter  of  in- 
dnl(;enci*,  was  to  place  themselves  in  an 
luiwurthy  position.     He  maintained  that 
it  was  the  agriculturists  who  had  imposed 
the  restraints  on  trade — it  was  for  them  to 
•how  the  advantage  of  sustaining  those 
restraints.     He  knew  that  he  should  be 
told  of  vested  interests;    but   who  had 
created   those   vested    interests  but   the 
ngriculturists  themselves  ?  Having  created 
thum,  they  now  turned  round  upon  the 
manufacturers  and  the  commercial  com- 
munity, and  said,  *'  We  would  give  up 
these  laws,  only  we  have  vested  interests 
in  them."     He  maintained  that  the  farmer 
ought  never  to  have  been  told  that  his  in- 
terests should  be  peculiarly    protected ; 
and  that  now  that  the  day  of  retribution 
was  at  hand,  it  was  on  the  shoulders  of 
the  agriculturists  themselves  that  the  full 
weight  of  the  rcsponsibilty  should   rest. 
They  had  heard  much  of  the  agricultural 
labourer;  but  it  was  a  remarkable  fact, 
that  on  looking  at  the  inquiries  which  had 
taken  place  into  agricultural  distress,  it  was 
found  that  just  at  such  periods,  the  labour- 
ers were  the  best  off.     During  the  very  last 
inquiry,   it  was  shown,  that  though  many 
farmers  were  then  pinched  and  straightened, 
and  were  in  a  stale  of  bankruptcy,  the  la- 
bouring classes   were   never  in   a  better 
condition.  The  landowners  and  the  Corn- 


law  advocates,  had  never  shown  thai  the 
agricultural  labourer  had  any  interest  in 
the  maintenance  and  contioaatioD  of  theae 
laws.     Committees  of  that  House  had 
proved  the  contrary,  and  when  be  was 
told  that  the  Corn-laws  were  reuined  for 
the  defence  of  the  agricoltoral  labonrer,  he 
referred  them  to  their  own  inquiriea,  where 
they  had  had  ample  meant  and  opporto- 
nities  of  establishing  this  proposition,  if  it 
were  capable  of  being  estabiishedt  bat 
where  they  had  toully  failed  in  shofwiof 
that  such  was  the  fact.     But,  soppoaing 
their  representation  to  be  true,  why  sbonld 
the  interests  of  the  manafactorer  be  sacri- 
ficed for  the  purpose  of  giving  employnwot 
to  a  certain  nnmber  of  agricultural  la- 
bourers?     He  did  not  know  on  whnt 
principle  one  was  to  be  sacrificed  to  the 
other,  or  why  the  manufacturer  shoald  be 
sacrificed  in  preference  to  the  agricoltu* 
rist.    The  great  absurdi^  was  this — that 
a  barrier  was  put  against  the  employment  of 
labour,  in  a  field  which  was  expensive,  and 
might  be  extended  by  reason  of  a  foreign 
trade,  and  that  employment  was  restricled 
to  a  field  which,  by  its  very  natnre,waa  of  li- 
mited extent.  There  had  been  a  sUtement 
made  which  he  thought  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  that  side  of  the  House  were  bound  to 
rebut  with  the  utmost  indignation.   It  had 
been  insinuated  that  the  Members  of  the 
Anti-Corn-law  League  had  by  the  violence 
of  their  speeches,  and  by  the  insinoations 
which    they   had   thrown  out   at  public 
meetings,  induced  men  to  commit  unlawful 
acts.    Now  he  was  prepared  to  say,  that 
if  there  had  been  at  any  of  the  meetings 
of  the  Anti-Corn-law  League  any  remarka 
that  could  be  for  one  moment  supposed  to 
allude  to  the  commission  of  such  acta  as 
had  been  alluded  to,  he  said  at  once  that 
there  were  no  men   in  this  country  more 
likely  than  the  persons  who  were  in  the 
habit  of  attending  those  meetings  to  de- 
nounce with  indignation  the  propounder 
of  such  suggestions.     He  denied  that  the 
speeches  which  had  been  delivered  pos- 
sessed the  character  ascribed    to   them. 
But  it  was  said,  that  those  meetings  had 
been  the  original  cause  of  the  disturbances 
which  had  taken  place.     If  that  were  so, 
why  did  not  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, who  had  sent  a  commissioner  to  in- 
quire into  the  origin  of  the  disturbances, 
lay  the  report  of  that  commissioner  on  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

Sir  /.  Graham :  1  did  not  send  a  oom« 
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missioner,  there  was  no  sach  report  as  the 
hon.  Member  alludes  to. 

Mr.  Gibson :  The  Solicitor  of  the  Home 
Office  had  sent  Mr.  Gregory  into  the  ma- 
nufacturing districts ;  and  he  had  gone  in 
two  capacities : — one,  professionally  to  as- 
sist in  the  legal  proceedings  against  cer- 
tain persons  in  custody,  the  other  of  a 
confidential  nature.  What  could  have 
been  the  second  object  of  Mr.  Gregory's 
exertions  ?  He  was  sent  down  at  the  pre- 
cise time  of  the  disturbances;  he  had 
some  duty  of  a  confidential  nature  to  per- 
form, and,  considering:  that  he  was  the  so- 
licitor of  the  Home-office,  was  it  any  great 
tax  on  the  belie(  of  the  country  to  suppose 
that  he  had  had  instructions  to  inquire 
into  the  origin  of  the  disturbances  which 
had  arisen,  and  that,  hating  nothing  to 
say  on  the  subject  that  was  satisfactory  to 
the  Members  of  her  Majesty's  Grovernment, 
it  had  been  thought  right  that  he  should 
hold  his  tongue  ?  That  was  the  fair  con- 
struction to  be  put  on  his  mission  and  his 
silence.  But  he  would  ask  hon.  Gentle- 
men to  apply  their  minds  to  the  denial  of 
the  Anti-Corn-law  League,  that  they  had 
had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  late  disturb- 
ances. The  Anti  Corn-law  League  was 
composed  for  the  most  part  of  manufactur- 
ers;— of  men  who  employed  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  population  of  parts  of  Lanca- 
shire, and  to  whom  the  country  was  in- 
debted,not  for  having  instructed  the  people 
to  break  the  peace,  but  for  having  opposed 
all  measures  of  disturbance,  and  be  asked 
whether  men  whose  property  was  mos^ 
exposed  to  destruction  and  waste  were 
likely  to  commit  acts  the  tendency  of 
which  was  the  creation  of  disturbances  and 
a  contempt  for  the  law  ?  Was  there  any 
property  so  exposed  to  the  operations  of  a 
lawless  mob  as  that  of  the  manufacturers  ? 
and  would  not  their  own  interests  induce 
them,  above  «ll  others,  to  prevent  a  breach 
of  the  peace?  There  was  a  much  more 
plausible  argument  for  accusing  the  oppo- 
site party  of  that  which  they  laid  to  the 
charge  of  the  League.  He  did  not  make 
assertions  without  being  ready  to  substan- 
tiate them.  He  believed  that  the  disturb- 
ances had  originated  in  the  reduction  of 
wages ;  and  the  first  reduction  of  wages 
had  been  made  by  Conservative  firms*  and 
not  by  firms  belonging  to  members  of  the 
Anti-Com-law  League.  He  did  not  throw 
out  this  as  a  charge  against  those  per- 
sons, because  there  was  nothing  which  he  so 
much  deprecated  as  the  doctrine  of  teaeh^ 


ing  the  people  that  their  masters  oooM 
give  them  any  amount  of  wages  they 
pleased;  and  that,  in  fact,  tor^ucethe 
amount  of  wages  was  to  rob  the  artisan  of 
the  fair  reward  of  his  labour.  There  were 
no  doctrines  better  calculated  to  bring 
about  disturbances  than  these.  The  Con- 
servative began  the  veduction  of  wages 
because  trade  had  declined  and  their  pro- 
fits bad  diminished ;  indeed,  he  believed 
the  cotton  trade  never  was  in  a  worse  con- 
dition. But  what  did  the  Conservatives 
say  in  the  speeches  they  made  in  yarions 
places?  and,  above  all»  what  did  they  say 
in  their  organs  of  the  press  ?  Both  by 
speech  and  writing  they  tried  to  excite  tm 
labouring  classes  against  their  masters. 
[**  No,  no.**]  But  he  said  yes,  and  he 
would  prove  his  assertion.  He  would 
read  one  or  two  extracts  which  appeared, 
before  and  after  the  disturbances,  in  the 
Standard  newspaper,  which  was  acknow- 
ledged to  be  the  organ  of  her  Majesty's 
Government.  [**  No,  no.**]  Then,  at 
any  rate,  it  was  the  organ  of  the  Con- 
servative party.  He  said  this  without  hesi- 
tation, because  he  knew  that  at  any  rate 
newspaper  editors  did  not  write  articles 
which  were  not  congenial  to  their  readers. 
He  did  not  make  the  charge  against  Gen- 
tlemen opposite,  and  should  not  have  said 
a  word  anout  the  matter  if  hon.  Members 
had  not  got  up  in  that  Hoase«  and  im- 
puted to  the  members  of  the  Anti-Com- 
law  League  acts  little  short  of  murder. 
Would  the  Gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
Anti  Corn-law  League  silently  submit  to 
be  charged  in  this  way  ?  He  felt  boond 
to  rebut  such  accosationst  when  brooghl 
against  himself  and  bis  Friends*  liie 
charge  was  nnsparingly  made  that  the 
Anti  Corn-law  League  were  doing  all  b 
theur  power  to  woric  the  labouring  classes 
into  a  state  of  rebellbn,  and  accused  the 
Members  of  that  body  oif  making  speeches 
which  almost  led  to  the  commission  of 
acts  of  murder.  Let  the  House  then  see 
what  the  l^atiAard  newspaper  said .  on 
the  subject  of  the  treatment  of  die  labour- 
ing  elaases  by  the  manuftcturers.  The 
SUoMdard  newspaper,  previously  to  the 
out  df  the  disturbances,  said. 


^  Any  appeal  to  justice,  to  humani^,  is  a^ 
teriy  out  en  the  question.  The  die  is,  there- 
fore cast,  that  the  wi^es  of  the  hbourer  are  lo 
be  measured  bj  the  power  of  pnrchasieg  what 
win  baiely  support  his,  induoing  the  coaHMkm 
aency  (tf  nrematme  discossioD.'' 

Thii»  te  it  leeoDecled  j  wu  parlmtely 
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■dJwMtfH  to  the  Uboariog  chiift  io  the 
saasfactnnag  districtft  and  josl  before  the 
di^torbanoes.  A^io,  about  the  period  of 
the  dwturbaocct,  it  waa  stated  id  the  laiiie 
nevapaper: 

^  There  is  do  real  excess  of  labooTy  though 
joo,  the  niill-owDers  nake  an  artificial  esoesk 
of  jour  owD  profit ;  you  violate  the  order  of 
natore  bj  working  women  and  children  in 
riTabhip  with  men  one  year,  with  the  cer- 
taintr  of  abandoning  all,  men,  women,  and 

iMren^  the  next  year  to  famine." 


Again,  a  few  days  afterwards  it  says :  — 

**•  When  before  have  English  men,  English 
women,  English  iaf<ints,  had  to  work  under 
the  cudgel  and  thong  for  more  than  ten  hours 
a  day." 

He  foaod  also,  in  an  article  of  the  same 
newspaper,  about  the  same  time,  the  fol- 
lowing passage; — 

**  As  a  mere  matter  of  policy,  Uierefore,  the 
course  which  has  been  pursued  by  the  manu- 
facturing capitalists  has  been  most  injudicious, 
putting  altogether  aside  the  consideration  of 
reciprocal  moral  duties  or  Christian  feeling  f'>r 
the  poor  or  oppressed,  llie  impression  con- 
tinues uniform  that  the  misguided  persons  that 
have  been  or  may  be  guilty  fA  eicesses  daring 
the  excitement  of  the  strikes  should  be  as 
leniently  dealt  with  as  is  consistent  with  the 
supremacy  of  the  Uw." 

He  did  not  deny  that  these  persons 
should  be  lenientlv  dealt  with  ;  but  were 
not  the  opinions  which  he  had  just  read 
equivalent  to  teaching  the  labouring  classes 
the  pernicious  doctrine  that  masters  coald 
keep  np  the  rate  of  wages  to  the  labour- 
ing classes  as  they  pleased,  and  that  to  re- 
duce wap[es  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
to  rob  the  labouring  classes.  He  would  ask, 
could  anything  tend  more  to  excite  the 
people  in  the  manufacturing  districu 
against  their  masters  than  the  utterance  of 
such  sentiments  as  these.  He  would  read 
one  more  passage  from  the  Standard^ 
which  was  written  after  the  disturbance 
had  subsided. 

**  A  longer  continuance  of  the  turn-out,  how- 
ever, must  exhaust  the  Savings-banks  deposits, 
and  reduce  the  labouring  manufacturers  to  utter 
destitution — a  circumstance  of  which  the  mitl- 
ownen  will  know  how  to  take  advantage  in 
the  next  adjustment  of  wages.  The  expression 
of  feeling  among  the  manufacturing  labourers 
ha<t  gone  already  as  far  as  it  can  be  useful, 
and  in  many  instances  something  too  far.  The 
attention  of  the  Legislature  must  bf"  directed 
to  the  subject  next  .Session,  and  doubtless  a 
good  factory- law  and  a  greatly  amended 
Poor-law  will  be  the  result.  Let  the  manu- 
factufing  labourers  look  patiently  for  these 


beoefiis.    Aay  huther  active  pinfffif^ingi 
only  injure  themselvea." 

Gentlemen  opposite  then  choat  to  in- 
dulge io  chargca  which  they  ooold 
justify,  and  they  refused  to  hew  iba 
fence.  But  did  not  the  eatmd  which  ke 
had  just  read  look  very  like  a  sagj^ustioa 
to  the  labouring  people  to  aet  agaiBOt 
machinery.  He  would  aak  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  who  sat  oppoaite  whether  kc  vaa 
not  aware  that  miUa  had  been  b«rat  nai 
machinery  had  been  destroyed  in  tba  bb»- 
nufacturing  districts  in  the  preicoca  of 
the  police,  the  magistracy,  and  coantrj 
gentlemen,  and  not  one  hand  was  bcU  wp 
to  protect  this  property.  [Cries  if 
"  Where.*']  Why,  in  the  manofiiMnrni^ 
districu  ;  and  he  was  sore  the  right  Imb. 
Baronet  coo  Id  confirm  his  siatenient,  if  b« 
were  appealed  to.  He  couM  prodooa  evi- 
dence to  show  where  mills  hsd  been  do»- 
troyed  nnder  such  ciicomatancea.  He 
felt  that  be  bad  already  ueaposacd  ob  tka 
attention  of  the  House  long  enongky  bat, 
before  he  sat  down,  he  would  call 
her  Majesty's  GovemoMot  to  pBoa 
reflect  on  the  great  difficulties  in  wbick 
the  country  was  placed.  Her  Mapeaty's 
Ministers  had  not  brought  forward  noy 
remedy  for  the  removal  oC  the  distfosa  of 
the  country,  and  l^  their  refoaal  to 
to  the  present  motion,  they  showed 
selves  indisposed  to  uke  the  diitrfswd 
state  of  the  country  into  their  couiden- 
tion.  The  position  of  the  coootry  waa 
not  in  the  least  degree  altefodt  nor 
would  the  existing  distress  be  Itsaenad 
by  the  sound  principles  propounded  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vico-Preai* 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  The  Hoiiao 
had  been  told  that  the  principlea  of  fioe- 
trade  were  sound,  and  that  on  the  con* 
tinuance  of  our  foreign  trade  the  very  aa- 
istence  of  the  labouring  classes  depended, 
and  that  the  agricultural  classes  would  be 
ruined  by  the  cessation  of  oar  foreign 
trade.  Gentlemen  opposite  bad  been  told 
that  by  the  adoption  of  the  principlea  of 
free-trade,  they  would  maintain  the  aamc 
position  which  they  now  held— their  con* 
(lition  would  not  be  deteriorated,  and  they 
would  have  as  large  a  rent-roll  as  they 
had  at  present.  They  were  not  told  so  by 
him,  for  he  could  have  no  weight  with 
them,  but  by  the  right  hooi  Gentleman, 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
who  said  that  by  extending  the  foreign 
trade  of  the  country,  they  would  increase 
its  prosperity  and  add  to  the  valna  of  landi 
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and  thtt  hy  oontinuing  the  prefeni  lyttoni 
they  were  endangeriag)  not  odIj  their 
own  best  iotereits,  and  thoie  of  other 
claiiesy  but  alto  the  exiateoce  of  the  ioati- 
tutions  of  the  country^  and  of  the  mainte-* 
nance  of  law  and  order.  He  had  no  he- 
sitation in  telling  Gentlemen  opposite  that 
by  maintaining  injustieef  they  were  the 
parties  who  could  bring  about  diseider» 
and  those  who  exposed  and  repelled  in* 
justice  would  save  the  country*  The 
Anti  Corn^law  League  had  only  done  its 
duty,  and  would  continue  to  do  its  duty. 
It  would  be  much  better  for  Gentlemen 
opposite  at  once  to  surrender  their  injus- 
tice while  there  yet  remained  a  chanoe  of 
saving  a  portion  of  the  export  trade  of  the 
country,  instead  of  postponing  redress 
until  it  would  no  longer  be  possible  to 
save  our  trade  and  retain  for  the  country 
that  eommercial  superiority  which  bad 
made  her  eminent  amongst  the  nations  of 
the  world. 

Lord  F.  Egerton^  said  at  that  late  hour 
of  the  night  he  should  endeavour  to  com* 
press  into  the  smallest  possible  space  any 
observations  he  might  deem  it  his  duty  to 
make.  He  was  satisfied,  whatever  the 
ol^eci  of  the  noUe  Lord  might  be  in 
bringing  forward  this  moUoa— for  there 
had  been  some  dispute  and  difiSweace  of 
opinion  as  to  that  objects-thai  the  noble 
Lard  himself  would  be  the  last  to  take 
advantage  of  his  motion^  and  impute  to 
any  Gentleman  who  differed  from  him  on 
that  (the  Conservative)  side  of  the  House 
that  that  difference  arose  from  want  of 
sympathy  for  the  prevailing  distress^  ubioh 
ah  acknowledged  and  lamented.  They 
had  been  told,  indeed,  and  by  those  who, 
he  thought,  had  stamped  this  motioQ  with 
a  very  party  character,  that  they  vera 
supporting  a  Government  which  had  da* 
ranged  every  thing  and  supported  nothing. 
He  thought  that  reproach  came  not  vitb 
a  good  grace  from  those  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment who,  whatevedr  might  have  beao 
the  character  of  their  poltqf,  it  mual  be 
admitted  (he  did  not  presume  to  say  from 
want  of  ability  or  public  virtue)*  had  left 
such  an  account  to  be  settled  aa  it  was 
rather  hard  to  expect,  after  their  having 
been  ten  years  in  office,  that  their  succes- 
sors, be  they  whom  they  might — the  aogel 
Gabriel,  Sir  Robert  Peel,  or  anv  other 
being,  should  settle.  Witlk  regard  to  one 
part  of  the  speech  of  the  late  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  with  rqpid  to  oar 
trMiartions  Wb  foreiga  MUigM,  ht  (tod 


F.  Egtrtoa)  had  been  under  the-  impmh^ 
sion,  thai  certain  articles  were  exempted 
from  the  tariff  by  her  M lyesty's  Oovef»* 
ment  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  tlit 
subject  of  negotiation  with  foreign  pomeraa 
If  wrong,  he  was  liable  to  be  set  nriH. 
Bui  when  the  ex-Chanioellor  tif  the  Ex* 
chequer  said,  *'  Yoil  have  deranged,  every 
thing  aad  settled  nothing,"  he  presumed^: 
of  oourse,  that  that  tight  ban.  Oemteaoiaft 
queant  aa  a  deductioii  ftont  his  argameMt 
that  this  motion  was  at  onoe  to  aelUe  thai 
whieh  now  remained,  aa  waa  said,  iin^ 
settled.*  He  would  ask  the  late  Chan* 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer,  if  ha  were,  to 
return  to  ornament  the  Treasury  bench,  tf 
he  would  give  that  answer?  Wmddnoithe 
motra^  of  the  noble  Lord  bo  anpponed 
that  night  by  the  representatives  of  a  body 
of  men  who  were  associated  to  no  other 
purpose  than  to  lead  the  pubUc  10  iWe 
Qonclusion,— thai  nearly  all  the  etils 
der  which  the  oeoiMbry  waa  groanhy 
deduciUe  from  legislation  for.  tho  agti< 
ooltoral  intcfests?  Thai  waa  admiiisd* 
They  (the  rqpresentatifea  of  the  AaAf 
Com-law  League)  aaid  the  only  rapiedf 
for  the  distress  waa  by  the  removiri  of 
agriculinral  proteetmo.  This  wae  m 
point  oo  wbioi  he  hnmUy  peeanned  Ao 
diffinr  from  the  org|ana  of  ihal  bodji 
He  aoknowfedged  with  paio  and  aonov 
thai  the  distrass  was  |;rsati— thai  tha 
greater  or  less  amoani  of  it  waa  not  waeUt 
dispute  •-«  thai  it  was  great  eaovgh  lo 
demand  all  their  sympaw^  If  ho  thoaght 
by  conceding  to  the  moCioife  of  tka  ooUe 
Loffd  he  oouU  advaaea  oqo  day  or  one 
hour  the  tdief  of  thai  diilreiB»  bs  woald 
not  oppose  it»  bat  woald  vote  foe  ilwilk 
aa  miuBh  aeal  and  readiness  as  be  oaw 
opDoaedit*  It  seemed  to  him  that  eoai» 
little  imprudsoce  of  taagnege  had  baaa 
used.  He  found  thai  he  and  oth«raateodi 
diarged  with  having  promoted  ibe  oftncaa 
of  which  ho  waa  partly  aa  eia  wiiaeis  last 
aanunei :  andhe  waa  told  thai  that  ioeae* 
reoiioa  in  the  maaafoetnriBt  dieiriotaha* 
gan  with  the  ladactiQaof  wages  bfCow^ 
seffvativa  miUowaerB.  Ho  had  not  easp 
aay  Mport  fiimiahad  to  tl|a  Cteeernmewt 
of  iha  paiiicabr  inAsactiona  of  ihatwn* 
fmiaaato  period^  bat  ha  certainly  had 
heard  in  naifenaUy  r^arted  thai  iho 
oii|pn  of  that  Qwtbreak  waa  the  ladwatitii 
of  warn  by  a  eeitaio  Mr.  B^Skff*  and 
that  that  fsatlessaa.  waa  a  laadipg;  aad 
motiio  asamber^  of  tha  AatKQowlaar 
LMwaOk  -  Ha  did  aat  hnwaalf  hdlBSLjiMb 
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waid  the  charge  agaiott  Mr.  Bailef*  or 
agaiotl  the  Anti-Cora-law  League  of  hav. 
iog  originated  these  disturbances ;  he  was 
perfectly  aware  that  that  body  contained, 
as  did  oKost  large  associations,  many  gen- 
tlemen of  great  private  worth,  great 
property,  and  considerable  ability — many 
gentlemen  whom  he  4^ould  respect  if  he 
had  the  honour  of  tfieir  acquaintance; 
but  when  he  was  told  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  a  body  of  men  acting  together, 
stimulated  by  public  peelings  on  a  sub- 
ject on  which  exireroe  excitement  prevailed, 
to  make  speeches  a^  to  perform  acts 
which  might  lead  directly  or  indirectly  to 
soch  effects  as  he  thought  had  followed, 
it  was  disproved.  There  had  been  no 
country  at  any  time  where  the  population 
had  been  suddenly  roused  without  much 
previous  irritation,  into  cutting  one  an* 
other's  throats.  He  knew  as  well  as  the 
hoo.  Member  that  machinery  was  in  as 
great  danger  from  these  outbreaks  as  any 
other  species  of  property.  He  must  say, 
however,  that  many  gentlemen  who  were 
owners  of  machinery,  and  who  cried  out 
against  a  standing  army  or  armed  bodies 
of  volunteers,  were  glad  to  avail  themseives 
of  the  aid  of  that  force.  He  had  known 
gentlemen  who  formerly  had  a  horror  of 
the  sight  of  a  red  yeomanry  coat  most 
clamorous  for  the  distant  appearance  of 
scarlet  as  a  beacon  of* safety.  He  had 
known  those  men  the  loudest  agaiost  the 
services  of  the  yeomanry  positively  step 
forward  to  keep  the  yeomanry  in  their 
own  town,  for  their  own  protection,  against 
the  positive  orders  of  the  Conmander-in- 
Chief.  These  were  lessons  taught  by  ex- 
perience. It  was  impossible  to  argue,  a 
priorif  that  the  Mayor  of  Bolton  would  so 
far  overcome  his  former  horror  of  yeo- 
manry as  to  wish  for  their  presence.  He 
thought  it  would  be  very  ill  judged  to  give 
further  publicity  to  the  speeches  of  the 
Anti-Corn-law  league  by  quoting  them 
there.  He  had  no  doubt  the  parties  who 
made  them  were  ashamed  of  them  since. 
But  they  were  often  told  that  it  was  a  very 
just  reproach  upon  many  gentlemen  who 
took  an  interest  in  such  debates  as  these, 
that  they  talked  a  great  deal  without  pro- 
posing any  practical  remedy.  Now  he  had 
a  remedy  to  propose — a  partial,  a  slight, 
a  temporary  one,  one  to  which  he  attached 
no  weight,  but  one  which  he  sincerely 
thought  would  not  be  without  its  eti'ect. 
He  thought  that  the  period  of  the  distress, 
if  it  were  to  happen  at  all  by  aoy  measure, 


would  be  rather  by  the  volontai y  dnaohi* 
tion  of  the  Anti- Cora-law  League.  He 
left  it  to  her  Majesty's  Goveroment  ia  all 
such  cases  to  consider  whether  any  active 
measures  should  be  takeo  against  iba 
proceedings  of  that  body  or  not;  bat 
he  retained  his  opinions  that  a  grace- 
ful and  voluntary  act  of  dissolutioo  on 
the  part  of  the  Anti-Coro-law  Leagaa 
would  be  the  most  likely  measure  to  pat 
a  period  to  the  distreu.  He  did  not  give 
this  in  the  nature  of  advice,  because  he 
thought  his  advice  would  not  be  followed  ; 
but  he  stated  it  as  his  deliberate  opinion. 
He  would  tell  them  why.  In  these  tiaies  of 
railroad  travelling  the  public  carriage  was 
a  place  in  which  much  informatioo  might 
be  gathered  by  those  who  kept  their  eyes 
and  ears  open;  and  this  he  experienced 
the  other  dav,  when  he  found  himself  the 
travelling  companion  of  two  gentlemen 
who  conversed  most  unreservedly  together 
about  their  own  affairs ;  hot  tlie  relation 
of  what  they  said  would  be  no  breach  of 
confidence.  Thtj  were  both,  it  appeared, 
largely  concerned  in  the  cotton  trade,  and 
they  had  just  been  to  Liverpool  to  learn 
the  prices  of  goods  and  the  state  of  busi- 
ness there,  and  they  were  agreed  upon 
one  point — namely,  that  trade  had  revived 
to  a  certain  extent,  and  that  the  sabse- 
quent  depression  was  to  be  attributed  to 
an  article  which  had  appeared  in  the 
Manchester  Guardian  newspaper,  an- 
nouncing the  proceedings  and  intentions 
of  the  Anti-Corn  Law  League.  He  must 
guard  himself,  however,  from  being  ac* 
cused  of  attacking  the  editor  of  that 
paper,  which,  as  far  as  he  had  observed, 
had  pursued  a  very  sensible  course  with 
regard  to  the  Anti-Corn-law  League.  One 
of  his  companions  in  the  railway  carriage 
told  the  other  that  only  a  short  time  before 
an  order  for  20,000^  worth  of  goods  had 
been  recalled,  in  consequence  of  that  arti- 
cle. And  yet  the  article  did  not  seem  to 
have  been  composed  in  that  kind  of  lan- 
guage which  the  gentlemen  belonging  to 
the  Anti-Corn-law  League  had  indulged 
in  usque  ad  nauieom.  The  two  travellers 
were  not  rabid  supporters  of  free-trade, 
nor  were  they  determined  friends  of  his 
right  hon.  Friend  at  the  head  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  One  of  those  gen- 
tlemen praised  the  abilities  of  his  right 
hon.  Friend,  but  he  was  sorry  to  inform 
him,  that  the  gentleman  was  in  favour  of 
a  6xed  doty  on  corn.  [CAerrs.]  He 
would  take  the  hberty  of  informing  those 
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hon.  Gentlemen  who  cheered  him,  that 
the  gentleman  put  bis  fixed  duty  is  high 
as  125.  He  thought  he  was  fully  entitled 
to  say,  respecting  the  League,  that  the 
operations  of  that  body  had  had  effects 
which  very  many  of  them  sincerely  re- 
gretted, and  which  at  the  same  time  had 
had  an  effect  obviously  opposed  to  their 
interest.  With  respect  to  the  question  of 
the  distress  of  the  country,  he  must,  be- 
fore he  sat  down,  say,  that  be  believed 
there  was  one  point  respecting  it  which 
had  frequently  been  overlooked.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
had  attributed  that  distress  entirely,  or  al- 
most entirely,  to  the  existence  and  con- 
tinuance of  the  legislative  protection  to 
corn.  He  (Lord  F.  Egerton)  thought 
this  opinion  had  been  much  over-statal ; 
he  was  far  more  disposed  to  attribute  its 
origin  to  circumstances  which  were  only 
so  far  more  satisfactory,  as  they  did  not 
involve  censure  and  blame  on  man,  or 
men,  or  systems,  which  the  contrary  theory 
supposed.  He  was  inclined  to  believe  that 
the  remedy — that  the  cause  of  the  exist* 
ing  distress — was  far  more  difficult  to  deal 
with  than  was  imagined.  He  considered 
that  the  origin  of  it  was  not  in  the  protec- 
tion to  agriculture,  but  in  the  fortuitous 
protection,  in  the  unnatural  stimulus  given 
at  a  former  period  to  our  manufactures. 
He  considered  that  this  protection  had 
been  afforded  in  a  shape  which  had  ori- 
ginated in  circumstances  in  which  they 
(the  Parliament)  were  but  the  blind  and 
passive  agents.  He  believed  that  it  was 
our  peculiar  and  insular  position  which 
gave  us  security,  at  a  time  when  danger, 
and  bloodshed,  and  ruin  were  devastating 
the  rest  of  the  world,  which  had  also 
given  us  that  unnatural  stimulus  which  we 
were  not  entitled  to  have,  which  we  ought 
not  to  have  had,  and  of  which  we  Mill 
continued  to  feel  the  effects.  It  was  the 
development  and  the  result  of  this  fee* 
titious  state  of  things  that  had  much  more 
to  do  with  the  distress  of  the  country, 
than  those  who  railed  at  agricultural  pio- 
tection,  and  at  the  agriculturists  them- 
selves, were  willing  to  admit;  and  on 
this  part  of  the  subject,  he  thought  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
had  spoken  in  a  tone  and  manner  not  cal* 
culated  to  conciliate  those  who  differed 
from  him  on  the  matter.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber wished  to  ascertain  who  they  were 
that  were  responsible  for  theie  vested  in- 
terests.   For  his  (Lord  F.  ^prKm's).  osni 


part,  when  the  question  was  as  to  a  large 
portion  of  the  community  suffering  dii« 
tress,  from  whatever  circumstances,  be 
cared  not  who  was  answerable,  nor  under 
what  political  circumstances,  he  did  not 
feel  that  he  should  be  justified  in  ex* 
hibiting  indifference,  or  in  avoiding  the 
question,  merely  because  Members  of  the 
House,  or  their  fathers,  or  their  grand- 
fathers, might  be  said  to  have  liad  some- 
thing to  do  with  its  origin.  But  he  had 
expressed  his  opinion  as  to  the  real  origin 
of  this  distress.  It  might,  indeed,  be 
said,  that  British  industry  had  risen  and 
flourished,  not  in  the  snnuiine  of  heaven, 
but  ''wrapt  in  whirlwinds  and  begirt  with 
storms,**  as  when  the  fury  of  the  tempest 
swept  over  the  rest  of  Europe  from  Gib- 
raltar to  St.  Petersbnrgh,  and,  wh3e  it 
carried  destruction  and  desolation  in  ita 
train,  left  this  coantry  unscathed*  But 
what  conclusion  was  he  to  draw  from 
that  ?  The  conclusion  was,  however  pa. 
radoxical  it  might  seem,  that  peace  waa 
a  proximate  cause  of  the  distress  vriiieh 
had  come  upon  us,  removing  as  it  did,  to 
a  certain  extent,  the  peculmr  advantam 
which  our  insular  position  and  other  cir- 
cumstances had  given  us,  when  war  raged 
elsewhere.  Did  he  say,  tben,  that  the 
renewal  of  war  waa  tlie  remedy  to  whidi 
we  should  anply  T  (Sod  foriiid  I  And  be 
considered  that  the  country  waa  espeeiaDj 
indebted  to  the  present  Government  ftar 
having  cloaed  the  temple  of  Janns ;  fcr 
having  pot  an  end  to  the  borrora  of  war  in 
the  East  The  soggeatioB  he  bad  tbrom 
out  would  lead  to  the  cooolosion,  that  in 
dealing  with  tbia  subject  men  should 
treat  uie  actions  and  motives  of  other 
men  with  more  charity  tban  bad  been 
manifested  in  this  debate,  reflecting  that 
the  resulto  so  to  be  deplored  mi^t  be 
attributable  to  cueumstancea  over  wbieb 
no  human  prudence  or  ibiesi^t  eodd 
have  control;  and  that,  b  arraigoing  the 

Erojeetora  and  aupportem  of  a  particular 
iw  as  the  eeuae  of  tbe  distiem,  thief 
inigbt,  perbapv,  be,  in  reality,  arraigniof 
tbe  men  who  bad  atood  forward  so  glo- 
rioosly  in  tbe  defttwe  of  their  eountif ; 
they  might  be  arraigning  a  Nelson  or  n 
Wdlini^ton ;  nay,  they  mmht  even  In 
arraigning  Supreme  rfovidence  itadt 
It  waf  ohservaole,  that  aome  sfm|itome 
had  exhibited  tbonselves,  which  tended 
to  show  that  Gentlemen  wlio  kokod 
sleeper  into  these  aniHecta  tban  he  and  tbe 
pmMtj  of  asan  did,  bad  of  tain  tMmd 
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their  auencioo  t?  them  ia  a  vay  vhich 
had  coQMd^rably  modified  their  opinions 
OQ  ibem.  An  extnict  had  been  read  from 
the  receot  work  of  Mr.  M*Calloch,  and 
which  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  a^ain 
to  read  ;  he  would  only  obserre,  that  he 
thought  this  extract  mutt  hare  startled 
some  of  the  acolytes  of  that  gentleman^s 
former  school.  If  he  could  translate  thit 
passage  right,  it  meant  neither  more  nor 
less  than  this,  that  if  snperhaman  sagra- 
city  had  goferned  this  country,  at  the 
period  when  steam-power  was  in  its 
mfancy,  it  might  have  possibly  considered 
it  not  unwise  to  tax  steam-power  in  this 
country.  He  did  not  agree  in  this  ;  and 
it  appeared  to  him  that  as  to  any  sugges- 
tion for  taxing  steam-power  at  the  present 
time,  it  would  be  mere  insanity  ;  but, 
certainly,  that  which  had  been  quoted 
showed  that  there  was  not  so  much  dif- 
ference now  between  Mr.  M'CuUoch, 
and  those  Gentlemen  who  had  been  so 
much  abused  by  some  of  Mr.  M'Culloch*s 
former  disciples. 

Mr.  Cobden:  We  have  heard  much 
objection  made  to  the  form  of  the  motion ; 
we  have  heard  it  charged  as  being  a  party 
motion.  Now,  Sir,  I  can  at  all  events  say, 
it  is  not  a  party  motion  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned ;  I  was  absent  from  town  when  it 
was  put  on  the  books.  I  am  no  party  man 
in  this  matter,  at  all  events ;  and  if  i  have 
any  objection  to  the  motion  it  is  this,  that 
whereas  it  Is  a  motion  to  inquire  into  the 
manufacturing  distress  of  the  country, 
it  should  have  been  a  motion  to  inquire 
into  manufacturing  and  agricultural  dis- 
tress. If  the  motion  had  been  so  framed, 
we  should  not  have  had  the  words  manu- 
factures and  agriculture  bandied  between 
the  two  sides  of  the  House,  but  we  should 
have  had  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  put  in  their  proper  position 
as  defendants,  to  justify  the  operation  of 
the  law  as  it  affects  their  own  immediate 
interests.  I  ask  you,  are  the  agricultural 
districts  of  the  country  in  such  a  state 
now,  that  you  are  entitled  to  say  that  this 
law — for  this  has  been  made  a  Corn>law 
debate — that  this  law,  which  injures  the 
manufacturers,  has  benefited  the  aLcru 
culturists  ?  There  is  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Dorsetshire,  one  of  the  most 
clamorous  assailants  of  the  Anti-Corn- 
law  T^ague,  he  will  probably  speak  on 
this  question — there  is  plenty  of  time 
—  the  debate  may  be  adjourned  if 
necessary— -and  when  he  speaks  he  can 


answer  me.  and  correct  me  if  1  an  wrong. 
Take  the  district  of  Doreetshire,  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  repreaenti.  Take  hit  ewo 
property.   I  ask  him,  are  the  iabooren  on 
his  estates  receiving  more  than  the  miie* 
rable  pittance  of  8^.  a-week  at  this  mo- 
ment ?     I  ask  him  to  disprove  me  if  he 
can,  when  I  state  that  the  iaboarers  in  hit 
nei^bourhood  are   the  worst  paid,  the 
worst  clad,  and  the  most  illiterate  portion 
of  the  population  of  this  country.     I  tell 
him  that  the  peasantry  on  his  own  estates, 
earning  these  8s.  a-week,  if  their  families 
average  the  usual  number  of  6ve,  that 
then  the  head  of  each  of  these  fiuoiKes  is 
sustained  at  less  cost  than  the  coat  of  the 
maintenance  of  each  person  in  the  coanty 
gaol  of  Dorsetshire,  and  I  ask  you— >yoa 
with  your  peasantry  at  your  own  doors, 
living  worse  than  paupers  and  feloo^— I 
ask    you,  are    you    entitled    to  assert, 
and  will  you  maintain,  that  the  present 
state  of  things  is  for  the  benefit  of  the 
agriculturists  ?    I  put  you  on  yoar  defence 
— I  call  on  you  to  prove  the  benefit  which 
this  law  confers    on   the  agriealtarists. 
Mind,  I  do  not  call  you  agricnltarists,  the 
landlords  are  not  agricnltorists ;  that  is  an 
abuse  of  terms  which  has  been  too  long 
tolerated.  The  agriculturists  are  they  who 
cultivate  the  land,  who  work  at  it  either 
with  their  hands  or  their  heads,  and  em- 
ploy their  capital  on  it;  yon  are  the  own- 
ers of  the  land,  who  may  be  living  at  Lon- 
don or  Paris :  to  call  yourselves  agrieni* 
turists,  is  just  as  absurd  as  if  shipowners 
were  to  call  themselres  sailors.     I  deal 
with  the  sgricultQrists,  and  not  with  the 
landowners— not  with   the  rent  owners; 
and  I  tell  you  thst  yon  oannot  show  aae 
that  the  labouring  classes  on  farms  are  as 
well  off  as  the  moch  deplored  mannfiMS- 
turing  population.      I   myself  employ  a 
number  of  men;    my  concern  is  in  the 
country  like  your  own.     I  have  a  namber 
of  labourers  like  yours,  unskilled  laboerers, 
as  unskilled  as  your  own.    I  employ  them 
in  washing,  cleansing,  wheeling,  and  pre- 
paring materials,   and   I  pay  them  19r. 
a- week ;  but  I  have  no  protection.    Take 
Devonshire,   Sussex,   Wiltshire,   Oxford- 
shire, and    other    agricultural   counties, 
which  send  up  their  squires  to  this  Honse 
to  support  this  odious  system,  and  any  of 
these  counties  will  shew  you  a  larger  ratio 
of  paupers  than  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts.    Take  Dorset ;  there  has  just  been 
laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  a  return  of 
tlie  population  and  revenue,  and  here  we 
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find,  (tiBt  in  the  year  1840,  the  very  yeftr 
in  which  we  were  bleued  with  wheat  at 
661.  a  quarter,  one  ont  of  every  MTen  of 
the  populatioa  in  Dorletahire  wai  a  pan- 
per:  and  if  we  £0  to  Suaaes  and  thereat 
of  the  couniiei  which  send  repteientatina 
to  support  thii  lyitem  for  the  benefit  of 
the  agriculturisii,  there  we  shall  invariably 
find  the  lai^est  aroonnt  of  paaperiiin.  1 
will  tum  to  the  farmer*.  The  hon.  Oen- 
tieman,  and  other  hon.  Qentlemen,  are 
pleased  lo  delicate  me  as  the  arch  ene- 
my or  the  ft^rmers.  Sir,  I  have  tu  ^ood  • 
right  as  atay  hon.  Genlteinan  in  tbta 
Rouse  to  ideQiify  myaeir  with  the  order'  of 
firmers.  I  am  a  fanner's  son.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Suisex  has  been  (peaking  to 
yoa  as  the  farmer's  friend  :  I  am  the  son 
of  a  Sussex  farmer ;  my  ancettora  were  all 
yeomen  of  the  class  who  have  been  anf- 
fering  under  thts  system  ;  ray  family  Buf- 
fered under  it,  and  I  have,  therefore,  as 
good  or  a  belter  right  than  any  of  yoa  lo 
stand  up  as  the  farmer's  friend,  abd'to 
represent  bis  wrongs  in  this  House.  Now 
I  ask  you,  what  benefits  have  tlie'  farmers 
had  from  this  protection  of  which  yon 
speak  so  mnch  f  I  put  you  on  your  de- 
fence, and  I  again  call  on  you  to  ahow 
how  (he  farmers  can  possibly  derive  higher 
profits  from  your  law  to  enhknCe  the  price 
of  (he  produce  of  the  soil  of  this  laivT 
You  muat  answer  this'qnostton;  this  baa 
not  been  shown  yet  at  any  of  yonl*  tgti- 
cultural  meetings.  Where  yoa' lUl  the  nr- 
mers  that  yoii  muat  sink  or'fwim  together 
and  that  yAu  Inth  row  in  tbe  aaoM  bo4t. 
fibt  the  time  is  c6tning,  and  6a  the  next 
qdarter  day  ybu  will  be  c4lled  bpon  to 
show  the  farmer^-apon  whom  tome  little 
enlightenment  is  now  crMping — to  show 
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how  he  has  hitherto  gained,  or  can' gain, 
iV  benefit  from  this  legislation,  ^on 
ill  have  to  answer  this  queation  from  ia- 


anV  benefit  from  this  legislation, 
will  have  to  anji 
telligent  farmen. 

"  tr  there  be  mora  fanners  than  twmi,  iben 
will  not  the  competilloD  amongst  us  for  jour 
formi  raise  (he  rent  dl  (he  land?  and  wDl 
there  aot  be  a  propoHionaie  value  of  the'  (rto- 
dncc  (o  whatever  value  ywt  BMy  give  it  in 
|Mir  acts  of  ParliamenL" 

Tbe  Mme  intelligent  farmer  may  tell 
yon, 

"  If  there  were  more  htnis  Aan  bnoail, 
and  if  you  raised  the  valae  of  yowr  pradoee, 
yon  woald  be  bidding  aoainst  eadi  other  fev 
bnaars,  and  than  I  could  uadarstaodhowi  the 
farmen  could  gel  soma  bei>f6t  ip  (be  dtajH.of 
vta.proBt,  for  jm,  would  be  cpntpeUad  ,lf 
pay  hint  better  for  cultivating  your  firnM.'' 


Now,  all  this  has  been  made  as  clear  as 
noonday.  The  hon.  Member  for  Dorset- 
shire, has  maligned  ihe  Anti-Corn-law 
League  as  an  association  for  disseminat- 
ing not  useful  but  disagreeable  knowledge. 
Every  farmer  in  Dorsetshire  has  had  a 
paflfet.  Every  counly  voter  of  Dorset- 
shire lias  received  a  liule  packet  contain- 
ing about  3.  dozen  llltk  tracts.  This  has 
not  been  left  to  casual  distribution  ;  it 
has  not  been  intrusted  to  Ihe  Post-oRice: 
but  apecial  agents  have  gone  from  door  lo 
door,  climbing  the  mountains  and  pene- 
trating (be  valleys — there  is  not  a  free- 
holder in  the  country  who  does  not  know 
as  much  about  (he  matter  as  we  ourselves. 
Do  you  think  we  shall  bear  neit  year,  at 
Ihe  agriculiural  meeting  at  Blandford,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dorsetshire  telling  bis 
hearers  that  "  the  Corn-law  is  (he  sun  of 
our  social  system,  that  it  gilds  the  spire 
of  the  church,  the  dome  of  the  palace, 
and  the  thatch  of  the  cottage?"  There 
will  be  some  black  sheep,  who  will  shout 
out,  ''and  the  chimney  of  the  landlord." 
We  have  had  during  this  debate  a  gt^at 
deal  of  criminatory  language  cast  at  this 
body.  Far  be  it  from  roe  to  enter  into 
such  extraneous  matter  as  the  objects  or 
proceedings  of  that  body.  I  shall  not 
think  it  necessary  (o  answer  the  very 
amusing  gossip  in  a  stage-coach  which 
has  been  related  to  us.  But  attacks  have 
been  made  upon  (his  body  at  other  lime*. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  made  a  dark  in- 
sinuation against  it  at  the  close  of  last 
Session,  when  there  was  no  one  to  answer 
it ;  and  we  have  had  the  cry  raised  since, 
that  the  Anti-Coru.law  League  is  an 
incGodiary  and  revolutionary  body.  We 
look  no  pains  to  refute  that  charge.  How 
have  the  public  treated  your  accusations  ? 
The  shrewd  and  sagacious  people  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  have  given  bail  for 
the  morality  and  good  conduct  of  (he 
maligned  body  in  the  amount  of  50,000/., 
and  let  the  same  slander  go  forth  another 
year,  and  I  ant  sure  that  the  people  will 
then  enter  into  recognizances  for  the  same 
body  (o  the  e)(len(  of  100,000/.  No,  it  is 
not  necessary  that  I  should  enter  into  the 
defence  of  such  a  body.  There  has  been 
an  attempt,  an  alleged  attempt,  made  to 
identify  the  members  of  this  body  with  a 
most  odious — a  most  horrible— I  might 
say,  a  most  maniacal  transaction  which 
hns  lately  occurred.  An  attempt  has  been 
maili^  in  nnolher  place — reported  lo  have 
Iwen  made— to  auggesl  (hat  the  proceed- 
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ings  of  the  League  were  to  be  coonected 
with  that  horrible  transactioD.  I  do  not 
— I  caonoi — believe  that  this  report  is  a 
correct  one  ;  I  cannot  believe  that  either 
the  language,  or  the  spirit  of  the  remarks 
attributed  to  an  eminent  and  learned  Lord 
are  founded  on  anything  that  really  took 
place.  If  it  did  take  place,  I  can  only  at- 
tribute it  to  the  ebullition  of  an  ill -regu- 
lated intellect,  not  to  a  malicious  spirit. 
This  trick  of  charging  the  consequence  of 
iDJastice  upon  the  victims  of  injustice,  is 
as  old  as  injustice  itself.  Who  does  not 
remember  that^  when  this-  infamous  law 
was  enacted  in  1815,  Mr.  Baring,  now 
Lord  Ashburton,  was  charged,  in  this 
House,  by  one  of  the  Ministers  of  the 
day,  with  having  caused  all  the  riots, 
murders,  and  bloodshed  which  ensued  in 
the  metropolis,  merely  because  he  had 
been  one  of  the  most  pertinacious  oppo- 
nents of  the  law,  denounced  it  in  the 
House  as  a  mere  scheme  to  raise  rents  at 
the  expense  of  the  commercial  classes, 
and  the  welfare  of  the  community.  Sir, 
if  there  be  anything  which  can  add  to  the 
gratiBcation  I  feel  at  having  taken  an 
active  part  in  this  body,  it  is,  the  high 
character  of  those  with  whom  I  have  been 
associated.  [Oh,  oh!]  Yes,  tested  by 
their  utility,  tested  by  their  public  cha- 
racter and  private  worth,  they  might  justly 
be  compared  to  the  Members  of  that  House 
or  of  another  more  illustrious  assembly. 
But  enough  of  this  subject.  I  will  now 
turn  my  attention  to  the  question  before 
the  House.  Last  Session,  the  Anti-Corn- 
law  party  put  the  question,  what  was  to  be 
done  for  the  country  ?  That  is  the  ques- 
tion I  now  put.  I  say  to  the  Government 
— I  say  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite, what  do  you  now  think  of  the  con- 
dition of  our  trade,  and  the  condition  of 
the  country  ?  I  gather,  from  what  has 
fallen  from  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side,  that  this  motion  is  to  be  resisted. 
The  motion  is  to  be  resisted,  but  what  are 
the  reasons  for  resisting  it  ?  How  is  the 
question  met  by  the  Government  ?  It  is 
alleged  that  there  is  a  great  discrepancy 
of  opinion  on  this  side  of  the  House.  I 
admit  it.  There  is  such  a  discrepancy 
between  some  Gentlemen  on  this  side  and 
myself,  between  the  noble  Lord,  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Lincolnshire  and  myself,  there 
is  as  great  a  difference  of  opinion  as  be- 
tween me  and  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
side.  The  party  on  their  side  is  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  described,  it  is  broken 


into  atoms,  and  may  never  be  re-anhed. 
But  does  that  diminish  the  respooiibilhj 
of  the  Government,  which  is  ttroog  in 
proportion  as  the  Opposition  is  wesk.  Are 
we  never  to  escape  from  this  mode  of  etid- 
ing  responsibility,  this  bandying  of  aoe«- 
sations  about  Whigs,  Tories,  and  Radi- 
cals, and  their  differences  of  opioioo*  It 
that  cry  always  to  be  repeated  and  rdied 
on  ?  How  long,  I  ask,  is  this  coarse  to  be 
continued  ?  How  long  is  the  arguBKnt  to 
be  used.  If  it  be  continued,  what  defence 
will  that  be  for  the  Government  ?  There 
always  have  been  differences  of  opinion  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  but  that  can  be 
no  excuse  for  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at 
the  head  of  the  Government,  who  took 
the  reins  of  power  into  his  hands  on  the 
avowed  responsibility  of  bringing  forward 
measures  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
moment.  But  there  is  not  one  measare 
of  importance  adopted  by  the  Govern. 
ment  which  has  not  been  taken  out  of  the 
school  of  the  free-traders.  The  Colleagaea 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  who  have  spoken 
on  this  occasion,  have  introduced  the  Corn- 
laws  into  this  debate,  and  have  discuiaed 
that  subject  in  connection  with  the  pre* 
sent  distress.  But  what  says  the  right 
hon.  Member  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  ?  Why,  he  says,  that 
there  are  not  two  opinions  on  the  subject 
of  free-trade.  What  says  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Government  ? 
Why,  he  says,  that  on  this  point  «e  are 
all  agreed.  And  the  right  boo.  Baronet 
the  Secretary  of  the  Home  Department, 
says  that  the  principles  of  free-trade  are 
the  principles  of  common  sense.  And 
last  night,  to  my  amazement,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  said,  there  are 
not  two  opinions  on  the  subject,  and  there 
never  was  any  dispute  about  it.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  North  Lanca- 
shire, who  has  not  yet  spoken,  will,  I 
beliete,  justify  by  his  vote  the  same  prin- 
ciples. Again,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Paymaster  of  the  Forces  must  adopt  the 
same  course.  That  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  that  noble  Lord,  may  not  have  avowed 
free-trade  principles,  but  they  must,  at 
men  of  morality  carry  those  principles 
into  effect,  for  both  of  them  have  averred 
that  the  Corn-laws  raise  rent.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Paymaster  of  the 
Forces  has  eipressly  declared  in  this 
House,  that  the  Corn-laws  were  passed  to 
maintain  country  gentlemen  in  their  sta- 
tion in  the  country.    The  noble  Lord  the 
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Member  for  North  Lancashire  has  said 
that  the  Corn-laws  raise  the  price  of  food, 
and  that  they  do  not  raise  wages;  the 
noble  Lord,  therefore,  says  that  the  landed 
gentlemen  increase  their  rents  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  profits  of  the  middle  classes. 
They  must  carry  their  principle  into  their 
conduct.  Now,  taking  the  four  Members 
of  the  Cabinet  who  have  avowed  free- 
trade  principles,  and  assuming  that  the 
two  others  by  their  addresses  must  be 
favourable  to  them,  I  ask  why  do  they  not 
carry  their  principles  into  effect?  How 
am  I  met  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
admits  the  justice  of  the  principles  of  free- 
trade.  He  says  that  he  does  not  want 
monopoly,  but  then  he  applies  these  just 
principles  only  in  the  abstract.  Now  I 
do  not  want  abstractions.  Every  moment 
that  we  pass  here,  which  is  not  devoted  to 
providing  for  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, is  lost  time.  [Cheers.]  I  tell  the 
hon.  Member  that  I  am  a  practical  man. 
I  am  not  an  abstract  Member,  and  I  ask 
what  we  have  here  to  do  with  abstrac- 
tions? The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  a 
free-trader  only  in  the  abstract.  We  have 
nothing,  I  repeat,  to  do  with  abstractions 
here.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  nsed 
another  plea.  He  said  that  the  system 
has  been  continued  for  centuries  and 
cannot  now  be  abandoned.  If  the  At- 
torney-general be  in  the  House,  and  I  hope 
he  is,  what  would  he  say  to  such  a  plea 
in  an  action  of  trover?  Would  he  admit 
the  plea  ?  Would  he  say,  ^'  I  know  that 
you  have  right  and  justice  on  your  side  in 
the  abstract,  but  then  the  unjust  posses- 
sion has  been  for  so  long  a  time  continued 
that  it  cannot  be  at  once  abandoned  ?  ** 
What  would  be  the  verdict  in  such  a  case? 
The  verdict  would  not  be  an  abstract  ver- 
dict but  one  of  restitution,  of  total  and 
immediate  restitution.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  made  the  admission  that 
these  principles  must  be  carried  out^  and 
he  says  that  the  Corn-laws  are  temporary. 
I  ask  why  the  Corn-laws  are  temporary? 
Just  laws  are  not  temporary.  It  is  the  es- 
sence of  just  laws  to  be  eternal.  You  have 
laws  on  your  statute-book  against  mur- 
der and  robbery,  and  no  man  says  they 
should  not  be  continued.  Why,  then,  are 
the  Corn-laws  to  be  temporary  ?  Because 
the  Corn-laws  are  unjust.  Because  they 
are  neither  right  nor  expedient.  They  were 
passed  to  give  a  benefit  to  the  country 
gentlemen,  and  raise  them  in  society  at 
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the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the  community.' 
The  hon.  Member  for  Bridport  made  to«' 
night  a  declaration  against  the  Anti-Corn- 
law  League,  but  he  pronounced  it  with 
such  gentle  accents,  he  put  so  much  sweet- 
ness into  his  denunciation,  that  he  deprived 
it  of  its  effect.  That  hon.  Member  is  a 
young  man,  and  perhaps  is  not  aware  of 
the  force  of  what  he  said.  But  that  hon. 
Gentleman,  too,  made  an  admission  which 
will  not  sustain  your  system.  The  hon. 
Member  said,  that  if  the  Gorn-lawt  were 
repealed,  the  aristocracy  would  be  forced 
to  reduce  their  rents,  and  could  not  live  ai 
an  aristocracy.  The  Gentlemen  who  make 
those  admissions  are  the  real  incendiaries, 
the  real  revolutionists,  and  the  real  de- 
stroyers of  the  aristocracy.  I  must  put 
the  honest  part  of  the  aristocracy  on  their 
guard  against  them,  and  must  tell  them 
not  to  allow  themselves  to  be  included 
with  those  who  fear  destruction  from  the 
repeal  of  the  Corn-laws.  They  must  know 
that  an  aristocracy  cannot  maintain  its 
station  on  wealth  moistened  with  the  or- 

!»hans'  and  the  widows*  tears,  and  taken 
rom  the  crust  of  the  peasant.  The  ques- 
tion has  been  brought  before  the  country,' 
and  the  decision  must  be  adverse  to  them. 
The  people  are  well  aware  of  their  con- 
duct. They  may  talk  about  an  increase 
of  one  or  two  mills,  or  of  the  increase  of 
joint-stock  banks,  but  I  call  attention  to 
the  condition  of  the  country,  and  I  ask 
you  if  it  is  not  worse  now  tlmn  it  was  mx 
months  ago  ?  It  has  been  jp)ing  on  from- 
bad  to  worse.  And  what  is  the  remedy 
you  propose?  What  are  the  proceedings 
by  which  you  propose  to  give  relief  to  the 
country  ?  Is  it  tn '  abstraction }  Ton 
cannot  say  that  we  are  at  the  dose  of  the 
Seuion ;  or  that  you  are  overloaded  with 
public  and  private  boriness.  Never  before 
were  there  so  few  measnres  of  importance 
under  the  consideration  of  Parliament  at 
such  a  period.    Have  yon  devised  some 

Slan  then,  of  giving  relief  to  the  couotrY  f 
f  you  have  not,  I  tell  yon  emphatfcally, 
that  you  are  violating  your  du^  to  your 
country,  yon  are  neglecting  your  dnty  to^ 
your  Sovereign  if  yoo  continue  to  hold 
office  one  moment  after  yon  can  find  no; 
remedj  for  the  nationsi  distrsM.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  however,  propoiea 
nothing.  The  measures,  which  he  lias 
brought  Arwsutd  since  be  lias  held  oSee 
have  not  remedied  the  distress  of  the  eoan-  - 
try.  It  may  be  said  of  ae,  that  I  em  a 
pfi^phet  who  Ailfitt  his  owe  pn^bee^,  hat 
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I  kC  ivi  icv  procccdiogt  will  lead  from  | 
^»I  M  «CM,  that  more  coDfosioD  will  ' 
OMM.  tb«re  are  ferms  of  it  sown  io  the  , 
•i«tk  ef  England.  [^  Hear.**]  Yet,  not  io 
iJbe  cectoo   district.    The   danger  which  I 
iKoacea  yoa  will  come  from  the  apical-  i 
tvral  districts,  for  the  next  time  there  is  - 
any  outbreak,  the  destitute  hands  of  the  i 
agricultural  districts  will  be  added  to  the  ! 
destitute  hands  of  the  manufacturing  dis-  { 
tricts.     Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
who  must  know  the  state  of  the  country, 
doubt  whether  this  be  the  fact  ?   I  receive 
correspondence   from  every  part  of  the 
country  — but  what  Is  my  correspondence 
In  his  ? — and  he  must  know,  that  what 
1  say  is  the  fact.     It  is  time,  then,  to 
give  up  bandying  the   terms  Whig  and 
Tory  about  from  one  side  of  the  House 
to  the  other,  and   engage   in  a  serious 
inquiry  into  the  present  condition  of  the 
country.     The  right  hon.  Baronet  cannot 
conceal  from  himself  what  is  that  condi- 
tion :  capital  is  melting  away,  pauperism 
IS  increasing,  trade  and  manufactures  are 
not  reviving.      What   worse  description 
can  be  given  of  our  condition  ? — and  what 
can  be  expected  if  such  a  state  of  things 
continue  but  the  disruption  and  dissolu- 
tion of  the  State  ?     When   the   agitation 
was  begun  for  the  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws, 
four  years  ago,  the   right  hon.   Baronet 
met  our  complaints  by  entering  into  many 
details,  showing  that  our  commerce  was 
increasing,  that  the  Savings-banks  were 
prospering,  that  the  revenue  was  iroprov« 
mg,  and  that  consumption  was  augment- 
ing. When  a  deputation  of  manufacturers 
waited  upon  him  to  represent  the  hopeless 
state  of  trade,  he  refused   to  listen   to 
their  representations,  or  he  met  them  with 
details  of  an  extraordinary  increase  in  the 
consumption   of   the   people  and  in  the 
revenue,  and  with  many  official  statements 
full  of  hope,    f  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
can  he  take  the  same  ground  now  ?     Can 
he  tell   the  country,  and  his  Sovereign, 
when  this  state  of  thinjrs  is  likely  to  ter- 
minate; or,   what  other  remedy   has  he 
for  this  than  that  we  propose?      Can  he 
find  a  better?     If  you  (Sir  R.  Peel)  try 
any  other  remedy  than  ours,  what  chance 
have  you  for  mitigating^  the  condition  of 
the   country  ?     You  took  the  Corn-laws 
into  your  own  hands  after  a  fashion  of 
your  own,  and   amended  them  according 
to  your  own    views.     You  said  that  you 
were  uninfluenced  in  whut  vou  did  hvanv 
pressure  from  without  on  your  judgment. 


Too  acted  on  your  own  jodgmeit,  and 
would  follow  no  other,  and  yon  are  ra* 
sponsible  for  the  consequences  of  yoar  ael. 
You  said  that  your  oibject  was  to  find 
more  employment  for  the  increasing  popn* 
lation.     Who  so  likely,  however,  to  mil 
you  what  markets  could  be  extended  ns 
those  who  are  engaged  in  carrying  on  the 
trade  and  manufactures  of  the  countiy  ? 
I  will   not  say  that  the  mercantile  aind 
manufacturing  body,  as  a  whole,  ngife 
with  me  in  my  views  of  the  Com-lawa ; 
but  the  right  boo.  Baronet  most  know 
that  all  parties  in  the  manofactoring  and 
commercial  districts  disapprove  of  hb  law. 
I  do  not  speak  of  the  League ;  I  ipeak  of  the 
great  body  of  commercial  men;  and  I  nak 
where  will  you  find  on  any  exchange,  in 
England,    Scotland,    or  Ireland,  wbern 
"  merchants  do  congregate,"  and  manv- 
facturers  meet,  twelve  men  favouraUt  to 
the  Corn-law  which  you  forced  on  the 
community,   in  obedience  to   your  own 
judgment,  and  contrary  to    oori.     Yoo 
passed  the  law,  you  refused  to  liaten  to 
the  manufacturers,  and  I  throw  on  yon 
all  the  responsibility  of  your  own  man- 
sure.    The  law  has  not  given   the  pro- 
mised extension  to  our  trade.      It  has 
ruined  the    Corn-law   speculatora.       [it 
laugh.]     Yoo   may   laugh ;    but  is  h  a 
triumph  to  ruin  the  corn  dealers,  or  eausn 
a  loss  of  2,000,000/.  of  money  ?    When 
you   have  ruined   the  com  specolatora, 
who  will  supply  yoo  with  foreign  whent? 
The  Corn-law  is  in  such  a  state,  thai  no 
regular  merchant  will  engage  in  the  com 
trade.     Ask  any  merchant,  and  yon  will 
find  that  no  man,  let  hia  trade  be  what  it 
will,  sends  abroad  orders  for  com  as  be 
sends  abroad  orders  for  sugar  and  coflee. 
No  merchant  dares  to  engage  in  the  com 
trade.     I  was  offered,  or  rather  the  Anti- 
Corn-law  League  was  offered  a  contribn* 
tion  of  wheat  from  one  of  the  wealera 
states  of  America,  on  condition  that  we 
should  pay  the  expense  of  transport  down 
the  Mississipi.    On  calculating  the  cost 
of  transport,  we  found  it  would  not  pay 
the  expense  of  carriage.    On  taking  the 
I  20s,  duty  into  consideration,  and  the  ea- 
;  pense  of  carriage,  we  found  that  when  it 
I  was  sold   here  there  would   not  be  one 
farthing  for  the  League.  When  such  is  the 
'  case,  how  can    such  merchants  as  the 
'  Barings',   or  the   Browns*  of  Liverpool, 
send  out  orders  for  corn,  when  there  is  no 
certainty  whether  they  shall  have  to  pay 
;  *20j  duly  01  any  less  sum  when  it  arrites. 
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Such  a  law  defies  calculatioo,  and  putt  an 
end  to  trade.  Take  again  the  article  8up;ar. 
The  right  bon.  Gentlenao  by  bia  tariffra- 
duoed  the  duties  on  700  articles,  and  he 
carefully  omitted  those  two  articles  which 
are  supplied  by  North  and  South  Anericai 
the  only  two  countries  the  trade  of  which 
can  resuscitate  our  present  declining  ma- 
nufactures. Yes,  the  right  bon.  Baronet 
altered  the  duties  on  700  articles.  He 
took  the  duty  off  cafiare  and  cassava 
powder,  but  he  left  corn  and  sugar,  op* 
pressed  with  heavy  monopoly  duties.  The 
right  bon.  Baronet  reduced  the  charges 
on  drugs,  which  was  not  unimportantf 
but  he  excluded  those  two  vital  commo* 
dities  which  the  merchants  of  the  country 
know  can  alone  supply  any  extension  to 
our  trade;  I  will  not  say  that  this  was 
done  with  a  design  of  injuring  our  trade, 
but  it  was  done.  The  right  bon.  Baronet 
acted  on  his  own  judgment,  and  he  re* 
tained  the  duty  on  the  two  articles  on 
which  a  reduction  of  duty  was  desired, 
and  ha  reduced  the  duties  on  those  oq 
which  there  was  not  a  possibility  of  the 
change  being  of  much  service  to  the 
country.  It  was  folly  or  ignorance. 
["  Hear,  hear,"]  Yes,  it  was  folly  or  ig« 
norance  to  amend  our  system  of  dutite, 
and  leave  out  of  consideration  sugar  and 
corn.  The  reduction  of  tho  dutita  on 
drugs  and  such  things  waa  a  proper  task 
for  some  under-Secmtary  of  Stata,  deal*- 
ing  with  tha  sweeping  of  offica»  but  it 
was  unworthy  of  any  MinisteTf  and  waa 
devoid  of  any  plan*  It  was  ona  of  the 
least  useful  changes  that  evor  waa  pro- 
posed by  any  Government.  Tbara  is  alao 
the  case  of  timber,  I  admitf  that  tba  ra- 
duction  of  the  dutv  on  timber  ia  a  good 
thing,  but  you  reduced  the  duty,  wbao 
there  are  10,000  houaes  standing  empty 
within  a  radius  of  twenty  miles  of  Maot* 
cheater,  and  when  there  are  crowds  of 
ships  rotting  in  our  ports.  At  the  same 
time,  you  denied  our  merchant  the  aMana 
of  tranic,  by  refusing  to  reduce  the  duties 
on  the  two  most  bulky  articles  which  pur 
ships  carry.  You  reduced  your  timber 
duties  when  there  were  no  factories  to 
build,  and  when  there  waa  no  employaaent 
for  ships.  That  is  the  scheme  of  the  right 
bon.  Baronet — the  only  plan  which  he  baa 
to  propose  for  the  benefit  of  the  country. 
Can  he  not  try  some  other  plan  7  Ooea 
be  repudiate  that  whieh.haa  been  sug- 
gested by  the  bon.  Member  for  White- 
haven  ?— nmd  will  he  have  nothing  to  do 


with  altering  the  currency,  to  which  he 
is  invited  by  the  bon.  Member  for  Bir« 
mingbam  7  The  hon.  Member  for  Shrewa- 
bury,  too^  and  the  organs  of  his  partv  in 
the  press,  had  plans»  but  he  will  adopt 
none  of  them.  It  is  his  duty,  he  says,  to 
judge  independently,  and  act  without  re- 
ference to  any  preasure;  and  1  must  tell 
the  right  boo.  Baronet  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  honest  and  independent  Member  to 
bold  him  individually  reaponsible  for  the 
present  position  of  the  country.  I  am  not 
a  party  man.  The  hon.  Membera  know  I 
am  not.  This  I  will  tell  him  that  let  who 
will  be  in  office,  whether  Whigs  or  Tories, 
I  will  not  sit  in  the  House  a  day  longer 
than  I  can  with  the  cordial  assent  of  my 
constituenu,  vote  for  or  against  Whiga  or 
Tories,  as  I  mav  think  right.  I  tell  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  I,  for  one,  care 
nothing  for  Whin  or  Tories.  I  have  said 
that  I  never  will  help  to  bring  back  the 
Whigs,  but  I  tell  bun  that  the  whole 
responsibility  of  the  lamentable  and  daq- 
serous  state  of  the  country  rests  with  hinu 
It  ill  becomes  him  to  throw  that  respoosU 
bility  on  any  one  at  thia  side.  I  say  there 
never  haa  been  violence,  tumult,  or  coii» 
fusion,  except  at  periods  when  there  baa 
been  an  excessive  want  of  employment, 
and  a  scarcity  of  the  necessariea  of  lib. 
The  right  bon.  Baronet  haa  the  power  in 
his  hands  to  do  u  be  pleaan.  Ir  he  will 
notp  be  baa  the  privibgei  wbieb  be  told 
the  noble  Lord,  the  late  Seoietary  for 
ForeifB  Affiiirs.  he  had,  oaaiely,  tfiat  ef 
resigning  the  office  wbieh  jgivea  bipi  tlje 
power.  I  aey  that  it  ia  bia  dnty.  It  ia 
bis  duty  10  itwgn  office  the  moeaent  be 
finds  he  baa  not  power  to  carry  out  to  the 
fullest  extent  those  meaaurea  which  he 
believea  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  conn* 
try.  But  whether  be  does  so  or  iiot»  I 
have  faitb  in  the  electoral  body~i  have 
foitb  in  the  ariddle  claasea,  bauMd  by  the 
more  intelligent  of  the  working  elassea, 
and  led  by  the  moie  boneat  seetioo  of  the 
eristocraey^^I  have  foitb  b  tbe  mat  body 
of  tbe  comnienity  that  they  wiO  force  tbe 
Oofernmeotp  whether  of  the  right  hoo. 
Oeotlemaii,  or  of  any  other  par^,  to  the 
pnictical  adoption  of  those  prineiplee  wUdi 
are  now  genenlly  believed  to  be  ssseptiel 
10  the  weSfofe  of  this  country*  Tbe  rijdkt 
bon«  Oentlenao  haa  admiftflHI  the  inatn. 
the  policy,  end  expedieney  of  oor  |>riBci>> 
pies.  He  has  edeiitied  then,  that  tb^ 
most  in  tbe  end  be  tricoipbaot.    tespeet, 
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toral  bodv,  in  the  better  portion  of  the 
working  ciatses,  and  in  the  honester  part 
of  the  arifiocracy,  to  force  the  right  bon. 
Baronet^  or  his  successors,  to  put  in  prac- 
tice those  principles,  the  justice,  policy, 
and  reasonableness  of  which  he  has  him- 
self admitted. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said :  Sir,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  stated  here  very  empliati- 
cally,  what  he  has  more  than  once  stated 
at  the  conferences  of  the  Anti-Corn-law 
League,  that  he  holds  me  individually — 
[Great  exct/em^nf]— individually  respon- 
sible for  the  distress  and  suffering  of  the  ! 
country ;  that  he  holds  me  per:Konally  re-  { 
sponsible;  but  be  the  consequences  of 
those  insinuations  what  thev  mav,  never 
will  I  be  influenced  by  menaces  either  iu 
this  House  or  out  of  this  House,  to  adopt 
a  course  which  I  consider — [The  rest  of 
the  sentence  was  lost  in  shouts  from  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  Cobden  rose  and  said :  I  did  not 
say  that  I  held  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
personally  responsible — [shouts  of  **  Yes, 
yes,"  *•  You  did,  you  did,"— cries  of 
"  Order,"  and  *'  Chair."]  [Sir  Robert 
Peel:  you  did.]  1  have  said  that  I  hold 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  responsible,  by 
virtue  of  his  office— ["  No,  no,"  iiimcA 
confusion] — as  the  whole  context  of  what 
I  said  was  sufficient  to  explain— [*'  No, 
no, yrom  the  Ministerial  Benches']. 

Sir  Robert  Peel:  Sir,  the  expression  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  not,  that  he  held 
her  Majesty's  Government  responsible; 
but,  addressing  himself  to  me,  he  said,  in 
the  most  emphatic  manner,  that  he  held 
me  individually  responsible  [Cheers. — Sir 
James  Graham  handed  a  paper  to  Sir 
Robert  Peel.]  I  do  not  want  to  over- 
state anything.  1  am  not  certain,  on 
reflection,  whether  the  hon.  Gentleman 
used  the  word  personally,  but  he  did  twice 
repeat  that  he  held  me  individually  rrs- 
ponsible.  I  am  perfectly  certain  of  that. 
The  hon.  Gentl(?man  may  tlo  so,  and  m»v 
induce  others  to  do  tlie  same,  but  1  only 
notice  his  assertion  for  the  purpose  of 
saying  that  it  shall  not  influence  me  in 
the  discharg:e  of  a  public  duty.  Sir,  I 
wi»h  most  sincerely  that  1  had  br-en  able 
to  conduct  this  discussion  in  the  same 
manner  and  with  the  same  temper  with 
which  wo  conducted  most  of  the  discus- 
sions on  the  tariff  of  last  year.  And  now 
I  will  separate  altogether,  in  approaching 
this  discussion,  all  that  part  of  it  which 
relates  to  public  interests,  to  the  welfare 


and  well-being  of  the  great  body  of  todetj, 
from  that  which  mav  be  asramed  to  be 
more  of  a  party  and  political  character.     I 
can  do  that  with  greater  ease,  becauie  I 
mast  say  that  the  noble  Lord,  io  theeoane 
of  bis  Speech,  set  the  example  of  ao  comm 
ducting  the  discussion.       It  woald   be, 
indeed,    a  great    advantage    if  we  were 
enabled  to  discuss  matters  of  such  impofft- 
ance  without  reference  to  party  iotcfeata 
or   party  recriminations.      I    will,   thea, 
conduct    all    the    6rst    part   of  vbat  I 
have  to  deliver  to  the  House  on  the  prin- 
ciplet  on  which  the  noble  Lord  nsade  bit 
Speech  on  introducing  the  motioo.     Tht 
noble  Lord  proposes  that  the  House  abooM 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee,  to  consider 
that  part  of  the  Speech  from  the  Tbroae 
which  refers  to  the  public  distress.     Sir,  I 
approach  the  consideration  of  thatmotioa, 
I  trusty  in  a  temper  befitting  the  acknow- 
ledged and  long  continued  dittresaee  of 
this  country — in  a  temper,  too,  befittisf 
the   fortitude   with   which  privations  and 
distress  have  been  borne.     I  will  consider 
singly  and  exclusively  whether  the  adop- 
tion of  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord  is 
likely  in  its  results  to  mitigate  that  distress 
or  revive  prosperity.     I  make  no  objedioa 
to  the  form  of  the  motioo  of  the  noble 
Lord,  if  an  objection   io   point  of  foras 
could  be  made.    There  are  occasions  on 
which,  if  you  can  realise  public  adrantage 
or  mitigate  severe  distress,  to  urge  lecb- 
nacali ties  against  the  administration  of  a 
remedy,  would  be  most  unwise  and  nnbe- 
nifitting  the  Legislature  of  a  great  connlry. 
But,  in  point  of  form,  there  is  no  objection 
to  be  urged  against  the  motion  of  tbe  noble 
Lord.     That  motion  is  perfectly  constiln- 
tional,  and  liable  to  no  objection  in  point 
of  form.     If  any  objections  are  to  prevail 
against  it,  they  must  be  objections  of  a 
substantial  kind.      To  such   only  will    I 
address  myself.     Many  hon.  Gentlemen 
have  mistaken  the  nature  of  the  motion. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke  last,  and 
who  assumed  such  a  tone  with  regard  to 
the  motion,  inferred  that  the  noble  Lord 
proposed    a    committee   of    inquiry   into 
manufacturing:  distress.      The  hon.  Gen- 
liemnn  said  that  his  only  objection  to  the 
motion  was,  that  the  inquiry  was  not  to  be 
more  extensive,  and  did  not  include  agri- 
cultuTrtl  as   well  as  commercial  distress. 
Why,  Sir,  the  noble  Lord  proposes  no  in- 
quiry, whatever,  in  the  sense  in  which  the 
hon.   Gentleman  refers  to  inquiry.     The 
noble  Lord  does  not  propose  to  ioqaire 
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for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  cause 
of  the  present  distress,  and  all  those  who 
are  inclined  to  support  his  motion  in  the 
expectation  of  having  such  an  inquiry 
instituted,  will  find  themselves  entirely 
disappointed  if  the  noble  Lord  should  be 
successful.  What  the  noble  Lord  pro- 
poses is,  that  the  House  should  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  distress 
of  the  country,  and  then,  I  presume,  he 
has  some  proposition  to  submit  for  the 
relief  of  the  distress.  I  must  own  i  think 
the  general  complexion  of  this  debate  has 
not  been  such  as  entirely  to  convince  me, 
that  with  the  numbers  here  present,  and 
influenced  by  the  feelings  that  naturally 
prevail  on  each  side  of  the  House,  with 
only  the  change  of  having  Mr.  Green  sit- 
ting at  the  Table,  instead  of  having  the 
Speaker  in  the  chair,  that  any  very  useful 
consequences  could  arise  from  the  discus- 
sions of  measures  under  such  circum- 
stances. But  when  we  have  got  into 
committee  what  will  the  noble  Lord 
do?  What  is  the  motion  that  the  noble 
Lord  will  make  in  committee  ?  There  is  to 
be  no  inquiry.  When  the  noble  Lord  gets 
into  committee,  he  will  not  content  him- 
self with  having  succeeded  so  far,  but 
must  pursue  some  course  or  other.  What 
course  will  that  be  ?  Will  the  noble  Lord 
propose  a  series  of  measures  founded  on 
the  principles  of  which  he  is  the  advocate 
— the  principles  of  free-trade.  If  be  does, 
what  roust  be  the  inevitable  consequence  ? 
All  the  functions  of  Government  mutt 
necessarily  be  suspended.  1  speak  of 
Government  not  in  the  party  sense  of  the 
word.  I  speak  of  the  executive  Govern- 
ment, of  that  which  is  entrusted  with  im- 
portant functions,  and  which  has  hitherto 
been  responsible  for  their  performance,— 
responsible  for  performing  the  particular 
duty — of  explaining  the  expenditure  of 
the  year,  and  the  financial  meaoa  of  the 
year  at  a  certain  period  of  the  Session, 
and  of  proposing  the  financial  measures 
of  the  year.  If  the  noble  Lord  succeed 
in  his  motion,  those  functions  of  the  Go- 
vernment must  be  completely  suspended. 
Will  the  noble  Lord  propose  to  deal  with 
the  sugar  duties  ?  But  1  will  take  matters 
of  mere  revenue,  which  do  not  operate  in 
the  slightest  degree  by  way  of  protection  ; 
and  with  respect  to  which  there  can  bs 
no  objection,  from  conflicting  and  rlTftl 
interests.  Take  the  case  of  tea.  Will  ths 
noble  Lord  touch  that.    We  bafe  a  prot^ 


pect  of  increased  trade  with  China.  '  If 
you  lower  the  duties  on  tea,  there  will 
probably  be  a  greater '  consumption ; 
there  will  be  an  increased  importation  of 
tea,  and  probably  an  increased  demand 
in  China  for  the  producff  of-.this  coun- 
try. Will  the  noble  Lord,  therefore,  sub- 
mit a  proposition  for  the  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  tea  ?  '  Will  he  take  the  same 
course  with  respect  to  tobacco,  and  with 
respect  to  the  duty  on  raw  cotton  ?  Some 
Gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
have  urged  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
raw  cotton  as  indispensable  to  th^  pros- 
perity of  our  manufactures.  The  duty  oir 
wool  has  also  been  referred  to.  These  are 
all  articles  with  respect  to  which  duties 
are  imposed,  not  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tectbn^  but  for  the  purpose  of  revenue. 
Suppose  the  noble  Lord  proposes  to  re- 
duce the  duties  on  tea,  tobacco,  cotton, 
and  wool.  I  should  like  to  ask  him  how 
any  one  entrusted  with  the  financial  af- 
fairs of  this  country  can  stir  one  step,  or 
know  what  course  to  pursue.  So  much 
for  matter  of  detail,  if  the  noble  Lord 
enters  into  detail.  In  the  same  way,  the 
functions  of  Government  with  respect  to 
commercial  treaties,  must  be  at-once  sus- 
pended. Suppose  the  noble  Lord  think 
it  desirable  to  reduce  the  duties  on  wine, 
or  on  fruits,  what  course  are  the  Govern- 
ment to  uke  with  respect  to  negotiations 
now  pending,  and  which  had  been  pend- 
ing for  the  last  four  or  five  years.  The 
late  Chancellor  •of  the  Exchequer^  sokoo 
three  years  ago,  took  credit,  or  rather 
debited  himself  with  a  redoctioo  of 
300,000/.  in  the  revenue,  consequent  on 
the  expected  termination  of' a  coromeretal 
treaty  with  France,  on  which  negotiatione 
have  been  pending  ever  since.  '  If  the 
noble  Lord  deals  with  these  questions  of 
revenue,  in  this  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  how  is  the  executive  Oovemneot 
to  proved  with  respect  to  the  preparation 
of  financial  measures,  or  the  conduct  of 
negotiations  with  foreign  powers  for  the 
recijprocal  reductions  of  import  duties  ?  It 
b  clear  that  the  functions  of  Government 
would  be  suspended  by  the  noble  Lord's 
success  in  carrying  such  a  motion  as  this. 
And  at  what  time  does  the  noble  Lord 
come  forward  t  Hitherto  it  has  at.  least 
been  the  practice  to  give  the  Government 
some  time  after  the  commencement  of  the 
Session,  until  the  estimates  have  be«i 
voted,  and nntil a faH feriew canbe'taksn 
df  the^atate  of  the  fidaacea  ef  tlireouifqr» 
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rcductx:^!  ia  the  tana  tcad  to  prodi 

decircxf:  pnees,  and  a  vmf«e  resotaboa, 

fjcb   as  I  have  referred  to.  leaving  it  «•<• 

ccria;a  to  wbat  articics  ibe  pr.Aciplc 


cient  progress  in  i!i  collect  oo  to  enable  to  be  applied,  ic  far  fron  bciag  a  relief, 
«•  to  detcrm  :««  whetber  tbe  evimate  was  voald  aggrmtatc  alt  ibe  exbtiag  cvUk  I 
rell  founded  or  not.     At  t^Jis  p^rt!cuUr    bope  I  bate  cood acted   the  d 


appeal  to  tbe  reason  of  tbe  H 


tbe  proposal  of  the    r>oUe  Laid, 
success  ^a  carrifing  thia  mocioo 


period,  tbe  revenue  bas  been  atfv-cted  br  j  the  principles  «bicb  1  laid  down,  ai 

the  mea lores  of  last  SessKin.     It  was  af-  j  ail  p-irtv  coosideratjons,  and  makiBg  ay 

fecied  bj  the  diiciuftiou  which   preceded 

ibeffi ;  and  vtt  tbe  noble  Ixird  proposes 

logo  into  a  cofDmitteeof  the  whole  House, 

\<n  the  purpose  of  contiderin^  rhcaiures  i  only    a   triQaspri   over   the    Go 

affectjng  th<:  fiuancei  of  ti.e  country.   Will  j  Tnat  the  noble  Lord  duclaims,  aad  I 

tbe  noble    Lord   a%oid    the   difficulty   bv  !  say,  from  tbe  character  of  tbe  tpcccli 

contenting  himself  with  mo? ing  some  such    which   he   proposed   the  OMHioa,   1 
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general  resolution  as  this — **  Resolved, 
That  the  principles  on  which  the  tariff  of 
last  year  «ai  founded  ought  to  be  carried 
to  further  eitent  V*  Is  that  the  motion 
which  the  noble  Lord  would  propose '. 
There  is  to  be  no  inquiry,  and  he  must 
propose  either  a  specific  measure  of  de- 
tails, or  he  muftt  propose  some  general 
resolution,  embodying  a  general  principle. 
The  noble  Lord  hat  no  alternative-  If  you 
could  do  anything  at  the  present  moment 
to  create  uncertainty,  to  paralyse  trade,  to 
suspend  all  commercial  speculations,  it 
would  be  to  move  some  general  indefinite 
resolution  like  ihat,  leaving  every  man 
uncertain  as  to  what  specific  articles  the 
general  resolution  was  to  be  applied.  This 
country  has  not  yet  recovered  from  the 
effect  of  the  tariff  of  last  year.  The  dis- 
cussion which  preceded  that  tariff  neces- 
sarily added  tocommerrial  embarrassment. 
It  was  im|>ossihle  it  could  be  otherwise. 
During  the  uholr  time  of  the  discussion, 
romniprcial  men  were  in  a  stale  of  unccr- 
taiiitv  as  to  what  would  be  the  final  re- 
solve  of  the  lloiisi:  of  Commons,  and  there 
was  a  siisperifiou  of  coiiiniercial  dealing*. 
It  affected  (he  coii^um|iMon  of  timber,  and 
affected  almost  every  oilir  r  arlirlc  fT  im- 
portance which  entered  into  the  tanf)  of 
last  year.  If  you  now  enter  on  the  sub> 
*ect  agaioy  without  iodicaiiiig  the  articles 


confidence  in  the  declaiitioo  of  the 
Lord.  He  does  not  seek  a 
trianph  of  party  by  bis  motioB.  He 
poses  It  io  order  to  give  a  bope  of  nliif 
for  tl»e  distress  of  the  country.  laqvHy 
is  not  intended.  You  are  not  to  have  tke 
operation  of  the  Cor  inlaws — yoa  are  aos 
to  have  the  operation  of  other  restrictive 
laws  investigated,  but  soflM  propositioD  is 
to  be  made.  1  have  attempted  to  show 
that  that  proposition  mast  refer  to  details 
or  to  general  principles  ^  that  tbo  ooe 
would  suspend  and  paralyse  tbe  functioas 
of  Government,  and  the  other  would  add 
to  tbe  existing  embarrassmeot  and  dis- 
tress. Sir,  1  do  not  oppose  the  noble 
Lord's  motion  on  the  ground  of  denying 
the  distress  which  prevails.  There  are 
hot  too  many  evidences  of  that  dislreas. 
And  when  some  of  my  right  boo.  Friends 
refer  to  circumstances  which  rather  appeai 
to  indicate  a  hope  of  more  favoiunble 
limes,  they  have  done  so,  not  for  the  pur- 
poic  of  denying  the  existence  or  extent 
of  the  distress,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  arguments  used  by  bon.  Gentle- 
men,  and  showing  that  in  some  cases  there 
have  lieen  exaggerations  of  the  degree  of 
di«trc«s.  And  one  lion.  Gentleman,  the 
Member  for  Manchester  (Mr.  M.  Gibson) 
has  chaiged  my  right  boo.  Friend  with 
having  made  a  statement,  founded  npon 
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Mr.  Horner't  reporl,  which  ii  Mt  oon- 
Armed  b;  the  detail*  of  that  report,  fiat 
then  tb«  hon.  OentletiiBQ  refarnd  to  tht 
report  o(  Mr.  Horner  for  aatumn  laili 
Might  it  not  have  occurred  to  ttat  hoiii 
Geatlemaii  that  an  improrement  might 
bare  taken  place  between  autuain  and 
January  ?  Now,  on  tb«  30tb  of  Janiimr;, 
Mr.  Horner  did  maks  a  report,  and,  witk 
nipect  to  the  new  bulldlngi,  he  did  uae 
thii  language : — 

"  In  tbe  courte  of  list  jear,  fony-aina  new 
coDceinB  ware  let  to  work,  hanng  1,378  honei' 

Rower,  and  emplojiog  3,490  peruot.  Caku- 
iling  five  penoDi  to  each  hone  power,  Ihe 
usual  rough  eilimate,  when  these  mills  aie  io 
full  work  the;  will  give  employroeat  to  7,000 


i») 


rw*  !).»;. 


u» 


inp. 


Soroe  of  them  are  new  buildi 
and  some  of  these  are  additions  to  pre-eaistiof 
buildionj  in  other  cases,  the  occn piers  have 
removed  from  smaller  lo  latter  premises ;  bnl 
in  all  of  them  the  parties  most  nave  inveited 
new  capital ;  and  U  would  be  irrational  lo 
suppose  otherwise  thao  that  all  of  them  have 
entered  upon  a  branch  of  trade  which  thejT  be- 
lieved to  hotd  out  a  fairproipect  of  jieldina  a 
raaoneratina  profit.  The  greater  part  of  Uia 
informatioD  from  which  tbeie  table*  have  heaa 
coDSinicted,  was  collected  between  tlie  begin- 
Ding  of  Septembe)  and  the  middle  of  November 
— thai  is,  oefore  there  were  aajr  sjrmplonu  of 
that  revival  which  begin  about  the  latter  date; 
so  that  if  it  had  been  possible  to  pve  the  a^ 
tual  stale  of  the  milb  in  the  preMat  WMk, 
there  is  every  profaabihty  th^  «  oompariaoa 
with  the  same  time  Isat  year,  would  |l*a  a 
still  more  favourable  result  than  I  hate  ebowD 
above.  1  have  formed  this  opinion,  oot  maral/ 
OD  general  reports  of  improved  trade,  bnt  from 
facts  such  as  the  following,  contained  io  retuini 
recently  received  from  the  snperlntendenti  in 
my  dtstrici : — Mr.  Saperintendent  Daviea,  t«- 
side&t  at  Ashtoo'Dndar-Iiloe,  raporta  ta  aa, 
■hat  on  visiibg  tbe  mill*  of  A  on  Iba  9lh  af 
November,  1B42,  U3  looms  wMa  atandiagt 
on  the  IStb  of  this  mouth  all  ware  at  woik, 
and  22  added.  On  Ihe  10th  of  November, 
1843,  B  bad  500  looms,   and   2-5thl  of  the 

J>ioniag  machinery  stopped;  on  tha  IStbof 
Bouary,  only  350  looms,  and  l-4di  of  tin 
spinning  machinery  slopped.  Oa  tha  MNh  of 
October,  C  had  l&e  looms  ■toppadi  00  tht 
IBthof  January  all  were  at  watt.    la  Jolfi 

1842,  D  bad  352  loom*  stopped,  and  e^tnaii 
of  mules  working  short  time;  inJannaiT,  tSU, 
all  were  at  work,  and  on  fall  Uliie.    In  July, 

1843,  B  had  IW  looms  stopped ;  in  JaoMry. 
1843,  all  were  at  Work.  In  Jnly,  U4I,  F  hU 
ler  looms  stopped  ;  in  Janaarfi  1841,  Mady 
all  were  at  work." 

Do  not  let  me  ba  niModantood.  Mind 
— I  do  not  deny  tba  ciiiteDco  of  giMt 
dietreia.  If  tbe  nobla  Loid'a  notioN 
oonld  really  ud  tnlj  tend  to  idwft  ibl 
mniUj,  «e  ban,  I  «y, 


ample  evidonee  of  that  diktreu  it  to  in. 
duce  ine  to  ontar  into  the  committee  that 
he  desircB.  Hot  when  Gentlemen  lay, 
that  tve  are  in  ■  vorM  atate  in  January 
than  we  were  in  Oetiriier,  then  I  wi^  fat 
show  you  that  in  that  italement  there  ii 
cxaggeralioD.  That  U  the  remark  I  have 
to  make  Upon  that  poinl.  I  hare,  Sir, 
Utile  moi*  to  fay  of  the  reawo  why  tho 
Oovernmant  cannot,  ud  why  the  lionat 
ought  not  to  ucant  to  iho  motion  of  tUM 
noble  Lord.  But  then,  dnring  the  coirM 
of  ihis  discuaaion,  I  have  been  condemned 
by  many  Oentlemen  fbr  the  contae  whieh 
1  pursued.  In  the  left  8ewion,  with  mpAtit 
to  the  tariff,  and  the  ptindplea  on  whioh 
it  professed  to  b«  ftuoded,  and  (br  th4 
declarationt  which  I  made  In  Ihe  coorM 
of  llie  pctaent  Saaiion.  I  will  refer  flnt 
to  itie  princislei  on  wfaldi  the  Ooven» 
nient  acted  in  pnpoaing  tbe  tariff  of 
lust  year.  In  nnderukhig  to  revise  tho 
cotnaiercial  code  flf  this  country— I  b>( 
(lie  House  to  recollect  tbe  crircumeunoM 
under  which  it  wu  undntakeo.  Tbart 
nan  in  that  year,  and  tbeie:  had  bMn 
for  Hcveral  pfecedinf  yean,  I  great  defl* 
tha  aroooBtof  the  r 


This  conaity,  too,  waa  engagMl  in  two 
wars.  The  Eaat-Iadia  Company  wai  IB- 
letested  la  tbe  0n»~dal carried  on  to  thi 
west  of  ibt  Indoi,  and  the  other  the  war 
wiih  ChiiM.  It  waa,  andet  theae  eireun- 
siancps,  that  her  Mljeaiy'e  Oovenmoat 
undertook  tbe  micioA  Of  the  COaUMT' 
cihI  code.  There  WM  a  defieieaey  of 
2,400.o0(}f.,  or  of «  ■•m  oemothiog  nutgr 
3,000,000/.  Thu  de6oiauy  did  wt  dttw 
us  from  indutikiBf  what  «•  iboagfat 
would  be  heoef cial  to  tbe  eomiMK*  of 
the  country.  But,  in  Otdef  IO  xevltO  OUT 
duties,  it  wu 

delitiicncy ;  aad  wt,  6lr,  did 
from  perfarailng  tbu  whieb  wo  felt  to  ho 
uecessary,  beekuao  It  eospelled  aa  to 
perform  thi  nnpopoltr  Ml,  which  notUof 
but  a  lenH  of  ooT  duly  could  nooaeUe  w 
lo,  of  calliof  npoB  tht  oonutry  to  eihait 
to    an    IMOIM-UX   io    K    tlOM  of  pMtfO. 

Without  diu  tu,  wa  eonld  ooi  hkvfl 
proposed  t  roviaiaa  of  the  loriff,  «hm 
we  had  to  cftnto  0  new  dtAoMcy  of 
1,200,0001,  Bat  in  tbe  tea  of  thou 
wars— in  the  faot  of  tbla  dt6ciaacy— lo 
the  face  of  that  dtBeknoy  which  t  roltam 
in  the  tariff  Miat  eroue,  waaodartOOk  tho 
revision  of  OW  WWAwml  OOiIt.  I  ho* 
nounced  tho  prioflpiot  oa  vkiok  ftM  M* 
viaioa  wa  IP  hi  lHdmikaa<    lllfc,l(k 
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wi.rt  pot)»ibli  to  have  ja^dtrikitD  a  reri-  j  paud  all  the  oouequences  of  hit  ads,  and 
Moti  of  ihe  whole  of  obi  Customs'  daties,  ,  the  Hou&e  vill  see  bow  he  qualified  the 
without  L&vixjcexpJ&iDed  tbegeoenl  prio-  .  ^neral  principles  of  which  he  advocated 
cipliik  CiZi  V  Lj:h  iLai  revisi&o  va«  to  bare  ]  the  aooptioo.  Mr.  Huskissoo,  oo  ibe 
prooeeded.  Tx^trt  were  two  priociplet  ■  '21si  March,  IS'25,  used  these  woidt:— 
WrfctL  wLiri  we  had  to  choose,  the  |  «,  ^  assure  the  committee,  that  if  I  m 
jcmziztn  c4  pro:eciion  lo  the  natiwe  id-  about  to  recommeiMl  alterations  which  are  at 
cxacj,  cc  :o  abaodoo  prohibitory  duties,  '  Tinaoce  wiih  the  ancieot  seotimecuof  ihis 
had  Tt^kx  ccfDccercial  restrictions.  We  ■  counm-,  in  respect  to  colonial  policy  and 
iiBii  ::  uke  €:ih€r  one  or  the  other,  and  ;  t^de,  it  is  not  because  I  consider  the  Tiewi  of 
w*   OfcUred   that  we   thought   that    the    '^"^  ancestors  as  necessarily  erroneous,  or  that 

rr3Cir:e  oi  prelection  could  be  carried  '  J°°°^»^»^°  '^'''^  n««sanly  be  impn^«a«it ; 
^■.^f.c  ui  piutcvuuu  cwuiu  uc  ^•*"^  I  butiiis  because  tbecircamstoncesandstateof 
BC  fu:yi«  in  ihe  abstract.  I  repeal  the  ^j^^  ^^.j^^  ,„  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^  examine  colo. 
wcoi.  notwithstanding  the  objections  of '  Qi^l  interests,  hare  changed ;  and  it  becomes 
ibfC  bon.  Gentlemen  to  the  term.  In  the  '  us,  ai  practical  sutesmeo,  to  deal  with  those 
^bi^tnct  be  said,  that  protection  was  not  ioieres'.s  with  a  reference  to  that  change.  It 
to  be  defended  as  the  permanent  s vsl em  '  i*o°b*i°  ^i**«os«.  and  with  this  qualification, 

of  th;s  countrv.  We  thought,  that  a  re-  i^'**  ^  ^^^^  *^  ^  *°o*^.^  "P?**  **  "  ionowor. 
— L^«  ^f  •k«'^^»»«^r^:»i  Trv^-  «..«.kf  frv  1  a™  "©I  anxious  to  give  elfect  to  new  pnnci- 
vLsion   of  the  commercial  code  ought  to      ,      ^^^^^  circomsilnces  do  not  call  fiTtbeir 

proceed  upon  the  principle  of  abandon-  •  Supplication :  feeling  as  I  do,  from  uo small  ex- 

ing  prohibitory  duties,  and  relaxing  the    perience  in  public  business— and  every  day 

restrictions  on   commerce.      And    now  I  .  con6rms  tbat  feelioc — how  much,  in  the  vasi 

am  taunted  for  not  carrying  out  that  prin-  ;  and  complex  interests  of  this  country,  are  fe- 

ciple  to  all  its  legitimate  and  logical  con-  '  "cral  theories,  however  incontrorertible  in  the 

!,  and  told  that  I  am   not  to  pay    abstract,  require  to  be  weighed  vrith  a  calm 


sequences,  ana  loia  mat  i  am  not  to  pay 
any  regard  to  specific  or  peculiar  circum- 
stances, and  not  to  give  any  consideration 
to  long  vested  interests  !  But  when  I  stated 
that  I  thought  that  the  pervading  principle 
ought  to  be  rather  a  relaxation  of  restric- 
tions, than  an  increase  of  protection,  I  ac- 
companied the  declaration  of  that  abstract 
principle  with  a  distinct  declaration  that 
that  principle,  admitted  to  be  a  wise  one, 
ought  to  be  applied,  in  a  country  like 
this,  with  great  caution  and  great  circum- 
spection —  firht,  because  we  ought  not 
lightly  to  affect  great  interests,  which 
had  grown  up  to  great  importance  under 
long-enjoyed  protection  ;  and,  secondly, 
becduse  you  ought  not,  by  the  course 
that  you  pursued,  to  throw  discredit 
upon  the  principle  you  sought  to  enforce, 
by  applying  it  so  rashly  und  indiscrimi- 
nately, as  to  cause  more  evil  than  good, 
and  produce  a  doulu  in  the  truth  of  the 
principle  itself.  I  stated  at  the  time  that 
u  was  with  those  qualiHcations  1  should 
apply  the  principle,  and  in  taking  that 
course,  I  am  justified  by  the  conduct  of 
those  who  had  pieccdvd  me,  who  had  ad- 
vocated those  principles,  and  set  the  ex- 
ample of  removing  commercial  restrictions. 
When  Mr.  Huskisson,  in  1825,  proposed 
his  revision  of  the  commercial  law  ot  this 
country,  the  language  he  used  I  will  read 
to  the  House.  Mr.  Ilu^ki.sson  was  a  grtat 
commercial  reformer,  a  practical  reformer, 
who  fell  all  the  responsibility ,  and  antici^ 


circumspection,  to  be  directed  by  a  temperate 
discretion,  and  to  be  adapted  to  all  the  exist- 
ing rt'lations  of  society,  with  a  careful  hand, 
and  a  due  regard  to  the  establishments  and  ii^ 
stitutioiis  which  have  grown  up  under  Ihoae 
relations." 

Are  not  these,  I  ask,  Ihe  words  of  pnc- 
lical  wisdom  ?  They  were  used  when 
that  great  commercial  reformer  undertook 
large  and  most  important  reforms  in  oor 
commercial  code.  Do  we  not  find  here  Ihe 
prudence  of  a  practical  man,  who,  while  he 
laid  down  general  principles,  thought  it  righl 
and  proper  that  they  should  be  accompe* 
nied  by  circumspection  in  their  application? 
Now  take  other  men  who  have  not  been 
responsible  for  the  practical  conscqueoces 
of  the  principles  that  they  desire  to  tee 
acted  upon  —  take  one  \ftho  caused  the 
principles  of  free-trade  as  far  at  any  Gen- 
tleman of  the  House — take  the  highest 
authority,  for  so  I  must  still  call  him  ;  for 
it  appears  to  me  that  all — not  all,  but 
many  subsequent  writers  on  political  eco- 
nomy, have  only  tended  to  confound  by 
their  observations  that,  which  was  eluci- 
dated by  Adam  Smith,  at  least  the  doc- 
trines propounded  by  Adam  Smith,  to 
my  apprehension  appear  more  clear  and 
satisfactory  than  those  of  hit  commenta- 
tors. Take  Adam  Smith,  and  no  man 
went  further  in  advocating  free-trade,  the 
abolition  of  restrictive  duties,  and  what 
does  he  say  ?  This  is  the  way  thai  with 
reference  to  a  state  of  society  consiilaled 
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like  ouri,  be  qualifies  his  doclrinm?     He 
■ays — 

"  The  case  in  trhich  it  may  Mmetimcii  be  u 
malter  of  deliberalioo  ban  far,  or  in  nliat 
maimer  il  is  proper  to  rettore  the  free  impnria- 
tioD  of  (oreigii  goods,  after  i[  has  been  for  some 
time  interrupted  ii,  when  pajticnlar  ni4i[iurut:- 
tgrei,  bj  meani  of  high  duties  or  piohibitioris 
upon  all  foreign  goods  which  can  come  inio 
competition  with  them,  have  been  w  far  ex- 
tended «s  to  employ   a  great  tnallitude  of 

But  yon  will  not  allow  ag^icullure  to 
be  reclcoDed  a  maaufacture,  or  entitled  to 
those  benefits  laid  down  as  properly  be- 
longing to  a  manuracture  by  this  great 
authority.     But  to  continue  my  extract — 

"  Humanity  may  in  this  case  require  (hat 
the  frcGdom  of  trade  ihould  be  rebtored  only 
by  slow  gradations,  aod  with  a  good  deal  of 
reserve  and  circumapection.  Were  those  high 
duties  and  probibiiions  taken  away  all  at  once, 
cheaper  foreign  goods  of  the  tame  hind  mighi 
be  poured  so  fast  into  the  home  maikei,  as  to 
deprive  all  at  once  many  thoosaadi  of  our 
people  of  their  ordinary  emptoymeot  and  means 
of  subsistence." 

These  are  the  words  of  the  theoretical 
writer — of  a  writer  not  responsible  for  the 
practical  application  of  bisTiewi,but  they 
coneipond  with  the  doctrine  of  the  prac- 
tical reformer— of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
who  did  lie  under  responsibility.  And 
Sir,  foltowing  in  the  footstep*  of  these 
great  authorities  with  respect  to  out  com- 
mercial principles,  I  accompanied  their 
enunciation  with  a  respectful  admonition 
to  the  House  to  apply  those  princrples 
with  great  circumspection  —  with  great 
caution.  It  is  said,  however,  that  we  did 
absolutely  nothing  by  the  tariff,  that  it 
was  a  mere  delusion.  Is  that  true? 
What  did  we  do  in  that  tariff  to  which  you 
now  attach  so  little  value  ?  Sir,  in  respect 
to  articles  of  raw  produce,  constituting 
the  elements  of  manufactures,  in  respect 
to  almost  all  these  articles  we  reduted  the 
duty  payable  on  their  importation — in 
some  cases  we  reduced  it  to  five,  nnd  in 
other  cases  to  two  per  cent.  And  where 
exceptions  were  made  they  were  allowed 
on  the  ground  of  revenue.  Take  for  ex- 
ample the  case  of  cotton  wool.  I  am  here 
■p«»king  of  raw  produce,  the  materials  of 
manufactures.  Take,  I  say,  the  case  of 
cotton  wool ;  the  duty  on  which  was  re- 
tained on  account  of  the  rereane.  With 
respect  to  articles  half  maDufactured,  if 
I  may  so  apeak:— half  raw  and  htif  manu- 
factured— tlie  geaenl  nde  ma  to  reduce 
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the  duty  to  ten  or  twelve  per  cenL  With 
respect  to  articles  of  mannfiwtiUM,  tbe 
general  rale  was,  to  impoae  a  dntj  of 
30  per  cent.  Exceptions  were  made  from 
these  reductions  in  favour  of  certain 
article*,  but  they  were  made  in  iavonr  of 
weak  and  unprotected  interesu.  Hie 
claima  <rf  iba  cork-cnttera,  for  ezanple, 
ware  urged  by  the  bon.  Member  for  Fms- 
bury— the  olaima  of  (be  atraw  maauhc- 
turera  were  alto  among  those  urged — and 
when  exceptions  wen  aada  from  tbe 
general  reduction  which  the  tariff  e£feeted, 
they  were  made  in  ftvonr  of  branehea  of 
raannhctureof  that  nature  for  which  Ibno 
could  be  no  ground  for  making  exception 
other  than  the  desire  to  protect  the  fair 
interest)  of  the  parties  concerned.  We 
did  except  certain  great  articles.  We 
excepted  soote  on  the  ground  of  negoti- 
ations pending  with  raapect  to  them.  1b 
tbe  caaa  of  wine — in  tbe  case  of  brandjr- 
in  tbe  case,  1  thiak,  ot  viDq;a^-iD  the 
case  of  French  fmita,  and  in  tboaa  of 
several  otber  artides,  w«  did  not  rodooa 
the  dill  in  Older  ibat  we  migfat  employ 
tiioee  dfltiea  aa  inalirameotsof  ne^oliaiiM, 
with  a  view  of  efiecting  a  redociioo  in  tba 
dntiae  imposed  by  other  conntries  on  tbe 
produce  of  our  own  industry.  I  am  not 
diipoeed  to  carry  too  far  that  principle  of 
'Inboldbg  from  onraetvet  the  braefiia 
reduction  of  duties,  to  order  to  fbtco 
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of  instrumenU  we  held  m  oar  own  huidfl, 
by  reducing  tbe  duties  of  artielea  nlative 
to  which  n^otiatkns  might  bare  baen  ob- 
tered  into,  Onr  gencrml  mie  was,  that 
in  cases  wbai*  the  articles  ware  ela»aoH 
of  mannfaeture,  or  when  there  «u  riik 
from  amugKling,  we  took  to  oaiwlvea  the 
advantage  likuy  to  arise  from  a  rediw>- 
lion  of  doty  on  these  utidee ;  bat  oo 
othen,  wine  tm  example,  we  made  no  'r»> 
duction  of  duty,  and  iotnid  to  make  no 
reduction  of  dnty,  m  tbe  hope  that  we  shall 
ibna  indoee  otber  eoantries  lo  five  to  w 
an  equivalent  advantage;  and  with  laapaet 
to  easea  hi  which  the  articles  in  qaeatioa 
are  artides  of  loxnry.  I  do  think— aa  I 
preiana  the  late  OoTamineDt  alao  tboNfht 
—that  befcte  yoe  oonsent  to  a  redoetwit 
of  tbe  dutiae — oa  Fianch  wniea  for  isz> 
ample,  that  you  shodd  attempt  to  prevaB 
upon  Pnnce  to  panait  bardwuea  and 
eailery  from  fflwSdd  to  aoter  her.do- 
■itriooa  at  a  gMttac-advaat^  to  tUi 
cgnaby  tfau    Art  ditflTCd   wlte  tU 
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eiiMing  lyitem.  Indeed,  it  would  not,  I 
believe,  be  satisfactory  to  the  country  if 
we  were  to  reduce  the  duty  at  once  on 
articles  like  wine — articles  of  luxury,  used 
only  by  the  wealthier  classes,  without 
making  an  attempt  to  procure  from  the 
grower  of  the  wine  some  corresponding 
advantage  to  the  people  of  this  country. 
These  were  the  cases  in  which  we  excepted 
certain  articles  from  the  operation  of  the 
tariff;  and  it  is  by  withholding  them  that 
wa  may  hope  that  negotiations — negotia- 
tions I  am  sorry  to  say  too  long  pending — 
may  be  brought  to  a  satisfactory  conclu- 
sion. But  we  cannot  be  fairly  charged, 
by  those  who  have  been  parties  to  pending 
commercial  negotiations,  with  having  re- 
served too  many  articles  from  the  opera- 
tiod  of  the  eeneral  plan  of  reduction  im- 
posed by  the  tariff,  and  reducing  the 
duties  upon  them  without  continuing  these 
negotiations — we  excepted  silk,  and  wine, 
and  brandy.  During  the  discussion  upon 
the  tariff  no  one  proposed  that  we  should 
at  once  part  with  all  the  advantages  while 
negotiations  were  pending,  which  the 
duties  on  these  articles  gave  us.  [Vis- 
count Howkk  contended  that  the  opera- 
tion of  the  tariff  ought  to  have  been 
nade  universaK]  Such  might  have  been 
the  noble  Lord's  views;  but  I  am  sore 
that  the  general  sense  of  the  House-— 
1  do  not  mean  to  include  the  opinions  of 
every  particular  member  of  it ;  the  general 
sense  of  the  House  was  in  favour  of  the 
reduction  upon  the  duty  of  the  articles  re- 
ferred to  being  reserved,  until  further  pro- 
gress had  been  made  in  pending  negotis- 
tions.  I  certainly  did  not  apply  the  tariff 
to  the  article  of  sugar — and  1  admit  at 
once  that  there  can  be  no  article  of 
greater  importanoe  to  this  country  than 
aagai^— no  article  with  respect  to  which  a 
rediKtion  of  price  would  be  of  more  im- 
portance. But  this  1  can  with  truth 
affirm,  that  it  was  no  desire  to  protect 
great  monopolies,  which  induced  us  to  re- 
serve the  reduction  upon  sugar.  When- 
ever you  do  deal  with  that  article,  I  doubt 
whether  you  will  not  deal  with  it  in  a 
manner  which  will  be  for  the  advantage  of 
the  West  Indies,  as  well  as  for  that  of  the 
grower  of  foreign  sugar.  We  reserved  the 
article  of  sugar  partly  with  the  view  of 
using  it  as  an  instrument  fur  the  purpose 
of  effecting  reductions  in  the  import  du- 
ties payable  upon  our  produce  in  foreign 
sugar-growing  countries ;  but  much  more 
00  this  ground,  that  we  did  not  deem  it 


right  to  give  a  free  unlimiled  admisiiDii  to 
foreign  sugar,  without  any  reference  to 
the  consideration  as  to  whether  it  was  the 
produce  of  free  or  of  slave  labour.  I  aaid 
this  should  be  our  ruling  principle  when  1 
was  in  opposition ;  I  maintained  it  ImH 
Session  in  office,  and  I  still  adhere  to  h. 
Certainly  you  should,  if  it  be  la  yoir 
power,  attempt  to  make  stipulationa  in 
favour,  not  only  of  the  abolition  oi  iIm 
slave-trade,  but  for  the  modiBcatioil  of 
slavery  itself.  You  should  attempt  to  ob- 
tain conditions  with  respect  to  the  stato  of 
slavery  before  you  grant  the  indiscriminato 
reduction  of  duty.  I  expressed  this  opi- 
nion last  year  and  acted  upon  it«  and  I 
still  maintain  it ;  and  considering  the  dis- 
cussion in  which  this  country  was  lately 
involved — considering  the  position  it  haa 
maintained  with  respect  to  Anierica— oon- 
sidering  the  principles  which  it  haa  numi* 
tained  with  respect  to  France-^!  do  any, 
that  there  never  was  a  period  when  It  was 
more  important  that  this  country  shoaM 
prove  to  the  world  that  she  did  not  falax« 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  pecuniary  ad- 
vantage, those  institutions  which  she  for- 
merly maintained.  There  has  been  a  great 
disposition  to  charge  this  country  whh 
having  been  influenced  to  the  snppressioo 
of  slavery  by  the  pressure  of  mercantile 
considerations;  and  it  ceriaioiy  wooM 
abate  our  moral  influence,  if  we  did, 
lightly,  for  the  sake  of  a  free*tfado  In 
sugar,  abandon  the  opportunity  of  making 
such  a  trade  instrumental  in  ameliofatlng 
slavery  in  sugar-growing  countries.  I  say 
no  more  on  this  point.  When  I  was  asked, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Session,  what  par- 
ticular article  should  be  subjected  to  a  re- 
duction of  duty,  I  declined  to  answer,  on 
the  ground  tbat  it  was  not  fair  to  make 
such  a  selection,  and  to  inquire  into  the 
intentions  of  Government  as  to  proposed 
changes  at  the  very  opening  of  the  Sea- 
sion.  But,  at  any  rate,  we  can  see  what 
has  happened  with  regard  to  the  timber 
duties.  The  opposition  made  to  the 
change  i  proposed  in  those  duties  was, 
that  I  went  much  farther  than  her  Ma- 
jesty's late  Government,  and  that  I  was 
sacrificing  a  large  portion  of  revenae  in 
the  hope  of  reducing  the  price  of  timber. 
We  permitted  colonial  timber  to  come  in 
at  a  mere  nominal  doty,  and  we  greatly 
reduced  the  price  of  Baltic  timber.  But, 
says  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  '*  you 
have  done  nothing  for  the  consnmer.  You 
have  merely  lost  a  revenae,  withoal  to- 
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ducing  the  price  of  Umber."  Thai  is  not 
the  fact.  There  hat  been  a  great  dimi- 
DutioD  in  the  price  of  timber.  Sir,  Iqoite 
admit  that,  b  the  present  state  or  the 
country,  it  is  not  very  easy  to  detemioe 
how  far  the  reduction  in  price  is  referable 
to  the  diminished  duty  or  the  diminished 
demand ;  but  that  there  has  been  a  great 
reduction  in  the  price  of  timber  cannot  be 
doubted  for  a  moment  I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  comparative  statement  of  the 
prices  paid  for  Umber  in  the  dock-yards, 
during  the  years  1841  and  1842.  In  1841 
Ri^ea  timber  was  6L  6s.  6d»  a  load ;  in 
1842,  after  the  10th  October;  it  was 
4/«  2s.  6d.  In  the  first  year  Dantzac 
Umber  was  5/.  4«.  9d ;  in  1 842, 3/.  18s.  dd. 
In  deals  there  was  no  such  differencei  for 
the  duty  did  not  apply.  In  the  first  year 
Canadian  red  pine  was  4L  16s,  6d*i  in  the 
second,  3(.  16s.  6d.  In  the  first,  yellow 
pine  was  4/.  3s. ;  in  the  latter,  3L  Is.  In 
the  first  year,  Stockholm  timber  was 
4Z.  10s.;  in  the  latter,  3/.  Is.  Now,  so 
far  as  an  absolute  reducUon  of  price,  it 
has  unquestionably  taken  place  to  an  ex- 
tent  at  least  equivalent  to  the  abatement 
of  the  duty.  I  admit,  as  I  said  before, 
that  the  same  cauies  ma^  have  influenced 
the  depression  of  price  lo  timber  as  those 
which  operated  in  the  case  of  other  arti* 
cles*  But  says  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Cobden)  *'  you  reduce  the  price  of  timber 
when  there  are  no  factories  to  be  boili}'* 
as  if  there  was  nothing  dse  in  the  world 
but  factories.  I  don^t  undervalue  the  im* 
portance  of  factories,  but  to  say  that, 
when  bridges,  houses,  and  varions  other 
buildings  are  always  to  be  conslracted  or 
repaired,  no  advantage  is  derived  in  the 
great  rdluction  of  the  price  of  timber, 
simply  becaose  no  additional  cotton  ouUs 
are  required,  is  an  argument  which  only 
indicates  that  the  boo.  Gentleman's  no- 
tion of  commercial  prosperity  and  the 
happiness  of  the  nation  all  centm  in 
the  erection  of  cotton  mills  throughont 
the  country.  I  think  I  can  estabiisk 
the  imporunce  of  the  alteratkNi  by  the 
words  of  Mr.  Deacon  Hume,  ibr  tbetn 
was  no  one  article  to  whkb  he  aitached 
greater  importance  than  timber*  He 
said: — 

^  You  have  coal  and  iron  cheap;  make  tim- 
ber cheap  too,  and  yon  have  the  three  great 
elements  of  commercial  prosperity.'* 

And  although  factories  are  not  boSdins^ 
end  miUownem  have  not  deriiidi  nny  m« 


vantage  from  the  reduction  which  has 
lately  been  effiscted  in  the  price  of  Umber, 
yet  the  hon.  Gendeman  would  find  it  v«y 
difficult  to  convince  the  great  bulk  of  tim 
community  that   they  have  derived  no 
advantage  firom  the  diminution  in  the 
price  of  Umber.    We  come  next  to  erti- 
cles  of  human  subeistenoe.    It  it  said  we 
did  nothing  in  the  teriff  reepecting  sncb 
articles,  because,  in  mder  lo  conciliate  tM 
good  will  of  our  supporters,  we  were  afltaid 
to  toudi  them  efiectually«  Why,  we  found 
cattle  orohibited,  and  salt  meat  sutgect  to 
high  duties;  we  diminisbed  the  dntiei, 
and  we  remitted  the  probibitMNi;    But  it 
is  saki  that  not  the  slightest  benefit  ach 
crued  from  the  reduction,  or  the  abolition 
of  the  probibitioo ;  that  the  obaoge  has 
not  varied  in  the  slightest  degree  the  nrio^ 
of  meat.    If  I  retained  the  MobibMion 
and  the  high  duUes,  what  would  be  saM  f 
How  you  would  dwell  on  the  importanoe 
of  the  traffic  in  meat  and  eattlot  and 
charge  me  with  obstructing  the  oonunes- 
cial  prosperity  of  the  country*     But  I 
reduced  the  duty  on  meat  to  an  amount 
fixed  at  so  moderate  a  rate,  that  you  (the 
Opposition)didnotoUecttn  it|and  I  took 
away  the  prohUntkni  from  the  nnportation 
of  cattle,  and  now  yon  s%y  that  the  chanfs 
bas  not  been  attended  with  the  eUglitMl 
advantage— that  it  is  all  a  mockery  ttd 
delusion.    Sir,  when  that  laaguafe  is  keU 
with  iispeet  to  tkoee  artidea  off  subeiet 
ence,  it  leads  me  to  think  that  ion  gniirtty 
over-rate  the  ad? antagae  whmn  yon.  now 
say  am  to  be  derived  from  a  freoHrade  in 
com.     Why,  what  nakl  the  right  fmu 
Genlleosan  (Mr.  Baring)  tbaoiher  nii^t 
He  dki  not  any  that  we  maniiJMted  any 
deshm  tosaeiifica  the  permanent  intenels 
of  the  country  for  the  attainment  of  pelU 
tical  or  party  advantagpse.    Oa  tha  qoa* 
trary ,  the  ri|bt  hon«  QuntleflMn  pmclaimed 
diat  we  perdled  the  enistancn  it  the  Qo* 
vemnmnt  by  fesaoving  the  pranibitidn  ea 
catde,  and  that  if  it  wesa  not  for  the  Isa* 
beeranca  of  the  opposition,  wn  should 
bavn  been  left  in  a  Binovit|,  and  been 
oonipelled  tofdinqaish  the  ssum  of  powers 
WeU,  neoordmg  to  the  righi  bon.  Oem> 
tbnmn'a  wpiiesnlatMn,  we  am  entitled  tf 
oredit;  for  bow  oonid  w«  havn  pimm  n 
graater  nroof  that  wn  wem  bent  on  nw* 
sning  what  wn  beUeved  wera  for  tim  pnUia 
ndvaotaga,  than  to  stake  our  aiistoes  a# 
ft  Qevemment  on  the  ransovnl  nf  ifcla 
Muhaiitkmt    And  whM  thn  aibi  Ipao, 
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on  tbe  reductioo  of  duty,  be  oogbt  at 
lets!  to  admit  that  we  were  not  doiroat 
of  defeiriog  to  opioions  in  which  we  did 
not  partake,  or  of  sacrificing  the  public 
welfare  for  the  take  of  conciliating  oor 
topporterf.  Now,  with  respect  to  the 
Corn-laws.  I  did  certainly  retain  the 
principle  of  a  floctnating  scale.  It  was 
said,  when  I  proposed  that  oieasore,  that 
it  would  be  of  no  advantage  in  diminishing 
the  price  of  corn.  It  was  said  that  I  was 
rendering  the  eidnsion  of  foreign  com 
more  strict  by  the  addition  of  new  towns 
in  taking  the  averages.  It  was  said  too 
that  the  Bank  of  England  would  be  ex- 
hausted of  its  gold  in  consequence  of  the 
adoption  of  the  sliding-scale.  But  you 
cannot  deny  that  there  has  been  a  great 
reduction  in  the  price.  Oh,  but  it  is  now 
laid  that  it  is  entirely  owing  to  the  har- 
vest. But  you  prophesied  that  the  harvest 
would  be  an  unproductive  one.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  deter- 
mine to  what  cause  the  fall  of  price  is 
owing,  but  at  any  rate  you  cannot  deny 
that  there  has  been  a  considerable  reduc- 
tion. Now,  take  the  prices — and  you  will 
see  the  reduction  effected,  no  doubt,  by 
the  harvest  as  a  main  cause — for  the  last 
six  years.  On  the  2nd  January,  1836, 
wheat  was  59s.  per  -quarter;  in  January, 
1838,  it  was  52s.  4d.  per  quarter;  in 
January,  1839,  it  was  785.  2d.  per  quar- 
ter; in  January,  1840,  it  was  68s.  5d,  per 
quarter ;  in  January,  1841,  it  was  61s.  8d. 
per  quarter;  in  January,  1842,  it  was 
63s.  Id,  per  quarter ;  and  in  January, 
1843,  it  was  46s.  1  \d.  per  quarter.  Now, 
it  is  said  that  the  reduction  in  price  is  no 
benefit  whatever.  I  confess  that  this  is  a 
most  discouraging  statement,  when  we 
compare  such  comments  with  the  predic- 
tions indulged  in  before  any  alteration 
was  made.  Now,  if  ever  a  principle  were 
maintained  by  the  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site, it  was  that  the  high  price  of  provisions 
was  the  main  cause  of  the  depression  of 
trade,  and  of  the  diminished  consumption 
of  articles  of  manufacture,  A  pamphlet 
was  written  by  an  hon.  Gentleman,  an 
active  member  of  the  Anti-Corn-law 
League,  which  gave  the  price  of  corn  and 
other  articles  of  subsistence  for  some  years 
past,  and  in  which  it  was  contended  that 
twenty  millions  of  additional  capital  was 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  articles  of  food, 
and  withdrawn  from  the  purchase  of  ma- 
nufactures ;  and  the  great  evils  of  the 
country  were  attributed  to  the  high  prices 


of  provisions.  From  some  caaae  or 
you  have  now  a  low  price,  and  now  ^kt 
doctrine  is,  it  does  not  matter  a  bitkia^ 
what  the  price  of  provisions  ia— 4lie  pnat 
panacea  is  a  free-trade  in  com.  Wdl. 
with  respect  to  the  objections  to  tbe  aev 
towns.  1  introduced  them  to  ptcveBt 
frauds.  Some  said  I  had  a  covert  inlen* 
tion  of  increasing  protection ;  aoaie  »d 
that  1  should  diminish  the  prieet  in  the 
new  towns,  and  raise  the  doty  oo  foieigw 
com.  What  is  the  result  ?  In  tweety>- 
five  cases,  with  one  exception,  tbe  price 
in  tlie  new  towns  has  been  higher  than  m 
the  old.  Thus  I  did  take  a  doable 
security  agamst  fraud  witboat  any  io- 
crease  of  protection.  I  am  cbai]ged 
with  leaving  the  law  in  a  state  of  mcer* 
tainty — with  implying  a  secret  resene  to 
alter  the  law  next  Session.  Now  tbe  bet 
is,  a  Minister  answers  quettioot  in  bia 
place  in  Parliament  undier  great  diaad- 
vantages.  A  Minister  desirea  to  give 
every  information  that  he  can  on  poblic 
concerns  consistent  with  public  duty.  Go 
the  first  night  of  the  Session  the  qoeation 
was  addressed  to  me —"Do  you  inteod 
to  alter  the  Corn -laws  this  Session  ?** 
My  answer  was — **  I  do  not."  Then  it 
was  said  I  had  made  a  voluntary  declare* 
tion  that  I  would  not  alter  them  this 
Session,  but  that  I  had  made  a  reserve 
with  a  view  to  a  succeeding  Setsioo. 
Now,  in  these  cases,  much  depends  on 
the  animus  of  the  questioner.  Of  coarse 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  put  the  questioo 
to  me  was  specifying  the  present  Session, 
and  never  thought  of  asking  me-^o  you, 
in  the  course  of  the  next  or  of  any  future 
Session,  intend  to  propose  an  alteration  in 
the  existing  law?  When  the  qoeitioa 
was  put  to  me,  whether  1  contemplated 
any  alteration  in  the  present  Session,  1 
answered  frankly^ I  do  not.  To  ihn 
some  Gentlemen  immediately  say — See 
in  what  state  of  uncertainty  you  leave  the 
law.  You,  as  Minister,  defer  the  course 
you  mean  to  take.  You  will  do  nothing 
this  Session,  but  you  do  not  say  you  will 
abide  by  your  law.  Abide!  Sir,  I  do  not 
undertake  to  say  I  will  abide  by  any  law, 
but  I  will  say  this — I  do  not  now  contem- 
plate any  alteration  in  the  law ;  I  see 
nothing  in  the  experience  of  the  last  four 
or  five  months  to  induce  me  to  take  a  dif- 
ferent view  of  the  f|uestion  from  what  I 
did  last  Session ;  but  if  I  am  asked  whe- 
ther I  will  undertake,  whatever  may  be 
my  experience,  whatever  may  be  the  proof 
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afriid  that  at  all  times,  and  under  all 
circumttances,  goTernments  ara  liable  to 
guch  a  demand  ;  but  it  it  much  easier  to 
make  that  demand  than  to  comply  with 
it ;  but  I  think  it  rather  hard,  that  this 
charge  of  having  unsettled  every  thing 
and  settled  nothing,  should  proceed  from 
our  predecessors  in  office.    I  should  like 
to  compare  the  course  which   the  late 
Qovernment  took  in  1840  with  the  course 
I  and  my  Colleagues  took  in  1842.    Sir. 
it  is  with  unaffected  regret  that  I  enter 
into  those  party  conflicts  on  a  question 
of  this  kind.     I  wish  most  heartily  end 
sincerely,  that  the  right  hen.  Gentleman 
had  in  this  respect  followed  the  example 
of  the  noble  Lord.     I  think  these  mere 
party  topics  are  misplaced  on  a  qoestion 
of  this  kind,  and  on  an  occsaion  like  the 
present ;  but  when  party  attacks  are  made 
with  great  acrimony,  there  is  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  defend  one's  self,    In  1840 
noble  Lords  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite   were  in   posiession   of    power. 
They  now  declare  themselves  the  great, 
the  uniform,  the  consistent  advocates  of 
the  principle  of  free-trade,  and  maintain 
that  they  have  always  looked  to  the  re- 
laiation  of  commercial  restrictions  as  the 
true  foundation  of  national  prosperity,  end 
sometimes  they  charge  us  with  being  the 
servile  adherents  of  the  opposite  system, 
while  they  are  constantly  drawing  a  coo* 
trast  between  the  weak  and  inefficient 
measures  of  the  present  Government  and 
those  which  they  themselves  adopted  when 
in  possession  of  power.    I  will  not  take 
the  measures  whioh  they  attempted  to 
bring  under  our  consideratk)n  when  they 
were  in  their  last  estremity.    Every  great 
sinner,  if  yon  judge  of  him  when  his  end 
is  approaching  and  he  Is  greatly  alarmed 
for  his  existence,  when  he  makes  vowa  of 
a  better  life,  seems  a  moral  man ;  if  you 
were  to  judge  of  him  from  that  period  of 
his  life  only,  you  might  think  highly  of  hi* 
moral  qualities,  but  the  time  to  judge  of 
his  adherence  to  great  principm  ia  BOl 
when  he  is  in  the  hour  of  dying,  but  when 
he  has  strength  to  give  effect  to  his  inten- 
tions. If  as  Minister  you  had  not  strength 
to  give  effect  to  vour  principleSi  yon  might 
have  given  proofs  of  the  sincerity  of  yoor 
conviction,  by  sacriBcing  power  and  Meet 
for  the  sake  of  adhering  to  them.    I  will 
not  dwell,  therefore,  on  the  conduct  of  the 
late  Government  in  1841,   when  them 
were  significant  proofs  given  that  their 
tenure  of  power  waa  very  precariooa ;  bnt 


I  will  go  to  the  year  1840,  when  the  ii 
cations  of  approaching  dissolution  wem 
not  quite  so  clear  and  certain,  and  I  will 
oompare  the  acta  of  the  late  Government, 
in  1840,  with  the  aots  of  the  present  Go* 
vernment,  who  ara  said  to  nave  aettled 
nothing  and  unsettled  everything.  In 
1840  there  had  been  n  continuance  of 
severe  distresa^tbere  had  been  great  suf* 
fering.  That  waa  the  time  to  have  de* 
clared  to  Parliament  that  yon  looked  to 
the  removal  of  commercial  reatrictions  for 
the  restoration  of  proaperity.  You  say  we 
admit  the  exiatence  of  general  and  severe 
distress,  and  yet  we  have  done  nothing  in 
the  course  of  the  prtseot  Session  to  relieve 
it.  Why,  von  dkl  the  same  in  1840.  Go 
the  16th  of  January,  1840,  yon  put  tbaae 
words  into  the  month  of  her  Majesty  ;•«- 

**  My  Lords  and  GentlsnMn-->I  learn  with 
great  sorrow  that  the  eommeveial  eashermis 
ments  which  have  taken  place  in  this  and 
other  conntries  have  solyeoted  many  of  the 
maauftctaring  districts  to  severe  distress**— 

Words  not  very  different  from  tboen 
which  her  Majeaty  baa  made  uae  of  in  the 
speeeh  of  1843.  Now«  what  vera  tim 
great  measures  of  eommercial  relief  whidi 
you  brouffht  forward  in  1840?  Yonehnrn 
us  with  the  abandonment  of  principie  » 
not  earrying  out  onr  principlea  to  tbmr 
legitimate  extent  t  Wuit  waa  the  eonran 
yon  vounelvna  pofaned  Ui  1840t  Lodk 
at  the  oonrra  yon  tfien  l«x>li  with  ra» 
feranee  to  the  nrlicle  tm  mgu*  It  woqld 
appear  ftom  the  lanmfn  fon  now  held  at 
if  yon  bad  been  atranunf  every  nervn,  and 
makin|(  every  aaerifae,  for  the  porpoan  of 
obtaining  we  Ane  ndmiewon  of  einr. 
Tbia  waa  m  no  raraote  period*^  IML 
The  dielraM  had  then  been  of  gnat  Mrtant 
and  hmf  dnratkni.  If  von  wnra  ao  thn» 
roughly  nonvinead  of  the  truth  ^  ynnv 
priMplee,  IB40  wna  the  tiflM  lo  najwl 
them  and  to  maintnia  yonr  opiniena  nl 
any  hamd.  But  the  Into  OhanoeUor  of 
the  Bx0hei|ner  telle  ne  it  ia,  abovn  nR 
things pernmionannt  to  allow  nredoetion  of 
duty  on  aognrw^  grant  nrtide  of  eonenrap* 
tion.  Who  ever  beard  of  anob  nrftoon^ 
dnct  (nselajitied  the  Into  Cbnncellor  of 
the  Kxobeqnar)  onihtpOftBf  nOovnnN 
nent?  Bnt  what  did  yon,  the  latn  On. 
vermBent  doi  ea  to  evfar.  In  1840,  n 
year  nf  dietren»  efter  yon  had  ndmittad 

np^Or  w*^pran^^o^^^^  ^0%   wn^wv  no^^ww^^^^  Oew  n^^^n    O^HB^^^^^^ 

ty'e  Speech,  a  motion  wne  made  on  the 
anifient  of  «*  engnr,"  by  the  boo.  Member 
tH  Dnmfriea  (Mr.  Bmit)i  nml  to  tUe 
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effeet  :^»That  the  duties  on  foreig^n  sugar 
should  be  reduced  from  6'Ss.  to  35s.  per 
cwt.    There  was  an  opportunity  for  the 
vindication  of  your  principles.    There  was 
a  duty  of  63s.  existing  upon  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  sugar;  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Dumfries  proposed  to  reduce  it  to 
355.     Why  he  was  vigorously  opposed  by 
her  Majesty's  Ministers.     On  a  division, 
the  Noes  were  1 22,   and   the  Ayes  27 ; 
and  this  motion  for  the  reduction  of  the 
sugar  duties  was  negatived  by  a  majority 
of  95.     The  tellers  for  the  majority  on 
that  occasion  were  Mr.  Tuflfnell  and  Sir 
T.  Troubridge.  But  what  course  did  those 
who  now  call  for  the  importation  of  foreign 
sufjrar  take  upon   that  occasion?     Every 
one  of  the  then  Ministers  voted  against  the 
motion  of  the  hon.   Member  for  Dum- 
fries.    Nay,  more,  they   assigned  as  a 
reason  for  so  doing,  that  there  ought  to  be 
a  distinction    between    sugar,  the    pro- 
duce of  free-labour  and  sugar,  the  pro- 
duce of  slave-labour;  at  least  they  urged 
that  that  was  a  most  important  considera- 
tion.   True,  they  said,  coffee  and  other 
articles  are  the  produce  of  slave-labour; 
but  there  is  a  material  distinction  between 
the  two  articles,  and  we  will  not  admit 
foreign  slave-made  sugar.  The  late  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  who  is  now  for 
settling  the  trade,  rejected  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Dumfries'  motion  in  1840,  though 
distress  was  pressing  and  severe,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  used  all  the  influ- 
ence of  Government  against  it.     As  far  as 
language  and  argument  can  be  depended 
upon,   the  speculators  in  sugar  were   at 
that   moment  led   to  suppose    that    the 
duties  would  be   maintained.     In   1841, 
however,   when  the  pressure    upon   the 
Government    became    very  great,    they 
themselves  proposed  a  reduction  of  the 
duties  on  sugar,  and  charged  their  adver- 
saries with  indifference  to  the  suiTerings  of 
the  people,  because  they  would  persist  in 
voting  in  1841  as  they  had  voted  in  1840. 
Was  that  the  way  to  settle  trtde?     Was 
that  the  way  to  give  confidence  to  colonial 
proprietors  and  merchants  who  trade  in 
foreign  sugar?— to    resist   in    1840,    on 
grounds,  which  I  admit,  were  not  stated 
as  permanent,  but  on   grounds  infinitely 
more  uncertain   than    anything   which  I 
have  said    respecting    the    Corn-law—a 
proposition  for  reducing  the  sugar  duties, 
and  then,  in  1841,  to  propose  to  reduce 
ihem  yourselves  ?     Do  I  complain  of  you 
for  proposing  that  reduction  '     Do  1  deny 


you  the  right,  if  your  views  altered,  uid 
you  saw  reason  to  propose  a  change,  to 
make  it  ?    No,  I  do  not ;  but  I  do  think 
that  you  ought  to  have  some  little  toler* 
ation,  and  exercise  some  charity,  before 
you  make  indiscriminate  and  acrimonioaa 
attacks  upon  your  political  opponents, 
much  less  obnoxious  to  them  than  jonr- 
selves  ?    Well,  but  the  Corn-laws.     Yon 
charge  us  with  causing  uncertainty  about 
the  Corn- law.     Who  would  not  snppoie, 
from  the  tenour  of  this  debate,  and  the 
charges  made  against  me,  that  hon.  Gentle- 
men were  actually  martyrs  to  the  cause  of 
Corn-law  repeal.    To  hear  them  talk,  any 
one  would  believe  that  they  had,  during 
the  last  seven  or  eight  years,  been  advo- 
cating an  alteration  of  the  Corn-laws,  as 
the  one  great  panacea  for  the  national 
distress.    The  question  of  the  Corn-laws 
was  brought  forward  in  the  House  of  Lords 
in  1840.     Uncertainty  about  the  Com- 
laws !    Does  it  add  to  certainty,  to  make 
the  Corn-laws  an  open  question  ?  Does  it 
add  to  certainty  to  have  no  opinion,  as  a 
Government,  on  the  subject?  This  is  a 
question  to  which  you  profess  to  attaeh 
great  importance.     You  say  that  it  ooght 
to  be  settled,  in  order  that  the  public  mind 
may  be  relieved,  and   the  agricoltnrists 
know  to  what  extent  they  may  invest  their 
capital :  that  a  man  who  takes  a  lease  of 
a  farm  for  nineteen  or  twenty«one  yean 
may  know  what  he  has  to  depend  opon. 
Is  it  consistent  with  such  language  as  this, 
that  during  five  or  six  years  you  permitted 
the  Corn-laws  to  be  an  open  question. 
The  question  of  the  Corn-laws  was  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House  of 
Lords  by  Earl  FitzwiUiam  in  1840,  end 
one  Member  of  the  Government  voted  for 
the  noble   Earl's   motion.    The  Earl  of 
Clarendon  upon  that  occasion  said  :— 

''  It  would  be  untrue  were  be  to  say  that  be 
had  any  hope  or  expecUtion  that  Uieir  LonI-  . 
ships  would  agree  to  the  noble  Earl's  motion,  * 
but  he  should  still  deeply  regret  a  cootniry  de- 
cision, because  negativing  the  resolution  wogid 
affirm  that  the  present  law  required  no  change, 
and,  therefore,  admitted  ot  no  considera- 
tion." 

There  was  the  dictum  of  one  of  the  Mi- 
nisters—he would  be  sorry  to  see  the  re- 
solution negatived,  because  that  would 
imply  there  was  to  be  no  change  in  the 
existing  law !  Well,  but  the  head  of  the 
(lovernment  and  the  organ  of  the  Govern- 
ment— he  who  spoke  the  collective  opinion 
of  the  Cabinet  on  such  a  great  qucstioo. 
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also  addressed  the  Home,  and  beU  tbif 
language  :— 

"  iDdeed,  upoD  Ibe  raolion  ilMlf,  u  pre- 
sented to  the  llouse  by  his  noble  Friend,  ha 
had  veij  little  difficuUjr.  For  the  noble  Earl 
proposed,  that  '  it  was  eipedienl  to  enter  into 
an  inquiry  upon  this  suhjecL'  Non,  he  (Lord 
Melbourne!)  was  distinctly  of  opinion,  Hkti  it 

Here  is  a  mode  of  g:iTing  confidence  to 
the  agriculturists,  and  letting  the  men  who 
lake  leases  linow  what  they  hare  to  de- 
pend upon.  To  think,  after  tbii,  of  my 
being  condemned  becanse  1  do  not  think 
it  quite  wise  to  pledge  myielf  foi  ever  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  exiating  law. 
Lord  Melbourne  went  on  to  lay  : — 

■*  Vet  lie  would  guard  himself  against  being 
supposed  to  pledge  himself  to  maintain  the 
existing  duties.  He  had  ne«r  lo  pledged 
himself,  nor  did  he  mean  lo  do  so.  liiis  wa« 
no  queilioD  of  stubborn  principle  from  which 
be  could  safely  pledge  himself  not  to  swerve ; 
for  considerations  of  various  kinds  of  economj 
or  of  policy  might  arise,  not  only  to  justify, 
but  to  render  necessary  the  adoption  of  a  diC- 
fereul  (bourse.  Yet,  under  present  circum- 
stances, he  did  not  think  it  wise  for  Pariia. 
ment  lo  stir  the  question,  as  they  would  stir 
it,  if  they   adopted  the  motion  of  his  noble 

And  then,  in  order,  perhapi,  to  gi*e 
confidence  to  the  aKi'culturiaU,  and  to 
assure  them  that  his  Government  contein- 

Ctated  no  change  in  the  Cora-law,  Lord 
lelbourne  pounced  upon  a  declaration 
made  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  quoted  it 
in  this  manner : — 

"  lie  could  not  ditmiss  from  his  mind  the 
apprehension  thai  it  was  unwise  to  n\j  en- 
tirely for  the  maintenance  of  a  great  porlion  ol 
the  population  upon  a  foreign  supply.  In  that 
opinion  he  had  ilie  support  of  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
llie  United  Stales,  with  a  great  and  yearly  in- 
creasing populntion,  with  almost  an  unlimited 
amount  of  land  which  yet  remained  to  be 
brought  into  cuUivation,  might  be  supposed 
to  be  in  less  danger  than  any  olher  nation  in 
the  world  ;  but  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  of  opinion, 
thai  it  would  be  unwise  to  rely  upon  a  foreign 
supply  of  food  for  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates.  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  a  sensible  man, 
his  opinion  was  entitled  lo  great  consideration ; 
but  this  was  not  his  opinion  alone,  bat  that  of 
a  great  portion  of  the  people  of  that  BoaritlK 
ing  nation.  Air.  Van  Buren  was  a  great  ma- 
gistrate, and  be  (Lord  Melbourne)  entertained 
the  greatest  respect  both  for  him  aitd  for  the 
people  over  whom  he  presided  ;  and  he  wu 
Justified  in  believing,  ttiat  he  would  not  havt 
expressed  such  an  opinion,  if  it  had  not  agreed 
with  the  opinions  of  a  great  portion  of  tbr 
people  of  Ibe  United  iitales." 
VOL.  LXVI.    {£2> 
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Id  tbe  ferf  next  year  ttfut  Lord  Hd- 
bouras  had  tbui  eipreued  himtelf,  hii  Qo> 
ifeniment  propoaed  a  fixed  dnty  upon  fl>e 
inportilion  of  com,  and  now  anembarof 
that  Goverament,  the  late  Chanocllor  of 
the  Exchequer  loads  me  with  Titoperaiioii 
for  the  conduct  I  have  panned  vith  ra- 
ipect  to  the  angar  dutiet  and  the  Cora- 
Bw>,  Will  he  allow  me  to  aik  bim,  who 
held  tbe  office  of  Chancellor  of  tha  Exche- 
qaer  under  Lord  Heibouroe,  how,  with  tbe 
opinion!  he  now  profeues  on  Com-lawa, 
he  could  reconcile  it  to  bia  eonicience  to 
sit  quiet  while  the  organ  of  tbe  Qoreni-i 
ment,  tbe  Firtt  Lord  of  tbe  Treanry,  ex- 
prested  opinione  on  thet  ant^ect  fitoa 
which  be  io  entirely  diiaented  ?  What  did 
the  right  hon,  OentTeman  faimaelf  propoae f 
Did  he  piopoie  any  meaaurea  of  aound 
commercial  policy  in  (be  year  1840,  I 
ask  the  Hooie  and  tbe  conntry  to  coa- 
[lare  what  tbe  late  Chancellor  of  the  Ex. 
chequer  did  with  my  tariff?  The  way  in 
which  the  right  hon.  Gendeman  propond 
CO  lupply  the  deficiency  in  tha  KvenK 
wai  by  iucreaaing  tbe  cnatoma  and  exeiw 
dutie*  including  tbe  duty  on  all  uttdea  of 
raw  produce  6  per  cent.,  and  by  inoeariw 
the  auBMed  taxea  10  per  cent.  Thet  u 
the  coutraat  between  the  financial  met- 
snrea  of  1840  and  1842.  Tbe  right  hon. 
Qenlleman  adraoced  the  duly  on  everj 
artiide  of  raw  prodoce,  tbe  eleotatta  w 
be  inc 


incKaaed  th«  dnty  oi 
wool  and  nw  cotton;  and  now  be  ia  thMnu 
who  aocoMB  ne  of  hanng  aettkd  aotUif 
and  nnaettled  evarything.  Tha  r^  boo. 
Qentlenan  apfwaia  to  ihmk  that  then  it 
nothing  in  the  motion  of  a  party  dtaiacter, 
and  th^  if  carried,  tbe  GoVemnent  m^it 
would  gJTo  eSect  to  iL  Sarriy  the  nptt 
hon.  Gentlanaa  mnsi  knowpemetly  wdl 
not  only  that  thaancceieof^aiich  a  ■»• 
(ion  would  panlrie  the  fonctiona  of  Oo* 
Temment;  bat  tnat,  if  it  were  to  paw, 
DO  Oaramment,  wludi  had  a  proper  aeos 
of  what  was  due  to  the  boaonr  ofonbUe 
men,  of  what  wm  due  to  tha  walnre  of 
the  ooantry,  aoald  carry  on  the  pnUie 
»Bait%  after  bdi^  aut^ected  to  ■nofa  an 
implied  cenanre  on  tbe  part  of  ihia  Bome. 
The  ittcceee  of  tha  motion  would  bk  an 
implied  cenanre  on  the  Gomrameot.  Toa 
have  not  allowed  the  Gevemnant  the 
uanal  period  for  bringing  farward  ila 
meaaurea.  Wa  never  dnira  yon  tiaa  to 
brii^  foTwaid  tha-  oeaaaiet  yoa  might 
conaidar  nantwary :  but  yon  woald  aapar- 
aade  OB  ia  the  fooctiou  or  iha  Goikbmk 
SF 
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by  calling  upon  the  House  within  a  fort- 
night of  the  commencement  of  the  Ses- 
sion to  take  our   functions  out  of   our 
hands.     You  ask  what  we  have  done  for 
the  purpose  of  relieving  the  distress  of 
the  country.     We  have  done  other  things 
or,  at  least,  attempted  to  do  other  things 
than  the  reduction  of  the  Custom's  duties. 
We  have  been  in  office  now,  \  think,  about 
fifteen  or  sixteen  months,  and  I  think  we 
have  a  right  to  look  back  upon  what  has 
been  effected  during  that  period  without 
any  sense  of  shame.     We  have  been  suc- 
cessful in    terminating  two   wars.      The 
noble  Lord  seems  to  deny  it.     Whenever 
the  noble  l^ord  pleases  to  claim  exclusive 
credit  to  himself  for  terminating  the  Chi- 
nese war,  and  to  take  that  credit  from  the 
present  Government,  then  I  tell  the  noble 
Lord  I  shall  be  perfectly  prepared  to  meet 
him  on  that  point,  and  I  will  voluntarily 
supply  him  with  any  information  he  may 
require,  and  which  it  is  in  my  power  to 
give.     However,  if  it  be  not  owing  to  the 
wisdom  of  our  measures,  at  least  the  noble 
Lord  will  not  deny  that  we  have  had  the 
good  fortune  to  bring  to  a  successful  ter- 
mination two  wars,  which  were  absorbing 
the  capital  of  this  country  in  unproduc- 
tive labour,  and  striking,  as  all  wars  must, 
a  double  blow,  by  consuming  the  resources 
both    of  this  country  and  of  that   with 
which  we  might  be  carrying  on  a  commer- 
cial intercourse.     Sir,  we  hope  to  effect  a 
reduction  in  the  estimates  of  the  present 
year.     We  trust  we  shall  be  enabled  to 
do  this,  and  although  the  termination  of 
these  wars  has  not  been  so  distant  as  to 
enable  us  to  make  all  the  reductions  which 
ultimately    Parliament   may   expect,    we 
hope  we  shall  be  enabled,  in  the  course 
of  this  Session,  to  present  estimates  in 
the  three  great  branches  of  the  public  ser- 
vice— the    naval,    military,    and    civil — 
showing  a  reduction  of  850,000/.     Thus 
we  are  at  least  beginning  the  process  of 
reducing  the  estimates.     For  the  last  four 
or  five  years  there  has  been  a  constant 
and  progressive  increase  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  country,  and  a  decrease  in  the 
revenue ;  and  in  the  present  Session  we 
shall,  I  trust,  at  least  commence  an  altera- 
tion which  will  I  hop<;  lead  to  a  continued 
series  of  rlirninislit  d  estimates.     Wc  have 
been  enabled  to  reduce  the  military  force 
in  Ojnada  between  .'),000  and  4,0i)()  nic-n ; 
we  have  attempted  to  o\>ei\  Britinh  maikets 
tuculuiiial  produce  ;  toijiminish  the  duties 
on  colonial  pmduce  in  every  case  wliire 


it  entered  into  competition  with  oor  ovtt, 
and  thus  to  make  some  advance  towwds 
treating  the  colonies  as  an  integral  {MHtI  of 
the  empire.      Sir,  we  have  laboored  to 
effect,  and  I  trust  we  have  laboured  sue* 
cessfully,  to  effect  an  adjustment  of  thoM 
differences  with  the  United  States,  whieh 
had  been  for  forty  years  in  existence,  dif- 
ferences which  had  only  been  exasperated 
by  delay,  and  which  differences  were  the 
main  causes  for  apprehending  a  distarb- 
ance  of  the   relations   between  the   two 
countries.     We  tried  to  soothe  those  dif- 
ferences without  any  compromise  of  Bri- 
tish honour.     Sir,  we  also  tried  to  soolbe 
that   unfortunate   feeling  of  hostility  to- 
wards England,   which   it  has  beefi  aiy 
regret  to  perceive  has  existed  in  some  part 
of   the  French  nation.     We  are  noi  re- 
sponsible for  the  origin  of  that  hostilityt 
which  has  exhibiieil  itself  in  various  sta* 
tiohs  of  life,  and  amongst  different  citesei. 
But,    Sir,  at  the  same  time  that  thai 
feeling  certainly  exists,  as  I  have  stated,  it 
is  a  remarkable  spectacle  for  the  civilised 
world  that  the  two  men  who  hold  coospU 
cuous    offices  —  the     most    conspteuoos 
offices  in  the  governments  of  their  respec- 
tive countries— are  two  men  the  most  dis« 
tinguished  in  each  for  their  militaryachieve- 
ments  and   their  military  fame.     Those 
men  have  practised  the  art,  and  they  have 
learned  also  the  miseries  of  war  in  tlie 
fields  of  Toulouse  and  of  Waterloo.    Tbej 
have  stood  opposed  to  each  other  io  the 
field  of  batth 


"  Stetirous  tela  aspera  contra 

Contulimusque  manus.*' 

And   it  is  a  remarkable  thing  to 

those  men  the  best  judges  of  the  sacrifices 

which  war  imposes  upon  nations,  are  now 

exerting  all   their  influence  in   the  two 

countries  to  inculcate  lessons  of  peace.    It 

is  a  glorious  occupation  for  their  dsclinieg 

years.    The  life  of  each  has  been  pre* 

traded  beyond  the  ordinary  term  of  human 

existence,   and  may  God  grant  that  the 

lives  of  both  may  be  long  preservedp  that 

they  may  each,  in  his  own  land,  eihort 

their  countrymen  to  lay  aside  all  nationul 

animosilirs,  and  enter  into  a  more  glorious 

and  honoiirahlc  rompetitinn  for  incressinc 

;  the  amount  of  human  happiness.     And 

I  Sir,    when    I  compare   the   conduct  and 

'  example  of  thcM*  men,  who  have  seen  the 

;  niniiiini:  sur»  :iri<e   upon   living   masses  of 

fiery  i\.iitii»t4.  mo  m.iny  iif  whimi  were  Io 

I  he  laid  Utw    in  tlir  gr.ive  before  thai  sen 
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should  get — when  I  see  them  teaching 
lessons  of  peace,  and  using  their  salutary 
influence  to  discourage  their  ooontrytneo 
from  war;  when  I  contrast  their  object 
with  that  of  anonymous  and  irresponsible 
writers  in  the  public  journalsi  who  are 
doing  all  they  can  to  exasperate  the  dif- 
ferences that  have  pretailed,  who  misre- 
present  every  action  of  two  Governments 
desirous  of  cultivating  peace ;  who  repre- 
sent in  France  that  the  minister  of  France 
is  the  tool  of  England,  and  in  England 
that  the  Ministers  of  England  are  sacri* 
Being  the  honour  of  England  to  a  fear  of 
France,  I  do  trust  that  the  example  of 
these  two  illustrious  warriors  will  neutralise 
efforts  such  as  those  to  which  I  have 
referred,  efforts  not  directed  bv  seal  for 
national  honour,  but  employea  for  the 
base  purposes  of  encouraging  national 
animosity  or  promoting  personal  or  party 
interest.  Sir,  we  have  effected  these 
things,  but  do  I  plead  that  as  any  reason 
why  the  House  should  reject  the  motion 
before  it.  If  you  really  believe  that  it 
will  contribute  to  diminish  permanently  the 
distrcM,  or  to  relieve  the  difficulties  of  the 
country,  do  I  say  that  any  regard  for  what 
the  Minister  may  have  done,  should  be  an 
obetmotion  to  its  success  ?  No.  I  admit 
it  ought  not.  You  may  approve  of  oar 
foreign  policy,  you  may  think  that  we 
have  laid  the  foundations  of  peaoe,  too 
may  bear  with  satisfiMstion  that  the  pttblio 
expenditure  will  be  reduced}  yoo  may 
hope  that  all  differences  with  the  United 
States  may  not  be  adjusted,  yet,  that  the 
principal  causes  of  apprehension  have  been 
satisfactorily  and  honourably  arranged; 
but  still  while  you  feel  disposed  to  ac- 
knowledge these  services,  and  to  approve 
that  conduct;  if  you  believe  that  the 
adoption  of  this  motion  will  have  the  effect 
of  relieving  the  public  distress,  let  no 
consideration — I  say  it  with  perfect  ain* 
cerity  to  this  side  of  the  House,  and  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  say  so  to  the  other- 
lot  no  consideration  of  party,  no  attach- 
ment to  persons,  no  predilectiona  in  favour 
of  particnlar  men,  interfere  one  instant, 
with  a  vote  which  you  conscientionsly  be- 
lieve calculated  to  diminish  distress,  to  lea- 
sen  privation,  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the 
commercial  prosperity  and  permanent  wel- 
fare of  the  State. 

Lord  J.  RusseU:  I  can  aasare  the 
House,  that  if  1  had  the  diapoeition  Co 
address  it  at  any  length  at  this,  the  cloaa 
of  the  debate,  an  impediment  would  pit- 


sent  itielf  in  the  fact,  that  from  the  state  of 
my  health  I  am  quite  unable.  I  trust, 
however,  that  I  may  briefly  address  myself 
to  a  very  few  points  before  the  discussion 
is  brought  to  a  termination.  Bot  be- 
fore 1  do  so,  I  feel  myself  compelled,  by  a 
sense  of  justice,  to  refer  to  what  passed 
at  the  commencement  of  the  right  hon« 
Baronet's  speech.  If  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Cobden) 
were  generally  capable  of  the  aame  con- 
struotibn  as  that  which  appears  to  have 
been  put  upon  it  on  the  Ministerial  side  of 
the  House,  there  can  be  no  doobt  iJiat  the 
same  feeling  of  indignation  would  be  felt 
at  expressions  so  onworthT  of  a  Member 
of  this  Hoase,  and  so  calculated  to  call 
forth  a  feeling  of  reprobation.  But  I 
am  sure  that,  for  my  own  part,  and  I 
believe  I  can  answer  for  most  of  tboae 
who  sat  around  me,  that  the  same  sense 
was  not  attached  to  the  hon«  Member  for 
Stockport's  words  as  has  been  attached  to 
them  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  and  the 
Gentlemen  opposite.  For  althoiqph  the 
hon.  Gentleman  did  use  the  words  *'  in- 
divkiual  rseponaibility/'  I  coneeive  that 
he  employed  them,  not  personally  and 
exclusively  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in 
his  individaal  character--but  as  a|qplyiog 
to  hla  responsibility  ae  a  Miniater  or  the 
Crown,  and,  above  all,  lo  the  raaponaibility 
whieb  bdonga  to  one  who,  like  the  rigbt 
hon.  Baroaeti  hita  taken  the  leadinf  perl 
in  bnaging  forward  the  chief  meaaaiee  at 
the  OovemaMni  of  wkidi  ke  k  the  beedt 
With  reapeet  to  the  motion,  which  baa 
been  the  aobject  of  diseosakNi  for  the  paat 
week,  I  entirely  ooooar  in  what  tfae  r»bt 
hon.  Baronet  atated  at  the  end  of  nia 
speech,  and  whkihl  wish  bad  been  gene- 
rally the  feeling  of  tboae  who  ait  oo  kja 
aide  of  the  Hoine  daring  the  debete; 
that  although  a  reaolotion  of  the  tioaae, 
that  it  woaid  enter  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  Home  to  consider  of  the  distreas 
of  the  country,  aught  be  nnderstood  te 
imply  that  the  Mbbters  ot  the  Ciown  bad 
negtecled  their  doty,  in  not  Mopoaiof 
oseasorea  of  relief,  yet  that  if  tbe  Honae 
is  convinced  that  the  adoption  of  the  pio- 
position  for  ffoiag  into  committee  woaU 
lead  to  the  discovery  of  leaediea  for  tim 
distress,  it  is  itt  boaaden  doty  to  miopt 
that  coiirsef  I  therefoie  cannot  nn^- 
aCand  why  so  grnU  a  part  of  the  ddbala 
haa  been  oecupied  by  party  aftaeka 
of  one  kind  or  another.  If  it  akoaM 
appear  that  the  Boaae  can  fnd  a  nmeil^ 
9lf% 
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for  the  national  distress  by  going  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  it  is  most 
imperatively  the  duty  of  the  House  to  do 
80,  even  thougli  it  should  imply  a  censure 
upon  the  Minister  of  the  Crown.     If  the 
motion  has  no  such  object ;  if  it  be  a  vague, 
unsubstantial,  futile  motion,  then  it  is  un- 
necessary to  urge  that, besides  being  unsub- 
stantial, vague,  and  futile,  it  would  have  the 
effect  of  implying  a  want  of  confidence  in 
the  Ministry.  Therefore  I  do  not  know  why 
this  spirit  of  party  discussion — has  been  in> 
troduced  into  the  debate — a  spirit  which, 
as  the  right  hon.  Baronet  has  justly  said, 
when  once  introduced,  must  be  met  and 
combatted,  but  which,  as  I  understood, 
was  first  infused  into  the  debate  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  was  certainly 
followed  up  and  continued  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  of  State.   The 
object  of  this  motion,  as  I  conceive  it  to 
be  intended  by  my  noble  Friend  (Viscount 
Howick),  is  to  propose,  in  respect  to  cer- 
tain other  articles  of  trade,  the  adoption 
of  measures  founded  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciples as  those  which  weiclaid  down  when 
alterations    were    proposed   and    carried 
last  year.  Now  that  object  could  not  be 
affected   without    great    public   inconve- 
nience, unless  the  Minister  of  the  Crown 
were  to  bring  them  forward  and  adopt  them. 
But  I  see  no  reason  why,  if  we  were  to 
go  into  a  committee  of  the  House,  re. 
solutions  might  not  be  adopted  either  in 
the  shape  of  addresses  to  the  Crown,  or 
simply  as  resolutions  in  conformity  with 
which  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  might 
feel  it  their  duty  to  act,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  retain  their  situations.     I  think, 
therefore,  that  the  motion  of  my  nol)le 
Friend  is  in  that  sense  perfectly  Parlia- 
mentary, perfectly  justifiable,  and  perfectly 
consistent  with  constitutional  principl(*s. 
Then  we  are  told  in  respect  to  this  mo- 
tion, us  I  have  heard  with  regard  to  many 
others,  that  it    is  ill-chosen   in  point  of 
time.     I   remember   seeing  some   letters 
supposed  to  have  been  written  by  a  (Chi- 
nese mandarin  in  l/)ndon,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  the  customs   of  this  country — 
letters  really  written  by  a  gentleman  of 
well-known   literary    talent — Mr.   Walter 
Savage  Landor — in   which   the  supposed 
writer  says,  It   is   cpiite  remarkable  how 
superstitious  the   people  of   Kngland  art> 
about  time.     You  constantly  find  in  thoir 
grave  und  suh*nin  Houses  of  Parliament,  n 
learned  Bishop,  or  a  great  statesman,  rise 


and  say,  no  doubt  this  may  be  an  excel- 
lent measure ;  no  doubt  at  some  period  it 
will  be  fit  to  adopt  it ;  but  then  this  it  not 
the    time.     This  is   very  singular;   and 
sometimes    they   will  go  on  for   ten  or 
fifteen  years,  all  agreeing  in  the  general 
principles  of  a  measure,  but  never  being 
fortunate  enough  to  come  to  the  auspicious 
moment  at  which  the  measure  conld  be 
carried  into  effect.    I  think  that  thisobser* 
vation  of  the  fictitious  mandarin  applies  to 
the  way  in  which  the  present  motion  bM 
been  treated.     As  far  as  sympathy  for  the 
distress  isconcerned,  we  are  all  agreed  upon 
that.    As  far  as  the  present  principles  of 
free-trade  are  concerned,  we  are  all  agreed 
upon  them.     All  men  of  common  sense 
agree   upon   these   points.     To  be  sore 
there  has  been  some  difference  of  opinion 
expressed  with  respect  to  them  to-nigbt 
by  a  Gentleman  of  considerable  ability, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Whitehaven   (Mr. 
Attwood);    but   generally  speaking,  we 
are  agreed  both  in  sympathy,  and  in  prin- 
ciple.    And  yet  feeling  that  sympathy, 
and  entertaining  those  principles,  we  do 
not  agree  that  it  is  fit  at  this  time  to 
make  our  sympathy  useful,  or  to  carry 
our  principles  out  to  some  practical  end. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Robert  Peel) 
has  alluded  to  various  measures  which  be 
has  proposed.     Now,  I  take  leave  with 
respect  to  this  very  question  of  time,  to 
mention  one   difference  that  exists  be- 
tween the  right  hon.  Baronet  and  myself, 
it  is  this,  that  in  one  respect  I  have  had 
the  good  fortune  to  precede  him  in  point 
of  time.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  has 
said,  that  you  cannot  well  be  sure  that  fo- 
reign nations  would  adopt   your  princi- 
ples—that  if  you   placed   your  laws  in 
respect  to  corn  and  sugar  on  the  most 
liberal  basis,  you  would  still  have  no  cer- 
tainty that  foreign    nations  would  follow 
your  example.     Why,  in  1841   (I  own  it 
I  was  not  in   1840.  the  year  to  which  the 
right  hon.    Baronet   has  so  particularly 
in^ferred)— but  in   1841,   1   stated  that  I 
hoped   that    this  country   would   set   an 
example  on  tiie  question  of  freedom   of 
trade— that  1  was  quite  sure  that  if  she 
dill  so,  the  example  would  have  a  bene- 
ficial efiect,  but  that  I  was  still  more  cer* 
tain,  thai  if  she  did  not  do  so,  foreign  na- 
tions would  be  ready  to  adopt  our  system 
of  restriction,  and   to  fortify   themselves 
by  our  example.     Following  my  eianple 
in   ]84v.\   the  right  hon.  Baronet,  at  the 
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close  of  the  speech  in  which  he  explained 
the  policy  he  proposed  to  pursue,  said 
that  we  ought  to  hold  out  a  great  example 
to  foreign  nations.  Why,  at  the  very  time 
that  he  made  that  speech,  foreign  nations 
were  already  considering  of  new  plans 
upon  the  restrictive  system  ;  and  we  find 
accordingly,  that  before  the  close  of  the 
year,  five  or  six  hostile  tariffs  had  been 
passed  upon  the  very  principles  which  the 
right  bon.  Baronet,  being  then  in  Oppo- 
sition, had  countenanced  in  1841.  I  think 
that  this  is  a  reason  why,  in  the  first  place, 
we  should  lose  no  further  time ;  and  a 
reason,  in  the  second  place,  why  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  should  proceed  as  speedily 
as  possible  in  declaring  the  principles 
upon  which  he  means  to  act.  In  1841, 
it  was  generally  understood,  that  he  was 
in  favour  of  the  restrictive  system :  foreign 
nations,  and  a  great  portion  of  the  people 
of  this  country  supposed,  at  the  time  of 
the  general  election,  that  the  right  bon. 
Baronet  was  in  favour  of  high  protective 
and  prohibitory  duties.  That  was  the 
general  supposition  in  1841,  and  it  has 
been,  in  consequence  of  that  supposition, 
that  a  great  many  of  the  evils  of  which  we 
now  complain  have  sprung  op.  It  has 
been  in  consequence  of  that  supposition, 
that  many  foreign  nations  have  adopted 
restrictive  tariffs,  which  it  would  now  be 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  correct.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  says,  that  he  made  a 
great  many  changes  in  the  tariff  of  last 
year.  1  am  quite  ready  to  admit  that  he 
did  make  a  great  many  changes ;  but  is  it 
not  quite  obvious,  that  whilst  he  leaves  the 
two  great  questions  of  sugar  and  com  as 
exceptions  to  the  principle  which  he  other- 
wise generally  adopts,  foreign  nations  will 
not  believe  that  he  is  sincere  in  the  liberal 
views  which  he  professes?  It  would,  no 
doubt,  be  very  desirable  to  have  a  freer 
access  to  the  trade  of  the  United  States, 
by  procuring  a  relaxation  of  their  restric- 
tive duties  upon  the  import  of  British 
manufactured  goods ;  but  the  moment 
that  you  propose  to  treat  with  them  upon 
the  subject,  the  first  question  that  they 
asked  would  be  "  Upon  what  tenns^  wiu 
you  admit  our  corn  and  flour?"  The 
same  with  respect  to  the  Brazils.  It 
would  be  very  desirable  to  extend  oar 
trade  in  that  quarter;  but  the  momeot 
that  we  made  overtures  to  them  for  a  re- 
laxation of  their  restrictive  daUes,  .would 
not  their  first  question  be,  **  ^^J^  ^^ 
terms  will  you  admit  our  sugar  r    If  |oo 


tell  the  United  States  that  you  care  so 
much  for  the  independence  of  this  country^ 
that  you  cannot  take  their  corn;  and 
if  you  tell  the  Brazils  that  you  care  so 
much  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade 
that  you  cannot  take  their  sugar,  may  they 
not  answer  you  with  perfect  fairness  and 
consistency,  *^  We  are  anxious  for  the 
adoption  of  the  principles  which  you  pro- 
fess— we  are  desirous  of  extending  our 
trade ;  but  if  you  tell  us  that  you  will  not 
admit  our  com  and  sugar,  yon  must  alloir 
us  to  make  exceptions  on  our  side,  and 
refuse  to  take  your  manufactured  cotton.** 
Therefore,  making  these  two  great  ex- 
ceptions,  leaving  out  these  two  great 
articles  from  your  amended  tariff,  you 
do  in  fact  debar  yourselves  from  making 
any  of  those  arrangements  which  foreign 
countries  know  yob  wish  to  accomplish. 
There  are  many  of  these  minor  articles  of 
manufacture  to  which  I  cannot  now  refer, 
with  respect  to  which  I  thought  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  dealt  too  harshly  and  sad* 
denly.  For  instance,  in  the  case  of  the 
corkcatters,  I  think  that  if  the  right  hon. 
Baronet's  first  intention  had  been  adopted^ 
that  branch  of  manufacture  in  this  coon« 
try  would  have  been  completely  rained. 
The  same  remark  applies  to  many  other 
articles,  the  manufecture  of  which  would 
have  been  totally  destroyed  if  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  not  modified  the  harsh- 
ness of  his  first  proposition.  With  respect 
to  the  South  Sea  whalf  fishery,  although 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  undoubtedly 
right  in  his  principle,  it  was  yet  to  be  con- 
sidered that  the  ships  employed  in  the 
fishery  generally  took  from  three  to  four 
years  before  they  completed  their  Toyase. 
I  say,  then,  that  this  mterest  presented  a 
case  for  the  exercise  of  that  caution  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  practised  in 
reference  to  matters  of  greater  importance, 
and  that  whilst  he  exhibited  something  of 
over  pradenoe  in  reference  to  two  or  three 
great  interests,  he  displayed  a  very  great 
disregard  for  many  smaller  and  less  power- 
ful interests  in  the  adoption  and  applicatioa 
of  his  principles  of  free-trade.  I  was  not 
opposed  lo  his  change  in  the  duties  on 
whale  and  spermaceti  oil,  except  so  far  as 
that  of  giving  a  single  year  more  to  af- 
ford those  ships  time  to  come  home,  and  lo 
allow  the  seamen  to  obtain  the  profits  they 
expected  on  the  fisith  of  the  law.  llien, 
said  the  rq;ht  boo.  Oentleman,  *'I  did  in 
fact  deal  with  great  iodalmcJB  with  those 
Uttk  iBtMMtSt  Md  yoa  im  sou  thtt,  wiOi 
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respect  to  the  tariff  on  cattle,  I  made  a 
great  alteralioD/'    Now  that  tikewue  is  lu 
be  taken  with  another  siatement  which  the 
ri^t  boo.  Baronet  made.     He  suced  to 
all  the  free-traders  in  the  Hoose,  **  I  am 
going  at  once  to  take  off  the  probibitorif 
duties  upon  foreigo  cattle,  and  to  adofji 
the  importa;ion  of  foreign  cattle  upon  the 
principle  of  a  fised  duij,"     But  iromedi- 
atelj  this  annoaocemeot  was   made,  ibe 
agricultural  interest  became  alarmed,  upuu 
which   the   right  hoo.  Gentlem«n  turned 
round   ufion  them   and   said,    '*  Do  not 
entertain   any  fear,    for   the   quantity  of 
cattle  that  will  be  imported  will  be  quite 
trifling.**   And  thus  the  question  was  con- 
stant I  j  argued.     If  any  person  wished  to 
show  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  in 
favour  of  free-tiade,    he   pointed  to  the 
tariff;  but  if  any  one  complained  that  the 
right   hon.    Bart  net   had    adopt eti    free- 
trade  principles,  then  we   hear   that  the 
President  of  the   Board  of   Trade,   has 
said,   io   .-mother  place,    **  Oh,    no  such 
thing;  only  315  pigs    have   been    intro- 
duced, and  furely  you  are  not  afraid  of 
^15  pigs."    Therefore,  to  use  a  metaphor 
which   I  have   heard   used   before,  when 
you  are  praijiing  the  right  hon.   Baronet 
for  advocating  free- trade  principles  with 
respect  to  certain  articles,  you  place  the 
pea  under  one    thimble ;  but  when,    oo 
the  other  hand,  you  are  for  dismissing  all 
discussion  on  the  question  wiib  res{)cct  to 
sugar  and  corn,  you  find  the  pea  is  under 
another  thimble.    'When   you   6nd   that 
your  tariff  docs  greater   bene6t    to  the 
farmer  than  the  manufacturer,  then  that 
ufion  which  you  have  been  priding  your- 
selves utterly   disappears,   and  the  First 
liord  of  the  Treasury  and  the  President 
and  Vice-  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
make  it  their  boa^t  that  so  very  little  has 
been  effected  by  the  very  liberal  measures 
they  have  themiielves  introduced.     If  this 
lie  the  case,  is  it  not  really  time  to  ask 
whether,  (^oirig   beyond  the  many  useful 
changes  in  the  tariff  with  respect  to  oils 
and   (ither  articles  — you  should  not  take 
into  consideration  those  two  great  articles 
c«  I  consumption,  sugar  and  corn.  We  were 
lold  last  yrar  that  the  measures  then  pro- 
riosed   to  be  adopted  were  calculated  to 
improve  the  national  resources,  and  that 
by  extending  our  trade,  they  would  stimu- 
Lite  the  demand  for  labour,  and  promote 
the  general  and  )ieriuancnt  welfare  of  all 
classes  of  her  Majesty's  subjects.     If  that 
wcro  true  with  respect  to  all  tboie  articles 


which  were  iocliidcd  ra  joar  M  ^f 
jear,  would  it  not  be  Irae  with 
those  great  articles  of 
and  corn  I  WouUl  that  which 
the  applicatioa  of  freeaiade 
with  respect  to  all  those  Binor 
the  Uriff  be  false,  vhas  the 
ciple  was  applied  to  the  great  mwdm  cf 
human  subaisteiicc  ?  Aad  are  we  leaNf 
asking  anything  very  eEtnonlinary  «l 
«e  ask  you  to  act  according  to  yew 
principle*,  and  in  which  yoe  wen 
supported,  and  the  adoption  of 
principles  we  say  would  contriholi  lo 
benefit  all  classes  i  With  respect  Io 
you  maintain  a  prohibitory  duty: 
respect  to  corn,  you  levy  a  dety  of  40 
cent.  The  right  hoo.  Baronet  (Sir  Rohnt 
Peel)  said,  that  with  regard  to  raw  ffii^ 
duce  he  had  6zed  the  duly  at  5  per  OMil. 
and  under ;  while,  with  respect  to  erU* 
cles  partly  wrought,  lie  had  fiaed  10  per 
cent,  by   his    tariff.     Now,  witheot  ok^ 


cussing  whether  these  several  aMOonlaani 
correct  or  not,  may  i  not  ask, 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  adopted  the 
principle  with  respect  to  the  artaelet 
sugar  and  corn,  would  not  the 
ser|nences  follow — would  not  the 
for  labour  be  increased — would  not 
be  improved — nay,  woold  not  much 
advantages  result  from  the  adoption  of 
the  same  principle  with  respect  to  theee 
two  articles,  than  bad  resulted  from  the 
application  to  the  wliole  of  the  articke 
coouined  io  the  tariff  of  last  year?  We 
contend  that  these  conseqnencce  moM 
result  from  such  a  course ;  hot  there  are 
those  who  say,  on  the  contrary,  that  Eny- 
lisb  labour  would  be  displaced.  Now,  I 
can  understand  all  that  argnmenl  froei 
those  who  are  enemies  to  free*trade,  aod 
who  are  opposed  to  the  right  hon« 
upon  the  Uriff;  but  that  the  right 
Baronet  should  bold  such  an  aiguu.^, 
and  maintain  such  a  doctrine  with  re* 
spect  to  sugar  and  corn,  and  yet  advo- 
cate the  very  reverse  of  the  doctrine  m  n> 
ferencc  to  all  other  articles  of  trade,  ii 
inconceivable  to  any  man  of  plaia  under* 
standing.  But  what,  in  my  judgment, 
makes  it  a  most  dangerous  course  for  thb 
I  louse  to  adopt  such  a  distii»ctioo  in  the 
application  of  the  principle  is  the  fhet» 
that  it  is  known  that  the  greater  part  of 
this  lloufe,  and  almost  wholly  the  other 
House  of  Parliament,  is  composed  of  the 
holders  of  the  land  of  this  oouatry.  I 
was  speaking  to  a  person  last  year  aboot 
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hit  trade  being  ruioed  by  the  tariflT;  and 
be  told  me  that  he  was  a  bootmaker,  and 
that  he  was  well  satisfied  he  could  not 
stand  a  competition  with  the  French  boot* 
makers.  When  I  was  expounding  to  bias 
as  well  as  I  could  the  principles  of  Adam 
Smith,  and  other  eminent  political  econo- 
mists, he  rather  defeated  me  by  sayings 
*'  1  should  have  no  apprehensions  upon 
the  matter,  i(  I  could  live  as  cheaply  in 
London  as  my  comptCitor  can  liTe  in 
Paris ;  if,"  said  he,  *'  you  will  pnt  me  in 
the  same  position  as  my  rival."  But  that 
is  what  we  will  not  do  with  nespeet  to  all 
those  persons  who  are  oot  of  any  distinc 
tion  in  the  country,  who  have  no  seats  in 
Parliament,  who  have  no  place  in  tbe 
cabinet,  and  who  are  not  decorated  with 
stars  and  blue  ribbons.  Yon  treat  ell 
other  persons  quite  differently  from  tbe 
holders  of  land.  I  will  not  now  enter  into 
the  latter  part  of  the  speech  of  the  right 
boo.  Baronet,  in  which  he  rc^ed  to  the 
comparative  merits  of  the  late  and  the  pi|e- 
sent  Government ;  but  I  must  for  e  moment 
allude  to  one  part  of  tbe  speech  of  the  aoUe 
Lord  the  Member  for  Lancashire  (Lord  P. 
Egerton),  who  also  asked  me  if  1  would  oaw 
propose  an  8f .  duty  ?  Tbe  noble  Lord  seid^ 
that  in  case  I  should  propose  it»  and  ehould 
carry  it,  1  shoukl  beeubjected  to  a  bloody 
audit,  and  to  menaces  of  a  very  unplea- 
sant nature.  The  noble  Lord  oMy  think 
it  a  matter  of  triumph  over  me^  if  be  ie 
right  in  supposing  that  if  an  8c.  duty 
were  proposed,  it  might  not  now  settle 
tbe  question  of  the  Gorn«laws.  But  what 
I  stated  last  year  waa  what  my  opinion  ftt 
that  time  was,  and  still  is,  that  in  1841  e 
duty  of  8i,  would  have  led  to  a  settle- 
ment of  this  question  for  mm  yetrt. 
At  present  the  question  is  in  the  hands  df 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  h  is  lor  him  lo 
propose  any  alteration-— either  lui  altera- 
tion in  the  eliding  scale,  or  the  chengiog 
of  it  to  a  fixed  duty ;  or  if  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  should  think  proper  te  do  so^  and 
from  some  words  which  escaped  him  he 
would  seem  to  signify  that  he  should  pwfer 
such  a  change  to  any  other,  a  total  fui|ieal 
of  the  law.  All  I  have  t9  sav  ist  thut 
I  hope  the  noble  Lord  and  tnese  wko 
go  on  defending  and  maintaining  the  ex- 
isting Corn -law  will  take  warning  by  Momfi 
other  events  which  have  happened  in  4Mir 
own  day  with  respeci  to  eseesures  «pao 
which  they  were  as  unwilling  lo  ftne  amy 
as  they  are  upon  the  present  ^aestioUr    i 


having  at  a  former  time  oCered  farkMis 
securities /or  effecting  Catholk:  emaneipar 
tion— -such  as  giving  a  c^rtein  influeqeu 
over  the  Irish  Catholte  olergy-«4>eifff 
asked  whether  he  would  still  propose  them  t 
and  that  he  replied*  *^  No,  the  time  if  pust 
for  talking  of  securities-*-!  will  oot  be  » 
security^rioder  all  my  life  |''  and  what  did 
we  afterweids  see  ?  W$  sew,  not  by  Mr. 
Canning,  but  by  the  right  boa.  Barouet 
himself— tlie  gfuftt  enemy  of  tbet  msfnure 
«*Ha  full  coneession,  wilbemteiiy  seeortiii«» 
given  with  respect  to  tbst  very  demand  of 
the  Catholies.  Then,  with  nsgard  to  f$Mf 
liamentary  ReCem.  I  brought  forward 
varmus  measures  of  refiMrm*  and  I  eud^e- 
voured  to  pam  them  down  to  tbut  ebepp 
which  I  thought  would  give  any  cheuce  of 
practically  improving  the  represeulatiop  of 
the  couatry.  I  parad  tiie  measure  4owm 
so  fer,  that  I  once  pfx^poerd  oely  to  give 
Manchester,  Leeds,  end  Pirmingbfiui  t|in 
right  to  return  Membsrs  to  tim  Hnnsu. 
That  was  contumeliously  rejco(edt    tkp 

right  hoD«  BurwM  twing  tben  n  Minister 
of  the  Crown,  and  tbe  rsjantion  of  thnt 
proposition  wee  rtgarded  ss  u  ginat  Ui» 
umpb.  I  wns  drfeeted,  end  Menehf«tor« 
BifwiRgiisnit  and  Leeds  wor#  held  unvor'* 
thy  to  havie  snels  in  the  House  of  Co«ip 
moos*  Buit  what  happened  t«o  years 
nfterwerds?  Tbe  leeders  of  that  verjr 
party— ^ne  of  them  m  tbe  other  House, 
and  no  less  a  oenon  ihmi  Lsid  PJIenhn 
rough,  tbe  present  Gpveryior^pMieral  of 
India  euted  a  plan  oi  reform  prepiens4  by 
tbsm*  oot  giving  ibree  towns,  but  tumntf 
or  thirty  towns,  the  power  of  sendby 
repmstntatiues  to  Pnniafnent,  wMie  it 
alsopfovkled  for  tbe  disfmneUseipent' of 
a  ginat  onaibsr  of  bospugbe.  TiNii,  in 
tbe  sane  way,  that  whi<di  was  a  triuanrii 

for  the  *»^M»— fci"  wheo  the  nnmneal  fisr 
an  8f.  duty  wee  defoatad  in  1841,  asiyht 
not  be  the  oseans  of  ultjoiately  pfovonting 
a  omcb  Isffcr  nemniie  ibao  would  beva 
selisfinrt  Ibe  epuotry  at  tbat  tiaie»  Ibis 
I  believe  is  quite  true,  that  there  is  m^ 

feeling  nt  any  part  of  tbe  oountry— 
neither  niaoogst  tbe  farmere  who  nave 
wisbed  to  see  tbe  law  oootinned  any  morn 

than  eesnnnef  the  maoiifactttinn.  adio 
SKudd  wiah  to  aee  it  renealed-^thena  ie  no 
feeling  among  an|  dess  ibal  ibe  law  aa  at 
prasent  euacied  u  libelf  to  he  of  long 
oontinnaoee.  If  tbnt  be  tbe  ease»  end  I 
fol(y  haiieve  if  to  be  so,  je  it  not  desirable 
that  now,  and  not  Mgt  jear,  or  tbe  |eer 


perfi^tly  remember  wbeo  Mir.  CooiMUg  Hito»  tbM»  itwW  bi  »  eftylewiitt  of  (bis 


«# 


ZfUJtrtu  of 


{COMMONS} 


tu 


Ucrtr  &%.&-!  Off"  l-jOK  i/ri  rti'j-*;  <ei  wL*:i 
»r*  cp#tT*'!C5  i-^aK  io»i:T  air. -:«•--:». 

Msi^a^Jtn   V94;  mi::p/j&:^   r</«   ro  act  oci 

i:.%Tkets  «Ld  re»  :r.tkz,i  i'*z  tut 
^snyV/jtbftr^l  of  'y«r  ;xppf«uty>r:.  Ii  \z.tj 
»»it,  tr^n  EbiT  x^A  \j^  ^>>  to  !<cu:e  iLe 
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H>:-^..  1  'j<r  o  Mj  tku  IB  «hit  i 
=:•*■*-_:  '••  No.  iij.^  tD  tSkfow  the 

It.  :t  CC    Lli    aSftSSTH 

leiu  -f  lie  Gowe^ 

v:.«rd  --  ir-diTicaLuT,'*  i  ued  il  a»  he 

iztt  £.:s:  {>nx^:«B.  v&cn  £«e  s»vi,  ^  i 

t:.i:  unn,   ir.<d   yea  sspporied  ■ 

Lre^i  Lim  k5  t:^  G^rcfCBent,  a»  he  ■  ■ 

lijt  Lxyil  of  treaLicr  Linuelf. 

S  r  i^.  Pf{^.  1  i:n  bocod  to  aeecpl  the 
le  ^CYiiriUg'f,  kD'J  to  t^e  U2Q^  exiect ;  cot.< tract f:>3  «Lich  V^  boo.  Mcabcr 
aE«d  «tfh  T^:^'/tci  to  fore.^D  rjrjQn\nt%  :»ot  opoc  ii>e  Un^oare  be  capSoyed.  He 
to  nearly  tr.e  MCbe  tiTtot.  Wr*ait  id  tbe  tbe  wcrd  *-  indiTKioallv*'  in 
mean  Ufl&e  rr^ij  be  tLe  prog reu  of  d^ireu  vij.  that  I  and  others  pet  Bpoe  it  a 
abd  pjib  iri  t'«-4  couritry,  proceed i:^^  from  ferc^;:  !btefpfetat>on.  He 
bad  to  «orse,  it  ii  LOt  for  aav  ibio  to  eat.  «ord  '*  iodiriduaik  *"  to 
For  DiyKif,  I  tru&t  thai  the  Houie  »ill  spoo^ibility  id  tr.e  titoation  I  hold; 
aaaerit  to  t>*e  itxouou  of  mv  ooble  Friend,  adicrt  it  at  ooce.  1  tho««riittkal  the 
for  DOW  it  tht  momeot  wrjeD  tbe  priLCipIei  he  employed,  *'  I  ^lold  yoa  indraideaily 
agreed  gpoo  by  iiiri^-teLths  of  tLe  House  .  spoL^ibie,'^  might  have  an  effect  which  1 
may  receive  with  safety  ibt.z  ful!  accom-  t:«ir.k  many  oi&er  GeDtlemco  who  heud 
plithrrient.  iLem  mizhi  anticipate. 

Mr.  Co^v:  1  riM;  to  explain,  bein^  io  ]  Mr.  Roeluck:  At  this  time  of  ught  I 
the  itjOU  cxtr<iordiriary  po&ition  ia  which  .  am  itot  about  to  make  a  speech,  bal  to  ask 
aoy  Member  wasfvcr  placed.  When  the  tbe  House  to  give  me  the  opportBaily  of 
right  hon.  Haronet  at  the  coiirncrjcenient  making  an  eiplanation  on  the  part  of  a 
of  his  kpeech  aibumed  that  I  h'ld  referred  person  not  dow  present.  It  refers  to  a  n^ 
to  hirn  i^ier&onally,  I  thought  that  the  nord  >  markable  expression  on  the  part  of  the 
"  perw>nally"  was  used  in  the  ordinary  '  bon.  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Cobdea), 
sense  of  (^rsonaliy  otlensirc  to  him.  I  i  apphcd  to  a  n-^ble  Friend  of  mine  io  an- 
had  not  the  ka«t  suspicion  of  any  other  ;  other  place.  He  said  that  he  did  aol 
meanin'^  b'jin^  attached  to  what  the  rc^ht  i  bthete  a  certain  report,  but  that  if  he 
hon.  baronet  bjid.  .\ffer  1  sU  down,  [  could  do  so,  he  should cuusider  it,  i  think 
heard  an  interprtiation  put  u]f*jn  his  Ian-  he  said,  the  result  uf  mania.  1  was 
gu^g<:  which  f  .^hall  not  now  particularise,  |  in  the  words  1  imputed  to  him.  He 
'dud  the  remarks  of  the  noble  l/jrd  the  |  that  he  should  consider  it  a  maniacal  dit- 
.Meml^er  f'^r  London  (for  which  I  thank  play ;  but  1  am  somewhat  startled  when  I 
hirn>,  havi;  ;^rven  such  a  definite  Ibrm  la  come  to  make  even  an  explanation  oo 
the  insinuations  of  the  right  bon.  Baronet,  this  \n}\ui  fn.m  a  %cry  remarkable  circum- 
stance which  happened  to  myself  previoaa 
to    this  debate.     The   boo.  Member   for 


o 


that  I  rii4:  not  for  the  purpose  of  otlerin 
any  explanation    |**^>rder"J  beyond    that 
which  I  gave.    ['*  Order.*'] 

T\u:  Spf.'iker :  I  must  inforin  the  hon. 
Membt:r  that  he  has  no  right  to  addicss 
the  House  but  for  the  purpose  of  explana- 
tion, 

Mr.  (ofji/tH  :i::aifi  rose  \nmui  crh^  uf 
*'  Order."]  I  h.id  no  intention  of  olFenng 
iiiiy  ex)jlanatiuii  until  I  had  r^ivi  n  therij^ht 
hon.  liaroriei  an  opjioituiiity  ui  'p;iviiig  an 
f.-xphcit  ex|il'iiiaiion  ol  what  he  said.  [*'  Or- 
der," and  i.onfusion.] 

The  Sprnhcr  ;  I  liavo  alr«:a<ly  statc<i  to 
the  hon.  .MeinlxM,  that  hr  cannot  make 
any  obsei  vat  ions  but  in  exphinaliun  of 
something  thai  he  said. 

Mr.  Cubdcn :  As  buch  is  the  rule  of  the 


Stockport  addressed  me  personally  at  a 
f fiend  of  the  noble  Lord  to  whom  he 
alluded,  and  he  made  use  of  the  same  »• 
l^retsioiis,  I  afterwards  took  the  liberty  of 
applying  to  him  to  know  if  he  were  about 
to  otier  any  remarks  upon  an  obserration 
which  had  been  made  in  another  place; 
because,  if  he  were,  I  should  be  here  to 
;.;ivc  the  re'iuisiic  explanation.  His  answer 
to  me  was,  '*  I  would  advise  you  not  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  him — not  to  nia 
yourself  up  with  him — for  if  you  do,  the 
Corn-law  league  will  go  down  to  Bath 
and  turn  you  out.**  I  feel  nothing  but 
contempt  for  any  attempt  of  that  de- 
scriptiou,  and  very  little  retpcct  for  Che 
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prudence  which  suggested  the  observation, 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  gire  this  explanatioD 
and  I  am  sorry  that  it  has  been  thus  forced 
upon  me ;  but,  on  the  part  of  my  noble 
Friend  1  make  it  explicitly,  and  in  terms 
which  cannot  be  misunderstood,  I  make 
it  on  behalf  of  a  long-tried,  and  I  will  say/ 
in  spite  of  any  understanding  by  the  boo. 
Member,  a  somewhat  distinguished  Friend, 
of  liberal  opinions  as  to  trade,  science, 
law  and  morals.  Among  other  things  he 
is  a  warm  friend  of*freedom  of  trade,  and 
more  especially  of  freedom  of  trade  in 
corn.  Having  strongly  and  deeply  at  heart 
the  success  of  thai  measure,  the  noble 
Lord  thought  he  was  giving  a  just  and  a  fair 
warning,  which,  from  his  position  and  long 
experience,  he  well  might  give,  to  those 
who  were  acting,  as  he  believed,  with  good 
intentions,  but  who  were  connected  with 
very  imprudent  persons.     He  said,— 

''  Being  a  friend  of  Corn-law  reform,  I  would 
beg  and  entreat  the  Corn-law  League  to  sepa- 
rate themselves  as  soon  as  possible  from  those 
imprudent  persons.'' 

He  added,  that  there  had  been  insinua- 
tions of  a  kind,  (and  he  put  it  in  purposely 
veiled  and  guarded  phraseology)  which  a 
late  event  had  illustrated  in  a  most  painfiil 
and  woeful  manner.  He  again  entreated,  in 
language  more  powerful  than  I  can  employ, 
as  one  deeply  interested  in  the  success 
of  the  great  measure  for  which  they  were 
banded  together,  that  the  members  of  the 
Anti-Corn- law  League  would  separate 
themselves  from  that  class  of  men  who 
would  use  such  dangerous  expressions. 
Such  was  the  advice  which  has  been 
described  as  the  result  of  a  disordered 
imagination.  On  the  6th  July  (it  may 
be  very  painful  to  allude  to  it»  but  it 
must  be  done)  there  was  a  meeting  of  the 
delegates  of  the  Anti-Corn-law  League, 
and  their  proceedings  were  reported  next 
day  in  the  Morning  Chronicle.  The 
Chronicle  must  have  been  read  by  the 
persons  who  were  at  that  meeting,  and 
they  must  therefore  have  been  aware  oT 
what  was  reported.  It  so  happened,  how- 
ever, that  the  noble  Lord  did  not  read  that 
report  in  the  newspaper,  but  be  did  read 
it  as  taken  from  theuce  in  the  Quarterly 
Review.  The  Quarterly  Review  was  not 
quite  so  ephemeral  a  production  as  a  news- 
paper ;  and  it  was,  therefore,  more  likdy 
to  be  known  and  commented  upon.  The 
noble  Lord  expressed  bis  pain  that  some 
means'  were  not  taken  either  to  give  an 
explanation  of  those  remukaUe  eipm- 


sions,  or  that  the  tried  Friends  of  the  re- 
peal of  the  Corn-laws  did  not  separate 
themselves  from  such  advisers.  I  must, 
Sir,  discbarge  my  duty,  but  I  never  had  a 
more  painful  one  cast  upon  me.  I  must, 
Sir,  read  in  vindication  of  my  noUe 
Friend,  that  paragranh  which  he  dius 
quoted :  the  name  of  the  Gentleman  to 
whom  allusion  was  made  I  must  mention 
also,  and  it  is  incumbent  upon  him,  even 
at  this  late  period,  to  explain  away  the 
meaning,  or  at  once  to  justify  himself  be- 
fore mankind.  At  the  meeting  of  the  6th 
July  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bailey,  of  Sheffield,  said., 

**  There  were  several  operatives  who  refbsed 
to  communicate  Co  him  the  history  of  their  suf- 
ferings; they  told  him  they  knew  his  inten- 
tions were  charitable,  but  as  they  thou^t  his 
energies  were  made  with  a  view  to  petitioning 
Parliament,  they  refused  to  enter  into  any  dis- 
closures. '  It  was  not  words,'  they  saidj 
*  would  move  Parliament,  hut  force  they 
shonld  have  if  they  did  not  change  their  sys- 
tem I'  That  was,  no  doubt,  violent  language ; 
hut  it  was  not  the  oppressed,  hut  the  oppres- 
sors, that  would  be  answerable  for  the  coose- 
quences  of  the  excitement  created  by  the  snfl^- 
ings  endured  under  our  present  legislation. 
.  .  '  He  heard  of  a  Gentleman,'  a  gentle- 
man 1  '  who  in  private  company  sakl^  that  if 
one  hundred  persons  cast  tots,  and  the  lot 
should  fall  upon  him,  he  wonld  take  the  lot  to 
deprive  Sir  Robert  Peel  of  life.  He  felt  con- 
vinced that  no  such  attempt  ought  to  be  nuide 
under  any  pretence  whatever ;  but  he  was  per- 
suaded of  this,  that  when  he  (Sir  Robert  Ped) 
went  to  his  grave,  there  would  be  but  few  to 
shed  one  tear  over  it' " 

Now,  Sir,  it  must  be  clear  that  the  hon. 
Member  in  the  expression,  which  he  used 
this  night  has  been  misunderstood  fay  Gen* 
tlcmen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Honse ; 
but  I  ask  the  hon.  Member  if  he  dkl  not  ^ 
see  the  danger  of  using  such  language  ?  * 
when  in  an  assembly  like  this  tbeve 
may  possibly  be  a  misconception  of 
words  like  his,  so  very  diSerent  from 
those  I  have  quoted,  how  dangeions, 
at  such  a  time,  must  be  the  use  of  soch 
language  by  the  parties  against  vhooi,  as 
a  real  warning,  honest  and  sincere,  my 
noble  Friend  gave  the  advice  which  6 
now  described  as  the  offiipring  of  a  ma- 
niacal imagination.  Passion  does  some- 
times destroy  people's  jitdg;ment ;  and  I 
believe  that  if  the  hon.  uientleman  will 
retire  within  himself,  and  will  wdsh  wdl 
the  words  he  has  nsed  this  night,  be  iHIl 
find  that  there  maybe  error  on  bis  pairt  at 
wdl  as  on  Uiose  ra  whom  he  is  lo  wedf 
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[r.  Banku :  Sir,  after  the  length  of 
this  debate,  I  shall  not  deUin  the  House, 
and  I  should  Dot  have  risen  oow  had  1 
ooi  been  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  catch 
your  eje,  when  1  rose  ioimediately  after 
the  bon.  Member  for  Stockport,  il  may, 
perhaps^  be  supposed  that  some  of  those  ; 
emissaries  which  were  to  be  got  ready  to  ' 
send  to  Bath,  to  displace  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  from  his  seat,  may  be 
some  of  the  same  parties,  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stockport  informs  me,  have 
been  seat  into  Dorsetshire  by  that  same 
Anti-Cora-law  l^eague  to  examine  the 
property  belonging  to  me,  and  the  condi- 
tion of  the  labourers  u|iod  it.  How  long 
those  emissaries  may  have  been  on  my 
property,  or  in  my  neighbourhood,  the 
hon.  Member  did  not  inform  the  House. 
i  have  been  absent  from  that  part  of  the 
country  for  some  few  weeks,  and  if  those 
emissaries  have  beep  there  so  long,  it  may 
be  that  the  condition  of  that  neighbour- 
hood is  in  the  state  which  has  been  de- 
scribed by  the  hon.  Member.  With  their 
tracts  and  their  pamphlets  sent  over  the 
hills  and  through  the  valleys,  and  pushed 
into  the  doors  and  the  windows  of  the 
cottages,  I  cannot  tell  what  effect  they 
may  have  produced,  and  that  they  might 
rapidly  produce  an  effect  of  that  nature 
must  be  sufficiently  evident  after  what  the 
House  has  witnessed  this  night.  I  have 
only  boldly  and  simply  to  state,  that  the 
assertions  of  the  hon.  Member,  as  to  that 
part  of  tlic  country,  are  not  warranted  by 
fact.  That  the  condition  of  the  labourers 
there  is  not  such  as  I  could  wish,  1  have 
already  admitted  in  this  House;  and  I 
then  stated,  that  whatever  was  the  cause, 
whether  or  not  it  was  in  consequence  of 
that  alteration  in  the  Corn-laws  and  the 
tariff  which  was  made  in  conformity  with 
the  views  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  it 
is  unquestionably  true  that  the  state  of 
the  peasantry  there  is  much  worse  now 
thau  it  was  this  time  last  year.  The  hon. 
Member  has  been  pleased  to  make  roe  out 
as  the  decided  enem^  of  the  Anii-Corn- 
law  League  :  that  designation  I  am  willing 
to  adopt.  But  1  tell  the  hon.  Member 
that  any  endeavour  I  may  use,  or  any 
speech  which  I  have  made— and  some 
speech  of  mine  has  unhappily  excited  his 
irritation — will  not  have  the  effect  of  da- 
maging the  Anti-Corn-law  league  so 
much  as  his  speech  this  night  has  done. 

Mr.  Cobden  again  rose  and  said,  1  wis!t. 
Sir,  to  give  an  cxplanatioa  in  cousequence 


of  what  fell  from  ibe  boo.  Mi 

Bath.     He  has  totally  misfepwaealei  aay 

words  iu  reference  to-^[''  Ob,  oh*}— I  big 

to    remind    boo.   Members    dowtt 

[poiutiog  to  ilie  Bar],  that  whien  1 

leave  from  the  Chair  to  oat  tbc 

lege  of  cxplanatioo — I  will  aae  il  Mlj 

and  fairly,   I   have.  Sir,  been   BMnpts- 

sented.     1  did  not  describe  the  coMwcat 

individual  to  whom  the  hoo.  and  loOTed 

Member  has  alluded  as  a  meaiae. 

I  did  say  was  that  I  would  treat  the 

tion,  if  proved  to  nie  to  have  bees 

as  the  emanation  of  an  ill-reg«lalfld  iatcU 

lect,  and  not  as  the  ofispriog  of  a 

oant  spirit.  When  I  used  the  i 

it  was  when  I  said  that  I  cooseled  mymH 

with  the  belief  thai  M'Naoghleo  vm  o 

maniac.     In  reference  to  what  fcll  Imb 

the  lion,  and  learned  Member  aa  to  vhaft 

took   place  on   this  qoestioo   with   hiai. 

What  was  said  passed  in  the  libniy  of  the 

House  of  Commons,  where  I  thought  that 

conversations  were  considered  at  prisaH 

1  treated  the  conversation  as  prirale, 

1  should  always  treat  as  private  any 

versation  between  me  and  any  hon* 

ber  in  the  library  of  this  Hooie.     I  •■  ool 

acquainted  with  the  forms  or  rolee  ofihia 

House,  and   probably  I  may  be  vraa^. 

As  to  what  the  hon.  and  leained  Member 

says  fell  from  me  by  the  way  of  threat,  I 

put  it  to  him.  [Cries  of  "  spoke,  spohe.*^ 

It  is  highly  necessary  that  1  should  ca- 

plain  fur  I  should  consider  myself  ua- 

worty  a  seat  in  this  House,  if  I  had  ofor 

uttered  the  words  attributed  to  me  by  the 

hon.  and  learned  Member  in  the  irnaciag 

way  he  has  described.  I  will  esplaia  what 

passed  between   us.      I  am  not  heio  to 

interfere  with  any  hoo.   Meaiber^e  aaal. 

I  am  not  here  to  dispose  of  boioaght* 

The  hon.  and  learned  Member  asked  se 

whether  I  intended  to  allude  to  the  eai- 

nent  individual  wlio  has  been  referred  lo, 

because,  if  I  did,  he  wished  U>  be  pffsent. 

I   asked  him  whether  he  were  about  Co 

justify  Lord  Brougham,  and  he  aaid  that 

he  was.    The  conversation  then  passed  to 

the    circumstances   when   the   hon.   and 

learned  Member  opposed  the  Sabbath  Bill 

in  the  House,  and  lost  bis  seat  in  conaa- 

quencc. 

The  Speaker :  I  think  the  hoo.  Meeabar 
has  exceeded  the  proper  limits  of  an  eipla- 
iiation.  The  hon.  Gentleman  will,  1  mm 
sure,  perceive  that  I  cannot  permit  him  to 
reply  to  the  speech  of  the  hoo.  aoJliaraad 
Member  for  iiaih. 


Adjounud  IMato 
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Mr.  Hitnu :  Stirelj  when  an  bOD.  Oea- 
tleman  wboM  coDtluct  ha*  been  brought 
before  the  Houie,  states  to  that  Hoaae 
that  he  has  pot  been  TaJily  repretentqdt  be 
cannot  be  prevented  from  entering;  ipto  an 
fliplanvtion.  I  uii'lentand  the  hon.  HeM- 
ber  to  be  about  in  stale  what  did  take 
place,  to  Tcmon  any  undue  impreasioo 
which  may  have  arisen. 

Mr.  Cakten:  I  ibould  not  have  alludad 
to  the  cnnveraadaii  about  the  Sabbath 
Bill,  but  that  it  waaesienlial  to  the  expla- 
nation which  i  was  about  to  offer.  [Criu 
o/"BpoLe,  spoke."] 

Mr,  Manglesi  1  rise  lo  order.  I  appeal 
10  the  jtiitice  of  the  House  nhether  tb« 
hon.  Member  ought  not  (o  be  heard.  A 
grievous  charge  has  been  brought  against 
him,  and  if  it  is  a  matter  of  iaaulgence— 
if  it  is  a  little  against  the  rule*  of  iha 
House — 1  think  that  it  is  only  fair  that  he 
should,  in  Biplanalioo  of  his  conduct,  ba 
allowed  to  abovr  that  which  he  says  actu- 
ally occurred. 

Mr,  Huim:  1  beg  to  move  that  Ibil 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

TitvSpMktn  I  am  sure  that 
the  hon.  Homber  for  Stockport  may  have 
lo  say  in  juslificaiion  of  his  conduct,  tht 
House  will  be  reidy  to  hear ;  and  If  ha 
will  confine  himself  lo  such  obwrvatioai, 
I  am  sura  the  Houaa  will  hear  him.  If  the 
hou.  Member  goes  into  a  genend  re^y  In 
answer  to  the  Speech  of  the  boa.  and 
learned  Heaaber  for  Bath,  I  feel  it  lo  b* 
my  duty  to  sti^  him. 

Mr.  CSaMn;  I  will  confioe  mymU 
strictly  to  what  I  consider  necessary  to  so 
explanation  of  what  passed  betwmo  tba 
hon.  and  learned  Geatlenan  and  myaalf. 
When  I  alluded  to  the  Sabbath  Sai.  and 
drew  his  atlentioo  to  the  bet,  that  b  op* 
posing  that  bill  the  hon.  and  laawad 
Member  bad  drawn  upon  him  tha  boitllity 
of  the  disMDting  minister,  I  than  HaiM. 
"  If  you  JDstiff  Lord  Broughain  in  tUt 
attack  on  tke  minister*  who  attnd  the 
conference  of  the  Anti-Cora-law  iMgna, 
you  will  get  into  trouble  at  Bath,  and  job 
will  be  confiderad  the  opponent  el  that 
body,  and  you  will  have  your  Aalt-Cent- 
law  tea  parties,  and  some  Heraberaof  d|t 
League  visiting  Bath."  Now,  I  cont  tb 
the  head  'Vend  frootof  myoffendiag  "  that 
I  menaced  iha  hoa.  Member  far  Wtk-  t 
deny  ii.  Tb«  spirit  of  my  reaaika  waa  In 
strict  frieadahif).  I  wish  the  Hooao  to  «■- 
detsland  that  tae  boo,  and  learned  If  ember 
thnateoed  no  attadt  on  ma  in  tbia  Hooaa. 


rif^AiyJ. 


He  was  ptapeaing  tojuatHy  Loid  BrottghaM 
*    itinclfing  thoe  Christian  miniators.    I 

lid  have  no  grievance  against  him  j  and 
I  repeat  it,  that  in  the  remarks  I  Made.  I 
'  ad  not  the  moat  dtslant  idea  ormenadn( 
im,  and  ao  fkt  from  wishing  to  see  hiei 
uiof  Parliament,  he  la  the  teat  man  I 
dould  wish  lo  aea  lenoved  bon  the  eatt 
'hich  he  now  boM*. 

ViacouDt  Htmiek,  la  replj,  amidst  tmA 
oafiision,  waa  nnderstood  to  enTt  tliat  after 
the  lengthened  driwtewhteh  had  taken  plaaa 
n  queetion,  he  fch  it  lo  be  impaealUa 
for  him  to  enter  into  a  ffatl  diaenirfoa  of 
the  varied  and  Tartoue  arnimenta  iMA 
had  been  emplond  on  bota  aUee  of  the 
House.  The  r^t  bee.  Baronet  at  the 
head  of  her  Hiyeity'B  OoTCnineBt,  In  tke 
s|ic«;h  which  be  had  aWreand  to  tfca 
Huuse,  had  said  that  to  carry  a  proyeil 
tioQ  such  as  that  wbidi  waa  now  bafcn 
the  HouBo  vrenld  be  to  paralyae  the  efltete 
of  the  r.ovemmat;  and  be  hid  heqiad 
ridicule  oa  the  right  hon.  Oentleaaan,  tta 
Ut«  ChaDoaUor  of  tbe  Exithaqoer,  fcr  Aa 
suggesiiona  which  be  bad  eJmd.  Ht 
felt,  that  if  be  bad  on  Ihia  ocoailaB  oeMa 
forward  with  any  diatniet  ftaparftiaa  in 
the  present  etue  of  the  ptormMam,  W 
should  havn  adopted  a  cosnae  »Mq  nm 
unt  parliitmentarr ;  and  whidi  woold  Imva 
subjected  him  ueo  to  the  aarae  ridleole 
which  his  il|^  h».  Friend  had  au*> 
rienced.  For  hla  igwn  part,  be  begnd  ta 
say  that  be  bad  Mt  taid  DOS  wwd  pD> 
taking  of  aof  party  or  pereona)  camlwyr 


He 


Df  partar  or  pereona)  ( 
uTdleciifed  the 


solely  as  afiteiiiiKtiw  blgbert  and  amit  im- 
portant inlareila  of  this  Gout)trj^iii4litt«ll 
the  spirit  hi  whWi  it  on^t  to  haiw  ba« 
discussed  I  bat  if  that  waa  the  ofUaa  tt 
the  right  haa.  Banmet,  be  wiabai  thath* 
h;,d  inculcated  Ant  o^ioB  hi  tbe  bMi 
of  hi',  CdlsngDen  What  waa  An  Scit 
^uw<\  cf  jmrly  dbenarioa  wUeh  bad  ba* 
introiliiccat  It  was  Introdnoad  bv  te  ' 
right  boa,  the  Vke.FMide«t  of  (lb* 
Board  of  "DMlfc  «||0  had  sud  Alt  than 
iiet'cr  waa  •  flaiwiumut  iriiieh  BM^a  aa 
little  advaaaa  1«  Inptoving  oas  «mmm' 
dal  reguhOioHaathat  wl^  had«sWa« 
between  ISIO  and  1641.  The  ^t  M* 
Uarunct  the  Seeratary  fcr  the  Km  0«« 
partmeut  M  MWed  in  tbe  eeiwANik 
and  the  mtik  Kqlf  of  Ua  apaa4  WW  ■ 
tissue  of  aart*  onaidantiosii.  Bm  H 
would  adhm  4*  the  role,  vUeh  U  h^ 
laid  down  I 


from  all  fcflhir  fvfcnaee  t»  lUaMi  «f 
the  queatfMk    AH  be  tAaitkbTSmm 
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was  to  determioe  whether  they  would  or 
would  not  relieve  the  distresses  of  the 
people  by  an  extension  of  the  principles  of 
nec-trade.  The  Members  of  her  Majesty's 
Gorernment  declared  that  about  these 
principles  there  was  no  dispute;  but  in 
the  very  same  breath  the^  refused  to  adopt 
them  in  practice.  The  nght  hoo.  Baronet 
said  that  we  made  no  consideration  of  cir- 
cumstances ;  it  was  because  we  did  take 
into  consideration  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  that  he  had  felt  it  essential  to  the 
benefit  of  all  classes  of  the  community  to 
submit  the  present  motion  to  the  House. 
There  were  other  points  to  which  he 
should  have  felt  it  to  have  been  his  duty 
to  refer^  had  he  replied  at  an  earlier  hour  3 
but  at  that  period  of  the  night  he  would 
not  trespass  longer  on  the  attention  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Ferrand  said,  that  it  had  been 
urged  upon  him  by  several  hen.  Members 
on  his  side  of  the  House  not  to  trouble  it 
to  divide  on  the  amendment  which  be  had 
proposed;  under  these  circumstances  he 
should,  with  the  permission  of  the  House, 
withdraw  it. 

Amendment  withdrawn.  The  House 
divided  on  the  original  motion: — Ayes 
191 ;  Noes  306  -.—Majority  115. 

List  of  the  Ayes. 


Aglionby,  H.  A. 
Ainsworth,  i\ 
Aldam,  W. 
Anson,  hen.  Col. 
Archbold,  R. 
Arundel  and  Surrey, 

£arl  of 
Bannerroan,  A. 
Barclay,  D. 
Baring,  rt.  lion.  F.  T. 
Barnard,  £.  G. 
Bell,  J. 

Berkleley,  liou.  C. 
Berkeley,  hen.  H.  F. 
Berkeley,  hon.  G.  F. 
Bemal,  R. 
Bernal,  Cant. 
Blake,  M.  J. 
Blake,  Sir  V. 
Blewitt,  R.  J. 
Bowling,  Or. 
Brockelhurst,  J. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Buller,  C. 
Bullcr,  E. 
Busfeild,  W. 
Byng,  G. 

Byng,  rt.  hon.  G.  S. 
Cavendish,  hon.  (\C. 
C*avGDdisb,  hon.  G.ll. 
Chapman,  B. 


Childers,  J.  W. 
Christie,  W.  D. 
Clay,  Sir  W. 
Clive,  E.  B. 
Cobden,  R. 
Colborne,hn.W.N.R. 
Colebrooke,  i)ir  T.  E. 
Collins,  W. 
Cowpcr,  hon.  W.  F. 
Craig,  W.  G. 
Crawford,  W.  S. 
Currie,  R. 
Curteis,  H.  B. 
Dalroeny,  Lord 
Dashwood,  G.  11. 
Dawson,  hon.  T.  V. 
Denison,  W.  J. 
Dcnison,  J.  E. 
Dcnnistoun,  J. 
D*Kyncourt,  rt.  hon. 

C.T. 
Divott,  E. 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Duncan,  Visct. 
T)uncan,  G. 
Duncombe,  T. 
Dundas.  Admiral 
l)unda%  1). 
Dundas,  hon.  J.  C. 
£a2ithopc,  Sir  J. 
EbriogtoD,  Visct. 


Ellice,  rt«  hon.  £. 
Ellice,  E. 
ElphiDstone,  H. 
Esmonde,  Sir  T. 
Etwall,  R. 
Evans,  W. 
Ewart,  W. 
Ferguson,  Col. 
Fitzroy,  Lord  C. 
Fitzwilliam,  hn.  (v.  W. 
Fleetwood,  Sir  P.  H. 
Forsler,  M. 
Fox,  C.  R. 
Gibson,  T.  M. 
Gore,  hon.  R. 
Granger,  T.  C. 
Gratton,  11. 
Greenaway,  C. 
Grey,  rt.  hon  Sir  G. 
Grosvenor,  Lord  R. 
Hall,  Sir  B. 
Hallyburton,  Lord  J. 
Hastic,  A. 
Hawes,  B. 
iiay,  Sir  A.  L. 
liayler,  W.  G. 
Ileathcoat,  J. 
Heron,  Sir  R. 
Hindley,  C. 
HoUond,  R. 
Horsman,  E. 

Howard,  hon.  C.W.G. 
Howard,  Lord 
Howard,  ho.  E.  G.G. 
Howard,  Sir  R. 
Howick,  Visct. 
Hume,  J. 

Humphery,  Mr.  Aid. 
Hutt,  \V. 
James,  W. 
Jervis,  J. 
Johnson,  Gen. 
Labouchere,  rt.  hn.  H. 
Langston,  J.  11. 
Liyard,  Capt. 
List o well.  Earl  of 
Macauky,  ri,  hon  .T.B. 
McTaggart,  Sir  J. 
Mangles,  R.  D. 
Majoribanks,  S. 
Marshall,  \V. 
Maryland,  H. 
Martin,  J. 
Mitcalfc,  H. 
Mitclicll,  T.  A. 
Morris,  D. 
Morison,  Gen. 
Munu,  G.  F. 
Murphy,  F.  S. 
.Murray.  A. 
.Napier,  Sir  C\ 
(Vfjrien,  J. 
O'nrien.  W.  S. 
OTcrrall,  R.  M. 
Ogle,  S.  C.  H. 
Grd,  W. 
ragct^  Cul. 


Paget,  Lord  A. 
Palmerston,  Visct. 
Parker,  J. 
Pechell,  Capt. 
Pendarves,  F-  W.  W. 
PhiUps,  O.  R. 
Philipps,  Sir  K.  B.  P. 
Philips,  M. 
Plumridge,  Capl. 
PoQsooby,  hon.  C.  F. 
PoDsonby,  boo.  J.  G. 
Prothefoe,  E. 
Pubfoid,  R. 
RamsboUoniy  J. 
Rice,  £.  R. 
Ricardo,  J.  L. 
Roche,  Sir  O. 
Roebuck,  J.  A. 
Ross,  D.  R. 
Rumbold,  C.  £. 
Russell,  Lord  E. 
Rutherford,  A. 
ScholefieM,  J. 
Scott,  R. 
Scrope,  G.  P. 
Scale,  Sir  J.  IL 
Seymour,  Lord 
Sbelbume,  Earl  of 
Smith,  B. 
Smith,  J.  A. 
Smith,  ru  hoo.  R.  V. 
Standish,  C. 
Stanley,  bon.  W.  O. 
Staosfield,  W.  R.  C. 
Sunion,  W.  II. 
^>tauntoo.  Sir  G.  T. 
Stewart,  P.  M. 
Stuart,  Lord  J. 
Stuart,  \V.  V. 

Strickland,  Sir  G. 
Strutt,  E. 
Tancred,  H.  W. 
Tl»ornely,T. 
Towneley,  J. 
Turner,  E. 
Villiers,  hon.  C. 
Vivian,  J.  H. 
Wakley,  T. 
Walker,  R. 

Wall,  c.  a  i 
Wallace,  R. 
Ward,  H.  G. 
Watson,  W.  U. 
Wawn,J.T, 
White,  H. 
Wilde,  Sir  T. 
Williams,  W. 
Wilshere,  W. 
Winninglou,Sir  T.  £. 
Wood.  B. 
Wood.  C. 
Wood,  G.  %'. 
Wrighlson,  W.  B. 
Yorkc,  II.  R. 

telli:rs. 
Hill,  Lord  M. 
Tufnell,  U. 


A<^wrtted  Dehalt 
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fm^Dag). 


list  of 
AcUnd,  Sir  T.  D. 
Aciand.T.  D. 
A'Court,  Capi. 
Ackers,  J. 
Acion,  Col. 
Adderlev,  C.  B. 
Alford,  ViMl. 
Allin,  J.  F. 
Anirobus,  E. 
Arbuthnoll,  hon.  II. 
Archdall,  Capl. 
Arkwcighl,  G. 
Ashley,  Lord 
Asiell,  W. 
Ba^e,  W, 
Builey.J. 
Bailey,  J.  Jtin. 
Baillie,  Col. 
Baillie,H.J. 
Baird,W. 
Baldwin,  B. 
Balfour, 'J.  M. 
Bankes,  G. 
Baring,  hon.  W.  B. 
Baroeby,  J. 
Barrington,  Viscl. 
Baakerville,  T.  B.  M. 
Batesop,  H. 
Beckett,  W. 
Bell,  M. 
Benell,  J. 
Bentinck,  Lord  G. 
Beresford,  Major 
Blackburn,  J.  T. 
Blackslone,  W.  S. 
Blak  emote,  R. 
Bodkin,  W.H. 
Boldero,  II.  G. 
Borthwick,  P 
Botfield,  B. 
Bradshin,  J. 
BramitOD,  T.  Vf. 
Broadley,  H. 
Broad  wood,  H. 
Biookp,  Sir  aIB. 
BTOWuriqg,  J.  S. 

Bruce,  Lord  E. 
Bruce,  C.  L.  C. 
Buck,L.W. 
Buckley,  E. 
Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Bunbury,  T, 
Burrell,SirC.  M. 
Burrougbes,  II.  N. 
Campbell,  Sir  [1. 
Campbell,  A. 
Caldwell,  E. 
Castlercagh,  VisEt- 
Chapman,  A. 
Chelsea,  ViKt. 
Cbetwode,  Sir  J. 
Cholmondeiey, hn.  II. 
Chute,  W.L.W. 
Clayton,  R.  U, 
Cletk,  Sir  G. 


the  Noes. 
CIW e,  ViMl. 
Clife,  hoD.R.H. 
Cochraoe,  A. 
Colleil,  W.  R. 
ColquhohD,  J.  C. 
Colville,  C.  R. 
CompioD,  H.  C. 
Copeland,  Mr.  Aid. 
Corry,  rt.  hon.  II. 
Couttenay,  Lord 
Crefwell.  B. 
Cripp*,  W. 
Damet,  hon.  Col. 
Parby,  G. 

Dawnay.  lion.  Vf.  H. 
Denison,  E.  B. 
Dick,  Q. 
Dickinson,  F.  H. 
Diiraeli,  B. 
Dodd,G. 
Douglas,  Sir  II. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  E. 
Douglai,J.'D.S. 
Douro,  Marquis  or 
Dowdeivrell,  W. 
Drummond,  (I.  II. 
Duffield,  T. 
Dugdale,  W.  S. 
Duncombe,  hon.  A. 
DuDcombe,  hon.  O. 
Eaal,  J.  B. 
EaatDor,  Viicl. 
Eaton,  R.  J. 
Egerton,W.T. 
EgenoD,  Sir  P. 
Eliot,  Lord 
F.mlyn.Viscl. 
l^scotl,  B. 
Eitcourt,  T.  G.  B. 
Farnham,  E.  B. 
Ferguson,  Sir  R.  A. 
Feilden.  W. 
Terrand.  W.  B. 
FLlmer,  Sir  E. 
Fitimaurice,  lion.  W. 
Fitiroy,  Capl. 
ntZTx>y,  hoD.  H. 
Flower,  Sir  J. 
Follett,SirW.  W. 
Pfolliot,  J. 
Forbes,  W. 
For««i«r,hD.O.C.W. 
Fox,  S.  L. 
FulleT.A.E. 
Gaskell,  J.  Milne<: 
Glndsione,n.bi..W3, 
Gladstone,  J.N. 
iilyone.  Sir  S.  K. 
Godson,  R. 
Gordon,  bon.  Capt. 
Gore,  M. 
Gore,  W  R.O. 
Goring,  C. 
Goulbnm,  rt.  bn.  H. 
Gi^am,  It.  ban.  Sir  J. 


Gnubj,  Maiqais  of 
GtmiuII,  p. 
Or««iit,T. 
Giegot7,  W.  H. 
GrimstoD,  Viact. 
GrogaD,  E. 
Hale.  R.  B. 
Halford,  H. 
HaniilioD,  J:  H. 
Hamilton,  G.  A. 
Hamilton,  W.  J. 
Ilampdco,  R. 
ir.tnmer,SirJ 
Hareourl,  O.  G. 


MBckinnoD,  W.  A. 
MuJeuijD. 
Hainmring,  T. 
Manuan,  I/wd  C.  S. 
Manners.  Lord  J. 
March,  Earl  of 
Maraham,  Visct. 
Martin,  C.  W. 
Martin,  T,  D. 
Marion,  O. 
Haiter,  T.  W.  C. 
MaslGTRian,  J. 
Mauniell.T.  P 
Meynell,  Capl. 


Hardinge,n.hn5irH.     Mildmay,  IJ.  SL  J. 


Hardy,  Jl 
Heatbcoie,  G.  J. 
Heatbcou,  Sir  W. 
Heneage,  G.  H.  W. 
Henlry,  J.  W. 
Uenniker,  Loid 
Hepburn,  Sir  T.  B. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Ilerrey,  Lord  A. 


Miles.  P.  W.  S. 
HilM,  W. 
Mordannt,  Sit  J. 
Morgan,  O, 
Monday.  E.  H. 
Hurray,  C.  R.  S. 
Naeld,  J. 
NaTiU<.R. 
Newport,  Viael. 


IlilUborough,  Eari  of     Nidioll,  M.  hon,  J. 
Norreys,  Lord 


HodgMO,  R. 
Hogg,  J.  W. 
Holme*,  bon.  W.  A. 
Hope,  boD.  C. 
Hope,  A. 
Hope,  G.W. 
Hornby,  J. 
Houldsworth.T. 
Hughes,  W.B. 
HuMej.T. 
logealr*,  ViMit. 
lDiiit,SiTR.H. 

jamei.  Sir  W.  C. 

Jermyn,  Earl 
Johnitooe,  Sir  J. 
Jolliffe.  Sir  W.  O.  II. 
Jones,  C  apt. 
Kelbutne,  Viscl. 
Kembte,  II. 

KnatchbuU,rt.hn.SitE    Rashleigh,  W. 
Knight.  H.  G.  Reid,  SirJ.R, 

Knight,  F.  W.  ----- 

Knighlley.  Sir  C. 
LascelleSfhon.  W.  S. 
C.  E. 


Northland,  Visct. 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
Owen,  Sir  J. 
Packe^C.  W. 
Pagel,  Lord  W. 
Palmer,  B. 
Patten,  J   W, 
Peel,  rt.  bon.  Sir  H. 

PMnbcrtDB,T. 
Peanut,  bon.  C«L 
FigotiStf  R. 
Ptumptte,  J.  P. 
PblUn,P. 
Pol1o(^,8lrF. 
Powell,  Col. 

Uamsay,  W.  R. 


Richards,  R. 


Lawion,  A. 

Legh.G.C. 
Leicester,  Earl  nf 
Lennox,  T.ord  A. 
Liddelt.  lion.  H.T. 
Lincoln,  i^rt  of 
Loi^but,  W. 
L«ig,W. 
Lowdiw.J.H. 
Lowther,  hon.  Col. 
tydUO. 

hod-Oen. 


It«se,  rl.  hon.  Sir  0  • 
Roaiid,  C.  G. 
Raand,J. 
Horn,  nan.  Capl. 
Rnibbrooke,  Col. 
BaMctltC. 
RimmU.  J.  D.  W. 
Ryder,  hon.  G.  D. 


izss; 


T. 


SaadoB,  Viict. 
SevlatUhon.  R.C. 

Shaw,  rt.  hon.  F. 
Stieppard,  T. 
Shirley,  E.  J. 
Sbhtay.  B.  P. 
SiUkorp,  Col. 
SaiA,  A. 


^/J 


r} 


iaeriut,  Sr  H. 
imrraf—  vat.  O. 
tefjl^z,  A. 
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r:ia-, 


"BTiusL.  bar  J.  r^ 


Scur-  H  C- 
Su::^:a-  uvt   H.  M 

Tuuil;ikil,  M.'.  Alt 
T^jiiMKa*,  UL.  F  J 

Tfwjkf  yg  f.  'A". 

Tf^.i'JC*,  Si?  J. 
T~.«r,  J. 

7Tr-»U^  *iu-  i.  7 

Patrtd  if  ( 
Bftrrv!,Sv  H. 

Bcti^ii7.  C«;c.  Ll.  F. 

hiL:£^*jt  IK-'  IL 

l>nx,  E 
Lhujlu,  F. 
FMildn,  J. 
Frt»A,  F. 
Oa;<,  T. 
0-.^%  Sir  J. 

Hfjmi^,  P. 
ll&«ud,bM.C»pt.Ff. 

J/>.r.ft>&«:,  A. 

Lc<^.  J. 
MftMrr,  V. 
Mau>,  v^.  F. 
MoratoG,  J. 

O'Cobor,  D. 
Oiwk^i.  J. 

Pb;!!f«CAU,  J. 
Fi?ot,  It. 
Fo»*  1,  C. 
Fow*^,  J. 
Ke<if^i'l(Hi,  T. 

Ku%  4:.!,  l^rd  J. 

Hur«^;«,  J. 

Sh«ril.  rt.  hem.  K. 

SorrifTTiIle,  Sir  W. 

Stock,  I  Jr. 

Troi«-.f  ••Jg«r,'*ii  T  ,  bl 

luitr,  11    M 

\  ifuri,  Capt    H. 


M(' 


"Li»a.   1*-JI 


1     ^ 


F 

u:i5*T.  H. 

Ssrir:*^-:.  <^  if, 

B^.-ie'.-S  .-  F. 
D=-,rt,  A. 

Kerr2»:&,  >.r  L. 
Gv:«,  (Jrwmbw 
Ajeiiadtfy  21. 

InoD,  S. 

Ad  are.  Card 

Codric|iori,  C.  W. 
OsRliiczk,  Lord 
Vert,  Sir  C  B. 
So:t,  bx:.  F. 
C^tnon,  Lord  F. 
\^  vnn.  Sir  W. 
S4t\i,  J. 
Fk^-Mr.  G. 
Kirk,  P. 

ri-.wr.g-V.t.  W.  H. 
Mk'  on.  Ix:d 
Jxt.vr.  Lord 
Ktrr,'  U. 
V«ty,  ^.Offl.  T. 
M'jd^ior.,  F. 

<"</.•-,  hoD.  A. 

(jf^rit,  S.r  %. 
lyjpKZ,  >  r  R. 

<  MiMoptitr,  K.  A. 

<  ooie,  S  r  C 
^oineriob.  Lord 
CoiiOli),  Col 
PUdU.'m   hou.  J 
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Her  Mj^tfty  is  sor^y  to 


c^«rauoBs  ia  Affz 
-  lief  Mi^esty  has  i:« 
;o  rccord.2|  Let  hij;fc  tease  of  te 
wLidb  '.Woe  operfttxx»  kive 
Lod  of  the  cwmw  i  aad 
'm«s  maailiesied  bj  tLe  Earopea 

*  Trie  Rpenonty  of  ber  Miiaij*s 

.  'j«^i  ettkbiis^cd  by  decissre 

1  ber&*io6  of  Ler  M^iesty's  sJ^Kto 
^eli  la  capcrlty,  ^ad  for  wboa  h( 
fell  :>je  de^**»«  *■*»*■*■  * 


T&ej  h»Tir.g  bees  read,  tlwMbk  Daka 
prrioeeded  to  nv,  Mj  Loidt,  I  riw.  m 
purfoance  of  notice  I  hire  already  givca 
your  Lordshipt,  to  ask  tout  ascnt  to  a 
moiioo,  ibe  tennt  of  which  I  had  the 
honour  of  placiog  on  yoar  LocdAipir 
Table  00  Thursday  last.  In  callmg  yomw 
Lordsiiips*  aitentioo  for  a  short  tiaK  to 
the  subject  of  that  motion,  I  \mf  to  stale 
I  hat  it  IS  my  intention  to  aroid  adfcrth^ 
!o  aijy  maiter  not  siriclly  connacted  wiik 
\\i^  milifary  preparations  of  oar  army  m 
Afghanistan,  except  so  far  as  to  adfwt  to 
ctrfaiu  btsiorical  Bian«rs  contaioad  ia  tho 
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Affghan  Wair*-^ 
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ValitfTkmki. 
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papers  on  your  Lordships'  Tables  in  re- 
lation to  antecedent  circumstances,  in 
order  to  elucidate  the  particular  traosac- 
tions  to  which  it  will  be  fiif  duty  to  call 
jour  Lordships'  attention.  My  Lords,  the 
papers  on  your  Table  show-^and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  on  that  point — that  there 
existed  throughout  AiTghanistan  disturb- 
ances in  the  course  of  the  year  1841,  not 
only  to  the  north  and  east  of  the  city  of 
Cabui,  but  likewise  to  the  north  and  west  of 
Cabul,  and  not  only  to  the  south  of  Cabul, 
but  at  Candahar,  and  e?en  to  the  south  of 
Candahar.  In  short,  my  Lords,  tt  it  im- 
possible to  peruse  those  papers  and  not  to 
see  that  the  whole  country  was  disturbed, 
and  that  it  would  ha?e  been  impossible  to 
mo?e  troops  in  small  numbers  from  one 
part  of  the  country  to  another,  without 
coming  into  collision  with  an  enemy,  nor 
without  great  probabiliihf  of  the  troops  so 
employed  being  cut  ofL  Indeed,  there 
are  accounts,  in  some  of  those  letters,  of 
detachments  on  their  march  to  Cabul  that 
were  cut  off  and  totally  massacred ;  and 
on  one  occasion  it  even  became  neoetliary 
to  abandon  one  of  our  military  posts  to 
the  insurgents.  In  short,  the  whole  coun* 
try  was  in  a  state  of  insurrection  and  die. 
turbance.  In  all  parts  of  the  country 
there  were  distubanoes  and  iniurreotidni, 
which  had  totally  put  an  efid  to  ail  earn- 
munication  between  the  different  parts  of 
the  country,  except  under  the  protection 
of  large  bodies  of  troops.  Under  tbeee 
circumstances  the  insurrection  broke  out 
at  the  city  of  Cabal;  but,  my  Lords, 
before  I  say  a  few  words  on  that  part  of 
the  subject,  I  with  to  remind  your  Lord-' 
ships  that  only  a  part  of  the  troops  were 
stationed  at  Cabul,  for  the  protection  of 
the  seat  of  Gorernment  and  of  the  head* 
quarters  of  the  army^  A  large  detach* 
ment  had  moved,  under  the  command  of 
General  Sir  Robert  Sale,  to  suppress  the 
insurrection  in  what  are  called  the  soath- 
eastern  provinces.  My  Lords,  before 
General  Sale  had  made  one  march  be 
found  himself  engaged  with  formidable 
forces,  and  was  himself  wounded.  Never* 
theless,  he  continued  his  operations.  Dat 
after  day  hi  was  attacked  in  flank  as  wefi 
as  in  front,  and  your  Lordships  will  see  by 
his  own  despatches  bow  gallant  must 
have  been  the.behaviour  of  himself,  of  bis 
officers,  and  of  the  troops  under  his  com*^ 
mand.  The  general  in  command  at  Cabsl 
found  it  necessary  to  recall  General  Sale 
and  order  him  to  return  10  Cabul.    Thi 


general  in  coasmaod   found  there  was> 
every  probability  of  his  being  pressed  ia 
the  absence  of  the  force  he  nii  sent  to 
suppress  the  insttrrectioo,  and  keep  open 
his  communication  with  Hindostan.    Bot 
General  Sale  fonnd  himself  in  do  sitoatkm 
to  obey  this  order*  owing  to  the  nambeff 
of  his  wounded  and  sick,  and  owing  to 
the  total  want  of  means  for  their  cos- 
veyance.     He  found  himself  in  conso* 
qoence  under  the  necessity  of  declining 
to  return  to  Cabol ;  for  be  saw  that  if  be 
had  done  so,  he  most  at  least  have  aban* 
doned  500  of  his  wounded^   He  continoed 
his  operations,  however,  day  after  day,  in 
the  intention  of  reaetaing  Jelhdabad,  aod« 
as  I  shall  presently  Show  to  yoor  Lord« 
ships,  be  establish^  himself  at  Jellalataid 
in  a  short  time  after  he  had  marched  from 
CabuL    But,  my  Lords,  h  mast  not  be 
supposed  that  while  marching  tbroogfa  tiM 
country  with  a  cdnsideraUe  force  Oeoeral 
Sale  was  able  to  stfppreM  the  immrreeHoB. 
The  insurgents  continoed  to  aitaek  the 
posts  occupied  by  the  8bah*s  troo|ia,  and 
by  our  troops,  tbroogbout  the  vallevs  and 
passes  leadmg  flfom  Cabul  to  Jdlahbad  i 
and  it  is  a  corioos  clreaaaMmoa,  that 
some  of  those  very  feroea  which  seised  the 
posts  that  Qenm  Sale  and  bia  bravo 
troops  were  under  the  oeoeasity  of  altaek* 
ing,  were  plaeed  in  that  ne^bowrhood 
onder  tho  direetioa  of  soma  of  Ibo  Doo-' 
ranae  aoUomao,  to  give  soeooor  to  thi 
Shali'e  goifaroBnent  ami  tfaMpllitjr  to  Uio 
coootry,  aad  to  eaabia  t^  «my  to  oaa 
tlMMo  falleya  As  a  msans  of  eamammt' 
catioo.    My  Lords,  I  OMaa  to  lafar  to 
those  papers  ao  fo  only  aa  auiy  ba  naeeai 
sary  to  show  the  real  stata  of  the  oomtvy 
at  the  bieakiog  oot  of  Una  iasarieetiOft, 
beoattsa  it  wtti   throw  aoBM  light  on 
the  events  that  followed*    Geoaral  Sab 
marehed  about  the  14th  of  OetMiert  aad 
on  the  3d  of  IMvember  the  inanmetioo 
broke  ont  at  OabnL    The  booea  of  Sir 
Aleiandev  Bnrnos  was  attacked,  and  bo 
bimeelfffaanwrdered.    Several  other  oS* 
eers  weft  also  snrprised  and  nnidmd,  and 
the  storse  in  the  town  ware  asiaed  and 
plundered.    Thapay^offiea  waa  attaokod 
and  plondered.    Vtom  that  tidM  forwaid 
the  msurreetioniata  were  active  and  the 
eoatasts  wero  oOntinaai*     Beaidea  tho 
tinops  fai  the  eantonmenta  at  Cabol,  thaiw 
was  a  caAip  on  the  ba^ta  on  thaoj^posito 
skle  of  the  river,  whwh  waa  brokon  np 
afWr  tho  insnrreotioo  conwienosd,  and 
patt  of  the  iioopa  weta  aant  to  the  altadel 
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of  Bala  Hissar.  After  that  detachment 
had  been  sent  out,  the  troops  which  were 
left  behind  were  barely  sufficient  to  hold 
that  post.  The  stores  destined  for  the 
provisions  of  the  troops  were  outside  the 
cantonments,  and  the  works  by  which  they 
were  defended,  being  unfinished,  rendered 
their  defence  difficult  and  extremely  doubt- 
ful. The  troops  in  the  cantonments  were 
attacked,  as  it  appears,  immediately  after 
the  affair  in  the  city  on  the  3d  of  Novem- 
ber, when  Sir  Alexander  Burnes  and  other 
European  officers  were  killed.  An  attempt 
was  made,  by  the  Shah's  desire,  to  get 
the  better  of  the  insurrection,  but  the 
troops  were  beaten  back,  and  obliged  to 
retire  on  the  Bala  Hissar.  The  contest 
continued  between  the  troops  in  the  can- 
tonments and  the  insurgents  in  the  city. 
All  communication  with  the  interior  of 
the  country  was  cut  off;  no  forage  could 
be  got  for  the  animals  attending  the  army 
for  the  conveyance  of  stores  and  artillery, 
and  attacks  were  made,  without  intermis- 
sion, day  and  night,  so  that  the  troops 
were  obliged  to  be  continually  under  arms, 
day  after  day,  and  night  after  night, 
and  indeed  the  whole  garrison  was  obliged 
to  be  constantly  under  arms.  They  could 
have  no  relaxation  or  repose.  The  com- 
missariat was  not  placed  in  cantonment, 
but  was  in  a  dismantled  fort  at  a  distance 
from  it,  which  was  immediately  under  the 
fire  of  a  strong  force,  stationed  in  a  place 
called  the  King's  Gardens,  at  that  time  in 
the  possession  of  the  insurgents.  It  was, 
therefore,  impossible  for  the  army  in  the 
cantonment  to  communicate  with  the  com- 
missariat. Attempts  were  made  to  effect 
a  communication,  but  it  was  found  impos- 
sible to  succeed  in  those  attempts.  The 
contest  continued  day  after  day,  for  the 
purpose,  if  possible,  of  carrying  supplies  of 
food  and  forage  over  to  the  troops  in  can- 
tonments. As  happens  always  under  such 
circumstances,  by  degrees  the  men  lost 
their  spirits.  They  lost  those  spirits  which 
generally  accompany  strength  of  body, 
they  lost  their  habits  of  subordination  and 
discipline;  indeed,  it  appears  clearly  from 
the  papers  on  the  Table  that  tlie  discipline 
and  subordination  of  the  army  were  com- 
pletely gone.  The  animals  lielonging  to 
the  army  were  famished,  and,  upon  the 
whole,  never  were  men  in  a  worse  situa- 
tion than  that  in  which  this  bo<ly  was 
placed  in  Deceml)er,  liitle  more  than  a 
month  after  the  insurrection  had  broken 
out,  and   the  attack  was  made  u|K)n  (he 


house  of  Sir  Alexander  Bums,  and  he  and 
other  officers  had  been  murdered.  It  wu 
thought  proper  at  that  time  to  open  nego« 
tiations  with  those  who  were  undenlooa  to 
be  at  the  head  of  the  insurrection,  nnd  lo 
guide  the  parties  opposed  to  oar  troope, 
and  (as  it  then  appeared)  to  their  own 
sovereign.  In  the  course  of  their  negolin* 
tions  the  gentleman  who  conducted  them 
—the  Minister  of  the  British  GoTemment 
to  the  Shah  Soojah — had  occasion  to  have 
an  interview  with  the  person  to  whom  he 
was  treating,  and  that  gentleman  wai 
murdered  in  the  most  treacherous  manner. 
Notwithstanding  this  murder,  and  the 
circumstances  by  which  it  was  accom- 
panied—  notwithstanding  the  treachery 
and  breach  of  engagement  which  marked 
it--the  negotiation  was  continued  for  the 
evacuation  of  the  cantonment,  and  for  the 
march  of  the  troops  back  to  Hindostan. 
My  Lords,  the  disorganization  of  the  armj 
had  already  commenced ;  but  the  dis* 
couragement  and  want  of  confidence  of 
the  troops  in  their  leaders  were  increaied 
by  these  negotiations  for  the  surrender 
of  all  for  which  the  army  had  been  called 
on  to  make  such  great  efforts^  and  to 
endure  so  many  miseries,  inflicted  by 
the  severity  of  the  climate  and  the  want 
of  food.  Their  discouragement  was  in* 
creased,  I  say,  by  these  negotiations. 
which  concluded  in  an  agreement  that 
the  troops  should  evacuate  the  canton- 
ments, and  should  proceed  on  their  march 
back  into  Hindostan  at  a  certain  time,  and 
a  promise  was  made  by  the  other  party 
that  stores  of  provisions,  and  the  means  of 
conveyance,  would  be  supplied,  to  enable 
the  army  to  make  the  movement.  My 
Lords,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  when  inquiry 
came  to  be  made  into  the  manner  in  which 
the  troops  were  to  be  marched  from  the 
cantonment,  they  were  not  in  a  state  of 
discipline,  subordination,  and  order,  to 
enable  them  to  execute  the  movements 
which  they  were  ordered  to  make.  With* 
out  discipline  or  order,  without  confidence 
in  their  officers,  I  can  hardly  call  them 
more  tlian  a  mob  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  and  in  fact  they  were  almost  driven 
out  of  their  cantonment  by  fte  mob  of 
Cabul,  anxious  for  plunder.  In  this  state 
they  were  followed,  hour  after  hour,  day 
after  night,  and  night  after  day,  in  a  mass 
in  which  no  order  could  be  distinguished, 
armed  men  mixed  with  camp  followers 
and  women,  and  fired  at  from  every  direc* 
lion,     notwitliManding    the    cngagemeni 
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made  for  their  protection,  having  no  means 
for  the  coHYeyance  of  the  sick,  no  provi- 
sions, scarcely  any  clothing  to  shield  them 
against  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
and  this  continued  as  long  as  the  human 
frame  was  capable  of  enduring  such  hard- 
ships. The  whole  body  became  more  and 
more  disorganized.  The  women  were  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  chief  who  had  negoti- 
ated for  the  march  of  the  army,  and  had 
engaged  to  provide  for  their  security  and 
support  duiing  the  march.  After  the 
women  and  some  of  the  officers  had  been 
given  up  to  him  ;  others  were  taken  pri- 
soners ;  and^  in  short,  my  Lords,  this  dis- 
tressing march  continued  till  every  one 
belonging  to  the  army  had  either  been 
killed  or  taken  prisoner,  except  one,  a 
medical  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Dr. 
Brydon,  who  succeeded  in  reaching  Jella- 
labad.  Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  outline  of 
these  distressing  events.  It  is  very  true, 
that  there  is  no  official  account  of  these 
transactions ;  accounts  of  them  have 
reached  the  Indian  Government  in  private 
correspondence,  extracts  of  letters,  and 
other  papers  of  that  description,  which, 
however  correct  may  be  the  statements 
they  contain,  cannot  be  treated  as  official 
documents.  It  is  not  my  wish  to  impute 
blame  to  anybody  on  account  of  these 
misfortunes.  Inquiries  respecting  them 
have  been  ordered  to  be  instituted  in 
India;  these  inquiries  were  commenced 
by  the  late  Government,  and  have  been 
continued  by  the  existing  Government. 
I  have  not  yet  heard  what  is  the  result  of 
the  investigation^  but  I  really  believe  it 
will  be  found  that  the  statement  which  I 
have  made  to  your  Lordships  is  as  nearly 
the  truth  as  possible.  The  officer  who 
commanded  the  troops,  certainly,  in  the 
first  instance,  had  not  the  power  to  take 
measures  which  might  have  prevented  the 
misfortunes  which  I  have  described.  He  was 
very  ill  at  the  time,  and  the  injuries  which 
he  subsequently  sustained  by  a  fall  from 
his  horse,  rendered  him  incapable  of  mak- 
ing exertions  which  were  necessary  to  re- 
medy the  evils  which  arose.  I  must  say, 
that  after  the  first  few  days,  and  more 
particularly  after  negotiations  were  com- 
menced for  the  surrender  of  the  citadel, 
which  were  carried  on  by  the  gentlemen  at 
the  head  of  the  British  military  and  civil 
affairs  in  Cabul,  it  would  have  been 
quite  hopeless  to  expect  that  our  forces 
could  have  been  able  to  retain  their 
position  in  that  country.  The  negotiatioii 
VOL.  LXVI.    {JSJ} 


aggravated  all  the  evils  of  their  position* 
and  that  sooner  or  later  some  great  efibrt 
must  have  been  made  to  remove  our  troops 
out  of  the  country.  I  must  do  the  Go- 
vernment which  existed  at  the  time  in  In- 
dia the  justice  to  say,  that  after  the  mis- 
fortune which  befel  our  army  every  effort 
was  made  to  collect  troops,  and  to  take 
measures  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  gar- 
rison, which,  by  its  own  bravery  and  good 
conduct,  had  established  itself  at  JelTala- 
bad,  and  likewise  to  protect  and  save  the 
other  garrisons  and  troops,  which  were  still 
in  the  Affghan  country.  The  present  Go* 
vernor*general,  I  understand,  landed  in 
India  on  the  28th  of  Februarv*  1842,  and 
it  appears  that  he  gave  bis  nrst  orders  in 
respect  of  these  transactions  on  the  15th 
of  March.  Great  difficulties  were  expe- 
rienced in  carrying  into  ezecotion  the 
measures  ordered  by  the  former  govern- 
ment for  directing  troops  on  the  Indtu^ 
with  a  view  to  the  relief  of  the  troope 
still  remaining  in  the  ASghuu  territory, 
owing  to  the  want  of  the  means  of  con* 
veyance  for  the  provisions,  ammunitmn, 
treasure,  and  other  articles  which  were  to 
be  carried,  and  without  which  it  would 
have  been  useless  to  attempt  to  relieve 
any  of  the  garrisons  or  troops.  These 
difficulties  were  to  be  attributed  to  many 
causes,  and,  among  others,  to  the  vast  lose 
of  the  animals  used  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  burthens  throoghoot  the  war, 
whk:h  had  then  existed  for  two  or  three 
years,  and  to  the  vast  sla,aghter  and  de- 
struction of  the  persons  who  attended 
upon  and  drove  those  animals.  It  unfor- 
tunately happened,  also,  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  agreed  to  hire  the  animals 
which  were  to  be  employed  in  earryiog 
those  things  which  were  necesserv  for  the 
garrisons  and  troops  in  Affghanistan,  in- 
stead of  purchasing  them,  and  hiring  per- 
sons to  take  care  of  and  drive  them.  I 
have  served  in  India,  and  I  know  that  a 
diflference  of  opinion  prevaiii  as' to  which 
is  the  best  course  to  pursue,  whedier  lo 
hire  the  camels  or  to  purchase  them ;  per- 
haps, in  some  parts  of  the  country,  it  mej 
be  desirable  to  take  the  camels  and  their 
driven  on  hire,  and  in  others  it  may  be 
desirable  to  purchase  camds  for  the  uae 
of  the  state,  and  to  hire  persons  to  drivo 
them.  However  that  may  oe,  it  is  evident 
that  the  error  in  these  tnmaactioos  wae 
this,  that  the  camels,  bein|  taken  on  hvrt 
were  hired  to  go  to  Jellalmd,and  no  tu* 
\  ther.  The  camels  were  knoekM  np  at 
»0 
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Peshawur,  or  the  drivers  did  not  choose 
to  go  further,  and  the  consequence  was, 
that  there  were  no  means  of  conveying 
the  ammunition,  provisions,  and  other  ne- 
cessaries beyond  Peshawur.  No  advance 
of  money,  no  promises,  no  temptation 
that  could  be  held  out  could  induce  the 
camel  drivers  to  advance  beyond  that 
point,  and  thus  the  efforts  which  had  been 
made  to  relieve  the  garrison  at  Jellalabad 
were  frustrated.  General  Nott,  who  had 
so  gallantly  taken  possession  of  Candahar, 
was,  in  the  mean  time,  doing  everything 
to  defend  himself  and  the  troops  under 
his  command  in  that  position  ;  but  it  was 
impossible  to  get  him  to  move,  not  alone 
on  account  of  the  military  difficulties  of 
the  country,  which  was  well  defended  by 
the  armed  inhabitants,  and  which  has,  at 
all  times,  been  the  great  feature  of  defence 
in  that  territory,  but  also  because,  even  if 
the  country  had  been  open,  he  could  not 
stir  for  want  of  the  means  of  conveyance 
for  ammunition  and  stores.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  Governor-general  in 
council  issued  an  order  on  the  I5th  of 
March,  in  which  he  declared  what  his  in- 
tentions were  with  respect  to  the  relief  of 
the  garrisons  and  other  operations  to  be 
carried  on  in  Affghanistan.  The  first 
operation  was  with  respect  to  the  troops 
collected  at  Peshawur — collected  as  fast 
as  they  could  be  collected  both  by  the 
preceding  and  the  existing  Government. 
The  existing  Government  turned  its  im- 
mediate attention  to  furnishing  those 
troops  with  the  means  of  conveyance.  It 
was  found  that  the  troops  could  not  move 
until  the  end  of  the  month  of  March,  and, 
in  point  of  fact,  our  force  entered  the 
Khyber  Pass  on  the  Gth  of  April,  and 
arrived  in  due  course  of  time  at  Jellalabad, 
where  they  formed  a  junction  with  General 
Sale.  It  is  but  justice  to  Major-Cieneral 
Sale  to  state  that  he  had  with  great  la- 
bour and  skill  fortified  his  post  at  Jellala- 
bad, that  he  made  repeated  sorties,  in 
which  he  drove  back  the  onemy,  and  that 
on  the  Ci\\\  of  April,  before  he  was  joined 
by  the  reinforcenicnts  from  Peshawur,  he 
made  anotht'r  sucrcsitfiil  soriic  against  the 
enemy,  who  had  come  down  with  his 
whole  force,  with  the  intention  of  attack- 
ing Jrllalahad.  (i«>ncral  Sale  attacked 
tlif*  r't)cniy*R  camp  on  ihe  filh  of  April, 
and  trained  a  coniplptc  victory,  takini; 
pnRSi  ssion  ot  all  the  ('nprny**^  r.innun  and 
sio'es.  TlnH  Genrrul  S-.ile  nlicvi'd  liim- 
»eK,     and     <ienerdl     L'olluck     mar' hing 


through  the  Khyber  Ptit,  aooording  lo 
orders,  arrived  at  Jellalabad.  This  was 
the  first  operation  that  was  perfonncd. 
But  though  the  garrison  at  Jellslabsd  wis 
relieved,  there  were  still  other  ysirisoiis 
without  the  means  of  communicstiDg  with 
Hindostan,  or  with  other  posts  beloDgisg 
to  the  British  army,  and  which  wers  not 
secure  against  the  evils  which  had  befslba 
our  troops  at  Cabul.  There  was  s  con- 
siderable force  at  Candahar,  a  saflfeient 
garrison  at  Ghuznee,  another  garrison  at 
Khelat-i-Ghilzie,  and  another  at  Qoetta. 
Now,  the  object  must  have  beea,  it  thai 
time,  to  secure  communications  with  all 
those  posts,  for,  whatever  might  be  in- 
tended in  respect  to  future  connectioa  bo- 
tween  the  British  power  and  the  ASgfaaa 
country,  it  was  indispensable  that,  at  loasl, 
the  troops  then  in  the  country  shoald  be 
placed  in  safety.  For  my  part,  being  at 
that  time  a  Member  of  her  Majesty's 
Council,  that  which  I  felt  to  be  necessary 
above  all  things,  was  to  secure  commaniea- 
tions  with  all  our  troops  in  Affgbsnistan, 
and,  if  possible,  to  bring  off  all  the  gar- 
risons and  the  prisoners ;  and,  I  confesi, 
I  thought  that  if  those  objects  conM 
be  accomplished,  everything  would  be 
done  which  could  be  required  for  the' 
honour  and  character  of  the  country. 
The  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  India  continued  bis  efforts  lo 
effect  these  objects.  The  garrison  at  Can* 
dahar,  the  force  under  General  Sale  at 
Jellalabad,  and  the  troops  under  General 
Pollock,  which  had  joined  him  there;  the 
garrison  at  Quetta,  and  the  detachnwnt 
under  General  England,  were  all  equally 
without  the  means  of  conveyance  for  the 
ammunition  and  other  things  esiential  lo 
the  movement  of  an  army.  The  Gofemor- 
general  continued  his  efforts  to  supply  the 
means  of  conveyance.  If  yoar  Loraihtps 
will  take  the  trouble  to  look  through  the 
volume  of  papers,  you  will  see  what  efforts 
the  Governor-general  made  to  this  end  : 
you  will  perceive  that  he  was  in  constant 
correspondence  with  all  manner  of  persons 
who  could  aid  and  assist  him  in  his  ob- 
ject ;  you  will  find  that  he  was  in  con- 
stant correspondence  with  tlie  oflfeeis 
comman<iini;  in  the  Aff>;han  territory, 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining  what  they 
wanted,  and  what  progress  was  made  in 
Mipplying  their  w.mts.  Your  Lordships 
will  I  ike  wist'  percuvt*,  that  the  Govemor- 
i^eniTal  wu>  also  in  rurrr^pondrnce  with 
those  othccrs,   in    ordei   10   ascertain  at 
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what  period  it  would  be  most  eipedient, 
with  reference  to  the  health  and  efficiency 
of  the  troops,  for  them  to  retire  from 
Affghanistan.  The  Goveroor-general  ob« 
taioed  the  officers'  optoions  on  that  sob* 
jecty  and  as  early  as  the  i5th  of  March, 
the  noble  Lord  indicated  clearly  his  in- 
tention not  to  embark  again  in  the  re«^:on- 
quest  of  the  country,  however  desirous  he 
might  be  to  make  it  felt  that  the  British 
power  had  the  means  of  avenging  any  in* 
jury  which  might  be  inflicted  upon  it.  I 
mention  that  circumstance,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  any  political  discos* 
sion,  but  only  because  it  is  a  fact  mate- 
rial  to  be  known  in  the  progress  of  my 
narrative.  On  the  19th  of  April,  the 
Governor-general  having  then  obtained 
further  information  with  respect  to  the 
wants  of  the  several  armies  in  AfTghan*. 
istan,  and  having  just  received  an  ac« 
count  of  the  failure  of  one  detachment, 
under  General  England,  in  an  attempt  to 
reach  Candahar  by  the  Khojuk  Pass;  and 
being  sensible  of  the  mischief  which  must 
result  from  the  want  of  communication 
between  the  several  bodies  of  troops  in 
Afghanistan  and  the  Government  in  Hin« 
doostan,  and  with  each  other,  directed  that 
the  generals  commanding  at  Candahar, 
Jellalabad,  and  elsewhere  should  turn  their 
attention  seriously  to  the  withdrawal  of 
their  troops  at  the  period  at  which  it 
should  appear  most  reasonable  to  do  so, 
with  the  least  inconvenience  to  the  troops* 
and  in  the  manner  most  likelv  to  tend  to 
the  preservation  of  their  health  and  effi- 
ciency ;  for,  my  Lords,  the  climate  in 
some  districts  of  that  country  is  such 
that  iu  winter,  troops  cannot  be  exposed 
to  it — in  others,  rains  are  likely  to  im- 
pede the  progress  and  injure  the  health  of 
an  army.  Under  these  circumstanceSt  the 
Governor-general,  on  the  19th  of  April, 
gave  directions  for  the  withdrawal  of  the 
garrisons  from  Candahar  and  Khelat-i- 
Ghilzie.  It  appears  from  the  corres* 
pondence  that  the  generals  commanding 
those  troops  were  otopinion  that  it  wo«Id 
not  be  expedient,  with  reference  to  the 
health  and  efficiency  of  the  troops,  even 
supposing  they  were  supplied  with  the 
means  of  conveyance,  to  retire  until  the 
month  of  October.  The  Goverooiwgeneral 
then  issued  instructions  to  General  Nott, 
the  officer  in  command  of  the  troopn  at 
Candahar ;  which  instrnotiona,  I  moat 
say,  are  some  of  the  handsomest  I  have 
ever  seen  given  by  any  astbority  lo  My 


officer  whatever.  I  have  been  employed 
on  many  occasions,  and  have,  of  eourse, 
received  varioue  instructions  given  under 
circumstances  of  difficulty;  but  I  muat 
say  that  T  never  saw  any  instructkms  mone 
handsome  and  fair  towards  the  individual 
who  waa  to  carry  them  into  execution, 
than  those  written  by  Lord  Ellenborough 
to  General  Nott.  1  must  also  do  General 
Nott  the  justice  to  say,  that  he  accepted 
the  instructions  most  gallantly,  and  carried 
them  into  execution  with  equal  decision 
and  gallantry.  I  honour  him  for  it*  He 
made  no  difficulty  about  the  instructions : 
he  took  time  to  consideri  as  he  ought  to 
have  done ;  and,  having  so  taken  time  to 
consider,  he  accepted  tbeinstructionSt  aad 
carried  them  into  execution.  The  trans* 
action  is  equally  honourable  to  both  paiw 
ties;  and  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  be 
induced  to  give  your  thanks  both  to  tlm 
author  of  the  instructions  and  to  the  gal* 
lant  officer  who  carried  them  into  execu- 
tion. Under  his  instructions  General  Nolt, 
who  had  been  twice  engaged  with  the 
enemy  at  Candahar,  and  defeated  him 
on^  each  occasion,  marched  out  on  ibe 
1 0th  of  August,  and  be  again  defeated  the 
enemy,  though  greatly  superior  in  forae  to 
his  own  army.  The  gallant  feneral  pur- 
sued the  enemy  lo  Oboxoee,  whero  tboy 
posted  themselvea  oo  the  heMits«  under 
the  protection  of  the  fire  of  that  Cartraaa* 
On  eoming  up  with  the  entmv  in  thin  po« 
sition,  General  Nott  atlaekcd  aod  agaia 
defeated  them.  He  then  atlMiked  Iho 
fortifieationa  and  citadel  of  Gbuaneei  and 
obtained  poascsaioa  of  then  On  tht  8tb  of 
September.  In  the  Hseantimey  the  Oo« 
▼ernor-general  waa  in  corrwpoodenoe 
with  General  Pollock  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  JellalabaiL  That  general  had 
been  supplied  with  means  for  eonveyiof 
his  provisiona,  ammonitioiu  and  every^ 
thing  he  raquired  to  enable  him  to  nsove 
forward.  General  Polhieky  hating  aeni 
detachments  against  some  of  the  cbiefii 
who  oecopied  castles  between  Jellalabad 
and  the  Khvber  Pess  on  the  one  sMe,  flmd 
between  Jellalabad  and  Cabul  on  the  odter, 
was  enabkd  to  advance  on  Cabnl.  He 
moved  forward,  and  in  that  very  falle|  ia 
which,  as  I  have  stated  to  your  Lordshipei 
oar  people  bad  foraserly  been  maasaorad 
on  retiring  from  Cabot,  he  gained  a  viecory 
over  the  enem?.  He  followed  up  hh  uae^ 
cess,  and  contmoed  hia  attacks  opon  the 
enemy  day  alker  day,  nntil  be  nrrivod  it 
CSabuL  and  hoialnd  hia  standaid  on  the 
9Q9 
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E%lm   Huur  r,-.  tb<   l^th  of  S<p:«aber.    :-.f*^r:zii;*  Kal  ud 

krf  K-4  brr:h«r  G^n^ni  Nri,  who  hii  '"TU:  :i-*  Haae  doth  hipily 
m*icfc-fl  cc.  ribcl  arter  hif  nz,  as  I  be- !  «:i=^--?«  lae  iilocr  and  padoit 
fore  sui€^.  uken  and  d;:5-oy«l  the  rcr- ;  ,„  ^4-  -  ^^^  v^^^^  ^^J— ' 
ir«rt4  -::  Ohizo^.  Tba*  0  .1  gk.f  v.ctorc-«  .  .^^^^  errpui^ri  -  AffzfcanisL 
fofcei  ociite,  iri  ih*  rndti!-*  c:  S^pfrcnbe-,  ^x-r.e  -e  Kzn  i*i  to  tkca  by  the 
at  th*  ipot  T^ere  oor  jr^at  preT!oa«  dis-  ::  ta^  «*»cnl  co^pi.  w«  aii 
alter «  ccairL*i:c*»J.  Wteo  I  sfatc  to  ii*=  '"  J-*--"  ti^^Ani  behavKwr.** 
TOor  Ixrd'hip*  thai  ih^  GoTenKr-ie-.cri!  j  The  Earlcf  J««:cA2Ji«iTVBtURd,«i 
landed  io  lidia  cri  the  2Stri  '.f  February  ;  ■  r&Iiu:taxi«:e.  tj> f«jl»ov tbe  noble  Di^e, 
ibat  be  gave  h'«  first  crier  relsii'«e  to  ^>  doinsr.  be  v-:4iid  id  the  first 
these  lr3n«acticns  oq  the  lo'b  ci'  Marc:. :  ai  kcovkd^e  the  TrmprnTr  jndirifiMi, 
and  that  brtween  tL^i  d^v  and  the  \^'.:iq\  impne&sire  tBancer  id  vhidb  the 
Sepletnber,  tFj^  ^r-»>a!  mist'ortnie  T^h.ch  jre  Duke  bad  brxigfat  the  subfect  beibi 
had  fuDered  was  thus  rer^.edied — I  think  I  I»rd«bips.  It  vas  a  Hibjccs  00  wUck  ke 
am  entrled  to  ask  of  ycur  lordships  this :  baring  been  connected  with  the  ihimiiJ 
that  her  Majesty,  having  expres^d  her  ap.  iogs,  naturally  felt  most  anxioiUL  Whihl 
probation  of  ti.ese  services  in  her  zracious  he  acknMwIedged  that  there  wis  aotkug  ia 
Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  Session,  yoir  ^^  *p*«:h  of  the  lioble  Duke  »Uck 
Lordships  will  support  her  Majfstv  ia'the '  s«n»i  ^  cast  Uame  on  bn,  ke  was 
•tepwhicb  she  ha*  taken.  I  hi»c  no:staled  '  anxi'>us  t..  pcnnt  out  what  bad  been  titt 
all.  Several  of  our  couuirvmrn  and  coun-  \  crmduct  of  the  Govemment  of  India duriw 
trrwomen  were  prisoDers  in  the  hands  of  t^'«  ^'""^  *>«  *"aJ  presided  orer  it  «i£ 
the  enem?.  Between  ihe  16ih  and  the  "*g^  ^  «*>»*  subject-  Tbe  noble  Didoe 
Mth  of  September,  all  those  prisonf-r*  ;  ^^^^^  all udtrd  to  t lie  disastrous  events  ef  the 
were  safe  in  the  hands  of  the  Biiii^h  ^re-  *a"'-  ^^  ^^^^  ^'^^i*^*  he  did  not  "  "  ' 
nerals.  Several  of  the  prisoners  had  been  ^"  P^  '°^  ^l  **^^'-  .Those  e 
delivered  bf  General  Noll  nt  C;huznee-  I  **»*^™  ">«^  ^^^^  *  calamity  wbicfc 
for  tberealio  acapitulation  had  bem  made    ^^^"  "P^"^  unexpectedly;  andbesiioQldMlj 


rithout  any  cause — without  any  pressure 


say — withuut  at  all  prejudging  tbe 


upon  the  officers  who  made  it  ;'  ud  tI.eT  ,  wbichmust become  toelsewl«*-tI«ttfc«y 
who  made  it  were  afterward*  cut  up  and  ^  ^f«  '"»*^'  *"«>>le,  and  able  am.  Under 
destroyed,  and   their  unfortanate  tVo^.p. !  j''"*    ""^'»"'*'*^'«    t^»    *— ' 


carried  into  captiTit;  and  sold  into  shverv.    ^^^    "P^°  ***"'    ^T.,  T"^ 
Thus,  in  les/than  six  months  f.om  .r.el'^'***  'f^n'W'd  at  Cabul  failed  to 
period  when  the  Go.erDor-general  landed  '-.  "*  ""'*'  '^ich  was  «)  fiitallr  dMaiW. 
Id  India,  and  issued  his  first  order  relaii.e  '  T^,  «»a«e««n«fcr  mquiir.  and upo.  tWa 

to  these  transactions.  erervH.ins  wa.  d  r.e  I  ""^  *''""''  jfL^j  T"!?" '  "?«  •'^"  "^t 
I  ■  .   ..  *     a'      \\  V        '  ^^<  ^^  tbe  bead  of  the  Government  nf 

which  the  mottsanc^uine  mind  could  I.  tve  1  ■  'i-      .  1  •     1  . J  .    t     *  - 

r         1  ^^         c  c  ^1  India,  he  was  advised  that  tbe  fbcce  then 

formed  an  expectation  of  for  remed\  nj;      »    />  u  1  ^t  J^      *T" 

..  1  I     •  r    .  1  -  I.   L    r        i  at    Cabul   was  more    than    sufficient  Inr 

the  evils  and  roi](fortunes  which  h.id  «»c-  .  ^1    ^  u    .       •    .    . 

...  w.         .  ,    any    emergency  that     could    be     biobed 

curred  .n  the  prcMOu.  December  ;,nd  f../.  and  th!t  he  wa*  cron  pre«ed  to^ 
January.     I  now  conclude  by  mo».n:j-        ,,^^  ^^  ^  ,^^j   ^^^^^    ^^^  ^^^   ^ 

"•n.attl,ct»,r,nl.,ofihi<Hou5eV^dTerio  ,.„»„  into  the  details  of  these  bubM 
the  r.Kbt  ».on.  I/.rd  KIU,.borou,'h.  (,o.er..ur.  i  ^.,.^.„^  ,,„t  ^e  re.iue^ed  their  TbH- 
Ken«rral  of  the  Briii5ti  po?>e*sion*  in   iIim  h.i*i      ,  .        ^  . ,  *  .     —^i^     a^wv- 

Ind.*-s,  for  il.«  ability  and  j.i.!-n,vni  ^rl. /!".I^  ^"  r..n<idor  the  embarrassing  no- 
whicli  the  rtsourct-.  ol  the  Bnii^h  empire  m  I  ^'""."  *"  ^'••*"  "*^  *as  when  tbe  diffi- 
India  ha*i-  r.t:.  II  applied  id  the  -upp'jri  ot  tl.e  ;  <*"ltio<  cnnsofjueiit  ufinn  them  werebffougbt 
mihiary  oper«itiom  in  Art'jhiniNt.in.  to  his   notice.     Three  or  four  months  be- 

"Thai  the  ihank^  of  ih:^  HouM.- ho  ji*'f-n  t.j  fun?  the  inti'llijence  i»f  the  outbreak  at 
M;ijor.<kn#:rnI  Sir  (i.M.r-.-  l»ollo«i.,  ti.C.lJ. :    (ahni    n  achrti    Calcutta,    be    had    sent 


_       ,    if 

ptan  and  niiiv#-.  lor  the  inirppidiiy,  "kill  ui.)  !  :iII"w»Ml.  havt"  nMnaiiie«l  in  India  and  liave 
pfr^evf-raiiip,  displayi-d  by  ihrni  in  ili*-  iitiii-  i  i^rapphd  inth  them,  but  \\\%  successor  vaa 
lary  operuuons  in  Atlghanistan,  and  for  tht-ir  I  <Mi  the  >eas,  and  all  lie  could  do  wat  to 
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provide  that  successor  with  the  best  means 
in  his  power  of  overcoming  those  difficulties. 
His  first  measure  was  to  send  across  the 
Sutlej,  as  a  reinforcement  to  Sir  R.  Sale, 
such  regiments  as  could  best  be  spared, 
amounting   (he  thought)  to  7,500  men. 
When  the  accounts  came  of  the  massacre 
of  Sir  W.   N'Naghten,  and  the  further 
difficulties  of  the  army,  that  force  had  been 
increased,  and  before  he  resigned  the  go- 
vernment 3,000  men  io  addition  were  oo 
their  march  to  Peshawur,  making  10,500 
in  the  whole,  with  which  force  General 
Pollock  had  been  able  ultimately  to  pene- 
trate the  Khyber  Pass>  and  to  assist  in 
carrying  through  those  great  and  admirable 
operations  which  the  noble  Duke  had  so 
well    described.    The    noble    Duke  had, 
without  ascribing  any  blame  personally  to 
him,  detailed  the  extent  of  the  difficulties 
attending  the  advance  of  the  force,  for 
want  of  cattle  and  the  means  of  carriage. 
He  believed  he  might  say,  that  hb  atten- 
tion had  been  often  attracted  to  this  6ub- 
ject,  and  that  not  fewer  than  6,000  camels 
had  been  attached  to  the  force.    But  as 
they  approached  the  scene  of  danger  their 
numbers  diminished.     Even  when  camels 
were  purchased  drivers  could  not  be  hired ; 
and  where  the  camels  were  our  own  the 
drivers  deserted^  and  they  deserted  also 
from  the  hired  camels,  and  it  was  only  by 
ofFeriog  high  rewards  that  General  Pol- 
lock  was  able  to  obtain   the   means  of 
carriage,  and  then  only  scantily  and  in- 
sufficiently.   The  same  thing  might  be 
said  of  General  Nott's  force  at  Candahar. 
Almost  immediately  before  the  outbreak 
he  had  from  three  to  four  regiments  sta- 
tioned away  from  Candahar,  in  Zemin- 
dawur,  at  Derawut,  and  at  Khelat-i-Ghil- 
zie,  all  requiring  camels  from  Candahar. 
The  regimental  camels,  carrjring  the  tents 
and  baggage  of  the  sepoys,  were  provided  by 
the  Government ;  the  commissariat  cameb 
were  hired  from  the  Affghans.     When  the 
outbreak  took  place,  the  camel  drivers  (tf 
the  country  deserted,  and  the  contractors 
retired.     He^  however,  had  lost  no  time  in 
exerting  himself  to  affi)rd  General  Nott 
the  means  of  supply  and  of  support.    He 
took    that    opportunity    of  saying    that 
throughout  these  transactions,  to  no  man 
in  a  public  office  was  the  public  serrioe 
under  greater  obligations  than  to  Major 
Outram ;  a  more  distinguished  servant  of 
the  public  did  not  exist,  and  one  more 
eminent  in  a  long  career.    Major  Ontnun 
exerted  himself  in  coUectinff  cameb  and 


stores.    From  Rajpootana,  Joadpore,  andl  ibaidkt  imdd .  (e  minhwmni 


other  places,  3,000  camels  were  obtained, 
and  marched  on  the  10th  April  from  Snk- 
kur  to  Quetta,  and  thence  to  Candahar, 
and  with  these  camels  General  Nott  was 
enabled  to  effect  his  march,  for  which  he 
was  indebted  in  a  great  deeree  to  the  zeal 
and  promptitude  with  which  Major  Ou- 
tram had  acted.  In  saying  this,  he  did 
not  wish  to  detract  from  the  laudable 
and  active  endeavours  of  the  present 
Governor-general;  but  such  had  been 
the  exertions  (^  the  Government  he  had 
succeeded^  that  nothing  on  their  part 
had  been  wanting  (as  the  noUe  Duke 
had  most  handsomely  said)  which  could 
enable  the  Government  to  repair  the  disas* 
ters  sustained  at  Cabul.  This  was  all  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  say  as  to  what  he 
had  done.  If,  in  the  course  of  the  discus- 
sion, anything  should  call  for  further  ex- 
planation, he  hoped  their  Lordships  would 
permit  him  to  give  it.  He  now  came  to 
the  motion  of  the  noble  Duke,  and  he 
was  ready  to  admit  that  his  noble  successor 
had  been  active,  sealous,  and  able  in  sup- 
plying the  wants  df  every  part  of  tne 
army.  On  what  may  be  supposed  to  be 
questionable  pmnts  he  said  nothinff ;  but 
by  the  order  (^  the  4th  July,  he  thought 
his  noMe  successor  became  a  partner  in 
the  expedition  from  Candahar  to  Cabul, 
and  in  the  combined  operations,  the  con- 
sequence of  which  bad  been  the  wiping  off 
the  stain  upon  our  military  honour,  which 
it  had  received  for  one  moment  and  in 
one  place,  and  the  conferring  an  immense 
benefit  upon  India.  To  Attend  Nolt, 
as  well  as  to  other  oflkera,  he  concurred 
in  awarding  great  praise.  The  chmoe 
given  to  him  was  either  the  safe  course 
of  not  exposing  his  army  to  danger, 
or  that  of  undertaldne  one  of  the  most 
haxardous  enterprises,  in  order  to  secun  a 
great  olgect.  He  chose  the  most  danger- 
ous, but  the  most  advantageous  and  ^o. 
rious  pith.  He  had  confidence  in  his  army* 
and  his  army  had  confidence  in  him,  and 
he  succeeded.  After  what  bad  been  said 
by  the  noble  Duke,  it  would  be  superfluooi 
for  him  to  dwell  upon  the  brilliant  quali- 
ties for  command  which  had  been  dispayed 
by  General  Pdlock,  or  upon  the  undaunled 
firmness  tS  General  Sale  and  his  brave 
wrison.  He  had  sinoerelv  exulted  in 
tbdr  suooew;  and  he  would  conclude  by 
heartily  jmning  with  the  noble  Duke  in 
his  admiration  of  the  oonduct  of  the  efiU 
oen  and  men  of  these  bnave  armiei.    He 
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rf^Auti'tti.   if'Utk  4    k-    it    i'!;  I  caii.\-X  d/j  csuani   lli  L^e  perfi<riB2XM:£  vi  datki  tke 

otJ««;r»iw  t}i^-'j  L'iw:  iTiV  a.^«Lijt.     J  rriA\  !>:  jr-.A!i>c    ti<  vbkh  am*  niao  oa  be 

|«rrfiitl^d.  }t'/SL\*:r.  kgj'jt.,  J  -.ii  'I-  vro,  c\erj  ra^iri««}.     I  viil  9l»«jrtiy  adicrt  ta  the 

kfu. r  thi:  fi0i*:*.'u  of  the  bi^;lr  DuL^,  »Ki  jj&T  Liri.iiBa4«i«re>  atfcctiog  tbcir  iiuaiioB, 

i.iu  tninnrn  .u\j»  kl]  tlie  cLtui-  (."IhilxcoI  oxiii    '  >   tbe  libtiiigsiahiad  ^aur^i  vUch 

If  iUi  tlie  •kiji'jf'.t.  to  ii'ld  ai  f  V  W'.'fd'!  jL^  to  atieLddi  tLe  c^i*n«  of  theic  three  M>«9& 

tk«;  r'rviiiitioii,   vliLhi   xii/ ij-^ultt,  uil!  )>.-  "tfiixr?.    It  U  uiibcCt-Mar)*  fur  me  to  Ulov 

^•#pt/«i  with  tijf:  ;;r<^ti.3t  »iti*f;i(  ti'.'^j.  klid  th^'  li'^c  PuLc  ID  dct^llDg  tlw  iitaaun 


v#  jii<!'ly  r|ij<.  t/f  th^  '  A'.r.  i~.'  ftf  ability  auil  '  of  the  (Utail  vhicli  the  DoUe  Duke  hw 


t^loiir,  u|ij4;   ill  dii\  t^Mit   lijs  ei*  r  ^^■x.u    ^iu-.i.  the  c-itrnt^  at  rLat  period  are  vcU 
fli*|#la )*:'!.    I  viiii    ay  I  h^iv e  ri^n  fr- iUj  tLt*    LuMwri.   from   the    o*iutaiit   and 


|»«:rij-wii '/f  th'fiN:  ilc-iir-itf  hi^j  uLlcli,  iu  the  iiiti  n  >(  i.i<mierDing  tLcm  taken  by  tha 
\ifrf*tinmh*j:  of  their  'liit),  the  Qiie*-ij\  |iiibii<  ~ an  interest  i umpired  iK>t  meicly  bf 
<«'«v<;/rifncrft  ha*i  Jai'l  U.I'irr:  ih.  uith  oiluji-  the  I'uhlic  »«.r%ict-s  of  ihi«e  cogaand  in 
r<iti'fii  not  only  of  ih<:  1  Joiir,  nift  *jaly  nf  ihciu,  but  tiug*?ii  viihossauciatiuoa  of  a  cU- 
thi;  |y'r«cvcraaf>-,  but  of  the  abihty,  fore-  .  valrou>  if  nut  u/a  ruoiaotic  nature.  Tbtre 
.sight,  judgiwfit,  afifl  prudence  fli>|ilavtd,  an*  ni»ue.  I  heiiere  nov  in  this  oooaliy 
n<fC  liy  un»r,  but  in  variou*^  ikgreea,  by  three  whu  atten.l  ti»  | massing  erent«  that  1 
or  four  general's,  who  may  in  future  be  called  familiar  with  the  c(Mj>tanc?  and 
einiiieut  comuiaud4:ra  in  her  Majcbty'j  and  rage  of  ^ir  U.  .Sale,  iu  hb  nefir 
the  ComiKUjy'a  scrrkes.    For,  my  LonL*,  j  furgottcu  defence  uf  Jelialaibad— *» 
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ttbich,  in  the  midat  of  oeighbouring  du- 
aiiter,  diaapptiiDtineDt,  and  confiuioii, 
showed  iUelf  like  a  ligbthoiue  aioMit  the 
storm,  and  which,  io  the  midit  of  tur- 
rounding  darkness,  diapUyed  ita  steady 
light,  keeping  alive  the  IioDour  of  tha  Bru 
tish  character,  uolil  by  uqoxainpled  exer- 
tions this  great  genond  waa  enabled  to 
encourage  the  em>rta  and  asaitt  in  the 
rprtheraDce  of  the  plana  by  vrhich  the 
whole  country  waa  recaptured,  and  the 
honour  of  British  arme  hnaDy  compleled 
and  effectually  re-asserted.  M^  Lorda,  ] 
sdy  tills  was  no  comniuD  semce,  because 
it  was  rendered  under  every  circumstaupe 
that  oould  iuipuae  difficulty,  and  displayed 
not  oQJy  a  niilitaty  fitness  for  his  higb 
command,  but  a  high  intelligence  when 
thrown  on  his  own  resourcea.  In  no  one 
instance,  amid  the  varied  changes  of  for- 
luue  and  the  hazards  of  war,  was  bis  deier- 
ntipation  for  a  moment  shaken.  Similar 
has  been  the  conduct,  in  a  difier^nt  situa- 
tion, uf  General  Pollock.  He  waa  left  fat 
several  months  at  Peshawur,  to  prepar« 
for  the  advance  which  was  Anally  made. 
I  do  not  mean  naw  to  enter  into  the  cir- 
cnmatances  which  ioduceil  the  Governor- 
general  to  besitale  for  a  considerable  period 
as  to  the  permission  to  General  Pollock  to 
advance,  as  detailed  in  the  despatches  on 
your  Tabic;  Bndinonedespstch>not  on  the 
Table  —  one  unaccountably  not  received, 
though,  I  can  prove  from  a  subaequent 
despatch  that  it  must  have  reached  the 
hands  of  the  Governor-general.  [Lord 
Fitzgerald:  There  is  no  such  desp^tdi 
in  this  country.l  I  am  perfectly  aware 
ot  that;  and  f  allude  to  these  des- 
patches, not  for  the  purpose  of  condemning 
tl'c  course  which  the  Governor-genera} 
took,  or  of  condemning  the  hesitation 
whicb  seems  to  hsve  hwted  Ibr  two  or 
three  months,  but  for  ihe  purpose  <^  doing 
full  justice  to  the  officer  who  took  on  him- 
self the  resolution  to  inarch,  and  ultimately 
assisted  in  ending  the  war.  But  Gescral 
Pollock  would  not  have  been  able  to  nuke 
that  advance,  if  It  had  not  bees  fer  tba 
conespouding  advaace  of  Gcnentl  N«tt 
from  Candabar  to  Ohusnee.  1  hewtily 
join,  therefore,  ia  the  praise  bestowed  on 
the  determination  evinced  by  Qeaentl 
Nott.  During  the  wbde  period  bvm  April 
to  July  he  appears  to  hare  oowpi«d  hb 
raind  with  an  ezaminatioB  cf  aU  the  dift* 
(»Iti«s.  and  the  iJutant  be  noMiwd  the 
itsspatcb  giving  him  ttte  oftMn  *»  «U«h 
the  wUe  Ouke  lefene^  MtfHNUVtaA  tk«« 
ajlt  Md  witlwttt  heaMiw  mknttllL  tiM 
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implore  yoiir  Lnrdshtps  to  read  bis  owb 
despatches,  because  no  language  Could  it 
6\\c[\  honour  t«  his  character  *■  that  ia 
which  he  conveys  the  fculings  and  viem 
with  which  he  advanced  from  Cuudnbarto 
(Ihusi)Bc.  I  say  an  advance:  tmtame, 
though  ill  the  GuverDur-gcosral'a  dit> 
lialubcs  tlie  word  '  retire'  is  used,  be  wu  ti' 
icr  a  inaruli  of  throe  hundred  mihit  MMlh 
aa  far  from  the  frontier  as  before;  and  hfa 
march  had  the  practical  and  morel  effset  of 
an  advance,  particularly  as  he  twioBdafcet« 
rd  the  insui^nla  in  hts  progress  and  >flMF 
thi:  destruction  of  Ghusnee,  contributed  tA 
ru-ustablisb  the  honour  of  the  BriUlb  a; 
uLi  the  very  scene  of  former  (  " 
"       my  1.nrds,  however  desirable  it  wi% 


and  however  natural  an  otyect  it  ini^t 
'ic,  (o  place  the  British  army  no  the  aim 
>f.snfetyand  connection  with  the  frontier 


of  India,  I  do  not  ihink  that  after  whtt 
has  pa&aed  that  result  would  have  tain 
(onipletety  satisractory  if  General  Pollock 
and  Nott  had  bcaitaledt  from  the  noment 
they  had  sufficient  means  in  their  diipwaJ, 
to  vindicate  the  superiority  of  the  Bi^rilb 
arms,  and  to  show  that,  when  eSgetivdy 
conducted,  our  military  power  could  never 
bi;  successfully  resisted.  In  having  aodoa^ 
tlicy  hare  leh  a  lesson  to  their  ceontiy 
never  to  b«  forgotten,  and  rendered  SUch  • 
service  as  well  deserves  any  ihanki  it  i^ 
in  the  power  of  Hailiamcot  to  crarejr.  I 
sriy  again,  I  advert  to  tlie  extreme  caution 
of  the  Govern  or- general,  not  for  the  nar- 
jiuse  of  casting  censure  on  hiiQt  but  of 
d.iing  full  justice  to  those  ofBccrs  who  toefc 
in  thcmitelves  the  rc^ionsibility  of  ednwe- 


i[jg,  and  whilst  loaded  with  cautiona  (te 
UM'  the  language  of  ti'lr  Ja^tr  NIcoDe) 
exhibited  a  detcrmiuatioo  and  eon" 


.  which  I'oiitrnmled 
ini>rc  than  anything  else  Io  the  tthveate 
triumph  of  our  arms.  It  is  to  ifceir  aanit 
which  may  be  traced  running  thnu^dl 
iheir  dcspatdioa  that  a  aucceas  so  eon- 
ulete  is  to  be  ascribed.  Therefbre  I  mort 
iieartily  and  sincerely  j(Hn  in  thetl 
of  the  military  part  of  this  i 
which  has  been  bonic  by  a  far  htgderaa- 
thority,  and  I  aiua-rely  hope  ihet,  bf  Aa 
joint  etlorts  of  our  generals,  aif  MgMi 
cmt  on  our  reputation  from  whatever  caaee 
uriedng,  has  been  elTectually  wiped  eff,  mi 
the  power  and  boiwur  of  the  Britah  »nm 
effectually  established.  I  have  MttthM 
mere,  my  Lords,  to  say,  beti^  eMi^C 
that,  cooaideriog  the  magnituSt  ef  dw 
subject,  I  have  treated  it  witbtwi 
braviiy.  whilst,  rucollocling  the  e 
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on  your  patience  too  far.  I  humbly  but  . 
cordially  express  my  concurrence  in  the 
praises  bestowed  by  the  noble  Duke  for  a 
series  of  operations  in  which  I  must  be 
permitted  to  say  my  noble  Friend  near 
nie  (Lord  Auckland)  has  had  an  honoura- 
ble share,  and  the  success  of  which  he  had 
ensured  by  the  full,  ade([uate,  and  well-con- 
sidered preparations  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged up  to  the  last  moment  of  his  tenure 
of  office,  not  a  man  or  a  gun  having  been 
employed  in  these  brilliant  operations  that 
had  not  been  by  him  provided  and  by  him 
allotted  to  this  s{)ecial  service. 

Lord  Fitzgerald  said,  the  course  which 
the  debate  had  taken,  and  the  tone  of  the 
speeches  which  had  been  delivered,  re- 
lieved him  from  entering  on  topics  of  a 
varied  character,  which  he  had  thought 
were  likely  to  be  made  the  subject  of 
discussion.  Before  he  proceeded  to  any 
other  matters  he  must  be  allowed  to  rejoice 
at  the  proceedings  of  the  debute,  not  be- 
cause the  high  authority  of  the  noble 
Duke  would  have  been  sufficient  to  over- 
rule any  opposition  which  under  other  cir- 
cumstances might  have  been  offered  to  the 
vote  now  asked,  not  because  of  that  speech 
of  the  noble  Duke,  to  which  their  Lord- 
ships had  listened  with  such  deep  in- 
terest, but  because  their  Lordship*s  appro- 
bation was  enhanced  and  increafcd  in  the 
highest  degree,  on  account  of  the  motion 
now  before  them  having;  been  made  by  the 
illustrious  Duke  who  had  brought  it  for- 
ward. That  circumstance  would  give  to 
their, Lordships' vote,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
present  Governor-general  of  India,  a  price- 
less value.  It  would  be  the  same  with  re- 
spect to  the  Indian  army — the  same  witli 
respect  to  every  l!luro|)ean  officer,  and  to 
every  sepoy.  By  them  it  would  be  re- 
ceived as  a  high  and  additional  distinction 
that  the  vote  of  thanks  had  been  moved 
by  the  noble  Duke  to  that  army  at  the 
head  of  which  he  had  gained  his  fiist  briU 
liant  triumphs,  and  associated  his  name 
for  ever  with  their  achievments.  For  these 
reasons  he  rejoiced  that  the  noble  Duke 
had  been  the  mover  of  the  vote  itow  before 
their  Lordships ;  and  as  he  had  so  nobly 
and  clearly  performed  his  task,  it  would 
ill  become  him  to  leitcrate  the  praises 
bestowed  by  his  noble  Friend.  He  must, 
however,  be  pardoned  for  alluding  to  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Lord,  the  lute  Govcr- 
nor-gcncrul  of  India.  To  that  speech  he 
had  listened  with  the  dee|)cst  interest,  and 
he  felt  that  its  tone,  its  manner,  the  un- 
ruffled style  iu  which  the  noble  Lord  had 


alluded  to  his  own  services  and  eiertioiies 

and  the  liberal  spirit  in  which  he  bad 
referred  to  the  Governor  who  bad  aac- 
ceeded  him,  could  not  fail  of  esciung 
similar  sensations  in  the  minds  of  every 
one  who  had  listened  to  him.  Even  had 
he  been  prepared  for  a  discussion  of  a  dif- 
ferent kind  from  that  which  their  Lord« 
ships  were  engaged  in,  he  felt  that  the 
spirit  of  the  noble  Lord's  speech  would 
make  it  almost  impossible  for  the  itrongeil 
party  man  to  follow  in  the  coone  allnded 
to.  In  the  observations  of  the  noble 
Marquess  too,  in  alluding  to  the  qaettioa 
with  respect  to  the  suspense  of  the  orders 
for  advance,  the  noble  Marquess  had  in  a 
liberal  spirit  stated  that  he  did  not  allude 
to  that  circumstance  as  being  in  the  na- 
ture of  an  imputation  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  Governor-general,  but  with  the  view  of 
proving  to  the  House  the  merits  of  the 
officers  and  men  who  had  so  successfullj 
achieved  the  late  Indian  triumphs.  He 
would,  therefore,  deal  unjustly  with  Lord 
Ellenborough  were  he  to  go  into  the  con- 
sideration of  points  suggested  by  ibe 
speech  of  the  noble  Marquess  in  any 
other  spirit  than  that  which  had  charac* 
terised  that  speech.  But  he  could  show» 
from  the  despatches  before  the  House, 
that  the  extreme  caution  which  had  been 
imputed  to  the  Governor-f^eneral — no,  be 
would  not  say  *'  imputed,"  because  to  one 
similarly  circumstanced  with  Lord  Ellen- 
borough  it  would  be  a  compliment  to  show 
that  he  had  acted  with  great  caution ^he 
could  prove  that  in  no  part  of  bis  opera- 
tions did  he  interpose  to  prevent  an  advance 
pressed  for  and  recommended  by  his  ge- 
nerals. Certainly  not  Even  in  the  de- 
spatch in  which  that  noble  Lord  directed 
the  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  lie  held 
out  the  prospect  and  expressed  the  inten- 
tion of  further  operations,  and  in  no  one 
of  his  instructions  were  there  not  means 
indicated  and  directions  given  for  the 
infliction  of  a  grand  blow — a  complete 
retribution  on  those  whose  treachery  had 
caused  the  destruction  of  a  gallant  and 
unfortunate  army.  Nay,  it  was  capable  of 
I  being  proved,  from  the  despatches  before 
the  House,  that  at  the  time  when  the 
Governor-general  penned  the  instructions 
of  the  \\h\\  of  April,  which  had  been 
already  alluded  to,  two  letters  bearing  date 
\  by  a  curious  coincidence,  upon  the  days 
immediately  preceding  and  subsequent  to 
the  J  0th  of  April — that  was  upon  the  18lh 
and  20th  of  April,  and  written  by  Generals 
^  Not!  and  Pollock— not  only  indicated  but 
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pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  Goveraor- 
general  their  inability  to  attempt  at  that 
time,  provided  only  with  such  supplies  as 
they  could  then  command,  any  movement 
in  advance.  He  could  refer  their  Lord- 
ships, if  it  were  necessary  to  go  into  detail 
upon  the  subject,  to  the  numbers  of  de- 
spatches  proving  this.  One  of  them 
would,  at  all  events,  be  in  the  memory  of 
the  noble  Marquess,  who  had  given  so 
much  of  his  attention  to  them.  He  al" 
luded  to  General  Pollock's  despatch  of  the 
18th  of  April,  in  which  he  says, — 

*<  My  situation  at  the  present  moment  is  a 
difficult  one,  and  much  as  I  deprecate  any  re- 
trograde movement,  such  a  step  is  by  no  means 
improbable,  as  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get 
in  supplies  in  suflScient  quantities  to  warrant 
my  remaining  here." 

He  would  ask,  then,  if  these  instruc- 
tions of  the  Governor-general  had  not  been 
issued  to  officers  impatient,  but  unable  to 
proceed?  General  Pollock,  in  another 
despatch,  referred  to  the  difficulty  of  keep- 
ing the  Khyber  Pass  open.  He  says 
that  he  had  communicated  with  Captain 
M*Gregor,  who  had  passed  through  the 
defile  eight  times,  upon  the  subject,  and 
that  it  was  his  opinion  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  have  a  force  of  8,000  men  to 
keep  it  open.  The  same  circumstance 
was  referred  to  in  the  correspondence  of 
General  Nott.  But  really  he  did  not 
desire,  in  a  case  like  the  present,  when 
such  general  unanimity  prevailed,  to 
allude  to  any  details  which  might  chance 
to  mar  that  unanimity  ;  but  the  explana- 
tion he  had  entered  into  had  been  drawn 
from  him  by  the  observations  of  the  noble 
Marquess  who  had  just  sat  down.  The 
noble  Duke  had,  in  a  manner  so  lucid  and 
perfect,  brought  before  their  Lordships  the 
military  details  of  the  late  operations,  that 
to  that  part  of  the  subject  he  did  not  think 
it  would  be  becoming  in  him  to  add  one 
single  word ;  but,  connected  as  he  was 
with  India — responsible,  as  he  admitted 
he  was,  and  claimed  to  be,  in  common 
with  his  colleagues^  for  the  administration 
of  the  government  of  that  country — deeply 
interested  as  he  felt  in  its  success — inter- 
ested in  all  that  concerned  the  noble  Lord, 
the  present  Governor-general,  and  in  the 
honour  and  character  of  the  Indian  army 
-—he  felt  that  it  would  have  been  unbe- 
coming  in  him  had  he  hesitated  in  coming 
forwaitl,  even  in  a  debate  characterised  by 
the  unanimity  of  the  present  diicnsMoni 
in  order  to  bear  hit  testimony  to  what  bo 


believed  to  be  the  valuable  services  of  (he 
noble  Lord  the  present  head  of  the  Go-' 
vernment  in  India.  He  had  had  many 
opportunities,  from  familiarity  with  the 
correspondence  of  that  noble  Lord,  of 
knowing  that  no  man,  not  even  the  noble 
Lord  the  late  Governor  •  general,  had 
ever  brought  to  the  discharge  of  his 
high  duties  more  indefatigable  zeal  and 
a  loftier  order  of  ability.  He  not  only 
possessed  those  great  qualities  in  him- 
self, but  he  was  the  means  of  inspiring 
into  those  around  him  the  same  desire  to 
perform  to  the  utmost  their  various  duties. 
He  animated  all  the  public  functionaries 
by  that  spirit  of  zeal  and  energy  which 
was  conspicuous  in  himself;  and  when 
the  noble  Earl  opposite  talked,  in  the 
high  terms  which  he  bad  employed,  of  the 
servk^es  of  Major  Outram — terms  in  which 
he  most  cordfially  concurred— he  would 
yet  beg  to  say,  that  not  to  that  officer 
alone,  but  to  every  one  employed  by  the 
Governor-general,  did  the  same  degree  of 
praise  justly  belong.  Let  them  look  to 
the  commissariat,  to  be  satisfied  of  the 
exertions  and  zeal  of  the  noble  Lord,  the 
Governor-general.  The  whole  energies  of 
his  mind  had  been  directed  to  the  unfail- 
ing supply  of  the  army.  The  fame  of 
success  on  that  point  was  all  his  own.  It 
was  the  Governor-general  who  had  fitted 
the  soldiers  for  service,  and  enabled  them 
to  gain  the  victories  they  had  achieved. 
With  respect  to  some  points  connected 
with  this  subject,  there  were  two  or  three 
observations  which,  although  they  did  not 
strictly  arise  from  the  speeches  which  had 
been  delivered,  he  would  yet  briefly  allude 
to.  He  abstained  from  gomg  into  the 
details  of  the  correspondence  before  the 
House,  and  he  earnestly  desired  to  avoid 
anything  whidi  might  occasion  a  diflbr- 
ence  of  opuiion  with  rau)ect  to  the  com- 
parative merits  of  individuals,  because  on 
this  subject  unanimity  was  most  desirable, 
not  only  in  the  House,  but  aawmg  tlm 
people  of  England;  but  with  respect  to 
certain  dreomstances  preceding  the  war, 
he  was  doubly  happy  that  the  noble  Duke 
had,  in  his  enomeration  of  the  late  cqpera-. 
tions,  spoken  with  deep  and  proper  feel- 
ing of  Uiese  unfortunate  transactions,  and 
those  who  had  been  engaged  in  them.  It' 
was  in  fMing  and  commendable  ttnm 
that  the  notm  Loid  opposite  had  also 
alluded  to  the  subject,  and  for  hb  own' 
part  he  did  not  think  it  fit  to  bring  befeie 
the  Hoise  the  tfauMlloiii  of  nen  ifhoii 
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conduct  was  now  uniler  a  commiisionorin-  i 
quiryin  India.  BuL  circuir.stauctiBagainsi 
which  ihey  were  uiiprovidi^d  had  led  lo 
many  calamities.  The  galUnt  and  unfor- 
tunate officer  who  comnianded  on  the  oc- 
casion alluded  to  was  sufTeting  undtT  sick- 
ness, indeed  he  had  made  preparations  Tor 
returning  home,  and  whfii  lie  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  lie  had  been  wonnded 
and  betrayed.  When,  thcrerure,  they  ap- 
plauded su(;ct:ss,  let  thctil  not  Torgct  to 
speak  tenderly  and  with  fi^eling  ol'  the 
minhaps  of  the  unfortunate.  He  thoU|;ht, 
however,  ihni  he  miglit  renmik  ihul  wiih 
respect  \o  iliese  distresHJiig  iidnsui: Lions 
(here  Imd  been  exhibited  instances  uf  the 
gicatest  (tersonal  intrepidity,  of  dcvoiion 
under  suA'ering,  and  manly  bearing  tu  (lie 
very  last,  among  those  who  formed  a  por- 
tion of  [hat  devoted  host.  The  noble 
Mar(]uess  had  followed  the  example  of  the 
noble  Duke,  and  bad  done  justice  to  the 
conduct  iif  bir  Robert  Sale,  and  he  could 
safely  affirm  that  these  services  bad  pol 
been  loo  highly  esiimaied.  The  mainte- 
nance of  Jellalabad  was  the  paint  on 
whicli  the  whole  of  the  laic  Kuceesses 
turned,  and  although  he  would  not  go  the 
length  of  taking  that  the  advance  upon 
Cabul,  even  if  Jellalabad  bad  fallen,  would 
have  been  unsuccessful,  yet  ccTiaiuly  in 
thai  case  the  dilliculties  of  that  advance 
would  have  been  so  much  increased,  IhnI 
it  might  have  become  loo  haznrduus  fur  a 
Government  to  direct.  And  when  he 
spoke  of  those  whom  the  Uovernor-ge- 
neral  bad  justly  described  as  the  "  illns- 
trions  garrison  of  Jellalabad,"  let  theii 
I^ordships  not  forget  that  gallant  officer 
whose  name  had  been  mentioned  by  lUe 
nohlc  Duke,  and  who  had  fallen  in  its  de- 
fence, lie  alluded  to  Colonel  Dennio. 
That  officer  was  the  life  and  soul  of  the 
garrison,  and  of  llie  army ;  and  (leneraL 
Sale,  in  describing  his  successful  resist- 
ance, dwelt  on  the  noble  conduct  of 
Colonel  Deunie  in  the  most  affectionate 
terms  which  could  be  used  of  hii  broth 
soldier,  and  the  ( lovernor-  general  had 
truly  said,  in  alluding  Id  liii  death,  thi 
"  ihe  success  of  that  day  would  have  Ic 
nothing  lo  be  desired  had  he  suivivcd.' 
He  had  been  principally  led  to  mention 
this  matter  by  a  circumstance  which  the 
Other  day  haa  occurred  to  him,  and  to 
which  he  could  not  help  for  a  moment  ad- 
Teiling.  It  had  liecome  his  duty,  withii' 
a  very  few  days,  in  the  name  of  the  Go- 
lernoi-general  of  India,  to  traniinit  to  thi; 


iged  mother  of  Colonel  Deppio  tha  madil 
if  honour  which,  had  he  survived,  h» 
fould  have  been  so  well  outitled  lo  wiir 
n  desiring  him  to  communicate  to  Lfinl 
Ellenborough  the  eiprcssion  of  tin  ^ttf 

"  ig  with  reference  to  the  tribute  paid 
r  galUnt  son,  the  letter  of  Hri.  Daa- 
i]ic  staled, — 

"That  she  received  the  medal  wilhpl«M«K 
ind  with  pride — that  slia  had  a  liglit  ta  iM  ■ 
pride  in  her  ion's  liCe,  and  also  in  his  dtaik" 

ExprL'ssions  which,  he  was  certwn, 
luld  find  a  responsive  chord  in  every 
lireasl.  There  were  many  points  od  wbicli 
he  would  wish  to  touch,  respectini;  part  of 
Lord  Ellcnboruugh's  instruction^  which 
he  thought  reelected  on  him  the  hlgheat 
lionuur.  Indeed,  he  thought  it  impowiUq 
lo  read  his  first  instructions,  dated  upon 
the  I5ih  of  March,  so  compreheosive  sptl 
detailed,  glancing  at  and  anticipating  all 
the  adverse  circumstances  which  miffht 
arise,  wilhuut  being  sensible  of  the  bi|h 
merit  of  that  dispatch.  There  were  other 
|>oinls  in  these  inslrnclions,  connected 
with  the  impunant  subject  of  the  libetv 
[ion  of  the  prisoners,  with  respect  to 
ivhich  be  could  have  wished  to  do  justice 
to  the  Guveinor-geueral's  motires ;  bol 
lie  was  desirous  to  follow  the  course  la 
generally  iidoptcd  by  tlieir  Lordships,  tnd 
avoid  saying  anvihing  which  coura  dis- 
turb the  unanimity  so  happily  exhibited. 
He  would,  iliercrure,  in  conclusion,  merelv 
[hunk  the  Douse  for  the  atteniioo  with 
which  they  bad  listened  to  his  remarks. 

The  Marquess  of  Ctintrkarde  did  not 
rise  with  any  pur|MHc  of  distnrUnv  the 
general  unaiutnity  dixplayed  by  their  Lof^ 
shlp»  n|N)n  the  present  cx.'casioii — he  would 
Ite  most  unwilling  to  olTcr  anything  which 
could  have  the  clUit  of  taking  away  er 
impairing  that  spirit  nf  unanimity,  spe- 
cially when  the  vote  before  the  House  wae 
asked  by  such  high  authurity  aa  that  of 
the  nobic  Duke  opiKwitc.  Under  thep'^ 
<jcnt  circumstances,  iiowcver,  he  fclt  hiai- 
Kclf  in  rather  an  embarrassing  poeitioa, 
and  he  cuosidcrcd  it  to  be  his  auty  not  to 
give  a  uluiit  rote,  but  to  touch  slightly 
upiin  one  or  two  topics  connected  with  tho 
subject  before  the  llousc,  but  in  dosi^  so 
he  i-<>uld  assure  their  Lordships  that  he 
would  inlroditcc  nothing  that  oould  ha 
crmsidered  aR  of  a  politi'.al  nature.  Ab 
Mime  )wrls  iif  the  political  oundoct  of 
Lord  EUenlKiruugh  would  undouUedlv  ha 
very  soon  brought  bcfvce  the  Botioc  M  the 
illousc,  be  fclt  that  at  prcseot  U  w«uU  hg 
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improper  very  particuUrly  to  allude  to  it- 
He  BhouM  therefore  cooboe  himaelf  to  tliu 
matter  coDtsinod  in  the  book  upoD  tlicir 
Lordships'  Ts|>'^>  upon  the  coqfenls  of 
which  tney  were  deslied  to  fbuod  their 
rote.  Ho  voqid  for  the  present  oay  oo- 
thiog  of  the  phrase  of  the  "  eitrMpe  cau- 
tion'of  the  Goretnor-geperitl.  which  l»d 
been  aliead)'  used  in  t|iB  dimmipp  ;  but 
when  the  ooUe  Duke  oppo^te  had  come 
to  tb^kt  portion  of  the  subject  ivitb  reference 
to  which  th^t  phrase  bad  been  aiijilicil,  that 
is,  to  tie  pen«d  at  which  Loril  H"-  '- 
roiigli  had  aasumed  the  retus  of  c 


is,  to  tbe  period  at  tybich  Loril  Elleubo- 
roiigli  had  aasuined  the  retus  of  office  in 
India,   lie  bad   referred   to    die  duspiilch 


duted  the  13th  of  iiajc\i  as  expressing  the 
views  of  the  qoUc  («rd  the  Govcniut- 
|i;epera),  on  the  tituKtion  of  ulfalm  ut  that 
juncture,  and  the  noble  Duke  |)t|(l  ex- 
pres9ed  bis  approbation  of  that  |)a|)cr, 
ttating  that  lie  considered  tl|*t  if  the 
troops  and  priaanera  were  safely  got  uut 
of  Aflghanistqni  that  would  be  for  a  time 
all  that  could  be  desired  or  expected.  Now 
be  did  nut  find  fault  wi^t  \\m\  language, 
altboueb  it  wm  ipuch  modent^d  from  the 
tone  of  the  languaKe  held  in  Parliament 
upon  the  impulap  of  iliose  feelings  »hicb 
were  produced  by  the  first  neirs  ot  pur  rc- 
rersesj  but  whafbe  did  find  fanlt  with 
was,  that  the  paper  under  (tiBcu^jim  did 
not  make  it  a  distinct  conditioi)  of  the 
ces^tion  of  hostilities  that  the  nrit<»uera 
Hboujd  be  restored  to  m  i  and  altpougli  an 
anxious  desire  was  expriegsed  ror  fiiu  tl's- 
titutioo  of  the  prisoners,  the  erpcqation  nl' 
the  country  and  tbp  eesqatioq  of  biistilitiea 
were  not  stated  to  depend  upon  that  con- 
ttpgency.  He  wquld  read  tlie  piavagc  he 
specially  idluded  to:-r- 

"ToeCcal  the  release  of  iba  prisonen  lakcn 
at  Csbul,  ii  an  ot^t  likawisc  deeply  ink 
tog  in  point  of  fei)|ing  uul  of  honour. 
object  can,  probably,  only  be  accomplished  by 
taking  hostages  from  such  pan  uf  ibc  country 
as  may  be  in,  or  may  come  iiilo,  our  posses- 
sion; and,  irith  teference  to  ilns  object,  and 
Id  that  of  the  relief  of  Ghainec,  it  ma;  possibly 
bteome  a  tjueetioo,  in  Uie  event  of  Major-(Je- 
netal  Pollock'i  ■ffecting  a  junction  with  Sir 
Robert  Sale,  whettier  the  aaiiad  fwee  shall 
return  to  the  pounuy  below  M>e  ^fayber  I'ai*i 
or  take  a  forward  position  qear  Jelf^^ad,  ot 
even  advance  to  Gabul." 

The  despatch  aaid,  '-  It  ma^  hacomB  a 
questiool"  t«t  ba  ub^  whatfew  then 
wove  a  nan  in  Englaid,  when  ha  beard  of 
the  situauoo  of  the  puMncn,  «^  would 
for  one  noeoeat  cpuant  to  alliw  such  a 
n^aiatahaaamt^mum^matiaJUt}  The 
oiidtr  ivf  the  eriKniliaa  tit  Jrflbhacl  viil 


Mliqg  Vh   towsniB  thp  Indm.    mw 

givet)  uiHwndjtionMly,  with  PH  woep^. 
naroelp,  the  state  of  the  iiegoti«tlaoa  tfiict- 

isdiit'i's;  liiit,  liu'ii,  <  a-ucral 
stitjctiy  ordtTCit  imt  to  roiiiaiq, 
prisoners  wert;  close  upiiti  bw 
camp.  Tlie  GoTeri|«r-general  never  seemal 
to  ci)n8idor,  that  if  these  prisoners  trere  tit 
bo  allowed  to  rctnain,  Uiut  it  woiild  lie  ne. 
ccssary  for  us  ultimately  to  advance  trotray 
into  the  country.  In  one  pfthe  despatcba 
addreisaed  to  Sir  Jasper  Nic{|ol|s,  the  no^ 
^ord  seemed  tu  contemplate  tlie  evacu^ 
tjon  of  Alfghanistan  as  completed.  )p 
that  dLSpatch  it  was  statcil, — 

'•  It  will,  boim^,like<r^e tafDr  pmjilfl^ 

|iop,wbptbBiRiirtioop«,ba^M)mpK4mM4 

from  the  slate  of  peni  )[i  wbicn  tbev  hate  bat^ 

FluAiistan,  and  '!(  dn  ^jbt 


f  *rp  MoY  Dpon  the  Aflghu  army,  II  wmM  Im 
justifiable  again  to  pnib  ihau  fer  no  olhei  obt 
JMI  ttisn  dW  of  revugiBy  a|ir  lotta^  an^  Hf 
te-wtablifhipg;,  t»  all  |(|  wigiliM  hfiHiwqit  MF 
Wilifary  pharwrtr." 

lift  dj^  not  mmp  to  ny  ttM  l«rd  Klhii- 
bontitfe  m  not  Mxioitf  fiiT  ()w  iMiri9 

and  i^auape  of  the  pnsofwn  j  faM  »•  tlW 
of  his  corrcsiHindentv  did  I|<H  mJH^M^  IPNI 
the  feelings  with  respocj  t»  ^  H^tMH 
generally  entort.iinfd  in  tfiM  caMt'F' 
Their  Lordsliiiw  would  rnoflllwt  t^  |v|m| 
the  iiewBof  thecitpiur«i)f«q«FVi)Rti7Rm 
and  women  rcuched  tlija  CDtnt^,  tlwli  Wf 
Robert  peel  declared,  mid  tin  olient  tK 
the  House  of  Comuioufc  ^%,  ^  Hf  (Wti 


blivhed.  and  that  the  p< .    ... 

be  deserted.     They  wnUd  P „, 

that  in  the  imposition  of  tbn  imnw  tiff 

urged  oil  the  foil|i|| 


that  if  the  prisoners  in  AfthnllHIi  WNI 

w|.  whtw4.  ■        '•  ■ 


loners  iii  M 

it  in«l4  I 


mr.»  (Mb  mSTHiii 
wi«iMitl*tiMo(MI 

oiHMlelua   ua   mA    I^a 
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with  iwo  additional  regimenls  of  inhntrj'. 
another  troop  of  borac  artillery,  and  the  rtj. 
mainder  or  the  Shah's  lit  cavalry,  1  had  iii. 
tended    lo    march   in   command   of    for    tlic 

Surpoae  of  throwing  supplies  into  Khclat-i- 
hilzie,  and  endeavouring  to  recover  the  lale 
Ghuinee  garrison  now  In  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and  making  a  diversion  in  favour  cf 
General  Pollock's  army." 

It  thua  appeared  that  General  Nottdis. 
tinctlycora  plained  that  he  had  been  stopped 
by  the  orders  of  the  Gorcrnor- general.  He 
ifv as  released  from  the  order,  just  referral 
to  by  the  subsequent  order  of  tlic  4th  of 
July,  received  on  the  2Ist  of  that  month, 
and  he  imniedtatcly  began  that  advani^ 
which  had  led  to  the  brilliant  successes 
they  had  to  rejoice  at.  He  thought  that 
it  was  quite  impossible  for  any  man  to 
tead  the  despatches  contained  in  the  book- 
before  the  House,  nithout  being  deeply 
impressed  with  the  merits  nf  the  officers 
and  men  in  general ;  but  although  it 
might  be  deemed  invidious,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  single  out  particulat- 
persons,  he  could  not  refrain  from  specially 
alluding  to  the  cuploits  of  Gener^  Noti. 
With  rcspcet  to  the  paper  of  July  4,  alluded 
to  by  the  noble  Duke,  he  could  not  coincide 
with  the  character  given  by  the  noble  Duke 
to  that  despatch.  The  noble  Duke  had 
stated  that  be  considered  that  despatch  a& 
being  the  very  handsomest  instruction  ever 
addressed  to  an  officer.  Now  fur  his  part — 
in  his  humble  comprehension— that  jiapcr, 
as  he  brlicTcd,  gave  permission  to  Nott  to 
advance,  but  he  really  could  not  see  what 
there  was  in  the  order  referred  to  justify 
the  term  instruction  by  which  it  had  been 
characterised.  He  should  say,  that  to  any 
person  considering  that  despatch,  according 
to  the  plain  reading  of  the  terms  in  which 
.  it  was  couched,  it  would  appear  to  give 
permission  to  advance,  but  instruction  to 
retire.  Throughout  every  line,  the  disad- 
vantages likely  to  attend  a  forward  mnve- 
ment  were  put  forward  in  the  strongest 
way,  but  not  one  word  of  encouragement 
did  the  paper  breathe  to  the  olficcr  and 
troops  about  to  undertake  the  niar\:li.  That, 
however,  he  was  told  was  the  great  merit  of 
the  document,  but  really  he  could  not  sec  it. 
Their  Lordships  were  calle<)  upon  to  confer 
a  vote  of  thanks  upon  the  noble  Lord  the 
Governor-general  of  India;  but  if  they 
were  called  upon  to  thank  I^rd  Ellen- 
borough  for  anything  else  than  sending 
supplies  to  the  army,  he  should  say  that 
they  were  thanking  him  for  successes  which 
had  been  achieved  contrary  to  his  opinions 
1  orders.    He  might  read  this  despatch 


I  wrong ;    but  he  could  only  say  that  lo 
reading  it  in  a  common  simple  way,  he 
defied  any  man,  if  General  Nott  had  failed 
ill  his  advance,  to  attribute  any  blame  to 
Lord  Ellenborough :  and  if  no  blamo  could 
attach  to  him  in  case  of  failure,  auidy  no 
merit  should  accrue  to  him  from  sucoeat. 
But  he  had  really  meant  not  to  hare  said  lo 
much  on  the  subject,  and  would  Dot  have 
done  so,  but  for  the  remarks  upon  his  noble 
Friend,  who  had  stated  that  the  pfanse 
"  extreme  caution  "  was  the  term    which 
could  be  applied  to  Lord  EUenborotifffa'scoB. 
duct.  The  Governor-general  seemed  lo  have 
adopted  the  notion  that  the  prisoners  woe 
only  to  be  recovered  by  me&ns  of  the  boe- 
tages  that  might  be  taken.     His  inatnic. 
tions  to   General   Pollock  were  to  tmlte 
incursions    for    the    purpose   of  makiag 
prisoners.     The  advance  to  Cabul  seemed 
never  to  have  been  contemplated  by  Lord 
Ellenborough.     It  so  happened,  however, 
thai  there  were  two  things  which  the  Gt>- 
ternor-general  had   absolutely  |Kofaibilad 
— first,    the  advance ;  and  ttieii  that  the 
prisoners  should   not   be    ransomed.     He 
_      u  strict  orders  that  they  ibouM 
not  be  ransomed,  and  yet  it  so  happcDsd 
that  the  army  did  advaece,  ami  that  the 
prisoners  were  ransomed.     [The  Duke  of 
Wetlington:   No,  no.]     The  prisoners  ksd 
^igreed  to  bribe  the  man,  io  whose  chsrge 
they  were  to  allow  them  to  be  restored. 
They  agreed  to  pay  a  certain  sum  of  monejr 
to  the  man  in  whose  custody  tbcf  were. 
That  certain  sum  of  money  was  to  be  paid. 
[Lonl  Filzgrrald :     Not  by  the  Govern- 
ment.]    Then,  if  the  Government  would 
not  pay  that  sum,  the  individuals  who  had 
iigrecd  to  iiay  their  ransom  would  pay  it. 
That  was  distinctly  stated.     Gctieral  Pol- 
lock said  that  he  was  extremely  sony  to 
liavc   received   such  positive  orders  with 
respect    lo    the    ransom,    because    there 
irure   nineteen    men  of  the  44tfa    la  his 
neighbourhood  who  could  be  recovered  far 
twelve  hundred  rujKcs.     I'hey  were  worth 
the  money  to  fight  at  the  time.    However, 
ilicir  lordships  would  sec  that  the  Gover- 
nor-general was  dccidotlly  against  the  ran- 
dom of  the  prisoners,  as  it  was  against  the 
usages  of  civilized  nations  lo  make  pri. 
soncrs  of  women  and  children ;  but  they 
Mould  l)c  at  a  great  disadvantage  if  tliey 
H-cre  for  strictly  ailhering  to  the  usages  of 
I  Iviliscd  nations  when  they  were  fighting 
:igainst  barliarians — against  those  who  were 
uncivilized.     i[e  thought  it  must  be  the 
most  disheartening  thin^  possible  to  traona 
engaged  in  such  a  Mmcc,  if  Ouj  to  n 
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told,  that  80  much  punctilio  would  he 
used,  when  the  question  was  which  was 
the  speediest  and  the  hest  way  6f  getting 
them  back  out  of  the  hands  of  barharians. 
But  he  wished  now  to  see  if,  in  all  the 
transactions  in  the  late  war,  the  usages  of 
ci?ilized  nations  had  been  adhered  to.  And 
coming  to  this,  he  said  it  was  the  only 
point  further  with  which  he  should  trouble 
their  Lordships.  It  was  a  point  upon 
which  he  considered  he  could  not  giFe 
unconditional  praise  to  the  troops,  until  he 
had  better  information  respecting  it.  What 
he  referred  to  now  was  certain  transactions 
said  to  have  taken  place  upon  the  retreat 
of  the  army.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  transactions  had  actually  occurred, 
which  were  said  to  have  taken  place  after 
the  capture  of  Istalif.  He  was  not  mudi 
disposed  to  criticise  the  conduct  of  soldiers 
after  a  most  gallant  and  desperately  con- 
tested action — when,  too,  a  town  was  taken, 
which  was  found  full  of  the  spoils  of  their 
fellow-countrymen;  he  should  say  no- 
thing upon  that  but  other  transactions  were 
said  to  have  taken  place  elsewhere  which 
were  abhorrent  to  the  practices  and  usages 
of  civilized  nations.  He  did  not  mean  now 
to  say  anything  about  the  taking  away  of 
the  gates  of  Somnauth,  nor  the  ornaments 
of  its  pillars.  It  might  be  that  the  Gover- 
nor-general considered  them  as  just  and 
proper  trophies.  Upon  that  subject  be  did 
not  mean  to  say  anything  further  at  pre- 
sent. But  he  found  General  Pollock  giving 
an  account  of  the  destruction  of  the  baiaar 
at  Cabul  previous  to  the  troops  evacuating 
the  city,  and  it  might  be  well  said  that 
such  must  have  been  the  act  of  barba. 
rians  and  not  of  British  soldiers— not 
of  the  soldiers  of  those  who  lived  by 
commerce — of  the  soldiers  of  the  great- 
est  commercial  people  in  the  worid.  But 
was  it  to  be  said  that  this  should  be  done 
by  troops  that  were  immediately  under 
the  command  of  the  greatest  commercial 
company  that  ever  existed,  and  that 
they  should  destroy  a  building*  which  ac 
cording  to  the  description  of  General 
Pollock,  was  used  as  the  great  emporium 
of  central  Asia  ?  Was,  he  asked,  tne  des- 
truction of  such  a  place  an  act  that  was  in 
accordance  with  what  ought  to  be  the 
practice  of  civilized  nations?  And  then  at 
to  the  mosque  which  was  destroyed^  it 
appeared  that  it  was  repaired  ana  deco- 
rated, and  fame  attached  to  it,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  atrocious  destruction  of  our 
troops.  If  they  considered  that  it  was  de- 
vo^  to  such  a  purpose^  it  was,  perlu^ 


an  excuse  for  the  lower  order  of  men  that 
they  had  destroyed  it»  but  such  an  excess 
he  did  not  think  ought  to  have  been  sanc- 
tioned by  persons  of  nigh  rank  and  station* 
They  ought  rather  to  have  called  to  mind 
that  monumentt  of  whidi  their  Lordships 
were  all  aware,  erected  near  Coblentz,  and 
which  was  intended  as  a  commemoration 
of  a  great  victory  of  the  French.  When 
the  Kusstan  general  came  to  CoUents  in 
1819)  and  saw  this  memorial,  he  did  not 
then,  flushed  with  victory,  destroy  it,  bat 
he  marked  it  with  the  date  of  nis  suc- 
cess, and  left  it  thos  a  commemoration  of 
his  own  victory,  as  well  as  that  of  his 
enemies.  There  would,  however,  be  aoo« 
ther  opportunity  of  referring  to  the  pcdi- 
tical  matters  connected  with  this  sutgect. 
As  for,  however,  as  the  present  vote  ex- 
tended, he  would  say,  concientioasly  and 
sincerely,  that  he  joined  in  that  vote  to 
the  Govemor-fleneral  for  applying  the  re- 
sources at  his  disposal  in  aid  of  the  opera- 
tions that  had  been  carried  on,  bat  at 
the  same  time  he  must  say,  that  he  did 
not  find  that  the  Governor-general  was 
entitkd  to  their  commendation  far  in- 
structing or  originating  the  advance  open 
Cabol.  Thus  nir,  he  gave  his  vote  most 
heartily  and  consdentfoosly  in  fiivoor  of 
the  motion.    . 

Lord  BroHgkoM :  My  Lords,  I  should 
certainly  fed  disposed  to  give  my  rflsnt 
vote  with  my  hearty  concorreiioe  in.  the 
motion  of  my  noUe  Friend,  snpported  as 
it  has  bera  Iqr  my  DoUe  Frioid  tiM  hite  Go- 
vemor-raieral,  and  my  other  noble  Frirads 
who  fallowed  him,  Irithoat  doing  non^ 
had  I  not  felt  that  in  the  present  postors 
of  India,  in  a  debate  whidi  has,  perhns 
unexpectedly— I  will  not  say,  anneoassan^ 
^4urisen,  and  in  the  somewhat  new  phase 
which  thMB  debate  has  thus  asmoied,  it  is  in- 
cumbent upon  me  to  disAaige  adoty  to  the 
character  and  coadaetcftheanny  in  Indi% 
and  to  the  memory  of  those  who  are  anhqi- 
pily  nownoniote;andaltlioogh  in  a  good 
measure  this  kttar  doty,  this  pioos  offloi^ 
has  been  disdmraed.  Mid  duooently  dis- 
diaiged  by  mj  noUe  Friend,  and  thoa|^ 
all  your  Loidships  who  have  already  spoken 
have  dischacfsa  in  part  the  seme  dotjr 
toward  the  present  Governor-gMieEal,  jet 
I  think  I  may  be  permitted,  without  any 
hypsfcritieal  scanning  of  exnressiiMis^  smIi 
as  hafe  fallen  from  the  noble  Lords  btsUe 
me,  the  two  noble  MainiusMs  '  wiihsut 
any  lodi  critidam,  I  sav,  I  najhe  aUewed 
to  eipKM  my  dJsanpnintMent  thai  thsf 
4id  not  nther,  es  thfj  were  detsnuntd 
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to  support  this  motion,  follow  the  coure 
taken     by   my    noble   Friend    the    lae 
Governor-general     of    India,    and    give 
that  hearty  support  to  these  resolutions 
which  they  must  ieel  they  were  giving 
by  their  votes,  and  that  they  did  not  make 
their    speeches    coincide    a    little    more 
accurately  with  the  resolution  to  which 
they  say  they  are  prepared  to  come,  and 
which  they  recommended  your  Lordship 
to  adopt  with  a  unanimity  unbroken — un- 
broken as  regards  the  vote,  but  not  so 
entirely  unbroken  as  regards  the  speeches 
by  which  that  vote  is  supported  by  one  of 
my  noble  Friends*  though  recommende<l  to 
your  Lordships  to  be  unanimously  passed 
by  the  other.     For  what  is  the  vote  which 
they  are   both    going  conscientiously  to 
give,  and  which   they    recommend  your 
Lordships  to  pass  so  unanimously,   that 
it  would  be  to  them  the  miMst  grievous  of 
all  disappointments  if  there  were  a  single 
dissentient?     I  had  occasion   to  look   at 
the  terms  of  this  motion  in  consequence 
of  their  speeches,  and  I  Hnd  that  it   is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  a  substantive 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  ri^ht  hon.  Lord  £1- 
lenborough,  severed  from  the  generals  and 
officers,  and  men,  who  are  the  subjects  of 
another  vote;  not  lumping  him  with  them 
or  harnessing  them  together  in  such  wise 
that  they  could  not  make  the  distinction, 
and  vote  against  him  without  blaming  all 
the  rest,  or  that  they  could  not  praise  them 
without    withholding   praise    from   him. 
There  are  several  votes,  in  point  of  fact,  of 
one  of  which  only  does  his  Lordahip  form 
the  subject,  and  what  does  that  say?     For 
what  are  the  thanks  of  this  House  to  be 
given  to  the  right  hon.  Lord  Kllenborough 
by  name?  "For  the  ability  and  judgment," 
the  resolution  says  —  [The    Marquess  of 
LansdorvnCf  "  Hear,  hear."]  "with  which, 
the   resources  of  the   British  empire   in 
India  have  been  applied  to  the  support  of 
the  military  operations  in  Affghanistan." 
Therefore,  1  amcludc,  my  noble  Friends 
justly  believe  that  whatever  may  be  said 
of  the  ability,  the  judgment  at  least  is  re- 
ferred to  and  will  be  praised  by  this  vote  ; 
and  tlint  judgment  cannot  be  culogise<i  in 
this  vote  truly  and  justly  if  the  (lovernor- 
general  showed  indiscretion  either  in  ad- 
vancing when  he  ought  to  have  stCMMl  still, or 
in  standing  when  he  ou^lit  to  have  retreatotl 
or  in  retreating  when  he  ought  to  have  rr- 
mainetl  st^^ady  or  to  have  advanced  forward; 
or  what,  |ierliaps,  tests  the  soundness  of 
judgment     more   than   either    advanoiof^ 
when  he  should  go    on  or  withdrawing 


when  he  should  retire— namely,  the  not 
having  hesitated  wlien  he  ought  to  he 
firm,  the  not  having  faltered  when  he 
ought  to  be  steady  in  his  purpoae-^the 
not  being,  in  one  word,  that  whieh  eeeoM^ 
perhaps  in  itself,  all  that  a  bed,  an  infirea 
judgment  can  posaesa— that  of  bdw  v»» 
cillating  and  irresolute  in  the  deaaien 
which  he  formed.  Therefore  I  have  the 
admission  of  my  noble  Frienda  behind 
me  in  praise  of  my  Lord  Ellenborough, 
the  Governor-general*  for  the  judgment, 
as  well  as  ability,  of  hia  conduet ;  f 
have  their  distinct  approval  of  hia  Jnd^ 
ment,  and  the  confession  that  if  then  le 
any  one  quality  which  he  did  not  ahow  in 
India,  it  is  vacillation  and  iDdeterminalioo, 
and  irresolution,  and  infirmity  of  purpeee. 
Now,  my  Lords,  I  have  said  that  then  ie 
something  in  the  language  of  my  noUn 
Friend,  the  first  noble  Marquees  who  ad- 
dressed you,  which  I  did  not  think  nlto* 
gether  consistent,  deprecating  '*an  en- 
tremo  caution*'  in  the  proceeoinga  of  the 
Governor-general.  Could  any  caution  be  ton 
great  in  his  positiou }  How  did  he  stand  i 
How  fearful  to  contemplate  waa  the  noai* 
tion  in  which  Lonl  Ellenborougfa  foundbim 
self  placed  the  instant  that  he  aecended 
the  chair  of  the  East- Indian  Government. 
1  know  what  his  feeling  and  judgment  on 
that  question  were.  I  purpoaelj  nfaelein 
from  any  allusion  to  tlie  origin  or  the  war« 
in  our  opinions  upon  the  origin  ef  theft 
war  my  noUe  Friend  oppoaite  (the  Dnhe 
of  Wellington)  and  I  boartily  concur  i 
but,  evading  all  political  refarencaa,  if 
any  man  ever  went  to  India  with  the 
impression  on  his  mind  that  the  policy 
— it  might  be  the  right  and  juatifiehie 
fMilicy-— of  his  predecessors,  here  and  there, 
had  placed  him  who  waa  to  auooeed  to  the 
(fovernment  of  India  in  a  aituation  of  ail 
but  unexampled  difficulty,  and  from  which 
to  extricate  the  empire  entrusted  to  hia 
hands  must  be  all  but  a  hopelcm  teak,  Lord 
Kllenborough  was  that  man,  and  with 
these  feelings  often  expressed  io  tbia  place, 
and  a  sense  of  the  load  imposed  upon  him, 
he  left  this  country.  Ilail  matters  mended 
on  his  arrii'al  at  Calcutta  ?  Were  the  re- 
flections which  must  have  haunted  him 
on  his  voyage,  and  might  have  haunted 
the  man  of  the  firmest  mind  that  ever 
wont  out  to  govern  that  country — were 
those  feelings  ami  alarms  diminished  when 
he  ^)t  to  India  by  the  melancholy  and 
most  cii?itressing  events  which  had  hap- 
|M-ned  between  his  sailing  and  arrival, 
and  with  the  tidings  of  which  lie  muei 
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hare  been  greeted  the  inataiit  he  reacbed  |  knd  it  u  to  tbe  praise  of  Lord  EHen. 
the  Bey  of  Bengal  ?  M^  Lorda,  the  Cabal  Uatiagh  that  sudi  haa  baan  hb  atdlbrB 
disaster — the  destniction  trf  one  of  the  condact  In  tba  whole  of  tbeae  trtnactiou; 
largest  armies  that  this  oountry  had  erer  i  Acting  «i  this  Britidide,  whfdi  I  kaov 
sent  to  the  north — (he  alsMat  shaking  of  I  was  Lord  Wellealey*a,  to  be  caadoM,  to 
the  GoremoMut  of  the  coantry  at  home  he  iimdent,  to  take  time,  to  go  eren  to  the 
which  he  was  sent  to  administer  in  the  "  eztraneof  caQtioD,"aa  my  noUeFriend 
East— that  was  the  intelligence  which  says,  io  choosing  hit  agents,  military  or 
reached  Lord  Ellenboroush  on  hii  arrira].  ciril,  at  is  always  proper,  and  having  onco 
If  he  had  hesitated  for  the  purpose  of  re- 1  made  your  cbtnoe  never  more  to  scruple  in 
flection  and  taking  counsel,  and  bad  wished  |  giving  your  entire  and  unstinted  and  un- 
for  further  time,  no  man  could  hare  been  I  abated  ooofideDce  —  so  did  Lord  ElleD- 
surprised,  or  could  bare  blamed  him.  "Ex-  borou^ — and  then  he  said,— 
treroe  caution  !"  Indeed  I  I  ask  again,  in 
these  circumstances  and  conditions  eoald 


be  deemed  extreme  P  My 
Loble  Friend  was  cautious ;  he  did  TeSect. 
Did  he  hetitate  !  As  my  DoUe  Friend, 
the  noble  Duke  has  stated,  he  arrived  on 
the  38th  of  February ;  on  the  Ifitb  of 
Mardi  he  issues  his  6rst  order.  My  noble 
Friend  behind  me  (the  Marquess  of  Clan- 
ricarde)  will  not  quairel  with  me  if 
I  say  that  this  was  "an  iDStruction,"  I 
suppose.  I  will  read  from  the  despatches 
of  the  15th  a  passage  which  my  noble 
Friend  omitted  to  raad.  He  read  from 
the  page  168  ;  J  shall  rmd  from  page  167, 
in  which  Lord  EUenboroagh  had,  within 
a  few  days  of  bis  arriral  in  tl>at  rituadoo, 
surrounded  by  those  difficulties,  made  up 
his  mind  to  this;-> 

"  WbalevsT  course  we  may  hereafter  lake 
moil  mt   solsly   npon   milUary 


And  this  ia  addreased  to  the  militarT 


officer  I  and  I  roayofaaerre  In  passing,  I 
entirely  concur  with  my  noble  Friend,  the 
noble  Duke  (it  ia  a  ranity  to  aay  one  con- 


curs with   him  who, 

tivnight,  is  the  bigbect  of  all  authwitiea) 

aa  to  what  instnictions  a  Governor  In  India 

Inc 

led  it  on  to  those  triumphs,  the  first  of  his 
great  triumphs,  and  under  the  order*  of  a 
Governor-general  not  apt  to  vacillate— a 
GoverDor-general  whoee  name  will  go 
down  to  poetarity  as  one  of  the  greatest 
statesmen  who  ever  adorned  and  built  up 
the  power  and  glory  of  the  country  whicn 
had  the  happiness  to  produce  bim ;  under 
that  great  statesman  my  noble  Friend 
acted  m  the  command  of  tho  forest,  and 
he  knows  in  what  wai  "         " 


"Wbstever  coarse  we  may  beresAer  take 
mutt  reit  solely  upon  miliury  eonstdeialions, 
and  have  in  the  first  iotiance  regard  to  the 


and  Candahar,  to  the  ssnarily  of  our  treopa 
now  in  ihefldd  from  all  nnnsessssry  risks,  and' 
finslly  lo  the  ia>asUbliihBHnt  of  our  nuUtary 
reputalioD^  by  the  inBiction  of  some  simuH 
ind  decisive  blow  npon  Ibt  Al)[haw^  whiA 


may  make  it  appear  to  them,  I 
jecU,  and  lo  onr  own  allies,  tbai  we  have  flte 
powsr  of  Inflicting  pooishnent  upon  those  who 
ooromlt  atroddes  and  viidBts  their  (bte,  and 
that  we  withdraw  vltioiately  fhm  A^ihairfs' 


rue 

show  his  wnse,  as  well  as  his  justice  to  tM 
officers  serving  under  him.  by  giving  ample 
powers,  not  scrupulously,  but  liberally  aad 
geattously,  to  tbote  whoat  ht  Msploy^ 


n  oar  posiUon,  bat  beoanse  we  are  satuoed 
It  tbf  Idng  we  have  set  op  has  not,  as  we 

isly  ted  to  tmagine,  the  support  rf 

!r  which  he  has  been  placed.* 
^Tbat  wH  what  hni  EUanboraogh  d*. 
cidad.  Ha  raMlfsd  od  witbdikwiBg  sld- 
matelyfrom  A1V»'>>'^>  ^*  ^  WMiMt 
fay  Mfl^-Jt  WM  not  far  ■  n^  retnti, 
not  mm  m  datcfaney  MmMin  to  maln- 
tain  our  pontioa ;  bat  baaue  wa  an  ■». 
tiaeed  that  tbt  tlunc  we  hn*  lat  Bpt  haa 
Dot,  at  we  srtit  trrmoiMly  lad  to  lana^ 
tht  mppoct  of  tbo  uadoa  onr  wida  to 
haa  ben  plaotd.  But  tb«ti  goi^  to  tht 
next  pago,  ny  uoUe  Friood  iniirfM  iSuA 
tbara  wai  "oztMna*  cwtiM,"  htt  mtf 
noUo  Frieod.  m  I  coaadvih  1m  tdtta  m 
inoortact  view  aa  lo  the  nlsaat  of  tb«  p|i- 
tooen,  tot  tha  Oosenn-gnitnl  wd,— 

••  To  alhM  tho  rslsaaa  of  tha  ptkoMH  litas 
St  Cabd,  fai  BB  objaai  likawias  doaply  itfas^ 
sstiag  in  poiat  at  fsaUog  and  of  hoaoor." 

ThenwM  bfi*  m  flying  Aob  the  cam- 
try,  hut  haHng  gins  hie  oplnloa,  he  Ut 
themodeefdeitllu  with  tbooe  auttan  t* 
the  oOeett  wboaa  no  trwtod.  Than  WH 
BOpntfoT  barititieadii  hb  ^mIi  bat* 
pmaTthtt  he  pbeed  eoBfideaee  In  Oaie  to 
whaa  he  tTHtad  the  eteeatba  ef  hh  er- 
4era.  aad  it  wwid  be  fcund  that  hatt 
mbubanMgh  hod  aelad  b  tha'HMo  wit 
-"       WhUdflH  Lead  XUaiAtt. 
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rough  say  in  the  seventh  paragraph  of 
his  letter  to  General  Pollock  on  his  instal- 
lation ? — this  is  the  GoFemor-general  who 
cares  little  for  the  ransom  of  the  prisoners 
in  the  hands  of  the  Affghans : — 

"  When  every  prisoner  within  the  reach  of 
the  power  of  the  Cabul  government  shall  have 
been  surrendered,  then,  and  not  till  then,  you 
may  give  orders  suited  to  a  state  of  return." 

Then  we  are  told  that  we  must  look  to 
the  despatch  of  the  19th  of  April.  But 
that  despatch  was  one  of  a  series  sent  to 
one  of  those  gallant  officers  who  had  re- 
ceived fiill  instructions  suited  for  various 
emergencies  and  various  events,  and  accord- 
ingly it  was  not  necessary  to  enter  into  a 
subject  again  and  again.  He  is  writing 
upon  another  point — on  the  question  of 
advancing  or  retreating — and  the  language 
he  uses  is  decisive.  I  maintain  that  if 
there  were  no  other  papers  on  the  subject 
except  that  despatch  of  the  19tli  of  April, 
it  is  absolutely  demonstrative  of  Lord  El- 
lenborough's  intentions  and  instructions  to 
those  officers  not  to  retreat,  unless  in  the 
case  of  absolute,  overruling,  overwhelming 
necessity. 

'<  It  will,  however,  likewise  be  for  considera- 
tion whether  our  troops  having  been  redeemed 
from  the  state  of  peril  in  which  they  had  been 

J>laced  in  AfTghanislan,  and  it  may  still  be 
lOped,  not  without  the  inffiction  of  some  severe 
blow  upon  the  Afighan  army,  it  would  be  jus- 
tifiable again  to  push  them  forward  for  no 
other  object  than  that  of  revenging  our  losses, 
and  of  reestablishing,  in  all  its  original  bril- 
liancy, our  military  character.'' 

So  that,  even  in  that  very  despatch 
in  which  they  were  told  that  the  Gover- 
nor -  general  intended  to  fly,  and  not 
to  regain  the  honour  of  the  Hritish  arms, 
even  there  he  suggests  the  infliction  of 
some  severe  blow  on  the  Affghans  by  taking 
possession  of  an  advanced  pottt  in  Aflfghan- 
istan.  My  Lords,  my  noble  Friends  here 
in  this  House,  in  their  comments  on  Lord 
£llenborough*a  conduct,  have  adopted  as 
they  did  on  the  subject  of  the  American 
treaty,  a  language  powerfully  contrastcii 
with  that  which  their  supporters  have  been 
accustomed  to  adopt  in  relation  to  Dml  El- 
lenborougli  in  their  comments  elsewhere  and 
out  of  doors.  My  noble  Friends  here  speak 
smoothly — speak  softly — on  the  subject. 
One  may  say  of  them  as  was  said  by  an 
inspired  poet  of  others,  "  'Hie  words  of 
their  mouths  are  soft  as  butter,  having  war 
in  their  hearts,  their  words  are  smoother 
than  oil,  yet  be  they  very  swords."     But 


those  who  elsewherehave  dealtwith  the 
duct  of  the  Governor- general  show  or 


the  '^  war  that  is  in  their  hearts.'*    Thej 
brandish  *'  the  very  swords,"  be  they  moR 
or  less  sharp^more  or  less  trenchant,  witli 
which  they  are  by  nature  endowed,  and  be 
the  might  with  which  they  wield  them  more 
or  less  potent ;  but  omitting  the  butter  and 
the  oil,  they  endeavour  to  inflict  aa  aerere 
a  wound  as  the  strength  of  their  arm  and 
the  sharpness  of  their  weapons  will  enable 
them  to  deal ;  and,  accordingly,  my  noble 
Friend   the    Governor-general    hen   has 
only  been    charged    with  **  an   extreme 
caution,**  and  at  the  same  time  with  an 
oily  sheathing  to  even  that  little  sting, 
this   tiny   weapon  is    wrapped  up  in   a 
disavowal  of  intention  to  give  pain,  and  of 
all   idea  of  imputing  blame.     Elaewhcie 
there  has  been  no  such  disavowal,  bat,  on 
the  contrary,  instead  of  extreme  cautioo*** 
I  protest  that  in  three  long  mootha  of  an* 
interrupted  abuse  und  calumny,  no  phraae 
has  been  used  more  gentle  than  the  '*  base," 
''  un-English,"  *<  reckless,'*  ''  daataidly/' 
*^  cowardly,"  conduct  of  the  Governor-gene* 
ral.  [<'  Hear."]  I  speak  literally ;  theae  wen 
the  expressions ;  the  last,  the  foulest  and 
the  coarsest  of  the  whole,  being  the  most 
frequently  repeated,  being  the  most  coo- 
genial   to  the  nature  of  those  who  im- 
potent to  all  other  purpose  can  bat  jast 
show  the  rancour  that  is  in  them^  like  su- 
perannuated  Tipers.,  which  jrfiH  haw  ih^r 
Lag  of  venom^^  but  have  lost  the  perfe. 
rated  tooth  TBrough  which'  to  aouirtit    M  j 
Lords,  it  Is  no  nght  matter  for  an  offioer 
of  the  exalted  rank  and  station  of   my 
noble  Friend  Lord  Ellenborough,  for  a  par- 
son sent  to  the  other  side  of  the  globe,  and 
commissioned  to  administer  the  aflTairs  of  a 
great  empire  in  a  most  difficult  emergency, 
it  is  no  light  matter,  that  he  should  be  held 
up  to  the  contempt,  and,  1  will  add,  to  tha 
execration  of  his  countrymen,  as  was  the 
Governor-general     of  India    during   the 
the  last  vacation,  upon    grounds    which 
the  production  of  this  book  triumphantly 
shows  to  be  utterly  devoid  of  all  pretence 
of  even  the  shadow  of  a  shade  ol  founda- 
tion.    If  there  be  any  who  think  that  the 
Governor-general  stands  impeached  upon 
the  ground  of  having  abandoned  the  pri- 
soners, of  having  refused   to  advance,  of 
having  withheld  authority,  or,  if  )'ou  will, 
of  having  "  withheld  instructions"  to  the 
army  to  struggle  until  the  honour  of  the 
British  arms  was  rc8tore<l,  and  the  pri- 
soners were  regained — if  there  Xhf  any  who 
still  think  even  after  this  mass  of  evidence 
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that  tliis  remains  still  in  doubt/ they  then, 
I  say,  ought  to  take  the  course  to  which 
my  noble  Friend  who  last  addressed  you, 
had  the  manliness  to  advert  »they  ought 
to  give  their  notice,  to  bring  forward 
the  question  and  have  it  debated,  and  not 
to  allow  a  Governor-general  in  the  service 
of  his  country  to  be  held  up  to  European 
and  to  Indian,  to  English  as  well  as  to  the 
native  powers,  as  a  person  whose  conduct 
is  not  above  suspicion,  though  it  may  be 
above  and  beyond  the  reach  of  complaint : 
they  ought  to  bring  that  subject  forward 
in  the  open  manly  fashion  adverted  to  by 
my  noble  Friend,  and  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  upon  a  debate  of  the  que^ion.  I 
know,  my  Lords,  something  has  been  said 
about  a  proclamation,  and  about  a  de- 
spatch, and  I  agree  with  those  who  lament 
that  the  Governor-general  in  one  of  those 
despatches  suffered  himself  for  a-  moment 
to  be  led  away  in  alluding  to  the  conduct 
of  his  predecessor,  which  remarks  I  think 
he  ought  to  have  spared.  But  that  is  not 
what  they  are  harping  on  and  carping  at 
out  of  doors,  and  elsewhere;  it  is  at  the 
language,  the  style  of  one  of  my  noble 
Friend's  proclamations,-  that  they  take  for 
the  theme  of  their  unceasing  cavils.  >  This 
language  was  possibly  open  to  observation, 
but  the. style  of  a  proclamation  or  a  speech 
is  a  matter  of  trifling:  importance.  *  I  am 
looking  at  the  acts  and  deeds  of  the  Go- 
vernor-general. If  the  question  in  dispute 
were  with  respect  to  a  speech  on  this  subject 
were  respecting  the  excellence  of  a  work 
as  a  matter  of  criticism;  or  if  the  question 
of  art,  it  would  then  be  all  very  well  to 
speak  of  language ;  but  I  am  speaking 
of  the  conduct  of  a  great  public  servant. 


(( 


-Non  ego  paucis 


Offend ar  macolis,  quas  aut  incuria  fadit^ 
Aut  huroana  parum  cavit  natura.'' 

I  say  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  his 
words,  his  phrases,  his  sentences ;  I  look 
at  his  public  conduct.  >  If  his  acts'are  ri^t, 
if  his  public  conduct  is  unimpeachable,  I 
{/ive  him  at  once  my  hearty  approval,  and 
acquit  him  of  all  these  cnarges.  -  Such 
are  the  opinions  which  I  have: formed -ob 
this  subject.  I  think  justice  to  the -ser- 
vice of  the  Crown  makes  it  my  impectitrve 
duty  after  what  has- passed,  to  Hj  one 
word  on  a  subject  on  whidi  my  noble 
Friend  last  spoke.  I  confess  I  should  like 
a  little  more  explanation  relative  to  a  pas-' 
sage  in  the  retreat  of  our  troops,  which  has 
filled  me  and,  I  believe,  all  good  English* 
men — all  friends  of  civilization  and  ^hu- 

VOL.  LXVI.    {JSi)  _ 
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manity  with  great  grief,  I  might  almoiit 
say  dismay, — i  mean  the  unnecessary  cruel- 
ties practised  on  the  retreat*  The  subject 
is  so  painful,  that  I  would  willingly  avoid 
it  altogether.  My  noble  Friend  has  done 
justice  to  the  Governor-general,  with 
respect  to  those  reported  atrocities ;  he  is 
perfectly  free  from  blame  regarding  them ; 
he  has  no  more  to  do  with  them  &an  any 
of  your  Lordships,  or  any  of  the  prisoners 
themselves  at  Jellalabad.  But  now,  one 
word  as  to  Colonel  Dennie.  I  rejoiced  to 
hear  the  panegyric  pronounced  upon  that 
gallant  and  defeated  officer  by  my  noUe 
Friend.  I  have  seen  also  witii  satis&ctioii 
the  beautiful  and  eloquent  tribute  to  his 
memory  contained  in  the  Govemor-ge- 
neral's  despatch.  It  is  nainful  to  me  to  add 
that  I  greatly  lament  tnat  a  gallant  oflteer, 
whom  I  lately  saw  in  this  place  (Lord 
Keane) — a  noble  Baron  connected  with 
the  early  stage  of  these  affiurs,  felt  it  his 
duty,  one  whidi  must  have  proved  moat 
painfril  to  him,  to  be  prononnoedsome  dis- 
approval of  the  conauct  of  that  gallant 
officer.  The  best  proof  that  could  be  giren 
by  the  noble  and  gallant  Baron  that  the 
conduct  of  Colonel  Dennie  was  abore  all 
Mame,  was  furnished  by  the  candour  of  the 
Officer  himself  when  he  selected  him  to 
conduct  the  stormioff  party  at  Ghuinee, 
the  a4>ture  of  whi<£  was  the  origin  of 
those  great  add  sinlpdar  honours  which 
he  has  won.  The  noUe  and  g^ant  Barali 
must  have  been  confident,  that  he  was  an 
officer  deserving  in  every  way,  or  he  would 
not  have  appoiated  him  to  a  oomnuuid,  oq 
the  successful  conduct  of  which  the  very 
existence  of  the  army  depended.  But  I 
have  another  proof  besides  the  noble  Loid, 
the  late  Commaoder-in-Chief  in  North* 
em  India.  I  have  the  testimony  of  my 
noUe- Friend  the  late  Oovemcnvgenenu, 
who  in  one  of  the  ftfon  now  on  your 
.LordAips' « Table  not'  only  prononncesm 
warm  paiiegyric  upon  tlie  late  Colonel 
Dennie,*  bat  also  expraMea  bis  l^gh  appro^ 
•bsiaon  of  the  seklctioa  madeof  thatjpdmnt 
officer,  stating  that  he  was  an  c&otrdl 
the  most '  dktinjniished  merit.  These 
chttfustances  nu£e  the'melaiiMdibljr  erait 
more  dee|dy  to'be  lamented**  which  hat 
deprived*  die  country  of -Colonel  Daiiiie's 
services^'  and'  him  the,'  de^gkt  of  sarriiring 
to  the  pericid'Of  that.' victory,  to:  whidi  in 
the  eariiy'itage  of  the  war  he  had  bimiellr 
SO '  greatly  •  oontribated.''  I'  hope ,  whit  I 
have'now  staled, 'added  to  the  miiiiU'inQrs 
pow»fiit"expre8sioas  nsed  hj  my  noUe 
#ffiend  the  noUe   Duke  tmositsu  nii¥ 
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tend  to  Boothe  the  anguish  of  the  sur- 
viving relatives  of  that  lamented  officer. 
As  to  myself*  I  had  and  have  no  knoir- 
ledge  of  him  or  of  his  family ;  and,  in- 
deed, I  was  not  even  aware  of  his  exist- 
ence until  I  saw  his  name  mentioned  in  the 
orders  of  the  GoFemor-eeneral,  and  was 
referred  to  the  works  of  three  officers,  who 
had  served  in  the  AfTghan  war,  in  which 
his  conduct  was  treated  with  most  honour- 
able mention.  I  heartily  agree  in  the  mo- 
tion which  has  to-night  been  submitted  to 
your  Lordships  by  my  noble  Friend,  the 
noble  Duke  opposite.  I  cordially  unite 
with  those  who  call  for  unanimity  in  the 
approval  of  that  motion,  and  I  can  only 
hope  that,  in  giving  expression  to  these 
opinions,  I  have  confined  myself  most 
strictly  to  the  military  operations  under 
consideration.  I  have  given  no  opinion  as 
to  the  origin  of  the  war>— I  give  no  opinion 
•8  to  the  policy  of  any  part  of  the  Grovernor- 
general's  conduct  — -  that  is  not  now  a 
question  before  your  Lordships  ;  but,  con- 
fining my  observations  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Governor- general  of  India  in  connexion 
with  the  military  operations,  I  join  heartily 
in  the  expression  of  approbation  and  thanks 
to  the  Governor-general^ to  the  officers  by 
whom  those  operations  were  conducted; 
and  I  offer  my  thanks  to  Providence  for 
having  vouchsafed  to  relieve  our  armies  of 
the  great,  though  temporary,  stain  that 
was  upon  them,  oar  councils  of  a  most 
grievous  embarrassment,  and  our  Indian 
empire  from  the  peril  which  at  one  mo- 
ment appeared  almost  greater  than  the 
unaided  efforts  of  man  could  have  sufficed 
to  overcome. 

The  Marquess  of  Latudomfie :  The  noble 
and  learned  Lord  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
dwelt  upon  one  expression  of  mine  upon 
which  to  found  a  most  unworthy  charge 
against  me,  of  supporting  the  motion  be- 
fore your  Lordships  by  mj  vote,  while  I 
have  done  not  so  by  my  speech.  Being  con- 
scious that  I  did  not  utter  one  word  in  that 
speech  which  would  be  inconsistent  with 
tne  vote  it  is  my  intention  to  give.  I  trust 
to  the  recollection  of  the  House  to  show 
that  my  noble  and  learned  Friend  has 
most  grossly,  though  not  intentionally, 
misrepresented  me.  It  was  not  necfssary 
for  nic  to  make  this  explanation  after  the 
si)cc(*h  of  the  noble  liord  the  Frosi(I(>nt  of 
the  (kmrd  of  (  ontrol,  who  adverted  to  the 
same  expression  as  used  by  me,  because 
that  noble  LonI,  with  a  cindour  whirh  my 
noble  and  learned  Friend  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  imitate,  at  the  s:uae  liiu«'  that 


he  adverted  to  it,  referred  alio  to  the  par- 
ticular qualification  with  which  that  ex- 
pression was  used.  In  stating  my  raaeiNM 
for  supporting  a  motion  expreirife  of  ap- 
probation of  die  ability  and  jodnienk  with 
which  the  Governor-general  of  India  had 
applied  the  resources  of  the  country  to 
the  operations  of  her  Majesty's  army,  I 
adverted  to  the  ftict  that  the  vote  was  not 
one  thanking  the  Governor-general  far 
'^  the  direction"  of  those  operations.  That 
ex|)ressioo  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  motion 
— It  is  omitted  from  the  vote,  and  the  ob- 
servations of  my  noble  and  learned  Friead 
have  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  call  the 
attention  of  your  Loi^ships  to  that  soh- 
ject.  After  stating  my  reasons  fior  ap- 
proving the  exertions  oif  the  noble  Loid 
the  Governor-general  of  India,  I 
that  I  attributed  greater  merit  to  the 
manders  of  the  army  in  consequence  of  the 
extreme  caution  which  the  Gofemor- 
general  had  exhibited,  adding  that  I  did 
not  condemn  that  caution,  hut  on  the  con- 
trary, I  thought  great  caution  was,  under 
the  circumstances  commendable.  My  noUe 
and  learned  Friend  seems  not  to  haveheaid 
all  that  fell  from  me,  but  what  I  did  say 
was  merely  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting 
to  your  Lordships  toe  responsibility 
thrown  by  that  extent  of  caution  upon 
those  gallant  officers,  and  the  increased 
merit  of  those  officers  for  taking  that  re* 
sponsibilty  upon  themselves.  NoWp  I 
stated  that  mm  a  passage  in  the  hook 
which  is  before  me  now,  but  which  I  did 
not  read  to  vour  Lordships.  It  is  adoen- 
ment  in  which  the  Governor-ffeneral,  in 
the  exercise  of  that  caution  which  1  rspeat 
I  do  not  condemn,  writing  to  M^or-geMral 
Nott,  directs  him  on  no  account  to  under- 
take any  operations  of  a  hazardous  nature 
against  Ghuznee  or  Cabul,  thereby  putting 
upon  General  Nott  whether  or  not  he  would 
venture  upon  those  operations.  Now,  I 
beg  to  ask,  was  not  that  extreme,  though 
pasfibly  justifiable  caution  on  the  part  ef 
the  Governor-general — does  it  not  increase 
the  merit  of  General  Nott,  that  though 
cautioned  again  and  again,  no  less  than 
five  times  in  one  fmgo  of  the  book  belbre 
your  Lt>rdship6,  he  did  not  hesitate  tu 
engage  in  that  perilous  march  of  300  miles 
— that  he  did  not  hesitate  to  take  the  re- 
sponsibility of  destroying  Ghuxnee  and  of 
advancing  to  Cabul,  where  General  Pol- 
IcN'k  met  him,  that  gallant  officer  also  ad- 
vancing on  his  own  rpsponsibility  ?  Now, 
I  say  to  my  iN»ble  and  leameil  Friend,  that 
unli-m  be  in  prepared  to  vefnse  Ui  three  two^ 
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gallant  officers  the  merit  of  so  advancing 
upon  their  own  respontibiltjr,  he  cannot 
blame  me  for  pointing  out  the  circomatance 
to  your  Lordahipa  that  thia  responaibilitjr 
had  been  thrown  upon  them— not  once, 
but  two  or  three  time»— by  the  Oovemcns 
geueral'— a  responsibility  which,  I  say,  was 
justly  and  fortunately  thrown  upon  tliem 
in  consequence  of  the  courage,  seal,  and  in- 
trepidity which  they  exhibited.  So  much 
for  explanation.  I  will  not  follow  my 
noble  and  learned  Friend  into  the  contests 
of  newspapers,  of  which  I  know  nothing, 
nor  will  I  enter  into  a  discussion  with  him 
upon  the  American  treaty,  which  is  a  sub- 
ject not  now  before  the  House.  '*  Sufficient 
for  the  day  is  the  eril  thereof;"  and  your 
Lordships  shall  not  hear  me  speak  on  all 
subjects  when  only  one  question  is  under 
consideration. 

Lord  Brougham  said,  he  certainly  did 
not  hear  hia  noble  Friend  accompany  his 
use  of  the  words  *'  extreme  caution"  with 
the  obser?ations  he  had  just  offered  in  es-* 
planation  tothe  House.  His  noble  Friend 
had  made,  as  was  to  be  expected  from  him, 
an  excellent  and  candid  explanation,  with 
which  lie  entirely  concumd.  It  turned 
out  that  his  noble  Friend's  reason  for  using 
the  words  ''  extreme  caution"  was  not  to 
throw  any  kind  of  blame  upon  the  Go* 
Temor-general ;  it  was  not  "  to  bint  a 
fault  and  hesitate  dislike  |*'  it  was  not 
"  to  damn  with  foint  praise;*'  but  hh 
noble  Friend  had»  it  seemed,  uaed  the  ez* 
pression— 4iot  in  odium  of  the  Goyernor- 
generaly  but  praise  of  the  officers  by 
whom  the  military  operations  were  con- 
ducted. In  short,  his  ndble  Friend's  only 
reason  for  making  use  of  the  words  ''  ex- 
treme caution"  was  not  for  the  purpose  of 
throwing  anjrthinglike  doubt  upon  the  con- 
duct of  Lora  Ellenborough,  but  to  express 
more  strongly  his  commendation  of  the 
gallant  officers.  It  was  a  conFCnient  rule, 
however,  which  it  was  well  to  practice, 
that  when  you  wished  to  bestow  praise 
upon  any  person,  it  should  be  conteyed  in 
express  terms,  and  not  at  iba  exoenae  of 
imputing,  however  indirectly,  blana  to 
another.  That ''  comoarisons  were  odions'' 
was  a  common  rule  of  prudence  and  good 
sense.  If  his  mind  haa  not  been  praoecu- 
pied  by  the  constant  attacks  upon  his  noUe 
and  absent  Friend,  he  should  doubtlev 
have  comprehended  the  whole  of  the  noUe 
Marquess's  remarks,  bnt  when  he  heard  the 
wordb  <*  extreme  caution,"  it  was  impoa* 
sible  for  him  to  disunite  then  from  the 
attacks  in  which  the  words  "  base,  dai- 


tardly,  and  cowardly,"  had  been  so  larishly 
used.  He,  howeFer.  was  not  sorry  diat  he 
had  misunderstood  his  noUe  Friend,  as  it 
had  led  to  an  exphmation  which  others 
like  himaelf,  mij^t  reouire. 

Lord  FiftgeraU  and  Feteg  was  under- 
stood to  say,  with  reforence  to  the  terma 
of  the  preaent  motion,  they  were  the  same 
as  had  been  adopted  by  this  and  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  on  the  occasion  of 
thanks  being  voted  to  the  late  Governor- 
general. 

The  Bishop  of  Salidmry  said,  it  w]w  not 
his  intention  to  say  one  word  to  detract 
from  those  great  and  ^^orioas  snocessea 
which  had  been  feUowid  br  that  meat 
blessed  of  all  thinsa-wi  kI^^wUs  peace,  or 
to  prevent  the  au Aors  of  those  sucoeasea 
from  teoeivio^  the  unanfanoua  thanka  of 
their  Lordship^  House.  He  couM  not 
have  said  a  single  word  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, but  for  som^  expressions  whldi  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  and  hamed  Lord  op* 
posite  (Lord  Broufffaam),  rather  in  the 
heat  of  an  animated  defonoe  of  an  absent 
Friend,  than  that  thev  were  the  result  of 
the  noMe  and  bamed  Loid'a  oool  and  de- 
liberate Judffment.  He  abonld  not  now  go 
into  the  auMect-matter  to  which  the  noUe 
Lord  had  alluded,  aa  hia  only  oUect  in 
rising  waa  to  gumi  hinadf  and  their 
Lor&hips^  and  in  Justice  to  thoae  Chriatian 
foelinga  which  he  waa  aura  pervaded  aU 
tbev  hreaat^  from  bebji  sttppoasd  tonaaant 
to  the  teroM  In  whioh  tta  noue  and  leaned 
Lord  had  dioo^  fit  to  apeah  of  a  pnefau 
roation  whieh  waa  not  now  baftm  tht 
Houae.  Certainly,  he  difiared  widely  flmi 
the  terms  and  manner  in  wUdi  the  aoUo 
and  learned  Lord  had  qdmn  of  thot  priK 
damation ;  he,  howifnr«  vouU  not  nenk 
of  it  now  aa  he  thought  ii  daearfodt  iMo- 
much  aa  the  onestion  now  faafera  their 
liordahipe  was  conSnad  to  the  oxpnssioBi 
of  thanka  to  tbo  Qovomor-tiooral  Mid  tho 
army.  Tboaniieh  it  wonldnoCyheboiNid, 
be  thought  onbacoming  Um  to  aqr «-*that 
if  erer  tb»t  psoohmiathw  ahoold  beooMo 
the  Buhjoct  of  diaonasioo  in  tbia  Hooae,  bo 
was  aara  it  would  be  doeiMd  bjr  their 
Lordships  geneally,  as  it  waa  alnady  olsa« 
wher^^  a  moat  unheppy  aooampinimeDt  to 
tiieae  auoceasesL 

The  Bishop  of  CUoleaCsr  briefly  n^ 
preased  hia  entne  oonconenoe  in  tHo  oh* 
aervattooa  whidi  had  lUlen  ftmn  the  r^ 
rsr.Prahle. 

Lo>d  Brmgimm  asid»  that  in  yindiqMJna 
of  his  noUe  and  absent  Friend  Miinit  tho 
nttack  of  the  two  right  *ktT.PMM^ani' 
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in  reply  to  the  great  clamour,  he  ought 
to  say  clatter,  which  had  been  made 
about  the  proclamation  in  question,  he 
must  observe,  that  his  noble  Friend  the 
Governor-general,  than  whom  there  was 
no  more  pious  and  sincere  Christian,  never 
dreamed  of  showing  any  preference  of  any 
heathen  religion,  for  Hindoo  over  Maho-. 
metan,  or  for  the  Juggernaut,  or  any 
other  heathen  idols.  The  proclamation 
was  a  political  matter  merely,  and  though 
he  had,  at  first,  been  led  away  by  the  cla- 
mour which  had  been  raised  about  the  pro- 
clamafion,  he  could  say,  that  if  the  right  rev. 
Prelates  ^ould  think  it  right  or  becoming 
their  station  to  bring  the  matter  before  the 
House,  he  would  demonstrate  to  the  satis- 
faction of  every  calm  and  dispassionate  in- 
quirer that  the  words  did  not  and  could 
not  bear  the  construction  which  had  been 
put  upon  them.  He  had  lately  read  by 
accident  this  document  ;  the  other  he  had 
only  seen  at  second  hand. 

The  Earl  of  Minto  said,  the  extension 
which  in  the  course  of  this  discussion  had 
been  given  to  the  proposed  vote  of  thanks 
compelled  him  to  address  to  the  House  a 
few  words  in  explanation  of  the  grounds 
on  which  he  should  be  induced  to  refrain 
from  offering  any  opposition  to  that  vote. 
He  understood  the  vote  to  express  their 
Lordships'  sense  of  the  talent,  ability,  and 
judgment  with  which  the  Governor- 
general  had  applied  the  resources  of  the 
Indian  empire  in  aid  of  the  military  ope. 
rations  in  that  country;  and  he  did  not 
understand  that  it  was  intended  to  be 
implied  that  those  operations  had  been 
originated,  directed,  or  conducted  by 
Lord  Ellenborough.  On  looking  at  the 
mass  of  papers  before  the  House,  he  found 
that  if  the  wishes  of  that  noble  Lord  had 
been  carried  into  effect,  the  House  would 
not  now  have  been  called  upon  to  vote 
any  thanks  either  to  the  Governor-general 
or  to  the  army,  because  it  was  quite  clear, 
if  it  had  been  possible  to  execute  the 
orders  he  g^ve,  every  man  would  have 
been  withdrawn  from  Afghanistan  before 
any  attempt  had  been  made  to  recover 
the  honour  of  the  British  arms  or  the 
prisoners  in  that  country,  ilc  denied 
also  that  the  terms  of  the  pie^nt  motion 
were  precisely  the  same  as  thoM  used  on 
the  occasion  of  the  thanks  voted  by  Par- 
liament to  his  noble  Friend  Lord  Auck- 
land, for  on  that  vote  the  words  **  under 
his  direction"  appeared.  What  hr  prin- 
cipally rose  to  do,  however,  was  to  guard 


himself  from  being  supposed  to  particmtte 
in  that  more  extensive  constraction  of  the 
vote  which  had  been  suggested  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion.  There  wM,.ha 
confessed, another  difficulty  whieh  weighed 
considerably  on  his  mind .  in  cODtideno^. 
the  case.  He  thought  this  propotition 
unprecedented.  .  The  thanks  of  Perlie* 
ment  wero  one  of  the  greatest  hoooan 
that  could  be  conferred  upon  a  pahlic 
servantf  and  in  this  case  he  felt  it  vm 
lowering  the  character  of  the  votes  hitherto 
given,  and  that  it  was  somewhat  a  pros- 
titution of  that  honour.  It  was  anprece- 
dented,  because  he  was  not  aware  thai 
thanks  had  ever  before  been  given  to  eej 
Governor.general  of  India,  except  for  ser- 
vices  of  which  he  was  either  the  originator 
or  the  conductor.  Such  had  beeo  the 
case  in  the  instance  of  the  Marqoete 
Wei lesley— such  had  been  the  caie  in  the 
instance  of  his  noble  Friend  behind  hin 
and  such,  also,  had  been  the  case  in  the 
instance  of  the  conquest  of  the  island  of 
Java.  The  utmost  latitude,  therefore,  that 
he  could  consent  to  give  to  the  motion 
was  to  join  in  the  expression  of  the  tatit* 
faction  felt  in  the  talent,  ability,  and  jodg- 
ment  with  which  the  Governor-general 
had  applied  the  resources  of  the  Indien 
empire  to  the  military  operations  in  that 
country. 

The  resolutions  were  then  pot  sersoliM 
from  the  Woolsack,  and  declared  to  he 
carried  nemine  dissentienie. 

It  was  then  resolved,  that  the  said  leeo- 
luttons  be  transmitted  by  the  Lord  Chan* 
cellor  to  the  Governor-general  of  India 
and  that  his  Lordship  be  requested  to 
communicate  the  same  to  the  teferal 
officers  referred  to  therein. 

The  House  adjourned  at  20  minutes 
past  9  o'clock. 
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MufCTRs.]    Nbw  Mbmbsu  Swomn,—Sir Siwn— I 
Spry,  rur  Bodmin. 

BiLLM.     /*iiMr.— !•      lav  or 

Virtm :  ( 'ml  Vcndun  PmaltMi;  Turnpike  Roadi. 
'J*    Suilbiiry  DUrranrhiiciTMnt ;  roroacr*«  l»q 
il/;pur/nl.— Trampirtnl  t?i>iivicti. 
Frimte.^T'     Canibrun   Iron   ind  Spritrr  C 
iMhcaitn  ami  Krr«tnQ  Junction  Railway  ; 
mrtery. 

PmTioMn  pRiki^TRO.    Bj  Dr. 

Ilulme.  ami  fmni  Cturgv  Tinker,  tar  Uw  Rfpaal 
C'nmlawt.— By  Mr.  (*.   Bracr.   ft\m%  PorM  1' 
(Fifnhim.  Auchcnbowie  CoHwry  (Slirlii^i.  Al 
Wcllnrcnil  Coliirry  iFitahirv).  TownhiU  C 
DunfrmiLnet,  sholt^  Iran  Wuriu.  Carl  of 
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lieries  (Fifesbiie),  and  Camm  HaU  and  Ktamalrd,  for  tiM  ^ 
Repeal  of  the  Mines  and  ColUeriei  Act— Frain  the 
Owners  of  Venels  in  the  Coal  Trade,  to  be  rdievad  ftom 
Penalties  incurred  by  them.— By  Mr.  T.  S.  Dunoombe, 
fhxn  Workmen  of  Lancashire,  Cheshire,  and  DerbyiUre, 
for  Relief,  and  fi>r  the  Repeal  of  the  Com-Iaws.— By  Star 
R.  H.  Inglis,  and  Messrs.  Miles,  and  Staflbrd  aBiian, 
fkom  Denbi^,  Llangadwaladr,  Wrsxham,  Llaofwyflnw 
Treldraetb,  Shqytoo  BfaUet,  Bath,  Uanarmoo,  Ooadle, 
and  Castlemartin,  against  the  Union  of  the  Sees  of  St. 
Asaph  and  Bangor.— By  Mr.  Ross,  ftom  BdfiHt,  against 
Emigration  horn  Africa  to  the  West  Indies  {  also  against 
the  Article  in  the  American  Treaty  rdatiTe  to  giving  up 
Felons.- By  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  ftom  Shepton  Mallet»  and 
Milton  Cleredon,  for  Churdi  Extension. 

Church  of  Scotland.^  Sir  A.  L, 
Hay  said,  he  wished  to  put  a  quettioD  to 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Secretary  for 
the  Home  Department.  He  had  not  given 
notice  of  his  intention  to  put  the  question ; 
but  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  perfectly  prepared  to  give  an 
answer  to  it  one  way  or  the  other.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  her  Majesty's  Government  to 
propose,  during  the  present  Session,  any 
measure  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the 
unfortunate  differences  which  had  arisen 
in  the  Church  of  Scotland  ? 

Sir  J.  Graham  said,  the  hoo.  Gentle- 
man had  not  been  so  obliging  as  to  give 
him  notice  of  the  question  be  had  just  pat, 
but  his  hon.  Friend,  the  Member  for  Ar- 
gyleshire,  had  been  more  obliging,  and 
had  notified  to  him  his  intention  of  asking 
the  very  question  just  put  to  him  by  the 
hon.  Member.  His  hon.  Friend  would 
propose  the  question  on  Thursday  next, 
and  on  that  day  he  should  give  an  answer 
to  it. 

Sir  A.  L,  Hay  considered  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  been 
very  discourteous.  As  a  Member  of  that 
House. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber that  he  was  not  in  order. 

Temperance  Society  at  Dvngan- 
KON.]  Mr.  jRoefriici^  wished  to  ask  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  Ireland,  a 
question  respecting  a  transaction  which 
occurred  in  Ireland  in  November  last.  On 
the  Ist  of  November  the  Temperance  So- 
ciety of  Dungannon  was  about  to  hold  a 
festival,  and  sent  to  the  Monaghan  Tern* 
perance  Society,  asking  them  to  cone  in 
procession  to  Dunsannon,  with  their  baod, 
which  they  did.  They  marched  towards 
Dungannon,  and  were  met  by  Lord  North- 
land and  another  magistrate,  who  violently 
interrupted  them,  and,  by  their  oideri» 
two  persons  were  takea  iDtb.eoilodjr  and 


imprisoned.  They,  in  consequence,  after- 
wards brought  actions  against  the  noble 
Lord,  which  were  compounded  :  10/.  were 
paid  in  order  to  buy  them  off.  The  ques- 
tion he  had  to  ask  was,  whether  these  cir- 
cumstances had  been  inquired  into  by  the 
Irish  Government,  and,  if  on  inquiry,  they 
had  been  found  to  be  correct,  whether  the 
name  of  his  Lordship  had  been  struck  off 
t  he  list  of  the  commission  of  the  peace  ? 

Lord  Eliot  said,  that  the  subject  had 
been  inquired  into  by  her  Majesty's  Go*' 
vernment ;  and,  from  that  inquiry,  it  ap» 
peared  that  the  magistrates  had  received  in- 
formation that  the  Temperance  Society  of 
Monaghan  were  about  to  enter  Dungannon 
in  procession.  They  had  also  been  in- 
formed that  the^  inhabitants  of  a  neigh- 
bouring district,  chiefly  composed  of  Pro- 
testants, were  determined  to  oppose  the 
entry  of  the  procession.  It,  therefore, 
appeared  to  them,  to  be  imperatively  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  an  array  of  this  kind  ih 
the  town,  from  which  there  was  every  rea- 
son to  apprehend  a  breach  of  the  peace. 
Accordingly  they  went  out  on  horseback, 
accompanied  by  a  small  party  of  the  emu 
stsbulary  force— he  believed  about  a 
dozen.  Most  hon.  Gentlemen  were  awara 
that  the  temperance  societies  were  almost 
exclusively,  or  at  least  chiefly,  composed 
of  Roman  Catholics,  [Mr.  H.  OnMmi 
No,]  while  the  inhabitants  of  Dun^noa 
were  for  the  most  part  Protestants,  m  fact, 
they  were  what  might,  some  years  ago, 
have  been  called  Orangemen.  Under 
these  drenmstances,  .  the  magistratw 
thought  it  r%ht  to  prevent  the  proeessioa. 
They  met  it  on  the  road,  preceded  by  a 
band  of  music,  and  accompanied  by  ban- 
ners. The  magistrates  called  upon  them 
to  halt,  and  represented  to  them  that  their 
conduct  would  be  likely  to  create  a  breach 
of  the  peace,  and  desired  them  not  to 
enter  the  town.  One  of  them  stmck  the 
horse  of  Lord  Northland,  and  another  of 
them  made  use  of  violent  and  threatening 
language.  The  magistrate  took  these  two 
persons  mfo  costodY,  sent  them  to  gad, 
and  then  wr<^  out  their  commitment,  la 
doing  this  they  had  not  acted  in  a  strictly 
legal  manner.  With  the  impression  oa 
their  minds  that  the  procession  mwMp  in 
all  likdihood,  lead  to  a  breadi  of  the 
peace,  the  magistrates  would  have  bean 
perfectly  justified  in  pladog  them  in  cos- 
tod  j  wiuioat  a  warrant ;  b«t  the  eommit* 
menta  did.  not  state  that  they  had  beat 
guilty  of  a  bieadi  of  tha  paac^  W  of  aferik- 
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iDg;  the  magistrate's  horse,  and  of  using  in- 
solent language.  To  show  the  intention  of 
the  magistrates,  he  would  mention  that 
before  ibey  had  been  in  confinement  half  an 
hour  the  magistrates  had  offered  to  release 
them  on  their  finding  security  to  keep  the 
peace  for  twenty-four  hours.  This  they  re- 
fused  to  do,  and  remained  in  custody  tillthe 
next  day.  The  magistrates  fearing  some 
disturbances,  sent,  by  the  advice  of  the 
chief  of  the  police,  for  the  military.  A  de- 
tachment arrived,  and  was  stationed  at  the 
house  of  the  secretary  of  the  Temperance 
Association,  who  was  also  secretary  to  the 
Repeal  ilssociation,  and  therefore  parti- 
cularly obnoxious  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Dungaonon,  for  its  protection,  and  so 
effectually  did  they  protect  the  property 
of  this  person,  that,  with  the  exception  of 
a  window  being  broken,  no  damage  had 
been  done.  The  peace  had  been  preserved, 
and  DO  collision  had  taken  place.  The 
Government  was  bound  to  look  at  the 
animus  and  intention  of  the  magistrates. 
He  might  question  whether  the  magis- 
trates had  exercised  a  sound  discretion ; 
but,  under  all  circumstances,  the  Govern- 
ment were  of  opinion,  that  so  far  from  de- 
serving reprehension,  their  conduct  had 
entitled  them  to  approbation. 

Church  of  Scotland.]  Sir  A.Leith 
Hay  begged  to  give  notice  to  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  J.  Graham)  that  he 
should  to-morrow  repeat  his  question  as  to 
whether  the  Government  intended  to  in- 
troduce any  measure  into  Parliament  oo 
the  subject  of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

Sir  James  Graham  had  certainly  deemed 
the  hon.  and  gallant  OfHcer  wanting  in 
personal  courtesy  in  not  having  given  him 
(Sir  James  Graham)  notice  of  his  intention 
to  put  a  question  of  importance.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Oflicer  had  now  done  so ;  and 
that  there  might  not  be  the  possibility  of 
suspicion  that  he  (Sir  J.  Graham)  intended 
to  treat  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  with 
discourtesy,  he  begged  to  say,  that  on  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  repeating  his 
question  to-morrow,  he  must  repeat  the 
reply  he  had  given  to-night,  namely,  that 
he  could  not  give  an  answer  till  Thursday. 

Sir  A.  L.  Hay  explained  that  the  rea- 
son he  had  not  given  notice  uf  his  inten- 
tion to  put  the  question  was.  that  as  a 
motion  was  to  be  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  Government  in  another  place  to- 
morrow nit;ht,  he  (Sir  A.  L.  ilay)  certainly 
thought  thai  a  Secretary  of  State  would 


have  had  no  hesitation  in  gifiog  a  decided 
answer. 

Paraouay.3  Mr.  Ewari  begged  Co 
put  a  question  to  the  right  hoe.  Beieeel 
at  the  bead  of  the  Govemiiieiit.  Certeia 
negotiations  had  been  entexed  iotowith 
the  Government  of  Paragoay.  Seveiel 
English  merchaots  had  gone  into  Pttra- 
guay,  and  had  entered  into  negoUatieBe 
with  the  Goveraineot.  He  had  been 
given  to  understand  that  theie  negolin* 
tions  had  suddenly  ceased,  wiUioat  any 
cause  being  assigned.  At  be  cODsideied 
the  subject  highly  importantt  be 
desirous  of  knowing  whether  any 
had  been^aken  for  the  purpose  of  opening 
communications  with  Paraguay. 

Sir  Robert  Peel,  who  was  beard  indie- 
tinctly  in  the  gallery,  we  understood  to 
reply,  that  some  time  since  a  Briliah 
merchant,  named  Hughes,  had  applied 
for  the  sanction  of  the  Govercmeot  to  go 
out  to  Paraguay  for  the  purpose  of  making 
inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  country. 
The  answer  given  at  the  Foreign-office 
was,  that  he  must  go  out  on  bis  own 
responsibility.  That  gentleman  bad  made 
an  interesting  report  upon  Paraguay,  bal 
he  believed  was  not  fortunate  in  bis  com- 
mercial speculations.  In  January,  1842, 
application  was  made  to  the  goTemment 
of  Buenos  Ayres  to  allow  a  gentleman 
named  Gordon,  an  attachS  to  the  embassy 
at  Rio,  to  proceed  to  Paraguay;  but 
they  threw  difficulties  in  the  way,  and 
eventually  declined.  Mr.  Hughes  had 
given  Mr.  Gordon  some  useful  informa- 
tion, and  the  only  account  that  bad  been 
received  from  him  was,  that  be  bad  met 
with  a  favourable  reception.  Since  tbis, 
however,  a  merchant  at  Liverpool  had 
received  a  letter,  saying  that  Mr.  Gordon's 
mission  had  been  unsuccessful,  and  be 
had  been  expelled  the  country.  The 
Government,  however,  had  recetfed  no 
confirmation  of  that  reporL 

DiSTURDAVCP.S      IV    THE    MaVUFAC* 

TURING  Districts.]  Mr.Foraad wished 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  whether  the  Government  bad 
made  any  inquiry  into  the  late  outbreaks 
in  the  manufacturing  districts;  and,  if 
so,  whether  they  would  lay  the  evidence 
before  the  House;  and  if  they  had  not 
caused  any  inquiry  to  be  made,  whether 
it  was  their  intention  to  do  so  ? 
Sir  •/•  Graham  said,  that  part  of  the 
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evidence  obtained  by  the  Goveroni«Dt  od 
the  subject,  had  been  already  made  use 
of  against  parties  who  were  now  soffering 
the  punishment  of  the  law.  The  other 
portions  of  the  evidence  still  remained  to 
be  investigated.  True  bills  had  beeo 
found  upon  the  evidence  against  parties 
who  were  to  take  their  trial  m  the  course 
of  eight  or  ten  days  from  the  present 
time,  and  he  (Sir  J.  Graham)  was  of 
opinion  that  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  would  be  brought  out  on  the  trial 
with  respect  to  who  were  really  responsible 
as  to  the  cause  of  the  disturbances* 

Affghan  War-— Vote  of  Thanks.] 
The  paragraphs  of  her  Majesty's  Speech 
referring  to  the  events  in  Affghanistan^ 
having  been  read,  (as  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  see  ante,  p.  892,)  Sir  Robert  Peel 
rose*  and  spoke  as  follows: — Sir,— *Tbe 
motion  with  which  I  shall  conclude  the 
observations  I  have  to  make  will  be  in 
precise  conformity  with  the  notice  which 
1  gave  the  other  day.  It  will  be  that  the 
thanks  of  the  House  be  given  to  the 
Crovernor-general  of  India  for  the  ability 
and  judgment  with  which  the  resources  of 
the  British  empire  in  India  have  been 
applied  in  support  of  the  military  opera- 
tions in  Affghanistan ;  and  that  the  thanks 
of  the  House  be  given  to  the  general 
officers  who  immediately  conducted  those 
operations,  and  to  the  other  officers  of  the 
army,  for  the  ability,  skill,  and  persevo- 
ranee  displayed  by  them,  and  their  inde* 
fatigable  aseal  and  eiertions  throngboiit 
the  late  campaign.  The  motion  will  also 
signify  our  grateful  acknowledgssents  and 
high  approbation  of  the  valour  and  patient 
perseverance  displayed  by  the  non-com* 
missioned  officers  and  private  soUiei% 
both  of  the  European  and  native  army, 
during  the  whole  of  that  campaqpi,  and 
for  their  gallant  behaviour  upon  every 
occasion  In  which  they  came  into  con* 
tact  with  the  enemy.  I  consider  all  I 
have  to  do  on  the  present  occasion  is  to 
esuUish  the  fact  that  the  operations 
in  Affghan istan  were  of  sufficient  pnbUe 
importance  to  warrant  me  in  calling  opon 
the  House  to  support  the  motion  with 
which  I  shall  conclude,  and  that  the 
several  parties,  both  civil  and  military,  to 
whom  my  motion  refers,  did  perform 
those  services  and  did  exhibit  those  qual- 
ities for  which  it  is  proposed  that  Ike 
thanks  of  the  House  woald  be  given  te 
tbern.    In  confiMrmitj  with  ell  nsefe  ui 


bringing  forward  motions  of  this  kind,  I 
shall  studiously  abstain  from  any  refer* 
ence  to  the  matters  of  merely  a  political 
nature.    I  shall  not  call  in  question  the 
policy  of  the  original  advance  into  Aff- 
ghanistan,  nor  shidl  I  attempt  to  vindicate 
upon  this  occaaion  the  policy  of  the  with* 
drawal  of  the  troops  from  it ;  and  if  in  the 
course  of  my  address  one  irord  shall  foil 
from  me  which  shall  have  a  tendency  to 
provoke  a  diseossion  upon  merely  politieal 
grounds,  or  which  shall  place  the  eondnet 
of  one  person  In  invidkms  contrast  witb 
that  of  another,  I  declare  beforehand,  that 
the  word  so  foiling  from  me  will  be  at 
variance  entirely  with  the  intentkm  with 
which  I  rise  to  address  the  Honse,  and  I 
therefore  make  tot  it,  if  it  shall  fall  ftom 
me,  this  preliminary  apology.    Sir,  I  feel 
great  difficulty  in  addressing  the  Honse 
upon  this  subject.    I  feel  that  no  address 
that  could  be  made  to  them  conld  weaken 
the  impression  which  must  have  been  de- 
rived from  the  pemsal  of  this  volane* 
There  is  something  of  romantie  iateieat 
cast  over  the  whcSe  of  these  operatioML 
There  is  something  in  the  remoteness  of 
the  region— in  the  wild  and  eavage  gran- 
deur St  the  seenery — in  the  undisciplined, 
desperate,  and  ferocious  valour  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  deadly  preciskm   with 
which  thejr  used  the  rude  implements  of 
war  of  which  they  were  possessed.    Then 
have  been  sneh  dreadful  disasters,  par-< 
taking  rather  of  the  character  of  phaa- 
tasma  and  of  hideous  dreaoM  than  of  thn 
reality  of  lifo;  sneh  brilliant  snceesese; 
each  instances  of  devotion  to  the  pnblie 
service;  of  desperate  Bdeliu in  the  foea 
of  overwhelndng  numbstap  Theraieagaia 
the  nnhoped-for  delivery  of  the  whole  of 
the  prisoners,  as  if  a  graeione  Providenon 
had  condneod  to  **  succour  and  piovida 
for  the  desolate  and  oppwssed»  and  show 
pity  upon  the  pisoner  and  captive."    I 
say  ad  these  things  do  constitute  an  in« 
terest  upon  the  perusal  of  these  voluuies^ 
the  detaik  of  tlMim  written  at  the  tiaM 
from  the  eeeae  of  action— the  hand  thai 
had  wielded  the  awofd  jpnding  the  pea 
that  deseribsd  them— ell  thsse  things  I 
say,  oousritute  an  intarua  which  can  only 
be  weakened  by  any  such  addpsss  aa  1 
can  eftff  to  Ibe  House  upon  this  oeeashM. 
The  detaSs  of  the  transactiens  in  questhui 
oeaMBsaee  with  the  autMan  of  184L    It 
is  usessiary,  aa  I  a  a  lo  pvopose  u  vole  of 
thonkato  the  Oonrnoff  gimiral  of  UM^ 
l4Md  .WHtnfnmriK  for  the  ability  mI 
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judgment  with  which  he  prepared  the  re- 
sources of  the  British  empire  ia  support  of 
these  operations,  that  1  should  state  to  the 
House,  as  clearly  as  1  can.     [Lord  Pal- 
merston:  Prepared.]  I  do  not  say  ''pre- 
pared/' but  with  which  Lord  Ellenborough 
''applied"  the  resources  of  the  British  em- 
pire.    It  is  necessary,  I  say,  as  1  propose 
that  the  thanks  of  this  House  should  be 
given,  where   I  consider  they  are  most 
justly  due — to  the  Governor- general  of 
India — that  I  should  recall  to  the  recol- 
lection of  the  House  the  precise  position 
of  affairs  when   Lord   Ellenborough  as- 
sumed the  Government  of  India  up  to  the 
end  of  October,   1841.     The  aspect  of 
affairs  at  Cabul  was,  upon  the  whole,  of  a 
pacific  nature.     I  will  try  as  fairly  as  I 
can,  in  giving  an  account  of  the  state  of 
affairs,  to  quote  the  expressions  made  use 
of  by  the  late  Governor-general,  or  by  Sir 
W.  M'Naghten  in  his  account  relative  to 
the  state  of  affairs  in  Cabul.    The  priest- 
hood and  chiefs  of  clans  and  their  mili- 
tary retinue  were  dissatisfied  with  the  in- 
fluence exercised  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, but   still   there  was  no  indication 
from  which  there  was  reason  to  apprehend 
either  universal  discontent,  or  the  hazard 
of  general  outbreak  or  insurrection.     So 
far  from  it,  that  the  20th  of  October  had 
been  fixed  on  by  Sir  W.  M'Naghten  as 
the  day  on  which  he  should  depart  from 
Cabul,  handing  over  his  diplomatic  func- 
tions  to    Sir  A.    Burnes,  proceeding  to 
Bombay,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  on  him- 
self the  Civil  Government  there.     About 
the  middle  of  October,  a  rebellion  broke 
out  against  the  British  authorities,  on  the 
part  of  certain  chiefs  of  the  Ghilzic  tribes ; 
that  rebellion  was  attributed  to  two  causes; 
the  first  is  the  withholding  of  certain  pay- 
ments, to  which  they  considered  them- 
selves entitled,  on  account  of  the  keeping 
open  of  the  passes;  that  certain  allow- 
ances,  which  were  made  to  the  Ghilzie 
chiefs  for  that  purpose,  had  been  in  part 
withheld  ;  secondly,  making  the  Ghilzic 
chiefs  responsible  for  the  robberies  that 
had  been  committed  by  the  eastern  Ghil- 
XI  E.   In  consequence  of  that,  in  October 
ihelpasses  between  Cabul  and  Gundamuk 
were  seized,  and  the  military  communica- 
tion between  Cabul  and  British  India  was 
intercepted.     Sir  R.  Sale  was  ordered  to 
force    the   pastes.     He   left   Cabul  with 
three   regiments — viz.,  the  13th  Queen's 
Regiment,  the  d5th>  and  37th  Native  In- 
fantry.   The  37th  Regiment,  which  ac« 


companied  him  part  of  the  way,  wh  wb* 
sequently  recalled  to  Cabul.    On  the  llth 
November,  after  experiencing  very  gVMit 
obstruction   in  the  passage.  Sir  R*  Stie 
reached  Jellalabad  with  six  days'  pror^ 
sions  only,  and  surrounded,  in  facl*  by  all 
the  armed  population  of  the  district.     On 
the  7th  of  November,  at  Cabul,  oar  co«n- 
trymen  were  attacked  on  every  side.     I 
am  trying  as  far  as  I  can  in  making  tbete 
preliminary  recitals  to  use  the  exact  ex* 
pressions,  of  course,  the  most  accunte, 
the  most  fair  to  all  parties,  used  in  racilr 
ing  them  in  the  volume.    Sir  Alexander 
Burnes  and  his  brother  were  both  mar* 
dered.    At  the  same  time,  a  district  north 
of  Cabul,  called  Kohistan,  broke  oat  into 
insurrection,  and  Captain  Woodbarn,  with 
a  party  of  108  invalids,  who  were  proceed- 
ing from  Ghuznee  to  Cabul,  was  cat  off* 
and  the  whole  of  the  party  accompanying 
him  were  murdered.  Accounts  also  readied 
Cabul  that  the  disturbances  extended  to 
between  seventy  and  eighty  miles  soath 
of  Ghuznee.      It  became  necessary  for 
Lord  Auckland,  who  was  then  adminia- 
tering  the  Indian  Government  vhen  the 
accounts  reached  Calcutta  of  the  state  of 
affairs  at  Cabul,  to  determine  what  coarse 
it  was  most  consistent  with  the  public  in* 
terests  that  he  should  take.     Lord  Anck 
land,  writing  on  the  2nd  of  December, 
recommended  that  a  strong  force,  not  leaa 
than  from   10,000  to  12,000  men,  should 
be  ready  to  be  concentrated  between  the 
Sutlej  and  the  Jumna,  and  he  also  desired 
that  an  additional  force  should  be  placed 
in  Peshawur,  in  order  to  provide  for  any 
contingencies  that  might  arise.     On  the 
3rd  of  December,  Lord  Auckland,  before 
he  heard  of  the  military  disasters  at  Cabul, 
expressed  his  opinion.     He  says — 

'*  It  would  be  vain  to  speculate  upon  the  is- 
sue of  the  contest  at  Cabul ;  but,  in  the  ex- 
treme cf  CDt  of  the  military  possession  of  that 
city,  and  the  surrounding  territory  having  been 
entirely  lost,  it  is  not  our  intention  to  direct 
new  and  extensive  operations  for  the  re-estab- 
lislimcnt  of  our  supremacy  tlirougbout  Afllghan- 
istan/* 

That  was  written  when  Lord  Auckland 
had  heard  of  the  first  insurrection  of  the 
Ghilzies,  of  the  massacre  of  Sir  W. 
M'Naghten  and  Sir  Alexander  Barnes,  but 
not  of  the  disasters  which  befel  the  amy 
under  General  Elphinstone.  At  this  time 
Sir  R.  Sale  was  at  Jellalabad,  and  an  at* 
tempt  was  made  to  relieve  Sir  R.  Sale  by 
a  detachment  of  four  regiments  under  the 
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cooiraand  of  General  Wild,  who  nai  or- 
dered to  force  the  Khyber  Pass,  and  lo 
rescue,  if  possible,  Sir  R.  Sale  from  his 
position,  and  to  give  e*erj  aid  that  such 
additional  force  could  give.  Lord  Auck- 
land, on  the  Idth  of  Febrnary,  had  heard 
of  (he  failure  of  General  Wild  to  force 
the  Khyber  Pas*,  and  on  ihe  receipt  of 
that  intelligeDce  be  espreasea  Viimself  in 
the  following  way  in  reaped  to  our  policy 
in  Affgbaniatan : — 

"Since  ne  have  heard  of  Iha  iDitrorluncs  in 
th«  Khyber  Pass,  and  have  become  convinctd, 
that  oith  the  difficulties  at  present  opposed  to 
OS,  and  in  (he  actual  ilate  of  our  preparaiions 
we  could  not  expect,  at  least  in  this  year,  to 
maiotain  a  position  in  the  Jellalabad  districts 
for  any  effective  purpose,  we  have  made  our 
directions  in  renrd  to  withdrawal  from  Jel- 
blabad  clear  ana  positive,  and  weihall  rejoice 
to  lesTD,  (hat  Major-general  Folloclc  will  have 
anticipated  these  mote  express  orders  by  coo- 
fining  his  efforts  to  the  same  object." 

That  was  on  lbs  19tb  of  February, 
Lord  Aucklacd  laid,  in  the  aame  despatch, 
to  show  that  he  was  not  regardless  of  the 
state  of  (he  prisoner*  at  Cabal: 

"The  painful  situation  of  the  officers'  t'ani- 
lies  and  European  and  native  solilitrs,  whc 
are  prisoners  In  Affghaniitan,  enga^-es  out 
most  anxious  tbonght, and  any  meatuces  whicb 
we  can  adopt  with  fair  and  honourable  pro- 
spect of  advBDtBge  for  their  comfort  or  release 
will  be  eagerly  adopted  by  us." 

On  the2Dd  of  Febraar;  Lord  Auckland 
had  desired  that  a  commanding  force 
should  be  concentrated  at  or  near  Pesha- 
wur.  It  will  be  remembered,  that  at  (bis 
time — at  the  bepnniog  of  February — i 
addition  to  the  force  then  supposed  to  be 
at  Cabul  labouring  under  very  great  diHi 
cutties,  there  was  alao  the  force  at  Canda 
bar  under  General  Nott.  The  forlress  of 
Ghuinee  waa  also  occupied  by  a  Briiisb 
force,  and  another  fortreai  (Khetat-i- 
Ghilzie)  was  occupied  by  Captain  Craigie 
and  a  amall  detachment.  On  the  10th 
of  February  orders  were  given  by  Lord 
Auckland  to  Ocneral  Nott  at  follows  :• 

"Evcuts  will,  in  every  probability,  1: 
determined  your  course  of  proceeding  long 
before  the  present  letter,  or  any  couimuuica- 
lion  founded  upon  the  letters  of  the  ^8th  and 
3l9t  alL,  can  be  in  yonr  poneaskni.  But  bi 
thinks  it  now  right  not  to  omit  the  cbancc  o 
distinctly  iofonning  you,  that  it  is  hi;  desire 
that  you  should,  witlumt  retsrenc*  |o  the  terms 
of  the  extract  of  the  despatch  of  the  SSth  ult., 
act  solely  ao  as  may  bast,  in  yon  judgmcm, 
accue  the  pannKHint  otgwt-tf  the  ssieiy  of 
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the  troops  [dacad  under  your  orders,  «id' nay 
uphold,  at  the  same  time,  the  honour  of  (ha 

Now,  I  have  ataied,  ai  fairly  as  I  can, 
the  poiitioa  of  Lord.  Auckland,  and  the 
orders  which  be  issued — tbeorden  Cor  tbi 
withdrawal  to  Jellalabad,tbediacretionary 
order  to  General  Nott,  and  tbeflHanUiof 
of  a  large  force  of  10,000  or  13,000  mw' 
between  tbe  Sutlej  and  the  Jumna,  Utd 
also  the  care  which  he  took  that  tbe  Brit- 
ish hotionr  should  be  maintained,  whiU 
everylliing  that  waa  poinble  wet  to  bt 
done  to  KGure  the  comfort  and  the  nfiitj 
or  ibc  troops.  Those  were  Ihe  amngs»- 
mcnts  made  hf  the  late  Ooreraor-genenl 
prcvjouily tobisretiremsnL  InowcoBeto 
(he  opinioD  of  the  commander  of  the  foieas 
upon  the  tben  ttate  ofaffiiirs.  Sir'Jaqwr 
NJcolls,  in  his  commuBicatioQ  of  tbe  S4th 
of  January,  recites  an  interriflw  which  he 
had  had  with  Hr.  Cleik,  who  had  bean 
our  rcndent  at  Lahore,  a  genllemaa  ia 
the  civil  service  of  the  Oovemnent  of 
India,  of  the  most  diiliogaished  abSitf 
aod  the  b%faest  order.  In  the  coareo  M 
the  interview  Hr.  Clerk  impressed  upon 
Sir  Jasper  Nicolls  tbe  great  advantaya  of 
reestablidiing  tbe  British  arma  in  Afi^ 
gbanistan,  and  if  military  operatkn»  pec- 
mitud,  to  recover  possession  of  CsmL 
Sir  Jasper  Nicolls,  however,  entertaiMd 
these  opiniooB  at  that  time  with  respect  lo 
the  state  of  tbe  aimj  : — 

"  Admitting  (be  uBdeniaMe  Ibree  of  Ais 
argument,  I  am  greatly  faMlined  to  doiabt  (hat 
we  have  at  ptesani  dtber  amy  or  fbnds  aaB- 
dent  lo  renew  this  cootsst.  Komj  may^ 
perhaps,  be  oUainbte,  but  sokHsts  «re  im|L 
without  leaving  India  bare.  Shottly  botoa  I 
left  Calcutta,  there  ware  at  least  aioOD  bsb 
in  our  pay  in  AflUiaoiBtaii  and  Sdnd^  iada^ 
iii^  Schah  Socgab^  tiooiia,bitt  nollberabUa 
aiiached  to  Us  peiBoa.  Hew  {BsaMsat  Ost 
number  baa  basnto  awe  the  baitaiCBSjMd 
at  tirst  disnniied  bibss  ofAH^baBManawl' 
Scinde,  our  nnmsraa  eoeflioi^  oar  lata  !•• 
verges,  and  our  heavy  lossM  hQy  pnve." 

I  think  it  is-  qnite  clear,  (hea,  that  th* 
opinion  of  the  bile  Govenwr-geiMnl  ant 
of  the  eonusander  of  the  IbiosB  waa  ti- 
verse  lo  any  advaaee  oo  Cabnl  ban  &■- 
of  Jdklabtd;  that  hell 


ought  first  to  tdeaaa  Sir  ft.  Sale  fi 
posiiioit,  andthatbedidaoteanti  ,_. 
atiemptiiv^  dariagthat  yaar.lhnw  wiab 
lishment-of  Bfilin  aopcenaey  ■  Cabd, 
at  least,  aot  from  the  aide  of  JaOaUad. 
And  lAo,  Sir,  IvBl  aak,  ia  ataaaiad  lo 
biame^Urt  A*Birt  fcr-ftt^tii   I  llll 
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which  he  then  exercitedi  and  the  decision  ,  fatal  reverie  such  at  that  which  had  tak«i 
to  which  ha  then  came  ?  It  is  easy,  in-  place  at  Cabul  might  have  had  the  moat 
deed,  for  us  to  be  military  critics  at  a  prejudicial  effect,  for  disasters  of  that  kiad 
small  expense,  seated  in  this  comfortable  were  not  merely  doubled,  but  acted  with 
chamber,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  a  force  infinitely  increased,  by  repetition* 
subsequent  events,  and  rejoicing  at  present  1  do  say,  then,  that  Lord  Auckland,  ia 
■accesaes— -with  no  responsibility  upon  .  my  opinion,  acted  wisely  in  coUeciing  ihe 
as,  such  as  rested  on  the  Governor-gene-  i  forces  within  British  India,  and  takiar 
ral — the  responsibility  not  merely  of  fore-  \  time  to  deliberate  as  to  what  policy  ahovw 
ing  a  passage  to  Cabnl  against  any  enemy  be  pursued.  When  the  vote  or  tbaaka 
that  might  oppose  our  army,  but  Brst  to  was  proposed  in  this  Houae  to  Loid 
provide  for  the  interests  and  the  security  \  Auckland,  though  I  differed  from  tbat 
of  the  vast  empire,  the  safety  of  which  ■  noble  Lord  as  to  certain  portions  of  hia 
was  entrusted  to  his  care.  It  was  neces-  !  policy,  yet,  considering  that  that  noble 
sary  for  the  Governor-general  lo  look  at  Lord  was  fairly  entitled  to  the  public  ac- 
the  indications  of  hostility  on  the  side  of ,  knowledgments  for  the  zeal  which  ba  had 
the  Burmese  empire — on  the  side  of !  manifested  in  preparing  and  directing  the 
Scinde— and  to  remember  the  withdrawal  resources  of  India  in  aid  of  the  military 
of  British  troops  from  India  to  take  part '  operations  in  that  country,  1  gave  to  that 
in  the  operations  in  China.  Recollecting  ;  vote,  so  far  as  Lord  Auckland  waa  oon- 
these  facts,  I  am  far  from  blaming  Lord  j  cerned,  the  support  which  I  thooght 
Auckland  for  the  view  he  took  of  the  po-  |  it  deserved — to  which  I  thooght  the 
sition  of  affairs.  Before  we  take  upon  !  noble  Lord  entitled,  and  I  have  aaen 
oarselves  to  pronounce  an  opinion  adverse  j  nothing  since  that  time  in  the  condoct  of 
to  his  policy,  we  most  place  ourselves  in  |  Lord  Auckland,  up  to  the  time  of  hb 
his  position,  with  an  army  dispirited  by    quitting  India,  with  respect  to  those  nili- 


leverses  — we  most  have  his  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances;  above 
all  we  most  have  his  responsibility.  View- 
ing the  transactions  thus,  I  must  say,  I  do 
think  Lord  Auckland  was  exempt  from 


tary  operations,  which  makes  me  desirout 
of  withdrawing  the  opinion  I  then  ex- 
pressed. However,  that  was  the  conditHNi 
of  affairs  when  the  present  Govamor* 
^nerai    succeeded    to    Lord    Aodland, 


blame  in  contemplating  the  withdrawal  of  '•  The  first  letter  which  Lord  Ellenboroogh 
the  troops  from  Affghanistan.  What,  wrote  on  the  subject  of  the  policy  which 
too,  was  the  position  of  the  troops  at  should  be  pursued  is  dated  March  15, 
Candahar  ?  I  am  looking  at  this  question,  1842.  That  despatch  contained  the  pic- 
not  with  regard  to  its  policy,  but  in  a  cise  views  of  the  Governor-general,  and 
military  point  of  view,  and  I  am  taking  in  it  is  the  following  passage.  The  paper 
into  consideration  the  circumstance  which  I  am  about  to  qoote  is  No.  200,  and  is 
must  have  weighed  upon  the  mind  of  at  page  167  of  the  book.  Lord  Ellen- 
Lord  Auckland.  The  communication  was  borough  goes  on  to  say : — 
intercepted ;  the  army  of  Candahar  was 

549  miles  from  the  Indus;  and  between  J^^^JJt^Y^;  ^"'^  j^fliST^  hereafUr  take 

the  army  and  that  point  there  was  also  and  hITe,^n1heXt  iwtLDci,'!!5^rd"??  aSI 

mterposed  the  Bolan  Pass.    What  was  the  safety  of  the  detached  bodies  of  our  troops  at 

position  of  the  army  at  Cabul  ?   The  army  Jellalabad,  at  Ghuznee,  at  Khelat-i^Jmhne, 

at  Cabul  was  540  miles  from  Ferozepore,  and  Candahar,  to  the  security  of  oar  troops 

the  nearest  town  of  British  India,  and  the  ^^^  in  ihe  field  from  all  anneeessaiy  risk, 

whole  of  the  Punjaub  had  to  be  traversed  ;  ^"f.'  fi«»«"r»  ^.  *«  re-eslablishmeni  of  oar 

and  this  too.  at  a  time  when,  it  must  be  "^^^^^  repuut.on  l^-  the  mlliction  of  M»e 

1,   ,  V  1.        /^     .1  signal  and  decisive  blow  upon  the  Aflshaiu, 

well  known  to  many  hoii.  Gentlemen,  a  which  may  make  it  appear  to  Uie.,  to  oar  o« 

feelmg  and  a  spirit  prevailed  among  the  subjects,  and  to  oor  allies,  that  we  have  the 

Sikh  troops  not  the  most  favourable  to  power  of  intlicting  punishment  npoe  tkooa 

such  a  movement.     They  must  recollect  who  commit  atrocities  and  violate  their  Cuth, 

that  between  Jellalabad  and  Cabul  there  s"^  that  we  withdraw  ulumately  fiom  AC 

was  the  Khyber  Paw ;  that  for  a  distance  ghnnwian,  not  from  any  deficiency  of  means 

of  153  miles  out  of  the  540,  there  was  a  i?.?".*T*".r;'  'T'*'*'     k^IT*"^  ''*  E 

J-       •    jic     i!      •  .  satisfied  that  the  kinff  we  have  set  up  has 

country  exceeding  in  difficulty,  in  respect  „^^  „  ^^  ^^re  erroi^sly  led  to  imHioe, 

to    military    communication,    any    other  the  support  of  the  nation  over  which  be  has 

Goontry  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  Another  been  placed.    But,  while  tka  fads  bofoia  as 
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jiutir^r  the  withdrRwal  of  our  (roofN  htm  AH- 
ghamiitaii,  nod  the  refusal  of  all  further  assist- 
■ace  10  Schah  Soojah,  they  are  yet  not  such 
as  lo  make  it  coniigtent  wiih  our  repotation  lo 
Eive  our  fulara  support,  ai  U  tu|geited  b; 
Mqor  RawliiMOD,  to  Scbah  Kanran,  and  to 
mti«  over  Candahar  to  thai  Doninal  raler  of 
Harat,  evea  were  it  continent  with  pndence 
to  engage  in  a  new  ipecalativa  entarprise 
beyond  the  Indni,  which  ndght  noder  it 
neceesar*  fbr  oi  to  retain,  at  an  enoi-moui 
coat,  a  large  body  of  troopt  in  the  difliculi 
country  batween  that  river  and  Candahat,  for 
the  parpoM  of  maiotaioing  in  the  coaniry  i 
made  over  to  him  a  lOTereipi  partoiially  ii 
capable,  and  for  inaoy  yean  nnknown  lo  i- 
inbabitaDts,  otherwise  than  by  the  fame  of  bis 
degrading  vices.  We  are  of  opinion  that  il 
would  be  erroneous  lo  suppose  that  a  fbtwaid 
position  in  Upper  Affghanisian  would  liave 
the  effect  of  coDtroliing  Ihe  Sikbi,  or  tlint  s 
forward  pgeitioo  above  the  paisei  of  Lower 
AffabaDiataD  would  have  ihe  effect  of  coo- 
trolling  Ihe  Beloocheei  and  the  Soindians,  by 
the  appeaianee  of  confidence  and  of  atreogih. 
That  which  will  really,  and  will  aloM  oomrot 
the  Sikha,  ihe  Beloocbees,  and  the  Sdndiaus, 
and  all  the  other  natiooe  beyond  at»d  wiihin 
the  Indus,  ii  the  knowledge  that  we  possess 
an  amy,  perfect  in  its  eqatpment,  poaaeesed 
of  all  the  ineatia  of  moTetueot,  and  lo  aecute 
in  its  commanieationi  with  the  coBBUy  from 
which  its  BQpplies  and  iti  lainlbrcemeDls  are 
drawn,  as  lo  be  able  at  any  time  to  act  wiih 
ngonr  and  effect  against  any  enemy.  In  war, 
repDiatioQ  Is  itrengtb ;  bat  reputadon  it  lost 
by  the  raeh  exposnre  of  the  most  gallant  troops 
under  circnmstancei  which  render  defeat  more 
probable  than  victory ;  and  a  socceaaioD  of 
rerereei  will  diahearten  any  foldiets,  and, 
most  of  all,  those  whoae  oonrage  and  devo- 
tioD  hare  been  mainly  the  recah  of  thafr  con- 
Adence  that  they  ware  always  led  to  certain 
■ueceas.  We  would,  therefbrai  (tron|^y  Im- 
press npoQ  the  commandera  of  the  foroea  em- 
ployed in  AS^hanistan  tod  Sieiide  die  im- 
ponanca  of  iocarring  do  nnnecesaary  nsk, 
and  of  brioging  their  troops  into  aetitm  under 
circnmstanccs  which  may  afford  fUl  aeope  to 
Ihe  mperiorily  they  derive  ftom  Aeir  dis- 
ci[riiDe.  At  the  eame  timet  **  ■"  aware 
that  DO  great  object  can  be  accompDsbeil 
without  incnniog  some  risk ;  and  we  Aould 
consider  that  the  object  of  stiikinr  a  decisive 
blow  at  the  Affgfaans,  more  eepeoally  if  such 
blow  could  be  struck  in  combioatiOD  wiih 
measaret  for  the  relief  of  Ghoima— a  blow 
which  might  te-eslablisb  oar  militaiy  ehancter 
beyond  the  Ind u*, and  leaTeadeapimpiaHloD  of 
onr  power,  and  of  the  vigonr  with  wWch  it 
would  be  applied  to  paniab  an  atrodona  enemy 
— ^TOold  be  ooe  for  whirii  ritk  laMiltw  Justi- 
fiably iDcnrred,  all  due  and  peaalblt  [necau- 
tion  being  taken  to  diminish  tnth  Dacessary 
risk,  and  lo  aecore  deciiive  anccaaa.  The 
commanders  of  the  force*  in  tTj^er  and  X/oner 
Afl^anbtan  willi  in  all  tht  opantiaas  they 


30} 

and  0 


yoUt^Thmlmi 


^  .  bear  ID  mind  thaaa  ganasal  itawa 

opiniona  of  the  Govanment  of  India. 

They  wiH,  in  the  flnt  inMaDoe,  tDdetvoor  lo 


lelieva  all  the  |uitoiu  in  A>|ihanbim  wUoh 
are  knt  stunaaded  by  dw  eiwny.  Tbt  t«> 
lief  of  duaa  ganiaoDs  n  a  poiM  deaply  alheu 
i^  the  militaiy  cltaneier  of  Om  anay,  mA 
daeplT  imareating  tht  faeUoga  nf  ibdt  com. 
try;  bat  t«  make  a laab  atlnipt  to  aCm  Ndk 
nOat,  In  ray  cai^  witbooC  a  rmMoabla  pro. 
*pectofsiioaau,woaM  ba  to  afiM  no  ml 
aid  to  the  bate  man  who  are  aonaqndad,  aSi 
ihiiaeaalT  to  nciiAoe  olbar  good  aoldfain, 
whoae  pcaaeraeatioa  ii  mubUt  imt  to  (lit 
Ootenment  tbqr  torre.  1&  abet  the  nlaMl 
of  the  ptiaooen  tabn  at  CaW  it  an  irWam 

1:l        ;„  J— ,_i  .,__  i»  point  fllfc^^ 


odI*  be  aoeompliibed  by  taking  hoatagaa  horn 
iun  part  of  the  coantiy  aa  mn  be  Id,  or  nay 
cotna  inla^  ont  poiiawinuj  ana, with lofenMO 


■arpoaaiUy  h 

of  H^JOMMMI 


in  the  event  of  Vuoi-gnMial  Pcdbck^a  aAo^ 
iDgaJnociioDwilkSir  Hobort  Salt,  wbaOw 
the  nailtd  Iblct  ahalt  latmn  lo  tttcouitiT  to. 
lowtbtKhyberPa8t,ortakta  forward  pari* 
ttOB  Mtr  Jalalabad,  or  trtBadnaeotoCiM. 
Wa  art  taOy  atMiUt  ofdM  riiMtawa  whkk 
would  be  deriftd  froaa  tht  >»o«Mp«iiB  af 
Cabnl.  tba  aoMO  «r  oar  gnai  diwlet  BBd  of 
■o  ntaw  dine,  tetn  fsf  ■  vtA,  of  iIm  mmm 
whiA  it  night  afixd  of  noovtriH:  Iba  mir 


decIaratioB  of  tht 
tirad 


ov  enaaslai.     Onr  wUbdmnl 


mtindan 

thatwUoh 


DaapMdtdow 


niMtioii  Oa  ooegpatioo  of  an  advaaotd  pgai- 
tioB  bnood  tto  Kbyte  FMi  b^  IfafoMM. 
Id  PtUwfe,  onlaai  that  fMMlZodTu 


H  «(  M  en,  withaat  bmammm 
.  Iha  foriwaraMt  of  Iha  trite  mv  A* 
Peat,  wUah,  obtaiotd  onlv  bjr  pwshM^  mm 
M  piftaiiMt,  ami, 
-.-atbafldriUyef  dw 
noM  Iba  power  of  tboat  aUtft 
r  troops  BpoB  ndlte  of  wWh 
Bt  to  adUr  piMad.  Atl  atMMl 
It  oa^  by  Ua  own  BtMilh,  ofMMat  tal 
DBaoIlwtodiapirtaitoPMittad  kaa» 
up  at  aU  tiwa  Ue  aooindBiaMioa  «tt  FMte 
war  and  ttt  Indnai  ni  m  nptU  waOm 
Mffopfaaoid  Pttltoek,  Md  aU  )to  o«g^ 

"--  -■    ■  ooM  in  Ito  Itld.  Mt  t* 

i,er»toUMadbsr,«t 
idTOeteKwtoMrw* 
I  ikabflBMlv  fa  oaM«> 
.,._«.  — .  aiaaintii^—diHwwW 
aatondly  to  nad*  ft  kad  ■  Into  a^  '**||* 
to  operalloni  wSlak  aay  km  *ai  vomm 
*otaf  jrtorit  ttf  M  Ibair  bnMr  pot. 

ail,  ttberidM  bm  m  famrs.  ^ 


Iffl 


Ji/7, 


{Cf;MMCT> 


yja^ 


Lofti  E^leaoofna^n  i  iiajo  imrcij.  *c^?.  o 
:^ie«e  .he  larrsonfe.  'ju  -T>5f:-ie  'lie  iricn- 
•fs,  ind  :o  ."e-fsianiian  :ne  iiii;r;ir'  mars- 
■acy  :r 'lie  Brtiaii  irni*.  f  -^v<n  in:  7  iir 
a  cme,  .n  C'lbai  im:  Afipsnisian  vix. 
that  be  did  mc  :3nceni;:iare  1  "hernia- 
oenc  iccaoftccn  sr  Af!:n.ui!ican.  'I'l 
die  I5di  u  Marcn.  1  ?4-I,  ~naie  v^'? 
the  objecu  ind  cnia  via  :lie  policy  vrucn 
he  ^sacempiaced  Those  aoneca  iiave 
been  wcomoiiiinetf^  ixul  .le  rsoiic  lai 
pncxicaily  been  ■:3rr:ed  :>k.  f  im  \\\i& 
aware  that  ji  the  percd  .nac  eiacsel  ~e- 
twcen  the  I  Sdiof  Xarch  imi  '.i<2  iuccsaa- 
fol  resole  :f  these  ^oenLiios  vxcn  le 
then  eoncempleted  Lori  E^lenscrmsn  iic 
at  one  ime  uke  1  a.aer»nc  v*.ev  ar  'Jie 
policy  of  Indian  ai&irs ;  lod  uac  he  d- 
seed  the  crier  of  the  1  V.a  -f  Apni  :a 
Genen!  Noct  to  vrthdnv  rrcm  Cindahar. 
Bat  aoder  vhac  circnmjLirxss  did  h** 
isue  the  order  oc  ihe  I  }'Ji  cf  Apr;  ?  Here 
again,  as  tn  the  case  of  Lord  Auckland,  I 
will  call  on  the  Hoose  to  bear  in  mnd  the 
responsibility  devolviQ^  3 poo  the  Gover- 
nor-General con  tea;  pi  It  in  ^  the  fual  cease- 
qoences  that  mi^-.t  arse  fr^oi  1  repe- 
tition  cf  soch   disasters   as  tho^e  which 


uan    .  icoanar 
vnicn   u   :tiac 
■!r^    lay.   'I 
y.ui  Tere  vntine  o  Lord 
It  ¥Ts  in  Ttie  l'>a  if  Anri 
.is  zire::::iGna  :a  Geseru  Xatc  as 
Tr:ai   C-uiiianjr.     He  ennid 
nrcmesi  if 
n    Lfpianistaa  ac  thac 
L.me«     He  iuew  uut  Ghi 
."cnders!!.     He  loew  thsc  ttie 


rveen  :ae  Isdua  and 

'^!t^  :cr:sd  sy  Gencni 

:n.i:   reneri.  aoil  nee  witii 

Fie  kae-v.  liso,  the 

amcns^  scae   cf 

imv  wiicii  wu  ccnunnded  \n 

No::.     Piese   were  the  accovnc 

le  received  vhen  he  z%*e   his  iwi^n  ^ 

-.oe  '.  ^th  of  A=nl,  wrcten  respeetiwelw  by 

Geneni  Voct  and  Geneni  PoUock.     Ge- 

r.erxi  P^iiock,  vrxog  frea  JeUaUiadyOft 


cie   -I'Ji   of  Apnl,   (the  daj 
issuing  cf  the  order;,  ays:— 


after   tks 


*^  I  hj.ve  ilrcjdy  iuied  ay  vie 
^;^ri  :j  Lie  Khjber  Pus.    I  hcwe  also 
Lu:  rnm,  'Jie  syiiein  of  Tiippljin 
cai;^e,  I  have  ace  the  meaas  of  ao 
had     bat    lately     befiilea    our     troops.  '  .j^^  ooaxx'jy  aroocd  cannot  supply  my 
On  the  I^ih  of  April,  Lord  EllenboFOUi^    To  escabliih  d^pcci  cr  strong  postsat  11 
strongly  recommeivdeii,  and,  indeed,  di-  :  on  the  ris^  between  -Jus  and  Cabnl, 
rected   General    Nott   to   withdraw    from    *o  red  .xe  the  oumencal  strengih  of  this 
Candahar,  to  rescae,  if  he  could,  the  rar-  I  H"-  -J  th€  umeit  reached  the  capital,  it 
rison  of  Ghuzaee.  to  destroy  the  fonidca-    "*  -'^,-*^.^  effect  the  desired  obiect.     I 
,«'  ,  .     r-L-i  •         J.       .-         .L    i  ief  eral  marcoes.  CO  forare  IS  procuiable.  £ 
tions  of  Kelat-i-Ghilzie,  and  to  reUre  with-    j^  ,^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  the  ccnTeyanee  of  focM 


in  the  British  frontier.  When  he  gave 
this  order  00  the  19th  of  Apnlj  be  had 
just  received  inteiligeoce  of  the  fail  ot 
Ghuznee — bad  jost  received  an  acconnt 
that  Colonel  Palmer,  who  commanded  at 
Ohuznee,  had  found,  or  considered  it  to 
be  im}>ossible  to  maintain  hit  position,  and 
that  he  had  surrendered  Ghuznee  to  the 
force  by  which  it  was  then  besieged.  At 
the  same  time,  Lord  Ellenborough  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  the  failure  of  Ge- 
neral England  to  advance  through  the 
Bolan  Pass  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
General  Nott  at  Candahar.  Thus,  on  the 
day  that  Tx>rd  Ellenborough  wrote  that 
letter,  he  had  received  information  of  two 
signal  failures  at  two  different  points  in 
llic  attempt  made  to  relieve  the  pent-up 
garrisons  in  Afghanistan.  Brigadier  Wilde, 
with  four  regiments,  had  been  driven  back 
from  the  Kybcr  Pass;  and  General  Eng- 
land, with  a  considerable  force,  had  failed 
in  forcing  a  passage  through  the  Khojuk 
Paifi  which  lici  between  the  Bolaa  Pasi 


would  SO  iacrease  the  number  of  *ni™ili  10  Se 
protected,  that  I  should  much  donbt  our 
able  to  convoy  them  id  safety;  and,  I  ooni 
after  the  treachery  we  have  cxpeiienoed^  I 
could  have  no  confidence  in  any  proousas  of 
support  from  an  Aflghan ;  he  might  engage  to 
lay  10  forage  at  intervals,  for  the  exprem  pnr- 
pose  of  It  ading  us  into  a  difficult  position,  and 
then  glory  in  having  j«rved  his  own  cause  by 
briogiog  us  to  the  verge  of  destruction.  Hm 
devastation  of  a  few  villages  in  our  vicinity, 
with  all  the  grain  and  forage,  would  be  a  small 
matter  in  the  eyes  of  an  Affghan,  if  he  could 
thereby  destroy  our  force,  and  such  a  measure 
would  assuredly  go  near  to  effect  it.  I  have 
maturely  considered  the  question  of  our  ad- 
vance by  this  road  to  Cabol,  and  I  confess  that 
I  see  too  many  difficulties  to  warrant  our  risk- 
ing such  a  course.  The  force  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  command,  if  w«;11  supplied,  is  ready 
to  march  anywhere,  and  if  I  could  have  ad- 
vanced by  thf  route  of  Candahar,  our  success 
would  be  certain.*' 

Thlii  was  written  on  the  20th  of  April. 
General  Nott,  of  coarse,  not  being  aware 
of  the  order  thai  wai  written  on  the  19Ui 
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yblapf  TkaAi. 
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of  Aptil,  gives,  on  the  18th  of  April,  this 
account  of  his  position  at  Candahar :  — 

"  In  the  event  of  field  opentiooi,  the  de- 
duction of  Iheie  3,000  men  woald  leave  DM 
scarcely  4,000  troops,  includtOK  this  cafaliy, 
to  oppose  tbe  enemy  in  the  field,  and  to  guan) 
a  long 'rain  of  provision  and  carriage'Cattle; 
and,  however  distant  the  serrice  from  this  im- 

ertant  nagaiine,  every  particle  of  food  must 
carried  with  Ihe  force;  thus  crippling  and 
retarding  all  its  aovements.  The  tnMpi  and 
esiahliibments  at  Candahar  are  four  months  in 
arrears,  and  there  is  not  a  rupee  in  the  trea- 
sury ;  nor  can  money  be  borrowed.  We  have 
no  medicina  for  the  sick  and  wounded;  and, 
in  the  event  of  much  service  in  Ihe  field,  I 
fear  we  should  run  short  of  musket-amranDi- 
tion,  although  I  have  contrived  to  have  a  con- 
siderable quantity  prepared  from  old  and  da- 
maged powder;  frequent  application  has  been 
made  to  the  authorities  in  Sinde,  during  the 
last  four  months,  for  treasure,  amrounition, 
stores,  medicines,  and  particularly  for  cavaliy, 
but  no  aid  whatever  has  been  afforded.  I 
want  draught  and  baggage-cattle  to  enable  me 
10  move ;  but  without  money,  in  a  country  like 
this,  I  can  neither  purchase  nor  hire  them.  I 
have  no  cattle  for  moving  even  three  regi- 
ments ;  during  our  field  operations  of  last 
month,  both  officers  and  men  marched  without 
tents.  Under  these  circumstances,  my  diffi- 
culties were  certainly  great;  but,  although  I 
consider  it  to  be  my  duty  to  state  these  facta, 
the  Government  may  rest  assured  of  my  best 
and  unremitting  exertions  to  carry  into  affeGt 
its  views  and  instructions,  and  to  uphidd  tbe 
reputation  of  our  arms,  and  lh«  honour  of  lay 
country." 

[Mr.  Manglet  read  the  next  paragnipb.] 
General  Nott  continnes  in  thete  tenni  :— 

"  Perhaps  it  is  not  within  my  prorince  to 
observe,  that,  in  my  humble  opinion,  an  unne- 
cessary alarm  has  been  created  regarding  the 
position  of  our  troops  in  this  country,  and  of 
the  strength  and  power  of  the  enemy  we  have 
to  contend  with.  The  enemy  cannot  face  our 
troops  in  the  field  with  any  chance  of  succesa, 
however  superior  they  may  be  in  numbers, 
provided  those  precautions  are  strictly  ofaaierv- 
ed,  which  war,  between  a  small  body  of  disci- 
plined soldiers,  and  avast  crowd  of  Dotrainad, 
uoorganiied,  and  half-civiliied  people,  con- 
stantly renders  necessary." 

I  really  do  not  wish  to  introdau  a  word 
(hat  should  reflect  in  any  way  upon  iboM 
by  whom  Lord  Ellen  borough  was  pre- 
ceded. The  order  of  the  35th  of  Feb- 
ruary, recalling  the  previous  orders,  ma 
issued  by  Loid  Auckland,  not  by  Lord 
Ellenborough.  I  do  not  wish  upon  this 
occasion  to  introduce  any  thing  that  may 
have  the  appearance  of  reflect mg '  upon 
any  part  of  Lord  Auckland's  condnct.  I 
have  stated  trbat  my  impreiiiooi-ire' wilk 


duce  a  word  that  might  savour  of  p 
character,  or  bear  the  apMaranca  o 


respect  to  the  course  pursued  by  l^wd 
Auckland,  and  it  ia  my  wish  not  to  ii ' 

'.,     'or2 

slightest  degree  of  injustice  to  those  to 
whom  I  am  politically  opposed,  Genenl 
Nott  continues, 

"  Tme,  the  British  troojis  suBbred  a  dreadfcl 
disaster  at  Cabul,.aiidit  is  not  for  nw  la  pre- 
sume to  point  out  why  this  bappanad,  however 
evident  I  may  conceive  the  reasons,  and  tbe 
ay  and  politinl 
catastropne." 

The  hon.  Gentleman  might  challenge 
me  to  go  DD  with  the  next  seotehe*.' 
What  does  General  Nott  say  in  that  pu-' 
sage  of  his  latter: 

"  Had  I  baen  reinforeed,  with  a  aingU  tefk* 
ment  of  cavalry,  I  feel  convineed  that  I  eoud 
long  since  have  tianqnilisMl  or  subdned  the 
rebellious  feeling  in  the  pronnees  dependant 
upon' Candahar,  aod  that  a  very  few  additionBi 
troops  from  Sinde,  to  garrison  tbia  extaasivs 
and  important  city,  wonld  have  set  me  freeftoiB 
my  present  difBcull  position,  and  have  enabled 
me  at  this  moinant  to  have  -been  on  aay  taatdi 
to  Obuuee  and  (o  Cabnl;  but, akhbogh  itMr 
six  months  have  dapaed  since  tbe  outbraak  at' 
that  dty,  no  aid  of  any  kind  has  been  sent  lo 
me;  and  the  eircnmstanoes  I  have  now  de- 
tailed still  confine  me  to  this  post  and  its  im> 
mediate  vicinity." 

I  really  do  not  thhk  it  nee 
pediei     "  '  "     ' "  "  * 


nryora- 


ixoceed  irith "  the  quotatioo  of 
ptanges  of  thb  oataM.  What  I  My- it 
this,  that  tboe  reports  of  tbe  IStb  o(  April 
and  the  30di  of  April,  fton  tbe tMpwtin- 
coamandinr  o6Been  with  nowd  to  llM' 


■tale  of  the  two  n        .  ,  ^ 

of  which  our  only  hope  of  eabaikW  ia' 
sitccessfol  operations  againtt  A%lttniatM 
depended,  coming  in  addition  to  tbe  ao-. 
counts  of  tbe  nimnderoir'ObimM,  and 
the  Mime  of  Geoual  Englaad  to  fbm 
the  Khpjnk  Paai,  in  my  opinioir  vindicatat ' 
the  polirf  of  thaoider'^van-by  LordB-' 
lenborongfa  under  tbe  iaipnsdoo  that  Ibaa ' 
existed  on  his  nind  oa.'tae  19th  of  ji^  , 
—that  order  beiiw  sabstaatjaliy  to  tbiaaf- 
fiKt.;  "Donot,  in  tbepreaent  inansptdx 
onsupectaf.aAiit,inear.tba  great  riAr- 
of  adraneing  upon  OdMil.  Oanoral  Ptd-  > 
lock  lells  yon  that  be  cannot  a 


that  he  cannot  sopport '  yonl"  '  I  an  ll 
with  tbe  impressioas  whidi  axiaM  apOB 
Lord  EtlenDoreash'i  ittiDd,  it  wtif.MM' 
wisdom  to  give  the  order  of  the  IBtt'of' 
April,  and  that  be  desams  the  rwanam 
dation  of  this  Hoose  for  baring  givmi  tt.' 
And  ha  says  moK  Joslly  is  tMlMt  daa- 
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**  True  it  is,  that  I  might  conciliate  public 
favour  by  directing  an  advance  in  tlie  midst  of 
these  difficulties,  but  if  by  an  act  of  precipi- 
tation of  that  kind  I  were  to  compromise  the 
safety  of  our  empire  in  India,  I  should  never 
during  my  existence  cease  to  upbraid  myself  for 
revising  to  take  the  responsibility  of  delaying 
the  march  of  the  troops. 

I  can  hardly  think  it  would  be  neces- 
sary for  me  to  convince  any  gentleman 
who  has  read  through  these  despatches — 
who  has  seen  the  devotion  to  the  public 
service  manifested  by  Lord  Ellenborough 
iQ  respect  to  provisioning  the  army,  to 
detain  the  House  at  any  greater  length  to 
show,  nay,  I  should  almost  feel  ashamed 
if  I  were  to  make  any  further  endeavour 
to  show,  that  upon  that  ground  Lord  El- 
lenborough is  justly  entitled  to  the  expres- 
sion of  public  thanks.  What  did  Lord 
Ellenborough  do  with  respect  to  provisi- 
oning the  army  ?  On  the  16th  September 
he  says— 

^^  Every  possible  effort  has  been  made  to 
supply  Major-general  Pollock's  force  with 
carriage,  and  to  provide  for  the  expected 
wants  of  Major-general  Notl's  force,  when  it 
joins  the  army  in  the  Cabul  valley.  In  the  ten 
weeks  ending  the  8th  of  September,  there  have 
been  purchased  7,C53  camels,  and  5,026  mules 
and  ponies;  1,265  Rringaree  bullocks  have 
been  hired,  and  1,000  camels ;  and  I  have  rea- 
son to  think  that  1,500  more  Bringaree  bul- 
locks  have  been  hired  at  Peshawur,  making  in 
all  16,444  animals.  The  purchases  of  camels 
continue,  and  I  have  directed  that  every  mule 
may  be  procured  which  can  be  deemed  fit  for 
service.  I  am  satisfied  that  I  shall  have  the 
entire  concurrence  of  your  committee  in  the 
opinion  I  have  expressed  to  the  Commis- 
sary-general, that  the  army  must  be  supplied, 
cost  what  it  may ;  and  that  it  is  better  to  have  a 
thousand  animals  too  many  than  a  hundred  too 
few.  The  losses  of  animals,  however,  must  of 
necessity  be  so  large,  that  I  have  no  hope  that 
all  my  efforts  will  do  more  than  provide  for 
the  absolute  requirements  of  the  retiring  army. 
Camp  equipages,  clothing,  shoes,  medical  and 
other  comforts,  are  to  be  forwarded  by  these 
animals ;  and  I  trust  the  army  will  feci  that 
it  incurs  no  suffering  which  could  have  been 
obviated  by  the  paternal  care  of  the  Govern- 
ment." 

Look,  Sir,  at  the  range  from  which  it 
was  necessary  to  obtain  these  supplies. 
Look  at  the  exertions  necessary  in  the 
course  of  ten  weeks,  to  procure  10,000 
beasts  of  burthen  ;  and  do  not  forget  how 
the  country  out  of  which  they  were  pro- 
cured, had  been  exhausted  by  previous 
exertions  of  a  similar  nature.      Do  not 


forget  that  it  was  a  field  from  vliich  yoa 
could  hardly  hope  to  draw  fresh  sapputi 
for  a  new  emergency.  What  is  tht  cam- 
iatioD  of  Major  Todd,  who  inaertbea  the 
work  he  wrote  to  Lord  Aoddand  f  Mqor 
Todd  states  that  the  loss  of  baasti  of 
burthen  between  November,  1838.  aod 
the  same  period  of  18399  ^M  not  leaa 
than  32,000.  Therefore,  whan  yo«  aati- 
mate  the  extent  of  the  ezertioiia  whicb  it 
became  necessary  to  make,  in  order  to 
procure  a  supply  of  16,500  beasta  of 
burthen,  you  must  not  forget  that  tha 
loss  sustained  in  that  way  by  the  opam- 
tions  of  1838  and  1839  amoaotad,  ac- 
cording to  the  highest  authority,  to  BOt 
less  than  32,000.  I  feel  most  coaSdeat, 
therefore,  that  this  House,  whatater  Ha 
opinion  may  be  upon  points  of  policy,  will 
recognise  the  claim  of  Lord  EIieoboRMigb 
to  a  public  acknowledgment, 

**  For  the  ability  and  judgment  with  whidi 
the  resources  of  the  British  empire  in  India 
have  been  applied  in  support  of  the  military 
operations  In  Affghanistan." 

That  it  will  bear  in  mind  the  despatch 
of  the  15th  of  March— that  it  will  bear  io 
mind  the  objects  which  Lord  Elleoboroogh 
contemplated  on  assunuog  tha  Oofcm. 
ment  of  India,  as  he  did  amidst  a  great 
depression  of  popular  feeling,  and  with  a 
picture  of  most  forbidding  aspect—that  it 
will  bear  in  mind  that  his  oDJect  was  to 
relieve  every  garrison  in  AffghaDiatan,  to 
release  e?ery  prisoner,  to  re-occopy  Cabol, 
and  to  prove  to  India  and  tha  world  tlas 
supreiaacy  and  invincibility  of  British  ama 
in  that  quarter  of  the  world—that  it  will 
bear  in  mind  that  e?ery  object  so  oonlan* 
plated  was,  within  a  period  of  eight  or 
ten  months,  completely  realised  ;  and  that 
Lord  Ellenborough  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  the  army,  a  portion  of  which  had 
left  the  British  frontier  dispirited  and  full 
of  fearful  forebodings,  return  to  the  banka 
of  the  Sutlege,  full  of  spirit,  joyuoa, 
triumphant,  and  in  a  state  of  the  greatest 
efficiency.  I  feel  too  much  confidence  in 
the  generosity  of  this  Hoose  to  believe, 
tliat  any  consideration,  that  any  differanca 
in  political  opinions,  could  influence  it  in 
refusing  a  just  acknowledgment  of  public 
services,  upon  the  ground  on  which  I  now 
ask  for  the  acknowledgment  to  Lord  El- 
lenborough. And  I  must  take  this  op- 
portunity of  cautioning  tha  Hoose,  although 
I  know  that  this  night's  comments  upon 
lx)rd  KUenborougli's  policy,  or  comaseols 
upon  his  conduct  will  not  influence  it,  whm 
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we  are  meeting  upon  ihit  neutral  field  for 
the  purpote  of  comidering  the  claima  of  a 
public  man  to  pablic  tbanki,  «n  accoDdl 
of  hit  conduct  in  tupport  of  great  and 
important  military  opera tioni— yet  I  feel 
it  necessary  to  caution  the  House  againu 
the  introduction  of  comments  which,  how- 
ever just  or  irue  they  may  be  heiieved  to 
be  by  those  who  make  them,  may  yet, 
fact,  be  the  occasion  of  producing  n 
unfounded  iropresspons  af^init  the  parties 
towards  whom  they  are  directed.  Ample 
opportunities  will  be  afforded  on  other 
occasions,  for  any  comment  that  hon, 
Gentlemen  may  wish  lo  make  on  any 
part  of  Lord  El  I  en  borough 'a  policy  and 
conduct.  An  hon.  Gentleman  has  to- 
night given  notice  of  «  motion  on  one  part 
of  I.ord  Eilenborough's  policy ;  but  1 
think  I  can  demonitrate  to  the  Monse  the 
impropriety  of  inferring  that  everything  it 
hears  to  the  prejudice  of  Lord  Ellen- 
borough,  is  necessarily  true.  The  other 
night  the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  John 
Ruuell,)  made  some  comments  upon  the 
conduct  of  Lord  Ellenborougb  with  re- 
spect to  the  public  servants  in  the  employ 
of  the  East  India  Company.  The  noble 
Lord  was  psrticnlarly  severe  upon  the  con- 
duct of  Lord  Ellenborougb  to  a  gentleman 
of  the  name  of  Amos.  The  noble  Lord 
said  that  that  gentleman  had  been  em- 
ployed in  the  initraction  of  her  Majaaty 
— that  he  waa  a  gentleman  of  the  hi^tett 
character,  of  great  attainment,  and  great 

Sinalification— that  that  gentlemao  went 
rom  this  country  a  few  years  aeo  with  a 
high  character  for  legal  acquirements ; 
but  that,  well  known  as  his  alttiomenta 
were,  and  high  as  he  was  known  to  stand 
in  the  estimation  even  of  her  Majesty,  one 
of  the  first  acts  of  Lord  Ellenborougb  (as 
the  noble  Lord  wsa  informed)  waa  to  in- 
anit  Mr.  Amos  in  such  a  manner  as  to  in- 
duce that  gentleman  to  throw  np  hissitna- 
tion.  I  am  certain  that,  even  if  the  noble 
Lord  were  justified  in  making  that  taser- 
lion,  you  would  not  allow  it  to  operata 
with  yon  upon  the  present  occasion;  but 
I  mention  the  circumstance  to  show  yon 
the  necessity  of  waiting  till  you  hava  all 
the  evidence  before  you,  before  yon  lend 
an  ear  to  any  statements  of  tbia  natnn. 
It  cannot  be  denied  that  a  moat  onfavonr- 
able  impression  was  made  with  reqwct  to 
Lord  Ellenborougb  by  the  stateosent  to 
which  I  have  referred.  I  do  not  say  or 
suppose  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
noble  Lord  to  produce  such  an  * 
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bnt  aneb  andonbtedly  ■«•  the  effect  of  hit 
sUtement.  He  sUted  that  Lord  EUen- 
boroogh  took  the  first  opponnnity  of 
treating  this  gentleman  of  high  attain-. 
ments  with  sneb  marked  insult  u  to  com- 
pel him  to  relinquish  bit  Htoation.  I  ••• 
quite  snre  that  the  noble  Lord  wonM  not 
advance  anylbing  of  a  kind  ■■      '    '      ' 


reaponsibilily  at  n  gmt  dia- 
__j    -hoot  the  poww 
perfectly  < 


prejndicc  a  political  opponent, 

ider  a  deep  reaponsibilily  at  n  mat 

tance  from  nome,  and  wttbont  IM  p 


of  reply,  nnl 
vincea  of  the  accuracy  ai 
he  was  asaerting,  Hy  ooafldeDGC  hi  this 
noble  Lord'a  genaroaity  aatjafiea  me  npon 
that  point.  Bot  fbr  tho  pnrpoae  of  meal* 
catiog  npon  the  Hoase  the  neeeaally  of 
pansing  before  h  leaps  toeoaeliisioaionoa 
these  axparte  atataneota,  I  will  read  a  Ist. 
t«r  which  baa  been  put  into  aiy  banda 
aince  the  noble  Lonl'a  atataeaant  waa 
made,  and  which  the  writer  laavao  nc  at 
libertj  to  nie.  It  is  a  letter  from  the  wtfii 
of  Hr.  Amoe,  who,  baviiw  read  in  tba 
public  papers  a  report  of  what  bad  pasaad 
in  this  House  wntea,  on  the  12A  of  F»* 
braary,  as  fbllows ; — 

"  A.  Ofa,  mMUn,  JW.  II,  IHI. 
"  Mr  dear  Si^— You  pnAaUy  nsf  have 


tppoulaMot  fn       

sMosnee  of  aaving  bsaa  tnsahed  b^  Lat4 
EnaBbonogh.  Now,  aa  than  is  net  a  ward  af 
troth  in  OIs  stataaaaai,  I  Mak  It  light  ta  aa»> 
tiBdiot  it,  at  laaat  aaMMffBl  Hr.  Aaai^  aid  aai 
valued  fHaads.  Whta  bo  want  aattoIwIlB 
Sra  years  ago,  Mr.  Anm  ahn^  iatesdal  la 
nsignia  1B4S,  aod  I  am  lara  aotUag  wooH 
induce  him  to  ramtin  at  Caleatta  aoolbir year  ; 
now  that  all  his  fkialty  era  baie  ]  Uc  dnUrea 
fust  spriDgiag  into  manheed,  and  laqaMag  ai 
a  lubar's  cara  aad  osamplo.  Aa  to  Latd 
EUanboreogb^  eondao^  it  baa  b«M  aae  af 
anvaried  politaaaas  aod  dvi%.  I  briiafa 
thajr  wars  antosUy  plaaaad  with  aadi  athari 
ana  wfata  Mr.  Aiaos  wrote  to  Lard  BBsa 
beroogbfai  the  antanuk  wliea  he  was  ap  the 
1>T>  iVhH  h  waa  his  iaiMikB  ta  ndtm, 
tionUeathniittad,  dial  ha  was  ia. 


Mad    iMinhmt  iKapdik  of  pnoC 
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but  believed  to  be  true  by  those  who  make 
them — to  influence  you  in  withholding 
from  Lord  Ellenborough  that  which  I  be- 
lieve, in  common  with  the  highest  authority 
in  the  world,  to  be  most  just,  and  due  on 
account  of  these  military  operations.  So 
much  for  Lord  Ellenborough  and  for  Lord 
Ellenborough's  claim  to  public  thanks.  I 
hope  I  have  most  strictly  kept  my  word, 
and  avoided  all  reference  to  mere 
political  matters.  With  respect  to  the 
claims  of  the  gallant  officers,  under  whose 
directions  these  exploits  have  been  per- 
formed, I  am  perfectly  convinced,  that 
upon  that  head  there  can  be  no  difference 
of  opinion.  It  is  impossible  to  read  these 
details  of  service — it  is  impossible  to  read 
the  accounts  of  General  Pollock — of  Ge- 
neral Nott,  and  of  General  Sale,  without 
being  inspired  by  all  those  feelings  which 
are  connected  with  the  honour  and  mili. 
tary  glory  of  our  country.  I  am  sure  the 
House  will  excuse  me,  if,  with  respect  to 
each  of  these  officers  and  their  claims 
upon  public  gratitude,  1  make  some  re- 
marks. I  begin  with  General  Pollock. 
General  Pollock  took  the  command  of  the 
force  intended  to  rescue  General  Sale 
early  in  the  month  of  February.  He  ar- 
rived at  Peshawur  on  the  5th  of  February, 
1842.  He  had,  then,  of  course,  heard  of 
the  failure  of  Brigadier  Wilde.  On  the 
day  that  he  arrived  at  Peshawur,  be 
found  that  in  Brigadier  Wilde's  brigade 
there  were  not  less  than  1,000  sick.  The 
day  after  he  arrived  he  went  to  the  camp 
at  once.  He  found  that  the  number  of 
iick  in  the  camp,  on  the  1 2th  of  Fe- 
bruary, was  1,800  men.  What  was  the 
course  he  pursued?  On  the  day  after 
his  arrival,  postponing  every  other  con- 
cern, he  visited  all  the  hospitals,  and  saw 
all  the  surgeons  with  a  view  of  ascertain- 
ing from  them,  if  possible,  the  cause  of 
this  sickness.  He  says — and  these  things 
do  him  honour — this  is  the  way  to  inspire 
confidence,  this  is  the  way  to  show  that 
you  are  not  merely  contemplating  the 
means  of  obtaining  the  thanks  of  Parlia- 
ment by  brilliant  exploits,  but  that  you  are 
attending  to  the  comforts  of  your  men ; 
this,  I  say,  is  the  way  to  inspire  confidence, 
and  I  mention  these  things  for  the  honour 
of  the  distinguished  man  by  whom  they 
were  performed  —  I  would  even  rather 
dwell  upon  them  than  upon  his  military 
success,  because  they  are,  in  truth,  the 
elements  of  future  success.  This,  I  repeal, 
is  the  way  to  inspire  confidence.    General 


Pollock,  writing  on  the  12th  of  Fcbroarji 
says,  "  I  shall  visit  their  hoapitdt  fre- 
quently, and  by  adding  io  any  way  to 
their  comforts,  show  that  I  feel  an  iolcreat 
in  them."  General  Pollock  adds,  *'  There 
has  been  some  unpleasant  feeling  amongst 
them,  which  Ihope  has  entirely  sobeided.*' 
He  had  heard  of  the  dejection  which  pre- 
vailed amongst  some  of  the  Sepoy  regi- 
ments. What  was  the  course  he  took  ? 
Fie  saw  every  officer ;  he  visited  the  regi- 
ments; he  determined  not  to  act  with 
harshness  towards  the  men.  Not  calling 
them  to  courts  martial,  he  depended  apon 
the  influence  of  reason  with  them,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  very  short  time,  he  aoc- 
ceeded  in  completely  re-establishing  the 
confidence  which  had  been  so  deeply 
shaken.  The  Sepoy  regiments  were  for  a 
time  depressed  by  the  expected  difficulties 
of  the  Khyber  Pass — when  they  found 
some  of  their  countrymen  coming  from 
Cabul  with  dreadful  stories  of  the  cruelty 
to  which  they  had  been  ex  posed  ^whea 
they  declared  their  readineu  to  meet  any 
enemy  in  the  open  field — when  they  said. 
**  We  will  advance  to  Jellalabad  for  the 
rescue  of  General  Sale,  but  we  tall 
you  fairly  that  the  idea  of  advancing  to 
Cabul  presses  upon  our  spirits.*'  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  think  too  harshly  of 
these  men,  when  it  considers  the  noble 
manner  in  which  they  retrieved  their  cba* 
racter.  If  we  wanted  anything  else  to  add 
to  the  interest  of  these  scenes,  it  would  be 
found  in  their  association  with  the  ancient 
history  of  the  world.  I  was  struck  by  the 
recollection,  that  it  was  in  the  self-same 
region,  and  in  the  midst  of  similar  scenea, 
that  which  one  of  the  greatest  of  aodemt 
conquerors,  2,300  years  ago,  was  display- 
ing  his  power,  and  encountering  the  same 
difficulties  that  for  a  time  depressed  the 
spirit  and  damped  the  courage  of  our 
Sepoys.  And  I  was  struck  by  the  account 
given  by  the  Roman  historian  of  the  de- 
jection which  prevailed  even  in  the  nnks 
of  the  Macedonian  phalanx,  when  they 
had  to  encounter  and  overcome  the  dif- 
cultJes  of  the  same  terrible  region  —  to 
cross  the  very  same  rivers,  to  force  the 
very  same  passes.  This  is  the  speech 
attributed  to  Alexander,  and  which  the 
histoiian  tells  us  he  found  it  necessary  to 
address  to  the  gallant  military  force  which 
accompanied  hmi.  He  found  it  necessary 
not  to  punish  but  to  address  ihem.  He 
did  so  in  these  words: 
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**  Date  hoc  precibos  meU  et  tandem  obsti- 
natum  rampite." 

He  observed  that  the  passage  of  these 
rivers  of  the  Punjaub,  and  the  accounts  of 
the  formidable  character  of  the  enemy, 
had  shaken  the  confidence  of  his  troops. 
Wherefore  he  says: 

"  Ubi  est  ille  clamor  alacritatis  vestrs  in- 
dex ?  Ubi  ille  meorum  Macedonum  vuUus  ? 
Non  agnosco  vos  milites.'' 

He  addressed  them  in  vain.  The  his- 
torian says, 

*^  Quumque  illi  in  terram  deroissis  capiiibus 
tacere  perse?erarent." 

He  then  said  to  them, 

^  Ite  reduces  domos ;  ite  deserto  rege  ovan- 
tes.  Ego  liic  ^  vobis  desperate  victorise,  ant 
hoDesls  morti  locum  inveoiam.'* 

These  were  the  words  which  Alexander 
addressed  to  his  fainting  troops.  Amidst 
these  very  rivers  of  the  Punjaub — amidst 
these  very  Affghan  passes,  Alexander  par- 
sued  a  course  similar  to  that  which  at 
another  period  was  adopted  by  another 
military  commander — he  attempted  not 
by  severity — not  by  enforcing  the  rigid 
rules  of  war,  but  by  reasoning  with  bis 
men  to  revive  their  drooping  spirits ;  and 
he  succeeded,  if  the  Macedonian  phalanx 
needed  such  an  address  from  the  mighty 
conqueror  who  led  them,  let  us  not  judge 
too  harshly  of  our  sepoys,  if  in  the  midst 
of  similar  difliculties  they  yielded  for  a 
moment  to  a  sense  of  depression*  Now, 
what  were  the  military  services  of  General 
Pollock  ?  He  forced  the  Khyber  Pau  by 
a  series  of  operations  carried  on  from  the 
7th  to  the  16th  of  April.  He  reached 
Jellalabad  on  the  16th  of  April,  although 
in  the  Pass  10,000  men  had  been  opposed 
to  him.  He  remained  with  General  Sale 
for  a  time:  then  advanced  towards  Cabul, 
reached  Gondamuck  in  August,  and  on 
the  8th  of  September  defeated  the  Ghil- 
zies.  On  the  8th  of  September  be  was 
met  at  Tezeen  by  Akhbar  Khan,  with  a 
force  of  10,000  men,  on  the  very  field  of 
action  where  lay  the  bodies  of  those  who 
had  been  massacred  with  ferocious  cru- 
elty and  gross  breach  of  faith— on  that 
very  spot.  General  Pollock,  aided  by 
General  Sale,  was  completely  soccesafiu 
in  vindicating  the  honour  and  invineibiiity 
of  the  British  arms,  and  on  the  16th  of 
September  General  Pollock  entered  Cabol. 
the  British  flag  was  hoisted  on  the  Bala 
Hissar,  and  the  national  anthem  of ''  God 
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save  the  Queen,''  resounded  through  Uto 
streets  of  the  re-captiired  cHy.    lo  what- 
ever point  of  view  his  'services  is  rqgardad 
— whether  as  relates  to  his  conduct  in  the 
field,  hisjudginent,  his  discretion,  of  the 
happy  skill  with  which  he   revived  the 
drooping  spirit  of  his  soldiers—I  think  the 
House  will  unanimously  award  to  General 
Pollock  the  highest  distinction  which  a 
military  roan  can  receive,  and  reeord  their 
public  acknowledgment   to  him   for  bis 
gallantry  and  perseverance  in  the  fUce  of 
such  serious  difficulties.    With  respect  to 
General  Nott,  I  think  that  no  one  can 
have  read  the  letters  .written  by  him  in 
the  course  of  the  severe  trial  to  which  he 
was  exposed,  without  finding  in  that  cor- 
respondence  internal  evidence  that   be 
must  be  a  man  highly  deserving  of  puUie 
confidence.    General  Nott,  when  tne  in- 
surrection at  Cabnl  broke  out^  ooenpied 
Candahar,  and  under  bis  command  were 
the   inferior   stations   of  Ghnzoee   and 
Khelat-i-Ghilzie.    On  the  7th  of  March  a 
powerful  force  was  collected  around  Can- 
dahar.   General  Nott  left  2,600  men  fai 
garrison,  and  marched  oat  to  attack  the 
enemy,  who  were  collected  under  a  priece 
of  the  name  of  Suftur  Jung,    He  came  up 
with  them  on  the  9th,  and  defeated  them; 
and  he  states  this  lemarkalde  and  moet 
creditable  fisu^  that  daring  a  naich  of 
five  days,  he  benig.weak  in  eavabj,  and 
the  enemy  having  6,000  boriCt  aiiohwas 
the  discipline  and  steadiness  of  the  troope^ 
that  not  one  camel  wat  taken,  and  not  a 
particle  of  baggage  wnifaihiy.    On  tba 
29th  of  May  Ackbar  Khan  having  elieetad 
a   Junction  with   Prince   Snfltor  -  Jai^, 
General  Nott,  who  was  then  reinforeed 
by  General  ^gland,  left  General  Boglaild' 
in  command  of  the  city,  and  advaaoed  CO 
attack  the  enemy.     On    that   day  the 
Ghasees   had  8,000  men  oceopyinff   a 
strong  position,  and  2,000  aen  goaiainf 
the  Baba  WoUee  Pass  and  the  road  lisad- 
ing  to  their  camp.     General  Nott  waa 
again  completely  suceesiful.    Whifa^  he 
was   carrrying  on  these  operatioMb  aa 
assanltwas  mde  open  Khelai-iJCHiiliia* 
A  captain  was  in  conunand  there,  whoae 
name  ooght  to  be  mentio&ed,   CapCaia 
Craigie.    The  force  under  his  commaad 
consisted  almost  eidusively  of  ■epoyi. 
He  was  attacked  by  two  divisiona  of  SjOOO 
men ;  but  the  attack  was  npeUed  bj  the 
discipluie  and  steadiness  of  the  aaNdl  bsund 
which  he  commandi^.     Theee  ave  the 
men,  captainaMd  liemiaaie    fowea^* 
21 


9«a  Affghan  War-~  {COMMONS}  FoU  iff  Thaida.  084 

I  reel  obliged  to  you  for  pointiag  Mt  the 

•—    ■■■         -  -  -   tiBtt,  bat 

udoalj 


not  include  (beir  nanies  in  (he  TOie  of 
thaoks— but  theu  are  the  men,  and  I 
will  mention  iheir  namei,  who  ar«  to  con- 
■titnie  our  future  commanden ;  and  I 
know  that  although  Ihey  cannot  be  in- 
cluded nominally  in  our  fotc,  yet  tliat  il 
vill  be  gratifying  to  them,  hamhie  as  tlieir 
TanL  may  be,  lo  know  that  when  ihcie 
thanks  are  proposed,  our  gratitude  ii  not 
exclusJTely  coolined  to  thoie  nho  were 
actuallv  at  the  heud  of  our  armies.  Ge- 
neral Nott,  availing  himself  of  the  discre- 
tion that  was  f^iven  to  him,  moved  from 
Candahar  on  the  10th  of  August;  on  the 
30th  he  defeated  Shumshoodeen  Khan, 
about  twenty-seven  miles  from  (Ihuznee; 
on  the  6th  of  September  he  took  Ghuznee 
and  destroyed  the  fortilicalloni ;  on  the 
17lh  of  September  he  wai  wilbin  fife 
miles  of  Gabul,  and  a  few  days  after  he 
effected  a  junction  with  General  Pollock, 
who  had  reached  that  place.  Notwith- 
standing he  bad  been  ordered  to  evacuate 
Caodahar,  in  consequence  of  the  dita*. 
trous  intelligence  which  liail  reached  the 
Governor-General,  itill,  during  six  months 
of  adverse  fortune  and  complete  silence, 
thai  brave  man'sgallant  spirit  neverqunileil. 
It  was  painful  lo  him  lo  think  of  retiring; 
he  thought  of  nothing  but  of  retrieving 
thehoDOur  of  the  British  name  ;  and  1  do 
not  coo6ne  my  admiration  of  General 
Nott  merely  to  his  military  proweii  ami 
■kill,  but  I  lay  that  the  mind  which 
conceived  the  expreisiona  contained  in  the 
letter  addressed  l>y  him  to  General  Eng- 
land  are  proofs  of  a  noble  spirit  equal  to 
any  emergency,  and  command  the  highest 
acknowledgments  on  the  part  of  a  grateful 
country.  In  that  letter,  written  alio  on 
the  18th  of  April,  1842,  after  the  faihire 
of  General  England,  he  uys  . — 

"The  troops  at  Candahar  are  four  months' 
in  arrears,  and  we  have  not  one  rupee  in  the 
treasury.  In  the  event  of  much  field  nervice, 
we  siiould  run  short  uf  mubkei-aminunilian ; 
and  we  are  without  medicine  fur  the  sick  and 
wounded.  I  think  it  absolutely  ni^cesniry  that 
a  Mrong  bri^udc  of  2..'iO0  mvii  should  Iti 
mediaielv  puslied  frum  <Jueita  to  Caiitl 
with  ihf  siipplie*," 

And,  further  on,  he  observes  : — 


"  'llic  people  of  Ihi*  country 
stand  our  tionps  in  Ihu  npcii  livid 
aware  that  war  carin«t  lit;  niadv  with 
but  1  yet  liupe  tlial  Brilii>li  truupt  c:iii 
Asiatic  armio  without  d<.fe:it  ;  nnd  I 
know  ihai  Hriiish  officers  sliouhl  iiwei 
or  punisliinf!  the  ;ilineiuits  jud  ire: 
cuiiduci  of  1  biulal  vneniy. 


inxt  with- 
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duly   to  overcome  difficnlties,  ' 

tional  honour  and  our  military  repatatm  an 

deeply  concerned.  Nothing  can  be  aeeOB- 
plished  without  effort  and  persevaranea.  !■ 
reply  to  the  last  paragraph  of  your  letter  gf 
the  ioih  iiistan),  I  have  only  to  observe,  that  I 
ave  not  yet  contemplated  falling  back  ;  wltb- 
ut  money  1  can  neither  pay  the  long  anma 
ue  to  the  troops,  nor  procure  carriage  ibr  fiaM 
I  pe  rations." 

1  say,  considering  all  these  circum- 
stances—consideiiiig  the  aeparation  of  that 
—  the  silence  of  sis  months  which  had 
occurred,  and  the  failure  of  OenermI  Eng- 
land—that the  man  who  wrote  that  letter 
man  of  whom  this  country  may  be 
justly  proud— that  his  name  will  be  traa> 
1  in  the  memory  of  fail  couotiy,  nod 
that  this  letter  will  be  one  of  ita  atoet 
honourable  records.     And  when  Lord  El- 

iborough    offered   to  General  Noll  the 

tion  of  deciding  upon  the  routs  of 
Ghuznee  and  CaLul,  I  think  that  the  leUer 
which  General  Nult  wrote  in  answer  nfter 
fully  considering  all  the  advaniagea  nnd 
disadvantages  of  an  advance  or  a  retreat 
and  stilting  that  he  had  made  hit  mind  up 
neither  respecting  an  advance  or  a  retreat, 
but  that  if  an  oppoiiunity  oflrred,  ha 
would  make  decisive  efTortt  to  re-calabliih 
the  British  name  and  authority  in  India — 
I  think  that  such  a  letter  it  a  worthv  »n- 
panion  to  the  letter  of  the  ISth  of  April, 
addressed  to  General  England.  The  letter 
is  No.  416  in  the  primed  pa  pen.  and  U 
dated  Candahar,  July  26,  1842.  After  all 
the  abhorrence  which  the  treachery  and 
cruelty  of  the  Affghani  towards  our  troopa 
must  naturally  have  excited  in  the  miao* 
of  the  British  in  India,  this  letter  containt 
the  most  honourable  testimony,  not  merely 
to  the  iutL'llectual,  but  to  the  moral  char- 
acter of  General  Nott.  Amidst  all  the 
difficulties  he  had  to  contend  with,  and  all 
the  provocations  he  had  receited,  ha 
writes  :— 

"  I  am  moit  anxious,  notwithstanding  the 
conduct  nf  the  AffKhan  chiefs,  that  our  army 
should  le;ive  a  deep  impreision  on  the  people 
or  tins  country  of  our  cliaiacler  fut  tobtw- 
ance  und  humanity." 

I  am  sure  the  Mouse  will  eicnie  my 
taking  up  its  time,  if,  on  a  subject  io 
deeply  interesting  to  our  feetiogt,  I  am 
desirous  of  leaving  upon  record  the  mom 
whicli  the  country  eiiierlains  of  the  tar* 
vices  iriulered  In  it  by  these  men.  It  i* 
iiii|in4tibk-   ih.li,   having    mentioned    tha 
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names  of  Pollock  and  Nott,  I  should  omit 
the  mention  of  another  name,  add  thte 
services  rendered  by  another  gallant  Inan 
— Sir  Robert  Sale.  From  the  dAy  he 
occupied  Jellalabad  to  the  day  on  which 
he  advanced  triumphantly  to  Cabttl^  his 
operations  were  distinguished  by  the  most 
indomitable  spiri^  of  falonr,  endorBnce, 
and  devoiedness  to  his  country's  hbnonr. 
Although  with  a  force  far  inferior  in  num* 
bers  to  those  under  the  other  generals, 
yet  never  were  deeds  more  glorious  to  the 
character  of  the  British  arms  achieved  than 
#ere  those  whicb»  during  the  period  often 
months  that  intervened  between  the  oo* 
cupation  by  Sir  Robert  Sale  of  Jellalabad 
on  the  11th  of  November,  1841,  to  the 
7th  of  September,  1842,  when  he  advancMl 
leading  his  small  but  illitstrioua  army  t6 
meet  their  brethren  in  arms  at  Gabul«  were 
achieved  by  that  gallant  band.  General 
Sale  took  possession  of  Jellalabad  on  the 
11th  November,  1841.  He  came  there 
surrounded  by  thousands  of  hostile  people. 
He  says,  in  one  of  his  letters,  that  he 
occupied  Jellalabad  with  only  two  davs* 
provision.  In  his  march  from  Cabal  choice 
was  given  to  him  either  to  return  to  Gabul 
or  to  go  on  to  Jellalabad,  and  he  most 
wisely  detarmined  to  go  to  Jellalated. 
When  be  got  thtrt  he  found  tho  walla  of 
the  city  2,800  yards  in  ciroumferaneei  and 
all  the  ramparts  entirely  ruioad,  the  pari* 
pets  thrown  down,  the  bastionA  daatroyad« 
and  the  fortifications,  for  upwards  of  400 
yards,  entirely  dismantlecl.  From  tba 
extent  of  the  destruction  of  the  walla  it 
was  impossible  for  a  man  to  show  hia  fiaea 
in  consequence  of  being  totally  wittioat 
any  cover.  In  the  course  of  that  same  day, 
the  place  was  surrounded  by  5,000  insur^^ 
gents ;  on  the  next  day  General  Sale  heard 
of  the  failure  of  Brigadier-general  Wilde, 
while  at  the  very  same  momept  a  conai* 
derable  portion  of  Shah  Sooiak's  troopa, 
under  General  Sale's  command,  had  abowo 
indications  of  a  doubtftil  Character,  so  that 
he  was  obliged  to  part  with  them.  Amidit 
all  these  difficulties  and  privations,  the 
men  laboured  with  such  a  degree  of 
cheerfulness  and  devotion,  that  in  the  early 
part  of  February  thev  had  sucoeadad  in 
re-establishing  the  defencea«  Three  of  the 
gates  were  retrenched,  and  a  dheh  ten  ftet 
in  depth  and  twelve  feet  in  width,  waadog 
entirely  round  the  town,  the  men  baodliog 
the  sword  at  one  time  and  the  |Hekaxa  and 
spade  at  another  ;  they  complalad  the  pa- 
raptis,  raising  them  six  or  aavto  fisati  ao 


thai  by  the  16th  or  17th  of  February  tha 
iroopa  were  exulting  iti  the  aaceaa  of 
their  optratiooa,  and  cootamplatiiig  widi 
joy  the  completkm  of  their  defeueaa 
and  the  atrength  of  their  powers  of  re- 
sistanoe.  On  the  19ih  of  February, 
1M2,  there  was  an  earthquake*  which 
utterly  destroyed  everythiog.  By  that 
shock,  all  that  had  been  done,  baiklea 
three  paru  of  the  town  itaalf,  was  de- 
stroyed, and  that  gallant  army  had  thu 
aK>rtifioatiott  to  aee  that,  by  the  irMtUtioe 
of  one  nights  all  the  reaolta  of  their  past 
labours  had  vanished.  Withlu  the  apace 
of  little  moce  than  a  noetb,  a  hundrtd 
shocks  oeeurred  within  the  hearing  ef  th# 
town.  Bttt|  uudismayed  bv  thia  tfevevse, 
the  troops  renewed  th4ir  laboiira,  and  re* 
paired  the  ruined  walls,  and  never  for  one 
moment  did  they  abate  in  their  exarttona 
except  upon  the  approach  of  the  uuemy^ 
when  it  became  naoaaaary  far  those  tfullaUt 
men  to  attack  and  repobo  them.  Acfcbar 
Khan,  fluehed  with  auoaesst  adfaneed  tnsm 
Cabul,  and  arrived  bafcre  Jellalabad*  Tie 
earthtiuake  took  plaoa  on  the  I9th  of  Fk« 
broary,  whan  all  the  vMrka  and  thraa  parti 
of  tba  town  were  dastny^ed.  Oa  the  91ai 
and  89nd  of  February^  Genaril  Sala  nti 
tacked  Aekbar  Khan  \  end  fttMi  that  tiae 
to  April  ha  and  hia  tfiMpi>aife  kept  hi  A 
itate  of  apprek^nsion»  and,  thoi^  not 
iotnally  ehcagad,  they  ware  eooMustly 
en  the  watafii  in  order  thatiht]^  taitht  bn 
treparad  to  reaiat  tha  ttnek  of  Aekbar 
Khan.  Oaaeral  PolMc  waa  durinf  tbil 
making  every  exortfon  to  foiiavo  Oenatil 
Sale  and  the  tioMa  it  Mtalabad^  On 
the  7th  of  ApriK  QunaMd  Sale  bead  thi 
firing  of  gone  in  Che  camp  of  Aokbnr 
Khan.  It  waa  romouiad,  that  tba  Uring 
was  on  noeoont  of  tba  fldlm  of  Oenorat 
Pollock  making  bia  tai?  tbioogh  tbi 
Khyber  Paas.  Oeueril  Salo  bad  rieaon 
to-balietai  that  It  waa  iMtbar  on  that  ae* 
eonnty  Of  iiaa  an  taidioatkNi  that  Aakbar 
Khan  Intended  to  withdraw.  Gbnacal 
Sale,  tbiiefoie,  daiofmined  to  nttaok 
Aokbar  Kbin,  who  bad  the  eommand  of 
16,000  tfoopa,  wbHa  Oanatal  flelA  ferae 
only  amooniad  to  1*800.  The  attack  una 
made,  and  it  waa  eotittly  auoMaM;  tbo 
anetty  wwa  roniodi  and  althoogb  the 
eoetay  bore  thi  nttaak  witb  grant  ooofafo^ 
tba  folonr  of  the  Britlsb  traopa  «ma  tri^* 
eniDbant,  and  tioiofT  ina  tba  aaniai|waO 
of  tbairenierpriaa.  And'um  fiaimy  vowl 
hata  been  nbnoat  e  oMoa  of  onfanHM 
rnoicNigt  n  it  luwl  not  bain  foiniiip  il 
SIS 
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the  cost  of  the  life  of  one  of  those  gallant 
spirits  who  have  shed   increased  lustre  on 
the  British  name,  at  the  cost  of  the  life  of 
Colonel  Dennie,  who  led  the  British  troops 
against  the  enemy,  and  succeeded  ;  but 
that  success  was  dearly  purcliased  by  the 
sacrifice  of  his  own  life.     It  was  a  loss, 
however,  in  some  degree  consoled  for  by 
the  glorious  manner  of  it,  and  which  has 
been  described  by  a  spirit  as  excellent  as 
his  own,  who,  in  offering  consolation  to 
his  family  and  friends,  says — ''  True  it  is 
he  has  lost  his  life,  but  he  lost  it  on  the 
field  of  battle,  and  in  the  hour  of  victory.'* 
That  is  the  consolation  which  Sir  Robert 
Sale  offers  to  the  friends  and  family  of  the 
brave  Colonel  Dennie.      I   wish  it   had 
been  otherwise.     1  wish  it  had  lieen  pos- 
sible   that   either   Colonel   Dennie's   life 
could  have  l)een  spared,  or  that  he  might 
have  been  consoled  in  the  hour  of  death 
by  the  knowledge  that  on  account  of  his 
noble  bravery  and  of  his  high  character — 
having  do  other  interest  or  influence  than 
the  just  influence  and  interest  which  such 
courage  and  devotion  as  his  ought  always 
to  command — the  Queen  had  signified  ht^r 
own  especial  and  personal  wish  that  Co- 
lonel Dennie  should  have  been  one  of  her 
own    aides-de-camp.      On    the    16th   of 
April,   1842,   General  Sale  was  relieved 
by   General    Pollock.      On   the   20th  of 
August,  he  advanced  towards  Cabul,  and 
on  the   18th  of  September,  he  witnessed 
on  the  Beymaroo  Heights  the  victory  of 
Cabul.     We  are  now  acknowledging  mi- 
litary services  ;  but  I  never  should  excuse 
myself  if,  in  mentioning  the  name  of  Sir 
Robert  Sale,  I  did  not  record  my  adniiia. 
tion  of  the  character  of  a  woman  who  has 
shed  lustre  on  her  sex — Lady  Sale,  his 
wife.     The  names  of  Sir  Robert,  and  of 
Lady  Sale  will  be  familiar  words  with  the 
people  of  this  country.  I  hold  in  my  hand 
a  memorandum  of  events  which  occurred 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cabul,  from  the 
7th  of  November,  written  by   Lady  Sale, 
and  a  document  more  truly  indicative  t)f 
a  high,  a  generous,  and  a  gallant  spirit  I 
never  read.     There  was  an  officer  at  that 
time  at  Cabul  who  stood  in  the  relation  of 
son-in-law  to  Sir  Robert  Sale — his  name 
was  Sturt.     He  held  no  higher  rank  than 
that  of  lieutenant,  and  died  young,  but  he 
lived  long  enough  to  establish  also  a  name 
which  will  long  be  remembered.    Will  the 
House  permit  me  to  read  an  account  which, 
writing  to  her  husband.  Sir  Robert  Sale. 
•ha  gives  of  his  merits.     She  says,— 
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Sturt  was  sent  by  the  general  with  a 
sage  to  Ackbar  Khan  ;  he  was  stabbed  in 
four  places — bis  face,  his  shoulder ,  his  ann,  and 
in  his  side." 

This  was  on  the  4th  of  November.   She 

says, — 

''  Sturt  is  able  to  speak  ;  his  wound  in  the 
shoulder  is  worse ;  he  is  weak,  but  his  side  b 
not  so  bad.  The  lungs  are  uninjured  ;  hit  face 
wound  is  near  the  corner  of  his  eye.  lie  was 
struck  on  the  bone  with  such  force  that  he  was 
stunned  for  a  moment." 

On  the  6th  of  November,  two  deft 
after  he  received  his  wounds,  Ladj  Sele 
writes — 

"  Sturt  insisted,  weak  as  he  was,  on  going 
to  the  general,  as  there  was  no  engineer  there 
but  himself.  The  general  gave  him  leave  to 
do  as  he  pleased." 

On  the  7th  of  November,  she  sajs — 

"  Sturt's  wounds  are  doing  well,  be!  he 
overworks  his  strength.  He  cannol  yet  open 
his  mouth.  His  tongue  has  greatly  suffered, 
and  all  nourishment  is  given  with  a  spoon.  He 
is  out  all  day.  The  soldiers  lead  him  about, 
fjast  night,  he  did  not  go  to  l)ed  till  one 
o'clock,  and  then  he  was  wakened  np  just 
afterwards,  the  general  requiring  his  assisu 
ance." 

Who,  that  reads  this,  can  fail  toezpreas 
his  admiration  at  such  noble  conduct.  Hn 
death  is  thus  described  by  Lieutenant  Eyre. 
He  says,  speaking  of  a  certain  attack  made 
bv  Ackbar  Khan — 

w 

"  Providentially  the  whole  escaped,  with 
the  exception  of  f  jady  Sale,  who  received  a 
slight  wound  in  the  arm.  The  rear-guard. 
consisting  of  her  Majesty's  44th  and  54lh 
Native  Infantry,  suffered  severely  ;  and  at 
last,  finding  that  delay  was  only  deslrac- 
tion,  they  followed  the  general  example, 
and  made  the  best  of  their  way  lo  the  front. 
Another  horse-artillery  gun  was  abandoned, 
and  the  whole  of  itst  artilleryman  slain.  Cap- 
tain Anderson's  eldest  girl,  and  Captain 
Boyd's  youngest  boy,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  AH'ghans.  It  is  supposed  that  3,000  soub 
perished  in  the  pa<*s,  amongst  whom  were 
Captain  Paton,  assistant  quarter-master-gene- 
ral ;  and  Lieutenant  St.  Ifeorge,  37th  Name 
Infantry;  .Majors:  Oriflliths,  .ITih  Native  lo- 
f;intry.  and  Scott,  her  Majesty's  44th;  Ca|^ 
tains  :  Boti,  Ath  Cavalry,  and  Troup,  brigade- 
nisijor,  Shah's  force  ;  Dr.  I'ardew,  and  Licate- 
'  nant  Sturt,  engineers,  were  wounded,  the 
latter  mortally.  This  tine  >oung  oflicer  had 
nearly  cleared  the  tletile  when  he  received  his 
wound,  and  would  havt*  been  left  on  the 
f^round  tu  he  hacked  to  pieces  by  the  Gha* 
7ef  ■■,  uho  r«illow('d  in  the  rear  to  complete  the 
work  of  •^lau^liier,  hut  for  the  generous  inirp- 
pidiiy  ut  Lieu le aunt  Mem,  of  her  Majeety's 
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13th  Lislit  Ipfantry,  who,  on  iMroing  what 
had  befiillen  him,  want  back  to  hii  tuccour, 
and  stood  by  hini  (or  several  miaulM,  at  tlie 
immiDenl  ri>k  or  his  own  life,  vaialy  entreat- 
ing uid  from  the  passers  by.  He  wa*  at  leimili 
joined  by  Seijeant  DeanCiof  ihe  Sappers,  with 
whose  assistance  he  dragged  his  Friend  on  a 
quiit  ihtough  the  remainder  of  the  pass,  when 
he  succeeded  in  mounting  him  op  a  miserable 
pony,  and  conducted  hitn  in  safety  t'l  the 
camp,  where  the  unfortunate  officer  lingeied 
till  the  foUoning  morning,  and  vras  the  only 
man  of  tiie  whole  force  who  received  dinsiiiin 
burial.  Lieutenant  Mein  hhi  himself  at  ibis 
Teiy  time  tufiering  from  a  dBngerouiKCitnd  in 
the  head  received  in  the  previous  October,  and 
his  heroic  disregard  of  self,  and  fidelily  to  hii, 
frictid  in  the  hour  of  danger,  are  well  deseiv- 
iDg  of  a  record  in  the  annaU  of  Britilh  valour 
and  virtue." 

It  it  but  ju>t.  Sir,  thnt  (he  ninie  of 
Lietilenant  Mein  ihnuld  be  nieDtioncd 
with  honour  iu  the  House  of  Commons, 
I  iball  not  regret  having  noticed  hit  gene- 
rous act  since  it  has  called  forth  m  general 
and  generous  an  expression  of  sympathy 
towards  that  brave  and  good  mnn,  Tor 
these  are  the  instances  (and  proud  am  I 
to  know  thai  there  are  many  of  them)  of 
a  generous  devotion  and  fidelity  displayed 
by  the  British  luldier  when  engaged  in 
the  arduous  service  of  hit  country.  I 
am  thankful  for  (he  aiteniion  which  the 
House  has  paid  to  oie.  1  do  trust  tiiat  I 
shall  have  convinced  this  House,  pre- 
viously prepared,  1  am  sure  to  embrace 
the  conviction  that  all  parties  concerned 
in  these  military  operationi  for  thu  ser- 
vices they  rendered  to  their  country,  aie 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  and  thanks  of  this 
House.  It  is  impoMible  to  contempluic 
these  services  without  feeling  proud  of  [he 
British  name.  When  we  recollect  what 
wBigoingon  in  another  quarter  in  thai  por- 
tion of  the  world,  that  while  we  were  thus 
vindicating  the  honour  of  the  Biitith  name 
in  the  north-west  of  India,  we  were  con- 
ducting, with  coDsummatd  akill,  at  &  great 
sacrifice,  and  with  complete  aaccefl«,  mili- 
tary and  naval  opetationa  in  Chinn.  it  is 
impossible  to  contemplate  the  erenis  in 
Asia  in  the  year  1842,  without  being  truly 
proud  of  the  conduct  and  courage  of  our 
countrymen.  ]  am  willing  to  believe  that 
these  unquestionable  proohof  the  military 
reputaiion  of  England — of  the  United 
Kingdom — not  with  standing  the  long  in- 
terval of  peace,  itiandi  {as  high  ■>  it  did 
during  the  excitement  of  the  wnr,  and  ! 
moM  fain  hope  that  the  deciwre  pioofs 
whicli  we  hare  given  that  oui  eneigies  and 


military  virtues  are  unabated,  will  eonsti- 
tute  a  great  additional  guarantee  of  con- 
tinued peace.  But  if  they  fail  doing  that, 
and  if  in  the  maintenance  of  the  national 
interests,  or  the  vindication  of  the  national 
honour,  it  shell  be  necessary  to  ronie 
those  exertions,  and  to  make  them  on  a 
more  extended  scale,  thee  1  feel  the  ut- 
most confidence  that  these  gallant  exploita 
are  a  proof  that  every  interest  of  England 
will  be  maintained,  and  that  English 
hononr.will  be  vindicated,  in  whatever 
quarter  of  the  ^obe  it  maybe  infringed 
or  violated.  The  right  hon.  Baronet,  n 
conclusion,  moved  the  following  retdii- 
liont : — 

"  That  the  thanks  of  ibis  House  be  given  to 
ihe  right  hon.  Lord  BUenborcmgh,  GavenKXw, 

fenaral  of  the  British  poeseasions  in  the  East 
ndiet,  for  the  abitilj  and  judgment  with' 
which  the  rewMirces  of  the  British  empire  in' 
India  have  been  applied  in  the  support  of  the 
military  operations  in  Aflghanistan. 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  le 
Major-General  Kr  Oeovn  Pollock,  O.C.B;  i 
lo  Muor-Gcneial  Sir  William  Ifolt,O.CJB.;' 
to  Uajor-Oeneral  Sir  John  M*CathUl,  ILOB. ; 
to  Major.Genetal  8ir  Robert  Henry  Sale; 
0.C3. 1  (o  Htdor-Geoeral  Richard  Eoriand, 
snd  (he  other  oncers  of  the  army,  both  Euro- 
pean and  Native,  for  the  intrepidity,  skill,'  and 
peneveraoce  displayed  by  llwro  in  the  militaiy 
operationa  in  AnghanisUn,  and  for  thair  inde- 
htigaUe  seal  and  exertions  tfarougbont  the 
lata  eanpaign. 

"miat  this  House  doth  highly  approve  and 
acknowledge  (be  valour  and  patient  persever- 
ance displayed  by  the  noB-commitslMMd  aS'  , 
ccn  and  private  aoldien,  both  Enropean  and 
Kative,  employed  in  AQtbanistan,  and  that 
the  same  be  signified  to  them  by  tbe  cons- 
nandera  of  tbe  sevaret  cMps,  who  are  disirad 
to  thank  them  for  tbcit  gallant  bebavionr," 

Lord  John  Stmell:  ■  I  an  sure  it  awt 
be  a  sonree  of  the  greatest  and  moat 
^nerat  satisfketion,  that  after  the  affliot- 
ing  inidligence  oT  tb«  Cearfal  tfetails  ami' 
disasters 'that  occurred  in  A^anistaii^ 
we  shodld  now  have  to  rejoice  over  the' 
incceiS'  of  our  arms,  and  to  thank  tbow' 
men  who  have  ao  gallantly  retrieved  ^ 
honour  of  thb  coontry,'  and  restored  the 
glory  of  tbe  British  naase.  To  all  th« 
tatter  part  of  Ibe  right  hon.  Gentleman'a' 
ipeeeb,  coDceming  the  miliury  fimu  of 
the^BMnla  who  commanded,  and  the  offl- 
eeia  awl  abldiere  who  Ibaght  under  then,  - 
tltera  eannot  be  any  other  than  a  ftaUag'or 
ready  lympathy  with  all  dat  the  rM»  hoB.' 
Qentlaawn  hu-  apraiad.  .  I  vSmMXkf 
oopcM  with  hiaHhatlhBw  wwto  Jft  itof 
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out  more  strongly  and  more  brightly  after 
the  darkness  which  the  preceding  dis- 
asters had  thrown  upon  the  scene,  and  do 
demonstrate  the  unconquerable  merits  of 
tliis  nation.  But  on  this  occasion,  I  should, 
not  say  on  this  nation  only,  because  v\e 
are  about  to  give  thanks  to  those  men  who 
served  under  the  British  commanders,  and 
who  gloriously  vindicated  the  honour  and. 
reputation  of  the  native  troops  of  India. 
One  of  the  highest  testimonies  to  the 
valour  and  spirit  of  the  native  troops  is  to 
be  found  in  one  of  those  admirable  de- 
spatches by  General  Nott,  which  is  the 
more  to  be  regarded  with  approbation, 
because  it  was  not  prepared  or  intended  to 
be  eloquent,  in  which  he  says, — 

**  That  whatever  may  be  said  of  the  Affghans 
being  the  greatest  warriors,  give  me  a  \,6oo  of 
well-disciplined  Hindoos,  and  I  would  be  ready 
to  defeat  5,000  Affghans." 

I  say,  therefore,  it  is  not  only  i)y  British 
arms,  but  to  the  Mahometans  and  Hindoos 
who  acted  under  our  standard,  and  in 
conjunction  with  the  British  forces,  that 
we  are  to-day  called  upon  to  give  thanks, 
and  express  the  general  gratitude  vf  the 
country.  But,  beginning  with  Sir  Robert 
Sale.  After  the  events  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  detailed — after  the 
difficulties  that  general  had  to  conquer, 
especially  on  the  throwing  down  of  the 
walls  of  Jellalabad  by  an  earthquake,  and 
after  the  enemies  he  had  to  meet,  I  readily 
join  in  the  expression  of  the  highest  admi- 
nitiun  of  that  gallant  general's  exploits. 
With  respect  to  General  Nott,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  so  well  expressed 
the  feelings  of  the  House,  anil  his  own 
despatches  show  so  well  how  ready  he  was 
to  meet  the  enemy,  how  prepared  he  was 
to  obey,  however  reluctantly,  the  imme- 
diate command  to  return  within  the  Indus, 
and  how  capable  he  was  of  re-establishing 
the  honour  of  the  British  arms  when  or- 
dered to  advance ;  1  say  these  things  are 
so  directly  deserving  of  universal  com- 
mendation, and  are  so  well  known,  that  1 
will  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  by 
dilating  u|)on  them.  1  mentioned  the 
other  night,  that  with  res|>cct  to  (iencral ' 
Follock  1  could  conceive  nothing  more 
deserving  of  praiite  and  emulation  than 
his  conduct,  and  (he  perusal  of  the  papnrs 
now  before  the  House  only  rontirms  the 
imprtssion  ]  then  entertained.  That  \w 
should  have  paid  immediate  attention  tu 
all  the  wants  of  the  soldiers  under  him — 


that  he  thouki  ha?e  exercised  all  eve  to 
make  the  force  efficient — and  afkarwuria 
that  he  should  have  conciliated  as  nacb 
as  possible  those  troops  whose  resistance 
might  be  most  protracted  and  diffifull  to 
conquer — and  that  he  should  take  advaa- 
tage  of  the  peculiar  arms  which  the  oalivaa 
have,  to  form  and  strengtheo  hia  •«« 
troops  for  the  purpose  of  foreinr  the 
passes,  that  he  might  relieve  GenersI  Sale 
at  Jellalabad — that  he  should  have  viewed 
with  caution  the  advantage  of  preashif 
forwards — that,  in  weighing  the  difficillliea 
to  be  encountered,  he  should  have  showe 
that  he  was  not  a  man  to  run  our  troops 
into  unnecessary  dangers— and  that  he 
should  after  having  overcome  those  difll- 
cultics,  and  encountered  those  dangers 
which  he  had  well  considered,  have 
reached  Cabul — victoriously — that  Gene- 
ral  Pollock  should  have  accompliahed  all 
this  will  place  his  name  equally  with  the 
names  of  General  Sale  and  Geoeral  Nott, 
high  in  the  military  annals  of  this coantrv* 
But,  Sir,  the  resolution  placed  in  yoar 
hands  refers  to  an  individual  having  a 
very  dift'erent  claim  to  merit,  and  upon 
that  part  of  the  resolution,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances upon  which  it  is  founded^  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  make  some  observations. 
Without  eaying  that  there  is  any  fAolt  to 
be  attributed  to  Lord  Elleuborough,  be- 
cause the  question  now  is — and  I  roust 
beg  attention  to  this — not  whether  wa 
shall  agree  to  any  vote  of  censure  upon 
Lord.  EUenborough,  but  the  question  is, 
whether  he  has  done  that  which  entitles 
him  to  the  thanks  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, which  have  been  declared  by  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  to  be  the  highest 
honour  a  military  man  can  receive  frooi 
his  country.  This  is  a  question  totally 
different  from  any  question  as  to  whether 
he  were  subject  to  blame  for  enj  part  of 
his  conduct.  With  respect  to  that  point, 
when  one  look»  at  it,  the  question  ihat 
occurs  to  one's  mind  is,  whether  Lord 
EUenborough  had  the  general  direction  of 
these  Ofierations.  On  former  occasions 
when  the  thanks  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons have  been  given  to  Governors- general, 
it  has  happened  that  the  whole  war,  whe- 
ther ambitious  or  defensive,  whether  a  wise 
or  an  unwise  war,  has  been  undertaken  by 
the  Governor- general  who  has  brought 
together  the  army,  and  who  has  had  time 
to  equip  them  and  dirert  the  details.  To 
him,  therefore,  naturally  were  due  the 
thanks  of  the  country  for  the  merits  of 
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conducting  that  war.  But  with  respect  to 
Lord  Ellenborough,  I  think  the  rigpht  hon. 
Gentleman  has  somewhat  Ofer-stated  the 
case^  however  unwilling  I  should  be  to 
say  anything  that  would  take  away  froin 
that  merit  which  the  right  hon.  Gentlemtin 
has  attributed  to  Lord  Ellenborough ;  yet 
I  must  consider  what  is  doe  to  the  prede- 
cessor of  Lord  Ellenborough,  and  not  gite 
him  the  praise  which  I  may  think  be- 
longs to  the  Goveraor-general  who  pre- 
ceded him.  Now,  with  respect  to  the 
force  that  was  to  be  collected  upon  hear* 
ing  of  the  misfortunes  of  Cabd,  there 
were  two  bodies  of  troops  to  be  collected 
— the  one  was  the  force  under  General 
England,  and  the  other  was  the  force  col- 
lected in  Peshawur  under  General  Pollock. 
With  respect  to  both  these  bodies,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  Lord  Auckland  made 
the  preparations^  and  directed  what  was 
necessary  for  their  equipment.  Indeed,  I 
find,  with  respect  to  the  first  of  time 
bodies,  General  England  states,  in  No. 
198,  in  a  letter  to  Major  Outram,  dated 
the  18th  of  February,  1841  :-* 

**  I  propose,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period 
in  next  month ,  to  move  the  head  quarters  of 
this  force  up  the  Bolan  Pass  to  Quetta,  with  the 
following  detachment  of  tlie  troops  now  in  the 
k>w  country  : — One  troop  horse  artillery,  two 
squadrons  3d  Light  Cavalry,  her  Majesty's 
41st  Regiment,  6th  Regiment  Native  Infantry, 
150  Poonah  horse." 

And  in  another  paragraph,  he  says  :— 

**  Thus  the  force  which  will  he  assembled  at 
Quetta  very  early,  I  trust,  in  April,  wijl  con- 
sist of  two  squadrons,  four  battalions,  and 
fourteen  guns ;  and  leaving  a  sufficient  body  of 
troops  to  protect  that  place,  amounting,  in 
fact,  to  almost  its  present  garrison,  I  ani  of 
opinion  that  the  following  detachment  mar  be 
at  once  most  advantageously  employed  in 
opening  the  communication  with  Candahar, 
or  in  effecting  such  other  operation  la  aid  of 
that  post  as  circumstances  at  the  moaent  osay 
suggest." 

Therefore,  the  body  which  fintlW  en- 
abled General  Nott  to  take  the  fielo,  was 
the  force  of  General  England,  Mid  1  do 
not  know  that  there  was  any  increased 
number  of  troops  afterwards  sent  to  Ge- 
neral England.  That  fbrce,  I  am  aware, 
was  in  the  first  instance  defeated  at  the 
Bolan  Pass,  and  it  did  nor  reach  Candabar 
till  May.  The  troops  were  not  incroasad 
to  force  that  pass.  What  General  Nott, 
therefore,  was  enabled  to  accomplish,  was 
the  consequence  of  the  previow  dimai- 
tions  made  by  Lord  Anddand.    WHb  re» 


spect  to  the  force  under  General  Pollock 
all  the  men  and,  I  believe,  all  the  cavalry, 
were  prepared  under  the  orders  of  Lord 
Auckland.    This,  therefore,  is  not  a  ease 
snch  as  has  usually  been  that  of  the  pre- 
paration of  all  the  foreea  having  been 
made  under  the  orders  of  the  Gofemor- 
general,  to  whom  the  thanks  are  propoaed 
to  be  given.    There  is  another  view  whidi 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  taken  astoihe 
orders  given  by  Lord  Ellenborougfa  with  in- 
spect to  the  emptoyaMntof  these  Ibrcee. 
He  first  stated  his  opinion  with  regard  tp 
the  vtewi  of  Lord  Auckland,  and  then  wiA 
regard  to  the  views  of  Lord  Ellenborou^ ; 
and  be  afterwards  vindicated  Lord  B&b« 
borough  from  the  charge  that  his  order  of 
the  19th  of  April  was  given  unwisely,  or 
without  a  due  consideration  of  the  pro* 
spect  of  success,  or  otherwise.    Now,  ts 
throw  blame  upon  the  Governor-general  at 
this  distance  with  respect  to  the  opera* 
tions  he  may  order  to  be  ondertakiSD  or 
not  to  be  undertaken,  unless  thera  b^  tha 
clearest  evidence  of  the  greatest  number  of 
authorities  in  support  of  such  an  omnkm, 
would  be  a  rash  and  unwarrantable  mo* 
ceedin|;of  the  House.    Tberefot«,  laaa 
not  going  to  blame  Lord  Bllenbofougb  fee 
having,  on  the  lOtb  of  April,  directod  Iry 
an  imperative  order,  that  General  Nott 
shookl  absolutely  withdraw  ftom  Candabar 
to  Quetta.    That  order  was  lepaated  on 
the  11th  of  May,  the  Isl  of  June,  and 
the  13tb  of   November,  ia4S.     Under 
all  circumstances,  and  at  all  those  pa* 
riods.   Lord  Bllenboroogh  eontemplalad 
the  vritbdrawal  of  General  Nott  Iqr  thi 
straigbtest  road.    Tbefufbra  the  qoaetioa 
occurs,  not  whether  Lord  Ellenooroagh 
was  to  blame,  but  h^w  far  ba  ia  aotitM 
to  those  thanks  uanally  givoo  to  a  Gofur* 
nor-geoeral  who  bad  directed  tha  opera- 
tions of  a  campaign.    I  own  that  I  cannot 
see  that  he  bw   the  aama  claim  whidi 
other  Qovamors-general  have  poeaeasad, 
and  what,  I  tbbk,  bis  claim  amounts  to  is 
tbia— that,  having  arrived  in  India  at  a 
time  whan  a  great  diaaater  had  befaUea  our 
tro<^,  ha   look  a  sound  and  just  view 
originally  of  the  questkm,  and  that  ba  look 
every  pains,  and  used  every  diligeoca  in 
his  power  to  forward  aappliea;  but  beyond 
this  I  find  it  impossiUa  io  go.     I  do  wat 
think  Chat  the  order  of  July  4th,  (ivrnff 
permission  td  Oaneral  Nott  to  advaneoi  if 
ha  should  think  fit,  eaablea  Lord  Bllawbo 
rough  to  taka  an  equal  ahara  of  marit  until 
OaMrriNoll.   Whila  hi  feniitiaJ  gam' 


975 


Affghan  War — 


{COMMONS} 


Vote  of  Thanks, 


9r6 


ral  Noll  to  go  forward,  he  gave  liim  a 
warning  so  strong  that  no  one  but  a  man 
who  wassangutne  in  his  temperament,  and 
confident  in    his   resources,  would    have 
availed  himself  of  it.     If  he  had  adopted 
Lord  Ellenborough's  advice,  General  Nott 
would  have  taken  the  safe  course  of  re- 
tiring at  once  upon  the  Indus.     That  the 
Governor-general  gave  General  Nott  the 
option  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  and  it  is 
aUo  admitted  that  General  Nott  refused  to 
take  advantage  of  the  option.     Upon  the 
whole  it  seems  to  me,  with  respect  to  Lord 
Ellenborough,  that  no  case  has  been  made 
out  for  the  thanks  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons exactly  similar  to  any  precedent  on 
its  journals.     In   all   previous  instances. 
Governors- general   have    had    a    greater 
share  in  the  transactions ;  they  have  either 
originally  projected  the  military  operations, 
or  they  have  furnished  the  means,  out  of 
the  resources  of  India,  foi  the  conduct  of 
the  military  operations,  ^t  the  same  time, 
although  the  motion  of  thanks  to  Lord 
£llenlK>rough  is  not  precisely  in  conformity 
with  any  precedent,  1  do  not  wish  to  lake 
upon  myself  the  invidious  task  of  giving  a 
negative    to    the     proposition.      1    have 
already  stated  my  opinion,  founded  upon 
facts  as  detailed  in  the  papers  in  this  vo- 
lume, that  Lord    Ellenborough's  merit  is 
merely  this:  — first,  that  Lord  Auckland 
having  collected  all   the  troops  and  given 
orders  for  the  supplies,  Lord  Ellenborough 
gave  additional  orders  for  additional  sup. 
plies  ;  and,  secondly,  that  he  did  not  pre- 
vent the  forward  operations  against  (ihuz- 
Dee  and   Cabul,  but  gave  (iencral  Nott 
liberty,  if  he  thought  right,  to  relinquish 
the  attem))t.     That,   as  it  seems  tu  me,  is 
the  whole  sum  of  the  merit  of  Lord  Ellen- 
borough.    With  regard  to  another  point, 
on   which  the    right  hon.  Baronet  read  a 
letter  to  the  House,  stating  that  1  was  en- 
tirely erroneous  in  my  statement,   1  can 
only  say. that  the  source  from  which  I  re- 
ceived   the   information    induced    nic   to 
place  in)pli(*it  belief  in  it.     I  was  told,  that 
although  not   provided  in  the  Act  of  Var- 
liameni,  it  had  been  the  custom  for  all  the 
Legislative  Councillors  to  appeur  at  nil  the 
usual  councils   of  the  Governui -general  ; 
but  that  without  any  previous  ndtice  Lord 
Ellenboron;;h  desired  Mr.  Amos  to   with- 
draw, and,  in  fact,  ordered    him  at  once 
out   of  the  room.     I  believed   the  story, 
and  if  it  were  tiue,  such   conduct  would 
have  been  extremely  instilting   to  a  ^en- 
ileman  of  the  attaiomeuts  and  character 


of  Mr.  Amos.  It  appears  by  the  letter  of 
Mrs.  Amos  that  the  resignation  of  her 
husband  arose  out  of  no  such  canie.  I  was 
totally  mi^iled,  for  of  course  whether  any 
thing  of  the  kind  had  occurred  I  could  not 
myself  know ;  but  I  saw  so  manj  letten 
from  India  stating  it,  that  I  could  hardly 
reject  their  united  testimony.  To  revert 
to  the  merits  of  the  Governor-generalp  1 
am  glad  that  1  have  no  occasion  now  to 
enter  further  into  them.  1  rejoice  most 
sincerely  in  the  successor  our  arms  in  Aff- 
ghanistan,  and  1  am  delighted  that  the 
honour  of  the  British  arms  has  been  re- 
established. I  hope  that  these  ▼iciories 
will  lead  to  the  best  results  that  can  be 
produced  by  any  victories^  and  that  peace 
will  be  restored  upon  the  firmest  basis.  I 
trust  that  in  Asia  we  are  only  beginning  to 
see  the  good  consequences  of  the  iofaaion 
of  AfFghanistan.  We  have  witnessed 
splendid  triumphs  in  India,  and  great 
men,  both  in  civil  and  military  capacities^ 
have  been  rewarded  by  the  thanks  of  Ibis 
House :  let  us  hope  that  we  shall  every 
day  behold  new  proofs  of  a  wise  adminis* 
tration  of  the  afi'airs  of  that  great  empire. 
and  that  millions  of  inhabitants  in  that 
part  of  the  globe  will  have  reason  to  re- 
joice in  our  rule.  While  they  are  struck 
and  awed  by  the  resistless  power  of  oar 
arms,  may  the  natives  of  India  have  reason 
to  rejoice  in  the  paternal  influence  of  our 
Government,  and  contrast  its  superiority, 
as  a  source  of  comfort  and  bapptness,  with 
that  of  the  native  princes. 

Mr.  Ihinkvs  was  nf»t  surprised  that  the 
noble  I^nl  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat 
had  ifhrnnk  from  the  invidious  task  of 
reftising  the  vote  which  was  now  proposed. 
but  he  wishetl  that  the  noble  l«ord  had 
shrunk  aUo  fn>ai  the  task  of  presenting 
them  with  the  unnecessary  and  invidi- 
ous .speech  which  he  had  just  delivered. 
The  right  hon.  Haronet  had  distinctly  and 
sedulously  divide<l  the  military  question 
from  any  political  considerations,  and  had 
carefully  guarded  the  vote  be  proposed 
front  any  excuse  for  disagreement.  He 
nut  it  to  the  noble  Lord  whether  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  nut  w  ^ruanled  the  ques- 
tion :ts  tu  avoid  the  ^lussihility  of  dispute  in 
regard  tu  the  nierit.s  of  I^nl  Ellen  borough. 
In  some  ]H>ints  these  merits  might  be 
shared  by  Lonl  Auckland  ;  and  would  not 
the  nuhle  XxtrA  liave  glailly  concurred  in 
such  a  vote  to  I.onl  Auckland,  if  that 
( rover n(»r-gcneral  had  continued  iu  India, 
I  aud  the  same  suowsws  had  followed  Us 
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endeavours  and  the  exertions  and  valour 
of  our  troops  ?  At  all  events,  the 
noble  Lord  would  hardly  venture  to  dis- 
pute that  Lord  Ellenborough  had  the 
merit  of  not  having  counteracted  the  mea- 
sures of  his  predecessor,  whilst  he  (Mr. 
Bankes)  in  accordance  with  the  senti- 
ments of  a  vast  majority  both  in  that 
House  and  out  of  it  was  aware  that 
Lord  Ellenborough  was  entitled  to  th^ 
thanks  of  the  House  on  much  higher 
grounds  than  those  which  the  noUe  Lord 
was  pleased  to  acknowledge.  It  was  not, 
however,  at  that  time  permitted  to  any 
hon.  Member  to  introduce  other  topics 
than  those  which  had  been  so  ably  brought 
before  the  House  by  his  risht  hon.  Friend. 
Every  man,  let  what  would  be  his  political 
opinions,  must  feel  an  interest  in  the  glory 
of  the  British  arms,  and  in  the  credit  and 
character  of  his  country;  and  with  that 
feeling  how  could  he  give  an  unwilling 
assent  to  the  vote  now  proposed  as  some 
return  for  successes  which  had  been  in- 
strumental in  wiping  from  our  annals  the 
recollection  of  calamities  so  disastrous,  or 
if  recollected,  of  crowning  those  recoL 
lections  with  honour.  As  to  the  parts  so 
much  cavilled  at  in  the  conduct  of  Lord 
Ellenborough  endeavours  had  been  made  to 
impress  upon  the  public  mind  the  notion, 
that  so  far  from  Lord  Ellenborough  de- 
serving any  credit  for  the  late  transac- 
tions, he  had  been  rather  an  obstacle 
than  an  assistant  in  those  anxious  and  glo-. 
rious  proceedings.  He  ivould  venture  to' 
say  that  when  the  despatches  had  been 
read  and  considered  by  the  public,  no 
portion  of  Lord  Ellenborough's  conduct 
would  be  viewed  with  more  satisfaction 
than  titet  which  occurred  in  the  month  of 
April.  Alarming  accounts  had  then  been 
received,  and  the  Governor-general  hesi- 
tated to  incur  what  then  appeared  a  rash 
and  hopeless  enterprise,  though  the  result 
of  success  would  have  been  to  gratify  his 
own  personal  ambition.  It  was  to  be 
observed  that  within  a  sinele  fortnight 
after  his  arrival  in  Indui  ttie  powerful 
mind  of  Lord  Ellenborough  had  formed 
the  very  plan  which  had  ultimately  proved 
successful.  In  his  first  letter,  of  the  15th 
March,  he  pointed  out  the  very  plan 
of  operations  which  was  finally  adq^ted, 
and  which  was  the  just  subject  or  anivenal 
congratulation.  Afterwards,  this  ooorae 
seemed  to  be  surrounded  with  new  diffi- 
culties and  dangers,  and  it  was  the  daty. 
of  the  Govemor-seneral  calmly  to  weij^n* 
them  aU  and  to  judge  from  the  infiiffnialioQ 


he  obtained.  It  was  his  duty  to  connder 
all  the  circumstances,  not  only  calmly  bat 
even  sadly,  and,  when  himself  in  no  per- 
sonal danger,  to  hentate  befbre  he  finally 
resolved  to  expose  others  to  serious  periis 
which  lie  could  not  be  permitted  to  share. 
Knowing,  as  he  did,  the  spirit  and  gal- 
lantry of  Lord  EUenboroiign,  thcare  is  no 
part  of  his  conduct  which  he  could  more 
admire  than  this  very  hesitalion ;  honoar 
and  glorv  were  in  the  prospect  and  yet  he 
hesitated  to  pursue  them  until  every  risk 
to  which  his  troops  most  be  exposed  had 
been  ascertained.  He  made  himadf  ac«  ' 
quainted  with  the  merits  of  the  offioenupoii 
whom  he  had  to  rely,  and.thongh  not  ori« 
ginaUy  appointed  hv  hinmeif,  he  became 
confident  in  their  skill  and  ooniag^and  they 
had  proved  that  they  deserved  m  tmst  re- 
posed in  them.  He  was  anxious  to  say 
these  few  words  out  ofregardfiMr  an  absent 
Friend.  LooUnff  at  his  Lordship's  des- 
patches, he  would  say.  that  so  hx  mm  dis- 
senting from  any  part  of  the  condoct  the 
noble  Lord  haa  {Nusoed.  .  All  that  the 
noble  Lord  had  written,  did,  in  his  jnd§- 
ment,  equal  credit  to  his  head  and  to  his 
heart.  He  had  had  the  honoar  to  hate 
been  officially  connected  with  Loid  EUen-. 
borough;  and  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 1 
ampton,  who  had  q^oken  on  a  former  n^t» 
ana  had  this.day  given  notice  of  his  intea. 
Uon  to  Kesume  the  suUect,  had  done  his 
Lordship  bat  justice  when  he.said  that  he 
hadlefib  in  theBoaidofCoDtrol  the  deafest 
and  strongest  evidence  of.  hu  labdrioas 
and  most  beneficial,  attentkm  to  the  duties 
of  the  situation  he. had  filled.  It  mig^t 
be  presumption  in  him  to  add  hb  testL^ 
mony  to' that  voluntaHly  given  by.ajpoli- 
tical  opponent,  bat  he  Knew  the  habm  ef 
Lord  £llenboroogh,  fai  rqgaid:  to  hb  die* 
charge  of  .official  doties,  and  .woold  defy 
anjr  man.who  was aoqoaiAted  with diesn  t» 
arrive  at  any  other  eoodosbn.-  That  waa 
no  part  of  the  qoestbn  eo  the  meant 
occasion,  and  H.was  dear^that  m  vote 
mast  be  carried  ananiwoqsiy*  Bot.enei 
opinioa  wonld  be  vfolt  ,throa|^qat  .th» 
coantry;  oat  ef  doors  jastiee  would  W- 
done.to^,Lord  BUenlMnaffh  for  dbeotiqg 
operatiooa.  and  for  farnbhinf  aoppHen 
Ndther  .wooU  that  portioii  of  the  dsa^ 
patches  lead  that  night  by  the  right  hoib. 
fiaioiiet  pass  jridioot  ha  doe  ahan  of  aotka. 
and  wpp^fib^liaa:  .  That  ppctfaat  he.BjSjit. 
iriiidi' showed  that.the  uoietmin  gMssali 
waa  uniewifeting  fai  Us  attaotioft  ito>  tiat . 
nfamtast  watteia  oooMctod  wllli:-Aa  dath-; 
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10  the  hour  of  victory  he  had  not  neglected 
the  smallest  detail  of  that  nature.  Before 
he  sat  down  he  wished  to  express  his  satis- 
fiuH^ion  at  the  contents  of  the  private  letter 
of  Mrs.  Amos,  affording  a  complete  answer 
to  the  attack  of  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  John 
Russell) ;  it  showed  with  how  much  cnu- 
tion  statements  coming  from  such  a  dis- 
tance ought  to  be  received^  when,  as  in 
this  instance,  they  had  led  the  noble  Lord 
into  so  gross  an  error.  He  hud  heard  with 
surprise  the  original  charge,  because  no 
man  could  entertain  a  greater  respect  than 
Lord  Ellen  borough  for  persons  placed  in 
any  situation  of  authority.  That  noble 
Lord  felt  especial  admiration  for  all  who 
had  raised  themselves  to  distinction  by 
their  abilities  and  attainments,  and  even 
the  assertion  of  the  noble  Lord  had  failed 
to  induce  him  to  believe  for  one  moment 
that  Lord  EUenborough  had  been  guilty 
of  such  an  outrage  and  insult  as  had  been 
imputed  to  him  upon  a  man  of  higii  cha- 
racter, situation,  and  attainments. 

Mr.  Hull  heartily  concurred  in  nearly 
all  that  had  been  said  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  No  man  could  read  the  docu- 
ments in  tlie  hands  of  Members  without 
arriving  at  the  same  conclusion.  The 
conduct  of  General  Sale  and  the  intrepid 
garrison  of  Jellalabad — the  distinguished 
ftMlitude  and  endurance  of  the  army  of 
Candahar— >tlie  spirited  successes  of  Gene- 
ral Pollock's  division  in  the  field  after 
liaving  forced  their  way  through  some  of 
the  most  tremendous  passes  in  the  world 
— all  of  them  evinced  the  very  highest 
temper  of  self-devotion  and  had  well  de- 
served the  gratitude  of  their  country.  He 
was  also  of  opinion  that  Lord  EUenborough 
merited  much  credit  for  the  zeal  and  soli- 
citude with  which  he  applied  himself  to 
the  supply  of  the  army  with  the  neces- 
sary resources  of  e(|uipmcnt  In  these 
points  he  fully  concurred,  and  if  he  thought 
that  the  motion  involved  no  other  qiiestion, 
he  should  not  have  ventured  to  otter  him- 
self to  the  House.  He  must,  however,  he 
permitted  to  remark  that  it  was  difficult 
to  pass  over  these  subjects  without  casting 
his  eyes  upon  a  part  at  which  all  must 
look  with  pain  and  regrt't — he  referred 
to  the  excesses  said  to  have  been  com- 
mitted by  our  troops  on  the  evacuation  of 
Afghanistan.  It  was  not  his  intention  to 
cast  reflections  upon  any  individual.  He 
did  not  know  who  authorised  those  excesses. 
He  could  believe  that  the  military  com- 
manders were  wholly  blameless,  but  he 
knew  that  the  first  duty  of  a  soldier  was 


obedience.  In  any  obscrvationa  he  mMit 
feel  called  upon  to  make»  he  inlended  to 
single  out  nobody ;  but  it  was  a  aooroe  of 
great  mortification  and  sorrow  to  be  « 
of  what  occurred  under  the  appueot 
tion  of  the  British  Goveniment.  It 
the  first  time  as  far  as  he  recollected,  that 
the  march  of  a  British  armT  bad  been 
marked  by  wanton  and  gratuitous  hafoe. 
After  defeating  the  enemy,  wbenver  thtj 
showed  themselves  in  the  field,  oar 
had  pursued  the  whole  people  with  a 
fare  8o  merciless— so  poor  in  its 
ment,  and  so  unlike  the  generous  spirit  bf 
which  British  soldiers  used  to  be  distia- 
giiished  in  victory— that  he  couM 
help  thinking  some  farther  in 
was  necessary  before  the  House  passed  the 
vote  which  had  been  submitted  to  it.  He 
had  the  greatest  pleasure  in  belienng  tihat 
General  Nott  could  never  have  been  the 
direct  author  of  such  excesses,  becaosa  ftoai 
Candahar  he  found  him  writing  tba  hu- 
man despatch  which  had  been  read  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  and  which  thrilled 
every  heart  with  pleasure.  On  the  26th 
July  also,  contemplating  a  retreat,  he  thua 
wrote  to  the  Governor-general : 

'^  I  am  most  anxious,  notwithstandtag  the 
conduct  of  the  Afit;han  chiefs,  thai  the  aray 
should  leave  behind  it  a  deep  impression  on 
the  people  of  this  country  of  our  cnaracier  for 
forbearance  and  humanity." 

He  asked  no  pardon  of  the  House  fiyr 
reading  a  second  time  a  scotinent  so  truly 
British,  and  ai  highly  honourable  as  victory 
itself.  Impressed  with  these  fieclings«  Ge- 
neral Xott  advanced  from  Candahury  and 
marched  u]M)n  Ghuznee ;  that  strong  dty 
fell  into  his  hands  almost  without  rewtaaoe. 
It  contained  about  10,000  iohabiSnU,  it 
was  fonncrlv  the  scat  of  the  Mahomedan 
empire  in  trie  east,  and  &lr.  Elphinstone 
recorded  that  it  still  retained  some  relics 
of  its  ancient  magnificenoe.  On  the  Mi 
September,  (leneral  Nott  wrote  thua  lo 
lA)rd  EUenborough — 

'*  I  have  directed  tlio  city  of  Ghuxnee,  Ibt 
citadel,  and  alt  the  works,  to  Im!  destroyed.** 

Ill  is  ancient  city  was  accordingly  set  on 
tire,  and  the  (Conflagration  having  lasted  ftir 
three  days,  it  was  reduced  to  ashes.  Three 
miles  from  Ghuznee  was  a  celebrated  ten* 
pie,  covering  the  tomb  of  the  Sultan  Mah« 
mood,  of  whom  so  much  had  been  beard. 
He  was  a  Mahomedan  saint,  and  his  tomb 
had  l>ecn  respected  by  the  most  ferodous 
conquerors  of  the  east  during  a  period  of 
800  yearv.     It  has  now  been   plundarid 
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by  «  BriUsh  mnaj,  aod  left  is  dMolatioii. 
And  tbe  Gorcrnor  of  British  Indu  mtultad 
in  tbfl  bet  that  "  tbe  dofniUd  tomb  et 
Sultao  Mabmood  looked  down  od  the  loiu 
of  GhiUDM.  Whik  Geoenl  Nott  wu 
adnndng  from  Caadabar  towards  Cabul, 
a  deiachnieDt  of  G^eoeral  PoUook's  anay 
under  General  H'Ca*kilI  movvd  Doribvsfd 
ioto  CobUtas  todeatroy  tb«  A^faw  amy 
pcMted  at  liUlii:  Tbe  dty  of  jatalif  vaa 
BuppoaadtocoDlaia  15,000aoii]a,aDd,aABr 
a  brilliaDt  victory  ont  the  Affgfaasa,  it  M 
into  tbe  haDds  of  General  U'CaakilL  On 
tbeday  after  beeoieied  it  that  officer  wrote 
tbuB  to  bead-quartera : 

"  I  have  direcied  the  town  to  be  let  en  Are 
in  Mveral  placet,  after  taking  out  of  it  *arioai 
supplies  which  might  be  UMfol,  and  the  de- 
molition is  proceeding  under  the  direction  of 
Major  Sanders." 

On  tbe  25tb  of  October  the  Govemor- 
geoentl  bad  reproadted  Adtbar  Khao  with 
making  war  upon  woman;  and  a  fool 
reproach  it  waa  to  aay  man  who  deaerved 
it.  But  he  would  like  to  know  \n  wboae 
authority  16,000  human  beioga,  inbaUt- 
ante  of  leUlif — men,  women  and  cbildreD 
were  driven  from  the  amoking  deaolatioo 
of  their  homes,  to  pass  a  winter  acarcely 
leaa  Kvere  than  that  at  Moicow,  on  the 
enowy  mountains  of  tbe  Hindoo  Kooah. 
From  latalif  General  M'Caskill  proceeded 
to  Chareekar,  and  uf  wbat  he  had  dona 
there  the  Houie  was  not  officially  informedl 
but  in  the  Indian  papen  it  wai  eaid  that 
he  had  razed  it  to  tbe  ground.  In  tbe 
beginnioff  of  September  the  armies  w«t4 
assembled  at  C^I.  Cabul  waa  the  ca- 
pital of  Affghaniatan,  the  history  of  whidi 
was  bmiliar  to  manv  readers,  from  tbe 
description  given  of  it  br  Hit  Alexander 
Barnes.  He  described  it  as  a  btistliDg 
and  populous  town.  In  which  the  notae  « 
the  multitude  in  the  streets  scarcdy  per- 
mitted one  to  hear.  It  coatalned  a  beau- 
tiful bazaar,  sn  elegant  arcade,  aod  lamps 
stuck  In  the  f^nt  M  the  ehopa,  ^re  h  a 
nightly  appearsnoe  of  illumoation.  It 
was  compactly  built,  and  oouialiwd  a  po- 
pulation n(  60,000  persona.  Such  wat 
Cabul  when  Sir  Alexander  Bunea  waa 
there.  On  tbe  6tb  of  October  Oeacnl 
Pollock  wrote, 

"Prerioui  to  mj  departnie  fiom  Cabal  I 
destroyed  with  gunpowder  the  grand  basaar 
of  ibat  city,  called  Chahain  Chntiah,  boill  In 
the  rei[[ii  of  Aarungiebe,  by  die  cdabrated  AH 
Harden  Khan,  and  wbirii  may  bs  asoeidarad 
la  be  the  most  fraquaaled  part  of  C^ol,  and 
koown  as  tba  grand  aMponna  of  tkia  plllt  ff 


tmpran  upon  v.. 
that  Ibeir  atrocious  condod  towarda 
British  AinQtionary  hat  not  bean  tuArad  10 
pQsi  wirii  Imjlaaity.  A  mesqoa  abo  at  tha 
lid  or  one  of  the  bafaam,  and  anotbar  neat 
le  cantOMMnls,  tiled  with  venstiaMi  B*ber> 
wise  oraa«a»ied  with  Eweoean  naladal^ 
aod  desigDatsd  as  tba  Fahogbae  Moiqiw,  ta 
commeinorata  the  eveats  c^  lut  year,  bai  likif 
wise  been  dat)[Oyed."  , 

The  basaar  of  Cabal  wu  Uw  »nA 
niuDURient  in  that  part  qf  tfat  tt0t  oh 
dicatt:d  to  comaaerce  sod  tbo  sits  ^ 
peace.  Tba  pwi^  in  gaosnl,  war*  d»* 
voted  to  war.  To  bam  dsstnyad  tlw 
citadel,  which,  bovenr,  bad  boeo  ^wod, 
would  ban  aeamed  a  IsgituRsta  Mt  of 
retaliation,  but  na  there  tayjmtifatioi 
of  this  destniction  ot  tbe  abops  tod  wtA. 
houses  aod  marifcot  phoaa  of  Cabul.  m 
did  not  naean  that  tbo  Britiab  tnopg  IhhI 
received  no  provoottioo ;  carUinlt  tboy  M 
r('('t!U'<.Hl  mpEb,  bat  tbia  wboloMM  nrnktM 
tioii  witaa^yaigaobiowdmwnlly  OH 
ju^t.  TbejtruinpalBufiaimiwdbae^Uw 
t  liniloij  nefduuita,  who  oogbt  to  ban  m- 
licil  u]i«n  m  tar  fnftetkS.  Tbtir  fum 
^uits  M-an  tboaa  of  Qamnam,  aid  4tp 
[.^<l  l.a.L  BO  -mmi  to  do  witb  tbo  vumim 
luiirdei-  of  9i>  William  M'Naa^tn,  thai 
vlMtLd  upon  tboBi,  thaa  tbe  OoBtleMM  W 
Mas  uddtewog'  B^doa  tbo  dty*  dw 
ISi'itish  troopa  laid  waato  all  the  gaide^b 
orchardi^  and  eultifatod  ■roWMl  MP 
Cabul,  tbo  KMugo  of  gn>t jibat,  asd^ 
subject  of  mmii  pcaiai  in  OrioMil  UtniiP 
turc.  Hating  bant  the  eafital.  nnmj 
tho  country,  and  doiln>|iid  ^Uim  tfim 
villagi',  tbo  amf  amancbod  Mblabndj 
tlic  iulwbitWBta  «r  (bit  dto  bad  daw  m 
injury.  badoAnd  no  iiwalf,  and  em^ta 
have  inenrfsJ  anrsffc  OvHiifbai 
t>ecn  TLMhod  apd  tievtod  then  with  IM- 
u^^.  It  oaatainod  little  loM  than  tai 
thousst4  Inhabifcwta,  aid  It  «ia  HtiatMl 
in  ooe  of  thevaithnatiMTaymarCba. 
tntlAsia,  Wbwoaranif  qaMid  ibtt 
wasaheivof  nana.  Tba  aoaoMt  of  Mi 
destrudiim  «M  MM  GOMdnod  la  tha 
papers  hafon  Ao  Howoi  ^ly  hvno.i» 
eluded,  bo  haov  aot)  bot  1*  aa  hdim 
newspaw  ho  tead  H  «alad.  dM  tba 
work  of  ilwuaiiliiii  iniMnaij  «  lin 
24th,  and  finiikd  M  the  Hit  dpy  i  jfc 
principal  tarfani  had  !>••  Vmu  if-Hl* 
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east  po6se«ae<l  more  TeatureK  of  interest  for 
travellers  than  the  valley  uf  the  Cabii! 
river  when  our  army  left  it.  but  the  wholo 
of  the  beautiful  valley  had  been  reduced  to 
a  scene  of  blackness,  ashen,  and  miserv. 
Those  who  had  gone  through  the  volume  in 
his  hands  could  hardly  hare  failed  to  make 
an  observation — viz.,  that  although  the 
present  Governor-general  was  on  all  occa- 
sions willing  to  show  up  the  conduct  of  his 
predecessor,  and  to  prove  to  the  millions  of 
our  subjects  in  the  East  Indies,  for  three  or 
four  years  past,  that  they  had  been  the 
victims  of  bad  Government,  neverthe- 
less, upon  two  points  he  cordially  i 
dded  in  opiaion  with  Lord  Auckland;  he 
thought  it  highly  desirable  to  place  s 
friendly  power  on  the  north-west  frontier. 
Lord  Ellenborough  also  professed  to  concur 
with  Lord  Auckland  in  the  important 
extending  our  commercial  relations 
the  nations  west  of  the  Indus.  We  adopted 
a  singular  course  fur  carrying  this  policy 
into  effect,  bad  evinced  thisgnirit  in  a  moat 
extraordinary  manner.  We  had  infuriated 
the  people  with  whom  wc  were  to  trade,  and 
had  rendered  them  willing  to  form  alliances 
with  anybody  aguinat  us,  and  foster 
trigue  in  any  quarter,  that  promised  to  gni> 
tify  their  thirst  of  vengeance.  We  might 
therefore  relinquish  all  hope  of  advantages 
from  opening  tne  Indus  to  our  trade  ;  we 
had  destroyed  every  town  which  (jould 
afford  us  a  market,  and  centuries  would 
elapse  before  Afighaniatun  recovered  from 
the  misery  and  ncsolation  in  which  it  had 
been  pluogcd.  Lord  El  leu  borough  re- 
marked that  that  people  must  be  left  to  the 
anarchy,  which  was  the  conBC(]Uencc  of 
their  crimes;  he  (Mr.  Hutt)  should  like 
to  be  informed  who  was  re^ponEiiblc  for 
the  state  of  abject  and  hopeless  misery  tu 
which  AfTithanistan  had  been  reduced  > 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treaaury,  when  replying  a  few  d^ 

£to  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  ft 
Univeruty  of  Oxford,  stated  a  fai 
with  respect  to  the  Governor-general  of 
India  which  could  only  be  known  to  the 

Erivatc  Friends  of  that  noble  l.ord.  It  rc- 
ited  to  the  noble  Lord's  habitual  religious 
feelings.  The  right  hon.  Cicntleman,  with 
a  degree  of  justice  and  prupricty  which  ihe 
House  could  not  fail  to  estimate,  apjic.iled 
from  those  circumstances  which  mi^ht  ap- 
pear to  have  accused  the  Govcrnur-general 
of  something  like  adciiarture  from  the  faith 
of  this  country,  to  the  well-known  practical 
instances  of  his  devout  and  religious  life. 
He  was  excoediogly  glad  to  bear  such  a 


character  given  of  the  Goreraor-geaenL 
He  delighted  in  the  fact,  that,  however  lu&t 
in  other  respects  he  might  deem  Loid  El. 
leaborough'  to  represent  her  Majeaty  ia  In- 
dia, that  at  all  events  his  persoud  cooduct 
held  out  to  the  people  of  that  couDtrj  mkIi 
stning  recommendations  to  the  ita tinail 
faith  of  England.  He  only  wigbed  he 
could  have  traced,  when  tbere  had  occumd 
so  many  opportunities  in  the  midst  of  the 
warfare  and  destruction  which  was  going 
on,  some  record  of  the  dis^iprafaHtioD  M 
the  Governor-general  some  ezprcMMM  of 
mercy  more  worthy  of  the  reltgida  he 
professed  and  the  country  which  he  npn> 
seoted. 

Sir  //.  Hardinge  rose  with  regret  on  ibe 
present  occasion,  because  he  had  hoped 
that  the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Buo- 
nel  would  have  been  sufficiently  Mtiabc- 
tory  to  the  House,  Bot  after  whit  bed 
fallen  from  the  hon.  Member,  he  felt  it  bit 
duty  to  make  a  few  observationi  in  reply. 
The  hon.  Member  conplained  of  the  iohv- 
manity  and  excesses  of  the  troops  M  tfaeic 
retreat  from  .'\frghanistan.  He  did  not 
credit  the  reports  of  those  exccMei.  He 
was  convinced,  that  many  of  them  were 
not  borne  out  by  truth.  Tlie  boo.  Gen- 
tleman would  find,  that  some  inoaihs  ago, 
when  it  became  necessary  for  General 
Nott,  with  a  view  to  the  safety  of  the 
troops  at  Candahar,  to  turn  out  ■  consi- 
derable number  of  the  iohabiUau,  the 
Indian  press  indulged  in  the  most  libel- 
lous attacks  upon  that  gallant  officer,  ftnd 
accused  him  of  having  committed  the 
most  extravagant  excesses  and  crueltiei 
upon  the  unfortunate  iiiliabitants  of  that 
town.  Now,  the  reporis  which  had  since 
tKcn  received  from  General  Nott's  anny, 
proved  distinctly  that  there  was  not  n 
word  of  truth  in  that  accusation.  Bat  U 
present  there  was  this  difficulty  to  be  ixm- 
tended  with,  that  as  yet  that  gallant  tray 
accused  of  so  many  excesses,  had  not  bw 
time  to  reply,  and  they  were,  therefore, 
without  the  means  of  arriving  at  the  real 
truth.  Allhoitgb  these  accusations  came, 
in  a  great  degree,  from  the  press  of  India, 
he  should  be  lurry  to  stigmatise  the  whole 
of  (hat  press  as  libellous  ;  but  cerUinly 
tntemcnls  he  h.-id  seen  of  what  was 
called  the  inhumanity  of  the  troops  in 
India  he  knew  to  be  utterly  false.  The 
Member  stated  thai  General  Nolt 
hud  committed  some  of  these  excesses, 
and  that  tibu/nce  bad  been  levelled  to 
thegroand.    Now,  be  must  obMnc,  (biti 
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when  a  victorious  army  naa  marching 
over  a  country  wherein  its  policy  wai  to 
deitroy  the  fbrtificationi,  it  wu  very  diflS- 
ciiit  to  diittnguish  between  what  might  be 
forlificationi  and  what  private  property, 
more  particularly  in  a  country  where  to 
many  of  the  houses  contained  loophole* 
and  bore  so  much  the  appearance  of  for- 
Ireiiei.  He  would  venture  to  aueri,  Trom 
what  he  had  seen  of  General  Noit'a  cor- 
respondence, that  when  that  gallant  offi- 
cer  heard  of  those  accusations,  he  would 
be  able  to  give  thetn,  in  the  same  clear 
and  ttraight forward  manner  which  distin- 
guished his  correspondence,  the  most 
satisfactory  contradiction.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  staled,  that  our  troops  at 
htalif  had  committed  the  most  unjustifia- 
ble eicess.  Now,  he  hoped  he  mivht  be 
permitted  to  point  out  whai  appeared  to 
him  to  be  the  state  of  the  case  respecting 
Islalif.  Tstalif  was  about  four  marches 
from  Cabul,  but  might  in  an  emergency 
be, reached  by  cavalry  in  two  marches. 
Our  forces  outside  Cabul  were,  therefore, 
liable  to  an  attack,  after  two  or  thre« 
days'  march  from  Istalif.  Now,  at  Istalif, 
there  were  not  only  the  usual  inhabitant! 
of  the  town,  but  a  great  number  of  other 
peraoni  collected  around  it :  and  when  it 
was  thought  necessary  to  order  General 
M'Caitkill  lo  march  to  and  attack  Iitalpf, 
it  was  well  known,  that  the  chiefs  of 
Gbilzie,  one  of  whom  was  implicated  in 
(he  murder  of  Sir  Alexander  Bumei,  w»ra 
there.  There  was  alao  there  a  large  mili- 
tary force,  consisiing  of  14,000  or  15,000 
men,  and  not,  as  the  hon.  Member  de- 
scribed, that  number  of  peaceM  inhabit- 
ants, for,  in  point  of  fact,  Istalif  did  not 
contain  Ihat  number  of  inhabitanta,  bnt  a 
la^e  military  force  determined  to  inflict 
upon  our  soldiery  all  the  injury  and  avila 
within  their  power.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  was,  that  General  Pollock  or- 
dered General  M>Catkill  to  Istalif,  and 
that  gallant  officer,  with  Ihat  prompti- 
tude and  skill,  which,  in  his  upinion, 
Ihat  gallant  officer  had  displayed  throngh- 
ttui  the  whole  of  these  operations,  attacked 
Istalif  by  storm  and  with  success.  A 
great  number  of  persona  who  had  fled  to 
Istalif  from  Cabul  and  other  pbeei,  con- 
fiding in  the  strength  of  the  town  took 
refuge,  in  the  midst  of  the  attack,  in  ita 
Ktrongesi  points.  He  had,  therefore,  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  that  it  wodid  imtber 
bave  been  prudent  nor  wise  on  the  part  of 


{Fkb.  30}  FoM  0/  Thaii.  fWt 

4,000,  and  opposed  as  they  were  to  a 
fbrce  of  14,000,  to  have  ceased  ftriw 
upon  getting  into  the  town.  Indeed, 
many  of  oar  troops,  and  amongst  them 
Lieutenant  Evans,  had  been  killed  in  the 
town.  He,  therefore  said,  that  in  these 
eastern  towns,  where  almost  every  bouse 
was  in  itself  a  fortress,  you  coald  not, 
when  it  became  necessary  to  throw  down 
the  works  of  a  town,  mate  those  distine- 
tions  which  were  cammooly  made  in  Eu- 
rope. The  hoa.  Member  spoke  of  the 
cruelty  of  turning  out  the  women  in  the 
snow — St  a  time  when  there  was  no  inoir 
— but,  setting  that  aside,  there  ware  at 
the  period  of  this  atUck  at  the  end  of  the 
town  500  women,  a  large  portion  of  whom 
had  come  from  Cabul,  and  iriiowere  com- 
pletely at  the  mercy  of  our  troopt.  Btf 
what  was  the  conduct  of  our  uoops  lo> 
wards  them  T  Did  they  retaliate  T  Did 
they  commit  those  excesses  of  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  complained  t  No.  Wa 
had  it  not  only  from  General  Kt'CasklirB 
report,  but  from  the  libellers  of  (he  lodiaa 
press  themselves,  that  the  condaet  of 
our  troops  on  that  occasion  was  most  «!• 
emplary,  and  that  not  a  single  womaa 
had  been  either  hart  or  intuited  by  them. 
Some  of  the  Indian  ptpeta,  however, 
in  admittiog  that  General  H'Caakill  be- 
haved well  towards  the  females,  accosBd 
him  of  having  cradty  deatroyad  Ibe  towi 
and  some  of  lU  male  iohabitanta.  New, 
when  ha  racotlected  that  aiimi|rt  dia 
Affgfaana  there  ««b  aosocfa  thuwaae^-^ 
labtltoo,  and  ibat  they  nafer  taoc  ar  ntr 
qnarler,  he  did  thhik  GaDeial  M-GaddO 
had  acted  improperly  in  aUoala|  o^ 
troops  to  destroy  the  town.  Bifbra  ilia 
arrival  of  the  last  mail  the  idea  ositahilj' 
was  that  neat  ezceaaea  bad  bsan  com- 
mitted at  Istalif;  bat  what  said  Qanafal 
M'Caskill  T  In  his  despatch  of  OUobar 
6,  he  stated— 
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gallant  eflbtts  (abw  marii  this),  and  fcs'  tta 
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eUilies  ofibavan. 


He  thought  it  impossible  for  aoy  one 
aftat  hearing  that  passage  not  to  believe 
that  cur  iniops  conducted  tliemscUea  on 
the  occasion,  not  as  represented  by  the 
hbn.  Gentleman  in  an  atrocious  manner, 
_...w  .^v..  I..-..V...  —  ...-«  «■■ .~~  Y~"  "  ^  '"  '  manner  becoming  the  character 
oar  troops,  numbering,  as  thay  did,  but    •ffirilish  soldiers.    The  hon.  Gentleman 
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also  complaioed  that  excesses  had  been 
committed  at  Cabul.  He  must  be  per- 
mitted to  remark  to  the  hon.  Gentleman 
and  the  House,  that  when  General  Pol- 
lock's army  were  ordered  to  march  from 
Jellalabad  to  Cabul,  they  had  not  only  to 
cross  the  difficult  passes  of  Juccdulluk 
and  Gundamuk,  but  to  pass  over  in  their 
march  the  bodies  of  several  hundreds  of 
their  companions,  most  of  them  in  a  state 
of  decomposition,  but  some  of  them  still  so 
little  altered  as  to  have  been  recognized  by 
their  friends.  Captain  Hamilton  was  one 
of  those  who  was  recognized  by  some  of 
bis  brother  officers,  and  amongst  them 
were  the  bodies  of  Sepoys  as  well  as 
British  soldiers.  It  would  not  be  very 
surprising,  then,  if  upon  that  occasion  the 
strongest  passions  of  our  nature  had  been 
excited  in  those  troops.  But  was  it  so  ? 
Did  they  commit  those  excesses  of  which 
they  were  accused  ?  No.  He  happened 
to  know  by  an  accidental  statement,  not 
in  the  papers  before  the  House,  that  Ge- 
neral Pollock,  in  forcing  those  passes,  on 
the  13th  and  14th  of  September,  took 
•very  measure  in  bis  power,  and  success- 
fully, to  prevent  the  excesses  of  which  the 
hon.  Member,  in  his  opinion,  unjustly 
complained ;  that  on  arriving  at  the  camp 
before  Cabul  he  called  upon  the  officer  in 
command  to  issue  to  the  men  and  the 
oamp-foUowers  the  strongest  orders  not  to 
interfere  with  the  inhabitants  of  Cabul,  or 
offer  any  injury  to  tbe  city  itself;  and 
that  on  the  16th  of  September  the  General 
commanding  ordered,  that  neither  officers, 
soldiers,  nor  camp-followers,  be  permitted 
to  enter  the  city  until  further  orders. 
Now,  that  these  orders  were  fulfilled,  he 
had  a  right  to  assume,  because  he  found 
it  stated  in  the  papers  before  the  House, 
that  on  the  2l8t  of  September  the  inha- 
bitants of  Cabul  had  returned  to  their 
usual  occupations.  It  was  also  stated,  that 
on  the2ist  abundance  reigned  in  the  camp, 
and  coupling  that  circumstance  with  the 
issuing  of  orders  not  to  commit  excesses  he 
thought  he  might  assume  the  fact  that  no 
such  excesses  had  been  committed.  With 
reference  to  the  burning  of  the  bazaar,  he 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  that  it  was 
not  only  a  better  policy,  but  in  every 
respect  more  desirable,  that  retaliation 
should  be  avoided,  or  at  least  limited  to 
works  of  a  military  character.  He  mu^t, 
however,  lie  permitted  to  point  out  that 
this  very  bazaar  was  adjoining  the  mosijue 
at  the  door  of  which  was  placed  tlie  mnii- 


lated  body  of  our  unfortaoate  eovoji  h 
order  that  it  might  be  spit  npoD  bj  every 
Mussulman  who  passed,  and  tolijeetwi  to 
every  species  of  indignity.  Gtneral  M. 
lock  abstained  from  taking  away  tht  livm 
of  tbe  inhabitants,  althoughp  in  tht  opwiiwi 
of  some  persons  in  India  who  won  mo/L 
military,  public  feeliof  ought  to  hava  Bmb 
appeased  by  some  such  exanple.  Ite 
could  show  by  a  letter  from  one  of  (ho 
highest  authorities  in  India,  a  ohui  of 
the  greatest  ability,  to  General  Pollock. 
that  such  an  opinion  prevailed.  It  waa 
stated  in  that  letter,  that  if  an  ias- 
pression  were  to  be  made  in  fafoor  of 
the  Indian  army,  or  if  it  ware  to  ho 
proved  that  they  had  retne?ad  all  their 
disasters,  it  was  necessary  to  destroy  the 
town  of  Cabul.  General  Pollockp  how- 
ever, limited  himself  to  the  narroweat  de- 
gree of  retaliation — the  deatruotion  of  the 
bazaar  and  mosque.  It  should  be  le- 
marked,  that  that  was  not  the  uaoal 
mosque,  and  had  been  fitted  up  with  all 
the  plunder  and  insignia  of  our  armyp  in 
commemoration  of  the  triumph  of  oar 
enemies  over  us.  He  thought,  that  Ge- 
neral Pollock  could  not  help  de8tioyia( 
that  moique  ;  and  that  considering  the 
scenes  of  horror  which  our  troope  had 
witnessed,  there  had  been  on  the  whole  ae 
little  retaliation  as  possible.  A  aefere 
censure  had  been  passed  upon  the  Go- 
vernor-general for  not  having  taken  aM 
the  pains  he  might  to  pretrent  theae  oi* 
cesaes.  But  see  what  Lord  Auckland  eaid 
in  speaking  of  the  Affghana  :— 

"A  faithless  enemy,  stained  bv  the  Ibul 
crime  of  afsassination,  has,  througli  a  lailafe 
of  supplies,  followed  by  consummaie  trea- 
chery, been  able  to  o? ercome  a  body  of  Bri- 
tish troops,  in  a  country  removed  by  distance 
and  dlHiculties  of  season  from  the  possibility 
of  succour.  But  the  Governor-genenl  in 
Council,  while  he  most  deeply  lamenls  the 
loss  of  tbe  brave  officers  and  men,  regards  Ibis 
partial  reverse  only  as  new  occasion  for  dis» 
playing  the  British  power,  and  the  admirable 
spirit  and  valour  of  the  British  Indian  army." 

This  notification  from  the  Governor  of 
India  was  circulated  amongst  the  oflicera, 
^nd  read  at  the  head  of  every  regiment. 
It  was,  therefore,  too  much  to  eipeotp 
considering  the  situation  of  the  troopa^ 
that  some  excesses,  such  as  the  deaCrue- 
t ion  of  the  bazaar,  would  not  have  been 
committed  ;  but  the  heavy  chargea  whieh 
the  hon.  Gentleman  brought  against  oar 
Indian  troops  of  escesses  alleged  le  have 
been  committed  in  Istalif,  Candahar, 
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Cabul,  he  did  not  beiieye  or  credit.   Whet  I  great  etteotioD  to  the  diargee  which  hid 


wet  Lord  Ellenborough's  recommendationf 
Did  he  hold  out  any  ezeitement  to  eiieh 
exoestes  at  had  been  described  by  the 
boo.  Member?  Certainly  not.  In  pegt 
336  of  the  papers  he  stated  :— 

*'  You  will,  as  loDg  as  the  season  permit  you 
to  remain  with  perfect  security,  rely  upon  your 
own  force,  and  upon  that  alone,  for  the  effect* 
in;  of  your  objects,  and  exert  that  force  ti^ 
rously,  giving  erery  proof  ef  British  power 
which  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  usages  of 
war^  and  the  dictates  of  British  humanity  ;  but 
you  will  never  forget  that,  after  so  exhibiting 
that  power,  you  are,  without  allowrag  yoarself 
to  be  diverted  thereflnom  by  any  object,  to 
obey  the  positive  orders  of  your  Govemmeot 
to  withdraw  your  army  from  Affj^hanUtan/' 

That  was  followed  up  by  another 
despatch,  in  which  he  expreased  to 
the  generals  commanding,  his  hope  that 
throuehout  the  campaigu  their  actions 
would  be  free  from  everything  which  could 
in  any  degree  impeach  the  character  of 
the  army  for  humanity.  The  excesses 
complained  of  were  not  confirmed  by  the 
official  reports,  and  he  therefore  hopc^i  on 
an  occasion  like  the  present  the  House 
would  carefully  abstain  from  counte- 
nancing them  as  matters  of  fact.  Of 
Lord  Ellenborough,  he  entertained  the 
highest  opinion.  Hie  despatches  abnet 
he  thought,  proved  him  to  be  a  maa  of 
very  great  ability,  and  he  was  sangotoe 
enougn  to  hope,  that  etary  disoasiiottattf 
person  would  be  found  to  adiAit,  Chat 
throusbout  those  military  operations,  his 
Lordship  had  evinced  great  jud|;miuit. and 
good  sense.  If  the  boo.  OentlemaD  op- 
posite or  other  hon.  GentleoeB  eboee  to 
read  passages  from  thosepapers,  with  the 
view  to  fix  upon  Lord  Ejleoboit>ugh  the 
character  of  pusillanimity  in  ordering. the 
withdrawal  of  our  troops  from  Afignan* 
istan,  he  thought  he  could  find  eztracta 
from  despatches  of  Lord  Auoklaod,  itt 
which  an  apparent  feeling  of  pesiUaoimity 
might  alao  be  diicovered.  In  hia  opinion, 
however,  it  would  be  much  better  to  con- 
sider whether  our  generals  and  troops  bad 
not  conducted  themselves  in  a  gaDanl 
manner.  He  believed  that  they  hjad»  not 
only  in  a  gallant,  but  he  hoped  he  might 
add,  in  an  irreproachable  manner.  In- 
deed, since  the  establishment  <rf  a  Britieb 
army  in  India^  he  knew  of  no  ooeaaiOD  on 
which  be  believed  them  to  be  noie  de« 
serving  of  the  thanks  of  that  Hoose. 

Sir  T.  £.  CoUbroiAf  Ui  Ueteodl  with 


been  made  againet  the  Indian  amy.  Ok 
nsoro  than  one  oooaaioa  the  autjeet  hal 
been  noticed  in  the  Houee^aadbe  tbouslit 
the  right  boo.  GentleBsao  at  the  headof 
the  Governmeot  had  exercieed  a  eomiddie* 
crotion  in  not  giving  a  decided  refdy  to  the 
inquiriee  which  htk  been  maoe*  Thf 
chargee  were  ao  very  vague,  there  was  audi 
an  Mseooe  of  statement  as  to  time  and 
place,  that  it  was  impoesible  to  fix  the 
charjgea  ao  as  to  give  them,  a  poaitive  ood- 
tradictioo.  Ae  to  deepoiling  tlie  tomb  of 
the  Saltan  Mahmood,  at  Ghuxnee^  the 
Uame,  if  any,  was  not  attributable  to 
Genei^  Nott  or  tjbe  troopei  it  wae  done 
by  the  expreee  order  of  this  Govehior-g^ 
neral,  who  in  hia  despatch  of  the  4th  ef 
July  to  General  Nott^  told  him— 


**  Yon  will  bring  awa^  flrem  the  lemb  ef 
Mahmood,  of  Ghnsaee»  ms  dnb,  whidi  haagl 
over  it^  aoid  ^on  will  bring  away  the  gates  ef 
his  tomb^  wbieh  are  the  gales,  of  the  temple  of 
Somnauih.  These  will  be  the  jnst  tropUes  ef 
your  sttccessfbl  mareh.^ 

With  reapeot  to  Cobul^  althou|^,the  heui 
Member  had  quoted  an  anouTmoua  letter 
to  the  cootnuy*  it  waa»  he  bdieved^.tbe 

Cper  ooDetructton  of  the  reporta  that  the 
tmotion  wae  oopfioed  to  the  banar, 
and  to  one  or  two  hanam*    Aa  to  tbe 

of  letalif,  thej  had  leocdved  all  the,boii|p. 
diction  whidi  wae  leqoifeJL  With  rngarjl 
to  the  mend  yot^M  njeioed  tbat  it  did 
not eallibr any diaieace of  emioD  :  imi 
to  tbe  iiiotien».  in^tbe  t^raa  lii  wUdi  ft 
waa  made,  be  coriiallv  aasented. 

ait  R.  H.  Ingtt9  MMCtbat  a«  bewee 
almoet  the  only  penoa  on  that  aide  of  tbe 
House  who  bed  espfeaaad  apy  disip|iio- 
batioo  of  the  other  pat ta  of  the  Ooveiaef- 
generafa  condeet,  be  trualed.  tbe  Houee 
would  allow  turn  to^take  tbia  opportuuilf 
of  expreming  hie  entiiei  ooneufiuboe  iu 
this  vote  of ibaokat,  not  only  ea  it  afflied 
to  the  gallant  oiilitaiv  ofieera  eofa|ed  u 
the  operetioB,  but  the  tiovereiQf-geoeial 
bfaaaeif.  He  wae  ooly  aasiooa  fortber  lo 
call  the  atteutioo  of.  biagaUaat  friead  to 
the  eoudoet  jof  the  tvoope  at  letalif  aod  the 
tieatmeiitof  tbe  women*    At  pafa  41ft»  it 


^^Theenenty  wewdritta  ftom  Oaueebeid 
porMiednHth  a  tapUHy  nbleb  left  u»tbBe  te 

ehiliaan  aad  womsa  Iram  the  |lae%  40 
BO  Inlenuplleu  — -*— ^  •• 


991 


Afghan  War^ 


{COMMONS} 


Folf  of  ThasOa. 


This  was  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
general  instructions  of  Lord  Ellenborough, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  troops  throughout 
should  be  such  as  troops  should  observe 
in  a  friendly  country,  taking  the  same 
precautions  as  an  army  in  a  hostile  coun- 
try  ;  and  they  were  elsewhere  told  that 
they  were  to 

"  Leave  decisive  proofs  of  the  power  of  the 
British  ariDy,  without  iinpeaching  its  huma- 
nity." 

These  orders  did  as  much  credit  to  the 
justice  as  to  the  humanity  of  the  Governor- 
general  ;  and  he  cordially  concurred  in  the 
vote  as  limited  bv  the  words  of  this  motion. 

Mr.  Hume  was  not  sorry  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Gateshead  had  brought  for- 
ward tiiis  topic,  because  it  had  called  forth 
the  expressions  from  the  gallant  General 
opposite.     Although  he  (Mr.  Hume)  had 
heard  many  statements  relating  to  istalif, 
this  would    not    have   been    a    place   to 
which  he  would  himself  have    referred. 
He  thought  that  even   greater  excesses 
might  have  been  expected  under  the  cir- 
cumstances.    This  was   not  a    part    to 
which  he  would  have  objected.     There 
was,  however,  one  thing  for  which  he  was 
undoubtedly  sorry,  and  that  was  the  de- 
struction  of    the  commercial   bazaar  at 
Cabul.     When   he  read  the  despatch  of 
Lord  Ellenl)orough,  declaring  that  he  was 
aniious  to  leave  as  few  marks  of  revenge 
and  retaliation  as  possible,  it  did  appear 
strange  that  after  our  troops  had  invited 
the  natives  into  the  town,  when  the  town 
was  full,  and  supplies  readily  brought  in, 
we   should    have   destroyed   the   bazaar. 
Still  it  was  done  by  the  proper  officer, 
seilt  in  for  the  express  purpose  by   the 
proper  party.     Ele  was  informed  that  no- 
tice had   been  given  to   the  individuals 
who  inhabited  the  bazaar  that  it  was  to  be 
destroyed;    and,  except  a  few  Hindoos, 
who  did  not  believe  that  we  should   have 
destroyed  it,  no  one  was  injured.     Still, 
he  thought  it  important  that  they  should 
have  some  further  explanation.      As  tu 
the  other  excesses,   the    House   had  so 
little  information  concerning  them,  that 
at  present  nothing  more  could   be  said. 
With  respect  to  the  troops,  he  would  be 
happy   to   concur   in    any  testimony   the 
House  could  offer.      Any  one  who  had 
read  the  despatches  must  be  satisfied  that 
no  troops  ever  endured  more  hardships — 
no  troops  had  ever  shown  more  drvoted- 
ness   to   the  service,  or   had    seen   their 
exertions    attended    with   more   succi-ss, 


looking  at  the  disadvantages  under  vhiek 
they  laboured.  It  did  not  appear  from 
these  papers  that  he  would  be  warranted 
in  giving  to  Lord  Elleoborough  ike  mbm 
meed  of  praise.  The  gallant  General 
had  referred  to  a  notification  of  the  late 
Governor-general  (Lord  Auckland),  dated 
from  Fort  William  on  the  31  si  Jann- 
ary,  1842,  and  he  wished  that  the  gallant 
Greneral  had  quoted  the  whole  of  ikal 
notification.  Tiie  late  Governor- general 
there  said : — 


'' Tntelligence  having  been  received 

leaves  no  room  to  doubt  that,  after  the  Britisk 
force  at  Cabul  had  maintained  its  position 
against  overpowering  numbers  of  iasufgents 
for  more  than  six  weeks,  the  officer  command* 
ing  had  judged  it  necessary,  in  conscqacncc 
of  a  failure  of  provisions,  to  agree  to  a  c<m- 
vention  of  the  enemy,  and  to  retire,  in  reliance 
on  the  faith  of  that  convention,  towards 
Jellalabad,  when  the  troops,  expcwed  to  tke 
worst  rigours  of  cold  and  privation  in  Ike 
mountain  defiles,  and  harrassed  by  treacher- 
ous attacks  suffered  extreme  disaster  — the 
Governor- general  in  Council  deems  it  proper 
to  notify,  that  the  most  active  meaauras 
have  been  adopted,  and  will  be  steadfaMlj 
prosecuted,  for  expediting  powerful  reinforce- 
ments to  the  Affghan  frontier,  and  for  assisting 
such  operations  as  may  be  required  in  tkat 
quarter  for  the  maintenance  of  the  honour  and 
interest  of  the  British  GoveromeDt.  Tke 
ample  military  means  at  the  diipoaal  of  tke 
British  Government  will  be  itreauoualj  ap* 
plied  to  these  objects,  so  as  at  once  to  support 
external  operations,  and   to  ensure  effioent 

f>rotection  to  its  subjects  and  allies.  A  fidtk- 
^ss  enemy,  stained  by  the  foul  crime  of 
assassination,  has,  through  a  failure  of  supplies 
followed  by  consummate  treachery,  been  able 
to  overcome  a  body  of  British  troops,  in  • 
country  removed  by  distance  and  difficulties 
of  season,  from  tlie  possibility  of  soceonr. 
But  the  Governor-general  in  council,  while  he 
most  deeply  laments  the  toss  of  the  krave 
officers  and  men,  regards  this  partial  reverse 
only  as  a  new  occasion  for  displaying  the  ata* 
bility  and  vigour  of  the  British  power,  and 
the  admirable  spirit  and  valour  oi  the  Bri* 
tish  Indian  army." 

He  did  not  think  that  the  same  care 
and  zeal  which  had  been  here  manifeaind 
by  Lord  Auckland  had  been  carried  out 
by  Ijord  Ellenborougli.  He  thought  that 
from  the  moment  Lord  Ellenborough  left 
Calcutta  and  withdrew  from  the  coundl, 
a  great  part  of  his  proceedings  were  to  ke 
deprecated.  Lord  Ellenborough  left  alone, 
had  conducted  himself  in  such  a  manner 
and  many  of  his  acts  when  communicated 
to  i\\v  council,  seemed  so  ezlraordinarr. 
that  they  excited  not  surprise  alone,  kut 
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regret.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  bad 
practice  to  allow  the  Governor*general  so 
to  withdraw  himself  from  the  CoudciI. 
If  hon.  Members  read  the  despatches, 
they  would  Bod,  that  as  soon  as  the  Go- 
vernor-general left  Calcutta,  he  determined 
to  withdraw  the  troops  forthwith.  The 
reinforcements  prepared  by  his  predecessor 
were  on  the  way,  yet  they  found  the  Go- 
vernor-general writing  from  Allahabad  and 
from  every  place  to  Sir  Jasper  Nicolls 
ordering  the  recall  of  the  troops.  He 
was  writing  notes  to  General  Pollock 
in  a  manner  so  decided,  that  there  could 
be  no  mistake  and  was  to  be  no  de- 
lay. In  March,  April,  May,  and  even 
down  to  the  14th  of  May  Lord  Elleobo- 
rough  went  on  repeating,  in  the  most  ex- 
traordinary manner,  the  orders  to  with- 
draw. He  gave  his  orders  secretly,  but 
urged  them  decisively,  so  that  no  doubt 
could  be  left  upon  the  matter,  and  the 
officers  could  have  no  option.  He  felt  for 
the  difficulty  in  which  Generals  Nott  and 
Pollock  were  placed  when  they  received 
those  orders,  and  were  telling  the  Gover- 
nor-general and  Sir  Jasper  Nicolls,  that 
if  they  withdrew,  their  army  would  be  de- 
stroyed. Then  there  was  a  gap  in  the 
despatches,  and  all  at  once  these  officers 
instead  of  marching  their  troops  back  to 
India,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  Lord 
Ellenborough,  and  contrary  to  the  orders 
of  Sir  Jasper  Nicolls,  were  found  march- 
ing to  Cabul.  The  Generals  had  always 
hitherto  obeyed  the  orders  given  them,  and 
he  could  not  understand  how  it  was,  that 
ail  at  once  they  disobeyed  those  orders  and 
marched,  the  one  from  Candahar,  and  the 
other  from  Jellalabad,  on  to  Cabul.  In 
the  despatches  there  was  a  very  curious 
paper.  The  Governor- general  sakJ,  he 
would  not  forward  the  despatches  written 
to  General  Nott,  to  General  Pollock,  and 
to  Major  Outram.  He  did  not  enclose 
ihem,  and  so  they  did  not  appear.  It 
seemed  that  some  orders  had  been  sent. 
He,  therefore,  thought  that  Lord  Ellenbo- 
rough did  not  deserve  any  credit  for  the 
success  which  attended  the  subsequent 
transactions ;  on  the  contrary,  it  appeared 
that  the  success  was  achieved  contrary  to 
the  orders,  as  well  as  the  wishes,  of  the 
noble  Lord.  He  believed  that  the  h'ntotj 
of  the  case  was  this.  Lord  Auckland 
had  given  orders  to  push  forward  to  suc- 
cour the  troops  coming  from  Cabal ;  but 
he  had  said,  if  the  disaster  was  so  complete 
as  10  expel  the  British  forces  from  the  ter- 
VOL.LXVI.    (SSJ) 


ritory  in  which  they  then  were,  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief should  abstain  from  ad^* 
vancing  a  new  army  without  fresh  orders. 
What  was  the  course  adopted  by  Lord  El- 
lenborough ?  He  determined  on  an  imme- 
diate  evacuation ;  and  in  the  Blue  Book^ 
which  h^d  been  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House,  he  had  reckoned  no  fewer  than 
nineteen  orders  by  Lord  Ellenborough  for 
the  withdrawal  of  the  army.  The  last 
of  the  despatches  was  dated  on  the  14th 
of  May;  but  on  the  25th  of  the  same 
month  orders  were  received  by  him  from 
England  dated  the  4th  of  Aprils  in  which 
were  contained  not  only  orders  to  advance, 
but  positive  directions  as  to  the  plan  to  be 
adopted.  If  these  were  facts  oo  which  the 
House  could  depend — and  they  could  not 
be  doubted — what  merit,  he  asked,  could 
Lord  Ellenboroogh  claim  ?  He  did  not 
deny  the  heavy  weight  of  responsibility 
which  rested  on  that  noble  Lord ;  that,  in 
the  position  in  which  he  stood,  the  greatest 
prudence  was  necessary  to  be  olmrved ; 
but  if  the  noble  Lord  had  consented  to  be. 
guided  by  the  advice  of  his  Council  (and 
he  complained  that  he  bad  altoeether 
separated  himself  from  them),  and  had 
looked  to  the  minutes  of  Lord  Aockland, 
he  believed  that  be  would  have  adopted  a 
different  course  to  that  which  he  had 
pursued.  His  present  complaint  was, 
that  all  the  docnments  necessary  for  the 
full  consideration  of  the  present  tote  of 
thanks  to  Lord  Ellenborough  were  not  be« 
fore  the  House.  He  beg^  to  refer  the 
House  to  a  despatch  from  Lord  Ellenbo- 
rough to  the  secret  committee^  dated  July, 
1 842.    He  said  in  that  despatch— 

**  I  send  herewith  copies  of  letters  addressed 
by  me  to  Major-igeneralNott,to  Major-genml 
Pollock,  to  Major  Outram,  and  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  Bombay,  and  of  a  memorandnmfor  Ma^ 
jor-general  Sir  Charles  Napier.  All  these  do- 
cuments I  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  with- 
hdd,  for  the  pfesent,  from  the  records  of  the 
offices  here,  on  aoeonnt  of  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  preserving  secie^  in  the  important 
matter  to  whidi  they  refer.  Thev  will  be 
placed  upon  the  records  as  soon  as  M^'^* 
neral  Nott*s  decision  shall  be  known.  My 
letter  to  Miyor-general  Nott  so  fully  explains 
the  nonnds  upon  whidi  I  have  veotursd  to 
affora  him  an  option  as  to  the  line  of  his  i»- 
Urement  upon  the  Indos,  that  I  deem  it  onae* 
cessaiy  to  do  more  than  reflnr  yoa  to  the  dooo- 
ment  itself,  for  an  ezplaoation  of  my  views 
upon  the  subject.'' 

The  papers  which  were  alloded  to  b 
this  letter  were  not  befoca  the  Honse.  lb' 
2K 
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did  not  mean  to  deny  that  Lord  Ellenbo- 
rough  might  be  entitled  to  the  thanks  of 
the  House;  but,  in  his  opinion,  until 
these  papers  were  produced,  those  thanks 
could  not  fairly  be  given.  What  he  pro- 
posed therefore  was,  that  the  consideration 
of  the  vote  of  thanks*  so  far  as  Lord 
Ellenborough  was  concerned,  should  for 
the  present  be  deferred.  He  believed  that 
for  the  House  to  bestow  ill-judged  and 
indiscriminate  praise,  would  be  to  render 
the  vote  of  thanks,  to  those  who  really  de- 
served it,  perfectly  valueless.  In  England 
a  different  view,  perhaps,  might  be  taken  ; 
but  in  India,  where  the  noble  Lord's 
claims  to  the  gratitude  of  his  country 
were  appreciated,  he  believed  that  nine  out 
of  ten  would  agree  that  he  was  not  en- 
titled to  the  thanks  were  proposed. 
The  hon.  Member  concluded  by  moving, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  original  motion, 

"  Tliat  the  consideration  of  the  thanks  of  this 
House  to  the  right  hon.  Lord  Ellenborough, 
Governor-general  of  India,  be  deferred  until 
all  the  documents,  consisting  of  letters  ad- 
dressed to  Major-general  Nott,  Major-general 
Pollock,  to  Major  Outram,  and  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  Bombay ;  and  of  a  memorandum  for 
Major-general  Sir  C.  Napier,  alluded  to  in  the 
letter  of  July  8,  addressed  to  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee of  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  which 
have  been  withheld,  shall  be  laid  before  this 
House,  to  enable  the  House  to  judge  why, 
after  repealed  positi? e  orders  issued  by  Lord 
Ellenborough  to  Sir  Jasper  Nicbolls  and  Ma- 
jor-general Nott,  and  Major-general  Pollock  to 
withdraw  all  their  forces  from  Cabul  towards 
the  Company's  possessions,  those  generals  ac- 
tually adTanced  their  forces,  and  by  their  gal- 
lant conduct  and  brilliant  successes,  vindicated 
the  character  of  the  British  arms  in  the  scene 
of  their  former  disasters.'' 

Mr.  W.  JVilliams  seconded  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Bingham  Baring  thought  that  he 
should  be  able  to  satisfy  the  hon.  Member 
that  the  papers  to  which  he  alluded  had  been 
produced,  and  were  now  published  with 
the  rest  of  the  despatches.  In  page  327 
of  the  Blue  Bonk,  was  a  letter  from  the 
Governor-general  to  Major-general  Nott, 
in  which  he  authorised  him  to  advance, 
and,  not  only  so,  but  gave  him  full  in- 
structions as  to  the  conduct  which  he  was 
to  pursue  in  the  course  of  his  progress. 
He  suid — 

**  T  hnve  now  reason  to  suppose,  for  the  first 
time,  thai  you  huvr  the  means  of  moving  a  very 
lar^H   pi0(>oriioii   uf  your   aimy,   wiih  ampl'* 
cquipincnt  foi    any   service.     Nolliini^  1>  " 
cuifi'd    to     induce    me   to    change   m 


opinioD,  that  the  measure,  oomrnandtd  bf  i 
siderations  of  political  and  military  pnwi 
is  to  bring  back  the  armies  now  in  Aflkhw^ 
istan  at  the  earliest  period  at  whicii  thfv  !•• 
tirement  can  be  effected  consistently  with  fSkit 
health  and  efficiency  of  the  troopsy  into  posi- 
tions wherein  they  may  have  easy  and  cwMb 
communication  with  India;  and  to  this  eitm 
the  instructions  you  have  received  rswnin  ao- 
altered.  But  the  improved  position  of  jtmr 
army,  wiih  sufficient  means  of  carriage  for  as 
large  a  force  as  it  is  necessary  to  move  in  Aff* 
ghanistan,  induces  me  now  to  leave  to  your  op* 
tion  the  line  by  which  you  shall  withdraw  jtmr 
troops  from  that  country 

But  Lord  Ellenborough  impresnd  apoa 
the  General's  mind,  **  that  it  most  be  a 
successful  march.** 

'*  You  will  recollect  the  Govemorgeneralnid 
that  what  you  will  have  to  make  is,  a  sneoeasftil 
march  :  that  that  march  must  not  be  ddsjod 
by  any  hazardous  operations  against  UfaonMe 
or  Cabul ;  that  you  should  carefally  caleninio 
the  time  reijuired  to  enable  you  to  roacb  Jol* 
lallabad  in  the  first  week  in  October^  so  as  to 
form  the  rear-guard  of  Major-general  Pollock's 
army.  If  you  should  be  enabled  by  a  cm* 
de-main  to  get  possession  of  Ghuznee  and  Cm. 
bul,  you  will  act  as  you  see  fit,  and  leave  de- 
cisive proof  of  the  power  of  the  British  ar«y, 
without  impeaching  its  humanity." 

There  were  many  further  and  fre- 
quent directions  given ;  which  at  Iceal 
was  a  decisive  proof  of  the  prodence 
and  foresight  and  anxiety  of  the  Go- 
vernor-general. Again,  on  July  33,  m 
the  hon.  Member  would  find  at  pofo 
334,  the  very  same  permission  and  dvee* 
tions  were  given  by  the  OoTemor-geaeval 
to  General  Pollock  as  he  had  before  given 
to  General  Nott.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Montrose  said  the  difference  io  the  plane 
of  the  Governor-general  was  accounted 
for  by  orders  from  home,  and  not  froa  hii 
own  conviction  of  its  prudence  or  necet* 
sity.  He  could  assure  the  hon.  Member 
and  the  House  that  no  sach  direcfione 
or  instructions  had  ever  been  sent. 

Viscount  Ebrington  had  not  intended 
to  take  any  part  in  the  debate;  but  when 
he  heard  the  hon.  Gentleman  land  tbe  de- 
spatch which  he  had  read,  he  eonld  not 
say.  that  in  his  mind  it  contained  any  di- 
rections; it  was  permissory  merely^  and 
even  the  permission  given  was  a  shabby 
one.  The  despatch  in  his  opinion  wu  a 
shabby  despatch,  and  the  permission  gifen 
to  General  Nott  to  use  his  own  discretion 
in  respect  to  advancing  was  given  in  terns 
the  I  Ifect  of  -^  '^•'•*  would  be  to  throw  on 
that  ofliivr  ^  responsibility  of  the 
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general  from  all  participation  in  that  re- 
sponsibility. The  plan  appeared  to  have 
been  suggested  to  the  noble  Lord  by  Ge- 
neral Nott  himself,  and  to  have  been  very 
reluctantly  acquiesced  in  by  the  Governor, 
general.  In  a  letter  of  the  4th  of  July, 
written  before  the  despatch  alluded  to  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  it  would 
seem  Mr.  Maddocks  wrote  as  follows  to 
Major-general  Pollock: — 

**  It  has  given  great  satisfaction  to  the  Oo- 
vemor-sreneral  to  learo,  from  yoar  letter  of  the 
14th  ultimo,  that  you  have  sufficient  means  of 
movement  to  be  enabled  to  act  upon  tlie  sug- 
gestions contained  id  my  letter  of  the  Ist 
ultimo.  You  will  not  have  mistaken  the  ob- 
ject of  that  letter,  which  was  merely  to  suggest 
that,  as  far  as  your  means  of  movement  al- 
lowed, you  should  make  your  strength  felt  by 
the  enemy  during  the  period  of  your  necessary 
detention  in  the  valley  of  the  Cabut  river.  No 
change  has,  from  the  first,  taken  place  In  the 
Governor-general's  views  of  the  expediency  of 
withdrawing  your  army  at  the  earliest  period 
consistent  with  the  health  and  efficiency  of  the 
troops,  that  is,  as  is  now  understood|  in  the  be- 
ginning of  October." 

On  referring  to  the  letter  of  the  1st  of 
June,  which  was  alluded  to,  the  following 
passages  were  found  :— 

<<  It  would  be  desirable,  undoubtedly,  that 
before  finally  quitting  Affghanistan  you  should 
have  an  opportunit)r  of  striking  a  blow  at  the 
enemy ;  and  since  circumstances  seem  to  com- 
pel  you  to  remain  there  till  October,  the  Qo- 
venior-general  earnestly  hopes  that  you  may 
be  enabled  to  draw  the  enemy  into  a  position 
in  which  you  may  strike  such  a  blow  effectu- 
ally. You  have  already  full  powers  to  do 
everything  you  may  deem  necessary  for  the 
comfort  of  your  troops,  and  for  their  effi- 
ciency." 

The  Governor- general  it  was  true,  spoke 
of  the  "  necessary  detention  in  the  valley ;" 
but  what  did  that  mean ;  not  a  detention 
for  the  purposes  of  an  advance;  no,  it 
was  to  be  a  detention  ''  consistent  with  the 
efficiency  of  the  troops  ;**  not  at  all  eon- 
sistent  with  the  march  upon  Cabol.  Again, 
the  Governor-general  spoke  of  **  a  retire- 
ment by  Ghuznee  and  Cabul:**  tbeae 
were  the  words  of  the  Governor -general 
when  addressing  his  generals ;  yet  all  his 
friends  chose  to  speak  of  it  aa  an  advance 
upon  those  places  ?  He  was  not  desirous 
of  voting  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Mon- 
trose, l^ause  the  words  of  the  motion 
proposed  by  her  Majesty's  OovemmeDt 
were  so  strictly  limited  to  thanking  Lord 
£Uenborough  for  his  eiertiona  in  anpply- 
kig  the  army  with  waggons  mm}  wilb  bciati 


to  allow  them  to  move  forward«-^that  be 
had  no  objection  to  award  bim  thanks  aa 
a  good  commissary-general. 

Mr.  ffo99  aoppos^  that  the  boo.  Mem- 
ber for  Montrose  wouM  now  withdraw  his 
amendment-^rMr.  Ewmtx    Not  at  all.] 
Then  he  (Mr.  Hogg)  had  given  the  boo. 
Member  credit  for  more  discretion  than  ic 
appeared  he  deserved.    The  hon.  Member 
founded  bis  amendment  on  the  supposed 
omission  of  three  docnments.    Thesis  do- 
oaments  had  been  pointed  out  to  him  in 
the  book  in  bis  hands,  and  he  was  proba- 
bly at  that  moment  in  the  aot  of  perusing 
them,  yet  still  he  persisted  in  hb  amend- 
ment   After  the  courao  parsued  be  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the 
Government,  and  by  the  noble  Lord  op- 
posite, and  which  he  believed  was  in  en- 
tire accordance  with  the  practice  nsually 
adopted  on  such  occasions,  he  most  ex- 
press his  surprise  and  regret  at  the  desnl- 
tory  debate  which    bad    sprang  up,  id 
which  hon.  Members  had  quoted  bits  and 
scraps    from  varioos  orders  which  were 
only  calculated  to  mislead  when  the  dates 
and  circunMtancea  under  which  they  is- 
sued were  not   folly  considered.     The 
friends  of  Lord  BUenboroogh  conld  not 
fail  to  fsel  how  folly  he  must  be  entitled 
to  the  thanka  of  tbia  Hoose  and  of  Kis 
country,  when  ther«  was  aanifseted  \n 
hon.  Geatlenon  o|qpoaite,  aueh  a  diepoai- 
tion  to  withhold  them,  if  a  aanea  of  jnatioe 
did  not  compel  them  to  award  tbemu    He 
woold  not  institote  any  comparison  bi- 
tweea  the  orders  isaoed  by  Um  Anckkmd 
and  Lord  BUenboroogh ;  ha  believed  that 
both  noble  Lords  were  actuated  aoM  j  by  a 
sense  of  pnblie  duty ;  both  by  an  aoskms 
desire  to  advance  the  public  weal ;  an4  if, 
after  the  diaastera  whioh  had  oeoarred  in 
Afl^anistan,  Lord  AnckUnd  had  damnad 
it  right  to  withdraw  oar  troopa  from  tittt 
country,  it  redoooded  the  mote  to  hie 
honour,  oonoected  aa  he  was  with  the  po* 
licy  which  dictated  the  war,  to  eink  all 
consideratkms  of  self,  and  to  think  only  of 
the  good  of  hie  coontry.    He  wiahed  to  be 
distinctlv  nndmstood,   aa    impoting    no 
Uame  whatever  to  Lord  Aockland ;  bat  he 
stated  what  was  only  the  fact  when  he 
eaid  that,  when  Lord  EUenboroagh  raacli- 
ed  India,  there  was  no  intentfam  on  tbe 
pan  of  the  exiatiog  Government  to  ad* 
vanoa  again  into  A%haoiatan.  Hathoogbt 
that  no  nan  who  had  read  the  Biaa  Book 
ooaki  oontndmt  that  atateaaeat,  bat  if 
nacsssary^  ht  waa  pimmd  to  aahataniiaie 
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it,  by  reference  to  the  orders  up  lo  the  |  animadverted    upon.     He  admitted  that 

very  period  of  Lord  Auckland's  departure. 

He  would,  however,  refer  to  one  document 

which  was  conclusive  on  the  subject.     In 

a  letter  from  the  command^-in-chief  lo 

the  Governor-general,   bearing  date   the 

24th  January,  he  says, 

''  Reading  your  instructions  literally,  espe- 
cially those  of  the  3d  December  and  6th  January, 
I  have  not  commenced  any  preparation  for  a 
renewal  of  the  contest." 

Thus  shewing,  as  he  had  already  stated, 
that  up  to  the  arrival  of  Lord  Ellenbo- 
rough,  no  preparation  had  even  been  com- 
menced for  an  advance  to  Cabul.  lA)r(l 
Ellenborough  arrived  in  Calcutta  the  end 
of  February,  and  what  was  the  policy  in- 
dicated in  his  first  letter  to  the  Comman- 
der-in-chief, dated  15th  March.  It  was 
to  provide  for  the  safety  of  our  troops,  to 
obtain  the  release  of  the  prisoners,  and  to 
retrieve  our  military  reputation,  by  the  in- 
fliction of  some  signal  and  decisive  blow 
upon  the  AfTghans.  In  this  very  letter  he 
speaks  of  General  Pollock's  advance  to 
Cabul,  and  dwells  upon  the  advantages 
that  would  be  derived  from  the  rc-occupu- 
tion  of  that  city,  even  for  a  week.  He  in- 
sists most  strongly  on  the  necessity  of 
having  our  army  adequately  equipped, 
and  adds  that  wherever  our  operations 
may  be,  whether  beyond  or  within  the 
Indus,  our  safety  and  success  must  depend 
on  the  knowledge, 

"That  we  possess  an  army  perfect  in  its 
equipment,  possessed  of  all  the  means  of  move- 
ment, and  so  secure  in  its  communications '  prisoners.  He  wrote  on  the  very 
with  the  country  from  which  its  supplies  and  day  to  the  commander-in-chief,  detiriog 
its  reinforcements  are  drawn,  as  lo  be  aliK?  at  a  personal  interview,  that  they  mighc 
any  time,  to  act  with  vigour  and  eflect  against  arrange  us  to  future  aggrettivc  move- 
any  enemy.  menis,  and  referring  to  the  withdrawal  of 

With  regard  to  the  force  under  Gent* r:il  our  troops,  he  adds  his  hope  that  il  nay 

Nott,    he  directs,   under    date  the   I^)ih  not  be  *'  without  the  infliction  of  tome 

March,  that  it  may  be  rendered  efficient  severe    blow   upon    the   Afighao  army.** 

and  *' capable   of  executing  every  move-  Was  there,  under    these  trying  circim- 

ment  and  enterpnzo  which  can  be  required  stances,  any  want  of  energy  and  vigoor, 

from  an  army  in  the  field.**  Now  the  word  if  it  he  fit  that  these  tiualilies  becombiocd 

''movement*'  may  bo  said  to  apply  to  a  with  caution  and  discretion  ?    Much  stress 

retreat  as   well  as   an   advance ;  t)ut  the  had  been  laid  upon  the  number  of  our 

words   *'  Military  enterprizL'**   could  bear  troo[)s  in  .Allghanistan ;    why,  in  that  lay 

only    one  meaning,  and    clearly    showed  thrir    actual    weaknes!t:     without    guni, 

that  the  ttbject  of  the  iiovcrnor-L^eiieial  withou:  ammunition,  without  the  meaoa 

was  an  advance  uf  the  troops  t'ruin  I'an-  of  oarrui;;e,  and  almost  without  fooil^  in 

dahar   for  the  relief  uf  (ihu/ner.     Such  ilieir   nuiiilH*r»  roiisisted  their  weakneat. 

was  the  policy,   and   such   the  orders  of  What  are  we  (o|J  by  (lencral  Wykl  who 

Lord  Ellenl>orough  shortly  after  his  arriviil  roinmandtnl  the     I'inil   division    that    ad- 

in   Calcutta,  and  he  would   now  call  the  v.inreil  tor  the  lelief  of  JelUlabad  ?     Ha 

attention  of  the  House  to   the  orders  of  ic^K^n^  to  li  ueral  l.uml-.y.  that  to  foice 

the  19th  Apiil,  which  had  been  so  ^evrielv  the  pas%  would  require,  at  least, six  guns, 


these  orders  were  positive  and 
for  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops;  baC 
under  what  circumstaDces  were  they  ia- 
sued?  Ghuznee  had  fallen.  Geoeral 
England,  with  his  first  division,  had  failed 
in  forcing  the  Khojuk  Pass.  The  newa 
of  his  disaster  wonld  encourage  the  savage 
tribes  to  assail  his  second  division«  then 
about  to  enter  the  frightful  defiles  of  the 
Bolan  Pass  ;  thus  perilling  the  existence  of 
his  whole  army.  The  great  object  of  retain- 
ing Candahar  was  to  secure  thesaiety  of  the 
garrison  of  Ghuznee,  but  Ohuanee  had 
capitulated — it  was  gone — and,  therefofe, 
the  main  reason  for  keeping  possession  of 
Candahar  no  longer  existed.  Look  lo  the 
despatch  of  I^rd  Ellenborough  lo  the 
secret  committee  of  the  I7th  May,  and 
you  will  see  that  when  he  heard  of  Geoeml 
England's  disaster,  he  trembled  for  the 
safety  of  his  whole  army.  What  then 
were  Lord  Ellenborough*s  instructions, 
written  under  such  accumulated  disasters, 
that  reached  him  almost  simultaneonsly  ? 
lie  desires  General  Nott  to  secure  the 
safety  of  his  army  by  retiring  to  Qoetta, 
iind  eventually  to  Sukkur.  Be  it  remeoi* 
bered  that  Lord  Ellenborough  had  not 
then  heard  of  General  Pollock's  having 
effected  a  junction  with  Geoeral  Sale,  and 
what  are  the  orders  which  he  issues  to  him? 
He  did  not  tell  him  to  retire;  on  the 
contrary,  he  ordered  him  to  retain  poa- 
session  of  Jellalabad  as  likely  to  facilitate 
the  negotiations  for  the  release  of  the 
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and  some  cBvalry;  aod  tbat  bo  i>  lotallj 
deaitiute  or  both,  that  he  bai  a  company 
of  artillery,  but  no  gum ;  that  he  is  with- 
out carriage,  except  a  few  camels  lo  carry 
the  Sepoys'  baggage;  that  there  i*  do 
rommissanat  officer  to  providi 
required,  and  not  even  a  responsible 
European ;  and  will  the  Honse  believe 
that  the  British  army,  assembled  to 
relieve  that  gallant  band  under  Gene- 
ral Sale,  were  compelled  to  borrow  two 
guns  from  the  government  of  the  Sikhs. 
Can  it  be  wondered,  then,  that  Oeneml 
Wyld  failed  in  his  object,  and  was  com- 
pelled to  abandon  the  iinporteDt  fortress 
of  All  Muijid  ?  The  first  object  of  Lord 
Ellenborough  on  assuming  the  Govern- 
ment, was  to  put  the  army  in  an  efficient 
stale  of  equipment,  and  fit  for  any  service 
on  which  they  might  be  ordered — lorelresl 
if  necessary, — to  advance,  if  practicable. 
"  Commissary  General"  as  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  (Lord  Ebricgton]  had  called 
him  !  He  had  the  honour  of  knowing 
Lord  £)len  bo  rough  wet),  and  if  his  noble 
Friend  were  present,  he  felt  convinced 
that  he  woold  thank  the  noble  Lord  for 
the  title,  although  sneeringly  applied. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  dwelt  most 
eloquently  on  the  kindness  end  humanity 
of  General  Pollock,  in  visiting  the  tick 
and  attending  the  hospitals;  and  ihe 
House  had  responded  to  his  feeling.  Ha 
supposed  that,  upon  similar  grounds,  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Ebrington)  would  stig- 
matize General  Pollock  as  an  apothecary, 
as  a  waiter  on  hospitals.  No  man  could 
peruse  the  despatches  on  the  Table,  with- 
out being  struck  by  the  anxiety  evinced 
by  Lord  Ellenborough  to  provide  for  the 
army  everything  that  could  add  to  their 
comforts  or  diminish  the  hardships  they 
must  necessarily  undergo.  Lord  Ellen- 
borough having  used  every  pouible  exer- 
tion lo  equip  his  armies,  at  length  b^^n 
to  Me  bis  way  to  success.  He  saw  that 
in  September,  or  October  at  furthest,  the 
armies  under  General  Pollock  and  Gene- 
ral Nott,  would  be  supplied  with  tbe 
means  of  carriage,  and  every  other  necet- 
sary;  and  on  the  4th  of  August  he  iuued 
that  order  to  General  Nott,  which  the 
same  noble  Lord  opposite  has  been  pleased 
to  designate  as  shabby ;  and  be  could  not 
help  remarking,  throughout  this  diacaw 
sion,  that  discretion  was  a  virtue  btit  lit- 
tle practised  or  estimated  by  bon.Oeutle- 
inen  opposite.  What  don  Lord  Ellen- 
borough do  >    With  all  Um  reapomibilitj 
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of  the  great  empire  of  India  weighing 
upon  his  mind,  and  the  safety  of  the  arm  j 
depending  upon  him,  be  did  not,  as  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  perhaps,  would  have 
done,  constitute  himself  the  sole  judge  of 
an  imponant  military  operation,  but  left 
the  decision  to  tbe  only  man  who  was 
competent  to  form  an  opinion.  If  he 
were  asked  to  put  his  hand  upon  that 
paper  in  the  whole  of  the  desp&tcbet, 
which  redounded  most  to  tbe  honour  and 
good  sense  of  Lord  Ellenbomugh,  this  was 
the  very  paper  to  which  he  should  point  I 
[Sir  R,  Peel  said  something]  and  he  had 
tbe  authority  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to 
slate  that  this  was  the  opinion  entertained 
by  tbe  highest  authority  in  the  country— 
by  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Montrose  had  asked  why  Ge- 
neral Notl  had  not  retreated  on  Quetia 
and  Sukknr,  in  obedience  lo  the  orders  of 
Urd  Ellenborough, dated  May  1 1th,  1843. 
The  reply  was,  that  he  had  do  means  of 
carriage,  and  was  unable  to  move.  Untfl 
he  was  joined  by  General  England,  he  wat 
not  only  without  carriE^ibot  was  without 
ammunition,  medicines,  stores,  and  all 
that  could  render  an  army  effectire,  or 
enable  thtm  to  accomplish  with  safety  anj 
movement.  General  Pollock  had  in  like 
manner  declared,  that  he  most  of  necetsrty 
remain  at  Jellalabad,  and  was  unable  eitbn 
to  advance  or  retreat,  for  want  of  the 
means  of  conveyance.  But  to  retora  to 
the  order  of  tbe  4th  of  Aagnst.  Lord 
Ellenborough  eaya, 

"  I  have  now,  thoefore,  reason  to  suppos^ 
for  tbe  first  time,  that  jou  have  the  maaus  of 
moving  ■  very  large  praportioa  of  vonr  annj, 
with  ample  equipment  tot  sny  servKe." 

He  says  thai  nothing  had  occamd  to 
induce  him  to  change  his  opinion  a»  to 
iha  expediency  of  bringing  back  tbe  anniea 
at  the  eariiest  period,  lo  positions  when 
they  would  han  cMy  and  certain  coo- 
municationa  with  India,  and  then  adds — 


'  carriage  n>r  as  larg« 
)  as  it  is  necesMiy  to  move  in  A<lt[faa»* 
iiuD,  indneas  mt  now  to  leave  tn  your  opdon 
tha  line  bj  which  you  shall  withdraw  yoor 
troops  from  that  conntry." 

He  points  oat  to  him  fbrcihly  ud 
aliongjy  the  diScnltiea  and  daDgnn  bs 
will  have  U>  enconnler,  and  tella  him, 

"  That  tbe  lOM  of  apotber  ar^,  fnm  lAat- 
!.  iBi|titBtisc,ai^t  M&^'tomr 
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And  he  (Mr.  Hogg)  woold  ask,  where  it  most  derive  it  from  loine  comfpoodeat  m 

the   Dian  conversant  with   that  couolry,  India,  as  much  that  he  had  slated  wm  0«C 

who  would  venture  to  express  a  different  to  be  found  in  the  papers  laid  apon  iIm 

opinion  ?     He  then  dwells  on  the  advan-  Table  of  the  House;   and  he  noaC  lay, 

tages   to  be  derived   from    a  successful  that  the  hon.  Gentlemao's  credality  mudk 

march  through  Ghuznee  and  Cabu),  over  exceeded  his  discretion,  as  he  aaamtd  lo 

the  scenes  of  our  late  disasters,  and  points  believe  every  idle  report  that  was  iMiC  lo 

out  the  effects  it  would  produce  him.    The  hon.  Member  had  statedp  thlt 

••  Upon  the  minds  of  our  soldien,  of  our  J,*^^  Income- tax  might  have  had  Mneb- 

allies,  of  our  enemies  in  Asia,  and  of  our  coun-  Huence  on  the  advance  of  the  amy.    Thia 

trymen,  and  of  alt  foreign  nations  ID  Europe."  singular    admixture    of  the    looooie^Us 

u    -»-f«-  ♦!,«»  fr.  k;r«o«ip  u  «,«..u  h^  with  the  affairs  of  India,  waa  not,  bowevar. 

He  stales  that  to  h  mself  it  would  be  ^^^  ^^^  repeatedly  dwelt  apoa 

an  object  of  just  ambu.on  ;  and  hav.ng  ^     .^  ^^^   p^.^^^  the  Membir  for  OiiSd! 

hus  strikmgly  pomted  out  the  advant^^^^^^  ford;  and  he  (Mr.  Hogg)  had  thai  day 

to  be  denved  by  an  advance  by  Cabul,  ^^  ^  ««;;  theaamemilZ 

and  suggested  the  necessity  of  due  cau-  ..    •     *k     i    *  u        §  -  jul 

I  ^^1  II  .    »i     J  .    ^-     «•        r  ject  in  the  last  number  of  a  qaarl«ffly 

tion,  he  leaves  all  to  the  determination  of  "!  „li-  ^.-  *:  u     i  •    ^  •-.  lI:      i i 

^    *     ,  X)  .4      u      t      .:  .    .  publication,  which  claimed  to  bftve  beaa 

Genera    Noit.  who,      agam  repeat.  wa«  ^        ^„^^i'  „,hered   inio  th«  world.  j« 

the  only  ma.,  competei.t  to  decdc-and  ^^^^  ^,,^,  '^^  ,^i^,^  ^^  ^^  ^^ 

desires  him  in  his  progress,  if  he  should  _•  .  *    __,j  ^^       •  u      _  ... 

,  r    b       >  might   produce   some  influence  on   ikit 

^°^^"^®'  debate.      When    he   first    took   ap   the 
<«  To  leave  decisive  proofs  of  tlio  power  of    publication,   he  did   io  with  aomc   liltb 

the  British  array,  without  impeaching  its  hu-  apprehension,  thinking  that  he  might  be 

'"^"'^^  enabled  to  distinguish  the  aaase  aftiitar 

Lord    Ellenborough   at  the  same  time  mind  which  had  so  admirably  deseribid 

writes  to  the  Governor  of  Bombay,  to  Sir  the  achievements  of  a  Clive,  and  of  ft 

Charles  Napier,  and  to  Major  Outram,  Hastings,  but  he  had  not  paroaed  long 

adopting  every  precaution,  and  suggesting  before  he  found  that  the  hand  that  now 

every  means  that  could  add  to  the  ef-  guided  the  pen  was  powerlaaa,  and  thi 

Hciency  of  the  troops,  or  secure  the  success  attack  weak  and  innocuous.     Some  efbfft 

of    tho   proposed    movement.     No   man  was  made  to  prove  that  the  right  hon* 

could  have  made  greater  efforts  to  render  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Oovemnsent 

our  army  efficient;    no   man  could  have  was  not  aware,  that  the  eipeuaea  of  ike 

shown  a  more  anxious  desire  to  retrieve  the  expedition  to  China  were  to  be  paid  fioaa 

national  honour,  combined  with  a  due  care  the  finances  of  this  country.    Bnt  the  bee. 

for  the  safety  of  our  troops  ;  and  through-  Member  said, 

out  Lord  Ellenborough  had  exhibited  a       "The  right  hon.  Bamnet  makes  ■  speech 

zeal  and  devotion  for  the  public  service,  about  the  Income-tax  and  shortly  afterwaida 

which  he  (Mr.  Hogg)  was  astonished  to  certain  orders  are  sent  out  to  India." 

sec,  was  not  duly  estimated.     He  found  [Mr.  Hmme  '*  Hear,  hear."]    HeeTi 

the  army  so  entirely  destitute  of  carriage,  said  the  hon.  Gentleman,  nAer  he 

that  lie  might  almost  have  despaired  of  been  already  told  by  the  hon.  Geotk 

supplying   the    deficiency.      He  applied  the   iSecretary  to  the  Board  of  Goatfol« 

himself,   however,    sedulously   and   vigo-  that  no  such  orders  had  ever  been  iianed. 

rously  to  the  task  ;  he  appointed  an  ef-  He  remembered  having  seen  it  stated  ia  e 

ficicnt  nfliccr  to  the  head  of  the  Commis-  public  journal,  which  professed  lobe  wait 

aariat.  He  wrote  to  Mr. Clerk,  to  exert  him-  informed,  that  the  orders  for  the  troope  lo 

self  in  the  Punjaub,  and  ordered  the  assist,  advance  had  been  despatched  from  ihie 

ancc  of  every  authority  civil  and  military,  country  on  the  1st  of  June;  but  tbeidele 

for  the  supply  of  camels  at  any  cost,  and  did  not  tally  with  the  statement  of  Ibe 

if  camels  could  not  lie  procured,  directed  hon.  Member  for  Montroee.     Now  iheie 

that  bullocks  and  ponies  should  be  pur-  was  some  chance  of  a  reasonable  coieei* 

chased   without   reference   to  expense —  dence  of  dates  respecting  thinga  which 

and  within  ten  weeks  he  succeeded  in  coU  had   actually  occurred  $    but  when  a 

lecting  for  the  army  nearly  17,000  camels,  spoke  of  things  which  had  no  exisle 

and  other  beasts  of  burthen.     He  knew  ,  but  in  their  own  imaginatKNis,  each  gave 


not  where  the  hon.  Member  fur  Montro9C 


his  own  date  and  circomstancea— -ool  weal 


got  all  his  information.     He  supposed  he   the  order  from  home  on  ihe  IstofJoMi  ll 
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had  been  confidently  and  pompously  an- 
nounced — but  that  would  not  tally  with 
Lord  £llenborough*8  order  to  advance  on 
the  4th  of  August, therefore, that  position  is 
no  longer  tenable,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman 
prudently  retreats  to  the  1st  of  March. 
[Here  some  hon.  Member  spoke  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman.]  He  begged  pardon,  the  1st. 
of  April.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had  ap« 
propriately  and  judiciously  selected  the 
1st.  of  April  as  the  date  for  his  imaginary 
order.  He  had  hoped  that  after  the  reply 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for 
Lauocestoo,  to  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Member  for  Gateshead» 
no  further  obseryations  would  have  been 
made  as  to  the  excesses  of  the  troops, 
either  English  or  native.  He  wbhed  that 
hon.  Members  when  making  such  state- 
ments, had  distinguished  the  information 
derived  from  the  papers  before  the  House, 
from  that  which  had  been  obtained  from 
the  Bombay  Titnet,  or  Agra  Akbar^  or 
other  sources  peculiar  to  themselves. 
Lord  Ellenborough,  General  Pollock,  and 
General  Nott,  bad  all  enjoined  the  strictest 
observance  of  humanity  and  forbearance, 
and  there  was  nothing  in  the  despatches 
before  the  House  to  justify  the  imputation 
on  the  troops,  of  having  departed  from 
these  orders.  He  would  call  the  attentioii 
of  the  House  to  the  expedition  of  General 
M'Gaskill  to  Chareeka,  and  his  attack 
upon  Istalif,  which  had  been  animad* 
verted  upon  by  the  hon.  Members  fqr 
Gateshead  and  Montrose.  He  beggswl 
the  House  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  iosur- 
section  broke  out  in  Kohistan  the  very 
day  that  Bumes  was  murdered,  and  that 
it  was  at  Chareeka  where  the  Ohoorka 
regiment  was  treacherously  attacked  and 
destroyed,  only  two  of  its  officers  escap* 
iog.  Istalif  consisted  of  a  mass  of  small 
fortresses,  and  might  be  r^;arded  as  a 
nest  of  land  pirates,  and  was  the  place  to 
which  Amunoollah  Khan,  and  the  chiefs 
who  had  taken  the  most  active  part  in  the 
massacre  of  our  troops,  had  retired.  And 
what  were  the  reasons  assigned  by  General 
Pollock  for  this  expedition?  He  says 
that  having  received  informatkm  that 
Amunoollah  had  collected  his  forcee  at 
Istalif,  he  thought  it  right  to  audM  an 
example  of  one  of  the  most  notorious  en«« 
mies  of  the  Britbh  power.  That  by 
appearing  in  force  in  Kohistan,  he  hoped 
to  obtain  the  release  of  the  native  prU 
soners,  in  which  he  siicoeaded--Huid  tnat 
noiess  this  fiorce  was  dispaiwdy  tkej  ifooU 


hang  on  his  rear  and  harass  him  when 
retiring.  Surely  there  was  no  use  in 
puling  about  the  horrors  inseparable  from  « 
war,  and  which  could  not  fail  to  take 
place  in  storming  the  stronghold  of  the 
enemy.  He,  as  much  as  any  man,  re- 
gretted these  horrors,  but  he  knew  they 
were  necessarily  attendant  on  a  state  of 
war,  and  he  denied  that  the  docnmente 
before  the  House,  afibrded  any  grounds  of 
accusing  the  troops  of  excesses  or  inhu- 
manity. Unfounded  mmonrs  had  bean 
circulated,  that  numbers  of  women  and 
children  had  been  killed  at  IsUlif,  bat 
what  said  General  M'OaskUl,-- 

**  The  enemy  were  driven  firom  their  strong 
forts  and  pursued  with  a  rapidity  whiob  left  no 
time  to  rally,  and  a  singular  spectacle  was 
than  presented  in  the  escape  op  the  mountain 
side  of  the  women  and  children  from  the  place, 
to  which  no  interruption  was  offered ;" 

Not  the  slightest  insult  was  offered  to 
the  women,  and  thev  were  all  allowed  to 
retire  unharmed.  And  he  dwells  on  tho 
exemplary  humanity  displayed  by  the 
troops  towardathe  familieaof  the  deceased. 
Now,  this  despatch  fortunately  arrived 
about  forty-eight  hours  before  the  pubit** 
cation  of  the  papera  on  the  TaUe,  and  it 
shewed  how  completely  unfounded  tho 
statements  were,  which  had  been  so  in- 
dustriously eiroulated.  He  thought  thai 
the  conduct  of  the  troops  reflected  tho 
greatest  honour  upon  themselvea  and  upon 
their  offioera.  When  we  considered  bow 
much  they  must  have  been  excited  and 
exasperat«j  by  recent  cYtots,  and  when 
met  at  every  turn  by  the  mangled  lemaiM 
of  their  former  companions  in  araM*  Ho 
waa  not  a  militarv  man,  but  be  bad  aU 
ways  understood  tbat.it  waa  both  juatifia- 
Ue  and  cuatoasnry  to  deatioy  tho  forte  and 
stroogbolda  when  withdrawing  from  an 
enemj*a  oountrv,  and  ho  believod  that  not 
a  building  had  been  destroyed  that  waa 
not  the  fortified  reaUence  of  eome  chief 
who  bad  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the 
messaem  of  our  troope.  He  ought,  per* 
hapa,  to  except  the  Baxaar  at  Cabul ;  and 
if  he  could  veotura  to  form  an  opinion, 
ho  would  rather  have  heard  that  tho 
Bala  Hiesar  had  been  daatroyed,  and  tho 
Bunar  eparad.  But  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  it  wua  here  where  the  reouioa  of  our 
late  envoy  wort  oxpoeed  to  pubUe  iuault, 
and  that  it  woe  dceased  oeceasaty  to  im* 
pteaa  upon  the  AflMiana  that  mk  otfo* 
cfoutoondoet  eould  uoibe  perpittodto 
fdth  «iruMt|»  Tho  bum  Mmim 
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or  Gateshead  seemed  to  intimate  that 
General  Pollock  had  been  guilty  of  some- 
*      thing  like  desecration  in  destroying  what 
was  called  a  mosque  at  Cabul.    The  word 
"  mosque,"  it  was  true^  seemed  to  imply 
something  sacred ;  but  in  point  of  fact, 
the  building  as  he  understood  it,  had  no- 
thing sacred  about  it.    It  was  built  as  a 
kind  of  trophy  to  commemorate  the  events 
of  the  past  year ;  was  fitted  up  and  nearly 
filled  with  the  plunder  of  our  army,  and 
was  designated  the  Feringhee  or  christian 
mosque.    To  be  sure,   General  Pollock 
did  destroy  it;  and   he  would  ask  any 
hon.  Member  whether  he  would  have  been 
justified  in  leaving  such  a  trophy  existing. 
Allusion  had  been  made  to  the  hesitation 
shown  by  some  of  the  native  regiments, 
to  advance  into  Affghanistan ;  but  he  felt 
assured  that  the  gallantry  and  discipline 
afterwards  evinced   by   these   regiments, 
rendered    any   explanation   unnecessary. 
Never  was  there  an  occasion  when  the 
gallantry,  endurance,  and  fidelity  of  our 
native  troops  had  been  more  severely  tried 
or  more  conspicuously  displayed.  Hitherto 
our  Indian  sepoys  had  marched  against 
the  enemy,  animated  and  sustained  by  the 
consciousness  that  when  led  by  British 
officers,  they  must  ever  prove  invincible, 
no  matter  by  what  numbers  they  might  be 
opposed.    But  here,  they  were  summoned 
to  action  after  a  disaster  tliat  could  hardly 
fail  to  shake   their  confidence  in  them- 
selves, and  even  in  our  military  power. 
They  were  called  upon  to  advance  into  a 
country  that  had  proved  tlie  grave  of  the 
thousands  that  preceded  them,  and  where 
the   defiles   through   which   they   passed 
were  strewed  with  the  mutilated  remains 
of  their  countrymen.     Fearlessly  they  en- 
countered the  rigours  of  a  climate  to  which 
their  frames  were  unsuited,  and  the  hor- 
rors of  which  were  frightfully  presented 
to  their  view,  by  the  wretched  stragglers 
who  reached  their  camp,  having  escaped 
the  murderous  knives  of  the  treacherous 
foe.     Let  it  be  remembered  too,  that  the 
sepoy  is  influenced  solely  by  a  rigid  sense 
of  duty,  and  of  honour,  lie  is  not  buoyed 
up  and  stimulated  by  those  high  thoughts 
and  stirring;  aspirations  which  animate  the 
British  soldier,  when  marching  to  battle, 
burning  to  sustain  the  glory  and  advance 
the  interests  of  the  country  that  gave  him 
birth.     The  sepoy   advances,  stimulated 
by  no  feelings  of  ambition  ;  influenced  by 
no    hope    of    personal    aggrandisement, 
roused  by  no  coasciousness  that  on  the 


coming  conflict  depends  the  safety  of  ha 
family  and  the  glory  of  bis  coootrj.  Still 
he  advances,  steady  and  dauntleM»  iiich- 
ful  to  the  dictates  of  honour  and  daty;  or, 
in  his  own  expressive  language,  ever 
«  true  to  the  salt  he  ate."  With  wmdk 
troops,  and  with  such  officers,  as  had  tbat 
night  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
House,  they  had  little  to  fear  for  the  ita- 
bility  of  their  mighty  empire  in  India. 

Viscount  Ebrington  explained,  that  he 
had  not  intended  to  disparage  the  aeryieaa 
of  Lord  Ellenborough  in  providiDg  the 
army  with  those  things  tbat  were  necoa* 
sary  for  its  wants.  On  tbat  ground  he 
thought  the  noble  Lord  deserved  the 
thanks  of  the  House.  Indeed,  be  covid 
scarcely  quarrel  with  the  hon.  GeDtlenmn 
opposite,  for  having  praised  Lord  Ellca 
borough  as  an  excellent  commissaij-ge- 
neral. 

Mr.  Mangles  said,  that  after  the  elo- 
quent and  touching  addresses  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  and  that  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
London,  he  had  congratulated  himself  oo 
being  spared  the  necessity  of  saying  a  word 
on  the  present  occasion,  and  it  was  only 
what  had  occurred  within  the  last  few 
minutes  that  had  induced  him  to  deput 
from  the  resolution  that  he  had  fbrnied. 
But  he  could  not  sit  silent  to  bear  the 
hon.  Member  for  Beverley  taunt  that  side 
of  tlie  House  with  having  their  assent  to 
the  vote  of  thanks  wrung  from  them,  un- 
willingly, by  a  mere  sense  of  justice.  He 
knew  and  felt,  that  it  was  ungracious  to  aaj 
a  word  in  opposition  to  the  present 
tion,  and  only  a  sense  of  duty  induced 
to  rise  and  make  the  few  observations  with 
which  he  should  trouble  the  House.  He 
was  sure  that  on  both  sides  there  were 
the  same  feelings  of  admiration  and  grati- 
tude at  the  exploits  of  the  troops,  tod 
that  there  was  the  seme  desire  to  gite 
expression  to  that  feeling  which  was  em- 
bodied in  the  resolution  which  bad  been 
submitted  to  the  House.  Being  taunted 
however,  as  he  and  those  who  sat  near  hin 
had  been  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down,  he  would  not  be  deterred 
from  saying  what  be  felt  with  respect  to 
Lord  Ellen  borough's  conduct.  He  said 
the  necessity  of  thus  guarding  himself 
the  more,  as  he  was  convinced  that  when 
Lord  Kllenborough's  other  merits  were 
brought  into  question,  that  the  vote  of 
that  evening  would  be  appealed  to,  and 
an  attempt  would  be  made  to  throw  thai 
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ever  him  aa  ft  protection  and  shield  and  it 
would  be  said,  "  How  can  you  think  or 
calling  that  inan'i  conduct  to  account  who 
ha«  so  lately  received  the  thanks  of  ihc 
House  of  CommonB"?  He,  however, 
would  not  be  deterred  by  any  Buch  argu- 
ment from  expressing;  frankly,  nhen  the 
proper  occasion  came,  what  he  thought 
as  to  the  conduct  of  Lord  Ellenborougb. 
He  admitted  that  he  thouglM  that  Lord 
Ellenboroogh  was  entitled  to  thnnkfi  for 
the  services  that  he  bad  rendered  in  get- 
ting the  supplies  together  for  the  army  ; 
but  he  should  state  why  he  thought  the 
mai^in  of  the  noble  Lord's  merit  very 
small,  and  why  be  considered  that  the 
national  honour  had  been  in  much  hazard 
in  his  hands.  The  fact  was,  that  be- 
tween the  15lh  of  March,  when  there 
was  written  (hat  spirited  order  which 
had  been  so  often  referred  to  as  the 
letter  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and 
the  4th  of  July,  the  whole  tenour  of  the 
orden  issued  by  the  Governor-geiieral 
were  for  retreat,  and  immediate  retreat, 
and  the  only  qualification  which  was  to 
be  found  in  them  was  as  to  the  means  of 
retreat.  He  would  not  stop  to  inquire 
why  Lord  Ellenborougb  showed  a  dimi- 
nished energy  immediately  be  left  the 
council  at  Calcutta ;  it  might  be  as  it  had 
been  stated  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Beverly  that  afier  his  departure  from  that 
place  the  noble  Lord  received  intelligence 
of  fresh  disasters.  At  any  rate,  however, 
from  the  15th  of  March  to  the  4th  of 
July,  there  was  a  great  falliog-off  in  the 
spirit  of  the  despatches  and  an  increasing 
manifestation  of  a  disposition  to  retreat. 
Let  him  ask  the  House  what  waa  the 
sitoation  in  which  they  would  bava  been 
placed  if  these  orders  bad  been  acted  on, 
and  if  Lord  Ellenborougb  had  met  with  ge- 
nerals more  disposed  to  obey  such  orders. 
To  use  a  common,  but  expressive  phrase — 
no  thanks  to  Lord  Ellenboroogh  that  they 
did  not  retreat.  If  his  orders,  hi*  argent 
and  repeated  orders,  had  been  carried  into 
effect,  (and  it  was  mere  accident  that  they 
had  not  been  carried  into  effect],  instead 
of  oui  now  rejoicing  over  the  lacceiKs  of 
our  troops  in  the  field,  and  in  the  pass 
and  in  the  destruction  of  tha  Bala  His 
and  of  the  so  called  impregnable  fortress 
of  Ohnzuee,  we  should  have  been  mourn- 
ing over  a  humiliating  retreat,  and 
national  honour,  and  ^fi  character  of 
troops  nnvindicated.  But  let  the  House 
Me  what  General  Nott  thoi^t  would  have 
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been  the  effect  if  he  had  been  able  to 
carry  into  execution  the  Governor-gene- 
ral's peremptory  orders  to  retreat,  in  - 
page  245  of  the  Blue  Book,  that  gallant 
officer  makei  use  of  this  striking  laa- 
gnage:— 

"If  Oovennnent  intend  to  recover  oven 
tempoTaiiljr  and  for  the  aavniB  of  our  national 
honoDT  ihaii  lost  position  in  uis  coantrr,  oven 
if  doubtful  of  Ibe  polie;  thai  it  may  be  deemed 
expedient  to  punue,  I  earnestly  hope,  that 
before  any  immediate  retrosrade  step  u  made 
in  either  direction,  our  whole  position  in  Aff- 
ghaniitau  will  be  attentively  viewed,  and  that 
the  effect  which  a  hasty  retiremeni  wonld  cer- 
tainly and  instantly  nave  on  die  nM*  of 
Beloo^stan,  and  even  on  the  navigUion  of 
the  Indus,  will  ba  taken  into  oounderatian." 

Recollect,  that  the  Honae  waa  not  then 
called  upon  to  thank  Lord  Auckland,  or 
to  consider  his  policy ;  but  Ibis  be  vodU 
say,  that  if  Lord  Auckland  waa  not  ja»> 
tified  in  his  intention  to  evacuate  Affghan- 
istan.  Lord  Ellenboroagh's  proceadinga  to 
that  end  was  much  tnore' impolitic.  G*< 
neral  Nott  proceeded  to  say : — 


military  strenith  among  iha  pe^le  of  this 
countiy,  thon^  waakaned  by  the  occnrreneea 
at  Cabal,  is  not  destroyed  ;  hnt  if  we  now  n- 
tire,  and  it  should  again  become  necessary  to 
advance,  wa  shall  labour  under  many  disad- 
vantages ;  the  must  serious  of  which,  in  » 
opinion,  will  be  a  distrust  of  their  straDgth 
among  our  aoldiars,  which  any  admission  of 
weakness  is  so  wall  calculated  to  induce ;  and 
in  what  other  Uriit  could  a  withdrawal  frnn 
Jellalabad  and  Candabar  ba  viewed  T 

This  was  the  ofHUion  of  General  NoU* 
who  waa  at  aoj  ni«  aeompatant  autboritj 
ae  to  what  efict «  retreat  woaU  podaw, 
aitd  from  the  15th  of  Haicb  to  Ibe  4lh  of 
Jnlj  hereoehred  constant  oidan  to  retreat, 
which  were  not  obeyad,  only  beeaoae  dio 
army  did  not  poseoas  ^e  neana  of  car- 
riage. '  Bat  even  after  Qaneral  Nott  h$d 
received  his  Mpjdiei,  Lord  I" 
aaid  that  hie  cpoioa  as  to  ll 
of  retitat  waa  not  altaied,  tbenAm  Iw 
(Mr.  Hangka)  tboocht  that  Iha  gminda 
for  giving  that  nobw  Lord  tha  tlwnka  «r 
Pamanont  wen  broagfat  within  the  nar- 
toweat  pomble  gronnda.  Hie  other  reaaoa 
which  iiidnced  him  to  adopt  thia  opinioa 
waa  Iho  node  in  which  Lord  EUeaboroagh 
dadaied  the  tanns  on  which  ha  wni  p«^ 
pared  to  treat  with  tha  A^faana.  If  iha 
A^^  ehialii  bad  beau  wiaa  enongb  to 
bava  known  tha  lawnrcea  and  rtrangth  at 
«ir  ai^in  ia  ladii^  nd  luKl,thiwfcH^ 
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assented  to  the  terms  proposed  to  them, 
we  should  hare  abandoned  that  country 
without  the  rindication  of  our  honour. 
In  the  first  place,  therefore,  he  entertained 
the  view  which  he  had  expressed  with 
respect  to  this  motion,  because  the  glorious 
issue  of  the  campaign  has  resulted  solely 
from  the  happy  accident  that  the  generals 
were  not  tn  a  situation  to  obey  the  orders 
of  the  Governor-general  to  retreat,  and  in 
the  second  place,  from  another  happy  cir- 
cumstance equally  beyond  the  control  of 
the  Governor- general,  that  the  AfFghans 
would  not  listen  to  the  terms  that  were 
proposed  to  them.  These  two  accidents 
were  the  only  things  that  prevented  a 
hasty  and  dishonourable  retreat.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Beverley  was  very  severe  on 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Ply- 
mouth, for  terming  the  order  of  July  a 
shabby  order.  He  (Mr.  Mangles)  would 
say  that  it  was  a  tardy,  reluctant,  and 
ungenerous  document,  and  was,  in  point 
of  fact,  no  order  at  all,  but  only  a  licence 
to  that  gallant  officer  to  advance  on  his 
own  responsibility.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Beverly  had  constantly  termed  it  an 
order,  but  it  had  not  the  semblance  of 
an  order  in  any  part  of  it.  As  to  what 
the  hon*  Gentleman  said  with  respect  to 
the  heavy  responsibility  of  the  Governor- 
general,  and  of  his  knowing  well  the 
hazard  and  danger  that  would  attend 
another  reverse  in  that  country ;  it  was 
evident  that  the  greater  the  hazard  and 
the  consequent  responsibility,  the  more 
wrong  it  was,  that  the  Governor-general 
should  have  thrown  that  responsibility  on 
General  Nott,  to  whom  it  did  not  belong  P 
He  shifted  the  responsibility  from  his  own 
shoulders,  where  it  ought  to  have  rested, 
upon  those  of  General  Nott,  to  whom  it 
in  no  way  belonged.  Lord  EUenborongh 
said — 

^  I  give  vou  leave  to  advance,  if  you  see  no 
objection ;'' 

whereas,  he  ought  to  have  said : 

*^  You  must  adfance,  uuless  you  see  a  de- 
cided objection.'* 

All  this  convinced  him  that  the  noble 
Lord  had  the  smallest  possible  claim  to 
the  thanks  of  the  House.  Before  he  sat 
down,  there  was  one  circumstance  to 
which  he  would  refer,  because  it  had  not 
been  noticed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  his  eloquent  and  happy  opening  speech, 
wherein  he  was  aure  hon.  Gentlemen 
would  admit  that  General  Nott  wu  en* 


titled  to  very  great  credit  and 
When  General  Nott  received  the  order  Co 
advance  a  portion  of  his  troops,  to  tako  • 
certain  portion  with  him,  and  to  wtmd  % 
portion  back  under  Greneral  Enghmd,  ha 
wrote  a  despatch  (printed.  No.  419)  it 
which  he  said,  he  having,  be  it 
bered,  only  two  of  her  Majesty's 
with  him  :•-* 

*^  I  certainly  could  have  wished  to  baet 
taken  her  Majesty's  41st  regiment  with  ■«, 
knowing  the  great  consequence  of  the  ad^ 
turous  march  before  me.  But,  when  I 
to  Sinde,  and  to  the  want  of  confideooa  in 
brave  troops,  shown  by  certain  officers,  li 
give  up  that  wish,  however  desirable,  to 
the  safety  of  the  difision  whidi  I  an  not  lo 
accompany.  I  can  see  no  difficulty  or  daogar 
to  the  division  which  will  retire  to  Snkkvr; 
and  their  numbers  will  be  augflMnted  atestiy 
post  on  their  route.  What  the  diviBion»  i^ 
tiring  via  Ghuznee  and  Jellalatiady  may  have 
to  encounter,  remains  to  be  seen ;  Imt  I  trasft 
our  exertions  will  overcome  all  difficultiai^aiid 
that  your  lordship  will  not  be  disappointed.'* 

Now  he  (Mr.  Mangles)  knowing  ««■ 
the  extreme  importance  justly  attached  w 
India  to  having  a  certain  proportion  of 
her  Majesty's  troops  in  every  army,  did 
think  that  going  on  such  an  expedition,  Iho 
conduct  of  the  gallant  general  in  giting  n 
half  of  all  his  European  force  to  the  colnain 
which  was  returning,  was  desenrinf  of  tho 
highest  meed  of  honour. 

Colonel  T.  Wood  said,  that  it  appeared 
to  him  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  deacribod 
the  Governor-general  as  having  exhibilod 
an  hiatus  of  spirit  between  the  15th  of 
March  and  the  4th  of  July,  had  hinaelf 
manifested  an  hiatus  of  obaervation  and 
candour,  in  not  taking  into  his  conaideffn* 
tion  at  the  same  time  the  circnnsfUnean 
in  which  matters  in  India  ware  at  thn 
period  whan,  on  the  19th  of  April,  Iho 
Governor-general  wrote  to  General  Nott. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  talked  of  the  ooUo 
Lord's  having  sought  to  shift  the  raaponai- 
bility  from  himself  upon  General  Notts 
but  let  him  read  the  despatch  of  the  4lh 
of  July,  and  see  whether  he  was  auliio- 
rized  in  such  a  suggestion.  Writing  aa 
he  was  to  General  Nott,  at  a  distaooa  of 
1,300  miles,  under  constantly  varying 
circumstances,  the  noble  Lord  would  not 
have  done  his  duty  had  he  not  left  mndi 
to  the  discretion  of  General  Nott*  Loid 
Ellenborough,  at  the  close  of  his  despaldi 
to  General  Nott,  dated  10th  July,  die* 
tinctly  said  :— 

**  %Yith  these  caulionsi  I  must  igain  Isiva 
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ttM  IJoe  of  jour  TetirefDvnt  to  your  omi  deei- 
Sion,  to  bs  founded  upon  your  koowladg*  of 
circunuiBDcei,  at  tha  period  wh«D  your  nuich 
would  MoimaDce;  udlcanonlytgtin  uture 
you,  that  the  most  faTourable  ooDatmction 
will  be  |)Ql  upon  your  condaci," 

Such  wai  the  apirit  and  (uob  ttw  in* 
aiTuctiooa  which  had  okIImI  forth  tb« 
nobia  Bctioni  which  bail  refleclwl  siwh 
honour  upon—  ho  would  oot  aa^i  iha  In- 
dian army — but  tha  Sritiah  annj,  for  th* 
aervicea  which  had  beaa  rendered  bj  the 
officera  and  man  of  tbia  army  were  aoeh 
aa  would  reflect  honour  upoo  any  amy  in 
the  world ;  and  the  name  of  EHcnborongh 
would  ever  be  conaeoted  with  theae  glo- 
rious  tranaactioni. 

GapUin  Benal  had  hoped  thlt  motion 
wouhi  have  been  agreed  toansBimotuly; 
and  he,  therefore,  much  regretted  that 
(he  hon.  Member  for  Hontroae  should 
have  thrown  the  apple  of  diacord  into  the 
arena,  in  the  ahape  oF  en  ameadmeaU 
He  truiied,  however,  that  the  hon.  Oett- 
tleman  would  withdraw  that  amendnenU 
He  (Capuin  Beroat)  bad  read  the  pon< 
deroua  olue  book  with  great  tttention, 
and  he  had  riian  from  the  peruaal  with  a 
feeling  that  Lord  Ellenborough  waa  amply 
entitled  to  thia  Tole,  becnuae  it  waa  evident 
to  him  that  hia  Lordahip  had  carried  ont 
the  original  policy  of  Lord  AnoUand,  aa 
to  wilbdrawing  from  Affghaoialnn.  Lord 
Auckland,  in  his  despatch  dated  23d 
December,  1841,  aays:— 

«  Wa  have  Ud  it  down  ai  a  nde  of  our  «db* 
duct  diat  we  woM  do  all  in  e«r  power  to  n^ 
CM  our  datadiiMati  wbcfever  ibay  nay  be 
encowpaaaad  by  danger ;  bat  that,  if  tha  poai* 
tion  of  command  and  infloaDce,  which  wa  oava 
hrid  at  the  oapiul  ot  Affgbanittaa,  should 
once  be  absolutely  and  entirely  lost,  we  woald 
maka  no  mora  sacrlflcet  of  tba  rvry  aetiou  and 
eiieniiva  nature  which  could  almie  be  eA»> 
Inal,  aicmt  under  positiva  inslMOtlOM  IMl 
England, for  tba  rs-astablishmaatafonraapn* 
macy  throughout  the  conwtryi  If  maUats 
should,  bymce  or  BegM)«liMi,be  reaUaednt 
Cabul,  we  diall  bave  lima  for  delibanticw  i 
and,  if  tbey  should  ba  bat  baraly  mataluBaa 


Vof^TkmU. 


a  Uieir  present  ^tate  of  pncarions  diSoo^y, 
we  must  await  the  appraacfa  of  spring  bribra 
we  can  act  with  vigmir  or  adnntaM.  We 
ban  particniarly,  however,  Mt  it  oar  Mty  db> 
lincily  at  thii  dutanoe  to  give  insmoikwa  U> 
pliaaUatoaU  contingeMMS,  ead  (beleftce  u 
oeoMmplala  the  most  anfsvoenUt  Imae  to  Iha 


CabuT;  and,  in  this  casa^opon  _ 
of  which  we  cannot  cownaf  fiom     ... 
hsxud  of  eitendlng  daitfeii,  ud  of  ttu  tu«N 
iMiltm  anoBiDg  m  olfier.qvattM  lln  W 
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EUDG  national  and  united  duraotar,  wa  have 
authorised  CDiicrjl  Holt  and  Uuar  RawUa> 
son,  witii  such  caution  and  deliberatioD,  in 
DicJr  military  and  political  praceedingl,  IB 
iiiiiy  aerre  (o  avoid  discredit,  ud  10  pNm« 
safely,  90  to  lAape  thair  eouae  as  bast  to  pf»t 
mote  the  end  of  the  ennthi  nUMiaishmaM  ef 
our  direct  control  la  the  sivanl  A^an  pi*- 
vincf  s,  and  lo  provide  for  tba  eoaoantnliMi  ot 
all  forces  and  detaduHBla  aa  may  be  meet 
conducive  to  the  saeatlty  of  tba  trDopa." 

it  appeared  t»  hiia  thai  Loid  ^01* 
borough  had  only  bean  anttyiny  out  ihv 
principles  of  this  daapuctl.  As  to  wfant 
hod  fallen  from  tba  noUe  Hsmbar  tat- 
Plymouth,  as  hfl  (Captain  Btnal)  ba- 
lieved,  in  jest,  it  appeared  to  faim  toafiM- 
one  of  the  bestpoeiiblcgTaoMlaforlbaaka 
to  the  Govarnor-mtral,  that  ha  had 
sliovrn  himself  lo  Da  SO  effioiint  a  Coi** 
miisary -general.  Ha  oovld  bardlj  hsft 
eurned  higher  praise.  Ha  toaal Hala  ibll, 
iu  his  opinion,  thetraope  iatta  lntraM> 
dition  toCkbulwerabyooBeaaam — '~* 
as  they  ought  to  hava  ' 
seamed  to  have  faaea  a  pBony*wiaa  aad 
pound-fooliih  syatam  of  acdnodiy  pwrauaj. 
In  the  despatchaa  numbewd  108  aod  111 
General  Wilde  laMtnlmi  Att  ao  glUH 
were  ronhcomlnK  «ban  ba  apfdiad  1m 
them ;  he  wis  ouigad  l«  obiaia  t«»  ftoa 
the  8ikhs,  and  tlwy  wan  ao  bad  that  tbn 
burst  the  Drat  tiiM  thty  watt  Biwl.  SoeB 
was  not  the  state  in  whieh  tke  amy  aImM 
hate  been  left.  Ib  dMpaleh  Ho.  IW 
General  Wilde  Mid  :— 

"la  the  midst  ef  all  my  dlAcuIlisa  diaia  la 
□one  which  ^istrMei  ms  moai^  and  eamia 
more  trouble  and  lomottanla  nfereMta  ta 
me,  than  the  LUMMIimilat  dnartmaal,  l^ 
etery  instant  of  *•  «r  '       -  "      ' 

iusafticiBncy  of  cattily 
one-half  of  what  maf  ■ 
bably  difl  from  ihosr  atanalfa 
animals,   in  adraat' 
Pau, 
OoiK 


laaapplMi 
1.     Than 


a  day.  < 


ika  preapaai  ibai 


idM  thiMgb  tha  JUfbar. 

ad  aMBg,ai  wall  ■■  for  BBB.. 

..         at  bai  aver  e^  ander  nqr 

would  itbavabaaaanwiiahlaia 

an  eiperienaid  and  aAriaat  OMnriaa* 

fficGT  with  a  fMa.  as  rtBuhawmi  aatf 


vttaataaraato 


riat  officer 

then  is 

none  but  a  parcel  at  fh 


hU  own  tntetestsd  ^aifOi 
trolling&utliorily.'* 


It  WB*  plain 
the  Commlury-notral  < 
porunr,  and  had  tM  M 


teal 

iM- 


borough's  lime  iMAMMtlyMTflHMd.  U 
appeared  lo  him,  Id  bm,  ttU  At  «Ml 
of  the  disasters  A  OM  van  ttUfhMibll' 
to  the  niggardly  jpottcj  bf  tta  IoiBIb  Oo*' 


fevif 


^fyutMi-  Var — 


iC'iCju:-!.'* 


r 


tiis   Tuni    iitn. 

Z'^ixmifr,  -if——  "tiKi  ir  z 
iTTiii—  Muomei  Ti  ^r 
uui  aar  a*   tie  -iJfa  5* 

-nti  um.  AiflBUW  iir  zijsL ' 
niuut  JAir.  nw  tau.  -u  i»  l 
Uissiucn    of  tit!    Im.   if   " 

IE  :ui£  '^iw»nuiH{!snsnL  Ji 
x:   ▼:!&   lur  TUSE   nu-ii*im, 
init    '?::tcui*vi    nnsTBZUim  31 
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Tsziuiiiiibr 


iiiit  IB  Mi*;  -Jiiri  1)  irjiniun'* 
init  tmst  Lii{:aiiit  tin  int^HesnTi  n'  tiiu 
init  t.iniiir*^  ri-.  iiimui  Tisrruii  mm 
nfitrni^  mn  inniifui  w  n  hit  iiuiir^  ir 
irtiiiinii9ttiiiiv»  u'^it  ir  Hit  imiitt  ^jtu 
Ijjti  illieiiuimiiip  upMnu  liniss  ▼niim 
^•Bn  •.-uniiriMft  v'ltim  In*  '•rrnr.  ir  :i»* 
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that  noble  Lord*  For  nothing  would  have 
been  more  dangerous ;  in  fact  it  was  im- 
practicable to  attempt  a  forward  movement 
from  those  two  points^  until  they  should 
be  firmly  made  good,  strengthened,  and 
supplied  with  all  the  means  requisite 
for  such  ulterior  movements.  What  was 
the  situation  of  General  Nott  at  Candahar  ? 
He  received  on  the  14th  of  November  the 
order  from  General  Elphinstone,  dated  the 
3rd,  to  move  with  the  utmost  practicable 
expedition,  with  the  whole  of  the  troops 
under  his  orders,  upon  Cabul,  instead  of 
returning  to  Hindostan.  Colonel  McLaren's 
brigade  had  already  left  Candahar  on  its 
return  to  Hindostan,  in  conformity  with 
the  orders  that  Major-general  Nott  had 
received.  That  brig^e  was  immediately 
recalled ;  and,  with  the  addition  of  some 
cavalry  and  horse-artillery,  pushed  forward 
towards  Cabul,  but  was  forced  to  return. 
The  insurgents  collected  in  force,  first 
within  forty  miles  of  Candahar,  and  then 
advanced  to  within  five  miles  of  that  place. 
They  were  there  attacked  and  dispersed  by 
Major-general  Nott.  On  the  28th  rf  De- 
cember the  Major-general  received  the 
Governor-general's  letter  of  the  3rd  of 
December,  directing  him  to  retire.  But 
General  Nott,  and  the  political  agent, 
determined  not  to  do  this,  nor  to  observe, 
in  this  respect,  the  terms  of  the  Con- 
vention of  Cabul.  But  it  was  impractica- 
ble for  Major-general  Nott  to  advance* 
His  force,  7,000  men  of  all  arms,  was  to- 
tally insufficient.  A  small  body  of  indif- 
ferent cavalry  ;  three  of  the  infantxj 
regiments  (the  Shah's  Hindoostanee,)  indif- 
ferent ;  only  4,000  good  troops,  to  guard 
an  immense  line  of  march  and  convxyys 
of  provisions ;  pay  four  months  in  arrear, 
total  want  of  medical  stores  and  comforts, 
and  of  the  means  of  transport.  Such  was 
the  state  of  that  important  post  for  six 
months,  as  General  Nott  states,  after  the 
disaster  of  Cabul,  without  having  received 
any  succour  or  reinforcement  of  even  a 
few  additional  troops,  which  would  have 
enabled  him  to  advance  from  Candahar. 
What  was  the  situation  of  Jellalabad  ? 
Major-general  Sale  had  fallen  back  from 
Cabul  upon  that  place,  to  open  the  com* 
rounication  through  the  Khyber  Pass,  and 
to  secure  that  very  important  pmnt  Jel- 
lalabad upon  that  long  line  of  operalioD. 
He  was  ordered  by  Major-general  £lphiii« 
stone,  on  the  9th  November,  1841,  to 
return  with  the  whole  of  his  troops  im- 
mediately, at  all  risks  and  with  the  ut- 
most possible  expedition,  to  CabuL   Major- 


general  Sale  had  reached  Jellalahad  with 
the  greatest  difficulty,  and  with  severe 
loss;  and  well  was  it  that  he  declined 
to  attempt  to  obey  the  order  he  bad 
reottved.  Had  he  done  so,  JeDalabad 
must  have  been  lost  He  judfled  ri^dv 
in  adhering,  as  he  states  in  his  despatch 
of  the  Ibui  November,  to  his  |^an  of 
putting  Jellalabad  in  a  state  of  defence, 
holding  it,  if  possible,  until  the  Cabul 
force  would  fall  back  upon  him,  or  sucooum 
arrive  from  Peshawur.  Every  exertion 
was  then  made  to  open  a  communication 
with  and  succour  Jellalabad.  Colonel  Wjld 
failed  in  his  attempt  to  affect  this,  and  was 
obliged  to  fall  bad^.  Tlus  was  ailterwaxds 
effected  by  Major-general  Pcdiock,  in  tha 
most  able  and  ^lant  manner:  he  received 
Lord  EUenborough's  despatch  rf  Uie  15th 
of  March,  on  the  2nd  of  April.  He  moved 
forward  on  the  4tb,  opened  the  Pass,  and 
on  the  16th  relieved  Jellalabad.  He  too, 
had  discretionary  powers ;  he  might  have 
withdrawn  the  garrison  and  rethed ;  hut 
he,  in  concurrence  with  the  ggUant  officer 
whom  he  had  relieved,  determined  to  re* 
main,  and  to  exerriae  his  diai»etum  in  ]ne- 
paring  for  a  movement  combined  with  one 
from  Candahar,  upon  CabuL  And  here, 
with  the  leave  of  the  HousCi  I  wish  to 
draw  particnlar  attention  to  the  admirable 
despatch  written  by  MigOT-aeDeral  Nott 
ftom  Candahar*  on  the  24A  of  Maidit 
1842.  That  despatdi  has  been  leftmd 
to  by  the  hon.  Bf  ember  for  OoildfiMd 
as  a  nrotest  against  the  orden  whidi 
he  had  reoeivea  to  withdrew  his  troops 
from  Candahar.  But  these  flcnq^e^  due 
determination  not  to  withdrew,  were  fai 
opposition  to  ofdors  issued  befine  Lord  EU 
lenbofough's  arrivaL  It  is  impossiMe  for  a 
military  man  to  qieak  of  this  vemacfcaUe 
daqpatdi,  widioat  eipresriog  the  Qtmoit  ad* 
miratum  of  the  sound  and  seientifie  viewi 
which  it  contains ;  and  without  statfaig  the 
oonvictioii  I  feel,  that  had  the  post  of  Can- 
dahar  been  relinquished— had  Mijor-gene* 
ral  Nott  withdnwn  fiom  it,  and  moved 
towaxds  Hindostan,  as  he  was  ordered  lo 
do,  neither  Lord  Ellenboroa^*s  osden^ 
nor  any  eiartioii  however  splendid  od  the 
other  Une  of  opecation»  wcwU  have  ioe* 
eeeded  in  edbetiog  the  great  ulterior  do- 
sign,  vi  striking  a  meoianble  Uow  tt 
CSbol.  And  on  the  other  hand,  had  our 
troops  been  withdrewn  from  JrilaWwd^ 
the  undBvided  fiwoe  of  the  Afl|^iBiia  wodU 
have  been  at  liberty  10  caaeentnte  its  MHtgf 
pgftintt  Otaidahar* 

'« Ask»g  (says  If  i^-geueial  Ni|tt)as  mIi 
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Iba  poutions  of  Caiid&har  and  Jellalabad  aiv 
Docupied  by  ut,  the  BIMutioo  of  the  iDturgeotE 
in  ASghaoiitaa  ii  dUtricted.  No  Keoeril  Cit 
coDibiDcd  inovenieDt  crd  be  made  by  ihe  AfT- 
ghani  wbile  they  are  ihTcalensd  from  botli 
thete  point! ;  bat  if  one  tonrce  of  apprehi 
■ion  b«  nmo*ed  by  the  withdrawal  of  < 
troopi  from  JelUIabad,  the  undivided  foree  cr 
Ihe  people  backed  by  eucccm,  and  jnHamed 
by  religioui  enlhusiosm,  will  be  at  liberty  tn 
canceotrale  ili  energy  againat  our  potilioo  at 
Candahir," 

It  certainly  does  appear  that  Lord  EIIcd- 
borough  did  contemplate  the  necessity  oT 
retiring  from  thoK  tiro  points  ;  and  there- 
after to  cany  into  e^ct  the  detenninatioti 
siinounced  in  his  despatch  of  the  15th  of 
March,  in  some  other  way.  His  Lord- 
ship appears  to  have  acted,  in  this  re~ 
■pect  upon  B  well-known  maxim  of  oui: 
pffofenion,  borrowed  from  the  French, 
as  many  of  our  tecbnicfllities  are,  fie- 
cuter,  pour  mieux  tauter.  Recede,  to 
mih  forward  the  more  eSectually.  But 
happy  and  fortunate  was  it,  that  he  had,  in 
the  command  of  those  |K>ints,  officers  on 
whose  discretion  he  might  rely,  and  to 
whose  discretion  he  gare  latitude,  and  who 
fearlessly  assumed  it.  Lord  EUenborougti 
lost  no  time  in  doing  everything  in  hii. 
power  to  push  up  communications  with 
those  points,  to  succour,  reinforce,  and 
secure  them  first,  and  then  to  provide  them 
with  all  the  means  and  materials  requisite 
for  a  combined  offensive  movement  upon 
Cabul.  He  then  wrote  his  celebrated 
despatcb  of  the  4tb  of  July,  to  Major- 
general  Pollock,  directing  bim  to  combine 
His  morements  with  Majornteneral  Nott, 
and,  ea  senior  officer,  to  issue  orders  to 
that  officer.  The  House  will  likewiK 
find  full  instructions  for  thete  combined 
movements,  in  Lord  Ellen  borough's  des- 
patches, Nos,  415  and  41S,  pages  835  and 
3S7,  which  had  been  so  of^en  quoted,  and 
in  conformity  with  which,  those  move- 
ments were  made,  and  which  were  con- 
ducted by  those  gallant  officers,  and  exe- 
cuted by  the  troops,  tinder  their  command, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  entitle  thote  who 
directed,  commanded,  and  executed  those 
heroic  deeds,  to  that  unanimous  vote  of 
thanks,  which  I  think  they  richly  di'wrve. 
and  which  I  trust  will  be  givon  cordially 
and  unanimously. 

Captain  I^gard  said,  lie  was  most 
ready  ro  concur  in  the  vote  of  thanks  to 
his  gallant  comrades  in  India,  lie  hid 
himseir  served  in  ihat  part  of  the  world, 
under  a  gallant  officer  whose  name  was 
well  known  both  lu  India  and  lo  Kuro]>e. 


He  had  served  thsre  under  lad  Camkm- 
mere,  and  he  bad  at  least  mbb  noagh  of 
India  to  know  that  U)c  tbanki  wiJmI 
House  were  emineatl;  dua  lo  thi  oSon 
and  man  who  had  renderod  to  llMir  Ouio 
reign  and  their  country  such  eaiiMBt  tm- 
vices.  Amongst  olber  gronnda  oa  wfaiek 
he  shoukl  support  the  pmant  motioa  vta 
rhat  referred  to  by  the  right  boo.  QoDlb^ 
man  the  Secretary  at  War;  llwt  right 
hon.  Member  referred  lo  the  I 
which  our  soldiers  bad  shi 
who  had  any  nraclical  icqaaiDtanco  with 
armies  could  hesitate  to  admit,  lhat  oo- 
thing  could  be  more  difficalt  ihaa  to  ••• 
strain  within  due  bounds  a  bodjr  of  traeps 
disorganized  by  defeat,  or  flnriwd  whh 
victory.  He  sincerely  rejoicad  lo  ob- 
serve that  the  hon.  Member  for  Oateo- 
head  had  said  what  he  did;  bat  he 
hoped  lhat  there  eitsted  no  gvomub 
for  thinking,  and  he  trusted  ibera  novir 
would  be  good  ground  for  sayiog,  lhat  tbe 
British  army  had  stained  the  bright  jowd 
of  their  reputation  by  acts  of  inhumaaitj. 
While  a  vote  like  the  present  waa  aadar 
consideration  he  did  think  that  •  Rttiof 
opjiorlunity  presented  itself  for  calCaf 
the  attention  of  the  House  lo  the  bad 
itate  of  the  arms  with  wbich  Britisb  wl- 
diers  were  supplied.  On  a  recent  ooeaaioa 
a  division  of  infantry  fired  opoa  a  bodjoT 
cavalry,  and  though  tbe  diaianoe  betwaaa 
tbem  was  but  twelve  yards,  jet  DOt  ■  ^aa 
of  the  eoeoiy  fell.  This  waa  a  ataia  of 
things  which  he  felt  bound  to  *Triir  iiimW 
the  consideration  of  (be  House.  The  ac- 
tions of  Ihe  gallant  officers  aod  mea  wbo 
had  been  recently  employed  in  India  wase 
9ucb  as  (o  have  completely  wiped  off  tba 
slain  that  for  a  short  lime  had  dimmed  tbe 
lustre  of  our  arms,  and  he  hoped,  that  m 
tbe  House  were  disposed  to  give  ibair 
thanks  for  these  services,  they  would  go  a 
little  further,  and  bestow  upon  then  mwa 
subslantial  rewards  wbich  such  condoei  as 
jnsily  deserved.  The  right  boo.  Baro^ 
liad  very  pro)ierly  dwelt  upon  the  galtaal 
actions  performed  both  by  captaina  aad 
subalterns;  but  he  also,  la  a  manacr 
highly  honourable  to  himself,  apoke  of  the 
(conduct  of  a  non-commissioood  oSear, 
!^er|;cant  Desne,  wboretorned  intoooeof 
ihe  passes  fur  the  purpose  of  taving  the 
life  of  a  son-in-law  of  Oeneral  Sale.  It 
r.-iiely  fell  to  the  lot  uf  a  man  in  ibe  ham- 
Mr  r  ranks  of  life  to  be  thua  mentioDad; 
liui  nothing  could  be  more  jusi,  or  aton 
otrditable  to  lb-  fr-lings  of  ihe  right  boo. 
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Bironet,  than  the  reference  thui  mide  to 
tha  Hrvicei  of  this  estimable  indiTidnal. 
He  would  DOW  beg  to  addreae  hitnaelf  to 
the  hoD.  Member  for  Montroie ;  that  hoa. 
Member  had  mentioaed  Lord  Keane.  The 
noble  Lord  performed  the  aerrieea  which 
he  undertook  well  and  efficiently;  he 
performed  them  gellaatly,  and  no  mBb 
living  could  think  of  grudging  him  tht' 
rewards  which  he  had  received;  but  snrelj, 
■I  Lord  Keane  never  cUimed  any  d^ree 
of  credit  but  that  which  belonged  to  him. 
so  he  ought  not  to  be  held  responiible  for 
anything  which  occurred  in  hii  abience; 
he  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  hon.  Member 
would  withdraw  his  opposition. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  said,  he  should  not  have 
addressed  the  House,  but  for  the  allusion 
to  the  reference  which  he  had  made  on 
a  former  nfght  to  the  reports  of  excesses 
said  to  hare  been  commitled  by  our  troops. 
It  was  now  but  justice  in  him  to  say,  thai 
he  had  derived  much  saiisfaction  from  the 
perusal  of  the  orders  contained  in  the 
Blue  Book,  from  Lord  Ellenborough,  and 
from  the  generals  commanding  the  troops ; 
and  also  the  statementa  made  by  the  rigfal 
hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  at  War.  I( 
was  impossible  that  orders  could  be  more 
clearly  expressed  than  were  those  from 
the  noble  Lord,  and  also  those  from  Oene> 
rals  Nott  and  Pollock,  enjoining  forbear- 
ance and  humanity.  The  contradiction 
by  the  Secretary  at  War  of  the  reporti 
aflnded  to,  was  as  complete  as  circum- 
stances would  allow.  He  rejoiced  m  the 
removal  of  such  a  stain  from  the  cbaraotei 
of  our  troops.  Reference  had  been  made 
to  the  absence  of  any  saccours  to  General 
Nolt  at  Candahar  for  six  months.  But  if 
the  hon.  Member  would  refer  to  the  Blue 
Book,  he  would  find  that  not  only  had 
orders  been  given  by  Lord  Auckland  for 
the  forwarding  of  succours,  but  it  was  to 
be  seen,  in  a  tetter  from  Oeneral  Bnglaud 
to  Major  Outram,  dated  18th  February, 
that  before  Lord  Auckland  left  InHia, 
measures  had  actually  been  taken  tot 
sending  help  to  Oeneral  Nott.  The  letttf 
stated— 

'<  1  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  tbst, 
undar  the  cirGumsUnces  of  the  detenmnalun 
or  the  Government  to  maist sin  Candahar,  and 
with  a  view  to  give  support  to  tbal  imporUuit 
measure,  I  propose,  at  the  earlfetl  practicable 
period  in  ine  next  month,  to  raova  tha  heada 
quarters  of  this  force  up  the  IMan  Pass  te 
Quells,  witli  the  following  dataebment  of  iba 
troops  now  in  the  law  countiy." 


1.20)  VoUnfTktmki.  ion 

Ha  wotiM  not  ironUe  ibe  Hooie  «ilb 
the  details  t  but  Gweral  Ragland  wmt  ra 
to  lay — 

"  You  are  probaUy  aware  that,  indapattd- 
•nt  of  the  axpsdiency  of  Amdng  die  ooesnnBU 
cation  with  Candahar,  the  Uw^  at  ibat  plaaa 
are  much  in  want  of  earriagai  ireaenie,  laadi- 
dnes,  and  other  sloraa ;  auo  tkat  saraal  ofr 
eers,  as  well  as  a  company  of  Bengal  arlilUcy, 
destined  for  Candahar,  have  been  Em  w>me 
time  prevented  from  rsaebing  it,  owiof  to  Iha 
interruption  of  the  load  I7  the  insargents. 
The  movement,  however,  which  I  ooniem- 
plste,  will  at  once  remedy  ihaae  evils ;  nd 
thus  place  tha  corps  of  HajoNgtoeral  Nott  in 


He  quoted  this  to  ahow,  thai  everj 
means  had  been  taken  to  send  anppliet  to 
Oeneral  Nott.  He  would  quota  a  pMn|« 
from  a  despatch  of  Oeoml  Noll's  to 
show,  that  It  waa  from  no  wwt  of  equip- 
nents,  but  in  consequence  of  Lord  El- 
lenborough, that  no  eariier  moveowBU 
bad  been  made.  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Had- 
dock, dated  May  21,  he  lukl— 

"  Befbra  the  raeaipt  of  your  latter  of  iht 
19th  April  I  bad  eqoippad  this  force,  wUeh, 
with  two  additional  regiments  of  inhotiy,  an* 
other  tnxip  of  bona  aitillatT,  and  die  le- 
mainder  of  the  Shah's  ¥im  Cavalnr,  I  bad 
intaodad  to  tnareb  in  eommand  of,  fbr  the 
mipoae  of  tbmwiog  sapplioa  into  Kriabii 
Ohilsit,  and  eodeavonring  to  reoovar  the  tsta 
Ghosnee  pirisoa.  now  in  the  hands  of  iha 
eoetay,  and  making  a  divarAMi  in  fevow  of 
Oaneral  PoOodi's  amy.*' 

This  initfiiioD,  it  Una  tppnan.  ■■■ 
abandoned,  in  conaeqneace  of  Xord  EIUb- 
borough's  ordars  of  April  10.  He  (Hr. 
Wood)  wonld  say  no  noit  tbu  that  bo 
coDcnrrad  in  the  vota  of  tlitnka,  oa  tho 
grounds  sUUd  by  tht  rifhtboD.  BmomI, 
and  Manieaoad  in  bj  bu  nobla  Prlandj 
and,  nftar  lbs  stataiseDts  and  aiplaof 
tioDS  wbkb  bad  bacn  nadc*  he  tnsud 
the  boo.  Hambn  for  Moatrosa  mnld 
witbdnw  bU  ■ntendwieBt. 

Mr.Aq^ml  CfBrit»  tofamd  to  Ibe 
eioediliaB  rtidi,  fiDor  yaws  hafaie  the 
proelBBatioB  of  1S4S,  bad  been  ordmi 
10  proceed  beyoDd  the  Indas,  and  tbty 
coald  aot,  be  was  andsfatood  to  say,  ie> 
'        '        and   raflaot 


open  wbat  bad  been  done  and  Mt  done  ia 
ladia  sbiei,  withoat  fodinf  (be  great  n. 
•pooaibilUy  «bid  attested  to  tbeae  «bo 


_.„ jd  that  aipedilioB    a  roapanMbf* 

lity  ia  wbieh  all  ia  ibat  Hoase  mmI  abase. 
It  was  act  that  Ibay  Mt  law  yiisflil  •■ 
tbe  arasy  ier  Ibe  paet  deeda  it  had  ^m^ 
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formed,  if  they,  at  the  same  time,  felt  in  a 
warfare  like  this,  the  great  responsibility 
which  attached  to  them  as  Christians  and 
a  civilised  people.  How  much  Chris- 
tianity and  civilisation  had  receded  in  con- 
sequence of  late  events,  was  matter  for 
deep  consideration.  After  our  reputation 
for  valour  had  been  re-established,  a  re- 
putation for  justice  and  Christian  mercy 
yet  remained  to  be  fully  carried  out. 

Mr, Hume  having  withdrawn  his  amend- 
ment, 

Ou  the  second  resolution  being  put, 

Mr.  Hume  explained,  with  reference  to 
the  observations  of  Captain  Layard,  that 
no  man  more  cordially  than  himself  joined 
in  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the  army. 

Motion  agreed  to  nem.  con, ;  and  it  was 
ordered  that  Mr.  Speaker  transmit  the  re- 
solutions of  the  House  to  the  Governor- 
general  of  India.  ''That  his  Lordship  be 
requested  to  communicate  the  same  to  the 
several  officers  referred  to  therein." 

Forged  Exchequer  Bills.]  House 
in  committee  on  the  Forged  Exchequer 
Bills  Bill. 

Mr.  Hume  wished  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  the  case 
of  a  gentleman  to  whom  eome  Exchequer 
Bills  had  been  assigned  which  happened 
to  be  forged,  and  who  was  a  most  innocent 
holder  of  them.  That  person  had  suffered 
the  serious  loss  of  6,000/.,  and  he  thought 
as  they  had  been  purchased  without  his 
knowledge  something  should  be  done  to 
give  him  relief. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  knew, 
that  the  hon.  Member  was  allud:ng  to  the 
case  of  Mr.  Inglis,  to  whom  he  was  most 
anxious  to  shew  every  attention  which  was 
not  inconsistent  with  his  public  duty.  His 
case  certainly  stood  on  .a  different  footing 
from  the  most  of  those  in  the  same 
schedule.  In  his  case  Mr.  Rapallo,  the 
chief  instrument  of  issuing  the  forged 
bills,  had  placed  s  considerable  amount  of 
them  in  the  hands  of  the  Messrs.  Morgans, 
whom  Mr.  Inglis  had  employed  as  his 
brokers.  Before  he  left  England,  he  had 
placed  in  their  hands  the  sum  of  7,000/., 
to  be  employed  by  them  for  his  advantage. 
After  the  forgery  was  discovered,  and  not 
l>efore,  Morgan,  who  then  held  20,000/. 
of  Exchequer  Bills,  assigned  0,000/.  of 
them  to  Mr.  Inglis.  But  there  was  no 
evidence — no  memorandum — no  account 
whatever  of  the  assignment.  As  the  bills 
never  had  been  formally  assigned  to  Mr. 


Inglis,  he  looked  oo  the  lou  thtt  gentle- 
man had  sustained,  as  caused  oot  bj  his 
being  the  innocent  holder  of  forged  £■• 
chequer  Bills,  but  by  the  abase  vbieh  Us 
agent  had  made  of  his  confidence.  It  wee 
not,  therefore,  in  his  power  to  piece  die 
name  of  Mr.  Inglis  amoegsi  thoee  to 
whom  compensation  was  to  be  given. 

Dr.  Bowring  asked  whether  the  preeeet 
bill  would  be  quite  sufficient  for  its  per* 
poses,  as  he  understood  that  it  wooid  not 
secure  to  the  holders  of  the  IhIIi  iMth 
their  capital  and  the  interest  of  their  €!• 
pital  ? 

The  Chcmcelhr  of  the  ExekegMtr  ex- 
plained that  the  effect  of  the  bill  would 
only  be  to  give  the  holders  of  the  Exche- 
quer Bills  the  amount  of  those  bills  which 
they  held — it  would  go  no  further,  and  give 
them  interest  from  the  date  when  the  bills 
commenced.  It  would  be  necessary,  here- 
after, to  pass  another  vote  to  pay  the 
parties  interest  on  the  Exchequer  Bills 
from  the  time  they  came  into  their  pos- 
session. The  parties  must  not,  however, 
expect  to  receive  5  or  5)  per cent>  interest, 
but  the  market  interest  which  Eacheqncr 
Bills  bore.  They  had  not  given  any  pie- 
miums  on  these  bills,  and  they  most  not 
expect,  therefore,    to   receive   any  pre- 


miums. 


Bill  went  through  the  committee* 

Naturalization  of  Forbiovbrs.] 
Mr.  Hutt  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  n 
bill  for  the  general  naturalisation  of  fo- 
reigners. The  hon.  Member  explained 
that  its  object  was  to  confer  on  the  Crown 
the  power  of  granting  to  foreigners  all  the 
privileges  of  British  subjects,  iocloding 
the  right  to  sit  in  Parliament,  and  to  ait 
at  the  Privy  Council. 

Sir  J.  Graham  was  not  aware,  till  the 
hon.  Gentleman  rose,  that  he  meant  to 
bring  forward  his  motion  that  evening, 
and  he  was  unwilling  to  allow  it  to  pnsa 
without  saying  one  or  two  words  on  the 
proposition.  He  must  call  the  atteotioo 
of  the  House  to  the  important  constitn- 
tional  question  involved  in  the  motion. 
It  was  now  proposed  to  confer  on  the 
Crown  the  power  of  naturalising  foreignen, 
which  had  hitherto  been  in  possession  of 
the  Legislature.  Parliament  had  entrusted 
the  Crown  with  the  privilege  of  enabling 
foreip;ners  to  hold  property  in  the  country ; 
but  Parliament  had  reserved  to  itself  the 
power  of  concurring  with  the  Crown  in 
granting   to   foreigners  the  privileges  oC 
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■iUiDg  io  ParliameDt  and  at  the  Council 
Board.  It  was  now  propoied  Xa  transfer 
fiom  the  Parliament  to  ihe  Grovn  the 
power  of  enabling  foreigoera  to  lit  ia  Par- 
liament and  in  the  Privj  Council,  Thdt 
wasB  matter  of  considerable  importctnce. 
The  power  reaerved  lo  Parliament  had 
been  exercised  in  favour  of  penons  of 
great  diitinciion  allied  to  the  Crown,  or 
in  favour  of  foreigners  who  had  conferred 
distinguished  services  on  the  country. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  argue  the  quesiiun 
with  the  hon.  Member — he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  the  change  should  not 
be  made  ;  but  it  was  of  some  importance 
(o  see  such  a  change  proposed  b^  the 
Gentleman  opposite,  who  would  give  to 
the  Crown  exclusivelya  power  which  now 
wai  exercised  by  the  Parliament  and  the 
Crown. 

Mr.  Hume  agreed  in  the  view  taken  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  thought 
that  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
country  the  bill  might  be  userul. 

Mr.  Hull,  in  reply,  was  understood  to 
saj,  that  what  he  proposed  was  [iot 
exactly  new,  for  an  act  was  passed  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  by  which  any  fo- 
reigner could  obtain  an  act  of  naturalizj- 
lion,  and  be  enabled  lo  sii  at  the  Council 
Board  and  in  Parliament,  only  on  con- 
dition of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and 
njing  a  fee  of  It.  The  act  lasted  only 
ir  years,  thoagh  it  was  approved  of  by 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  statesmen 
of  that  age,  and  was  repealed  under  very 
extraordinary  circumstances. 

Leave  given.     Bill  to  be  brought  in. 

Coal  VENDoaa.]  Sir  Otorge  Clerk 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  dis- 
continue certain  actions  under  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act  of  the  2nd  year  of  Wil- 
liam the  4lh,  for  regulating  the  vend  and 
delivery  of  coals  in  the  cities  of  London 
and  Westminster,  and  in  certun  part^  of 
the  adjacent  counties.  The  hon.  Herobei 
explained  that  a  number  of  coal  Utter; 
had  inadvertently  infringed  Ihe  act  of 
Parliament  which  was  referred  to  in 
motion,  by  not  describing  in  certain 
tificates.  according  to  the  act,  the  pits 
from  which  these  coals  were  lakan.  tor 
this  inadvertence  several  action*  had  been 
brought  against  them  by  a  common  in- 
former, and  one  of  them  had  been  tried, 
and  Ihe  parties  condemned  to  pay  a  linf 
of  100/.  The  bill  was  similar  to  bilt< 
brought   forward   to   remedy  liiniltr  evils, 

VOL.  LXVI.    {Saij 
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and  he  hoped  it  wonld  be  •Itowed  to  ptu 
through  tbt  Honie  a*  speedily  aa  powtUtt; 
consistently  with  its  forms.  He  wonld 
add,  that  the  bill  met  the  approbation  of 
the  corporation  of  the  city  of  London. 

Leave  given.  Bill  brought  in,  and  read 
a  lirst  tine. 

Emplotkekt  of  the  Poob  IK  Ha- 
NUF;iCT0Rixa.]     Nit.  Ftrrand  tnond, 

"That  there  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  this 
Ilou^e  correct,  eetire,  and  uonnlilated  oopiei 
of  d-i  original  letter  addretsed  to  Mr.  Edwin 
ChLtrl«ick,  secretary  lo  the  Poor4BW Commit- 
wn,  bj  Mr.  Robert  Hyde  Oreg,  dated  Man- 
c Lester,  September  IT.  1S84,  tad  of  an  ori- 
ginal letter  to  Hi.  Edvrin  Cbadwtek  bj  Mr. 
Henry  Aibworlh,  dated  Tarton,  near  BoIIob, 
Ijincashire,  2d  month,  13tb  day,  1835.  Also 
a  copy  of  tbe  correspondence  relating  to,  and 
a  return  of  tbe  numW  of  persons  who  warn 
removed  from  their  pari^at  in  tbe  agrionltnial 
disiTJcIs  into  the  manubeluring  diatnets,  nndar 
the  authority. and  lanetion  of  tbe  Poor-law 
Comroissloners,  With  the  dates  and  mode  of 
ihcir  trmoval,  the  names  of  the  parishes  from 
which  Ifaey  were  taken,  and  tbe  names  and 
residence*  of  the  persons  lo  whom  they  were 
assigned ;  with  a  particular  acconnl  of  the 
numbers,  sexes,  ana  ages  in  ea^  family  witen 
ihey  were  removed ;  and  also  of  the  nnrolMt 
of  deaths,  by  aeddmt  or  otherwise,  wluA 
have  since  taken  place  among  them  ;  alto  an 
account  of  those  who  have  been  maimed  in 
ihejr  employment,  and  a  ilaiement  of  tba 
amount  Of  the  wages  agreed  upon  when  coa- 
aigned,  with  the  actual  wages  tbey  racaMd't 
and,  also  an  acoouDt  of  their  preaent  resi- 
dence*, enployment,  and  wages." 

Those  retnrni  had  been  three  tuui 
moved  for  in  that  Honaa  ud  aa  oftea 
refused.  Tha  laat  occaiion  when  their 
production  was  aonght  bj  ibe  bon.  Um- 
ber for  OMbam  he  was  importuned  bj  tha 
late  Qovemmeot  not  to  peraiat  in  tbe  nu^ 
lion,  nod  he  belfeved  that  bon.  Oeatleaiaii 
had  never  lo  the  preaant  iaj  faigivea 
himself  for  having  given  way  to  ihotaaoli- 
citationa.  Tbe  pndaclion  of  tlie  papen 
would  pion  to  the  country  the  ihuwfbl 
means  whieb  had  been  reiortad  to  b;  the 
emisMriea  of  the  Poor  law  CwmniiaioBere 
to  indnce  the  poor  people  in  tbe  fonth  of 
Knglaod  to  amwrate  to  tbe  north  in  order 
to  become  the  navei  of  tba  maBafactRren 
there.  The  treatment  of  tboee  «bo  hid 
been  kidnapped  by  Dr.  Kay  aod  olhen; 
agenia  of  the  commieaionara,  wai  dil> 
gracefol  aod  crnd  in  tbe  extteaa.  In- 
stead of  mealing  (be  eomfortfaad  laeairiaf 
Uie  ^T■p>  wfaieh  had  been  pro^aad  them, 
their  wagea  were  radncM  oue-bllf,  ud 
8L 
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the  poor  people  were  crowded  three  or 
four  fanailiei  into  every  cottage,  and  ex- 
posed to  miseries  and  diseases  of  the  most 
frightful  description.  Smallpox  broke  out 
among  them  and  they  died  by  hundreds. 
Their  relatives  in  the  south  made  inqui- 
ries after  them,  but  no  tidings  could  be 
had.  His  solemn  conviction  was,  that 
those  poor  deluded  people  had  been  sold 
into  a  land  of  slavery,  the  object  of  the 
commissioners  and  the  manufacturers 
being  to  reduce  the  rate  of  wages.  That 
fact  was  obvious  from  an  extract  of  one 
of  those  letters  which  had  been  already 
furnished  to  the  House ;  and  if  the  papers 
he  now  moved  for  were  produced  entire 
and  unmutilated,  the  charges  he  had 
made  against  the  commissioners,  who 
were  responsible  for  the  treatment  of 
these  poor  people,  would  be  fully  substan- 
tiated.  The  right  boo.  Baronet  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
had,  to  his  great  honour,  engaged  that 
copies  of  the  papers  should  be  laid  before 
the  House,  so  far  as  it  was  possible  to 
procure  them;  and  he  hailed  this  as  a 
promise  that  justice  would  at  length  be 
done  to  this  subject  by  a  Conservative 
Government.     He  had  also  to  move 

<'  For  a  copy  of  the  diet  table  in  use  at  the 
Belper  Union  Workhouse,  and  at  the  Derby 
UDion  Workhouse,  on  the  31st  day  of  January 
last," 

From  which  it  would  appear  that  the 
guardians  of  that  union  acting  under  the 
instructions  of  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, were  treating  the  unfortunate  in- 
mates of  the  workhouse  in  the  most  cruel 
and  unmerciful  manner.  He  had  also  to 
move, 

'<  For  a  copy  of  any  correspondence  which 
had  taken  place  between  the  Poor-law  Com- 
missioners, the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the 
Skipton  Union,  and  a  firm  of  cotton-spinners, 
carrying  on  business  at  the  Low-mill,  Adding- 
hani»  in  the  West  Hiding  of  Yorkshire,  and 
trading  under  the  firm  of  Seed  and  Co., 
respecting  the  sale  of  u  number  of  poor  per- 
sons confined  in  the  said  Skiptou  Union 
Workhouse  to  the  said  firm,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  worked  in  their  factory ;  also  a 
statement  of  the  amount  of  money  agreed  upon 
between  the  said  parties,  the  number  of  crip- 
ples handed  over  to  the  said  firm,  the  manner 
in  which  they  were  conveyed  to  the  said  fac- 
tory, and  the  reasons  of  their  \m\\^  so  con- 
veyed ;  also  a  copy  of  the  con? iction  of  the 
2iaid  firm  of  rollon-spinncrs,  upon  the  infor- 
mation of  Mr.  Koberi  Baker,  iii«p**ctor  nf  f:ic- 
tories,  for  having  worked  iheir  mill-hands  on 
Fnduv,  Saluiday,  and   Sunday.   *      ^'*  'Ulh. 
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and  25th  days  of  December  last,  in 
of  the  Factories  AcU^ 

The  hoo.  Member  stated  that  th« 
of  Seed  and  Co.  having  ledoced  the 
of  their  operatives*  and  treated 
otherwise  in  a  most  tyraonicftl 
they  all  left  in  a  body,  and  hsnds 
procured  to  supply  their  place  froa  the 
workhouse,  six  miles  off.  Anoag  ihmt 
were  several  cripples,  who  bad  to  be  cv^ 
ried  in  a  tax-cart,  belonging  lo  the  mill- 
owners.  On  the  2dd,  Mth»  and  25ib  of 
December  last,  the  25th  being  Sniiday, 
they  were  worked  by  these  monttcn  in 
human  shape  thirty-two  hours,  and  onlf 
allowed  thirteen  and  a  half  hoora  for 
If  these  things  were  done  with  tha 
of  the  Poor  Law  Commiisbnera.  it 
time  their  authority  should  be 
and  the  act  which  gave  it  to  then  re| 
He  felt  strongly  upon  this  subject, 
ing  the  locality  where  these  tran 
had  occurred,  and  having  been  in 
nication  with  the  parties  aggrieved, 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  seen 
wretched  creatures  in  the  state  he 
them,  applying  for  protection  belbitt  the 
magistrates,  he  was  sure  be  wonid  bait 
felt  compassion  for  them,  and  bean  of 
opinion  that  the  Poor  Law  whicb  aaae- 
tioned  such  proceedings  was  a  diigiaoa  to 
the  country. 

Sir  J,  Graham  was  prepared  to  giva  a 
qualified  assent  to  the  motion,  bot  depa^ 
cated  the  strong,  harsh,  and  onjuitifiaUa 
language  which  had  been  used  by  the  hoa. 
Gentleman,  which  he  thought  waa  anite 
inconsistent  with  the  legitimate  prinaplea 
of  freedom  of  debate.  He  could  not  oonsent 
to  retain  in  the  motion  the  words  **  oorract, 
entire,  and  unmutilated.**  SochexpreinOM 
conveyed  a  direct  insinuation  that  a  pablic 
oflfice  from  which  the  return  was  as- 
pected  was  in  the  habit  of  garbling,  or 
returning  inaccurate  statements  to  tba 
House.  If,  therefore,  the  hon.  Qentl^ 
man  did  not  withdraw  those  worda  ka 
should  upposc  the  motion.  Ha  vaa  un- 
able to  procure  a  return  of  the  letter  of 
Mr.  H.  Greg,  neither  original  nor  copy 
being  to  be  found  among  the  records  of  ike 
Poor-law  Commissioners.  It  was,  in  fact, 
a  private  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Cbadwick. 
The  I'oor-law  Commmisssionera  did  not 
possess  either  the  original  or  a  copy. 
Mr.  Ashworlh*s  letter  was  in  the  poesea- 
siun  of  *^i*  Poor-law  CommiMioners  and 
\\p.  w  •  *o  consent  to  its  pruductioa. 

Witi  '  Oie  next  return,  as  to  iba 


1029 


Employment  of  ike  {Fib.  20)       Poor  in  Mamffheioneit      1 030 


number  of  pereoni  who  were  itmored 
from  their  parishes  in  the  agricultaral  into 
the  manufacturing  districtfl,  under  the 
sanction  of  the  Poor-law  Commissioners, 
it  was  impossible  to  state  the  amount  of  the 
wages  they  then  received,  or  their  present 
residencies,  employments,  and  wages. 
There  were  several  items  in  that  motion  of 
which  it  would  be  quite  impossible  for 
him,  on  the  part  of  the  Poor-law  Commis- 
sioners, to  promise  a  return.  Everything 
that  was  really  material,  and  that  could 
be  furnished,  had  already  been  presented 
to  the  public  in  the  Poor-law  Commis* 
sioners'  report  of  1836,  p.  448,  where  the 
hoii.  Gentleman  would  find  a  statement 
made  by  Mr.  Muggeridge,  the  assistant 
Poor-law  Commissioner,  on  this  subject. 
In  the  report  of  1837  there  was  also  a 
further  statement  on  the  subject.  He 
(Sir  J.  Graham)  was  ready  to  furnish  any 
information  that  he  was  able  to  obtain • 
With  regard  to.  the  returns  respecting  the 
dietary  of  the  Belper  and  Derby  Union 
workhouses,  he  should  not  feel  any  diffi- 
culty in  laying  them  on  the  Table  of  the 
House.  As  to  the  last  motion  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  he  begged  to  inform  him, 
that  the  Poor-law  Commissioners  were 
not  cognisable,  directly  or  indirectly,  of 
the  transaction  to  which  he  referred.  If 
any  such  transaction  had  taken  place,  the 
Commissioners  were  entirely  ignorant  of 
it.  He  must  demur  to  granting  these  re- 
turns,  unless  the  hon.  Oentfeman  com* 
sented  to  withdraw  the  expressions  '*  oofw 
rect,  entire,  and  unmutilated.** 

Mr.  M.  Gib$on  said  he  would  not  have 
troubled  the  House,  if  the  hon.  Member 
for  Knsresborough  (Mr.  Ferrand)  had  not 
made  statements  which  would  go  forth  to 
the  public  affecting  parties  who  had  no 
opportunity  of  giving  the  same  publicity 
to  the  contradictions  as  would  be  afforded 
to  the  accusations.  He  thought  it  very  de- 
sirable that  such  dislogistic  terms  as  the 
hon.  Member  had  introduced  should  be 
omitted  from  motions  submitted  to  that 
House.  The  hon.  Member  for  Knaresbo» 
rough  had  asserted  that  persons  were 
*<  kidnapped  *'  and  induced  to  go  from  the 
agricultural  into  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts by  the  promise  of  conditions  which 
had  not  been  fulfilled ;  but  he  was  con- 
vinced that  a  fair  inquiry  would  show  the 
erroneousness  of  this  statement.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  now,  as  he  had  on 
former  occasions,  made  assertions  which 
could  not  be  substantiated.     He  wowid 


not  go  iQtq  the  question  now;  but  be 
thought  the  hon,  Qentleman  should  be 
cautious  in  giving  curreney  to  such  un- 
measured censures  upon  individuals. 
With  respect  to  one  statement  of  the  hon. 
Oentkroan  he  might  observe,  that  agri- 
cultural labourers  had  been  removed  into 
the  manufacturing  districts,  because  io 
those  districts  there  had  been  an  increased 
demand  for  labour,  which  wu  coineident 
with  a  diminished  demand  in  the  agricul- 
tural districts.  He  believed  that  if  these 
labourera  had  not  gone  from  the  agricul- 
tural to  the  manufacturing  districts  the 
pIsces  they  occupied  in  tM  latter  would 
have  been  supplied  by  Irish  labourers,  and 
this  would  have  had  a  still  more  dMwes- 
sing  effect.  After  the  agricultural  \n^ 
bourers  were  transferred  to  the  osanufae- 
tonng  districts,  there  was  a  rise  in  the 
rate  of  their  wages,  and  they  reeelveil 
larger  weekly  wages  in  the  manufaeturing 
than  they  would  have  done  in  the  agrieuU 
tural  districts*  He  wished,  however, 
most  directly  to  contradict  the  statement 
that  there  had  been  any  **  kidnapping,*^ 
or  that  the  conditions  oo  which  these  per^ 
sons  were  transferred  to  the  manufaetur-i 
ing  districts  had  not  been  fulfilled ;  and 
he  thought  the  boo.  Member  for  Knaiea*- 
borough  ought  not,  eapeeialty  before  tha 
returns  for  whieh  he  moved  were  pieeented 
to  the  Houae,  to  make  statementa  iuvolv« 
ing  eueh  serious  charges. 

Dr.  Bamrmg  said,  that  one  of  tba 
gentlemen  to  whom  the  bon.  Member  (ok 
Knarasborough  had  referred  was  a  per* 
aooal  friend  and  eonathuent  of  his  $  and- 
having  on  asveral  ooeaskma  visited  that 
gentleman,  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
noticing  the  cxmdition  of  the  labouiers  in 
his  em^oy.  He  could  state  that  many  of 
the  persona  who  had  been  transfimed 
from  the  agrtenltttral  distrieta  Ueased  the 
day  that  bad  seen  them  leasovad  (irom 
a  state  of  great  distress  to  a  condition  of 
comparative  ease  and  oomforc  He  would 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  statementa 
of  Dr.  Cooke  Taylor,  who,  in  the  aoeount 
of  his  visit  to  the  mannhcturfaig  districts, 
repeatedly  notwed  the  comfort  and  happi- 
ness of  tne  workmen  employed  by  Mr. 
Ashworth.  '  He  recommended  the  hon. 
Member  to  be  cantjona  how  be  induced 
in  these  vituperative  attneks. 

Mr.  Femmdf  ui  re^t  aaki  he  had 
referred  to  the  eaaa  oi  n  mnmrfactMur 
who  was  eonvidad  by  the  waghtfttea 
in  penaltiea  aaonnling  lo  lttl.»nM  n^ 
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had  worked  his  hands  from  half  past  eight 
o'clock  on  the  Saturday  morning  till  Sun- 
day afternoon  at  four  o'clock.  Now,  was 
this  man  a  monster  in  human  shape,  or 
not  ?  He  did  not  feel  himself  justiBed  in 
withdrawing  this  expression ;  and  he  was 
sure  that  no  hon.  Member  would  like  his 
children  to  be  worked  as  heavily  as  this 
roan  had  worked  those  whom  he  employed. 
He  regretted  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Manchester  should  have  repeated  to-night 
a  statement  made  a  few  evenings  ago — 
that  he  made  assertions  in  that  House 
which  he  had  been  unable  to  prove.  He 
challenged  the  hon.  Member,  and  any 
Gentleman  on  the  opposite  bide  of  the 
House,  to  adduce  a  single  instance  in 
which  he  had  made  assertions  which  he 
had  not  been  able  to  prove. 

Mr.  Gibson  said  the  hon.  Member  for 
Knaresborough  had  made  charges  against 
the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr. 
Cobden)  which  he  had  not  substantiated. 
The  hon.  Member  had  also  made  charges 
against  manufacturers  connected  with  the 
Anti  Corn-law  League,  that  they  were 
especially  the  supporters  of  the  truck 
system.  But  against  whom  did  the  hon. 
Member  prove  this  charge  in  the  com- 
mittee he  obtained?  As  far  as  he  was 
aware,  the  charge  was  not  proved  against 
any  member  of  the  Anti  Corn-law  League ; 
it  was  proved  only  against  two  manufac- 
turers in  LaDcashire»  who  were  of  con- 
servative politics,  and  opposed  to  the 
League. 

Mr.  Ferrand  expressed  his  surprise  to 
hear  that  the  truck  system  was  proved 
against  only  two  manufacturers  in  Lanca- 
shire. He  could  tell  the  hon.  Member 
that  it  was  proved  against  scores  of 
manufacturers  in  Lancashire. 

The  several  returns,  modified  as  sug- 
gested  by  Sir  James  Graham  were  ordered. 

House  adjourned,  at  half-past  twelve 
o'clock. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Tuesday^  Februanj  21,  1843. 

MlNtTSft.!  PrriTioifn  PRBHRftTCD.  Ry  tltr  FaH  or  R.-ul- 
nor.  tnta  Lambeth.  bunilr>-.  and  thr  Oivtulo.  fur  thr 
Rq)Cftl  of  the  Com-Uw*. — (*rocn  ('trmcp«trr.  fur  Krvi> 
Trade,  ami  the  Repeal  at  the  Incimustax.— I'mm  Miltoii 
iMeredon.  flir  Churvh  Kxtennion.  Fnnii  thi*  W  nal 
I'nion.  fur  the  Repeal  i>f  the  Regiftnijttii  nf  Birih*.  etc. 
Act. —By  Lord  Campbell,  tnym  the  >cut<iit  uf  W  hitbum. 
for  a  Settlement  of  the  Scncch  i  hiin*h  «,^ue«iiiin.— R> 
the  ArchbMho|t  of  Canterbury,  and  thr  HiUhiiw  k4  IKTe> 
fined,  Chester.  BanKor,  Salubur\,  Rochr^tirr.  and  Liniv-In. 
bran  Worcntcr.  Norwich.  HocheMer.  ihe  (  \etf\  of  K«- 
■».  the  East  Riding  of  York,  the  l  lergy  of  Anf  le«n. 


Maiditooe,  Llaiiflidiretli,  UaiMtttyd, 

Staflbrd,  Ltengeflii.  TKfigBn»  Llaogvyllo^ 

Llandrygam,  Bodwiof.  TicttiMdi* 

nydd,  Llanfkei  and  Penman, ! 

Beaumarii,  Llanbedrgodi*  UanMnnaUiaiBaillbil^  I 

donna,  Llangadwaladr,  UandyiiUo.  1 

Llanfediril,  Llanlyrifteolua  and 

gf4yn,  Llantrinn  and  Ueeheycftrwy^ 

dan,     Rhodo-Geidio     and     GwvBdof, 

LlantsaintfTraid-Glyn-Ceiriag,  Uanteatyn, 

Llanfihan«el,  Tin  Syhry,  Llanbiririf .  ItntjfcMl. 

faeqhiy,  Bodedem,  LUnddyfkum, 

rough,    Llanllhangel    and     LlanWnan, 

Amlwch,  Talyllyn,  Llanedwoi,  Uanriiyddlad 

liiwydrys,    Llangeinwen.  Llanbeulana  md  Tc 

the  Repeal  of  ao much  of  6  and 7  WUL  4lh c  77*  al» 

the  Union  of  the  Sea  of  St.  Aaaph  and 


Petitions — Rules  of  the  House.] 
Lord  Campbell  rose  to  present  a  petitioii 
from  the  congregatioo  of  Whitbarnrin 
the  county  of  Linlithgow,  prajiag  that 
the  House  would  take  measurei  to  restore 
peace  to  the  Church  of  Scotland;  bvt 
having  been  informed  by  the  Clerk  that 
the  petition  was  iDformal,  id  cooseqoeBce 
of  the  signatures  being  on  a  diffeNBt 
paper  from  the  prayer  of  the  petitioa  the 
noble  liord  said,  that  he  could  vcMreh  Ibr 
the  |>etition  being  genuine  and  anthenlic, 
the  sheets  were  united  in  the  usoal  way, 
and  he  could  not  see  the  admntage  of  a 
rule  such  as  had  just  been  described  to 
him. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  if  one 
name  only  was  on  the  same  sheet  as  the 
prayer  of  the  petition,  it  had  been  tbe  nik 
of  the  House  to  receive  it;  but  where  not  a 
single  name  was  on  the  same  piece  of 
paper,  it  had  nerer  been  custooMry  to 
receive  it. 

Lord  Campbell  believed  there  was  no 
standing  order  by  which  the  rule  was  hid 
down. 

The  Earl  of  Devon  said  such  had  al- 
ways been  the  rule  of  the  House*  and  it 
had  been  found  useful  as  a  protectioB 
against  fraud. 

Lord  Brougham  admitted  there  was  no 
standing  order  on  the  point,  but  bis  noUe 
and  learned  Friend  knew  very  well  that 
there  was  a  common  law  as  well  as  a 
written  law,  and  so  it  was  in  that  House 
too.  Durinir  the  thirteen  years  that  be 
(Lord  Brougham)  had  l>een  a  Member  of 
the  HonM\  lie  had  never  heard  the  rale 
objoiti'tl  lo. 

lord  Cumjtf'ell  siill  thought  it  woold 
be  mort!  reasonable  to  allow  the  charsrier 
of  the  petition  to  r*st  upon  the  reaponsi* 
bility  of  ilie  |)eer  wlio  presented  it.  Still, 
it  stirh  M.i<  tlie  rule,  he  would  of  conree 
,  witltdr.iw  the  petition. 
i      Petition  withdrawn. 
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The  New  Houses  of  Parliament.] 
The  Marquess  of  Clanricarde  said,  he 
had  giTen  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask  a 
question  relating  to  the  progress  that  bad 
been  made  in  building  the  new  Houses  of 
Lords  and  Commons.  When  the  subject 
was  originally  considered  it  was  agreed 
that  the  most  rapid  progress  possible 
should  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  afford- 
ing proper  accommodation  to  their  Lord- 
ships. It  was  not  his  intention  to  find 
any  fault  with  what  had  been  done,  be- 
cause he  possessed  no  accurate  informa* 
tion  on  the  subject ;  but  so  far  as  he  could 
learn  from  that  genera]  information  which 
was  open  to  the  public  in  this  country,  he 
understood  that  the  arrangement,  or  agree- 
ment, to  which  he  had  alluded,  had  been 
more  or  less  departed  from.  It  was 
generally  supposed  that  it  was  considered 
desirable  to  hasten  the  completion  of  cer- 
tain ornamental  parts  of  the  building — he 
alluded  particularly  to  the  tower;  and 
that  other  important  parts  were  in  conse- 
quence delayed.  He  by  no  means  ob- 
jected to  those  ornamental  parts,  because, 
as  he  was  told,  they  would  be  worthy  of 
the  purposes  for  which  the  buildings 
themselves  were  intended ;  but  he  thought 
that  for  no  reason  should  one  hour's  delay 
be  allowed  in  giving  to  their  Lordships 
all  necessary  accommodation  in  their  place 
of  meeting.  If  this  were  not  attended  to, 
or  if  a  satisfactory  answer  were  not  given, 
he  should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  move 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  subject,  and  to  make 
such  suggestions  and  to  adopt  such  reso- 
lutions as  they  might  deem  necessary,  if 
what  he  understood  to  be  the  fact  was  so. 
He  hoped,  however,  that  such  would  not 
prove  to  be  the  case.  The  question  he 
wished  to  ask  was,  whether,  in  proceeding 
with  the  building  of  the  new  Houses  of 
Parliament,  the  arrangement  originally 
agreed  to  had  been  kept  in  view  ?  and 
whether  they  might  look  forward  to  any 
particular  definite  period  when  accommo- 
dation would  be  afforded  to  their  Lord* 
ships,  in  their  chamber,  more  fitting  than 
that  which  they  now  had. 

Lord  Whamcliffe  said,  be  should  be 
Tery  glad  if  proper  accommodation  could  be 
afforded  to  their  Lordships  immediately* 
He  had  made  inquiry  as  to  the  progress 
that  had  been  made  with  the  bnilding, 
and  he  found  that,  as  the  Victoria  Tower 
was  the  heaviest  part  of  it,  and  there  was, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  archtteet|t  probibi« 


lity  of  its  settling,  it  was  therefore,  not 
deemed  desirable  that  the  rest  of  the 
building  should  be  carried  on  until  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  Tower  was  erected. 
With  respect  to  the  erection  of  the  House 
of  Lords  before  the  other  parts  of  the 
building  were  completed,  it  was  considered 
desirable  that  the  works  should  be  carried 
on  together;  bat  that  would  not  prevent 
the  completion  of  the  House  of  Lords 
considerably  before  the  House  of  C!om- 
mons  and  the  other  parts  of  the  building. 
Certainly  there  should  be  no  unnecessary 
delay.  The  House  of  Lords  would  pro- 
bably be  ready  in  1845,  but  on  that  point 
he  spoke  loosely,  for  he  had  not  particn- 
larly  inquired  into  it. 

Lord  Brougham  said,  if  they  were  to  be 
debarred  from  proper  accommodation  for  to 
long  a  time,  after  they  had  giren  such  great 
accommodation  to  the  other  House,  it  be- 
came a  subject  of  very  serious  grievance* 
This  great  delay,  it  appeared,  was  occa- 
sioned in  consequenne  of  the  erection  of 
a  tower.  A  tower  was  to  be  added  to  the 
building  for  the  sake  of  pure  omsment. 
It  was  not  for  use— there  was  not  an  atom 
of  use  connected  with  it  He  understood 
that  it  was  described  by  (we  believe)  Mr. 
Hamilton,  than  whom  no  man  wast  more 
competent  judge,  as  a  specimen  of  the 
bad  gothic  taste  of  the  nineteenth  century* 
He  could  not  see  why  they  should  wait  to 
long  a  time,  and  expend  to  mneh  money, 
on  a  mere  matter  of  ornament.  He 
wished  the  necessity  of  proceediof,  as 
was  at  first  arranged,  should  be  urged  on 
Mr.  Barry.  Their  Lordships  were  to  have 
been  aceomodated  in  the  first  instance ; 
but  now  they  were  told  that  the  whole  of 
the  buildings  were  to  go  on  pari  paum 
He  should  say  nothing  about  the  reaaoii 
assigned  for  that ;  bat  he  wished  to  have 
the  bargain  originally  entered  tntowhen 
they  gave  up  their  Hoose  to  the  Commoos 
strictlT  performed— » namely,  that  theur 
Lordships  should  have  ample  accommoda- 
tion TCiy  speedily.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons bad  never  been  better  off  for 
accommodation  than  at  present.  Not  that 
he  could  sa^  this  from  any  personal  know- 
ledge of  h»  own,  for  since  the  day  on 
which  he  received  the  Great  Seal,  be  hid 
never  crosaed  the  threshold  of  the  Hooso 
of  Comnsona.  Bat  nothing  conU  be 
worse  than  the  accommodation  of  their 
Lordships ;  and  sorelv  the  oonvenienoe  of 
their  Limshi|fli8boolaaleo  be  attended  to. 
Their  libniy,  h»  mdecHMrtd  fioB'Mr« 
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LearVy  was  in  such  a  state,  that  there  was 
no  place  in  which  to  put  certain  presents 
of  books  received  from  the  king  of  the 
French. 

Viscount  Duncannon  considered  that 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  would  be 
most  satisfactory.  It  was  now  eight  years 
since  the  building  was  commenced,  and 
the  architect  stated  at  the  time  of  the 
contract  that  within  seven  years  the  work 
would  be  sufiSciently  advanced  to  enable 
their  Lordships  to  have  all  the  accomoda- 
tion necessary.  Some  two  or  three  years 
ago  he  asked  when  it  was  likely  that  the 
building  would  be  sufficienily  advanced 
to  enable  their  Lordships  to  sit  in  their 
own  House,  and  was  told  by  the  Session  of 
1844.  There  was  another  inconvenience 
to  which  he  would  advert,  because  he 
thought  it  a  really  serious  one,  he  alluded 
to  the  air  and  light  which  would  be  all  cut 
off,  in  a  very  short  time,  by  the  height  of 
the  building  how  going  on  close  by  the 
present  House. 

The  Marquess  of  LanscUnvne  said,  that 
undoubtedly  their  Lordships  had  made  a 
great  sacrifice  in  giving  up  the  accomoda- 
tion which  they  possessed  to  the  other 
House  under  an  agreement  that  proper 
accomodation  would  be  speedily  provided 
for  thei  Lordships.  Such  accommodation 
had  not  been  provided,  and  therefore,  he 
agreed  with  his  noble  Friend  near  him 
that  it  would  be  proper  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  not 
with  a  view  to  making  any  alterations  in 
what  was  intended  to  be  done,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  how  the  work  could  be 
expedited.  He  should  be  very  sorry  to 
see  the  tower  abandoned.  His  noble  and 
learned  Friend  had  indeed  said  that  it 
would  be  useless.  That,  however,  was 
not  the  case,  because  it  was  intended  to 
serve  as  a  receptacle  for  public  records, 
and  a  very  safe  and  secure  receptacle  it 
would  be.  There  was,  however,  no  ques- 
tion tietween  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
and  himself  as  to  the  necessity  of  pro- 
curing, as  soon  as  possible,  better  ucco- 
modaiion  for  their  Lordships  than  their 
present  place  of  mcciing  atVoidcd. 

Lord  Campbell  said,  that  the  greatest 
inconvenience  was  felt  by  those  of  their 
Lordships  who  sat  from  ten  o*clock  till 
half-past  four  o'clock.  The  alternate 
heat  and  cold  of  the  place  made  it  at  one 
lime  a  cold  bath,  and  at  another  a  vapour 
bath.  Having  recently  come  from  the  i 
House  of  Commons^  he  could  take  it  on  j 


himself  to  say  that  that  Houm  Mad  bf  in 
no  hurry ;  the  ventilatioo  there  wu  eactl- 
lent*  and  the  temperature  agreeablt. 

Lord  Sudeley  saw  no  reasoo  why  the 
whole  of  the  new  building  ihoald  procti 
simultaneously.  It  night  be  detiiabh  le 
have  all  the  walls  carried  up  to  the  mmm 
height.  The  whole  of  the  exterior  nlgto 
be  completed  at  one  tine,  bet  the  ii 
of  the  several  aparlnenta  nighl  bo 
ished  at  vark>ut  timet.  He  seer  ao 
reason  why  the  House  of  Lorda  na%lil  ael 
be  completed  in  1844. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  ioqoito 
into  the  progress  of  building  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament. 

Adjourned  till  Thursday* 

HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  February  21. 1842. 
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oombc,  Rhhrnedog,  lllmaiit.  Pcrtigfueli 

FcMinim,  and  Mahatwnig,  UanfodHcUi, 

elltyd.  SalYllyn,  DolgeUaw.  Kinnerly. 

eil.    Cloeaenag,   Cerrigdtvk 

UaauwrhUyn,    Towyn,    Maawyd. 

Stafford.    Deanery    uf    Ertimancr. 

ATdudwy.  agatauC  the  Union  of  the  Sea  of 
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Bill  of  lart  iriiion  idalive  to  tha 

Veneh.— From  Thooas  Vaughan,  for  a  BIB  !• 

Wagta. 

Financial  Statbmrkt.]  Mr.  IFolfaoB 
seeing  the  risbt  bon.  Oentleman  tbt  Fint 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  in  hit  place,  wial^d 
to  put  a  question  to  him  with  raspect  lo 
the  proceedings  he  meant  to  adopt  reUlm 
to  the  commerce  and  6nancea  of  thm 
country.  On  the  4th  of  March  last  JwUp 
the  ri^ht  hon.  Baronet  told  theHottaelhM 
as  soon  as  he  bad  got  a  vote  of  aoppiy  lie 
would  state  the  course  be  meant  to  edopi 
as  to  his  commercial  and  fioancial  wm^ 
surrs,  and  on  the  V2ih  March  he  laid  hie 
mtercstiiig  statement  before  the  Hooee. 
He  represented  a  large  and  inporteat 
community,  which  bad  a  greet  ateke  hs 
commerce,  and  he  wished  lo  ioquiie  vhe* 


103? 


Cmivct  of 


ther  the  right  hon.  Osntlemnn  had 
up  hif  mmd,  and  would  comrounicaie  to 
the  House,  vhat  would  b«  hit  courie  of 
pucceding  e«  to  ihe  commercial  and 
HDBncial  meaiurea  be  might  briog  Tor- 
ward  ? 

Sir  R.  Peel  apprehended  that  the 
queitioR  which  the  hon.  GeDtlEmun  lia<l 
asked  him,  and  of  which  he  [md  been 
good  enough  to  give  notice,  in  substance 
laeanl,  ai  what  time  her  Majesty's  Oo- 
Tern  men  I  would  hring  forward  thrir  finan- 
cial atatemeni,  or  budget,  for  the  year. 
He  could  onlyatategeaerallj,  that  al  as 
earl;  a  period  aa  wai  poiiiUe,  her  IVIa- 
jeily'i  Governrnent  would  iubniit  lo  Ihe 
House  their  views  aa  to  the  finam-ial 
condition  of  the  countrj,  and,  of  course, 
ill  bearing  on  the  commetcial  murcsts ; 
but  he  could  not  lead  the  hon.  Genllemaii 
to  eipect  that  it  would  be  al  an  earlier 
period  of  the  Session  ibSD  had  been  usual 
in  former  years.  Uf  conrie  il  wrs  de- 
sirable that  progress  ahould  (!rai  be  made 
in  the  ealimatea,  and  apeciillj  under  ihe 
pariicular  circumstancea  of  the  pieseni 
year.  He  was  sure  the  boD.  Gentteman 
would  aee  that  there  were  particular 
reawna  in  the  pretent  year,  on  accouni  of 
which  it  would  be  highly  inconvenient  lo 
aniicipale  the  naual  period  of  Ihe  finnn- 
cial  statement, 

Mr.  WaHaee  wished  to  understand 
whether  the  House  were  notlo  expect  the 
statement  until  after  the  5ih  of  April. 

Sir  R.  Pttl:  GerUinly  not  till  after 
Ihe  5ib  of  Apiil—Kiuarler-dBy. 

COVDVCT    OF    LOBD     ABIMIlEn] 

Mr.  T.  DtOKombe  md  he  roie  io  pur- 
suance of  the  notice  he  had  given,  and  is 
compliance  with  the  vialiea  of  large 
bodies  of  his  countrymen  expressed  to 
him,  to  discharge  a  painful  pabllc  <luty,  by 
calling  the  attention  of  that  HoU't:  In  the 
manner  in  which  the  Lord  Chiif  H^iron 
Abinger  discharged  his  duty  u  .i  Ju()>;t' 
during  the  late  special  commhsii'n  i^-ii'.d 
for  the  countiea  of  Lancaahin  nnd  (.'lit. 
shire.  In  asking  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  mbjeet,  he  did  hot  prefer 
any  claim  on  his  own  Koonnt,  but  be  im- 
plored it  on  the  part  of  nilliona  of  the 
unprotected,  unenAvnchised  pour  among 
their  MkrwKbjecta.  He  Wm  ntisfied  he 
sliMid  not  nake  this  kppMl  in  niiu,  espe- 
cially when  b*  coasidewd  ttat  in  former 
daya,  tf  there  was  one  iubiici  more  than 
notbc*  «D  which  the  HmiH  cf  Commona 
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had  been  jealous  It  wai  the  admiiiiatnitioa 

ofjiutke.  Their  first  object  had  erar  beta 

lo  Keep  that  pnr^  and  to  wMldi  the  BHi  DOT 

which  toe  jndgea  ftppMnted  by  the 

nrn  held  the  scaJea  of  jnttioe  hetireaa 


Crown 

the  nrerogitivM  of  the  Sovereign  on  the 
one  hand,  and  tha  rigbia  at  tho  peoplB  M 
the  other.  Now,  iho  «harg«.  he  had  to 
nuke  against  Loid  Chief  Baron  Abisger'a 
coodoctoo  the  special  ooomiMMn  wen, 
that  he  had  diadargad  fail  dn^  in  a 
nnooer  that  waa  paiuu,  unoonatitHtlooal, 
and  oj^reasivo  to  thoaa  who  were  btonght 
before  him— that  be  diaohotged  it  in  a 
rancotwi,  nali^ant,  poUtieal,  and  pwMr 
■fnrit  to  the  priBonen  who  were  plaeM 
at  tbe  bar  4rf  tie  coort  over  which  be  pte- 
•ided.  Dnring  the  last  Saesion  of  Parlia* 
■ent  ft  caae  connected  with  the  adminla* 
tntion  of  jnstioe  in  Ireland  wae  broo^t 
before  the  Home  by  the  right  ban.  aad 
learned  Member  for  Dungarvoo,  and  be 
remembered  that  on  that  occasion  a  charge 
of  Lord  Chief  Justice  Penne&ther  was  leiu, 
wherein  he  statcdt  that  if  tbete  waa  a 
place  in  which  the  coednct  of  the  hur 
officers  of  the  Crown  or  of  the  jndgea  waa 
to  be  canvassed,  the  Honse  of  CMnnoM 
waa  that  place.  He  now  ba 
ton,  in  confbrtnily  with  the  i 
that  knroed  judge,  to  call  their  attestUn 
to  the  conduct  «  the  Lord  Chief  Benn. 
He  knew  not  whether  hon.  Gentlemen  luid 
forgotten  the  fieeling  nieed  among  the 
pnbHe— the  storm  of  indigeatbw  and  ffla- 

Eft  exited  among  all  man  oat  «tf  that 
mee  at  fcaat—at  the  dams  whiefa  Leti 
Abtnnr  dellvoed.  and  the  maoiMr  in 
whira  ttat  jndge  ennuned  tip  dm  erldeMt 
In  several  casei^  aa  wdl  as  the  aentenew 
which  he  paaaed  on  the  nnbrtonate  pd- 
aoav*.  lie  House  adg^  bate  fawnttoB 
thefaUngthu  then  aaJaled ;  but.  at  all 
eventa,  iftbaybad.  bo  rfienld  MitUi 
duty  to  tefrmfa  their  memeriN,  and  bo 
knew  no  bettor  meaaa  of  teatinv  public 
'it«diraet&n,tbaB 
by  abowing  what  wta  the  opinion  of  tbe 
on  tbia  ooeamon.  If  tb« 
at  aU  a  reflection  ot  pnUb 
o|Hidoa,  or  if  there  were  the  moat  dfataat 
'itkn  in  truth  tat  the  artidea  wbkh 
appeared  ia  ite  argaai,  be  i^  k 
faaooaea  the  boundan  do) 


He  now  bwged,  Aero- 
be «eIantiimof 


wauM 


doty  of  tbM 
a  fbU  inauirj  iaie  Aa 
daina  be  bad  to  make.  He  clialhnnd 
My  ban,  Oeetleman  U  Aov  bin  •  rirte 
smn  at  Aa  jwm,  Ucb  ToiT.  WUL 
Kediad.  Cbar&t.  bU^Am*  «  hm 
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IjOTd  Abinger  on  that  occasion.  He  must 
say  that  tlic  manner  in  which  the  public 
press  treated  the  charges  delivered  by  the 
Lord  Chief  Baron  and  by  Lord  Chief  Jus- 
tice Tindal  on  the  same  occasion  was  highly 
creditable  to  them.  If  he  had  a  doubt 
of  the  view  he  was  about  to  Uikc  of  these 
charges,  and  of  the  conduct  of  I^rd  Abin- 
^r,  he  Deed  only  quote  a  pass^e  from  the 
Times,  which  cDDdemncfl  the  charges  of 
Lord  Abinger  \a  the  strongest  terms.  In 
the  first  place  he  might  obserre  that  every 
portion  of  the  press,  whether  daily,  period- 
ical, London,  or  provincial,  was  ioua  in  its 
censure  and  in  inrectivea  against  the  coo- 
duct  of  Lord  Abinger.  What  said  that 
which  was  called  the  leading  journal  of 
Enrope  ?  Had  it  a  word  to  say  in  faTOur 
of  Lord  Abinger?  Haviog  contrasted  the 
charge  of  the  Lord  Chief  Bmron  with  that 
of  Chief  Justice  Tindal,  tlie  writer  pro- 
ceeded:— 

"  Speaking  conslilulioaatly,  this  was  iiol  the 
voice  of  an  individual—it  is  not  even  aimply 
the  voice  of  one  in  authority — ii  is  ihe  voice  of 
the  commoQ  law  of  England." 

In  another  article  published  in  the 
Timet,  in  which  comments  were  made  on 
some  speeches  delivered  at  public  meetings, 
which  he  (Mr.  T.  Buncombe)  attended, 
and  where  the  charges  of  Lord  Abinger 
were  severely  condemned,  the  writer,  hav- 
iug  found  fault  with  those  speeches,  s<iid — 

"  Wc  must  guard  uursdvrs  from  bciiif{  sup- 
posed to  express  :iu  unqualified  opinion  uf  all 
that  Lord  Abinger  baa  said  or  done  in  the  per- 
formances of  his  trying  otiicc.  We  arc  inclined 
to  regret  (he  sevt^rily  of  some  of  those  punish- 
ments with  which  he  has  visited  many  of  tlic 
subordinates  in  this  iU-juilged  and  ill-fated 
rising,  Wc  regret  that  acts,  searciLy  amount- 
ing to  tumultous  begging,  and  with  no  proof 
of  violence,  should  in  these  excited  llmei  have 
been  visited  with  transportalioD,  which,  as  rob- 
bery, has  been  awarded." 

Taking  the  other  side  of  tlic  tjucstion,  he 
would  refer  tothulauguagcof  tho.lfornin^ 
Chronicle.  [Here  fiir  R.Acrl  Peel  xmilriL] 
The  rif^ht  lion.  Baronet  niiglit  smile-  He 
dared  to  say  the  right  lion.  Uaronct  did  not 
approve  of  all  the  sentiments  cxprcs!<cd  itt 
the  Mormiiy:  Chronich;  any  more  than  lie 
did  perhaps  always  appnivc  tha:>c  of  the 
Times.  The  Montiui;  Chnmiclr  said,  after 
the  opening  of  the  Liverpool  sittings : — 

"  If  the  sentiments  attributed  to  l^rd 
Abingct  in  reports  of  his  previous  charges  are 
objeclionablc,  those  attributed  to  biiu  in  Ibis 
last  cbjtge  are  infinitely  more  bO.  Indeed, 
we  can  liardly  conceive  it  possible  to  cram  a 


greater  number  of  quest!  enable  nay,abawrt  pM 
positions  into  the  same  space.  WepaMimriha 
insinuations  levelled  at  the  ADti-ConSiJaw 
League  in  the  allusion  to  the  'scfat—  of  pv- 
sons  who  considered  that  a  genanl  tan  ■■! 
might  be  advantageous  to  their  peoiKar  polili* 
cal  objects,'  and  proceed  at  once  to  boIim 
some  of  the  gross  mis-statement*  CMilli— J  m 
this  report.  It  is  always  our  wish  W  btt  Mt 
to  treat  with  reverence  ihoce  who  an  dotfaad 
with  judicial  anlliority.  Had  Lord  AbsifM', 
in  his  charges,  imitated  the  wisdom  and  ma- 
deration  of  Chief  Justice  Tindal,  h«  ■ 
equally  have  commanded  oar  appr  ' 
But  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  has  d 
quit  that  path  in  which  be  could  tread  ••cmlr, 
for  one  in  which  his  gait  is  most  unMsahr.  It 
is  not  for  a  judge  to  propound  from  tha  jod^ 
ment-seat  doctrines  of  a  queslitmable  cte- 
racter;  and  if  any  one  judge  it  lea*  Ihn 
another  entitled  to  dogmatiae  on  snlyecla  tmA 
as  those  we  have  notitied— it  is  Lord  Abjagw. 
When  in  the  House  of  Commoos,  h«  WM 
never  able  to  rise  to  the  level  of  aoj  noMal 
question,  and  in  the  House  of  Lorda  M  bM 
never  distiogoished  himself  by  the  compttho 
siveuess  of  his  views." 

Hie  Aforning  Herald  spoke  oo  tbu  tdb- 
jectas  follows : — 

"  We  doubt  whether  the  mode  of  ei*iB( 
some  of  the  matter  contained  in  tbeaa  cnargt* 
publicity  and  circulation  is  very  judicioua  uid 
appropriate.  IlinLordship'schargesat  Cbcatct 
and  Liverpool  do  not  read  so  judiciously  as  thM 
of  .Sir  Nicholas  Tindal  at  Stafford  ;  thcv  octa- 
sioiially  iruvel  out  of  the  records  before  bis 
Lordship  and  wander  into  the  regioni  occapied 
by  political  contruveiaialists :  they  aim  at 
more  than  is  perhaps  strictly  within  Iba  pro- 
vince of  a  chan;c  to  ilie  grand  jury,  and  dM> 
cuss  subjects  which  will  not  assist  tbe  aobla 
judge's  auditory  in  disposing  of  tbe  biUi 
brought  before  them.  Lord  Abinger's  ad- 
dresses are,  in  short,  what  are  termed  political 
charges.  .  .  .  '  Proper  things  in  thaii 
propiT  places  ;  is  a  homely  adage ;  Chief  Jw- 
tice  Tlndal's  charge  is  an  admirable  illaitia- 
lion  of  it ;  Lord  Abinger's  charge*  here  and 
there  oETend  against  it.  .  .  The  Lord  Cbtaf 
Baron  devoted  but  small  portions  af  hit  ad- 
drcues  to  an  exposition  of  tbe  law  ;  be  rashcd 
at  once  ioto  political  considerations,  indulged 
in  disquisitions  on  (he  tenets  of  '  a  kind  of 
mcu  called  Ch:iiii3ts' — declaimed  asaiosl  de- 
mocracy (icnctally — declared  the  adoption  of 
the  Charter  to  be  cijuivaleni  to  the  deaimcliaa 
of  the  monarchy — suggested  that  Uie  Govern- 
ment was  moit  leaieni  in  not  instiinting  ia. 
diciments  for  high  treason  in  many  of  tbe  casaa 
to  be  tried." 

The  Morning  Adverlitcraiaaeaitiemaei, 
in  very  strung  terms,  the  condtict  of  Lori 
Abinger.    They  were  aa  follaw  :— 

"  Lord  Abioger  is  proring  himself  to  be  to 
the  Tory  Govenunent  what  us  Lonlihip  ippoa 
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silely  described  Suisse  l<f  be  to  the  Marquess 
of  liertford,  '  an  infaluable  lerrant,'  lo  whun 
no  dirty  wotk  comes  amus.  Yesterday  wi 
commenied  upoo  his  Lordship's  charge  id  thi 
grand  jury  at  Chester,  and  to-day  we  refer  U 
ihe  report  in  anolhei  part  of  our  paper  of  i 
similar  charge  on  cpening  the  special  coniini» 
sioD  in  Liverpool.  We  have  no  besil:iiiuii  ii 
pronouDciog  both  of  these  charges  a  disgraci 
10  the  Bench,  whereto  the  public  have  been 
taught  to  look  lalher  for  an  imparlial  and  lem- 

Jerate  exposition  of  Ihe  law,  than  for  political 
isqnisilioni,  or  such  liberticide  harangues  as 
those  by  which  Lord  Abinger  has  desecruied 
it.  We  have  already  expressed  our  eonviciior 
that  the  object  of  the  Tories  is  to  suppress  all 
expresxionof  public  wrongs  and  opinion,  undei 
pretence  of  quelling  insurrectionary  matiifeata- 
tions,  and  Lord  Abinger's  charges  most  fear- 
fnlly  confirm  (his  apprehension.  By  his  Loid. 
ship's  exposition  of  ihe  law,  the  mere  fact  of 
seekiog  any  change  in  the  system  of  CoTcrn- 
menl,  by  means  calculated  lo  alarm  the  uuiho. 
ritie*,  is  equivatent  lo  an  overt  act  of  treason  ,* 
so  that  the  people,  in  such  cue,  have  nothing 
lo  do  but  to  hug  their  chains,  lest  their  very 
rattling  might  disturb  the  repose  of  their  task- 
masters. We  have  merely  space  Ihu.'^  bneUy 
to  direct  attention  to  the  speech  preparaiury 
to  the  analysis,  esposure,  and  denunciaiion  of 
its  flagrant  aggression  against  the  con: 
liooal  rights  of  the  people." 

That  was  the  opiDton  of  the  London 
press:  hewouldtalejuBtoneinstabcerrom 
aprovJDcial journal, theJIfiiccfef^/r^  Chro- 
ttkle,  which  said — 

"  Lord  Abinger  delivered  a  leogthv  charge 
lo  the  grand  jury  at  Liverpool,  on  Monday, 


almost  entirelyof  attacks  upon  the  Ami. Corn- 
law  League  and  the  Chartists.  This  learned 
judge— this  renegade  Whig  vents  his  Toryism 
in  the  most  ignorant  comments  upon  free- 
trade,  and  lakes  upon  himself  to  be  tlii:  guar- 
dian par  exallence  of  public  opinion.  We 
venlure  to  assert,  thai  there  is  scarcely  a  single 
man,  whose  office  leads  him  to  animadvert 
upon  human  wickedness,  in  whose  history 
will  be  found  crowded  a  greater  mass  of  poli- 
tical inbmy." 

That  was  the  language  of  the  public 
press,  the  voice  of  public  o^nion,  which 
was  certainly  not  disposed,  unless  ou  good 
grounds,  to  undervalue  judicial  authority. 
Could  we  expect  that  the  Bench  would  re- 
tain any  share  of  public  req>ect,  for  the 
authority  which  should  belong  to  it,  if  just 
grounds  were  aSbrded  for  aocb  imputa- 
tions 00  its  occupants.  He  had  the  firmest 
belief  that  he  could  proTe  the  charges 
brought  against  Lord  Abinger  to  be  well 
founded,  if  the  House  would  grant  his  de- 
toand  fbr  ioquiryi    It  wooU  ill  become 


the  House  to  refuse  such  a  request.  He 
believed  the  motion  he  was  abmit  to  make 
\ras  strictly  feunded  on  precedent,  and  am* 
formublc  to  the  nnge  which  had  ofatatDed 
in  similar  cases  of  ancient  date.  There  had 
been  immeroiu  instances  in  former  timeaof 
the  putiisliments  of  judges  who  had  been 
brought  before  the  Bar  of  thst  Hooae. 
Judges  who  had  mtscooducted  tbeaHelTea 
had  been  Gned,  imprisoned,  nod  removed, 
and  bad,  he  mi^tsaT)  been  executed.  He 
was  not  asking  the  Houae  at  the  premt 
moment  to  {vonounoeanTounioaiipoatbe 
guilt  or  innocence  of  the  lean>ed  Lotit 
but  if  he  (Mr.  Duncombe)  could  prare  at 
the  Bar  ofthe  House  that  that  leanwd 
Lord  had  beeo  guilty  of  the  chaiges  whidi 
he  (Mr.  Duncombe)  impated  to  him.  It 
must  be  the  <^>inion  of  every  man  Hut  tlw 
learned  I/>rd  was  unworthy  to  act  Id  hie 
judicial  capacity.  Without  gtnng  hack  to 
ancient  dmes  for  precedents,  be  wooU 
advert  to  those  of  more  recent  d«t&  la 
the  case  of  Keorick,  who  was  a  Snrr^ 
magiBtrale  and  a  Welch  judge,  hir,, 
now  Ijinl  Denman,  made  a  motitm  id  the 
House  very  similar  to  that  of  which  Im  had 
given  notice,  which  was  to  call  witnesMt 
to  the  Bar  in  confirmation  of  i' 
brought  forward.  That  in 
to  unanimously.  There  was  a  lit^  co- 
quettioe  it  wu  true ;  but  the  case  waa  n 
good,  tnat  the  ririit  hoa.  Baronet  Mnr 
sitting  opposite  at  uat  ooasmted  that  u 
iiKluiry  should  be  institated  into  the  coo- 
duct  of  this  magistrate  aod  judge.  Tbe 
result  of  the  inquiry  wa^  tut  fir,  DeK. 
man  morada  TOleofceaauie.  Hm  ri^t 
Hon.  Baronet,  then  moved  aa  an  amnd. 
ment,  that  the  committee  lutTing  b«vd 
evidence  in  support  ot  the  allegatioM  of 
the  petitioners,  and  having  heard  coomd 
oil  behalf  of  Mr.  Kniri^,  did  not  think  ft 
necessary  to  fecowmend  to  die  House  dw 
institutioQ  of  any  fnrdwr  prooaediaob 
There  the  mattw  dnmedi  but  he  (lli^ 
Duncombe)  heHnnd  that  the  geoeruoi^ 
pression  of  fading  waa  so  atrong  apinat 
the  condnet  of  w.  Kuiri^  th^  at  r»> 
signed  bis  jodgeaUp,  althoogh  he  nmalnad 
in  the  cgmmiajion  of  the  pence.  The  next 
case  to  whid  he  would  advert  wh  that  of 
Baron  Smith,  ag^DMlrii 
wercmadeinAe year  1884;  thefi 
neglect  of  dotf,  itHDomdi  M  ba  had  kept 
his  court  sitting  too  lata  at  nlrii^  wUn 
be  badnotatlnded'ltaitfieientiyeii^Sii 
the  mondng;  and  the  aaeaad  euign  wa^ 
tbe  intiodactian  of  poDded  tajdd  Ip  Ui 
charges  tv  th»-ff«M  j«iai'B-*MMk 
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That  case  was  brought  under  the  ton- 
■ideralion  of  the  House  by  the  hoD.  and 
learned  Member  for  the  county  of  Cork. 
Now,  he  (Mr.  Dunoombe)  B|iprehended 
that  all  he  had  at  present  to  do  was  to  es- 
tablish a  primd  facie  case  for  inquiry  ;  for 
he  did  not  ask  the  House  to  prejudge  the 

ration.  That  was  the  position  taken  bj' 
noble  Lord  then,  as  now  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies,  and  who  he  regretted,  was 
Dot  now  in  his  place.  Id  the  case  of  Baron 
Smith.  Now  tie  contended  that  his  case 
was  stronger  than  that  brought  forward 
by  Mr.  OConnell  against  Baron  Smith. 
He  complained  not  ooly  of  the  topics  in- 
trodncea  into  the  charges  of  Lord  Abinger 
but  of  hii  summing  up  beforo  the  petty 
jurv,  and  of  hts  conduct — he  had  almost 
said,  his  brutal  conduct —>  towards  the 
prisoners  at  the  bar,  in  passing  sentence 
upon  them.  In  the  esse  of  Baron  Smith 
ft  was  urged  that  a  sufticient  case  had  not 
been  made  out  for  the  inquiry;  but  Lord 
Stanley  (then  Mr.  Secretary  Stanley) 
in  answer  to  that  said — 

"Whalevsr  circuinilaDGM  of  palliation— 
whatever  circumstincci  of  justiRcalioo,  Ibeie 
may  be,  depend  upon  It  iliii  case  cannot 
stand  without  inquiry  and  inTesligntion." 

Now,  that  waa  exactly  what  Ite  said 
with  relation  to  Lord  Abingcr.  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Stanley  went  on  to  say  :— 

"It  cannot  lo  sUnd— it  ought  not  to  to 
alMoA  ;  and  ihe  hon.  and  learned  GenltamaD 
who  cxpTCHei  such  anxiety  lo  lupport  the  due 
authority  of  the  law,  and  the  nprrghl  and  fair 
admloiiirstioD  of  justice  in  Ireland,  may  be* 
liare  mc  when  I  say — which  1  do  taosi  ccn- 
idenlioiuly,  as  fron  the  bollom  of  my  heail 
— (hat  thai  audiority,  and  that  support  are 
best  eiTCO  and  best  lecured  by  taking  care 
tliat,  if  poMibls,  no  doubtful  cam  ihall  occur, 
and  that  it  ihej  do  occur,  no  attempt  (hall  be 
made  lo  prereni  a  full  and  public  inquiry  inlo 
tbam.  Sir,  it  is  with  this  view  wishing  to  cast 
no  iaipatatioii  on  Baron  fjmiib,  for  whom  I 
•nieitsin  (he  ni09l  unfeigned  reipect,  still  \eai 
desiron*  of  doing  anything  to  sutiTert  the  au> 
iborily  of  Ihe  law,  and  least  of  all  desirous  of 
acccdmg  lo  anything  that  might  counleoaiice 
agitation  in  Ireland,  whether  political  or  pre- 
dial, and  believing  ihal  the  support  of  the  law 
and  the  authoTily  of  justice  may  be  beat  oiain- 
taiaed  br  allowing  a  due  nercise  of  control  to 
the  put4ie  opinion  and  Ibe  public  sentiment, 
fcy  ifcowing  Uat  in  Ihe  Brilinh  Home  of  Cob» 
Mons  the  inleresls  of  Iriifa  justice  are  not  leu 
attended  lo  iIud  ibe  inlsritis  of  Knglis h  jui- 
lice  1  1  say,  Sir,  that  it  is  with  this  view,  and 
on  litis  fround,  thai  while  I  should  rr^iji  any 
motion  titat  tended  to  remove  with  ignominy 
this  judge  from  the  bench,  at  the  ume  tine  1 , 


{COMMONS} 
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iau 


hat  in  ray  conscientioas  jndfmMI,  t 
been  made  out  for  Inoairy  iMB  Ito 
circumstances  in  question,  and  rar  exaamiig 
whether  any  justification  may  be  MMocad  fct 
that  which  on  the  face  of  it  appears  to  Ma  a4^ 
viaiion  from  the  ordinary  duties  of  a  itidge.lW 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  san.  If  mftnt 
this  inquiry,  we  condemn  Sir  WilEan  SmM. 
WedonosDchtfaing.  All weadmitii,dnt«^ 
ihelace  of  thecasetltere  is  greund  fiir  iaqvif. 
I  impute  no  corrupt  notiTs— I  impim  DMite 
at  all ;  all  I  say  is,  that  ther«  has  bora  Wl 
before  me  on  ifte  one  hand,  and  not  dtalii  M 
the  other,  a  case  of  detiatioa  tmm  that  wUtk 
I  consider  to  be  the  strict  lina  of  a  Jndga^ 
duly.  It  is  for  that  jndge,  and  fet  ibOM  ^m 
defend  him,  to  show  whether  thai  ehw|a  cM 
or  not  be  satisfaclority  refuted.  All  IM  CM 
be  said  is,  that  there  is  a  priaid  Jkk  CSM  Ibr 
inquiry." 

The  House  would  remenbcr  tba^  altar 
the  lapse  of  three  weeka  or  a  month  lAv 
that  debate,  a  motion  was  mada  bv  tbs 
right  hon.  Baronet  oppoaite  (Sir  B. 
Knatchbull),  that  conaidoing  the  ItuAk 
of  time  Baron  Smith  had  Jtma  Od  ub 
beDch-~that  he  had  servad  hia  couitij  fcr 
thirty  ^esrs,  aud  that  thia  was  th«  ink 
time  his  conduct  had  baen  ^imtkavd,  tb« 
vote  for  appointing  a  select  coBBiltn  to 
inquire  into  the  alkgationa  abmld  htn- 
acinded.  But  eren  that  waa  raaiatMib|f 
the  noble  Lord  opposite,  then  Mr.  StaBlty. 
and  the  motion  waa  carried  by  ■  dt^orily 
of  six,  after  a  lung  debate.  And  upon 
that  occasion  u  hat  were  the  exprcarfooa  of 
Mr.  Stanley : — 

"  I  say,  that  I  have  not  that  fear  wbiab  lb* 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  E.  Knaichbvll}  aiprwaM,  of 
subjecting  the  administration  of  jnstico  to  Ibo 
caprice  of  a  popular  assembly.  If  iba  UoMM 
of  Commons  wish  to  have  all  the  alataaaolB 
brought  before  them,  on  which  tbey  abosU 
think  a  sufficient  cause  made  oul  Ibr  iMliUlla| 
an  inquiry,  they  should  desii*  lo  ba  wila 
more  perfectly  acquainted,  not  only  wftfc 
the  facts  that  can  be  alleged  on  tb*  oao 
side,  but  with  the  jnsliflcalions  whi^  nay 
hi:  tendered  on  thi  other,  to  older  lb*! 
they  may  be  enabled  to  decide  wheihar  Iba 
matter  be  of  that  weight  and  inpoittMa 
which  should  lead  Ihem  to  take  any  nllaior 

There  was  another  speech  upn  the  ate 
of  Baron  Smith,  dclircred  by  a  noble  Ltwi 
then  an  hon.  Member  of  thia  Honav,  of 
whose  integrity  and  nf  the  ralue  at  i 
opinion  he  (Mr.  Duncombe)  appniM 
there  could  be  tm  dispute.  He  allndcd  to 
tht:  then  Sol  id  tor- general,  m>w  Lm4 
Cottcnham.  That  noble  sod  kamcd  pcnBB 
delivered  his  seBtiiii«itB  tbaa.-o- 


{tn.  fit) 


1M« 


"  It  ippura  he  vKilooljp  dilivarad  wtial 
uuBt  ba  contidflnd  a  poliiical  pirtr  IwnngiiE 
— JDtulling  to  ntany  of  the  grand  jni^rmea  who 
beftrd  it,  both  with  regard  lo  noliuoi  and  to 
religioD,  In  EnjUnd,  no  tvca  practice  pre- 
vail) ;  and  to  avoid  all  temptation  to  the  judge 
to  become  a  partiian,  it  il  conildered  Incoii- 
aislenl  with  etiqaelte  that  the  bar  should  be 
preient  whllit  be  it  deliTering  bla  charge. 
....  It  il  Ihe  duly  of  the  judge  lo  in- 
stract  the  grand  jury  on  the  iul^ject  of  Ihe  bills 
aboDt  to  be  brought  before  them,  and  nut  lo 
enter  into  polillcat  matleri,  oi  make  aii  La- 
rmogue  on  doclrinei  and  opinioni,  with  Te»|>eci 
lo  which  itiBDy  of  the  jurymen  mi^t  think  very 
differenll)'  Trom  bimgelf.  It  teecnt  to  »»  that 
if  this  practice  were  to  obtain,  a  grand  joryman 
might  get  up  and  answer  my  Lord  Jodge :  be 
might  say — *  My  I<ord,  I  am  of  a  diffe,-reni 
party  in  politics  1 1  am  of  a  different  religion  :' 
and  1  should  likelo  tee  the  judge  who  would 
have  the  hardihood  lo  commit  such  a  ji 
True,  the  judge  might  In  answer  say- 
not  a  debating  club,  but  a  court  of  jiuuoe,  iiirn 
you  mutt  not  repl^  upon  Ihe  bench  :*  but  gniglii 
not  the  juryman,  10  return,  in forni  his  LoKlsiii|i 
Ihai  he  should  have  considered  that  befoTi.'  I>e 
made  his  inflammatory  haraugae?  The  liun. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  layi,  he  h 
prepared  to  prove  his  case)  and  iFit  should  be 
proved,  I  My  that  this  judge  ought  no  fcioger 
to  remain  in  the  teat  of  JMgment.  It  is  not 
proposed  that  we  should  immedialelj  wldreHi 
the  Crown  to  remove  him;  the  reealtofilie 
inqairj  may  be  to  prave  ihal  ihe  boa.  -.xu^i 
learned  Member  is  miainfomiedt  and  ilini 
there  iano  ground  for  the  allegations  «rb»cli  he 
basmade.  leameatlypraylthaiiheleaniediLiiI^c 
may  be  honourably  acquitted  of  Ihe  clisr^i: 
brought  against  him,  if  ifaeybe  not  well  fbunJ- 
ed;  and  if  that  thould  be  tbe  result,  he  will 
letum  lo  Ireland  in  iriumpb,  jnaliM  In  ilie 
coDiae  he  ha*  pnrsBed.  It  aeeua  to  ma  iliai, 
i»  justice  lo  Ur.  Baron  Smith,  we  art  Inpera- 
lively  called  oa  to  graiit  this  iequliy." 

The  Boble  Lord  tbe  Menbtr  fiir  (he 
city  of  Loodoa,  whotn  b«  wm  wcwtj  vot  lo 
«ee  in  his  plsoe,  also  spoke,  od  tluit  oceninn, 
in  favour  of  the  inquiry.  TbON  wis,  in- 
deed, one  individual  id  tbe  House  at  that 
time,  who  Tiokntly  opposed  ill  ioquiry 
into  khe  conduct  of^  Baron  Smith  and  that 
indiiidnal  was— Sir  Jamas  Scarlett.  What 
were  the  aenUments  be  tbcn  expnsscxlT 
Sir  James  Scarlett  said:— 

"  I  coeceive  that  a  motion  for  a  mIooI  tdm- 
laitlee  to  inquire  into  tbe  condunt  of  ajuit^e 
i*  one  which  do  QoTarament  abonld  aappuii.*' 

But  the  Ooremment  did  Hipport  it: 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  tb«  Secntary  <'f 
State  for  the  Hume  Departmeat  was  tlicTi 
a  Member  of  the  Govemmeiitf  bat  having 
voted  against  them,  retired  ahoat  Oat  time. 
Sr  Jamei  SwleU  fnemM  toHj, 


*■  Which  DO  Qoveinment  could  iVppert  nk- 
less  they  have  tint  made  ■»  itmsiJMtiMi 
and  are  prepared  to  say  ibey  ihlak  il  a  nl  caM 
to  be  fbllowsd  up  by  an  address  for  hi*  dla> 


and  are  prepared  to  say  ibey  ihlak  il  a  n 
'sllowsd  up  by  an  address  for  bii 
missst.  Yon  may  dedaim  about  the  indepand* 


aDeeortbelDdgesibotifajndgawboSehoiiedr 
and  Inleghiy  are  qnsetioned,  even  tboegb  hi 
ibMld  have  cemmitted  an  iitdlaeretioit  iMdk 
may  make  him  the  object  of  odiom  to  a  parll- 
enlat  partf,  is  net  sapponsd  bjr  lbs  OoMm- 
Bseat,  be  wOlDetkaTCtbe  eoaiaga  I*  do  Ws 
duty.  Iveaiwetein  thatlfibisaaotionbl 
carried,  die  Judges  in  uelaBdi  if  thsy  have  anf 
independettee,  will  aU  raslgs.* 

Bedgn!  But  aot  one  of  thens  dU  rajfi* 
Sit  James  Scarlett  went  en  t«  aajr, 

*■  I  bops  that  eo  Oeatlensit  tn  the  HosM 
will  givsblsvou  onthla  ustterea  if  It  WSN  K 
part]r  question.  No  man  daterts  a  paUileil 
judge  mora  tiwa  I  do.  Ho  maai  iB  my  epiale% 
oiuht  10  be  Bads  a  judge  on  assaent  of  Ua 
poutios ;  at  any  rate  ba  miyht  not  la  oarty  ihea 
with  him  00  the  bench." 

Why.  if  Sir  Jtmm  Scwlatt  apofce  htt 
ted  mtiaMrte.  Lord  AbtMar  mosI  W 
thb  tlM  fa*  beslMilRg  toWlB  UiMdf 
meat  mortallT,  ftv  he  chM  pnm  th«t  m 
Bsan  btd  indalged  in  politics  ■»»  Om 
Sir  Jaam  Bcariett.  sod  that  be  Mti  «*. 
ried  tbsn  inth  bin  ta  the  jndgiiarti 
seat,  both  at  Lifevpoel  mi  Cluilm 
He  had  aDnded  ta  Aw  ebttfle  df  hmt 
Chief  Jvstlos  Tiaddj  awl  he  wmU  n> 
Bind  tb«  Hoosa  that  Iha  iaaraad  jadga 
bad,  la  hia  chana  at  StaArd,  pebtH  oat 
eaactlj  what  be  hslietad  aagbt  ta  ha 
tbe  coadaot  of  a  jadgs^  panleabfy  whaa 
eagafed  obid  iwaottaat  a*d  milaatbiiy 
oacMMOi  aaeh  aa  tM  vfrn  wkUk  ht  «w 
•■iDK  tba  (mad  jmj,  HM 
wsMa  weae  aa  fiiBair  »-• 

It  bas  <llialjl)ssahidsseH<l 
that  we  eoaerive  h  (*  be  no  pan  «f  oa*  Mv 
viaea  aa  tUs  asarisa  ta  dtsaMa  Ma  JMiw  or 
tba eea^UlMs^aMda battt  »sdiaii nahwl. 

it  pattofoaT 
^^lecoBr»e~■~ 
ibiBislta 


LerUipai 


oftbedispaMeiMaf  betwaaaAsSi.  MMJm 
f  ooT  datv  to  draw  ba  sramMM  Mat 
paisoad  W  Ihe  pdiliss  who  fboagU 
>  sgfiiaradwM  el  d  fldMk  the  IMM 


calsdalsd  ta  asesMliab-««a  I 
psrtm,  Oe  Mrti^taM 
olgest  whisla  ta^  wMmp  ta  stMi 
awwaeaMsdaaaamametafiadlsaiMswy 
rasssdiss  ^Mft^rha  pmridti  ta  MrNr 
tbsiwwaaHsaofistgir  adiiblifti,  4  aa*»' 
MatMl^  Ktaar  iMaa  thaa  ime  ii^v  ifMaaa 
ef  diAaia  sasaia  ariii  aeiaeert  Maian  eaa^ 
acihiSia  ad'  ii  t\  whhfc  I*  1  liiiUii 
brslMjablive  sMssb^Aaa  fcr  thi  llM- 
hsMoTiUstrfbttisl,  iawlMi  (bk  athiir 
dMial  btbaiefMlrfa|lalMral«MiHr 
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vut 


will,  iberefore,  b«  to  endeavout  to  expound 
the  law  ai  it  applies  itself  to  the  several  cases 
arising  out  of  these  unhappy  Iransactioos, 
upon  vhich  you  will  be  required  to  esercije 
youi  judgments,  in  order  thai  you  may  arri»e 
al  a  just  conclusion  whether  suIHcient  evidence 
appears  in  each  case  lo  call  upon  the  parties 
accDsed  to  appear  before  a  jury  of  the  couu- 
try." 

No  msD,  he  apprehended,  would  dispute 
the  rauDdness  of  the  doctrine  tbus  laid 
down.  And  here  he  could  not  forbear 
mentioDing  one  anecdote  oF  the  conduct  of 
Lord  Chief  JuBtice  Tindai  in  reference  to 
these  trials.  At  one  lime  a  solicitor's 
clerk,  engaged  in  defending  a  prisoner, 
had  occasion  to  leave  the  court,  aod  on  at- 
tempting to  return  was  stopped  by  the 
door-keeper,  who  told  him  that  by  order 
of  the  sheriffhc  was  not  to  be  permitted  to 
enter,  because  he  was  a  Chartist.  Appeal 
was  instantly  made  to  the  judge,  and  he 
was  told  that  free  ingress  and  egress  had 
been  denied  to  the  solicitor's  clerk  to  and 
from  his  client.  Lord  Chief  Justice  Tindai 
said,  "  Throw  open  the  doors  immediately. 
We  know  nothing  of  Chartists  here."  But 
go  from  the  court  at  Stafford  to  that  of 
Chester  or  at  Liverpool,  and  it  would  be 
found  that  nothing  was  in  the  mouth  of 
Lord  Abinger  but  Chartism  and  Chartists. 
Now  if  Lord  Chief  Justice  Tindai  were 
right,  it  followed  that  Lord  Abinger  must 
hare  been  wrong.  Lord  Chief  Justice 
I'indal  must  have  said  what  he  did,  in 
order  to  gain  for  the  prisoners  a  fair 
trial.  He  now  came  to  the  charges  de- 
livered at  Liverpool  and  Chester,  and 
here  he  must  contend  that  judges  bad  no 
business  to  express  their  own  opinions 
upon  doctrines,  nor  to  strain  the  law  to 
meet  those  opinions.  He  was  confirmed 
in  that  view  by  an  authority  which  he  ap- 

Erchended  the  House  would  not  dispute — 
e  meant  the  Attorney -general  Thurlow, 
>fterward«  Lord  Chancellor,on  the  Duchess 
of  Kingston's  trial,  in  the  House  of  I.ords, 
in  1776,  who  said: — 

"  I  do  desire  lo  press  this  upon  your  Lord- 
ships, as  an  universal  ma^itn,  no  more  dnuger- 
oui  idea  cnn  creep  into  the  mind  of  a  judge 
than  the  imBginalian  that  he  is  wiser  than  the 
law.  I  confine  this  to  no  judge,  whHtcver  be 
his  denomination,  but  extend  it  to  all.  Inge- 
nious men  may  strain  the  taw  very  far,  but  tc 
pciverl  It — to  new  model  It — the  genius  or 
our  constitutlou  says  judges  have  no  such  au- 
thority, nor  shdl  presume  lo  exercise  it  !*' 

Now  he  astcrtcd  that  Lord  Abinger  had 
aasumed  aucli  authority,  and  had  presumed 
to  exercise  it.    The  two  charges  delivered 


by  Lord  Abinger  «t  Chester  tnd  I 
were  much  the  same,  except  that  that  at 
Liverpool  went  beyond  the  one  deHnfcd 
at  Cheater.  Upon  that,  therefbn,  be  (Ifr. 
T.  Duncombe)  should  principally  take  his 
stand,  although  he  mignt  reu  one  or  nv 
passages  from  the  Chester  charge  to  Aov 
the  animat  of  the  judge  tfaron^oat  than 
trials. 

You  will  find  that  there  is  a  socicljr  of 
persons  who  go  by  the  oane  of  Chaititti,  aad 
who,  if  they  have  not  excited  or  fmniwiwl 
those  outrages  which  will  be  broofht  ante 
3ur  notice,  have,  nevertheless,  taken  ad*aa> 
ige  of  them  for  their  own  pntpoeci,  bav*  tm- 
deavoured  lo  prevent  the  unforlnnile  pes^ 
from  returning  to  their  work,  and  soaaht  so  M 
direct  Ihem  that  they  might  b«  coDOiMin  to 
the  attainment  of  political  objecu.  And  wbit 
is  the  object  of  the  Charier,  which  tbete  man 
seeking?  What  are  the  poants  of  lb* 
rier?  Aunual  Parliaments,  Univena]  Set 
frage,  and  vote  by  Ballot.  Ysl,  CtatUmm, 
you  will  find,  by  (he  evidence  which  wiH  W 
produced  belore  you,  that  it  has  been  ieal- 
:ated  upon  many  misguided  persons  thu  ito 
lovereign  remedy  for  all  abuses,  and  the  o^ 
neans  of  putting  themselves  in  pontsriea  ot 
■uch  a  share  of  power  as  would  enable  ttae 
ndicate  their  own  rights  and  secnra  tlwB- 
:s  against  oppression,  is  by  the  enec 
of  what  they  call  the  People's  Chaiter." 

Was  there  any  Member  of  that  HoMe 
who  would  get  up  in  his  place  and  ma 
that  the  advocacy  of  the  object  mentionei 
is  an  illcgHl  act  .*  Lord  Abinger  went  oa 
towy — 

"  What  a  strange  effect,  then,  wonU  Ike 
establishment  of  a  system  of  nuiveiaal  snfiage 
produce  I  for  under  it  every  man,  thoofh  pos- 
sessing no  properly,  would  have  a  voice  in  Ak 
choice  of  the  representation  of  the  people. 
The  necessary  consequeuces  of  thn  syMOM 
would  be,  that  those  wiio  have  no  prepaid 
would  make  laws  for  those  who  have  ptmwiy, 
and  the  destruction  of  the  monarchy  and  BIU* 
locrjcy  must  necessarily  ensue." 

Not  satisfied  with  IlbelliDg  tlMMe  who 
were  farourablc  to  the  priodplee  of  the 
Charter,  the  learned  Lord  acUiallj  weat 
out  of  his  way  to  attack  the  institBtiooe 
of  America.     His  Lordship  said— 

"  In  the  dilTereni  states  of  Amenca  theicaie 
pure  democratic  associations,  elected  by  aei. 
verbal  sulTrage  and  vote  by  ballot ;  and  soaa 
of  these  states  have  recently  cahibited  Ibe  ■•• 
gard  p,<id  lo  property  by  deniocratic  iwiia 
hlics,  l>y  having  protested  asaiut  paying  Ibe 
public  LTodiiur,  and  disicgarded  tlieir  own  ob- 
ligittion  to  oti«y  their  own  taw  made  for  bii  a^ 
curity.     If  such  a  system  of  democracy  vrete 

established  in  England,  the  Grsi  oonaeqv 

would  be,  that  the  security  of  property  m 
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be  remcmd,  the  public  creditor  and  all  com- 
mercial  accumulations  would   be   destroyed ; 

and,  finally,  or,  perhaps,  the  first  object  aimed 
at  would  be  the  destruction  of  properly  in 
)and  ;  there  would  be  an  uoivanal  ^prarian 
law." 

Nov,  if  thia  was  not  political  doctrioCt 
he  would  like  to  know  what  wu.  For 
what  purpoae  iras  that  point  put  to  the 
grand  jfiry,  unless  it  were  for  the  purpose 
uf  prejudicing  not  only  their  minds,  hut 
those  of  the  petty  juries  who  were  to  follow, 
against  the  priaonerg  to  be  placed  at  the 
bar?  How  could  the  judge  Ieiiow  that 
some  of  the  gentlemen  he  was  addressing 
were  not  holders  of  that  rery  American 
bank  stock,  and  who,  unfortunately  for 
themselves,  had  lost  the  whole  of  their 
money,  and  that  by  his  remarks  their 
minds  would  be  prejudiced,  when  he  told 
them  that  the  parties  they  were  to  try  were 
seeking  changes  which,  if  effected,  would 
place  them,  the  public  creditors,  in  the 
same  position  as  the  holders  of  public  funds 
in  America  t  He  would  ask  if  it  was  a  &ir 
argument  to  put  to  a  jury,  and  whether  a 

i'udge  did  not  trarel  out  of  his  way  in  «I- 
uding  to  such  a  subject  st  all.  If  this 
nohle  and  learned  Lord  had  not  gone  into 
Liverpool,  and  followed  up  hie  abomi- 
nable and  unconstitutional  doctrines,  in 
his  summing.up  before  the  petty  jury, 
he  should  not  hare  thought  it  worth  while 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
t  h  subject.  But  when  he  followed  he 
noble  and  learned  Lord  into  Liverpool,  he 
found  him  indulging  there  in  exactly  the 
same  style  of  language,  nav,  if  posnUe, 
stitl  more  rancorouB  and  malignant  against 
the  parties  he  attacked.  He  was  quotins 
the  reports  of  the  Times  newspaper,  and 
as  he  understood  that  upon  the  occasion  of 
the  commission  that  journal  sent  down 
one  or  two  of  the  most  eminent  reportert 
to  take  the  proceedings,  their  report  was, 
no  doubt,  more  correct  than  if  ftitnished 
by  other  means,  or  as  if  furnished  by  Lord 
Abinger  himself.  He  would  prove,  that 
these  reports,  and  more  thac  these  reports, 
were  correct,  for  Lord  Abinger  went  even 
beyond  what  was  reported,  and  that  in 
compassion  of  the  judge,  some  passages 
were  suppressed.  The  noble  and  learmd 
Lord  also  indulged  in  a  hit  at  the  Anti- 
Corn-law  I.eague.  Upon  that  point  be 
would  not  enter,  but  leare  that  associatioD 
to  settle  their  dispute  with  the  learned 
Lord:— 

■  "  Much  has  been  laid  of  the  privaiion*  to 
which  tbe  working  clatiet  have  been  reiliMed, 


nud  T  Talk*  no  doubt  that  ihsy  are  consi* 
derable,  for  it  cannot  be  dsnied  that  many  of 
(be  usual  channels  of  trade  have  been  inter- 
rupied.and  there  wasesisting  a  generalfaeling 
of  despondency  among  commercial  men  as  to 
the  ad  vantage  of  encaging  in  commercial  enter- 
prises,  ilie  result  of  which  was  attended  with 
great  uncertainly;  bat  I  am  bound  to  say, 
from  the  experience  I  have  acquired  a*  to  ibe 
hiatory  of  Inis  imnrrecUon  in  s  neighbouring 
county,  that  '  that  distress  has  been  greatly. 
eiaggeraled.'  " 

Now  lie  thou^t  that  House  bad,  dur- 
ing the  present  Session,  fpmn  a  praoical 


The 

"!i  stems  that  a  society  of  persons,  who 
me  recognised  by  the  tide  of  Chartist,  bare 
GodeavDiired  to  persuade  them  diat  ihie  tine 
remedy  for  all  thdr  grierancas,  was  the  ad<^ 
tioii  of  what  Ibey  caH,  the  Charter,  wUch 
appears  lo  be  principally  aimed  al  a  laqu 
Reform  of  Parliament  than  has  already  been 
adopted  ;  and,  in  defiance  of  the  pionisa^ 
ind  no  doubt  the  sincere  hopes,  of  those  M^ 
irlots  who  inlrodaoed  and  earned  the  Isle 
Ueform  of  Parliament,  Ihat  it  was  to  be  a 
final,  eflicadons,  and  satisfsetoir  msatnre  of 
reform,  thsss  infatuated  persons— for  ibn  also 
must  be  i nfatoated— have  formed  an  opmioo, 
grounded  on  what  foundations  I  know  ool, 
^treseatatioo  created  by  nnivartal  so^ 


be  3  panacea  for  all  evils,  and  Mdeannr  to 
inculcate  these  doctrines  on  the  asssmhliil 
multitudes  they  addressed ;  and  to  peinikd* 
them  thai  M  perpelnaielbeiasniTeoiiM  MfkiiHt 
their  masieis,  end  to  make  it  ntframTmi 
the  besi  means  of  getting  the  Cbailar.  Xhw 
mixed  up  with  thdt  oMiotts  dsbbv  aibcua 
recommendations  to  peaca  aad  orav;  bat, 
gentlemen,  yon  will  flod  these  iMMaauada- 
lionsalvaya  accompanied  by  Ms*  and  nt^ 
gerated  stataoMOts  of  the  genenl  foeUiw  of  the 
country.  I  most  —y,  goouoBaB,  that  uibaw 
conspiraciss,  having  nOt  parposas  in  view, 
had  been  aude  tito  sohjeet  arpnsMiatiaM  to 
high  treason,  Ibc  cooseqaencae  sight  bam 
been  serious  indeed  lo  the  partisi  eoBOSiMid. 
I  am  at  a  toss  to  know  what  distinetkm  &in 
ii  between  a  ooospin 
loent,  and  impOM  f  . 
the  branches  oflsgislaturo  a 
a  particular  measure  passi 
ihe  crime  of  high  treason." 

So  it  appnred  ,we  wen  lo  han  ii 
new  sort  oif  troMo— tbo  wineaey  cf  dM 
Charter. 

'■  I  do  not  tudeTstand  Ihsl  the  OovoimmM 
intend  to  posh  the  indictmet  lo  ttu  Wei, 
and  these  people  owe  it  10  the  Imiiy  ef  the 
Uovemment  ihet  they  at*  not  pot  iaapasMoB 
hazardous  |a  ih^  Una," 
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Had  it  then  come  to  this,  that  the  ad-    riiy  of  whom  pawn  no  propeiqr,  bat  Hi*  If 

Tocacy  of  the  ballot,  uoiveraal  suffrage,    ">«"»»  of  manual  labour,  would  be  ' ^ 

electoral  districts,  payment  of  Members,  and    ««» V*^  •'•e  esbtrace  of  the 


annual  parllamente^  is  high  treason  ?     He  'J*  T"**?*^- Jl'^T  "^^  ^  ^ 

was  nornow  contendinj  wjether  tlK«e  ^rS^^I/I^S^uino^^rSr  "'*' 

pnDCiples  were  good  or  bad.  but  he  said  it  of  a  tyranny  so  intolerable,  that  tb« 

was  the  constitutional  nght  of  English-  sons  who  assisted  in  esUblishing  it. 

man  to  discuss  these  subjects^  and  a  grand  the  first  to  pot  it  down ;  and  out  of 

jury  was  not  to  be  told  by  a  learned  judge  fusion  which  would  eniuey  would  poaiibly  ■•• 

of  bigotted  and  rabid  Tory  principles,  that  suit  a  miliury  despotism.    Yo«  wiA  !■«■■  at 

it  was  little    short  of   high  treason   to  ^^'  ^^iog  this  language  to  gentlMMa  of  yom 

advocate  certain  principles,  and  that  they  descnption. 

were  indebted  to  the  lenity  of  the  Govern-       The  learned  Lord  apologind  fiir  tfct 

ment  that  they  would  not  be  arraigned  language  he  used,  ana  wdl  lie  aUft. 

for  high    treason.     He  (Lord  Abinger)  Why,  those  were  the  old  argomeaf  wBdi 

had  forgotten  that  at  so  late  a  period  as  were  used  up  at  the  time  of  tke  BbIhv 

the  year  1780  those  very  principles  of  the  Bill,  these  anticipations  of  the  TirwiniBJ 

Charter  had  been  advocated  by  noble  Lords  aristocracy  being  in  danger  wem  all  wt 

not  only  in  that  House,  but  in  the  other  forth  as  arguments  against  the  Bdbni  Adt 

House  of  Parliament — that  the  ver}'  prin-  and  its  opponents,  and  now  they  an  imi 

ciples  of  the  Charter  had  been  advocated  against  tne  Charter  by  a  judge  oo  tkt 

by  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  Duke  of  Rich-  bench.    With  regard  to  the  JiniMJua  ef 

mond.  Lord  Selkirk,  and  others.     Lord  points  like  this,  he  would  quote  ai 

Abinger  went  on  to  say —  rity  which  hon.  Gentlemen  oothe 

"A  great  deal  has  been  «aid  at  different  ?'^«  would  not.  he  appreheoded,  da 

limes  as  to  what  should  be  considered  an  un-  "®  meant  that  of  the  learoed  At 

lawful  assembly ;  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  general  himself  (Sir  Frederick  MlockX 

what  has  taken  place  in  this  country  has  giveu  at  the  trials  at  Newport,  whea  dafeadiM 

rise  to  discussion  on  the  point,  both  in  courts  Frost,  in    1840.     The  hoa.  aad  Pfarael 

of  law  and  in  Parliament.    But  one  thing  is  Gentlemao  said,— 
clear — that  an  assembly  consisting  of  such 

multitudes  as  to  make  all   discussion   and        ^  I  have  not  seen  the  Charter,  aad  iMidly 

debate  ridiculous  and  a  farce  never  can  be  know  what  is  meant  by  a  *  Chartist.*    I  haar 

assembled  for  the  purpose  of  deliberate  and  of  its  points  and  articles,  and  I  leaia  Aoai  ike 

calm   discussion.      Will  any  person  in  his  newspapers  that  Chartists  eany  their  i 

senses  say  that  when  a  man  assembles  together  beyond  the  Reform  Aet  established  If 

3,000  or  4,000  individuals,  lie  does  so  to  form  Grey's    Government.      Aoioor  the   er 

a  deliberative  assembly,  lo  discuss  speculative  spoken  of    are  universal  sumag%  vole   by 

points  either  of  law  or  government.    Such  a  ballot,  annual  parliaments,  and  ao  jaepaHy 

Ida  aoc 


profession  would  carry  with  it  its  own  refu-  qualification  ;  with  respect  to 
tation.  If,  therefore,  an  assembly  consists  of  agree  with  the  Chartists ;  but  upon  than  sab- 
such  multitudes  as  to  render  all  notion  of  jects  their  opinions  are  entertained  by  mmuf 
serious  debate  impossible ;  or,  if  you  find  Members  of  Parliament  of  undoubted  rsspee* 
that  at  such  an  assembly  all  attempts  at  debate  tability  and  integrity,  and  of  cooslderaMe 
are  put  down,  and  that  the  only  object  of  the  talent,  and  if  it  be  true  what  I  have  beard  ea 
parties  is  to  hear  one  side,  the  meeting  ceases  the  subject— the  names  of  aiany  art  attacked 
to  be  an  assembly  for  deliberation,  and  cannot  to  a  document,  the  avowed  object  of  wkick  is 
protect  itself  under  that  pretension."  to  frame  what  is  called  the  Charter  of  the 

Was  that  the  learnetl  Lord's  definition  S^'Joi'nV*?^^^^^ 

of  an  unlawful  assembly  ?    He  asked  those  from  memioning  any  name  unconnected  wiik 

who  attended  county  elections,  whether  the  cause,  from  uttering  any  observatioe  whick 

3,000  or  4,000,  and  even  10,000,  did  not  could  give  offence  to  anyone  who  is  abeenttor 

assemble ;  and  whether  they  did  not  deli-  «8ing  my  privilege— I  ouG[ht  to  say  my  datf-» 

berate  upon  and  discuss  the  merits  of  ihc  '®  **  ^^  ^'«**®  *"y  feeling  of  pain  or  uaoaa. 

candidates  ?     Lord  Abinger  went  on—  ??|?,  ^l  ^^  .^"«  •*^?«'  »"^  ^  J?  "«  '  "^^ 

°  fulfil  the  duty  which  I  owe  to  Mr.  Froei  betlar 

''The  consequence  of  the  success  of  their  and  more  to  his  entire  satisfaction,  if  I  rtfraio 

endeavours  would  be,  not  a  reform  of  Parlia-  from  making  any  one  remark    whidi  coald 

ment,  but  a  subversion  of  the  Government  ;  create  a  n""*^*"'  ^  pain  with  respect  to  aoj 

because  everybody  who  reflects  on  such  things  past  ootid"-  auction.    These  Chaitists, 

knows  that  the  establishment  of  any  f^'^*\'^r  however  it  must   be   adautted, 

assembly  entirely  devoted  lo  dem^    >•  stand  at  •  ttioQto  the  preisel  con 

ciples,  and  elected  by  persons*  the  'ilitulion  d  ia  1832,  iar    >• 
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th«  advocates  of  laform  dood  in  rriaiion  \o  the 
old  coDitituiioD,  which  wu  ramodelled  bj  the 
Rerorm  Act," 

The  hot).  Oentleman  added  :-— 
"And,  hottevsr,  I  naj  diffw  from  tboEi? 
nho  are  called  ChartilU  in  opinion,  I  ronit  do 
tbero  the  justice  to  say,  that  Chaniim  W  far  is 
not  treason,  nor  the  awertion,  the  public  as- 
sertion of  il,  rebellion  ;  and  I  mutt  go  further 
ftod  lay,  that  although  I  inut  I  tball  never  live 
to  lee  the  day,  and  I  trust  that  cobod;  in 
whom  1  take  anv  interett  will  live  to  we  the 
day,  fatal  aa  I  think  it  will  be  lo  the  happi- 
ness, the  prosperity,  and  the  well-being  of  tnis 
country,  when  these  princlplet  ihall  be  eltab- 
liihed ;  yet  I  must  say,  that  if  it  be  the  eon- 
fimed  opinion,  at  any  time,  if  thi  large  mass 
of  the  inteUigeDceandnnmben,  if  tb«*lTeugil> 
and  linewt  of  the  country,  and  the  inielligeiKe 
which  coDlioli  that  ttrenglh,  ihall  finally  As- 
lernioe  to  adopt  the  Chartiit  code,  donbtlet^, 
gentlemen,  it  will  be  adopted,  and  nicre 
wealth  would,  in  my  opiniou,  struggle  against 
it  in  rain." 

The  bon.  and  learned  Gentleman  aud. 
that  it  was  not  treason  and  rebellion  to  ad- 
vocate the  principlea  of  the  Charter  ;  but 
Lind  Abinger  entertained  a  different  no' 
(ioD.  He  defied  any  body  who  looked  at 
Uie  Charter  to  find  is  it  anything  that 
vould  eoable  him  to  «ay  that  its  effects 
could  be  such  aa  this  learned  judge  as- 
cribed to  it.  These  were  the  cnargea  ad- 
dressed by  Lord  Abinger  to  tlw  grand 
juries.  He  would  now  prooeed  to  ahow 
liow  those  charges  were  suheequentl^ 
carried  out  by  the  learned  Judge  in  liis 
charges  to  the  petty  Juries.  If  the  matter 
had  ended  with  the  charges  to  the  gnuid 
juries,  it  would  hare  been  of  little  conse- 
quence ;  for  the  gentlemen  to  whom  those 
charges  were  addressed  were  vmo  who, 
from  their  education  and  station  in  life, 
would  possess  enough  of  infermation  to 
know  that  the  doctntMS  laid  down  by  the 
learned  Judge  were  not  the  doctrines  of 
constitutional  law,  nor  indeed  of  anv  kind 
of  law  known  in  these  kingdoms.  He  was 
told,  that  many  of  those  gentlemen,  on 
tearing  ttie  grand  jury  box,  >t  Liverimcil, 
had  expressed  themselTes  disgnsted  with 
the  chai^  which  had  been  addresMd  to 
them.  Many  of  the  unfurtunata  penons 
tried  before  Iiord  Abinger,  upoo  tua  ooa- 
sion  were  undefended.  At  Chester,  U  he 
found  from  the  report  to  which  be  had  be- 
fore referred,  there  arrived  the  whole  park 
oflegal  artillery  of  the  GoTeminent.  Down 
came  the  Attorney-genetal  (Sir  F.  Pol- 
lock), the  Attorney-General  for  tbe  Fala- 
Uoe  (Mr.  Hill),  Mr.  Jerris,  Mi.  Wdriiy, 


and  Hr.  Pdlockt  to  vondact  die  prMeonv 
don  t  whilst  ooly  a  aiBgle  coaosel,  lAr. 
Yardle;y,  appealed  tat  tbe  defenee.  Hcno 
it  bappnwo,  that  m  two  oourti  woe  tlt- 
dng  at  the  sane  monent,  many  priaooeit 
were  neceMarily  obliged  to  be  triad  un- 
defended. Tlwre  was  nlw^a  aooiethi^ 
in  a  ^Mcial  comtnisriim  most  adferae  to 
the  pnsonera  to  be  tried.  Fur  tbe  boldiag 
of  Bucb  oommtiatonB,  the  OoremiMnt  al- 
wsrs  appointed  the  tine  most  oonrenient 
to  Itself,  lliebsrdid  not  generally  attend 
unless  especially  retained.  Hence  the  Oo- 
renment.  with  its  hoary  pane  and  wdl 
feed  counNl>  waa  alwaya  well  and  nbly  r»* 
presented,  whilst  the  prisoDen^  poor  and 
without  the  meaaa  of  Hbriag  a  fte,  wan 
IcA  to  the  werj  doabtftal  tAanee  of  proeor- 
ing  any  Wal  aid  at  all.  U^  tbe  ooearioa 
to  whuft  be  waa  rehrring,  it  mwafad  tbat 
Mr.  Yardley  was  tbe  only  coauel  nrdltbis 
in  tbe  two  courts  for  the  d«6nce  of  tbe  pri- 
soners. Hitholo,  however,  it  had  ahrwfi 
bees  the  beoeroleot  nadn  of  the  E^A 
law,  •'  that  the  judge  is  connarilor  for  Ae 
prisoner.'  But  so  mr  fron  that  bcln  the 
case  in  tbe  iHOseat  htstance,  one  3t  tfae 
charges  that  be  bad  to  bring  against  LoM 
AUngerwaa,  tbat  be  made  blnself  so  ■!• 
rocate  far  tfie  Cnvwn,  and  dutt  Us  eoa< 
duct,  throogboot  A»  wbrie  of  tlte  prooBsd- 
ings,  was  nost  Indeeeot  ud  inderanmi  as 
allied  to  tbe  dunetor  of  «  Jndge,  mk 
nest  lu^JiiM  aad  cmel  ss  tppHed  to  tb* 
nriaoMTC  HewtnldBOirabmrtbeHbMi 
bow  the  learned  Judge  omied  oat  tbt 
doctrines  sAidt  he  biu  Ud  down  to  tbt 
gnndjurj.  He  would  go  first  to  tbe  ttU 
of  a  nan  naned  Wilde,  and  five  odwili; 
at  Chester.  Tbess  nen  were  dhatgeA 
with  attaoding  an  aniawflil  nesting,  and 
rioting.  In  sanning-np,  the  Issrnid 
judge  addrssssd  to  the  pettj  Juir  rasr 
recently  tbe  sane  sentinwarta  tot  be  hen 
already  addressed  to  tbe  grand  jury ;  B« 
said,— 

*■  It  weald  not  be  Bsesnsir  to  go  at  longdb 
tbTongh  dte  whole  body  of  eridSMa  wbkfa  M 
bean  prassntsd  to  than.    Tbs  qesstleB  te  the 


|«y  to  dseUe  wn  .tot.  lAaibsr  thet  est- 
daneewsBt  to  prove  lbs  ozUsnceof  aeon* 
I  and,  aseendly,  wbeibsr  H  idoBtiflad 
loneia  aa  coanecnd  with  it.  The  ain 
of  Chartia  neatiaii  be  (Oe  leaned  jodga) 
eeosidoTM],  wai  to  pradoea  a  poanl  saspsn 
sion  of  laboer,  in  order,  that  by  so  ddaf;  thsy 
might  fceOhate  as  otga^  dogs  In  tba  senf 
sdtatioa  of  tbe  eomtry.    AA  ttjaages  bs  lbs 


be  depneaied  if  eAand  b]r  fcsss  and  riolano^ 
He  did  netaaan  to  say  ihM  nsn  wasi  ■■} 
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quietly  to  meet  and  discuss  changes  in  the  Go- 
fernment ;  but  it  should  be  remembered  that 
Governments  were  not  made  in  a  hurry,  but 
were  created  by  a  long  succession  of  events, 
and  the  gradual  improvement  of  mankind, 
who,  as  necessity  required,  made  laws  for  the 
protection  of  persons  and  property ;  and  any 
attempt  to  change  those  governments  suddenly 
was  pregnant  with  danger — it,  in  fact,  amounted 
almost  to  treason.  Now,  he  would  ask,  what 
were  the  objects  likely  to  be  obtained — what 
was  the  object  sought  by  the  advocates  of  the 
Charter  ?  It  was  such  a  change  in  the  laws  as 
would  give  to  the  labouring  classes  the  fram- 
ing of  all  laws  for  the  protection  of  property. 
That  was  the  object  avowed  in  the  placard 
which  had  been  produced  in  evidence,  and  the 
man  who  had  been  capable  of  writing  such  a 
placard  must  have  had  intelligence  enough  to 
know  that  such  an  object  never  could  be  ef- 
fected without  force  and  violence.  It  must  be 
known  that  the  House  of  Commons,  as  at  pre- 
sent constituted,  would  never  allow  every  roan 
in  the  kingdom,  whether  having  property  or 
noty  to  have  a  vote  for  our  representatives." 

He  wanted  to  know  what  right  Lord 
Abinger  had  to  say  that?  How  did  he 
know  it?  What  right  had  he  to  assume 
it  ?    But  Lord  Abinger  went  on*- 

"  To  have  a  vote  for  our  representatives,  or 
allow  their  Members  to  sit  without  a  property 
qualification." 

Then,  what  was  to  become  of  the  Scotch 
Members  and  of  the  Members  for  the  Uni- 
versities of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  who 
sat  without  any  property  qualification.  If 
the  universities  were  allowed  to  return  re- 
presentatives without  any  property  quali- 
fication, why  should  not  the  same  privilege 
be  extended  to  the  working  classes  ?  But 
Lord  Abinger  proceeded — 

^  Or,  sitting,  to  receive  a  salary  for  their 
Parliamentary  services.  But  even  if  the  Com- 
mons should  consent,  tiie  Lords  would,  to  the 
last,  resist  the  destruction  of  their  own  pri- 
vileges." 

Here,   again,    the   noble    and    learned 
Lord  took  upon  himself  to  answer  for  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.   But  with 
what  propriety  could  he  do  ho  ?   When  the 
Reform  Bill  was  under  discussion  did  not 
the  Lords  resist  to  the  last  what  they  con- 
sidered! to  be  a  destruction  of  their  own 
privileges  ?  but  when  the  adi'ice  was  given 
to  the  Sovereign  by  the  Cabinet  of  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet   (Sir  J.  (iraham) 
opposite  was  a  Member,  to  "  swamp"  the 
House  of  Lonis,  did  not  their  }  "■ 
give  way,  and   allow  the    UeforF* 
|iass.     This  was  the  charge  of  L- 
ger  to  a  petty  jury.     By  n<»Idin; 


doctrines  to  them,  he  (Mr.  DaaeoMke) 
maintained  that  Lord  AbiD|;ei^t  ofcjact  to 
use  the  words  of  Lord  Enlaoe,  mnrt  lum 

been— 

**  To  fasten  the  mill-stooe  of  prejudice 
the  necks  of  those  persons  in  order  the 
eflectually  to  sink  them." 

Lord  Abinger  went  on — 

*^  Finally,  was  it  to  be  expected  ikel  the 
Sovereign  would,  without  force  or  violeoeet 
consent  to  the  changes  proposed  by  the  Char- 
ter ?" 

What  right  had  Lord  Abinger  to  itafe 
this  ?  A  former  Sovereign,  as  he  hod  al- 
ready stated,  consented  to  ''  awamp*  tk 
House  of  Lords.  Why  should  not  the  pie* 
sent  Sovereign  consent  to  allow  the  worfc« 
ing  classes  to  vote  for  the  return  of  repre- 
sentatives to  Parliament?  Lord  Abinger 
proceeded  :— 

*'  The  calling  together  of  several  thousand 
persons  to  discuss  political  rights  was  itself  a 
farce,  the  object  of  the  demagogues  being  in- 
variably not  to  reason  with,  but  to  ioflame  the 
mob.  He  had  always  thought  that  a 
consisting  of  several  thousand  persons, 
in  its  very  nature,  be  illegal,  because  it 
absolutely  impossible  that  at  such  meetiBB 
there  could  be  anything  like  discussion,  aod, 
therefore,  for  a  man  to  say,  I  called  together 
.5,000  or  6,000  persons  for  the  purpose  of  poli- 
tical discussion,  was  in  effect  to  say,  thai  1 
called  them  together  to  inflame  their  •^•-s***  »• 


Til  is  appeared  to  be  too  much  even  Ibr 
the  stomach  of  the  Chester  petty  jury,  for 
it  appears,  from  the  report,  that  they  in. 
terrupted  the  learned  judge,  aud  deeired 
to  have  no  more  of  it     The  report  said-* 

*^  The  jury  here  interrupted  his  Lordship, 
and  intimated  that  as  their  minds  were  already 
made  up  as  to  their  verdict,  they  wouki  not 
trouble  him  with  going  through  the  evidenee." 

It  was  too  much  even  for  this  jury. 
They  had  attended  public  meetinsa^  no 
doubt,  and  had  seen  thousands  of  their 
fellow-subjects  assembled  for  the  purpoae 
of  political  discnission,  without  auowing 
their  passions  to  be  inflamed.  But  "  No," 
said  the  learned  judge,  **  I  will  not  itop 
till  I  have  given  you  a  little  more ;"  and 
then  he  went  on  to  a  new  subject,  having 
nothing  whatci-er  to  do  with  the  case  upon 
which  the  jury  were  to  pronounce  a  veraict 
of  "  (iuilty"  —  "  Not  Ciuilty."  The  report 
continued  '>  -^  terms:  — His  Lordship 
said — 


«'  lie  ^ 

irouble  ihero  witbon* 

^*€rvat»- 

Aft  itatenientoffM 

»••  prt 

B  Kwed  upep 
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priHoen  uid,  prisoDen  at  the  bar,  yon  hmn 
all  been  tried  ud  caDncied — nK»t  of  *oi; 


taxes  taken  out  of  the  pocketi  of  the  people. 
Ts'ow  the  rereuue  ot  the  Kings  of  England 
origJDaDy  consisted  of  lands  belonging  to  Ihwn. 
Ill  the  limp  of  Edward  the  Confessor  a  great 
portion  of  [he  lands  of  England  belonged  to 
him  as  his  privale  right.  They  would  find 
even  in  Doomsday  book,  a  very  valuable  do- 
cument, and  containing  a  record  of  all  the  pro- 
perly in  the  kingdom,  that  the  King's  property 
was  ihere  specified  in  the  same  way  as  that  of 
a  private  individual.  When  WilliamtheCoo- 
queror  subdued  this  country,  in  virtue  of  his 
Gunquest,  he  took  to  himself  ihe  lands  of  those 
whom  he  had  conquered,  and  introduced  the 
feudal  systCQ).  His  revenue  consisted  of  avast 
portion  of  all  the  lands  in  the  kingdom,  be- 
sides the  feudal  rights,  nhich  gave  him  very 
considerable  power  over  the  lands  of  others. 
For  instance,  if  a  man  died  and   left  a  son 


were  called  the  King's  revenues.  In  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  2nd  the  feudal  rights,  amounting 
to  about  800,000^  a  year  were  abolished,  and 
a  grant  of  600,000i.  a-year  was  given  to  him 
as  a  compensation,  to  be  paid  in  certain  lazes 
on  small  commodities  which  were  then  levied 
by  the  Governmenl.  In  the  reign  of  George 
3rd,  William  4lh,  and  Queen  Victoria,  further 
immunities  were  given  up,  the  Parliament  un- 
dertaking to  make  a  suitable  provision  for  the 
purposes  of  royalty.  Originally  the  property 
of  ilie  Crown  belonged  as  much  to  the  Crown 
as  the  estates  of  the  Sdarqneti  of  Weslminster 
or  the  Duke  of  Bedford  did  to  ihem,  and  if 
ever  there  had  been  lacrilicet  of  property 
made  to  the  public,  they  were  made  by  the 
Sovereigns  of  England.  Was  it  to  be  tolerated 
then,  that  assertions  should  be  made  respecting 
her  Majesty  which  were  false  in  fact,  and  only 
calculated  lo  mislead.  He  had  thought  it  t^t 
to  make  these  observations,  in  order  that  the 
public  might  understand  the  real  stale  of  the 
question." 

Let  the  House  mark  these  concludiDg 
TCords ;  the  Doble  and  learoed  Lord  thouf^t 
it  right  to  make  these  obaemtions,  in 
order  that  the  "  public "  night  unler- 
stand  the  real  state  of  the  (jueatiou.  So, 
then,  this  was  an  address  to  the  "  public," 
not  to  the  "jury."  In  the  opinion  of  this 
learned  judge,  when  men  were  etandiag 
before  him  for  trial  by  trhich  their  libraties, 
almost  their  lives  might  be  afficled,  it  wu 
his  duty  to  address  himself  not  to  the  jiuy, 
but  lo  the  public  out  of  doors.  Well,  the 
end  of  it  all  was,  that  the  prisoners  were 
found  "guilty."  Then  came  the  senteocet. 
Here  again  the  learned  Lord  renderad 
himself  conspicuous.  Wilde  and  the  other 
prisoners  having  been  placed  at  the  bar, 
the  reporter  of  the  proceedings  gare  thb 
account  of  what  took  place — 

"  Tlie  learned  Chief  Baron  in  addroMing  Uie 
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conspiracy,  in  Ihe  assembling  of  illegal  meeU 
ings,  rioting,  and  the  adoption  of  other  nnlaw- 
fid  means  to  procure  a  change  in  the  coosti* 
tulion  of  the  country.  With  respect  to  this 
cha^,  which  ii  the  gravest  and  most  import- 
ant that  has  been  brought  before  the  court, 
yoD  Robert  Wilde,  Samuel  Lees,  John  Fair< 
hurst,  attd  James  Wilde,  after  a  long  trial,  and 
the  deliberale  consideration  of  ihe  jury,  have 
been  eonvictedofthatoffence.  It  appears  (ram 
the  evidence,  ihai  all  of  you  were  more  or  less' 
engaged  in  attending  meetinn  assembled  to- 
gether by  appointment,  from  daT  to  day,  and 
sometimes  two  or  three  times  a  aty,  the  ob)eet 
of  which  was  to  procure  the  largest  number  of 
persons  poaiible,  and  to  deliver  inflammatory 
speeches,  which  yon,  Robert  Wilde,  and 
Samuel  Lees,  have  been  proved  to  have 
uttered  against  the  constilotion  of  the  counttj 


person*  assembled,  to  procure  still  larger 
meetings,  and,  when  you  had  auffident  nins- 
bers,  and  were  sufflciendy  organised,  to  pn>a 
ceed  to  accomplish  your  object  of  creating  aa 
entire  suspension  of  Uhour,  and  pnttiDg  an  eisd 
to  all  the  indnatry  within  the  districts  in  whidt 
you  lived.  Hot  only  did  you  oideavotir  lo 
suspend  Ihe  labour  m  manufactories,  but  all 
other  kinds  of  woikmen  were  stopped — even 
agricnitutal  labourers  were  prevented  tma 
following  thdr  lawfiil  avocations.  Vow,  a 
eonsiuraey  to  do  this  alone,  if  it  were  attended 
with  no  other  result  than  the  mere  misehief 
and  privatioB  that  must  necessarily  ensne  to 
the  unfi>rUnate  men  whom  yon  binderadfioaa 
Mtowing  their  employment,  is  hkhly  eiimiiud, 
and  very  pnqMily  panishableby  mw,  Botlbt 
jui^  have  deeidea  that  yon  ud  an  oltenoc 

Eolitical  object;  thai  yon  vainly  imMiaad, 
y  cansing  all  kbour  to  be  mipeiidai^  that 
you  cotdd  bring  tba  oonnliy  into  sneh  a 
slate  of  distrem  and  deatitulion— and  whitJi, 
indeed,  yoa  wonld  have  dotM,  if  yoar  mv 
cfainatimu  bad  been  aaccemftil— as  that  yon 
might  be  enabled  to  fbroe  whim  p~<'*»-i 
ibjects,  lAidi  your  imafinatioi 
'  for  aU  tba  •  " 
yoBiMlTea  i 
1  that  yon 
thii  by  moral  bfee— the  fiwea  of  r 


the  remedy  fi  

yon  supposed  yoniMlTea  wAiiiw.    As    to 
ibat   yon  inteadad  to  do 


at  sppliad  to  ti 
really  but  aa 
pretext  to  oorat  yoor  real  design^  and  to 
render  then  still  mote  dangstoasT  Why,  it 
has  been  prored,  that  at  some  of  the  meetings 
mtA»  were  attarad  and  I  am  natMHedrnt 
Ibey  were  not  ntteied  hr  one  of  yonnslwa— 
in  the  oonsa  of  *i^di  it  was  staled,  that 
200,000  nan  were  on  tbsb  maidh  froinOlaa> 
gow  10  tnm  out  the  cotton  chaps  that  joat 
iHMhian(a*  they  waie  eaKed,)  in  Irdand  wai* 
op— and  tfaU  100,000  Bitminj^iam  man  (whaa 
yoa  dioaght  proper  to  call  cast-iteel  maa,  <m 
aeooant  of  Adi  Mpposed  iiBparrioHMBs  lo 
2M 
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the  authorities,  and  against  whom  il  «b»  laid  |  forts  and  peoct ;  for,  wppoung  IbM  fm*  tt^ 
a  broadude  would  bavc  no  efTect),  were  ready  ,  chinalioni  sIuh^  Iw  sttandod  with  MMM^ 
to  rally  round  (he  cause  of  ihu  poople.  Wu  i  aiiid  all  were  to  become  labonnn^  eemiUm 
this  moral  force  aod  argument  r  Why,  it  is  how  much  more  labour  would  bi  bw^  M 
perfectly  dear  that  your  professions  of  regard  <  market,  and  with  wbat  a  dapncuttwa  itWMdi 
for  peace,  law,  and  order,  were  only  adopted  bealtended.  I  am  willing  IttfaalMVtIfcat  Maw 
in  order  to  cover  your  baser  designa  ;  and  I]iBt  of  you  have  been  deludM  by  thnil  wbv  ban 
the  real  object  was  to  give  the  people  to  un-  .  had  more  wicked  objecti  tbu  ydiiritiM  » 
denland  llint  incli  pliyaical  force  was  about  lo  ,  view ;  utid  an  opportunity  will  ba  aCbl4a4 
be  concentrated  as  would  overawe  the  Govern-  j  you  by  which  you  may  yet  bcceas  bilkU 
menl.andciimpel  iheoiloacquiescein  yourde-  i  subjects,  on  a  more  just  coniidBrwioB  a(  thm 
mands.  Nay,  some  of  Iho  speakers  declared  I  principles  upon  which  all  govcnaanli  an 
that  the  way  lu  carry  Ilie  Charter  was  to  do  as  esiabUslied.  Thi^i  considentioo  naj  iDdtica 
it  was  said  was  done  iu  the  case  of  the  great  |  you  to  come  to  tlie  coaclusioo,  that  yen  mmI 
Charter— go  ill  a  body  to  the  Queen,  and  make  I  lake  Uoverumenis  as  you  find  theoi;  and  thai, 
the  demand  for  il.    Thai  which  is  not  alloge-     '        ■  .-.>.. 

ther  inconsistent  willi  Ibe  history  of  Magna 
Cliarta  wai  mentioned  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
spiring  Ilia  people  with  a  notion  that,  if  you 
went  in  Ibis  formidable  body  to  the  Ijueen,  the 
GoTemrociit  would  he  paralysed,  and  ilie 
Queen  herself  compelled  to  pass  such  laws  as 
would)  if  lliey  did  pass,  put  ihe  seal  "  '  " 
owndcslntclion.and  to  thcd  ' 
constitution,  tlowever,  1  wi 
a  discussion  of  the  principles  ot  the  Charier -, 
fur  whether  right  or  wrung  in  your  E|iecu1nlii'e 
opinioui,  is  a  matter  of  no  con>ei)ueiice.  The 
charge  is,  that  you  attended  illegal  meetings, 
utlered  inllammatoiy  speeches,  advised  ihc 
people  lo  ceaso  from  labour,  and  did  all  this 
with  the  design  of  procuring,  by  such  violent 
and  unlawful  means,  a  change  in  the  cousliiu- 
tiun  of  the  country.  The  thence  is  the  more 
dangerous,  on  account  of  the  extent  of  Iha 
conspiracy,  and  ihe  organization  which  seemed 
to  prevail.  It  seems  that  you,  Itobert  VVilde, 
was  ajipoinled  adelegaie  to  sit  at  Maucheiter, 
at  which  about  tliree  hundred  were  present. 
Tilt'  iiuesiion  of  the  Charter  was  there  discuss- 
cd,  and  put  lo  Ihe  delegates;  and  the  great 
tniyorily  were  for  making  the  Charier  a  na. 
liunal  i)iu.'stion.  Why  I  know  not  what  is  lo 
become  of  ihc  constitution  of  England,  if  Ilie 
people  are  lo  he  allowed  to  hold  illegal  meet- 
ings, appoint  dt'legatet,  und  eieri;ite  the  right 
of  leiiislatiug—if  not  f.r  the  nation  at  large,  at 
least'  lor  the  portion  of  it  that  is  willing  lo 
submit  to  them.  Let  me  tell  you,  that  ii  is 
uwin^  to  ihe  leoity  of  ihe  (ioveroment  in  pro- 
Mcuting  you  for  a  misdemeanor  unly,  that  vou 
ate  not  iodicli-d  fur  ihv  ciime  of  higli  ireitfon ; 
for  I  im  much  inclined  lo  think  that  the  prin- 
cipal lealurt  which  characterised  all  your  pro- 
ceedings was  a  design  to  subvert  the  IJovirrn. 
incni ;  and  suvh  pri>cei'diii$s  1  am  hy  no  means 
urepareil  lu  >.iy  would  not  h4«e  bevn  held  lo 
DC  high  lieason,  if  ton  h.id  l<«eii  k:h4ri;e<' 
that  offence.  1  ^J.t,~ttit;n.'l'iire.  it  ii  >olel 
lo  Ihe  Ittuily  tif  the  tii'ki.-nmeiil  ih.i 
proceed inj^  h.ive  been  instituKJ  jj-ir 
but  the  Lord  unl\  Lrow..  uiih  wha* 
this  lenity  will  W'jtIfiidL.I.  IV  li.M 
■..  *houl.ll 


if  any  improveinents  are  deuraUe,  Ihiajr  ■ 
made  by  gradual  and  prwrettiva  laaaaoi^, 
and  through  tha  medium  or  Ihoia  who  an  em- 
powered lo  revise  and  araeliorata  Iha  laws  fat 
the  general  beneAl." 

He  ahould  he  glad  to  hear  rrom  lb*  At- 
torncy-generftl  anil  tbe  right  hm. 
id  to  the  destruction  of  Ihe    (Sir  J.  Graliam],  whether  tbCT  O 
T  .-;ii  —  ._.„  ;_.„  I  j.^,j|^j  ^|jj[  jyg,ify  g„^.j,  doctrine*  ■ 

At  Liverpool,  l.onl  Abinger'a  char„ 
equally  extravagant  and  iinconatitutiwial, 
and  there,  jicrhaps  more  than  any  wbne 
else.  Lord  Abinger  failef)  in  the  duty  whid 
attached  to  him  aa  a  judge,  of  baiug  aoiui> 
set  for  the  jtnaoner,  not  an  adrocaie  for  ibt 
Crown.  Thii  l^iture  of  duty  on  tbe  pait 
of  the  judge  raa  in  this  inatanoa  the  Mon 
to  be  dcprefoted,  in  ranaequenee  of  tha 
extraordinary  stuptditT  or  the  jury.  Thae 
were  some  unfortunate  peofui:  tried  far 
stealing  bread.  Their  namea  weie  M'Cor- 
miclL,  Reed,  Piatt,  Daviea,  and  CooL  "Tha 
jury'— be  was  here  quoting  the  report  «f 
the  proceeding*  — 

"  Itelumed  a  verdict  of  guilt;  agaiaal 
the  prisoners  :  but  the  foreman  said  th^  i^ 
commended  Plait  lo  mercy.  Tbe  judge  ttaa 
i>kcJ  the  foreman,  who  did  noi  appear  la  be 
very  intelligent,  what  grounds  he  bad  for  iha 
recommendation,  when,  amidst  much  lau^hteri 
he  r«)<1ied,  that,  from  the  prisoners'  'owe  di^ 
course,*  he  did  not  appear  lo  have  btea 
aiuon^  the  mob  at  all,  but  in  other  placei. 
Ilis  Uirdship  told  Ihe  foreman,  that  If  tbe  jury 
did  not  believe  the  prisoners  were  in  tbe  iiib, 
that  this  disbelief  •niillcd  them  to  a  verdict  of 
ai'ijuiiul.  and  not  to  a  recwnmaDdatiaa  la 
roetiy.  He  added,  that,  (or  his  own  pan,  ba 
could  sLL-  nti  (i>"  'He  matter.'' 


Hw  ua. 
iurv  h' 
r  b-l- 


«  Ml  fnm  a  jadge. 
the  judge  imw»- 


ihr 
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ltrd4U^tr. 


loei 


thla  occurred.  The  jmy  doubted,  the  H. 
berty  of  the  priioneri  w«8  tmnbliog  Iq  t)» 
balance,  when  up  got  the  judge,  snd  wld, 
"  There  caa  be  no  doubt  in  tde  matter." 
He  came  now  to  wotber  cue  :— 

"  James  Kelly,  Aodrew  Coiffra' 
Jamet  Dolan,  were  charged  withhaTiDK,  on 
Tuesday,  the  9lh  of  Angnit,  unUvftiDy,  In. 
muttuously,  and  riotously  assembled  Ingclker, 
and  feloniouily  demoliihed  tbe  milt  and  prv- 
raises  of  Messrs.  Stirling  and  Becton,  Id  Loner 
Mosley -street.  The  pritonen  pleaded  noi 
Ituiliy.  Mr.  Wilkins  said  he  appeared  foi 
Cosgrove ;  but  the  AUorney-genertd  staled 
to  the  jary  thai  he  should  not  presi  the  charge 
against  him,  as  he  found  thai  Ihe  allegations 
consisted  of  an  eipresaioi)  used  by  him,  srhieh 
did  not  legitimately  bear  the  CDnslrvctloQ  pal 
upon  it  by  the  police-oBcen." 

He  (Mr.  Du5Gonibe)  wu  now  only  ihow- 
iog  the  want  of  iDtelligeuDe  on  the  part  of 
the  jury,  in  order  that  the  House  might 
see  how  likely  they  were  to  be  wrought 
upon  by  a  judge  taking  such  views  as 
Lord  Abinger.  Tlie  report  of  the  proceed* 
ings  in  this  case  ooniinued  in  these  terras: 

"  The  TorenifiD  again  manifeited  the  calibre 
of  his  intelligence  by  saying  that  they  found 
CosgroTe  guilty  also,  aller  the  declaration 
by  die  Allamey.«eneral,  in  his  address  to 
the  jury,  thai  he  should  nat  preai  tbe  chatya 
agamit  him  !  After  Ihe  verdict  had  been  n» 
corded,  his  Lordsbip  ordered  Superintendent 
Stephenson  to  be  recalled.  On  entering  th« 
vriiDeM-box  he  wa*  asked  to  deacribe  the  state 
of  Manchester  on  Ihe  day  when  Ihe  above 
offence  was  committed  by  the  prisooen.  He 
did  so,  and  said  that  there  were  upwards  of 
10,000  persons  assembled.  Lord  Abinger: 
What  was  their  object  ? — Wiinen  t  A  la^e 
number  of  persons  came  froni  other  town*; 
and  they  went  from  mill  to  mill,  and  com> 
petled  the  men  to  leave  work.  Those  who  did 
■o  Joined  the  turn-outs,  and  they  continned 
the  attacks.  Lord  Abinger:  Just  so.  I  shall 
pass  iontence  anon  these  men  now.  The  prt 
lonen  being  ordered  to  stand  up,  his  Lordlfaip, 
addressing  tfaem,  said,  Yoa  tnve  been  eon- 
vicied  by  a  jury  of  your  coontry  of  a  vaiy  gi«*e 
and  serious  offence." 

Here  he  must  remark  that  the  maaner  of 
the  learned  judge  in  addressing  himself  to 
the  prisoner!,  and  in  pesung  santeiice  upon 
them,  was  described  to  be  such  aa  to  hare 
created  a  thrill  of  horror  throughout  the 
court.  Itwaasomarkedandstrikingasaotto 
escape  the  comments  eren  of  the  bar.  Tbe 
reports  in  the  newspapers  were  Dot  suffi- 
cient to  slinw  the  roanuw  and  tone  of  the 
noble  Lord  in  paxsing  sentence. 

(old  that  iu  the  instauce  to  which  he  wis  .   _  _. , 

then   referring,  and    upon  a  sutaequeBt  |  qnired  «nl«M^  «m1  thtt  Hidvai  mmit 
SMS 


oceasiw,  the  learned  Lord'a  rnauur  wh 
DMst  indeoorous  and  brutal  to  these  awn, 
and  that  he  applM  avery  atrt  of  opuvr 
brioas  eplthat  to  them,  tueb  aa  "i^usi" 
'■  vagabonds,"  and  ether  tenas  of  the  like 
kind.  TheM  eapfcaaioni  mse  reportMl  in 
rery  mild  terms  in  the  qewqiqieva.  The 
report  made  Ixird  AIhb^  ooatinue  bla 
address  to  the  priaonen  in  these  tems  iw 
" Sntely  yon  have  heard,  or  ought  to  have 
heard,  that  it  is  the  peooliar  blssiiog  of  the 
consiitulion  of  England,  that  there  ia  no 
country  in  tbe  world  in  which  Ihera  U  audi 
ample  seotuity  for  parsMal  UbaNy,aBd  tat  iba 
prapetiy  of  iodividnals.  But  if  what  von  haia 
been  doing  should  ho  lolsialedi  of  sttnt  an^ 
would  be  the  Uw?  Of  what  uss,  I  ask,  weald 
be  Ihe  making  of  laws,  tf  such  mWe  as  ]»««• 


don  thuT  iodnstrionsemploynentf    Hie  Is 
law  of  msi  lenieney  and  Btsat  for« 
lUce.    It  doss  not  io§i«t  pswuiiaa  npoa 
roan  who  qmla  his  amploynsnt,  and  wanoaca 
about  in  Idleness." 

The  noble  and  Iwrned  Lord  then  sen- 
tenoed  these  men  te  tweire  moethi'  in- 
pristmnent  with  hard  labour.  In  anothn' 
case,  when  the  oBenos  waa  that  of  slBall^ 
bread,  the  newqiaper  nport  saidi 

His  I«rdBhin,  after  addraaiing  Iba  pri> 
sonen  in  similar  lan|iiMN  (e  that  apnliad  IQ 
Kelly  and  another,  on  Uie  prefiMs  aay>  bib> 
leneed  them  10  b«  tnosperted  for  the  term  ef 
m  laara.  Tbe  mtmiMt  th«  asntsiMa  nm 
:rsd,  iht  moihers  of  ib«  naAirtiuitle  yOwg 
nen  uttered  the  mcat^steipf  ibri4Sf  «M 
earnestly  implored  bis  Lordship  fot  fUKta,  hi 
whioh  the  prisoners  jdnsd,  laylni  IfcsyMd 
raiHyofaayeAMabsm.  xliey 
'emofsd  freie  (be  dosfct  h«l  H  was 


•ome  tiBM  before  otdsr  was  lesteted  u  Ihe 

on." 

In  another  inettBoe,  inwhieh  twenan 
were  Coand  guilty  of  atopplng  wWa,  Iba 
oKWtfKpn  report  said : 
Tbe  leaned  1 


liberal 


araed  iodge  immediately  paswd 
arkd,  after  oommenlJi:^  upon  (he 
es  paid  1^  "f-  Uerrts,  and  the  hst 
leg  been  no  redneilen  in  wsMS  far 
fm,  and  Ihe  filttber  fast  t&t  (ha 
pad  by  Urn  were  nowilUagta  iaave 
,  ymaait  eidered  eneh  ef  tbrna  le  be 
Inprisoaed  aad  kept  to  hard  labour  far  oa« 

rr.    Bis  Lordship  eapmsssd  his  ngret  tfaM 
was  net  ampowatM  to  inSiet  •  btafler 


panisbBseeL'* 

Tbeae  were  but  a  ftw  sampke  ef  tim 
^rit^oT  ledtyjn^'^lch^hb  leaned  Ji^ 


administered  the  law.    Witb  (»rd  to  tw 
noble  aad  leanrnd  Losd'a  flSMoet  it  i*> 


mil    gen 
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be  obtained  in  the  form  of  nral  teBtimony, 
to  give  the  House  ao  idea  of  the  lone  and 
roaaiier  in  which  he  conducted  himself 
towards  the  priBoncra.  He  had  receivt-d 
GtatementB  from  persons  who  were  ready 
to  come  forward  and  subsiaatiate  upon 
oath  the  accuracy  of  wliat  they  narrated. 
One  of  tlicse  statcmentB,  cuming  from  a 
most  respectable  source  said  : — 

"  Messrs. were  preient  at  ihp  IriuU, 

and  nill  come  forward  and  give  an  accouni  of 
the  manner  of  Lord  Abinfter  while  passing  sen- 
leoce  and  Kummingup;  they  describe  his  man- 
ner and  appearance  as  barely  human,  and  ihal 
at  the  mentiou  of  the  '  Charter,'  he  appenreil 
to  lose  all  self-commiind,  grinning  mast  de- 
moniacally; and  as  proof  of  hia  antipathy  to 
those  who  advocated  Chartism,  two  men  from  a 
place  called  Ounkinlield,  near  Asiilon,  stated 
(hey  were  not  ChartisU  ;  one  of  whom  said  he 
never  allowed  the  Charter  to  be  mentioned  in 
hit  house.  In  answer  to  this  set  off.  Lord 
Abinger,  smiling,  staled  '  he  Hhould  consider 
their  case  I'  Since  then  a  memoTi.il  has  lieen 
sent  to  the  Secretary  uf  Slate,  and  they  liaie 
been  liberated,  tliouf[h  they  weri:  charged  wiih 
the  same  oiTenceJas  several  others  who  aie  now 
suffering  the  extreme  of  human  misery;  ihtir 
Dames  are  Turner  and  t'enton.  Fairliunt  was 
convicted  of  the  same  offence  ;  his  friends  sent 
a  memorial  to  the  Queen,  signed  by  most  of 
the  influential  men  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Motlram,  together  with   several   magisirjtcs, 

e raying  for  a  mitigation  of  his  sentence,  which 
as  been  refused,  whilst  the  other  two,  who 
disclaimed  Chartism,  were  released.  The 
whole  affair  is  so  altogether  so  disgusting  that 
I  will  not  insult  you  by  offering  any  remarks 
upon  it.  The  facts — ilie  damning  (acts— spt-ak 
for  themselves." 

He  ^Mr.  DtiDcombe)  believed  this  to 
be  perfectly  ttiic ;  and  with  this  prejudice 
created  in  the  mind  of  the  jury  and  of  the 
public  with  regard  to  Chartism,  it  was  im- 
possible that  tbe  prisoners  could  liavc  a 
fair  trial.  If  these  were  mere  iKiHsiitg 
speeches,  they  would  not  mudi  signify, 
even  thou^^li  they  came  front  the  lipN  of  a 
judge;  but  when  it  wa.s  conHidered  that 
they  were  terms  cmpluyett  u|ion  the  judg- 
ment scat,  and  addressed  to  men  who  wore 
now  tindergiiiiig  the  punishment  pro- 
nounced u|H)n  them,  the  House  wnidd  m*« 
that  liiich  language  and  siicK  iiindtti-t  ns. 
suuiuti  avery  dilferent  I'lianictcr.  Ilu  u'niilil 
now  refer  tit  the  testimiinv  "f  •lames  Al- 
linsoD,  late  a  urisuncr  ill   Knutsfuril  gwd. 


IBM 


This  man  s: 

"  1  am  prepared  (if  necessary)  ti)  make 
of  the  truth  of  the  following  staicnient  ri.'l, 
10  the  treutnieiit  of  Itohrrl  Wihlr,  \t 
Knulsfuid  nouieufforreclion.  1.  Thai 
berl  Wilde  told  me  that  hr  and  the  otlivr^ 


lardAbkgtr. 

into  the  House  of  CoRcction  b  _ 
met  by  the  governor,  who  said, 
you  have  been  sent  hete  to  be  pnnidwd,  «Dd  I 
will  take  care  you  are  puniihed;  forlet  joiv 
neni  be   ever  so   lenient  whilct  joa  br 
I  would  not  give  mncb  for  yoarcMMiia- 
tions  when  you  go  oat.'     3.  I  heard  the  gover- 
nor say  to  Robert  Wilde,  &c.,  in  the  day<4aoa^ 
immediately  after  their  arrival,  *  Bear  in  Brad 
you   men  who  are  sent  here  for  a  loBf  tine, 
our  rules  are  vi-ry  stringent.     You  will  bava 
your  bread  stopped  for  the  sligbtect  gigaea, 
and  if  that  sliauld  happen  often,  ycm  will  navcr 
be  able  to  stand  your  punisbmenl  1'  3.  tfamail 
Lees  told   me,  '  thai  be  and  tbe  otban  vbo 
were  brought  in  with  him,  were  taken  to  the 
tread-mill  on  Wednesday  aflenMwn,  thalbaiac 
rn  according  to  the  uiualpractica ;  mm 
the  following  morning  (Thnnday)  ibay 
again  taken  out  to  treadmill,  conirary  u 


irihe 


4.  Samuel  Lees  further  stated,  that  ht 
e  against  his  will,  ai  ha  wnold 
be  in  ihc  same  building  a*  thieve*  and  vafa- 
bonds  of  the  vilest  description,  and,  alv,  la 
his  overseer  was  a  felon  1'  1  givs  it  as  in  lo- 
lemn  conviction,  that  the  unbrinnaie  ■nftrass 
nuw  confined  in  Knutsford  would  (ai  I  wvnid 
myself)  much  rather  be  transported  for  seven 
years  than  undervo  the  punishment  infliclad  on 
prisoners  in  Knutsford.  I  further  aStB  it  atay 
opinion,  that  if  they  survive  UiMr  long  tavHi  of 
imprisonment,  their  conslitulioos  (which  waia 
strong  and  healthy  on  going  in)  will  not  be  wank 
having ;  for  before  t  came  out,  I  naifcad  with 
deep  sorrow  theii  altered  conntenaneM.  n« 
food  is  of  such  an  inferior  quality,  tafithae 
with  being  so  short,  and  tbeir  anxiety  fir  A* 
fate  nf  their  wives  and  children  being  so  gNM, 
that  deatli  would  be  much  preferable  to  neb  a 
lengthened  period  of  superinhumaa  lutare," 


mU) 


In  addition  to  this,  he  (Mr.  Dui 
had  a  letter  fnnn  Ijeeo  himself, 
to  his  wife.     It  was  as  follows  : 

"  Dear  Wife — I  write  in  hopes  tbaM  bm 
lines  may  tind  you  and  my  dear  child,  mj 
father  and  mother  in  good  health,  likewiae  »f 
sister  Martha,  as  thry  leave  me  in  but  modc> 
ratfly  unod  at  present,  as  I  have  suSmd 
lately  a  little  from  indigestion  ;  your  visit  gave 
me  t:rcat  pleasure,  particularly  when  you  told 
me  that  the  master  and  maoiger  had  behaved 
ia  well  to  you  in  my  absence,  for  which  you 
must  jjire  (hem  my  Ibanks. 

"  Oc:ir  wife,  I  wish  to  firt  you  a  little  ad- 
vice how  ynii  simuld  act  in  gelling  up  the  nwa 
m»iiat  tu  her  Majesty,  in  order  tn  get  my  lefM 
■if  imprison  men  I  shortened ;  first,  than,  I 
must  sH'iw  you  where  the  evidence  against  nc 
was  defective,  nay,  even  fal'-c.  They  swoi* 
that  I  >pDke  at  the  mneiin)(,  on  the  Flh  of 
August  last,  «!'  whii'h  scores  can  testify  to  the 
I'lnilrary.  Seruiidly,  ihry  swore  that  I  did, 
on  AimuM  I'.'th,  Mjtr  tha>  I  had  bean  lo 
.Mr.  Dalloit's,  and  had  aske' 
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IO«tt 


refused  to  give  anything,  I  therefore  advised 
the  people  to  go  and  stop  his  works  ;  this  is 
false.  But  the  fact  is,  on  the  Friday  roomings 
the  12th  of  August,  a  meeting  was  held  at 
VVimb«ry-hilI,  when  Mr.  Dalton's  foreman 
came  and  staled  that  his  master  had  a  quan- 
tity of  goods  in  a  spoiling  state,  and  he  asked 
permission  of  the  meeting  to  be  allowed  to 
finish  them  ;  some  part  of  the  meeting  seemed 
disposed  to  refuse  his  request,  at  which  time 
I  rose  on  the  hustings,  and  advised  the  people 
to  grant  him  permission  to  finish  his  goods, 
which  was  soon  granted.  On  the  evening  of 
the  same  day  another  meeting  was  held  at 
Waddensaugh-green,  when  some  person  told 
the  people  that  Mr.  Dalton  had  been  swearing 
in  a  number  of  specials;  and  what  I  said  at 
that  meeting  was,  that  Mr.  Dalton's  works 
were  going  on  till  the  goods  were  out  of  dan« 
ger,  and  that  the  meeting,  I  hoped,  would  not 
interfere,  but  allow  them  to  go  on  ;  that  was 
the  substance  of  what  I  stated.  Mr.  Lodge 
can  speak  to  what  took  place  at  the  meeting 
in  the  morning,  and  I  should  like  him  to  put 
a  line  in  your  letter  to  that  effect.  These  and 
many  other  facts  I  stated  to  the  Attorney-ge« 
neral  at  my  trial,  and  he  advised  that  my 
friends  should  memorialize  her  Majesty  to  get 
my  time  shortened.  You  must  see  some  of  my 
intimate  friends,  and  they  will  give  you  their 
advice  and  asistance  in  the  matter.  1  feel  cer- 
tain that  should  I  remain  here  the  whole  of 
my  time,  on  my  liberation  I  shall  not  have  a 
constitution  worth  having,  should  I  even  con- 
tinue in  moderate  health,  which  is  far  from 
being  the  case  at  present. 

'<  1  wish  you  to  give  my  best  respects  to  the 
manager,  overlooker,  and  all  my  old  shop- 
mates,  hoping  they  will  give  their  assistance, 
and  all  my  friends  in  villages  around  you. 

"  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  see  you  the  first 
Monday  of  April,  or  my  sister  Martha,  or  any 
of  my  friends  or  acquaintances ;  if  you  come 
bring  the  child  with  you. 

'*  1  hope  you  will  keep  up  your  spirits,  as 
your  unfortunate  husband  has  done  nothing 
that  he  or  you  need  be  ashamed  of.  Write  in 
answer  soon,  and  give  me  all  the  information 
you  can. 

*'  I  remain,  dear  wife, 

**  Your  affectionate  husband, 
''Samuel  Lees. 

"  House  of  Correction,  Knutsford, 
"Jan.  16,1843." 

Robert  Wilde  also  wrote  a  letter,  ginog 
a  melancholy  description  of  his  bealtbiana 
complaioing  of  the  conduct  of  Lord  AUn- 
ger.     ll  was  in  these  terms  :<— * 

**  Dear  Cousin— ^These  few  lines  come  with 
my  kind  love  to  you  and  your  family,  noping 
to  find  you  in  good  health  and  spirits,  as  they 
leave  me  moderately  at  present.  I  received 
your  very  kind  and  welcome  letter  of  the 
12th  inst.  To  begin  mT  very  shoit  letter, 
I  must  inform  you  and  all  oar  friends  in 


the  neighbourhood  from  which  we  come, ; 
that  we  can  be  visited  on  the  2d  of  Ja- 
nuary,* or  not  till  the  first  Monday  in 
the  next  month,  the  hours  of  ten  and 
four  o'clock.  1  shall  be  glad  to  see  you  bere» 
if  you  can  make  it  accora  with  your  engage- 
ments, along  with  either  my  fother  or  brother, 
or  any  other  friends.  The  period  of  my  liber- 
ation approaches  but  tardily,  but  I  shall  recon« 
cile  myself  to  the  lot  of  happiness  which  &lls 
to  my  share.  And  in  order  to  make  the  best 
of  my  leisure  time  after  work,  and  to  have  a 
little  improvement  for  the  mind  mingled  with 
the  tortures  of  the  body,  I  wish  them,  when 
they  come,  to  bring  the  following  books, 
namely — M'Culloch's  and  Cobbett's  Grammar, 
Hamilton's  Geographical  Key,  and  Walker's 
Pronouncing  Dictionary,  and  I  shall  feel  much 
pleasure  in  receiving  from  you  any  small  work 
which  your  library  affords,  sentimental  or  sci- 
entific ;  nothing  theological  or  political  will 
be  allowed.  I  send  my  very  best  and  roost 
affectionate  love  to  my  dear  wife  and  children, 
to  my  fj&ther  and  mother,  to  my  brothers  and 
sisters,  and  I  send  my  sincere  and  warmest 
respects  to  all  friends,  particularly  Mr.  J. 
Mills  and  family,  Mr.  Hall,  and  other  real 
friends,  who  have  given  their  liberal  assist- 
ance to  the  widowed  wife  and  fiuherless  chil- 
dren of  the  unfortunate  Robert  Wild.  *  *  * 
Dear  Sir,  you  may  form  an  opinion  how  easy 
it  is  to  be  contented  upon  such  scanty  allow- 
ance. The  effects  are  already  visible  in  mj 
body,  and  physical  strength  so  hx  impaired, 
that  I  tremble  when  on  my  legs  af^er  the  least 
exertion.  You  will  cease  to  be  snr[>fised  when 
I  tell  you  that  mine  is  not  the  only  case  of  this 
kind.  The  effects  of  confinement  and  poor 
diet  have  reduced  me  extremely  low,  which 

Jou  will  see  when  I  tell  yon  that  on  ray  arrest 
weighed  eleven  and  a  half  stone,  and  now 
only  ten  stone  three  pounds ;  consequently  I 
have  lost  only  one  pound  per  week  for  the 
sixteen  weeks.  We  are  compelled  when  exer« 
cising,  to  walk  with  our  hands  bdiind  us, 
which  I  find  very  inconvenient  these  cold  days. 
I  wish  to  have  a  pair  of  gloves.    I  have  ap- 

}>lied  to  the  magistrates  to  be  allowed  more 
bod,  but  without  sncotss. 

**  My  paper  b  nearly  foil  and  time  expired, 
I  shall,  tberefbre,  dote  for  the  present,  hoping 
that  you  will  forward  this  to  my  fiither  or  wife, 
a  copy  of  it  to  Mottram.  By  attending  to  my 
earnest  request  you  will  greatly  oblige  your 


affectionate  coosin. 


ROBKBT  WiLDX.' 


^  Knutsford  House  of  Correction, 
December  16, 1843." 


.  He  aaid,  that  these  indtridiials  tbas 
harshly  dealt  with  were,  to  all  iDtents  ud 
parposes*  polidctl  prnooera,  that  it  was 
not  mht  or  just  that  they  shdaU  be 
tieatea  either  as  Lord  AUnger  bad  tiested 
them,  in  the  first  ^ace,  er  as  tbey  hud 

*  And  after  that  on  the  tst  Moiidsj  IB  ApiOt 
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since  been  treated  io  the  prisons  in  which 
they  were  conHnccl.  I  hope,  continued 
the  lion.  Gentleman,  that  I  have  now  said 
enough  to  justify  an  inquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  this  learned  judge.  At  all  events, 
if  her  Majesty's  Ministers  are  resolved  to 
stifle  this  inquiry — if  they  are  determined 
not  to  accede  to  it — I  hope  they  will  at 
once  stand  up  Iti  their  places  and  man- 
fully say  whethejr  they  approve  of  the  po- 
litical harangues  which  were  delivered 
by  Lord  Abinger  from  the  jiidgtnent-seat 
at  Liver{)ool  and  at  Chester.  Let  us 
know  whether  there  are  any  of  you  who 
sympathise  with  the  unconstitutional  doc- 
trines of  law  laid  down  and  insisted  uiion 
by  this  recreant  Whig.  I  wish  to  know 
whether  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
James  Graham)  sympathises  in  the  poli- 
tical view  of  such  a  *'  recreant."  1  believe 
that  the  feeling  throughout  the  country  is 
universal  in  reprobation  of  the  conduct  of 
this  judge,  and  that  the  people  will  not  be 
satisfied  unless  some  inquiry  is  instituted. 
But,  if  it  be  incumbent  upon  any  |)crsons 
in  this  House  to  assent  to  an  inquiry,  it  is 
most  especially  so  upon  the  friends  of  Lord 
Abinger.  If  Lord  Abinser  has  been  un- 
justly accused  they  will  have  an  opportu- 
nity, if  my  motion  is  agreed  to,  of  proving 
the  falsehoml  of  what  I  have  stated.  And 
there  is  this  f«ensc  of  justice  in  the  British 
jicople,  that  if  they  feel  that  an  individual 
has  been  traduced  and  wronged,  they  arc 
always  too  ready  and  too  happy  to  wipe 
away  the  wrong  and  io  render  to  him  full 
justice,  and  upon  my  head,  and  U|Km  the 
heads  of  those  at  whose  instance  I  come 
forward,  will  recoil  all  the  shame  and  dis- 
grace of  not  being  able  to  sulistantiate 
the  allegations  we  put  forth.  If  the  Go- 
vernment shrink  from  this  inquiry  what 
will  be  the  opinion  of  the  public?  This 
judge  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  their  servant. 
He  was  ap|)ointed  by  them.  The  public 
will  say  that  you  shrink  from  the  inquiry, 
because*  circumstances  may  c(»nie  out  that 
would  implicate  yourselves.  But  if,  by  the 
force  of  a  majority  in  this  House,  you  stifle 
the  inquiry  I  pro|M)se,  what  is  to  Ixjcome 
of  the  character  of  this  noble  and  learned 
Lord?  Will  he  be  res|K.rted  by  the  jieonle 
when  he  goes  again  to  occupy  the  judg- 
ment seat  at  any  of  your  country  assizes  ? 
I  maintain  that  "ho  will  not.  No;  he  must 
bo  content  to  allow  his  name  to  Ik*  added  to 
that  dreadful  and  alarming  list  c»f  erniinetl 
delinquents  of  former  times  who,  forgetting 
alike  the  <luty  that  they  owed  to  their 
country  and  their  God,  arc  only  *" 


bercd  in  these  days  br  the  amOant  oT  li# 
that  they  violiktcd,  the  t»eneditiblis  tfaiit 
they  promoted,  and  the  judicial  ihiuflM 
that  they  committed.  But  I  will  hope  i&r 
better  things  at  this  day.  I  hope  that  this 
House  is  prepared  to  do  its  daty  oa  tlw 
present  occasion.  I  call  upon  yoa>  Ibr  Am 
sake  of  the  poorer  classes,  to  institttlfe  lUs 
inquiry.  I  call  upM  you,  0<!iltleibeftp  iriM 
support  the  Gofernment  upon  all  tutailhiflaj 
to  vote  with  me  in  fatour  of  thik  dklt|M. 
I  tell  you  that  yoiir  chiiitkcter  is  alsii  iii- 
plicated  in  these  transactions.  I  Galliqm 
vou,  therefore,  for  the  sake  of  the  Gofern- 
ment— for  the  sake  of  Uie  iostituiieiia  of 
the  country — but,  above  alL  fnr  tlie  sahe 
of  the  fair  and  impartial  admioistrttliilf  df 
justice — to  accede  to  the  inquiry  whicB  I 
now  must  earnestly,  but  tbo^t  rtepeclfallf« 
itnplore  you  to  grant.  The  boo.  Gentle* 
man  concluded  by  moving— 

*^  That,  petitions  having  been  prfSiMited 
to  this  House  complaining  of  Lorii  CMef 
Baron  Abinger,  when  presiding  as  jadge  efion 
tlie  execution  of  the  late  special  eoainliidbii 
executed  in  the  counties  of  Chester  kiid  Lin- 
caster,  this  House  do  summon  witnetes  to 
the  bar,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  Ihi 
language  used  by  the  said  Lord  Chief  DBMi 
Abinger  in  charging  the  grand  jnrles,  nkd  M 
summing  up  the  cases  to  the  petty  JnKes  iHmI 
were  empattnelled  under  sudi  special  cibiiuit^ 
sioii,  and  also  in  pacing  sentences  iipoif  pri- 
soners convicted  under  the  same  contatssidb.'* 

The  Attorney 'General  said«  he  shonM 
meet  the  proposition  of  the  lion.  Qencle- 
man  with  a  direct  negative.  Perhaps  tbe 
House  would  allow  him,  in  the  outset;  to 
state  the  part  he  had  takeii  in  these  trans- 
actions. \jor6  Abinger  Was  appointed 
head  of  the  special  commission  that  went 
to  Cheshire  and  Lancashire,  and  he  hap- 
pened to  practise  before  Lord  Abinger.  He 
was  not  aware  that  against  the  conduct  of 
the  Crown,  or  the  Immediate  serfants  of 
the  Crown,  there  had  beeti  uttered  one 
single  word  of  complaint.  He  bad  con. 
ducted  the  prosecutions  in  the  cases  te- 
forred  to  ;  he  had  address^  the  juries;  he 
had  called  upon  the  court  to  tntiicl  punish- 
incnt  upon  the  prisoners  ;  but  he  wis  not 
aware — though  he  might  be  mistaken  in 
the  view  taken  of  his  conduct — that,  in  aB| 
part  of  the  kingdom,  any  expressions  had 
been  uttered,  impugning  the  coiidtet  of 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crown.  He  eonM 
not  avoid  cxp-essing  his  surprise  lfiat,aflt^r 
the  imputatiiiF  ^  which  the  hon.  .Member 
had  cast  up-  learned  Jadge— after 

^  the  admioi  *iistice  had  been  ab 
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much  calumniated — not  by  the  hoD*  Mem- 
ber opposite,  but  by  other  persons — thdte 
calumnies  had  not  been  extended  to  any 
of  the  parties  who  took  an  immediate  and 
active  share  in  conducting  the  prosecn- 
tiohs.  The  House  would«  perhaps,  per- 
mit him  to  say,  that  the  most  leiiienl 
course  was  adopted  in  the  conduct  of 
those  prosecutions ;  and  that,  though  ih 
many  of  tHe  cases  connected  with  these 
extraordinary  outrages,  charges  of  high 
treason  might  hate  been  preferred,  and  as 
he  thought  successfully  supported,  it  was 
not  considered  advisable  to  prefer  charges 
of  so  grave  and  serioiis  a  nature.  In  the 
calehdar  of  caftes  which  came  before  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Tindal  there  was  a  charge 
of  high  treason  t  and  it  was  chiefly  ih  al- 
ludlhp:  to  that  case  that  Lord  Chief  Jui* 
ti'ce  Tindal  directed  those  observation^ 
which  had  been  so  much  commented 
ijppn,  and  so  justly  commended,  though  it 
appeared  to  him  that  those  corhmenda- 
tibns  had  in  some  measure  been  bestowed 
fbr  the  purpose  of  casting  odium  upon  the 
charge  of  Lord  Chief  Baron  Abinger:  The 
House  would,  perhaps,  allow  him  to  call 
its  attention  to  the  manner  in  Whibh  this 
charge  had  been  ushered  in.  He  did  not 
find  that  any  petitions  had  been  presented 
to  the  Honse  from  any  of  the  relation^  br 
friends  of  one  single  person  who  was  tried 
on  the  occasion  to  which  allusion  had  been 
made,  ior  that  any  petitions  had  emanated 
from  the  prisoners  themselves,  although 
many  of  them  still  remained  in  confine- 
ment. The  hon.  Member  would  correct 
him  if  he  was  in  error,  but  he  repeated 
that  he  did  not  find  thbt  any  one  individual 
among  the  persons  who  were  supposed  to 
be  suffering  from  the  conduct  which  bAd 
belen  complained  of  had  presented  a,  peti- 
tion to  that  HoQse.  Nor  did  he  find  thAt 
any  one  Gentleman  who  had  practned 
before  the  courts,  either  as  attorney  or  ad- 
vocatcj  had  either  pretented  any  petitioBy 
or  had  given  instructions  for  any  state- 
ment to  be  made  upon  his  authority,  as  a 
member  of  the  profession,  that  irregularitj 
or  excess  of  any  kind  had  been  com- 
mitted by  Lord  Abinger.  Neither  did  he 
find  that  a  single  petition  had  rssoed  from 
any  of  the  juriejk  who  were  soppoi^.to 
have  been  misled,  or  from  any  one  of  tb« 
grand  jurymen  whose  filings  were,  sop* 
posed  to  have  been  outraged,  by  th^charga 
of  the  Lord  Chief  Barony  He  did  find^ 
however,  that  some  six  petitjqns  were  pre* 
aented  before  the  iOth  of  f^kmeq^  iioiBi 


Hull,  Marylebonft,  Norwich,  Looghbo- 
rough,  Newport^  and  Barnsley;  on  the  13th 
a  petition  was  presented  from  l^righton  % 
and  on  the  17tb,  fodrteen  petitiotii  were 
prea^hted)  the  ttiajorityi  be  believed^  being 
from  the  tmiiiediate  neighbourhood  of  Lod« 
don ;  hot  not  ode  of  these  oetitkina  had 
emanated  from  any  |)eri0Q  who  professed 
to  hate  been  present  at  the  trial,  or  Ip  be 
able  to  afford  the  House  any  personal  in- 
Ibrniatioil  On  the  aabjeot.  He  ihotild^  ha 
hoped,  be  the  last  Member  of  that  House 
who  woiild  either  thrtiw  any  doubt  on  the 
right  of  petitibdi  or  who  would  queiftion 
the  duty  of  the  Hodse  to  attend  carefully 
and  anxioualy  to  all  petitions  which  were 
presented  to  it ;  but  he  thottghti  that  in 
this  cascf  in  the  total  absence  ef  any  peti** 
tion  from  any  person  who  complelned  of 
injury^  or  who  knew  that  anything  had 
been  done,  calling  for  the  interferenee  ef 
the  House,  they  might  fairly  infer  that  the 
paHieii  whe  had  made  the  atatements  Uf 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Finlbuty  had 
refiBired,  must  either  have  been  mitwd  by 
exaggeratea  reports^  or  that  their  itate* 
Inents  rouiit  In  certain  particulart  be  destt- 
tttte  of  foundation.  He  was  aware»  tli(|tt 
comments  had  been  made  in  the  puUie 
papers;  And  the  bbn.  Meml>er  had  cited 
certain  passages  from  articlee  which  ap 
peered^  he  beliefcd,  in  The  TVmes,  the 
CAfOfttcfe,  the  Momuig  Herald^  and  other 
metropolitan  journalfi  and  in  oneconnly 
newspaplBT,  to  show  that  the  writeia  in 
those  papeia  disapproved  of  the  conduct 
of  Lord  Abinger.  Why,  if  it  was  meant 
by  the  patteraphs  wUch  the  faon.  Member 
had  read,  that  the  w^ten  disapproved  of 
Lord  Abinger^  introducing  party  mtilfce 
hi  his  charge  to  the  grand  jury^  he  (the 
Attorney-Genetal)  entifuiy.  agreed  mfk 
them..    But.  he  deni^  the  fhct>    He  re- 

Bated  that  he  denied  tke  fact;  if  tneboa. 
eokbers  oppoaite  woutd.  aftead  to  the  tern 
remarks  whiak,  he  intended  to  midce  upoa 
the  qhiaige  itelf,  be  woutd  undertake  to 
satisfy  the  House  that  nothing  like  party 
politica  were  intiKidiiced  by  Lord  Abinger 
m  liM  chai||;e..  ttie  bon.  kf ember  Ikad 
cited  two  prec>|^entf  •  He  liad  nientt<Micd 
the  caaa  of  a  Welsh  judge,  who  was  dao  « 
magiatrate  for  the  county,  tmd  to  spme 
flagrant  npttconqoct  on  wboae  part,  if  '{|e 
roMlIected  'ri|4ii^^  tlie  aitteotion  o^  Uie 
House  urn  emled  may  ^reaiaigo,  by  the 
present  Lord  Cbief  JfUMe^^um  dMi  riu 
jpri^ented  the  tcfw^  of  NbCtiM|^am.    \te 
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fifMuliiet  fJ  rhat  inriiv^duai  in  i  msu^Rtnte.  |  imi   learned  Lard  hod. 

AOt  u  1  jiul^s.     Tiie  Hi^iUK  enrerained    pnniicanr.n  snv  macenai 

the  '^iimtinn,  \wjaMne.  i'.  vvia  Israueht  far-  •  biui   ictuaily  tiiilen   train  buBv  tf 

«4rd  di-stiiir: l<j ;  iiid  ca^.im   tfattunencj    :3n!fented  .r  ca  die  ^vortdL  mil 

«6r4  made  "^v  the  nr«a.  vid  leaned  Giui-  |  -imenrtacnns.  he  chonsiit 

tliMUin  vhii  then  repre»>nred  Xr^ctinsnam.  >  ^ancs  vonid  aoL  haw 

which,  it*  rme.  tmn'^ntj^i-i  'iemanrle::  >n- :  af  the  hon.  HemiMr  nir 

''^niry.     He  oelteved,  however,  rjuir.  x  -vis :  vcmd  doabtieaa  iiafe 

A^  fieemed  '•xperlienr.  rr>  nMv<>  m  ^lid.'^M  <  the  Huuae.     Be  had 

t^tlie  Cr-iwii  on  ?.he  whject  r/rJii*  tniscr.n'    cr.ilate   the  chorze  of  Laid 

^lUiX  of  that  learned  ]arl|^     The  other ,  concamed  :n  i  aeviga^ 

casie  wn  one  from  which  he  ihouiil  nav-i  i  obrxned  w* cheat  ihe  liiehi 

thcngr^t  the  hon.  Member  for   Flnsibury  i  -.he  pciit^cal  nrnciclei  whickk; 

wonid  have  dnwn  verj  diix^retic  <!Gaci>i-|  wicii  :he  editioa  pubiiahed  I 

tioM  from  fJciOvt  which  he  had  idopced.  |  ship'i  saihonrv;  and*  as  fir 

fc  waa  :»dmitred  on  ail  hands  tha:  i  \idii  i  diaccver.  there  waa  ooC 

Ti^  only  ni^.c  alinde,  but  that  it  lome-  I  any  aaterai  cmiaaiGa  or 

tioK^  became  hui  duty  to  allnde — to  pcti^- 1  the  bezraninz  ta   the  end.     Il 

ticai  afFairs.     Th^  nr.b(e  I^^rd.  the  preseac  j  that  iooxe  expreasooa  were  ifighilji 

Secretary  of  Srate  for  the  Coioniefi,  who  it  j  bn:  both  w«re  sabscxntiaily  the 

the  time,  he  beiieved,  diled  die  same  iirua-  j  mast   aak  the   permiaaimt  of 

Ik'fA  nnder  another  fioT^mment,  taid, ''  it\  b^snore   he   prcceeded  Co  aOiHic  id   Loal 


M  not  OTily  his  prmleg<%^-it  may  be  his 
Anfj"  The  case  agiinst  Eiroa  Smith,  u 
presenfftd  to  the  Hoiue  by  the  present  hon. 

and  learr*ed  M^^mber  for  the  coontT  of !  sion  was  issaed.  He  did  thk  with 
(Uifk,  who  then  represented  the  city  of 
Jioblin,  wa3  lhi!i'tbat,at  a  conn  cry  xisize 
wb^re  there  were  only  i^venteen  cases  of 
c/>W'4tesilin^,  pig-itealin^,  and  biramy, 
bfil  wh^r^  there  was  no  otfen':e  of  a  poli- 
tical nature  for  trial «  the  learned  B^on 

had  made  certain  ob-erraticni  on  the  ^e-    eluded.  He  teit  himself  compelled  to 
neral  tut^  of  the  connrry,  and  bvi  intro-  {  «i(h  ^rea:  modcntiOD,  when  he 
Aunt-A   rAatreri  whi'ih  at  that  tise  were  |  bered  thit  the  lanzca^which  he 
f.on4ir|^:r':<i  to  partake  of  the  nitofc  of  par:y 


.Abinjsr's  char^,  to  direct 
tor  a  few  moments  to  the 
countTT  at  the  nme  the 

sicaft 
re^et,  and  be  owned  that  he  rnaiht  hiwi 
wished  that  the  hen.  Meoibcr  had  poit* 
poned  his  motion  nntil  the  most  ~ 
of  those  tnais — at  least  as  £u  as 
of  Lancaster  was  coocemed — lo 
hon.  GentUman  had  referred  had 


fffAiticn.  Hnf:\t  wi\  the  char;;?  azatnst 
Baron  Smith,  and  the  (ionse  by  a  majo- 
rity,  he  \>th*:vfji,  of  ninety- three,  referred 
the  ^ubjoct  to  a  Select  Committee;  but 
when  thf;corrimit'«^ecame  to  be  nominated, 
it  wa.«  moved,  that  the  order  for  the  ap- 
p^^intment  of  tlie  c^imniittee  should  b-^  dis- 
chars(ed  ;  it  was  then  felt,  that  with  re- 
ference to  t}icchar:;es  marjc  against  Baron 
Smith.it  f]id  not  br:Come  thediznitv  of  the 
ffoiiv:  to  trifle  with  its  important  duty  in 
uivt'.Hitij^hUtij;  the  conduct  of  a  j'idjfe,  and 
i\n:  or'ier  wax  dischar^^cJ.  These  wore  the 
two  in^tancos  in  (Kiint  of  precedent  on 
wliicli  the  hon.  Member  founded  his  case 
for  r;illin;{  upon  the  llouteto  hear  witnesses 
at  llio  bar  in  substantiation  of  *^«>^s. 
7'lifre  would  be  no  necrssit  ^it- 

uv.%^*'.^  to  prove  the  dclirer^ 
jury  by  Ixird  Chief  I3aron  ■ 
chari;*!   lo  which  the   hon 
referred, for  that  charge  baa 
by  Lord  Abiogcr  himself. 


m:  jht  b^  circulat-Ml  throoghoat  the 
of  Lancaster,  whcher  he  was  to 
to-mGrr:w  w-sie^  to  conduct  a 
mcst  important  rnal — against  the 
and  the  principle  one nders  with 
the  late  distorbancest  But  he  moatdo  jaa- 
t;ce  to  the  oobie  and  learned  Lord.  The 
House  was  aware  that  daring  last 
within  a  very  short  time,  an 
broke  out  in  no  less  than  seven  or 
coanties.  He  had  become  more  parties- 
larly  acquainted  with  the  detaik  of  tha 
insurrection  in  the  counties  of  Chester 
and  Lincastor;  and  l.c  belicTcd  that  n 
these  counties  not  less  than  from  fifty  to 
I  '* )  milU  were  stopped,  and  above  50,000 

gbt  150,«?00  wonld  be 
•—ft   Urge  majority  of 
'^  to  remain  at  thair 
— eedhgf  of  certam 
Lueir  castonvr 
ftDdCh«-f 
rihntvi" 


pc:rson 
nearer 
whom 
work 
part  it: 
Ioy" 
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county  of  Stafford.  In  some  very  few 
instances  lives  were  lost ;  and  for  ten  days 
or  a  fortnight  large  bodies  of  men,  varying 
in  number  from  2,000  or  3,000,  to  7,000, 
8,000,  or  9,000,  marched  about  the  coun- 
try stopping  all  the  mills,  and  preventing 
the  progress  of  every  species  of  labour.  A 
body  of  9,000  men  marched  into  Man- 
chester and  took  possession  of  the  town. 
They  professed  to  enter  under  the  banners 
of  peace,  and  they  gave  such  promises  as 
induced  the  civic  authorities  to  withdraw 
the  military,  and  to  permit  them  to  march 
into  the  town.  They  dispersed  themselves 
throughout  the  town  —  the  shops  were 
closed  —  and  the  provision  shops  were 
either  broken  into  by  parties  of  the  in- 
surgents, or  the  tradesmen  were  compelled 
by  threats  and  menaces  to  give  them  food. 
In  one  instance  a  workhouse  was  entered, 
and  the  bread  provided  for  the  poor  was 
carried  away  by  the  mob.  At  this  time 
two  deliberative  bodies  were  holding  their 
meetings  in  Manchester,  by  one  of  which 
placards  of  the  most  inflammatory  nature 
were  issued,  desiring  the  people  to  arouse 
themselves  to  resist  the  tyranny  under 
which  they  lived,  to  cease  from  all  labour, 
and  to  take  care  to  get  arms,  promising 
them,  that  after  the  lapse  of  a  certain 
period,  if  they  were  prepared  to  use  the 
advantages  which  nature  had  given  to 
them,  they  would  succeed  in  obtaining  the 
Charter.  The  Charter  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  administration  of  justice ;  but  he 
would  ask  the  House  if  Lord  Abinger  was 
not  perfectly  right,  when  it  became  his 
duty  to  address  the  grand  juries  in  the 
counties  of  Chester  and  Lancaster,  to  point 
out  how  nearly  the  conduct  which  had 
been  pursued  verged  upon  the  crime  of 
treason,  if  indeed  it  fell  short  of  it ;  and, 
in  his  humble  opinion,  it  did  not  ?  Was 
not  the  noble  and  learned  Baron  perfectly 
right  in  pointing  out  that,  though  it  was 
lawful  to  discuss  any  question  in  a  proper 
manner  by  pamphlets,  by  lectures,  and 
even  by  public  assemblies  of  a  peaceable 
character,  yet  that  the  people  had  no  right, 
by  force,  by  menaces,  by  compelling  per- 
sons to  abstain  from  labour,  and  so  inter- 
rupting the  peaceful  industry  of  the  coao- 
try,  to  carry  the  terrors  of  something 
closely  resembling  civil  war  into  every 
parish,  and  into  every  house  of  every 
parish — and  for  what  purpose  ?  To  carry 
the  Charter.  These  were  the  proceedings 
against  which  the  charge  of  Lord  Abiii|;er 
was  directed^not  agunil  viytbiDg  lil» 


the  free  discussbn  of  public  questioos.  The 
House  would,  he  hoped,  bear  with  him 
while  he  mentioned  some  facts  which 
would  show  the  frightful  extent  to  which 
this  system  of  combination  and  conspiracy 
was  carried.  To  such  an  extent  was  the 
system  of  interrupting  labour  carried,  that 
in  four  or  five  towns  there  sat  a  committee, 
called,  he  believed,  **  the  committee  of 
public  safety,**  whose  business  it  was  to 
mitigate  the  tyrannv  of  the  mob,  and  per- 
mit persons  to  perform  certain  works  of 
necessity  or  mercy.  For  instance,  if  a 
ftmily  lost  a  near  relative,  and  it  became 
necessary  for  them,  out  of  decent  respect 
to  go  into  mourning,  the  tailor  was  com- 
pelled to  make  application  to  the  com- 
mittee of  public  safety  before  he  could  call 
together  the  journeymen  in  the  trade.  It 
had  been  proved  in  evidence,  that  in  one 
case  a  tailor  went  before  a  committee  of 
twelve  or  fourteen  mechanics  or  laboorets, 
who  were  sitting  at  a  table,  and  who  called 
themselves  a  committee  of  public  safety 
who  heard  his  application  to  be  allowed  to 
employ  workmen.  They  debated  as  to 
whether  or  not  such  an  infraction  of  their 
mles  should  be  allpwed ;  and  eventaally 
a  memorai^dum  in  writing  was  given  to 
him,  which,  was  produced  in  evidence^ 
permitting  him  to  make  a  certain  number 
of  suits  of  clothes.  But  thb  was  not  all, 
for  the  next  day  the  committee  of  puUio 
safety  assembled  the  people  in  the  market- 
place, and  informed  them  that  they  hid 
granted  thb  license,  asking  and  receivnig 
Uie  popular  sanction  fiwr  their  act.  He 
mentioned  this  circomstance  to  dbow  tba 
House  how  deep,  how  extenshre,  and  how 
well  planned  a  scheme  was  m  operatkNi* 
and  he  [might  add,  that  in  the  counties  of 
Chester  and  Lancaster  six  or  as^t  of 
these  committees  were  established,  what, 
then,  must  have  been  the  sute  of  things 
in  Aogost  and  September,  whra  the  spe- 
cial commission  wu  issued?  Why,  if 
eztraoidmary  vigilance  had  not  been  need 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  spread 
of  theinsumctkm,  it  was  difficult  to  iamm 
gine  what  lamentable  and  dreadful  const, 
quences  might  not  have  ensued  from  this 
efibrt  to  carry  by  force^  and  by  vioknt 
agitatkm,  what  were  called  **  the  points  of 
the  charter.^  He  would  nownrooeed  to 
allude  to  the  diaige  of  Lord  Abinfsr.  It 
wu  to  him[n  matter  of  iDdiSMtDeo  whe^ 
tber  he  read  the  speedi  fton  the  new* 
paper  iqpoft  or  not;  bntf  neriiBpSt  ttisanld 
M  BOfo  ouufwumt  that  Im  dMiiU  Moli 
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H  »  ly^fdjfc.p  !>.<:.  y.'x.'?'.*ji'A  "c  n't* 
rrjr^'r.*  */►  !.v*  *f  yi'i  cf  :ii3  C-intr.     H-: 

r*<e  of  5:%^  \ma»rjn:rj  vxs  ircir^*.  b-»- 
fof%  a  \t\rr,tf\  J^'if  ^,  h*  •wss  ts  -<  ': •birred 
ffMii  mtkiff^  9Tij  restrk.},  ?i:*  t»'::'?-jccT  if 
whi/.K  BT.  g'.t  '>^  10  -pV-id  1  r»Tsrcr:t  f:: 
fK*  !*•!,  ird  a  <i*c*c!  C',«rTar.c€  c:  trc-n 
*JijfMrf  cf  priTi»«  -iJid  t:S!c  If?  w-  :K 
ntff:  ir.*  fo-Jfidatcr.j  cf  §■:•:' d  riCTi  tx  * 
Jiid  lK*y  fr.'r^n  'o  'r.f'jr.  "it  1=  '.  t  c2«-_ 
of  ar.T  poblic  cr.rs^  w?  :ch  rr'rr.t  b-: 
broijijtjt  under  the  n-.'ic'-  cf  a  'Hr^.  :: 
Wat  not  hi?  dytv,  in  z^reril  i-:r:r.s.  tc 
rrake  lach  cb«r?aticr.«  wi'h  rcfcr^r.-:-:-  :: 
t\tt  oW^nre  ri%  might  prrmi'':  in  t'-.-:  rr.  r.-ts 
of  ih*;  grand  yirj  and  cf  the  p^"  p!e  1  re- 
f^rijncc  for  the  law*  and  «"  ^•tac^rr.':nt  r  j 
the   ifi^tiiu'ions    of    lb**  ^  '     H- 

roald  not  understand  "  i  iod^c 

sbotild  be  debarred  a)< 


ns  ::   n«>  n«:nirmiK  if  "As 
:m     p.ineft     I'lie^    3ta*iK 
ii:»r'!'r«r  IMC   lie  .eaciesr 
n.c. 


>mnnxnnif    T-rm     i 

fcmii    :r   :.-Ti:«»    :!:iijB^iisxises 

ii:c.   3uniiiaida   Tiiiri*: 
iMtza   via    .1  iifiiroB : 

Tirt  rri.vi   xrr  ■::  .1,;  izw^.  «i 

t'iT  w'i  lis    111**'     .  "2i 

•iorttifi    I":.!?:    r.Lr:a 

:■:  i/ri  ii^: '  2r*i  17  L:ri  Abn^gsr  fli  Laa- 

Tiin     "wiA  in  ■!:.*  ^iro.  * 

:.:  i  I.  iT^ '-ir:    turi'.ca  :' 

■•  :.i".  I'.'t  Z'Z'Z*'*  izd  narw-i  L» 

jr.  i.a  icaiS!=i«sQ  vsr:  mScstaed  t0  ^b- 

r*:r:<ii   :r  :-■>    m.*?:.     He  wo«ld  ■■■- 

c'-i:£e  :i  i:^:  :':cdci:«-j3a, — 


^IMSa    C^ 


I-  • 


i:r:e  A'.::rzfT-r:acril  soM  dcoiactly  le- 
i&d=:':«::;*i.  Lcci  Abcz^?  ihongot  it  rigkl 
M  cil.  :h-2  ai'-ir-jc.  ci*  :.:*  ^and  jary  to 
::.c5^  :'i:i«.  :':r  lie  f  ^rjote  cf  Mio«iii|; 
:hi:  :h=  :V:^::  ::  :re  ;<rKas  vlio  thss 
i*<i=.i[:^l  -xii  r:c  p>£ actable  d'JciuakNi 
la:  ::..>-:i"  :r..  '. ::  :iat  ihcir  object  was 
J ;  : » .  -a  « e  ^ r. : ; :  ■:  :..3 .  Jite,  ic  i  by  mii«- 
th  T.z  =:i:Iv  ^;  :r:icL^c  ictoal  force  to 
^  b:a .  r.  •  r  :  ai j  r :  ■: ::  c  f  ih e  mca*!! m  ihev 
'  idT:ca'.iJ.     Tie  r  ;r'.*  Lori  said, 

'      '-THii  pET7:«   »5T-:  ZT.i  ihit  all  FaglttJ 

i  r  UK'Uia-.i>  iM'  r.ca,  ih^t  Irttend 

the  Va::'e  ;  lad  that  the  sen 
,  •«  ibe  cuxbct  cf      ^*"^ 

fnrkssof  ' 

I  |oiBi^ 


lotr 


cm 


the  daj.  These  are  cifcurastancfes  «hieh 
plainly  show  that  Ihcsc  pnrltes  endeaToured 
to  delude  ihe  muUiludG  lite;  addressed  wllh 
the  notion  that  their  force  »as  becoming  irre- 
sialible,  and  that  they  might  effect  tliejr  olijecls 
by  alarming  llie  Legialalure,  or  by  imposing 
reslraibt  ^Ten  on  tlie  SoVeieign." 

He  (the  Attotnef-g^neral)  would  ven- 
ture to  vouch  to  tlie  House  that  every  *yl- 
lable  of  that  sUlemeut  was  to  the  letter 
true  ;  and  did  the  hon.  Member  for  FinB- 
bury  mean  to  Gay  that  persons  mi^ht  as- 
B^tinAi  togethbt  by  thousands  Btid  thou- 
saridi,  that  they  nilght  encourage  each 
other  by  the  representation  thet  England 
was  favourable  to  their  objects,  that  Ire- 
land wai  ready  to  join  them,  that  "the 
men  of  Birmiiigliaiti,  to  the  nhmber  or 
IdO.OdO,  attned  with  steel,"  were  march- 
ing to  assist  them  ;  and  would  he  coniehd 
that  to  pei:30D>  who  might  be  charged  be- 
fore bim  with  cfTpnces  arising  out  of  sach 
proceedings,  s  learned  jii<lg;e  was  to  de- 
clare, "  Od  and  deliberate;  cbniider 
among  joutselTea  whether  you  will  sup- 
port uoiversitl  salfragc,  vole  by  Ballot,  no 
property  qualification,  and  all  the  points 
of  Ihe  charter.  From  the  throne  of  jus- 
tice I  praDoance,  that  your  proceedings 
are  perrectlf  legal ;  you  have  a  right  to 
tneei,  to  diRlias.  atid  lo  detibetate  ujioti 
ptiblic  qOesllbfts,  and  therefore  I  dismiss 
jou  ?"  If  they  chose  to  construe  iha  ex- 
pressions of  the  noble  and  learned  judgi 
to  infer,  thai  all  aticmpls  to  alter  the  con- 
itiluiion  were  io  be  put  down,  lioubtless 
Ihe  charge  of  the  noble  Chief  Baron  was 
anconititationfcl  ;  bat  the  observations  of 
the  le^nea  jtfdge  did  not  warrant  such 
inference.  What  the  noblb  iind  letlriied 
judge  meant  lo  say,  and  what  he  did  say, 
was  thisi— 

"If  you  btint  forward  force,  by  which  you 
may  control  and  overawe  the  GovemroeDt, — 
and  if  you  use  it,  or  conspire  to  use  it. 
are  guilty  of  irea-ion — at  all  events  a  i 
bioed  conspiraty  to  cDcct  these  objects  : 
high  ia  offence  as  can  be  committed." 

The  boo.  Member  for  Finsbury  said 
this  was  a  new  doctrine  respecting  the 
crime  of  treason.  Would  the  House  al- 
low him  to  quote  the  words  of  Lard 
Abioger  f — 

"  By  the  law  of  this  country  the  crin 
high  treason  is  lechnicaUy  limited  lo  ai 
tempt  on  the  h(e  of  the  Sovereign,  or  to 
ing  war  on  the  Sovereign  -,    bul  the  judges 
have  from  the, earliest  times  considered  l^ 

COfBJftracj'  to  lety  war,  and  lo  employ  for 

rMtinit  (m  MO  of  the  Sovereign,  is  nn  orert 


act  of  high  treiiltiii;  abd,  If  MU^tdHljf 
ntoved,  is  sdfficiiitit  iW  ja^H  kAiii,  wHSB 
coiDblned  with  M  iUtebUbb  df  nhll*  lAlttliltw 
restraint  nn  ilie  Sbvereign,  In  flUdilig  it  to  w 
high  tredion.  1  dd  ilUf  niMMttBiiir  Uiat  iUi 
Gofcmment  intend  io  ptt^  th6  IiMittlUlehB  tb 
;ni,  andlhdK^tSl>i<>*<'itUJtbeliI 
niiy  of  the  (JovemmeDt  that  they  are  ttSt 
placed  in  a  position  bnitdMl  td  thBlr  lirU." 
Then  the  hon:  M^beF  ttiihA  Iftfall  «Mt 
ihecharg<i  in  andUiet  rtf^.  IIKitl^. 
Member  said, 


Here  is  again  B  hew  doctrine.    Ho  Biwnu 
bly  of  the  people  is  ip  bii  aUowed.  ^  £varj 
assembly  of  3,U0d  Or  3,t>bt)  oi  l&e  people  !• 
unlawful  mcetlbg."         ' 

And  the  bon.  Member  cited  the  ctaiia 
of  the  Lord  Mayor  MSfmbliiiB  thf^Hnrj 
in  coinmoR-hall,  and  of  tfae  tbcHff  COB- 
veUing  a  meeting  of  the  ftethoMetd  M 
the  purpose  of  a  conn  I  j  election.  He 
roust  confess  that  fafl  thoDftit  the  fBU  of 
the  hon.  Meniber  Had  a  litlTe  W  '  '"  ' 
hiii  discretion  agd  accnracjl..  [ti 
qombe  ^  Had  qabted  froid  tlie  pk{ 


a  liote  of  the  hoii. 

which  he  made  long  before 


i  obHrrjiuonf 
proceed  infU 


Lord  Abjnger  [to  ue  petit  jilt^.j  1 
'  "'    '    B.  BUmowio"^""" 
^  "  ifore  proc 
allude  to  the  charge  to  the  petit  jiiif. 
Lord  Abinger  said — 

"  An  anlawfdl  asfcwbly  It  an  awfettbly  ctt- 
Iceicd  logethcr  for  some  illegal  ol()eett  and  1^ 
caxe  11  eiUibiis  by  Its  acU  and  condBctsoma 

riottius  assembly, 

Where  was  the  candour  of  the  hon. 
Member,  wheti  hfe  tiJHlcd  upou  the  House 
td  bpply  this  dtKtHhb  lb  Ihe  meeting  of 
the  Uvkiy  of  ySmt  at  the  call  of  ike 
Lord  Mayor,  of  to  the  assembling  of  liie 
voters  of  a  couoU.for  the  purposes  of  an 
eieetioD,  in  comfHtaacf  with  the  notice  of 
the  sheriff.  The  hoMB  and  iMttllU  LmB 
obaetved, 

"  A  grent  deal  KU  bt&  faOi  ^  Jtfent 
Sm^s  as  to  What  AdHfl  hH  tHOUBlmJ^  &£ 
lawftit  assembly." 

But   immediately  preeedli^  Uiti,   tfle 

(fable  Lord  sai(f( 

'^  An  unlawfiJMajpfc^iiy  is^^ 
lected  together  fbr  Ihm  m^al  otgaaL" 

And  thefortMf 
be  read  «ith  thb, 
and  learoed  Ldv 

"  A  Kreat  deal  has  bm  JM  ItHMIt 

l»fV^mb't^')1^  oS  391ff^£t 
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vb«!  hst»  taken  puict  »•  vat  vvoli}  ius  r^^^  •  vb:^  c':ifiO<Bd.  ;liM  ibe 
rite  to  dncDMBOD  wd  li*  ;o:xi: 'iwci  ^l  tt'urj  cr  ,  yy^^n*^  cfl'  ik?R 


knit  aod  « Ikrtjey  zif^rer  o&l  i*«:  kSKea^'^iec  fi>r 

He  hoped  thit  the  pod  fesK  of  ibe 
ffpUK  iBd  of  the  ccnzDiTT  vould  rcpport 
the  lav,  atxi  prevent  the  adcfpikm  c^  tiit 


dtiKr.poifr.  it*e  te&deBCj  of 


jeaa  IS  Ufcrz:.  terror,  and  d 
tbe  peare,  vai  an  colavial 
be  z£i»s  SET,  t^ai  be  estireij 
tr.»   c^KZLiDD.      Tike  noble 


oftka 

cf 


priDctple  that,  uoder  prttecice  of  beicff    Ciitf  Bircn  p: 


a  deliberative  aaaeKLbW,  from  ^/^X'   to 


IfTC^L.  Gez^uemenLfiBdiDdividvali 


I'S/XKJ  meo   migibt  be  collected  in  tbe  !  tit»e  k9seix.b  j«  wbo.  bjtbcir 
open  air 9  to  consider  vbetHer  or  i^rA 


•.* 


:i-s:  :r*-er-':ipTa  m  Tic»«iipe 
P'rat«ef  ::■  ibt  exieni  of 


ML 


sod  ^eieuting  tbe  dbb 


xae^t  c<f  Ik^miT.  those 

wi^TK  sense  of  a«  wc-d.  It  will  be 

:i'  £iid  b:  is  a^its:  all  peiiOQa_piwad  m  ha 

cozvoemed  in  roch  7 


GoDStitotioo  of  the  coantnr   shobld   be 

altered,  and  m'lgit  co3»e  to  thu  condo- 

Moo : — 

"  Nov  let  us  separate :  let  one  ^nion  e?  to 
one  pUce  and  sto}i  labcrt;i  there,  and  oiber&  to 

another  quaner,  and  rertra^n  I kbour  the rt."*  _.  ,         .  •         <i    •        « 

'  Tne  odW  ether  ponioo  of  the  cune 

If  the  hoD.  Men  ber  oppoHle  chose  to  1  ^^  ^y\^\^  {v,^  ton.  Men^  ^VpMle  ■*- 
pick  out  au  isolated  passage  from  Lord  j  retted,  was  that  in  vhidi  the  noble  aad 
Abinger*scbarge.aridtosaythathewould  I  learned  Lord  refcned  to  ibe  prabeble 
take  that  pamge  apan  from  the  context,  conicquenca  whicb  voold  folknrthc  mc- 
be  conid  only  say,  the  hon.  Member  vas  ^ess  01  the  desic&s  of 
at  perfect  liberty  to  do  so;   he  conld  not 


prefeot  the  hon.  Member  from  pursuing       'Tl^ ^""T"^'  ^  ^^^f    ^ 

^    .  1.1  I J  I  .  condoci,  DT  t:»e  ric^lausB  01  the  lav  by  « 

such  a  course;   but  he  mould  appeal  to  tl-ev  Ire,  bi^wUtiie  calculated  the*  aieio. 

the  candour  and  good  sense  of  the  House  ^^  ^  Lecislaiure  like  that  which  they  aii 

whether  the  connected  passages  ought  not  as  the  result  of  the  Charter.  The  co 

to  be  taken  together  ?     The  noble  Lord  of  the  STiccess  of  their  endeavoars 

proceeded  : ^^^  ^  ''^  f  ~'^^  ^'  Parliamect,  bat  a  1 

«  Will  any  pcrwn  in  h  »  »en»e=   sa».  thit  ''^^♦"^'f  C.o»en.n.en. :   b(c«u*e  e*ciybody 

wbcn  a  man  assemble,  lo^ether  3,0e<.  oi  4,CO0  "v^-*  f'^*^*^''  '»'"»S».  kiw-»  i»«t  Ibe  « 

individuaU.  be  doe*  »o  to  for.  a  dehberafve  "*  'Yf  J    "'  ^^      'f""Li"'iI^2.'!f 

a.».rfobly,  to  dj»cu».  >pccu!ative  ,«mi.  either  ''>*^  '=  de»«:r*tic  pnnaplei,  and  etocMd  by 


•:',•' '.T  c "  I    i   „^f".T  „    Ptf*^"*  ^e  rist  n.aiontT  of  whom 

of  law  or  eoTernDieotr    soch  a   profession    '     .„_.    ,    .  .. ^      •         ,         -  , ,  . 

would   crry  vilb  it  iu  o-n  refutition.     If,    P^P^^.O-ut  ..re  !jr  .^ans  of  iMi^ 
therefore,  In  asseohly  cooMsts  of  such  multi.    "^^^^   ^  1°^"!*.^'  ^^^  "^  \ 
ludet  a,  io  render  all  notion  of  senous  deUie  .  *^^  ^-^^^^  ^  ^  ansiooacy. 

^^        Til  is  address  most  be  taken 

neciion  with  the  facts  before  ihem;  % 
was  not  an  address  for  the  jory  to  cvij 
home  and  to  study  at  their  leisure,  but  it 
was  an  address  delivered  to  ibcm  bj  tbe 
noble  and  learned  Lord,  upon  whicb  thcj. 
the  jury,  were  to  act  in  reference  to  tbe 
business  that  was  to  come  before  tbcB. 
and  in  reference  also  to  that  state  of 
things,  and  the  preceding  events  whidi 
had  led  to  the  spcx'ial  commission  under 
which  the  noble  an  J  learned  Lord  bud 
been  callt:d  upon  to  preside.  Having 
said  thus  much  of  the  charge  itself,  be 
begged  ^^^ii  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  tw  s  upon  which  the  hou. 

Mef>^  rr  had  dwelt  at  aone 

len>:  mlier  had  iUted 

tha  I     la  tbe  jurj  k 


impoi^si hi e^-or,  if  you  find  that  at  «uch  an 
s«iubly  all  atterf>pi%  at  debate  are  put  down. 
and  that  the  only  object  of  the  parues  is  to  hear 
one  side,  the  mc-etiiig  ceases  to  be  an  assembly 
for  deliberation,  and  cannot  protect  itself 
under  that  pretension." 

Such  was  the  case  with  these  meetings; 
every  man  who  endeavoured  to  speak  id 
opposition  to  the  objects  of  the  meeting 
was  at  once  put  down. 

''  Again  (the  nolle  and  learned  Lc-rd  con- 
tinued), assemblies  uf  such  magnitude,  w:ihou( 
a  president,  or  any  one  cm  power  el  and  :ible  to 
restrain  and  dissolve  tliem,  mu«t  lead,  as  ocry 
one  will  see,  to  alarm,  and  terror,  and  to  the 
disturbance  of  the  peace.  .Such  asiemtlitrs 
aro  ill  themselves  unlawful ;  and  if  their  ciii- 
duct    occasions  a   breach   of  •*••  e"  — 

[-  Hear,  hear."] 

He  begged  to  inform 
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expressed  themselves  disgusted  with  the 
summing-up  of  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  ;  and  if  be  bad  understood  the  hon. 
Member  right,  he  said  they  "  were  so 
much  disgusted,  that  they  stopped  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord,  and  immediately 
found  the  prisoners  guilty*'  —  in  other 
words,  being  satisBed  of  the  guilt  of  the 
prisoners,  they  stopped  the  learned  judge 
in  his  summing-up ;  but  he  found  no  ex- 
pressions of  disgust.  I^Mr.  T.  Dun* 
combe :  They  said  they  had  had  quite 
enough.*]  All  that  the  jury  appeared  to 
have  said  was,  that  they  were  satisfied 
as  to  the  guilt  of  the  prisoners,  and  that 
his  Lordship  need  not  dwell  any  more 
upon  the  nature  of  the  case,  for  that  they 
were  prepared  to  find  them  guilty ;  and 
he  believed  the  noble  and  learned  judge, 
though  perfectly  of  that  opinion,  but  still 
desirous  that  the  jury  should  not  appear 
to  find  them  guilty  with  the  case  incom- 
plete, interposed — than  which  nothing 
was  more  common  even  in  civil  cases 
when  the  jury  interposed,  and  said, 
**  Permit  me  to  lay  down  the  law  to  you, 
and  do  not  come  to  a  premature  and 
hasty  conclusion,  and  decide  upon  a  half- 
heard  case.*'  Now,  with  respect  to  the 
charges,  he  would  take  leave  to  make  this 
statement, — that  he  had  himself  been  pre- 
sent from  the  moment  the  grand  jury  had 
been  charged,  and  was  not  absent  from  the 
court  for  more  *than  five  minutes  during 
any  part  of  the  time  that  Lord  Abinger 
sat.  It  was  admitted  to  be  the  usual 
practice  that  the  bar  generally  was  not 
present  in  court  before  die  grand  jury 
were  charged,  and  he  could  assure  the  hon. 
Member  and  the  House  that,  acting  upon 
that  custom,  he  was  not  in  court  during 
the  delivery  of  the  charge,  but  that  he  was 
present  on  every  other  occasion— that  he 
opened  the  prosecutions  in  that  court-— 
was  present  when  the  whole  of  the  wit- 
nesses were  examined — heard  also  the 
summing-up  of  the  noble  and  learned 
jud[ve,  and  remained  in  court  after  the 
verdict  to  call  for  the  judgment  of  the 
Court,  when  the  verdict  had  been  returned. 
He,  therefore,  was  never  more  astonished 
than  when  he  heard  the  statement  as  to 
what  had  taken  place  which  had  been 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury, 
and  therefore  he  should  be  glad  to  know 
from  what  source  the  hon.  Member  derired 
his  information  ? — 

Mr.  T.  Buncombe :   From  The  Timet 
and    the    Manchester   GMOtdian*      The 


Timet  gives  the  interruption  by  the  jury ; 
but  the  summing-up  is  more  fully  reported 
in  the  MancheHer  Ouardkau 

The  Attamey^Chneral  msB  obliged  by 
the  information,  because  his  own  impres- 
sion as  to  what  passed  was  enturely  the 
other  way.  He  had  no  recollection  what- 
ever of  any  part  of  the  conduct  of  Lord 
Abinger  that  had  excited  from  the  pri- 
soners and  the  spectators  any  of  those 
emotions  or  feelings  which  the  hon. 
Member  had  described.  He  felt  this  part 
of  the  hon.  Member^s  charge  somewhat 
personally,  for  he  could  not  conceive  how 
it  was  possible  that  counsel  coald  have 
allowed  case  after  case  to  go  on  with  the 
judge  conducting  himself  with  the  violence 
imputed,  unless  they  themselves  had  par- 
ticipated in  the  conduct  which  was  now 
made  the  subject  matter  of  charge  against 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord.  Tbe  hon. 
Member  had  stated,  that  tbe  parties  under 
prosecution  had  not  had  the  benefit  of 
counsel  on  their  trials.  Now,  he  believed 
he  was  correct  in  his  recollection  when  he 
said  that  there  was  no  ease  tried  at  Liver- 
pool in  which  counsel  did  not  appear  for 
some  one  or  other  of  the  pdsonefs,  and 
that  at  Chester  counsel  appeared  nearly 
for  all.  It  was  perhaps  the  same  Gentle- 
man, and  be  bdieved,  if  the  hon.  Member 
would  refer  to  him,  be  would  find  thai 
both  from  tbe  bench  and  the  bar  be  receiv- 
ed every  coortesy  and  assistance.  There 
was  one  part  of  the  sumtning-np  of  the 
noble  and  learned  judge  wbidi  ke  eoold 
not  go  to  the  length  of  the  hoo.  Member 
in  condemning.  The  prosecution,  be  it 
remembered,  was  (or  very  iDflanmatorj 
langnage  held  in  a  tumnltaoiis  assemb^. 
In  the  course  of  that  langiage  the  name 
of  the  Sovereign  had  been  .  introdnced 
coupled  with  remarks  npoo  the  eipensse 
of  royalty,  and  a  statesMot  that  those  ex- 
penses were  so  much  encioacbnient  upon 
the  interests  and  comfiorts  of  the  poor. 
Now,  he  thoQght  Lord  Abinger  was  per- 
fectly right  in  insundy  oonecting  the 
erroneous  views  of  the  misffirided' persons 
to  whom  such  langnage  had  been  nddresis- 
ed.  The  noble  and  learned  Loid  in  bis 
summing-np  staled  only  thai  whieb  was 
matter  of  bistiurf,  and  perfectly  trae^ 
namely,  that  tbe  Crown  baa  formerly  very 
large  possessions  wholly  indmndenC  of 
grants  from  ParliameDt^  and  or  wbieb  the 
Cro#n  bad  made  concessfans  to  tbe  Stale. 
If  those  bad  been  retahMd,  Jhe  believed 
tbe  boD.  Henber  tot  the*  Uoiveiiily  of 
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Oxford  hid  held  on  former  occasions, 
there  woold  be  ?cry  little  necessity  for  the 
Crown  to  come  to  Parliament  for  any 
assistance  at  all.  Lord  Abinger,  however, 
did  not  go  that  length,  but  contented 
himself  with  stating  that  there  had  been 
eztensire  rights  which  had  been  surren- 
dered by  the  Crown  for  the  benefit  of  the 
state.  Now,  with  respect  to  the  sentences 
which  had  been  passed  by  Lord  Abinger 
upon  the  persons  convicted  before  htm  at 
the  special  commissions  over  which  that 
DoUe  and  learned  Lord  had  presided,  he 
would  ask  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
brought  forward  the  present  motion,  whe- 
ther he  had  taken  any  pains  to  contrast 
the  sentences  passed  at  Stafford  with 
those  passed  at  Chester  and  Liverpool  ?  or 
whether  he  had  compared  the  sentences 
passed  by  Lord  Abinger  at  Liverpool  with 
those  passed  by  Mr.  Justice  Cress  well  and 
Mr.  Baron  Alderson,  the  learned  judges 
who  sat  in  the  other  two  courts  ?  If  the 
hon.  Member  had  taken  the  trouble  to 
inquire  he  would  have  found  that  Lord 
Abinger  and  the  other  two  learned  judges 
he  had  named  assembled  on  the  evening 
of  each  day,  and  it  was  after  the  fullest 
consideration  of  all  the  facts  of  each  case 
that  the  sentences  eventually  passed  ema- 
nated from  the  onited  judgment  and  opi- 
nion of  all  the  three  learned  personages. 
He  thought  before  the  hon.  Member 
brought  forward  charges  of  this  descrip- 
tion, it  would  have  become  him  to  move 
for  a  return  of  the  sentences  passed  at 
.Stafford  by  the  different  learned  judges  who 
aat  under  that  special  commission,  in  order 
to  asceruin  whether  there  existed  any  dis- 
crepancy which  could  make  out  Lord  Abin- 
ger to  be  that  tyrannical,  inhuman  and  cruel 
person  he  was  described  to  be,  as  com- 
pared  with  the  other  judges  of  the  land. 
When  he  stated  the  sentences  at  Liverpool 
to  have  been  the  result  of  communication 
between  the  judges  at  that  commission,  he 
stated  that  which  was  almoit  within  hii 
own  personal  knowledge ;  and  this  further 
he  well  knew,  that  from  tirst  to  last  Lord 
Abinger  was  at  all  times  ready  and  willing 
to  listen  to  any  application  for  mercy, 
come  from  what  quarter  it  m'  *  It 
would  not  become  him  to  say  )f 

the  views  he  entertained  upon 
to  represent  the  Government 
fortunate  occasion  :  perhaps 
might  be  |>ermitted  to  say  t^ 
beginning  to  the  end  of  tliosr 
he  had  himself  used  no  eipre^ 


another  individiial  coold  csvO 
opening  the  caaea  ibr  the 
had  merely  atated 
stated  them  in   asoat  ii 
liatened  to  the  recoraaBeodaticMM  to 
— his  instructiona  from  tbe 
were  to  adopt  that  come— >he  aoC  «■!« 
listened  to  recommendatimia,  bait  he  had 
looked  out  for  cases  to  which  merej  covU 
be  applied,  and  he  begged  to  ny,  dint  m 
this  respect  there  existed,  at   fiar  a«  h« 
could  judge,  the  most  perfect  ajisipathy 
between  the  bench  and  the  bar.     Am  aa 
instance,  he  would  mentioo  the  caae  af  a 
man    named    Cosgrove,    tha 
against  whom  chiefly  coaaialad  of 
ambiguous  ex  pressioDS  used  by  hioB. 
expressions  had  been  pointed  oat  to  hia^ 
and  when  he  found  that  tbera 
but  the  evidence  of  a  polieeaiaii  to 
out  a  solitary  expresaion  of  a 
nature,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it 
a  case  in  which  he  should  be  jastifiad  m 
proceeding,  and  he  had  therefore 
ed  the  prosecution.     In  another  case 
Wiis  a  person  who  had  nndoabledly 
mixed  up  with  a  riotous  proceedia^.  hot  ia 
the  course  of  the  trial  it  was  atated  by  Che 
prosecutor  (the  owner  of  the  aaill  vhiah 
the  rioters  had  endeavoured  In  atop,  aad 
who  identified  the  pnsoner  aa  one  ef  iha 
parties)  that  np  to  the  day  befoie  the  a«l- 
break  he  had  been  in  good  work,  aad  that 
hd  was  a  young  man  who  by  bin  lahaar 
supported  an  aged  mother.    Ia  hia  leply 
he  had  urged  this  topic  aa  a 
mercy.     That  view  of  the 
np  by  Lord  Abinger,  and  the 
stantly  discharged  upon  his 
lances.     Now,  this  mercy  had 
tended  under  the  circematancea  to 
young  man,  although  up  to  the  taae  of 
his  offence  he  was  in  full  work  and  had 
nothing  to   complain  of;    aod  heie  ha 
might ,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  alaia,  that 

although  beyond  all  doubt  there  did 

in  that  district  a  degree  of  beart-ieada 
dislresi  which  it  was  impoaaible  to 
template  without  the  deepest  aaotioo 
although  sufferings  were  borne  aod  priva- 
tions endured  *^*^  a  fortitude  it  wee  iaa- 
posiible  tr  without  the  atroogeat 

sympathy  should  be  wantiof  ia 

justice  t<  were  auffering  tbat 

distress  uf  be  dsd  aot 

le  iha  ^t  before  *^ 

to  I  far  the  ' 

umI 
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countered  ihau  Bufferiogi  snd  nndergone 
those  privatioDt.  Qenerallj  >pMkltig,  he 
did  not  remember  an  infi&nce.  It  lamed 
out  that  the  peraons  who  really  gnfivred 
endured  in  lecret,  and  kept  aloof  from 
crime,  and  that  the  penons  who  appeared 
before  the  public  lo  be  punitbed  as  crimi- 
nali  were  either  persona  who  had  been  in 
lull  work,  or  individuals  who  had  been 
maintained  out  of  aome  fund  or  other  rn 
order  to  induce  ihem  to  abstain  from  la- 
bour until  the  Charter  wbb  obtained. 
With  respect  to  the  case  of  Turner  and 
Fenton,  it  was  varj  true  they  had  been 
sentenced  as  the  bon.  Member  opposite 
had  stated,  but  some  circumstances  con- 
nected with  those  men  hamg  ttanspired 
an  intimation  was  given  to  them  lo  apply 
for  mercy.  They  did  so;  a  reference  was 
made  to  the  right  hon.  Barooet  the  Secre- 
tary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department; 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  referred  the  appli- 
cation to  Lord  Abinger,  who  made  his  re- 
port in  favour  of  the  two  men,  and  their 
sentence  was  commuted.  [Mr,  T.  D»*- 
combe:  They  were  not  Chartists.]  That 
circumstance  had  formed  no  ingredient  in 
the  matter,  for  the  sentence  had  been 
commuted  because  some  doubt  bad  been 
raised  as  to  whether  they  had  taken  that 
part  in  the  transaction  which  the  evidence 
on  the  trial  had  imputed  to  thero.  He 
bad  seen  many  of  the  unfortunate  and 
misguided  men  who  had  been  involved  in 
the  chargei  which  led  to  the  issuing  the 
special  commission ;  full  no^tbird  of  the 
cases  bad  been  triad  in  the  conrt  where 
Lord  Abinger  presided,  and  in  which  he 
had  been  the  leading  counsel  for  the 
Crown,  and  he  must  say  that,  apart  from 
the  crimes  with  which  they  were  chargad, 
many  of  them  conducted  tbemselvea  with 
ability,  with  respect,  with  a  degree  of 
education,  and  as  if  above  the  situation 
in  which  they  were  placed.  He  (the  At- 
torney-general) should  be  extremely  uiry 
to  find  that,  in  the  case  of  the  two  mea 
alluded  to,  the  sentence  of  the  law  which 
had  been  passed  upon  them  wa«  aggravaU 
ed  by  unnecessary  severity  in  prison,  or 
by  the  taunts  of  the  judge;  but  he 
thought  it  would  have  been  more  fair  and 
candid  on  the  part  of  the  him.  Member 
for  Finsbury,  if  he  meant  the  House  to 
coroe  lo  a  dispassionBle  investigation  of 
the  conduct  of  Lord  Abinger,  if  he  hod 
omitted  from  his  speech  that  port  which 
bad  reference  to  the  period  at  which  the 
opecial  commisiion  had  inned,  Ibf  whieh 
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Lord  Abing^er  woa  no  more  reapenolble 
than  the  hon.  Member  himaelf.  Hit  an- 
swer to  that  part  of  the  charge  was  simply  . 
this— that,  as  far  u  the  Qoverament  woa 
concerned,  the  state  of  the  country  at  tbe 
time  called  for  the  instant  inteHerenca 
of  the  law.  The  oame  opinion  he  had 
expressed  at  Hon  month,  while  defending 
the  persons  there  accused,  with  all  the 
zeal  and  all  the  learning  of  which  be  waa 
mnater;  be  had  then  felt  bound  to  admit 
that  he  hod  no  complaint  to  make  that 
the  dignity  of  tha  law  had  been  aammed 
as  soon  aa  posiihle  after  tbe  eonmietion 
of  the  oflTencea.  He  hod  nade  no  aneb 
complaint  then,  nor  eonid  it  be  juotly  made 
in  respect  of  the  more  recent  speml  com- 
missiooi;  for  be  it  remenbmd  that  at 
those  comniisiima  persona  charged  had 
the  opportDnity  of  traveraing  lo  the  nait 
usaizeB,  and  that  actually  many  of  tha  pei^ 
sons  in  affluent  oircnmstancea  had  availed 
iliemselves  of  the  opportunity  the  law  af- 
foided  them,  and  would  be  tried  at  LanCM* 
Icr  altbeeniDingaasiiei.  With  reapect  10 
the  motion  now  before  the  Hooee.be  found 
thnt  the  only  petition  which  hod  been  prw 
Rented  whion  would  ^ow  tbaHonae  ibeaoct 
of  complaint  which  waa  made,  and  te  whieh 
be  begged  to  call  the  atientioti  of  the 
House,  waa  a  paliliDa  from  tbe  town  of 
Kingtton*npm-HnlI  npon  tbaaal^eetor 
ihe  acMutkiDaagdMtLoidAbiogar.'nM 


"They  deeply  deidoted  aod  ragretted  the 
degradM  tad  distressed  cooditloo  of  tMl 
felbw-*ab}Mls  innanypaiU  aflbekiB|doit.** 

Who  wot  there,  he  faeoed  to  tilt 
poiEessing  a  spark  of  patrioUHi,  who  did 
not  deplore  that  cooditioot  The  pelt* 
tionLTs  then  went  oo  to  aay^  that— 

"  Tlis  parsoDB  ooavieled  beftn  a  Jatt  JaJia 
3ii[l  ao.  bonott  Jury  of  onj  nal  eiime  ooo* 
nected  with  the  Umcntabla  ontbteak  ahonU 
receive  swA  punisbmaat  Mdj  ai  wa«  pnpmw 
tionaiG  10  the  wrongs  pnxred  to  have  heMi 
thereby  fnlUeted  span  •odaqr." 

This  wai  a  bad  erfterion  a«  to  tbtt  tmonnt 
of  punlafament,  bat  be  for  the  inotaat  Mmld 
accept  it,  for  ccrtdnly  no  greatar  wrm^ 
could  be  infiieted  upon  aooMy  than  had 
been  efioeled  by  tha  ovibretkaand  events 
which  had  oceapiod  Iwomratha  of  the  last' 
year.  Bat  the  petittoneta  rortb«olMerv«I, 
that — 

"  The  benant  of  lUr  and  impartial  Mob  hsd 
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when  great  excitement  prevailed,  and  wiUi 
an  utter  disregard  to  the  interests  of  the  ac- 
cused.' * 

Now,  he  declared  there  was  not  the 
slightest  pretence  for  saying  that  any  ap- 
plication for  the  postponement  of  any 
trial  having  been  made  had  been  refused, 
the  petitioners  further  stated  that,— - 

'^  James  Scarlett,  Baron  Abinger,  Chief 
Baron  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  had  deli- 
vered certain  charges  which  were  improper,  of 
a  political  tendency,  and  calculated  to  exas- 
perate and  influence  the  minds  of  the  jury." 

And  they  prayed  the  House  to  institute 
an  inquiry  into  bis  conduct,  and  to  present 
an  address  to  her  Majesty,  praying  that 
she  would  be  pleased  to  visit  Lord  Abinger 
with  a  mark  of  her  royal  displeasure  such 
as  might  induce  other  judges  to  avoid 
pursuing  a  similar  course.  Now,  be  must 
say,  with  every  respect  for  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber opposite — with  all  respect  for  the  zeal 
be  displayed  in  the  public  service,  and  for 
the  eloquence  and  ability  with  which  he 
urged  his  views — with  every  respect  for  all 
the  hon.  Member's  good  qualities,  he  felt 
called  upon  to  meet  this  motion  with  a 
decided  negative.  He  thought  the  House 
would  very  ill  employ  its  time  and  atten- 
tion in  listening  to  accusations  of  this 
description,  unsupported  by  even  any  or- 
dinary indication  of  there  being  the  slightest 
substance  in  them,  or  even  the  smallest 
complaint  from  anybody  implicated  in  the 
proceedings  to  which  the  charges  had 
reference.  The  character  of  Lord  Abinger 
did  not  stand  in  need  of  this  inquiry. 
His  character  as  a  highly  honourable  man 
who  had  filled  various  public  situations 
with  honour  to  himself  and  benefit  to  his 
country — the  oldest  member  of  the  profes- 
sion of  which  he  was  one  of  the  brightest 
ornaments,  could  not  require  any  praise 
from  him  (the  Attorney-general).  With 
respect  to  his  brilliant  career,  he  believed 
all  Westminsrer-hall  would  bear  ample 
testimony,  and  would  declare  that  no  man 
had  exhibited  more  usefulness — as  a  judge 
none  had  brought  more  temper,  abundant 
learning,  acutcncss,  and  ready  adaptation 
of  those  qualities  to  the  bench,  and  who 
disposed  of  the  business  of  his  office  with  a 
despatch  and  a  satisfaction  that  was  almost 
unexampled.  This  species  of  praise  the 
noble  and  learned  Chief  liaro'  ^^"ted 
not ;  nor  should  he  have  venti»  ''^r 

it,  but  it   was  extorted  from  ^ 

occasion ;  and  he  thought  it  - 
come  the  House  to  waste  tl^ 


tions  that  belonged  to  it— for  1m  did  mC 
deny  the  proper  Tocatioa  of  the  Himm  of 
Commons  for  such  inqoiries  in  gmanl— 
in  an  inquiry  founded  upoa  nra  rhtifet 
as  those  which  had  been  brongbt  fbrmd 
by  the  hon.  Member ;  but  he  wished  the 
House  to  attend  to  the  speech  of  the  hoe. 
Member,  and  notice  how  signally  he  had 
failed  on  this  occasion  io  establishing  his 
case,  and  he  wished  to  spare  the  Home 
the  discredit  of  taking  up  thia  ground  of 
attack  upon  the  noble  and  learned  jndg^ ; 
he  was  anxious,  moreover,  to  ahield  the 
noble  and  learned  judge,  after  a  tile  of 
utility,  from  that  species  of  dishononr 
which  would  flow  from  making  hios  the 
subject  of  an  inquiry  on  imperfect  groands. 
and  from  the  public  suspicion  whidi  wonid 
arise  from  it,  that  he  had  miaoondneted 
himself  on  an  important  occasion,  whea 
his  services  were  called  for  by  her  Ma|oaty*i 
Government. 

Mr.  J?osf ,  after  obeenring  that  if  at  that 
stage  of  the  debate  be  rose  to  offer  one  or 
two  remarks,  it  was  only  in  cooseqoeneeof 
the  absence  at  that  moment  of  hon.  and 
learned  Gentlemen  better  qualified  to  an^ 
tain  the  motion  of  his  hon.  Friend*  paa- 
ceeded  thus  :  "  I  think  a  great  deal  of  what 
has  been  advanced  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  might  well  have  been  aparad, 
and  particularly  the  closing  appeal,  which 
was  nothing  but  an  '  ars^semailMai  nif  av- 
^ericordiam^  If  an  aged  and  venerahle 
judge  has  been  so  far  forgetful  of  hia  high 
and  solemn  duties  as  to  excite  prejodiee  as 
the  minds  of  the  jury  against  priaonera  on 
their  trial,  that  is  no  reason  why  the  Honaa 
should  shrink  from  the  discharge  of  its 
duties  however  painful  they  may  be.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  haa,  in  osj 
judgment,  altogether  failed  in  ihoning 
that  inquiry  is  not  necessary.  I  haw  lis* 
tened  with  the  utmost  attention  to  the 
debate,  and  I  must  say  there  has  been  ea- 
tablished  a  prinut  facie  case  of  misoondi 
I  feel  myself  bound  also  to  protest 
the  doctrine  laid  down  both  by  the  learned 
judge  and  his  apologist  as  to  what  consti* 
tutes  an  illegal  assemblage.  We  are  told 
that  if  a  large  number  of  roeu  assemble. 
deliberation  is  impossible, and  the  meeting 
assumes  a  character  of  illegality.  Sir,  I 
maintain,  in  ov^^^osition  to  this  doctrine. 
that  a  p-->'»-^       "Btir  ^  held  for  lavfisl 

jrhatever  may  be 
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PeDenden  Heath,  will  boa,  Q«ntlflmen 
opposile  pronounce  that  raeetiog  illegal ; 
and  yet  tbere  was  but  little  deliberation 
tbere.  Again,  a  meeting  over  wbicb  a  no- 
ble Friend  of  mlae,  whom  I  do  not  lee  in 
bis  place,  presided,  was  held  a  few  jean 
ago  at  Hilliborongh — it  was  most  nume- 
ruasl;  attended,  the  country  gentlemen 
marshalling  their  tenants  like  clana  and 
bringing  them  down  in  *ast  numbers.  The 
whole  thing  passed  off  quietly.  They  met 
Tor  llie  purpose  of  censuring  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day,  passed  resolutions,  and 
then  dispersed ;  will  any  one  venture  to 
■ay  that  meeting  was  unlawful  ?  1  think 
not.  1  think  it  uncoostiiutionsi  to  apply 
that  term  to  a  meeting  characterised  by  no 
violence  or  outrage.  From  what  I  know 
of  the  history  of  this  countnf,  I  should  con- 
ceive that  if  such  an  opinion  as  has  been 
advanced  was  to  go  forth  as  sound,  very 
great  danger  to  public  liberty  might  be 
apprehended.  One  judge  might  think 
4,000  persons,  another  3,000,  another 
1 ,000  too  great  a  number  to  be  allowed  to 
meet.  The  circumstances  which  precede, 
and  above  all  those  which  follow,  meetings 
of  this  description,  ought  to  have  weight 
with  a  judge  in  forming  his  opinion  and 
pronouDcing  on  the  character  of  the  meet- 
ing. But  if  no  violence  precede  or  accom- 
pany the  latest  assembly  that  can  be 
formed,  it  is  un  const  it  utional  to  condemn 
it,  and  hold  them  who  are  found  liable  tc 
punishment.  If  1  am  wrong,  my  presence 
at  the  great  meeting  held  two  years  ago  at 
Leeds,  when  an  attempt  was  made 
brin^  the  Chartiats  tn  ruin,  and  oo  li 
than  8,000  men  sat  down  in  Mr.  Mi 
sball's  mill,  was  unlawful,  and  I  might 
have  bi:en  apprehended  for  sitting  there. 
But  1  do  not  think  I  was  open  to  any  such 
charge,  or  that  any  constitutional  lawyer 
could  be  found  to  pronounce  that  meeting 
illegal.  Sir,  I  shall  give  my  support  most 
cordially    to    the    motion    of    my  hon. 

Mr.  Tkeager  said,  that  after  the  able 
defence  of  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  which  the 
House  had  just  heard  from  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend,  lie  did  not  think  that  be 
ought  to  trouble  the  House  at  any  very 
great  length.  With  the  utmost  respect 
and  esteem  for  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  he  must  say  that  he  was  thorougfaly 
convinced  that  tbere  was  not  the  sligbtett 
foundation  for  the  attack  which  had  been 
vade  on  his  judicial  character,  and  be  felt 
«  atrongly  the  inconvenience  and  detri- 

TOULXVl.     {SZ} 


SI)  lotd  Ahitiger.  lOM 

ment  that  mast  ensue  to  the  Hoade  and 
the  public  bosineBB  if  modons  like  that  of 
the  hoD.  Member  for  Finsbury  met  with 
the  approbation  of  the  House,  that  he  could 
not  give  a  uleot  vote  on  the  occasion.  It 
was  not  poaaible  to  conceire  a  more  im- 
imrtant  fiinction  than  that  of  inquiring  into 
theconduct  of  the  judges  of  the  land,  and 
such  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  proceeded  in 
the  House  upon  m  iUbt  or  trifling 
unds.  He  aimnbendea  there  was  no 
foundation  for  this  kind  of  miKcation  to 
the  House  unleaa  there  «n«  imnated  mia- 
conduct  Kichaa  to  justify.or  nUteroompel 
the  House  to  jran  with  the  other  Hoow  of 
Parliament  in  an  addren  to  the  Crown  for 
the  removal  of  the  judge  whoa^oondnct  was 
disapproved.  Anything  short  of  this  mi^t 

Eroperly  lie  left  to  poUic  onnim,  which 
eld  a  salutary  check  over  judicial  conduct, 
and  over  the  conduct  of  puUic  fiuwdonariaa  - 
i)f  all  kinds  which  it  might  not  be  conve- 
nient to  malie  the  eubiect  of  Parliamentarr 
inquiry ;  but  if  the  House  sanctioned  all 
the  inquiries  of  this  nature  that  mi^t  ha 
suggested,  there  would  be  no  end  to  them, 
in  every  case  iJiat  came  befon  a  joflge 
there  was  sure  to  be  one  disappmntad 
party,  Iiecauae  one  party  must  be  unmc- 
cesafiil ;  and,  as  everr  man  waa  pione  to 
Ihink  that  his  case  had  merits,  if  thia  ware 
to  be  the  role,  they  woold  have  every 
disappointed  mltor  coming  to  the  Honae 
to  cMoplaio  that  his  ease  had  been  hardlf 
dealt  with  by  the  judge  who  tried  it,  that 
the  judge  was  not  irapartialt  that  he  had 
not  shown  eqnaniini^  of  temper,  ud  that 
he  had  not  even  diown  l^u  bMnrledgei 
To  talk  of  the  independence  of  the  jndgea 
if  this  kind  61  thing  were  allowad  would 
be  perfectly  ridicaloaB,  One  of  the  beat 
Acts,  asitwasone  of  theflntof  Oeoiga 
3rd,  was  to  make  the  Jndgea  ind^ndaot 
of  the  Crown;  and  tbm  was  no  oiw 
acquainted  with  the  Ustoy  of  th^  oomrtrj 
who  did  not  know  that  no  act  bad  traded 
nxRv  to  nphaU  the  inlcority  <rf  the  boidh. 
Any  one  who  waa  fitailtBr  with  tho  snt- 
servienCT  of  jndgea,  "  when  the  breatt 
that  made  them*  coold  nnmake  them,  too 
well  knew  bow  great  and  important  waa 
the  change.  But  waa  there  no  danger  of 
the  depeDdenee  of  the  jndgea  on  a  paUic 
aaaembljrr  Waa  tiwre  anything  mon  cal- 
cnlated  to  ihodt  dm  inwpeineBOe  of  » 
judsathM  the  ftding  of  being  cooatiMttf 
ludue  totheceflaaiaSiftheHoanofConi- 
mena,  OB  the  aprileation  of  an  ttooatnlod 
initmr  ?  Ha  felt  this  as  itn^  tiNt  ha 
wM  parihcllj  ntMad  tfatt  it  would  ba  a 
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irons  precedent 
if  any  encoursgement  were  given  to  tfiia 
application.  Ho  would  now  turn  to  the 
charge  of  tiie  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury, 
and  he  trusled  that  he  aliouM  natisfy  the 
House  that  there  was  not  the  slightest 
grouod  for  imputing  to  the  noble  and 
learned  jtidge  that  which  the  hon.Mcmbrr 
wished  to  be  believed  against  hira.  The 
charge  was,  thnt  the  noLIc  and  learnctl 
I^rd  introduced  into  his  addresses  to  the 
grand  juricn  political  xiibjccts  of  di>ujissinn. 
Of  course  that  was  not  the  whole  charge, 
becauM  the  hon.  Member  could  not  bring 
inch  a  cliiirge.  on  the  pround  of  an  inju- 
dicious selection  of  facts.  The  charge 
therefore,  muit  go  further,  and  impute  to 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  that  he  intro- 
duced topics  calculated  to  Iiias  the  minds 
of  the  grand  juries,  and  indure  them  the 
more  readily  to  find  bills  a^inst 
perstms  who  were  to  be  brought  before 
them.  He  would  out  stop  to  remark  on 
the  unreasonableness  of  concluding  that 
any  observations  of  a  Jadgc  could  have 
any  such  effect  on  the  niinds  of  the  noble- 
men and  gentlemen  of  education  who  com- 
poneil  ((raod  juries  in  this  country,  hut  he 
would  admit  that  if  such  were  the  inten- 
tion of  the  learned  judge  it  was  immaterial 
what  was  the  fuct.  The  fact,  however, 
was  that  both  charges  hreathed  a  tone  of 
pity  and  compassion  to  those  minguidcd 
persons,  which  won  calculated  to  produce 
a  totally  different  impression.  He  should 
refer  U>  two  passages  to  prove  this  from 
the  charge  to  the  grand  jury  at  Chester: 

"  At  the  same  time  we  cannot  reflect  on  the 
occurrences  which  have  recently  taken  place 
in  the  manufacturing  districts  without  mixed 
emotion)  of  cumpasaioo,  and,  if  I  may  so  say, 
indignation^-compaiiion  at  the  vreakntijs  and 
ignorance  or  iliase  deluded  multitudna  who 
imagined  they  coulti  effect  the  purpoaei  they 
had  in  view  by  force  and  violence,  und  who, 
ai  tliey  never  fail  to  do,  become  the  viclimi 
of  iheir  own  delusion,  and  suffer  misery  and 
privation,  and  many  of  them  punishment." 

Now.  wa.s  this  the  language  of  a  judge 
who  was  seeking  to  prejutlice  the  minds  of 
a  grand  jury  against  the  [H-rsons  who  were 
alMiut  to  be  brought  before  them  ?  Take 
another  passage : — 

"  [  slated  juKt  now  that  we  cannot  view 
witlinul  cmoiiniii  of  comiiaiiiuii  the  sitiuiiiuu 

of  the  indinirioiii  clashes,  wh cjt  hann|;  a 
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masters,  and  thereby  re 
degree  of  privalioD  and  diKonfoit  iniMt 
which  no  Governmeot,  howevet  it  saiMtht 
formed,  and  no  law,  whatever  miglu  na  its 
intent  ions,  could  effeclnallj  secare  ikm. 
Nevertheless  yon  will  find  many  in  that  aim. 
tion  of  life  to  which  I  have  just  alMad,  h4 
with  that  intirmity  of  jadgneDt  which  I  bM* 
jmt  deseribpj,  whose  paisiona  ue  man  CMily 
inflamed  when  subjecti  are  toadied  on  relaliaf 
In  their  own  means  of  existence  and  tlwir  stale 
of  discomfort,  and  who  are  induced  bj  cimfty 
persons  who  excite  and  mislead  them  la  ins- 
ftine  that  they  are  the  fittest  persons  to  gavwa 
themselves,  and  that  diey  ought  to  Infc  aa 
equal  share,  if  not  a  superior  shoi^  in  lh» 
conduct  ofthe  Government,  aad  iha  nskiBiaf 
the  laws.  I  am  afraid  that  the  maiMbctiuiig 
classes  have  been  of  late  the  dupea  of  ihii  son 
of  persuasion,  and  you  will  find  id  the  oc- 
currences which  iiave  called  you  tagelWr 
sundry  examples  of  this  delusioB." 

Tlicn  the  noble  and  learned  Judge  eadgJ 
this  charge  hy  repeating  his  con|naM 
for  the  objects  of  such  deludoDE  :— 

"  I  cannot  conclude,  (he  said),  wilhoat  i». 
pealing  my  expression  of  compaNion  for  iIm 
unhappy  people  who  liave  uled  nnder  the 
delusion  I  have  referred  to,  ,  _. 

the  law  t»kcs  no  account  of  auch  delos 
and  if  a  man  commits  guilty  aeti  be  naat  te 
prepared  to  submit  to  the  consequeiieca  of  hii 
conduct." 

Now,  was  it  possible  that  the  bod.  Mam- 
ber  for  I'insbury,  after  loohing  at  thcM 
passages,  could  say,  even  if  he  thought  tfte 
charge  was  not  of  that  description  vUek 
be  considered  it  was  the  duty  of  ■  Irani  J 
judge  to  deliver,  that  there  could  fas  aaf 
object  of  inflaming  the  inindt  of  the  per^ 
in  whose  hands  was  the  dJKRtioa  af 
sending  these  misguidetlmen  totrU?  He 
would  not  weary  the  House  by  bdt  olHar* 
vations  on  the  charge  at  Lire^mof,  fiir  k 
([uitc  sure  already  that  the  Hooa 
would  go  along  with  him  in  the  coRvicdaa, 
that  the  imputations  which  had  beea  caM 
on  Lord  Attinger  wen  perbctlT  punaJ 
less,  and  that  the  noble  L(«a>  e?cB  If 
the  to|)ics  which  he  selected  wen  not  the 
most  judiciously  selected,  could  oak  lute 
the  smallest  intention  of  pressing  oa  theat 
ifiirtunate  persons,  but  that  afcry  mw 
pression  he  had  quoted  evinced  the  kia4- 
of  his  diMpuMtinn  and  hia  com|Maiaa 
for  the  arcnsetl.  liut  he  believed  that 
the  to]iicMWcn-jiidiriousIy«ln:tcd,  Thaw 
had  lieani  fnim  the  hon.  and  leaivaa 
.\tiiiri)i'y -general  the  scriou*  nature  of  tlia 
ilixtiirlianciii,  and  the  agitation  which  ff»> 
vaihtl  t*"" "vlHrnt  ihc  fuuDirr-    WMik* 
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his  address  to  the  grand  jories?    Wm  it 
not  competent  to  him  to  allude  to  the 
causes  wnich  led  to  their  assembling  on 
their  solemn  duty  under  a  special  commis* 
sion?     He  (Mr.  Thesiger)  apprehended 
that  it  was  the  nohle  and  learned  judge's 
duty   to  uphold  the  institutions  of  the 
country,  and  to  inculcate  obedience  to  the 
law.     But  with  regard  to  what  had  oc- 
curred before  the  petty  juries  who  had 
tried  the  prisoners,  and  to  the  sentences 
which  were  passed,  he  believed  that  the 
House  had  had  the  most  satisfactory  re- 
futation of  the  newspaper  accounts  of  the 
conduct  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
before  the  petty  juries,  and  the?  had  the 
statement  of  the  Attorney-generalt  who  was 
present  throughout  the  whole  of  the  trials, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end.    He  be- 
lieved  that  it  was  impossible  to  resist  such 
evidence  ;  for  if  the  conduct  of  the  noble 
and  learned  Baron  had  been  such  as  had 
been  charged,   hi«  learned   Friend  must 
have  noticed  and  been  aware  of  it.    With 
regard  to  the  sentences  of  the  noble  and' 
learned  Lord,  he  must  be  permitted  to 
trespass  for  a  short  time  upon  the  House. 
He  did  not  think  that  it  was  very  fair, 
when  those  sentences  were  the  united  sen- 
tences of  the  three  judses  who  composed 
the  speial  commission,  irthere  were  any  im- 
proper severity  in  them,  to  attribute  that 
severity  entirely  to  the  Lord  Chief  Baron. 
He  did  not  think  the  hon.  Member  for 
Finsbury  had  made  out  his  case  that  the 
sentences  were  unnecessarily  severe ;  but 
if  the  hon.  Member  had  thought  that  tbev 
were,  he  ought  to  have  associated  in  h(s 
charge  the  other  judges,  who  were  equally 
implicated  in  them.   He,  however^  utterly 
disbelieved  that  there  had  been  any  s^ 
verity  on  the  part  of   the  Lord  Chief 
Baron.     He  had  long  known  him  to  be  a 
person  of  the  greatest  kindness.    He  had 
no  right  to  a^  the  House  to  go  along 
with  him  into  private  life,  where  the  noble 
Lord  had  secured  the  affection  of  every 
one  having  domestic  relations  with  him ) 
but  he  had  a  right  to  say  he  did  not  think 
it  likely  that  the  noble  Lord  woold  at 
once,  and  entirely,  change  his  character^ 
and  become  a  different  man :  and  he  did, 
therefore,  totally  disbelieve  the  sUtements 
as  to  the  unnecessary  severity  of  the  sen- 
tences of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord.    He 
had  had  manv  opportunities  of  obeenriqg 
the  conduct  of  the  noble  Lord  in  crimtnal 
courts,  and  he  believed  he  spoke  the  ofd- 
nion  of  the  whole  professiony  when  he  said 
that  there  was  no  judge  who  was  mocei 


careftil  or  tender  towarda  the  prisoner:  no 

one  more  anxious,  if  there  was  a  reaaouible 
doubt  existing,  fiilly  and  fidriy  to  bring  it 
out;  and  no  onoi  when  the  awful  duty  was 
imposed  upon  him  of  passing  the  sentence 
of  the  law,  who  was  more  ooueidenite  and 
merciful  than  the  noble  and  learned  Lord» 
who  was  here  charged  with  acting  with 
great  severity  towards  the  persona  who 
on  the  late  special  oommiasioo  were  ar- 
raigned before  him.    lliers  had  been  no 
want  of  an  endeavour  to  excite  nr^udices 
against  the  noble  Lcnrd,  and  bs  (Mr.  The- 
siser)  might,  perhapa,  he  pennit^  to 
take  that  opportunity  of  correcting  an 
error  which  nad  gone  ahraad  with  ngard 
to  an  expreasion  imputed  to  the  noUe 
and  learned  Lord  umi  the  oroasMo  of 
a   trial   at   which   be   presidedL   wbidi 
had  been  incidentally  mentioned  in  one 
of  the  papers  quoted  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Finsbury.    It  bad  been  auggeatad  in 
one  of  those  ptpeia  that  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord,  on  the  trial  of  Suisse  for  the 
robbery  of  the  Marquess  of  Hertford^  had 
styled  the  prisoner'*  aninvaluable servant*" 
He  knew  tnat  in  oonsequenoeof  the  report 
a  prejudice  was  excited  against  the  noUe 
anid  learned  Lord  for  tUa  emesdon.  No«r 
he  (Mr.  Thesiger)  bsfged  have  to  asnrn 
the  House  that  this  expreasioo  waa  at* 
tributed  to  the  noUe  Lord  without  thn 
slightest  foudatioa*  The  foota  wore  tbeaSk 
In  the  very  laat  oodacil  nade  Iqr  Loid 
Hertford  1w  nve  a  large  ann  of  oMNnv  to 
his  valet,  string  him  at  the  iame  mo 
«"  an  exoellont  Bsan.*'    noqoastioooolbo 
trial  WM,  whether  be  had  been  foitfcflri  to 
his  trust,  it  was  not  what  w«a  tho  dbttao* 
ter  of  hia  services  tnwafds  Lord  Hertford, 
but  whether  he  worn  goiltj  of  robhary  § 
and  this  expression  in  »o  opdidl  waa  con- 
sidered by  the  priaonei^a  coonsel  as  a  voiy 
strong  argonittit  of  the  opinion  of  tbe 
master  as  to  the  fidditj  of  hia  aervaat* 
The  evidmice  having  been  gone  throoffh 
the  noble  Lord  was  annmicig  vp  when  too 
jury  interrupted  bam  and  alatoa  Oat  they 
WMTO  disposed  to  give  their  verdict  without 
troubling  the  aeblo  Lord  further,  and  then 
the  jod^  lefonring  to  the  statement  in 
tlie  codicil,  observed  that  his  master  him- 
self had  called  bin  an  excellent  num.    He 
observed  that  an  errooeona  intemetatiosi 
of  what  fidl  fimn  the  noUe  ana  learned 
Lord  had  gone  abroad ;  and  afbr  all  that 
could  by  posribiHty  bo  imputed  to  the 
noUe  Lord,  he  would  aak  whether  tlmre 
waa  any  foandatlon  for  the.  inpolalleo. 
The  Boose  wooU  oicoai  Um  iir  Iniviftf 
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taLei!  tLkt  Ofiportuiiin-  c*f  ccCTectiuc  tin  ( poirtich:   cfctTBC  wa»  pecsalwrir 
inisuii.e.     He  kuew  that  jireiuditMa.  hat    ^j  ^u^l  t  lime.     He  would  aifc 


liet^L   exciied  stpiiiifi:  the  zidbit    Lard  i*i 

rebsub  of  li.i^  mi^':ak£  of  the  word^  Le  iiad 

litxertrd.     Hf  certbiiilr  felt  xdok  2lJ:xillU^ 

Ufkia  Th;    firf^ieut  (iccaskiij  rtii  the  p^ir:  (if 

tbe  D'llile  L«»rd.  irhirst  lu^ic:!;.'  ciiLniitiT 

had  bct'iJ  i«eri(iUM\   LitarLeu.     I:  iiac  iieei. 

iiit'  duTv  ii-  vat'.'L  ii»e  (out^r  <•:  'hui   Dnbit 

Lora.     He  bad  p^zfC  lA  l  distUK-c  li  Xli^ 

meridiaL    sjik'bd'.iur.    vbfL    he    tiNik   Li^ 

jilace  amiiijr  ffiva:   fimijieijiiirf.  tin    :;rs: 

advieate  <if  the  d:iv.     He  Lu.ird  his  cjfi'b- 

tioii  Tii  the  beurh.af^  liie  pri»jK'r.  ii"::i'ii:rL 

late.  ri-«L.rd  f(»r  Li*-  emixieLi  servu*!- ;  lie 

had  waidie^  iu«>  Ciiridun  irhiisi  Tiicre  v:?!. 

r«^7iKt  and  admiraticiL :  Lf  had  stt-L  hiu. 

dc>T(tti  ali  hit  tlJt'XJt^  and   inl  ^l^  i:idu>:r>. 

If  the  sierri«  tif  the  Stiktt  tuc  :ik  uLr;- 

nittiij^  diM-harire  of  tlie  hi::h  dbtic^    .n:- 

jiii£ied  U}MiD  iiiiu  :  ht   had   iicir  arr:r:>.'.  3,.: 

tha:  {KTKK2  (»f  liie  vhicL  miirhi.  ]»irLhT>s 

Xtt  rraiited  tc*  fe» — t  |*eriiic  wiiei.  ::je  iu- 

«iJ  tie*,  iif  mexi  were  i  irdi iitrl  1    :  n .  j uJre^  — 

and  he  fctiiud  him   vith  a  n^od  ::>  cit-:.: 

and  hrig^Jt..  aud  strnDg  as^  :l  r  >  \\hiii:^t 

da\>.  der^^tiuc  all  the  pi*vrer>  itf  :':.a:  ni.:»r. 

to   the  serrioe  of  the  aiuLirr.     }^t    vus 

jatlou*-  erf  a  reputfcti:.L  nhid.   bad    i,.:.r    ^'■-'^    *•'*.  '"''"^    evr-owd    lo   a 


Ike 


uk  hk 

Friezid  :tit:  AuonKT-general, 
Ikoir.ica!  fiiai£  of  the  coiintrr  did 
ruirt  the  Lord  Chief  Banm  t»  tiapel 
:if  vtisi:  he  ralied  the  itrict  Imeof  Ui  daij. 
^Vti£L  iif  \:*uu'^  tiie  state  c€  die  eatiie 
ci'Ui-'jry  :r  in-  surh,  thai  the  minds  ofcW 
r'l.iid  -ii-ieF  had  tieeii  previonalv 
*.£-:.::.>'.  :iie  j:'»-:t  orders  br  tbc 
Lii:  :iit  coRs::nia!ioL  iben 
ix.  izipriiif  :.B>i:ir.  thai  a  wide  aptead 
f«:i'^arv  t\:s:vd.  :he  kpirii  of  tbe 
:i:>i  Bhoiiir  t.avc  ied  the  learw 
V  I.:  vas  Bf  r:  covn  to  adminiiter  the  law, 
w^um  Sfi^"^  he  said  anvthift^to  lostv 
:i...:  iTiia  i.r  He  ouirbi  radwr  to  kave 
.en  :ic::'d.  I'l  wik  Lnd  £TDlle  siteeches. 
r:Lr>  and   feeiii'irv  already  too  rife. 


::.l:.  i.:.ie  mbde  a  folitica!  rhj 
::>ese  eirii'd  u-ehri^  Tbe  Attoraev* 
Zi  It- 'a.  \.hz  ..rifif aied  to  the  state  of  tke 
r:  i.LZ'v  l:  uif  ::xD£.  ^Vas  Ltbcaster  n  a 
H-:i'se  i>:a:f  :r.L-r  S!ii£F:)rdshtre,  or  aiT 
:>.!>t«r  ^il::  :r':h:  ^iS'.Lrbi-d  districti?  Were 
irif  n  ..'  :»::r*  ni:irr  iriTured  bT  the 
liiki:  Lhi  :  rxiers  of  ihe  mines  in  S 


s:r:kc,  and   «iio   K^nnd  thai  tfaear 
w  ere  >::i:*ned   t \  viaieiiK.  and  tlicir  ■ 
zrtvi'hifL   fr.im   vorkib^  ?     In   poiat 
:'aru  :hf  :ii;r»:iriS^  of  ibe  xmne^oaneis 
'..:.rt;i:e.ni'd  wiii.  tioience,  and  tbeir 
per:\  «.:l  T.n..     He  would  ask  tkea.  if 
::.l:  were  ;hf  s:fi:c  Cif  menace  in 


r:.£ 


LT^umesu   01 


ad(irued    tbeir   c^anrndii    cujfer :    hi    v  a^ 

aDUuu^  liuit  d:*v.  at  thi^  iate  jieri.c   </ 

hifr   existeuoe.   thex*t   shitLid    ij.^t    lie    tL: 

slightest    siipna    attactang   tw    lii>    hifh 

cLamc-ter.     He  trusted  that  tbe  ncihit  L.«"d 

iDi^t  be  fur  macT   Tcar>  f^i&:K*d  f^ir  the 

teTvice  <»f  his  cjiiLtrr,  aud  thai  »ht*:.  ::.«.; 

jieri'.Ki  Mi<rjid  arriri..  vLictt  must  ci'im.  :r    *--^, 

ail  of  us^.  Li^  hirh  rt-putari.iL  w;iuJd  MLk    }~:'ii-:>«  ihe   A '..ornev -general, ^ad  of  kis 

libciviuded  t  •  the  rrare. 

Mr.  N-jrciaLi  yjv.'^'i.y  bSn:..  •.:•.•:    »  a* 

liLwea'.L;  ai'.cLUOL  :■*'  trie  T.-.it- s  ^  ^ 
Icaroec  Lied,  or  zitz^rt  adxL.r:>~.  :  .?  s;  ■::. 
Lis  Lcq-::--:njeLt*.  aiiJ  L:s>  rtf  i^*:  *.  »  ^. 
perhaps,  :-l  iJ-if  sctC'l:.:.  ii.^:  :iji  v--^  : 
of  Lis  txdn.:-j£.  whtL  ht  tc:.-..;**  .  >  ■  .. 
Jeij!^  10  the  ben::.,  u:;^  n)-^:e  .  ^t  *  ::■ 
rtu-.Dce  iLt  :i:.Ti.luLi*   r.^i  :j  _■':?•  ■ 

fif  i:;ese  chaTt:?.  ::ii  c:-  v^ 
V  •-!  i  yr-u  f roiii  c  r.  w  c  r.  J  '1  '  t  •  ." .  ^ 
Hi  •  J*  cf  !.'  t:j  «•:••'■    -•".  j    »   t  •  ': 

fio*  i- J  ra:  ii.c  :t  i**"?  -*  •  '■ 
iliiT    r.-t   ^.mf.t:^.*   ;:  ;:  i  :     ? 
th#,  f/'cu.    r  i-  :*':•*  i>:    .f  ■* 
W4«    -.jr-.  :y    r:.o*>:    .s.^.-*'.: :.  *. 
ihf  I'V^M'  Ti  •■»'  it*e  TCOit  -ri  .  .:    ■ 

ti.-ji    \:*r    ■i.'.-'j''i   '•::  rT*.:>".    J    .  ■ 


:  ni.  «•»•* 


i?t-:iei  Friend  iht  Mt-mbe:  for 
wtrt  r^-rs*:i.  hr-d  :ri  ihf  case  of 
:  .irrii-::.  :i:..  :»ra)  ad«'ir*  oufbt  lo 
iH'i :  :.r  jrjed  :>(  ::  <  L:«rcC:.ief  Baron,  wky 
::i  r.<^-K  «-:.cr.  h-k  so  cood  in  tke  oae 
-?.»,  i.ai.  :  :>i  tver.  aiopied  m  the  other? 
r  :t  uas  .lie  cl:«  .-if  :he  Chief  Baroa  at 
^  I :  '.uKi .  ::  n.ake  1:1 :»  charp,  vaa  it  aot 
£^  ...  *  ::-*  Ck'\  ZiZ  C:.h:  .^ostice  Hadal 
■  >\!!.-.-.  :.  r.  ik:  &  »i:u;laT  ckaige  ? 
\-:\  •;:  :'.j*.:i»f   j.ok  ai   the  tersa  of 

.  i.<'ri'i^  rrarcf.  and  see  kov  it 
u..>  r '..:>:•.       H:  r kz  Tirrf-.  till  became 

r\h.    ;Nf  ckarce  of  my 

:::iiLeti,  Ut  coulJ  oot  evea 

L'     >»'      >m1  It.  as  be  kad 

Sptivc  estracta 

ke  koa.  Mem* 

-Ce  of  l^d 

^  ^"^  alike 


I     4«-».' 


Ii    %•   J.^^    ■    - 
*n:ji  J  £  ■:■-■- 

-'I pi:-  .   *i 


•  ■ 


for    Y,:- 
«Ml  h 


1097 


Conduct  of 
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I4rd  AHngeir, 


lOM 


the  perversion  of  the  bench  to  the  pur- 
poses of  party,  that  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Tindal,  in  this  country,  and  in  a  time  of 
great  excitement,  had  delivered  a  charge 
which  was  a  model  by  which  any  judge 
might  profit.  He  reverenced  the  judges 
of  the  land  ;  and  why  did  he  reverence 
them?  Because  he  did  believe  that  if 
there  was  anything  which  they  brought  to 
bear  when  they  took  their  judicial  seat— 
in  addition  to  the  great  learning  they  pos- 
sessed— better  than  any  other,  it  was  the 
feeling  of  the  absence  of  all  political  con- 
siderations; it  was  looking  at  the  ques- 
tion submitted  to  them  in  a  calm  and 
dispassionate  manner,  so  that  it  might  be 
said  of  them  as  it  was  said  of  Lord  Ten- 
tcrden,  **  he  would  try  a  question  of  sedi- 
tion or  of  treason  as  he  would  a  question 
concerning  a  bill  of  exchange/'  He 
said  that  this  was  the  principle  which 
ought  to  govern  the  judges.  No  judge 
ought  to  travel  out  of  the  record  imme- 
diately before  him.  If  the  topics  intro- 
duced were  calculated  to  prejudice  the 
individual  to  be  brought  before  the  court, 
it  appeared  inconsistent  with  the  right 
conduct  of  a  judge.  Give  him  leave  to 
ask  whether  there  were  no  Chartists  to  be 
tried  before  the  Lord  Chief  Baron.  Was 
it  not  notorious  that  there  were  many 
Chartists  included  in  the  calendar,  and 
had  it  not  been  the  argument  of  the  At- 
torney-general, as  showing  that  these 
parties  were  not  driven  to  their  misguided 
conduct  by  any  want,  that  the  majority 
had  been  engaged  in  a  political  outbreak, 
that  their  wants  had  been  ministered  to 
out  of  funds  provided  by  the  so-called 
Chartists ;  and^  in  fact,  that  many  were 
Chartists  ?  If  this  were  so,  what  right  bad 
a  judge,  sitting  upon  the  bench,  to  preju- 
dice these  individuals  by  any  reference  to 
Chartism  ?  Allusion  had  been  made  by 
the  Attorney-general  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Crown.  He  admitted  that  the  conduct 
of  the  Crown  had  been  most  lenient.  Ho 
was  happy  to  see  that  the  late  Government 
had  been  lenient  in  their  prosecutions ;  he 
was  equally  happy  to  find  that  the  present 
Government  had,  in  this  leniency,  imitated 
the  conduct  of  their  predecessors.  At 
allusion  had  been  made  to  the  proseciu 
tion  of  Frost,  he  must  ask  what  was  the 
state  of  the  country  during  the  triah  at 
Monmouth  ?  The  attacks  there  were  not 
confined  to  the  buildings;  there  waa  a 
regular  conflict  between  the  troops  and 
the  peoptei  and  there  wat  the  Ofert  ad 


of  treason  in  levying  war.  Did  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice,  in^  addressing  the  grand 
jury  of  Monmoutfi  say  that  sedition  was 
stalking  abroad ;  did  be  advert  to  a  set  of 
political  adventurers,  and  describi^  them 
as  tampering  with  the  wants  of  the  people 
to  serve  their  own  sinister  purpose^,  as 
coming  into  the  mining  dbtricts  to  eicite 
the  fiercer  passions  of  the  poorer  classef , 
and  collecting  an  army  of  their  own  ?  He 
did  no  such  thing.  He  explained  to  the 
grand  jury  the  law  of  high  treason,  from 
the  time  of  Edward  drd  down  to  the  pre- 
sent day,  and  that  when  the  condoct  of 
the  'different  parties  was  brought  before 
them,  it  would  be  their  dnty  to  give  their 
decision,  not  on  any  extrinsic  circnm- 
stances  which  were  not  in  his  charge,  but 
from  the  law  as  he  had  unfolded  it  to  them. 
And  what  had  been  the  conduct  of  the 
same  learned  Lord  at  Staflfbrd  ?  He  de- 
clared, '*  we  know  no  Chartists  here."  So 
ought  it  to  be  in  every  court  of  justkse. 
The  principle  of  the  law  was  that  it  had 
no  respect  for  persons;  the  principle  of 
the  judges  had  ever  been,  that  they  laid 
down  their  politics  on  the  threshold  of 
the  temple  of  justice,  and  never  stepped 
over  it.  The  people  abhorred  political 
judges,  and  the  hign  character  of  the  ju- 
dicial seat  had  been  preserved  from  a  po- 
litical character,  with  great  advantage  to 
the  administration  of  the  law.  He  had  the 
greatest  respect  for  the  genius,  the  ^« 
racter,  and  the  high  acqiiirementa  by 
which  in  the  person  of  Lord  Abinger  the 
judicial  chair  was  decorated,  but  at  the 
same  time,  he  shoold  regret  that  one  wbo^ 
because  of  this  character,  mnst  possess 
great  weight  and  influence  should  stimu- 
late the  feelings  of  grand  jories,  alreadj 
sufficiently  opposed  to  the  notions  of  men 
of  higher  standing  than  the  Chartists, 
men  who,  if  mistaken,  bore  the  name  of 
Radicals.  All  hit  hon.  Friend,  the  Mem- 
ber for  Finsbury,  said,  was  that  inquiries 
shoold  be  made ;  if  they  were  prepared 
with  the  learned  Gentleman,  the  Attor- 
ney-generalt  to  give  the  negathre  to  die 
charge  made  against  the  noUe  and  learned 
Lord,  thej  would  consent  to  the  motioo, 
which  would  in  that  case;  end  In  that 
which  he  would  greatly  rejoice,  the  ao- 
quittal  of  Lord  Abinger,  and  prove  that 
he  was  no  ezceptkm  to  the  charaeler 
he  had  ascribed  to  the  jodgea  of  the  land ; 
but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  foquiry 
should  prove  (hat  the  chaife  againil  die 
noide  and  learned  Ltml  van  tniab  hi 
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wouid  not  regret  thai  bis  hon.  Frien'i,  ]  Yalae  of  the  loslitatioiM  odcr  wUeli  iksy 
I  he  Member  for  Finsbury,  had  Huwn  at  '  lived.  What  wji  the  oH^a  of  graad 
such  brgh  game,  and  that  mj  Lord  Abin-  ;  jurifsr  Ori^aally  tbe  joibccs  hiaeffaBI 
^er  fthcald  be  made  to  know  that  diiroity.  went  through  the  cooBtry,  And  tke  pwC 
liowerer  great,  or  talent,  however  exiited,  .  otticers  aod  the  principal  people  of  tkc 
most  not  trench  apoa  the  principles  «:•:'  various  coualfcs  were  called 
justice.  :  meet  them,  and  with  whom  they 

Mr.  Jamei  &  H'ortley  was  surprise«j  upon  the  state  and  coaditioo  of  the 
that  his  hon.  and  learned  I'riend  had  en-  .  The  charge  of  the  jod^  wi 
tered  upon  this  discuiaioa  without  having  liTercd  to  tvelTe  meo  of  the 
read  the  charge  complained  of.  [Mr.  Ser-  ,  who  were  returned  b?  the 
geaot  Murphy  had  said  that  he  had  not  petty  jury,  in  writing ;  and  it 
read  it  till  he  came  into  the  House.]  His  til  the  reign  of  Eiiward  3id« 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  had  said  that  he  srand  inquest  waa  sanHnooei 
had  only  read  "fugitive  passages**  of' the  From  that  time  it  had  been  the  ftnqi 
charge.  Ic  was  to  him  a  matter  of  zreat  practice  for  the  judje  to  enter  ni 
relief  that  his  hon.  Friend  had  net  read  it,  not  into  any  questions  of  party  politiESY^vC 
because,  entertaioinza  hi^h  opinion  of  his  upon  the  general  pohtics  of  the  oomtrj, 
hon.  and  learned  Friend's  judgment  and  and  a  dtscussioa  of  the  inaCitalMwa  of  the 
candour,  he  should  hate  unuonbtedlv  re-  aze.  iiid  of  the  condition  of  the 
zretted  much  that,  having  read  it,  his  lioo. .  living  under  those  iostitntiooa.  He 
Friend  had  formed  the  opinion  he  had  in  the  Hirlcian  colleciioo  a  chaise 
just  expressed  ;  but  he  wascoovmctd  that  vered  to  the  grand  jary  of  York  by  a 
if  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  had  read  it,  m  the  yejr  1649.  a  period  wtih  the  doc- 
he  would  not  have  discovered  any  thing  trir.cs  of  which  be  thought  the 
having  for  its  object  to  stimulate  the  fe«U  ber  for  Finsbary  would  not  be 
ing  of  the  grand  juries.  It  might  be  that  quarrel.  What  was  the  conne  theve  taken  f 
the  subjects  strlected  in  the  chiri^-e  might  ■  Judge  Thorpe,  to  whose  charge  henUod- 
be  matter  of  obtervatioa  for  hon.  Gentle-  .  ed,  addresised  the  grand  jary  opoo  Che 
men  opposite,  but  no  candid  man.  and  he  stale  and  prospects  of  the  conntry.  He 
knew  his  hon.  and  learneii  Friend  was  a  «as  not  aware  thdt  Judge  Thorpe  eooM 
candid  man,  coulil  read  t'.e  whole  ot' titese  be  ijent;tied.  and  he  believed  that  he 
charges  and  sjy  th.ic  tiic  objt:ct  of  mo  no-  could  not,  wiih  any  of  the  violent  proceed- 
Me  awl  learned  judge  wsi  to  pcrv.wt  jus-    in^js  li'  ihi  inae  ;  but  his  cherigc  showed 


ticc,  and  to  stimulate  the  feelings  ot  t-.e    that  he  was  not  without  opiuioos  and  led* 
t^randjury-     Would  lirj  representatives  of    ings  upon  the  political  institotHMW  of  his 


Lancashrre,    who    sat    on    the     0|iposiie    counirv.     .After  alluding  to  the 

benches,   submit    to  the   iibet    uron    the    which    ha'l  l>een  etilfCteil  in  the  ftmo  of 

^rand  jurymen  of  their  county  iLat  they     Goven.m-.nt,   and    lapreastag   opon    the 

should  be  stimulated  by  any  jud^e  to  the    irrand  jury  that  it  was  the  dnty  of  the 

abandonment  of  their  duty  t     Ho  shoiiU!    people    to  coofomi    to  the 

be  very  sorry  to  think,  that  possible.  With  ,  institutions,  be  went  on  to 

respect  to    the   |H:l(y  jurie<«.   his    learned  '  was  the  authority  vn  which  the 

Fnend  the  Attorney -genera  Ih  ad  descnb^ti    ment  rt^ted.    He  md  that  all  anihority 

what  took  piacr?.  and  ha«i  cleirly  shown    and  po^er  were  ofipnalty  and  prinMrdy 

that  there  was  nvjiliinj:  m  (he  conduct  or  I  m    iiod;  th.it   Gcd,  of  his   wisdoa  and 

luanoer  of  tlie  noUie  an  i  learned  Lord  be- |  prcviJence.    had   dispensed    so    amch   of 

fore   them  to  lu^Mt'y  th:«  autck.     As    lo  .  h<«  [k.'^*t  to  man  a>  was  necessary  fur  his 

the    i'r..s.nt    nirtiju.    n    pn ccrded    lu    a  :  u**:  :    i-hI    liwn  -■»■•<  a  pas«a^e  of  which 

■^reat  dt-.:rt.L  rr-.ni  a  (;!•«•  uncoixton  •  "    ^«  f  ii«'  iMr.   S.  ~.  «ss  gure  ^|^  hon. 

|irtiiciplc5  anl  prjci.ci.  •/:  td-j  t  ju<  FiKiid  the  ^    Fmsbury  wonU 

He  had  yet  to  learn  'hit.  tj^ecau  ^t  compi-  ^Virpe  went  on  Id 

was  made  a  judjc,  alih.  jd.  iie  -  t 

cour.eiilor,  he  n'ust  .U  O'C-.  ah 

political   rpin'fn*.     He   thou.-l-  *^ 

contrary,  ihat  .incii?n:ly.  \rA   .1  '"" 

present  time,  it  rid  txen  i:i"  p, 

It  w.is  the  dutv  «^    ^     ud^e  p.-ri-ji 

open  to  tlw  »  ■»'   ^dUurc 
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democracy,  yet  still  the  original  fountain 
thereof  is  from  the  consent  and  aj^reeoient  of 
the  people.  And  from  this  assertion  and  po- 
sition, I  am  led  on  further,  by  plain  reason, 
to  understand  that  rulers  and  governors  are 
accountable  to  the  people  for  their  misgOTem* 
raent ;  namely,  when  they  transfifress  the  rules 
and  laws,  by  which  the  people  did  agree  they 
would  be  governed.  But  let  me  not  bt  mistaken, 
for  when  I  say,  accountable  to  the  people, 
I  do  not  mean  to  the  diffused  humours  and 
fancies  of  particular  men  in  their  singular  and 
natural  capacities ;  but  to  the  people  in  their 
politic  constitution,  lawfully  assembled  by 
their  representative.^' 

He  thought,  and  bad  anticipated,  that 
tliese  were  aentiinenta  which  would  be 
grateful  to  the  feelings  of  boo.  Geutleinen 
oppoaite  :  but,  lie  begged  to  ask,  had  Lord 
Abinger,  in  this  ioitaoce,  done  anything  not 
in  accordance  with  that  which  had  in  tbe 
case  referred  to,  bean  done }  But  to  paaa 
over  wliil  might  be  called  bad  times,  and 
l6avu|f^|lKllimes  of  the  Tudora  and  tbe 
Stuaria»V|ie  would  refer  to  a  more  receot 
period,  and  one  subsequent  to  tbe  Revo- 
lution. He  held  in  his  hand  a  charge 
printed  in  the  year  1703,  which  was  pub- 
lished as  a  sort  of  model  charge  for  ail 
grand  juries  of  the  period ;  and  it  was  said 
to  be  written  by  a  most  Warned  individual, 
to  whose  authority  every  attention  was 
due,  and  thought  worthy  of  a  second  edi* 
tion  by  another  learneid  hand  in  1725. 
In  this  document  a  form  was  given  which 
entered  into  a  discussion  of  the  principle  of 
theconstitutioo,  and  it  concluded  by  direct- 
ing that  there  should  be  handed  to  tbe 
grand  jury  a  document  containing  what  was 
technically  called  the  charge,  that  was  a 
list  of  the  offences  to  be  inquired  into. 
And  in  truth,  the  principle  upon  which 
tlie  institution  of  grand  juries  was  founded 
was  not  satisfied  by  a  mere  recital  by  the 
judge  of  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
indictments  to  be  laid  before  the  jurors, 
but  their  oath  required  that  they  should 
make  presentment  of  all  that  has  come  to 
their  knowledge  in  their  own  county,  and 
it  was  out  of  this  that  the  practice  had 
arisen  for  the  judges  of  the  present  time 
to  address  themselves  to  the  grand  jurj, 
and  to  enlarge  occasionally  on  genaiml 
politics  as  well  as  all  those  topics  mhkb 
presented  themselves  as  affording  matter 
of  remark  by  reason  of  their  occurreoco 
within  tbe  limits  of  the  particular  ooonty. 
Tbe  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury  had  re* 
ferred  to  the  case  of  Baron  Smith,  and  be 
Wreaaarked  that  Lord  Abiogtr  bid  takm 


tart  in  the  discussion  upon  that  case.  He 
ad  referred  to  the  debate,  and  found  that 
the  noble  Lord  had  spoken  upon  it ;  bot 
he  (Mr.  Wortley)  asserted  no  principle 
now  on  behalf  of  Lord  Abinger,  which 
that  noble  Lord  had  not  then  asserted  on 
behalf  of  Baron  Smith,    He  said, 

^  Ooverament  ought  not  to  suppoft  such  a 
motion  without  having  themselves  instituted 
some  preliminary  investigation,  and  been  pre- 
pared to  say  that  there  was  a  fit  occasioa  for 
following  it  up  by  an  address  to  tlie  Crown*'' 

In  this  case  that  investigation  was  an- 
necessary  as  appeared  from  the  statement 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney-general, 
who  had  given  his  personal  testimony  as 
to  what  had  occurred  at  the  triala.  Aa 
investigation  must  be  had,  it  was  said,  and 
upon  whose  opinion  should  the  Govern- 
ment rest  but  that  of  their  own  officer, 
who  had  been  actually  present.  Lord 
Abinger  went  on, 

"  They  might  declaim  as  much  as  they 

Ceased  about  the  independenee  ci  the  judges. 
It  unless  they  bad  eonfideace  in  the  proteo- 
tion  <tf  tbe  Government,  how  could  thay  die* 
charge  their  lanclioos«'' 

He  could  not  help  remarkmg  that  thia 
amtioo  waa  brouf^t  forwaid  at  an  unfor- 
tunate period,  au  it  waa  not  bis  ttmli  that 
his  hon  Friend  bad  not  been  induced  to 
postpone  jft.:.  They  were  onable  to  ipeak 
either  with  le^utainty  or  freedom,  fo  thwe 
was  a  trial  yet  to  take  place  ariaiog  ont  of 
the  same  transaetions;  io  that  case  evi- 
dence waa  to  be  adduced  wfaiob  had  not 
yet  been  before  the  pnUic,  md  wbieb  m 
yet  coold  not  with  propriety  bo  ataled  in 
this  debate.  Mooh  of  that  evideno^  bad 
been  before  Lord  Abinsar  which  waa  ytt 
to  be  produced  vpoB  the  triab  abont  to 
take  place,  tod  it  waa  not  posttUa  thenfoea, 
for  boo.  Gentlemen  to  fbrns  a  jodgnent 
entirely  correct  with  regard  to  tbe  mate- 
rials upon  which  the  laaroed  Chief  Baioa 
had  made  hia  ckarge.  To  retam  to  tbe 
debate  on  the  asotioii  respecting  M  r.  Baton 
Smith.  Tbe  noble  Lonl,  the  Member  for 
North  Lancaabire,  bad  been  referred  to  aa 
having  apoken  on  that  debate,  and  be  bed 
in  hia  speech  eipressed  what  be  deemed 
to  be  tbediit^  of  a  judfe  with  anch  eatra- 
ordinary  precision  and  beaaty  of  lapgaeiet 
that  he  woqld  read  it  to  the  Hoaae,  aa  far 
beUir  than  any  deflaitioo  be  f  Mr.  Woillef ) 
coold  ^ve.  The  nobia  Lord  wu  drawing 
a  diatmetion  between  the  caie  of  Mr* 
Baron  Smith  and  diet  which  lie  4Bioribe4» 
end  be  aaidy 
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*'  Tliat  he  would  not  then  enter  into  the 
question  which  was  discussed  last  year,  as  to 
how  far  political  topics  were  or  were  not  admis- 
sible into  such  addresses  from  the  bench,  than 
simply  to  record  his  dissent  from  the  position 
taken  up  by  the  hoii.  and  learned  Member  for 
the  city  of  Dublin  on  that  subject,  on  the 
ground  that  if  the  offences  in  the  calendar^  or 
the  state  of  crime  generally  throughout  the 
country,  were  plainly  of  an  insurrectionary 
tendency,  a  judge  would  fail  in  the  duty  he 
owed  to  society  were  he  not  to  advert  to  such 
topics — in  doing  so  he  would  be  not  only  ex- 
ercising a  privilege,  but  discharging  a  solemn 
and  imperative  duty.*' 

He  maintained  that  these  observations 
were    strictly    applicable    to    this    case. 
The  hon.  Member  had  brought  forward 
this  motion   without  the    least  reference 
to  the  state  of  the  country.     lie  would 
not   repeat    the    description    which    had 
been    given   by    the    hon.    and    learned 
Attorney-general,  but  even  that  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  bad  not  fully  described 
the  extent  of  the  disturbances  in  the  north 
of  Kngland.    Tiic  case  of  the  charge  de- 
livered at  Stafford  by  Jx)rd  Chief  Justice 
Tindal   had  been  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Cork.    He  would 
not  say  one  word  against  that  learned  and 
most  estimable  judge;  he  entertained,  as 
he  believed  every  other  member  of  the 
profession  did,  the  most   sincere   respect 
and  the  hiL;;hest  veneration  for  him.     The 
bench  possessed   no   greater  ornament — 
there  was  no  one  to  whom  the  whole  pro- 
fession looked  with  greater  respect.     Tlie 
charge  of  the  learned  jud;j:e  was  excellent. 
But  he  remembered  the  charge  of  the  same 
learned  judge  at  Bristol — a  charge  equally 
excellent,  but  not  so  strictly  confined  to 
the   immediate  question  then  at  issue  as 
that  delivered  by  him  at  Stuflbrd.     He  re- 
collected how  the  learned  judge  went  into 
a  definition  of  the  character  and  duties  of 
a  soldier,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
in  his  military  capacity  he  did  not  lose  his 
position,  or  forfeit  his  rights  as  a  citi/en. 
But  was  the  state  of  lhiii;;s  in  Stailbrdshire 
precisely  the  same  as  that  which  existed 
in  Lanrasliire?      lie  denied  that  it  was  ; 
for  in  Stailbrdshire  the  outbreak  was  nut 
so  much  of  a  political  nature,  although  the 
airitation   in  some    donrree  assumed    that 
character.     In  both   counties    there   was 
a  general  apprehension  that  \\\vxv.  would 
be  a  further  reduction  of  wages.    C'^m- 
muuications   were    going   on    lro«» 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  l 
the  organized  trades*  unions,  w 


could  be  no  doubt  that  a  general 
ation  prevailed  to  resist  the  appreheadcd 
reduction,  even  if  an  outbreak  were  the 
consequence.       In  Lancashire,  howctai, 
the  disturbances  were  marked  by  aynploaH 
far  more  dangerous  ;  at  first  andoableilly 
the  populace  were  acting  upon  the  princi- 
ple, that  immediately  upon  a  mmnafactaRr 
reducing  the  wages  of  his  meD,    there 
should   be  a  turn  out.     But  very  alioitly 
after  the  first  outbreak,  the  leader*  of  the 
party,   who  styled  themselfes  Chartiila, 
endeavoured  to  identify  themaelves  with 
the  mob,  and  endeavoured  to  pennade 
them  to  adopt  their  views.     At  first  they 
were  unsuccessful,  but   eventually,   and 
most  unfortunately,  the  workmen  were  in- 
duced  to  join  them,  and  to  parrae  by 
violence  the  political  objects  of  the  Chart- 
ist body.      Lancashire  was  then  in  n  most 
alarming  position.     Large  ooHectioiia  of 
persons  took  place,  and  langnaM  of  the 
most  violent  description  was  mmSt^ui  two 
or  three  towns  were  for  several  AqfMB  the 
unrestrained  occupation  of  the  HMb.  Ma* 
gistrates  were  present,  and  had  taken  put 
at  meetings  of  the    most    inflammatory 
character,  and  some  of  them,  the  chidT 
magistrates  of  boroughs  within  the  coontyi 
had  declared  that  under  no  circomatanoes 
would    they    order  military  force  to  be 
used  to  put  down  the  disturbances.     Un- 
checked by  the  authorities,  and  encouraged 
by  the  apathy  if  not  the  direct  incitement 
of  those  who  ought  to  have  preserved  the 
peace,  large  bodies  of  men  were  parading 
the  county,  forcibly  preventing  the  ooo- 
tinuance  of  labour;   and  further  yet,  a 
large  force,  with   banners  and  the  array 
of  a  march,  had  surmounted  the  bills  and 
were  pouring  down  into  the   valleys   of 
Yorkshire.     What,  then,  was  the  duty  of 
the  judge  before  whom  persons  engaged  in 
those  disturbances  were  brought  for  trial? 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Cork 
said,  that  there  were  Chartists  there,  and 
that  that  was  the  very  reason  why  they 
should  not  be  talked  about.     Why,  it  was 
a  ('hartist  insurrection.    The  conspiracy 
charged   was  a  conspiracy  by  means  oif 
force,  violence,  and  intimidation,  to  effect 
a  total  change  in  the  form  of  Government. 
The  judge  was  not  to  talk  politics.    What 
was  meant  by  politics  ?     He  agreed  that 
party  politics  sho**'-!  be  altogether  exclud- 
ed from  the  !->"'«-      ^^t  he  defied  the  hon. 
'ientlemar  *t     c  expreasion  in 

^<;  whole  r  s  of  a  nature  to 

r  it  0'  trectaoo,  unlm 
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it  vras  the  allusion  to  those  Chortiati, 
whoK  very  offence  it  was  thai  tbej  wen 
to  inquire  into.  There  were  no  common 
indictments  to  be  tried.  Some  larceniei 
and  some  robberies,  indeed,  presented 
themselves;  but  these  were  the  ectiof  the 
camp  followers  of  the  insurrection.  Let 
them  not  tell  him  that  the  mob  had  done 
no  harm.  He  cheerfully  end  gratefully 
acknowledged  one  raost  striking  character- 
istic of  their  proceedings.  He  looked  hack 
to  the  time  of  the  Luddite* — of  the  ma- 
chine breakers— and  to  the  deslraction  of 
property  which  then  look  place ;  and  he 
sincerely  rejoiced  in  the  contrast  which 
those  disturbances  presented.  However 
niischievoni  their  purpose,  however  dan- 
gerous  their  conduct,  however  calamitous 
the  results  of  their  proceedings  to  them- 
selves and  their  fellows,  at  least  he  was 
bound  to  acknowledge  that  the  mobs  of  the 
j^ear  1842  had,  with  few  exceptions,  cau. 
tiously  abstained  from  doing  violence  to  pro- 
pertyorperson.  But  was  there  no  mischief 
produced  7  How  many  mills  had  been  stop- 
ped,how  many  hands  preveoted  from  doing 
ihcir  work,  how  many  families  turned  adrift 
and  bereft  of  the  means  of  existence  ?  It 
was  a  lamentable  sight  to  see  placed  at 
the  bar,  as  he  had,  poor  men  and  lads, 
with  tears,  protesting  that  they  had  been 
forced  from  their  work — that  they  loved 
their  masters — that  they  had  laboured 
willingly — that  they  had  been  the  support 
of  their  young  families  or  aged  parents, 
UDlil  forced  by  the  violence  of  the  mob  to 
give  up  their  subsistence.  He  remem- 
bered one  instance,  which  had  struck  him 
forcibly :  A  young  man,  named  John 
GalviD,  was  tried  before  Mr.  Justice  Cress- 
well.  He  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  and 
had  been  committed  by  the  magistrates, 
having  been  apprehended  amidst  a  violent 
mob,  but,  on  account  of  l^e  goodness  of 
his  character,  was  admitted  to  bail,  to 
appear  to  answer  the  charge.  When  be 
was  called,  to  the  surprise  of  the  court,  be 
appeared  in  the  uniK>rm  of  her  Majesty, 
He  had,  since  the  investigation  before  the 
magistrates,  enlisted,  and  was  then  a  pri- 
vate in  the  Rifle  Corps.  He  had  never  in- 
tended any  injury  to  any  one,  and  on  the 
first  opportunity,  he  had  evinced  hialojalt] 
by  embracing  the  services  of  his  Qaeen 
and  entering  an  honourable  prdeaskn. 
Then  this  being  the  nature  of  tne  distaitK 
ances,  he  would  turn  now  to  the  cbugc  of 
the  Lord  Chief  Baron;  and  b«  woald 
refei  to  the  paaaages  to  wbkh  the  hoB. 
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which  he  said,  seemed  to  establish  on  tbs 
authority  of  the  learned  judge,  a  new 
Tangled  treason.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
said,  "  There  iaa  new  treason ;  we  eanooL 
even  discuss  the  Charter."  Though  tb« 
hon.  Member  waa  not  a  member  of  the 
professioD  to  which  he  (Mr.  Wortley)  had 
the  honour  to  belong,  he  Uiought  that  if 
he  read  the  charge  of  the  leaned  judge 
attentively,  be  could  not  fail  to  see  tut 
this  was  a  construction  which  the  words 
of  that  learned  judge  did  not  warrauL 

ty,  genlleiMD,  that  if  these  eoiw 
spiiBcies,  having  such  purposes  in  view,  had 
ide  the  solgeet  of  pKwecatioiisfbriagk 
the  consequences  mi^t  have  beam 
indeed,  to  the  parties  ooDcemed.  I 
loss  to  know  what  dtstioetion  tbefs  is 
between  a  coaspiracy  to  subrart  the  Oovm^ 
ment,  and  impose  force  and  restraint  on  all 
the  btanches  of  the  Legislature,  on  pnrpose  to 
*- —  ■  putieolar  measure  passed  into  law,  and 
lime  of  high  treason.  By  tbeandeotliw 
of  this  eo-BKuy,  the  crime  of  high  treason  is 
techuieally  limited  to  ima^ning  or  ct^pessiiig 
the  death  of  the  Sovereini,  or  to  levjmg  war 
on  the  Sovereign :  but  the  judges  have,  frees 
the  earliest  limes,  considered  that  a  ceospi- 
raey  to  levy  wa^  -  and  to  employ  feese  to 
restrain  the  will  of  (he  Sovereign,  an  ovwt  act 
of  hi^b  treason  i  and,  if  sstisfietorily  provecL 
sufficient  to  jnstily  a  jury,  when  coBbinad 
with  the  intention  of  really  inipM' 
the  Sovereign,  in  finding  it 


>  be  high 


What  was  the  effect  of  this  pesaage? 

was  not  that  the  Chartn  moat  not  be 

scnssed ;  but  that  if  then  was  a  coa- 
spiracy  to  sabrert  the  present  form  of 
Qoverament,  end  for  that  pvrpose  to 
impose  force  and  restniot  on  tbs  Lagw- 
lature,  by  means  of  a  imecal  iBMUreetioa 
and  fiwced  ceMation  fron  laboar,  it  woold 
amount  to  high  tieawa.  This  wn  a  poai- 
tion  wbicb  so  comtitntioiial  lawyer  eoald 
deny.  But  there  «u  aiMher  DMMga  to 
which  be  wonld  lefer.    Uwulkii: — 

"  An  anlawM  MaaMbly  is  an  asasaUr  eol- 
leeted  ugeibar  fiir  SDBM  illegal  dject ;  and  ie 
case  it  eiUUIa  by  its  aatt  and  eeadnet  soaae 
imprrnr  design,  01  exdiea  alana  ansoogtbe 
wdl^B^oaed  snbieBU  of  the  Qaeao,  U  isa 
ibh  i  and  aU  peraees  IbndBg  not 
>UMa.aad  ennteeawing  ^£ir 


they  can  Aow  tfiat  ikqrwere  { 

eeotly  and  honsMly,  as  pailisi|iaton  b  a  ^». 


"A  great  deal  has  basa  mH  tf  lltWnni 
^moh  as  to  what  shoold  ba  cenridand  an  i» 
lawU  BBSssBbly  ;  and,  I  am  teoj  lb  BCT,  thtt 
as  tak«tt  phsa  k  Ob  eootj  IM  ibw 
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rise  to  discussion  on  the  point,  botli  in  courts 
of  law  and  in  Parliament.  But  one  thing  is 
clear,  that  an  assembly  consisting  of  such 
multitudes  as  to  make  all  discussion  and 
debate  ridiculous  and  a  farce  never  can  be 
assembled  for  the  purpose  of  deliberate  and 
calm  discussion.  Will  any  person  in  his 
senses  say  that  when  a  man  assembles  together 
3,000  or  4,000  individuals,  he  does  so  to  form 
a  deliberative  assembly,  to  discuss  speculative 
points  either  of  law  or  government.  Such  a 
profession  would  carry  with  it  its  own  refu- 
tation. If,  therefore,  an  assembly  consists  of 
such  multitudes  as  to  render  all  notion  of 
serious  debate  impossible ;  or,  if  you  find 
that  at  such  an  assembly  all  attempts  at  debate 
are  put  down,  and  that  the  only  object  of  the 
parties  is  to  hear  one  side,  the  meeting  ceases 
to  be  an  assemblv  for  deliberation,  and  cannot 
protect  itself  under  that  pretension.  Again, 
assemblies  of  such  magnitude,  without  a  pre- 
sident, or  any  one  empowered  and  able  to 
restrain  and  dissolve  them,  must  lead,  as  every 
one  will  see,  to  alarm  and  terror,  and  to  the 
disturbance  of  the  peace.  Such  assemblies 
are  in  themselves  unlawful ;  and,  if  their  con- 
duct occasions  a  breach  of  the  peace«  they  are 
riotous." 

Tlie  meaning  of  these  words,  he 
thought,  was  too  obvious  to  require  ex* 
plaoation.  The  meaning  of  the  passage, 
taken  altogether,  clearly  was,  that  if  the 
jury  should  be  of  opinion  that  discussion 
was  not  really  the  object  of  the  meeting, 
and  if  the  jury  should  lind  that  it  was  of 
a  nature  to  create  and  did  create  alarm, 
it  was  an  unlawful  assembly  which,  if  ac- 
companied with  violence,  would  amount  to 
the  more  aggravated  offence  of  a  riot.  But 
to  suppose  that  the  learned  judge  had 
been  guilty  of  the  puerility  of  saying  that 
a  mere  assemblage  of  3,000  persons  was 
unlawful  was  absurd.  I1ien,  there  was 
another  charge  made — that  Lord  Abingcr 
had  stated  that,  so  far  as  his  experience 
went,  he  saw  no  reason  to  think  that  the 
outbreak  was  caused  by  distress  or  the 
want  of  wages.  This  was  a  question  of 
fact.  He  did  not  for  one  moment  deny 
the  existence  of  distress  in  Lancashire  or 
in  the  adjoining  county  ;  but  if  it  were 
said  that  distress  was  the  cause  of  the  out- 
break, he  believed  that  in  that  statement 
a  great  exaggeration  was  involved  ;  for  it 
was  not  with  those  whose  distresses  were 
the  most  severe — whose  sufferings  were 
the  deepest — that  the  insurrection  com- 
menced. Where  did  that  insurrection 
begin — and  amongst  what  clasn  of  people 
was  distress  the  most  prevalent?  lie  be- 
lieved that  there  was  no  class  of  men 
more  wretched  or  more  grievously  de- 


pressed, than  the  hand-loom  weawen.  Tht 
insurrection  commenced  al  Aahttm-aBcicik 
Line,  which  was  the  centre  of  ■  popah- 
tion  of  55,000  souls,  iocluding  Dakanfifldi 
Hyde,  and  Staley-brklge ;  but  in  ihe  whole 
of  that  district  there  was  not  a  aiagie 
hand-loom  weaver.  Almost  every  auli  ia 
that  particular  district  was  at  vpork^^ia 
Duken6eld  one-half  the  popolatioa  wai 
employed,  at  an  average  of  lOai  weekly 
wages,  inoludiog  meo,  women, 
dren,  giving  as  the  average  weekly 
ings  of  the  whole  population,  6f.  per 
These  places  had  sent  embaari( 
They  went  to  Wigan,  but  there  they  faiU 
to  create  disturbances;  to  Pfeatoo;  hat 
several  days  elapsed  before  thoea 
ous  occurrences  which  had  there 
the  loss  of  life.  He  had  letters  in  hie 
session  from  those  who  had  beea 
at  the  time  of  the  apprehenaioo  of  the  ari- 
soners  at  Wake6eid,  Leeds,  and  Hamu, 
and  there  was  scarcely  a  man  amoof  the 
parties  taken  up  who  at  that  time  «aa  Mt 
in  full  employment.  There  had  heea 
some  evidence  also  given  on  ooe  of  the 
trials  at  Liverpool  by  Mr.  Williaia  Monii, 
a  manufacturer,  which  he  woald  read.  He 
was  examined  by  Lord  Abinger,  who  naked, 

<'  Q.— Is  yours  a  cotton  mill  ^^if .  Beth  eel- 
ton,  spinning,  and  manufsclurieg.^ — Q.  Uow 
many  hands  altogether  do  you  employ  t— J. 
The  whole  number  of  hands  in  that  mill  it 
238,  and  in  another  in  which  I  am  ooeoeraed, 
nearly  500. — Q.  Has  there  been  any  lowering 
of  the  wages  in  your  mill  for  any  time  beck? 
— A,  Not  for  about  three  years.  I  nwy  itale, 
wtth  your  Lordship's  permission,  that  lest  year 
I  paid  500/.  in  wages  in  my  own  leill  mmn 
than  the  nearest,  for  the  same  &bric  of  eleih^ 
in  the  towu ;  and  at  the  present  time  1  em 
paying  full  20  per  cent,  more  than  the  av^ 
rage.^(j.  You  say  you  have  paid  the  same 
wages  for  three  years  ? — A.  Yes.^-i|i  Whet 
was  the  average  a  good  workman  in  yoer  eiK 
ploy  got  by  the  week?-*il.  The  avenge  de- 
pends upon  the  number  of  looms  they  have* 
A  two-loomed  weaver,  who  is  genaiellw  a 
young  person,  has  from  ius.  to  12s.,  eceoramg 
to  the  width  of  the  cloth  that  is  woven.  Those 
on  three  looms  have  from  15<.  to  IBs. ;  these 
on  four  looms,  after  paying  their  little  helper, 
a  girl  or  a  boy  of  about  thirtven  years  of  egc, 
from  IKs.  to  1/.  and  upward s.^Cj.  Over  wd 
above  what  they  pay  their  helper  f — A»  Yes» 
all  clear.^ti  Many  of  tlie  persons  working 
for  you,  have  their  children  working  there  also. 
have  not  they  P— /!.  Yes.— (j.  So  that  several 
members  of  a  family  earn  their  bread  al  the 
same  mill  ?  —  A.  Yes.  —  Q.  Have  yon 
made  a  calculation  liow  much  eaehperwN 
on  an  average  by  the  week,  taking  ihe  ^mm, 
and   the   women  and  chiidren*— ^  la  |hc 
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whole  mill  1  had  ntithar,  up  to  loat  weak, 
book-lfeaper,  maatget,  nor  lalewuMi  lo  paj— 
>vliich  nught  to  be  borne  in  mind  in  tbi*  ol- 
cu1aUon,and  (he  arerage  is  13*. aod  upwards— 
betWEen  13i.  and  14f,,  taking  the  whole  mill." 

Tbit  took  place  on  tiis  trial  of  a  mao 
named  H'Caon,  on  tba  11th  of  Octobtr, 
1849,  Th«  view  of  the  noble  and  laatDad 
judge  was  full;  boToe  out  b;  the  report  of 
Mr.  Horner.  If  no  otber  beoefit  had  ac- 
crued fVon  the  mea^urei  which  had  been 
promoted  bj  hta  ttotila  i  rif nd  the  Hennber 
for  DorMiahire  (Lord  Achley)  for  tb«  ngu- 
laiion  of  factory  labour,  the  kdvanUgo  of 
ihete  periodical  reporu  from  the  inapeo* 
tort  would  have  done  him  honour.  Mr. 
Homer,  after  ilatiog,  that 

"  Throughout  a  great  part  of  m*  district 
there  was  a  iiupetiaion  of  all  work  for  a  loos 
lime,  by  tha  riotous  proceedings  Inlo  which  so 
manj  of  tba  workpeople  were  beuayed :  to 
these,  however,  it  is  unnecesurj  foi  ma  to  ad- 
Ten  farther,  a*  I  can  gire  do  iafonnalion  of 
which  you  must  not  hare  been  lonfi  aioce  in 
poxseuion," 

goec  on,  towardt  tha  end  of  his  report  of 
I7ih  October,  1B43,  to  state  aocDe  of  the 
influences  under  which  the  outbreak  com- 
menced. 

"SetlinsaMde  all  other  conaideratiaai,  and 
piaciDg  tba  necesti^  of  adequaU  means  of 
education  being  prorid«d  on  no  Ugher  gramd 
than  as  a  question  of  publie  policy,  it  i*  ob- 
vious Uiat  something  efiMtive  ought  to  be  done 
without  loss  of  tine ;  and  in  the  circumttancea 
of  the  district,  the  awst  advisable  thiag  ap- 
pears lo  be,  to  establish  National  Schools,  and 
those  coridueied  on  (he  system  of  the  British 
and  Forrign  School  Society ;  and  1  hare  m= 
doubt  that  eKcallent  local  commiuos*  eonld  be 
formed  for  the  maaagement  of  both.  Sn^io- 
atitutions  fortheUapefitof  tbeirduldrenwoald 
be  erideace  lo  Ibe  humbler  elaiset  of  fiiendl; 
dispositions  and  kind  sympathy  in  those  above 
(hem  i  feelings  of  alienation  between  the  em- 
ployer and  employed  would  be  eheded,  end 
the  just  influence  of  property  nhd  odacMian 
would  b«  strengthened.  That  people  to  un- 
educated are  in  perpetual  daiiger  of  Wing  M 


il  moral  and  religions  piineiples  had  been 
cureruUy  iniiilkd  into  thnn  m  (heir  eUMhood, 
if  the  memit  of  continuing  their  moral,  rali^ 
gioua,  and  intellactual  cnltore,  and  opporto* 
niiiGs  of  pawing  their  leiitue  time  in ionocont 
and  iigreeaUe  oocupationt  had  been  provided 
For  tlium,  we  may  lafcly  venture  |o  affirm  diat 
th<'y  would  never  have  been  betmyed  into 
ict  so  dangaroM  to  tha  o 


Now,  with  TMMct  to  Um  MBteocOi. 
There  wna  an  uihoiitj  on  this  qnestioa, 
upon  whom  be  eoald  nlf,  u  Inat  at  u 
uiiprejudioedwiinaia,n|aBt)ea»uiwhehad 
elevated  himielf  into  the  poaltien  of  a  oen- 
sor.  Hewaatheeditorofooeortbeelewraat 
weekly  poriodtcalt,  and  ha  beliefed*  him- 
self n  lawyer,  altboagfa  at  diShrent  times 
he  had  been  ao  onftHtunata  aa  to  aeloet  at 
the  objecit  of  his  altacka,  audi  men  u  Hr. 
Justiae  Ctderidge,  Hr.  Jnatiea  nittiKn, 
and  Hr.  Jostioa  CtMawell.  Aia  otjwt  h 
this  case  was  (o  email  Mr.  jMtiMOraaa- 
well.    In  the  Aoawner  of  15th  C 


1842,  he  (bund  the  foHowii^  pamaif: 
'   '    '  thh  waa  w 


and  let  it  be 


thatti 


Uwvar,  neiewing  the  whale  pwaaii- 
ings  of  the  epecial  eammisatoa ;  wad  jM 
he  biota  M  im  (holt  is  the  eoadMt  af 
Lord  AMnger. 

"  Let  nt  KM  tee  Mr.  imtiaa  f^amwell  at 
itic  5i>ecfal  amiiai  fcr  the  trial  of  men  hn^ 
cutoil  in  the  late  dittathoBaei.  Bnt  befcte  «• 
io<ik  at  bis  tantanoet,  let u merit  tbeae  of  Ihfl 
oiii'.r  judges  in  Ae  aaaM  diitriet,  and  dealing 
Willi  Ibe  tame  elmt  of  oAneaa. 

'  We  take  die  report  of  die  Cbeaier  triiib 
II,  V'teTbMsofTtaeMaj,  udwefladdwtfcr 
unites  of  conspimcy/'aM  not  Lead  Afaia|ar% 
M'litcDcee  were  twetre  ani  el|fcla»  moMht 


for  selfiah  purposes,  worit  upon  (heir  _  , 
and  passions,  has  been  s(rikingly  proved  hy 
recent  events.  It  was  in  this  district  diat  tb 
late  outrages  began  ;  it  waiberethal,inlB«*, 
agitators  found  ready  Itsteeeia  to  tha  moat  «iU 
ladeu*  and  miscbievons  doctfhietj  and  if  it 
be  left  in  the  state  it  n«wis,em7  jaarwill 
produce  a  fieah  crop  of  ignorant  and  eiritaMf 
young  men  and  yotug  women, wnilar  to  Iboae 
who  constituted  a  large  roajortty  of  the  late 
ra«A>s.  Had  these  mtsgoiwd  persons  been 
better  attended  te  \fj  fteir  enpetsew  <aBd  by 
"mipenors"  I  do  not  mean  iMf  lanplnrsii 
mdy^but  um  the  tana  to  «  te  «id«  NM4* 


In  only  one  hstaaoa  did  hepemasa|ansa«f 
iinii^piprtntie^  and  that,  at  it  faaw^  mibtK 
liaatily,  M  tba  ^HMBd  that  the  prifOiW  Md 
Uicu  M»re  conVutafl  of  Uot^^wWafc  eonvi> 
tion,  as  it  appeared  afterwards,  w«i  rar  afatty 
tWtofa' ^ " 


After  gwng  throiiilh  Baton  AUanoo'i 
seiiteiwaanMrMr.  Janice  Crmairdri,  t)ie 
article  proceeda:— 

"  With  oae  ancepiien,  iMd  Ahingif*t  |A> 
niehmentt  rangadbom  ei|fhtaan  months  to 
ilirce  awntha  JBuriieiiment.  Mr.  Bannl  Al- 
ii eisoU^ 


at  |.lll<  II  III  IbM  «H.«I*  JW.WC. 
imM,  himnm,MWj0dm  to  tha 
liigh  mi  liililli  I  pJBl  itifejMlln 


Jill  Conduct  of  {COMMONS}  LordAbrnffer.  IllS 

Cresswell,  whom  lie  had  (lie  plcaiiurc  of  I  hurry.     lu  the  last  nimber  of  Ike 

knowing,  and  he  rejoiced  as  well,  he  was  |  hurcfh  Review  he  found  k 

sure,  as  nearly  all  llicisc  win.  heard  hin.,  j     ..\vt  haw  adduced  sufiiciait  . 

for  the  sake  of  ihe  nation,  ai  now  seeing  j  siiow   tJie  extreme  miiery  anda- 

thal  learned  judge  on  ih'j  judgnieut-seai.  |  people  wen  suffering.    It  was  n 

III  the  case  in  which  the  sentence  was  so  I  cumstances  that  alanu  was  taken  bjlhc 

severe,    and   which    was   passed    bv   thai  |  "Jp  classe.»i  at  the  resolutioD  of  wamt  ■■ 

learned  judge,  the  prisoner  was  prosecuted  J  ^"'""^  ^^^^  further  to  lower  wyi  alicedj  b. 

for  robberv  •*  together  with  otherR,"  and  '  ""'^--^^^^y  depressed.    Tht   ^ 
^,      ..•._,      ■  .  isooii  and  vcrv  extensively  feh ;  tl 

the  judge,  tinder  such  cirruinstai.ces,  was  I  .„^^,,^  ^^  ^-^^^  ^^  aheiatioi.;  the 

restrained    by   the   terms    of  the  statute  !  naiior.  spread ;   a  deiermiiied 


from  mitigating  the  period  of  trausporta-  I  shown  to  compel  the  cmploven  to  B«l—ii,  kf 


tiun  ;  but  that  sentence,  he  had  reason  to  ,  forcihty   stoppum  the  facionei ; 
believe,  was  under  tlie  consideration  of  iiic    hiage*.  of  niei»  wert  brought  tugellier  far 
Crown  with  the  concurrence  of  that  leanied  I  I»uTmc  :  proceedings  not  more  illevel 

judge.     He   regretted    on   this,    amoncijt  ;  J{»*?  T^  '^^"«^-  "^"^^'J^ 

■' .1  "^  J     Tu  .  .1  *        I     1  L."      '  "^^  distress  from  which  ther  oiki 

other  grounds  that  the  motion  had  been  ■  (.,^^^^^,  endeavoured,  with  'moi^ 

made.     He  did  not  bchevc  that  one  of  the  ,  ^^^^35^  ^^,  ^^^^  ^i^^  moranem  a  n 

men  that  had  been  tried  would  complain  ]  teudcncv  :   tht  laws  were  violated, 

of  their  trial,  and  he  beliovt'd  that  if  they  ;  were  taken  and  leit  in  possesiian  of 

were  consulted  that  tliev  would  all  ob)eci    S'i"«  mulmudcs,  and  the  whole  nci 

to  this  motion  on  tlit'  ground  that  il  would  .  >^'^^^-^  ^'  *'t  endangered.  This  state  oT  tknn 

interfere    with    mercv,    which    otht^rwisc  T"'  "°- *»TTv"- "".^^^'^.*°««^ 

.      ,  .  *     1    I   .      I  Tl       auihnriiies,  both  cm*  and  militwr,  ocied  ^^^ 

might  havcbee*  extended  to  ti.em.     He    cfTect.  hut  will,  w  temper  and  modi^ 
did  not  insinuate  or  snppost  that  tht  hon.  i  nl  praise      The  administTHtioB  of 
Mem  Iter  for  Finslmry  had  any  such  mc»-  !  Lnni  IVnman.  b\  Chief  Justice  *. 
live,  but  he  could  not  ticlfi  suspectmc  that  ;  tiitii:  iu>llcupie$  baron.*^  Parke  ud 
some  of  them  who  liad  pnimpied  him  to  !  plny«c  ui:  lut  highest  atiributes  of 
make  this  motion  had  enicrthined  a  hoiK  t  'J'^^acier-caimncss  temper,  finn 

of  influencing  the  forthcoming  trials.   But  j  '*^'^'>  ,   "^  Z^^*   mduUrcnee  for 

,  ^  .  .         .    ^  ,     ,      ■  nuiuml.  anc    therrlore  a  mst.  n««..i 

no  one  who  knew  the  character  of  the  !  sufiermc  Ti.c  p-oceedinJrs  of 'the 
learned  judge,  who  wa?  alioui  l£»  presidf  |  mmmisMoi.  we-c  a<  successful  ■•  " 
at  LuiicaKler,  couiJ  fo;  a  m^imrni  supp.isr  ;  hiiniUirahiL  u  tiu  venerable  judges 
that  such  accusHtious  would  dismtx  h:;:  >  lisvt  lukcr.  tiic  iiiier:y  of  naming, 
mind.  Me  belit-vrd  ttiat  so  far  frnni  ttic  !  ^^a-"  »'*'»^»'  compicteij  resiored.- 
ofuniotis  expressed  \^y  the  hon.  Mom't>e?  :  M*.  7.  JhiucomU  obeerved  that  Leri 
for  Tiiisbury  i»ein£  tn  unison  wiili  tht  gt-  :  -ihinrt'-'f  liume  was  not  mentictted.]  No; 
neral  sentiment  oi  ilit  couniry,  thry  werf  ;  no!  wrrc  the  names  of  Mr.  Baron 
perferil\  satisfied  with  the  proct»ediiigs  o:'  n,K  M:.  .^us:irf  Cresswell 
the  sperihl  rommiBsion.  He  had  seei.  >  Nnn  hix>Tt  sen:  tot)  the  caietat 
such  an  •.  xprissinn  of  opinion  pu:  f.»r::  anc  f:i:  whu:  rrasoiif  the  writer 
in  some  of  the  leading  puhlicati:rti>  of  :iic  ■  t>u:  ih(  facts  to  which  the 
dav.  Wiihjntht  liisi  few  duvs  a  pulilica-  =  c\->uid  have  refercnct  onlv  to 
tion  appeared,  which,  ahhour^i  ii  ]iut»  an:i  i:  was  cle.ar  that  he  had  m  bs 
ported  to  be  cnarterlv,  was  sent  m:o  t!ir  '  commission  m  that  county  at  well 
world  within  a  monu.  of  the  preriou*  nLiri-  in  Sinftordshirf ,  There  wat  oi  _ 
ber.  and  whose  i^ares  art  sonir:imj-s  .xhe-  :♦.■»: xi:  t:  which  he  woold  direct  tke 
adorned  h>  ihc  wT.iinrs  .•(  :tif  atues:  n>;:  ai'.r:  :!.•:.  of  :Ui  Hous;.  He  conkl  ■■- 
of  the  dav.  He  JiJ  :io:  knov  «*>e:!it'  jt:TsU.:i.^  i:i£  :his£  ini7irt.-s.«^ion  cooTeved  bf 
this  had  becL  ck>!ie  ::;  .*r:.t:  :.  :>i.ti::>:.  xia  vr'.tro'Lhi  K-rier  w  in^  was  read  bv 
that  articie  cm  La>:tr:.  Lrt-s.  w:.u:.  ¥\iij  ::ii  ii. : .  V:n  :»e:.  Tt.f  Lord  Chief 
io  cruelly  exposed  ias:  '  *p  '  '-'}  t  :»  :i. :  :,.-  j.ilm  vx>  orra^iona.iy  liabAe  to 
atid  learned  Friend  tht  Mt:ir:»e:  ).*:  2 ••;*?:-  .::.£  :r-  il :».•:.  ,•*'  marTiir,  c3iHied,pCTbBpl» 
ley,  or  for  any  oTr»-'r  purpn?.:.  Tr-f  ib.--'-  -v  art:;  «:L.ri— r^  surr.  as  hf 
live  character  of  mat  rr^irii  rr^z'.'.  pr--  ::  i;  :oi.:  unJt:.  Ani  j:  bad 
haj»s,  lie  attributed  i:  it!>  y'i:r.i.'..:t  rir  ..  i:.;:  -.-.a::,  had  beenpviL  :r  himeeif, 
Ttit  aniclt.  however,  fri-m  wMcb  he  wij.:  i-    :>e  wi.5  «-»'i^«^  icj   ;  micoied.    Be 

to  quote,  was  OTi  the  disirrss  0^  'H*  cot:.-  ,  i.j.-..  ,-^r 
try,  iUid  was  eridcaiiy  ncn  '^  a  I  xmi  w 
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kind,  and  he  wai  cure,  that  whether 
(tirecli;d  to  hi«  learned  Friend  the  Solicitor- 
geneial,  or  any  other  member  of  the  bar, 
for  they  might  be  equally  liable  to  it,  i[ 
was  known  and  acknowledged  that  lucL 
n  display  of  irritability  was  cot  meant  un- 
kindly. The  hon.  Member  for  Fiosbury 
had  been  miajed  by  his  correipotidentB, 
and  he  (Mr.  Wortley)  would  venture  to 
say  that,  notwithstanding  (he  circum- 
stances to  which  be  had  alluded,  that 
taking  all  circumstencci  into  arcount,  au 
judge  could  act  with  more  coniideratioii 
to  the  persons  who  practised  berore  him, 
or  with  more  perfect  impartiality  than  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  against  whom  this 
charge  was  brought.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Finsbury  had  complained  of  offensive 
terms  which  he  had  alleged  had  been  used 
at  the  trials  by  Lord  Abinger ;  now  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  who  was  present 
denied  that  any  such  cspreaaions 
been  alluded  to  had  been  uted  by  that 
Judge.  Still,  however,  be  admitted  ihi 
on  the  trial  of  some  of  the  rioters  strong 
terms  had  been  used  ;  but  this  was  not 
only  on  the  special  commission,  but  at 
the  assizes  held  at  York  before  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice,  ■imilar  and  equally  juit 
eipressioDS  were  used.  That  learned 
judge,  againit  whom  no  one,  be  wu  sure, 
would  bring  the  charge  of  hanfaiMts  at 
severity,  used  the  language  which  be 
would  quote  to  the  Houm,  not  in  tht 
chaise  to  the  grand  jury,  but  in  palling 
sentences  on  doting  the  assizes  :— 


"  You  have  all  been  convicted,  eidier  by  the 
venlict  of  a  jury,  or  by  your  own  coufMiioa, 
of  Tery  aerious  offencei  — in  the  Qnt  place,  of 
inlerfering  nitli  the  right!  of  individuals  and 
property  ;  and  in  the  lecood  place,  with  com^ 
mitting  acts  of  riot  connected  with  those 
transictioos.  Mostof  ynu  have  been  convicted 
of  both  ;  and  I  believe  only  one  who  standi 
before  me  has  been  coniicted  of  riot  only.  Il 
is  quite  plain,  that  you  have  lent  yourselves  in 
a  most  mean  and  abject  manner,  as  it  teems 
to  me  to  be  the  instruments  of  persons  who 
are  much  worse  tlian  yourselves,  who  have  pat 
you  forward  to  bear  the  brunt  of  thii  accuta- 
tion.  If  jou  had  a  proper  spirit,  and  feeliogg 
hke  Englishmen,  as  you  profess  to  be.  and 
boast  that  you  are,  you  would  have  retiated  the 
force  used  upon  you,  i>nd  told  tliote  who  in- 
cited you  to  work  this  mischief,  that  yon 
would  not  lend  youneWetio  their  pnrpoiei. 
The  law  lias  not  yet  got  potsesiion  of  any  of 
those  who  appear  to  have  originated  this 
transaction.  There  are  some,  even  at  a  div 
lance,  it  appears,  who  have  influence  enough 
ip  induce  you  to  prefer  subscribing  from  your 
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wages  for  the  purpose  of  leaitting  the  Uwt 
and  injuring  your  neigbbonrt,  to  keeping  those 
wages  in  your  own  pockets,  and  pnrtuing  Ibe 
course  of  honest  industry.  Il  it  necessair  that 
examples  should  bo  ma4e  in  all  the  diffi^rent 
clasaes  of  offenders.  Peraons  matt  be  taught 
that  Ibe  law  it  not  to  be  violated  witb  impu- 
nity ;  they  most  be  laught  that  no  mob  oan 
be  kept  together,  performing  any  acts  of  vio- 
lence, without  committing  deeper  crimes  than 
were  at  first  intended ;  and  that  no  control 
can  be  kept  over  them,  save  that  whtcli  can 
be  exercised  by  the  soldiery,  and  by  the  terror 
of  proceedings  like  these.  It  is  hi^ly  necea- 
sary  that  you  should  be  infbnaed  tut  tnm 
the  moment  the  mob  were  acting  together, 
to  the  annoyance  of  the  special  conrtables,  and 
<rf  the  soldiery,  and  to  Ihrnt  dittnibance  in 
the  perfortnance  of  their  necessary  ^uty,  if,  in 
conseqaence  of  the  attack,  death  had  euned, 
every  one  of  the  peraoni  acting  on  that  occa- 
sion, would  have  been  liable  to  be  tried  and 
Bxecnted  for  the  crime  of  murder.  There  it 
not  the  least  doubt  that  that  it  the  law  of  the 
land,  atkd,  if  il  were  not  so,  every  person 
would  have  said,  as  many  of  you  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  saying,  within  tlie  last  few  days, 
'  I  took  DO  part  in  it— I  threw  no  ttonee— J 
was  seen  with  no  iiici — I  did  no  injury  to  anj 
one;'  and  possibly  this  might  be  tme;  but 
if  you  were  with  parties  of  imt  kind,  impiring 
the  terror  that  neeattarily  enne*  from  the 
eongregaticMi  of  large  miuiitudet  of  violent 
penoni  like  you,  every  one  of  yon  is  concnr- 
ring  in  the  acta  done  in  the  eoniH  of  ttie  pro- 
ceediD^  and  liable  to  taOu  the  eKtreiM 
penalty  of  the  lawj  if  the  crime  I  have  aUoded  • 
to  had  been  committed  during  the  imnianiinB. 
It  appears  that  in  iome  initanaei,  parties  bne 
endeavoured  to  exloit  Koutj,  wA,  if  dm 
had  succeeded,  through  the  tafm  of  the  mM, 
in  obtaining  from  thsM  partiaa,  woold  hare 
made  them  gnilty  of  highway  rMmj,  Tht 
crime  of  robbery  is  conmittad  when  aen  et- 
(ort  money  tbrougb  the  foar  of  yfalenBe,  and 
what  violwcecan  be  n ' — ' — ''"    "'"" 


of  a  lam  body  of  men,amed  witt  i 
stones,  banding  thamsalvea  togaUiir 


lach  to  all  who  an  piesent,  and  ddlaf  aad 
abetlbig  by  dieir  prteenne,  Mia  KKe  dMN. 
Tbejary,  iaM*erBleMei,hm  t '* 


I  — f^i-g  em 
liej  have  lelt  t 


cases.    They  have  E 

you,  who  have  been  eo  nuek  mided,  and  have 
fell  themselves  justified  in  recenmendiufyoa 
tomerqr— arecommendaUoDwiudtlhoCMit 


avenf 
i  and  it 


levwTaenteiMem 

mtaUelv  aee  tamamg^t 


yon,  who  eieMwdlimlifiadlaaeqiiltjnw- 
selvcs  well  in  the  wcntd,  la  lat  foed  egamplei 
to  your  obildian,  to  pal  yew  kaiHae  in  good 
cirenBttances,  a«d  to  bi  j^mihm  mpfcMd 
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by  your  neighbours,  who  now^  in  consequence 
of  acts  like  these,  must  be  imprisoned  where 
the  felon  is  imprisoned — where  the  criminal 
expiates  his  crime,  and  where  some  of  you 
boast  that  neither  yourselves  nor  any  member 
of  your  families  have  ever  appeared  before. 

**  Jonathan  Frost,  William  Uolroyd,  George 
Gill  Whitwell,  Samuel  Tillotson,  Samuel 
Holroyd,  Thomas  Lightfoot*  Matthew  Castle, 
and  Richard  Boardley,  was  next  called  up. 
The  learned  Judge  said,  they  each  of  them 
stood  convicted  of  taking  part  in  those  riots, 
and  they  were  all  of  them  persons  who  had 
used  consideiable  violence.  The  offence  was 
one  of  a  shameful  and  cruel  description,  be- 
cause it  deprived  a  man  of  his  bread,  while 
on  the  other  hand  no  one  was  a  gainer.  It 
was  a  system  of  the  most  mischievous  and  in- 
jurious description  that  could  well  be  devised, 
but  when  it  was  connected  with  personal  vio- 
lence, it  became  an  offence  of  a  very  serious 
character.  Many  of  them  had  had  good  cha* 
racters  given  them,  and  he  was  sorry  to  see 
persons,  such  as  they  appeared  to  be,  in  the 
situation  in  which  they  then  stood.  The  sen- 
tence of  the  Court  was,  that  each  of  them  be 
imprisoned  and  kept  to  hard  labour  for  six 
calendar  months.  Uroadley  offered  to  enter 
into  his  own  recognizances,  and  to  find  one 
surety  of  20/.  to  keep  the  peace  for  twelve 
months,  and  his  sentence  was  commuted  in 
consequence  to  four  months  imprisonment." 

The  learned  judge,  in  this  summing  up, 
alluded  to  leaders,  and  pointed  out  the 
same  class  of  persons  as  Lord  Abinger, 
and  no  reflections  could  be  directed  against 
Lord  Denman  for  having  used  language 
thus  severe  but  just.  He  had  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty,  on  a  motion  like  the  presenti  to 
address  the  House,  as  he  thought  that 
be  could  give  some  information  having 
been  present  during  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  special  commission. 
He  believed  that  there  was  no  part 
of  its  duties  in  which  the  House  of 
Commons  ought  to  be  more  cautious, 
than  in  the  exercise  of  its  undoubted  pri- 
vilege of  holding  the  judges  responsible 
for  their  conduct.  The  act  of  settlement 
of  William  1st  made  them  independent  of 
the  Crown,  and  one  of  the  tirst  acts  of 
George  drd  made  them  independent  of 
the  life  of  the  Sovereign.  But  it  would 
be  to  little  purpose  that  they  had  been 
made  independent  of  the  control  or 
blandishments  of  the  court,  if  they  were 
lightly  to  be  made  subject  to  a  new  and 
more  capricious  authority.  It  had  been 
well  said,  that  **  crowds  have  their  courtiers 
as  well  as  Kings  ;*'  and  if  the  power  of  the 
more  popular  assembly  were  wantonly  oxer- 
rised,  and  the  independence  of  the  bench 
too  lightly  assailed,  although  its  integrity 


and  honour  would  remain  untonehrfy  il 
efficiency  would  be  essenlklly  n| 

I      Mr.    fVaUaee  could    not  hdi 


nap  w^mm 
hndjaMMi 


that  the  hon.  Member  who 
down  had  made  rather  a  singular 
the  indulgence  which  the  Hon 
the  habit  of  extending  to  new  Mom! 
he  said   this  as  an  old  Member  of  Ae 
House,  although  he  had  only  had  a  aeat 
in  it  for  the  last  ten  or  elefon  jemn,    Il 
appeared  to  him  that  the  hon.  Meaber 
had  totally  forgotten  that  they  had  die. 
cussed  the  distresses  of  the  coantry  for 
five  consecutive  nights  last  week,  and  that 
be  (Mr.  Wallace)  had  also  a  motion  on 
the  distress  of  the  country  yet  lo 
on ;  for  the  hon.  Member  had  gone 
great  part  of  the  groond  of  the 
which  had  been  and  were  to  be  node  oa 
this  subject.     With  regard  to  the  chaigei 
made  by    Lord   Abinger    whilst  oa  the 
special  commission,  he   had  eeen   it  hk 
duty  to  purchase  the  book  of 
and  learned  Lord,  and  not  to  tniat 
ports  of  newspapers  at  all,  hut  to  trmt  lo 
the  learned  I/>rd'8  own  shilling'a  woslh. 
[Cries  of  ««  Oh  !"  "  Pooh."]  "  Oh,"  and 
Pooh  !**    They  were  very  good  wotds  lo 
come  together.  He  had  read  thw  f«p^lirt 
with  the  very  greatest  care,  and  tha  eoa* 
elusion  which  he  had  arrived  atwaaiha 
same  which  he  had  arrived  at  oa  raadiaf 
the  London  and  provincial  papen.     Widi 
regard  to  a  special  commissioD.  ha  (Mr. 
Wallace)  considered  it  a  very  awfiil 
in  the  country.    The  jndge  aeat 
was  bound  to  purge  his  mind  from 
feeling  not  that  of  duty,  otherwiae  be  did 
not  properly  fulfil  the  office  of  a  jadge. 
[**  Hear,  hear !"]   He  said  so  too.    Then 
was  a  wide  distinction  in  the  jndgaa  oa 
the  Bench  of  England,  which  he  hoped 
never  to  have  seen.     It  reminded  bia^ 
with  sorrow,  of  the  scenes  he  had  wil* 
nessed  in  his  own  country,  and  which  bad 
degraded  the  Bench  in  former  timea.     He 
could  not  forget  in  his  younger  daya,  ia 
1793  and  1794,  how  the  jadgea  ia  hia 
country  had  condemned  to  condign  pa- 
nishment  and  even  to  death  men  who  were 
never  tried,  eicept  by  packed  jariea  aad 
prejudiced  men.    They  were  condemaed 
before  ever  they  entered  the  court.     That 
was  strong  language,  and  be  was  prepaitd 
to  prove  it.     The  hon.  Gentleman  who  leal 
sat  down  had  i|uote<l  from  the  £xaauarr« 
lie  did   not  lelieve  that   the  Exmmumar 
wnuld  descenti  to  notic«*  such  condact  aa 
that  of  lA)rd  Abinger.     He  did  not  belM 


1117 


Cmduelof 


{FtB.S1} 


IdHfd  MiMgw* 


lilt 


it  would.  He  did  not  know  before  that 
the  editor  was  a  lawyer ;  but  let  him  cut 
his  pen  well  for  next  Saturdav.  It  ap- 
peared to  him,  on  reading  this  oook,  that 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  was  well 
crammed  as  to  the  manner  in  which  be 
was  to  deal  with  the  Chartists,  of  whom 
he  was  not  one.  He  told  the  grand  jury 
at  Lancaster  he  was  going  to  give  them  a 
little  bit  relating  to  the  Chartists  and  the 
Charter,  in  case  anything  of  the  kind 
should  come  amongst  them  at  any  future 
lime.  If  any  judge  were  to  say  so  to  a 
Scottish  jury,  the  foreman  would  be  a 
very  mean-minded  man  not  to  pull  him  up 
for  addressing  them  in  such  a  %vay.  He 
(Mr.  Wallace)  should  like  to  see  the  judge 
who  would  say  so  to  ban  as  a  juryman,  be 
would  pull  him  up;  and  it  was  not  the 
first  time  that  he  had  pulled  a  judge  up. 
The  foreman  of  a  jury  at  Liverpool  had 
told  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  not  long 
ago,  that  they  wanted  no  more  of  his  in- 
formation, that  they  knew  their  duty. 
That  noble  and  learned  Lord  seemed  to 
him  to  have  proceeded  on  his  mission  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  there  were 
two  descriptions  of  persons  only  in  £ng-> 
land  who  were  entitled  to  the  protectioo 
of  the  law,  and  these  were  the  holders  of 
property  and  the  aristocracy ;  for  be  told 
them  distinctly,  in  so  many  words,  that  if 
the  masses  of  the  people  who  had  no  pro- 
perty were  ever  to  be  considered  as  worthy 
to  be  admitted  to  choose  their  own  repre- 
sentatives to  that  House,  nothing  but  re- 
volution would  be  the  consequence.  Now, 
he  asked  that  House,  had  these  people  no 
property  ? — had  they  not  their  ten  6n* 
gers  ?  ["  Yes,  and  their  ten  toes  too.^ 
What  was  the  value  of  their  estates  with- 
out these  people  and  their  6ngers?  And 
where  would  be  their  trenching  and 
ploughing  ?  ["Ob,  oh  1"  and  "  Oh  H  Yes. 
He  was  speaking  of  the  property  of  the 
working  classes ;  they  were  the  loffering 
part  of  the  people ;  they  were  those  who 
bad  been  refused  any  inquiry  into  their 
petitions ;  they  were  those  who  had  been 
oppressed  and  grievously  oppressed,  by 
the  learned  judge;  and  they  were  those 
who  must  now  suffer  for  months  to  come 
without  knowing  whether  there  was  to  be 
any  amelioration  of  their  condition  in 
commercial  or  financial  aflTairs,  accofdiog 
to  the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  BarontI 
on  the  Treasury  Bench.  He  had  hoped 
he  never  should  live  to  see  the  day  when 
similar  conduct  to  that  of  the  »DOttisk 


judges,  to  which  he  had  alluded,  woald  be 
known  in  England.  He  would  just  read 
the  charge  of  one  of  the  Scottish  judges 
made  at  the  time  to  which  he  was  alluding. 
The  different  charges  of  Lord  Abinger  at 
Lancaster  and  in  other  places,  in  turning 
out  of  his  way  to  make  the  statements  he 
had,  had  made  so  strong  an  impression  on 
his  (Mr.  Wallace's)  mind,  that  he  (Lord 
Abinger)  had  done  what  he  ought  not  to 
have  done,  or  that  he  was  through  prema- 
ture old  age,  or  some  other  cause,  unfitted 
for  his  position,  that  he  (Mr.  Wallace) 
would  be  most  happy  to  see  that  judge 
retire  in  the  same  condition  that  he  (Mr. 
Wallace)  had  proposed  that  the  Scotch 
judges  should  retire— with  his  full  and 
entire  salary,  and  all  other  allowanees.  If 
it  were  true  that  Lord  Chief  Jostiee  Tindal 
had  pursued  a  course  entirely  different  to 
the  noble  and  learned  Baron,  with  the 
complete  approbatioo  of  the  whole  press 
of  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotlano,  he 
would  ask  again,  how  was  it  posaible  that 
Lord  Abinger  could  not  be  wrong?  He 
would  read  to  the  House  the  sommtng  vp 
of  Lord  Justice  Clerk  on  one  of  the  &oU 
tish  trials  to  which  he  had  allnded : — 

*'  The  question  for  consideration  is,  is  the 
panel  guilty  of  sedition,  or  is  he  not?  Before 
this  question  be  answered,  two  things  require 
notinif ;  the  first  is  diis,  that  the  British  eon- 
stitntion  is  the  best  that  ever  was  since  the 
creation  of  the  world."  *'  That  is  the  fliat 
thing;'*  (and  the  learned  iodge  then  edvaneed 
this  rather  strong  assertion>— ^  and  the  se- 
cond is,  that  it  IS  not  possible  to  make  it  bet- 
ter;  for  is  not  every  man  secors^  is  not  eveiy 
man  reaping  the  fraits  of  his  own  indostiy, 
and  sitthig  wMtg  under  the  shade  of  his  own 
fig^reer 

The  charge  of  the  Lofd  Chief  Beioo,  at 
the  special  commissioD,  was  eqoally  as 
violent  as  the  ehar|e  of  the  Lord  Justice 
Clerk  agamst  the  Chartists  of  that  day. 
The  same  charge  proceeded  as  foUoara  :-— 

"As  Mr.  MnirhMbiOMht  many  witnesses 
to  prove  his  general  good  bebaviowv  and  his 
mfommendins  pMHWwble  mesiuras  and  peli" 
tions  to  Pamament,  it  is  yonr  bnsuiess  lo 
judge  how  to  tliissbooldepmie  inhis&voar 
in  opposition  to  the  evidenee  on  the  other  side. 
Mr.  llnir  might  have  known  that  no  attsntiott 
eoold  be  paid  to  soch  a  iisbhle.  What  figlit 
had  they  to  represeatatiott?  He  ooold  \mn 
told  them  that  Pariiaaent  would  nevw  Urten 
to  their  petition.  How  eodd  they  iMak  of  it: 
a  government  in  every  eoaatijr  slieold  be  fast 
like  a  corporation,  and  in  tms  eoentty  n  is 
ssade  up  of  the  tamded  infamy  whish  a)0M 
has  a  right  to  be  lapisasiiai  ;  as  fcr  the  itlh» 
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ble,  who  have  nothing  but  personal  jproperty , 
what  hold  has  tlie  nation  of  thera  ?  What  secu- 
rity for  the  payment  of  their  taxes  ?  They  may 
pack  up  all  their  properly  on  their  backs,  and 
leave  tne  country  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye, 
but  landed  property  cannot  be  removed.'' 

How  were  the  petitions  of  the  people 
treated  by  that  House  at  present  ?  They 
were  not  allowed  to  be  heard,  but  their  pe- 
titions were  jammed  intp  a  bag  under  the 
table.    The  Attorney-general  had  said  it 
was  remarkable  that  none  of  the  prisoners 
sentenced  by  Lord  Abinger  had  petitioned 
for  redress  or  for  amelioration  of  their  sen- 
tences.    Would  any  man  tell  him  that  a 
prisoner   with   the  treadmill  beside   him 
would  put  his  hand  to  such  a  petition  ? 
No  man  durst  do  it.     It  would  be  heard 
of  in  that  House,  the  names  would  be 
sought  out  by  a  committee,  and  the  pri- 
soners would  be  punished.     Why,  it  even 
appeared  that  at  Knutsford  the  other  day, 
on  a  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  visit- 
ing the  prison,    a   number   of  prisoners 
were  set  to  work  on  the  treadmill  for  their 
amusement.     He  had  attended  a  meeting 
of  100,000  persons  not  long  ago  to  ex- 
press their  feelings  on  the  state  of  the 
country,  and  he  wished  to  God  there  was 
another  to-morrow,  and  that  the  hon.  aud 
learned   Member   (the  Attorney-general) 
might  be  present  to  hear  what  he  had  to 
say.    The  people  at  that  meeting  had 
come  to  a  resolution  that  the  noble  Lord 
must  totally  have  forgotten  what  sort  of 
meetings  they  were  during  the  time  that 
the  Reform  Bill  was  in  agitation.    The 
right  hon.  the  Home  Secretary  would  re- 
member that  there  were  plenty  of  such 
meetings.      He    remembered    one    large 
meeting,  too,  which   he  and  the  Home 
Secretary  attended  together :  and  one  of 
the    occurrences    which    had    happened 
was  this  —  there  was  a  little   bit  of  a 
row    in   the    Court-house.     There   was. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  took  no 
part  in  it  for  or  against.    It  was  all  against 
the  Tories;    therefore   neither   the  right 
hon.  Gentleman    nor  he  (Mr.   Wallace) 
took  any  part  in  it.     They  then,  tlie  free- 
holders for  the  county,  agreed  who  should 
be  the  Member.    No  one  know  bettor  than 
the  right  hon.  Member  opposite  how  they 
had  settled  it  and  who  was  lobe  Member. 
They  settled  it  over  the  claret  and  cham- 
pagne.    He  never  was  elected   in  those 
days,  but  he  did  all  he  could   to  shove 
others  in.     In  the  course  of  the  evening 
there    was   a  considerable  bit  of    a    row 


got  up,  and  they  went  to  Che 
of  the  dining-room  to  see  whit  this 
and   it  was    the  sheriff  of  the  ooaaty, 
who  was  the  greatest  man  they  bed  there, 
without   cap,  upon  the  hone  of  e  pri- 
vate dragoon  and  ten  or  twehe  toMien 
galloping  after  him,  coming^  lose 
was  the  row  ;"  and  no  one  laughed 
than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opponle  to 
see  the  fi<;ure  he  cut.  This  wet  at  Lesaik. 
What  did  the  Lord  Jaslice  Clerk  next 
say?     ''What  right  has  he    to    lepie- 
sentation  V    They  might  depend  upon  it 
he  was  going  to  read  it.   **  The  landed  in- 
terest alone  has  a  right  to  be  represenled.* 
Very  well.     He  went  on— [*'Oh,  ohr] 
He  conceived  that  this  question  was  one 
of  very  great  importance  to  the  peopb 
of  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland.     It 
was  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  thea 
whether  they  should  respect  theirtribnnab 
and  their  judges.     He  would   tell  the 
House  that  since  Lord  Abingec^a  appear- 
ance on  that  commission  special  commis- 
sions were  held  in  detestation  and  con- 
tempt.   But,  so  far  at  the  other  jndfaa 
were   concerned,  they  bad    a    beautilal 
contrast  with  the  noble  Lord.   He  had  en- 
deavoured to  show  to  some  Scotch  friends 
that  the  conduct  of  Lord  Abinger  was  the 
exception  and  not  the  rule.    Every  sort 
of  care  was  taken  in  the  English  conrts  in 
the  trial  of  a  cause;  whereas  in  the  Scotch 
courts  they  had   nobody  to  defend  pri- 
soners  except    mere    lads    and  youths. 
Nothing  showed  greater  abuse  than  the 
Scotch  criminal  courts ;  the  prisoners  weie 
all  ready  "  cut  and  dried  "  for  condemna- 
tion.    There  were  not  more  than  two  or 
three  lawyers  in  a  court,  and  theie  were 
mere  '*  spoons."    Not  one  man  made  his 
fob  heavier  or  his  pocket  richer.      He 
hoped  that  if  witnesses  could  not  be  es- 
aminod  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  at  leaat 
steps  would  be  taken  to  inquire  into  the 
grievances  complained   of  by  the   peti- 
tioners and  to  redress  them,  and  that  no 
shntHing  excuses  would  be  made  to  |ire- 
vent  justice  being  done. 

Mr.  Scarlett  and  Sir  J.  Graham  roae 
t()<;other,  but  the  former  being  called  for, 
proceeded  to  address  the  House  to  the  fol- 
lowin;;  eiU*ct : — It  would  ill  beoorae  me  to 
oticr  many  observations  to  the  House  on 
till*  present  occ:isi()n ;  but  I  own  I  should 
be  mortified  if  1  were  not  allowed  to  over- 
come my  usual  imiisiMwition  to  addrem  the 
ll(nisi\  and  to  take  rank,  however  humhk^ 
anion'^t  the  defenders  of  a  person  m>  nearly 
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related  to  me,  and  who  has  for  so  many 
years  occupied  all  my  veneration  and  affec- 
tion. That  he  should  have  found  d^ 
fenders,  so  zealous,  so  able,  and  so  at- 
tached, is  a  circumstance  which  excites  all 
my  gratitude  and  admiration.  Sure  I  am 
that  the  publication  of  these  proceedings 
and  not  of  these  only»  but  of  every  act  of 
his  life,  public  and  private,  could  have  no 
other  effect  than  to  redound  to  his  honour. 
Though  I  must  in  such  case,  be  a  partial 
judge,  yet  I  will  venture  to  say*  that  if 
any  man  could  adopt  the  sentiment  of  the 
noble  Roman,  who  proposed  to  construct 
his  house  in  such  a  manner  as  to  permit 
every  citizen  to  survey  all  his  actions,  he 
Lord  Abinger  might  be  that  man.  The  sum 
of  Lord  Abinger*s  offence  is,  that  he  happens 
to  differ  from  a  body  of  persons  called 
Chartists,  and  their  supporters  in  this 
House.  He  believes  their  doctrines  directed 
to  the  subversion  of  the  monarchy  and 
Constitution  of  this  country,  and,  being 
placed  in  a  situation  where  he  conceived  it 
proper  to  speak  of  those  doctrines,  he  did 
so.  He  thought  it  his  duty  as  a  judge  to 
do  so ;  had  he  done  less,  he  would  have 
failed  in  his  duty  to  his  Sovereign  and  to 
the  public,  with  whose  interests  he  was 
charged.  In  these  charges  he  does  not 
condemn  as  criminal,  the  holding  any  par- 
ticular opinion ;  but  he  points  out  to  those 
persons  that  their  offence  consisted  in  using 
force  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  their  prin- 
ciples. Perhaps  it  would  little  become  me 
to  find  fault  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  has  introduced  his 
motion;  I  am  not  a  fair  judge  upon  that 
subject,  and  therefore  I  shall  leave  it  to  the 
feelings  of  the  House — to  say  whether  or 
not  Lord  Abinger  has  been  justly  and 
fairly  treated  upon  this  occasion.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  not  been  sparing  of 
insinuations  against  him ;  and  he  has  par- 
ticularly alluded  to  the  personal  manner 
in  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  exercised 
his  duties.  From  all  I  know,  from  all 
his  friends  know  of  him,  though  not  pre- 
sent myself  at  these  trials,  I  will  venture 
to  give  a  distinct  denial  to  such  aocusations. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  must  have  been  de- 
ceived by  those  who  have  pretended  to  in- 
form him.  With  his  talents,  and  the 
figure  he  makes  in  this  House,  1  greatly 
regret  that  he  did  not  consider  that  the 
streams  of  his  information  might  poasifaly 
pollute  the  channel  through  which  they 
flowed.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has  endea* 
voured  to  awaken  prejudices  aeainst  Lord 
Abinger,  in  terms  to  which  I  will  not 
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allude,  and  has  lemuided  the  House  that 
he  once  acted  with  the  Whig  party.  But 
to  whatever  set  of  public  men  at  any  pe- 
riod of  his  life  Lord  Ahbger  may  have 
given  his  confidence  it  will  be  remembered 
that  he  was  always  a  strenuous  defender 
of  the  Constitution  established  in  this  land, 
of  government  by  King,  Lords^  and  Com- 
mons, with  whicK  he  uiinks  the  Chartist 
doctrines  are  inconsistent.*  It  is  a  singular 
circumstance  in  the  life  of  Lord  Abinger^ 
that  in  the  preferment  of  public  duties,  he 
has  always  found  himself  involved  in  a 
struggle  with  the  Clodii  and  the  Catalini 
of  the  day— far  be  it  from  me  to  in- 
sinuate that  the  name  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  has  placed  Lord  AUnger 
in  the  same  category  with  wicked  and 
unjust  judges  should' be  classed  with  the 
names  of  Uiose  persons— I  need  not  al- 
lude to  times  wmdi  are  now  no  moze»  -~ 
Lord  Abinger  in  all  periods  of  his  lift 
has  shown  himself  earnest  in  Ae  de* 
fence  of  the  Constitution,  and  r^jaidhas 
of  the  odium  and  obloquy  cast  upon  him 
by  those  who  did  not  mnpathise  with  him 
in  that  feeling.  But  I  have  said;  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  deceived  l^  his  in- 
formers. Will  the  House  permit  me  to 
state  some  of  the  sources  mm  which  Ids 
information  is  derived  ?  I  apprehend  tbat 
his  information  came  prindpiuly  firam  those 
penooa  who  have  pesented  petitions,  and 
It  is  a  remarimhleciicomstanoe^  and  wordij. 
of  any  man's  inquiry,  how  it  should  happen 
that  almost  1,(XX)  persons  in  vaiioos  parts  of* 
the  kingdom  have  sent  op  petitions  ooin- 
plaming  of  Lord  Ahinger*s  conduet. .  I  do  * 
not  deny  that  his  conduct  may  be  a  saljleet 
for  public  observation.  Bat  1  have  here  a  • 
list  of  the  names  of  the  places  whoe  these 
iwtitiona  were  sloped.  I  find  that  mit  of 
six  or  seven  petitums,  five  or  six  are  iden*  • 
tical  in  thor  temui^  and  aie  in  fiMt  predsdj 
the  same  petition  as  that  presented  Jnat. 
now,  and  commented  nponbj  mj  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  (die  Attovney-mieral)., 
Those  horn  Liverpool,  tiotb,  HTnl^  1^^- 
ton,  and  Newport,  aie  identicaL  what . 
that  indicates  I  leave  the  Hoose  to  jodflBb 
The  petition  fioni'  Newport  is  signed  py 
190  persons.  I  think  I  may  ventwe  to* 
aay,  that  amonnt  thoee  names  then  b 
hmdly  one  whum  may  not  he  pionbunced 
to  have  been  written  liy  a  coounan  woA- ' 
man.  There  alio  is  a  petition  firom  Haij- 
lebone  and  one  fiom  mne  ollMr  phee^ 
both  of  them  eoonie  Loid  Ahingar  widi 
the  magistnitea  of  Stafbidsluieb  nd  aL» 
lege  incredible  things ;  hot  dbqraie  signed- 
SO 
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hy  only  one  person  in  behalf  of  the  meet- 
ings at  which  they  were  agreed  to,  I  leave 
you^  to  consider  how  much  weight  they 
possess.  The  hon.  Gentleman  was  pleased 
to  refer  to  the  speeches  which  were  deli- 
vered at  some  of  those  meetinss.  I  have 
the  short-hand  writer's  notes  of  the  Liver- 
pool meeting,  where  the  petition  adopted 
was  of  the  same  nature  as  the  others 
which  have  been  described.  Perhaps  the 
House  will  allow  me  to  read  some  of  the 
language  and  assertions  uttered  at  that 
meeting,  and  which  resemble  those  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  used  this  night.  The  gen- 
tleman who  moved  the  first  resolution  at 
the  meeting  told  the  audience  that  he  was 
present  at  the  trial,  and  that 

"  His  Lordship  directed  the  juries  to  bring 
men  in  guilty  whether  or  not,  telling  them  that 
it  was  absoUitelj  their  duty  to  decide  against 
prisoners  when  there  was  a  preponderating 
amount  of  evidence  in  their  favour." 

'*  His  Lordship  also  told  them  that  it  was 
the  purpose  of  the  prisoners  to  plunder  society, 
and  to  rob  the  very  jury  themselves  ;** 

And  that 

'*  Others  had  been  convicted  for  looking  on  ; 
and  some  of  them  for  playing  in  the  market- 
places were  sentenced  to  six  or  seven  months 
imprisonment  by  the  cruel  Judge  Abinger." 

After  this,  another  speaker  told  the 
meeting  that  it  was  an 

*'  Unparalleled  case  of  tyranny,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  adopt  the  petition  in  order  to 
operate  on  the  miodi  of  other  judges  during 
the  forthcoming  assizes." 

Another  speaker  excites  his  audience  by 
remarking  to  them  that 

"  Tlie  fate  of  every  patriot  would  be  such 
as  had  befallen  the  unfortunate  Emmett  in  the 
sister  country,  who  was  mocked  in  the  hour  of 
death,  and  brutally  murdered  in  cold  blood  by 
judicial  villainy  and  rascality.*' 

This  sentiment  uttered  at  Liverpool  was 
loudly  cheered.    The  speaker  then  asked, 

'*  Would  they  sit  still  and  see  every  patriot 
victimized  by  a  roan  whose  mind  was  as  blind 
as  his  eye."  (Cries  of  *  Oh  ?  oh  V  and  other 
expressions  of  disgust.)  ''Tlic  petition  was 
essentially  necessary,"  (continued  the  same 
speaker,)  '*  and  any  one  refusing  to  petition 
wasi  a  mere  half-hearted  man,  who  had  no  re- 
gard for  pure,  unsullied  democracy.*' 

''The  petition  was  adopted,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  he  signed  by  the  chairman  in  behalf 
of  the  meeting,  and  fmwurdcd  to  Mr.  T.  Dim- 
comho,  M.l*.,  for  presGntalion  to  the  Housl* 
«)f  Common^.  A  oolloclioii  having  b«?pn  made 
Mr.  Duvis,  of  liiiwick,  dolivoird  his  Iccinro 
on  ihc  priiiriplrs  of  C-hurtiim,  nftei  whu  h  the 
meeting  sepiiratod.*' 


Such  were  the  pentNu  who  had  _ 
against  Lord  Atainger,  and  aodi  tbe 
from  whom  the  hon.  Gentlemu  ' 
his  information*  There  if  one 
upon  which  I  will  jost  tnnrti  dip 
press.  I  must  he  allowed  to  mj  tbtt 
times  the  daily  press  makes  me  ~ 
age  of  which  the  Roman  hiittnaa  njs  k 
became  so  corrupt  that-^**  Nmme 
neqne  ranedia  pait  poisumut/*  SiTy  I 
the  House  for  the  kindnesB  with  wl 
has  heard  me  upon  this  ooeaaon,  ud  at 
down,  in  the  confidence  that  it  wiD  not 
allow  a  public  servant  who  haa  wdl  ud 
faithfully  discharged  his  doty  to  be  inti 
dated  for  the  future,  or  opprciwd  at 
sent  by  the  unjust  aocusitiona  wUdi 
been  brought  against  him. 

Lord  John  Russell  said,  Ibat  the 
Gentleman  had  ably  foKlIed  an 
priate  duty,  in  defending  the 
learned  Judge  whose  conduct  had 
brought  into  question.  Tbe  part  which 
he  (Lord  John  Russell)  had  to  petfaiM 
was  not  so  agreeable ;  but  he  feh  it  neeaa- 
sary  to  address  the  House  more  in  kSbt* 
cnce  to  the  tone  of  unqualified  panegyric 
which  had  been  adopted  by  the  Attocnej* 
General,  and  by  the  two  hon.  and  IranMMl 
Gentlemen  who  followed  him.  He  woeid 
say  at  once,  that  he  bad  no  doobt  aa  la 
the  vote  which  he  should  give  on  thii 
occasion.  Without  entering  into  the  pcht, 
as  to  the  period  at  which  the  independeeea 
of  the  judges  might  be  dated^^an  hea. 
Gentleman  had  t  Jked  of  the  lU  GeOf|a 
3rd.,  he  considered  it  to  have  been  a 
maxim  of  the  constitution  as  far  bach  aa 
the  Revolution — but  however  tbia  m^ht 
be,  he  regarded  the  independence  of  the 
judges  to  be  so  sacred,  that  nothing  b«t 
the  roost  imperious  necessity  shonld  indnee 
(he  House  to  adopt  a  course  which  Aight« 
by  any  means,  imply  that  the  judgea  weva 
to  depend  for  the  future,  not  on  the  aanc» 
tion  of  an  act  of  Parliament,  not  on  thai 
tenure  which  had  protected  them  ao  hN^ 
as  they  were  not  guilty  of  any  crime,  hot 
on  the  particular  views  of  a  paitmlar 
portion  of  their  fellow-countrymen.  He 
did  not  feel  that  the  objection  to  gifing  a 
vote  in  favour  of  the  hon.  Gentleoan  waa 
at  all  diminished  by  his  proposition  that 
the  vote  should  be  only  one  of  inqniry— 
that  evidence  should  be  taken  at  to  the 
lan^ua^u  used  by  Lord  Abinger  dnring 
(ho  special  rommission.  The  qiiniien 
was,  whetlirr,  if  they  agreed  with  the 
(ttii(leiiian*s  pro|M>siiion,  justice  woyM 
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be  weakened  by  that  coune.    Would  any 
one  regard  the  inqairy,  as  the  hon.  Membar 
suggested  it,  as  a  mode  of  dearhig  Lord 
Abinger  from  certain  imputations  whidi 
had  been  |broQght  against  him  ?    Would 
not  the  result  be,  that  tbev  would  find  the 
supporters  of  the  law  would  be  discouraged, 
the    violators    of   the  law   encouraged  f 
Could  it,  indeed,  be  made  out,  that  Lord 
Abinger  had  wilfully  perverted  his  high 
station  into  a  means  of  oppressing  those 
who  were  brought  before  him  to  be  tried  ; 
or  could  it  be  shown  that,  by  a  total  igno- 
rance of  the  law,  he  had  misled  the  grand 
juries  and  petty  juries,  and  thereby  caused 
any  damage  to  the  subject  ?     He  should 
then  confess  that,  however  dangerous  it 
might  be  to  enter  upon  such  an  inquiry, 
a  case  of  necessity  had  been  made  out, 
and    that    it    was    essential    to    clear 
the  bench  from  the  imputation  of  such 
wrong  or  such  imperfection  ;  but,  knowing 
as  he  did  the  character  which  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  had  borne,  he   oould 
give  no  credit  to  such  imputatk)ns.     He 
conld   not  believe  that  a  man  of   Lord 
Abinger*s  reputation  and  dispositbn  would 
wilfully  endeavour  to  oppress  any  of  her 
Majesty's  subjects,  or  to  pervert  the  law, 
so  as  to  imprison  any  of  those  subjects 
contrary  to  the  true  course  of  justice,    Aa 
to  capacity,  the  acknowledged  learning  of 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  bit  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  law,  would  it  was 
not  to  be  doobted,  free  him  from  the  impa« 
tation  of  ignorancce  on  the  matter.    But 
having  said  thus  much  as  to  thsi  vote  he 
should  give,  he  must  add  that  he  felt  he 
could  not  have  given  that  vote  io  ailenee, 
lest  his  silence  should  imply  an  assent  to 
all  that  had  been  laid  down  by  the  Attor- 
ney-General and  the  two  hon.  and  learned 
Gentlemen  who  followed  him,  who  seemed 
throughout  the  case   to   conakler  Lord 
Abinger  as  entirely  blameless  in  the  matter. 
After  reading  the  noble  and  learned  Lord's 
charge  he  must  confess  he  had  not  coose  to 
any  such  conclusion.    It  appeared  to  hiss 
that  theduty  of  a  judge,  when  heweot  eitlMir 
on  the  circuit  or  on  a  special  commiasMKi, 
was  to  state  generally  the  law,  reapeoting 
any  offences  that  were  coming  before  bim, 
to  the  grand  jury,  and  having  stated  that 
law,  more  or  less  fully,  according  to  bis 
judgment,  he  should  then  leave  it  to  the 
grand  and  petty  juries  to  apply  the  law  he 
had  deUvered  to   the  accuaations  which 
were  brought  before  then.    It  appeared 
lo  him,  thai  on  occasiona  where  there 


political  eseitemeot,  in  cases  where  there 
were  qoeations  of  insnrreotion,  or  treaaoo, 
or  tumult,  the  judge  should  use  hia  best 
endeavour  to  state  the  law  with  the  greatest 
moderation,  for  this  reason,  among  others, 
that  his  applicatKMi  of  the  law  would  have 
far  greater  weight  if  enforced  with  temper, 
modaratbn,  aiid  forbearance ;  for  than  the 
acquiescence  in  the  sentence  pronounced 
would  be  almoit  unanimous,  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  the  temper  displayed  by  the 
judge  were  otherwise,  there  would  he  a 
great  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject, 
and,  what  was  worse,  great  irritation  of 
feeling  in  the  miod  of  the  public.  He 
was  drawing  no  imaginary  picture.  The 
charge  of  Chief  Jostice  Tindal  oompletely 
came  up  to  the  idea  of  what  a  judicial 
charge  should  be.  The  boo.  and  learned 
Gentleman  opposite  said  there  had  beea 
no  fault  found  with  the  prosecutions  insti- 
tuted by  the  Qoverpmejitf  of  which  be 
was  the  author.  Now  it  was  far  from  tdliog 
in  favour  of  Lord  Abinger  to  sav,  that 
there  had  been  a  general  disposition  to 
acqoiesoe  in  the  commendation  of  Chief 
J  ustice  Tindal,  and  that  there  was  a  geoml 
disposition  to  acquieaoe  io  the  statement 
that  the  fonetiooB  .qf  Qovemmeot  in  this 
instance  had  been  performed  leniently  and 
fairlv;  for  thia  general  acqwieaoaooe  jpie- 
cisely  showed  that  there  was  no  diaposttioa 
to  find  fanlt  and  oavilt  Qnteaa  then  wee 
really  that  ui  the  tone  end  espieeaieoe  of 
a  particqlar  diargo  which  oalled  fa  eni« 
madiersion.  The  ohief  fault  of  the  ebaife 
io  (jnestion  was,  that  it  hi4  nntered  mto 
political  osattersj  that  it  weni  into  poUtical 
doctrinea  cooonrrently  with  Ingal  ones^ 
which  was  ant  to  oonfaiuid  the  grand 
juries  whom  the  jinke  wee  nddneaing,  end 
infuse  prejedioe  and  feetion  uMo  n  aolgeet 
which  ought  to  be  ieohed  on  with  the 
utmost  calmness.  He  wooU  beg  leave  to 
reed  a  peasage  from  the  eh«ge  to  esplaiii 
what  he  neent.  The  diffiKonoe  he  took 
was  thb,  that  Lord  Abinger  apoke  both  ee 
a  politieien  end  a  tewyer,  end  thai  hi 
hie  ease  the  jndge  only  ahorid  have 
spoktti  end  the  nplitKien  shonU  have 
been  ailMt*    Lord  AWngar  epenka  of 

*<Peieonswho  for  their  own  pm^eaas  have 
endeavesrsd  to  prevent .  oe  paepie  nem  ie« 
tmmhis  to  their  wofk»  end  senght  ae  (to  dhest 
thsm  tnsf  thar  minht  br  the  semsnsinn  of  di 
hdioar,  be  ooodncive  to  the  attainssent  of  pe^ 
tical  d^eets." 

There  the  jnijto  epokn  of  neieenevhn 
psevented  eih4ir«nii  Mnrning  m  tMr 
SOS 
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work,  which  was  an  offence  fery  proper 
for  the  judge  to  point  out.  But  Lord 
Abinger  went  on — 

*^  And  what  is  the  object  of  the  Charter 
which  these  people  are  seeking  ?  What  are 
the  points  of  the  Charter?  Annual  Parlia- 
ments, universal  suffrage,  and  vote  by  bal- 
lot. Yes,  gentlemen,  you  will  find  by  the 
evidence  which  will  be  produced  before  you, 
that  it  has  been  inculcated  upon  many  mis- 
guided persons  that  the  sovereign  remedy  for 
all  abuses,  and  the  only  means  of  putting 
themselves  in  possession  of  such  a  share  of 
power  as  would  enable  them  to  vindicate  their 
own  rights,  and  secure  themselves  against  op- 
pression, is  by  the  enactment  of  what  they  call 
the  People's  Charter." 

Here  the  noble  Lord  referred  only  to 
political  conduct,  and  would  lead  persons 
who  heard  the  charge  to  suppose,  that  to 
seek  the  Charter  was  an  offence,  like  pre- 
venting  men  from  returning  to  their  work, 
against  the  laws.  Lord  Abinger  further 
•ays,— 

'<  What,  then,  would  be  the  state  of  any 
country  if  multitudes  were  to  make  the  laws 
for  regulating  property,  or  were  permitted  to 
employ  physical  force  to  restrain  individuals 
from  employing  their  own  labour,  according  to 
their  own  judgment,  fo^  procuring  their  own 
subsistence/' 

Now  here  the  two  things  adverted  to  by 
the  judge  were  essentially  different ;  one 
was  the  law  regulating  property — a  poli- 
tical question,  full  of  important  conse- 
;A  quences.  He  would  say  that  he,  in  that 
House,  or  Lord  Abinger  in  the  other 
House,  might  with  great  propriety  come 
to  the  conclusion,  that  for  a  multitude  to 
make  laws,  would  generate  confusion. 
That  was  a  political  argument,  0/  the  bear- 
ing of  which  he  would  then  say  no- 
thing. But  a  totally  different  question 
was  in  the  second  branch  of  the  senten<'e. 
There  it  was  stated  that  the  employment 
of  physical  force  to  restrain  individuiils 
from  employing  their  own  labour  was  an 
offence  against  the  law,  and  for  that  offence 
several  persons  were  then  to  be  tried.  The 
charge  in  various  places,  into  which  he 
would  not  further  enter,  used  similar  lan- 
guage, and  led  to  the  same  conclusions. 
He  could  not  agree  therefore  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Woodstock 
(Mr.  Thesiger)  in  the  high  estimate  which 
that  learned  Gentleman  formed  of  Lord 
Abinger.  He  did  not  accuse  lx)rd  Abin- 
ger of  any  want  of  legal  knowledge  ;  but 
he  did  blame  him  that  kord  Abinger  had 
mingled  both  legal  and  political  considera- 


tions in  his  charge,  when  onlj  Itgtl 
siderations  were  required.  What  would 
be  the  consequence  ?  The  Chartiitt 
were  brought  before  him  hearing  hb 
ion  concerning  annual  Parihuneiits  tad 
vote  by  ballot,  which  they  regarded  as  tha 
remedy  for  political  diaordertp  plaeed  ia 
the  same  category  as  the  nae  or  phjMal 
force,  and  consequently  classed  as  a  cruM 
— such  men,  when  brought  before  hiss, 
would  be  convinced  that  the  judge  eater- 
tained  a  prejudice  against  thea.  That 
would  be  the  consequence  of  soeh  a 
charge.  The  judge,  they  would  believe, 
pronounced  an  opinion,  that  ihe  eo* 
deavour  to  procure  the  Charter,  and  to 
stop  the  working  of  mills,  was  an 
of  the  same  character ;  but  it  « 
the  spirit  of  the  law  that  meo,  who 
actively  engaged  in  stopping  mills,  and  ia 
procuring  the  Charter,  were  goiltj  of  an 
equal  offence.  That  was  the  new  which 
he  took  of  the  charge ;  and  he  fonnd  that 
a  great  number  of  persons,  of 
learned  in  the  law,  of  professkmal 
and  of  persons  not  learned  in  the  law, 
took  the  same  view.  They  eotertaiaed,  as 
he  entertained,  an  opinion  that  Lord 
Abinger,  by  introducing  political  lopies 
indecorously,  departed  from  his  ofiee  of 
expounding  the  law,  which  was  the 
subject  of  his  charge.  It  was  m 
for  him  to  say  thus  much,  to  prevent  it 
being  supposed,  that  in  giving  his  vols 
against  the  motion  of  his  hon.  Friend  to 
go  into  an  inquiry,  he  did  so  from  being 
perfectly  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  Lof2 
Abinger's  course  of  proceeding,  and 
concurring  in  all  the  praise  which 
been  bestowed  on  him.  It  might  be 
Lord  Abinger's  age,  but,  in  bis  opinioa, 
that  noble  Lord's  conduct  displayed  a 
want  of  due  discretion.  All  who  knew 
him  knew  that,  as  a  judge,  he  was  not  of 
an  even  temper,  that  he  wanted  phi! 
phic  calmness,  and  was  sometimes 
in  his  remarks.  At  the  same  time,  he  did 
not  deny  that  he  was  a  judge  of  enioeat 
talent  and  learning,  and  he  scquitted  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  of  all  nial*oeor 
incapacity.  As  to  the  motion,  he  conid 
not  acquiesce  in  it,  nor  could  he  coocnr 
with  the  h'jrned  Gentleman  in  saying  that 
Lord  Abinger  had  exhibited  no  degree  of 
indiscretion. 

Sir  James  Graham ;  I  am  eiceod* 
ingly  glad  that  when  I  rose  previoosly 
in  the  course  of  this  debate,  I  gave 
wav  to  the   hon.  and   learned   Mi 
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for  Hortham,  who  baa  expresaed  bia  feel- 
ings on  this  occasion  witb  a  degree  of 
temper  and  moderation,  whicb  appear  to 
me  highly  honourable,  and  cannot  fail  to 
have  made  an  impression  on  the  House. 
I  am  glad,  also,  to  ha?e  had  the  advan- 
tage of  hearing  the  noble  Lord,  the  Mem* 
ber  for  London ;  for  I  can  state  generally, 
that  I  concur  with  the  noble  Lord  both  m 
the  principles  which  be  has  laid  down  with 
reference  to  the  question  under  discission, 
and  in  the  practical  conclusion  to  which 
he  has  come  with  respect  to  the  vote  to 
be  given  on  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Finsbury.    The  noble  Lord  said,  that 
in  the  present  state  of  atfairs,  be  was  qnite 
satisfied  that  if  the  motion  were  carried, 
the  friends  of  law  and  order  throughoot 
the  countrv  would  be  much  disheartened, 
and  their  enemies  would  be  proportionally 
elated.     In  that  sentiment  of  the  noble 
Lord  I  entirely  concur.     I  also  agree  witb 
the  noble  Lord  in  thinking  that  the  doe 
administration  of  justice  is  promoted  by 
the  exercise  of  the  vigilance  of  parliament ; 
and,  therefore,  I  by  no  means  object  to 
questions  of  this  nature  being  raised  in 
this  House ;  but,  on  the  other  band,  I  feel 
strongly  that  it  is  due  to  the  cause  of  joa- 
tice  itself  to  defend  the  judges  of  the  land, 
unless  we  shall  be  satisfied  that  their  con- 
duct has  been  corrupt,  and  their  motives 
dishonest.     It  is  only  fair  to  a  judge,  con- 
sidering his  eminent  station,  the  great 
power  with  which  he  is  entrusted,  and  the 
grave  responsibility  under  which  he  acts, 
that  the  House  should  not  adopt  such  a 
motion  as  this,  unless,  in  our  deliberate 
judgment,  we  are  satisOed  that  there  has 
been  manifested,  on  the  part  of  the  judge 
who  is  the  object  of  it,  a  badness  of  heart, 
and  a  corrupt  intention,  whicb  have  con- 
tributed to  the  perversion  of  his  judgment. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury  cannot 
rely  upon  the  case  of  Mr.  Kendrick.  That 
gentleman's  case  was  not  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  House  with  reference  to 
any  act  of  delinquency  arising  out  of  his 
conduct  as  a  judge.  It  was  Mr.  Kendrick'a 
conduct  as  a  magistrate  which  was  ques- 
tioned, he  being  at  the  time  a  judge,  when 
certain  proceedings  connected   with   hia 
duties,  as  a  Surrey  justice  were  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  House.    Another 
case  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Fiaa- 
bury  has  referred  is  that  of  an  Indian 
judge.  Sir  Elijah  Impey.     Was  there  a 
motion  for  inquiry  in  that  caae  t    Nothmg 
like  it*    A  aubstantiye  charge  was  pra< 


ferred  against  the  judge,  and  laid  upoQ 
the  Table  of  the  House.    The  next  case 
was  that  of  Mr.  Justice  Fox,  an  Irish 
judge,  in  1806.    In  that  case,  the  Mar- 
quess of  Abercorn  did  not  move  for  an 
inquiry,  but  made  certain  specific  allege^ 
tions,  laid  charges  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  declared  his  readi- 
ness to  substantiate  them  by  proof.    If  I 
mistake  not^  the  hon.  Member  referred  to 
the  caae  of   Lord  Ellenborough,  whose 
conduct  was  impeached  in  thia  House  by 
Lord  Dundonald,  then  Lord  Cochrane. 
There,  again,  was  no  motion  for  inquiry ; 
but  Lord  Cochrane  preferred  his  charges, 
thirteen  in  number ;  be  laid  them  on  this 
Table  of  the  House,  offerings  at  the  same 
time,  to  sustain  them  by  proof.    The  last 
case  was  that  of  Sir  Jonah  Barringtoo. 
In  that  case  a  commission  of  inquiry  had 
been    going    on,   and    certain    chargea 
affecting  the  character  of  Sir  Jonah  Bar- 
rington  came  out  before  it.    The  comnsia- 
sion  made  a  report  upon  which  a  bill  waa 
introduced  into  Parliament,  and  evidenesi 
taken  in  support  of  it  ai  the  bar  of  thia 
House.  I  think,  then,  that  with  this  single 
exceptioQ  of  Baron  Smith's  case,  which 
has  been  already  discussed,  and  to  whicli 
I  will  not  again  for  obvious  reasons  morti 
particularly  refer,  I  have  alluded  to  all 
the  cases  which  have  occurred  since  the 
commencement  of  the  reign  of  George  the 
drd.  and  in  each  of  these  cases,  instead  of 
the  House  being  called  upon  to  go  bto  an 
inquiry  with  the  view  of  discovering  evi- 
dence, distinct  charges  and  specific  dlef^- 
tions  were  made,  and  evidenoewaaofiered 
in  support  of  them.    I  must  say,  that  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  London,  ap» 
pears  to  me  to  have  treated  the  queatioii 
%ith  great  faimeaa.    What  la  the  bead 
and:  front  of  Lord  Alnnger's  offending, 
as  staled  b^  the  noUe  Lord?     I  will 
not  weary  the  House  by  going  through 
passages  of  the  noble  and  warned  Lord'a 
charge,   which    have    been   cited    but 
which  are  balanced  by  other  |M|sagea 
almost  in  immediate  context  with  thoie 
which  are  condemned;  but,  I  moat  say, 
I  think  the  noble  Lord  was  somewhat 
hypereritical  in  the  obeervatk>na  whkh  he 
made  epon  this  part  of  the  ease.    The 
allegatknia  against  the  priaenera  aboet  to 
be  tried  being  that  they  eontemplaied  ex* 
tenwve  changes  in  the  Conaliiotion,  and 
endeavoored    to  effsct   their  olgeet   by 
meana  which,  as  the  noUe  Lord,  tlw 
Member  toi  Idondeai  admtei  >  iinaoarliiil 
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to  the  very  verge  of  (reason,  it  lurely 
waB  not    unnatural   or  wrong    that   the 
learned    Judge,    having   proof   of   those 
things    in    tbe    depositions    before  him, 
should  point  out  to  the  grand  jury  the  ex- 
treme danger  which  was  likely  to  arise  from 
such  doctrines  so  enforced.    And  here  1 
may  be  allowed  to  observe,  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Greenock  does  not  appear  lo 
be  conversant  with  the  forms  of  our  courts 
of  justice.     At  the  time  a  judge   ad- 
dresses  the  grand  jury  the   depositions 
which  contain  the  essence  of  the  proof  to 
be  oflSered  in  each  case,  are  open  before 
him.    When  Lord  Abioger  addressed  the 
grand  jury  he  was  perfectly  cognizant,  on 
sworn  testimony,  not  only  of  the  outline 
of  the  charges,  but  of  the  nature  of  the 
evidence  to  be  adduced,  and  knowing  the 
extent  of  the   crimes  committed,  and  the 
extreme  danger  that  resulted  from  the 
wide-spread  conspiracy  which  existed,  a 
conspiracy   which  had  for    its   object  a 
change  in  the  form  of  Government  to  be 
effected  by  force,  I  cannot  think  that  the 
learneil  Judge  transgressed  the  bounds  of 
prudence  in  distinctly  stating  his  opinions 
on  those  points  both  to  the  grand  jury  and 
the   petty  jury.     1  agree  with  the  hon. 
and   learned    Member  for   Horsham,    in 
thinking  that  the  time  has  not  yet  come, 
when,   the  question   under  consideration 
being  such  extensive  political  changes  as 
those    which    have   been    referred   to — 
changes   which,  in   my  opinion,  involve 
the  safety  of  the  Monarchy  and  of  the  State 
—a  sworn  servant  of  the  Crown  can  be 
justly  charged  with  a  violation  of  duty,  if  he 
ventures  to  declare  his  decided  preference 
for  tbe  form  of  Government  under  which 
we  live,  as  contrasted  with  the  new  form 
which  it  is  sought  by  violence  to  impose 
on  us.  Petitions  have  been  referred  to ;  but 
do  those  |)etitions  prefer  any  specific  accu- 
sations against  Lord  Abinger.   The  greater 
poition  of  those  |>etitions  are  identical  in 
lan{;uage,  thus  affording  pretty  clear  proof, 
that  they  all  tlow  from  one  and  the  same 
bour&.    The  hon.  and   learned   Member 
fur  llorsliani    read  some  passages  which 
were  spoken  ut  a  meeting   in  Liverpool, 
where  one  of  these  petitions  was  agreed 
to,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  object 
which    the    parties    who  conducted   the 
meeting  had   in   view,  was  to   prejudice 
certain   legal  pioreedings  which  are  still 
|)ciiiliug,  ami  which  my  desire  not  to  in- 
terfere with  the  course  of  justice  prevents 
mc  from  alluding  to  more  particularly,  aitd 


this  motion  is  not  devoid  of  a  liailar 
pose.  Tbe  accusation  against  Lord  Abiiigv 
in  the  terms  of  this  motion  is,  that  ht  doli- 
vered  charges  which  were  millair  aid  aa- 
just  "  in  their  tendencj.''    la  it  thasi 
to  this,  that  tbe  House  of  ComaMMii 
be  called  upon  to  come  to  a  tola 
can  be  regarded  in  no  other  light  thaa 
a  direct  and  specific  coDdeniQaiioB  vl  tha 
conduct  of  a  judge — not  oa  aoeaapt  af 
particular  words  spoken  bj  hin^-vBat  aa 
account  of  corrupt  motives— aot  aa 
count  of  any  malversation  in  bie  oflbia. 
solely  on  account  of  certain  allagad  ** 
dencies"  which  hostile  criticiMS  may 
cover  in  his  charges.     In  mj  opiaioa  it  is 
the  duty  of  a  judge  in  the  first  piaoe  la  ba 
bold  in  grappling  with  prerogativa  if  it  be 
pushed  to  an  extent  inconsisteat  vitb  iba 
liberties  of  the  people.    In  the  neat  plifia, 
it  is  equally  the  duty  of  a  judge  to  ba 
in  grappling  with  the  privilegee  af 
House,    which,    confined  withia    pr 
limiu,  are  the  best  safeguards  of  Iba  lil^ 
ties  of  the  people,  but  wbicb  nay  ha  aas^ 
ricd  to  an  extravagant  lenglb  aabvcniia 
of  popular  rights,  and  dangeroat  to  iba 
supremacy  of  law.     I  have  said  Cbat  k  m 
the  duty  of  a  judge  to  deal  witb  tba 
rogative  of  the  Crown  and  tiie  privil^gas 
parliament,  but  I  contend  thata  jodga 
also  another  duty  to  perform  not  laaa 
vious,  not  less  grave  and  diflicult  aad  im- 
portant;  he  must  boldly  and  fearieeslf 
restrain  the  license  of  the  people  wbea  it 
threatens  the  subversion  of  lav,  of  aideri 
and  the  form  of  Government  wbieb  ba  ii 
sworn  to  protect.    It  is  tbe  boait  of  iba 
law  itself  and  also  of  the  judgae  of 
land  that  nothing  is  so  high  as  to  be 
the  sphere  of  their  authority,  end  nntbi^ 
so  humble  as  to  sink  beneath  tha  aotiae  af 
their  watchful  care.     I  think  it  ia  aajaat 
to  look  at  portions  and  fragmeaU  of  a 
judgc*s  conduct.   The  fair  aad  tbe  awaly 
course  is  lo  look  at  the  whole  ieoar  of  bie 
life ;  not  to  dwell  upon  particular  paaaa- 
ges  selected  from  certain  charges,  bat  to 
form  a  just  estimate  of  his  eouduct  fiaai 
his  general  demeanour  on  the  beaeb.     I 
will  not  praise  the  charges  of  Chief  Jaelias 
Tindal  at  the  expense  of  Lord  Abinfar. 
1  believe  that  both  of  those  learned  jadgaa 
presiding  over  a  special  cooimieeiaa,  m 
difficult  circumstances,  lioneslly,  aiaafally, 
impartially  and  justly,  did  iheir  best  ia  tbe 
discharge   of  their  respective  duliee,      I 
am  satisfied  that  in  the  conduct  of  Load 
Abinger  there  was  notbiog  oomipi,  m^ 
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thing  in  the  ilighteit  degree  worthy  o(  the 
reprobalion  of  (hii  Houk.  1  give  tbe  no- 
ble Lord  the  member  for  London  credit 
for ciBting  aiide  every  Teeliog  ofparUre- 
■enlvent  on  tbit  occation.  It  wQuld  ill 
becoHie  lae  lo  be  the  fulsotiM  panegyrist  of 
Lord  Abinger ;  but  1  should  be  uhamed 
or  mywlf  if,  from  any  penonal  coniideia- 
tions  1,  being  •eliided  that  be  b«i  failb- 
fulljr  end  h«nei(ly  dJKberged  bit  duty, 


Xorrf  Abiagtr. 


UM 


aonment  fof  a  jrear  tnd  n  year  and  a  half 
at  a  eligbt  puDiBhmeot,  but  when  it  wm 
accompanied  by  hard  labour  it  wai  a  Tcry 
■erioni  one.  The  efiect  of  working  on 
the  treadmill  for  to  long  a  period,  upon 
priion  diet.  wBi  in  some  caaes  ioat  of  |ifo 
to  the  iiDdiTidaal.     He  had  beard  witb 

Seal  aorrow  tbe  ipeech  of  tbe  nf  Ue  Lw 
a  Biambac  for  Idndpn,  became,  it  cod- 
laioed    exptwaiow  which    were    deeply 


should  ibriuk  from  tbe  findicalion  of  his  i  iojnrious  to  pnUic  liberty,  aa  coming  frba 


conduct  when  in  my  conscience  1  belieie 
that  hi«  Lordship  deserves  not  censure, 
but  the  highest  praise.  I  recollect  Lord 
Abinger's  age  —  I  recollect  bis  poaitiov: 
Lord  Abinger  be>  risen  to  the  greatest 
eminence  by  |be  rugged  highway  of  bis 
profession,  not  by  the  flovrery  paths  of 
court  favour,  or  undue  partiality.  He  was 
the  most  distinguishea  advocate  of  bis 
day,  the  most  learned  in  ibe  law— pos- 
sessing, I  believe,  to  an  extent  almost  nq- 
eismpled,  the  confidence  of  his  elients, 
and  winning  (he  ready  assent  of  juries  by 
bis  knowledge  of  law,  by  his  peraoa- 
sive  eloquence  and  his.  strong  masculine 
good  sense.  Presiding  in  one  M  tbe  highest 
courts  of  Westminster  Hall,  he  can  be  no 
ordinary  man,  who  re lai us  his  superiority 
when  he  has  associated  witb  him  men  like 
Mr.  Baron  Parke,  Mr.  Baron  Alderson, 
and  Mr.  Baron  Rolfe,  who,  one  and  all,  are 
content  lo  own  Lord  Abinger's  superiority, 
not  only  in  station,  but  in  eiperience  aod 
merit.  This  being  Lord  Abinger's  gene- 
ral character,  and  such  bis  general  con- 
duct,  it  is  bard,  it  is  unjust,  it  is  cruel, 
even  on  the  part  of  those  who  may  thjpk 
that  there  are  indisereet  passages  in  aoae 
of  bis  charges,  an  opinion  in  which  I  do 
not  coincide,  to  propose  lo  send  away  a 
man  of  his  age,  his  worth  and  high  station, 
degraded  by  an  angry  rote  nf  the  Route 
of  Commons,  at  the  insligatioo  of  parly- 
malevolence. 

Mr.  iSkarman  Crawford  meant  le  ivp- 
port  the  motion  for  an  inquiry.  Tm 
main  question  at  issue  was  wbotlwr  iha 
charges  of  Lord  Abinger  had  not  tended 
to  raise  up  a  prejudice  against  tbe  penma 
lo  he  tried.  If  he  found  that  a  jvdga 
entered,in  his  charges,  into  the  ditCoaWM 
of  political  matter*,  he  must  say,  thitt  In 
^t  little  dispsed  to  respect  that  jndfo'l 
impartiality.  In  bis  0|Uoj<m  Um  chargta 
were  those  of  a  political  partican,  ud 
could  not  be  juetiGed.  Tbd  paqiabllMWU 
inaictad  by  Lord  Abinger  wen  (^  a  aarart 
ddsctif^ioB-    GendemoD  ipok^  a(  uuni* 


a  strenoona  advocate  of  that  canse.  The 
noUe  Lord'a  pppoaitiop  to  uqiiiry  wopld 
deprive  him  of  the  confidence  of  tbt  pec^ 
plo.  Tbt  boo.  Member,  who  spoke  amid 
mnch  interniptioii,  cooeluded  with  njillB 
that  be  was  seat  there  to  aupport  lbs 
rights  of  his  coMtitoents,  and  he  did  not 
think  he  coqld  perform  bis  doty  betttr 
than  by  supporting  the  present  notioii, 

Hr.  IVatvm  conid  not  give  asileDt  vflto 
on  Ibe  prenot  occamii,  u  bo  iirtcndad  b 
give  it  in  support  of  the  motion  of  bia ' 
boo.  Friend  lh#  Member  Utt  Fiiuibm, 
He  wonld  do  lo.  Tot  b  wy  abort  aiMl  >i  W|w 
reason,  drawn  fcomafmnvrapeeeb  of  tb" 
noble  Li^  tbe  Member  for  Nonb  lapc^ 
•hire  in  tfae  case  of  Baron  Smith.  T(e 
noble  Lord  on  that  occBsiov,  aaid:-** 

"  We  impale  no  motive*— we  do  aei  •■•• 
dene  Baron  Smith.  Wo  metfly  ear  Dot 
litem  is  a  frimtfadt  case,  which  osUs  fi)r  ip- 
i]air]r,  ua  the  Bouse  is  bound  to  make  that 
inqoir;." 

On  lUa  mieawoB  W  impMcd  so  m^ 
tirca  to  Lord  Abiafsr,  bodid  not««o4MW 
ibu  laarnad  judgo.  but  h*  did  hit  thtt 
Mry  gnva  and  HriMW  dmfgn  bM  bMn 
ma4ebybiaboB.Ffia*di  tad  ibanpt- 
■Mtalivea  of  tb«  p«B»l«  «««kl  «ot  do 
their  dnty  if  tbey  did  not  inqidrt  )Mo 
(ham.  How  far  tbs  inquiry  w  ts  ha 
oarriad  would  dopand  on  tha  ni4mm 
whiah  bia  bon.  Fria«d  m«ht  b«  aUo  to 
briac  bafbro  lfa«  Honaa.  He  didved  bopi 
Iba  right  bon.  Saronat  dm  Sectetori  tf* 
di«  Bomn  D«pnitaM«,tbM  to  tow  brin- 
qniry  waa  to  oondama  Iwd  iUnngnr,  If 
it  man  aoh  b#  avnld  wtbdrnw  ' 
on  tlw  ymiion.  Bu  b«  ma 
warn  anmn  ^Mgaa  is  ibn  m 
fcitiibyUidAbiimsr.  andff 
•(■(«d  hwhk  ban.TriMd,  into  wbMjt 
wna  abaolvtnly  n«NW]r  i«  inqnim.  Tb« 
f bwin  madn  by  An  Iwnnd  indf.  «ibpr 
tq  thn  fmnd  or  pnt^  jWjp,  «MI  agt » Ifgil 

nbw^  Hadidmm^yibntmtywnwn 
in  Uw  cnnniry  bnd  fcwwitimtlnnnf  jjijit 
to  winm^  w  yripiiiiiw  ^fimwmmu 
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provided  he  did  it  by  peaceable  and  lawful 
means  ;  but  that  those  who,  under  pre- 
text of  advocating  such  principles,  broke 
the  peace,  and  were  the  cause  of  public 
disturbance,  were  to  be  visited  with  pu- 
nishment. The  country  was  excited  at 
the  time  the  learned  judge's  charge  was 
delivered.  It  behoved  the  learned  judge 
to  give  calm  and  temperate  directions  to 
the  grand  jury  and  the  petty  jury,  who 
were  then  too  much  inclmed  to  punish- 
ment, and  required  such  calmness  and 
temper  as  were  evinced  by  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Tindal.  He  repeated  that  he  did 
not  judge  upon  these  matters  now,  but  he 
thought  they  called  for  inquiry.  He  cer- 
tainly thought,  with  all  respect  to  Lord 
Abinger,  that  he  had  not  shown  himself 
a  very  good  politician.  He  was  an  in- 
stance in  support  of  what  was  sometimes 
said  that  lawyers  were  very  bad  politicians. 
Mr.  Cardwell.  He  regretted  much  to 
have  heard  the  speech  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  who  had  just  sat  down, 
and  as  he  had  been  an  unworthy  member 
of  the  bar  who  was  present  on  the  occasion 
and  had  seen  the  conduct  of  the  noble 
Lord  throughout  the  whole  of  the  time 
which  had  been  so  frequently  alluded  to, 
he  offered  himself  as  a  witness  to  the 
House.  He  would  prophesy  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury  would 
not  be  granted  ;  but  he  hoped  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  imagine  that  any 
identification  of  political  opinion  between 
him  and  the  noble  Lord  would  induce 
him  to  get  up  in  his  place  and  give  false 
testimony.  He  trusted  that  he  had  suffi- 
cient regard  for  the  profession  to  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  belong  to  be  very  sen- 
sitive as  to  the  truth  of  any  charge  which 
might  be  brought  against  it,  and  he  could 
assure  the  House  that  he  would  have  been 
more  than  ordinarily  sensitive  if  he  had 
heard  one  of  the  lights  of  that  profession 
giving  expression  to  sentiments  which 
with  truth  might  have  been  distorted  in  the 
niuuner  they  had  been  that  night.  As  to 
the  occasion  on  which  the  noble  Lord  was 
charged  with  having  told  a  prisoner  that 
(Jovernmcnl  had  dealt  too  leniently  with 
him,  and  he  would  have  been  happy  to 
have  passed  a  more  severe  sentence,  was 
there  anything  particular  in  that  ?  Was 
it  not  a  frequent  occurrence  for  a  judge  to 
tell  a  prisoner  that  he  might  think  himself 
fortunate  that  the  predicament  in  which 
he  stood  was  not  of  a  much  more  serious 
nature^  which  ouiy  happened  bccaiis«>  of 


the  mode  in  which  the  indictMeBt  had 
been  framed  ?  Had  it  been  fraaed  in 
another  way,  the  consequences  would  hftie 
been  much  more  prejudicial  to  hlmrndt^  and 
the  judge  hoped  that  the  leniencT*  tfaovn 
him  upon  that  occasion  would  prove 
a  warning  to  him  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  and  a  useful  lettou  to  tboae 
whoy  like  himself*  were  exposed  to  ainilar 
temptations.  That  was  an  everr-daj  oc^ 
currence,  yet  who  ever  before  thought  of 
complaining  of  it  ?  Diresting  thb  que^- 
tion  of  all  political  bearings,  unlesa  Ihe 
House  were  prepared  to  affirm  that  pu* 
nishment  should  be  inflicted  from  motivm 
of  personal  vengeance  only,  not  with  the 
view  of  affording  examples  to  othen,  the 
observations  of  Lord  Abinger  mast  be 
considered  to  have  been  worthy  of  his 
station  and  character.  Something  had 
been  said  about  the  demeanour  of  the 
noble  and  learned  Judge,  and  the  hoa. 
Member  for  Finsbury  had,  while  qooCing, 
apologized  for  the  expression  **  super- 
inhuman."  Now,  it  was  difficult  to  de- 
scribe in  language  demeanour,  which  had 
been  witnesssed  with  admiration ;  bat 
certainly  his  impression  was,  that  the 
noble  and  learned  Judge  had  only  di^ 
played  the  acumen  and  the  penetration 
for  which  he  was  celebrated  on  the  aide  of 
the  prisoners  until  the  fact  was  established 
that  they  had  been  really  guilty,  when  he 
properly  addressed  them  in  just  reproba- 
tion of  their  oflences.  Of  this  ha  was 
convinced,  that  had  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  (Mr.  Watson)  been  present  ia 
court,  he  would  have  felt  it  his  duty  to 
express  a  diflerent  opinion  from  that  which 
he  had  given  utterance  to. 

Mr.  DuucoihIh:,  in  reply,  said,  he  had 
listened  attentively  to  hear  whether  any* 
thing  might  fall  from  those  opposed  to  the 
motion  which  should  induce  nim  to  with- 
draw it.  He  was  bound  to  aay,  he  had 
heard  nothing  which  should  prevent  him 
in  the  performance  of  his  dutv  to  the 
public  from  taking  the  sense  of  tne  House 
as  to  whether  there  should  be  inouiry  into 
the  conduct  (»f  this  judge.  The  right  hoa. 
Harunct  the  Secretary  for  the  Home  De- 
partment  said,  it  would  ill  become  him  to 
Ix;  the  fulsome  panegyrist  of  Lord  Abingetp 
and  he  immediately  followed  up  the  dew 
cliiration  by  pronouncing  the  warmest  and 
most  fulsome  panegyric  that  had  been  de* 
li\crc<l  on  the  whole  conduct  of  the  noble 
I/«»nl.  TIm  *•'"  Member  for  Honham 
cuuiplainc    "Mr.  Dunoombe)  hsd 
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introduced  reference  to  recreancy  and  poli- 
tical apostacy.  But  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  might  have  recollected,  that, 
in  his  allusion  to  the  political  apostacy  <rf 
a  former  day,  he  was  quoting  an  expression 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  far 
the  Home  Department^  who  in  addressing 
the  electors  of  Cumberland,  denounced  Sir 
James  Scarlett  as  a  recreant  Whig.  Yet 
now  they  were  told  by  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet that,  looking  at  the  whole  past  life 
of  this  learned  Lord,  he  saw  nothing  to 
find  fault  with;  and  he  asked  whether 
they  on  his  side  of  the  House,  would  send 
the  learned  judge,  at  hb  adyanoed  age,  and 
after  the  serrioes  he  had  performed,  before 
a  committee,  in  a  degrading  manner,  by 
an  angry  party  Tote*  What  diflferent  lan- 
guage from  that  of  the  speech  to  which  he 
had  referred,  and  whicn  be  would  now 
take  the  liberty  of  readine  to  the  House. 
The  House  would  recollect  that  it  did 
not  contain  his  sentiments,  but  those  of 
the  riffht  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  They 
came  before  the  public  with  the  authority 
of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  for  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  then  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  under  Lord  Grey's  Government 
It  was  at  the  time  of  the  general  election 
of  1831,  after  the  Reform  Bill  had  been 
introduced,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
said,  at  Cockermouth : — 

*'  The  last  time  I  addressed  you  from  these 
hustings,  I  remember  I  had  a  wish  to  know 
who  represented  the  borough  of  Cockermouth, 
and,  except  the  returning  officer,  no  man  could 
tell  me;  and  who  now  represents  that  borough  ? 
[A  voice:  Scarlett] .  Ay ;  and  sorry  I  am  to 
hear  him  named  in  that  way,  for  he  was. once 
a  valued  friend.  I  am  glad,  said  Mr.  Dun- 
combe,  be  is  restored  to  that  honour.  Yes; 
the  ex-Attomey-general,  a  recreant  Whip,'  a 
follower  of  Fox,  a  nominee  of  £aii  Fltzwilliam, 
a  man  honoured  and  respected  until  he  began 
to  wage  (an  infamous)  war  with  the  press — 
be,  I  say,  has  been  obliged  to  fly  from  the  in- 
dignation of  the  people,  and  seek  refuge]  in 
Cockermouth  under  the  wing  of  my  und 
Lonsdale.  He  has  crept  into  the  House  of 
Commons  through  the  postern^ate,  of  which 
•A  reverend  vicar,  now  on  these  hustings,  keeps 
the  key.  Ue  has  skulked  from  the  offended 
majesty  of  the  people,  and  is  to  be  fo'und  the 
representative  of  those  burga^  tenures  for 
which  the  late  Mr.  Sathertbwaite  showed  so 
much  fondness—fa  voice  in  the  crowd :  '  How 
do  you  like  that,  my  Lord  ?']*' 

*'  And  I  say  now,"  said  Mr.  Duncombe^ 
**  how  do  you  like  that,  my  Lord?''  When 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  said,  it  would  ill 


become  him  to  be  the  fidsome  panegyriit 
of  Lord  Abinger,  he  (Mr.  Dunconibe)  en- 
tirely ag^^eed  with  him,  and  wished  he  had 
not,  1^  going  further,  made  it  ncccceary 
for  bim  to  allude  to  the  Cockermouth 
speedi.  The  hon.  Member  for  Bute  aaked 
whether  a  Privy  Councillor  waa  not  to 
have  political  opinions?  Of  course,  be 
mijght,  bdt  a  judge  had  no  borineat  to 
bring  his  poUtics  upon  the  Bench,  any 
more  than  a  dergjman  had  to  bring  them 
into  the  pulfHt.  The  hoo.  and  tewrned 
Gentleman  said,  that  Lord  Abinger  only 
claimed  what  the  Chartists  dainrad  for 
them8d?e&  Nobodr  thoa^t  cf  denying 
that  the  noble  Lora  might  have  pdlttrau 
party  sentiments.  He  m^ht  indulge  then 
in  tne  House  of  Lords,  at  the  Caritoo 
Clubi  at  Norwidi,  or  anywhere  dse  ;  but 
he  had  no  right  to  let  them  influence  him 
on  the  judgment-aeat^  whim  the  lives  or 
libertiea  of  men  were  at  stekci  and  where 
the  noUe  Lord's  politics  might  do  serious 
injustice  to  seVeral  indiiridnals.  He  cod» 
fined  himself  to  the  printed  diaiges  of 
Lord  Abin^r,  though  he  did  not  knew 
why  they  might  not  as  wdD  rdy  on  the  r»* 
ports  m  the  Timer  or  the  JtandMer 
Guardiam,  whidi  some  hon.  Membm 
seemed  to  sneer  at.  He  bellefed  that  the 
limes  and  the  MtnuAe^erOuardkm  pes. 
sessed  some  of  the  best  reporters  in  this 
country.  ^Those  reporters  attended  on  the 
occasioo,  and  he  had  reason  to  beUeve  that 
they  were  prepared  to  prove  the  correeU 
ness  of  theur  repmts.  Lord  Abinm^ 
published  Torsions  of  die  cfaai^ges  nad 
never  appeared  until  notice  was  gilfen  at 
a  puUie  meeting  that  they  would  be 
brought  bdbre  the  House  or  Commooe. 


not  materially 
reports  in  the  Timet,  but  words  were  In« 
sorted  here  and  ther^  which  flave,  in  poirft 
of  ihct,  to  some  sentencss  qnm  a  diflmnt 
meaning  from  that  of  the  newspaper  re- 
port. If  the  committee  of  in^ry  had 
been  granted^  he  cooM  have  pnmd  to 
them  that  the  report  which  had  been  so 
oft«i  alluded  to,  and  whidi  had  been  so 
much  quoted,  was  not  the  most  correct 
report;  and  he  was  surprised  that  wlicB 
the  hoo.  Member  for  Bote  had  ouoted  the 
ezaminathm  of  a  witness  Iqr  Lora  Abiufsr, 
prooseding  from  the  reporter  ssntdown  hf 
Government,  that  he  did  not  also  foote  the 
diaige'  of  Iford  Abinger  b^  tike  eanie  re* 
poKtnr.    FMr.  8.  Wartkg  had  sot  die  le- 

r]     Yes,  but  joa  mq;ht  have  fot 
If  he  coold  iMnns  got  Oe  iiiqii£/, 
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partias  could  have  been  produced  to  show 
that  the  report  published  by  Lord  Abia- 
ger  was  not  a  correct  report.  The  re- 
port also  given  by  Mr.  Gurney  was  at 
the  ooramand  of  the  (}o?ernincot,  and 
oould  have  been  produced.  He  said  that 
this  was  a  fit  subject  for  inquiry.  The 
Attomey-geDeral  had  complained  of  these 
petitions.  He  said  there  were  but  six 
or  eight  of  them,  and  there  was  not 
one  that  proceeded  from  the  parties  ag- 
grieved. He  should  like  to  know  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  producing  these 
petitions.  He  had  read  a  letter  from  one 
of  the  parties  (Wild)  gstatiug  his  com- 
plaint, which  hie  conceived  to  be  equal 
to  a  petition.  But  let  him  suppose  that 
he  bad  presented  a  petition  from  Wild, 
or  any  other  of  the  prisoners,  would  they 
on  the  other  side,  consent  to  an  inquiry  ? 
Would  they  consent  to  an  inquiry  it  peti- 
tions hereafter  were  produced  ?  Not  a  bit 
of  it.  As  they  would  not  consent  to  th^ 
present  motion,  under  the  circumstances 
in  which  it  was  brought  forward,  so  they 
would  not  consent  to  it  under  any  other 
circumstances.  Wh  v  then  throw  out  such 
(4](jections,  which,  if  removed,  could  be  of 
no  avail  ?  This  was  a  sort  of  special  plead- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  Attornev-general 
which  he  did  not  expect ;  for  if  he  pro- 
duced those  petitions,  he  would  be  as  far 
removed  from  inquiry  as  ever.  And  then 
the  hoti.  Member  for  Woodstock  had  said, 
that  if  they  encouraged  petitions  of  this 
sort,  they  would  have  petitions  from  every 
disappointed  suitor,  who  would  be  coming 
to  that  House  juid  asking  them  for  redress, 
and  seeking  for  an  inquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  judges.  Was  that  the  case 
at  the  present  moment,  when  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney-general  complained  that 
they  had  not  a  petition  from  one  of  the  dis- 
appointed suitors ;  and  if  they  had,  then 
another  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  told 
them  they  should  have  no  inquiry.  Why, 
it  was  utterly  impossible  to  please  these 
learned  (ieutlemen.  This  was  not  a  pri- 
vate case.  This  was  not  a  case  of  |)rivatc 
wrong.  The  whole  nation  was  interested 
in  this  question,  and  the  whole  of  the  |)eople 
were  looking  to  it ;  and  they  were  about 
to  see  them  in  that  House  put  a  direct 
negative  on  the  motion  for  an  inquiry. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Attorney-general 
said  he  would  meet  this  motion  by  a  direct 
ncgativo,  and  he  said  that  he  had  an  objec- 
tion tu  judges  delivering  charges  that  had 
a  political  tendency ;  but  then  he  dcuitd 


I 


that  the  charges  of  Lord 
political  tendency.    But  all  the 
porters  of  the  noble  Baroo^  wbo  hafl  mAim 
that  evening,  said  that  his  Ghann  mi  9, 
political  tendency.   Other  boa.  Qtmt 
were  more  candid  than  the  AttefWf i_ 
ral,  for  thev  not  only  said  that  thfi  chawp 
had  a  political  tendency,  but  t^Vk  m^ 
ought  to  hfiye  a  political  tendaqi^s  hpMW 
they  roae  out  of  political  eveptf.    No  mm 
attempted  to  answer  the  argumiai  of  fhi 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Cork^  Ikpl 
if  the  charges  should  neoassarflj  bp  oft 
political  character,  why  waa  it  tli«t  Chjif 
Justice  Tindalf  who  had  alio  to  diapan  if 
political  trials,  did  not  deliw  rliUOT  if 
exactly  the  same  character  ?    Ho 
that  of  all  the  debates  he  h^ 
in  that  House,   there  never  1 
which  there  was  to  be  found  m  littlp  ff 
argument  and  of  reason  in  oppqntiaa  |i  a 
motion.    They  were,  he  saia,  detnrninri 
to  screen  this  judge.    The  pablicg 
ever,  would  judge  them  and  oondoiii 
He  was  satis&d  that  tlie  mihlii 
come  but  to  one  conclusbn  with  mpeot  la 
those  in  that  House,  and  that  vm,  that 
they,  in  their  desire  to  screen  a  dfiliMHit 
judge,  lost  sight  of  that  which  wai  owiwli 
the  people  and  to  justice.    Ave,  the  deal- 
qucncies  of  the  judge  woula  go  tmlh  la 
the  country— they  showed  that  it  mmH 
not  bear  that  inquiry,  which  he  challe^ri 
them   to  enter  into.     He  said   that  the 
public  would  come  to  the  coociuaioD  thai* 
in  their  desire  to  screen  adelinqueDtiii^i^ 
they  lost  sight  of  that  which  waa  one  ip 
the  pure  and  impartial  ndminisf ratlin  of 
justice. 

Mr.  Scarlett  had  oae  word  to  odd  ei  •• 
the  accuracy  of  what  Lord  Abiogor 

published.     He  might  state  that  be  h 

that  what  was  published  in  the  peaqri^ 
was  taken  from  The  Ttmei,  and  only  aopM 
small  alterations  made  in  it,  aiich  aa  uy 
one  would  make  who  wiah^  to  oorvact 
the  mistakes — the  usual  mistakea  of  a  i^ 
port.  Further,  he  had  the  beat 
bclievinf;  that  if  that  report  were 
pared  with  the  short-hand  notes  tahco  by 
Mr.  Gurney,  it  would  make  it  appear  thai 
there  was  less  point— in  many  of  the  al- 
lusions less  point  than  in  thai  report  which 
Lord  Abinger  had  published. 

The   House  divided:— Ayea  73}  Nes 
228  :  Majority  155. 

List  of  the  Ayes. 
Aglionby,  II.  A.  AichboUt  K. 
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Barmrd,  E.  G. 
Berkeley,  bon.  C. 
Berkeley,  boo.  H.F. 
Blake,  Sir  V. 
Bowling,  Dr. 
fiiotheiloD,  J. 
Buafeild,  W. 
Chapnu,  B. 
Cbnilit,  W.  D, 
Cobden,  ft. 
ColborTieJiD.W,N.R, 
Collin*.  W. 
Cowper,  bon.  W.  f. 
Crawford,  W.B. 
Dbwioh,  hon.  T.  V. 
Dennictoun,  J. 
Dniiaan,  O, 
Dundw,  Adm. 
DundWi  bon.  J.  P, 
El  phi  D  stone,  U. 
£»an,  W. 
Ferguton,  Col. 
Fleetwood,  Sir  P.  U, 
Gill,  T. 
Gpre,  hM,  R. 
Graoger,  T.  C. 
Hall,  Sir  B. 
Hmh^i  a. 
HawM.  B. 
Hay,  Sir  A.  L. 
Hollond,  R. 
Ilonnan,  £. 
Uvme,  J, 
Hwt,  W, 
Jamet,  W.       ■ 
Johiuon,  Geo. 
Layard,  Capt. 


{Fia.Sl) 


Imd 


LMdef,J,T. 
Liilowell,  Eatl  of 
Uacaiilay,rl,lKw.1'.$. 
Ma:goribank^  S. 
Haralaod,  H. 
Martin,  J. 
Mitcalh,  H. 
Hiichell,  T.  A- 
ifwtit,  D, 
Mnrpliy,  f,  S. 
Napfer,  Sir  C. 
O'&ien,  W,  S. 
Pftget,  Col, 
PM:bell,Gapt 
Plumridga,  Capt. 
Pontont^,  faoD.  J.  0. 
Bitardo,  J.  h. 
Rod)*,  Sir  D. 
Boebuck,  J,  A. 
RaM,D.  R. 
Rnsiell,  Lord  E. 
Sunifield,  W.  R.  C. 
Strickland,  Bit  O. 
StruU,  B. 
Thsniely.T. 
TaniBr,  ^, 
ViIlien,bDq.C, 
Wakler,  T. 
Ward,  H.  0. 
WatMMi.  W.  U, 
Wawn,J.T. 
WilliaM,  W. 
Wood,  p. 
yoAe,  U.  R. 

w     TILUU. 

Duncombe,  T. 
WaUaee,  R. 


Adand,  T.  O. 
A'Coan,Ci^. 
Acton,  Col. 
Adare,  Vwci- 
Addertey,  C-  B- 
Aiuworth,  P. 
■  I,  J.  P. 


^HtobM,  B. 

Arcbdall,  Capt. 

Aikwiighl,  O. 

A»iell,W. 

Bagge,  W. 

Bagot,  bon.  W, 

Baird,  W. 

BaldwiD,  B. 

Itanbe«,0. 

Baring,  itaa.  W.  B.        ChiiaUwhw,  it  A 

Baring,  rt.  bon.  F.  T.    Cbate.W.  L.W. 

Baskervillfl,  T.  B.  H.     Clajtoq,  |L  R. 

BatfisoD.R.  ™    .    -   A 


.  T.  W. 

&>wdley,  H. 
Brvce,  Lord  R, 
Bmca,  C.  I^,  C. 
Buok,L.  W. 
Baclcley,  R. 
BuUer,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Boobiuy,  T. 
B«mll,8ir  0.  H . 
Cam|Ml,8irU. 
Canpbalt,  A. 
Caldwell,  R. 
Cavendiib.  hon.  C,C. 
Cheliea,  Viict. 
Chelwode,  Sir  J. 
awlinoadeley,hB.H. 
"  ■    ,  E.  A. 


B«k*tt,  W. 
Bell,  U. 

Bentinck,  Lord  0. 
BediiR,W.H. 
B(ddaro,H.O. 
Bmthwidi,  P. 


Boifiald, 
Btadihai 


.w,J. 


Cleric,  9irQf 

Olive,  boa.  R.R. 
eodinoa,4- 
CoUatt,  W.B. 
CoU|iihoiM,J.C. 

Coii«»n.B,C. 


CnmriLS. 
Crippa,  W. 
Danier,  boo.  CaL 
DBiuiM,G..B. 
Dicfcinuw,  f.  H. 

D'liTMii.a. 

Dongla(.8)rH. 
DoBiba,  Sir  C.  B. 
DohbIm.J.P.8. 
DowdMwaU,  W- 
Dniiii|Mid,U,H. 

DnncfMili^  Imb.  A. 
Dungwiilw,t)M.a 
Dundaa.  P. 
E««,J.P. 
EgertOD,  W,  T. 
EgertoD,  Sir  P. 
Eflot,L»«l 
EDlyp,VtKt. 
Eicoti,  B. 
Pamham,  E.  B. 
Foilden,  W, 
Pilnsr,  Sir  E. 
Fttunaarice,  bon.  W. 
Fluroy,Capt. 
Flower,  8ir  J. 
PdlM,BirW.W. 
ForbH,W. 

gwt.  a.  I- 

Fuller,  A.  E. 

offlL;rt5Sw* 


Olymw,Ki8.R. 
Gordon,  hoo.  CapL 
Core,  H. 

OouUMira,  It,  bn.  Q. 
OndMin,R.lM».SirJ. 
GremalLP. 
GrMBe,T. 
Oregon,  W.  H. 


Grogai),  E. 
Hale.  R.  B. 
Halford,  H. 
liallyburioD,  Ififi  9i 
HamiltpD,J.H, 
Hamilton,  C.  A. 
W.  J. 


.     it  J. 

.    w,a. 

Hilet,W, 
Mo(gat.Q< 

Newpqrt,  Viact. 
Nicboll,  rl.  hon.  J. 
Notreys,  Lord 
Northland,  VmU 
O'Bnen,  A.  S. 
Ogle,  8.  C.  II, 
Packe,  C.  W, 
Pagoi,  Lord  W. 
Piirmer,  It. 
Palmer,  0. 
Patten,  J.  W. 
Peel,  rl.  bon.  Sir  S, 
Peel,  J. 

Pluinptre,  J.  P, 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Poiisonby,  lion.CF.Ci 
Pfinwie,  A. 
Prolneroe,  E. 
Piiaey,  P. 
Rashleigh,  W. 
Repton,  O.W.J. 
Kicharda,  R. 
iiolleaton.Col. 
iUse,  rt.  bon.  Sir  O, 

Rous,  ioD.  Capt. 
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Aushbrooke^  Gol. 
Russell,  Lord  J* 
Rutherford,  A. 
Ryder,  hon.  G.  D. 
Sanderson,  R. 
Sandon,  Visct. 
Scarlett,  hon.  R.  C. 
Seymour,  Lord 
Shaw,  rt.  hon,  F. 
Shirley,  £.  J. 
Shirley,  £.  P. 
Sibthorp,  Col. 
Smythe,  Sir  H. 
Smythe,  hon.  G. 
Smollett,  A. 
Somerset,  Lord  G. 
Sotheron,  T.  U.  S. 
Stanley,  hon.  W.  O. 
Stewart,  J. 
Stuart,  W.  V. 
Stuart,  II. 


Sutton,  hon.  H.  M. 
Tennent,  J.  F^ 
Thesiger,  F. 
Thompson,  Mr.  Aid. 
ThornhilU  G. 
Tollemache,  J. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trevor,  hon.  G.  R. 
TroUope,  Sir  J. 
Vivian,  J.  £. 
Walsh,  Sir  J.  B. 
AVinnington,  Sir  T.  E. 
Wodehouse,  K. 
Wortley,  hon.  J.  S. 
Wortley,  hon.  J.  S, 
Wyndham,  Col.  C. 
Young,  J. 

TELLERS. 

Fremantle,  Sir  T. 
Baring,  U. 


Pawnbrokers  (Ireland).]  Lord 
Eliot  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  pawn- 
broking  in  Ireland.  The  noble  Lord 
stated  that  the  bill  was  partly  founded 
upon  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
House,  which  had  sat  in  1838  upon  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Wallace  wished  that  some  measure 
could  be  introduced  with  reference  to  the 
subject,  applying  to  the  United  Kingdom 
generally. 

Leave  given. 

House  adjourned  at  three  quarters  past 
twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS, 
Wednesday,  February  22,  1843. 

MrNDTn.]  BiLU.  PubUc.—S^-  md  pMKd -.—Forged 
Exdiequer  Bills  \  Coroncn  Inquctti. 
PHvate.-~\'-  HuU  and  Sdby  Railway;  Norland  EiUtc 
Improvemoit :  NcwcaiUc  and  I>arliiigton  Railway; 
Nottingham  Lighting ;  Great  GnuMdcn  Inckaure  ;  Ox- 
ford Railway;  Bethnal  Green  Iraprovcmcnt ;  Forth 
Navigation. 

PrriTioirB  Prrsbntbd.  By  Mr.  G.  Wood,  tMXi  Rcndall, 
for  the  Repeal  of  the  Income-tax.—  From  Warrington, 
for  the  total  and  immediate  RqmU  of  the  Com  and  Pn>- 
vision-lawf.— From  JoMph  Fnwtiorc  fur  a  Tax  on  Ma< 
chincry. — (Yom  Samuel  Kenyon  for  inquiry  into  tlio 
PrcMnt  Distrcm,  and  luggntini*  Remedies. — By  Mr. 
Goulbum,  fVom  Cambridge  fur  Churdi  Lxlenftiun. 

Personation  of  Voters.]  House 
in  committee  on  the  Personation  of  Voters' 
Bill. 

On  clause  1, 

Mr.  Liddell  had  not  thought  it  desirable 
to  frame  a  new  statutable  oAoiicc,  or  to 
fix  new  penalties,  conceiving  that  on  those 
points  the  Reform  Act  was  suflicicntly 
operative.    The  object  of  this  bill  was  to 


render  the  applioatioD  of  the  lai 
effective.  It  had  been  repreeented  to 
that  the  present  form  of  indicuiMol  §og 
the  offence  was  most  cumbfoos  and  awk- 
ward ;  and  he  conceived  it  wouM  Im  bt- 
ne6cial  to  shorten  and  aimplify  it.     He 
also  thought  it  would  be  well  to  ioowMe 
the  penalty  from  5L  to  lO/L     Thioogb  •■ 
inadvertence  apparent  on  the  liKo  of  the 
bill,  it  had  been  provided  that  twojoaCim 
of  the  peace  should  be  pretent  in  mA 
polling-booth.    That,  of  coaree,  wouM  he 
needless,  and,  on  further  conaiderBtiow.  it 
was  his  opinion  that,  as  neither  the  ahcriff 
nor  the  other  returning  officer  hed  the 
power  of  securing  the  atteedanoe  of  je^ 
tices,  although  roost  detirablep  the  pre* 
posed  enactment  would  be  ooitlad.    It 
had  occurred  to  him,  that  the  pro¥Mioei 
of  the  bill  might  not  be  ineppliceble  le 
municipal  elections ;  and  certainly,  at  Id 
Ireland,  he  felt  that  the  bill  was  nach  re- 
quired— perhaps  more    to  than  ia  tUi 
country  ;  but  he  regretted,  that  to  anch 
alteration  would  be  required  to  extend  it 
to  the  sister  island,  that  he  had 
pelted  to  relinquish  the  idea. 

Mr.  Williams  said,  although  he 
in  the  principle  of  the  measure,  heah^ 
gether  protested  against  the  pracciea  (i 
much  now-a-days  in  vogue)  of 
in  bills  to  change  by  piecemeal  great 
lative  enactments.    These  ameodiag 
so  accumulated  in  a  short  time  aa  to 
der  it  impossible  to  know  what  the 
really   was.     Why   could  not   the 
visions  of  this  bill  be  introduced  ialo  the 
Registration  of  Voters  Bill^  with 
in  object,  it  was  closely  connected? 

Mr.  Mackenzie  differed  from  the 
Gentleman,  and  thought  the  hon.  I 
ber  who  had  brought  in  thia  bill 
to  the  gratitude  of  the  House.  Bat. 
to  the  clause  respecting  taking  into 
tody  the  personators  of  voters,  he  ihoaght 
as  at  present  framed  it  would  be  practically 
nugatory,  as  affording  no  really  effideat 
means  of  catching  the  fellows,  or  dealiag 
with  them  both  in  a  manner  aa  eiemplaiy 
as  summary. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  sorry  to  find  that  his 
hon.  Friend  did  not  intend  to  ioclade 
Ireland  in  the  bill.  But  he  believed  that 
the  measure  would  be  rendered  more 
cicnt  if  further  time  were  given  to  < 
sider  its  details.  The  bill  would  also  he 
more  useful  if  it  extended  to  municipal 
elections.  He  wished  his  hon.  Friend 
would  postpone  its  further  coniidcralaoa* 
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Mr.  AoM  thought  it  would  be  moH  de- 
sirable  that  the  provisions  of  the  biU 
should  be  extended  to  Ireland, 

Mr.  Mackinnon  considered  it  would  be 
a  great  object  obtained  if  the  bill  ware 
made  a  general  measure.  By  doing  that, 
most  of  the  objections  of  the  hoD.  Mem- 
ber for  Coventry  would  be  obviated.  A 
general  bill  of  such  a  nature  was  very 
much  wanted  in  the  country.  The  bill, 
as  at  present  drawn,  could  not  apply  to 
Ireland ;  and  added  to  this  it  was  most 
desirable  to  prevent  personation  at  muni- 
cipal and  parochial  elections.  He  trusted 
his  hon.  Friend  would  withdraw  this  bill, 
and  bring  in  a  general  measure.  Perso- 
nation  had  been  carried  on  to  a  great  ex* 
tent  in  voting  for  Church-rates. 

Mr.  S,  O'Brien  said,  there  was  no  reason 
why  the  present  bill  should  not  extend  to 
Ireland,  but  he  denied  that  personation 
existed  in  Ireland. 

Sir  C.  Burrell  was  also  of  opinion  that 
the  present  bill  ought  to  extend  to  Ireland^ 
and  no  better  reason  could  exist  for  ex- 
tending it  to  Ireland  than  that  the  Irish 
Members  themselves  were  in  favour  of  it. 
It  was  hardly  worth  while  to  discuss  whe- 
ther there  were  more  personation  in  Eng- 
land than  in  Ireland.  Hit  belief  was, 
that  they  were  both  guilty.  He  hoped 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  consider 
the  observation  which  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Brotherton  thought,  that  if  the 
hon.  Member  introduced  so  many  subjects 
into  his  bill,  he  would  not  be  likely  to 
carry  it.  When  his  hon.  Friend,  the 
Member  for  Coventry,  talked  of  an 
isolated  measure,  be  forgot  his  own  mea* 
sure  with  regard  to  freemen.  He  tbooght 
that  the  hon.  Member  had  better  not  ex- 
tend his  bill  to  Ireland.  He  would  re- 
commend the  hon.  Member  to  let  the  bill 
remain  as  it  was. 

Mr.  Liddell  would  be  glad  to  profit  by 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member,  and 
to  persevere  in  the  bill  as  it  stood.  He 
would  not  undertake  to  legislate  for  Ire* 
land.  If  it  had  been  necessary  to  have  a 
separate  Reform  Bill  for  Ireland,  he 
hoped  he  might  be  excused  from  legis- 
lating for  Ireland  on  this  subject.  Let  the 
House  affirm  the  principle  of  the  bill  at 
regarded  England,  and  it  would  be  veiy 
easy  afterwards  to  extend  it  to  Ireland. 
He  would  not  encumber  bis  bill  by  at* 
tempting  to  legislate  for  mnokipal  elec- 
tions, or  any  other  elections  except  Par- 
liamentary elections.      He  thought  the 


fears  of  the  hon.  Member  for  PeeUeahirt,' 
as  to  the  probability  of  band  jfide  voters 
being  detained,  were  greatly  exaggerated. 
A  person  accused  woidd  be  taken  at  once 
before  two  magistrates,  and  if  no  accuaer 
were  forthcoming*  he  wottM  be  discharsed; 
Dkl  any  Membm  imagine,  that  an  indivi« 
dual  would  have  any  difficulty  in  proving 
his  identity  ?  No  person  could  possibly 
swear  a  man  out  of  his  identity.  No 
magistrate  would  detain  Mr.  George 
Thompson  if  that  individual  was  really 
Mr.  George  Thompson. 

Mr.  Femon  Smith  thought  that  the  bill 
would  serve  no  purpose  but  to  enable 
people  wantonly  to  delay  the  poll,  and 
prevent  electors  from  voting.  The  object- 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Durham  would  be 
better  obtained  by  embodying  the  provi- 
sions of  this  bill  in  a  general  R^stratloa 
Act. 

Sit  J.  Oraham  said,  that  when  his  hon. 
Friend  had  consulted  him  npon  this  mea- 
sure, he  said,  that  he  did  not  eontemplata 
making  any  alteration  in  the  provisions  of 
the  Reform  Act  With  regard  to  the 
crime  which  was  sought  to  be  put  down^ 
as  fiir  as  his  experience  went,  he  thought 
it  was  not  so  prevalent  as  to  require  any 
alteration  in  the  existing  law.  In  the  bill 
which  he  had  introduced  with  regard  to 
registration^  he  had  carefhlly  abstamed^ 
as  far  as  possible^  from  murfering  with 
the  Reform  Act^  With  rsapeet  to  per. 
sonation^  he  thought,  that  m  Boglana  al 
least  the  ofience  was  not  so  prewent  ai 
to  require  legislative  {nterfereaoa.  Still, 
if  the  House  shoaU  be  of  a  dUbtent 
opinion,  he  thought  it  woold  be  as  wdl  to 
discuss  the  sutgect  opon  the  bill  bsfm 
the  House,  as  upon  the  Registration  KU, 
and  incase  the  bill  were  proceeded  with| 
he  thought  it  would  be  dssmUe  to  extend 
the  bill  to  the  whole  of  the  United  King* 
dom.  The  preamble  being  postponed» 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  effiBCting 
that  object.  He  diought  the  bill  befSm 
the  House  was  open  to  some  objectiMis  i 
it  was  he  tbowht  capable  of  grna  abostf* 
!n  the  midst  of  an  eiection»  with  iu  naoid 
escitemmits,  a  gentleman  might  ebne  up 
to  vote ;  some  person  on  the  opposito 
party,  a  man  of  straw,  aipht  deny  his 
identity,  and  the  voter  vonU  be  inuBo^ 
diately  taken  into  costody  wnidst  tbtt  da* 
risioo  of  the  nnltllodei  and  be  dafained 
in.  custody  for  the  spnoa  of  twelve  horn. 
Trae,  it  nuffht  be  said,  Hm  il  woold  be 
easy  to  find  two  angistnlen.    Hot  sop* 
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poie  it  wai  near  the  close  of  the  poll,  and 
two  magistrates  could  not  be  found  ?  in 
that  case  a  gentlemaD  of  respectability 
would  unavoidably  be  prevented  from 
voting  through  the  operation  of  the  bill. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
introduce  a  bill  for  regulating  the  Irish 
registration,  and  it  might  be  necessary  to 
deal  with  this  misdemeanour  separately 
as  regarded  Ireland  ;  he  was  not  able  to 
assure  the  House  that  any  measure  would 
be  introduced  this  Session  with  regard  to 
Scotland ;  he  had  stated  the  facts  that 
induced  him  to  think  it  expedient  why 
this  bill  should  be  settled  as  it  affected  all 
the  United  Kingdom.  But  if,  on  the 
other  band,  it  should  be  the  opinion  of 
the  House,  that  it  would  be  better  upon 
Ihe  whole  to  deal  with  the  question  sepa- 
rately with  ree;ard  to  each  part  of  the 
kingdom,  he  should  be  ready  to  agree  to 
that  course ;  in  the  former  case,  the  legis- 
lation for  England  might  form  the  basis 
for  that  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

Lord  Harry  Vane  wished  the  House 
should  clearly  understand  the  terms  upon 
which  he  would  consent  to  postpone  for 
the  present  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill.  He  had  listened  with  very  great 
attention  to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronety  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  and  it  appeared  to 
him,  that  the  objections  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  might  have  better  been  orged  on 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  said,  that  from  what  he 
had  learned  with  regard  to  elections  in 
this  country,  the  offence  of  fraudulent 
personation  of  voters  was  not  sufficiently 
extensive,  sufficiently  notorious,  or  suffi* 
ciently  general,  to  make  it  worth  while  to 
enact  a  specific  remedy  for  the  evil.  Now 
he  was  of  a  different  opinion  upon  that 
subject.  The  right  hon.  Baronet,  how- 
ever, had  said,  that  he  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  House,  and  that  if  the  House  dis- 
agreed  with  him  upon  that  point,  he 
,  ahoold  introduce  provisions  similar  to 
those  contained  in  the  measure  before  the 
House  into  his  English  Registration  Bill. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  gone  on  to 
say,  that  in  case  he  saw  reason  to  approve 
of  the  provisions  in  England,  he  should 
also  introduce  analogous  clauses  into  his 
Irish  Registration  Bill.  He  thought 
therefore  it  was  very  desirable,  that  the 
opinion  of  the  House  should  ^*  '^^^n  as 
to  whether  it  was  desirable  tl  '^b- 

ject  should  become  ibc  ob  *- 


tive  interference.  He  shooM,  Ihodbn. 
divide  the  House  open  the  first  dnw, 
with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  feeHngiof  ihe 
House  upon  the  iobject,  and  if  the  Hmhs 
should  decide  in  favoor  of  the  pripci|J»  of 
the  measure,  he  would  then  withdraw  Che 
bill,  conceiving  that  the  right  luM.  B»« 
ronet  had  given  what  anKwnted  to  m 
pledge,  that  he  should  introdues  iato  hii 
English  Registration  Bill  clamei 
lated  to  meet  the  objects  of  the 
measure. 

Sir  J.  Graliam  did  not  think,  that  if 
the  House  were  then  to  divide  upon  Ihs 
clause,  the  result  of  the  division  wonld  he 
satisfactory,  as  many  hon.  Memlien  eb- 
jected  to  details  involved  in  that  denes. 

Mr.  C.  H^ood  said,  that  enjthing  se 
preposterous  there  coakl  not  he,  ee  on  Ihe 
assertion  of  any  individael  who  B^hl 
chance  to  be  present,  to  take  e  msn  inte 
custody  and  keep  him  impriaooed  fcr 
twelve  hours,  till  two  magislrstee  oooU  be 
provided,  when  perhaps  there  might  he 
no  means  of  providing  those  mngialiel 
That  was  a  proposal  which  no  Gcni  ~ 
in  that  House  would,  he  was  sora, 
tain.  It  was  clear,  that  by  taking  As 
sense  of  the  House  on  the  first  danss^ths 
question  woukl  not  be  decided.  HawonU 
recommend  to  the  hon.  Gentlennn  la 
withdraw  the  bill  for  the  present,  and  it 
could,  after  a  consultation  with  the  G^ 
vernment,  be  decided,  either  dttt  tte 
whole  qaeation  should  be  enhodied  in  ane 
bill,  or  that  separate  bills  fiir  Enriend» 
Ireland,  and  Scotland,  ■hooM  ha  latoo* 
duced,  with  provisions  applyiag  to 
different  circamstances  of  eech  eonntrj. 

Sir  J.  Oraham  suggested  to  the  ' 
Gentleman  to  move,  that  the  Cbaii 
report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  ait  ^ 
Let  the  hon.  Member  keep  the  bill  ia  iH 
present  condition  till  the  Registialion  Mi^ 
for  the  committee  on  which  he  had  given 
notice  for  Monday  next,  should  go  into 
committee,  and  if  the  neasnrs  then  eak 
mitted  to  the  House  did  not  nMet  the 
views  of  hon.  Oentlemea,  the  hon.  Men* 
ber  could  then  carry  forward  his  measara. 

Mr.  Ltddell  said,  after  what  had  lidlaa 
from  the  rieht  hon.  Baronet,  he  considtied 
that  the  object  be  had  in  view  had 
obtained.  His  object  was  not  a 
one,  but  tn  «^  «d  end  to  a  great  paUie 
(rrievanc  "oakl  follow  the  eoaise 

suggests  kt  hon.  Baronet,  end 

moved.  tea  lapoct 

gress,  •  agaia. 
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Mr.  CrippB  wbhed  to  know,  whether  it 
were  the  intention  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet to  persevere  in  moving  the  leoood 
reading  of  the  Registration  Bill  oo  Mob* 
day  next  ? 

Sir  J.  Graham  said,  that  the  bill  bad 
been  printed  this  day,  and  would  be  in 
the  bands  of  Members  to-morrow,  and  if, 
under  such  circumstances,  hon.  Members 
thought  that  Monday  would  be  too  early 
a  day  for  the  second  reading,  be  would 
have  no  objections  to  postpone  it,  but  be 
thought  they  might  read  it  a  second  time 
on  Monday,  going  into  the  details  in  com- 
mittee. 

House  resumed. 

The  Chairman  reported  progress.  Com- 
mittee to  sit  again. 

FoROBD  Exchequer  Bills.]  On  the 
question  that  the  forged  Exchequer  Bills 
Bill  be  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  fV.  Wiliiams  expressed  his  dis* 
satisfaction  with  the  principle  upon  which 
tills  bill  wss  founded,  and  protested  against 
the  taxing  of  the  people  to  the  extent  of 
262,000/.,  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
compensation  for  these  forgeries.  He 
called  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer to  state  in  explicit  terms  how  be 
would  deal  with  any  future  Excbequer 
bills  that  might  be  forged.  There  were  ao 
provisions  in  the  present  bill  that  afforded 
a  security  to  the  public  against  the  repe» 
tition  of  similar  forgeries.  He  did  not  wish 
to  comment  upon  the  manner  in  which  the 
different  claimants  had  been  classilled, 
but  he  could  not  help  observing  that  the 
case  of  Mr.  Inglis,  to  whom  compensation 
was  refused,  appeared  to  be  an  extreoMly 
bard  one.  He  knew  nothing  of  that  Cleo- 
tleman,  but  looking  at  the  evidence  that 
had  been  given  in  his  case,  he  could  not 
understand  why  his  claim  was  rejected. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in 
reply  to  the  question  which  the  boo.  Oea* 
tieman  had  put  to  him,  as  to  what  courae 
he  would  take  in  the  event  of  fbture  for* 
geries  of  Exchequer  bills,  coold  only  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  another  question— -if, 
four  years  ago,  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer)  could  have  supposed  that  a 
fraud  of  this  kind  would  have  been  com* 
mitted,  and  had  asked  the  hon.  Gentle* 
man  what  course  he  would  take  with 
respect  to  it,  would  the  hon.  Gentleman 
have  been  able  to  give  him  any  definite 
answer.  The  fact  was,  that  the  whole  case 
was  a  very  extraordinary  one.    Annmbes 


of  cireumstencea  had,  in  this  one  instance^ 
combined  to  facilitate  the  fraud,  whiob 
were  never  again  likely  to  combuM  to* 
gether.  For  150  jaars  previone  no  in« 
stance  bad  been  known  of  a  forgery  of 
Excheqner  bilhi :  nor  did  he  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer)  believe  that  the 
forgery  could  have  been  effected  in  this 
instance  but  for  the  corruption  of  the  par- 
ticular officer  who  was  guilty  of  the  fraud. 
When  the  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the 
measures  now  adopted,  afibrded  oo  pro* . 
tection  against  the  repetttkin  of  the  fraud, 
he  most  be  alfewed  to  difier  ffom  the  hon. 
Member.  The  pracaotioni  taken  were 
such  as,  he  believed,  would  place  it  beyond 
the  skill  of  the  most  ingenfona  person  to 
repeat  the  forgery.  The  rtgnlaUona  now 
adopted  with  remet  to  Biobeqner  UHa 
were  such,  as  in  nia  cqmih»n,  to  render  a 
forgery  of  them  bnposaible,  even  thMfh 
the  same  oombinatwn  of  indMdnnla  and 
of  circumstances,  that  had  existed  in  the 
recent  case,  should  again  occur.  He  ad* 
mitted  that  there  was  sense  anperent 
hardship  in  the  case  of  Mr.  logUs,  bnt 
contended  that  the  claim  of  thatgentleasaft 
was  against  Mr.  Morgan,  with  whom  the 
billa  were  deposited,  and  not  against  the 
Government. 

Mr.  JBOcCt  ipeddngalike  from  a  know- 
ledge of  Mr.  Ingiia,  and  of  the  eiienm- 
stancea  under  wnieli  his  kisa  had  bean 
incurred,  pressed  upon  the  Oosnmmmit 
the  very  great  harnbip  of  Us  ease.  Nn 
one  who  bd  looked  into  tbn  evidenee  of 
the  case  eonld  qoeatlon  that  Mr.  Inriia 
was  an  innocent  aoffimr  ftom  the  fhand  of ' 
n  poblio  servant.  Upon  what  poasiUe 
grwind  then,  was  hiadaHn  tajeelsd  t  He 
trusted  diat  the  Chanodbr  of  the  Bieho- 
quer,  convinced  ea  he  mnal  necessarily  be. 
of  the  great  hardship  of  thb  caea,  and  of 
the  perfect  justice  of  Mr.  InglisTs  daim,- 
wouid  consent  to  reconsider  tlM  caaob  and 
to  place  Mr.  IngUa'a  nnssn  wpon  the  liat  of 
those  who  were  to  raeaivn  eonpenaathin. 

Mr.  M.  Aiimni  eonirmed  the  alate- 
ment  of  the  hnn.  Measber  for  Coveatiy 
(Mr.  Emaa)^  aa  to  the  grant  hmdabip  of 
Mr.  InglisBs  ease,  and  eiprssied  a  decided 
opinkm  that  it  wonld  only  he  foir  and 
jnatthattlMt  genthnnnn  afeonhl  becMi-. 

Boaated.    If  heweienoCtbeliinngirtihnl 
r.  India  wooM  hnvo  ranaew  In  mwiplain  - 
of  havteg  been  treated  wiihr  fnei>ifr- 
jnstieew  -.     '  *     a; 

The  CtflRMMbf  e^  lie  JBbMftsoMT'foll' 

iikM  if  tlwciMM  S Ma.  h(fikwmw^ 
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mittedy  it  would  in  fact,  amount  to  the 
granting  of  so  much  of  the  public  money, 
not  to  Mr.  Inglis,  but  to  Mr.  Morgan, 
whose  claims  were  rejected. 

Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Adjourned  at  half-past  six  o'clock. 


m^^»»»»»»*9^» 


HOUSE  OF    LORDS, 
Thursday f  February  23,  1843. 

MiNurn.]    Bills.    puUie^l*-  Forged  Exchequer  Bilbt 
Tnnspoited  Convicti ;  Corcmer^  Inquests. 
f*-  House  of  Lords*  Otths. 

PBTmoNS  Prmbntid.  By  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne, 
ftom  the  Union  of  Kcnmare  for  Alterations  in  the  Irish 
Pour  Laws.— By  the  Bishop  of  Bangor,  flrom  Manchester, 
Wrexham,  Kinnerly,  Llanyeil,  Cilcen,  Derwen,  Llang- 
wstenin,  Llanferrers,  Tryddyn,  Eghwys,  Rhos,  Bettws 
Caedowen,  St.  Martin's,  Shropshire,  Uanfiur-telhaiam, 
DyATD,  Clwyd,  Bristol,  Holywell,  St  Asaphs,  Ysceifiog, 
Llangwyfkn,  Denbigh,  Llanydian,  Clocaenog,  Festiniog, 
Maentwiog,  LlanfUrynghomroy,  Llanbado,  against  the 
Union  of  the  Sees  of  St  Asaph  and  Bangor.— By  a  noble 
Lord  ftom  Llan-^idr>tatfauam  and  Marston,  St.  Law- 
rence, fbr  the  Extension  of  the  Church  of  England. 

CiiURCu  OF  Scotland.]  Lord 
Campbell  rose  to  put  a  question  to  her 
Majesty's  Ministers,  of  which  he  had 
given  notice — namely,  whether  it  were 
their  intention  to  bring  in  any  measure 
with  the  view  of  settling  the  disputes  that 
at  present  unhappily  disturbed  the  Church 
of  Scotland?  Rumours  were  abroad 
that  her  Majesty's  Government  would 
perhaps  bring  in  a  bill  on  the  subject,  and 
it  was  of  importance  that  it  should  be 
known  whether  there  were  any  foundation 
for  those  rumours,  for  if  false  expectations 
were  entertained,  mischievous  conse- 
quences might  ensue. 

Lord  Whamcliffe  said,  there  had  lateiy 
been  a  decision  of  the  Court  of  Session 
respecting  what  were  called  the  quoad 
sacra  parishes,  and  an  appeal  against  that 
decision  had  been  sent  up  to  the  House 
of  Lords.  Until  that  appeal  had  been 
decided,  it  would  be  impossible  for  her 
Majesty's  Government  to  determine  whe- 
ther or  no  they  would  propose  a  measure 
on  the  subject  to  Parliament.  Should 
that  decision  be  confirmed,  Government 
were  of  opinion  that  inconveniences  might 
arise  with  respect  to  Church-cxtcnsion ; 
and,  therefore,  would  feel  disposed  to  ori- 
ginate some  measure  to  meet  the  inconve- 
nience. With  respect  to  the  second  part 
of  the  question,  he  meant  the  question  of 
what  was  generally  called  Non-intrusion, 
her  Majesty's  Government  had  lately  laid 
down  their  views  on  the  subject  in  a  letter 
which  had  been  made  public,  and  to  those 


views  it  was  tbeir  intentioo   Mrielly  to 
adhere* 

Lord  Brougham  said^  it  wonld 
be  inexpedient  to  prooouDca  any 
or  to  take  any  legislative  step,  wlulc  tbt 
quoad  sacra  question  was  pending  betot 
their  Lordships.    But  thai  quMtaon»  k 
should  be  observed,  had  do  oonncsion 
whatever,  had  no  reference  whatever^  had 
no  bearing  whatever,  let  the  deciaion  of 
their  Lordships'  House  be  what  it  might. 
on   the  question  of  noD-intnieicNi.      He 
was  glad,  therefore,  to  hear  the  dedonlioo 
of  the  noble  Lord,  that  the  Govemacnt 
intended  strictly  to  adhere  to  the  prii 
pies  laid  down  in  the  very  able,  ~ 
judicious  and  learned  argument    of  his 
right  hon.  Friend,  the  Secretary  far  the 
Home  Department.     He  had  read  that 
argument  with  the  greatest  eatiafaetaoa, 
and  in  every  word  of  it  (with  the  eieei^ 
tion,  perhaps^  of  one  passage,  whiehne 
regretted,  because   it    might   be 
derstood  and  leave  room  for 
expectation  that  the  question  vonU  he 
opened  again)  he  entirely  coincided.    The 
question  had  been  argued  in   the  cifl 
courts,  and  it  had  been  brought 
their  Lordships;  and  the  deciaion  in 
case  was  directly  opposed  to  the  claia 
that  had  been  set  up  by  the  charch.    The 
law,  therefore,  had  been  dechured  to  the 
church  of  Scotland  by  the  highest 
rity — by  the  only  authority  that  ia 
kingdom    could    declare  what    the 
truly  was.     He  was  deeply  grieved 
a  part  of  the  church^ie  was  afraid  a 
majority  of  the  church  —  that  is  of  ils 
pastors — rejected  that  decision,  and 
hered  to  their  own  wilful  and 
errors.      He   was  sorry  that  those  who 
were  the  representatives  of  the  chmcli  of 
Scotland,  and  who  ought  to  appear  ia  the 
character  of  peacemakers  and  minisleffs  of 
the  gospel,  who  should  in  that  chsradar 
set  an  example  to  their  fellow-aobjects  of 
willing,  prompt,  and  complete  obedience 
to  the  law  of  the  land,  had  adopted  aa 
opposite  course,  and  placed  themselves  ia 
a  position  of  discreditable  resistance  to  iL 
They  insisted  upon  the  right  of  deciding 
on  all  spiritual  questions,    and  nohody 
grudged  them  that  right;  but  the  inioler^ 
able  claim  they  further  set  up  was,  that 
on  each  question  they  should  be  the  aok 
judges  whether  it  was  a  spiritual  or  a  civil 
(|uestion.     In  other  words,  thev  assu 
to  themselves  a  jurisdiction  which  wasi 
trary  to  the  law,  and  went  to  set  all  l%% 
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No  well-governed  country— no  cWilized 
community — no  properly-establiahed  Go- 
vernment could  exist — if  within  its  limits^ 
there  was  an  authority  greater  than  the  law, 
and  vested  with  power  that  went  beyond 
those  even  of  the  Legislature  itself.  He 
was  exceedingly  glad  that  the  Government 
intended  to  act  in  the  manner  which  had 
just  been  announced.  They  would  thus  put 
an  end  to,  and  cut  off  all  the  hopes  of 
these  parties  who  thought  that,  by  holding 
out  longer  against  the  courts  of  law,  they 
would  finally  prevail  not  only  over  the 
authority  of  the  law,  but  over  the  Parlia- 
ment itself.  It  would  show  them  that  they 
had  no  chance  whatever  of  accomplishing 
what  they  wished — of  having  their  vain 
and  extravagant  claims  recognized  and 
submitted  to.  As  to  enacting  new  laws — 
as  to  framing  new  acts  of  Parliament-^as 
to  sanctioning  new  statutes,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  settling  this  question,  it  would  be 
only  giving  these  parties  another  opportu- 
nity of  flying  in  the  face  of  the  decision 
of  the  courts-— of  refusing  to  acquiesce  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Legislature ;  it  would 
be  giving  them  new  laws  to  break  before 
they  submitted  to  the  old  ones;  and  it 
would,  therefore  be  an  entirely  vain, 
and,  in  his  opinion,  a  wholly  undignified 
course. 

The  Earl  of  Minto  expressed  his  entire 
satisfaction  at  the  answer  which  had  been 
given  to  his  noble  and  learned  Friend^ 
and  he  was  sure  that  that  answer  would 
give  great  satisfaction  to  a  larger  portion  of 
the  people  of  Scotland  inasmuch  as  it 
would  tend  to  put  an  end  to  that  state  of 
uncertainty  which,  more  than  anything 
else,  had  been  the  means  of  keeping  up 
the  agitation  on  this  subject,  and  it  would 
procure  for  the  Government  a  degree  of 
support  from  the  Church  and  the  country 
in  that  kingdom,  which,  perhaps,  noUe 
Lords  opposite  were  not  prepared  to  ex- 
pect. Numbers  had  hitherto  withheld 
their  support,  in  consequence  of  the 
doubts  entertained  as  to  the  course  which 
would  be  taken  by  the  Government.  He 
understood  the  answer  of  the  noble  Lord 
precisely  in  the  same  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  received  by  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  who  had  just  sat  down,  and  he 
repeated  the  expression  of  hit  perfect 
satisfaction  with  that  answer. 

Lord  Campbell  said,  that  feeling  the 
great  importance  of  the  subject,  he  wis 
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seas  some  influence  in  bringing  this  con- 
troversy to  a  settlement.      Ke  did  not 
Uame  the  church  of  Scotland  for  pais- 
iog  the  veto  law*     Great   abuses  had 
existed    in   the   exercise    of.  patronage, 
and    that  law   had   been    passed    with 
the    fair   and    laudable  object   of  cor« 
recting  those  abuses.    He  did  not  blame 
the  church  of  Scotland  for  acting  on  the 
veto  law,  until  that  law  had  been  declared 
by  their  Lordships  to  be  illegal.    The 
church  had  a  right  to  take  the  opinion  of 
the  court  of  the  highest  jurisdiction  in  the 
kingdom  on  the  subject ;  bat  he  did  se- 
verely blame  the  cbarch  of  Scotland  for 
continuing  to  act  upon  that  law  after  it 
had  been  declared  to  be  lU^pal.    lliere 
had  been  two  decisions  of  theic  Lordships 
in  the  two  Auchterarder  cases,  and  both 
those  decisions  left  the  spiritual  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  church  of  Scotland  unimpaired. 
But  now  it  was  said,  that  patronage  ought 
to  be  abolished.    Why,  patronage  had 
been  made  a  condition  of  the  ettaUiah- 
ment  of  the  church  of  Scotland*    It  bad 
been  expressly  stipulated,  that  the  rights 
of  lay  patrons  should  be  preserved,  and 
those  very  penona  who  now  made  a  claia 
for  the  abolition  of  patronage,  had  them- 
selves entered  the  church  upon  the  pre- 
sentation of  patrons.    He  would  next  al- 
lude to  the  demand  to  which  hia  noble 
and  learned  Friend  had  referred  about 
jnrisdiction.    It  was,  that  an  aetof  Par« 
liament  should  be  passed,  entirely  pre- 
venting the  civil  courts  from  question- 
ing  t^  decisions  of  the  Eeckaiattieal 
Courts.     This  demand  aroae  from    the 
clergy    misunderstanding    the    gronnda 
upon  which  the  ooarta  of  Sootland  had 
proceeded.    ,  What    these    courts    had 
done,  had  been  done  upon  just  and  legal 
grounds.     If  a  Prepbylerj  hid  sought 
to  depose  a  minister  because  he  was  un- 
learned, heterodox,  or  immoral,  than  the 
Civil  Courts  would  not  interfere.    But  if 
it  sought  to  depose  a  Minister  on  frivohma 
grounds,  aueb,  for  instance,  as' that  he  waa 
six  feet  high,  or  that  hia  hair  waa  of  a  par- 
ticnlar  cotonr,  why  then  there  being  no 
good  or  substantial  reason  for  hia  depoai- 
tion,  the  court  would  bterfere,  beesnae 
such  a  proceeding  would  be  a  niillity.    It 
waa  not  interfering  with  the  mritnal  juria* 
diction  of  the  Ecclesiastical  CSourU  toci»  . 
anune  tlw  grounds  of  their  decision.    In 
England,  the  distinctiott  waa  fiunUiar  to . 


not  without  a  hope  that  even  auch  an  evwy  lawjer.   If  the  EedeaiaBtical  Conrtii 
humble  individual  as  himself  might  pen- ftprooMded  to  depoea  a  deifjman  beeauin 
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his  conduct  was  immoral,  do  court  in 
Westminster  Hall  would  interfere  with  the 
decision.  But  if  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts 
should  proceed  to  deposition  without  just 
and  leg:al  grounds,  the  courts  of  common 
law  would  grant  a  prohibition  ;  and  if  the 
parties  proceeded  in  spite  of  that  prohibi- 
tion, it  would  be  followed  up  by  the  at- 
tachment and  imprisonment  of  the  person 
so  oflTendin^.  The  demands  made  by  the 
church  of  Scotland  were  wholly  inadmis- 
sible, and  had  very  properly  been  rejected 
by  her  Majesty's  Government.  He  might, 
however,  be  allowed  to  express  a  hope  that 
a  reasonable  view  would  still  be  taken  of 
the  question,  and  that  the  calamity  might 
yet  be  avoided  of  a  secession  of  nearly 
half  the  clergy  from  the  church.  He 
looked  to  the  consequences  of  such  a  se- 
cession with  grief  and  apprehension.  Not 
that  he  sympathised  with  the  leaders  in 
the  movement.  The  tclat  that  they  would 
acquire  would  secure  them  against  any 
serious  inconveniences,  even  if  they  should 
renounce  their  connection  with  the  church. 
But  it  would  k>e  very  different  with  the  poor 
clergymen  in  obscure  parts  of  the  country, 
and  it  made  his  heart  bleed  to  think  of  the 
situation  in  which  they  would  place  them- 
selves and  their  families.  Their  Lordships 
might  be  aware  that  there  was  a  fund  for 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  ministers 
of  the  church  of  Scotland,  which  was  of 
the  greatest  benefit,  but  the  advantages  of 
which  would  be  lost  by  the  families  of 
those  ministers  who  seceded  from  the 
church.  He  hoped,  however,  there  was 
still  time  for  reflection,  that  the  secession 
would  not  take  place,  or  that  it  would  be 
found  to  be  harmless,  and  that  the 
church  of  Scotland  would  still  retain  her 
motto— wee  iamen  consttmebatur. 
Subject  at  an  end. 

Poor-Laws  (Ireland).]  The  Mar- 
quess of  Lamdowne  presented  a  petition 
from  a  considerable  Poor-law  Union  in 
the  south  of  Ireland,  praying  that  consi- 
derable changes  might  be  made  in  the 
Irish  Poor-law.  In  presentin;^  thii;  pcti- 
tion,  he  begged  he  might  not  be  under- 
stood as  giving  any  o[»inion  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  hud  reason  to  bi'litve  that  her 
Majesty's  Ministers  had  institiitrd  in(|uiry 
into  the  operation  of  the  Poor- laws  in 
Ireland,  and  he  was  willing  (o  ^K^/lr  ^f^e 
result  of  that  inquiry. 

House  adjonrncd. 
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knd)  I    FanigMn    If atiB 

Ofltaden;  Pitnwhmwt  of 

rommittnL— Coal  Vcndon 

JVlKv/r.— 4*'  Cromliiad 

wick  tnd  Leamingtoa  U 

Paving  t    Birlcenbead 

ment. 
PCTfTioirB  Priskictbii.     By  Sir  II*  H.  Ii^l^ 

O.  Stanley,  fhm  Llannaiydd*  Wrashan, 

deaconry  of  Exsex,  Deanery  of  RoehfimI, 

ofSanun,  Windsor  and  EtoD  Ctniidi 

agaimt  the  Unioii  oT  the  SavoT  SL 

—By  Mr.  D.  Barclay. 

cipatioQ  of  the  Jews  fhxn  cItU 

fhim  the  nme  pliee,  md  hy  Mr.  OkM, 

and  Mr.  T.  S.  DuDoombe,  fnm  SLJamit^  (Wi 

for  the  Repeal  of  the  IiM0ine4Bu— By  Mb  IL 

from  Carrickmacroii,  afafaat  the  trhk 

Grange,  and  Bonofwmmnen  OoDUria^  Ibr  lh» 

the  Mhiei  and  CoUkrlei  Act.— Faa 

ting  the  Houn  of  Labour.— FktMi 

the  Repeal  of  the  Com-lawi.— By  Mr.  T.  8. 

from  the Tofivcr  Hanlcti,  iarlM|iiiiy  iatotka 

ings  of  the  late  Special 

Wutburv.  Miniterley,  and  the  AnMamomf  of 

Church   Extcaiion.~Froin  DalDy.  ft*  a 

the  Scotch  Church  Qiwitliai,    Vimn  Ihi 

of  EtKx,  Ibr  aineodinf  the  Pmodbial 

Corn-laws.]  Mr.  G.  Bojiiks  rate  lo 
put  the  question,  of  which  he  had  giiM 
notice,  to  the  hon.  Member  for  DoafriBiL 
Perhaps  that  hon.  Member  wonld  be  mi 
enough  to  state  as  neerly  at  ha  could  the 
terms  of  the  motion  which  it  waa  hie  b- 
tention  to  submit  to  the  Uouie  Desl  veak 
relative  to  the  Corn-law. 

Mr.  Ewari  said,  ooDtidering  that,  ia 
the  present  state  of  the  coootrj,  whcthar 
the  agricultural  or  the  nanafacturinf  m^ 
terest  was  regarded,  it  was  impoaar  '  '  ' 
the  existing  Corn-law  thoold  c 
["  Order."] 

Mr.  G.  Banket  wished  the  hoo.  Ifam* 
ber  to  state  the  terms  of  his  anolioo. 

Mr.  Ewart  said,  he  had  placed  _ 

the  paper;  but  if  the  hon.  Member 

him  to  explain  them  he  waa  readj  lo  d« 
so.     He  begged  that  they  might  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  words  of  iha 
lution,  to  the  effect, 

"  Tliat,  it  having  been  ackoowledfad  aa  ika 
part  of  the  Ministry  of  this  coantry^  that  llw 
present  Corn -law  i*  not  a  seulemeat  al  llw 
qiiotioii,  and  theru  bein^  reasonable  gnNiBis 
for  hclit'vin^  that  the  existence  of  luch  bw 
will  bo  of  >hort  duration,  it  it  just  aad  ei 
(lirnt  that  a  Mate  of  uncertainty, emban 
and  unf.iir  t'-  >»  Africa i la risis,  and  Inj 
to  conuner-  «*  be  put  an  end  lo, 

me;LMjrifs  i  and  final 

adopted  v  'lalay.' 

Mr.  ( 
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the  motion  came  on,  he  WottM  Abire  Sh 
amendment  to  the  hon.  MMiHSi'M  tttdlMh^ 

Ciitji^cH  OF  StibtlAKB.]  Mr;  OMif- 
bell,  seeing  thfe  H^ht  hob.  Birt^nit  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  UdRltl  pe|toH. 
mettt  iti  his  plad^,  bagged  tdhsk  thtiqiieii- 
tioh,  of  which  be  had  giW^ri  taotit^^  K^ 
speckling  ihe  Chtirch  of  Bcotiahd.  Consi- 
dering the  extreme  nels^ssity  Of  the  cMI| 
and  (he  inxiety  felt  on  the  sblncidf,  both 
#iihin  Ihe  Hbute  and  biit  of  it,  he  Hoped 
that  hie  should  hate  as  explicit  an  Aniki^i 
ai  possible.  He  Wrished  to  khdw  Whether 
her  MajHty's  GbVernmenl  idt^Hded  td 
bring  forward  any  ideasiire  regatdin^  (hb 
ChiiHJh  of  Stfotlatid,  And  if  tb,  #heth6^  the 
tight  hott.  Baronet  Wbiild  inibmlt  the  Mea- 
gre td  the  Hoase  In  the  coofsb  bf  the  n^itt 
n^eek? 

Sir  /.  GHtham  fblt  fftry  much  bbllged 
to  His  hon.  Friend  for  haVidg  given  Hjlii 
such  explicit  hbtice  of  the  termi  of  the 
question  he  nleant  tb  put,  ahd  it  was  his 
earnest  deiilfe  to  git e  as  explii^it  bh  an- 
swer td  his  hon.  Friend  sis  his  scfnie  of 
duty  permitfed.  Sidce  thik  qbestibn  ^ni 
last  brdttght  under  the  notice  df  thd  HbUie, 
a  most  iMpbHarit  decisidri  HM  b^eb  (mM. 
ddUn^ed  by  the  Gburt  df  Seeiidn  affdi^ting 
the  Church  of  ScotiMrid,  MlatlVd  td  the 
pbwer  df  thai  chb^db  td  staMiVidl^  M\Af^ 

wtihdtit  the  ibteNentidH  « iM  dif  il  fff^ele. 

llvitt  (feciston  HM  bfteti  MRti  to  ttUl 

HddM  df  Lercli,  befSfti  ahm  m  animi 

tidA  Was  now  pedfling,  add  if  blBrmed  by 
the  Lefdft,  it  Wbold  inf^rrelre  #ilH  the 
fight  chiioted  b^  the  ^httNsH  Id  ^m 
parishes  quoad  stUiHii,  In  iddfa  dirdott- 
stances^  it  would  hot  be  bddddiibff  tb  edrt^ 
template  the  varidUs  cbntldj^nciei  Which 
Rlight  arise,  biit  there  wtts  k  dobtingebey 
^hidh  he  thodght  he  might  ddbtediiMiite-^ 
that  that  judgment  nl^ht  be  affi^bied. 
Without  presuihittff  in  the  sifghtdtft  ii" 
gree  to  question  tHdt  judgidebt,  it  Mi 
alleged  that  the  dxMbUdfi  df  it  Wodki 
operate  e§  a  serious  impedHndbt  ttr  (Ml 
meeds  which  the  Chdi^dh  df  ScdtUtfiil  ^^ 
sesled  fbr  extenditig  itself  to  iddet  tb# 
growing  wants  of  the  people  of  Sidotlabd, 
and  also  as  an  obstrdction  to  Presbyterian 
spiritual  discipline.  If  it  shddid  be  fbdnd 
that  judgnieni  should  be  affi^died,  bdd  bef 
Majesty's  Go?erndient  should  tbblk  tHit 
such  was  likely  to  be  tH€f  eSbet  df  <lid 
jddgfdeifft  so  affirmed,  Gofefttftient  wodld 
not  be  indisposed  to  prdpolhi  to  t'erlia- 
nieftt  legislatimi  ob  Ihd  mfiM.    AddtlM' 


bmheb  of  this  ioM^t  which  had  beeb  be« 
fdfis  uttde^  the  hdfldb  df  the  OdMei  Wli, 
wh«t  Wai  <«klled  tbd  qliditidH  of  dbd -ittlfU. 
imi  Bm%  this  fHldjbet  Wal  list  bieb- 
tibned  IH  iPaniatbdttt.  ihe  ddlibdrkte  ojpL 
hidd  df  hei^  MljeitV*^  dd^^Mibbnl  had 
bi^h  plaeed  do  reddtd  lb  K  fettbr  kAAhfUid, 
by  himself,  ob  ttie  ptti  bf  the  t3d<e^b- 
nlent,  to  the  mbdeiratdr  bt  the  G^bdttl 
Assetnbly.  Tb  thb  drfndipl^l  ddd  bf>itti6rib 
coiitairied  ib  ih&t  lett^l*  bet  Majbiity^ii  db- 
ferndient  Mi'ictly  MhbNid.  l6|odd  the 
limits  of  those  principles  ind  tnoie  dfil. 
nidba,  it  was  impoUible  M  hbf  ttl^dity'i 
GoVerniriebl  fd  bitpdie  tbjf  l^tslativd 
nieaibre;  bdt  hh  hbd.  Fffdbff  likdd 
whetHdf^  ib  thd  dottni  bi  Mkl  Webk.  it 
Wbi  the  int^dtidh  df  MlBiitM  td  MMf 
/orWkl^  dUy  Ui^Utb  dd  the  kdBjddt.  Hi 
cdbceifed  thit  his  bbH.  f^HMd  dillitldtl^ 
limited  his  dbbitiod  td  tfab  btdtidii  dbddt 
to  be  diddi  By  the  right  hod.  Menibbir  fdlf 
Perth,  Whd  fjrdpbiid  tb  fefer  iHd  ddtitiSb 
of  the  Cidderal  Asienibl#»  AM  ^It  dlfcifit 
of  Hght,  td  d  «dbilttiltbd  of  thd  Whdib 
Hddiie.  The  dSMtd  WhtdH  Wdulfl  tHbb 
erite  Wdbid  kOM  td  hbt  Mdjeitri  Mldtii 
terf  the  bttt  dbpdHddity  6r  itiUBI  td  tfid 
Hodab  the  at»bidili  ihejf  Hhtertd&ed  dh 
this  fabst  hnddrtiibt  dbeiitidfl»  rdi^ttttg 
thd  liHiiUi  df  tBd  tild  m  fedidiiiaUdil  ad^ 
ihority  id  Bdbllabd.  1^  thtl  dbBbrtU:- 
dity  fid  ihbdia  MMtfVb  Idifthhlt  M  lidMl 
Hit  tb  Idy  ofi  tbd  MttM,  tat  hb  WMiji 

itdtd  ftott  ikpami  {i&(  it  Wdi  dM  tali 

idtfedtldh  id  ttit  iMfd  bf  tttb  fiMid  tS 
bHdg  id  thy  idddadM  M  thb  wt|det 

Titd  TitrdiE  Hf  aMA.1  Mfc  WtUaU 
teeibg  tbb  ddUd  LoHl  Ab  MdAbbF  fdT 
Dorsetlfblf d  ib  Hii  dtlUM,  #M  td  dd:  dM 
Dobld  loHiilHwA  hillBtetllMi^diftef  M 
to^lienikm  Wtfh  tbd  GdWMttMf .  Kfi  6fi 

bit  owd  tafi^dfibillty,  (6  tabf  6ewl8  thb 

House  daring  the  prMbM  SMiibd  ttjf 
measure  for  comcting  the  abdadt  of  .the 
tifh^k  iyeidft,  ibt«  Witt  i  beSHiitlM  Ibd 


inddiftd  lail  Ml  t 
LoM 


diidd  od  tnii  littAdi  iMth  f  Ha  OdvMididlic* 

Ihtit  tmb  liafidMnd  il;  ttMf^  fkteiMf 
of  MdoMi  of  note  n§  MBBt  cfltM*  uin 
Mbuld  iloC  d6  in,  li«  i^iiMilfi(«<ll  Mm 

We  Mimoat  to  pmm  toju  atirtrt  t» 

tlie  HlMfM  »llKtl  ii«  diaiitt  4dM  ijMI 
dBeteMjf  idJ  y^Mw  <^  »  MifMt  Eft. 
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Parochial  Assessments — Tithes.] 
Sir  K,  Inglis  said,  he  had  received  so  many 
communications  on  the  subject  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  act  regulating  parochial  assess- 
ments, that  he  wished  to  know  if  the  subject 
had  occupied  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  whether  his  right  hon. 
Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Home  Depart- 
ment were  prepared  to  state,  on  the  part 
of  the  Govtrnment,  what  was  its  intention 
with  reference  to  an  alteration  in  the  pa- 
rochial assessments,  in  relation  to  the 
commutation  of  tithes? 

Sir  James  Graham  said,  he  had  already 
stated  to  the  House,  on  the  part  of  her 
Majesty's  Government,  that  in  the  course 
of  the  present  Session  it  was  intended  to 
propose  an  amendment  of  the  Poor-law, 
and  he  hoped  also  to  be  able  tobring  forward 
some  bill  respecting  the  law  of  settlement. 
He  thought  both  those  measures  ought  to 
precede  any  legislative  enactment  regard- 
ing   rating.       That    subject    had     been 
brought  by  his  direction  especially  under 
the  notice  of  the  Poor-law  Commissioners. 
His  hon.  Friend  was  aware  that,  at  present 
a  variety  of  valuations  took  place,  which 
made  the  rates  different  in  different  locali- 
ties.    The  whole  question  of  rating  and 
valuation   had    been    considered   by   the 
Poor-law  Commissioners  ;  their  report  was 
far   advanced,  though  not  yet  ready  for 
presentation,  and  he  hoped,  in  the  course 
of  the  present  Session,  to  lay  it  on  the 
Table.     It  was  a  very  important,  but  an 
intricate  and  difBcult  question,  and  af- 
fected so  many  interests,  that  he  thought 
it  but  right  the  report  should  be  considered 
by  the  community  for  some  time  previous 
to  any  legislation  on  the  subject.    It  was, 
therefore,  not  his  intention  to  propose  any 
new  legislative  measure,  but   he   should 
move  the  renewal,  for  one  year  more  of  the 
temporary  act  which  had  been  passed,  and 
was  now  in  force. 

The  New  Poou-Law.]  Mr.  JValter 
then  rose,  and  spuke  to  the  following: 
effect.  1  could  have  wished  that  it  h:id 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  some  ubic  or  more 
eminent  Member  to  have  brought  forward 
the  present  subject,  for  if  the  abihties  of 
him  who  brings  it  forward  aie  to  Lv 
weighed  or  measured  by  the  vast  ronse- 
qucnces  involved,  1  fear  that  I  shall  bo 
found  greatly  deficient.  If,  in''**-"'  1 
might  have  had  my  wish  indulge'* 
have  desired  that  htr  Majesty' 
themselves   would    have    take^ 


humane  and  coDstitutioDal  viev  of  the 
question,  for  sincerely  do  I  wish  then  to 
pursue  such  measures  as  will  secore  then 
the  love  of  the  people — I  meao  of  the 
people  taken  in  the  matt ;  end  there  it 
no  one  method  by  which   they  ceo   ao 
essentially  endear  tbemselvet  to  the  rmU 
body  of  the  country  at  larg^  as  by  deewi 
lishing,  what  I  am  sorry  to  toy  hes  been 
partially,  and  at  second  hand,  their  work, 
— namely,  the  New  Poor-law.     I  mm  too 
old  to  court  much  popularity  myself,  sad 
readily  would  1  transfer  whateTer  I  BMy 
have  attained   to   those    whose    generu 
course  of  policy  1  think  most  cslculeted 
to  appease  the  dissatisfaction,  and  restore 
the  prosperity  of  this  country.     I  will  ssk 
them  this  question  briefly — has  there  heen 
any  satisfaction,  any  good   tenperp  any 
adherence  of  the  humbler  classes  to  their 
employers  since  this  most  uafeelin[^  law 
has  been  invented  ?     Has  there  been  any- 
thing, in  fact,  in  the  country  butbnxiding 
discontent,  ever  ready  to  break  oat  into 
open  violence,  or  to  avenge  itself  by  secret 
mischief  ?    I  say  none.     Here  we  ere  is 
the  ninth  year  since  the  first  moresMBt 
aorainst  the  old  Poor-law  of  the  ooonlry, 
originating  with  one  of  the  greatest  sote- 
reigns~a  female,  too— that  the  land  ever 
knew;  the  very  object  of  whose  noUe 
policy  it  was  to  sustain  the  great  messes 
of  the  people  against  hereditary  opptes 
sion,  and  aristocratic  pride  —  **  fmwtan 
subjcctiSf  et  debellare  superbos  :'*  and  who, 
by  trusting  herself  and  her  throne  to  the 
support  of  the  people^not  to  family  in- 
fluences, or  herds  of  retainers— eet  the 
whole  world  at  defiance.    That  prindple 
of  hers,  the  new  law  does  not  reform,  does 
not  restore,  does  not  reinvigorste,  but  re- 
verses.   It  protects,  or  affects  to  proteet* 
the  great  landed  interests  first,  and  nest 
the  manufacturing  interests,  by  the  o^ 
pression,  by  the  very  destruction  of  these 
upon  whom  those  elevated  interests  rests, 
and  by  that  attempt  to  destroy  the  scry 
basis  of  all  human  society,  I  can  tell  yon 
that  those   more  elevated  interests  mnst 
ultimately  sink.     Every  other  foundation 
but   that  of  the  |>eople  is  a  sandy  one. 
The  winds  of  disaffection  will  blow — the 
tempest  of  popular  fury  will  begin  to  rage 
— and  down  will  come  your  structure  to 
tlie  ground     ^     "*•  called  this  New  Poor- 
law  an  in  -nd  such  literally  it  is^ 
It  is  the  of  legblation, 
'hrougli  I,  old  laws 
^ail  o'  ,  to  improfc  • 
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adapt  them  anew — to  cut  off  excrescences, 
and  invigorate  the  impaired  parts— to  re- 
store, to  reform,  but  not  to  convulse  or 
destroy.  But  what  has  been  the  course 
pursued  in  this  most  ominous  affair  ?  A 
new  invention,  new  to  history  as  to  the 
people,  was  struck  out.  Principles  and 
details,  men  and  machinery,  were  alike 
displaced.  That  class  of  men  who  acts 
as  parochial  officers  of  your  parishes,  and 
as  jurors  in  your  courts  of  law,  are  cast 
aside.  A  term  of  but  modern  invention  is 
adopted,  or  rather  filched  from  a  more  re- 
spectable institution,  that  of  "  guardians." 
But  what  are  '*  guardians**  intended  to  be 
under  this  new  act  ?  Mr.  Sheridan  has 
defined  the  office  of  a  similar  protector, 
appointed,  as  he  said,  to  exert  over  the 
unhappy  Peruvians  '*such  guardianship 
as  the  eagle  affords  the  lamb,  covering 
while  it  devours  its  prey.**  Such,  I  have 
ever  said,  is  the  character  of  this  New 
Poor-law,  and  I  have  subsequently  be- 
come possessed  of  a  document  which  jus- 
tified us  in  asserting  that  such  is  the  ac- 
tual object  of  those  who  brought  it  forward. 
I  will  now  read  to  the  House  a  passage 
from  that  report :— > 

^  That  at  any  time  after  the  ptssing  of  this 
act,  the  Board  of  Control  shall  nave  power,  by 
au  order,  with  such  exception  as  shall  M 
thought  necessary,  to  disallow  the  continuance 
of  relief  to  the  indigent,  the  aged,  and  the  im- 
potent, in  any  other  mode  than  in  a  workhouse, 
regulated  in  such  mariner  as  by  the  aforesaid 
Board  of  Control  shall  be  determined. 

"  The  power  of  the  commissioners  would 
be  to  reduce  allowances,  but  not  to  enlarge 
them. 

"  After  this  has  been  accomplished,  orders 
may  be  sent  forth,  directing  that  after  such  a 
day,  all  out-door  relief  should  be  given  partly  in 
kind ;  after  another  period  it  should  be  wholly 
in  kind;  that  after  such  another  period  it  should 
be  gradually  diminished  in  quantity,  until  that 
mode  of  relief  was  extinguished.  From  the  first, 
the  relief  should  be  altered  in  quality,  coarse 
brown  bread  being  substituted  for  fine  white ; 
and,  concurrently  with  these  measures  as  to  the 
out-door  poor,  a  gradual  reduction  should  be 
made  in  tne  diet  of  the  in-door  poor,  and  strict 
regulations  enforced." 

**  Hoc  fonte  derivata  clades, 
**  In  patriam  populumque  fluxit.*' 

I  have  quoted  the  words  of  the  earliest 
report  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  late 
Ministers,  and  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  termed  **  confidential,'*  the 
authors  being  afraid,  as  I  verily  believe 
them  to  be,  of  sending  it  forth  to  general 
cognizance  with  their  names   attached* 


That  confidential  communicatiop  was  foU 
lowed  by  a  report  which  was  laid  before 
the  House,  in  which  there  is  this  pas« 
sage : — 

"  As  one  barrier  to  the  incitease  of  expendi- 
ture in  the  detailed  manBgeii^enl,-the  commii* 
sioners  should  be  empowered  to  fix  a  maximus 
of  the  consumption  per  head  within  the  work- 
house, leaving  to  the  local  officers  the  liberty 
of  reducing  it  below  the  maximum,  if  they 
could  safely  do  so.    Do  it  safely  f 

Now  that,  I  think,  horrible  enough; 
but  yet  not  so  offensively  glaring  as  the 
confidential  communication  itself.  From 
that  dark  and  mysterious  source  sprang  the 
first  avowed  report  of  the  central  board  of 
Poor-law  Commissioners,  notof  thatexisting 
body  sometimes  called  the  Triumvirate,  hot 
of  the  eight  Commissioners— the  Bishops  of 
Loudon  and  Chester,  Mr.  Sturges  Bourne, 
Mr.  Senior,  and  four  other  persons  of  less 
note  or  activity— who  were  previously  set 
to  work  to  concoct  some  fresh  plan  for 
the  management  of  the  poor.  In  that  con- 
fidential report,  besides  the  cruel  ones 
which  I  have  mentioned,  there  was  a 
number  of  most  tyrannical  and  unconsti- 
tutional recommendations,  from  which, 
in  fact,  the  future  Commissioners — the 
Triumvirate— took  their  cue.  In  these 
abominable  suggestions,  directions,  and 
recommendations,  therefore  the  countnf 
has  the  very  foundation  of  the  bill  itself. 
Such  were  its  origin  and  its  objects— to 
inflict  progressively,  from  bad  to  worse,  a 
system  of  suffering  upon  onr  poorer  fellow- 
creatures,  which  really  oot-Herods  all  the 
discoveries  that  have  been  made  respect- 
ing the  treatment  of  the  negro  race,  in 
their  first  kidnappiog  and  subsequent 
transmission  to  tne  West  Indies  in  the 
floating  union-houses,  the  stave-traders. 
Great  ttreM  was  laid  on  the  (abrfeatwn  of 
the  Central  CommissioD,  upon  the  asserted 
fact  that  it  comprised  nen  of  all  parties, 
who  were  perfectly  unprejudiced.  I  could 
have  wished  that  thtj  had  had  some 
natural  prejudices  arteing  from  humane 
consideratioDs;  hot  I  believe  that  there 
was  not  a  member  of  that  commissioa 
whose  mind  was  not  made  up,  before  a 
single  witness  was  examined,  to  reeom- 
mend  or  introduce  something  of  a  most 
severe  and  oppressive  character.  Mr. 
Bowen,  of  Bnogewater,  has  proooonced 
this  law  a  Bill  of  Indictment  against  all 
the  poor  of  the  country.  The  Commis- 
'sbners  say  in  their  first  nport, 

*  The  duly  ef  soppoiting  pamls  andcUb 
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dren  in  oM  age  and  ioHrmity  i$  so  $troiiglj 
enforced  by  our  naiutal  Teclinga,  ihat  it  isoflen 
well  peifbnDett  even  amoog  saTages,  and 
aJmnal  alwajs  so  in  a  nation  deserving  the 
name  of  cifillzcd.  We  belicre  thai  Englaml 
ia  the  oalj  Kuropeaa  counlry  in  whidi  it  i« 
neglected ir  ihe  deficiencira  ,  foundwordibettMCalculBledtod 


wretched  piiuoee  lo  rriicra  (ha  diMrawaal 

keep  off  Ibe  pariih  olben  who  bid  as  aroA  at 

allA 

Could  the  kon.  HeoibeTt  if  he  had  !■•- 

rkcd  every  atonbonie  of  etoqucaet,  hmm 


of  parental  and  filiat  afiecliciD  are  lo  lie  tup- 
plied  by  the  parisli,  and  ibe  Dalural  ntotivn 
the  eietciae  of  those  viiiues  are  ihui  lo 
withdrawn,  it  nay  be  propei  to  eodeavoui 
replace  them,  however ' 
ttimuUnU,   and  to  oic 

ranli,  or  iinprisonment,  act  as  inbslilutea  fui 
gratitude  or  iove." 

Wbile    the    lower   claatet 
are   thns    libelled,    does    iio 

O.C.,  10  iho«  .1,0  i*-i  •].«"-  "f 'iiro't^^'SMTrdi, 

great    example   once    anbriled    bj    both  "  ■  :  .     , 

Houses  of  Parliament,  who  tliuughc  it 
necessary  to  stimulate  the  natural  afTec- 
lions  here  spoken  of,  not  by  pains  and 
penalties,  but  by  the  large  allowance  of 
10,000/.  a-year  for  the  trouble  of  visiting 
an  afflicted  father  once  a  week  ?  Now, 
contrast  this  character  of  the  people  so 
blackly  drawn  by  the  commissioners  with 
other  descriptions  of  the  same  people,  and 
upon  this  subject  1  bBTc  particnlar  plea- 
sure in  quoting  a  passage  from  a  letter  of 
the  Earl  of  Ripon  (o  one  of  our  colonial 
governors : — 

■'  'Vhe  name  of  pauper  (jaid  that  noble 
Lord)  by  lio  mcan^  implies,  as  seems  to  Imve 
been  supposed,  a  man  unable  or  uiiwillitii;  to 
woik— one  whose  infirmity  or  whose  idiene« 
would  djwiualify  him  from  becoroirig  an  useful 
settler.  (Jii  thi?  contrary,  the  whole  of  the 
married  lalmurers  in  many  of  the  parishes  of 
'  e  south  of  England  iDxy  be  correctly  descri- 


New  Poor  Law  in  il>e  eatiiDiliaB  vfmwmrj 
of  coffimoo  faunisnity  than  lbs  plsia 

whicb  1  have  i     ' 


«  proper  to  endeavour  to     „g„  ^^^^  j^  ^^    ^^  „^.,^  ^  ^ 

enL  ael  as  inbsli.utes  for  '  ^°'^^  0^  impnwomeal  IB  tha  WOtlrlliil, 
that  rather   than  tMir  fUnm^ 
,  ,    i  should  undereo   them,  ther 

ncoll„l,on  I  j,„  Jj  ,b,  ^^  •  B.1  il  ii 
purpose  that  1  adduce  thia  f 
wish  now  to  ask,  have  iheae  ■ 
the  character  which  ibe  CooNniHiaaan 
have  attempted  to  aflit  upon  them  f  Da 
ibcy  deserve  to  be  legislated  agiiaH  ia 
the  manner  the  present  Bill  lt%iilaiii 
against  tbem  ?  And  still  Bora,  oighl 
they  lo  be  subjected  to  thai  e*W-iaciaa>- 
iog  scale  of  cruelty  prncribtd  aad  bU 
down  by  the  private  report  sf  iht  «ght 
Comnussioners — that  private  layoff  §mm 
which  the  present  Bill,  with  iu  inaamMt 
at  Some rsc[- house,  originated?  Hov  iha 
principle  of  successrve  reporu  have  haca 
carried  oat  I  have  plenty  of  inataacaa  la 
lay  before  the  Hoiue.  Take  thia,  far  ai- 
ample,  from  Cirencester : — The  lulc  !■•»- 
ber  for  that  borough  said,  at  bit  pfeca  ■■ 
that  House,  that 


liedai   . 

n  depressed 
which  it  is  impossiUe  for  a  man,  liowever  in- 
dustrious, to  roamtain  a  family  without  receiv- 
ing parochial  relief.  ...  It  has  been 
found  lhat  the  idle  and  worlhlns  paupers  have 
frequently  bven  rendered  so  liy  ttie  hopelcss- 
nesit  of  tlieir  aiiua:Jitn  ;  :ind  when  enabled  to 
lind  constant  einplciymciit,  at  fair  wafies,  a 
Kreiit  change  has  almust  invariably  taken  ]>lacL- 
In  their  conduct." 

Contrast  this  too,  with  the  picture 
drawn  not  so  lon^  sini-c  by  the  Member 
fur  Nhcttiuld  from  his  own  fxpcricncc  of 
the  English  poor.  That  lion.  Mcmbei 
tuld  the  House,  that 

"  Oiio-third  of  llie  working    men  •-   ■*'"i 
town  aoi)  rieighhourhood  were  uut  o' 
A  great  proiiurtiuii  uf  the  temulnder 
litoyeil  only  dirvu  days  in  the  wuc 
L-un>ei|uciiee  the    greatest  distress 
Those  at  work  subscribed  sMiiethi 


"  lie  was  chairman  of  a  board  of  goaa 
Doth  in  his  own  district  and  in  odwn 
which  he  was  acquainted  the  nwssarc  k 
quired  an   inunensc  popularity,     Ua  ih 

thecouniry  wm  under  the  grcata«loi..._ 

to  ihose  who  had  brouifht  it  forward.  Tha  Ul 
worked  well  in  the  district  with  which  ha  aaa 
connected.  He  hoped  there  woaM  ba  aa  witd 
alteration  of  a  measnre  whicb  had  woAcdla 
Ihe  entire  satisfaciion  of  the  vast  MJarhj  a# 
the  people.  As  to  diet,  the  eoDpUiBt  was 
lhat  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse  lived  laa 
wtll." 

I  hold  in  my  hainl  the  dietary  af  tha 
Cirencester  Union,  prescribed  by  the  Paa»> 
law  Cuuimissioncts,  in  which  then  ia  aai 
one  ounce  of  fresh  animal  food  tmm  year's 
end  to  year's  end,  but  only  five  oaacea  af 
salt  bacon  for  the  Sanday  of  each  wwA  ; 
and  that  die' ■  '  »  it  abservad,  ihe  |aaBB 
dianscano'  iboafh  ihay  ■■ 

9  be  in(.>  odioni  powav  af 

iciag  '  afely  da  waj"    1 

M<-  aflhrani^    •« 


1«5 


TheNe^ 


{PiB.3a| 


Poor^LaWk 


1166 


persons  know  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with 
bodies  of  men.  A  body  oorporale^  io  fact, 
has  no  soul.  The  individuals  may  have 
their  separate  feelings,  but  the  whole  body 
has  nonesuch.  A  man  may  be  personally 
humane  and  charitable,  but  when  acting 
with  others,  this  Christian  feeling  evapo*- 
rates  and  vanishes.  I  will  ntention  one 
case  which  oecurred  not  very  lotig  ago  In 
my  own  immediate  neighbourhood*  I  atn 
not  a  frequenter  of  boards  of  guardians, 
having  no  great  re*pect  for  the  institution 
itself*  I  was»  however,  particularly  re^ 
quested  to  attend  a  meetinff,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  endeavouring  to  obtain  out-door 
relief  for  an  unhappy  and  afflicted  object, 
with  a  wife  add  five  ohildrcnf  who  was 
ordered  into  the  workhouse,  but  after  a 
night's  trial  of  his  abode  thercj  went  out 
next  morning.  I  was  desired  to  urge  this 
man's  title  to  out-door  relief  before  the 
board.  The  alleged  ground  of  their  refuaal 
was  that  his  wife  had  practised  some  illit- 
posilion  upon  a  benevolent  lady,  and 
therefore  the  husband  and  whole  family 
wer«  to  be  punished^  With  some  diffiookv 
the  husband  wai  admitted  to  the  b6afdii 
presence,  and  I  then  ascertained  by  iha 
acknowledgment  of  both  the  knedicaf  o(B- 
cers,  that  lie  laboured  under  an  ineurable 
pulmonary  complaint*  He  produced  a 
good  character  from  a  highly  respectable 
master.  On  questioning  htm,  a  doubt 
arose  in  my  mind  whether  the  maii'i  wife 
had  really  been  guilty  of  the  alleged  im- 
propriety, and  to  afford  time  fbr  inquiry,  a 
week's  out-door  allowance  was  accorded  to 
him,  and  the  Board  were  io  meet  again  in 
the  week  following.  I  received  a  noet 
complete  and  satisfactory  answer  from  the 
lady  whokn  the  woman  was  iuppoted  to 
har^  defVauded,  aisoring  tnt  that  fio  lueh 
cirbutnstance  had  takeu  plac^;  add,  Ibr- 
tified  with  this  denial,  I  went  to  the  nait 
board  meeting,  in  full  confidence  that  the 
guardian  of  the  parish  who  had  tNrough  for- 
ward the  false  charge  would  at  least  tdd 
his  efforts  to  relieve  this  family  (torn  tlie 
dreaded  infliction  of  the  workhouia.  That 
guardian  was,  if  possible,  morecatloiii  than 
the  rest.  The  first  ordel'  must  be  maib« 
tained,  because  they  had  made  it.  Into 
the  workhouse  were  the  ftmily  again  or- 
dered ;  though  ultimately^  af^er  adHie 
weeks*  delay,  bUt-dbdr  relief  waa  aflbftlail. 

It  Was  tn  vatu  to  Urge  to  theaa  guardlaui 

that  even  if  the  poor  man  had  \mt  gttllty 
of  the  oSence  of  having  an  iodMraet 
wifei  he  was  not  to  blamoi  and  that  if  Im 


want  into  the  workhouse,  thera  be  would 
certainly  die :  if  they  bad  no  consideration 
for  the  poor  man  himself^  why  should  the 
inmates  of  the  workhouse  have  their  feel- 
ings harrowed  up  by  the  transportation  of 
a  dying  man  into  tM  midst  of  them  ?  Bat 
all  my  representatioas  were  in  vain ;  tbe 
cry  wail  thai  having  onoe  given  their 
order  it  abould  not  be  reeoinded.  Tbe  man 
livod  ooly  a  few  months  afterwards,  and 
died  in  biiown  habttaiioii«  tbe  gnardiaii  bias- 
self  being  called  to  hie  aecouoi  first*  Is  it 
to  be  borne  that  against  sooh  treatment  aa 
that  the  poor  man  abould  have  no  ooart 
of  appeal^  save  only  thai  of  the  triumvirate 
of  Somerset-houae,  io  whieti  the  harshest 
principles  of  tbe  whole  system  are  renre- 
sentcd  and  concantrated  f  It  would  be 
endless  to  repeat  all  the  casea— weil-ao- 
thenticated  cases  too— -of  unnatoral  sera- 
ritv  inflicted  by  tbe  operation  of  tbia  law. 
1  do  not  know  a  aingle  orime  that  haa  not 
been  multiplied  through  that  operation, 
or  a  single  suffering  which  humanity  ia 
heir  to  that  ha«  not  baan  aggra¥ated  and 
moltipliad  also  throngh  thblaw.  Fortbir 
than  this  aaaertiop,  which  I  can  anbatati. 
tiate  by  the  most  irrefragable  evklencei  I 
will  not  at  present  trouble  the  House,  Imt  ^ 
pasa  to  another  praotical  difficniiy  whkb, ' 
enact  the  law  as  nnanimonsly  aa  you 
please,  yon  will  nover  be  able  to  overcome. 
How  long  will  you  gat  gjuardians  to  per- 
form aueb  laboriona  dntiea,  and  at  a  die- 
tance  from  their  own  bomea  of  perhapa 
fifteen  or  twenty  miles  ?  Indeed,  at  tbia 
moment,  I  Itnow  a  parish  in  wbwh  the 
parishioaem  are  obliged  to  dab  e  aipm  of 
monev  to  pay  the  guardian  they  depote 
only  five  mihM  diatant.  The  offieeia*  there 
held  to  be  anythiof  bat  hononrable  or  m- 
apectable.  Lorda  and  eonntry  gentleaneii 
may  aodaavour  to  give  it  imt  at  ita  be- 
ginning, bat  Om  nal  bad  much  cooled  aa 
well  it  might;  and  theae  ottcea  are  Ufk  Id 
be  performed  by  ihoee  who  can  ill  brook 
to  tnfow  away  their  time  for  nothing.  He 
allnded,  when  this  most  nnfortnnate  bill 

Cssed,  to  the  manner  in  which  you  will 
Of  erwbelmed  by  reports,  amendownU 
acu^  acta  eiplaoatory,  with  every  traab  of 
tbaideacrtptioo.  Why,  no  hnmao  poweti 
of  eitber  body  or  mind  can  comprabeod  or 
earry  all  that  baa  been  writtite  aad  printed 
at  the  eipenae  ef  tbia  deluded  country  in 
aopport  of  thta  defeated  aeaaeae  hj  ka 
pnme  agenta.  ton  are  evceUng  a  Ndsott 
oKNittaaent  of  faat  altitade.  Yoa  m^ 
elmoit  eieol  a  foo^km  nunamcBt  of 
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Poor-'Law, 


iia 


ef|ual  height,  though  of  more  corruplibic  1  of  men — the  cler^  of  the 
materials,  of  ihc  reports  of  these  commis-  |  Church — a  class,  also,  the  indrndaab  of 
sioners.  You  seek  to  destroy  your  enemies, !  which,   1  will  venture  to  assert,  u«  fet- 
not  as  OlivpF  Cromwell  said,  with  paper ,  nerally  speaking,  quite  as 
bullets,  but  with  paper  bulwarks  and  arti- 
ficial mountains.     When  1  6rst  attacked 
this  monstrous  law.  I  estimated  that  the 
paper  defences  would  soon  reach  up  to 
their  table.     At  present  they  overtop  the 
Chair.     1  have  already  got  upon  the  Eng- 
lish Poor-law  upwards  of  20,000  pages  ; 
and  it  is  in  vain  to  make  an  estimate  of   received  the  most  useful  ioforniatioo. 


deliver  their  opinions  on  the  sutqcdbcfcie 
the  House  as  the  immortal  Dake  is 
that  of  war;  for  they  live  with  the 
in  the  midst  of  them,  roach  more 
than  he  lived  in  the  midst  of  his  soldi 
they  know  their  wants,  moral  and  phjn- 
cal,  and  from  thai  class  of  men  I  Mia 


well  as  the  most  strenuous  sopport,  thoagh 
means  were  insiduously  takea  at  fiiit  to 
prevent  their  interference  by  inserting  Aa 
names  of  two  prelates  in  the  originai 
central  commission.  I  will  not,  howeiu, 
trouble  the  House  with  msnj  of  their 
statements,  but  I  must  be  allowed  to  read 
one  from  a  gentleman  inferior  to  none  of 
his  sacred  order  in  piety  and  intelligenee« 
and  who  is  well  known  to  many  Members 
of  this  House. 


the  Irish,  since  the  first  appendix  to  a  re 
port  itself  weighs  nine  pounds  and  a  half. 
Considering  their  bulk,  no  two  porters  can 
carry  them,  the  English  Poor-law  papers 
weighing  upwards  of  twelve  stone.  The 
expense  of  printing  them  would  support 
the  poor  of  many  parishes  for  I  know  not 
how  many  years.  But  there  is  one  high 
authority  against  me  to  which  I  should 
not  have  ventured  to  allude,  had  ic  not 
been  frequently  cited  against  me,  and  that 
authority  1  hope  that  I  shall  treat  with 
proper  respect.  When  I  bear  the  greatest 
hero  of  his  age  say,  '*  1  know  something 
of  (Jovernors-general,  and  I  know  some- 
thing of  war  and  its  diilicultics  also,"  that 
man  who  does  not  bow  to  such  authority 
will  be  rash  and  indiscrectto  the  utmost  ex- 
tent of  indiscretion  and  rashness ;  but 
1  must  humbly  contend  that  his  grace  has 
not  had  that  experience  of  the  internal 
ailairs  of  this  country  which  other  men 
of  humbler  general  talents  may  and  must 
have  had  ;  and  that  p;reat  man  is  nut, 
therefore,    such    overpowering   authority 

upon  these  subjects  as  upon  those  on  i  the  reasons  which  have  brought  roe  to  it.  My 
which  his  capricious  mind  has  been,  1  may  !  conviction  is,  that  whatever  may  be  the  mal^ 
almost  say,  exclusively  employed.  Hut '  dies  under  which  our  social  system  issufleriay 
there  is  one  fatality  always  attending  the  ■  ["  *'*^  labouring  part  of  it,  the  preseat  worfc. 

errors  of  great  men,  if  such  they  arc-that!  ^'T''  ^'T^l  *'  "''*•  ^^f  ««««dy;  H  ^ 
.1  °  II-  -  t  .     -  t  ;  rather,  under  the  promise  of  present  relwL  aa 

they  carry  an  oven,  helming  weight  with    aggravation  of  the  disease.     ^  ^ 

them,  which  the  mistakes  of  others  are  not 
liable   to.     Would,    indeed,    that    their 


"  Knowing  that  you  are  about  again  to 
before  the  House  of  Commons  the 
system  as  administered  under  the  preseot  PMr- 
law,  I  think  it  may  not  be  without  soma  vst^ 
if  I  state  to  you  the  result  of  my  own  ohser* 
vation  of  that  system,  not  in  all  nor  many  of 
its  bearings,  but  simply  in  its  moral  adiea 
upon  those  who  come  under  it.  To  nmsif 
this  is  a  painful  though  voluntary  task  ;  lor  it 
shows  me  the  error  of  my  own  anticipatioasy 
and  reminds  me  of  the  fault  of  once  delanduf 
as  rigiit  what  I  now  regret  as  wrong  and  per* 
nicious. 

'*  Leaving,  however,  such  personal  consider* 
ations,  let  me  briefly  state  to  you  the 
tion  to  wliich  I  have  come  on  the  subject. 


I  have  seen  the  working  of  the  system  un- 
der,  in   many  respects,    favourable  ciicaaK 


opinions  were  always  enunciated  with  pro-  !  stanceit.     I  have  marked  its  effects  with  all  the 

portionato   caution,  and  never  as  I  con-  \  cleanu;ss  I  could  by  personal  observation  in 

tend  in  the  present  rase,   befi^re  the  siih-  |  ""'''"  *'""=*^*»  ^'=^peeially  in  one  with  which  I 

jcctcau   have   been    fully  examined    and  " ''*^'*^  ^^'''"  "^'^"^y  ^^nn^tcHl.  and^^ 
*'.,,...  '   ,.  II        iniiuirv  amoni;  tho>o  who  have  txicn  nimatcs 

considered.      We    are    n.toimed    m    the  ■  ,„•  V;,,  ,,^„;,, .  ,„j  „„   result  of  both  ob^ 

Divine  records ol  our  reli-iDii,  that  **  when  .  sorv.,uon  ami  in*iuiry  has  bien  the  same.     Ii 

a  great  man  speaketh  every  man  holdeth    i'^  .i  ili  ini^r.il:/ing  system,  tending  to  conoect 


his  tongue,  and,  look,  wliat  he  s.iyeth,  they 
extol  it  to  the  clouds ;  but  if  the  poo 
speak,   they    s.»y    what   fellow   ir 
But  if  f  have  met  with  op(Hisitioi 
one  hand,  I  have  likewise  met 
couragement  on  the  other,  and  V 
the  most  honourable  au(?   »«^pU 


povi  riy  wiih 
)».iupcrism   :i< 
'that   I   kill)* 
''<it  in   unu 
red  as  ^ 
>f  dcr 
i  r 


Ii,-.— ••'-•i^ness,  and  to  generate 

1  only  state  to  you 

— "v  true,  when  I  say 

sed  to  be  adiai- 

will  permit,  iha 

going  on 


Ik^f 


'»■■■■■<'* 


V 
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among  the  adults  of  either  hx,  among  the 
able-bodied,  thU  propagation  of  «ril  hai  gone 
on.  To  parliculariie  and  clauify  iU  fotnu 
nould  be  a  reTolting  task.  It  would  compn- 
hend  the  recital  of  some  of  the  moit  diigtutiog 
practices  of  licenttousness  and  many  acts  of 
crime.  Penoos  welt  known  to  me  bate 
avoned,  that  many  as  were  the  temptatiooi  to 
sin  without  Iheie  walls,  those  withiD  were  Hr 
more  mischievous  and  dangerous.  The  danger 
arises  from  the  constant  infusion  of  fre^  and 
varied  incentives  to  rice,  by  those  evil  com- 
munications which,  in  the  world  at  large,  are 
kept  in  check,  and  weakened,  in  power,  by 
mauy  causes.  The  day  of  enttiing  those  walls 
takes,  even  from  the  man  of  fidr  chancter, 
much  of  the  honourable  seuie  of  ihame  which 
he  had  before;  aud  the  bid  man  enter*  them 
to  disdain,  and  ridicule,  and  hate  all  moral  in- 
fluence—to  teach  mischief,  to  make  the  tongoe 
and  ear  aod  mind  familiar  with  tbme  sins  in 
the  practice  of  which  he  has  attained  to  the 
greatest  proficiency. 

"  It  would  require  some  experience,  or  con- 
siderable imagination,  to  comprehend  the  ex- 
tent of  this  mischief.  It  is  a  nereiwceasinK 
agent  of  evil,  leaving  its  infection  bdiind, 
when  its  actual  presence  is  gone.  A  vrard 
comparatively  clear  of  il  to-day  may  to-mor- 
row, with  a  fresh  incentive,  break  out  into 
every  abomination  that  can  pollute  the  tongue, 
or  corrupt  the  heart. 

"  Now,  to  omit,  for  the  present,  all  othor 
objections  to  this  system — to  say  nothing  abotti 
"  g  hard  upon  the  feelings  of  hama- 
*  "   '     '  ^   ^'  duIt  ask 

iature  be  justified  in  iuBictiog  on  the  poor  a 
morel  evil,  that  apart  from  such  legislation,  hai 
no  necessary  connexion  with  poverty  ?    We 


the  leeungs 
r  the"  laws  o?  God— I  would  only  ask 
o  questions  in  regard  to  it.     Can  the 


r  (hat  il 


the 


i  thisi 


done  through  necessity  ;  but  then  it 
not  poverty,  that  is  to  be  dealt  with.  The  pri- 
son will  always  be  a  school  of  moral  evil,  as 
well  as  a  place  of  punishment ;  but  there  the 
inmate  has  brought  tiie  evil  upon  himself'— he 
has  forfeited  the  protection  of^  the  laws  of  his 
country,  and  this  ii  a  part  of  the  recompenie 
of  evil  which  he  has  reaped.  Bat  what  na*  a 
poor  family  done? — poor  only  became  they 
are  numerous,  aud  their  wages  iniufflciaat — 
what  have  they  done,  that,  after  baving  striven 
in  vain  to  support  themselves,  and  then  cooie 
to  claim  that  protection  which  the  crimiDBl  bai 
forfeited,  they  should  be,  in  one  respect,  treated 
in  the  same  manner  with  him?— that  tbey 
should  be  placed  where  whatever  moral  aeiMe 
they  have  must  be  blunted  and  destroyed,  and 
where  their  children  will  bear  the  lesioni,  if 
not  witness,  the  practice  of  profligacy  I 

"  Another  question  I  would  ask.  Ii  tbll 
the  way  to  extirpate  pauperism  from  the  conn- 
try  7  If  it  be,  we  mutt  unlearn  every  moxiii) 
which  connects  prosperity,  either  on  a  Urge  or 
narrow  scale,  with  moral  character. 

•'  But  it  is  not.  Whatever  were  the  caInK 
UtioD*  or  iatentioQi  of  the  InuMn  o(  tbU  nM> 


sure  ill  other  respects,  they  appear  to  ma  l« 
huvG  oveilooked  its  moral  effect*  altogether. 
Origin  it  is,  that  its  practical  effect  is  to  nn- 
denniiK'  the  moral  character  and  well-being  of 
l])e  poor.  Its  action  it  all  downwards.  Itbu 
no  tendency  to  raise  the  moral  condition  of  the 
labouring  dassee;  it  has  a  direct  tendency  to 
degrade  and  deprave  it;  and  if  thit  be  traat  it 
stands  marked  with  the  wont  etigma  that  eaa 
be  placed  upon  an^  law— that  of  demoralUos 
those  u|)on  whom  it  aou." 

ut  ther«  il  toother  argument  wilh 
■h  1  hvn  beio  plied,  in  »TOnT  of  this 
tnost  painfully  importaot  meaiore.  I  wn 
told  that  Oenllemen  are  plodged  to  IL 
Upon  tbi>  point  1  can  give  a  decided  ne- 
gative ;  no  Qenlleroan  I  affirm  is  phdgad 
Gentlemen,  may  onbappily,  at  tfea 
origin  of  this  lyatem  of  miachief,  not 
g  what  iu  conMqoencee  night  be^ 
have  been  pledged  to  the  introdutiod  «( 
It ;  but  did  any  maa,  at  the  line  of  k§ 
introduction,  daringly  pledgo  htnaalf  !• 
carry  it  thnngh,  howerer  it  mi|jit  aSBKt 
the  peopJ^-howeTer  odioiu  it  misfat  pioi« 
— howerer,  in  fact,  it  might  labvett  the 
wliole  order  of  tociety  1  All  that  I  pre- 
dicted, baa  been,  and  ii  being  produced. 
Is  any  man  ^edged,  then,  or  can  any 
man  now  plead  that  ba  M  pledged,  lo 
petaevere  in  the  inffiction  of  aoch  evils  oo 
the  couDtryT  To  whom  is  he,  to  whom 
can  he  be  io  bonnd  7  To  his  country — 
10  tlie  poor — to  bb  conscience  t  Or  to  bis 
party-'hii  friends- his  political  leaders? 
Nay,  more nnwortby  still,  does  hen 

f"»en 
.  be  is  bonnd  in  coniisteneyt 
>  for  bis  own  reputaiioB,  Ut 
persevere  in  the  faul  conrsa  no  has  bn- 
'  Whatever  the  cast,  I  bid  that  man 
pause.  I  bid  him  retrace  bis  steps.  Let 
him  not  speak  of  idct^jw  given,  ornp- 
posed  to  have  been  |^*tn,  when  be  wm 
totally  unable  to  look  into  lotnrinr.  If  an* 
man  bu  nnhapptly  iD  innhod  himadf,  I 
D  wn  h  i  9  diffienlty.bDt  donoi  donbt  his  d«ty. 
Facta -the  facta  of  the  last  nnw  yean— > 
have  canCetled  his  obligation.  His  voln 
is  not  bis  own,  hot  bis  conntry'a;  and  Ma 
only  hoDonrabla  retreat  i«  in  owning  hia 
mistake,  and  amending  it  1  therefan 
conjure  the  Conatfvatives  of  tbe  Honsa  to 
step  forward  to  the  conservation  of  &if> 
iund.  Great  apprefaeuions  bnva  baen  M- 
pressed  in  this  Honse  ind  elsMrbaio  «f  ■ 
certain  league,  to  th«  pnetioes  of  whose 
iesdere  " 
But  ask  J 
fo  mentsug,  fint  tpMg  >p^ 


e  1  am  as  mnda  oppotta  as  ai^  man, 
)k  youiidiea  Imr  this  toagne,  aov 
ntsuK,  flnt  MMg  m   I  viU  tiS 


Iltl 


rttffm 
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IIM 


I  Oil:  it  t*ai  Biiggeited  by  t  preceding 
engae  against  the  pooi'  of  thii  coantry, 
wliose  diet  wu  to  be  reduced  in  quantity 
and  corrupted  in  quality.  What  a  burst 
of  indifcnatioD  would  ha*e  been  excited  in 
thJi  HoHie  ai  well  ai  throughout  the 
tioUHtry,  ir  atiy  reiolmion  agairiRt  the  ne- 
gro pdpliUtbn,  of  a  character  timitar  to 
thil  Bgaintt  but  fellow-sulyects  hefe  at 
home,  had  been  produced — that  thoie 
biteks  wore  linl  to  hare  their  duly  food 
debated,  and  aRer  that  diminished.  Gen- 
tlemen have  been  benvroltnt  enough 
abroad  ;  I  call  upon  tbem  to  look  around 
Ibom  M  home.  If,  at  you  hate  been  told, 
you  have  elevated  the  condition  of  the 
Drigro  slaTe  to  auch  a  state  Of  prosperity 
that  he  can  now  drive  hia  gig  and  drink 
hii  Champagne,  lurely  I  am  not  asking 
too  much  ifben  1  call  upon  you  to  ele*at« 
the  condition  of  the  free  nhile  labourer 
and  ariiian  of  England,  whom  this  law 
crushes  to  the  earth — at  le.-rst  to  afford  bim 
■uch  stibaislence  as  will  preserve  him  from 
vttiktiig  ooder  a  gradual  prostration  of 
strength.  If  you  oan  not  give  him  hig 
ciMtage  and  piece  of  land  which  the  ne- 
groes have  obtaiued,  at  least  insist  not  on 
his  selling  everything  that  his  hovel  pos- 
Msssf  in  order  to  qualify  him  for  being  a 
tenant  in  your  vast  gaols — the  union 
workhouses.  If  you  cannot  give  him 
Champagne  you  can  give  bim  the  cheap, 
the  wholesome, the  nutritious,  tlie  naliona] 
beverage  of  our  land — beer.  It  ii  not, 
perhaps,  too  late  yd  to  retrace  your  steps. 
I  feel  strongly  convinced  also,  that  not 
only  this,  but  all  the  otiier  great  subjects 
of  contention,  which  keep  the  country  in  a 
ferment,  may  be  composed  and  benefici- 
ally arranged,  if  gpnllemen  will  in  good 
•erneit  turn  their  ihoughis  to  those  sub- 
jecli,  rather  than  employ  their  whole  time 
in  struggle!  for  political  ascendancy.  If 
it  be  said  that  such  an  object  is  desirable, 
hut  that  it  is  impossible  to  attain  it.  1 
will  at  once  reply  that  I  acknowledge  no 
such  impossiljility  with  respect  to  iibjects 
that  are  raliunal.  I  recollect  a  1inp|)y 
maxim  of  Mr.  Burke  upon  thut  subject : 
"I  know,"  said  be,  "it  is  common  for 
men  lo  aay,  that  aiich  and  such  things  are 
perfectly  right,  very  desirable — but  ihat 
unfortunately,  they  are  not  practicable. 
Oh  I  no,  Sir,  no.  Those  things  which 
are  not  practicable  are  nut  desirable. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  world  really  bene- 
ficial that  does  not  lie  within  the  reach  of 
an  inrortned  Hoderalaadiog  tod  •  -^" 


reeled  pursuit.  Thete  \i  nothtar  lb*l  Oti 
has  judged  good  for  ui  that  k  hfea  Mt 
given  us  the  meana  to  BCCompUih,  bMk  m 
the  natural  and  moral  world.  I  will  HI 
longer  detain  the  Houie  tbau  by  M«nf 
the  following  reaalatioua  ;— • 

"  1.  That  inadoconMotentillad  'MaMrisM 
submitted  by  the  Pirar-law  Cowmimlmmm  l» 
tiis  Majesty's  Uiaiaien'  ^ipeat  IhC  ftillwtssi| 
passages  : — 

"  That  at  aby  lima  after  the  JMMbg  of  Usi 
act,  the  Board  of  Contml  Aall  lia*«  [Mini,  h/ 
an  Older,  with  such  esoeplwn  H  ifc^  ta 
tbought  necessary,  to  disallow  the  eomlim^mm 
of  relief  to  the  indigent,  the  wed,  asd  ika  ■» 
poient,  In  any  other  mode  ubh  ia  a  SMsh- 
houie,  regulated  i 
i  Soard   o 

"  Tlie  power  of  the  Commiisiosen  waM 
be  to  reduce  allowauces,  but  aot  (o  Hleip 
them. 

"  After  this  has  been  accdmpliahad,  otdw 
may  be  sent  forth  directing  that  aller  M^  a 
day  all  out-door  relief  should  be^  pvan  vaMf 
iu  kind ;  after  anoUier  period  il  tboaH  k 
wholly  in  kinii ;  that  after  snch  an  Bihar  pesM 

it  should  be  gradually  diminished  in  ^ ***' 

until  lliat  modri  of  relief  was  «atii 
From  the  hrtt  the  relief  should  be  I 
quality,  coarse  brown  bread  being  »ibaUWad 
for  fine  white;  and, concarrmilf  wilk  Aam 
meuures  ns  to  the  eut-doot  poor,  a  gMlHl 
reduction  should   be  made  ih  the  dM  nt  tk 

door  poor,  and  strict  regulations  enRMtarf 


!.  That  ll 
e  alike  to 


thisc  recominendathma,  fepallB^ 
very  clui  of  the  poor,  end  M- 
joining  an  indiscriminate  redoetloB  at  tkA 
phyaical  comforts  to  the  loWett  MdaMHl 
point,  are  shown,  by  the  subseqaeat  otdai 
and  practice  of  the  I'oor-law  ColanrlnlaMI^ 
to  form  the  real  though  unavowed  btiaii  af  Aa 
present  system  of  Poor-law  relief. 

"  3.  That  the  suffering  already  eAaad  k 
(heir  partial  enforcement,  and  the  nedHI  A 
out-door  relief  in  spile  of  them  illll  adMMiL 
tercd,  show  their  pniTlslans  lo  ha?a  biM  tt 
once  cruel  and  impracticable. 

"4.  That  the  attempted  substituioaaffa. 
niihmcnt  for  legal  relief  has  mora  aM  ■•■• 
tended  lo  Irritate  and  dishearten  the  BMf,  H 
chrck  indu^itry,  tn  increase  crime,  aiid  la  wm- 

courage  various  kinds  of  tyranny,  r''*      

ilic  proposed   com|ien»atifm  of  r 
expenses  of  the  raie-paycn. 

".'<.  Tliat  this  House  think  i 
pcdient  to  demand  such  a  recoasimMioa  ■( 
the  CTisting  system  as  shall  mitke  il  iniillifa 
ble  lo  Chrislianily,  sound  pnlicy,  and  the  i» 
cient  conMiliition  of  this  realm." 

Mr.  Ferrand  seconded  the  Moibit,  itti 
the  resolutions  having  been  pui  fnm  llw 
chair. 

Sir  ./.  dV"  but  gave  way  lo 

Ur.  IVai.  nmtwmiwM, 
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I  beg^  leave  to  supply  an  omitflkm.  Alt 
hon.  Friend  has  joil  asked  me  from  wbdttt 
I  received  the  letter  which  I  have  Jiftt 
read.  1  would  readily  mention  his  name, 
lor  1  know  that  he  dreads  no  menacaii 
thottgh  threats  were  at  one  time  held  oat 
of  removing  clergymen  from  the  commls* 
sioh  of  (he  peace  who  dared  to  prddaitt 
the  mischief  and  suffering  produced  1^  the 
New  Poor-law.  Bat  that  gentiemaft  wrote 
to  me  further  i*^ 

*'  I  w^Id  efiireat  thai  I  should  sol  be  per« 
sonally  roeatiooed;  it  would  do  others  no 
good^  but  bring  on  mysdf  some  evil.  A  saudl 
provincial  controversy  wilh  some  guardian 
staodiog  up  for  the  honour  of  bis  union  would 
be  sadly  inoonvenient  to  me.'* 

Sir  Jamef  Graham  I  anticipated  that  the 
omission  which  the  hen.  Gentleman  wae 
uboot  to  sopplj  would  relate  to  the  raaaoer 
in  which  be  came  into  poseeseioft  of  the 
doGumeot  upon  which  his  reselationa  eie 
founded^  and  not  to  the  letter  wbidi  he 
read  in  the  eoune  of  hia  fipeadi*  I  eaa 
about  to  addreas  a  body  er  Gentleaaeft  i 
asd  the  hon.  Member  who  hie  just  aHteH 
down  baa  made  an  admkaiosi  that  I  tbiok 
will  startle  thenw  The  hoU.  Oentlemim 
has  put  into  the  fbat  reselutioii^  opott 
which  he  is  abont  to  take  the  sense  of  tke 
House,  a  statement  froas  a  decumet 
which  he  bimaclf  declared  to  be  oen^deiN 
tial.  I  did  hope  that  the  hon.  Oentkaaao 
was  about  to  e^piain  the  circDmataaeaa 
under  which  be  was  iaidfiostf  to  make  tMi 
public  ose  of  a  confideiftiat  eommmtrtea- 
tion;  but  ahkoogb  the  hon.  C>eBtkttaai 
roee  to  eappfy  to  omimion  is  hii  speirfif 
jaotbing  CMild  be  leaa  saOsfccterjr  tkM 
what  fell  ffom  Moa.  Upon  a  foraaer  eao^ 
mtf,  tbehoai.  Geatkaiiaa  aaited  ase  whether 
IrecelltcMdtbiadacunsaiA^  I  toM  tilt  best. 
Gentleman  that  I  had  oniy  aai  iuipatfcct 
recollectieDofit;  but  that  I  carlahdt  iM 
think  that  some  such  docoflBevt  vTte  ra  wl* 
isteace.  *'  I  hafve  refreshed  any  mnmmj/' 
that,  I  tbiaik,  is  the  form  of  expfesrtoa  iff 
ose  with  the  right  hen.  Qeotkman^  aotf  I 
will  now  tell  the  House  aod  the  ben.  Oei*^ 
tiemanr,  withoet  reserve,  what  i  beKenr  fo 
be'  the  chreamstances  eoooeeied  wilb  tlM 
dttcumem.  The  Hoose  le  ftMfe  tkaie  la 
1832  (I  believe  I  am  oarreei  in  dm  ]fMr> 
Lord  Grey's  GovemmefttiippoiaMi*  ttm» 
mission  to  iiiquiie  itfto  the  eonditw*  if  file 
hdMmring  poor  in  this  cAaUff  iri*  tiM 
view  of  introdudag'  a  meesMie  le  aMmi 
the  law  for  their  ■lain  l  imuiw  mA aatsfc 
The  lma>  Oeiriemaa  hae  aistiiaai  to  Hm 


Houft  the  ft  amw  ef  leme  ef  the  mm  Mb 
neat  indltidnals  who  arero  ti|Mii  Uiol  d(«M 
mission  $  and  I  need  onlr  fecal  td  llie  M^ 
tentioD  of  the  Honaa  the  muMa  of  tlM 
Msbopa  of  Lofldoft  tad  of  ClNHffer^  Mf a 
Senfer^  and  Mr.  Stttfgee  Boame,  to  war« 
rant  me  in  teyiog  diMi  in  k  eimoikiieA  M 
coostltoted,  tbeie  wae  a  perfect  maumtei 
far  the  IMiiMr  ef  bimaiiltf  abd  UsaeWN 
lenea  wttb  wifch  flie  MiljJM  lifarral  to 
thett  wMdA  be  iavetftlgaML  The  hea« 
OaatleiBaa  mp,  that  a  paffilealai  iew* 
meat  I  ef  a  eM^deatfaa  natynb  ivaaaiiiig 
ftvMD  that  eommisiioifi  was  iilbniltilaa  id 
Lord  Orey*a  Goremtteiit  fUtt  WM^i 
I  did  not  aajr  so.  Yon  adfl  It  wise  aaall* 
dtfitiaL]  I  am  111  the  feeoOaetiott  af  tba 
Houses  whether  the  boa.  GtaifleaHMI  hai 
dot  tbia  night  aaed  the  cipresrtott  ''a  Ocmk* 
Meotial  eommonteation^  Mida  id  Lari 
Grey^a  Goremmeiitt  wfaidi  iMa  eMM  tetd 
■ly  pssiaiSNm«  laoe^  i  Benefe^  aaa 
the  vety  wMda  whkb  the  haa^  Ganttaaaai 
ased ;  aad  when  dM  boa.  Oeafluaiaa  laaa 
a  McMd  tliae^  I  eanaial/  tboiMke  ilial  ka 
trai  abaai  to  tail  the  HeiM  wa  dmran 
etaaam  flttder  wkiek  tins  eaaMaatfii  caaik 
anniiaatiea  oaaie  ksia  Ui  MMeaifia*  I 
Will  fan  the  Haaai  that  wMaliifta  kM# 
GeatlsnNHi  has  oaritiad  as  Idl  Mi^tfeataa* 
da*  obmaistanaatf  oadsr  whkbttiawM« 
akmt  itt  fldaaUda  eama  lato  the  hon.  Gatf« 
tleman'a  haads^  I  waa  leaMUag^  wbM 
the  boa.  Oentleaaaa  iatemiptad  OBCf  daH 
the  be««  Oeatlanaa  had  kiaaMir  aMiaA 
thai  tba  eommankarttaM  tmoa  wbtah  ba 
raiteA  hli  aMiiott  waa  ioiiMaftilafc  Bm 
wMber  ^  boa#  CiaBilaaaMi  «ll  aaar 
aai^  tba  Ihct  i^r  tb«»  Aa  aoMmtallii 
waeai  a  nNW  pnfaw  anw  aoflaoaanai  aa« 
iaaa.  I  wItt  tiH  Iba  ^igi  jbajwuiwr 
oaioe  el  H^  The  aMiaiashai  ta  wrab  f 
kata  wsMmf  taiMMy  baMaif  piaaacMal 

faM  the  Haaaa  aad  tw  pbHkP}  aad  Iba 
koK  Oaatlaia  baa  tbtar  a^|^>eajl  aa* 
Iraeii  flNftw  li»  Anaftbairiiiib['KWfta|aw<> 
aaaiaif  wn  fba  ya^poite  af  MMigiM  tba 
salifaat  fa  a  aaaa  aiagibta  fana  anMT  «b^ 

awtaia  *^  bsadsT  wwa  |mpftifit  iw  wUp 
ibdf  aHaariaa  a^bdiebaat^       "^ 
iCo#  tba  W«#  timaaamy  bi 
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missioners.  Nay^  my  belief  is  that,  al- 
though it  purports  to  be  **  measures  sub- 
mitted by  the  Poor-law  Commissioners/*  it 
was,  in  fact,  nothing  more  than  a  docu- 
ment prepared  by  a  person  who  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Commissioners  for  the  tech- 
nical purpose  of  drawing  up  the  heads  of 
the  report.  I  believe  that,  in  fact,  the 
document  had  never  been  shown  to  the 
Commissioners— that  it  was  not  known  to 
the  Commissioners;  but  that  it  was  a 
paper  prepared  by  the  gentleman  whom 
they  employed,  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  the  report  in  a  digestca  form 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  am  told — and  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man can  either  deny  my  assertion  or  cor- 
rect me  if  1  am  inaccurate — I  am  told  that 
of  this  document  there  were  printed  not 
more  than  twenty  iMpics.  There  were 
fourteen  members  of  Lonl  Grey's  Govern- 
ment, and  fourteen  of  the  printed  copies 
of  the  di^ument  were  presented  to  the 
Members  of  that  Cabinet.  1  am  sorry  that 
imiispositiun  prevents  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  the  city  of  l^ondon  from  being 
in  his  place  U(>on  this  oooiision,  because,  as 
the  nokic  Lond  was  one  of  the  Members  of 
the  Cabinet,  he  would  have  been  able  to 
explain  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  diKument  was  pre|)ared  and  presented 
to  lA\n\  Grey's  Cabinet,  or  tOit»rroct  mo  if 
I  am  inaccurate  in  any  |virt  of  my  state- 
ment. 1  am  lotl  to  Ivlicve  that  one  of 
these  printed  ixipics  was  ci>mmunicatoii.  in 
the  strict t*st  ctmlidomv,  to  a  s^.mU Ionian 
not  now  living,  but  who  during  hi«  life 
was  in  immediate  connotation  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Nottingham.  It  was  a^m- 
municatotl  in  the  >trictest  tMntidoni^ — it 
was  markctl  private  and  ivntidential — and 
from  that  tiuto  to  this  it  hiis  slumbert\l. 
The  hon.  CiontIem.in.  feeling  the  obliga- 
tion of  honour  and  ix^ntideuco  stnn)g  u|x>n 
him,  never  pnxluivii  it  while  his  fnond 
lived.  Now .  however,  fi^r  what  pur|viso  I 
know  not.  the  hon.  Momlx^r  has  pnxluocii 
it,  and  founded  a  string  of  n^iOiitii^ns 
U|H>n  it.     The  how.  liontlomun.  oj\\urv\ 


and  there  is  no  breach  of 
this,  since  I  am  compelled  to  use  the  ia- 
formation  I  possess  for  the  public  ar- 
vice  in  consequence  of  the  ooune  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  punaed,aiid  pur- 
sued, as  I  contend,  in  defiauoe  of  the  maA 
solemn  obligations ;  but  private  eoofideaeB 
having  been  violated,  I  think  it  for  Ae 
public  good  to  declare  diatinctlj  thai  Abb 
**  heads  of  measures  "  were  8afaautted  ia 
detail  to  the  consideration  of  Lord  Gwtfn 
Government,  and  that,  so  far  from  tWr 
being  made  the  groundwork  of  the 
sure  which  they,  upon  their 
introduced  to  the  attention  of 
the  specific  propositions  to  which  the 
Gentleman  has  referred,  and  sobm 
gous  propositions— one  going  still 
— namely,  that  upon  a  given  day  all  out- 
door relief  throughout  England  ahouU 
cease — propositions  of  that  descriptioa 
were  submitted  to  Lord  Grey's  Cabiatt, 
and  one  and  all  of  them  were  reieeted; 
and  not  only  was  the  measure  whidi  was 
introduced  not  founded  upon  the  priBcuIss 
set  forth  in  these  **  heads  of  mea8nrea.^Bt 
it  was  founded  upon  other  and 
principles,  after  a  full  and  deliberate 
deration  of  the  propositions  oontaiaed  ia 
this  docunx^nt.  Coder  ordinarj  cireaa- 
stances,  what  I  have  now  stated  would  he 
ci>nsidered  somewhat  improper ;  but  I  ses 
one  of  tiio  Members  of  Lord  Grey's  Go- 
vornment  on  the  opposite  Bench,  aad  I 
ho}v  that,  in  the  estimation  of  that 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  shall  be 
catcti,  if,  under  the  peculiar 
of  the  case.  1  hnve  been  led  to  divulgs 
what  I  know  to  be  the  strict 
rate  truth  with  nrgard  to  the  very 
uhich  the  hi>n.  Gentleman  has  i 
In  the  mo»i  direct  terms  that  the  fbnno  tf 
the  Mouse  will  allow  I  meet  with  a 
tive  the  assertion  of  the  hon 
that  the  Pivr-law  Hill  intzx)duced  by  Lori 
Grvy's  Government  was  grounded  upon 
thc:^  prvtpiisitions ;  and  I  state  further* 
t  \\ .-» :  ,\i  t  h i«u £  h  t  hesc  pn»^x>si tioos  were  sa^ 
nviiSixi  t.'  the  ivu>idorativW  of  LordGrrvs 


must  be  the  lx*st  judge  of  tho  pri>priot\  ot'j  ti^>t(:r:;nKr.t.  they  Mere  rejected  by  that 

the  course  ho  is  pursuing.     Hut  I  ir.u>t  Ix*  ]  liouTumiu:.  and  th«:  measure  was  founded 

allowed  to  ask.  in  tho  tir>t  pLuv.  whi^thcr 

that  course  is  not  nu^t  unusiu'.  '   And,  in 

the  next  place.  1   would  ask.  up>n  w 

ground  it  was  that  tho  hi>n.  iior.t^  - 

asserted  that  this  dvvumout  u..>  tho 

datiun  of  the  nieasuro  ititrvxiuo4.xi  h\ 

Grey's  Government  iVr  iSe  ivi>iii«: 

of  Parliament.     1  toll  the  hon.  i«ont 

distinctly — I  tell  the  H«">^   listim- 


u]x<:;  o:htr  prtncij^les.  It  is  rtry  unfbrtu- 

uaXc  ihjLi  tho  Ho''^^^^  not  the  advaataMe 

^  tho  hon.  G- '  ^  presence  ia  tte 

Session,  w  wr^hw  ia  aD  its 

plos.  aiaC  %  was  fully  and 

dUnlN^-  fMMI:  Net 
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had  been  debated  e?en  to  the  aaiisfiusttoD 
of  the  gallant  Officer.  The  hoD.  Gen- 
tleman^  the  Member  for  Nottingham^ 
appears  to  imagine  that  the  House  is 
pledged  to  the  Poor-laws,  and  is  not  at 
liberty  to  recede  from  recorded  decla- 
rations. I  do  not  at  all  rely  upon  those 
pledges.  I  am  ready  to  rest  the  defence 
of  this  measure^  not  upon  opinions  which 
may  ha?e  been  pronounced  by  Members  of 
this  House  upon  their  particular  know- 
ledge  and  experience  of  the  balance  of  good 
and  evil  in  the  working  of  the  measure^ 
but  upon  the  general  practical  results  pro- 
duced by  its  wholesome  and  benendal 
operation.  The  hon.  Gentleman  says  that 
no  human  mind  could  comprehend  all  that 
has  been  written  in  defence  of  this  law. 
I  say  that  it  is  ?ery  difficult  to  comprehend 
the  extreme  bitterness  of  all  that  has  been 
written  in  opposition  to  this  law.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion, ventured  to  comment  with  some 
severity  upon  the  character  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington.  [Mr,  WaUer: ''^o,  no."]  The 
hon.  Gentleman  says  "  No,  no."  I  thought 
1  distinctly  heard  the  hon.  Member  say 
that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  might  be  a 
very  good  judge  of  military  matters,  but 
that,  with  regard  to  civil  matters,  of  this 
description,  his  great  experience  and  his 
opinion  were  not  entitled  to  much  reqiect. 
But,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  himself  said, 
these  paper  pellets  pass  harmless  over  the 
head  of  the  noble  Duke.  Nothing  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  can  say  or  cause  to  be  writ* 
ten  will  have  the  slightest  efkct  in  shaking 
the  confidence  of  the  people  of  this  country 
in  the  extent  and  soundness  of  that  know- 
ledge, which  is  no  less  conspicuous  in  civil 
than  in  military  affairs  j  and  I  am  con- 
fident that  the  opinion  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington,  founded  upon  a  practical  ex- 
perience of  the  working  of  this  law  in  his 
own  neighbourhood,  where  he  attends  not 
only  to  the  wants  of  the  poor  for  the  pur- 
pose of  relieving  them,  but  to  the  opera- 
tion of  this  law,  of  which  he  is  a  careful 
watcher — I  am  confident  that  the  opinion 
of  such  a  man  as  the  noble  Duke,  freely 
and  frankly  given — not  minding  the  oIh 
loquy  or  odium  which  some  parties  may 
attempt  to  fasten  upon  him  for  so  express- 
ing himself — will  be  received  with  rennet 
by  every  Member  of  this  House.  The  bon. 
Gentleman  talked  of  elevating  the  character 
of  the  free  white  labourer  of  this  country. 
I  say  that  one  of  the  grand  objects  of  the 
Poor-law  Rill  was  to  elevate  the  charaeter 


{Feb.  33} 

I  wish  the  character  and  conditioii  of  the 
labourers  in  the  agricultural  distriett,  sar 
Bedfordshire  for  instance,  to  be  contnistea 
with  what  their  character  and  oonditioD 
were  at  the  time  that  the  Poor-law  BOI 
passed.  I  wish  that  comparison  to  be  insti- 
tuted. I  wish  every  Gentleman  who  was  cog^ 
nixant  of  the  position  of  these  labouring  men 
at  the  time  tnat  the  new  law  pMsed— when 
every  labourer  in  the  southern  district  waa 
in  the  degraded  positkm  ci  a  pauper,  re- 
ceiving a  portion  of  his  wages  out  of  the 
poor-rate — to  contrast  that  state  of  de- 
gradation with  the  manly  bauing  and 
altered  character  of  the  same  mok  at  the 
present  moment  I  do  not  wish  tfiia 
measure  to  be  tried  by  any  fresh  test.  I 
assert  that  1  am  prepared  to  ride  the  mea^ 
sure  upon  this  sinffle  issue:  in  the  agri- 
cultural districts  of  the  south  of  Englandi 
has  the  condition  ci  the  labourers  been 
elevated  or  degraded  since  the  passiiw  of 
this  measure  ?  I  am  quite  satisfied  wat, 
upon  that  issue  the  maintenance  of  the 
measure  may  be  safely  rested.  At  is 
usual,  whenever  this  measure  is  assailed^ 
the  hon.  GenUeman  has  put  it  upon  Ue 
resolutions,  that  the  univeraal  practice  of 
those  who  administer  the  Poor-laws  is  a 
denial  of  out-door  relief,  and  an  adminis- 
tration of  relief  within  the  walla  of  the 
workhouses  upon  a  systMB  of  prison  dhd- 

Cine.  I  last  year  stated  to  the  House 
m  untrue  such  reprseeniatioiia  were.  I 
repeat  that  statement  now.  IdomitwUito 
trouble  the  House  with  statistieal  deftaib  • 
but  I  win  just  mention  the  Mimber  or 

Eupers  who  have  been  rdieviel  ttroughout 
igland  and  Wales  in  the  last  three  jean, 
namelv,  the  yearn  1840, 1841»mid  1849« 
and  tne  amount  in  money  to  whkM  diat 
relief  has  extended.  It  appean  ftnm  a 
paper  which  I  hold  in  my  luud,  thai  in 
the  year  1840,  there  were  rsliefod  ftum 
the  poors-rate  tfarooghoat'Ei^and  mmI 
Wales  1,195,000  persons.  Of  tthat  warn* 
hetf  there  were  leliefed  withfai  the  wiJIi 
of  the  woithooses  165,000  psnona ;  and 
out-door  relief  was  aflbcded  to  1,080,000 
persons.  The  gjroes  eipenditars  ibr  tha 
relief  of  these  persona  was  8,789,000f.,  of 
which  there  was  expended  far  tha  leibf  of 
paupers  withb  the  wa]l%  808,00OL,  whilsfc 
no  ms  than  9,981,000L,  was  gives  for  out- 
door relief.  In  1841,  thm  ware  la- 
lieved  throug^t  E^dand  aad  Waisi 
1,299,000  persons,  of  whom  199j000  ra-' 
oeived  rdief  wHhin  die  waU^  ndUaWlOO 
relief  out  of  doors.     In  Aa  last 


of  the  labouring  classes  in  this  country.  ( 1842,  there  were  rdiefad^^H/lOO 
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iDDB,  of  whom  221,000  were  relieved 
within  the  Wftlls,  whilst  do  leas  thao 
l|207,000  were  relieved  out  of  doors. 
This  IB  dtmofittrfttive.  This  is  proof  po«- 
lilive  as  to  the  nianner  in  which  the  law 
hli8  been  admibiBtered.  I  assert  that  the 
gfenenl  irule,  as  relates  to  the  aged  and 
infirm,  is  to  relieve  them  at  their  own 
homes.  I  have  before  me  at  this  moment 
a  return  for  the  Christmas  quarter  of  the 
year  1842,  from  the  principal  unions  in 
the  agricultural  counties  of  Berkshire, 
Backinghamshire,  Hertfordshire,  Kent, 
atid  Middlesex;  from  which  it  will  appear 
that  in  ihbt  quarter,  the  aggregate  number 
of  persons  who  received  relief  within  the 
walls  of  the  workhouses  of  those  unions 
was,  8,349  whilit  the  number  who  received 
olJt  of  dooi^  relief  was  39,894 ;  showing 
that  the  propot'tion  of  those  relieved  in  the 
workhouseft,  as  compared  with  those  wlio 
received  relief  out  of  the  workhouses,  was 
ojily  as  orte  to  five.  But  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  his  last  resolution,  contends  that 
the  Poor-law  as  it  now  stands,  is  not  con- 
formable to  Christianity,  not  sound  in 
policy,  and  at  variance  with  the  ancient 
constitution  of  this  realm.  Now  I  con- 
tebd  for  the  converse  of  all  those  proposi- 
tions. I  contend  that  the  law,  as  it  now 
stands,  is  strictly  in  conformity  with  the 
ancient  codsiitution  of  these  realms — 
strictly  in  conformity  with  the  law  of 
£liaabetfa,  which  said  that  the  able-bodied 
poor  should  be  set  to  work.  1  contend 
further,  that  the  basis  of  the  present  law 
is  the  9tb  of  George  1st,  which  finding 
that  out-of-door  relief  was  administered 
to  able-bodied  persons  at  their  own 
houses,  and  that  great  abuse  was  the  con- 
sequence, declared  that  workhouses  should 
be  provided)  and  tliat  the  relief  given 
to  the  poor  should  be  administered  within 
the  wallf  of  those  houses.  1  say  that, 
practically,  to  the  sick,  the  aged^  and  the 
itffirmi  relief  is  now  given  in  an  immense 
proportion— in  the  proportion  of  five  out 
of  six  out  of  doors.  I  contend,  that  even 
with  re8|)ect  to  the  able-bodied,  relief  in 
(he  workhouses  is  the  exception,  and  not 
(he  rule.  In-door  relief  is  the  lest  Ap- 
plied to  see  whether  the  wants  of  the  ap. 
plicant  are  really  great,  and  whether  ilie 
complaint  of  want  of  work  and  employ. 
ment  is  not  merely  a  pretence.  It  is  re- 
sorted to  as  a  mode  of  aiic'ertuiniiig  th^.* 
truth  as  to  the  real  condition  of  tho  party 
applying  for  relief.  But  when  the  truth 
is  onc«  ascertained  I  the  general  rule  Is  to 


I  administer  the  relief  ottt  df 
I  contend  that  the  Pioet4i#  ii 
policy.    I  h«ve  already  imiktel  Mt  i»  He 
House  the  effect  that  thtt  to*  Md  ~ 


elevating  the  cbarafl^r  tof  tte  labMMi  H 


the  agrieultnral  diitrictff,  tMUi^ 
longer  dependent  on  Ike  Ml  afthe  iMffsi 
seer  for  a  dole  but  of  the  |Nior-lili  ife 
aid  of  their  insufficient  Wagd.  I  ^f  dM 
under  the  operation  of  thU  liW  the  ielk. 
pendence  of  the  labourer  has  beAl  iiiartfei 
— that  his  character  baa  beefc  eletstM^  ■ 
that  the  manliness  of  his  beiriii|(  btli  bice 
restored,  that  he  is  no  iMtgi!!  dk 
by  parish  work,  Whieh  UzM  Ui  . 
and  his  strength  to  8|HTBalt  mttl 

break  atones;  to  dig  piti  whidi  M. 

wanted,  and  soon  at  digged  lo  fill  iktfM 
up  agiiin ;  to  carry  needleta  wd^ta  iid 
burthens|;  in  short  to  do  ill  aorta  MMilib 
unnecessary     and    degradiog     woflt.     t 
maintain  the  whole  |iolicj  of  Ihe  ^oaf- 
law  has  been  improved  by  the  aliaMiaei 
effected  by  the  measure  which  paaaad  ia 
1 834 ;  and  if  its  Christianifj  be  leokad 
at,   I   say   that    the   great    pracepia  af 
Christianity — namely^  to  clolbe  the  nakai, 
to  feed  (he  hungry,  to  visit  the  aieli    ew 
practically  carriea  into  efifcet  undlef  iIm 
operation  of  this  measure.    I  aaj  thai  tba 
Poor-law  of  ^  England    froai    the    Irab 
Christian    principles    upon   whicll    li  « 
founded,  may  justly  be  ragardad  aa  fim 
boast  of  the  country.    In  no  Ciifiaiian 
community  in  the  civitisad  world  ia  tkan 
a  law  wbich  provides  so  hoBanalya  w 
charitably^  so  largely,  far  Iha  aiek,  ifca 
needy  and  the  destitulei  in  iheir  hotata  a^ 
affliction  and  suffering,     la  the  tary  imfk 
year^a  year  of   great  diatiaaa  —  ii 
pendent  of  all  other  extTaneooa  el 
upon  the  poor-rates,  there  was adaaieii 
in  the  form  of  direct  relief  to  tha  daauiMe 
poor,    no   less  a  sum  than  4,949^MML 
This  vast  sum  was  raised  ander  tha  noer 
laws,  and  distributed  in  tha  eoaraa  Of  Uw 
last  twelve  mohths.  Tha  magtiiloda  of  Ihft 
sum  will,  perhaps,  be  mora  claarlj  par* 
ceived,  when  I  state  that  it  amounla  lo  aO 
less  than  5i.  per  head,  raiaad  bf  way  af 
compulsory  aswssment,  upon  too  wimlo 
population  of  the  kingdom,  and  thai  whan 
compared  with  the  number  relievad,  it  ia 
equal  to  a  y:rant  of  3/.  a  head  lo  1,400^000 
paupers   within  the  year.      Tliii   too.  il 
must  be  remembere<l,  has  been  applied  lo 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  in  addition  to  aH 
the  aid  afibrded  liy  infirmariei,  hoapilala, 
friendly  saru^'^m^  and  many  Mbar  iartil#» 
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tions  maiDtained  bj  public  charity*  ItiitU 
dition  to  all  that  public  and  private  ahiritv 
did  to  alleTtate  the  condition  of  the  tick 
and  destitute,  the  magnificent  tom  of 
4,^49,000/.  was  gi?en  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  and  distreiaed  from  the  fbnds  de>* 
rived  from  parochial  atsessmenti.  I  main*' 
tain,  therefore,  that  the  existing  Poor-laW| 
whether  tried  by  its  policy,  its  Christian 
principle,  its  practical  working,  or  by 
whatever  test  the  House  may  please  to 
adopt,  except  the  popularity  hunting  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Nottingham — let  It 
be  tried  by  any  fair  test,  and  I  will  under* 
take  to  say  that  it  will  stand  the  ordeal. 
1  have  maintained  t  before  sueoesafUlly, 
and  1  do  not  flinch  from  the  mainteoaoce 
of  it  now.  With  respect  to  the  first  of  the 
resolutions  now  before  the  House,  I  have 
denied  the  authenticity  of  the  document 
for  the  purpose  for  which  the  hon«  Oen^ 
tieman  seeks  to  use  it.  1  deny  that  that 
document  has  formed  the  ground- work  of 
the  present  law.  1  do  not  deny  the 
existence  of  the  document,  but  I  repeat 
that,  having  been  under  the  oonsideration 
of  the  authors  of  the  present  law,  the 
document  was  rejected,  and  the  measure 
framed  upon  another  and  a  different  prin<- 
ciple*  Under  these  circumstanoea  I  and 
Sure  the  House  will  feel  that  I  am  juaU* 
fied  in  moving  the  previous  question  With 
respect  to  the  first  resolution,  and  in  de« 
daring  that  it  is  my  intention  to  meet  the 
others  by  a  direct  negative* 

Mr*  Walter  hop^,  that  the  Hooe# 
would  allow  him  to  say  one  word  in  the 
way  of  explanation.  The  right  hoA*  Ba^ 
ronet  had  given  an  account  of  hOw  the 
document  upon  which  bis reeolutione  erere 
founded  had  come  into  his  poesessKMi. 
Now  he  (Mr.  Walter)  really  did  not  know 
how  he  got  it.  He  did  not  see  it,  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  Ull  tw6 
days  before  Parliament  met.  It  bad^  be 
supposed,  been  laid  by  with  other  dociM 
ments;  but  he  declared  that  ht  tt«Ver 
saw  it  before  the  time  he  had  jnst  men' 
tinned. 

Mr.  Wakley  remarked,  that  the  iriliiliier 
in  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  toward! 
the  close  of  his  address,  had  asked  the 
House  to  try  the  measure  by  any  tmt  teetf 
and  in  which  the  right  hon«  Baronet  bad 
afterwards  made  a  distinct  refereftee  to 
the  motives  of  the  honi  Member  for  Nol« 
tinebam,  was,  a*  be  thought,  Ibal  the 
right  hon.  Baronet's  esperiettce  mmbi 
have  told  him,  in   the  itrietiai  eeaetf 


unparUatteiitary»  He  did  not  know  wttf* 
thing  more  unparliamentary  than  ftir  CM 
hon.  Member  to  attribute  HiOtivee  III 
another  for  any  coursi  that  he  M^hi 
feel  it  his  duly  to  adopts  Aftd  of  all 
odea  in  the  Houae  the  right  hoti«  Bart>aet 
wae  the  last  who  ought  to  have  made  such 
a  reference,  because  he  had  had  anipto 
experience  during  the  sittings  Of  a  CouA- 
mittee  of  that  House  in  two  Sessions  taf 
Parliament  of  the  oonduet  of  the  hon« 
Member  for  Nottihghatti,  when  he  wai 
unobserved  bv  the  public,  when  nohuiiail 
being  beyond  the  members  of  the  eoiii* 
mittee  could  know  whAt  wlia  pasiilig  bO« 
fore  tbetn,  and  when  tio  pdrtiort  of  the 
public  out  of  door  oottld  be  aware  of  tho 
part  which  that  hon^  Oontiefilan  WM 
uklng.  During  that  timOi  the  right  boo. 
Baronet  must  know  with  what  aoal^  wbol 
unremitting  aseiduity^  what  persooal  at*" 
crifiee,  and  at  what  a  large  ^peoditofi 
the  hon.  Member  for  NoitinghaM  pRNNi* 
Coted  his  exertiona  for  tbO  pofpoae  Of 
efihcting  an  alteration  of  tlm  taoet  OdhMW 
law.  He  said,  thefefbrei  that  the  right 
bon»  Baronet  ought  iiDt»  in  justioo  to  tho 
hOfa.  Member  for  Noftidghafli,  to  hove 
miwle  eooh  a  reference  to  bia  arativeii  iotf 
ho  wae  smo  that  the  right  boo.  BiuoOCi 
upon  lefleetjoa,  wooid  lee  the  ittPtOpriotf 
of  havint  oMtde  it*  The  right  hob.  tU^ 
fooethodOiMOd  bleoddieieMtboBoioo 
by  git ihf  o  OMOt  oloari  looidi  iod  dbthM 
aoeooot  of  the  ■MHtoor  in  wbkA  it  iiflrfo 
doonmeot  eU^|MMed  to  be  ooOOamd  fldlb 
the  omiatrootiOB  Of  the  New  f^of'-toW  hoi 
been  l«id  before  loid  dref'o  Ooveffiiooiir 
He  thoogbt»  that  it  Wia  ody  o  ilsw  tfoyi 
aioee  that  the  right  hoOi  BaioOot  deriaiil 
that  he  hid  ooly  a  oioet  iadiitiMt  lieoi' 
lection  of  any  cooh  dodlunOot*  HdflMm^t 
it  wal  ooly  o  few  nigllti0g6«  wlmii  qoeo* 
tioo  wae  pot  to  bioi  oMot  thie  Irorjf  oooo* 
ment,  that  tho  right  booi  BoMOet  iritf# 
•'  Wh^i  teally  I  lofo  aosiO  fflttlog^  feioli 
iodieltaet  iaOelloelioo  of  tbo  oiktoooo  of 
eoeb  o  poper»boi  I  otooot  epiak  poilllii^ 
of  it}  kowovor*  1  wUI  Aalio  hs^oirf  IMO 
the  iepofti  ood  eoo  if  it  Oik  ha  foodoood 
to  the  Hooee^*  Mow»  tbo  rinit  Ihni, 
Bofooot  hod  OMsdo  hie  ioqiirjr*  Ofwhoki 
hod  ho  anode  it  ?  Of  thoio  Who  Wore  Uo 
oolloagoee  In  Lord  Orey'e  iSOvoMueoM* 
Hadthejra  OMmdicthltit  noOiiooiioo  oM 
the  eoUect  th«i  tbo  right  IkM*  BmIm(( 
Ho  hod  iiad  yoodyidiOgof  itoatiwigili 
of  tbo  right  hell.  BaiowiA  amIoo^i  oOd 
ho  iHNM  vootoio  to  eoy  HbM  thoiw  wo» 
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not  one  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  former 
colleagues  who  had  a  stronger  memory 
than  his  own.  Who,  then,  was  to  have  a 
recollection  of  the  existeoce  of  such  a 
document,  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
not  ?  But  whether  remembered  or  not, 
it  now  appeared  that  there  certainly  was 
such  a  document.  It  was  now  beyond  the 
reach  of  doubt  that  there  had  been  some 
monster  in  human  form  who  had  submitted 
such  a  document  to  the  Government.  What 
opinion  must  he  have  had  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  which  he  ventured  to  submit  such 
a  document.  Why  did  not  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  let  the  House  know  the  name  of 
the  great  and  good  man  to  whom  the  pub- 
lic were  indebted  for  the  benevolent  pro- 
position that  the  poor  should  be  put  upon 
coarser  food,  and  less  in  quantity ;  that 
the  commissioners  should  have  no  power, 
under  any  circumstances,  to  increase  the 
quantity^  but  an  unlimited  power,  under 
all  circumstances,  to  diminish  it ;  and  that 
at  a  certain  fixed  period  out-door  relief 
should  cease  altogether?  These  were  the 
propositions  put  forth  in  the  document 
upon  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Notting- 
ham  had  founded  his  resolutions.  He 
thought  that  the  charge  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  brought  against  the 
hon.  Member  for  Nottingham  of  a  breach 
ofcon6dence  was  wholly  unfounded.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  said^  that  twenty  co- 
pies of  the  document  were  printed ;  that 
fourteen  of  those  twenty  were  in  the  pos- 
session of  Members  of  the  Cabinet ;  and 
that  he  was  of  opinion  that  somehow  or 
other  one  of  the  remaining  six  had  been 
given,  in  strict  confidence,  to  a  gentleman 
not  now  alive.  That  being  so,  did  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  mean  to  charge  the 
dead  with  breach  of  confidence.  The  do> 
cument  came  into  the  possession  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Nottingham,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  death  of  another  party  ;  and 
there  being  nothing  on  the  face  of  the  do- 
cument to  show  that  it  was  of  a  confiden- 
tial nature,  how  could  the  hon.  Member 
for  Nottingham  be  justly  charged  with 
breach  of  confidence  in  submitting  it  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  He,  from 
what  he  knew  of  that  hon.  Member,  and 
from  what  he  had  seen  of  his  conduct 
since  he  had  been  a  Member  of  that 
House,  did  not  believe  that  the  hon. 
Member  would  knowingly  be  guilty  of 
anything  that  could  properly  be  termed 
a  breach  of  confidence.  But  he  felt  that 
the  hon.    Member   for   Nottingham    had 


rendered  the  public  a  grett  lemee  by  tki 
production  of  a  paper  which  would  shov 
to  the  people  of  England  in  what  aa 
odious,  disgraceful,  and  6end*lilc0  apiril 
this  law  had  first  originated.  The  tifjkt 
hon.  Baronet  said,  that  the  piaicnt  Pm- 
law  was  not  founded  upon  the  reeooiae^ 
dations  contained  in  this  document.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  said,  indeed^  thai  ihe 
sound  policy,  the  Christian  spirit,  and 
benevolent  principle  of  the  ^igitfiffg  lav 
was  utterly  at  variance  with  the  pfopOM- 
tions  set  forth  in  this  notable  doeoMeul* 
But  he  was  at  issue  with  the  right  boo. 
Baronet  upon  \that  point ;  and  it  waa  hii 
conviction  that  the  people  of  Bnglaad 
would  believe  that  the  present  law  wm 
founded  upon  the  very  principles  and  »• 
commendations  which  were  discovend  ia 
that  document.  The  hon.  Baronet  was  of 
opinion  that  the  poor,  under  the  *»^istii^ 
system,  were  humanely  treated  treaied 
in  a  way  that  at  once  accorded  widi 
Christian  benevolence  and  sound  polic| ; 
and  he  had  referred  to  the  coifntj  of  Bed* 
ford,  and  to  other  parts  of  the  sooth  of 
England,  as  furnishing  an  illustration  of 
the  excellent  operation  of  the  law.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  said,  that  it  had  nro> 
duced  an  effect  upon  the  agricoltoml  la- 
bourer.  Undoubtedly  it  had.  He  ^ead 
with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  upon  that 
point.  He  mixed  largely  with  the  middla 
classes  of  society,  and  was  contiaoaUy  ia 
the  habit  of  seeing  and  conversing  widi 
the  poorest  classes  of  society.  He  had 
many  opportunitiesof  becoming  acqnainlad 
with  their  feelings  and  opinions;  and  ha 
knew  that  the  eflfect  which  thia  law  had 
produced  upon  the  minds  of  the  working 
classes  of  this  country  was  such  aa  la 
lead  them  to  the  conviction  that  the  gieat 
landed  proprietors  of  this  coontrj  wcie 
their  enemies — their  persecutors,  and  not 
their  friends.  Let  any  man  in  anv  parish 
in  the  kingdom  say  to  a  poor  individnal. 
"  The  Poor-law  was  passed  for  your  bene- 
fit— it  is  intended  to  do  you  good — to  ie» 
licve  your  wants — to  make  you  indepen* 
dent \*  what  in  every  instance,  would  be 
the  reply  ?  '*  Our  belief  is,  Sir,  that  Ibe 
great  people  don't  care  one  straw  for  us ; 
and  that  their  object  in  pauing  this  law 
was  to  make  our  condition  worse,  and 
better."  This  was  the  feeling  that 
pervading  the  minds  of  the  working 
of  this  country  to  a  frightful  exteni— loan 
extent,  in  fact,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
d angered  the  possessions  of  the  Mi 


1185 


The  New 


{Feb.  33) 


Pow^Ldw* 


1186 


of  that  House.  It  was  his  conrictioOy  that 
the  Legislature  had  produced  a  feeling  in 
the  minds  of  the  working  classes  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  rendering,  if  not 
their  lives,  at  least  their  property,  insecnre. 
The  severity  of  the  law  was  daily  rankling 
in  their  hearts.  They  felt  that  they  were 
cruelly  persecuted.  They  had  not  for- 
gotten the  different  treatment  which  they 
received  under  the  law  of  Elizabeth.  That 
there  were  delects  in  the  law  of  Elizabeth 
he  admitted — that  it  was  badly  adminis- 
tered he  also  admitted  ;  but  that  in  spirit 
and  essence  it  was  a  wise  and  good  law, 
he  was  prepared  to  maintain,  whether 
upon  the  floor  of  that  House  or  anywhere 
else.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  told 
the  House  of  the  number  of  persons  who, 
within  the  last  three  years,  had  received 
parochial  relief,  and  had  drawn,  with 
something  of  an  air  of  triumph,  a  com- 
parison between  the  great  numbers  who 
had  been  relieved  out  of  the  workhouses, 
as  contrasted  with  those  who  had  received 
relief  within  the  walls  of  the  workhouses. 
Was  this  in  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  esti- 
mation one  of  the  merits  of  the  bill  ?  One 
of  the  proofs  of  its  beneficial  working  ? 
Why,  what  were  they  told  in  the  year 
1834?  That  a  test  must  be  established. 
And  what  was  that  test  ?  The  workhouse. 
There  was  no  longer  to  be  any  out-door 
relief  to  anybody  at  all.  Had  that  law 
been  carried  into  execution  ?  From  the 
statement  made  that  night  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  it  appeared  that  the  propor« 
tion  of  poor  persons  actually  relieved  with- 
in the  walls  of  the  workhouses  was  only  as 
one  to  six,  as  compared  with  those  who 
were  relieved  out  of  doors.  [Sir  James 
Graham :  Of  the  aged  and  infirm.]  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  stated  distinctly  that 
the  proportion  of  the  whole  number  of 
persons  relieved  in  the  workhouses  was 
only  as  one  to  six,  compared  with  those 
relieved  out  of  the  workhouses.  He  was 
delighted  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Not- 
tingham had  brought  this  question  before 
the  House.  He  was  glad,  too,  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  brought  it  forward  at  the 
present  time  ;  because,  as  it  was  fit  and  ne- 
cessary that  the  House  should  this  Session 
determine  whether  there  was,  in  feet,  to 
be  any  relaxation  of  the  existing  system, 
or  whether  it  was  to  be  continued  with  all 
its  severity,  it  was  in  his  opinion  most 
opportune  that  a  motion  of  thb  kind 
should  be  submitted  to  the  consideratioo 
of  that  branch  of  the  Legislatore  before 
VOL,  LXVI.    {2S} 


the  amended  bill  of  the  OoTernment  was 
brought  under  discussion.  The  people 
were  looking  to  this  report  with  great 
anxiety— in  the  north  of  England  they 
were  looking  to  it  with  special  anxiety. 
The  number  of  letters  which  the  Members 
of  that  House,  known  to  be  opposed  to 
this  law,  received  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  complaining  of  its  harsh^  unjust, 
and  cruel  operation,  far  exceeded  the 
number  of  communications  that  they  re- 
ceived upon  all  other  subjects  combined  | 
and  the  earnestness  with  which  appeals 
were  made  for  a  relaxation  of  the  law  was 
unabated  and  increasing.  At  the  same 
time  he  was  obliged  to  say  that  there 
existed  no  hope  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
that  there  would  be  any  relaxation  of  this 
most  odious  and  oppressive  law.  The 
people  believed  that  tne  two  mat  pirtief 
in  that  House  were  pledged  and  com- 
mitted to  it,  and  that  bo&  parties  were 
entitled  to  an  equal  share  of  the  odiam 
which  attached  to  all  who  supported  it. 
He  had  formerly  thought  that  no  party 
could  stand  in  a  worse  poiitioQ  as  regarded 
this  law  than  the  Whigs ;  bat  be  now  saw 
that  there  was  anothisr  party  in  the  coao- 
try  that  could  act  even  worse  than  the 
Whigs.  When  the  Whigs  introduced  diis 
measure,  it  was  admitted  on  all  hands 
thsLt  something^  most  be  done  with  respect 
to  the  Poor-laws.'  The  country' was  hu 
bouring  under  roost  grievous  bortnens  from 
the  mal-administrntion  of  the  law  of  Elisa*' 
beth.  The  Whig  jperty,  viewing  the  <k>Q«. 
dition  in  which  the  country  was  placed 
admitted,  with  others^  that  aoosething 
must  be  done.  Therdbre,  assiited  bV 
their  friends, '  they  brought  in  this  biu' 
which  was  now  the  law  of  the  land.  They' 
did  not  bring  it  in  until  after  aeommissioii 
of  inquiry  had  been  instituted  and  a  formal' 
report  made.  At  the  time  Uiat  the  hill' 
was  so  brought  f<»ward  it  was,  of  eooney 
problematical  and  speculative  as  to  what 
Its  effects  would  be.  But  yet,  at  that  very' 
time,  the  principle  upon  ^iefa  it  was 
founded  wis  denoonced  on  the  bostiim 
and  at  all  puUie  meetings  by  the  gentler 
men  of  the  Tory  party  in  every  quaiter  of 
the  kingdom.  It  was  denoanced  as  oolii* 
in|P^  from  the  Whigs,  and  waa  eagaily' 
seiied  uponasa  weapoatoem|doyagainiBt 
that  perty.  The  eleetions  eame  oo,  and 
oh!  that  Act  was  a  rue  God-eead 
for  the  Tories.  It  served  their  porpoee ' 
well  They  denoanoed  the  crndties  t&at 
wen  perpetrated  wider  the'  opeiafion  of'' 
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this  law.  Cases  were  selected  and  brought 
forward  upon  the  hustings  as  exemplifica- 
tions of  the  odious  character  and  nature 
of  the  law.  But  by  and  by  the  Tory 
party  came  into  power ;  and  a  thousand 
times  he  had  heard  it  said  by  individuals 
of  the  working  classes, 

"  Well,  if  there  be  do  other  good  from  the 
accession  of  the  Tories,  thank  God  we  sliall 
get  rid  of  the  infernal  Poor-law  Act/' 

This  he  had  heard  not  once  or  twice, 
but  a  thousand  times  at  least. 

''This  good,  at  least,  (said  the  working 
people),  we  shall  obtain  from  the  Tories,  and 
we  will  on  that  account  support  them,  even  if 
we  obtain  nothing  else  from  them.** 

He  had  been  blockhead  enough  to  ha?e 
been  one  of  those  believers  himself.  He 
believed  that  an  improper  construction 
had  been  put  upon  some  words  that  had 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Tamworth  upon  the  subject. 
He  admitted  that :  but  the  expected  re- 
vision of  the  law,  which  was  to  deprive  it 
of  its  harshness  and  cruelty,  and  to  make 
it  a  law  really  beneficial  to  the  poor,  had 
never  been  made.  Upon  that  point  the 
people  had  been  completely  disappointed, 
if  not  grossly  deceived.  What  was  the 
proposition  of  last  year  ?  Was  it  a  pro- 
position to  amend  or  alter  any  one  of  the 
obnoxious  provisions  of  the  existing  law  ? 
No — it  was  a  proposition  to  renew  that 
odious  law  in  all  its  integritv,  and  to  con* 
tinue  its  operation  for  another  five  years. 
The  converts  to  this  law  declared  that 
they  were  prepared  to  encounter  all  the 
odium  and  all  the  consequences  that  could 
possibly  fall  upon  them  in  consequence  of 
their  support  of  the  measure.  He  could 
assure  thorn  that  at  the  next  election  they 
would  feel  the  full  weight  of  the  odium 
they  had  so  justly  incurred.  He  did  not 
believe  (till  the  conviction  was  forced 
upon  him)  that  a  party  boasting  of  so 
many  high-mmded  men,  and  condemning 
what  it  was  pleased  to  call  the  miserable 
fettifogging  of  its  opponents,  would  so 
SGOD  have  forgotten  declarations  and 
pledges  which  had  en  ..bled  them  to  ac- 
quire power,  and  that  they  uould  brcome 
thtr  supporters  nf  a  law  which  ibry  had  so 
louJIv  and  emnhaticallv  cond<.mnoJ.    But 

w  ■  • 

he  h.id  Uci)  decei\ed.  He  siw  that  the 
two  £:reat  patties  iu  that  HiHise  were  fully 
roiiiniilted  to  this  odious  Uw  in  all  Us 
obuoxious  dt  tails  and  principles,  aiul  \n* 
iioM-  b<Llie\(«l,  that  it  would  iir\er  l>eri.i«fd 


from  the  statute  book  nnleH  bj  At 
of  public  opinion.  Ha  wu  now 
vinced  that  it  would  never  be 
by  the  will  and  desire  of  ibefc  Hooie.  Be 
had  always  contended  ihet  if  thew  d^ 
sired  to  have  the  adminittntioD  of  raTief  10 
the  poor  founded  upon  a  principle  of 
formity,  the  Legislature  ouglil  to 
a  Poor-law  Court,  and  give  the 
Poor-law  Judge :  and  that  in  ihet 
whenever  a  poor  man  appealed 
decision  of  parties  whom  be  ilioald 
to  have  deprived  him  of  hia  rigfala*  the 
country  should  furnish  him  with  mm  adto* 
cate  to  plead  his  cause  at  tbo 
expense.  There  would  then  be 
thing  like  a  uniformity  of 
a  regular  code  of  laws  to  reftf  to. 
it  was  no  matter  how  be  end 
who  agreed  with  him  argued  thie 
tion  here,  or  what  facta  tbey 
forward  to  show  the  craeky 
perfections  of  the  law,  tbey 
mediately  met  by  opposite  stel 
to  the  intent  and  working  of  tbe  Ael» 
showing  that  its  application  depended  en* 
tirely  upon  the  whim  of  the  party  wbo 
to  enforce  it,  and  the  caprice  by 
mind  was  actuated.  At  one  time 
was  stated  to  be  to  efect  an  nnifonn 
throughout  England.  Then  if  bo 
others  brought  forward  instances  in 
it  was  shown  that  different  nodee  of 
ing  the  Act  took  place  atdiffeffent  ^ 
in  the  same  unions,  or  that  diffeient 
terns  of  diet  existed  in  diffinei 
in  some  descending  to  the 
point,  while  in  others,  as  in  tbe  Cilf  ef 
London  Union  for  example,  tbe 
svstem  amounted  almost  to 
then  the  right  hon.  Baronet  lobkiof 
the  reporu,  told  them  that  it  wns  ibe 
object  of  the  law  not  to  piodi 
formity,  but  to  give  to  the  oomn 
a  discretionary  power,  tnablinf 
vary  the  regulstions  accordinf  to 
cumstances  of  the  aevenl  nnione.  So 
that,  do  what  be  and  the  opponents  of  Ibe 
law  would,  they  could  not  ^ei  over  Ibe 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  was  n  moseb 
wiih  them  at  every  point,  end,  vitb  bis 
major  it  V,  more  than  a  maicb.  Wbta 
s(>cakm^  on  a  former  occasioe  es  lo  Ibe 
dietary  of  the  Cay  of  1/MMkm  and  ef 
iinivins  in  the  couiiirv,  be  sdoiitled 
the  commissioners  were  perfectly  ji 
III  ha\ini:  a  vai\in^  system;  but  wby  ?  If 
:i  weie  thr  obfi-ci  \*\  the  commmMBMB  io 
iiuikr  tl»e  puor  iade|iendent  eC  leltnf. 


1189 


Tki  New 


{Fu.  93} 


Po»^La»0 


1190 


to  improve  their  condition,  hi  iho«ld  very 
much  like  to  know  of  the  right  bon.  Ba- 
ronet whether  he  did  not  think  the  com* 
miasioners  had  proceeded  in  i  wrong 
coune?  In  Londooi  where  wages  were 
high,  the  temptations  to  go  into  the  work* 
house  ought  to  be  small*  The  commis- 
sioners should  hold  out  to  the  workmen  of 
London  every  inducement  to  be  careful, 
and  prevent  them  in  the  hour  of  idleness, 
or  when  they  were  out  of  work,  having 
immediate  recourse  to  the  workhOnse; 
therefore  in  London  they  ought  to  estab* 
lish  a  lowerscaleof  diet  than  in  many  placet 
in  the  country.  Let  the  House  see  what  was 
the  situation  of  the  poor  in  many  remote 
parte  of  the  kingdom.  The  guardians  were 
the  same  persons  who  as  masters  employed 
the  labourers  of  the  unions,  and  who  had 
the  power  of  fixing  the  rate  of  wages  in  the 
neighbourhood ;  and  by  these  same  guar* 
dians  it  was  determined,  when  assembled 
at  the  weekly  board,  what  should  be  given 
to  the  labourers  in  the  way  of  relief. 
What,  then,  was  the  state  of  the  poor 
roan  ?  If  he  would  not  receive  the  wages 
fixed  by  the  guardians,  he  must  go  into 
the  workhouse  and  submit  to  the  dietary 
and  regulations  determined  upon  by  the 
very  guardians  who,  as  employers,  liiad 
the  amount  of  wages.  In  other  woids,  if 
Ihe  labouring  man  wottid  not  accept  the 
wages  which  the  guardians  oflered  hioa,  bo 
was  under  the  necessity  of  submiltbg  to 
a  system  almost  of  starvation  in  those  ro* 
ceptacles  called  workhooses.  But,  said 
the  right  boo.  Qentlemaoi  this  was  a  bo-* 
mane  sysiem-^it  waa  one  of  oomfort  to  tbe 
poor,  it  was  foonded  on  Christian  prin- 
ciples, and  was  a  system  of  sound  policy. 
Could  that  be  a  system  of  sound  policy 
which  made  a  mockery  of  the  feelings  of 
the  poor,  and  which  drove  them  to  bate 
all  above  them  in  society  ?  Yes,  it  waa  A 
system  which  caused  the  poor  man  to 
hate,  detest,  and  abhor  the  aristoeratic 
classes,  and  it  was  his  firm  conviction  that 
no  law  or  set  of  laws  bad  produced  so 
much  mischief  in  this  kingdom  as  the 
Poor-law  Amendment  Act;  when  he  said 
mischief,  he  meant  with  reference  to  the 
insecurity  of  our  institutions,  and  the  die. 
satisfied  state  in  whioh  they  found  society. 
Now,  supposing  the  poor  man  was  ad* 
roitted  into  the  workbouse-^soppoeing  bis 
condition  to  be  suoh  as  that  be  eonM  not 
be  denied  admission — that  he  waa  so 
destitute  as  to  consent  to  be  received  into 
one  of  those  disagreeable  reoeptaeleet  i«p* 


posing  this,  then  he  wished  to  know  where 
waa  the  humanity,  or  kindness,  or  Christ 
tian  feeling,  exhibited  in  the  roles  and  re- 
gofaitions  which  bad  been  promulgated  for 
the  government  of  those  places?  Look, 
foreexample,  at  socse  of  the  rules.  pnb« 
lish  d  by  the  commissionefs  in  August, 
1840.  Though  they  were  not  a  part  of 
the  law,  they  were  still  in  operation.  A 
man  whose  necessities,  or  very  often  whose 
infirmities  had  driven  him  into  a  work* 
house,  was  not  allowed,  at  meal  tines,  to 
utter  a  eyllaUe  to  the  person  sitting  next 
to  him  without  aul^JMUinff  himself  to  mi- 
nishmentaabeing  a  disorderly  pauper.  Tbe 
silent  system  was  observed  atOMai  times  in 
the  workhouse.  Look,  again,  at  tbe  rub 
respecting  the  visits  of  friends.  By  rale 
twenty-two,  it  was  declared  that  nO  person 
not  expressly  authorised  by  law,  shoaM 
be  allowed  to  visit  any  pauper,  except  fav 
permission  of  the  master  and  board,  and 
subject  to  such  rastrbtioas  as  the  board 
should  impose.  It  ^  was  necessary  no 
doubt,  that  there  shoiikl  be  mlea  ior  tbe 
governing  of  theee  booses,  bet  it  wee  a 
mockery  to  aute  that  tbe  regulatioos  wbieii 
bad  been  enforced  were  foeaded  epoa 
Christian  principles,,  when  tbe  effect  of 
them  waa  to  torture  tho  fiNlieca  of  visi- 
tors, as  well  as  of  tbe  poor  themialfei^ 
Snob  reles  eouhl  nevev  be  dafcadsd  bjir 
those  who  earafnily  eatamiaed  them.  The 
regnlatkHi  respectwg  visltora  toataioei  a 
proviso^  <«  tint  tbe  faUerview  el  tin  Crieai 
and  the  panpef  sboeld  always  lake  pleee 
in  the  piiselioe  of  tbi  nastesi  um/Uam,  e« 
porter,  end  in  a  feon  sepaiete  fct  thai 
porpose.^  Wos  aat  that  eoavertiat  yoat 
worttboese  inta  a  gadt  Wae  there  aay 
thing  note  restrictive  at  gaoll  t  lodeeiL 
he  believed  that  ia  ntaay  of  oar  gaeli  itt 
wae  not  10  bad  as  this*  A  joaag  ana,  (at 
example,  eoold  ael  go  ioio  a  #orhheswe  IA 
see  end  speek  la  bid  nether«  witbo^l  Iuh^ 
ingaspy  setaina  hiss,  whatever  be  aua^ 
have  to  conaioakit**  And  fbe  poor  bed 
seems  aa  well  as  fbe  fffeb*  Thest  wis* 
matters  of  inpetlafcae  oapaUe  of  sAeliaf 
their  fadiaga  tfad  iaieresie;  aad  a  iea 
might  have  soantbiag  to  dhralfa  tw  his 
mother  wbieb  it  ni^t  he  aaosl  painlal  la 
bin  to  lolate  ia  taa  prsaaaoa  of  a  tbM 
party }  and  yit  tbe  yovag  aaaa  eoaU  aiC 
make  each  a  eemnlaiiottioa  aalsn  ia 
the  prsseasa  of  a  a|iy*  Tb  tab  of  Ihii 
beiag  fiMaded  an  hanaae  aad  Obnlb 
imn  prinei|ilaa!  It  was  a  wedtidNf 
to  sey  that  each  a  lata  hta  aaflKiig 
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of  Christianity  or  humanity  in  it.  The 
ri(j:ht  hoc.  Gentleman  has  said,  that 
other  countries  do  not  possess  such  a  law 
as  our  present  Poor-law.  He  admitted 
that  many  nations  have  not  such  a  law ; 
and  that  our  present  law,  even,  is  infinitely 
better  than  that  which  prevails  in  other 
countries.  But  we  complain  of  the  sub- 
stitution of  the  present  law  for  the  law  of 
Elizabeth ;  we  say,  that  you  have  robbed 
the  poor  of  this  country  of  one  of  their 
most  precious  rights  by  the  virtual  repeal 
of  the  act  of  Elizabeth.  What  have  the 
poor  done  that  they  should  be  treated  in 
this  manner,  and  by  whom  are  they  thus 
treated  ?  What  he  said  on  this  subject 
may  be  very  unpleasant,  and  may  sound 
very  gratingly  to  hon.  Gentlemen  o't>po- 
site.  On  this  side  of  the  House  it  was 
contended  that  you  do  not  give  to  the 
people  the  opportunity  of  turning  their 
labour  to  the  best  account, — that  you 
have  restrictive  laws  with  regard  to  com- 
merce, which  interfere  with  the  poor  in 
their  demand  for  labour, — and  that  if  you 
were  to  repeal  certain  laws  with  reference 
to  the  importation  of  food,  the  poor  would 
have  afforded  to  them  an  infinitely  better 
opportunity  of  disposing  of  their  labour  to 
advantage  than  they  now  possess.  On 
the  other  side  of  the  House  you  contend 
that,  for  certain  reasons,  these  laws  cught 
not  to  be  repealed.  It  is  the  belief  of 
some  persons — forming  a  not  inconsi- 
derable party — that  these  laws  are  main- 
tained for  your  own  benefit ;  and  he  be- 
lieved that  certain  Members  had  the  sa- 
gacity to  be  aware  that  they  promoted 
their  own  benefit,  and  for  that  reason  they 
adhered  to  them  with  amazing  pertinacity. 
Now,  was  it  not  scandalous,  was  it  not 
unjust,  was  it  not  iniquitous,  to  deny  to 
the  poor  man  the  opportunity  of  turning 
his  power  of  labouring  to  the  best  account, 
and  then,  because  he  cannot  procure 
wages,  to  punish  him  for  the  fault?  That 
was  a  question  to  which  he  should  like  to 
have  an  answer.  He  did  not  know  anything 
moreinhuman.  He  could  notconceiveany- 
tiling  more  monstrous,  than  such  a  state 
of  things;  and  it  was  the  bitter  complaint 
of  the  poor  that  the  Legislature  would  not 
afford  them  an  opportunity  of  becoming 
richer,  and  that  it  punished  them  in 
consequence  of  their  poverty.  It  would 
be  useless,  at  this  time,  to  bring  forward  a 
multitude  of  details,  to  show  the  opcraiioi) 
of  thi'  Poor-law  in  this  country  :  hnt  he 
could  assure  the  House  it  was  iiu  uncom- 


mon circumstance  for  him  to  Meet  vitk 
cases  in  which  men  have  deprived 
selves  of  life  rather  than  go  iDto 
these  union  workhoaseg.  He 
un frequently,  with  cases  of 
being  in  a  state  of  destitatioo,  and 
that  this  destitutioQ  might  lead  then  to 
the  workhouse,  in  a  moment  of 
deprived  themselves  of  existence.  He 
heard  many  tales  of  sufTeriog  and  woe  m 
the  families  of  the  poor ;  and  he  coold  as- 
sert that,  instead  of  the  preaeot  lew 
deemed  a  blessing  by  the  workin|^ 
they  considered  it  the  heavieat 
which  they  were  ever  visited.  If  the  I 
hers  of  this  House  were  wise,  if  the 
tocracy  of  this  country  were  prudent,  if 
they  were  as  sagacious  on  this  aahject 
they  were  regardful  of  what  they 
their  own  interests,  they  would  not 
tate  to  relax  the  principles  of  thb 
sure,  and  so  to  amend  the  law  as  to  elbv 
the  rate- payers,  the  parties  who  aaeke  aed 
who  pay  the  rates,  to  be  distribatoia  of 
these  rates  among  their  poorer  neighbonKi 
But  it  was  contended  that  there  must  be 
a  power  vested  in  the  guardians  of  with- 
holding relief;  and  it  was  hoped  that,  by 
allowing  an  appeal  from  the  goardiana  ia 
the  country  to  the  commissKMiera  in 
don,  the  guardians  would  incur  little odi 
by  the  refusal  of  relief.  It  had 
argued  in  that  House,  that  no  regarf 
should  be  paid  to  the  character  of  the  a^ 
plicant  for  relief,  that  the  guardiana  era  ts 
be  influenced  only  by  the  state  of  doaiile 
tion  in  which  the  applicant  may  be.  withoat 
any  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  that 
destitution  may  have  been  caused.  1W 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  the  city  of 
London,  declared  most  emphatically 
it  was  monstrous  to  give  the  gnaidi 
the  power  of  regulating  the  amount  of 
lief  according  to  the  character  and 
duct  of  the  party  making  the  application* 
He  had  repeatedly  pointed  out  the  danger 
of  such  a  principle  as  that  for  which  the 
noble  Lord  contended ;  and  when  the  aria* 
tocracy  of  this  country  determine  by  law 
that  the  guardians,  in  administering Vdief 
to  applicants  in  a  state  of  distress,  shonM 
have  no  regard  to  the  character  or  condact 
of  the  applicant,  they  were  laying  the 
foundation  of  a  state  of  things  which 
could  not  be  contemplated  withoal  cs- 
trcme  apprehension.  What  was  the 
pursued  in  former  times,  when  the 
were  open,  and  b(>fore  the  select 
acts  weri'  •^«<»*^  ?  The  poor  persona 
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in  the  bkbit  of  altendiog  (he  nte-payers 
In  ihe  veMry-room,  and  applinlion  after 
application  wai  ninde  for  relief.  The 
dealiluie  weie  relieved ;  but  sonetbing 
more  (han  relief  wag  given  to  [hose  of  de- 
Kmng  and  unifoTm  ^ood  character.  Thty 
received  kindly  and  aympathizing  treat- 
ment from  the  peraons  who  bad  the  dia- 
po*at  of  the  ratei,  and  who  bestowed 
them, — the  poueuors  and  creator)  of  the 
property;  but  the  present  law  denied  to 
the  creators  of  the  property  the  opportu- 
nity of  bestowing  that  property  upon  their 
poorer  neighbours  as  they  thought  Gt. 
That  WIS  the  reason  why  he  »  ilrongly 
complained  of  the  repeal  of  the 
ment  of  Elizabeth ;  in  that  law  no  such 
provision  is  to  be  found ;  but  the  pre- 
sent law  took  from  the  guardians  the 
power  of  giving  relief,  and  left  them  a! 
the  mercy  of  ihe  commissioners.  He  wai 
glad  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Notting- 
ham had  brought  this  subject  before  the 
House  in  its  present  form.  He  was  glad 
that  the  principle  of  the  law  was  to  be 
considered,  and  that  the  vote  of  the 
House  was  to  be  taken  on  the  question 
and  he  hoped  that  the  people  of  this 
country,  who  had  manifested  much  anxiety 
and  interest  with  reference  to  the  openu 
tion  of  this  taw,  would  have  some  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  that  House  in  dealing 
with  the  questiou  when  ihey  are  called 
upon  to  return  represent  at  i  vet  to  ParlJa* 
ment. 

Mr.  Borlkmck  said,  there  was  no  ques- 
tion to  which  be  waa  ansioui  to  give  mcfa 
careful  attention  as  that  which  waa  now 
brought  before  the  House  by  the  motiw  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Nottingham.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Secretary  <A 
State  for^  the  Home  Drpartment,  had 
charged  those  who  supported  the  views 
advocated  by  the  boo.  Member  for  Not- 
tingham— who  had  so  long  and  consis- 
teotly,  and  be  would  add  so  ably  argued 
the  question  in  that  House  on  various  oc- 
casions —  with  popularity-hunting,  and 
with  ditTering  from  perhaps  the  highest 
authority  in  this  country.  With  respect 
to  the  first  charge,  he  would  ask  the,  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  whom  did  tlte  oppooents 
of  the  present  Poor-law  court  ?  The  poor. 
What  advantage  then  might  they  expect 
tu  derive  from  flattering  and  ooorting  the 
poor,  who  were  incapable  of  rendering  aoj 
other  return  than  thanks  for  the  exertions 
which  were  made  on  tbeir  behalf?  He 
thought  the  right  hoot  Ceatlemw  had 


treated  somewhat  uofidrlT  the  obaem- 
dons  of  the  hon.  Uember  nir  Nottingliui 
with  respect  to  bis  having  Tentarea  to 
difier  from  the  Duke  of  W^ington  tm  tfaii 
qaestion.  The  boo.  Member  for  Notting- 
ham could  not  have  used  more  respectnil 
language  than  he  had  done  in  referring  to 
the  noble  Duke.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
said,  that  that  noble  individoal  was  the 
highest  living  inthoritj  in  matters  re- 
lating to  war,  bat  that  be  yet  must  differ 
from  nim  in  the  opinions  he  entertained 
on  this  subject.  If  hem.  Ueml)en  were  td 
surrender  thMr  judgment  in  that  Hoase, 
if  thev  were  to  bow  liefore  talent  and  ebilitT, 
he  did  not  know  any  individiia]  wjUiin 
those  walls  to  whom  he  nonld  moiereadilf 
surrender  his  judgment  than  to  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  the  Secretary  fat  the  Heme 
Department,  There  waa  no  one  for  whom 
he  entertained  hitler  respect,  end  in  whose 
judgment  he  repoeed  greater  confidence 
than  the  right  hon.  Baronet ;  bat  he  most 
say,  that  he  could  not  surrender  his  judg- 
ment, and  that  he  coold  not  shrink  from 
doing  that  duty  whidi  be  was  sent  Into 
the  House  to  perform,  from  a  rmid  fat 
the  opinions  «  anj  Indiridual,  however 
able  and  disthignished  he  might  be.  Ha 
would  not,  bytuch  asorrender  of  his  judg- 
ment, render  himself  liaUe  to  the  chaiwe, 
on  the  part  of  his  coBstituents,  of  hanng 
n^lected  tbeir  interests.  It  had  been  said, 
that  this  country  possessed  a  mofe  perfect 
PoorJaw  tlian  any  other  nation  eniofcd ; 
bat  he  thought,  that  if  they  looked  at 
Spain,  and  other  Roman  Cadiolic  codb- 
triea,  they  would  ezhiixt  a  woodeifiil  ooa- 
trast  as  compared  with  Englud.  He 
would  not,  boirarer,  enter  into  that  qneo> 
tion ;  but  he  vooU  take  lesre  reqieemilly 
to  asit  the  right  hon.  Bannet  the  Seere- 
IW7  of  SUte  for  th«  Home  D^artneat, 
whether  there  wcve  not  a  eonotrj  which 
once  had  a  mvA  nor*  Christian  ^stiot  of 
Pow-lawB  than  Englud  now  possessed  ^ 
He  alladed  to  Eu^  itaeif  at  two  dis- 
tinct periods,  before  the  reigs  of  Heorjr 
8th,  and  at  tbo  tlaM  of  EUsabathf  At 
the  period  when  Viffuxj  8th  oosiflscated 
tlut  property  which  was  aAnowledgwl  to 
be  the  right  of  the  poor,  and  tiiraw  *pm 
his  inmaanrs  the  necessity  of  nroriung 
Bomo  law  for  tbeir  rdief,  Engiana  tmqnoo. 
liooayy  then  posssssed  a  code  of  laws  n- 
lating  to  the  poer  iadaiiely  Bora  Cbila. 


sziatesKB.    Ho  would  m  also  that  tlw 
prindpleoftba  law  by  which  Qasan  Ell. 
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zabeth  made  (irovisioo  for  tlic  relief  of  the  I 
wants  of  tlie  poor  was  much  more  huoiaue, 
and  much  more  ooosistcDt  with  the  princi- 
ples of  Christianity  and  charity,  than  the 
law  which  was  now  under  discussion.    But 
did  it  therefore  follow  that  no  change  could 
be  made  in  the  provisions  of  the  present 
Poor  law^  without  going  hack  entirely  to 
the  law  of  Eliiabeth  ?  By  no  means.     He 
would  adopt  the  principles  of  the  law  of 
£liaabeth^  but  iu  their  application  to  the 
preaent  state  of  the  country  those  princi- 
ples might  be  greatly  and  beneficially  modi- 
fied.    He  would  be  travelling  yary  much 
beyond  his  province  if  he   ventured   to 
sugicest  to  the  House  tlio  framework  of  a 
new  law  on  this  subject.     But,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  principles  u|ion  which  the  pre. 
sent  law  was  founde<l,  whether  it  was  or 
was  not  founded  u|K)n  tlio  express  docu- 
ment to  which  the  hoti.  Member  for  Not- 
tingham  referred   in   his  resolutions,    or 
upon  other  rea)mmendations,  tliosc  prin- 
ciples he  considered  so  strongly  op{M)sed 
to  the  principles  upon  whidi  such  a  luw 
ought  to  be  grounded  iu  this  country,  that 
he  would  feci  it  his  duty  to  vote  ^r  the 
motion  of  the  lion.  Gentleman  behind  him. 
Whether  or  not  the  document  which  the 
bon.  Member  had  quoted,  was  the  express 
document  upon  which  the  existing  law  was 
framed  was  a  matter  of  comparative  indif- 
ference ;  but  it  was  well  knowu  that  the 
principles  asserted  in  that  document  were 
precisely  similar  to  those  u|K>n  which  the 
pn^scnt    Poor-law    was    grounded.      The 
principle  of  tlie  Poor-law,  as  it  now  ex- 
isted, was  neither  more  nor  less  than  this, 
-—that  when  the  poor  ap|ilied  Air  relief  in 
th<*  country  in  whii*h  they  were  born,  and 
in  which  they  had  expended  tlieir  industry, 
tliey  should  be  tolu,  *' There  arc  many 
among  you  who  arc  not  deserving  of  the 
relief  which  the  country  provides.     Vou 
are  intruders  upon  the  legitimate  inherit- 
ance of  the  poiir.     I  do  not  say  you  who 
now  apply  belong  to  that  class,  but  I  will 
try  whether  you  do  or  nf>t  by  this  test  :  if 
yon  arc  prcp:ire<l  to  forfeit  all  such  tics  as 
iiind  vou  to  vour  Iumucm  and  dearest  rela- 
tinuships  in  onlcr  to  pntvr  that  you  cannot 
get  bread,  and  that  you  art*  ready  to  go  to 
the    workhouse,   1    will    believe  that   vou 
U'long   to   the   virtuous   poor ;    that  you 
really  want  bread  ;  that  you   are  an  in> 
dustrioiis  poor  man,  who,  having  i>x|M'nded 
your  strength  on  behalf  of  your  c<iuntry. 
are  deserving  «»f  siip))ort  at  the  hands  of 
the  public."  This  w:is  the  himplo  itriiit-iple 
that  lay  at  the  bottom  of  tlie  whole  Puw- 
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law.  He  asked  the  right  boa. 
any  other  hoo.  Gentleman  to  Idl 
what  manner  of  ingenuity  he 
cover  a  principle  so  dinN^tly 
Christianity,  so  directly  oppcind'  to 
policy,  so  directly  <^posea  to  tke  T 
of  charity  and  benevolenoe  as  this  ? 
was  the  manner  in  which  they 
the  principle  to  which  he  relenvd. 
board  sitting  at  Londoo  all 
might  occur,  however  remote  the 
the  country  where  they  oocnrredl^ 
ultimately  referralde.  Thoae  pana 
applied  for  relief  must  be  nmwtd  te  the 
London  commission.  He  did  not 
to  the  character  of  the  gentlemee 
comix)sed  that  commission ;  whet  he 
tended  for  was,  that  the  comniiaaioocn 
a  law  to  administer  which  was  so  loheMetly 
cruel,  that  if  you  had  the  quintenneiios  si 
charity  itself  embodied,  and  adniiiistesivf 
the  Poor-law,  it  would  be  inpossilile  Is 
help  acts  of   harshness.      The   qi 


before  the  House  was  a  question  of  PsiA- 
ciple,  and  he  most  sincerely  ihankeoths 
hon.  Gentleman  behind  him«  that  he  hsi 
reduced  it  to  a  simple  and  short  forai.  Hs 
would  not  detain  the  House  further 
to  say  that  lie  should  have  great 
in  supporting  the  motion  of  the  boB. 
tieman,  and  whenever  the  Poor-lev 
before  the  House,  he  should  SDppoft  ths 
spirit  of  the  motion  by  demonstnnng  evcff 
opposition  to  that  law  in  his  power. 

Mr.  At^lionhy  said,  that  the  motioa  fadbie 
the  House  was  so  peculiar  in  form  that  ke. 
should  not  vote  upon  it  without  git 
reasons  why  he  shouM  sup|isrt  the 
Member  for  Nottingham.  It 
well,  lest  the  |Miblic  should  he 

rranoe  of  the  rules  of  the  Hi 
rve  that  in  point  of  kttm  eaob 
tion  was  taken   separately,  aad  that  the 
i  louse  was,  in  tlie  first  place,  and  at 
sent,  about  to  come  to  a  vole  on  the 
resolution.     Tkax  resolution 
wonls: — 


**  That  in  a  dncurornl  entitled  *  M< 
submitted  by  the  Pixir-law  C*ommissi4 
htM  Maj<'sty*s  Ministcn^,*  appear  the 
passaf^L's  : — *lliat  at  nny  time  after  the' 
t)f  tbi>  aci  the  Board  of  CoirtrQl  riall 
power,  by  an  order,  with  such 
shall  be  thought  necessary,  to  disaUow'ihs 
tinuancc  of  relief  to  the  indigent, 
and  the  im^iotent,  in  any  oUier  mode  ihaala  a 
workhouse,  n^giilated  in  such  manner  as  hy  ihs 
afnrc!(aid  Board  of  Control  shall  be 
od  :'  *Thv  fiowcr  nf  the  Commisshmcn 
\vM  lo  rcdutre  allowBoces,  bet  not  to 
ibem;'   'After  this  has 
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ordars  ma;  b«  (ent  forth  diractiog  that,  «A«i ' 
such  a  day,  all  out-door  relief  (hmild  be  giTau 
ptrilj  ill  kind  ;  after  another  period  it  ihoukl 
he  wholly  '\a  bread;  that,  after  luch  aoolhei 
period,  it  should  be  sradualiy  dimiaished  in 
quantity  until  that  mode  of  relief  wa»  extin- 
guinlied.  From  the  first  the  relief  ibonld  be 
altered  in  quality,  coarse  brown  bread  beieg 
subslitated  for  fine  white,  sad,  eoneiinenlly 
with  these  meeturei  as  to  the  out-door  poor,  • 
gradual  reductioii  (boald  be  made  in  tH  diet 
of  iha  in-door  poor,  aitd  strict  regnlatiou  ett- 

He  did  iwt  undenUinl,  that  on  any  hand 
thow  words  were  denied  to  be  in  the 
document  in  queation ;  but  the  effect  of 
the  right  lioD.  Baronet's  motion  voald  be 
this,  "  though  true  it  is,  that  such  a  do- 
cument and  luch  passages  do  exist,  yet  it 
is  not  expedient  to  diicuaa  them  at  pre- 
sent." That  was  the  meaning  of  the  rote 
which  the  Honie  was  called  wfoa  by  the 
right  bon.  Baronet  to  pas*  on  the  first  le- 
solution.  Now,  be  bad  always  approved 
of  the  Poor-taw  in  ita  general  prindplei; 
be  supported  it  on  its  passing  {  be  be- 
liertid,  that  while  it  was  a  good  law  in  its 
general  principles,  many  of  ita  detail*  had 
worked  well  for  the  poor;  but  thoogh  ke 
did  not  go  tothe-ftill  extent  with  the  hoD. 
Member  for  Nottingham  in  his  news,  lie 
thought  that  many  of  tbe  prariHons  of  the 
law  were  harsh  in  their  nature,  and  had 
been  harshly  worked  oud  and  be  beliared 
were  disgustful  to  the  poor,  and,  in  gene- 
ral, uontis&ctory  to  the  ratepayers  of  the 
kingdom.  He  thought  some  of  tbe  pro- 
visions of  the  act  so  harch  and  uotttts. 
foctory  that  be  could  not  aupport  then. 
Let  it  be  obserred,  bowerer,  that  he  waa 
not  popntaiity-hunting  by  decrying  tbe 
whole  Poor-law,  bat  that  what  be  nid 
was,  that  there  were  proririons  to  which, 
as  lenderinjT  the  law  unpalatable  to  tbe 
people  (as  for  instance,  the  provinona  r» 
specting  out-door  tetief),  he  waa  oppoand. 
He  should,  therefore,  rote  on  this  ^oeatiM 
with  the  bon.  Member  for  Nottugbun, 
because  be  thought  it  waa  not  expediont 
tn  giro  tbe  go-by  to  a  subject  of  tliia  kind. 
He  wished  to  press  on  tbe  Houm  the 
spirit  of  the  news  of  tbe  boo.  Heaiber  far 
Nottingham,  and  he  hoped  they  weald  not 
fail  early  in  the  Seaaioo  to  Ulce  into  OOB. 
nderatioo  the  whole  of  the  Poor-law,  with 
a  view  to  ameliorate  such  of  ita  providani 
as  were  harsb.  As  to  tbe  prindua  of  oaU 
door  relief,  he  could  not  forget  now  great 
had  bran  tbe  diSereooe  of  practice  Mtted  OB 
ft  former  ocouoo  by  the  iwht  bon.  Beroaat 
tbe  Hone  Sectets^  and  t&D  right  hm.  £•• 


ronet  the  Member  for  Kent  (Sir  E.  Knatch- 
bull).  The  right  hoB.  Member  fbr  Kent  had 
stated,  that  an  applicatimi  hw)  been  nada 
by  him,  as  chairman  of  a  board  of  gnar- 
diaoa  in  Kent,  to  be  allowed  to  ad(^ 
n  rriaxation  of  the  ]mnd|de,  which  waa 
refaaed ;  while  the  other  right  boo,  &»■ 
ronet  had  stated,  that  tbe  iMgtows  gnar* 
diana  had  made  the  aame  appKevtiOB 
which  waa  aeeeded  to,  and  that  If  it  had 
not  been  they  mold  not  hare  ctntinoed 
in  olfiee  anouur  noBeot.  Hut  waa  the 
mode  in  wbaA  the  principle  had  bee* 
worked  aome  time  i^.  Siooo  then,  bow- 
erer,  it  bad  been  nuderially  relaxed.  Now, 
he  ^ectad  to  avch  la^,  arlntnrr,  aad 
capricioua  powers  bdng  veeted  in  the 
bands  of  any  set  of  men.  On  the  whob, 
therefore,  tnongh  generally  &n)iirahie  to 
the  Poor-law,  be  thon^t  there  were  haiak 
prorisiona  in  it  which  pnvented  hs  wadk> 
ing  aa  well  ai  it  ongbt,  and  believing  that 
thoee  banb  prorliion*  had  been  reMend 
otill  harsher  V  ^  muner  in  which  tiwf 
had  been  womd  out,  he  hoped  the  Houae 
would  aa  soon  «•  poanhl^  carry  into  efleet 
tome  of  tbe  aentimeatoetpresied  in  the  ra- 
tolutiotuof thflion.  MemW.  Perbapethe 
rirtt  hou.  Baronet  (Sir  J.  Graham)  wooU 
allow  him  to  call  hia  attention  to  the  third 
and  fifth  reaolndonB.  The  third  stated,  that 
the  suffering  already  cauaed  by  the  partial 
enforoement  of  thoee  reciMDmendatioat^  and 
the  amount  of  oot-door  relief,  in  s^te  of 
tbem,  atill  adrainiatend,  showed  their 
prorinoni  to  have  been  at  once  cmd  and 
impracticable.  He  thought  that  would 
not  be  denied;  he  believed,  that  tboie 
provisiaiiB  had  been  carried  ottt  In  a  mat 
objectionable  node.  The  fifth  naelBtlea 
staled, 

"  Tba  ihia  Heosa  lUnk  it  ai^adiant  to  de- 
mand suA  a  raeoBstniction  m  tba  sxistiag 
system  as  ibaU  make  it  coabnaable  to  Chiis* 
tiani^,  soond  poHoy,  and  tbe  afldent  conada 
lotion  of  ddi  realm." 

He  adopted  that  itafsat  in  itaapirit, 
without  bwdiag  lumadf  to  aay  partuxihr 
fanaofwoeda. 

He.  Crifpt  was  anxiooi  to  atala,  ia 
reply  to  what  had  been  staled  laaportiag 
the  QinBcealer  workbeoae,  that  pvaaaa 
in  th«t  worUmaa  lived,  ha  wee  sorry  to 
say,  better  than  maay  of  thoee  who  weM 
called  oa  to  pay  poor-iatesL  Tbe  dietiiy 
table  which  had  bean  priolod  in  Tka  nnee 
and  variooa  other  aewepu 
dielw;  table  aaad  in  the  C 
k0w»;  dan  WM  BM  t  itailt  day  «• 
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which  the  paupers  in  hat  workhouse  had 
ever  been  fed  od  the  dietary  table.  If  the 
table  was  signed  by  the  Poor-law  CommiB- 
sioners,  that  might  be  an  instance  of  their 
neglect,  but  at  any  rate,  the  table  never 
was  a  single  day  or  a  single  hour  acted  on 
in  the  Cirencester  workhouse.  When  the 
hon.  Member  for  Nottingham  next  quoted 
the  dietary  of  the  Cirencester  workhouje, 
let  him  be  sure  to  get  the  right  one. 

Colonel  Siblkorp  would  oppose  the 
principles  of  the  Poor-law,  in  whatever 
shape  it  came  before  the  House,  and 
therefcre  he  snpporled  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Nottingham,  whom  he 
wished  to  thank  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  brought  the  question  before  the 
House.  He  did  not  wish  to  lay  any 
weighty  chai^  against  the  ron 
but  he  did  complain  of  the 
which  the  commission  was  constituted, 
and  of  the  way  in  which  they  had 
acted ;  and  he  thought  it  a  little  too  much 
that  any  body  of  commissioners  sitting  in 
London,  who  could  not  he  conversant  with 
the  wants  of  particular  counties,  should 
dare,  as  he  would  call  it,  to  interfere  wiih 
the  local  bodies  of  guardians,  who  were 
fat  better  qualified  to  find  out  what  de- 
scription'of  persons  were  deserving  objects, 
in  their  administration  of  relief.  There 
could  not  be  a  question  of  the  numbei 


men  that  they  should  take  cvety  opMrt» 

uity  to  express  their  repugnmnoa  >■■■««• 
aion  to  the  Poor-law,  and  be  most  ^t^,  &r 
his  part,  that  he  thought  that  icM 
perhaps,  in  some  casea,  inwfat  1 
founded ;  but  he  could  not  fiNmr  t 
the  course  they  were  about  to  t^i  ia  gH^ 
ing  their  votes,  becauae  be  tboo^t  thttM 
a  Member  of  the  Legisktare  he  awg^rt  Mt 
to  pursue  an  indiatTimiDatingoDiBae  nf^ 
position  to  any  measure,  but  ought  ta  Imk 
to  the  questions  which  misbt  ba  aahnllri 
'see  whetber  Atf  mb 


ID  the  House,  and  si 
such  as  to  enable  bim  to  adopt  s  ■ 
tory  and  useful  course  upon  t' 
respect  to  the  preseotnotm 
hesitate  to  say,  that 
many  respects  with  the  boo.  Bfaahw 
,^  for  Nottingham,  but  the  bw.  llfhw 
j„'  had  placed  the  question  before  tbo  H«n 
in  such  a  way  that  he  could  Dot  gin  At 
hon.  Member  his  vote.  He  nmcnMi^ 
however,  against  the  attempt  or  ibe  him. 
Member  for  Finsbur^  to  gin  aa  bla- 
pretation  to  the  mntion  wnicb  wm  tmk 
as  he  could  not  admit-  The  hoa.  Hviks 
had  told  the  House,  that  tba  qmrtka  wm 
not  that  which  the  hon.  Member  lor  Met 
tingham  expressed  in  tbe  lenna  of  the  Ifr 
solutions,  but  that  the  questioa  waa,  wk^ 
ther  the  House  was  to  make  anj  rel^fr 
tions  at  all  in  the  admioistratioo  of  ikt 
]  Poor-law.     Now,  he  would  not  admit  Oat 


taken  place  among  the  class  of  pcopli 
whom   the   Poor-law  operated;    lie    had 
heard  of  a  number  of  cases  himself,  which 
he  should  bring  forward,  unless  he  found 
them  contradicted.     For  his  own  part,  he 
should  be  glad  to  resort  to    ' 
in  his   opinion  it  was  n  n: 
law;  in  the  neighbourhood 
resided  he  knew  of  no  one  pi 
to  the  poor  under  it,  or  of 


administered  ^ 


ith  [ 


admit  no  such  thing.     The  fint  qn 
at  present  before  the  House  waa,  wbt 
certain  passages  were  or  were  not  ooDia 
in  a  document  entitled,  "  Mettoiea  nk 
mitted  by  the  Poor-law  CummiMiop^*  *■ 
the  old  law  ;    her  Majesty's  Miniiters;"  and  be  t 
"'*  excellent    ,i,at  if  hon.  Memben  were   prepi 

which  he  ;  afErm   all  the  atatemenU  in  tbia   l 

of  cruelly  ,  f\g„^  \x  ^^  unquestionably  tfacir  datrla 
having  been    ^oU-  with  tbe  hon.  Member  for  NottM- 


feeling  to  the  poor;  but  in  stepped  this 
New  Poor-law,  and  matters  wcrechnngcd, 
immediately  changed,  for  the  worse.  He 
cave  his  most  cnrdial  support  tu  the  hon. 
!\lember  for  Nottingham,  together  with 
his  thanks  to  him  for  the  mode  in  tvliich 
he  had  expressed  his  general  views,  and 
for  his  kind  feelings  to  the  poor.  He 
should  repeat  what  he  had  often  snid 
before, — that  until  he  saw  some  measures 
adopted  more  in  consistency  with  llic 
feelings  of  humanity,  he  should  continue 
to  oppose  the  present  Poor-law. 

Mr.  MJiH   S.    Wurlleii    said,  that    the 
House  hud  bccu  told  by  two  boo.  Gentle- 


y  other  than  good    ham ;  if  not,  then,  he  nid,  thej  cmM  mI 


the  hon.  Member  their  MippoKt; 
rhnugh  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  withhold  In 
support  on  this  occasinn,  yet  he  ofaoaH 
hold  himself  free  to  consider  any  cha^i 
in  the  Poor-law  that  might  be  pmnoM^ 
and  he  should  do  his  best  to  aid  ia 
liny  attempt  to  remedy  its  defects,  tmk 
adapt  it  to  the  situation  and  wiahei  of  iha 
country-.  That  was  the  coutae  which  he 
had  from  the  first  adopted,  and  that  waa 
tliccoursewhirhhewouldpursue.  Thebaa. 
Member  fur  Finsburi' — who,  (o  hii  repel; 
had  left  the  Housc-^had  ricwed  tbo  m^ 
tion  in  a  light  which,  if  pemitted  Id  ■•. 
main,  woulu  place  many  O-"*"-" 
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iDFidious  position — a  position  in  «fhicb  it 
was  possible  the  hon.  Gentleman  wished 
to  include  him  with  others.  He^  however, 
would  take  the  liberty  at  once  to  reject  his 
imputations.  He  never  on  any  occasion  or 
at  any  period  held  out  an  expectation  to 
those  who  sent  him  to  that  House^  that  it 
was  his  object  or  intention  to  annihilate 
the  existing  Poor-law,  or  to  expunge  it 
from  the  statute  book.  On  the  contrary, 
on  all  occasions,  as  on  the  present,  when- 
ever speaking  of  this  question,  he  had 
always  said,  that  considering  the  outlay 
which  had  been  incurred««considering  the 
time  during  which  the  law  was  in  opera- 
tion— and  considering  the  various  and 
extensive  arrangements  which  had  taken 
place  under  its  authority,  he  considered  it 
impossible  now  to  repeal  that  law.  He 
however,  at  the  same  time,  said,  that  there 
were  certain  points  in  the  law  which  he 
distinctly  considered  to  be  rigorous  and  de- 
fective ;  that  such  parts  would  require  to  be 
altered  and  ameliorated,  and  that  he  would 
certainly  devote  his  attention  to  the  attain- 
ment of  that  object.  When,  however,  he 
was  asked  whether  he  would  support  any 
motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  law,  his  inva- 
riable answer  to  all  such  questions  was, 
that  he  would  do  no  such  thing.  He  again 
ureed  the  same  arguments,  that  the  Jaw 
had  been  many  years  in  operation,  that  its 
machinery  had  been  constructed  at  con- 
siderable expense,  that  it  had  been  adapted 
to  the  various  parts  of  the  country,  and 
under  such  circumstances  and  with  such 
considerations  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him  to  adopt  the  opinion  that  it  ought  to 
be  totally  repealed ;  but  he  would  cordially 
concur  in  any  practical  plan  for  fixing  ana 
removing  its  defects,  for  altering  and  re- 
pealing such  of  its  enactments  as  apjgeared 
to  require  alteration,  and  for  adaptmg  it 
more  thoroughly  to  the  existing  state  of 
society.  Such  being  the  opinions  he  had 
always  expressed,  and  such  the  views  he 
had  entertained  on  the  subject,  be  thought 
he  might  safely  bid  defiance  to  any  im- 
putations which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Finsbury  might  think  fit  to  cast.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Finsbury  chose  to  throw 
obloquy  upon  the  present  Government 
on  the  same  grounds,  and  assumed  that 
they  had  at  the  late  elections  given  an  im- 
plied expectation  that  the  present  Poor- 
law  should  be  repealed  in  the  event  of  their 
coming  into  power.  He  never  heard  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  bead 
of  her  Majesty's   Government  had  ewer 

held  out  aoy  such  expoctatioDj  bat  tte 


right  hon.  Baronet,  in  his  speech  to  his  own 
constituency  at  Tam worth,  in  the  midst  of 
the  general  election,  declared  that  he  would 
oppose  any  alteration  in  principle  of  the 
existing  law.  This  declaration  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  circulated  by  means  of 
the  press  throughout  the  country.  He 
recollected  to  have  read  that  deGuratioa 
with  some  disappointment.  He  wished 
that  the  dedaratioa  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  been  somewhat  ooalified; 
but  such  was  the  statement  mans  by  the 
riffht  hon.  jBaronet^  and  he;,  as  a  supporter 
of  the  present  Government,  rqected  the 
imputation  attempted  to  be  cast  npon 
them  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Unsbory 
when  it  was  insinuated  that  they  wished 
to  mislead  the  oountryi  and  to  create  an 
erroneous  impression  with  respect  te  the 
manner  in  wnich  they  intended  to  act  as 
regarded  the  Poor-law.  Now,  «s  to  the 
ouestion  at  present  before  the  House.  The 
nrst  of  the  resolutions,  founded  upon  m 
document  said  to  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Pomvlaw  Commissioners,  was  as  follows: 


^Tbat  these  reeommeodatkms,  applicahle 
alike  to  ever]^  class  of  the  poor,  and  e^mng 
ao  indiscriminate  reduction  of  their  physiou 
comforts  to  the  lowest  endurable  pomt,  art 
shown  by  die  subseqoent  orders  ana  praeties 
of  the  Poor-law  Commissioners  to  form  the 
real  and  avowed  basis  of  the  present  system  of 
Poor-law  relief.'* 

This  was  the  resolqtion  whidi  the 
House  was  then  called  upon  to  affirm^ 
and  he  for  one  "Could  not  do  so.  So  iv 
from  sa]ring  that  soch  was  the  oase^  he 
would  reject  the  resolatkm,  for  he  dsfiied 
that  sach  was  profed  to  bt  the  spirit  ef  tht 
act,  or  Its  substantial  mctioe.  When  he 
was  asked  to  aflbrm  the  edsteoee  of  the 
document  npon  which  tbo  lesolntioa  was 
founded  and  then  to  add  that  it  was  in  thsi 
spirit  of  that  doconent  the  Foer4aw  was 
uniformly  sdministered  lio  ftnnd  H  iai* 
possibie  to  do  sow  The  Hoase  had  heard 
from  the  ri^t  hon.  Baroiiet  the  Secretary 
for  the  Home  DepartmeDt  fhe  hfaCory  oir 
the  doconent.  whether  or  not  it  was  ob» 
tained  by  a  viofauion  of  oonfidenos  or  who* 
ther  it  was  found  aocidentally  amongst 
other  pspers  he  (Mr«  Worthy)  ooold  not 
of  ooorss  ondertake  to  say  ;  tatifheosoU 
sopposs  that  the  paper  was  praenssd  by-ft 
bleach  of  oonfidenoe  that  woild  ftvBish  m 
additional  reason  iriiy  he  would  raAiis  Us 
support  to  ihe  first  nsolatiQii.  If  it  ww 
procorsd  by  an  inipcopar  or  nijait  vioh* 
tioQ  of  osoflSaence^  tlM  Bsst  bsoonn 

for  dm  HoiM  wit  to  .gifi.it  w 


1203 


The  New 


{COMMONS} 


Pcor^Lamm 


nance.  He  would,  however,  assume  that  it 
had  not  been  so  procured.  He  would  take  it 
for  granted  that  it  had  been  obtained  by 
some  fair  and  legitimate  process.  Even 
with  this  assumption,  and  although  the 
existence  of  the  document  was  admitted, 
still  it  was  rather  a  strange  course  to  call 
upon  him  to  affirm  the  contents  of  a  do- 
cument which  he  had  never  seen,  and 
to  vote  for  this  resolution.  When  they 
came  to  the  other  resolution,  if  the  hon. 
Member  for  Nottingham  had  made  up 
his  mind  to  proceed  with  it  in  the  event 
of  the  first  lieing  rejected,  he  (Mr.  Wort- 
ley)  with  all  his  objections  to  certain 
parts  of  the  Poor-law  could  not  say 
that  the  document  produced  was  the 
avowed  basis  of  the  Poor-law  Act.  When 
the  House  took  into  consideration  the  de- 
claration of  the  right  hon.  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  who 
stated  positively  from  his  own  knowledge 
that  the  document  which  headed  the  reso- 
lution was  not  the  ground.work  of  the  new 
law,but  that  on  the  contrary,  thatdocument 
had  been  unanimously  and  deliberately 
rejected,  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
House  to  ffive  its  assent  to  the  resolution. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Nottingham  might 
think  that  the  Poor-law  was  conceived  and 
administered  in  the  spirit  of  this  document, 
and  others  might  more  or  less  lean  to  that 
opinion.  The  hon.  Member  might  be 
confirmed  by  the  document  in  the  opinion 
that  the  law  required  to  be  altered  to  a 
greater  extent  than  he  (Mr.  Wortlcy)  con- 
sidered to  be  necessary,  but  he  could  not, 
on  that  account,  affirm  the  resolution  that 
it  was  in  the  spirit  of  that  document  the 
present  law  was  administered  by  the  com- 
missioners. To  the  third  resolution  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  he  had  but  little  ob- 
jection. There  was  a  great  portion  of  it 
which  he  would  willingly  support,  although 
he  would  prefer  having  it  worded  in  ano. 
ther  manner.     It  ran  thus:— 

"  That  the  suflfering  already  caused  by  ihcir 
partial  enforcement,  and  the  amount  of  out- 
door relief  in  spite  of  them  still  '.idministercd, 
show  those  piovisions  to  have  been  at  once 
cruel  and  impracticable.*' 

There  was  no  doubt  that  the  opinions 
expressed  in  this  resolution  were,  as  re- 
spected some  parts  of  the  country,  substan- 
tially true  ;  though  to  others  they  applicnl 
with  less  force,  and  the  House  ought  to 
inquire  Into  the  truth  of  such  aiisertions 
when  nlacctl  ui)on  record.  To  the  last 
resolution,  affirming  the  expediency  of 
making  the  law  conformable  to  Cliris* 


tianitv,  sound  policy*  and  tin 
stiiution  of  this  realm,  he  wouM  gitv  \m 
decided  assent ;  and  if  it  came  to  tSe  ftN^ 
notwithstanding  that  in  this 
also  he  could  wish  the  wordiBf  to  ht 
ferent,  he  should  be  fbaod  on  the 
side  as  the  hon.  Member  lor  Notti^ghH^ 
as  the  resolution  clearlr  pointed  eot  tfe 
object  which  they  shoala  all  Imvo  fai  liiVi 
The  question  then  wouM  BMielj  ho  eotrf 
amount.  There  might  be  a  tmmmm  m 
to  the  extent  to  which  partleo  wmJkk  gi^ 
but  if  any  alterations  or  the  lair  wmeti 
take  place,  they  ooald  not  be  fooaJod  oe  a 
better  principle  than  that  rnntaiiirii  ia  At 
last  resolution.  If  the  qoeotion 
upon  the  first  resolution,  he  ahooM 
with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
for  the  Home  Department,  but  if  a^ 
last,  which  he  hoped  would  be  iha 
the  hon.  Member  for  Nottingliaai 
have  his  support.  It  was  the  dntj  of  thi 
House  to  take  care  not  to  act  «poe  im- 
pulse, and  if  the  hon.  Momber  fbr 
bury  had  alluded  to  him  as  cue  ef 
who  were  alleged  to  have  held 
tations  that  the  lawwouM  be 
he  would  only  reply  that  lie  ^ 
held  out  any  sucn  expectathiii«  aud  bt 
would  add  upon  this  oonaion  what  he  bai 
said  on  former  ones,  that  he  waa  prapmai 
to  advocate  such  reasonable  alleratioaa  ii 
the  law  as  would  adapt  it  more 
to  the  eiisting  state  of  society. 

General  Johnson  was  of  opiuioo.  tbil 
the  country  was  deeply  indebted  to  Ibi 
hon.  Member  for  Nottingham  fbr 
forward  this  question  in  its  prcae 
There  could  now  be  no  donbl  of  the 
ence  of  the  document  which 
resolutions,  and  he  for  one 
it  had  made  its  way  into  the  H< 
was  satisfied  that  it  contained  the 
pies  upon  which  the  Poor-law 
ers  had  acted,  and  all  who  watched 
proceedings  must  come  to  the 
elusion,  for  no  assertion  could 
the  fact.  It  was  the  intention  fteai  tbt 
first  to  withhold  out-door  relief  ia  al 
cases,  but  finding  that  principle  laipiBL- 
ticable,  they  were  compelled  to  dnw  in 
their  horns.  The  right  hon.  the 
for  the  Home  Department  nid, 
4,000,000/.  was  annually  eipeaded. 
(General  Johnson)  should  Kho  to 
how  much  of  that  sum  had  been 
on  the  establishments. 

Sir  */.   Graham  said,  that  4/ 
had  been  cx|ieiided.  of  which 
thing  had  gone  to  the 
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General  Johntim  only  wiohed  Uul  tlw 
Bums  H>  expended  fawi  been  dodblod  It 
would  be  rerjr  desirable  if  tbe  right  hoa. 
BsroDct  would  hrDiBh  tbe  Home  with  tbe 
date  of  tbe  document.  Tben  wu  do 
doubt  that  Uie  boD.  Member  for  Nottiog- 
bam  would  hare  furaiabed  it  if  he  could. 
It  was  profaabJe  that  (ome  such  document 
had  been  lawed  to  the  oonmlMionen  ia 
US2,  and  alao  that  nicfa  docuneat  had 
been  cireulated  mm»^  the  6maie»  of  tbe 
PooT'law;  foe  n«  oye  oould  danv— nqr, 
oot  even  iu  auppoitan — that  the  lav  wm 
ektremelf  hanfa  and  cruel  in  ita  opcfation. 
The  booida  «f  guaidiaM  tbuMelro*  in 
nauy  inatances  vereao  cooTiDced  of  it« 
cruelty  tbat  they  gave  slras  tbeauelm 
from  their  own  pockets  to  thoee  to  whom 
they  were  not  permitted  to  afford  out-dooc 
ivlicf.  A  Chnstiau  law  forsooth  I  Every 
thing  Chriatian  was  characterised  by^ood- 
iMss  and  mercy,  bat  the  characteristics  of 
this  law  were  evil,  cruelty,  and  opprefiiaa. 
llie  DoUe  Lord,  the  Member  for  Londoo, 
when  nttiog  upon  the  Ministerial  Bencbot 
sUtcd  that  he  was  readv  to  defend  tlie 
principle  upcm  which  the  law  n^de  no  dj»- 
ttDCtion  between  the  good  and  the  bad.  IL 
was  impoesible  that  such  a  law — a  laa 
which  made  no  distinction  between  good 
and  evil,  could  emanate  from,  or  be  fruned 
in,  a  Christian  spirit.  It  was  impostibli: 
that  a  Christian  feelbe  could  awsent 
to  throw  the  whole  of  the  poor  Into  ou: 
mass,  without  distinguishlnK  between 
the  bad  and  the  deserring,  without  draw- 
ing a  line  between  those  reduced  to  po- 
verty by  thrir  own  intemperance  and  thote 
who  were  afflicted  by  the  viritation  af 
tbe  Almighty.  Coold  that  law  be  Chris- 
tian whicnwouM  Butuect  dose  two  classes 
to  the  same  treatment  t  lite  prindpia  of 
uniformity  at  first  so  mudi  inttrted  Dpou 
was  now  abandoned  on  all  hands.  The 
princfple  at  the  present  act  Bude  poverty 
a  crime,  whilst  the  taw  of  0isd)elh  did  no 
such  thing.  How,  then,  could  it  he  ar- 
gued that  the  present  law  was  fcandad 
upon  tbe  law  irif  Elizabeth  t  Hose  who 
made  that  statement  oould  Mt  have  read 
Elisabeth's  act.  It  was  a  dioM  one,  «k' 
if  bon.  Members  would  oolv  read  wd  OMI- 
pant  it  with  the  pteaent  uw  ihef  muM 
find  a  material  dilFertfnce.  Thi  pnant 
law  shut  people  up  in  prisaa  and  ahtteniil 
their  lives.  If  old  or  infiiiB  at  Arfr  w- 
tranoe  into  tbe  workhoun  Amf  acsrady 
ever  survived  twdva  moatfat  witbont 
hraki]«  down.  The  unm  ra 
prodttOMl  thii  imiit.    Ut  iaA 


iild  man  who  had  been  an  inmat*  of  % 
tvorkhouae  lunr  he  liked  his  raaideDC* 
tliere,Biid  the  answer  was,  " They  treateil 
me  well  enough,  but  I  wanted  my  tobaoeo 
aod  my  libeny."  That  was  the  pobit. 
Iliey  had  no  right  to  deprive  Britfah  M^ 
i(«u  of  tiidr  liberty,  wboM  «aly  crine  wm 
poverty.  The  right  ho*.  Bare— t  said, 
tba  qoMthM  of  tbe  Psor^lMr  had  bpeo  dla* 


tnar.  IfJtbadfc  _    . 

diacnwd  the  bill  wooU  have  BaMa4 )  bttt 
the  qoeslien  can*  balm  tlw  Hooae  at  ta« 
late  a  period  of  tbe  Seirfon  to  alknr  of  db. 
cusnon,  and  the  piaamwoe  was  that  only 
three  or  four  vl  tbe  first  clansea,  tba  Bee* 
stringent  elanaea.  were  aUowad  to  puk 
Hlis  otMctioa    front  tba  first    wu  that 


cHutitutkmd— thrt  it  pot  tbf  people  af 
Bndaiid  out  of  the  pale  of  the  lav,  aai 
laaced  Ute  poor  at  tba  dinosil  of  tbna 
lieraoM  wbo  awfdaad  da^odocoatrol.  aat 
whose  aseretaty,  if  ba  wan  to  ba  jtidfil 
of  by  bi»  oarroqioiidcDoe,  nutt  taiM  a 
bean  «f  (ton^  for  do  other  mm  aanld  bt 
fpoad  t9  writ*  auih  lettan.  It  wai  t«  bi 
hoped,  for  tbe  aafca  of  tba  panoe  oT  Ika 
uountry,  and  with  ft  view  of  albviog  4* 
lertMOt  vbkb  axistad  U  Ae  paUic  nM 
ipontlMauhfeet,  Aal  tbe  VMrtfoi  wUlb 
jad  ham  iutmduoed  br  tba  bos.  H««bHr 
Iw  Nottingham  iroaU  be  bllj  and  Ulf 


Sir  A.  Pmli   Tba  boa.  aiid  ^allHt 

Offioer  says  it  ia  •  wMwrabsnmn  |» 

sappoat  thai  tb»  prasant  Uw  ia  faiadat 

on  tba  aat  afElinbMb,  aad  abaHNW  m 

to  antar  into  a  oonpanaiM  of  Ooa  fct  vi|h 

,    Now,  Sir,  I  w)U  aaont  Ifaa 

of  ibabM.  and  calUfft  CWaar. 

hfv  !•  biiB.  aa  I 


not  «B  ba  appaari  to  1 

with  ibabvaf  Miiiibalbl  M^if  IibtB 


*to  4i«nlt  Ibrihd  ba*. 


solsti^  at  Iba  boo.  If«nb«r  hr  Not* 
ti«ghan,4riHi^  ba«alla  spoil  ^aPfaap 
to  aapport  aa  beaw  in  ooaaoMMoa  Ml  watt 
wilb  to  kw  «f  Biiabatb  as  vitb  ifia 
ChiMBD  priMtelai.  BytbatanH''tlw 
aaeiwt  niiiHritifin  at  tba  laaMs  '  'Mt 
I  ■aaamoBd  tba  boa.  llMabv  lUrtlf  •• 
■aaa  aot  oar  tarn  of  palilM  Omn> 
■Mat bat ib»fi|bi»  ««nW  mimmmr 
tori  la  tba  paar  «r  tU*  ewMvlrf)* 
aetoC  nhabath.    Ktp,lfeit«i«dl4» 


1207 


The  New 


{COMMONS} 


PO€T*JLettD» 


particular  enactments  of  that  law.    The 
boa.  and  gallant  Gentleman  who  spoke 
last  would  lead   the   House   to  suppose 
that    there  was    something   particularly 
tender,  something  extremely  merciful  and 
benevolent  towards  the  poor  in  that  sta- 
tute. [General  Johnson :  No !  no !]     No  ! 
no !  Sir,  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
challenged  a  comparison  between  the  new 
law  and  the  statute  of  Elizabeth.    Did  he 
not  say,  that  in  the  new  law  we  had  de- 
parted from  that  statute,  and  that  the 
poor  now  ceased  to  possess  those  rights 
to  which  by  that  statute  they  were  en- 
titled?    1    am   sure  I    state   the    hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman's  arguments  cor- 
rectly.   The  same  arguments  were  put 
forward  by  speaker  after  speaker  in  this 
discussion  ;  and  when  1  am  about  to  ac- 
cept the  challenge  thrown  out  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman,  he  interrupts  me. 
It  has  certainly  been  assumed,  that  the 
Legislature  of  the  present  day  have  sub- 
jected the  poor  of  this  country  to  hard- 
ships from  which  they  were  exempt  at 
more  remote  periods  of  our  history.     Now 
let  us  see  what  was  done  in  respect  to  the 
poor  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.     1  am  not 
now  contending  that  if  there  were  hard- 
ships in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  that  is  a 
reason  why  they  should  continue  now.     I 
am  only  dealing  with  the  positive  state- 
ment, that  the  present  law  is  much  more 
harsh  in  its  operation  than  the  law  of  Eli- 
zabeth,  and  my  object  will  be  answered  if 
I  disprove  that  statement.     See  what  was 
enacted  with   respect  to  cottages  in  the 
reign    of    Elizabeth.      The    Legislature 
wished,  as  far  as  possible,  to  discourage 
the  construction  of  cottages,  and  of  habi- 
tations for  the  poor ;    and,  accordingly, 
a  law  was  passed,  prohibiting  the  erection 
of  any  new  cottage  unless  the  builder  of 
the  cottage  attached  to  it  in  fee  simple 
four  acres  of  ground.     The  Legislature, 
moreover,  provided,  with  respect  to  all 
cottages  actually  existing  at  the  time,  that 
none  of  them  should  be  inhabited,  unless 
they  were  inhabited  by  a  gamekeeper  (or 
the  protection  of  deer,  or  by  a  shepherd 
for  the  protection  of  sheep,  that  shepherd 
having  no  family ;  and,  also,  that  all  such 
previously  existing  cottages  should  be  in- 
habited by  one  family  only,  and  that  that 
family  should  not  be  allowed  to  increase 
its  numbers.     Is  it  not  quite  clear,  that 
the  condition  of  attaching  four  acres  of 
land  in  fcc-simplc  to  all  cottages  that  were 
ihenceforward  to  be  builti  was  intended 


as  a  prohibition  to  the  bnildingcf 

tages  ?    And  yet  such  a 
made  and  enacted  by  the  31st  of 
beth.    1  DOW  come  to  speak  of  the  4M 
of  Elizabeth.    What  did  that  law 
Why,  this;  that  overseers  shoaU  be 
bled  to  put  to  work  all  poor  pcfsoas 
were  able  to  work,  but  who  bad  oo 
pation,  and  were  incapable  of 
ing  themselves.     They 


put  those  persons  to  work,  Ist  the  pariih 
expense,  at  the  manafactaie  of  flaz«  hcapb 
and  iron.  Nothing  is  said  wempetting  fie 
mode  in  which  they  were  to  ~ 

was  no  prohibition  to  employing 
workhouses.  There  was 
but,  at  the  same  time,  there 
hibition  against  their  being  so  eaupbicd. 
The  overseers  were  at  liberty  to  fiM  ihos 
employment  at  their  own  homes.  WoA 
was  the  test  of  poverty,  and  the  ronditiM 
upon  which  relief  was  to  be  sffonM 
With  respect  to  the  impotent  poor,  Ihs 
overseers  were  empowered  to  take 
from  their  homes,  and  place  them  in 
thing  corresponding  to  a  workhouse.  Al 
the  blind,  the  lame,  and  the  impotcat, 
far  from  being  left  at  home,  weta 
at  the  mercy  of  the  overseers.  Tlie 
seers  were  empowered  to  purchi 
and  place  them  in  those  houses,  whih 
they  were  compelled  by  the  enactoMBls  rf 
the  3 1  St  of  Elizabeth,  to  prevent  neis 
than  one  family  from  occupying  each 
tage  existing  previous  to  that 
exemption,  however,  was  made  in 
to  parish  cottages,  in  which  the 
were  authorised  to  place  as  many 
as  they  pleased.  Then  what 
merciful  enactments  of  the  31st  of  Hia^ 
beth  respecting  chiklren,  and  what  ikl 
power  given  to  overseers  under  that  actt 
Why,  this,  that  whenever  they  determiasl 
that  certain  parties  were  unable  to  main 
tain  their  children,  they  were 
to  take  those  children  from  their 
and  bind  them  apprentices,  -Bnt  that 
not  all :  they  might  take  the  chiUrea  af 
any  person  whom  they  thought  inmmp>i 
tent  to  maintain  his  family,  and  bind  ihs 
man  child,  as  he  was  called,  in  aay  m» 
mote  part  of  the  kingdom,  where  he  woali 
t>e  required  to  work  for  another  persoa— 
for  how  long,  think  you  ?  until  he  had  si* 
tained  the  age  of  twenty-six  years;  whih^ 
in  the  case  of  the  female  child,  she  «■ 
to  remain  an  apprentice,  severed  ham 
the  bosom  of  her  family,  and  rcmoiad  fms 
the  protection  of  her  parsntSi  uatil 


act.    Aa 


were  Ihs 
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reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  yMri,  or 
until  she  was  married.  Now,  taking  the 
present  law  as  a  whole,  I  must  say,  that 
It  it  much  more  merciful.  Would  yoo 
tolerate,  now,  that  the  overseers  of  a  pa- 
rish should  be  enabled  to  take  the  chil- 
dren, not  of  persons  receiving  relief,  but 
of  any  persons  whom  they  might  consider 
unable  to  maintain  their  children,  and 
dispose  of  those  children  in  the  manner  1 
have  described,  through  a  fear  that  they 
might  become  a  burden  to  the  parish  ? 
Do  you  tolerate,  now,  that  children  should 
be  torn  from  their  parents,  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  overseers,  and  by  the  same 
authority,  be  sent  to  Cornwall  or  to  North- 
umberland, and  there  bound  apprentice! 
until  they  are  twenty-six  yeara  of  age,  or 
in  the  case  of  females,  untH  they  are 
married  ?  There  is  no  obligation  on  the 
overseers,  by  this  act  of  Elizabeth,  to 
employ  persons  for  whom  work  was  found 
in  any  particular  house,  and  so  the  act 
continued — but  it  did  not  continue  to  the 
date  of  the  New  Poor-law.  Hon.  Gen- 
tlemen have  assumed  that  with  the  New 
Poor-law  originated  the  workhouse  test, 
in  lieu  of  the  labour  test ;  but,  so  far  from 
that  being  the  truth,  120  years  ago,  in  the 
9th  of  George  1st,  owing  to  the  grots 
abuses  which  had  arisen  out  of  the  mode 
of  employing  the  poor  in  parishes,  owing 
to  the  great  ezpentet  which  were  incur- 
red in  those  parithet,  and  to  the  chargei 
connected  with  the  manufacture  of  hemp, 
Hax,  and  iron — in  1722,  owing  to  tbote 
abuses,  another  act  was  passed  which 
enabled  the  overseers  to  provide  a  house, 
wherein  the  able-bodied  poor  should  work, 
and  which  expressly  enacted  that  in  case 
an  able-bodied  poor  man  refused  to  work 
within  that  house,  he  should  forfeit  his 
entire  claim  to  relief.  That  act  applied 
the  workhouse  test  in  lieu  of  the  labour 
test.  Upon  the  combined  operation  and 
experience  of  those  two  acts,  the  43rd  of 
Elizabeth  and  the  9(h  of  George  I  at,  the 
latter  act  having  been  pasted  120  years 
ago,  founded  on  the  grott  abutes  of 
the  overseers  in  vestriet,  purchasing 
the  articles  I  have  named,  and  giving 
them  out  to  the  poor  without  accounting 
for  the  profits,  if  pro6ts  there  were,  and 
on  the  gross  misapplication  of  the  pub- 
lic funds,  that  act  having  been  the 
iirsc  act  which  applied  the  workhouse  tetl 
in  lieu  of  the  labour  tett,  and  hafiag  been 
so  continued  until  the  New  Poor-law— 
upon  the  experience  of  these  two  aelty  and 


upon  the  principle  which  the  latter  had 
already  eetablisbed,  was  the  quettioo  dealt 
with  by  the  Government,  and  the  New 
Poor-law  enacted.  In  contequenoe  of  the 
inconvenience  of  bating  the  managemet 
of  the  poor  confided  to  indifidud  parithei, 
another  principle  was  adopted  by  the  9th 
of  George  Itt,  and  followed  in  tne  present 
Poor-law--that  of  enabling  pariibes  to 
unite  for  the  parpoae  of  having  common 
workhoutet,  wherein  to  employ  the  poor. 
1  think  I  have  succeeded  in  thowing  that 
the  pretent  law,  at  regardt  the  workboute 
tett,  is  not  a  new  law,  and  that  it  is  not, 
as  it  is  said  to  be,  at  variance  with  tlie 
constitution  of  the  country— if  by  the  word 
"  constitution^  we  are  to  understand  an- 
cient laws  which  have  been  continued  for 
the  maintenance  and  benefit  of  the  people. 
The  resolutions  now  before  the  Honse  also 
appeared  to  assnme  that  the  existing  law 
is  founded  strictly  opon  certain  sums- 
tions  which  were  offered  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Government*  •  It  is  absolotelY 
necessary  that  a  Government, .  before  if 
matures  any  plan,  should  seek  for,  and 
should  procure  snggestione*  I  will  ven- 
tore  to  say,  that  no  ^ reat  measure  haa  ever 
paMed  without  the  aid  of  soeh  soggestioDs.  < 
which  were  afterwards  considered  and  pat 
into  shape.  But  is  it  fidr,  ettw  if  those 
suggestions  come  into  another  person'a 
possession  in  the  most  legitimate  way,  that 
one  suggestion  should  be  taken,  and  it 
should  then  be  assumed  that  tbqf  iMd 
been  acted  upon  by  the  GdiemnMntt 
Suppose,  however,  it  should  turn  ooi  than 
the  suggestion  has  been  rejsietad..  Can 
any  one  be  so  unjust  as  to  say,  that  ft  euf- 
gestbn  offersd  to  the  OofumuMttC  and  re- 
jected—which the  Govemnent  refused  to 
adopt— is  it  not  too  much  to  ask  the  House 
of  Commons  to  rseolve  that  the  auggaetioa 
so  reiected  is  that  on  whieh  the  aMMsure 
of  the  Government  is  based.  In  the 
first  place  I  object,  even  if  an  lion.  Mem^ 
her  were  in  pcsesesion  of  neoMWunda  or 
a  drafk  presented  finr  the  eonsidention  of 
the  Govemiient,  to  prodnoe  any  wmk 
paper,  beeaueeit  would  be  very  ptefudieial 
to  ahe  preparation  of  grsat  wsasuise  if 
that  House  should  consent  to  neogftisa 
the  prineiple  that  all  the  pritate  infenBa- 
tMNi  on  whieh  it  is  fimnded  or  aeoniind 
during  the  preparation  should  beptouuueJk 
But  it  is  said  the  paper  was  printML  Why, 
to  he  sure  it  was  printed.  Whenlbarleen 
or  fifteen  gentleasen  Meettutmherlo 
sidera  lonforelnbeinla  pepek-  it  is 
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to  bave  k  printed  for  their  use,  but  al- 
though it  was  prioted«  it  waa  coosidered 
at  confidential  as  if  it  bad  been  written. 
From  nothing  could  greater  inconvenience 
arise  than  if  papers  of  a  confidential  nature, 
conuining  suggestions,  whether  they  were 
adopted  or,  as  in  this  caie,  not  aclopted, 
should  be  called  for  and  produced.  Let 
me  take  an  instance  from  private  life  of 
the  draft  of  a  settlement  or  of  a  covenant 
returned  unapproved  of  could  anything 
be  more  unjust  than  to  implicate  a  man  in 
the  contents  if  it  were  rejected  by  bim  ? 
With  regard  to  these  reioluiions,  it  is  de- 
dared  that  the  recommendations  alluded 


^  Applicable  lUke  to  every  class  of  the  poor, 
and  enjoining  the  indiscriminate  reduction  of 
their  physical  comforts  to  the  lowest  endurable 
point,  are  shown,  by  the  subsequent  orders 
and  practice  of  the  Poor-law  Commissioners, 
to  form  the  real,  though  unavowed  basis  of  the 
present  system  of  Poor-law  relief.'* 

That  is  to  say,  that  the  refusal  of  out- 
door relief  forms  the  basis  of  the  present 
law.  Now  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Se- 
cretary for  the  Home  Deportment  (Sir  J. 
Graham)  has  shown  that  during  the  last 
year  221,000  persons  has  received  in-door 
relief  and  1,207,000  persons  have  received 
outdoor  relief.  How  is  it  possible,  then  to 
say  that  the  suggestion  to  put  down  out- 
door relief  is  the  basis  of  the  existing 
law,  when  five  out  of  six  cases  of  relief 
nndier  it  are  cases  of  out-door  relief?  How 
can  it  be  said  that  this  law  is  more  severe 
than  the  Poor-law  in  any  other  country  ? 
I  will  venture  to  aisert,  it  can  be  demon- 
strated that  each  poor  person  thus  relieved 
received  more,  in  reference  to  the  riches  of 
the  country — a  much  larger  sum — than 
persons  in  the  same  situation  in  any  other 
country  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  I  am 
not  now  speaking  of  the  law  expenses,  of 
the  expenses  incurred  in  the  construction 
of  the  poor-houses,  or  of  the  interest  to  be 
paid  for  the  money  necessary  for  such 
construction  ;  1  am  speaking  of  the  money 
exclusively  applied  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor.  In  the  year  1 B42,  the  number  of 
1,429,000  persons  received  relief,  221.000 
in  the  workhouse,  and  1,207.000  out  of 
the  workhouse.  The  sum  appropriated 
for  this  relief  was  4,036,000/.  On  an 
average  of  three  years  1  ,.309,000  persons 
had  been  relieved,  and  the  sum  of 
3,837,000/.  had  been  distributed.  Why 
that  was  nearly  3/.  a-Uead  received  by 
each  poor   person.     If  you  take  into  con- 


sideration the  eooditioQ  of  tkft 

the  other  countries  on  ibm  Uam  W  An 

globe,  and  made  an  allowMO 

ference  of  wealth,  ha  do«hfdi 

any  country  the  poor  noH«aA«nib   1 

am  surprised  to  hoar  Urn  apecch  iff  At 

learned  Gentleman  tha  McMer  for  Godk 

ermouth  (Mr.  Aglionbj);  I  hmim 

upon  several  oocaaioiis  riaa 

considerations,  and  vote 

dictates  of  his  own  mind* 

the  learned  Member's 

tention  to  vote  for  these 

surprise  was  so  great  I  eoaU 

press  it.    The  lu>n.  Member 

the  extent  of  my  raspcei  far 

extent  of  my  surprise.  The  Imms. 

said  he  had  voted  for  the  Poor  lewt  ka 

approved  of  the  principle  on  vbieli  il  waa 

founded;  he  had  expected 

good;  the  hon  Member  seidy  tlwlp 

the  whole,  he  had  not 

— that^upon  the  whole  it  had  peffimMdlhe 

object  for  which  it  was  eneflUd— k 

tended  to  increase  theconfort  ead 

the  condition  of  the  poor.  If  tbe 

learned  Member  had  said  ihel,  eem 

was  to  be  introduced  to  feasedy  mn 

fects  in  the  law,  he  would  give  warn 

his  intention  to  vote  in  favour  off  the  i^ 

medies  for  all  those  detiecta,  he  ooold  htm 

understood    the    hon.    Me«bor«       [Mb 

AgUonhf  had  aseaot  to  sej  so.]  The  Vib 

and  learned  Gentleman  haa 

opportunity  of  supportiog  the 

his  opinion  was  that  its  operatjoo 

beneficial ;  he  had  not  been 

upon  the  whole,  although  in 

found  errors;  he  found  Ihat  Ihe 

of  the  poor  under  the  oparaiiwi  eff  the 

bill  had  been  good ;  and  then  he  eeid  he 

would  give  his  vote  for  a  ntsolotiee  de> 

daring  that,— 

"  The  suffering  already  caused  by  Ae  pal* 
tial  enforcement  (of  the  prineiplcsV  ea  ~  ^ 
amount  of  oat-door  reKefl,  in  spite  of 
still  administered,  show  their 
have  been  at  once  crud  and  imi 


And  not  only  this,  but  the  hoo. 
went  the  length  of  voting  in  the  last 
iution  that. — 

'*  It  is  expedient  to  demand 
struction  of  the  existing  system 
it  conformable  to  Christianity,  sound  peb^ 
and  the  ancient  constitution  of  this  feefii.*' 

A  man  who  denounoei 
ought  to  vote  f'-     ^ 
that  an  admirei 
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thought  it  had  been  beneficial  hi  operation 
and  tended  altogether  to  the  improfemeat 
of  the  condition  of  the  poor,  aboaid  give 
his  vote  for  resolotiona  which  coodemn  tbo 
law,  and  demand  its  total  and  cooiplete 
repeal,  recollecting,  at   the  same  timei 
what  had  been  the  uniform  practice  in  for* 
roer  times,  does  fill  me  with  complete  sur- 
prise.    Does  the  hon.  Member  not  think 
that  he  will  damage  a  law,  which  speaking 
generally,  has  been  beneficial  in  its  opera* 
tioD,  and  that  apon  the  whole  it  has  io« 
creased  the  physical  comforts  of  the  poor  ? 
As  we  have  got  a  law  of  this  kind,  let  os 
uke  care  how  we  denounce  it  as  not  con- 
formable to  Christianity.     I  have  still  con- 
fidence, however,  eooogh  in  tbe  hon.  and 
learned  Member  to  believe  that  he  will  not 
oppose  the  law,  which,  on  the  whole,  has 
worked  well,and  will  not  vote  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Pinsbury,  who  denounces  the 
law  altogether.  The  hon.  Member  for  Fins- 
bury,  full  of  the  milk  of  human  kindbessi 
began  his  speech  with  charges  and  impa- 
tations.     He  said  that  it  was  most  unpar- 
liamentary^ nay,  more  than  that,  that  it 
was  unjust  to  establish  an  inquisition,  and 
to  judge  of  men,  not  only  by  their  con- 
duct, but  to  dive  into  the  recesses  of  their 
hearts,  and  then  impute  motives  to  them ; 
and  in  a  few  minutes  after  he  went  on  to 
say,  that  whoever  drew  up  these  sugget- 
tk>Ds,  recommending  such  a  system  as  the 
present,  were  fiends  in  human  shape- 
were  heartless  monstera— were,  hot  I  eaa* 
not— I    really   cannot— follow  the  boo. 
Member;  I  break  down  altogether  in  tfaHS 
attempt.    The  hon.  Gentleman  may  say 
that  those  chariuble  motives  ought  only 
to  influence  us  in  reference  to  Members  of 
Parliament,  and  that  as  those  suggestwns 
were  not  drawn  up  by  Members  of  Par* 
liament,  it  was  not  contrary  to  usage^  or 
uncharitable,  to  impute  motif^s  to  tha  ao- 
thors  of  them.    But  tbe  hon.  Member 
him«elf  dealt  rather  uncharitably  even  to- 
wards Members  of  Parliament  opposed  to 
his  views ;  he  proceeded  to  nudw  diarsea 
against  me  with  respect  to  certain  decla- 
rations of  mine  on  tbe  subject  of  tbe 
Poor-law;  be  charged  me  with  desiring 
to  gain  support  at  the  period  of  a  genend 
election  by  denouncing  the  Poor-law,  and 
yet  having  in  office  supported  that  law. 
He  made  no  exemption  whatever,  and  pat 
an  erroneous  construction  on  what  I  said 
respecting  the  commissionars.    I  gava  tbt 
same  support  to  tbe  law  wbeooatof  oAoa 
that  I  have  given  since,  andatthagaaafil 


aieetioii  I  said,  that  although  I  admitted* 
that  paru  of  the  Poor-law  reqoiiad 
amandmenty  and  that  I  sboold  be  willing 
to  listen  to  any  improf  eaieots  that  ns%bt 
be  soggeated  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  poor, 
I  had  not  changed  my  opinion  laapactiBg 
tha  commissioners,  and  could  not  thera- 
fora  ask  my  eonstitoenta  to  sopport  asa- 
on  the  suppositmn  that  I  would  take  a  dif- 
ferent course  upon  the  subject  of  tbe 
Poor-law  from  which  I  had  hitherto  taken. 
In  fact,  I  made  precisely  the  same  decla- 
ration to  my  oonstitoenu  at  the  two  last 
electiona,  and  it  is  therefore  rathar  bard 
to  be  acciued  of  boUiag  one  laagoaga  ia 
office  and  another  when  oot  of  offioa*  And 
so  the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbory,  fovgar- 
ting  the  charitable  ooastraetloii  wMeb  be 
would  have  odiers  pot  opoa  bia  OMMiata, 
said  that  those  who  had  deoburad  for  la- 
peal,  if  their  opinions  remained  the 
ought  to  vote  for  repeal.  Bat  1 
heard  very  few  indeed  say  that  tb^  wonU 
not  support  the  principle  of  tha  Pter-lav, 
while  they  at  the  same  time  insisted  oa  ita 
amendment  and  modifieatioo*  Urn  boo. 
Member  for  Nottingham  said  ihatnotbiof 
could  be  mora  ridi^looa  than  for  any  man 
teerely  for  the  aake  of  eoaaisteoey  to  vote 
ia  ftvoar  of  a  Bseasara  of  tUa  kiad  if  oaea 
he  «aa  liOBeatly  eoaviaoed  it  had  foiled*  1* 
readUv  alloiv  that  aay  ama  wiieoooldaay» 
tbacaltboagh  he  i»aa  eoavfamad  that tMa* 
lair  waa  eipeasiva  aad  abaoaioaa  ia  Ma 
operatioat  mid  vaaoaad  ia  piiaeiptey  yel^ 
that  thioiigh  a  asasa  latatdlo  eoasisiaaaj 
or  party  motivea,  or  taioagbva  dasiiaiv 
Cake  a  BMMt  aetive  fwrt  ia  paMla  Hfo^  ha 
woald  vote  agaiaat  the  dietatas  of  Ua  caa« 
seieaee  aad  pva  it  bis  aapportr^I  laadily 
allow  that  aoeh  a  awa  aiasi  ba  baae  ia* 
deed,  and  thalaacbaoaaiaawoaldteaa 
aawise  aa  it  would  ba aajaat.  WashoaM 
come  to  a  dceUoa  oa  the  qaastiea  fa 
aoeoidaaee  with  oar  oira  ooaacieatiaay 
coavietioaa,  aad  aet  fooai  tbe  iaOaaaoe  of 
aoydaasoar  tbatasightbaiaiaadagaiaat 
itt    NotUaf  aia  ha  aNMo  eaajjr  tbaa  ta 

for  the  leHef  of  f&  poor.  I  aaa  deaciiia» 
with  raapactiopefaoaaiatbaioeadiiMaiar. 
lib  which  might  possiUy  amka  tbem, 
aader  adfirse  dioamataneaa^  appUeaala 
for  Poofwiair  leliefir  that  aa  ar|amaat  aMsa 
oalealatedia  esohe  tkair  paasieaa  aaaU- 
aot  be  asad  tbaa  that  tsMdi  had  haia  aiad 
by  the  boa.  MaoAer  far  NattiaglMmi*  The 
hea,  Membir  am  ihal  the  Maeha  ia  ia- 
malaa  diiva  Uaar  gip  aM  4riBh  liMll> 
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champagne.  But  the  Hoase  mast  bear  in 
mind  that  those  blacks  are  now  free  la- 
bourers, and  entitled  to  all  the  privileges 
of  free  subjects,  and  the  mere  circum- 
stance of  their  colour  being  black  makes 
no  difference.  Suppose  that  a  portion  of 
the  blacks  do  drive  their  gigs  and  drink 
champagne, — and  their  number  I  presume 
must  be  limited,— still  they  must  pay  for 
these  things,  and  they  earn  their  money 
by  the  sweat  of  their  brow.  But  the  hon. 
Gentleman  says  (and  I  suppose  him  now 
addressing  a  collection  of  5,000  persons), 

''True  it  is  I  cannot  give  you  gigs  to 
drive  about  in,  or  champagne  to  drink ;  but 
what  amiserable  law  it  is  which  prevents  me 
giving  you,  not  champagne,  but  the  ancient, 
constitutional  drink  of^  the  country — ale  ?" 

The  hon.  Gentleman  says,  the  law  is 
to  be  impeached,  because  it  does  not 
give  an  adequate  supply  of  the  ancient 
constitutional  beverage  of  the  country 
to  the  poor.  Now,  it  seems  always 
to  be  assumed  that  there  is  a  large 
existing  fund  applicable  to  the  Poor-law 
relief;  but  whence  is  that  fund  derived  ? 
From  taxation.  On  whom  does  the  taxa- 
tion fall  ?  Let  us  never  forget  those  who 
are  a  little  elevated  above  pauperism,  and 
who  being  fixed  to  their  places  cannot 
move — the  small  farmer,  the  retail  shop- 
keeper, and  the  artisan,  who  determine  to 
derive  no  relief  from  the  Poor-law,  because 
they  are  inspired  with  a  love  of  independ- 
ence, which  we  ought  to  cherish.  These 
men  support  their  families  by  the  sweat  of 
their  brow ;  and  they  say,  *'  We  must 
contribute  to  the  relief  of  the  poor ;  but 
give  us  security  that  the  money  is  not 
misapplied — give  us  security  that  it  is  not 
appropriated  to  the  support  of  idleness ; 
and  when  we  cannot  afford  ale  for  our 
own  families,  we  cannot  find  ale  for  those 
who  won't  work."  A  law  that  gives  them 
that  security  is  a  just  law.  Let  the  House 
take  the  whole  of  the  circumstances  into 
consideration,  and  contrast  the  operation 
of  the  present  law  with  the  operation  of 
the  law  under  which  the  overseers  sup- 
plied the  means  of  maintenance  to  the 
poor,  and,  being  bakers  and  dealers  in 
flour  and  articles  of  subsistence  charged, 
as  1  can  show,  40  per  cent,  advance  on 
the  articles  so  supplied.  I  must  say  that 
the  poor  man,  elevated  above  dependence, 
and  struggling:  against  the  necessity  of 
applying  for  Poor-law  relief,  but  being 
bound  to  contribute  towards  the  fund  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  out  of  his  scanty 


means,  has  a  right  to  Hty    **  Ltt  At 
accounts  be  fully  examined  ;  let  tha  bokj 

be  duly  and  properly  epplifld.  9mA  hi  m 
overseer  or  parish-officer  mmke  aee  ef  lib 
Poor-law  system,  not  for  the  pwpoMof 
relieving  the  poor,  but,  M  they  ceny  Ae 
bag,  for  the  purpose  of  paltipg 
hands  into  the  bag  for  their  owo  ~ 
But  now  it  is  proposed  thelp  withoat 
stituting  any  other  syitem,  end 
the  proposition  of  any  new  lai 
are  left  in  uncertainty  as  to  whether  er  Ml 
we  are  to  return  to  the  old  sjeteiB.  and  ■ 
to  the  principles  of  any  new  ejeleai  wtiA 
the  hon.  Gentleman  majf  dcena  it  riifint  Is 
recommend, — we  shoald  agree  to  a 
lution  which  implies  that  the  exH 
— though  no  particular  parts  of  it 
cified — is  '*  not  conformable  will 
tianity,  sound  policy,  and  the 
constitution  of  this  realm."  I  do  hop 
that  the  House  of  Coromoiia  wlH  k 
cautious  how  they  pass  a 
specifying  what  is  or  what  is  not 
able  with  Christianity.  This  ie  a 
ous  topic ;  and  I  hope  that 
moot  the  question  of  the  principle  ef  fkt 
present  law,  or  the  substitution  of  i 
law,  will  content  themselves  with 
for  the  repeal  of  the  law,  witboat  im\ 
the  House  in  a  discussion  on 
questions.  Above  all,  1  trust  with 
to  a  law  which,  as  long  as  it  cohlii 
operation,  ought  to  have  the  senctii 
support  of  the  Legislsture,  that  thia 
will  not,  in  consequence  ol  vag« 
tions  like  the  present^  offering  no 
measure,  do  any  act  calculated  to 
an  outcry  against  the  existing  ajaleH 
to  paralyze  every  man  whose  doty  it  ia  le 
administer  the  law,  thereby  leaving  ihh 
country  in  the  worst  of  all  eialca  aase* 
gard  legislative  measures,  nansely, 
one  system  condemned  and  in 
and  no  practical  substitute  propoeed. 

Mr.  Aglionbtf  said,  io  explanatioo» 
he  had  risen  for  the  purpose  of 
it  being  supposed  that  his  rote  on  the 
sent  occasion  would  be  in  oondennntien  cf 
the  principles  or  some  of  the  provmensrf 
the  present  law.  He  oonceiml,  that 
cording  to  the  forms  of  the  Hooae, 
would  be  a  division  on  the  first  reeoh 
and  he  would  vote  for  it.  Though  he 
might  not  be  called  on  to  give  nnj  epnisa 
with  respect  to  the  other  reeolutieae,  jpit 
he  wus  pre|Mired  to  state  that  he  nji 
the  second ;  but  abided  by  the  spirit 
third  and  tifth. 
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Lord  J.  Manners  was  contioeed  in  bis 
own  mind  that  the  rale  of  the  New  Poor- 
law  was  that  pauperism  was  a  stain  and  a 
crime.  He  might  be  told  that  it  was  the 
practice  in  most  parts  of  the  country  to 
relieve  paupers  out  of  the  workbouse,  and 
this  fact  had  been  put  very  strongly  for- 
ward by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Home 
Secretary,  and  it  was  stated  that  out-door 
relief  was  so  prevalent  that  the  workhouse 
had  become,  in  fact,  a  punishment  rather 
to  the  vicious  and  idle,  than  to  the  indus- 
trious but  unfortunate  labourer.  But  he 
maintained  that  these  cases  were  excep- 
tions to  the  law,  the  general  principle  of 
the  law  being  that  relief  should  be  pro- 
hibited, as  far  as  possible  out  of  the  work- 
house. He  would  only  say  that  the 
workhouse  test  was,  in  his  humble  opinion, 
fraught  with  danger  to  a  far  greater  degree 
than  they  could  perceive.  It  bad  the 
effect  of  weakening  the  feelings  of  respon- 
sibility on  the  one  hand,  and  of  attach- 
ment and  respect  on  the  other.  These 
were  dangers  which  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
regarded, but  he  was  bound  to  confess  he 
did  not  agree  in  some  of  the  statements 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Nottingham.  He 
could  not  go  along  with  that  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  speaking  against  the  substitution 
of  brown  bread  for  white;  for  he  had 
tasted  the  brown  bread  and  thought 
it  remarkably  good  bread.  At  the  same 
time  he  should  give  his  vote  in  support  of 
the  motion,  in  the  hope  that  some  measure 
would  be  produced  to  place  the  system  of 
relief  in  the  position  in  which  it  ought  to 
be.  Some  Members  bad  referred  to  the 
statute  of  Elizabeth,  but  he  would  go  far- 
ther back,  and  say  that  the  administration 
of  the  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
Church. 

Mr.  Muntz  felt  no  difficulty  in  sup- 
porting the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Nottingham.  Though  the  paper  so  much 
denounced  might  not  have  been  the  foao- 
dation  of  the  Poor-law,  yet  the  question 
with  him  was,  *'  Is  the  new  Poor-law  a 
good  or  a  bad  law  ?*'  He  had  always  op- 
posed that  law.  It  had  always  appeared 
very  unjust  to  him  for  many  reasons.  In 
the  first  place,  there  could  be  no  questioa 
that  originally  the  intention  was  to  prevent 
out-door  relief,  and  that  intention  was 
carried  into  effect  as  long  as  the  ad- 
ministrators of  the  law  durst.  He  had 
it  from  the  mouths  of  the  parties  theoi- 
selves,  that  they  could  not  carry  the  in- 

VOULXYL    {2J!S} 


tentionofthe  law,  as  respected  the  pre* 
vention  of  out  door  relief^  into  effect  in 
large  towns  or  populous  places.  In  the 
second  place  he  objected  to  thelaw  because 
it  made  no  distinction  between  honesty 
and  crime.  There  was  not  a  doubt  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel),  was 
without  exception  the  most  correct  man  in 
that  House.  He  was  almost  invariably 
correct ;  but  on  the  present  occasion  he 
had  not  supported  this  character.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  in  attacking  the  hon. 
Member  for  Nottingham  said  that  the 
House  was  called  on  to  abandon  the 
existing  law,  ftnd  to  repeal  it  Now,  what 
he  understood  by  the  resolutions  was,  that 
they  were  called  on  toreconstmctthe  law, 
and  they  needed  not  to  abandon  the 
present  law  until  the  new  one  was  con- 
structed. And  what  law  was  proposed  to 
be  constructed  ?  One  that  should  be  **  in 
conformity  with  Christianityi  sound  policyt 
and  the  ancient  constitution  of  this  roalm." 
What  evil  could  arise  to  the  state,  if  such 
principles  were  to  be  the  groundwork  of 
their  legislation  ?  He  believed  that  snch 
principles  wero  not  the  groundwork  of  the 
existing  law.  This  was  fully  and  en- 
tirely believed  by  the  poor  tbemselvei. 
Dnnng  the  late  unfortunate  disturb- 
ances he  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
judging  what  were  the  frainga  of  the 
people  with  respect  to  the  existing  law, 
and  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  a  great 

Kion  of  those  disturbances  was  cauaed 
he  ill  feeling  arising  from  the  working 
of  the  new  Poor-law  bifi.  He  had  calmly 
conversttl  with  many  of  the  peo|de  on  the 
subject  of  their  complainta*  and  almost 
every  one  said  that  **  be  had  no  resoureet 
— that  he  could  not  obtain  a  lUr  remu- 
neration for  his  labour;  and,  let  his  coo- 
duct  be  ever  so  good»  only  oaa  eoone  waa 
left  him,  namely,  to  sever  from  every  tie 
that  was  dear  to  him  on  earth,  and  go 
into  the  workhouse  and  be  made  a 
prisoner  for  lile.^  He  was  sure  that  the 
Poor-law  was  a  great  cause  of  dissatisfise- 
tioo,  not  only  against  the  Govemmaat» 
but  against  that  House.  He  was  certain 
that  unless  die  law  was  made  in  confor- 
mity with  Christianit][«  sound  polieY,  and 
the  ancient  constitutkm  of  the  realBS»  it 
would  eventually  put  an  end  to  the  pro- 
sent  OovemoM&t,  aa  it  bad  done  to  the 
last. 

Sir  W.  Jmmu  widMd  that  the  km. 
Ifember  inr  Nottusaham  vooU  vnt  dm 
last  reaolaliony  wUdioontaiaad  tne  am 
8R 
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and  substance  of  the  motion,  to  the  vote, 
and  not  the  preceding  resolutions.  If  lie 
were  asked  to  Fote  for  the  five  resolutions 
in  a  body,  he  did  feel  that  the  reason- 
ing of  the  right  hon.  Baronets  (Sir  J« 
Graham  and  Sir  R.  Peel)  was  so  clear  and 
decisive  on  the  matter,  that  he  should, 
entirely  agreeing  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  the'  West  Riding  of  York,  be  obliged 
at  all  events,  to  walk  out  of  the  Hou>e 
before  the  division  took  place.  They  were 
asked  with  respect  to  a  document,  which 
bore  on  its  face  the  impression  of  being  a 
confidential  communication  to  the  Cabinet, 
to  declare  that  the  recommendations  con- 
tained therein  formed  '^  the  real,  though 
unavowed  basis,*'  of  a  measure  of  great  im- 
portance. For  the  House  to  take  such  a 
course  would  be  fraught  with  danger  to 
the  well-being  of  the  country ;  and  it  would 
be  assuming  besides  an  untenable  position, 
as  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Home  Secre- 
tary had  assured  the  House  that  the  recom- 
mendations in  question  had  been  rejected 
by  the  Government.  He  disapproved  of 
the  words  "  real,  though  unavowed," 
because  it  seemed  to  charge  the  Govern- 
ment with  manifest  insincerity.  He  was 
.sure  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
bead  of  the  Government  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  avow  the  real  principles  of  any 
measure  which  he  thought  fit  to  bring 
before  the  House.  lie  considered  that 
the  resolutions  contained  a  good  deal  of 
claptrap.  He  disliked  many  of  the  provi- 
sions, and  was  opposed  to  the  principle  of 
the  New  Poor-law ;  but  he  did  not  think 
that  any  reason  why  he  should  turn  demo- 
crat or  make  use  of  language  which  he 
considered  to  be  of  a  dangerous  tendency, 
and  speak  of  *'  the  substitution  of  punisli- 
ment  for  legal  relief."  The  hon.  Member 
for  Newark  said  he  was  induced,  by  the 
state  of  the  country,  to  support  the  present 
motion,  and  that  was  the  very  reason  why 
he  should  be  anxious  not  to  vote  for  the 
first  four  resolutions.  If  the  last  reso- 
lution were  put  to  the  vote  by  itself, 
he  did  not  see  how  he  could  oppose  it, 
but  he  could  not  support  the  first  four 
resolutions.  He  confessed  that  he  was 
not  the  m(»re  inclined  to  support  them, 
when  he  had  regard  to  the  language 
used  by  the  hon.  Cientleman  who  had 
brought  forward  the  motion.  He  had  given 
a  desrription  of  the  boards  of  guardians — 
he  had  s)><>ken  of  the  guardians  us  ''  co. 
vering  while  they  dev«»ured  tlirir  prey  ;" 
and  yet.  in  another  part  of  his  s|)ee('li.  tlit* 
hon    Meml)er  said  in  somt*  instances  thiMc 


guardians  tr&Telledv  some  Bfteeii, 

twenty  miles  to  attend  the 

give  their  best  attention  cod 

to  the  state  of  the  poor.     He  tln^^  il 

most  unjust  for  the  hon.  Member  le  gbe 

such  a  description  of  the    gfmflwf  rf 

England  as  to  say  they  attended  to 


New    Poor-law  in  the  fint 

order  to  give  it  a  little  iclat. 

the  hon.  Member  had  compsred  x\m 

houses  to  the  horrors  of  the  middle 

This   was  a  gross  exaggermtion. 

were,  it  was  true,  a  great  many 

in  the  union  workhouses  which  ng^ 


be  objected  to,  but  to  conpeie 
the  horrors  of  the  middle  _ 

had  been  described  by  the  late  Mr. 
force  and  by  Sir  F.  BuxtoOyWaa  beyaad  i 
son  and  contrary  to  common  noes.  He  I 
fessed  he  did  not  like  the  mode  ie 
the  motion  had  been  brought  Ifarwwd  If 
the  hon.  Member  for  Nottinshem. 
rcsf>ect  to  the  law  itself^  he  did  not 
the  question  would  ever  be  set  et 
a  good  system  of  out-door  relief 
tioned  by  law.  With  one  pert  of  the 
speech  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Fioi 
Lord  of  the  Treasury*  he  oimed  he  wm 
much  surprised.  Hia.  right  hoo.  " 
had  said  tnat  the  workhooae  teet 
an  essential  part  of  the  present  lee  _ 
certainly  every  means  had  been  tried  li 
carry  out  that  principle,  and  he  did  wA 
think  that  any  Member  of  the  rahjent  rf 
Earl  Grey  would  have  mede  tiiA  m 
admission  as  that  which  hia  ri|^t 
Friend  had  made  to-night.  At  At  < 
time  he  was  very  glad  to  heer  tfaet  edi 
sion,  as  it  shewed  at  least  thet  hie  tj|jhl 
hon.  Friend  was  not  prepared  to 
that  principle.  With  regard  to  die 
missioners — a  main  point  in  the 
law — he  must  say  that  he  rerj  noch  ie> 
gretted  the  language  those  gentlemen  hel 
in  many  instances  made  use  of.  He  weeH 
not  quote  as  the  hon.  Member  fior  Nettieg^ 
ham  had  done,  from  a  docnment  ef  e 
doubtful  character,  but  from  e  repart 
made  by  the  Commissioners  and  pahl&mel 
in  the  year  1840.  In  page  7  of  thet 
he  found — 


"  The  attempts  which  are  constanilj 
to  evade  the  law  by  indirect  means  «h 
there  in  a  possibility  of  doing  90  (as  by 
tary  rates,  Ifcc..)  confirm  us  in  this  o 
ihiit  all  old  abuses  would  cicep  in  ffi^  if  Ae 
l*04)r  Law  Commission  were  aboUilied.    Ihi 
only  remains  of  it  (relief  to  men  in  wofk 
in  aid  of  w:i<^cs)  are  to  be  found  iiicertalB 
};ular  practices,  to  which,  if  ihcy  nere 
sionally  sugge«:f*"'    *>*    ^nooeoos 
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humanitjr,  we  ihonld  gi*a  llw 
rrauduleoi.  Wa  allude  to  atunpti  thraogb 
prime  subKriptioM,  bj  which  fanoi  have  been 
nised  to  be  doled  out,  like  the  poor  ntet,  ia 


llioug)!  the  von]  "  dole"  mia^t  Im 
applinl  only  to  money,  yet  he  held  that 
there  was  ia  point  of  principle  no  difference 
between  money  and  muney'B  worth,  and 
the  effect  of  the  recomtneodatioD  here  put 
forth  would  be,  if  it  were  carried  out,  to 
put  a  stop  to  all  those  chanties  whidi, 
much  to  toe  credit  of  the  country,  prevailed 
in  80  many  parishes  tlirou^oilt  the  Icing- 
dom.  Id  a  parish  in  which  be  had  lateTj 
resided  in  the  county  of  Rent  there  ms  a 
charity,  kept  up  by  subscription,  for  the 

Surpose  of  ginng  coals  to  the  poor  at  a 
imioished  price  j  in  other  instances  flour 
and  other  neoessaries  were  supplied  in  tba 
same  way  ;  but  according  to  the  principle 
set  forth  in  the  extract  he  had  read,  all 
such  things  must  cease,  or  be  deeignated 
by  the  appellation  of  fraudulent.  Now,  it 
could  not  be  expected  when  the  Poor-law 
Commissioners  made  use  of  such  language, 
that  they  should  be  popular  in  the  couutry. 
He  repeated,  that  he  was  rery  glad  to  hear, 
not  only  that  the  workhouse  test  was  not 
an  essential  part  of  the  preaent  Uw,  bat 
also  the  admisaioo  that  the  CommissioMn 
had  made  use  of  indiscreet  lanniage,  and 
be  hoped  that  in  any  mcasitre  micb  mMt 
be  introduced  in  tba  course  of  tfaliSe«kin, 
the  Hmim  and  tba  oonntry  wnold  aae  a 
permanent  and  eftetual  dumge.  He  did 
not  wish  l<Miger  ta  detain  tbe  Hoon,  h 
the  principles  upon  which  ha  shoold  nm 
on  the  present  oecaaioD  had  been  ao  wdl 
laid  down  bybisbon.  Friend,  thaHeaiber 
for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkahir*.  If  Um 
hon.  Member  for  Nottingham  would  ood< 
tent  himself,  with  putting  the  fifth  reaoln* 
don  to  the  House,  he  ahMild  feel  bound  to 
vote  for  it,  but  the  four  prattoui  lM<dutioDS 
be  could  not  support. 

Sir  R.  Peel  obtervad.  Ihat  hia  boo. 
Friend  had  miiunderstood  bin,  when  be 
supposed  that  be  had  ataied  that  the 
workhouse  test  was  no  test  in  the  pr« 
law.     What  he    had   said  waa.  IbM 
workhouse  test  was  not  introduced  ^ 
prwent  law  for  the  Grit  time  aa  the  test  of 
poverty,  for  it  had  been  tbe  last  adopted 
ISO  years  ago,  when  the  9th  of  Goo^  I. 
made  the  workhouse  lbs  test  instead  ol 
the  labour  test. 

Mr.  Ferrand,  on  rising  la  addreM  Utt 
H«atc  upon  a  quettioa  ••  iriuch  ha  bid 


long  taken  a  deep  iBleroat,  begfad  m  tha 
6nt  pboa  to  offer  hia  sincera  thanks  to 
the  boo.  Henber  for  Notttogham,  for 
liaring  braoght  to  light  what  he  (Kr. 
Ferrand)  oonaidMcd  to  be  tbe  foultsi  co»> 
spiracy  avar  enlaced  iato  in  tbe  d«k 
against  ibo  rights,  libartiei,  and  privilc^ 
of  the  poor.  It  was  now  twefn  yaua 
since  ha  (Mr.  Ferrand)  had  first  lakan 
part  in  public  afieiia ;  and  on  tbia  qiiat- 
tion,  he  had  often  raooivad  adviM  fnmi 
[be  pnblie  apeeehas  of  ibt  hOn.  H«iibar, 
which  had  neerad  him  eu  in  tbe  coorse 
be  had  puraned  in  opposing  by  cveiy  eon. 
stitational  means  in  bis  power  this  law, 
id  lililedid  ha  than  think  that  ha  iboald 
have  tba  bonoar'  and '  the  priviiaga  of 
Mitiog  beside  hia  bon.  Frioed,  when  kt 
nve,  as  be  bad  that  nirtt  givon,  tko 
daatb-blow  to  tht  New  Poor-law.  Ho 
derpW  regretted  the  ^wech  wbieh  the 
right  boo.  Baronet  at  tbe  b«ad  of  the  Go> 
vernnenl  had  nodt  that  tvtninf.  Ht 
did  not  think  that  the  rigkt  bon.  Boionet 
had  aeted  fairly  la  the  hon.  and  loarnod 
Member  for  OMkannontb.  Tbo  tight 
hon.  Barontt  saw  •  risiog  spirit  of  ind*- 
mdance  Bowing  into  dio  ben.  oad  lovaod 
[emb^  broaot:  b«  aaw  thit  the  has. 
and  learood  MaadMV  wu  aetoatad  by  ae 
party  ipirh,  oad  tt»  ri^t  hon.  Baraitat 
iadvpoDdaDM  tbo  bon. 
Mr  bid  shown,  oboild 
bacoao  ooolukMH  on  both  Mda»  of  IIm 
HoMot  MtdtKMirtlMftaUv«Udiw> 


stand  np  is  tbo  indopandoBt  itnw  ha 
bod  done  sbooM  bt  oaUd  apo»ai  bolb 
sides,  the  Oofswwt  woild  ba  fai  •  mi* 
nority  on  tbo  piaaatit  ooeaaioB.  Bat  wkit 
bad  ban  tba  reoMriu  of  tba  right  boa. 
BatoMt  tba  Soentuj  for  ib«  Houm  Da- 

EirtBont  lowarda  tba  boq.  M—bw  tat 
ouiagbunt  TiM  rifht  boa,  Baraaal 
■aid,  ttii  woa  ■  priviia  dooanoat.  aaly 
iataodod  for  the  ayea  of  thi  lata  Goven** 
ment,  of  wbidh  ba  bad  booa  a  Mawbar. 
Ha  (Ur.  F«iaad)  wUiod  tba  risht  boa. 
Baronat  bod  toaulaod  aoaoaotod  witb  Om 
right  boo.  Baraaat'fl  frirnda  of  iba  laU 
GovarBMMit,  aad  ibta  Cootarfaiiva  prta* 
oiploa  wouM  k»va  itaod  maA  bigbar  ia 
tba  ejoi  oT  tba  paopla  tbaa  tbajdid  at 
pioaaat.  Tba  ifabt  boa.  Baraoot  bad 
taaatod  bia  hoikFriaad  ika  Mwhir  tm 
Nattn^Mm  wiib  a  biaaab  of  aoafidoaaab 
Ha  ooBlaiidod  tbal  bv  boik  Friend  bad 
oaiydiaBhariid  a  faUia  dato.  Ha  bad 
foaad  aat  mi  dni|pd  t»W^%  dawr 
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ment  which,  without  any  breach  of  confi- 
dence on  his  party  he  found  placed  amongst 
his  papers—he  cast  his  eyes  upon  it,  and 
said  to  himself,  '*  Now  I  will  bring  before 
the  eyes  of  the  people  of  England  this 
monstrous  system  of  oppression."    And 
how  had  the  right  hon.  Baronet  himself 
acted  the  other  night,  when  he  moved  for 
a  return  of  two  letters  which  emanated 
from  certain  manufacturers  when  the  New 
Poor-law  was  under  consideration,  and  on 
which  they  entered  into  an  express  and 
declared  agreement  with  Mr.  Chadwicic, 
the  Secretary  to  the  Poor-law  Commission- 
ers,  that   if  they  only  framed  the   New 
Poor-law  in  such  a  manner  as  to  throw  a 
large  portion  of  the  working  classes  of  the 
south  into  the  north — that  if  they  were  able 
'*  to  absorb"  the  surplus  population  of  the 
south  into  the  manufacturing  districts  of 
the  north  of  England.     It  would  enable 
them,  the  manufacturers,  to  reduce  the  price 
of  labour  in  the  north  of  England  and  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  outbreaks  for  raising  wages  ? 
[Mr.  Wallace:   Who  said  that?]      The 
letters  of  Mr.  Ash  worth  and  Mr.  Greg  ; 
they  were  in  the  first  report  of  the  Poor- 
law  Commissioners.     The  words  he  had 
often  quoted  before,  and  no  man  had  ever 
denied  the  truth  of  the  quotation.     Now, 
at   that  very  time   a   committee   of  the 
House  was  sitting,  to  inquire  into  the 
then  condition  of  the  band-loom  weavers, 
and  it  was  proved  before  that  committee 
that   the  band-loom   weavers   were  then 
struggling  for  existence  upon  ten  farthing^ 
a  day.    But  what  had  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net said  with  respect  to  these  two  letters  ? 
Why,  he  said,  they  were  private  commu- 
nications— that    the   first   letter  of    Mr. 
Ash  worth  was  on  the  file  of  the  Poor- law 
Commissioners,  but  that  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Greg  could  not  be  found.     They  were,  he 
added,    private    communications,    which 
were  never  intended  to  see  daylight,  but 
that  he  had  no  objection  to  produce  Mr. 
Ashworth's  letter,  and  lay  it  on  the  Table 
of  the  House.     Now,  what  was  the  difi'er- 
ence   between  the   conduct  of  the  ri^ht 
hon.  Baronet  in  placing  that  letter,  which 
he  said  was  of  a  private  nature,  and  never 
intended  to  see  the  daylight,  on  the  Table 
of  the   House,  and   in  that  of  his  hoii. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Nottingham,  who, 
finding  a  paper  which  had  been  submitted 
to  the  Government,  brouglit  it  befort*  the 
House?     This  was  said  by  the  ri^ht  hon. 
B3ronct  to  be  a  breach  of  confidence — \\v 
maintained  there  was  no  breach  of  confi- 


dence except  on  the  part  of  tha 
Baronet  himself.  The  right  hon. 
had  expressly  stated,  that  the  letter 
ten  by  Mr.  Ashworth  to  the  Seodary  of 
the  Poor-law  Commiuioners  was  a  prnUi 
communication,  and  now  he  begged  to  aik 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Firat  Lord  af 
the  Treasury  (who  had  always  shown  aa 
earnest  anxiety  to  prevent  the  sl%hlBit 
attempt  to  conceal  public  docanenli)if 
there  was  any  necestity  to  keep  hack 
Mr.  Greg's  letter  ?  It  was  said  not  to  ha 
on  the  file.  Why  was  it  not  on  the  ibf 
Let  the  Government  say  at  onee  that  k 
would  be  inconvenient  to  prodoee  it  be- 
cause there  were  expretiions  in  that  letter 
which  ought  not  to  appear  before  the  pab- 
lic.  Such  he  understood  from  the  Im». 
Member  for  Oldham  to  be  the  rase,  bat 
at  all  events  it  was  the  dnty  of  the  G^ 
vernment  to  make  a  strict  and  scaichiw 
inquiry  as  to  the  reasons  and  meana  and 
to  prevent  the  production  of  that  letter. 
He  now  came  to  the  question  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  Poor-law  in  the  North  of  Eng- 
land. And  what  had  been  itteflfeetathcsi? 
It  happened  that  amongst  the  letters  cs^ 
tained  in  the  first  report  of  the  PoorJsv 
Commissioners  there  was  one  froai  Mr. 
Ashworth  in  which  he  told  Mr.  Chadwidt 
that  it  would  be  desirable  that  20jOW 
labourers  should  be  sent  from  the 
down  to  Staleybridge.  Now,  the  ii 
of  factories  for  that  district  had, 
the  last  few  days,  forwarded  hia  report 
her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  ihi 
Home  Department,  and  in  it  what  i 
they  find  there  proved  to  be  the  stale 
present  of  Staleybridge — the  district 
which  Mr.  Chad  wick,  with  the 

and  at  the  request  of  those  cotton-spiai 

and  through  the  agency  of  Dr.  ^ay— 
who,  for  the  part  he  had  taken  in  S'raii^ 
the  election  of  Mr.  P.Thompson  at  Man- 
chester, had  been  made  a  Poor-la^ 
miHsioner,  and  who,  in  a  pamphlet. 
described  the  working  population  of  Man* 
Chester  and  its  neighbourhood  to  be,  at 
that  moment,  in  a  state  of  starvatioa^ 
had  induced  tens  of  thousands  of  the  pa- 
pulation of  the  south  to  go  into  the  ma- 
hufactuiing  districts  of  the  north?  Ha 
wished  the  manner  in  which 
wretched  poor  had  been  kidnapped 
sold  into  a  state  of  slavery,  and 
to  a  speedy  death,  could  be  exposed 
the  Huuse.  But  with  respect  to  Stalsy* 
biid^e.aiid  its  neighbourhood, he  fonndlhs 
following  statement  made  bv  Mr. 
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(be    Tactory  iaspector,  in    tU   hit    re- 
port:— 

"  Tlie  population  of  the  ttiTM  adjoiDing 
towns  of  Athlon,  Dukeo6«ld  and  Stalevbridge 
included,  with  ao  area  of  a  mile  and  a  half 
radius  from  the  moil  cantral  part  of  the  dit- 
iricl,  is  considered  to  be  ttot  leti  than 
55,000;  and  the  proportion  of  Ibe  wotking 
pepulatioD,  that  la,  those  below  ihe  rank 
of  shopkeepers,  has  been  Mtimated  at  80 
per  cent,  in  Ashlon,  90  in  Staleybridge,  and 
94  in  Dukenfield.  This  dense  poputation  bai 
been  brought  together  chieflj  by  the  eilension 
of  the  cotton  maoufactuTe  within  a  *ery  thon 
period.  The  populalion  of  the  borough  of 
Ashton  and  loviDship  of  Dukenfield  together 
was  jo  1821, 14,318 ;  in  1631, 29,352 ;  and  In 
1841,45,074.  1  am  unable  to  give  the  ex- 
act numbers  for  the  whole  district,  becante 
Slaleybridge  J)  partlj  in  Lancashire  and  partly 
in  Cheshire,  but  the  increase  there  has  proba- 
bly been  in  a  simitar  ratio." 


"  Uow  little  tlie  moral  and  religious  im- 
provement of  the  large  number  of  Ibe  buo^ 
bier  clauei  fans  been  hitherto  an  object  of 
solicitude,  the  following  facts  will  show:— 
In  the  borough  of  Ashton,  with  a  popula- 
lion of  25,000,  there  is  no  national  school, 
no  school  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Sdool 
Society,  nor  any  otber  public  day-school  for  the 
children  of  the  working  classes.  The  same  is 
the  case  at  Slaleybridge  and  Jloken field,  with 
the  slight  eiceplion  I  shall  now  state.  I  men- 
tioned in  the  report  above  referred  to  that  a 
national  school  had  recently  been  bnilt  at 
Slaleybridge,  but,  I  regret  to  say,  it  is  nol  jet 
in  operation," 

Now  this  Dr.  Kay,  who,  by  the  by, 
held  also  the  situatioD  of  aecretary  to  the 
Education  Board,  was  the  ageat  employed 
by  Mr.  Chadwtck,  and  the  Poor-law  Com- 
miisioners  lo  carry  down  20,000  tonthem 
labourers  to  a  place  where  there  was  not 
an  atom  of  chance  of  their  receiTin^  tbe 
slightest  education.  Now,  wai  Dot  this 
something  serious  and  alarming — namely, 
that  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
New  Poor-law  it  was  necessary  to  abi(Hi> 
the  population  ofthe  south  into  the  Donh? 
Where  did  hon.  Members  think  that  tbe 
first  outbreaks  took  place  T  Why,  at 
Slaleybridge,  where  there  wat  a  popula- 
tion whose  minds,  from  their  saSertDgi, 
were  easily  excited  by  men  having  deeper 
designs,  but  who  had  not  the  courage  to 
show  their  faces,  and  who  left  their  vie- 
tiras  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  justice,  aiid 
pais  tbence  to  tiantportatioD,  while  tb^ 
•luttk  away  into  the  dark.  He  maintauMd 
that  the  oiigio  of  tbe  Mttxeak  wit  tbs 


iniquitous,  adocioos,  bloodthinty  Poor- 
law.  But  for  that  law,  the  popalatton  of 
the  north  of  England  would  not  have  had 
their  market  for  labour  entrenched  upon 
by  Die  introduction  of  tens  of  tbooiandi 
of  tlie  niassea  of  the  south,  and  they  would 
have  had  some  chance  of  earniag  a  aob- 
sistence  by  a  fair  price  for  their  labour,  if 
they  had  not  been  robbed  tf  \l  under  the 
operation  of  die  New  Poor-law.  He  fiannd 
theother  evening  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Manchester  tbonght  proper  lo  deny  nme 
siatements  he  bad  made  with  reipeet  to 
the  treatment  of  children  enifdoyed  in  k 
mill  belonging  to  a  cotton -apinner  in  Lan- 
cashiie.  The  hon.  Member  said,  he  had  ' 
slated  things  which  were  without  fbnnda- 
lion.  He  bad  told  the  House  that  ifaere 
were  certain  Poor-law  unioni  where  the 
overseers  handed  orer  the  orphans  under 
their  care  and  proieeiion  to  emplojeia 
without  intittiriug  into  the  mode  of  treM- 
ment  to  which  they  would  bfl  expowd. 
He  had  stated  the  circumstance  upon  au- 
thority on  which  he  knew  he  c'ould  place 
reliance — lie  had  learned  it  from  persons 
of  unquestionable  veracity  ;  and,  althongh 
the  matter  bad  been  denied  by  the  hon. 
iMemlier  for  Manchester,  he  knew  very 
v/eW  that  the  hour  was  not  far  dbtant 
when  he  would  receive  an  nutborilj  backed 
cither  by  )jersoD*  who  had  beheld  thoae 
scenes  of  cruelty,  or  who  were  prepared 
to  prove  every  word  which  be  bad  Mtend. 
No  sooner  had  the  ipeech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Manchester  readied  that  town 
thai)  the  reprtsentatives  of  tbe  wo(ktn( 
classes,  who  adroeate  the  Ten-bonis  Fac- 
tory Bill,  met  vni  passed  resolutions, 
which  as  they  rdated  to  hlimelf  ba  would 
not  now  rsM.  Bat  he  had  rsceiTed  a 
letter  from  one  of  tbe  body,  Mr.  Doherty, 
which  corroborated  all  ha  had  laid.  Ha 
trusted  tbe  Honsa  would  allow  him  to  read 
that  lelter.  Tear  after  year  these  poor 
girU  were  kept  in  ■  state  of  slavery ;  but 
at  last  human  natore  could  bear  it  do 
longer,  they  boiat  from  0ie  chams  of  the 
manufacturer,  and  ran  away  10  dieir  pa- 
rents.   And  what  was  their  pi    ' '        ' ' 


"  He  (Mr,  Dobartv)  saw  the  room  in  which 
these  girls  wars  cooflosd ;  tbe  li«fat  wai  cdb. 
pie lely excluded ;  tbijivarsBi 
lire,  light,  or  bed,  and  dieir  an 
food  was  coniiderabfydimiaUMd. 

was  cut  off,  and  fliBircr-* '- 

veral  days.    Dnriug  ll 

Price  several  of  her  M 

ed  the  rigour  of  her  pnMshasnt,  \j  putdag  i* 

lUioughihe  emioMcf  thawuMotugnMlr 
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separated  this  room  from  llie  adjoioing  apart- 
roent  portions  of  their  own  rations,  as  well  as 
cloaks,&c.  to  cover  her  by  night.  On  the  Friday 
afternoon  the  matron  died,  and  the  remains 
lay  in  the  next  room  to  that  in  which  the  poor 
giri  was  confined.  When  she  heard  this,  she 
was  driven  almost  frantic  with  fright.  On 
the  following  day,  when  refreshments  were 
brought  her,  she  rushed  out  of  the  room,  and 
told  the  persoi^  having  her  in  charge  that  she 
would  not,  under  any  circumstances  pass 
another  night  in  that  apartment.  The  man 
said, '  Well,  Esther,  if  you  pledge  yourself  not 
to  be  seen^  I  shall  say  nothing  about  it,  but 
you  know,  if  you  are  seen,  it  is  as  much  as  my 
place  is  worth.'  '* 

These  children   were    placed   in   that 
man's  power  under  the  operation  of  the 
New  Poor  Law.     It  was  from  the  union 
workhouses  that  this  man  was  supplied 
with  these  apprentices,  and  he  would  ask 
the  right    hon.   Baronet    whether,   in   a 
civilized  country,  the  people  of  England 
would  long  allow  these  thinf^s  to  exist, 
and  whether  the  working  classes  owed  al- 
legiance to  the  Government,  if,  on  these 
circumstances  being  brought  to  its  know- 
ledge, it  did  not  immediately  take  steps 
lo  put  a  stop  to  such  proceedings  ?  There 
was  another  instance  of  ill-treatment  of 
the  poor  which   be  had  alluded  to  the 
other  evening,  when  be  had  moved  for 
certain  returns  relative  to  the  operation  of 
the  New  Poor-law.     He  had  stated  that 
in  the  month  of  May,  1842,  there  were  a 
number  of  people  sent  from  the  Skipton 
union  workhouse  to  a  man  named  ThreU 
fall,  a  mill-owner  at  Halifax.     He  had 
asked  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  if 
there  was  any  communication  extant  be- 
tween the   Poor-law  Commissioners  and 
that  mill-owner  ?  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
bad  replied,  that  there  was  no  statement 
or  correspondence  whatever  in  the  office 
of  the   Poor-law  Commissioners  on  this 
subject.     After  that,  he  had   asked   the 
right  hon.   Baronet  if   he   would   cause 
an  inquiry  'O  be  made  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  there  were  any  such  com- 
munication, as  to  him,  in  his  high  office, 
the  poor  must  look  fur  protection  if  their 
ri};hts  and  privileges  were  invaded.    That 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  informed  him  that 
there  was  not  any  such  communication. 
With    the    permission   of   the    House    he 
would  read  a  statement  connected  with 
the  transportation  of  these  people  from 
the   Skipton  uniou   workhouses    to    this 
mill:— 


I 


"  Sir,— I  diank  yoia  for  the 
have  paid  to  the  sucject  of  my  tetter^ 
your  kind  communication.  It 
union  workhouse  from  which  the 
brought  to  Threlfairs  mill.  The 
ber  cannot  now  be  ascertained,  hdt,  M 
can  learn,  there  vronid  be  aboot 
of  those  were  so  lame  that  they  eoold 
between  Skipton  and  Addinghaai  e 
only  of  six  miles,  so  they  ^ 
Threlfall's  tax-cart ;  also  one 
deranged  in  her  mental  facoltiea. 
all  females.  The  name  of  the  poor  idiot  wm 
Hannah  Cockshot.  I  regret  thait  I  oh 
to  give  you  the  names  of  the  fear  c 
One  of  them,  whose  name  Is  EUiehcth 
end,  was  so  lame,  that  she  woe  ma§l  ft 
employment,  much  less  to  ttond  twirivc 
a-day  in  a  factory.  After  her  day's 
was  scarcely  able  lo  walk  to  her  ''■^y 
Thus  are  the  poor  cieatnret  coneeye^  tfi 
subjects  for  dissection,  from  the  o 
house  to  the  factory  to  be  experiiBeatod 
by  the  manufacturers.  Tbtae  fads  on 
known  to  many  in  Addingham  ;  bol^  if 
Sir,  do  uot  think  them  suflBciondy 
cated  to  warrant  an  expoeore  io  the 
house  of  Britain,  I  hope  you  will  at 
the  world  acquainted  with  tboae 
have  been  proved  before  yoo  in  a 
tice.  Alice  Morrill  is  so  lar 
to  be  able  partially  to 
ment." 


Now,  here  he  would  ask  what 
there  was  for  protection  for  thei 
people?  The  father  of  Alice  Morrfll' 
clined  to  make  any  staleoient,  oo  ho  wos 
an  overlooker  in  Mr.  ThrelfiiiriR  hIL 
There  was  another  instance  of  the  citMw 
practised  under  this  New  Poor-law,  and  i 
discovered  the  secret  motives  that  hod  in- 
fluenced the  first  proposcfB  of  this  lav-i- 
of  the  Ash  worths  and  the  Giogo, 
they  wrote  their  letters  sod  did  their 
most  to  urge  forward  the  lav,  mmi  to 
into  their  districts  the  popolatioa  of 
south  to  beat  down  the  wa^ges  of 
bourers,  of  their  own  «ork«pooplo. 
work-people  of  Mr.  Threlfall  weio  oo  hodk 
paid,  and  so  ill  used  and  over-workH^ 
that  they  had  struck  for  wagee ;  and  fer 
the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to 
his  mill,  he  applied  to  the  Skipton 
house,  whence  were  forwarded  to 
twentv  hands;  and  these 
were  obliged  to  work  for  the 
chose  to  pve  tbem.  The 
bers  for  Bolton  and  Manchoslsi 
warned  the  House  against  his 
unless  authenticated.  They  hod 
ated,  as  usual,  that  it  woald  bo 
that  the  llonse  and  the  ooantry 
not  listen  to  what  he  said,  uleoo  il 
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fully  pioved  before  the  Houie.  He  little 
thought  that  on  the  fallawiag  morning 
the  report  of  the  factory  inipeclon  would 
be  placed  in  hig  handa.  Since  then  hon, 
Menibera  of  that  House  had  gone  to  bim, 
and  said, — "Why  you  underilated  ibe 
conduct  of  the  nianuracturera  ia  the 
north  of  England.  When  the  Secrelftty 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  chided 
yon  for  having  uied  the  eipreatioo  '  mon- 
>ler>  in  human  ibape,'  yoo  did  not  to  ibe 
eileot  to  which  you  were  juitified  espran 
;oar  abhorrence  of  their  oonduct."  He 
would  aak  the  Secretary  of  State  foe  the 
Home  Department,  whether  ha  frit  it  bi« 
duty  lo  inquire  whether  the  guardiana  of 
(he  Skipton  union  had  placed  in  the 
power  of  thif  manufacturer  twenty  bauds 
for  bia  mill,  three  or  four  of  whom  were 
cripplei  unable  lo  walk,  and  one  of  then 
an  idiot  i  He  wai  about  to  read  an  ei- 
tract  from  the  report  of  the  inapectora  of 
factoriea  fijr  the  half-year  ending  the 
31it  of  December,  1842.  It  waa  rather 
long,  but  he  tniated  the  Home  wontd 
bear  with  it ;  and  he  would  aik  (be  Home 
to  rcKue  the  maaiea  of  the  people  from 
the  oppresiioD  and  plunder  inflicted  apoa 
them,  for  their  burthen  was  too  heary  lo 
be  borne.  This  was  the  report  of  Mr. 
Saunders,  and  was  dated  the  26th  of 
January,  1843 — the  last  report. 

"  I  WIS  aboat  to  prepare  my  report  for  Iha 
last  quarter  io  the  early  put  of  tbe  months 
when  I  received  notice  of  one  of  the  moil 
grois  and  oppiesiire  TioUtiotu  of  the  law, 
during  tlie  week  ending  ilie  2jih  ultimo,  thai 
hu  occured  to  my  knowledge  lioce  the  Fac< 
tory  Act  wat  passed.  This  induced  me  to  de- 
lay  my  report,  in  order  to  wait  the  remit  of  a 
careful  inTeitigBiion  of  the  circnnulance*  relat- 
ing to  that  offeace,  and  the  adjadicalion  of  any 
complaints  which  might  be  pnierred  against 
tbe  offender*.  Tbe  ioTeatigatioa  wsa  vaiy 
■fficiently  conducted  by  Mr.  Baker,  the  sopet- 
intendeot." 

He  would  lieie  beg  leaee  to  bear  bii 
testimony  to  tbe  conduct  of  Mr.  Baker, 
for  he  never  saw  a  man  conduct  hinUMif 
with  more  justice  lo  the  partiei  ooa< 
cerned. 

"And  I  regret  to  say  the  wilfal  and  del)> 
berate  overworking  of  Tarioui  young  panoaa, 
both  boys  and  girls,  but  Chiefly  the  utter,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  fouttaen  aiul  eighteen,  was 
dearly  established.  This  occurred  at  a  BriU 
at  Addiughim,  in  Yoikshire,  whiek  has  oalj 
been  occupied  a  ftw  months,  ia  cott— ipi»- 
ning,  by  tbe  firm  of  Hessis.  Seed  and  C*.,  of 


which  a  Mr.  William  Threlfidl  ia  tbe  l__ 
partner.  The  mill  was  at  work  fion  IIX  < 
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on  Tl)ursdity  raonung,  the  22d  ult-  antil 
twelve  o'clodc  the  same  night,  which  (aUowii^ 
iwo  liours  for  meal-dme)  was  an  empltmDent 
for  sixteen  hours  of  the  leveral  persons  detain- 
ed between  those  periods,  some  of  tham  Mag 
under  eighteen  jrears  of  age.  Iliis  was,  bow- 
eier,  comparativriy  a  sligbl  offence  to  wbat 
followed.  Tbe  mill  coimiiwoad  working  again 
the  ucit  MoraiDg,  Frida]r,tbe38d,  and  the  n^ 
chinery  continued  running  from  that  time, 
wiih  only  lOtM  short  intsrraU  for  meals,  dar- 
ing Hie  whole  of  Fiidaj  night,  the  whole  of 
Satuiday,  sod  HBtil  three  erelock  on  Snodajr 
muniiug  (Cbristmaspd^),  a  period  of  far^- 
liie  hours. 

Now  ih«M  twwty  pwiptn  wars  pbnd 
in  the  power  of  thia  "  tiMDiter  in  human 
■hape,"  and  ha  asked  tha  right  boa.  Ba- 
ronet would  be  make  an  inouirj  into  this 
statement  t  Tbe  right  hon.  DaroMI  mutt, 
or  place  hinualf  in  uapoaitioa  to  bocallod 
on  to  resign  hit  office. 

"  There  ean  be  no  doubt,  the  report  oonti- 
Dued,  but  that  soma  of  the  baads  nndar  tiffin 
teen  years  of  age  were  pteaenl  dnring  Ika 
wliolcor  this  escesHvely  long  period;  bat  this 
point  was  not  ptored  la  tbe  eaaea  aaleeled  for 
the  proiecutioa,  baaausa  it  wm  nasamaiy,  In 
order  (o  obtain  mora  thw  one  penal^,  l«  lajr 
net  inhrmatioaa  fcr  tbe  wrong  amplay- 
1  of  diShreat  yoaag  v«aons  tor  oadi  sapa- 
d»y.  It  wa^  howavar,  pro*sd,  ibat  pria 
of  fourteeD  had  baan  kept  to  wotk  Cam  saNw 
o'clock  on  Fiiday  eeawng,  tba  Ud,  duiq  all 
the  oifht,  Um  next  day,  and  ihien^  Satanay 
night,  until  three  a.m.  oa  8nBday,lba  9Sllv— a 
period  of  duity-two  bowa;  the  saaaa  panoas 
haring  been  wofkad  od  tba  prariou  day 
(Thursday)  till  twalea  at  ni^  and  tfrn  tu 

part  of  iha  Fiiday  If "     " 

towards  yoang  and  ta 

rot  be  detMd  fra*  U.      , , , 

opinion,  the  baavieai  panaltiaa  wUeb  tka  law 
iiuposei!  f<H  snahoSaneaat  and  I  Ml  mjmK 
fully  justiHad  In  saactieoing  Mr.Bakatli  aiw 
rangemeDt  of  hi*  omnplaini*  in  SMb  a  Tiiawr 
IS  to  afford  tba  aaagiairaia*  an  ofiwMnd^  oiF 
twsrding  a  pnnisfcaMatf  in  acne  oagvaa  oaa»> 
-ilk  tba  aAaaa.  Tba  aOhndart 
d  an  sasan  diflhraat  ia  iDsmatiaM, 
ha  ■anamtaa  daaned  aaaarioaa 
aatasaltr  tba  fall  iMMlW  of  Mtf. : 
and  the  otbet  oftnoa  was  p-— »— '  fm  a  nay> 

ialofsl." 

Now,  ba  would  call  tha  KIcstiM  of  Aa 
right  hon.  BuOMt  tba  8flci«tarj«f  State 
for  the  H«M  D^artment  to  wbat  waa 
now  doing  by  thw  milkiwnar.  Ha  «u 
—  -ig  to  nTOHl  tbaaa  peaaldaa;  ba  wm 
getting  up  a  petitioa  to  tba  r^  hon.  Ba- 
ronet to  ba  KUowd  froa  tbaa,  and  Au 
petition  had  baan  almdy  Bfiiad  broM 
magistrate  wbowH  I  part-owner  «  tMtt 
mill.    Hekitewtbitar.7bnl&ltwgaa 
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apply  ill  vain  to  ihe  right  hon.  Bbtdd 
He  knew,  thai  so  far  as  money  could  ms 
this  moDsier  pay  for  bis  atrocities, 
must  pay  the  whole  amount  of  the  fii 
imposed  upon  him,  but  how  trifling  v 
tbtir  amount  when  they  looked  at  the 
suit  he  had  inflicted  on  humanity  I  B 
listen  again  to  if  hat  this  inspector  said- 

"  No   dercnce   was   attempted,  except   ihe 
oflen-iepeated  one  of  being  pressed  to  com- 
plete an   order  for  shipment,  Ihe   profits   of 
which  would  have  been  lost  if  the/  had 
undertaken  to  suppljf  the  wtiole  quanlitj 
quired.    The   magistrates    would    not  en 
tain  this   plea   as  affording    any  justificalion 
for  so  gross  an  abuse  of  ihe  power  an  ei 
ployer  can   exercise  over  the  operatiTcs 
a  district  where  labour  is  redundant.    I  regi 
to  say  the  mill-occupiers  do  not  stand  alone 
responsible  for  this  cruelly  towards  the  young 


who  had  the  power  of  : 
horrors  on  bis  fellow -coantrjBHa.  Tk 
New  Poor-law  had  placed  thb  powwr  i> 
that  man's  bandi.  Ha  had  fnl  tka 
power  over    the    people   id    Ihe  B^Kk 

smiled.}     The  right  hon.  F  ~ 


bourhood    of   hit  niU.      [Sir  JZ.  . 


No;  the  parents  had  been  driven  by 
the  surplus  labour  of  the  south  to  work 
their  own  offspring  to  death  for  existence. 

"  It  was  proved  that  a  parent  had  not 
merely  consented  to  sacrifice  the  phyiiical 
powers  of  his  child  for  money,  but  obliged  hi^ 
tender  girl  to  exert  herself  to  the  last.  Dur- 
ing Ibe  period  the  mill  was  at  work,  some  of 
the  girls  were  obliged  to  wiclidraw,  from  phy- 
sical inability  to  work  longer.  The  parent  of 
one  young  woman,  about  l!l  years  of  age,  was 
determined  to  brave  (he  punishment  conse- 
quent upon  opposing  the  will  of  the  master — 
\'n.,  dismissal  from  work  for  the  future,  lie 
proceeded  at  four  o'clock  on  (Saturday  after- 
noon to  the  mill,  fortunately  obtained  acce5^i 
to  the  room  where  his  girl  had  been  working 
from  five  o'clock  on  Friday  rooming,  and  In- 
sisted on  withdrawing  licr.  lie  ultimately 
succeeded,  but  not,  as  he  informs  me,  until 
both  the  managing  partner,  Mr.  Threlfall,  and 
his  son,  had  endeavoured  forcibly  to  remove 
him  from  the  |>remist'9.  This  and  the  other 
cases  of  overwork  which  have  occurred  wiiliin 
the  last  two  years  in  the  Bradford  district  must 
surely  convince  the  most  sceptical  of  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  a  strong  law  to  protect  the 
labouring  class  in  these  dibtricts ;  and  the 
officer  employed  may  reasonably  deem  such 
cases  as  indicating  wli:it  i»  lu  be  cvpcclcd 
among  a  corl;iin  class  of  mills  under  a  more 
active  slate  of  trade." 

There  was  not  a  Member  in  the  House, 
he  did  not  care  to  what  party  he  might 
belong,  who  could  have  heard  this  state. 
ment,  and  who  would  not  blusli  for  the 
honour  of  his  country.  There  never  was,  l)e 
would  venture  to  say,  in  the  history  of 
England  so  disgraceful  a  piece  of  conduct 
dragged  to  public  light  iu  the  House  of 
Commont  by  a  Member  againtl  a  lUko 


From  plundenngaod  penecMitinf  lo  dMk 

the  working  clauet  in  Ihe  neiyUoatheii 
of  his  mill  the  working  cIusm  bad  stnA 
against  him;  they  hu  refused  to  b«  My 
longer  his  slaves;  hi>  mill  atood  HilL  Hi 
was  enabled  toprof  ide  the  tnesDeoaec  ■Mi 
of  working  it ;  and  where  did  he  find  lUit 
Under  the  New  Poor-law.  He  ipidJld  M 
the  Skipton  workhouie,  end  thej  aappU 
him  with  twenty  hande.  He  wovld  Mk 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  where  thoeetwniy 
hands  now  were?  The  right  hon.  Bfr 
ronet  had  a  heart,  he  kaew,  withie  hii 
breast  to  which  the  criea  of  thcee  pev 
wretches  would  not  plead  ia  raie.  Be 
had  stated  some  of  the  conaeqaeiiew  rf 
this  New  Poor-taw  upon  the  mane*  iaAt 
north  of  England.  If  the  Houae  luill 
allow  him  he  would  state  what  was  thi 
conduct  of  the  Assistant  Poor-law  Coa- 
missioners  in  the  admintitratioo  of  Aa 
law;  and  in  doing  so,  he  doubtad  ait 
(bat  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treaanry  woM 
render  an  act  of  justice  to  him  as  weD  m 
to  the  parisbioDers  of  the  towaafaip  what 
he  lived,  when  be  had  explained  tbeRM> 
dalous  conduct  of  the  Assistant  Poor-ka 
Commissioners.  During  the  diacusMB 
of  the  New  Poor-law  in  that  Hoeae  kth 
Members  would  remember  with  what  riaa 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Firat  Loroaf 
the  Treasury  had  opened  the  red  tat 
before  him  and  drafted  out  a  atalaaal 
from  Mr.  Mott.  Paragraph  af^  pan> 
graph  he  read,  bringing  cbargea  tba  moM 
untrue  against  the  Keighley  bottd  if 
guardians.  He  had  sat  perfiectlj  com- 
posed  behind  him,  feeling  that  be  shoaU 
have  very  little  difGculiy  to  prove  to  \m 
conviction  that  the  statement!  made  by 
Mr.  Mott  were  untrue,  and  cuntradieiieaa 
had  passed  between  the  right  boa.  Ba> 
ronet  and  himself.  This  had  coded  ia  ft 
challenge  on  the  part  of  the  right  boa. 
Baronet  to  him  to  move  for  a  coouutln 
of  inijuiry,  when  the  gallant  Commodoia 
the  Member  for  Marylehone, always  itadj 
for  [he  fighl,  gave  notice  of  a  motioa  far 
a  committee  of  inquiry,  and  he  understoad 
that  the  gallant  Officer  had  braadiaM 
stick  above  bis  bead  on  Umviag  iha 
ilouaei  aad  said, 
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"  He  had  caught  the  hon.  H«mber  for 
KoaresboroDgh  ia  a  trap  at  laiU" 

That  inquiry  had  taken  plan,  and  k 
convinced  wai  be  that  he  could  diiprove 
the  state  meats  of  Mr.  Moit  that  he  bad 
aasented  to  the  Members  of  the  commitiee 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Fiist  Lord  of  the  Treasury  at  once;  for 
he  nas  convinced  that  balf-a-doien  trite- 
nesses connected  wilb  the  Keigbley  Uoion 
would  prove  every  word  of  Mr.  Mott'a 
statement  to  be  false.  Tbe  committee  had 
been  moved  for  and  appointed.  Tbe  next 
day  nhen  he  came  to  the  Home  an  hon. 
Member  had  said  to  him — 

"  ^by,  you  foolish  fellow,  von  have  agreed 
to  a  packed  committee ;  itiey  will  report 
against  you." 

He  had  replied,  he  did  not  care  what 
sort  of  a  committee  there  was,  the  wit- 
nessea  would  prove  tbe  truth.  Two  ma- 
gistrates, both  Wbigs,  who  had  taken  ao 
active  part  in  the  forwarding  of  the  mea- 
sure, and  who  weie  atrenuous  supporter* 
of  the  New  Poor-law,  legal  and  medical 
officers  connected  with  the  union,  had 
been  eiamined  as  wUneates,  and  everj 
one  of  them,  without  exception,  had  de^ 
Glared  that  Mr.  Mott'a  report  was  nntrne. 
The  committee  had  reported  that — 

"  Mt.  Mott's  report  was  borne  out  in  its 
most  important  allegations." 

He  regretted  that  there  should  hare 
been  an  attempt  in  that  committee  lo 
whitewash  that  public  officer.  Let  any 
man  read  the  evidence  given  before  that 
committee:  the  hon.  Member  for  Piniborj 
sat  on  it,  and  would  bear  him  out  in  what 
he  stated,  and  he  would  be  convinced 
that  tbe  evidence  was  opposed  to  tfaa 
report.  The  committee  had  reported  thai 
Mr.  Mott's  statement  waa  true.  Mr. 
Motl.  in  bis  reprt,  amonit  other  thioga, 
said, — 

"  asrd.  April,  1842.  I  attended  a  meeting 
of  the  board  of  guaidiaos  of  the  Keighlev 
Union  on  Wednesday,  the  I3th  instant,  and  1 
regret  ]tc>^lia«e  to  report  to  your  board,  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  guardiani  are  very  nnsatis- 
factory  ;  in  short,  tliey  ate  entirely  at  variance 
niih  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  the  diiec- 
lions  of  your  board." 

He  had  put  it  to  the  proof  in  that  com- 
mittee, upon  the  evidence  of  every  witoeaa, 
each  of  whom  bad  proved  that  no  iutnic> 
tions  whatever  bad  been  recetved  from  tbe 
Poor-law  Commisaionen,  except  tbe  ori- 
ginitl  iutractioDs,  sad  that  thonftn  tho 


board  of  guardians  had  acted  io  direct 
accordance  with  the  original  matructiooi ; 
bat  the  committee  had  come  to  a  voM 

g'sinst  the  evidence.  He  nost  tell  tbe 
ouse,  however,  that  the  gallant  Com- 
modore (Sir  C.  Napier)  had  voted  by 
mistake,  that  his  opinion  was  not 

*■  That  Hr.  Mott'a  report  was  borne  not  in 
all  it*  most  imptnlant  allegations  1^  the  evi- 
dence of  tbe  witnesses  who  bad  cone  forward 
to  impugn  it." 

And  when  he  had  fonnd  out  that  this 
was  tbe  case  he  had  protested  against  his 
vote  being  recorded ;  bnt  this  D|Mnioa  of 
the  committee  had  gone  fbnh  to  tbe  world 
«•  the  coDviction  of  the  boo.  atid  gulant 
Commodore.  Bnt  be  was  not  a  man  to 
be  pnt  down  by  the  whitewashing  sntem. 
He  came  to  the  Hoose  and  he  (old  tbe 
House  that  j  nstice  had  not  been  done ; 
that  the  poblic  had  been  ptit  to  gioat 
expense  for  the  parpoee  of  coming  at  tba 
(rath,  and  that  he  still  wonld  seek  ftw 
it  in  that   Honw,      He   < 


oppositioD  was  to  be  made  to  a  mo- 
tion of  which  be  had  given  aotiiw  br  k 
retnrn  of  certain  papers  relattn  to  tbia 
question  ;  but  tbe  right  boo.  Bamoet  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasaiy,  irith  that 
BtraiEbtforward  manliness  of  emidict  file 
wbicn  he  bad  always  given  bim  ecedit, 
said  he  would  not  allow  it— that  tke 

Kpers  ihonld  be  granted.  Than  had 
en  a  driving  down  of  tbe  Heaben  of 
that  committee  to  oppoee  his  motion  ;  bat 
the  right  bon.  Baronet  had  said,  that  tbe 
papen  should  be  granted.  And  what  bnd 
he  moved  for  by  way  of  comiB(  M  the 
troth  ?    He  had  moved  for 

"  Coot  of  all  Mders  which  have  been  issued 
by  the  norJaw  CMnmiariooars  of  Someiiek 
honse  (otbeboaidofgoaidisasiBtheKaighlagr  ' 
Union  tiBoa  the  >teDHti«a  of  (be  sam^  te 
lB8S,n(ethal8(hday^Apiil,18a!  also* 
copy  of  all  reports  npaa  ftepwceedtogsoflha 
board,  and  cooptauta  thmo«  dnrng  t)Mt 
period,  which  have  been  made  by  tte  assl^ 
tantPow.Uw  ComMsdoseis  Mr.  Power  and 
Mr.  Mou  to  the  Paoi4aw  CswaimfaDssaj 
sl*o,astaieM»atofanpartlCTdar  instaawila  ' 
whidtthea^  beard  of  fsardiBBs  bavoaetad 
eoatnuy  to  (ha  direetieaa  of  tbe  CsBtid  Seaid 
St  Semenstiheass ;  ikn,  ntam  of  tbe  nnohi 
bcieltimss  tbe  said  aantauFDovlaw  Com. 
BisrionsiB,  Mr.  Fowtt  and  Hr.  Hot^  bivn 
visited  the  said  board  and  (be  pso*  heiei  e( 
Erigbley  and  Un^,  and  the  datm  tksnef ; 
elaoy  a  letmn  ef  the  r^orts  they  have  made  M 
tbe  saM  pooi4oiMS ;  awl  ef-tbe  ■vmbartf 
i  mil  alee  witUn  the  samsr  op  lb»  IhsmmiaBef 
dw^ga,  ud  OB  «■  Ut:tgf.^iim^wkf. 
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Now,  what  did  the  House  think  the  re- 
torn  had  been  after  the  committee  of  the 
House  had  reported  in  exact  opposition  to 
the  evidence  of  every  witness  that  had 
been  examined  before  them,  of  all  poli- 
tical parties,  both  for  and  against  the  law, 
that  Mr.  Mott  had  stated  what  was  un- 
trae?  The  commissioners  had  sent  this 
return  to  the  House  of  Commons  : — 

*<  That  it  did  not  appear  that  Mr.  Mott  had 
made  any  report  on  the  30th  of  April,  1842/' 

which  had  been  brought  out  of  the  box  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  for  the  purpose  of 

Batting  him  (Mr,  Ferraod)  down  in  the 
louse ; — 

**  And  that  the  commissioners  had  not  any 
written  evidence  to  show  in  what  spirit  the 
said  Keighley  board  of  guardians  had  acted." 

Now,  he  would  ask  the  House  to  listen 
to  what  was  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Mott  and 
the   Poor-law  Commissioners.      A  com- 
mittee of  that  House  had  been  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  his  allegations; 
the  committee  declared   that  they  were 
true,  and  this  was  the  return  of  the  Poor- 
law   Commissioners  of  Somerset- house ! 
Was  this  the  way  the  Poor-law  Commis- 
sioners were  to  treat  that  House  ?    Were 
tbey  to  gratify  private  feeling  to  draw  up 
A  statement  which  was  false  from  begio- 
oing  to  end,  and  then,  when  put  to  the 
test  of  truth,  were  they  to  come  forward, 
and  deliberately  declare  that  such  state- 
ments had  not  been  made  ?  But  he  would 
ask,   where  was  Mr.  Mott  now?     What 
had  become  of  him?    The  country  had 
been   told,   that   he  was  dismissed  from 
office.    Had  he  been  dismissed  on  account 
of  his  conduct  on  this  (]uestion  ?      Flis 
(Mr.  Ferrand*s)  (inn  conviction  was,  that 
be  had  had  notice  that  if  he  did  not  choose 
to  resign,  be  would  be  dismissed  for  this 
very  conduct.     Now,  one  word  with  the 
nght  hon.  Baronet  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  ;  and  if  that  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  give  him  his  kind  attention  for  one 
minute,   he  thought    he  could   convince 
him  that  he  was  in  honour  bound  to  do 
him  an  act  of  justice.     The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet quoted  from  the  Poor-law  Commis- 
sioners' report,  which  he  drew  from  his  red 
box  ;  and  when  he  did  so,  he  turned  round 
and  looked  at  him  ^Mr.  Ferrand)  a  Mem- 
ber of  that  House  anxious  to  do  his  duty 
according  to  the  bt*st  of  his  abilrty.  and 
•aid,  **  Let  the  hon.  Member,  instead  or 
babbling  about  greeo  lields  and  all  ^uch 
traabi  go  down  into  bia  owa  ucighbour- 


■lAle  «rik 


hood,  and  inquire  into  the 

workhouse  there."    Aud  Ibe 

ber   for  Halifax   shouttd    ovl.  ^ 

three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  bn 

He  (Mr.  Ferrand)  assented  thai  !(««••: 

and  how  loudly  wai  the  right 

ronet  cheered  by  certain    hoo. 

opposite,  who  gloried  in  eeeuig 

down  by  the  first  Minister  of  tte 

But  at  the  lame  time  be  Ml 

that  all  the  horrible  acenee  daeerihidl| 

the  right  hon.  Baronet,  end  iMnriMe  dnf 

were,  could  not  have  taken  pines  t  end  hi 

said,  that  it  was  e  disgrace  to  the  tom^Kf 

that  Poor-law  Commissioqen,  far  pn^ 

purposes,  should  so  deceive  tlie  rishs  hee. 

Baronet.    He  was  also  determioea  to  Mt 

the  truth  of  the  assertions  of  Mr*  Fomt, 

as  well  as  to  justify  himself  in  the  ^htef 

the  right  hoo.  Baronet  and  of  the  Hoesi; 

and  to  show,  therefore,  that  they 

such  monsters  in  the  pariah  of 

before  the  Poor-law,  as  Co  eonpeilke 

living  to  companion  with  the  deee,  c 

sleep  four  in  a  bed — and  oh,  bow 

quently  did  the  right  hon.  Baional  d^ 

scribe  those  horrors !     He  (Mr.  Pcnaei) 

moved  that  there  be  lakl  upon  the  MIe 

of  the  House  returns  of  the  anMban  sf 

times  the  assistant-corn missionefe 

and  Mott  had  visited  the  boards  of 

diaos  of  which  the  right  hon.  BasoM 

spoken,  of  how  many  leporta  |bey 

made  concerning  them,  and  of  the  ni 

of  inmates  in  the  union  fron  the  fiial  dn 

of  its  formation  to  the  year  1848.     Wdl 

what  was  the  fact?    Why,  thai 

to  that  report  not  ooe  single  ci 

had  visited  the  poor-house  fron  tte 

of  the  formation  of  the  uaioal 

there  were  evils  in  that  poor-l 

who  was  to  blame  ?    It  was  pleoed 

the  entire  control  of  the  Poor-law 

missioners    and    their   assistaat< 

sioners.     The  guardians  and 

durst  not   interfere;    if   thej   did^ 

would   act   illegally.    They 

down   in    the  strictest   manner    bj 

blessed  New   Poor- lav.     Bot  vhai 

ihe  treatment  of  the  poor  theie 

old  law,  and  what  was  it  under  the 

The  number  of  inmstcs  in  the  poor- 

of  Bingley.  at  the  formation  of  the 

twelve ;   not  enough  to  fiU  all 


«  thsf 
beeei 


lbs 

mi 


was 


Ibe 


beds.  Would  the  right  hoe. 
Itflieve  that,  under  the  nee  lew, 
number  had  increased  to  fiity-^ix? 
that  crowded  state  of  the  Hoese 
tbc  sancuon  of  the  Poor-law 
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sioaere  ihenueWei,  for  tbeir  direetiom  lo 
the  board  of  guardianB  wera  thst  tho  poor 
should  be  crowded  into  that  baildmg,  in- 
cluding the  poor  belongiDg  tp  tw)  other 
towathips  in  that  uDion.  He  wogld, 
therefore,  atk  the  right  hon.  Baranet,  Dot 
u  a  matter  of  faTOur,  but  u  •  matter  of 
right,  did  ba  not  think  he  «•■  bound  to  five 
■ome  eiplanciion  of  the  altaok  which  tb« 
right  hon.  Baronet  roede  upon  biro  on  afbr- 
mer  occasion  T  Ailongta  therate-payen 
had  the  managemeDt  of  tba  poor  )n  bis 
unioa,  they  look  can,  that  the  living  did 
not  companion  with  the  deadj  they 
treated  the  poor  with  mercy  and  with 
justice,  allowing  them  the  enjoynunt  of 
everything  tbey  had  a  right  to  axpact  by 
iba  lavi  of  Eoglaud,  and  what,  by  the 
lawa  of  God,  tbaj  bad  a  rigbl  to  demand, 
in  a  land  profeaiing  to  be  Cbrktiani,  and 
to  be  influeaced  by  the  precept*  of  the 
Bible.  He  wifbed  to  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  House  tfas  dreadful  itato  of 
the  north  of  England  in  aonaMuenca  of 
the  opentioa  of  tha  New  Poor-law ;  and 
when  he  read  a  description  of  the  condi- 
tion of  Huddenfield,  be  Ihoagfat  tb&t  bon. 
Members  connected  with  the  agricultural 
iniereit  wooU  say  to  themaelvea,  "  It  h 
high  time  for  us  to  pUee  our  bonsM  in 
order,  for  the  New  Poor-law  will  secu 
openia  in  the  same  manner  npon  nB."-~ 
"  At  tbe  Guildhill,  Huddertfield,  on  Tnt?- 


{FU.SS} 

when  Ififl  ii 


tban  Dine  townships  tint  wera  ia  arrears  with 
(he  payment  of  tlta  salis  of  tlie  board  of  guar- 
dian* appeared  lo  answer  to  summoiiies  wliidi 
bad  been  issued  against  them  by  ordci  <i(  tbc 
board  ol  gyardians.  Ilie  fuUowing  is  the  list 
of  the  differences.  Golcar,  34l.  Ss.,  old  ar- 
tean,  beside*  the  last  csll  of  WOl.  ;  Cumber- 
worth  aTrears,  JOT.— osil  eo/.;  Cumberworth 
balf-BrreMs,  KJ^-eslI  70L  f  Ihalty  atraaM, 
SO/.— call,  eof. ,-  Thnnlonlaad  airasrs,  Mj~ 
call.  Ml.;  Lind)waite*itaani,Mi<— eaU  taot. ; 
WhitUy  (UpperJ  anaars,  SH.  10*.  Bit^^nU, 
701.;  ScammodcD  ureara,  27i.— call,  IDOJ.; 
Kiriihaaton  arrears,  5Sl.  — call,  SOOf.  th« 
fint  four  of  diese  cases  were  arranged  with 
Mr.  Floyd,  the  derk  of  the  board;  intheothet 
five  cases  tbe  OTerseeri  ware  convicted  in 
penalties  for  the  neglect.  Mr.  Ueaton,  die 
overseer  of  the  UsI-iiamed  Imraslvpi  told  the 
magistrates  that  it  was  abiolntMy  UBMSRhle 
to  gat  the  rales  collected,  a*  tha  jMopt*  iv«e 
so  very,  very  poor ;  and  that  WitUn  the  Itst 
fortnight  he  had  taken  ont  so  leM  ttaa  Ifo 
■■nnoBses,  and  that  last  weak  he  was  eon- 
palled  to  lake  o»t  16  winaou  of  dtstraas  fcr 
tbe  laie,  whii^  they  were  lamUm  m  pq ■' 

He  woald  ask,  then,  wai  not  tba  Hod- 
datifidd  Union  in  «  aUto  ai 


mi^ 


poor  peraona  who  bad  oot  tha  oHaaa  of 
earning  their  daiW  brand,  wbioh  tb^ 
would  if  they  ooohf,  and  riztaeo  distipa 
warraata  worn  aarvod  upon  bmb  wbv  had 
committed  no  oSinice,  who  bad  not  o«o 
faalfpenny  to  help  tbaiualfta  with,  whoie 
fumiinre  was  gtne,  wboao  bonaea  m#B 
slrippad,  vho  war*  iold  «p^  wbo  bad  bi- 


dueed  toaataUttfmiatfyqBallfytnf  th«n 
to  ba  admiUod  aa  mauM  of  tbo  «ari^ 
Coaraiiaioa- 


Bat  the  PDor*law  ( 

era  bad  lately  dliooeaMd  a  now  %ht,  la 
tha  p  "     ~  ■      ■■ 


Btely  dl 

u  of  a  li 

had  Mot  down  in  tba  plaea  of  Mr.  Hoilt ; 
and  tha  tDanuer  in  which  he  had  treatad 
tba  gnardiaDa  wai  audi  aa  to  tilaa  tha 
btoocTof  any  man  of  boBonrabla  and  right 
(Mingt.  Tbe  inaolaDt  ud  ofmhania§ 
mannar  is  which  that  penoa  tiauad  ihoM 
wbo  had  pown  gray  fn  the  aervlee  af  the 
poor— mpeodMeiMo,  maotbwaofboaidi 
ofgtiardiaiia  for  yoarn— talUaf  Umb  Ihic 
tbay  were  igaorant  of  tbair  dv^,  and  Ibat 
tbrongh  them  tbc  country  waa  baiM  aalab 
up  by  tbd  poor,  wu  almoat  nnenappU** 
Tim  Mr,  ClaaaaaU  bad  t«14  tlwat*  ^t  ha 
want  down  to  aet  than  la  righta.  Aid 
howdidbapfopooatodothatt  Byaattiif 
throngfa  a  bill.  Ha  bad  gona  to  Biad- 
ford  and  Halifax,  and  ti^  tbe  (onrdiani* 
that  tbev  must  compel  tha  wotUqil 
classes,  woo  had  not  the  maaoa  ofoarDiBg 
tbair  daily  brand  la  their  ova  faoaoM  aaa- 
Bor,  tocntdowaahiH,aiid  Iftt  votabM 
or  Sea  a^oa  away  ftaai  tbair  baoMi^  m 
m(ieb  the  botlar— it  woald  gfre  Ibaai  MMia 
WM  tba  bahaaioar  af  that 


Tbatw 

—what  ihculd  ba  oaM  hiw  I— that  Ami» 
ant  Poor-law  Coiamiwkiaar— ha  cnM 
fl^biB  Batbiag  «ant>  Tba  laanUaaa 
iaaairod  what  waa  ta  Iw  doaa  t9m  iha 
teak  waa  aowMHahod  t  Haat  they  Bad 
aaotberUat  ^ Oh,  ao^  Mid  ha^  » l« 
then  pot  |ha  aaifk  tack  agata.*  0a|h 
were  wBH  of  tt»  fOwii  of  iha  mw  h«; 
bnt  not  dU  Parisboi  wars  nMif  ^ 
coming  inaolvent ;  tba  laad  «u  wnd* 
oataa  9p  by  tba  poor>iaiM.  In  bi«  panh 
(W  had  ■«»  thaa  deabM* « iwnaiwd 
(a  tha  ostMi  of  aoOL  afor  that*  WM  iht 
yettlMdi  aad  b  twrfea  aoattaaMiib 
tha  natal  ef  tb*  Maal  toMff  k  Iha 
patid)  woaU  ba  vboOy  mimmti.  |la 
wsoM  uk  tb*  right  Bob.  'Hv'^jm 
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the  people  had  manofactures  to  enable 
them  in  any  measure  to  bear  up  under  the 
new  law,  what  would  be  the  result  in  the 
agricultural  districts,  where  the  profits  on 
the  growth  of  corn  were  reduced,  and  the 
wages  of  the  agpricultural  labourers  dimi- 
nished in  proportion  ?  Thanking  the 
House  for  the  indulgence  he  had  received, 
he  would  now  conclude  by  declaring  his 
intention  to  support  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  S.  Crawford  said,  he  rose  to  give  his 
cordial  support  to  the  resolutions  proposed 
by  the  hon  Member  for  Nottingham.  He 
did  not  desire  to  shelter  himself  under  any 
particular  mode  in  which  the  question 
might  be  put ;  he  was  prepared  to  support 
the  whole  of  the  resolutions  of  the  hon. 
Member,  and  to  sustain  the  allegations 
contained  in  them.  The  first  resolution 
contained  a  statement  that  a  certain  docu- 
ment was  in  existence,  which  was  not 
denied  by  her  Majesty*s  Government ; 
neither  was  it  denied  that  the  docu- 
ment contained  certain  matters  set  forth 
in  the  resolution.  The  second  resolution 
stated, 

''That  these  recommendatioDs,  applicable 
alike  to  every  class  of  the  poor,  and  eDJoiniDg 
an  indiscriminate  reduction  of  their  physical 
comforts  to  the  lowest  endurable  point,  are 
shown,  by  the  subsequent  orders  and  practice 
of  the  Poor-law  Commissioners,  to  form  the 
real  though  unavowed  basis  of  the  present 
system  of  Poor-law  relief." 

The  assertions  of  that  resolution  could, 
he  thought,  be  likewise  sustained  in  every 
point ;  to  prove  it,  he  would  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  a  speech  made  by  a 
leading  Member  of  the  Administration  of 
that  day,  when  introducing  the  New  Poor- 
law  Bill  into  the  House  of  Lords — he 
meant  Lord  Brougham,  who  made  use  of 
language  fully  corroborative  of  the  senti- 
ments expressed  in  the  resolution,  showing 
clearly  that  one  great  prospective  object 
in  view  (the  point  to  be  attained  one  and 
the  same  for  all)  was  the  total  extinction 
of  all  legal  provision  for  the  \tQox,  The 
noble  Lord  said : 

^  For  most  certainly  it  is,  that  anything 
more  mischievous,  anything  more  fatal  to  the 
country,  anything  more  calculated  to  multiply 
indefinitely  the  number  uf  the  poor,  cannot  be 
conceived  than  the  application  to  them  of  any 
regular  fixed  provision,  be  it  titho,  be  it  t;ix, 
which  they  can  claim  at  the  hands  of  the  rich, 
except  by  the  force  of  tliat  duty  of  imperfect 
obligation,  private  charity,  which  is  imposed 
upon  all  men  ;  every  permanent  fund  set  apart 
for  their  support^  from  whomsoever  proceed* 


ing,  and  by  whomsoever 

needs  multiply  the  evils  it   is 

remedy." 

In  another  part  be  said, 

"  That  at  the  present  he  wcndd  wn  m 
about  repealing  the  Poor-law  itself;  nt 
time  shall  have  been  allowed  Ibr  t 
consideration,  and  when  this 
have  paved  the  way  for  the  reception  of 
projects,  they  will,  should  ezpericn 
their  adoption,  receive  my  assent*** 

What  were  the  ulterior  prujetali 
that  of  doing  away  with  all  --  -  — 
by  taxation  to  the  poor  of  Enghud 
very  speech  of  the  nohle  Lord  jwofi  il; 
and  confirmed  the  sentiiiienta  u  the  it* 
solutions.  But,  moreorer,  the 
sioners  themselves  id  their  own 
confirmed  them.  Id  their  seventh 
report,  page  42,  they  state, 

*'  That  all  their  proceedings  had 
rected  to  a  faithful  execution  of  thai 
the  Legislature.    In  particular,  the  iai 
gradually  withholding  outdoor  teliaf 
able-bodied  is  declared  in  so  explieit 
biguous  a  manner,  as  left  the 
no  choice  as  to  the  coune  which 
pursue." 

In  conformity  with  the  iatentaoa  af  tk 
Legislature,  as  they  said,  they  isnad  iht 
prohibitory  order  which  appears  in  tUr 
regulations  and  reports.  Id  the  wanb  d 
the  resolution,  their  acts  bad  fully  CHrisI 
out  their  intentions.  Id  some  nnioni  Ike 
diet  of  the  poor  was  so  much  reduced, 
the  people  died  in  coDsequence.  In 
particular  union  to  which  he  had 
upon  a  former  occasion,  many 
consequence  of  the  sniall  quantity 
mischievous  uuality  of  the  dieC^ 
afilicted  with  diarrhflea,  and  other  da 
which  in  numerous  cases  terminated  _ 
death.  Such  were  the  effects  of  da  Nav 
Poor-law  regulations  and  well  vaa  il 
stated  in  the  third  resolution,  that 


''The  suffering    already  caused    by 

partial  enforcement,  and  the  amount  of 

door  relief  in  spite  of  them  still  administefalto 
show  their  provisions  to  have  been  ai  oaei 
cruel  and  impracticable.** 

It  had  indeed  been  acknowledged  by  a 
Minister  of  her  Majesty's  GovemaMat, 
that  in  spite  of  the  disposition  to  limit 
relief  to  the  house  it  was  found  is 
to  do  so,  for,  on  a  comparison,  a  reiy 
portion  4)f  the  poor  were  reoeiring  ui* 
relief.  The  third  and  fourth  reaolal 
declared  truly,^- 

'*  That  the  attempted  substitatioa  of 
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roenl  for  tagal  relief  has  more  and  mon  tended 
to  irrilale  and  diihearten  the  poor,  to  dieck 
induslry,  to  increase  ciime,  and  to  encour^te 
Tarious  kinds  of  tyranny  without  eren  the  pro- 
posed compensation  oi  redueiag  ibe  expentei 
of  the  rale-payera;"  and  — 

"  That  ihii  House  think  it,  therefore,  upe- 
dient  to  demand  such  a  reconitiuction  of  tho 
existing  lyilem  as  shall  make  it  conformable 
to  Chrislianity,  sound  policy,  and  the  ancient 
conitilutioD  of  this  realm." 

He  maintained  that  it  vas  not  coo- 
BJgteot  with  either  ChnBtianit^  or  bii- 
maoity,  nor  was  it  coaustent  with  sound 
policy,  that  in  these  times  the  poor  shoold 
receirc  any  harsh  tre&lment,  and  be  de- 
prived of  the  rights  which  the  aadent 
constitution  of  the  realm  intended  they 
should  possess,  particularly  those  cooveved 
under  the  43rd  of  Elizabeth.  Ha  had 
heard  the  able  and  ingenious  argument 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Home  Secre- 
tary, ufi«d  by  him  in  a  run  attempt  to 
prove  that  the  present  Poor-law  waa  more 
htimane  than  that  of  Elisabeth.  Let  any 
indifferent  person  read  the  two  acts,  and 
say  urhich  was  the  more  consistent  with 
kindness  and  humanity.  The  act  of 
Elizabeth  provided  that  convenient  ha- 
bitations should  be  found  for  tba  poor; 
the  new  taw  confined  them  in  house* 
which  were  not  to  resemble  alms-honses, 
but  to  a  certain  degree  were  to  beprisoiu 
or  places  of  punishment  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  attempted  to  show  that  the  pro* 
visions  for  the  poor  under  the  new  law 
were  more  certain  than  under  the  act  of 
Elizabeth,  which  he  quoted  in  order  to 
show  that  cottages  for  the  poor  could  not 
be  built  except  under  certain  cmditiono. 
Those  very  provisions  were  intended  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor.  In  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  7th  a  general  dispoaitioa  aeiaed 
the  landed  propnetaiy  of  the  country  to 
reject  the  poor  from  the  land.  In  various 
historical  authorities  it  was  stated  that  at 
the  time  the  woollen  manufiictine  com- 
menced it  was  desirable  to  appropriate  the 
lands  for  sbeepcotes,  and  thereferethe  poor 
must  be  expelled  from  them.  By  the  act 
of  Elizabetn  it  was  intended  to  retain  the 
land  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor ;  and  it 
was  the  expulsion  of  the  poor  from  the 
land  which  caused  the  necessity  for  the 
Poor-laws.  !t  was  that  exptdiion,  whidi 
had  been  continued  and  aggravated,  and 
was  now  going  on  in  an  aggnvated  Baannar, 
that  led  to  the  oppression  of  the  poor  and 
of  the  rate-payers )  became  if  the  poor^ad 
been  allowed  certain  pwtions  of  lands  to 
live  and  labour  upon,  there  ifoold  have 


been  a  amaller  nnmerical  amoaBt  of  an* 
hired  labourers,  and  coDseqoenihr  a  noch 
ama]}er  amonnt  of  potff-ratos.  Until  the 
landlin^  of  this  country  saw  that  it  waa 
their  interest  to  let  the  woHting  cIimm 
live  on  their  landa,  and  to  have  a  pntfan 
of  those  lands  to  support  themselvea,  tlie 
pressure  of  the  rates  would  not  only  con. 
tinue,  but  most  increase.  Hat  was  so 
theoryofhia;  the  Poor-law  Com  DiasioDeTB 
had  quoted  the  pariah  of  Dewsbnry,  aa 
giving  a  dreadful  eibibition  of  the  pres- 
sure (K  poor-ratM,  which  had  reached  the 
enormouabdghtof  S4t:.intheponBd  ;aad 
it  became  neoeaaary  to  call  upon  two  other 
parities  to  pay  rates  for  the  anpurt  of  the 
poor  of  that  parish.  After  tne  paridk 
came  into  that  condition,  the  hnda  wen 
let  in  amall  portions  to  tfie  panperai  wid 
the  consequence  waa,  that  the  ooo^lioii  of 
the  poor  very  quit^y  improved.  But 
he  did  not  alone  rely  upon  bii  own  infor- 
mation wiib  reference  to  these  pohita.  la 
consequence  of  the  itatements  made  In  the 
Ruort  of  the  Poor-law  CommMumera,  in 
which  the  extraordinary  condition  ^  dM 


wish  of  Cbteleabury  was  stated,  be  (Hr. 
Crawford)  having  nnderttood    that     * 
hnda  had  lioce  bean  let  on  the  amall  i 


ment  ^aten,  made  inquiry  aa  to  ita  bcb- 
aent  aute,  and  received  •taiementa  noaa 
the  detgymaa  of  tlie  parish,  Hr.  JeatM. 
That  ■sntlanHut  atated,  that  in  the  jmt 
leU  the  foofntm  exoaaded  3Si;  la  tba 
pound,  that  the  land  waa  wholly  umecu* 
ined,  the  poor  aupportad  hf  ntea  on  oAac 
pariihea.  In  oaaeqaenea  of  Ihb  atitn  «f 
tfaiuga,  an  amngMBant  mw  aHla  to  Itt 
the  la&d  to  tfw  wnMag  peenin  at  Ant 
tiase  panpers.  It  waa  allotted  in  portieM 
varying  mm  one  to  bur  am.    Mr.  Jak 


-  That  from  that  p«iod  np  to  tba  piafnt 


iMu  uiDiBeD)^  HM  lo  mBmiBNi  Hisiiiasiiw 
and  tbair  foniUes  tj  theiT  own  aiaitlcn^  «l4t 
iacrMsinK  eaeafiuts  over  siDaa.  Th^  pa*  a 
Mr  rent  fiir  their  lead,  and  pqr  it  panaiaanyi 
they  idso  bear  thair  MX  quota  or  panml 
uutioD,  so  that  these  veiy  msw  wto  wUM 
dapeodeni 


oqsly  distrsssad  state,  end  proved  suek  a 
banhen  to  the  eoMmaiuQr  as  to  raadai  ail  ^pd 
in  the  parUi  worse  than  vihisless,  have  now 
for  oaanv  nine  jaa»  snppottad  ihwisdf 
and  fominsB  withoat  air  paroAU  aariMnM^ 
and  are  at  the  piasaat  tme  in  dn  aatarwnt 
of  hx  maler  eoofoits  than  it  may  be  saMjr 
assartadaM  the  poor  oranyalberpanA  in  Aa 


I  poor  or  any  alber  pariA  ii 
Ae  prafMrty  in  y*  parish  tM 
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recovered  iU  value,  and  finds  a  ready  pur-  coorse  of  which  he  (Sir.  R.  Fed) 

chaser  when  offered  for  sale."  dressed  the  Houw,  and  the  bo*. 

Mr.  Jeston  then  described  the  excellent  had  stated  that,  io  allading  to  tilt 

effects  as  to  moral  improvement^  the  good  of  the  Committee  of  that  Hoote  IM| 

conduct  of  the  people^  their  attendance  at  the  reports  of  Sir  John  WwUbmm  mat  ]£ 

public  worship,  the  attendance  of  children  Mott,  he  had  misconttruecl  the^ 

at  Sunday-schools,  and  the  remarkable  fact  contained  Id  the  reports.  TIm 

that  not  a  single  correction  before  a  magis-  ber  further  quoted  thai  report,  oad 

trate  of  any  of  the  tenants  had  occurred  adduced  certain  pauaget   in   it  ImmI  t»^ 

since  the  commencement  of  the  allotment  pressed  a  hope  that  be  (Sir  R.  PM)vori[ 

system.    He  alluded    to  the  objections,  now  alter  his  opinion,  and,  beJDreosviMil 

First  he  observed,  that  it  was  said  the  that   the  construction  he  had  pal  oo  Ai 

system  would  increase  the  population  of  expression  was  erroneoas,  woald  ospU 

the  parish ;   the  reverse  of  this  was  the  his  error  to  the  House.     Now  if  hi 

case,  for  the  population  were  on  the  de-  misconstrued  any  expreaaiont,  ho 

crease.    With  respect  to  a  second  objec-  be  quite  ready  he  was  sore   to 

taon,  that  the  men  would  not  care  to  work  away  his  error,  but  since  the  boa. 

for  the  farmer,  the  reverse  of  this  was  also  man  had  spoken  he  had  refermf  to  the  i*. 

the  case.    When  they  could  obtain  work  port,  and  he  did  not  find  that  soch 

they  were  most  anxious  to  have  it ;—  of  construction  existed.    The  boo. 

«  But  this  winter,"  (he  says)  «  ihey  have  ^\«™*°  »»'^    **^*^  **^«  ^l»rt  gave  a 

hardly  had  a  day's  work,  and  had  it  not  been  P'ete  contradiction  to  what  he  bad  at 

for  the  produce  of  their  allotments  they  would  Now,  having  referred  to  the  lopofft,  ht 

have  been  on  the  parish."  found  that  Dr.  Nicholl  wis  iq  toeehaa; 

Such  was  the  statement  given  of  the  .^".^  '^*^^"  thequestion  being  pat,  ••ihjl 

present  condition  of  the  parish  by  its  be-  ^^'^  '^P^.^^'  !J*  «5«^  >  P'f^^W'  H 

nevolent  and  respectable  clergyman,  and  l??"?,"^*''.^'   '^P^^  ^,  ^  «** 

after  hearing  it  ^  did  hope  the  House  Mr.  Gnmsditch  moved  a  lour  scnaa  rf 

would  not  think  that  he  had  troubled  them  f^Iut'^ns  of  a  teoor  opposed  Io  thtt  rf 


with  it  unnecessarily.    He  wished  to  show  ^^^  '^^P®"-  *"^  ^^  »  dif  uion  tk 

what  was  the  effect  of  allowing  the  poor  to  f **"®  ^^  ^*?®  amendment  sod  eight 

work  on  their  own  lands.     It  appeared  to  'i;.    J;  *^®  ^^\  Member  for   Mai 

him  that  the  source  of  all  the  distress  com.  (f»r  C.  Napier)  voted  with  the  i 

plained  of  was,  that  the  poor  were  driven    ^o  much,  then,  for  the  geoeral  vii     

off  their  lands,  and  in  his  opinion  if  they  ^i^^^  ^J  ^*>«  »»on.  Member.     Nov,  vhsl 

had  been  allowed  to  romain,  the  state  of  «•  ^^  lU  particular  refereocts?     Wjihs^ 

affairs  would  have  been  widely  different.  "P^^  ^  ^ir  John  Walshan'a  lepast,  k 

With  respect  to  the  animus  with  which  the  wid,— 

English   Poor-law   was  framed — a  point  "  No  attempt  has  been  made  to  n 

that  had  been  considerably  discussed  that  general  accuracy,  nor,  with  ootor 


night— he    thought    it    was    sufficiently  and  immaterial  excepUons,  any  of  iha 

proved  by  the  framing  of  the  Irish  Poor.  °^^*''  •^*'*^"  WaUham's  report.^ 

taw.    That  law  carried  out  all  the  enor-  With  respect  to  the  dead  body  tfory.it 

mities  of  the  English  law  to  the  fullest  said, 

extent.     It  was  this  circumstance  which  «  At  Reighley  frequently,  at  Binalcy  oiif 

was  producing  all  the  excitement  now  pre-  once,  and  then  with  the  nill  eoaseal  of  iS 

vailing  in  Ireland,  and  he  did  hope  that  other  occupants  of  the  loom^  dead  bedias  af 

the  (iovernment  would  provide  a  remedy  paupers  have  been  left  till  burial  in  iha  bais 

in  time.     Under  all  the  facU  of  the  case,  "^^^^^^  ^^^y  occupied  wbiUi  living,  aad  ia  ihs 

beiug  convinced   that  the  object  of  the  ^?°™  ^^^'«  ^*'«  ^)^V  P*VP«».  "be  bad  base 

English  law  was  to  restrain  relief  rather  ^heircompunions  dunng  hfe,sUII  cooiiauad  la 

tli  to  afford  it,  he  shouhl  give  his  vote  £«! '  Sc'r  co7p7e  1^^^^^^ 

for  the  resolutions  of  the  hon.  Member  for  jion,  that  the  •  corpse  compamoned  tbt 

Nottingham,  was  not  intended  to  convey  that  the 

Sir  Robert  Peel  wished  very  briefly  to  was  at  the  same  time  occupied  b^  iba 

advert  to  a  statement  which  had    fallen  the  livinj;.'* 

from  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Then  with  respect  to  Mr.  Molfa 

Knaresborough.     That  hon.  Gentleman  what  was  the  evidence  of  (he  eeoii 

had  referred  to  a  former  debatCi  in  the  They  said,-— 


1245 


Thetfew 


{Fib.  S3} 


Pocn^Law. 


VM 


"  Your  committee  is  of  opinion,  that  hit 
report  is  borne  out  in  all  its  moat  important 
allegations,  by  the  evidence  of  the  witoestti 
who  came  forward  to  impugn  it;  though  nn* 
doubtedly  it  contains  some  expressions  wbidi 
are  too  general  and  unqualiBea.** 

In  what  respect,  then,  he  asked,  had  he 
(Sir  R.  Peel)  misconstrued  the  expres- 
sions in  the  report?  He  did  not  really 
understand  what  was  the  point  of  the  hen. 
Member's  charge. 

Mr.  Ferrand  explained  that  what  he 
had  asserted  was,  that  the  report  was  in 
opposition  to  the  evidence  taken  before 
the  committee;  and  he  would  refer  to 
that  evidence,  as  published ,  to  show  whe- 
ther his  statement  was  true  or  not.  With 
regard  to  the  Keighley  Union,  he  had  not 
denied  all  the  statements  of  Sir  John  Wal- 
sham,  but  what  he  had  particularly  dwelt 
on  was,  that  in  the  Keighly  workhoiiae, 
under  the  old  law,  there  were  only  twelve 
inmates,  whilst  under  the  new  law  the 
poor  of  two  townships  went  into  it,  and 
the  number  was  consequently  raised  to 
fifty-five. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said  the  question  was 
whether  Sir  John  Walsham's  report  was 
or  was  not  generally  correct.  That  was 
the  question.  He  found  that  the  com* 
mittee  affirmed  that  report,  and  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  it  was  substantially 
correct. 

Mr.  Ferrand  remarked  that  Sir  John 
Walsham  made  it  appear  that  the  ioha* 
bitants  of  Keighley  were  to  blame  for  the 
state  of  their  poorhouse,  and  he  perfectly 
remembered  that  the  boo.  Member  for 
Halifax  had  joined  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
in  blaming  them,  speaking,  of  oonrse  opOQ 
the  allegations  of  that  report. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  said,  he  perfectly  remem- 
bered stating  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Knaresborough,  was  chairman 
of  the  Keighley  board  of  guardians,  and 
had  been  from  the  formation  of  the  Qnkm 
an  ^  officio  guardian  in  consequence  of 
his  being  a  justice  of  the  peace;  and  he 
also  remembered  remarking  on  the  singu- 
lar fact  that  the  abuses  stated  by  Sir  J. 
Walsham  occurred  within,  he  believed,  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  hon.  Member's 
own  door,  he  being  either  chairman  of  the 
union,  or  ex  officio  guardian  as  beftwa 
stated.  He  had  certainly  before  ftated 
these  facts,  and  he  again  repeated  them. 

Mr.  Ferrand  again  explainea.  AUhoueh 
he  was  certainly  an  ex  officio  gaardian,  be 
had  refused  to  be  a  party  to  ettibieiiig  a 


law  of  which  be  ao  highly  diiappiofedf 
and  it  was  without  his  consent  or  know- 
ledge  that  the  abuses  complained  of  oo- 
earred. 

Mr.  Miki  addressed  the  Hoase  ralact- 
andy,  and  he  wookl  say,  atthe  beginniag , 
that  it  was  his  cooTiction  the  lesolutioos 
BBOved  by  the  hon.  Member  should  receive 
the  assent  of  the  House,  if  it  could  be  ere* 
dited  that  the  words  he  had  quoted  were 
the  basts  on  which  the  New  Poor-law  was 
founded.  But,  after  the  statement  of  his 
right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  James  Graha»), 
who  was  one  of  the  persons  who  framed 
the  law,  he  must  say,  that  it  was  not  true, 
that  those  propositions  fomed  the  basis  of 
the  New  Poor-law.  When  tha  Hoase  ne- 
membered  what  was  the  state  of  the  ooan- 
try  before  the  New  Poor-law  was  passed> 
he  believed  they  would  agrea  with  hnn, 
that  the  new  law  had  saval  the  eoantry 
from  destruction,  and  particularly  the 
agricultural  districts.  When  these  were 
his  opinions,  and  he  iras  tbos  placed  io 
the  same  sitoatkm  as  his  right  hon.  Friend* 
he  shooM  be  ashamed  of  himself  if  ha 
were  to  shrink  firom  stating  bis  opinion  of 
the  new  law,  which,  as  a  guardian,  he  had 
helped  to  carry  into  exacutbn.  His  right 
hon.  Friend  bsfiog  denied  that  the  pio- 

Cttions  were  the  basis  ^of  the  present 
,  be  miist  agree  with  hioi  that  tlM  re«^ 
solutions  of  the  hon*  Meaaber  were  m* 
tremely  fallaoioQs.  They  woald  In  eo  if 
the  aOegatkNis  were  taie»  bat  b^ing  fUse^ 
the  course  the  hon.  Menber  had  adopledt 
was  the  most  estrnofdnaij  that  he  ha4[ 
ever  known  adopted  in  that  House*  Iln 
could  denv  idl  the  ellegatiene  ennteinea 
in  the  rasolntione  ftom  Ub  ova  eaperienne 
as  a  guardian.  He  should  beUeee,  widi 
the  hon.  Member  for  Rodidale^  that  die 
Corn  and  PoorJaws  were  npet  dtslMtrone 
to  die  poor,  if  the  aUegatkms  made  were 
true.  But  tiMy  were  untrue.  He  ndmll* 
ted,  that  lie  was  using  strong  laognagsb 
but  what  was  said  there  went  abroaa,  and 
unless  it  was  oontradfeted,  wee  eifculatcd 
in  the  country  as  true.  He  would  talte  it 
on  himself,  therefore,  to  assert^  as  a  Poor- 
law  goanfian,  that  not  one  of  the  ellegn* 
tkms  brought  before  them  was  true,  ne 
boo.  Member  (Mr.  Ferrand)  had  oom» 
plained,  that  the  poorer  dassee  were  ear* 
ried  off  firom  the  agileulturai  distrieis,  and 
made  alafes  of  in  the  mMuheturhg  din* 
tricts.  When  he  reeoHaetedi  wimt  vm 
sute  of  the  country  was  in  t8M,  before 
tne  new  inw  wee  pumefl^  UfMm  tte  f^Mp 
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were  bound  to  their  parishes,  aod  bound 
to  their  counties,  when  they  were  starved 
in  thirties  or  forties,  while  working  in 
gravel  pits ;  when  he  remembered  how 
heavy  was  the  poor-rate,  and  that  riots 
were  frequent,  he  must  state  there  was 
much  misery  under  the  old  law.  That 
part  of  the  new  law  which  went  to  distri- 
bute labourers  more  equally  through  the 
country  was,  he  thought,  extremely  bene- 
ficial. They  were  transmitted  from  places 
where  their  labour  was  not  wanted,  to 
places  where  their  labour  was  in  request. 
He  would  read  some  statements  of  the 
condition  of  such  labourers  which  he 
found  in  the  second  report  of  the  Poor- 
law  Commissioners.  The  first  was  con- 
tained in  the  extracts  from  a  letter  of  the 
Rev.  W.  Metcalfe,  published  originally  in 
the  Cambridge  Chronicle,  in  Dec.  1835, 
and  was  as  follows : — 

"  At  the  present  moment  the  neghbourhood 
of  Manchester  alone  offers  full  employment 
for  an  additional  20,000  families,  at  great 
wages.  The  following  cases  of  persons  re- 
cently removed  from  Buckinghamshire  and 
Bedfordshire  will  illustrate  the  subject.  Wil- 
liam  Wootton,  a  shepherd,  at  Risboroagh, 
Bucks,  was  there  receiving  lOs.  a«week;  he 
removed  with  his  wife  and  five  children  to  the 
cotton  mills  of  Messrs  Bayley,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Manchester,  and  was  instantly  employed  ; 
himself  at  14t.  per  week  ;  his  daughter  Eliza, 
aged  sixteen,  at  7f .  6d, ;  John  at  7i. ;  and 
Sarah  at  3t.  6(1;  making  a  total  of  32<.  per  week, 
instead  of  lOf.  James  Hickman  removed  his 
family  (with  Wootton)  from  Risborough,  where 
they  were  only  earning  8f.  weekly ;  he  now 
eanis,  himself  14s.,  and  his  two  sons,  James 
and  Richard,  3i.  6d,  each ;  making  21s. 
weekly.  William  Bailey,  from  Risborough, 
there  earned  7t.,  and  his  family,  consisting  of 
eight  children,  9t.,  in  all,  iCs.  weekly;  they 
are  now  in  a  cotton  mill  at  Staley-bridge, 
earning  42t.  per  week.  Bailey  received  those 
earnings  the  moment  he  entered  into  Mr. 
Harrison's  employment.  Rent  and  firing  cost 
him  in  Risborough  3s.  6d,  weekly,  he  now 
pays  3s.  SdJ* 

The  situation  of  such  a  person  was  at 
that  time  considerably  improved  by  going 
into  the  manufacturing  districts,  though, 
he  admitted  that  at  present  in  those  dis- 
tricts there  was  considerable  distress.  The 
people  there  were  in  a  most  pitiable  con- 
dition, but  they  were  not  better  off  in  the 
agricultural  districts.  In  that  district 
which  he  represented,  at  least  in  the  west- 
ern division  of  it,  wages  were  not,  at  pre- 
sent, even  where  the  men  could  get  work, 
which  was  not  always  the  case,  6s.  a-week. 


An  hon.  Friend  of  bit,  who  hml 
sented  Lincolnshire,  where  the 
the  people  had  been  ]d#.  6tL  per 
last  year,  had  told  him  that  efi 
now  fallen  to  lOi.  e-week,  thoogh 
colnshire  was  always  e  dear  coiuitj. 
hon.  Friend  had  also  told  hiniy  thai 
village  between  Seaford  and 
there   were^  thirty-six    able-bodied   i 
out  of  employment.      Would   it  aot 
better  if  those  persons  by  no 
an  agricultural  district  to  a 
district,  could  find  profitable 
He  would  quote  a  letter  fronTthe 
report  he  had  already  quoted,  to 
how  much  the  condition  of  each 
had  been  improved.    The  hon.  ] 
read  the  following  letter  :  — 

'' Xeedli,  JUy  S4,  183S. 

**  I  and  my  family  return  yon  oor  met 
thanks  for  providing  ne  and  my  fknilj  «i 
work  when  we  came  ia  a  state  of  deMiMtin: 
so  by  your  kindness  we  can  now  live  vbr 
comfortable.  Before  I  came  down  fiMi  Si^ 
folk,  I  had  been  out  of  employment  far  ese 
year,  and  had  nothing  to  live  upon  w 
3i.  a -week,  and  two  stone  of  flour,  lor 
wife,  and  five  children.    I  receive  ISt. 

ray  eldest  daughter  fit.  fii.,  who  nevei 

more  than  6d.  or  8</.  a-day,  and  that  wmj  mL 
dom  ;  and  Ann,  the  next  in  age,  3fc,  Mii  ne 
all  expect  our  wages  to  be  risen  shortly.  W§ 
the  wages  we  receive  now,  you  will  aae  Ital 
our  situation  is  very  different  to  what  it  wm 
before.  Tlie  parish  I  came  from  received  wf 
pension  of  3f.  6d.  a-week ;  thiqr  gave  me  l^ 
and  left  the  6d,  for  me  to  receive  when  de 
pension  was  due.  I  have  mv  penaon  een 
besides  the  wages.  I  have  told  yon  thit  le  ta 
you  know  how'  we  were,  and  how  we  aie  |  ■ 
long  as  I  live,  and  can  get  a  bit  of  bseai,  I 
will  never  go  back  again.  The  people  of 
Leeds  behave  well  to  us,  and  our  ncichbo 
looked  after  as,  as  if  we  belonged  Co  thirmJ 

He  must  say,  therefore,  that  the 

Members  who  passed  the  lawdeeervcd  the 
thanks  of  the  country,  and  thoee  thanke 
were  generally  given  them  ic  the 
tural  districts.  He  felt  it  his  duty, 
fore,  now  to  defend  them,  and  he 
not  stand  by  and  hear  them  viliSed 
what  he  considered  a  good  measure. 
conclusion,  the  hon.  Member  said, 
he  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member 
Rochdale  in  approving  of  the 
system,  which,  in  rural  districts,  he 
ceived,  was  well  adapted  to  the  poor. 

Mr.  Hardy  said,  that  it  was  nisi 
tion  to  vote  for  the  motion  which  the 
Member  for  Notti^' '  m)  sobssitted  Is 

the  House.     H«  qsad  the 
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law  Amendment  Bill  at  the  time  it  was 
first  introduced.  He  did  not  take  that 
course  with  any  view  of  obtaining  popula- 
rity, or  for  the  object  of  procuring  a  seat 
in  that  House.  He  was  in  Parliament  at 
that  time,  and  therefore  he  could  not  be 
accused  of  voting  against  the  Poor-law 
Bill  for  electioneering  purposes.  It  was 
his  intention  that  evening  to  adopt  the 
same  course  he  had  pursued  on  a  former 
occasion  when  this  measure  was  under 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  He  could 
not  at  least  be  justly  accused  of  seeking 
for  popularity  by  opposing  the  law  and 
voting  for  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Nottingham.  With  reference  to  the 
Poor-law  Bill,  he  must  observe,  that  it 
would  be  unjust  to  say,  that  it  had  not 
some  good  and  unobjectionable  provisions. 
If  this  had  not  been  the  case,  the  origin- 
ators of  the  measure  would  not  have  re- 
ceived the  support  of  many  hon.  Members 
who  had  a  seat  in  that  House^  and  who 
voted  for  many  parts  of  the  bill.  An  allu* 
sion  had  been  made  to  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington's watching  the  operation  of  the 
Poor-law  Bill  in  his  neighbourhood.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
felt  anxious  to  see  the  provisions  of  the 
Poor-law  Amendment  Act  carried  satis- 
factorily into  operation.  The  fact  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  considering  it  neces- 
sary to  watch  carefully  the  operation  of 
the  Poor-law  in  his  own  immediate 
neighbourhood  satisfactorily  established  to 
his  (Mr.  Hard/s)  mind,  that  the  noble 
Duke  thought  that  the  law  had  been  sub- 
ject to  much  abuse.  It  might  be  said  that 
the  new  law  had  given  satisfaction  in  cer- 
tain  portions  of  the  agricultural  districts, 
but  be  (Mr.  Hardy)  maintained,  that  in 
the  north  of  England  the  people  were  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  provisions  and 
operations  of  the  old  law.  It  was  carried 
into  effect  at  a  much  less  expense,  it  was 
more  simple  in  its  structure,  and  was  more 
easily  administered,  than  the  new  law.  If 
the  circumstances  of  the  poor  compelled 
them  to  apply  for  assistance,  it  could  with 
facility  be  obtained.  On  that  account  the 
old  law  was  more  calculated  to  give  satis* 
faction  than  the  one  which  had  been  sob* 
stituted  in  its  place.  Under  the  present 
law  the  poor  had  to  travel  miles  before 
they  could  procure  pecuniary  relief.  This 
had  given  rise  to  great  dissatisfoctioo,  and 
had  excited  a  strong  feeling  against  the 
law.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  bad  stated 
that  3,000,000Z.  had  been  expended  during 
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the  last  year  in  Poor-law  relief,  and  that 
upwards  of  1,000,000  persons  had  been 
relieved.  That  sum  gave  about  l|tf.  per 
head  per  day.  There  could  be  no  reason, 
he  thought,  to  say  that  such  an  expenditure 
was  a  great  sum  to  appropriate  to  the 
poor.  The  hon«  Member  who  had  just 
sat  down  told  the  House  that  the  labouring 
men  in  his  neighbourhood  were  not  able  to 
earn  more  than  S^cf.  a-day  for  each  mem- 
ber of  their  families.  As  to  the  resolutions 
before  the  House,  were  not  such  recom- 
mendations as  the  hon.  Member  for  Not- 
tingham had  quoted,  submitted  to  her  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers?  At  least  tbe  belief  that  a 
proposition  similar  in  effect  to  that  con- 
tained in  the  resolutions  which  had  been 
moved  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Nottingham, 
had  been  laid  before  the  Government  fi>r 
their  adoption  previous  to  the  introdnctioo 
x)f  the  Poor-law  Bill,  would  have  a  most  in- 
jurious influence  upon  the  country.  The 
impression  upon  the  public  asind  would 
be  that  her  Majesty's  Ministers  had 
not  only  received  these  suggestions,  but 
had  acted  upon  them.  Ho  was  (deased 
to  hear  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
head  of  the  Home  Department  say,  that 
although  a  document  like  that  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Nottingham  had  re- 
ferred to  was  submitted  to  Lord  Grey's 
Gofomment,  the  Poor-law  Bill  was  not 
founded  upon  it.  The  resolutions  of  t&e 
hon.  Member  for  Nottingham  did  not  go 
the  length  of  stating  that  the  Poor-law 
Bill  was  based  on  the  recommendations 
which  had  been  forwarded  to  the  Govern- 
ment; it  merely  affirmed  that  sodi  a  do- 
cument was  in  existenee.  The  first  leso- 
lution  was  to  the  following  effiM  :— 

^  1.  That  in  a  document  entitled  <Hea« 
sures  submitted  by  die  Poor-law  Commis- 
sioners to  his  Mijesty's  Ministers,  appear  the 
following  passages  :^- 

*<  *  That  at  any  dme  after  the  passing  of  diis 
act,  the  Board  of  Control  shall  mnre  power,  fay 
an  order,  with  such  exception  as  ^all  oe 
thoosht  necessary,  to  disaUow  the  oontinaanee 
of  rdief  to  the  inalgent,  the  aged,  and  th*  im- 
potent, in  any  other  mode  than  in  a  woifc* 
boose,  regulated  in  sudi  aumner  as  tiythe 
aforendd  Board  of  Control  shall  be  deteihi 
mined. 

**  *  The  power  of  the  comauasiooeis  weald 
be  to  reduce  aUowaaees,  hot  not  lo  eahAn 
them."" 

A  reference  had  been  asade  to  the  sya- 

tern  of  poor  relief  which  had  beea  adopted. 

He  pat  it  to  hoo.  Mesaben  who  lepra- 

eeotcd  Taiioiis  parts  of  the  eonotfy  wke* 
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ther,  when  the  Poor-law  bill  first  passed, 
the  workhouse  test  was  not  in  the  month  of 
everybody?  It  was  thought  important  that 
such  a  test  as  the  workhouse  test  should 
exist.  This  was  made  the  subject  of  con- 
tinued conversation  by  those  who  sup- 
ported the  measure.  If  those  who  applied 
for  relief  were  not  willing  to  go  into  the 
workhouse,  no  assistance  was  to  be  afforded 
them.  That  was  the  general  impression 
in  the  country.  If  this  test  were  not 
established  by  the  Government  and  those 
who  supported  the  measure,  he  would  ask 
whether  the  Poor-law  Commissioners  had 
not  acted  upon  that  test  ?  Had  they  not 
put  it  into  operation?  It  was  not  only  a 
well-established  fact,  that  the  poor  were 
highly  incensed  against  the  law,  but  it  was 
equally  certain  that  those  above  them  were 
also  greatly  dissatisfied  with  it.  There 
existed  a  strong  feeling  of  sympathy  be- 
tween the  class  to  which  he  had  alluded 
and  those  who  received  Poor-law  relief. 
In  the  north  of  England  nothing  could 
have  been  better  than  the  administration  of 
the  old  law.  Was  not  that  fact  convincingly 
established  by  the  large  number  of  per- 
sons who  petitioned  the  House  last  Ses- 
sion, praying  for  a  restoration  of  the  old 
Jaw?  He  should  like  to  see  a  law  pro- 
posed which  would  correct  the  evils  of^  the 
former  one.  The  great  complaint  urged 
against  the  present  law  was  this—  its  ad- 
ministration was  conducted  by  persons 
who  resided  hundreds  of  miles  from  those 
who  required  relief — its  operation  was 
directed  by  individuals  who  could  know 
little  or  nothing  of  the  condition  of  those 
who  needed  and  who  applied  for  Poor- 
law  relief.  The  Government  had  posi- 
tively disclaimed  the  imputation  that  the 
present  law  was  based  on  the  document 
to  which  the  resolution  had  a  reference ; 
but  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  the 
Poor-law  strongly  smacked  of  those  sug- 
gestions. The  hon.  Member  for  Notting- 
ham asked,  whether  the  law  was  or  was 
not  founded  on  those  resolutions  ?  The 
right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department,  met  the  resolutions  by 
moving  the  previous  question ;  but  the 
people  of  England  could  not  be  deceived 
by  the  adoption  of  such  a  course.  It 
would  bo  thought  that  the  Government 
would  neither  admit  that  such  a  document 
was  in  existence,  nor  could  it  denv  ttiat  the 
Poor-law  Tiill  was  based  upon  it.  Me  fell 
himself  bound  to  vott'  therefore  fur  ilie  reso- 
lution and  ag:ainst  the  previous  qiir*^!-'^- 


though  if  the  hon.  Member  fer  Nodiif- 
ham*3  motion  were  carried,  he  ahoold  htm 
some  objections  to  make  to  tbe  wofdtarrf 
the  resolutions.  A  spirit  of  dMilirfbBBaB 
was  spreading  far  and  wide  Ihioagh  At 
country  in  reference  to  the  Poar-hw,  lat* 
ticularly  in  the  northern  paita  of  Emm 
in  the  manufacturin|^  districtaj  and  H  vfs 
time  that  some  stepi  were  taken  iir  ili 
amelioration. 

Sir  C.  Napier :  I  am  extremelj 
that  I  did  not  happen  to  be  io  die  1 
when  the  hon.  Member  for 
adverted  to  my  conduct  in  refi 
the  appointment  of  the  comnnittM  on  the 
Keighiey  union.  I  hate  been  inferaai 
that  the  hon.  Member  aecoaed  aw  af 
flourishing  my  stick  oter  my  heed,  mi 
saying,  that  I  had  caught  him  hi  a  liap. 
Now,  Sir,  I  certainly  did  flonriah  my  alick 
over  my  head  for  the  porpeae  of  ca> 
couraging  the  Turks  to  do  their  dntf,  hai 
the  assertion  made  by  the  hon.  Member  is 
like  many  of  the  other  astertiona  wbiebk 
has  made  in  this  Hoaie,  and  which  k 
has  found  it  impossible  to  profe. 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  challenged 
Member  to  come  forward  and  move  Ifar  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  chama  h 
made  relative  to  the  Keighlej  Umo^  I 
saw  him  very  backward  in  aceepdaf  M^ 
and  I  got  up  and  propoaed  the  eomaSdtm 
myself.  It  was  as  fair  a  eommitlae  m 
ever  was  formed — it  was  compoaed 
Members  from  that  as  well  at  from  t 
of  the  House — of  Gentlemen  lUeadlv  la 
the  new  law  as  well  as  of  thoae  who  «am 
opposed  to  it,  and  the  hon.  Member  Ihv 
Knaresborough  got  the  fairest  hearing tbil 
a  man  could  get,  yet  he  couM  not  dl^ 
prove  a  word  of  the  reports  either  of  Hik 
Mott  or  Sir  John  Walshan.  AH  oae 
proved  to  he  perfectly  eorrcei.  [Ik 
Ferrand,  **  No,  no.**]  There  m%bt  ha 
some  exaggeration,  or  rather  neflect  ia 
that  of  Mr.  Mott  where  he  aaid 
such  was  the  case  without  his  having (_ 
into  it,  but,  on  the  whole,  eteryihing 
proved  to  be  correct.  The  hon. 
said  he  had  caueht  me  in  a  tmp. 
are  the  very  words  as  told  me  by  the 
Member  for  Manchester.  Bui  aofar 
his  catching  me  in  a  trap,  it 
that  was  cauchr,  for  every  one  of  hia  aa- 
^ertions  were  proved  to  be  ineorred ;  yai 
after  that  the  hon.  Member  haa  the  a^ 
surance  to  grt  u>* ''  ^w  place  andaay,  ibst 
we  Oil  thi^siH'  ^ooteare  bnmbaML 
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grealeat  hunl^gg  in  M)e  Houie,  «pd  after 
th»t  be  disappeared  ftom  the  Hmw  rito? 
gather  for  a  i^hile.  Howsr^r  Uiif  boq, 
Meoib^r  hv  again  ftppeared  Apd  lOfMted 
the  old  Blorie*.  The  hop.  Gentleman 
ottgh(  Ifl  ba  n  lUtle  vqre  c^ntioui  ip  hi( 
Buerlion*,  for  you  vjll  all  atTee  witb  que 
th^t  be  i*  in  ihn  babi^of  inaKiqg  mapy  in 
ihp  face  of  the  Houte,  and  be  t)M  never 
been  able  to  prove  one  of  them.  I  [lope 
tbfi  dreninf;  ha  haa  received  to  nigbt  wtll 
dit  for  him  for  a  while.  Now,  ^'ir,  tp  the 
que^tjan  be|'9re  the  Hoitte.  I  thinly  that 
if  the  recQmmepdatio;)!  wfaiqb  b^'f  been 
^mded  to  w^re  made,  i^  ivgiild  bq  bigbly 
btneficiaJ  (o  the  pitblje  to  knotr  who  wm 
the  author  of  t\tf  report,  hectuie  I  think  it 
must  be  qpo  of  l)ie  mqat  djiKirfceful  do- 
rumepts  which  waaever  publiitied.  Wbj, 
Sir,  go  into  any  poi|i|trj — gQ  into  i\\t  inaat 
bHrbarouH  cqur)tr;  in  the  WQild,  apil  I 
will  defy  yop  to  fipd  apy  auch  docuipent 
in  eiittence.  Sir,  I  haye  B|«ayi  been 
f;)vi>Hrable  lo  the  nefv  Poor-law,  Iii 
■pany  ioftaocat  it  li#«  worked  well  t  but  I 
kpov  that  in  mfipy  it  b^  »atM  ei- 
liei^Rly  ill,  I  truiF  that  ||)e  rjghl  boo. 
Baropet,  the  Secretary  Tor  the  Home  Pe- 
paitment,  when  he fntro<)pce|  hii  bill,  will 
eodefivoHr  tQ  «rrert  lome  of  fbe  W»y  b*rri 
and  cruel  pntrjaiopl  of  the  pmNIt  laW' 
One  great  apd  glvifig  fcolt  w  »hfi  mof- 

mona  eatent  of  tbq  KnioQ*-  Wbp  Mie 
poqr  bare  npw  t^  travel  m  Qf  twe!»e 
■nilea  10  ^k  ftr  tsUef.  wlwb  »«J  fte 
rafuwd  lh«W,  »Pd  thfn  Ihej  bflTp  |o 
walk  (bo  afipB  diftanpe  back  «rit|i  4  biwy 
heart,  I  will  put  i(  to  ibe  HpMae  wMbfr 
4py|hipg  can  be  mora  c|ri|el  (bap  in  \\ie 
exuame  hajii  qf  numiner  of  the  cp)4  ol 
winter  to  drag  the  poor  >o  f))r,  w*)''*!  P'T- 
hapa,  they  may  be  aent  buck  f  Itboift  pay 
relief  whatever  ?  If  b1|  the  upippf  ^at 
snipll,  codfisiing  of  a  fav  p^r|i|ref,H  tijat 
the  guardiana  of  each  pafjih  oiighl  ffe  K- 
qqaiqfed  with  the  fiirppmat^pf^iiif  pf  l^e 
peraon  applying  for  relief,  t)M  9;*Ml>* 
would  wo'V  <*  great  ^eal  better  tbM>  >> 
dqea  at  ibe  preaent  ii^opient,  f  tr^*}  l^ao 
the  right  bon.  Baronet  «ill  p(ui.aid|Br,  Upt 
oi)ly  the  caae  of  aged  penppi,  buf  tbpae 
with  large  families,  and  uD&rlppale 
woipen  who  get  jato  tboftf  hoqae*  tifd 
neyer  get  om  agaip,  Witi*  ^)>Mf  9^"- 
irations  |  shall  conclqda  |>j  W>U  H  h 
my  inUotion  to  gir«  piy  V«te  ^T  MV  BIP- 
tjoi)  of  the  bon.  Menber  br  tfnttiD^twin  ■ 
Mr.  BiackHone  would  pot  b^n  tn^b^i) 
Ibe  Houae  nilh  any  obaprvjUfpui  M.  it 


Ppt  been  for  ihp  atartliqg  annogno^meot 
pi^de  bj  the  bon.  Hembpr  for  Sonetacl- 
ebire  [Mr,  Uilef),  that  tba  N^w  ^txn-. 
Uw  )l«d  l»«d  tbfl  cOMPtry  from  deatrqc* 
tioq.  Tbftt  w«  plaeing  lh«  Poor-law  in 
p  very  grand  pOMtipa,     Bt(t  the  right  tiop. 

5»nwp(.  the  Sfprpttry  for  the  Home  ))f- 
ppTMwit,  plaead  jt  uppo  fWOther  gronpdt 
fapt  oqe,  hf  bit  Mwion  ^q^alljr  ^frwmHiB. 
Tb«  right  \m.  WOM(  M>>ll|  t>M  (^ept «' 
ihfllaw  v(||Btorie««l»tlNipffqi[pi|  fffti^ 
l^boqring  pprt  of  tbfl  pppujulioq  iq  l3m 
cQmitrj.    It  might  tweip  ra*b  in  Mn  tQ 

atI^^)pt  to  aniver  the  right  boR-  Barg>mt» 
Nibo,  froot  h|8  high  poailioq  jp  tjie  Oorern* 
ipentt  had  accet*  to  all  ofRcial  ipformntKHi, 
hiitvnea  the  right  bP"-  Qenilpi^ap  haq 
niidrpued  ihe  Houie,  be  (Mr,  QJ^^ikatppe) 
had  referred  fo  tb»  aUtiatipt  pf  crifPe  m 
various  coLinltes  Mnce  \\\a  hill  IiaJ  coina 
into  operation,  ami    if  llic    House  would    , 
liear  with  him  for  a  few  momenta  he  wau|4 
hiy  ihc  result  before  them.      He  would 
setucl  twelve  coMntiet  which  were  purely 
ngrieultiiral,  and  tliree  others  which  were 
engaged  in  manufaclures  and  <n  which  the,  ' 
New  Poor-law  had  not    been  strictly  en- 
farredi  apd  contrast  tlie  increase  of  crime 
in  ilie  OFie  with  the  decrease  in  the  other. 
The  RrGt  county  he  took  was  Bedford,  not 
because  of  its  alphabetical  position,  but  be- 
cause it  was  the  pet  county  of  the  right  hon, 
Baronei.     He  would  lake  ilie  years  )B33,  1 
which  was  before  the  new  law  came  into 
operation,  and  1836,  when  it  had.      In  . 
Bedford  in  the  first  named  year  the  number 
of  criminals   was  112.  in  il>e  latter  163, 
In  Berlcshire  tlie  numbers  were  in  1833,  \ 
-209.   in  1838  they  had  increased  10  390,  ' 
niid  this  was  a  purely  agriculiural  county.  ' 
In    Buckinghamshire  the    numbers    wer^  < 
1833,  lfi7;  in   1838,  237.      Cumbridg&. 
shire,  17|  and  237;  Dorsetshire,  133  an^ 
'2S-ff,  being  an  increase  of  nearly  SO  per  ' 
cent.    Kent,  677  and  1,02«.  Oxford,  313 
and  286-     Hants,  484  and  Caa.     In  So- 
merset, the  county  represented  by  the  hon, 
Uenlleman  who  said  the   New  Poor-law 
h^id  saved  the  country  from  destruction, 
ihe  numbers  were  597  and  828.     Norfolk,  ' 
J29  3pd58a.     Surrey,  454  and  505;  and  ' 
in  Sussex,  403  and  529.     He  would  aak  . 
whether  that  was  nut  as  fair  a  selection  <^< 
counties  as  he  could  have  made,  and  hoif 
enormous  had  been  the  increase  of  criipf  ! 
since  the  new  law  came  Into  operaiioq,  .■ 
Now  he  vrnuld  show  tbe  House  what  wa^l 
llie  slate  of  crime  — the  decrease  or  crinifJ 
til  iliren  counties  wherein  the  New  PooM 
2  S2  '\ 
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la<v  had  not  been  so  strictly  enforced,  and  |  tions  in  which  he  sobstaatially 

were  not  under  the  control  of  the  Poor-  \  especially  to   that  whicli 

law  Comonissioners.       In   Yorkshire,   in  '  coniinuanceof  thebvas 

]$33,  the  number  of  crimes  was  1,509,  '  Whether  or  not  it 

while  in    IS3S  they  had  fallen  to   1,324.    a  political  seoie,  of  this  hm 

In    Lancashire  in    1$33,  2,305,    and  in    that  it  was  directly  at 

1S33,  2.5S5;   and   in  the    metropolitan    spirit  of  the  act  ofEliabethv 

county  of  Middlesex  in  1S33  the  crimes  '  as  it  did  the  bad  principle  of 

were  3,3$  1  ;  in  IS36,  3,350;  and  in  IS3S. '  to  irresponsible  aatfaorities  tbc 

3.4SS.     He  then  would  ask  where  had  the  '  of  Uw. 

new  law  elerated    the  character  cf  the        Mr.  Ross^  in  the  abKnce 

labouring   population    or  improTed  their ,  Friend    eke    Member     for 

social  condition  ?  If  the  ri^hc  hen.  Baronet    merely  rose  to  defend    the 

should  disprove  the  returns  then  he  ..Mr.    Mr.  Clements  trom  xhe 

Biac'^stocc>  would  be  probably  obI:r<:d  to    had   been   cast  npcm    hi 

alter  his  opinion,  bu:  lqiI  chat  wis  dcae    Metiiber  for  Knar* 

he  would  p'rt'er  his  own  private  judrae::!    :!-rz:a:i,  with  whose  fiuiihr 

open  the  citcer.     The  hen.  Memoer  for    was  a  penoa  of  great  hoMaaity 

Somerse'-shire  siid  the  New  Po«3r-Iaw  bid 

been  the  salvation  cf  ihe  CTan::v.     Njw 

he  would  ask.  th^t  hor.  GencUsiiin,  wt*.i: 

were  the  ra:e  of  wa^^s  ia  iba:  coun^T  ' 

Were  thev  net  cow  *o  \*^jr  is  ^j.  i  week? 

What  had  becrme,  he  wciid  isk,  ofibe 

single  abie-bcd  etl  men  ?  Wis  ;:  benedcM! 

that  their  emplcymenc  sb<:uld  be  disccu- 

raged .'  He  kaew  that,  whereas  i  sir^.e  li- 

bourer  could  earn  it  ii*k-wcrk  his  Its.  cr    cractica  cf  vie  law 

I7i.  a  week,  a  cirriei  min  would  caiy  |^f 

probably  Vis.  cr  1  5i.  The  :Lia:cn  be  aaJ 

eipressed  en  this  iaw  he  bad  lijvays  heic.    Government  the  necesicj,  if 

He  had  cp posed  :dc  ict  :n  its  very  ince-j>     :r  id<:ptin£  a  mere  cfirBtiwi  t 

tion  ;  Qor  had  be  ever  bad  rexscn  to  r«^-  e'     ?rnc!  jie  as  :he  ^and  of  its 

the  course  he  bad  :bea  lakeo  igaissc  :c :    \:w.  Sir.  is  :a  tberieiic  boa. 

OQ  '.be  C'jornry,  :he  mere  r.e  kiew  :f  :[.    Home  Secrstary— with  re^ud  to 

the  rrsater  reason  be  bad  lo  believe  via:    ler  a  wiicn  I  icquired  povcHsi 

it  WIS  impossible  to  work  ^uc  :.ie  **  wois*    iocumenc.  I  io  act  kaow  that  I ; 

house"  '.est.  md   ibat  :ne  ic:emi;c  i:    i    j:;on   :o    x'^e    bim   the 

wcuid  beccme  a  rerect  rarr:-. 

Mr.  G^im^iZiC'i  sad.   iinou;;b   le  '.uv: 
certain iy  iiirted  .nat  vie  >ta:emenvs 
Juhii  Wiianam  "sju   been  fouin:  *uo*i  i 
tiailv  C'jrrect    :v    -le    :':mai;L:ee  '.o  vvt 
the  "100.  Member  vr  K  -.Ji-esocr-^u^i  la 
rererrtd,   t  *a>  ••erv  J.iFi-e':'    vin  "l*s.'«:'." 


cesd  cf  heart,    and   Cocallj 
ac:i~g  wi-rb  want  of  fedm^. 
Mr.  li'zltir  then  replied 
A-:er  all  the  debate  that  ha 
i-.i  c'les'icn  is  simply  this- 
Hcuie  vll  support  m   lav 
and  embcdvin^  as  it  were 
iz*i  spirt  cf  chjs  annacaral 
izd  ic^rx   wb:ch  will 


3y  saac'cQin^  my 
:ne   cf  en  em.  tbev  wiO 


:i  >  - 


r«»  f  • 


■  «• . 


to    Mr.   M;t:"*     ."j-  »'.    i-c    .no    iiactr-.: 
part  -f  "^nicn  ud   bte-i    ?ci:e  .'uc    'v  vi- 
ev'ii-j'iC".  and   :ii  •' >>  .:  id    m'     k    ••.>«.'. 
cr'  "he;   -.nij'iirv  .i  ni    >.►.  i    ■  !i.    f-r-.-*  ti 

mia=J-:n.     Njw.  J*    -'     ■«'  '^>«-    •       *>  -"^  -•• 
■.ne  H-^usc.    :e  wii  :i  .  •■     ■    -■ 
::>:    :ccumc!i':    n    ^i-.'ii.ii     ■  i».:    ;■;■:■ 
:en.:ed.    i:  i.i  iveni>.    i>  ■'^■.    'i>.>         :•. 
3rohvr'.*'j  TiLMSur*: ;  liiu  I."  'v-^  ■   ■-  n  ^  ■ 
n.tv-:    iu.r^-'siea  -^.nie     :.>.    i   \.    >     ; 
Ln^-'i;:.;^   Ji'  ':'■  ^   %.*v n..:^*-':^ 


--:';i.r^s:   and  I  bet^  to  say.   fvrtiicrv 
'  :ici-:   m^seit  :q  *m  per^ctJw 
■- :  ■ud:w  jr  the  Tjirjonetv  or' 
ji  Tii-^  v.z  ise  jf  any  docuaent  I 
;joiMv<9ed  ^(.     ^  or  io  [  cuine 
**:M\:uie«z    :n    Toinis    3i    • 
-••-T'iiTi    )v  ::ie  r-gni   ion. 
'cvi    nv:-:nc«i  :u   idopt  and   act  vpoa  ay 
::  :- •'t.Mvjen:   .*<juv:L":on  jf  duCw.      Hefv  k 
I    !!.>;   sciiicd.^'us  %MmmunicatiQs 
«  :  v:-'!   >  v.,:.:^L'a   i  most  Qnconati'l 
i    i  :.•-*;  ..  L«r-*»;*e 'aw.  i!>thers  h««« 
X  >  .•.:iiu!ii:i:c-a::'-n — [  bawedrsfgitf 

^>..   i.^U    ?;  :;v.;t'^    I    is    't   d 
1.::     .'vl.   'or'*iX'in.    !   ouv{|( 
-c   .    -V  s..    't.>;i(ix:  'be  autiiors  of  tke 


'  ■*- 


Jv."»k<:.   n   jpier  to 
•■  L   ne  wcTtis  "  private'* 


^  "»,  .. 


nut  avoid   i''*"^    *  *  »ij, -v 


^>*- 


..-.»(.  :        .    ti! 


'  neir    prod 
o   project    of 
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have  only  to  say,  **  We  are  acting  con6- 
dcDtially,  and  therefore  nobody  mutt  take 
any  notice  of  it,  neither  while  we  are  so 
actings  nor  for  years  after."  The  names  of 
the  commissioners,  it  is  true,  are  not 
attached  to  this  report,  but  this  is  not 
uncommon,  for  I  have  other  documents  of 
theirs,  undeniably  authentic,  to  which 
their  names  are  not  attached.  Besides 
any  document  piinted  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, 1  submit  ought  to  be  at  the  disposal 
of  the  public.  I  should  like  to  know  how 
long  the  word  ''  secret "  is  to  be  in  opera- 
tion. I  can  conceive  secrecy  to  be  neces- 
sary during  a  short  time  for  the  completion 
of  an  act :  but  the  act  being  in  this  case 
completed  by  the  Poor-law  itself,  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  man  to  know  by  whom  and 
by  what  means  this  legislative  provision 
has  been  hatched.  But  their  most  au- 
thentic acts,  I  find  are  now  disputed, 
even  the  dietary  of  the  Cirencester  union, 
which  bears  the  signature  of  the  three 
Poor-law  Commissioners,  but  which,  on 
its  being  published,  appeared  so  horrible, 
that  they  dared  not  to  act  long  upon  it. 
There  was  a  similar  suppression  of  a  do- 
cument during  the  Poor-law  inquiry  of 
1837,  and  I  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  at  the  time  to  so  reprehensible  a 
proceeding.  Evidence  was  in  that  case 
tendered  and  taken,  which,  when  those 
who  tendered  it,  found  that  it  did  not 
answer  their  purpose,  or  rather,  would 
prove  the  contrary  of  what  they  intended, 
they  effected  its  suppression.  The  chief 
of  those  who  urged  this  suppreisio  t;eri— - 
as  indeed  his  activity  in  favour  of  the  law 
would  in  no  case  suffer  him  to  be  second 
— was  the  present  right  hon.  Home  Secre- 
tary, who  though  he  acted  as  one  of  that 
committeee,  was  really  mistaken  by  one  of 
the  witnesses,  as  he  will  well  recollect,  at 
counsel  for  the  Poor-law  Commissioners. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  ber 
Majesty's  Government  said,  I  had  given 
no  intimation  of  what  I  intended  to  do  if 
these  resolutions  were  agreed  to.  Why. 
Sir,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  himself  sup- 
plies me  with  an  answer.  *'I  have  not,"  said 
he,  when  pressed  in  a  similar  instance  to 
remedy  a  case  of  existing  difficulty,  *M 
have  not,*'  said  he  **  received  my  fee  for 
attending  the  patient."  So  neither  am  I 
obliged  to  tender  assistance  to  those  who, 
so  far  from  offering  me  a  fee,  are  previously 
determined  not  to  take  my  help.  Now  as 
for  the  relaxations  which  have  been  spoken 
of.    That  must  be  a  bad  law,  in  m  fin( 


place,  which  cannot  bear  its  own  «nact« 
ment.  The  relaxations  hitherto  have  been 
owing  to  no  humane  considerations  on  the 
part  of  those  to  whom  the  execution  of 
the  law  has  been  intrusted,  but  to  their 
inability  to  enforce  it.  They  frequentiv 
indeed  allow  a  miserable  out-door  relief, 
but  why?  Because  the  workhouses  at  this 
period  of  non-employment  and  public 
distress  cannot  receive  those  who  are  dri- 
ven to  its  doors  by  suffering.  In  like 
manner,  they  send  those  whose  life  is  ex- 
tinct to  be  buried  in  the  churchyards  of 
their  difierent  parishes ;  but  only  because 
the  churchyards  near  the  union  houses 
cannot  contain  them.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  spoke  of  the  county  of  Bedford, 
which  my  hon.  Friend  hat  called  his  pat 
county.  I  will  just  mention  a  pet  union 
of  his — the  West  Hampnett  union.  A 
day  or  two  ago  I  received  a  letter,  stating 
that,— 

**  In  the  West  Hampnett  union  several  pa« 
risbes  raise  voluntary  rates,  by  whkh  poor 
persons  are  relieved  to  whom  the  Poor-law 
Commissioners  will  not  allow  relief  to  be 
given  out  of  the  cumpulsorjr  rates.  Able- 
bodied  men  are  prevented  being  tested,  as  it 
is  termed;  the  payers  of  these  voluntary  rates 
say  that  a  considerable  saving  b  effected  by 
this  system.'' 

The  above  information  I  had  from  two ' 
collectors  of  voluntary  rates. 

^I  could  send  you''  ssys  one  of  tbem 
**  strong  cases  of  the  Poor-law  being  the 
cause  of  thefts  and  mendicity,  and  pmaps 
something  worse.  I  cannot  now  omit  stating 
that  not  long  ago,  in  one  of  the  parishes  m 
the  West  Hampnett  union,  I  saw  in  one  day 
six  women  employed  in  leading  horses,  draw- 
ing loaded  dung-carts  into  the  fields.  Though 
I  have  lived  in  Sussex  ail  my  life,'!  never  saw 
anything  of  the  kind  before.'' 

The  hon.  Member  for  Somertet  baa 
•poken  of  the  benefit  derived  by  the  agri- 
cultural dtstricta  from  this  law*  Now,  I 
happen  accidentally  to  have  copied  out 
of  an  old  Manchester  newspaper  a  pat* 
sage  which  bears  very  strongly  upon  thii. 
It  is  as  follows  ^— 

"Yesterday  afternoon,  shortly  before  the 
sitting  magistrstes  at  the  New  Bailey  left  the 
court,  a  ease  of  extraordinaiy  novdty  and 
hardriiip  was  brought  before  diem.  Two 
healdiy,  fMwcountenaneed,  but  somewhat 
emacbted  agricnltnrsl  labourers,  presented 
themselves  in  the  witness-box,  whilst  at  the 
extremity  of  the  court  were  nnged  in  view  of 
the  manstntes  sixteen  udividaals^  one  of 
ttiem  a  female^  about  thirty,  wlA  two  infoala 

in  aia^  tight  difldriBf  ap|Nm4y  aO  of  4iM 
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under  ten  years  of  age,  and  three  whose  ages 
might  be  from  thirteen  to  sixteen  years^two  of 
them  girls  and  the  third  a  boy.  There  were  two 
others  whom  we  did  not  see,  making  up  a 
party  of  eighteen.     One  of  the  men  stated 
that  they  came  from  Towertey,  in  Bucking- 
hamshire,    The  farmers,  he  said,   called   a 
meeting  to  know  if  any  of   the  parishioners 
would  go  down  to  Manchester,  as  every  body 
there  was  doins  well.    Several  of  us  said  we 
would  go.     They  told  us  that  they  thought 
our  families  would  do   well  to  come  down. 
They  said  there  would  be  houses  for  us  to  go 
into  when  we  got  there,  and  everything  pro- 
vided for  our  use.     They  employed  a  man 
named  Clark  to  sec  after  people  who  would 
go  down,  and  we  went  to  him.     He  asked 
what  families  we  had  got,  and  said  we  should 
do  well  indeed  to  come ;  we  startefl  accord- 
ingly  to  Mr.  Waterhouse's,  at  Glossop.     In 
answer  to  questions,  the  man  said,  six  of  the 
chidren  whom  the  magistrate  saw,  belonged  to 
him,  and  two  were  his  brother's.    The  other 
man  said,  two  of  the  rest  were  his  own,  and 
four  belonged  to  another  person  ;  but  he  had 
promised   to   take  charge  of  them,  to   bring 
them  down,  and   do   the  best  for   them   he 
could.    The  first  speaker  then  continued  his 
story  ; — '  We  were  brought,'  he  said  *  from  our 
own  county   to  Glossop   in  a  boat,  and  from 
Glossop,  Mr.  Waterhouse  sent  us  forward  in 
a  cart.     When  we  got  there,  there  were  forty- 
five  of  us ;  we  were  put  in  a  bit  of  a  ware- 
house ;  and  I  have  been  there  with  my  family 
three  weeks,  lying  on  a  bit  of  straw,  ^^hich  is 
the  only  bed  I  have  had.    The  parish '  he  said 
in  answer  to  questions, '  paid  the  expenses  of 
our  journey  down.     We   went  by    the   l)oal 
to  Marple,  where  they  told  us  there  was  to  be 
a  cart  to  meet  us,  and  take  us  forward  to  Mr. 
Waterhouse's.      We  did   not  know  to  what 
person  in  (ilossop  we  were  coming  when  we 
left  our  own  parish.     We  were  sent  from  our 
own  parish   to  Coddington,   where   we   met 
with  a  gentleman  named  William  Clark.     We 
travelled  nearly  forty  miles,  partly  in  awajrgon, 
to  the  boat  to  where  we  embarked.      Clark 
came  back  with  us  to  the  boat,  and  when  we 
had  embarked  he  told  us,  that  we  were  going 
to  Mr.  Watcrhouse*s,  at  Glossop.     Two  other 
families  came  with  us.     1  cannot  toll  whether 
M  r .  W  aterhouse  had  d  csi  red  ou  r  overseer  to  send 
any   hands.     1  worked  at  Mr.  Waterhouse*s 
three  weeks,  but  yesterday  he  hired  a  cart  and 
sent  us    in    it   to    Manchester.      The  carter 
put  us  down  in  the  street,  and  left  us ;  he  has 
sent  another  cartload  this  morning.     I  have 
seen  them  in  town,  and  he  would  have  sent 
them  yesterday,  but  the  cart  would  not  hold 
us  all ;  so  he  told  one  of  the  women  he  would 
send  them  this  morning  in  his  own  cait.     I 
don't  know  what  has  become  of  them.     I  saw 
them  in  town  this  morning,  and  they  said  they 
were  going  to  the  boat.     We  two  (the  men' 
are  farmers,  and  the  children  are  Inccmakcrs  ; 
we  were  in  work  at  the  time  we  lefl  Huckint^- 
hamshire.'    The  magiblrates  expressed  much 


indignation  at  the  deception  whiMi 
practised  upon  these  uafortanmle  fmtfjk^ 
intimated  that  the  parties  princupaUj  i 
cerned  in  tbua  alluring  them  frcNB.  tadr  ko 
ought  to  be  prosecuted.  Mr.  G.  W- 
stated,  that  there  happened  now  to  b^  iil  toM 
(engaged  in  making  inqairies  on  dit  ^" 
of  labour)  Mr.  Muggrkhret  a 
ployed  by  the  Poor-law  Coini 
it  was  arranged  that  the  oferaeon 
to  him,  represent  the  caat»  and  obtain  lib  a^ 
sistance,  if  poiiible,  in  taking  meamiai  lor  ia> 
turning  the  families  to  their  native  paiiik 
from  which  they  had  been  ihtts  iiBaanRall| 
cast  off.  In  the  meanwhile  it  was  eidini 
that  due  care  should  be  taken  of  tbem  by  itt 
overseers  of  Manchester.  We  miileniaw  I 
the  party,  eighteen  in  number,  were  ai 
OM  Thursday  evening  at  the  Cotton-tree 
house,  in  Ancoats,  of  coarse  entire  strannB^ 
without  means  or  resonrces  of  any  kind,  fbq 
were,  however,  taken  to  the  wofkbuiMe  aai 
there  provided  for  that  night.** 

I  have  documents  that  will  own  tan 
nearly  every  proposition  that  has  bna 
advanced  on  the  other  side;  bat  at  tbb 
lute  hour  of  the  night  I  decline  briagim 
them  under  the  notice  of  the  HoaK. 
The  resolutions  which  I  now  propoie  1 
conscientiously  believe  to  assert  tratlab 
They  may  be  unpalatable  to  the 
Ministers,  as  all  propositions  I  hate 
on  this  subject  were  to  the  last  adi 
tration ;  but  that  is  no  reason  why  I 
should  not  propose  them,  or  why  thesi 
who  think  with  me  should  not  auppon 
them.  To  meet  the  views  of  many  ao^ 
(rentlemen  near  me,  I  will  withdraw  thfe 
first  four  resolutions,  and  take  the 
only  upon  the  last. 

The  (louse  divided  on  the  last 
tion  : — Ayes  58  ;  Noes  V26 :  Majority  BL 
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AmERIOA  -*-  St£AM     COMMUMIOATIOirJ 

Sir  F.  Blake  xoie,  ^mitnt  to  notiee,  to 
call  the  attentioa  of  JParliaaient 

''To  the  great  eomiiibrdat,  pplitiod,  ftnan- 
ctal,  and  other  advantagef  whidi  i#iU  adcnie 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  to  the  dittralMOd. 
portion  of  it!  population  in  particnlar,  by  tlie 
adoption  of  the  aafett  and  sbortaet,  instead  of 
the  present  dangarona  and  ctrcuitoat,  lint  of 
packet  conmonication  across  the  Atlantio 
Ocean ;  the  urgent  necessity  of  giving  OTSiy 
due  ftieility  to  the  sliding-sMle  as  enacted  \y 
the  present  Com*1aws;  and  of  ffurthwith  salaei« 
ing  the  most  commodious  port  on  the  waatsm 
coast  bf  the  Aiiatitie  as  a  packet  station  to 
expedite  the  Post-oAee  intarooana  baMaD 
North  Aneriea  and  Great  Britain.'' 

He  thought  it  right,  in  the  first  inatanoe, 
to  show  the  zelatioii  of  the  diferant  sah- 
jects^  mentioiied  in  his  notiee,  to  each  othor, 
his  only  diflkulty  in  that  reelect  heina^  the 
want  of  that  degree  of  talent  whii£  he 
was  in  the  habit  ci  witnessing  in  the  rig|bt 
hon.  and  hon.  Gentlemen  on  both  aidea  of 
the  Mouse.  He  confessed  his  total  inabOitsr 
to  do  justice  to  the  8ttbieet»  and  that  if  M 
the  time  he  had  giren  the  notice  he  wae  aa 
fullj  awar^  as  at  praaentj  of  lia  eoopve- 
hensife  nature  an!  importanfls,  he  dioold 
have  been  detemd  fimi  Ae  undartaUng; 
but  as  he  was  vtim  cofllmitted  to  pooeed, 
he  trusted  that  the  impoctanee  of  tJie  soh- 
ject  would  indiae  the  House  to  give  him 
its  attention  eiven  at  diat  kte  nour— a 
fiifour  he  oonU  not  expeet  if  he  did  not 
a?ow  hii  detenuaatioii  to  lie  brief  in  Ua 


obaemitions^  and  if  the  abilitj  of  the  ad- 
vocate was  to  be  Its  onlyr  iiidneraient.  If 
it  was  inquired  w!y  he  pecseveied,  when  by 
bis  own  ackneiwleflttment  his  impeilfectsd* 
Tocaqr  would  |KianUy  pnqfodice  thecaaae 
which  he  intended  to  aenre,  the  answer  he 
feared  would  not  amount  to  a  jiwritiathwi, 
althoui^  he  hoped  it  would  faeafaDfatian ; 
if  was  this— he  iMiOed  he  was  inftieuuad 
trulsrbya  paarioa  wUdt  is  aaid  to  be  tiba 
aoUest  diat  can  auanle  the  hmaa  ndpd 
>-4ove  of  ooonti;y«    Ba  w«i  c^cfivfiMt 
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that  his  measure,  if  carried,  would  tend 
materially  to  revive  the  trade  and  better 
the  condition  of  tbe  unemployed  manufac- 
turers of  (Sreat  Britain.  Another  most 
material  ingredient  which  influenced  bim 
was  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of 
the  unemployed  portion  of  the  people  of 
Ireland — the  expenditure  of  capital  and 
the  revival  of  trade  there  produced  by  the 
umple  process  of  converting  one  of  tlic 
ports  on  the  western  coast  of  Ireland  into 
a  post-office  conduit  for  the  mercantile  cor- 
respondence of  Europe.  He  thought  it 
right  to  stale,  that  if  it  was  thought  fit  to 
select  the  nearest  port  to  Dublin  for  the 
pacltet- station,  the  expenses  of  forming  a 
railroad  to  that  port  from  Dublin,  pursuant 
to  a  survey  already  made,  would  be  under 
one  million ;  and  he  was  authorised  to  say 
that  there  were  parties  ready  with  a  capital 
to  that  amount  to  enter  upon  the  specula- 
tion without  requiring  any  aid  whatever 
from  the  Government  or  from  the  State, 
save  only  that  this  House  or  her  Majesty's 
Government  will  adopt  the  desired  selection 
of  the  most  convenient  harbour  to  facilitate 
and  expedite  the  proposed  communication. 
It  was  the  passion  for  the  improvement  of 
his  country  that  urged  him  unflinchingly, 
hut  with  regret,  to  oppose  the  Administra- 
tion of  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was 
the  head  ;  but  he  would  abhor  the  mis- 
creant who  would  for  a  moment  contem- 
plate the  dreadful  crime  of  anything  ap- 
proachin):  to  nssas.>i nation,  in  order  to  crush 
the  existing  Administration.  Fair,  ojicn, 
political  hostility  was  his  system — and  here 
It  might  not  be  inapposite  for  him  to  observe 
that  public  policy  demanded  that  in  such 
cases  (except  in  the  instance  of  a  raging  mu- 
niac),t]ic  plea  ofinsanityoughl,  he  thought, 


{COMMONS}      Stem  Comm 
House  (Mr.  ViUiers). 


The   : 


"  On  looking  to  the  capabititiM  of  AvMiei 
for  grawing  com,  they  must  alto  macabvAH 
there  was  no  inducemant  to  tbew  W  MSdaHl 
to  this  country  so  long  ■•  thcf  wan  ihMl«« 

by  asliding-scBle.  Inielligent  gtBtfsavftiM 
America  had  represented  th«  wBifciaB  if  At 
sliding-scale  ai  most  prejudicial  ta  Aatnii 
between  the  United  States  and  nnllHilM, 
and  he  then  held  in  his  hand  a  copy  >f  *  b^ 
modal  which  bad  beeo  praaeatad  ta  Ihan^ 
hon.  Baronet  at  the  Head  of  the  C 
by  tlie  merchants  of  the  Am 
Commerce  at  UveipooL" 


To  this  speech  the  right  t 
answered;  but  he  would  not 
House  at  so  late  an  hour  bj  readi^  iht 
right  hon.  Baronet's  answer;  be  wad 
merely  state  the  sufaalanoe  of  it,  naaaalf} 
that  it  was  said  that  on  account  of  the  d» 
tance  of  the  United  Statea  from  thb  oav- 
try,  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  coa^ac 
with  Continental  Europe  in  the  con  tadc 
to  Enifland ;  but  in  answer  to  that  Aa 
right  hot).  Baronet  would,  he  nid,  atatan 
actual  fact,  to  show  the  faciliij  of  io^Mt 
from  the  United  Sutes.  An  nri«,  k 
said,  was  sent  to  the  United  StmEea  fiia 
Liverpool  for  1,000  barrels  of  Sour  on  lie 
1st  of  August ;  the  cargo  wai  ATpprf  ■ 
the  23rd  of  August,  and  anived  at  Liiv- 
pool  on  the  13th  of  September.  NowV 
the  alteration  which  he  propoaed  had  hmi 
then  carried  into  effect,  the  oider  of  tk  ^A 
of  August,  transmitted  through  Ireka^ 
would  liave  been  at  tea  on  the  haoad  At- 
lantic at  noon  on  the  foUowing  da^ ,  nl 
would  have  arrived  at  the  Americaa  port 
on  or  about  the  11th  of  Auguit;  aad  ika 
cargo  might  have  been  on  board  an  M 
about  the  13th  or  14th  of  the  a 


to  he  abolished.   [Lmghtcr.'}     Gentli 

might  laugh,  but  there  were  pcrsims  who  '  instead  of  being  delayed  to  the^SSi^ 
werenut  in  that  HouKcfurwhosemomentsur  I  making  a  difl'erence  of  nine  daja  * 
suspense,  and  anxiety  of  mind,  as  to  sup-  |  transmL  '        '•      '  <  .■      .  ■ 

poised  dangerH,  to  which  thuir  absent  fricnda  cargoes, 
might  be  exiwsed,  it  would  become  thai 
House  well  to  manifest  its  sympathy  and 
giKxl  feeling.  With  these  few  preliuiinary 
observations  it  would  be  now  his  duty  to 
proceed  tu  vindicate  the  apparently  incon- 
sistent terms  of  his  notice,  by  showing  thai 
the  two  subjects  of  the  sliding -.icalc  and 
the  iirojKHed  eumniunicatliin,  could  be  con- 
solidated. For  this  purpo^e  he  would  rend 
u  single  sentence  only  from  Human/,  In-'ing 
.in  extract  from  the  speeth  of  the  noble 
i.ord  the  .Mi-mber  for  London,  on  the  mo- 
tion during  the  loi-t  Session  of  a  distin- 
guished Member  u)X)u  that  udc  of  the 


[o  order  to  give  due  effect,  aid 
to  make  his  plan  the  more  peifact,  k 
would  be  necessary  to  construct  a  taihaai 
from  Dublin  to  the  destined  port,  but  eaoi 
without  this  f^lity,  and  by  meaaa  of  Aa 
mail-coach  communication,  a*  it  ia  at  pn- 
M.'nt,  a  manifest  advantage  would  he  demal 
fnmi  the  proposed  change.  Thii,  howewTi 
would  inevitably  lead  to  the  apeedv  cea- 
stniction  of  a  railroad,  and  it  would,  thei^ 
fori',  be  sutUfiictory  to  the  Houae  to  W 
reminded  of  what  had  already  takea  placa 
witli  reference  to  the  inttwluction  of  tafl* 
niodsiiito  Ireland.  Itwould  befouadthM 
on  the  2[idvfOctobcr,;i836,i 
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address  from  the  Houk  of  Lordi,  hia  late 
Majesty  authorized  the  issuing  of  a  Com- 
mission  directed  to  ceitun  Commijuonen 
therein  named, 

"  To  make  ioqairy  as  to  the  port  or  porta 
OD  the  West  or  Soutb  coast  of  Ireland,  from 
whence  the  navigaiion  to  America  maj  be 
best  carried  on  by  steam  Teueli,u)d  to  inves- 
tigate paiticulail]'  the  facilities  for  the  con- 
Blruction  of  lines  of  railroad  across  Iralaod  to 
such  port  or  ports." 

This  Commiraon  tvtis  renewed  by  her 
present  Majesty  on  the  3rd  of  November. 
1837,  and  the  Commisuonen  answered  in 
the  following  words  ;— 

"  If  this  question  were  limited  to  the  mere 
facility  with  which  a  voyage  could  be  made 
from  port  to  port,  the  answer  must  necessarily 
be  ia  the  affinnatiie;  for  not  only  are  the 
southern  aod  westero  harbours  of  Ireland 
nearer  to  America,  but  they  are  alio  more 
faTourably  aiiuaied  as  regards  the  prevailing 
winds  and  currents  of  the  Atlantic — the  saving 
of  distance  is  of  peculiar  value  where  the 
voyage  by  steam  is  to  verge  on  a  poiot  which 
will  scarcely  admit  of  the  carries  of  fuel 
suSicienl,  eiclusive  of  any  other  cargo." 

Under  these  circumstances  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  and 
a  distinguished  Member  of  the  late  Ad- 
ministratioo,  in  1839  applied  to  Parliament 
for  a  grant  of  2,500,000/.,  to  be  expended 
by  the  State  in  constituting  a  railway,  not 
across  Ireland,  as  directed  by  the  Com- 
mission, but  extending  longitudinally  to 
the  port  of  Cork,  being  a  diitwica  of  nearly 
twice  the  extent  of  that  leading  to  tM 
nearest  port  to  Dublin,  on  the  weftem 
coast,  and  requiring  double  the  amount  of 
expenditure  in  order  to  execute  a  railway. 
The  Administration  of  which  the  ooUe 
Lord  was  a  Member  ceased  to  exist  befiuv 
his  project  could  be  carried  into  execution, 
and  then,  in  the  last  Session  of  Patliamenti 
the  ban.  Member  for  Rosconunon,  with 
great  ability,  made  bis  motion,  the  object 
of  which  was  substantially  to  follow  up 
the  application  of  Lord  Morpeth  for  the 
construction  by  the  State  of  railways  in 
Ireland.  To  this  motion  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  now  at  the  head  of  her  Majesty'! 
Government,  offered  with  effect  the  mort 
strenuous  opposition.  He  objected  to  the 
interference  of  the  State  in  rulway  ipeca. 
lations,  and  contended  that  such  mietMiona 
ought  to  be  left  to  private  enterpnae.  Ha 
denied  that  the  gratuitous  expenditoie  Iff 
the  Govemmeut  of  6  or  7,00OfiO0L  would 
benefit  Ireland.    His  woids  were/— 

"  My  opiiuon  is,  that  if  what  wat  nktd 


{fa.  93)       Sliam 
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ware  given,  it  would  be  a  btal  gift.  Hy  bditf 
is,  that  an  undertaking  to  construct  an  azpeo- 
sive  railway  in  Ireland  would  not  pay  the 
expense ;  but  even  if  it  did,  what  would  be 
lb*  consequeoce?  Why,  yon  woaM  bring 
together  an  immense  mass  of  labourers ;  but 
when  (lie  works  were  flnished,  and  these  la> 


He  oould  not  omit  to  gin  expreadoa  l« 
his  utmost  astoniahment  at  this  nnitatea- 
manlike  declaration  by  tbe  li^t  ban. 
Baronet.  He  thou^t  the ri^tMHi. Ba- 
ronet waa  better  acgnafntril  with  tbe  a^ 
duatriooa  baUu  of  the  hnmUer  dan  of  tbe 
Irish  pnqile ;  and  be  could  iMize  lum  and 
the  Houae,  that  if  tbe  moat  deatitule  rf 
thoae  who  nek  emnhTment  in  that  nqg. 
lected  country  could  be  aure  to  oUoii 
constant  wagea  fbc  three  year*,  Aeyinmld 
be  therein  raised  to  the  paneiriim  of  a 
sufficient  catntal  to  render  tbem  indi* 
Tidnally,  not  alone,  compeiattnly  ind^ 
pendent  for  life,  butalw  awUed  to  ■opport 
their  now  fimUduns  wivei  and  diildient 
and  al«n  tluur  ^ed  and  infim  pamtt^ 
whom  it  wonid  be  tbeir  bigfaeat  pride  to 
keep  bum  the  d^nding  magp  and  dis> 
treaing  confinement  of  a  poor-booae.  In- 
depeoMit  of  aU  other  conaidentiottB  he 
wu  anned  with  fVutber  evidenoe  fai  aiip> 
port  cir  hia  ntotiOD.  He  wonld  icfcr  pec^ 
ticularijto  the  doeumenta  and  npatate* 
lating  to  tbe  weatem  baiboon  of  Imlnd, 
otdored  by  the  Honae  of  CooaMU  en  &■ 
lltbitf  August,  1884,  tad  from  dnert. 
dence  taken  upon  oath  en  Aat  oendM 
(many  of  the  penona  then  waninad  baiag 
atiD  alire  and  o!  high  station)  he  wddU 

__  _  few  Aan  eztnela.  He  wogld 
bajjn  fii«  with  the  ovUenoe  of  a  penoa 
w£>  muat  beoonndend  of  ibatuf  U^Mat 
authority,  becatin  he  had  been    ' 


nneaen^  ai 
of  umpooL 


tbetowitof 

"IlUnktbepoiat'tf  d_. 

Oa  weatemaoat  pabt  of  the  daitad  X 

foraotwithatanduiffthaimpiavaBaat 

BMdriBsiy,  ao  ai  to  iaenaaa  apaea  lot  M^ 
and  pamangaw,  it  ia  ef  the  tot  inpottasee  la 
tbe  sowan  of  Am  ooaMiaplatad  naaaan  that 
the  voyage  ftorn  kad  to  lead  be  made  Oe 
shortest  posalbla.  Thedaatewef  the  Chawiil 
UM  be  beat  nadentood  ftoa  Oa  atatanaal 
nade  at  a  pnbUe  atoaHag  at  Uvnoat  in 
iplationofciMai  a  (Up  eaaal  anon 
tbadaapntfOeCr 


Ireluid,  to  aacape  the  daai 
nav%atioa»  whna  it  waa  a 
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Now  be  would  beg  leave  to  remark, 
that  this  estimate  only  related  tn  the  actual 
loues,  and  not  the  wear  and  tear,  which, 
he  had  authoritj  for  stating,  taken  together 
(without  including  port  duties),  amounted 
to  a  sum  little  short  of  2,000,000;.  The 
nest  record  to  which  he  would  refer  was 
the  minutes  of  the  evidence  taken  before  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  appointed 
to  ini^uire  into  tlie  existing  facilities  fur 
the  interrourse  between  the  United  King- 
dom and  the  colonies  of  North  America, 
and  the  expediency  and  means  of  improving 
them,  dated  the  13th  of  June,  1836.  The 
first  witness  examined  was  Colonel  John 
Jose  Bu^yne,  in  whose  evidence  he  found 
the  following  statement; — 

"But  if  these  advantoges  could  be  obtained 
(meaning  the  facility  of  intercourse  Ihrough 
Ireland],  with  the  present  slate  of  commuDtca- 
tioD,  how  touch  more  will  the  case  be  streeph- 
ened  by  taking  into  consideration  the  progress 
of  the  railway  Byitem?  Railways  are  in  pro- 
greia  to  connect  Locdon  with  Lirerpool." 

Here  he,  (Sir  V.  Blake)  would  remark, 
that  that  there  was  now  a  railway  seriously 
cantem|>latcd,  that  would  greatly  shorten 
the  distance  between  London  and  Dublin, 
by  a  line  through  Wales. 

"  the  passage  by  them  and  the  present 
packets  to  Dublin,  will  be  eRected  in  twenty* 
four  hours  easily  j  twenty-four  hours  more 
will  convey  a  mail  by  coacli  to  aciy  port  in 
Ireland  ;  and  that  time  may  be  reduced  by 
more  thnn  one-half,  by  the  application  of  a 
railway  through  Ireland." 

The  next  witness  was  the  Duke  of  Wei- 
lington.     He  stated,  that 

"  It  would  be  a  great 
military  departmenl,  to  be  quite  certain  of 
carrying  on  their  reliefs  from  (hat  particular 
point  (meaning  the  west  cosst  of  Ireland).'* 

The  next  was  an  extract  from  the  evi- 
dence of  Vice-admiral  Sir  Robert  Walter 
Olway.    He  said, 

"  I  was  in  the  West  Indies  early  in  the  wir, 
■nd  we  lost  island  after  island,  when,  if  the 
troops  could  have  come  out  immediately, 
the  country  would  have  Ijeen  saved  ; 
millions." 

Mr.  Charles  Vignolles,    the  ttcxt 
amined,  observed, 

"  I  have  no  doubt,  the  whole  correspond- 
ence of  Europe  would  pa»»  that  way  (still  al- 
luding to  ibe  western  coast  of  Ireland);  I 
consider  that  the  introduction  ol  nieani  is  likely 
to  increase  considerably  the  d^inger  of 
shipping  in  the  Channel  in  time  of  war ; 
should  be  liable  to  be  attacked,  suppotmij  the 


time,  the  whole  caara«  of  our  ■ 
tions  must  be  changed  in  caM  cif  ■  www 
France.    I  conceive  that  the  cliciiee  af  a  ■ 
able  harbour  for  steam-vetMb  aa  iKa  «■> 

:  of  Iieland,  would  c 
the  nival  nieaDs  of  ih«w  c 

He  would  not  abute  the  m^ad  mt^ 
^  nee  of  the  Houae  (fbr  wlud  h*  «m 
truly  grateful),  by  extendiw  hia  ohsna* 
tions  much  further;  allhoii^,  if  the  kl^ 
ness  of  the  btnir  had  not  prevented  b^  kf 
would  have  trespaued  upon  iIm  in  fir  wmm 
time  longer.  He  hoped,  howewo-,  tte  la 
had  said  enough  to  satisfy  all  wtamitMi 
men,  that  he  lud  eatafaliihed  a  ok  m 
show  that  vBSt  commeioal,  f"****!^.  ftiH- 
cial,  and  other  advantages  iniaU  aeitBtli 
the  nation  by  the  adc^tioB  of  hii  "M* 
tions,  according  to  the  tenni  of  hU  moM; 
and,  after  repeating  the  irvpwarif  gf  lit 
thanks  for  the  patient  attentiOD  with  aUA 
he  had  been  heard,  he  would  cnndafc  If 
moving, 

"  That  the  House  shonld  mnlvc  indf  i* 
a  committee  of  the  Trbole  Hoasa  (pvrsaaAh 
the  notice  he  had  given^" 

Sir  David  Roche  seconded  the  Bedga. 

Sir  Robert  Peel :  The  nuiMai  tt  ii 
hon.  Baronet,  if  agreed  to,  mwld  hmlM 
a  great  expenditure  for  the  comtitKliai  rf 
a  suitable  narbour  in  Ireland.  Hie  idnrf 
n  Kiifcty  harbour  in  the  Chiiniiri  waa  M^ 
gcsted  by  others  as  a  great  a 
improvement.  He  did  not,  h 
diatc  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  BnMt 
as  to  the  Kupcruff  advantagca  of  a  paAs 
station  in  Ireland ;  but  he  ewuld  BoC  m»- 
tiun  the  hon.  Baronet's  nmian,  aa  it  *■ 
objectionable  in  point  of  fbfin.  It  wa  a 
motion  for  a  committee  of  the  «Ut 
House,  to  which  he  could  mrt  aeeede;  nd 
be  hoped  the  hon.  Banmet  wouM  net  fnm 
it  til  a  division. 

Vifcount  PalmertloH  could  not  bat  ^ 
plaud  his  hon.  Friend  for  the  i 
and  ability  with  which  he  bnmgfat  f 
his  motion.  The  question  dcMrred  tfce 
most  muturc  deliberation,  lie  agmdwiih 
the  right  hon.  (icntlctnaa,  the  bead  of  btr 
MaJL-sty's  Government,  that  the  foes  rf 
the  notJL-c  wus  objectionable,  and  he  wimU 
suggest  to  his  hon.  Friend  the  |wsiptk*y  af 
withdrawing  it,  iind  giving  a  '  ~ 
nniither  day  for  a  .Si-lcrt  Con 
iniguirc  and  report  tu  to  the  adraniapaw 
be  derived  fniin  the  trstablishowet  if  ■ 
puckot  station  on  the  west-onst  of  IrIm^ 
and  OS  tu  which  ""eticular  pan  imM  ba 
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mixt  eligible  for  the  purpose.  He  thoa|^t  . 
hi8  hon.  Friend  wu  mtstaken  bjr  the  right 
hon.  BaroDet.  His  hon.  Friend  ekfvamj 
■tated  that  the  alteratioQ  would  not  innQve 
the  State  in  the  eicpeuditure  of  a  angle  ihll- 
ling ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  would  be  ! 
a  spur  to  private  enterprise  for  the  fonna-  j 
tion  of  a  nilroad  to  the  selected  port  from  : 
Dublin.  He  particularly  recomraended  his  , 
hon.  Friend  to  withdraw  the  present  mo- 
tion, and  to  bring  forward  the  subject  itt  I 
the  form  of  an  application  for  a  Select ) 
Committee;  an  application  to  which  he 
could  anticipate  no  objection  upon  the  port 
of  the  Government. 

Sir  y.  Blake  was  desiroui  to  confonii 
himself  to  the  wishes  of  the  House.  He 
begged  to  express  his  aclmowledgments  to 
the  noble  Lora,  and  would  adopt  his  sug- 
gestion. He  hoped,  however,  that  the 
tight  hon.  Baronet  would  render  his  further 
interference  unnecessary,  by  intimating  bit 
disposition  to  consider  the  matter  favour- 
ably,  or  at  least,  that  he  would  encourage 
him  to  hope  he  would  not  object  to  the 
Select  Committee,  when  moved  for.  He 
assured  the  rif^t  hon.  Baronet,  that  there 
were  several  ports  on  the  west  coast  of  Ire- 
land already  pteparcd,  and  in  a  condition  to 
receive  the  whole  navy  of  Engtand;  Mt 
there  was  no  tntde,  and  this  measure  would 
cn»te  a  trade  there,  without  iDjurr  to  the 
trade  of  Liverpool.  He  siAled  that  d» 
trade  of  Liverpool  was  too  old  and  too 
gigantic  to  be  transplanted  to  Ireland,  and 
the  effect  of  the  redoubled  interoourw  with 
America  would  be  to  improve,  and  not  to 
diminirii  that  trade. 

Sir  Robert  Pai  would  not  be  seduced  by 
the  sweet  words  of  the  hon.  Bannet  Into  b 
pledge  to  support  a  motion  for  a  Select 
Committee ;  but  he  would  strohdjr  reedm- 
nend  the  hon.  Baronet  to  adopt  uat  oonne, 
and  to  take  ha  chance  for  the  consequrooca. 

Sir  V.  Blake  would  confonta  himself  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  li^t  hen. 
Baronet,  and  would  give  notice  accord- 
ingly. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

House  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF   LORDS, 
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PovHD  BKSJkCH.3  Lotd  AhvImnC 
noted  the  second  Aadiog  of  the  Pound 
Breach  and  Reacne  Bill,  which  th«  nbUe 
Lord  taid,  was  to  extend  the  sane  pnttee- 
tioti  to  cattle  itofionnded  tot  tre^wia  on 
endosed  lands  as  by  the  existing  law,  wu 
giveo  to  cattle  (bond  ttiiying  on  falgh- 
ways. 

Lord  Campbell  said,  if  bis  noble  and 
learned  Friend  on  ihfl  WoolsMik  iiad  read 
tbe  bill,  and  approved  of  it,,  he  (LOrd 
CaMpbell)  should  not  dffer  hn^.dpposilion 
to  the  preseilt  motion.  The. mil  proposed 
to  make  thai  a  crime  whidii  as  iba  law 
stood  at  present,  was  only  n  tnjsde- 
meanoar;  and  he  ttakst  Own  tkit  be 
looked  with  great  jealonsj  to  Kueh  an  u- 
lension  of  jariadiction. 

Hie  Lvrd  Cfcuscstiorwas  not  adjoaiBted 
with  the  proriutws  of  the  bill,  bat  he 
would  sn^^  that  the  bill  might.be  isriI 
a  second  time  no*,  tod  mi^t  be  fiilly 
considered  on  tbe  nwtbn  for  going  into 
committee. 

Bill  nad  a  second  tiae. 


ThkNatt.]  TheEartofi__  , 
•aid,  the  noUe  Earl  opposite  bad,  givM 
riotiee,  yesterday  etpning,  of  a  motion  br 
that  areningi  the  object  <^  wbiob  was  lo 
proeare  iofonnailon  relative  to  tbe  SUM 
expended  for  tnrticalar  periods  op  certain 
braecfael  of  me  naval  setrica.  ne  nw- 
tion,  as  it  appeared  on  tbe  votes,  wu  oC  a 
ver^  conipreiwaute  ebHMter,  and  the 
QOiica  given  wu  so  eEtnkely  abortribat 
he  was  not  fnraished  wilb  tiie  infifivitlm 
Dtcaasary  for  eiilditaf  into  (b«  anijioafc 
He  bad,  bowevert  done  tbe  beat  ha  ewild. 
in  the  coorse  of  one  short  Borningi  l» 
procnie  as  aincb  tnlbrmatioa  aa  pqe- 
ribla,  and  that  ioferaMtioo  ho  woala.ljie 
ssost  bappy  lo  coenMnioatn  to  the  aqUe 
Barl.  ICbowem.  the  ^oble  Cart  wiibid 
M  go  into  a  Htj  wide  diwnmion — n  ik- 
cnssion  on  the,  slate  of  oar  »bo|e  vani 
matariet,  and  the  geoeral  ibeagth  9f  oar 
naval  force  at  pressnt  as  oompond  wilb, a 


tainly  Mb  eiteosite  for  him  to  be  prepared 
to  entvinto  on  the  moraeni.  He  could 
BOI  CoUact  that  information  which  he  waa 
dasiroas  to  impait  lo  their  Lordships  on  bo 
venabotta  notice.  He  thought  that  tbe 
aolfeo  had  not  been  given  in  the  way  in' 
•bid  k, ought  lo  have  been  given,  con-^ 
jiderinf  tbe  extent  und  importance  of  ihe 
•aUeet  10  which  it  related ;  and,  if  thc^ 
none  Bail  would  give  notice  of  motioB' 
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to-day  for  a  future  time,  he  would  be  pre-       The  Earl  of  Hardwieke   ihwuh  lln 

pared  to  meet  it.    The  noble  Earl  had  the  House  was  not  theo  prepared  l»  olB 

told  him  yesterday,  that  he  had  given  his  upon  the  subject,  as    none  of  tlic 

notice  then,  because  he  wanted  to  go  out  estimates  had  been  laid  before  thit 

of  town.     He  wished  that  the  noble  Earl  Those  papers  were  supplied  to  the 

had  given  notice  three  or  four  days  ago,  House  only ,  and  he  thought  it  scij 

and  then  he  should  have  been  prepared  to  sirable  that  some  meaos  should  be 

meet  any  statement  which  the  noble  Earl  to  have  copies  fumithed  to  their 

might  think  proper  to  make.  also. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  said,  there       The  Earl  of  Minto  said,  he  had  Rsly 

might  be  a  question  whether  such  informa-  been  very  onfortuoate  io  hia  endesiSBB 

tion  as  the  noble  Earl  called  for  should  be  to  make  himself  understood.     His 

communicated;   and,   therefore,  if  there  tions  did  not  relate  to  aoy 

were  no  other  reason,  proper  notice  should  present  before  the   House  of 

have  been  given.  but  to  those  of  former  years.     Hi 

The  Earl  of  Minto  said,  he  did  not  was  to  obtain  the  information— Che 

mean  to  raise  a  discussion  on  all  the  sub-  of  which  the  noble  Lord  oompUaei  dL 

jects  to  which  the  noble  Earl  had  alluded.  He  wished  to  know  whether  his 

He  had  no  intention  to  enter  into  a  wider  Friend  intended  tocarry  out  the 

field  than  was  pointed  out  by  his  motion,  of  1841  and   1842,  and  to  what 

or  to  go  into  any  inquiry  as  to  the  general  measuring  by  eighths,  the  rednctiOQ 

state  of  the  noble  Earl's  administration  of  be  carried.    The  noble  Earl  moved  far  s 
those  branches  of  the  subject  to  which  the       «<  Return  of  the  sum  expended  in  the 

motion  related.     What  he  intended  to  do  mentof  wages  to  shipwrights,  other 

referred  chiefly  to  what  had  been  done,  and  labourers,  in  the  following  Dock  , 

and  what  was  about  to  be  done,  under  the  Deptford,  Woolwich  (eiclusive  of  the 

estimates  of  the  other  House  of  Parlia-  fPSme    Manufactory)    Chathui,    » 

ment,  at  two  different  periods      On  that  ^:rA'S^A^^^ 

pomt,  he  conceived  the  noble  Earl  might  i842,  compared  with  the  suois  voted  far  «■ 

have  been   prepared   with  the  necessary  same  service  (Vote  No.  8.)  io  the  Navri 

information.      The   point   on   which   he  mates  for  the  year  1841-2;  alto  iiaiilar~ 

was    most  anxious   to  procure  informa-  from  the  1st  April,  1842,  to  the  latet 

tion  was,  as  to  the   amount  of  expense  for  which  it  can  be  given;  also,  timilar 

incurred   for  building  ships  of  the  line  for  the  same  penods  of  the  sunu  exp 

and   steam-vessels    If  Jr    during   the  £rrrnrL:reoSne*^ 

former   and    the   present   financial   year.  Woolwich  (Vote  No.  8.) ;  and  alto  ~ 

This  was  not  so  new  a  question,  or  so  un-  the  sums  expended  in  each  of  the 

common  a  matter  of  inquiry,  as  the  noble  riodi,  for  the  purchase  and  repair  of 

Earl  seemed  to  suppose.     Such  informa-  machinery,  compared  with  the  siuu  vol 

tion  had  often  been  sought  for.     His  ob-  ^^^  '»am«  service  (Vote  No.  10.%  in  the  Hmg 

ject  was  to  see  the  situation  of  our  naval  Estimates  for  the  years  1841-2  end  18484.* 

force,  under  certain   heads,   before  the  The  noble  Earl  was  understood  to 

passing  of  the  navy  estimates  for  the  pre-  his  regret  that  the  present 

sent  year.    The  subject  was  one  of  very  had  not  paid  sufficient  attention  to 

great  importance ;  but  if  the  noble  Earl  tain  the  efficiency  of  the  navy,  and 

was  not  prepared  to  enter  into  it  at  pre-  they  had  this  year  proposed  a 

sent,  it  was  not  his  wish  to  press  the  dis-  estimate  for  ship-building, 
cussion.  The  Earl  of  Haddington  said,  he 

The  Earl  of  Haddington  had  not  been  explain  the  reason  why  less  had  hecn 

at  all  aware  that  his  noble  Friend  intended  in  the  particular  department  to  which  ths 

to  enter  on  the  navy  estimates  that  were  noble  Earl  referred,  in  the  lest  than  m 

then  debating  in  the  House  of  Commons,  some  preceding  years.   First,  with  reipeot 

At  all  events,  before  entering  into  a  dis-  to  the  building  and  repair  of  line-of-beldt 

cussion  on  the  estimates,  their  Lordships  ships.     The  noble  Earl  must  be  a«an 

ought  to  have  the  documents  before  them,  of  the  great   importance  of  keeping  wf 

When   a  person    filling    his  oftice  gave  repairs.     It  was  better  to  have  the  si ' 

information,  the  public  had  a  right  to  ex-  in  existence  in  good  condition  thaa 

pect  that  that  information  should  be  accu-  leave  them  in  a  deteriorated 

fste,  and  proceed  to  build  new  oocs,    Ii 
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be  difficult  to  give  a  satiifactory  answer 
with  respect  to  the  number  of  eighths,  be* 
cause  the  amount  of  such  depended  upon 
the  size  of  the  vessel.  It  would  take  a 
much  larger  time  to  complete  the  eighth 
of  a  first-rate  than  that  of  an  inferior 
vessel.  The  reason  why  the  number  of 
eighths  appeared  to  be  less  than  usual 
was,  that  a  greater  number  of  large  ships 
was  operated  on  than  was  customary.  In 
order  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the 
work  done,  it  was  necessary  to  look  to  the 
number  of  shipwrights  employed,  and  the 
quantity  of  timber  consumed.  The  quan- 
tity of  timber  in  the  dock-yards  in  1840 
was    13,707  loads  of  50  cubic  feet;  in 

1841,  it  was  15,500  loads;  and  in  1842, 
it  was  14,290.  The  number  of  men  em- 
ployed was  pretty  much  the  same  in  each 
year.  Circumstances,  over  which  the 
Government  had  no  control,  had  caused 
the  new  work  done  to  fall  short  of  that 
designed.  Woolwich  was  the  only  yard 
which  had  a  complete  establishment,  but 
there  the  pressure  for  putting  out  steamers 
had  been  so  great  that  not  more  than  half 
the  other  work  intended  to  be  executed 
in  that  yard  could  be  accomplished.  An* 
other  cause  was  the  state  of  the  demon* 
stration  ships.  In  1840  the  noble  Earl 
took  credit  for  those  ships  being  in  sucb  a 
state  that  they  could  in  a  very  short  time 
be  made  ready  for  going  to  sea.  When, 
however,  those  vessels  came  to  be  ex. 
amined,  they  were  found  to  be  much  out 
of  order,  and  it  was  necessary  to  Uke  the 
shipwrights  off  other  work  and  set  them 
about  repairing  the  demonstration  ships. 
The  repairs  were  nearly  executed,  and 
there  would  soon  be  thirty  sail  of  the  line 
ready  for  sea ;  namely,  ten  in  the  Medway, 
ten  at  PorUmouth,  and  ten  at  Devonport. 
There  were  now  nine  line-of«battle  ships 
being  built  in  the  different  yards.  The 
late  Government,  when  they  quitted  office, 
left  the  slips  filled,  and  designated  succes- 
sors to  the  ships  which  were  then  in 
progress.  It  would  have  been  unjustifiable 
in  the  present  Government  to  order  fresh 
vessels  to  be  built  until  they  were  com- 
pleted, but  orders  had  been  given  to  pre* 
pare  eight  new  frames.  He  would  now 
give  the  House  an  account  of  the  num- 
ber   of   ships    launched    in    1841    and 

1842,  and  the  number  intended  to  be 
launched  in  1843.  In  1841-2,  there  were 
launched  three  line-of-battle  ships,  one 
fifth  rate,  one  sixth  rate,  four  brig^  nine 
steamers,  and  one  liner.  In  1842-3,  then 


would  be  launched  four  ships  of  the  line, 
one  fourth  rate,  one  sixth  rate,  brigs,  five 
steamers,  and  two  liners.  In )  843-4,  there 
would  be  launched  one  ship  of  the  linet 
one  fourth  rate,  two  fifth  rates,  two  sixth 
rates,  three  brigs,  two  steamers,  and  one 
liner.  Under  Uiese  circumstanees,  be 
thought  there  was  no  ground  for  eon- 
tending  that  the  present  Government  was 
not  as  anxious  to  uphold  the  power  of  the 
navy  as  their  predecessors.  In  addition 
to  what  he  had  stated,  he  mtist  obeerve, 
that  the  Government  were  hniMing  four 
new  slips  at  Portsmouth;  at  Plymouth 
there  was  no  room  for  any  more ;  at  Pem- 
broke nearly  five  new  slips  were  finished. 
The  steam  establbhment  at  Woolwich  was 
nearly  completed,  and  it  was  intended  to 
add  to  it  this  year  by  the  purchase  of  Char- 
lotte-place. Other  improvemeols  would 
have  been  e6fected,  but  for  the  presanre 
upon  the  public  finances  at  the  present 
moment.  He  was  sure  it  was  the  poU^ 
of  this  country  to  keep  up  such  n  steam 
force  as  would  set  all  danger  of  infasion  at 
defiance.  He  had  been  called  on,  vm 
unexpectedly,  to  explain  matters  whicn 
more  properly  belonged  to  the  jjallant, 
distingiiisned,  and  experienced  £ord  of 
the  Admiralty,  whose  health  he  hoped 
would  be  ape^ily  restored. 

The  Earl  of  Mmio  replied,  and  ad* 
mitted  that  the  explanation  of  tba  noUa 
Earl  opposita  bad  gone  Aur  to  rMOfi  hk 
uneasinesa.  * 

The  Earl  of  Hardmicte  obeervedt  that 
the  consumption  of  timber  in  tba  vrmnh, 
and  the  number  of  labooren  amployid, 
had  been  nearly  the  same  daring  tba  last 
three  years ;  and  therefore,  if  tba  work 
was  done,  whether  on  new  diipa  or  on 
old,  the  pnUic  woaM  ba  aatisMd.  Ha 
thought  the  nobia  Eari  at  tba  head  of  tba 
Admhraity  would  do  veil  to  turn  his  attan- 
tion  in  tba  conatraetion  of  steam  ahipa  to 
the  abandonment  of  timber  for  iron. 

The  Earl  of  Haddbigtom  daellnad  to 
take  upon  bimadf  the  responsibility  of 
such  a  cbaaga.  Ha  woald  not  say  any* 
thing  againac  iron  s  bnt  he  eoild  not  say 
that  all  steam  ahipa  abonU  ba  of  iron. 

Lord  AMmim  vary  nwcb  donblad 
whether  it  woaM  not  be  batter  to  leave 
tbeea  mattare  to  tboea  who  wavlakObd  in 
them,  instead  of  laying  bare  to  iba  pnUla 
eye  all  oar  naval  impfovaasants. 

The  Dnka  of  mUiHgim  said,  I  am 
vary  much  oUigad  lo  my  nobla  Friend 
ibr  that  aaggastion.    I  tbaaght'  it  poaiBila 
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that  this  debate  might  come  to  the  issue 
which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  it  has;  and  I 
therefore  endeavoured  to  put  a  stop  to  it. 
The  whole  discussion  has  turned  upon 
this:  the  late  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty brought  forward  a  number  of  charges 
against  the  present  First  Lord ;  the  ronse- 
quence  of  which  is,  that  the  whole  arcana 
of  the  important  offices  which  they  filled 
is  made  known  to  the  whole  world. 

The  Earl  of  Minio :  I  really  cannot  see 
why  this  House  should  be  debarred  from 
the  discussion  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant subjects  that  can  be  mooted  in  it. 
I  have  myself,  at  no  distant  period,  been 
obliged,  with  notice  and  without  notice,  to 
enter  much  more  intricately  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  what  arc  called  the  arcaria  of 
State  than  anything  that  has  elapsed  to- 
night; and  this  has  been  done,  certainly, 
without  rebuke.  I  cannot  for  the  life  of 
me,  understand  how  any  foreign  State  can 
obtain  more  information  from  what  has 
occurred  to-night  than  what  can  be  had  in 
the  Navy  List,  and  in  the  estimates  of 
work  in  the  dock-yards. 

Lord  Colchester  understood  himself  to 
be  alluded  to,  though  not  by  name,  by  the 
noble  Earl.  He  had  certainly  made  many 
motions  on  the  subject  of  the  navy ;  but 
he  recollected  that  the  last  return  which 
he  asked  for  concerning  the  preparation 
of  ships  was  withdrawn. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  :  As  the  noble 
Earl  (the  Earl  of  Minto)  has  alluded  to 
motions  coming  from  that  opposition  to 
which  it  was  my  lot  to  belong  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  I  beg  to  ask  him,  whether  I 
ever  put  any  question  or  made  any  mo- 
tion which  could  be  the  slightest  inconve- 
nience to  the  public  service  ?  I  remon- 
strated against  this  motion  being  brought 
on,  but  the  noble  Earl  persevered. 

The  Earl  of  Minto :  The  noble  Duke 
may  rest  assured  I  did  not  allude  to  him 
when  I  said  I  had  had  to  answer  very  in- 
tricate questions  from  the  other  side  when 
I  was  in  the  Government.  I  am  quite 
aware  there  is  no  one  who  can  he  more 
safely  appealed  to  in  all  questions  of  the 
public  interest.  I  do  not  recollect,  how. 
ever,  that  the  noble  Duke  ever  checked 
those  discussions. 

The  EaH  of  Haddins>ton  said,  that  the 
eiplanation  which  he  had  given  he  consi- 
dered  was  only  an  act  of  justice  to  the 
department  over  which  he  presided. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  Wluirncliffu  moved  the  sr 
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cond  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

Agreed  to;  and  tb«  H 
till  Monday. 
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MrmjTBs.]    BiLU. 

Pcnattio. 

Priiwlr.— !"■   NprUuuoqptoQ 
PcTiTioiis  Prbbbiitid.    FroBi  IfovlMy*  iBi 

Amending  Uw  Irish  Poof-ltw 

from  Hflrefovdp  Norwitbi  Yivk* 

and  the  Diocoe  of  BaUi  and  Wdli, 

astidl  Courts  BilL— Fran  WhUlnni.  ftr  ■  I 

Uie  Scotch  Chinch  QiiwHw     ■ 

J.  Y.  Duller,  UitA  Notnyi,  ^nd 

Walsall,  Dyaerth,  Wert  Andovcr. 

lege,  Loodon,  agahiit  ttie  Vvdam  mt  Hhm 

and  Bangor.— Fram  Lampa,  aai  tlw 

dale,  for  Amendhy  the  TIttw  Ad.  iBy  Sk  ■,  1^ 

flrom  a  llisuooary  Society, 

Proclamation.— Frran  Wig 

and  Colharics  Act.— Ftam  Huammm^,^  ^MW  tf  iP 

Irish  Poor-law  AcL— From  Ottcry.  St. 

English  Poor-law. — By  Sir  G. 

Hawcs,  and  Cobdoa,  flrom  ilawiafc. 

and  Preston,  for  the  Total  and  Imme^nm  B^iriflf  $e 

Corn-laws.  —From  Bromwidi,  Walaint 

Churdi  Extensioii.~Fram  W1llia» 

hert  Vinall.  against  tte 

Health  in  Towns.— Fmm  Norvlck,  9m  Ite 

Property  Tax.— By  Locd  John 

chMits  oir  Bombay,  te  i 


GOMPEIISATIOV      TO      OwiVM     Mb^ 

ciiAVTs.]    Lord  /•  RmmmU 
a  question  to  the  righl  bo*, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Biehaqi 
subject  of  the  petition  he  hml 
previously  from  Bombny,     H% 
ascertain  the  cautas  of  the  Mof 
had  taken  place  in  the  payaMit  •! 
indemnity  for  the  opium 
the  Chinese.     The  right  hon. 
had  suted  that  some  inquiry  «•■  u 
made  this  year  as  to  tht   wilmB  of 
opium.     He  begged  to  oak 
inquiry  had  yet  been  made,  or 
proceeding,  or  was  inleiidod?- 
(ime  it  was  likely  to  be 
whether  there  was  any  vnlid 
the  payment  of  the  indemnity  f 

The  Chancellor  of  ihs 
he  had  alrciidy  apprised  certaia 
interested  in  the  payment  for  tko 
that  until  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
China,  it  was  impossible  that  ^ 
could  act  on  the  stipulatioas 
tained.     The  ratification  on 
hecii  sent  out  from  this  coaatry  i  h 
probably  toon  be  exchanged  with 
nese  government,  and  then  ber  Majooqfll 
(lovrrument  would  be  enabled  la  takai 
III  fulfilment  of  th-*  conditioQ  of  the 
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With  respect  to  (hepaymeot  of  indemiiity, 
so  anxious  was  [he  Government  to  pTMrsol 
any  delay  in  the  lettlement  of  tne  juflt 
claima  of  the  opinm  holders,  that  Tfference 
had  been  made  to  India  and  China,  and 
when  the  inquiry  into  the  claima 
completed,  reports  would  be  received  from 
both  those  quarters,  on  which  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  would  be  able  ma- 
turely to  form  their  judgment. 

OfFtCBU   OF  TUB  MsRCAVriLE   Na- 

VY.]  Captain  FitzToi/  begged  iq  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gantlemao,  the  VifG-Prwident 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  whether  it  va*  lh« 
intenlion  of  QoTetnmant  to  bring  forwan) 
any  measure  respecting  the  exam > nation 
of   masters   and    males   in  our  qierebant 

Mr.  Oiadttone  taid.  that  a  sonnittM 
was  now  employed  in  investigating  thii 
subject.  It  wu  not  likely  that  cnminittee 
would  take  any  great  length  of  time  to 
bring  its  investigationa  to  a  close ;  npon  ita 
report  wouU  depend  the  coune  whitdi  the 
Govern  me  nt  would  take. 

Supply — Natiomal  Ritbhok  a¥d 
ExpBHDiTURB— State  op  thk  Cooiti 
TKv.]  Mr.  Hume,  od  the  Order  of  tha 
Day  being  read  foe  gojog  into  a  cominittes 
of  supply  OD  the  Navy  Ealiiqatea,  saij. 
that  he  was  anaioua  to  call  (he  aiUntiOR 
of  the  House,  and  of  the  GovarnneDt,  to 
the  present  itate  of  the  levenne  tod  the 
expenditure  oa  compared  with  foraatr 
years,  and  to  the  condition  of  the  hidiMlry 
of  the  country  at  this  time.  He  had  been 
aniioua  to  state  hia  opiqiona  on  that 
important  aubjeet  on  the  late  motion  of 
Lord  Howick,  to  conaider  (liat  part  of  her 
Majetly's  Speech,  which  auLad, 

"  That  the  diminished  receipt  of  the  ordi- 
nary sources  of  revenue  must  in  pert  be  altri. 
baled  to  ths  leduoed  conMunption  of  Baay 
article*  caused  by  the  depreiaion  of  the  imm- 
facluring  indiiatry  of  the  coontiv,  wbid)  |ibsso 
long  prevailed,  sod  which  bar  Majeatj  Jus  fO 
deeply  lamented ." 

But  he  had  not  then  an  oppoftflnitf. 
He  must  t^erva,  that  altbougb  the  dcbaU 
bad  continued  for  Ave  nighiit  no  hon. 
Member  had  adverted  to  the  amount  of  iIm 
diminution  of  the  revenue.or  tp  the  OMaas 
producing  it,  which  he  (Hr.  Hum)  foq,- 
•idered  as  the  beat  iseaas  of  briogiwtlM 
coeditioo  of  the  country  fairly  befhn  Pafr 
bameot.  He  submitled  to  ibo  Hoaao 
that    it   ought    Ia  b*   Uw 
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and  of  thepropoted  asMndiisia  Ami  the 
cenent  yearlaid  beforo  tnoa  praviQaaly  l» 
being  called  upop  to  >ot«  apy  p«rt  of  iba 
eetlaaatei  for  the  naval  tad  Military  Mr* 
vices,  and  he  vagtatied  Ibat  the  Oevtnr 
ment  had  not  tdqlted  that  plan.  Hewoald 
therefore  state,  that  it  appeaial  fma  Iha 
annual  flnanea  aeeouni*,  that  from  tha 
years  1831  to  1841.  lb*  toul  ctms  rer»> 
nue  of  the  cguntry  bid  bnp  pfMarly  the 
same  amount  >n  each  year,  varying  from 
5i,000,000f.  to  52.000,0001.  aterling. 
but  that,  the  expenditarP  >4  ih»  ume 
period  had  varieq  from  fbrty-olgbt  and 
a-half  to  fifty-four  and  ft  bl^f  nfiltioni 
sterling.  It  woa  important  lo  a  correct 
view  of  the  state  of  the  finances  to  look 
at  them  for  the  la*t  ten  years  past,  and  to 
DndersUnd  cinrly  ibM  lb<  wnvont  of 
uies  recatsed  fnm  ib«  imMm  b«d  «M 
been  diminishod  to  any  txtsot  uQtil  vitbjn 
the  (MM  jm,  »ht«  be  ihmld  iheir  f  4 
staraiingdMiraHs;  irnd  fn  would  ftvibfV 
sty,  that  tha  Mkimca  to  tli^  B«i3ti«iHr 
was  pradifltd  eiitii»)y  Of  «w  Mpwdjliua, 
which  be  (Kr.  H«m)  tmUH4^  bwl  rM 
along  baan  «nJHt  wd   anqiU^  hr-^ 

Prom  ilie  years  la.H  to  ia;)5,    ',_; 

diture  had  been  reduced  from  QftTM 
ft  half  lo  forty-eight   and  a  hair 

jng.  But  from  1836  lo  1842,  it  hl4- 
iDCreaaed  from  forty-eight  and  s  halftQ" 
fifty-four  and  a  half  millions  sterliag. 
During  the  five  years  1832  to  I33Q, 
thftre  had  been  a  surplus  revenue  Qf 
7,487,030',  surplus  of  revenue,  in  183^, 
814,753/.:  in  1843,  1,513,034/.;  in  1834^ 
1,003,186/.;  in  1835,  1,6-20,940/.;  jn 
1896.2,130,092/.;  total  surplus  in  fiv« 
jfqrs  of  revenue  over  expenditure^ 
7,487,030/. ;  but  during  the  last  six  year*,: 
IfWi  1837  lo  1841,  the  expenditure  hatf^ 
axfteeded  l|ie  inqoine  by  1 0,183,659/.  j  ei« 

of  expenditure  over  revenue  in  1837* 
ftjfi,760/. ;  in  1838,345,228/.;  in  1839, 
I,fil2,79a/.;  in  184P,  \,5M.97ll.;  in 
)S41,  2.101,36a/. :  in  1843,  3.979.639/, (, 
tW'  excessof  expenditure  in  sixyears,  oveF' 

lue  10,138,659/.;  and,  by  that  meanft: 
tin  rinnncial  difficulties  of  the  country  l)t(| 
b9«n  brought  on.  He  did  not  blani^  lhs~ 
rii^t  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel)  for  thaf 
ift^ease,  so  much  as  he  did  the  late  Minist 
tra,  although  he  must  say,  that  both  side* 
gf  the  House  were  culpable  in  having  un>  . 
HMIetsarily  increased  ths  military  eslablistt- 
iMIits  of  the  country.  The  eslrinaies  (qt 
()k  current  year   1843-4,   have  been  m^ 
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doced  by  the  sum  of  832,635/.  below   than  io   1841-29    as   appean   tnm  Ai 
those  of  1842-3;  but,  as  the  expenditure  ,  balance  sheets  of  the    net 


of  the  year  1842-3,  exceeded  that  of  the 
preceding  year  1841-2,  by  nearly  the  same 
amoont  the  expenditure  of  the  current 
year  will  be  thus  brought  back  only  to 
that  of  1841-2.  The  expenditure,  exclu- 
sive of  the  charges  of   collection,    was 

in  1841-2,  50,185,729/.,  and  in  1842-3,  j  crease  in  this  year  of  823,635l.-^n 
50,945,170,  or  759,441/.  in  1842-3,  more  i 


expenditure  for  those  yeara.  By  tfca 
ment  in  his  hand,  the  estimalM  tot  Ai 
Naval  and  Military  aerricea,  on  thai 
year  already  laid  before  the  Hoaae^i 
ed  to  14,457,235/.,  whiiat  thcMe  of  IMM. 
amounted  to  15,289,8201.,  dieviof  a  d^ 


1842-3. 

The  Navy  Estimates  were  . .         ..       6,818^173 
The  Army         Ditto          . .         . .       6,364,426 
The  Ordnance    Ditto         ..         ..       2,107,271 

1843-4. 

6,382,990 
6,225,103 
1,849,142 

DBCRKASB   IW 

1843-4. 

435,183 
139,333 
258.190 

£15,289,870 

£14,457,235 

£832,635 

The  House  had  voted  100,846  men  and 
officers  (exclusive  of  28,635,  for  the  East 
Indies),  and   to  retain   the   whole    year 
95, 1 06  for  the  regular  army ;  it  is  proposed 
to  keep  up  39,000  seamen  and  marines 
for  the  navy,  and  8,577  men  and  officers 
for  the  artillery  department,  making  in  the 
aggregate   142,683  officers  and  men  for 
the  naval  and  military  service  of  the  cur- 
rent year,  exclusive  of  the  staff  of  eighty- 
nine  regiments  of  disembodied  militia  in 
Great  Britain,  and  of  thirty-eight  regi- 
ments in  Ireland ;  and  exclusive  of  14,664 
yeomanry  corps  in  Great  Britain,  and  of 
near    20,000     regularly    trained    police 
in  the  United  Kingdom.    That  was,  he 
contended,  an  armed  force  not  required 
in  time  of  peace,  and  a  large  portion  of  it 
in  the  present  state  of  the  finances,  ought 
immediately  to  be  reduced.     He  saw  no 
reason  why  the  establishments  should  not 
be  reduced   to    what  they  were   in   the 
year    1835-6,    when    Parliament    voted 
81,272  men  of  all  ranks  for  the    army; 
26,500    seamen    and    marines    for    the 
naval  service,  and  7,752  for  the  engineers 
and   artillery ;    making   an  aggregate  of 
115,223  men  and  officers  for  that  year, 
instead  of  142,683  as  proposed  for  this 
year.     The  expenditure  would  be  found 
to    bear  a   proportionate    increase.      In 
1835-6,  the  charge  for  the  army,   navy, 
and  ordnance,    was    11,657,846/.— Pay- 
ments of  the   army,  6,486,143/.;  navy, 
4,099,429/.;  ordnance,  1,151,914,  total, 
11.657,486/.     In  1835-6,  the  charge  for 
the  army,  and  navy,  and  ordnance  was, 
1 1 ,657,846,   whilst,   for  the  year  ended  ] 
July  lust,  the  charge  runs   16.169,030/., 
being  no  less  than  4,511,544/.  more  in 


this  year  than  in  1835-6.     It 

account  for  (hat  great  iDcreaae  of 

by  the  unjust,    and   meddling  pol^T 

the  late  ministry  and  be  hoped  a 

would  be  learned,  therefrom »  and 

useful  for  the  future*    In  1836,  the 

politic  and  oppressive  acta  of  the 

ment  in  Canada  rendered  the 

who  only  demanded  responaible 

ment  discontented;  and    1 0,000 

troops,  with  a  large  naral  force, 

out  to  coerce  them ;  and  thia  oovatiy 

been  at  the  expense  of  one  and  a  qi 

millions  yearly,  in  maintaining  that 

tary  force  there  until  last  Autama, 

the  right  hon.  Baronet  conceded  the 

demands  of  the  Canadiana — givi 

responsible  Government  and  peaea, 

contentment  have  been  the  fraita  of 

act  of  justice,  and  sound  policy. 

thanked  the  right  bon.  Baronet  lor 

act.    It  is  stated  that  3,000  of  the 

troops  have  been  withdrawn  from 

and  he  (Mr.  Hume)  saw  no 

10,000  should  not  be  brought 

disbanded,  by  which  more  than  one 

sterling  of  cxpences,  would  be  saaad, 

that  would  enable  the  Goverament  to 

off  the  import  duty  on  cotton,  and  on 

which   now,    injured    our    laannhct 

The  Canadians  did  not  require  any  troapa 

to  protect  their  Government,  and  he  aa(- 

mitted  that  not  more  than  2,000  ranhn 

should  be  left  in  the  whole  of  BritiahNailh 

America.— In  1839  the  noble  Loid  (Pd* 

merston)  began  to  interfere  in  ihe  aSan 

of  Syria,  and  that  meddling  poliey  arhaia 

no  British  interest  was  concerned,  and  lii 

to  an  expense  of  near  two  millioai 

since  that  lime,  and  had  foither 


::i 


1S81  ExptndUm— 

anaich;  and  war,  where  all  before  his  in- 
terference was  Kcurity  and  peace.  In 
proof  of  the  heavy  charge  lo  England,  he 
would  alate  that  in  1821  we  had  only 
twelve  ships  of  war,  all  sizes,  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  Sir  George  Cockburn 
had  staled,  in  evidence,  before  the 
Finance  Committee  in  I82S,  that  he 
was  not  aware  that  more  than  seven  or 
eight  ships  would  be  required  in  time  of 
peace,  to  protect  the  trade  of  the  country 
in  that  sea.  But  by  the  interference  in 
the  aiFairs  of  Turkey  we  had  offended 
France  and  risked  the  peace  of  Europe. 
We  had  while  professing  lo  be  at  peace, 
carried  war  lo  the  coasts  of  Syria,  where  in 
February  and  March  1841  we  had  fifty 
ships  of  war  of  all  siiei  carrying  1,834 
guns,  and  15,074  men,  Tlie  waste  of 
life  and  properly  was  great,  and  all  to 
gratify,  apparently,  some  private  object  of 
the  noble  Lord  at  the  expenie  of  the 
nation.  He  did  not  deny  that  our  navy 
had  manifested  great  vigour  and  great 
power,  and  that  they  had  acquired  pro- 
fessional glory  in  their  attacks  upon  Syria, 
but  it  was  in  a  bad  cause,  those  efforts 
ought  to  have  been  reserved  for  a  better 
one.  The  war  with  China  now  happily 
terminated  was  another  cause  of  the  in- 
crease of  our  naval  force.  He  mentioned 
all  these  acts  of  a^ressioui  on  our  part, 
as  the  causes  of  the  increased  expenditure, 
and  he  called  upon  the  House  to  bring 
back  the  establishments  to  a  moderate 
scale.  The  differences  with  the  United 
States  had  been  happily  settled — respon- 
sible governifient  had  been  given  to  Canada 
— Syria  had  been  delivered  over  to  the 
Porte— peace  had  been  concluded  with 
China,  and  there  was  no  plea  for  supporting 
such  war  establishments  in  time  of  peace. 
Upon  these  grounds  he  applied  lo  the 
light  hon.  Baronet  to  reconsider  the  esti- 
mates for  the  ensuing  year,  and  to  make 
at  least  a  reduction  commensnrate  with 
the  deficiency  of  the  revenue.  It  was  la- 
mentable lo  observe  in  the  estimates,  that 
the  half-pay  and  pensions  and  all  the  in- 
effective charges  continue  n^ily  aa  high 
as  Uiey  were  immediately  after  the  wtr 
twenty  years  ago  The  Honse  was  now 
called  upon  to  continue  these  large  war 
establishments  in  a  time  of  profonnd  peace, 
although  the  revenue  was  giving  way  Id 
every  branch,  and  although  the  commerce 
and  the  manufactures  of  the  country,  the 
teal  sources  of  our  wealth  were  decreasing 
every  day.  He  could  scarcely  believe  that 
VOL.  LXVI.    {J^} 
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the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  really  awara 
of  the  distressed  state  of  the  country,  or 
instead  of  standing  still,  he  would  en- 
deavour by  farther  advances  towards  free- 
trade  to  afford  relief  to  prevent  the  dis- 
tress from  becoming  universal.  He  (Mr- 
Hume)  would  read  the  resolution  of  the 
Common  Council  of  the  City  of  LondoOf 
on  the  8th  of  December  last,  exhibiting 
in  his  opinion  the  most  correct  view  of  ths 
state  of  the  trade  and  industry  of  the 
country,  which  he  had  seen  ;  and  having 
been  agreed  to  by  the  Corporation  of 
London,  rendered  it  worthy  of  terions  at- 
tention, 
UuHPRaET,  S&Hfor. 

"  A  Common  Coundl  holden  in  the  Cham- 
ber of  the  Guildhall  of  the  <!ily  of  London,  on 
Thursday,  the  8th  da;  of  December,  1343, 

"  Resolved,  that  the  conlinued  and  increas- 
ing depression  of  the  mannfadnring,  oom^ 
merdsl,  and  agricultural  interests  of  iMsconn- 
try,  and  the  wide  spreading  distress  of  tha 
working  dssses,  are  mostalanning;  manafl». 
torsTs  without  a  market,  and  shipping  wilhoot 
a  freigbt,  capital  witbont  investment,  tnda 
widiont  a  proAl,  and  famien  turnggUns 
under  a  system  of  high  rents,  with  prices  ftlf 
ing  «s  tbe  means  of  ooHnnption  &il;'  a 
working  population  ra^Mly  inonssing,  and.a 
daily  decreasing  demand  (or  its  labow;  anion 
houses  overSovriog  as  workshops  are  deserted ; 
Corn-laws  to  restiain  importation,  and  indoo- 
ing  a  starving  peofde  to  i^pai  tbe  laws  of 
their  conntry  with  a  deep  sense  of  tbeii  in- 
justice. These  bets  cill  fbr  the  immodiaia 
application  of  adequate  remedies." 

He  (Mr.  Hume)  called  upon  tb«  right 
boo.  Baronet,  in  Uie  language  of  that  ia> 
solution,  to  apply  the  adequate  remediea, 
and  to  apply  them  before  it  was  too  late* 
These  remedies  were  iba  repeal  of  tba 
Corn-laws  and  the  remoral  or  all  realrie- 
liooB  and  protective  dntiee  on  trade ;  to- 
gether with,  a  laq^  redoetioD  of  tba 
taxation  of  the  country.  All  our  auf- 
ferings  are  caused  bj  heavy  taxation  and 
by  the  reatrictioiis  on  trade,  and  chiefly  In 
lud  commercial  laws.  No  effeet  ever  Al- 
lowed iie  ciuia  more  directly  than  tbe  di. 
miDution  of  our  trade,  tbe  decreaia  of  e^ 
ployment,  the  increase  of  poverty  aad 
crime,  have. followed  monopoly  aod  beavj! 
taxation  ;  and  there  is  no  appearanee  that 
these  effects  will  cease,  until  their  eUHi 
are  removed.  Having  pointed  out  tlw 
causes  of  the  increased  expeaditme,  bo 
would  now  point  oiil  the  extent  of  tba  de- 
crease in  the  ordinary  revenue  of  tbe 
country  in  the  Inst  year  iilluded  to  io  bw 
Majesty's  speech,  tbe  right  hon.  BarOMt 
2T 
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which  the  new  tariff  would  mftke  ii  At 
price  of  food  and  other  articks  of  cm> 
sumption.  That  was  a  great  miatahtaB 
the  part  of  the  right  hoa.  BuinmC.  Be 
would  find  that  almost  every  |iei 
ject  to  the  tax  was  diacharginf 
carriages,  and  servants,  or  redociaf  hk 
expenses  in  some  other  way  to  aaeet  Ifca 
charge  upon  his  income.  Tbeae  mhe> 
tions  fell  chiefly  on  the  workiiv 
and  partly  on  the  reveooe-— both 
suffer.  A  large  proportioop  perfaapa  71 
l>er  cent  of  the  public  revenae  was  deriiei 
from  taxes  upon  articles  of  general  eoi^ 
sumption  by  the  mass  of  the  people^  sack 
as  sugar,  butter,  cheese^  raisioSy  beer  ' 
and  the  low  wages  and  want  of 
sufficiently  accounted  for  their  ii 
to  purchase,  and  for  the  deficiency  of  tie 
Revenue.  Unless,  therefore,  aoaaeilMif 
was  soon  done  to  give  employment  la  Ika 
people,  and  to  increase  their  abUte  la 
consume  their  usual  articles,  the  oidiaaij 
revenue  must  continue  to  decline,  and  Ifca 
deficiency  of  the  Revenue  would  aoen  ha 
so  great,  that,  instead  of  getting 
Income-tax,  at  the  end  of  three 
contemplated,  it  would  be  reqaiaite  la 
increase  that  tax  to  10  per  cent  ond 


in  his  speech  on  the  budget  on  the  llth 
of  March  1842  estimated  the  net  ordinary 
revenue  for  the  current  year  at  48,350,000/. 
but  we  had  realised  much  less  than  that 
estimate.  The  total  ordinary  revenue  for 
the  year  ending  5th  of  January  1842  was 
47,915,720/.;  for  the  year  ending  5lh 
January  1843,  only 46,700,890/.  Showing 
an  apparent  deficiency  of  1 ,21 0,68  U.  But 
the  sum  of  1,882,585/.  arising  from  casuul 
revenue  must  be  added  to  that  deficiency, 
and  then  the  real  decrease  will  be 
3,099,216/.  in  the  year,  that  sum  of 
1,882,585/.  was  made  up  of  571,055/. 
from  income-tax,  of  410,000/.  silver  re- 
ceived from  China,  and  of  801,530/.  re- 
ceived  in  duty  on  corn  more  than  in  the 
previous  year.  Duties  received  from  im- 
ports of  corn  in  1841,575,407/.;  in  1842 
1,376,937/.;  making  801,530/.  more  in 
1842  than  in  1841.  If  the  net  revenue  for 
the  quarter  ending  5th  January,  1 843,  from 
Customs,  Excise,  Stamps  and  Taxes,  be 
compared  with  the  quarter  ending  5th 
January,  1842,  the  decrease  amounts  to 
1,379,057/.  at  which  rate  the  decrease  in 
the  four  quarters  ensuing  will  amount  to 
5,516,228,  viz.,  in  customs  a  decrease 
of  581,185/.;    in   Excise,    717,262;    in 

Stamps  56,763/. ;  in  Tuxes  and  Crown  |  property.  It  appeared  from  the 
lands  23,047/.;  making  in  the  quarter  |  on  the  Customs' Duties,  that  29,O00jMi 
1,379,857/.  The  right  hon.  Daronei :  out  of  the  23,000,000  of  Cusioaat*  D» 
it  was  said,  expected  to  receive  between  I  ties  were  derived  from  seventeen  artidsB 
five  and  six  millions  sterling  from  the  in-  !  imported.  Those  articles  were  all  of 
coine-tax,  instead  of  the  3,900,000/.  which  i  primary  necessity,  and  consamed 
he  estimated  in  March  last.  He  (Mr.  by  the  working  classes,  and  bj  ej 
Hume)  doubted  that  amount,  but  ii'it  were  the  list  on  that  report  they  would 
raised,  it  would  only  increase  the  general  the  decrease  of  consumption  moat 
distress  and  cause  greater  deficiency  in  the  Revenue.  He  would  state  tiM 
the  ordinary  revenue.  The  ilecreaso  of  crease  on  some  of  them.  The  average 
revenue  arose  from  the  decrease  of  the  of  sugar  had  been  less  in  1842  than  a 
consumption  of  articles  paying  excise  and  of  the  previous  five  years-^i  had 
customs  duties,  and  poverty  amongst  the  only  345.  9(/.  |)er  cwt.^  and  yet  the  qi 
industrious  classes  was  the  cause  of  that  ttty  consumed  had  been  less  than  in  IMI9 
decicast\  lit*  must  further  observe,  that  and  the  llevenue  had  been  240,0001. 
a  gri*at  mistake  had  been  rommitied  by  The  consumption  of  cheese,  butter, 
the  right  hon.  Baronrt,  in  increasing  the  &c.,  had  all  decreased  one-lbnrth* 
taxation  by  im|>osing  the  income-tax.  lie  was,  indeed,  a  general  decrease  of 
h.ul  stated  when  that  tax  was  undtT  dis-  trade  ;uid  nsvtgation  of  the  rrrnnirr  ihs 
cussion  that  the  amount  of  .'>2,(HH),00(>/.  harlnturs  were  full  of  ships  nnraiplnfed, 
sterling  raised  in  x\\v  past  yoar,  was  more  and  t'vory  branch  of  commerce 
than  the  state  uf  truilo  and  rommorri*  and  prossetl.  Workmen  in  ihousaada 
the  gonvr.il  circumstances  ot'  I  ho  rountry  wiihout  uoik,  and  vagrancy  and  ciii 
uonid  brar.  It  was  a>stTlod  that  thai  lax  the  inrreisc.  I'nless,  therefore,  the  t^ 
wouhl  not  fall  upon  the  \\k\ox~  th.it  pi  r-  hon.  haronet  ^avo  us  free-trade, 
sons  having;  more  ino>mi'  than  l.'>0/.  a  (>•' unublf  to  kot^p  up  the  present  ta: 
\ear  wituM  pay  the  Income  tax.  ainl  th.it  ol'thi*  eountix.  The-  public  failh  wiib  lia 
iho^e  pei^^niiN  ha«iit^)t>s  umilil  in  1  ii\  puhhe  «'it  ili(>  1  Mituld  t't- eiidan^VTMl, 
aiiv.   bill    l»e    leluMJ    l>v    (hi-   it«lii«  iui:i    tii  rmtioiu  J  the  1  luu&e  not  to  drive 
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ters  to  exlremM,  and  riik  ths  ihmmhI 
consequences  which  we  wera  threatened  : 
by  the  preieot  courH  of  monopoljT  aodj 
extravagance.  The  land  deaerved  Hs 
value  Tor  the  trade  of  the  coutiiry,  and 
the  taxea  of  the  country  were  princi- 
pally paid  by  thoae  who  earned  it?  And 
he,  therefarc,  warned  the  landed  Qea> 
tiemen,  and  the  nrnnted  men  not  to  per- 
severe in  the  support  of  monopoltea  which 
were  undermining  the  real  sources  of  our 
weulih.  Out  legislation  of  last  year  had  \ 
injured  the  shiiiping  of  the  country  ;  when 
the  tariff  was  passed,  he  (Mr.  Hii'me)  had  < 
strongly  obiecled  to  the  export  duty  on , 
coals,  and  the  returns  now  before  Ui  were,  i 
he  thought,  a  strong  proof  of  the  impolicy  , 
o(  that  tax.  In  the  six  months  ending  | 
5lh  January,  1842,  when  there  was  no 
duty,  there  were  948,227  tons  of  coali 
exported.  In  the  six  months  ending  Aih 
January,  1  (343,  afler  the  duty  was  im^msed, 
the  quantity  exported  was  only  621,149 
tons,  showing  a  decrease  of  327,078  tons, 
which  would  have  given  cargoea  to  1,638 
colliers  of  200  ions  each.  That  lax  tbd 
Corn-laws  might  explain  and  account  for 
the  deplorable  state  of  the  British  ship, 
ping,  and  yet,  strange  to  aay,  the  ahip- 
<)  wners  generally  supported  all  tnoDoiiolief. 
It  free-trade  was  tally  carried  out.  Ens- 
land,  being  the  grealeat  market  in  the 
world,  would  be  as  cheap  if  not  the  cheap- 
eat ;  and  our  artiiani  and  mercbanta, 
being  thereby  placed  on  an  equality  with 
the  rest  of  the  world  ai  to  tbe  price  of  the 
necessaries  of  life,  would  soon  revive  from 
their  present  depreaaed  stale, and  the  |»b- 
lic  revenue  would  at  the  same  time  re- 
cover. The  pretenl  is  tbe  time  to  aet  the 
example  to  the  world,  of  a  detenninad 
liberal  ayslem  of  trade  by  at  once  admit> 
ling  corn  from  America,  ai  it  ia  quite  cer- 
tain that  for  every  bushel  imported  an 
equivalent  value  of  manufacturas  wonld 
be  exported,  and  thua  work  »d  wagM 
would  immediately  be  given  b>  ibe  unan. 
ployed,  and  revenue  lo  the  Slat*.  Both 
coonttiea  wuntd  b«nefil  frok  that  frw- 
trade,  and  the  example  woukl  be  followed 
soon  by  the  rest  of  the  world.  Bogland 
would  soou  become  ai  she  haa  befiive  been, 
prosperous  and  happy.  Ha  was  confident 
that  the  trade  and  mannfactvm  of  ibe 
country  could  not  be  all  raliawsd  tnifl  ibe 
abolition  of  all  protectivo  dvliea;  aad 
Ihat  consideration  brought  him  beck  to 
the  Corn-laws  e>  the  great,  ihongh  not 
tbe  only  catife  of   the  prMtnl  appaUag 
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diitreaa.  The  Ami  Corn-law  League,  thkt 
much  raaligiwd  asaociation,  had  bean 
chafed  with  deiiring  to  obtain  TrM-lndn 
in  food,  and  yet  to  keep  up  protectiM  fiir 
tlieir  mauufacturea.  But  th%t  wu  not 
true  i  at  the  first  meelins  of  thia  aasocis* 
tion  they  pasaed  the  following  roaoln* 
thin: — 

"That  this  nweting,  while  itdtmandaAe 
total  Bod  onoonditiaMl  repeal  of  all  law^  la- 
posing  dnliea  upon,  or  rartrietkig  tbe  itopoit- 
alion  of  com,  and  other  articles  of  subsistence, 
ii  prepared  to  resign  all  duns  to  prolaetion 
on  boma  manufacture*,  and  to  carry  out  la 
their  fullest  extent,  both  as  it  respects  agrlcvl- 
ture  and  maou^ture,  the  true  and  peacefal 
principles  of  free-trade,  by  removing  all  ex- 
ittiog  obslaole*  to  the  aoreiirieiad  intatdMngo 
of  industry  and  capital  ansoog  all  natioaa.'' 

''  XoMfca,  Bwhm'i  Bstcf, 
M  Jmmary,  1839." 

He  also  held  in  hia  band  ■  reaolnliwi  of 
the  Dundee  merchanta  in  July  lUS, 
which,  Bi  far  aa  that  great  branch  Ibe  linn 
trade  waa  concerned,  waaconclnaln. 

"That  while  thia  meeting  tiuam  as  a  nata- 
ral  and  inherent  right  the  privilege  of  ex- 
changing  the  productions  of  thdr  iadnilry 
freely  with  tlie  ooni  and  provisioaa  of  otlM 
nations,  they  are  vrilUng  that  tba  so  called  pr^ 
lectioB  enjoyed  by  the  tinea  trade  of  Oria 
country, shonld  beat  Ihaaa — "^ 1-..-1-.. 


this  and  every  other  coanliy,'* 
Whh  tkeaa  deekntiona,  md  «Bd«r  At 
exiatli^  Anandal  difficnlliae  of  tb*  aoam<- 
try,  tba  Honae  ought  to  adopt  ftMtnidoi 
the  cbwf  if  Dot  only  fcnoaj  be  aotr  Ibr 
the  diatreaaaa  of  tbe  eoantry.  It  wu  not 
in  a  Bnaoeial  view  okne  that  be  ndroenMl 


t  pMdneed  kt  tba  phjaioia 
Nl  fer  isnaattaia  ittoatiDa. 


economy, 
trad«,~-lbi 
atateaf  ctmb*  | 
distraaa,  calM  I 

The  JDBiewa  of  povarty  and  of  tba  poiN 
raiOB  m  tbe  mUHAetarmf  diatrieta  bad 
bean  bnwght  befort  the  Haaae  on  tbe  lata 
debate,  bm  be  waa  aavioiia  tbe  He«aa 
ahouU  know  arkat  waa  the  atale  of  Manr- 
lebona  pariafa,  in  wfaicfa  be  reaidad.  In 
1838,  tba  poor  In  tbe  workboaaa  wan 
1371,  Ibe  casnal  poof  8.906,  and  tbe  mlaa 
■mounted  to  8,8741.  In  1839. 40,UI ; 
all  Ibaaa  bad  ioeiaaaed ;  and  in  1849,  the 
poor  is  tbe  wotUMMNB  wcte  1,771,  Md 
the  enanal  potrr  6J6»,  «bi' 
Hie  poor  (Mre  17,838/. 
M  large  ainbereaae  in  that  rich  ttttnp^ 
titan  pviah  aa  iodtCaling  a  Vary  dbAiaMd 
atata  of  the  werUD(  pgfnlalig*.  flM 
STS 
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state  of  morals  and  of  crime  in  the  coun-  hunger  which  breaks  thnmgli  waOib  «a  It 

try  might  be  iudtjed  of  by  the  late  returns  arrayed  against  them,  reaiOD  will  Im  h 

Jd  b/fore  t./e  Houje  b/ which  the  num-  J^;  '^^  S^TdUti'^'cl.'""  "^ 

her  of  prisoners  nad  been  increasing  each  ^^     j^  ^^^  resistless  torrent.*^ 
year  for  several  years  past.     In  the  year        „    ,     .    .        .     •.    •  . 
1840,  the  large  number  of  142,525  pri-     .  He  '•««>  'bought  it  right  to 

soners  of  all  kinds  had  passed  through  the  observations  to  the  House,  and  to 

prisons  of  England  and  Wales.*    In  such  the  results  of  his  obsenratMn^—kit  atlj 

a  state  of  poverty  and  crime— of  depressed  obj<^ct  being  to  promote  the  inieieM  rf 

trade  and  financial  difficulties,  it  was  im-  the  community.    He  Felt  that  then 

possible  the  country  could  long  go  ou.  had  not  been  for  many  years  in  so 

He  had  shoxvn  that  Corn-laws  and  other  »  position  as  at  present ;  and  ■■ 

monopolies,     with    profuse    expenditure,  me*!'*'   measures  were    takeo,   aad  thtt 

were  the  causes  of  these  evils.     He  bad  «peedily,    the    most    lamratable  esa» 

shown  that    the    estimates   for  the  na-  quences  nnust  ensue;    and    these  ■«■ 

val  and  military  services  ihe  year  were  "ere,  in  his  views,  by  economy  aad  » 

15,000,000/.,  thus  being  about  5,000,000/.  Irenchment  in  every  branch  of  the 

sterling  more  than  in  1835,  although  the  expenditure,  and  by  repeal  of  the 

country  was  now  in  general  peace  ;  and  laws  and  of  all  restrictions  opon  eo" 

as  he  had  failed  to  obtain  from  the  House  He  would  add,  that  as  all  thcae 

any  support  for  the  moderate  reduction  of  '"  the  power  of  Parliament  to  eAet,  ik 

10,000  men  from  the  vote  of  100,840  men  responsibility  and  the  fatura  auatbe  apSB 

andofficersfor  the  army,  he  would  not  pro-  them.  _.  . .     .    .j»  ^  j. 

pose  any  reduction  in  the  navy,  but  leave        *'';  »»>//«<«««  expressed  bu  decided  4b> 

the  extravagant  establishment  upon  the  approbation  of  the  immense  anHWBt  of  Ik 

responsibility  of  the  right  hon.   Baronet,  wtimates  prepared  for  the  prant  yM 

They  must  also  recollect  that  there  was  He  considered  that  the  dirtiweedstalB rf 
a  grand  addition  to  the  poor-rates,  and  to      '«  ^♦""^'y;  *•»«  «!«*«"««*«»  OMrfitisa  d 

the  county-rates,  from  the  increase  ol  the  » '«  P^^f}J^  '''"fT*  ^  «~'  *" 

police,  and  of  prosecution  forms,  which.  !''«'  expenditure  above  the  refenne 

with  the  exactions  under  the  Income-tax,  ^)^ }'V^:''V^VX  "^.Jj**^' 

.  ^  I ,    ,  ,.  f  ^t        .,  ,1  oft  in  the  trade  of  the  couotrr 

would   lessen   the   means   of  the  middle  .         i  .  .     .  ••  ^v- 


WUU.U  .c.5cn  u.c  «.cai.3  u.    vi.c  uuuu.c   j^  ^^^^  lately  laid  upoo  th^  table  of  Us 

classes,  and  thus  increase  the  poverty  of   r,  i .  s  "^ i .{..» 

si :^^      TL > «  «ii  .I.L..    House,  which  proved  that 


the  nation.     The  pressure  on  all  classes  ^y^^    ^^^^  ^  J^  ^f  ^„^  ^,{^5  tlie  hOm 

was  gradually  rising:  and,  unless  a  chan:^e  ^flp>  ^^e  last  year,  as  oomViml  withtS 
of  system  was  si>eedily  made,  it  nriight  be  preceding,  amounted  to  3.800.000} 

too  late  to  provide   for  the  hnancial  dilfi-  ^c  amsidered  that  these  were cinami 

cultics,   and  for  the  maintenance  of  the  which  imperatively  called  upoa  the  . 

population:    and  the  consequences  m.y  to  look  at  the  present  position  of  the  w 

be  to  that  extent,  to  risk  the  peace  and  try,  and  to  ponder  seriously  upoo  the u 

institutions  of  the  country.     There  was  a  p^^i^g  {„  ^^hj^h  it  was  involved.     le 

great  responsibility  on  Parliament  at  tins  j^st  six  or  seven  years  the  cakuhtM 

time:    and   especially  on  the  ri-hl  hen.  the  Finance  Minister  as  to  the  pn 

Baronet,  who  commanded  a  large  majority  npss  of  the  revenue  had  been  ei, 

in  both   Houses.     If  work  was  not  givin  !„  no  one  of  these  ycar«  had  the 

to  the  unemployed  by  the  promotion  of  pa tcii  amount  of  revenue  been  ledwed.  h 

manufactures,— if  commerce  was  not  re-  every  one  of  these  years  the  es] 

leased   from    its  prescni  rosiriciions,   the  had  exceetled  the  income.     The  grass 

danger  to  the  Statr,  as  expressed  some  |)enditure  of  the  country  from  uie  f 

years  ago   by  the  light  hon.  Haronet,  now  1837  up  to  the  end  of  1M2,  had 

Secretary  for  the  Home  Dt  partment,  was  i  the  amount  of  the  revenue  by 

worihy  oV  attention.  [  sum  than  10,000,000/.  sterling.     He 

**The  feelint;  of  tho  public  rnujit  be  bo^tile  tcndei]  that  the  budget  should 

to  the  present  I'orn-Liws — in  \i(^hiiion  of  pub-  '  be  «level«>j>o*l  before  any  votes  % 

lie  opinion  they  cannot  loni;  reiani  an  exclu-  In  former  times  the  Treasury  uted 

sive  advantipo.     The  oonttM  is   fearful;    i\.r  n-^^.  a  vow  ^tring«nt  Control  0«er  the 

on«hai  ground  Hill  ,1  l»..  decide.!  ?     On  if.e  ^.^,  a«Kirtmonts ;   but   now,    he  heUe«ei 

very   t.^p.c   which  inri.m.-.   to  niacin.. .;  .hat  ^j,^,   T^,,s,irv  did   not  charge    H^M^ 

*  Porter*^  Tables,  part  U>.  Table  '.M  <.         1  the  examination    of  the  WMNls  it 
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the  votes  before  they  were  submitted  to 
the  Houiie.  Professional  men  settled  the 
nsLYy,  army»  and  ordnance  estimates)  and 
every  one  knew  they  were  natarally  in- 
clined to  look  more  to  display  than  ta 
demands  of  real  necessity  in  their  several 
departments.  Until  they  adopted  some 
system  of  control  very  different  from  what 
now  prevailed,  it  was  vain  to  expect  any 
economy  or  retrenchment.  Before  a  single 
shilling  of  public  money  was  voted,  he 
would  have  the  estimates  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  wbich  should  go  over 
every  item,  and  be  satisfied  of  its  neces- 
sity. He  wished  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  inform  tbe  House  what  reasons 
induced  the  Government  to  keep  up  so 
expensive  an  establishment  as  was  at  pre- 
sent maintained.  The  chanees  for  half- 
pay  and  pensions  called  for  particular  atten- 
tion. He  found  that,  in  these  items,  there 
was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  esti- 
mates for  the  present  year,  and  he  wished 
to  know  what  circumstances  bad  led  to 
this  increase  ?  He  would  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  amount  of  the 
estimates  for  the  half-pay  and  superannua- 
tion pensions  in  1818,  when  the  country 
had  only  just  been  extricated  from  a  long 
and  expensive  war  ^  and  he  was  surprisea 
to  find  that  the  estimates  for  the  present 
year  exhibited  a  great  increase,  under  this 
head,  as  compared  with  those  of  that  period. 
After  twenty -six  years  of  peace,  he  found 
that  tbe  estimates  of  this  year  showed  an 
increase  under  this  head  of  about  114,000/. 
on  the  estimates  of  1818.  Then  with 
respect  to  the  civil  pensions  awarded  to 
persons  who  had  been  employed  in  Somer- 
set-house and  other  Government  offices,  he 
found  that  in  1818  the  estimates  under 
this  head  amounted  to  99,661/.,  in  1821 
they  were  105,000/.,  in  1822  they  were 
126,000/.,  and  for  this  year  they  were 
168,000/.,  showing  an  increase  of  68,500/. 
over  those  of  1818.  He  thought  that, 
after  1818,  great  reductions  might  have 
been  effected  in  this  department  in  tbe 
way  of  superannuation ;  nut  it  appeared 
that,  after  26  or  27  years  of  profound 
peace,  the  amount  of  estimates  under  this 
head  had  been  nearly  doubled.  He  thought 
this  circumstance  required  some  explana- 
tion. But,  when  a  more  careful  analysis 
of  these  estimates  was  instituted,  the  dif- 
ference between  the  amount  voted  in  1818 
and  that  now  required  appeared  still  more 
extraordinary.  In  1818  the  estimate  under 
the  head  of  half-pay  was  984,000/.,  and 
under  that  of  pensions  and  tupenumottioiii 


145,000/.;  while,  in  the  estimates  now 
before  the  House,  the  amount  of  half-pay 
was  746,000/.,  and  the  amount  of  pensions 
and  superannuations  497,000/.  It  appear- 
ed,  therefore,  that  on  tbe  estimates  of  1818, 
under  the  head  of  half-pay,  a  reduction  of 
238,000/.  had  been  effected,  while  in  the 
pensions  and  superannuation  allowances 
there  had  been  an  increase  of  352,000/. 
But  there  was  another  drcumstance  to 
wbich  he  would  direct  the  notice  rf  the 
House,  and  with  respect  to  which  he 
thought  some  explanation  ought  to  be 
afforded  by  the  Government.  In  1818 
tbe  estimate  for  pensions  to  the  widows 
and  children  of  naval  officers  was 
12,030/.  Tbe  estimates  under  this  head 
had  since  gone  on  gradually  inQMsing, 
and  now  he  found  that  the  item  had  reached 
the  amount  of  196,000/.  In  1818  the  al« 
lowances  on  the  compassionate  list  were 
5,000^ ;  they  were  for  this  year,  esti- 
mated at  15,000/.,  showing  an  increase  of 
10,000/.  There  was  one  item  in  which  he 
found  a  very  considerable  redocticm  had 
been  efiected— the  bounty  to  chaplains. 
It  seemed  that  the  chaplains  were  not  now 
regarded  with  much  favour;  for  while  in 
1819  the  estimate  under  this  head  was 
2,000/,  it  was  now  only  Q8SL  He  thought 
that  the  pensions  granted  to  widows  of 
officers  were  fiur  more  considerable  than  was 
necessary  or  politic  It  was  true  tlutt  in 
many  cases  where  valuable  services  gave  a 
title  to  them  theM  pensions  ought  to  be 
granted ;  bat  he  thought  the  system  at 
present  pursued  with  reference  to  these 
grants  was  calculated  to  lead  to  a  great  in- 
crease in  the  item.  He  oonsideced  that, 
as  so  good  a  provision  was  made  for  their 
widows,  old  naval  officen  might  not  nn- 
frequently  become  the  hosbaMi  of  hand* 
some  young  women,  and  tberefoie  a  great 
encouragement  was  afRnded  for  incieasing 
this  department  of  the  estimatee.  He 
must  strongly  afipeal  to  the  Govemneat 
to  make  a  carml  examination  of  these 
estimatee.  Tbe  Govemment  ouht  to  have 
some  regard  to  the  oondition  oT  tbe  ooon- 
tnr,  and  to  undertake  a  revision  of  the 
whde  system  I  andhe  wasconvincadthey 
must  6«1  that  they  were  not  jartiicH  in 
maintaining  thejprssent  vast  establishment, 
whenthey  found  that,  at  a  former  period, 
when  this  country  was  placed  in  cncon. 
stances  precisely  similar  to  those  in  whicJi 
it  now  stood  with  refaction  to  foieupi  oouii* 
tries,  the  expenditure  was  somud  haefor 
tbe  items  to  which  he  had  Mimed.  He 
was  aware  that|  if  ho  taoiglt  tewird  % 
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motion  nn  the  subject, suchacourse  would 
not  eoable  bim  to  attain  liis  object.  He 
lia<l  alwajafelt  great  reluctance  in  opposing 
any  vote  of  public  money  for  the  service 
of  the  nary ;  for  lie  L-onaiilured  thul  the 
Goverumcut  of  tbis  country  was  bound,  by 
the  atruDgesc  obligations,  and  by  reganl 
tor  tbe  public  welfare,  to  maintain  our 
naval  force  in  a  state  of  elticiency.  At  the 
same  time,  huwerer,  be  could  not  but  con- 
demn the  vast  and  unnecessary  expendi- 
ture which  was  incurred  in  tbe  items  uf 
Italf-pay  and  pensions.  In  fiict,  the  navd 
half-pay  atid  peosions  cimstitutcd  to  all 
intents  and  purpoees,  another  pension  list. 
He  would  now  beg  the  attention  of  ihe 
Government  to  the  effective  nervicc  and 
balf-pay  and  pension  list  of  naval  officers. 
There  were,  ill  the  lint  before  tliu  IIouhc, 
184  Admirals,  and  seven  who  veto  in 
the  receipt  of  pensions;  but  how  many 
were  there  on  the  effective  list?  Only  ten 
admirals  couimamling,  and  three  holdi 
bitufttions  in  ihe  dock-yarda  :  so  ibat  there 
were  only  thirteen  in  the  service,  while  191 
were  on  half-pay-  'Ihere  were  613  cnp- 
tains,  many  were  besides  mi  the  peiiaiim  list 
and  of  that  class,  only  sixty-four  were  oi 
active  service,  llicctimparativc  nunibcrof 
commanders  and  lieutenants  on  nctivc  ser- 
vice was  hIso  very  small.  He  found  that 
the  estimates  for  this  year,  under  the  head 
iif  "  half-pay,"  exceeded  by  30,0(X)f.  llie 
estimates  vf^  last  year,  tie  was  siire  that 
no  one  would  grudge  tbe  rewards  u'hicl 
bad  been  besti>w«lu|Hm  the  gallant  ufiicen 
who  ha<I  performed  such  important  services 
in  China,  ao<l  even  the  p<H>r  of  the  ciunirv 
would  gladly  contribute  townnls  sucli 
rewards;  but  this  was  nut  the  cla»t  of  men 
un  whom  pensions  and  rewards  were  be- 
stowed. They  were  awarded  to  the  con- 
nections of  the  aristocracy — to  t)»e  fricitde 
and  relatives  of  Members  of  this  and  the 
other  House  uf  I'arlianient — while  hanl- 
lighting  and  C!;a]|airt  men,  who  had  bt«<)  in 
defence  of  their  country,  were  tun  frc- 
i|uently  pamcd  over  and  were  left  unre- 
warded. He  thought  tbe  Govcrnmcul 
ought  to  endeariuir  to  make  the  cxpcndi 
lure  of  (he  wiuntry  aftreo  with  the  rcvenuf 
— ilut  try  and  raise  a  revenue  to  meet 
cxtravagHUt  cxpen<liinr<-.  He  remembered 
rending  some  ultKc-rmtions  of  Laf^yi 
wldrrssed  to  the   I'arlianient  of  I' 


178K,  when  additional   Uxation   was  pro- 

|K>Hed,  which  bad  mailea  Ktroitg imiiression 

tm  his  mind,     lafayeile  appealed  in  tbr 

strongest  terms  ti>  tlic  aristocracy,  tellinj*    crease  in  the  amount  of  naval 

them  the  course  tliey  ought  to  pursue  vim,  I  That  wa*  inie ;  bul  wbca  the 


rapport  ao  eztnvaguit    twiniBJifw,  K 
the  aristocracy  of  Prwioe  had  minfttti^ 

excellent  counsel  ihej  might  MW  ^m 
saved,  but  Ihey  rajected  it  j  mat,  !■  ihM 
four  ye«8  aAervard%  thai  ■riMaaiq 
perhaps  the  proudcat  and  the  lichMt  lln 
cr  existed — were  sw^it  froa  ths  tmi. 
Sir  Robert  Peel  had  IMewd  «M  M- 
tention  to  Ihe  speeches  of  ifae  hoa.  Ow- 
tienicn  opposite,  and  be  ibaagfct,  lltf 
many  points  which  they  had  diacMHl, 
would  have  been  much  beltCT  difcirf, 
till  the  estimates  were  iiiidi  i  i  iiiiMihiaiaa 
If  tbe  hon.  Genileroan  (Mr.  WiHhaa) 
had  postponed  bit  obaemtions  wiik  i^ 
spcct  to  the  civil,  tbe  superanaaatin,  w4 
the  naval  and  military  pcDsioa  liau,  mM 
the  estimates  were  brought  apcciGcally  li- 
fore  tbe  House,  a  ranch  better  Mpnflaakj 
would  have  been  given  for  affiadiifCI- 
planations  on  the  poinla  to  which  ha  kal 
rercrrcd.  But  the  House  laaat  aot  Mb 
it  for  granted,  although  the  hon.  Halli 
man  stated,  that  he  had  beatowad  maA 
time  on  bis  ealculalioDi,  and  wn  Mfr 
lincrd  of  their  entire  correcinea*,  thai  Ai 
compliment  wbii-h  the  hon.  Ocaileaa 
had  paid  himself  was  entirely  deaemi. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  said,  "  Iioak  M 
the  nuiount  of  the  esiimaica  for  ciii 
su|)eni  nil  nations  in  1818,  aod  cb» 
pure  ihem  with  (hose  of  ihe  preaent  Jtai 
see  what  an  increase  has  Laken  ulaca:* 
but  the  hon.  Gentlemen  abould  kaaa; 
that  a  very  great  pruportion  ot  thal^ 
crcusc  was  caused  by  the  reductioBa  mtiA 
had  hieii  made  in  the  civil  esiablbhaM*. 
In  1830,  the  Duke  of  WeliinEtoa'a  Ga- 
vernn'.ent  made  considersble  Tcuactiaas  ■ 
the  civil  catablisbment:  and,  aubaeqiMB^ 
similar  reductioos  were  effected  by  iht 
Governments  of  Ix>rd  Grej  aad  Lad 
Melbourne.  But  tbe  hoa.  fli  alhawa 
must  be  aware,  that  it  was  impoaaibla  la 
etl'ccl  snch  redncitona  wilhoui  aukiag 
provision  for  tbe  parlies  who  were  thenlif 
d  ispiaced .  The  hon .  Gen tleoaaa  MB* 
know,  that  it  might  be  perfectly  rimwlMl 
with  soimd  economy,  and  with  pnetial 
permanent  reduction,  to  exhibit  aa  i» 
crease  in  the  amount  of  civil  laprisaaa 
ations.  The  hon.  Gentlenaa  aaid,  '1 
have  gone  through  iheae  raiiaaaiia  j  I 
have  compared  them  wilh  ihc  eaiiaMMitf 
former  years,  aod  I  find  a 
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ber  compared  the  estimates  for  the  pre- 
sent year  with  those  of  a  former  year,  he 
should  bear  in  mind,  that  at  the  former 
period,  Greenwich  Hospital  possessed  large 
funds  applicable  to  naval  pensions,  of 
which  it  was  now  deprived,  and  that,  con- 
sequently, that  Hottse  was  called  upon  to 
supply  the  deficiency.  The  hon.  Qenlle- 
man  said,  **  Look  at  the  immense  amoant 
which  is  given  to  the  widows  add  orphans 
of  officers ;  I  cannot  conceive  what  is  the 
reason  of  this."  He  begged  to  inform  the 
hon.  Memberi  that  the  increase  to  which  he 
alluded  had  been  made  in  conformity  with 
the  recommendation  of  a  Parliamentary 
committee ;  and  he  would  advise  the 
hon.  Gentleman  not  to  be  too  eager  in 
future  for  the  appointment  of  Parliament* 
ary  committees*  He  would  advise  the 
hon.  Member  to  place  more  confidence  in 
the  Executive  Government  with  regard  to 
the  effecting  of  retrenchment,  and  not  to 
refer  matters  of  this  kind  to  Parliament- 
ary committees ;  for  his  (Sir  R.  Peel's) 
pxperience  had  shown  him  that  the  Mem- 
bers of  such  committees,  under  the  infln- 
ence  of  the  kindest  motives— from  a  feel- 
ing of  sympathy  towards  the  friends  and 
relatives  of  the  gallant  defenders  of  tbeir 
country,  were  prone  to  say,  '*  Let  us  be 
liberal ;  compare  these  services  with  civil 
services  ;  "  and  the  result  was  art  increase 
in  the  estimates.  He  would  tell  the  hon. 
Member  what  had  taken  place,  within  his 
own  experience,  with  regard  to  the  pen- 
sions  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  offi- 
cers. Formerly,  the  funds  for  providing 
pensions  for  widows  and  orphans  ware 
mainly  supplied  by  the  contributions  of 
naval  officers,  which  produced,  he  believed, 
a  sum  of  more  than  100,000/.  It  waa, 
however,  considered  unjust  that  naval 
officers  should  be  taxed  to  famish  a  fand 
for  this  purpose  ;  and  a  Parliamentary 
committee  said  :— - 

''  It  is  not  fair  to  levy  eontributions  fbr  sap- 
plying  pensioDS  for  these  widows  and  orphans 
upon  the  office rt ;  we,  therefore^  recoronead 
Parliament  to  abolish  this  system^  snd  to  un- 
dertake themselves  to  provide  means  for  the 
payment." 

That  recommendation  might  or  might 
not  be  a  just  one ;  but  the  cireumstanee 
showed  that  Parliamentary  committees  were 
not  always  favourable  to  reductiona  lo  ex- 
penditure,  and  it  accounted  for  the  increase 
in  the  estimates  under  this  head«  which 
had  so  much  surprised  the  hon^Geotlemaii. 
A  comparison  had  been  mida  between 


the  change  in  the  year  1791,  fbr  naval, 
military,  and  ordnance  serviees^  with  the 
charge  for  the  present  year ;  but  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  totally  omitted  the  fact, 
that  ill  the  first  case  the  estimate  was  onlv 
fbr  Great  Britain ;  in  the  present  day  it 
was  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  The  hon.  Gentleman  aaid 
that  the  conatitutional  practice  of  the 
House  was  not  to  tote  the  suppliea  until 
the  ways  and  meani  were  before  Parlia* 
nient.  He  apprehended  that  the  eonstl- 
totionai  practtee  had  alwayii  been  to  tote 
the  Mupplies  before  they  toted  the  ways 
and  meansi  and  that  Pariiameiit  never 
sanctioned  the  principle  that  they  ahotild 
impose  taxea  in  the  first  instance^  without 
knowing  what  the  exigencies  of  the  public 
service  were ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
they  should  first  determine  what  amount 
the  public  necessities  required^  and  then 
supply  the  means.  Neither  of  the  holt. 
Gentlemen  had  made  any  motion  On  thta 
occasion.  Of  that  he  did  not  coiilplaitf» 
though  no  one  was  less  disposed  to  under* 
value  the  matters  to  which  they  had  called 
the  attention  of  the  Hottse.  The  hotl. 
Gentlemen  the  Members  for  Montrose  atid 
Coventry  must  both  excuse  biro  for  aay- 
ing,  without  meaning  toexprese  any  doubt 
aa  to  the  importance  of  the  matters  whieh 
they  had  pressed  upon  the  attention  of 
the  House,  for  no  one  could  be  less  dis- 
posed than  he  was  to  undervalue  the  anb* 
ject  which  they  had  apoken  on  that  even- 
ing, that  finding  thqr  had  not  had  en 
opportunity  in  the  Soar  or  five  nighta  lilt 
week  that  the  anUect  of  the  diatiwm  of  the 
country  waa  debated  of  making  tbetr 
speeches  on  that  question,  they  had  taken 
that  opportunity  of  delivering  them.  Bilt 
he  hoped  that  the  eAet  of  the  hon.  Oen- 
tleroao'a  apeechee  wooM  not  be  to  raiie  a 
general  diacuesion,  and  he  would  not  fol- 
low the  hon.  Gentlemen  tbrongb  the 
whole  of  thehr  apaeehei» beeanae  he  thonglit 
that  the  Ho«m  wooM  be  nnwillfng  to  fo 
folly  into  the  anbject  on  tlie  present  oeen« 
akm;  bni  if  he  were  ao  to  follow  the  hoU. 
Member  for  Mootveee  be  thoegbt  be  cowld 
prove  to  hkn  that  hia  nseertion  tlml  the 
eonanmpiion  of  lea  had  follow  off  wee  not 
eorrecti  be  thooght  he  oooM  prove  Co 
him  also,  that  the  eniiium|ition  or  lobneeu 
had  not  fallen  off.  Be  tbon^t,  ONNO- 
over,  be  cooM  prove  to  him  that  thm  wna 
no  rodeeiion  in  the  eonamnptlen  of cwfhi. 
The  fleet  waa,  ae  the  bow*  OewdMMUi 
wodd  nmenhbeiv  thnt  Oofe  hod  lM»li 
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reduction  of  duty  on  cofifee,  and  conse- 
quently a  smaller  amount  of  duty  paid 
did  not  necessarily  indicate  a  falling  off 
in  the  amount  of  the  article  consumed. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Coventry  (Mr.  W. 
Williams)  also,  he  thought,  had  come  to 
some  erroneous  conclusions  on  some  im- 
portant points,  but  the  most  important 
matter  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  insisted 
on  was  this,  that  the  House  ought  6rst  to 
ascertain  what  was  the  amount  of  the  re- 
venue before  they  proceeded  to  vote  the 
estimates.    It  was  quite  true  that  a  pri- 
vate individual  might  do  something  like 
this  with  advantage ;  it  might  be  possible 
for  him  to  find  accurately  the  state  of  his 
yearly  income,  and  reduce  his  expenditure 
accordingly  by  retrenching  superfluities; 
but  in  a  great  country  like  this  such  a 
course    was    wholly  impracticable;    the 
amount  of  expenditure   must  necessarily 
depend  on   a   variety  of  considerations, 
and  the  amount  of  revenue  which  might 
be  required  in  any  year  could  not  always 
be  made  to  depend  even  on  considerations 
of  the  distress  of  the  country ;  something 
must  depend  on  the  state  of  the  relations 
of  this  country  with  other  powers  ;  some- 
thing must  depend  on  the  likelihood  of 
war^ — something  must  depend  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  supporting  the  power  of  main- 
taining ourselves    on   a  suitable   footing 
with  regard  to  the  force  kept  up  by  other 
countries;  and  the  fact  was,  that  if  the 
House,  acting  on  this  principle,  were  to 
reduce  the  expenditure  so  as  to  admit  of  a 
reduction  of  revenue,  they  might  speedily 
find  themselves  in  a  situation  in  which 
they  would  be  led  into  increased  expendi- 
ture.    In  the  year  1822  they  reduced  the 
expenditure,  but  that  reduction  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  find  led  to  increased  ex- 
pense.    By   reducing  the   military   force 
they  had  found  it  was  necessary  to  increase 
the  expense  under  that  head ;  for  it  be- 
came necessary  in  cousc([ucnce  to  increase 
the  amount  of  military  pensions,  and  alto- 
gether there  was  a  greater  expense.     Dif- 
fering, then,  from  the  hon.  Gentleman  on 
several  points,  with  many  of  the  principles 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  he  fully  agreed. 
In  the  present  state  of  the  country  espe- 
cially there  was  every  disposition  en  the 
part  of  her  Mnjesty's  Government  to  make 
efforts  to  accomplish  a  reduction  of  ex- 
penditure ;  but   still,   looking  at  all   the 
circumstances  of  this  country,  and  the  si- 
tuation in  which   it  stood  with  respect  to 
foreign  powers,  he  said,  that  supposing 


the  produce  of   the    ioi 

show  at  the  end  of  next 

increase  of  revenae,  it  woaM  te 

calculate  upon  it  at  if  permaoeBtyii 

as  it  was  for  present   purposes. 

the  pressure  of  taiation  whwh  «i 

this  country  that  would   be   ■■] 

said  under  the  prestare  of 

in  this  country,  for  he  did  not 

the  noble  Lord  that  tazutioa  ^ 

country  so  little  ai  on  this.    'Ob  lkscos> 

trary,  he  was  confident  that  the 

of  taxation  was  the  cause  which 

unable  to  ondertake  maoy  inrslnsMi:  » 

provements  incapacitated  us  frosi 

those  sudden  and  prompt  exertios 

the  exigencies  of  the  state  niffht 

But,  however  this  might  be,  ns  bsk  wm 

that  when  the  House  looked  at  Chs  sMh 

mates  of  the  present  yesr  they  aaust  hsie 

reference,  not  to  the  years  1791  or  IMi 

but  to  the  situation  of  the  country  at 

sent ;  for  they  could  not  make  ledi 

in  the  military  and  naral 

with  the    ease  some  geotlei 

them  did.    It  was  perfectly  true  that 

great  wars  had  been  brought  to  a  haaw 

conclusion  ;  but  it  did  not  oecessaiilyMt 

low  that  Parliament  could  reduce  atssBi 

the  naval  and  military  rinhliBbmssti  U 

what  they  were  before  those  wars 

or  to  what  they  were  in  1832  or 

they  must  look  not  merely  to  the 

bleness  of  an  immediate  redactioo  of  lie 

expenditure,  but  at  the  rery  eieat 

tance  at  which  those  wars  had  base 

ried  on.    Take  the  case  of  China.     It 

quite  true  that  the  termination  of  the 

with   China   would    reliete  the 

from  all  the  expense  that  was  neeesssry 

keep  up  an  active  state  of  hostUiiiss ; 

although  a  treaty  had  been  sgrecd  to.  the 

House  should  remember  that  it  had 

yet  been  ratified  by  the  Emperor  of 

In  carrying  on  hostilities  with  a  coaliy 

so  remote  and  so  powerful  aa   thMt  it 

might  not  be  consistent  with  sound  policy 

to  loosen  too  soon  the  hold  we  have 

China.     We  had  concluded  a  peace 

China  upon  our  own  terms  by  tae  cxc 

of  great  valour,  great  perseverance,  wti 

also  he  was  confident  by  the  exeiOM  af 

great  forbearance,  convincing  the  pohKe 

mind  of  China  that  we  were  not  the 

bnrians  they  described  in  their  public 

clamations.     He  believed  that  ihe 

of  China  wore  surprised  by  the  coodoct  al 

our  troops.    This  he  inferred  ttom  the 

apathy  of  the  people  when  they 
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we  were  not  subject  to  the  charge  of  beiag 
that  barbarous  race  which  we  bad  been  re- 
presented to  be.  But  the  House  must  bear 
in  mind  that  the  Emperor  of  China  had 
objected  to  sign  the  treaty  until  her  Ma- 
jesty Queen  Victoria  had  signed  it  Her 
Majesty  had  done  so,  and  it  had  been 
sent  out  to  the  Emperor,  but  it  had  not 
yet  been  rati6ed.  He  therefore  thought 
there  would  not  be  much  difference  as  to 
the  policy  they  should  pursue  in  not  eva- 
cuating the  possessions  they  had  obtained 
there  altogether  for  a  reliance  on  the  for- 
bearance or  good  faith  of  the  Emperor  of 
China.  That  he  conceired  was  a  compe- 
tent reason,  although  the  war  had  been 
brought  to  a  most  successful  conclusion, 
which  it  must  be  a  satisfaction  to  be  able 
to  maintain  with  good-will  and  amicable 
feeling  towards  the  Emperor  of  China, 
why  this  country  should  continue  to  keep 
a  considerable  force  in  the  Chinese  Seas. 
He  thought  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 
not  dispute  this.  [Mr.  Hume :  I  did  not 
say  a  word  about  China.  I  spoke  of 
Syria.]  He  was  only  mentioning  the  case 
of  China,  to  show  that  it  did  not  follow 
that,  because  in  1842  the  war  with  China 
had  been  brought  to  a  successful  issue, 
therefore  in  1843  the  expenditure  of  the 
country  could  be  reduced  to  what  it  was 
before  that  war  commenced.  But  he 
thanked  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  having 
mentioned  Syria  for  he  (Sir.  K.  Peel)  con- 
ceived it  was  a  strong  point  in  favour  of 
the  argument  which  he  was  then  urging. 
The  hon.  Member  said,  that  last  year  we 
had  on  the  coast  of  Syria,  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, fifty  ships  of  war,  and  that  we 
had  since  reduced  them  to  forty ;  and  the 
hon. Gentleman  asked  why  this  was  done? 
For  some  reason  or  other,  we  had  such 
confidence  in  the  sound  sense  and  good 
feeling  of  the  French  nation  generally, 
that  we  were  not  disposed  to  consider  the 
ravings  of  the  newspapers  as  the  expres- 
sion of  the  public  sentiments.  We  knew 
that  the  French  government  and  the 
thinking  portion  of  the  nation  were  desi- 
rous to  remain  on  good  terms  with  us* 
The  newspapers,  whatever  might  be  their 
power,  were  not  always  the  organs  of  the 
national  will.  There  was  a  gpreat  commer- 
cial community  growing  up  in  France, 
which  would  ultimately  constitute  the 
public  of  that  country,  and  would  have 
the  power  of  making  its  opinions  and 
sentiments  known  and  understood  inde- 
pendently of  the  agency  of  the  newiptper 


press.  However  important  newspapen 
might  be  as  auxiliaries  in  supporting  and 
vindicating  the  honour  of  their  coootry, 
yet  they  were  not  at  all  tiroes  to  be  le* 
garded  as  the  exponents  of  a  nation's  feel- 
ings. But  we  had  confidence  in  the  good 
sense  of  the  community  of  France,  and» 
without  disputing  about  whether  one 
country  or  the  other  had  forty  tail  or  fifty 
sail  in  the  Mediterranean,  we  were  con- 
vinced,  so  long  as  a  good  feeling  existed 
between  the  two  countries^  whether  one  or 
the  other  chose  to  keep  up  a  greater  or 
less  force,  they  might  depend  opoo  it  it 
would  not  increase  the  danger.  Nothiog 
was  gained  by  maintaining  an  nndne 
amount  of  force  without  necesntji  and  be 
believed  that  there  was  that  jprogress  of 
sound  opinion  in  France,  that  if  any  party 
could  for  a  moment  create  a  war,  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  indulging  a  spirit  of  mili- 
tary bravado  or  of  unjust  aggression^  there 
would  be  raised  throughout  Europe  a  feel- 
ing of  indignant  resistance  at  its  mjustice, 
more  formidable  than  bad  ever  before  beoi 
known.  He  was  now  speaking  of  Syria, 
and  did  not  wish  to  introduce  any  party 
considerations,  but  he  might  say  that  he 
hoped  by  the  end  of  this  year,  instead  of 
ten  line^>f-battle  ships,  and  fiftv  sail, 
there  would  only  be  four  line-o^battle 
ships,  and  twenty-five  sail  of  onr  ships  al- 
together in  the  Mediterranean.  That,  he 
apprehended,  would  be  deemed  a  prettj 
considerable  redactk>n.  He  tmsteo,  too, 
that  the  French  government,  attending 
only  to  the  true  interests  of  the  people, 
.wonid,  like  us,  see  that  every  expeMitore 
on  war  like  praparations  which  were  not 
necessary  to  the  protection  of  a  coootry 
was  only,  as  it  were,  so  modi  dead  loss. 
The  reductions  this  year  upon  the  naval, 
military,  and  ordnance  estimates  were  not 
less  than  833,0002. ;  the  nnmber  of  men 
reduced  in  the  navy  would  be  4,000;  bat 
the  Hoose  wonM  be  aware  of  the  oeoeMity 
of  keeping  a  strong  force  in  China,  where 
its  presence  might  be  still  necessary.  He 
most  observe  that  any  increase  of  Into 
years  had  been  in  confi>rmity  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Hoose,  and  it  waa  at  no  pe- 
riod consntent  with  sonnd  policy  or  real 
economy  to  redoee  the  military,  and  still 
less  the  naval  force  of  the  «npne^  below  a 
certain  standard.  Not  long  since,  theKia 
were  threatening  appearances,  both  ni  the 
United  States  imd  in  Borope,  wbidb  in- 
dncM  PerKanient  totbink  ibal  the  estl- 
mnlee  ooght  not  to' be  rel«eid«   bi  <h| 
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army,  ihe  reduction  would,  he  believed,  the  desire  of  every   Member  of  Ifct  Q^ 

be  not  less  than  5,700  men,  but  he  did  vernment  to  reduce  the  iHiiitei  Id  fkt 

not  recollect  whether  that  was  the  precise  lowest  possible  amouoU     It  wae  i 

numbrr.    At  all  events,  the  estimate  was  to  look  at  the  state  of  the  forae  ii 

considerably  below  that  of  last  year.    The  parts  of  the  world,  end  not  to 

House  might  depend  upon  it  that  finance  unjustifiable  r'isk  by  unduly  leni 

committees  were  not  proper  judges  of  the  naval   and   military   force.     He 

general  necessities  of  a  state.  Those  must  that  matters  of  detail  on    ihew 

be  left  to  the  executive  government,  al-  could  be  better  discutaed  when  Iht 

though  he  admitted  that  finance  commit-  mates  were  regularly  befbte  iIm  Hi 

tees  might  be  able  to  give  a  sound  opinion  and  every  informatioD  would  Ihee  fat 

as   to  particular  diminutions  of  expense  lingly  afforded, 

upon  isolated  points.     What  ought  to  be  Order  of  the  day  reed.     Qi 

the  amount  of  force  for  the  protection  of  that  the  Speaker  do  leave  Ibe 
the  interests  of  the  country,  must,  after  all, 

remain  a  question  for  the  decision  of  the  Deputy  Judoe-Advocatb  — Can  er 

executive  Government*     The  Members  of  Mr.    Hoskins.]      Mr.   F.    Bnrimg  lae 

the  Cabinet  must  know  far  better  than  ^or  the  purpose  of  bringing  helM  Ik 

any  finance  committee  the  state  of  our  re-  "^"se  the  case  of  Mr.  Hoskine.     Ht 

latious  with  foreign  countries,  justifying  ^"a<^  ^'"s  gentleman  had  been  di 

an  increase  or  a  diminution  of  our  estab-  from Jiis  office,  as  he  thought^  in  e 

lishmeiits.  The  reduction  in  the  ordnance  'J»™  a°«   unjustifiable ;  and,   befae  k 

department,  was,  he  believed,  257,000/. :  detailed  the  facts,  he  would  mj  a  weriv 

and  in  the  whole,  as  he  hod  stated,  the  !^^*^;^°  the  nature  of  thetenuie  efefcn 

saving  this  year  would  be  832,000/.     The  IP  the  public  sernce.     l^eie   wen  my 

hon.  Member  for  Montrose  (Mr.  Hume)  V  ''**^  ^J^^^^  ^«'**  ^^^/'"^^^ 

had  admitted  that  the  demand  in   the  P»^"8"i;e  of  the  Crown,  and  the  Ciwee  W 

shape  of  estimates  was  less  this  year  than  *  l^^^^  right  to  dismiss  any  of  lU  i 

lastrand  in  the  natural  candour  of  his  f>"dtie  cause ;  that  power  he  would 

mind,  he  would  be   compelled  to  give  [^^  *^  ^^"P"^'  ^^  the  jdeaaui;  eff  tk 

Ministers  credit  for  a  considerable  saving  ^'Z""  ^^"^  !'''?.  ^^'HSV   r  '"'?*5"2lJ 

of  the  public  money.    The  hon.  Member  H'tical  prejudice  anJ  feeling  .nA.  imk 

•    1      '        «•      ui      •                  r  I.  1  of  demrtments,  was  another.     The  ■nn^ 

had  unquestionably  given  a  very  fabulous  J^  ^^  ^.^J^  ,^^  ^    pbcrf  fcik 

and  imaginary  account  of  the  preparation  {j^^j^  ^^  ,j,^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  g^ 

of  estimates.     I  he  hon.  Member  had  as-  j,,;^  ^^^      ^^^  ^^  ^^^  the  «' 

serted  that  they  were  not  prepared  at  the  ^,,j^    ^^.^  ^rown  was  not  an 

Ireasury  but  by  the  different  departments.  ^^^^^^  -^  .  jf  ^  dismissal  took 


Now,  if  the  case  were  so.  great  credit  was    must  besumKiscd  tohavcpi 
surely  due  to  the  acparlmeijts  for  having  j^  which  would  justify  that 

reduced  the  estimates  by  the  amount  of   *k«  «.,w:^  „^a  •«  ^uJ^tt^. 


„, ,       „  .     .  ^y  ^*'?.  ^">o"n^,«^  the  public  and  to  the  House  of 

832  000/.  in  ihcir  own  expenditure.     The  '|'he  higher  offices  of  state  m .^ 

tendency  of  departments  was  naturally  the  mentary   offices,   the  retention    oTirUA 

other  way,  and  unless  some  control  was  depended  upon  the  change  of  politki 

exercised  over  that  natural  tendency,  they  ties.     These  were  exceptions  to  the 

found  great  difficulty  usually  in  making  but  in  general  public  serranta  in  the 

material  reductions.     But  the   fact  was,  ployment  of  the  Goremmcnt,  wi 

these  estimates  were  subjected   to  great  movable  upon  political  eitNinda.     

control.     The  departments  had  Hriit  made  said  thus  much,  he  wouM  now  praeeid^ 

them   out;  then  the   Treasury,  knowing  a  statement  of  the  facts  of  this  pnrtkdhr 

what  was  the  sute  of  the  revenue,  sub-  case.     In  July.  1831,  by  the  A—th  of  a 

jected  them  to  a  severe  scrutiny,     lie  be-  gentleman  of  the  name  of  CiicethaHi,  t«e 

lieved  that  that  course  had  been  pursued  situational  at  Portsmouth  brcaane  vmhI: 

in  former  years  by  former  Treasuries,  and  one  of  these  was  the  office  of  agent  te  ifct 

he  could  assert  distinctly  that  the  Chan-  S>licitor   to  the  Admiralty,   and   le  ifcb 

cellor  of  the  Exchef|ucr  had  devoted  the  place,  the  M>n  of  .Mr.  Greethaai  was  Sp 

greatciit  attention  to  the  consideration  of*  puinted  hy  Mr.  Jones,  the  solicitor  oC  W 

the  e«timates.     lie  deeply  lamented  the  .  Admiralty,    in    whose    appointncM   ifcs 

state  of  the  revenue;  he  lamented   its  in-  situation  v. as  ;    the    other  situatioa   W 
adequacy,  and  must  bear  his  testimony  to  Ithat    ^^f  de^^uty    Judge •advooata.      Us 
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right  hon.  Baronet,  dow  at  the  head  of  the 
Home  Department,  was  theo  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  io  the  whole  of  the 
transaction  he  (Mr.  Baring)  was  now 
bringioff  under  the  notice  of  the  Hoosei 
he  was  oound  to  admit  that  his  right  hon. 
Friend  had  conducted  himself  most  unex* 
ceptionably.  The  question  arose  in  1831 
how  the  office  of  deputy  Judae-advocate  at 
Portsmouth  was  to  be  filled.  Mr.  Greetham 
had  been  paid  partly  by  a  salary,  and  partly 
by  so  much  a  day  ror  the  time  he  was 
employed.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  was  of 
opiuiou  that  the  office  of  deputy  Judge- 
advocate  was  not  necessary,  and  he  ae«. 
cordingly  abolished  the  office  and  its 
salary.  Still  it  was  neoessanr  that  the 
business  at  Portsmouth  should  be  done, 
and  it  was  determined  that  a  person  should 
officiate  as  deputy  Judge-advocate,  and 
should  be  appointed  for  that  purpose.  The 
duties  of  the  officiating  Judge-adyocate 
were  to  be  precisely  the  same  as  those  of 
the  deputy  Judge-advocate,  only  he  would 
receive  no  permanent  salary.  Sir  James 
Macdonald  brought  forward  the  name  of 
Mr.  Hoskins,  as  a  fit  nerson  to  discharge  the 
duties,  and  he  could  bear  witness  to  the 
pains  the  right  hon.  Baionet  (Sir  JameS 
Graham)  took  to  ascertain  the  merits  and 
capabilities  of  the  individual.  Mr.  Hos- 
kins was  perfectly  well  qualified  for 
the  situation.  Were  not  the  Speaker  In 
the  Chair,  he  might,  he  believed,  ap- 
peal to  him  confidently  upon  that  poiiit. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  J.  Graham) 
had  not  failed  duly  to  inform  himself  with* 
out  reference  to  political  opinions  of  Mr. 
Hoskin's  capability.  His  late  oolleagoet 
Mr.  Carter,  from  bis  personal  knowledge 
and  legal  habits,  was  of  all  men  most  ca- 
pable of  forming  an  accurate  estimate^  and 
he  had  borne  ample  testimony  to  the  daims 
and  merits  of  Mr.  Hoskins.  The  eyidmos 
of  Mr.  Carter  on  the  subject  was  the  less 
exceptionable,  because  he  was  persooally 
desirous  of  promoting  the  claims  of  another 
party.  Undoubtedly,  Mr.  Hoskins  wiS 
exceedingly  anxious,  not  for  the  additional 
salary,  but  for  the  rank  of  the  office  of  de- 
puty Judge-advocate,  on  twogroundSi  one 
of  which  was,  that  it  liad  always  beSH 
looked  up  to  in  his  profession  as  m  Mr  6kh 
jcct  of  ambition.  He,  therefore,  made  n 
application  for  the  pnrpose,  but  it  was  tfh 
fused  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  Another 
reason  was,  that  some  of  tlie  friends  of 
Mr.  Hoskins  apprehended  tliat  if  ht,  who 
was  a  liberal,  were  appointed  deputy 
Judge^vocate,  advatttage  wifjb^  al 


time  be  taken  of  the  change  in  the 
name  of  the  office^  in  order  to  ri« 
more  Mm,  on  a  diange  of  Goysmmonl. 
In  answer  to  that  fear,  when  stated  to  the 
right  hon.  Baroneti  he  said,  •<  So  long  m 
Mti  Hoskins  diachaiges  his  dtttiea  pto- 
periy*  he  need  fear  no  disBrissal."  Uii- 
fortnnately,  the  ftiends  of  Mr.  Hoskmk 
had  prognosticate  hut  loo  tmlyi  ia 
January,  1843,  withoot  the  sl^hlMt  pio- 
yious  nodesi  that  gentleman  looriyed  a 
letter  ham  Sir  John  Banvw,  as  Seeitttary 
to  the  Admiralty^  oooohed  in  the  foiloiring 
terms  £•«<« 

*Sir,  I  am  eotsmandsd  by  the  LoMs  Ceo»- 
misrionets  of  the  Admiralty  to  aequalilt  yoh 
that  they  have  appointed  Mr.  O.  Ijuiibsft 
Qreetham  to  suoceed  yon  in  offleiatiim  as 
depoly  Judge-advocate  in  trials  by  ooort- 
martiu.    1  am.  Sir,  your  obeoient  servant, 

^  Jour  Baaaow.*' 

During  the  whole  period  that  MK 
Hoskins  had  disdiargBd  tho  duties  6f  hit 
office,  not  the  slightest  diiSitisheilNi  haA 
heeti  esproosed,  and  seyoral  oflhMn  irtid 
had  nrsnded  at  ooorts  aiaHfal  had  4^ 
dared  that  Hf.  HbsUiis  had  eoaduelBl 
himself  most  effidinlly.  In  hh  htter  la 
reply  to  the  olBcfad  aanbttiicediatit  rf  Hr 
Johtt  Barrow,  Mr.  HosUos  saU^  that 
he  felt  it  due  to  hts  jprofessi<aihl  repotalieii 
ffsspeelfkrily  to  Incpupe  #h«ther  his  rroioviil 
from  hb  offloe  bad  been  oeeadooad  hjr 
anydhnatisfcctionia  refersnoe  either  to  tli 
disdHoge  of  his  pvUio  dutias,  er  to  aw 
other  |Mt  of  Us  ooodnet  while  idfciatiag 
as  Deputy  Jodgi^Adfooale.  Kb  tiMitf 
was  apiplicable  not  saorelr  to  Urn  pstmii- 
ance  of  his  offidal  dtities,\itt  to  m  a4ioll 
of  hit  coodoei,  aad  tho  aMMwha  hadhk 
oeiyed  waa,  that  nocaosadf  enbahiot#halb 

ever  existed,  hat  that  tho  LoMioTthoAdU 
lobalty  did  not  ooasldei^  Ao  litaaiiow  ha 
held  onofor  life,  iMt  moftly  to  ba  haM  dHsu 
ingherMijostfaploasteat.  Thars#ai»ih 
feet,  00  sitQatbo  ifl  any  of  Hio  pabHo  d^ats-* 
menta  to  wUeh  thb  aano  vimnr  wwdd 
^^9Vtif»iu^  ha  was  at  a  hM  feoAtiaa 
for  wh^  OMsa  Mr.  HoridM  had  taiaa  iHi^ 


Adanaa  of  oseiBBV  n^itallad  tk 
tho  borooiA  or  PortMMNrth  «|Naitfaoarfi. 
jecst^  hot  thoOMuoo  of  tho  ^vsataMdonlw 
01  sna  ■nnaawuna  was  oacMiavy  in  lafwi 
of  Mr.  Hoslbi,  and  Ilia  hsHif  waM<lM 
ho  had  bean  disasisssd  boaiaibhawaa  a 
Wh^  and  that  Mf.  (Irsatlwas  had  bna 
appoiatsd  bacaasa  ha  ^m§  a  Tery^  aad  Mb* 
OHM  ho  waa  the  hwthei»hi.Mw  af  Mr 
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George  Cockburn's  electicm  committee. 
He  Jiould  really  be  glad  to  know  what 
were  the  true  grounds  of  the  removal  of 
Mr.  Hoskins,  of  whose  character  he  would 
now  speak  with  the  same  sincerity  as  if  he 
were  giving  evidence  in  a  court  of  justice. 
He  was  a  man  of  high  professional  know- 
ledge^ of  singular  ability,  of  the  strictest 
honour^  and  his  private  character  was  with- 
out stain.  So  high  was  the  estimate  formed 
of  him  in  Portsmouth,  that  when  a  recent 
election  of  mayor  took  place,  and  for  two 
days  considerable  difficulty  was  found  in 
procuring  a  majority  for  either  party,  the 
name  of  Mr.  Hoskins  was  mentioned,  and 
he  was  at  once  voted  into  that  im- 
portant office.  He  still  held  it  to  his 
own  pecuniary  loss,  and  to  the  in- 
jury of  his  business.  He  had  recently 
heard  some  ground  stated  as  the  reasons 
for  the  removal  of  Mr.  Hoskins,  but  he 
could  hardly  give  credit  to  them.  It  was 
said  that  the  present  Lords  of  the  Admi- 
ralty had  thought  proper  to  re-create  the 
office  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in 
1831  had  abolished,  and  that  Mr.Greetham 
had  been  appointed  deputy  judge  advo- 
cate; it  was  further  to  be  urged,  as  he 
understood,  that  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Hoskins  was  only  temporary,  and  that,  in 
fact,  while  he  officiated,  the  office  was  in 
abeyance.  If  such  were  to  be  the  defence, 
at  least  the  right  hon.  baronet  (Sir  James 
Graham)  could  not  concur  in  it.  He  must 
be  well  aware  that  the  intention  was  not 
to  make  Mr.  Hoskins  a  mere  stop-gap,  for 
the  right  lion.  Baronet  had  said  that  Mr. 
Hoskins  need  not  fear  removal,  as  long  as 
he  properly  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
office.  If  It  were  to  be  said  that  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty  had  appointed  Mr. 
Groetham  to  a  new  situation,  the  answer 
was,  that  he  had  been  appointed  to  the 
very  situation  which  Mr.  iloskins  had  so 
long  filled.  If  such  an  arrangement  were 
in  contemplation,  it  was  somewhat  sur- 
prising that  Mr.  Hoskins  had  no  notice  of 
It,  and  that  he  was  not  previously  informed, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  revival  of  the 
office  of  deputy  judge  advocate,  his  services 
would  be  uispcused  with.  On  the  9th  of 
January,  1843,  courts  martial  were  held, 
and  in  what  capacity  did  Mr.Greetham 
ap|Mmr  before  them?  Precisely  iu  the 
capacity  of  Mr.  Hoskins;  and  to  show  that 
such  was  the  fact,  he  need  only  say  that 
the  warrants  were  signed  by  the  pre- 
siding officer.  At  what  time,  then, 
was  the  new  change  of  office  made  > 
When  did  the  Admirilty  discover  the  uc« 


cessityof  re-creftting  tlie 
now  been  conferred  upoo  Blr.  G: 
He  had  hitherto arguea  the  aoertMB  mm 
as  if  a  common  derk  in  the  Tkeamr*  E^ 
cise,  or  Customs,  had  been  wnmmaAf  fc 
missed  ;  but  if  there  was  one  dSammtm 
than  another  who  ought  not  te  fat  An 
missed  without  good  cauae  aaiigMil,  ilvH 
a  person  placed  in  the  attuatw  «f  Mb 
Hoskins.  The  judge-adTocate  a 
courts  martial  had  frequently  te  ^ 
the  part  of  a  judge*  and  he  was  callaii 
in  his  instructions  from  the  Adndnhr^L 
merely  to  deliver  his  opinion,  ifaafcim,  lie 
to  give  his  opinion  whenever  he 
it  necessary,  on  the  legality  of 
or  on  any  other  part  of  the 
Thus  he  was  frequently  the  ndnaer  of  lit 
court,  and  his  appointment  had  eonelhim 
in  it  of  a  judicuii  character.  He  dal  ait 
mean  to  insinuate  that  the  AdafailW 
had  made  the  change  with  any  view  m 
rendering  the  office  Teas  indqwndaat;  ha 
believed  they  only  were  anaioue  to 
for  a  political  firiend,  but  a 
tion,  he  begged  the  Houaeto 
might  be  the  effect,  if  the  penon  whewaillt 
adviser  of  the  court  was  understood  ta 
his  office  merely  at  the  will  and 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  might  he  at 
turned  out  of  office,  without  mercy  ei 
sideration.  It  was  too  much  to  cnat 
that  a  man  so  circumstanced  wouUTmov 
any  stern  independence  of  the  Adauiah? 
on  any  occasion  when  it  miaht  be  leqahsL 
Great  injustice  had  been  done  to  a 
competent,  honourable,  and  worthy 
and  it  was  necessary  that  aome  " 
cause  should  be  assigned  for  a 
unprecedented.  The  right  hon.  ^ 
concluded  by  moving  as  an 
the  motion  for  a  committee  of  aupply** 

^  Tliat  there  be  laid  before 
copy  of  any  letter  from  the  coi 
chief  at  Portsmoutli,  dated  the  ISlh  daf  if 
August,  1831,  appointing  Mr.  Uoakiiia  tti  ^ 
ciate  as  Deputy  Judge-Advocaie  at  thai 
together  with  a  letter  coDtaining  the  di 
of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  JiAmMttg 
referred  to  therein." 


Sir  G.  Staunton  seconded  the 
It  was    unnecessary  for  him.    after   thi 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Mover,  to 
any  lengthened  observations  to  the  Hi 
he  would  content  himself  with  e:  _ 

his  entire  concurrence  in  the  view  takea  hf 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  could  ait 
sit  down,  however,  without  taking  thiaa^ 
iK)rtunity  of  bearing  his  testimony  ts  tai 
high  character,  perfect  integrity^  gad 
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election.  It  hid  been  naual  it  «uh  court- 
martial  to  DOmiDBte  Mr,  Hoikins;  but  in' 
one  inBtance,  the  court  nominated  Mr. 
Greetfaam,  as  tliev  had  >  poftct  right  to 
nominate  the  deputy  jodgMulTOCSte.  Dur- 
ing the  conree  of  the  lut  winter,  it  ww 
thought  Bdrintde  bf  the  Board  of  Ad- 


partiality  vith  which,  it  wu  admitted 
all  hands,  Mr.  Hoskios  had  performed  the 
duties,  both  of  that  office  from  which  he 
had  been  dismissed  in  a  manner  so  u 
ompled,  and  the  office  of  mayor,  to  which 
he  had  been  elected,  under  unusual  cir- 
cumstances, by  the  unanimous  vote  of  his 
fellow- citizens.  He  should  have  suppoaed 
that  Mr.  Hoekins,  from  his  moderation  in 
politics  and  his  [Mpulaiity  even  amongst 
his  opponentB,  would  have  been  tbe  last 
person  to  meet  with  this  mark  of,  at  least, 
implied  censure. 

Mr.  Sidney  Herbert  thanked  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  bis  offer  to  postpone 
the  discussion,  if  it  would  be  in  any  mea- 
sure annoying  to  the  gallant  Admiral  (Sir 
George  Cockbum) ;  but  there  wai  nothing 
that  could  be  annoying  to  him.  The  sim- 
plest and  best  method  for  him  to  take,  to 
put  the  House  into  possession  of  the  mo- 
tives of  Admiralty,  was  to  state  tbe  beta 
of  the  case  in  a  snort  and  clear  manner. 
The  House  was  probably  aware,  that  by 
an  act  passed  in  the  reign  of  George  3ml, 
the  proceedings  on  courts- martial  were 
regulated.  Qy  this  act,  in  the  absence  of 
the  deputy  jui^-advocate,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  court-martial  to  proceed  to  elect 
some  person  pro  hac  vice  to  fill  the  office. 
The  custom  on  foreign  stations  and  of  late 
years,  had  been  to  select  the  Admiral's 
secaetary,  or  if  not  the  secretary,  an  intel- 
ligent purser,  or  if  not  a  purser,  the  most 
intelligent  person  whoae  services  they 
could  command.  Up  to  the  year  18S3|  aa 
had  been  stated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, Mr.  Moses  Greetham  was  deputy 
judgeodvocate  at  Portsmouth.  On  bis  death 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  declined  to  fill 
up  the  ap{)ointmeot.  Among  tbe  many 
changes  which  were  made  at  &at  time,  he 
aboli^ed  the  office,  and  wrote  to  Hr. 
Hoskins,  stating  that  he  would  be  recom- 
mended bv  tbe  Admiralty  to  officiate  aa 
deputy  juoge  advocate.  Under  this  ar- 
rangement, Mr.  Hoekins  was  elected,  by 
the  different  courts- martial  held  at  Ports- 
mouth, to  officiate  in  each  cose,  pro  Mac 
vice.  He  was  appointed  so  lor  aa  his  right 
hon.  Friend  had  a  right  to  appmnt,  out 
the  courts'-martial  had  a  perfect  right  to 
confirm  the  appointment  or  not.  At  tbe 
trial  of  Captain  Toup  Nicholaabrtheloaa 
of  her  Majesty's  ship,  Vindictire,  Sir  Ed- 
ward Owen,  seeing  Mr.  Hodtins  maeat 
at  the  court  martial,  asked  why  be  waa 
present,  and  then  desired  bim  to  ictiH^ 
when  the  court.martial  prooeeded  to  bia 


miraJty  to  send  a  deputy  judgft-^roeote 
to  out  on  a  cottrt-morbol  to  a  fbrdcn 
■tadoD.  On  aending  (or  Mi.  Jonea,  iSe 
solidtor  to  tbe  Admiralty,  bowew,  tbe 
board  found  that  there  waa  no  anch 
person  as  a  deputy  judp-odvocate,  or 
any  one  they  could  aend.  He  via  obl^ 
most  fortunately,  to  dopoae  to  what  totk 
place  at  the  board,  having  been  pieaent  «t 
their  coDvemtion.  It  n^nmlly  atrud:  tba 
Admiralty  that  tfaia  want  WM  aitreuidy 
inconvenient  in  their  proceediagih  and  that 
it  was  not  quite  ri^t  to  dboe  tbe  Adpi- 
''""'"  ofreew 


'alty  in  tha&lsepi  _ 

a  pereon  to  offitaate  as  dmuty  Judaf 
advocate  who  migfat  be  renaed  ny  tt* 
Gourt-martioL  They  thought  it  the  dvty 
<rfthe  Admiralty,  uerefore,  to  aaeon  ftr 
the  public  tbe  aorrioea  of  a  gentUmaB  iriw 
waa  notoriooaly  and  eminently  wor^  af 
tbe  (Ace.  TbelaattbingbewouUttink 
of  doing  would  be  to  diadaigB  Hb  Has- 
kina.  He  admitted  avuy  vera  tbat  Ae 
ri^t  boo.  Gentleman  hii  i^  as  to  Ue 
qualificitiow  tod  dianotcr.  He  under- 
atood  that  Mr.  HoaUaa  wts  »  poaou  gf 
bi^  standing  end  lepntatkwi  end  At 
men  fteelr  lie  admitted  the  encdla&t  cfai^ 
racter  of  Ur.  Hoakioa,  tbe  leaa  auniciM 
would  there  be  that  bo  or. tbe  Mud 
entertuoed  any  ilUlbding  toiriuda  ICih 
Hoakua  bimdL  Hr.  H«ddM,  «a  bud 
been  atated  by  tba  riglit  ben.  GMdHam, 
had,  on  bis  onpnal  iqqniatnuat,'or  mtber 
on  tbe  racdptofapnmiae  tbat  baibeuld 
be   recommended   to   ouurle-anvtsal   nv 


tbeir  aMwintment,  addreaMd 
to  tbe  Board  rf  Adminlty  conphinii«  of 
faia  not  being  appointed  Kgubtdy  aa  dapulj 
jodge-adTonta^  in  wfaidi  m  boo  caDad  the 
attention  of  the  board  very  clearly,  and  aa 
be  (Hr,|Befbart)  thought  very  coovincingb 
It,  to  tiM  ineonveeienic  of  not  having  m 
deputy  Judge- edwcate,  aa  he  conceited,  and 
ked,  on  account  of  the  public  service,  to 
be  put  upon  dn  footing  of  a  deputy  judge- 
advocate,  atating  that  be  was  willing  tn 
take  tbe  oAoe  without  receiving  any  sa^ 
buy;  tbat  pmpoeal  was  not,  however,  ac-'. 
-'  *-  tbe  Beetd  of  Admiralty.  Mr. 
il,  stated., 


atmu  reeaone  for  the  a|>pointment  of  such 
an  OBoer,  in  whidi  he  agreed.    After  thsi 
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conversation  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  it  was  determined 
that  the  office  should  be  re-establislied. 
Mr.  Jones,  the  solicitor,  was  consulted  as 
to  who  was  the  most  proper  person  to  fill 
the  situation.  Mr.  Hoskins  filled  no  situa- 
tion under  the  Admiralty;  indeed,  he 
held  no  situation  except  that  to  which  he 
might  be  elected  by  the  courts  martial. 
Mr.  Hoskins'  claim,  therefore,  would  be 
that  for  eleven  years  he  had  officiated  as 
deputy  judge-advocate  and  had  borne  a 
high  character,  whilst  Mr.  Greet  ham's 
claims  would  be  that  many  years  before 
Mr.  Hoskins  officiated  he  did,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  a<;e  or  illness  of  his  father, 
Eerform  the  duties  for  him.  Mr.  Greet- 
am  had  been  appointed  by  Mr.  Jones, 
the  solicitor  to  the  Admiralty,  not  because 
of  any  personal  feelinff.but  in  consequence 
of  the  confidence  he  had  in  him,  who,  as 
agent  to  the  solicitor  for  the  Admiralty, 
had  had  to  solve  questions  on  law  |)oints 
raised  before  the  courts-martial.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  prefaced  his 
speech  with  some  sound  constitutional 
doctrine  as  to  the  removal  of  officers  of  the 
Crown,  with  the  view  of  applying  them  to 
this  case.  He  (Mr.  S.  Herbert)  fully  coin- 
cided in  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  views, 
but  the  right  hon.  gentlemen  would  admit 
that  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  who  were  re- 
sponsible for  disposing  of  the  patronage  of 
tiie  Crown,  had  the  right  to  appoint  such 
persons  as  they  might  think  luost  fit.  It  was 
supposed  that  the  appointment  was  made 
to  assist  a  political  supporter,  but  the  pro. 
posal  to  Mr.  Grectham  was,  whether  he 
would  accept  the  office  of  deputy  judge- 
advocate  without  a  salary  ;  and  his  reply 
was  that  he  would  take  the  office  with- 
out a  salary.  [Mr.  F.  T.  Baring :  Not 
without  any  remuneration,  I  suppose.^ 
He  offered  to  take  the  office  without  sa- 
lary. Of  course  he  would  have  the  same 
remuneration  as  the  officiating  deputy, 
but  there  would  be  no  additional  expense 
to  the  country,  or  burden  on  the  public. 
A  letter  was  written  to  Mr.  Grcetham  on 
the  *Z2i\  December,  1842,  asking  whether 
he  would  accept  the  office  of  deputy  judge 
advocate,  and  he  had  answered  that  ho 
would.  That  was  the  state  of  the  case. 
It  was  dccide<i  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
that  for  the  goou  of  the  public  service  the 
office  should  be  re-established,  it  wa^i  found 
to  lie  inc*onvenient  to  l)e  without  this  offi 
ccr ;  it  was  decided  that  the  officv  should 
Im*  re-established  without  salary,  it  was 
pro|>osed  upon  those  terms  to  Mr.  Ci'cct- 


ham,  and  he  accepted  it  without  mhtj. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  the  tffml^ 
ment  of  Mr.  Greetham  would  Mt  he  dk 
jected  to.  He  came  now  to  a  put  of  tti 
case  into  which  he  could  oot  enter  wllfcNt 
feeling  much  difficultv-  On  the  HI  d 
December  the  proposal  was  made  ta  Ik 
Greetham.  He  was  coeniaant  of  the 
proceeding,  and  heoouTd  gire  hk 
to  the  House  that  there  waa  no 
on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Adainkf  M 
act  politically,  and  that  no 
made  of  politico  in  aoy  waj 
that  conversation.  He  waa 
now  repeated  the  oonvereation :  he 
speaking  in  an  assembly  ot  gnuOtmtM 
he  was  speaking  on  his  own  authoiity; 
he  said  that  there  was  no  nuaitluu  l 
as  to  politics.  This,  he  belie  wed,  that  a^ 
litical  considerations  woaM  not  have  ■• 
duced  the  Government  to  aopeiaede  Mki 
Hoskins.  A  few  days  after  thi^  aa  lie 
31st  of  December,  a  letter  waa  writlBS  U 
that  gentleman.  For  chat  letter  he  wa 
himself  responsible,  as  secretary  to  the  AL 
miralty.  He  thought  it  better,  wh  *■ 
error  had  been  committed,  frankly  to 
it.  He  had  left  town,  with  the  ti  " 
he  had  just  stated  it,  and  then,  h 
ignorance  of  the  nature  of  the 
Sir  John  Barrow,  who  evident! r  thaarfi 
that  Mr.  Hoskins  was  deputy  iiwguaJia 
cate,  and  was  to  be  soperseaea,  wraMii 
letter.  On  his  return  to  London  ha  aai 
informed  of  the  letter  written  by  Mr. 
kins,  requesting  an  expianatian.  Hel 
upon  caused  a  regular  warzant  to  he 
out,  by  which  Mr.  Greethaai 
ap(K)inted  deputy  judge-ad 
letters  written  in  error 
The  date  of  the  warrant  be  had 
but  it  was  subsequent  to  the 
ence  and  the  letters  written  la 
ignorance  of  the  facts  of  the  casot 
deed  in  direct  contradiction  of  the 
the  case,  and  of  the  ioteationa  of  lbs 
lk)ard  of  Admiralty.  It  was  thondht  n^ 
ccssary  to  have  a  deputy  jnd jn  aosatih 
that  he  might  he  scot  to  any  nlaee.  If 
Mr.  Greetham  had  resided  at  PI 
instead  of  Portsmooth,  he  might 
have  l)een  appointed  without 
Mr.  Greetham  had  been  represented'ta 
Board  as  n  most  qualified  person,  aad  bs 
resided  at  Portsmouth,  which,  being 
t(i  London,  and  with  easier  caonini 
tion.  was  thought  tu  be  a  prefeimble 
to  Plyiiiotitli  for  thf  residence  of 
otFicer  ;  and  lie  h:id  a1n*ady  the 
of  tlu*  B«iard  of  Adminihy,  actiag 
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for  the  solicitor  to  the  Botrd,  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  Houk  would  be  ntianed, 
although  the  letters  were  written  la 
ignonuiM  or  the  facts,  and  written  In 
error;  and  he  resetted,  any  aeeming 
want  of  courtesy  in  conrefing  to  Mr. 
Hoakins  the  intention  of  the  AdmirRltj 
to  make  the  change — that  he  had  taken 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  correcting 
the  error.  So  far  from  having  dis- 
placed this  gentleman  from  office  to  sub- 
atitute  another  of  different  political  opi- 
nions, or  that  to  provide  for  a  supporter 
they  had  created  the  place,  the  Bcttrd  of 
Admiralty  had  found  that  public  iaconve- 
nience  had  resulted  from  the  want  of  this 
officer ;  they  were  acting  as  they  thought 
right,  and  for  the  best  iotereste  of  the  ser- 
vice; they  re-esUbI!shed  the  office,  and 
they  did  not  turn  any  one  out  of  office,  be- 
cause Mr.  Hotkins  held  no  office.  Tfao 
gentleman  who  had  been  put  into  the  (Ace 
BO  re-established  bad  been  recommended 
to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  as  eminently 
qualified  for  the  duty  of  the  office,  and  u 
had  claims  upon  the  Admiralty  long  priw 
to  the  time  when  Mr.  Hoakins  was  par- 
mitted  to  officiate  as  deputy  indge^ro- 
cale.  He  truited  that  tbe  House  would 
now  be  satislied  with  tbe  motives  of  the 
Admiralty  in  tbe  coone  they  had  pur- 
sued ;  certainly  there  was  great  raiini[H«- 
hensions  in  tbe  three  letters  which  baa  been 
referred  to,  and  they  were  written  in  etrar. 
The  whole  of  the  papon  which  tbe  rigbt 
hon.  Gentleman  widiM,  and  tbe  wtide  of 
the  correspondence  in  the  poaeestion  of  the 
Admiralty,  showing  the  history  of  the  case, 
he  was  perfectly  welcome  to,  and  they 
should  be  laid  upon  tbe  Table  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  CkarUt  Wood  would  not  inunoate 
an  opinion  aa  to  whether  Mr.  Hoekina  was 
fitter  than  Mr  Greetham,  ur  Mr.  Greetbam 
fitter  than  Mr.  Hoekina  to  fiU  this  office. 
There  might,  perhaps,  be  some  alight  ad- 
vantage in  re-establishing  the  office  of  de- 
puty judge-advocate;  butfbrthelaateleveii 
years  the  buainesa  had  beeti  cooducted  it 
Portsmouth,  as  ^  us  he  knew  witbont 
cooiplaiat;  itwasstthismomeotflouducted 
at  Plymouth  by  a  persno  tAciatine  aa 
deputy  judge-adVocate,  and  bts  right  nOD. 
Friend  (Sir  James Graham)haJ,<loabtle«, 
changi.'d  the  system  at  Portsmeatb,  becanaa 
for  many  years  back  tbe  service  at  I^y- 
muuth  had  been  so  well  conducted.  It  waa 
atwoys  su  conducted  on  foreign  atatlaos. 
Therefore,  when  his  lion.  Friend 
said  that  it  was  necessary 


I.  Fnend  oppoMte 
to  re.«ataUUi  tbe 


nffice,  he  did  not  taj  that  there  wu  not 
aome  reason  for  it ;  out  be  muat  obeerve 
that  the  public  service  bad  been  couductel 
practically  without  the  lightest  Afficnity ; 
and  wben  without  notice  to  tbe  individual, 
or  any  qtedal  ground  tor  condemnatioa, 
there  was  a  remorsl,  be  muat  aay  that 
towards  that  individual  the   tnosactioil 
was  uDJust.     His  hon.  Friend  io  giving 
tbem  toe  history  of  tbe  case,  had  men- 
tioned a  oonvernfion  in  which  there  wab 
no  mention  of  politics,  and  hon.  Memben 
on  that  (tbe  opposition)  dde  of  tbe  UouM 
cheered.    He  assured  his  hon.  Friend  that 
all  they  meant  by  thlt  cheer  na  that  they 
never  supposed,  at  the  moaent  of  tma 
conrersaoon,  that  It  was  (^nly  atUied  thnt 
Mr.  Greetham  wis  tbe  taother-in-hiw  <^ 
the  chairman  of  Sir  George  CdAbona'a' 
committee,  or  that  Mr.  Hoshine  had  baas 
active  on  tbe  part  of  hla  rteht  hon,  FrlOid 
(Mr.  Baring).     His  bon.  Fnend,  hmlmtt, 
woutd  hBTdly  Induce  tbe  House  to  baiieta 
thtt  the  politics  of  both  oentleAen  mitt  not 
perfrctiy  wdl  known,  dthongh  thef  wen 
not  nwndoned  It  the  bWfd,  orUMt|Hitl. 
tical  biu  wit  IM  efibetoil  on  tbit  aooMUt. 
Rb  hon.  Friend  hud  add  that  Sir  John 
Biirrtiw  auppitsed  that  Mr.  Ho>{kiiis  wns  ta 
be  supersi^ded  in  tlic  office  of  deputy  judge- 
adrocate.     The   letter,    however,   showed. 
the  very  reverse.      The  whole  statement 
of  his  hon.  Friend  was  founded  on   the  ' 
RUppositioQ  that   Mr.  Hoskins  was  not  a  ' 
deputy  judge -advocate,  and  therefore  coulj  ,4 
not  be  turned  out.     Nothing  could  be  so'^ 
pi-euisL-  tm  tbe  letter  of  Sir  Jolin  Barrow  Ul2 
Mr.  Hoskina  on  this  point:  it  said  tbaCj 
HDotber  person  wus  appointed  to  "  succeed  J 
him  as  officiating  deputy  judge-advocate."  ' 
If  it  bad  beeo  necessary  to  appoint  Mr.  \ 
Greetbam  deputy  judge-advocate,  and  bo, 
had  been  so  appitintcd,  the  communication,) 
to  Mr.  Hoskiiis  would  naturally  have  been,' 
a  statement  lliut  llie  board  had  thou^t^ 
such  an  officer  necessary.     There  was  noj 
auchstatementiu  the  tetter  of  Mr.  Hoakia^' 
It  did   not  say  that  Mr.  Greetham  was^ 
appointed  deputy  judge- advocate,  but  than 
he  wus  to  succeed  to  Mr.  Hoskins  in  offi** 
ciiitiog  as  deputy  judgc-advocalc,  and  ninrfj 
ni-  ten   days  aflernatds  they  found  hinji 


officiating  in  that  capacity,  but  not  holding 
an  appointment  as  deputy  judge-ad vocat^ 
From  the  cotreBpondcnre,  ne  was  inclined  t(v] 


think  (hat  tbe  Admiralty  finding  they  lim 
made  a  mistake,  thought  they  should  mult^ 
It  heller  cuse  if  they  appointed  a  deputfl 
juiigtr-adviN-iitc.  Old  It  ever  occur  to  tUS 
Doiird  of  Admiralty  U>  uk   Mr.  HoskintQ 
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whether  he  would  like  to  accept  the  office 
of  deputy  judge-advocate  with  the  same 
pay  ?  Would  not  this  have  been  a  fairer 
way  of  treating  an  officer  who  had  satis- 
factorily discharged  his  duty  for  eleven 
years^  and  towards  a  public  servant  liable 
to  no  reproach?  It  would  have  been 
fairer  towards  Mr.  Hoskins,  and  would  not 
have  increased  the  cost  to  the  service. 
It  was  believed  in  Portsmouth  that  the 
change  had  been  made  from  political 
motives,  and  he  must  say  that  the  facts, 
as  they  had  been  brought  before  the  House, 
would  bear  out  that  belief.  It  was  true 
in  point  of  form  that  Mr.  Hoskins  was 
appointed  pro  hac  vice.  He  was  perfectly 
aware  that  one  court-martial  could  appoint 
and  another  not;  but  this  was  a  technical 
objection,  which  he  did  not  think  of  much 
value.  Did  not  courts- martial  both  at 
home  and  on  foreign  stations  invariably 
appoint  the  officiating  deputy  judge-advo- 
cate recommended  by  the  commander- 
in-chief.  During  the  last  eleven  years  the 
commander-in-chief  had  practically  ap- 
pointed Mr,  Hoskins  to  be  officiating  deputy 
judge-advocate  at  Porstmouth.  Upon  what 
terms  was  he  first  appointed — or  in  the 
confusion  of  terms,  perhaps,  he  ought  to 
say  named  ?  The  commander-in-chief  at 
Portsmouth,  Sir  Thomas  Foley,  wrote  to 
him,  stating  thai  he  had  received  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Admiralty  to  employ  him  as  of- 
ficiating deputy  judge-advocate,  and  adding, 
*'  whenever  a  court-martial  is  assembled,  I 
shall  call  upon  you."  But  there  were  cer- 
tain duties  to  be  performed  before  the 
court-martial  assembled.  In  practice,  it 
was  impossible  that  a  court-martial  could 
proceed  without  some  preliminary  proceed- 
ings by  the  person  who  would  afterwards 
be  the  officiating  judge-advocate  and  by 
Admiralty  order  Mr.  Iloskins  was  paid  for 
such  services,  which  were  rendered  previous 
to  his  appointment  by  each  court-martial. 
However  good,  therefore,  his  hon.  Friend's 
objection  might  be  technically,  it  was  prac- 
tically not  worth  much.  Would  his  hon. 
Friend  contend  that  the  technical  point  of 
Mr.  Hoskins  being  appointed  pro  hac  vice 
deprived  him  of  the  equitable  ri;;ht  of 
being  appointed  by  the  Admiralty?  When 
Mr.  Hoskins  was  named,  his  right  hon. 
Friend  (Sir  .fames  Graham)  assured  him 
that  no  change  of  Government  would  de- 
prive him  of  the  equitable  right,  and  that 
ne  might  consider  his  appointment  perma- 
nent. The  tecluiical  objection  did  not  go 
one  iota  towards  removing  the  eqiiitubli' 
claim.  No  ground  was  shown  ftir  depriving 


Mr.  Hoskins  of  his  i  intOMBt.  ft  «■ 
only  for  the  House  to  oj  w  its  ovi 
ence  of  what  the  iiiotiv.8  lor  the 
might  be ;  he  (Mr.  C.  Wood)  kii  a 
suspicion  that  they  were  politied  ~ 
and  that  a  wish  to  provide  lor  i 
whose  political  opioioos  agreed  i 
Government  had  been  a  mliiy 
There  had  been  do  neoeaaity  lor  Aamgm 
Mr.  Hoskins.  He  (Mr.  C.  Wood)*y 
filled  the  same  office  as  hia  hoo.  Fnni; 
he  had  been  Secretary  of  the  Adaibiilf ; 
I  and  he  had  also  held  soother  oSe^  mmt 
connected  with  the  political  dispesbinrf 
favours,  and  ^he  must  say^  that 

knew  of  an  instance  io  which  poKticd 

had  interfered  with  the  perfbrmaoce  of  la 
duty  to  a  public  servant. 

Sir  Charles  Napier  said,  that  it  «■ 
extremely  disagreeable,  when  two 
Gentlemen  were  pitted  against  each 
if  one  had  been,  and  the  other  was 
tary  to  a  department,  for  thej  weie 
let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag.  He  wi 
to  find  that  it  had  fallen  to  the  lot  oTIm 
hon.  Friend,  the  Secretary  of  the  Adaih 
ralty,  to  defend  the  appointment.  * 
his  hon.  Friend  was  too  honeat  a 
defend  it  well,  and  a  worse 
his,  when  a  notorious  job  had 
he  had  never  heard.  Hia  hoo. 
said,  that  Sir  Edward  Owen,  sitting 
a  court-martial  on  the  trial  of  Ci 
Troup  Nicholas,  went  up  and  asked' Ifc 
Hoskins  what  he  did  there,  altlioBgb  It 
might  naturally  have  expected  to  saaliB 
in  his  usual  place.  Now,  he  woaU  dk 
whether  this  was  not  a  sort  of  a  feeler  w0L 
out  by  the  Admiralty,  to  let  Mr.  Hoskisi 
know  that  he  might  be  turned  oot  oassf 
these  fine  days,  when  it  might  suit  ik 
Admiralty  to  appoint  hit  successor,  h 
was  done  in  a  very  excellent  manner  fct 
had  never  known  snythine  done  >^— y. 
His  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  C.  Wood)  had  mI 
rightly,  that  the  ofRciating  deputy  jwh^ 
advocate  was  invariably  recommeodedlw 
the  Commander-in-chief;  and  that,  h^ 
fore  a  court-martial  could  take  place,  eii* 
dence  must  be  summoned  by  the  pcnn 
who  was  to  be  afterwards  appointed  efr 
elating  deputy  judge- advocate.  Did  An 
suppose  that  the  members  of  coarts-sw^ 
lial,  who  were  alwavs  too  happy  |o  doH 
the  admiralty  wished,  would  have ohisclsi 
to  Mr.  Hoskins,  who  had  been  oflSeiati^ 
deputy  judge-advocate  for  eleven 
before  ?  lie  believed,  that  more  c. 
martial   took  place  abroad    (ban   ia 
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country.  He  had  been  in  the  seryice 
forty-three  years,  and  he  bad  never  seen 
any  difficulty,  nor  had  he  heard  of  any 
deputy  judge- advocate  being  sent  abroadi 
to  officiate.  He  therefore  thought  that 
upon  that  point  his  hon.  Friend's  justifi- 
cation must  fall  to  the  ground.  Then 
they  were  told  that  Mr.  Moses  Greetham's 
son  had  frequently  officiated  for  his  father: 
he  might  have  done  so  during  illness  ;  he 
had,  however,  sat  on  some  courts-martial 
with  the  gallant  Captain,  the  Member  for 
Aberdeen  (Captain  Gordon),  and  be  did 
not  recollect  one  instance  in  which  Mr. 
Moses  Greetham  did  not  act.  This  was 
not  the  first  case  of  the  kind  which  had 
occurred  since  the  present  Government 
had  come  into  office.  It  would  be  fresh 
in  the  minds  of  hon.  Gentlemen  that  in  the 
course  of  the  last  Session  of  Parliament, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Brighton  (Captain 
Pechell)  had  mentioned  the  case  of  a 
purser  at  Cork,  a  Whig,  who  had  been 
superseded  from  a  situation  which  he  held, 
upon  a  suggestion  that  a  naval  officer  was 
best  fitted  for  the  discharge  of  its  duties, 
and  a  lieutenant  appointed.  At  the  same 
time,  the  Board  of  Admiralty  superseded 
a  captain  who  held  an  office  at  Deal,  and 
put  a  clerk  into  his  place,  not  in  the  navy, 
but  who  had  served  at  the  admiralty.  With 
regard  to  the  present  case,  he  viewed  it  as 
an  undoubted  job,  and  he  thought  that  the 
board  of  admiralty  would  have  shown  more 
discretion  if  they  had  been  contented  to 
carry  out  their  views  in  a  more  reasonable 
and  decent  manner* 

Captain  Gordon  observed,  that  the  date 
of  the  letter  which  was  written  to  Mr. 
Greetham,  asking  him  whether  he  wonld 
accept  the  office  of  deputy  judge-advo- 
cate, was  sufficient  to  prove  that  the 
second  letter  must  have  been  written  in 
error.  According  to  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, the  Board  of  Admiralty  had  no 
power  to  appoint  any  other  individual  to 
officiate  at  a  court-martial  except  the 
judge-advocate  or  his  deputy.  By  a 
clause  in  the  22nd  George  2nd,  it  was 
distinctly  stated,  that  in  the  absence  of 
the  judge-advocate  and  hit  deputy,  the 
court-martial  should  have  full  power  to 
name  any  person  they  might  think  fit. 
Finding  that  inconvenience  had  arisen 
from  there  being  no  deputy  judge-advo- 
cate, the  admiralty  thought  it  necessary 
that  such  an  appointment  sboold  take 
place,  and  considering  that  Mr.  Moaes 
Greetham,  the  father  of  this  gentleman, 
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had  filled  the  office  for  thirty- five  years, 
and  that  this  gentleman  baid  officiated 
during  his  absence  from  illnefs,  they 
thought  his  claim  as  strong  as  that  of 
any  other  person.  It  must  have  been 
inconvenient  for  the  diief  magistrate  of 
such  a  town  at  Portsmouth,  like  Mr. 
Hoskins,  to  be  ordered  to  a  distance  to 
attend  a  court-martial. 

Captain  Roui  said,  that  the  ground  of 
this  motion  iias  a  suggestion  that  the 
present  Gk>vemment  had  been  guilty  of 
jobbing.  How  was  it,  he  begged  to  ask, 
that  when,  some  time  9gOy  an  officer  was 
sent  home  from  a  foreign  station,  having 
just  escaped  a  court-martial,  because  he 
happenecl  to  make  a  liberal  speech  at  a 
dinner  in  favour  of  the  noble  Lord  (Vis- 
count Palmenton)  who  was  then  standing 
for  the  county  of  Hanu,  he  should  be 
immediately  appointed  to  a  new  com- 
mand ?  There  was  no  place  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  he  believed,  in  which  more  job- 
bing had  taken  place  than  Portsmouth, 
especially  during  the  last  ten  yean. 
Every  situation  in  the  Customa  and 
Excise  had  been  filled  by  the  support- 
ers of  the  righc  hon.  Gentleman,  who 
had  brought  forward  this  motion.  With 
regard  to  the  present  case,  he  main- 
tained that  the  situation  heU  by  Mr. 
Hoskins  had  been  in  abeyance,  and  he 
believed  that  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Greetham  had  given  the  hi|faeat  aatiafho- 
tk>n  to  all  the  old  officers  of  the  navy. 

Tiscoant  Ebringtom  addressed  a  few 
worda  to  the  House  iriiicb  were  inandibb 
in  the  gallery. 

Captain  Pechell  declared,  that  a  mora 
monstrous  job  than  the  dismissal  of  Mr. 
Hoskins,  wad  the  appobtment  of  Mr. 
Greetham,  had  never  been  perpetrated. 

Captain  Phmridge  bema  ^to  aak  a 
question.  He  had  hearo  it  suggested, 
that  Mr.  Oieetham  bad  been  appointed 
deputy  judgeLjidvoeate,  because  soeh  an 
officer  might  be  wanted  to  go  abroad. 
Was  this  ue  real  cause  of  Mr.  Greatham'i 
appointment  t 

Mr.  &  HnheH  saki,  that  Mr.  Gnetham 
had  been  appointed,  when  it  waa  found 
that  there  waa  no  such  officer  as  a  depatr 
judge-advocate  in  esiateDoe  if  he  shooid 
be  required  to  go  abroad. 

Captain  Plumridge  wonld  ventnra  to 

say,  that  in  his  ezperienee  of  forty-three 

years  he  had  never  known  of  an  iostaoee 

of  a  jndge-advocaiebeinK  tent  abroad. 

I     Viscount  Pabmereim  begged  aaoat  eia- 
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cerely  to  congratulate  the  Government  that 
they  felt  so  satisfied  at  the  defence  made  by 
the  hon..  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  that  no  other  member  of  the 
Government  thought  it  necessary  to  ad- 
dress any  observations  to  the  House.  He 
would  describe  things  as  they  were,  and 
there  never  was  a  clearer  case  than  the 
present  of  an  officer  being  dismissed  from 
his  situation,  and  another  appointed  in 
his  stead,  solely  for  political  reasons — of 
the  dismissal  of  one  man,  because  in  poli- 
tical principles  he  was  favourable  to  the 
party  in  opposition— of  the  appointment 
of  another  because  he  was  an  actif  e  parti- 
san of  the  party  in  power.  The  princi- 
ple of  selection  on  account  of  political 
opinions,  was  one,  he  thought,  which 
might  fairly  and  reasonably  be  adopted 
in  all  cases  where  the  officer  in  refer- 
ence to  whom  it  was  applied  could  be  con- 
sidered to  be  in  confidential  connection 
with  the  Government ;  but  in  cases  of  offi- 
cers who  held  situations  of  a  judicial  or  ex- 
ecutive character  merely,  that  principle  was 
never  acted  upon.  Cases  might  be  men- 
tioned in  the  executive  departments  of  the 
Government,  where  persons  high  even  in 
the  confidential  employment  of  the  Go- 
vernment were  not  changed  upon  a  change 
of  Administration,  clerks  who  were  in  situa- 
tions which  necessarily  rendered  them  the 
depositaries  of  secrets,  and  who  were 
entrusted  with  the  daily  administration  of 
the  Government,  were  not  discharged 
or  retained  in  their  office  with  refer- 
ence to  what  might  be  their  political 
opinions.  Even  in  the  department  over 
which  he  had  had  the  honour  of  presid- 
ing, namely  the  diplomatic  service,  the 
same  rule  prevailed,  and  although  the 
persons  who  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
more  important  embassies  were  usually 
changed  upon  a  change  of  Government 
at  home,  yet  it  seldom  happened,  except 
in  special  cases,  that  even  the  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  were  changed,  and  the 
officers  of  lower  rank  were  never  removed 
on  such  grounds.  He  thought  that  the 
same  rule  ought  to  prevail  in  cases  like 
the  present,  and  that  no  reason  of  mere 
political  bias  ought  to  prevail,  to  induce 
the  Government  to  exercise  the  power  of 
removal  which  was  unquestionably  vested 
in  them.  He  must  say  that  the*  defence 
whirl)  had  been  set  up  in  this  case  by  the 
hon.  Secretary  to  the  Admiraliy,  was  more 
honuurablc  lo  his  cundoiir,  by  reason  of  its 
i'diluie  than  it  was  ndvantiigoous  lu  the  f  io- 


vernment  in  relation  to  the 

der  discuMion.  First,  it  was  said  that  it  «■ 

necessary  to  have  as  deputy  jiid|a-adfaHli 

at  PortsrooQtb,  a  person  who  BHiiiktv  tf  i^ 

cessary,  be  sent  abroad  ;   and  that  beesMi 

Mr.  Hoskini  happened   to  ha  aMfer  rf 

Portsmouth  this  year,  he  coald  aathti^ 

ployed  in  any  service  which  voald  cdl  fat 

his  absence  from  England.     Ha  had  m 

doubt  that  if  the  option  had 

Mr.  Hoskins,  and  the  necessity  of  i1h< 

had  been  pointed  oat  to  hio!,  ha 

willingly  have    resigned    the 

honours  of  his  mayoraltv  for  the 

manent  advantage  of  the  offiea  which  It 

had  hitherto  held.   But  was  Mr.  Graalhaa 

a  person  who  was  avail&Ue  for 

vice?  Did  he  hold  no  other  oflke 

him  down  to  Porismouth  ?     Ha  «ai 

mayor  undoubtedly ,  nor  was  it  lihely 

the  choice  of  his  leUow-townsmen 

ever  impose  the  duties  of  that  oflka 

him,  but  it  appeared  that  ha  iiahl 

offices  of  considerable  importaaca^ 

those  of  agent  for  the  Ordaaneat  of  i 

for  the  Customs,  and  of  agent  for 

miralty,  the  duties  of  each  of  whidh  i 

connected  locally  with  Portsssoaih. 

these  three  offices  weie  of  each  a 

racter  as  to  leave  Mr.  Greethan 

for  employment   abroad,    ia    the 

tion  to  which  he  had  been  anpoialai  m 

suppression  of  Mr,  Hoskins,  ha  thaadhi 

that  the  Hoaie  would  agraa  with 

that  the  Admiralty,  and   tha 

and  the  Ordnance  might  wall  ha 

the  expense  of  appointing  soch 

all.      Then  it   was  ssid  that 

been  a  mistake  made  by  Sir  Joha 

That  Gentleman,  however,  had 

at  the  Admiralty.    There  wai 

engaged  in  the  public  servioa 

rally  accurate  than  he,  and  ha 

man  who  had  a  peculiar  fscultj  of 

himself  fully  informed  on  qaestioai 

called    for  his  attention.      It  «s 

that  it  was  originally  intended  to 

tute  for  this  officer  elected  on 

sion,  by  each  oQurt- martial,  i 

officer  appointed  by  the  Crown  ; 

being  the  case,  it  was  intended  to 

a  person  who  was  thought  fitter  foriVi 

Mr.  Hoskins— not  in  a  professional 

of  view,  because  the  hon.  Secretacy  la  ihs 

Admiralty,   fully  admitted  the  high  paa> 

fcssional  merits  of  Mr.  Hoskins,  aad  If 

some   process    of   reasoning,    whieh    hi 

could   not  follow,  seemed  to  hai 

at  the  conclusion,    that    the  higher 
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professional  character  of  that  gentlenian 
was,  the  stronger  were  the  reaaons  I6r  de* 
prif  ing  him  of  his  office.  But  with  re- 
gard 10  the  appointment  held  bj  Mr. 
Hoskins,  it  was  said*  that  that  was  not 
an  appointment  of  the  Oofernment  at 
all,  for  that  the  officiating  deputy  judge- 
adfocate  was  elected  by  each  court- 
martial.  Bat  taking  this  to  be  so,  and 
trying  tde  question  by  analogy,  how, 
he  asked,  were  the  bishops  appointed? 
There  was  no  appointment  more  univer- 
sally understood  to  be  in  the  discreliOD  of 
the  Crown  than  the  appointment  of  a  bi- 
shop, but  it  was  made  by  means  of  a 
permission  to  elect  given  to  the  chapter 
by  the  Crown,  and  yet  he  soppoaed  they 
would  not  be  told  the  responsibility  of 
such  an  appointment  did  not  rest  with 
the  Qovernment,  merely  becausci  in  point 
of  fact  it  had  technically  been  made  by 
the  chapter,  who  had  been  authoriaed 
by  the  Crown  to  make  the  election.  He 
would  take  another  case — that  of  a  knight 
of  the  garter.  The  knights  of  the  garter 
were  elected  by  ballot ;  yes,  actually  by 
ballot.  The  course  of  election  was  this: 
The  knights  were  assembled  in  chapter, 
each  knight 'wrote  secretly  on  a  piece 
of  paper  the  name  of  the  incfivklual  whom 
he  wished  to  be  elected,  and  the  care- 
fully folding  up  the  paper  ao  written  upon, 
gave  it  mysteriously  to  the  proper  officer 
of  the  Order  ;  all  the  papers  being  thoa 
collected,  and  being  examined  1^  that 
officer,  it  invariably  happened  that  the 
person  designated  by  the  Grown  waa  de* 
clared  unanimously  elected  to  the  vacancT* 
But  any  one  would  be  laughed  at  who  said 
that  the  Crown  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
election.  The  mere  technical  foot,  there- 
fore, in  the  present  case,  that  the  deputy 
judge-advocate  was  elected  in  each  par- 
ticular case  by  the  court-martial,  waa  no 
proof  whatever  that  the  appointment  of 
officiating  deputy  judge-advooate  waa  not 
conferred  by,  and  held  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  Admiralty.  But  referring  to  the 
letters  of  Sir  J.  Barrow,  it  waa  efaar  froai 
them  that  the  Board  of  Admiralty  ddibo- 
rately  and  advisedly  intended  tovansove 
Mr.  Hoskins  from  some  situatioo  Aom 
which  they  conceived  they  possessed  the 
power  to  remove  him,  or  in  which  they 
believed  they  could  retain  him  if  thty  had 
chosen  to  do  so.  If  this  were  not  so, 
surely,  when  Sir  John  Barrow  replied  to 
Mr.  Hoskins's  remonstrance,  be  would 
have  explained  that  the  Board  of  Adasi- 


ralty  were  not  the  persons  who  made  the 
appointment,  but  that  it  was  made  by  the 
election  of  the  coorta-martial.  Instead 
of  saying  aa  he  did  that  the  appointment 
was  Md  during  the  pleasure  of  the  board, 
he  muet  say,  that  at  a|leventa,  he  thought 
that  the  lettmra  which  were  written  were 
devoid  of  that  oo«rtesy  which  the  dr- 
cumstancea  of  the  ease  required,  and 
that  something  ahould  have  been  done 
to  'aoothe  the  wounded  feelinga  of 
Mr.  Hoskins,  and  to  show  that  hia  re- 
moval dkl  not  imply  any  disadvantageoua 
opinkm  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
performed  hia  duties.  With  regard  to 
the  denial  of  the  hon.  Secretary  to  the 
Admindtv,  that  the  political  opiakMia 
either-  of  Mr.  Hoakina  er  Mr.  Greet* 
ham  were  disetisaed  at  the  meetiuf  of 
the  Board  at  which  the  latter  waa  ap« 
pointed,  he  gave  the  hon.  Gentleman  full 
credit  for  the  troth  of  hia  atatenent. 
Such  a  dIsctMsion  would  have  been  wholly 
supererogatory.  Aa  well  misht  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  oppoaite  have  dMcoaaed  with 
the  First  Lofd  of  the  Admfailiy  the  poli- 
tical opinioaa  of  the  hon.  QeotieiMii  bl«w 
self,  bafoie  he  oflbred  hnn  the  aheitiots 
whieh  be  new  held  aa  a  Member  of  her 
Majeacy*a  Oovemanent  The  political 
opbioQa  of  the  hon.  Geotieaaen  weie  loo 
well  koowe  to  reouiie  to  be  diaooaaad,  and 
those  of  Mr.  Hoskina  and  Mr.  Gr^athmn 
were  Jnst  aa  notorkwa  to  the  Board  of 
Admnraky.  iiookiog  at  the  fhols  of  the 
particular  caae  now  beibre  the  Honaa^  he 
thought  that  any  man  who  eonhl  pet  two 
and  two  tefsdMr,  eonid  oome  in  no 
other  eondnaion  than  that  the  nppeinti 
meet  wia  the  reanit  of  prehremia  Isr  m 
politicMd  partino.  The  hon.  Measber  fiir 
Weatmiaaler  (Captain  Rons^  hnd  le* 
marked  on  the  ooniae  taken  by  the  lata 
Board  of  Adnumlty  in  leiwenee  to  n 
gallant  (MBeer  who  had  anpported  hfan 
(Visoount  Palaseraton)  in  hb  eleelion  far 
Sooth  Hantst  and  it  wee  aaid  thm  that 
Board  had mlhat ease indnlged in n pra- 
ferenee  far  e  polilieal  pertinm.    Whh  re* 

Sird  to  that  effleer,  he  begged  to  eay  that 
at  officer  well  deaarted  hf  hia  profaa^ 
aional  aserlu  the  praasotion  he  hnd  ob- 
tained. HedidnotoMenioaay^tfaatlhe 
late  Beerd  of  Admlnlty  hnd  not  ahown  n 
proper  degree  of  fafoor  far  Aeir  fcienda  ■ 
It  waa  very  natnral  ihnt  dMy  ahnnld,  nil 
Govemasenta  of  eoniaa  do  ao;  whallili 
objected  to  wee  llwr  aha  wing  favour  to 
frieoda,  bot  the  wieafcnig  of  vonoeaneoon 
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opponents.  The  expulsion  of  one  officer 
from  a  situation  which  he  held,  for  the 
sake  of  promoting  another.  But  with 
reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  late  Board 
of  Admiralty  in  such  matters  he  would 
state  the  fact,  that  at  the  same  election  for 
South  Hants,  at  which  he  was  a  candidate, 
another  naval  officer  had  been  most  active 
in  opposing  him,  and  was  almost  the  only 
person  at  that  election  the  warmth  of 
whose  zeal  might  have  justified  criticism 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  displayed 
it ;  but  that  officer,  nevertheless,  obtained 
a  ship  a  few  months  after  the  election 
was  over.  He  had  just  professional  claims 
to  employment,  and  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  did  not  think  that  his  activity 
at  the  election  ought  to  be  any  bar  to 
those  claims  ;  and  if  he  (Lord  Palmeston) 
had  had  any  voice  in  the  matter  he  should 
have  been  ashamed  of  himself  if  he  had 
interposed  any  objection.  It  appeared  to 
him,  that  in  the  present  case,  there  was 
no  defence  whatever.  It  would  have  been 
better  for  the  Government,  instead  of 
raising  such  a  defence,  to  have  said,  '*  We 
find  that  the  people  of  Portsmouth,  in 
tpite  of  the  influence  which  the  dockyards 
might  be  supposed  to  give  us,  continue 
to  support  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  —  we  are,  therefore,  deter- 
mined to  bring  all  our  force  to  bear 
on  thq  voters,  and  we  have  thought  fit  to 
place  this  office  in  the  hands  of  a  friend, 
rather  than  to  leave  it  in  those  of  an 
opponent.''  He  hoped  that  the  notice 
which  had  been  taken  of  the  case  in  that 
House,  and  the  honourable  testimony 
which  had  been  borne  on  all  sides  to  the 
respectability  and  professional  fitness  of 
Mr.  Hoskins,  would  be  satisfactory  to  the 
feelings  of  that  gentleman  and  his  friends, 
and  that  the  irregularity  which  had  been 
committed  in  this  instance  would  be  the 
less  likely  to  recur,  in  consequence  of 
what  had  fallen  from  hon.  Members  in 
the  course  of  this  discussion. 

Mr.  B.  Escott  was  surprised,  knowing 
the  cause  of  the  present  motion,  that  its 
advocates  should  have  been  soft  enough  to 
make  the  exhibition  they  had  that  night. 
The  inference  he  drew  from  it  was,  that 
the  preferment  must  be  very  valuable,  and 
the  jobs  very  rich,  the  loss  of  which  was 
made  so  much  noise  about. 

Sir  R,  Peel  said  that,  not  being  a 
Hampshire  man,  he  felt  some  apology  was 
due  for  taking  part  in  the  debate  after  the 
length  to  which  it  had  already  extended. 


His  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  of  Osi^ 
miralty  was  willing  to  give  the 
the  whole  transaction  would 
they  were  produced,  and  if  thm 
appear  to  be  any  parliamentarj  _ 
call  the  attention  of  the  Hoote  to  ihi 
matter,  the  right  hon.  fliintlrMen  cnH 
then  do  so.  He  rote,  however*  Ibr  ik 
purpose  of  observing  that  he  tbooght 
the  noble  Lord  had  pat  eomethiog  Ekt 
unfair  interpretation  on  eooae  peit  of  ik 
transaction.  As  for  the  letter  of  Sir 
Barrow  to  Mr.  Hoakint,  he  adnilied 
on  the  first  reading  of  the  letter,  it 
imply  some  expression  of  diaei 
towards  Mr.  Hoskint ;  bat  hit  boo. 
had  distinctly  stated  that  thie 
case,  and  had  expressed  h 
the  communication  to  Mr«  Hoakim* 
was  an  apparent  hanbneaa  which  «a 
intended.  He  was  sure  that  hit 
Friend  would  not  have  written  ao.  ead  hi 
thought  nothing  could  be  naore  fiur  Iha 
the  course  taken  by  bis  hoo.  Frind  ■ 
acting  differently,  as  hedid,  from  Sir  Ma 
Barrow.  The  noble  Lord  had  lefened  Is 
the  letters  of  Sir  J.  Barrow,  writleQ  ee  As 
31  St  of  December  and  on  the  dei  rf 
January,  which,  on  the  ihce  of 
stated  that  Mr.  Greetbam  was  to 
to  the  performance  of  the  dntica  of  d^ 
puty  judge-advocate  at  Portanionth.  lbs 
noble  Lord,  however,  sboold  recolloet  Ihi 
letter  of  a  prior  date,  which  implied  ihit 
under  the  new  arrangement,  Mr.  OiealhM 
had  been  selected  to  fill  the  offiee  ef  ds* 
puty  judge-advocate.  The 
tion  was  dated  the  28th  of 
stated  that  the  writer  of  it  had 
rected  by  the  Lords  Gommimii 
Admiralty  to  ask  whether  the 
of  the  office  of  deputy  judge* 
Portsmouth,  without  a  salarv, 
acceptable  to  Mr.  Greeibsm*?  The 
showed  that  the  situation  alwaya  i 
plated  was  the  appointment  of  a 
judge-advocate  under  certain  new 
ments.  The  hon.  Member  for  Hi 
had  himself  admitted  that  much  m^ht  hs 
urged  in  favour  of  certain  new  nmafa* 
mcnts  respecling  that  office.  [Mr.  CL 
Wood  had  not  said  a  word  to  ji  ~"  " 
removal  of  Mr.  Hoskins.]  The 
tleman  went  so  far  as  to  say  liiat 
(age  might  be  derived  from  the 
struction  of  the  duties  of  this 
observed  that  on  its  re-conatmction 
might  have  been  offered  to  Mr. 
Now  sup|>osing  that  this  re- 
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took  place,  the  question  arose  as  to  whe- 
ther Mr.  Hoskins  or  Mr.  Greetham  had 
the  prior  claim  or  right  to  the  appoint- 
ment. Much  no  doubt  might  be  urged  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Hoskins,  in  consequence  of 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  hitherto  per- 
formed the  duties  of  the  office,  and  it  had 
been  admitted  on  all  hands  that  his  coo- 
duct  had  been  unexceptionable:  Mr. 
Greetham,  however,  was  not  merely  known 
as  a  political  partizan,  for  Mr.  Greetham's 
father  had  been  deputy  judge-advocate  at 
Portsmouth  for  thirty- 6 ve  years,  and  Mr. 
Greetham,  jun.,  hud  often  acted  for  his 
father  when  he  was  disqualified  by  age 
from  taking  so  active  a  part  as  he  formerly 
did.  At  that  time  the  abilities  of  Mr. 
Greetham,  jun.,  were  fully  admitted,  and 
when  a  vacancy  occurred  in  the  office  by 
the  death  of  his  father,  he  was  acting  as 
agent  at  Portsmouth  for  Mr.  Jones,  as  so- 
licitor for  the  Admiralty.  Now,  in  the 
vacancy  that  then  occurred,  and  Mr. 
Greetham  having  so  often  officiated  for  his 
father,  had  he  not  a  sort  of  hereditary 
claim  to  the  appointment.  When  it  was 
thought  advisable  by  the  Board  of  Admi* 
miralty  to  reconstruct  the  office,  he  was 
far  from  sayibg  that  Mr.  Hoskins  bad  not 
fair  claims  on  their  consideration,  but  the 
Board  considered  that  Mr.  Greetham  also 
had  claims,  and  they  could  not  forget  the 
services  of  the  father.  He  concurred  in 
the  general  principle  laid  down  by  the 
noble  Lord  as  to  offices  held  during  plea- 
sure, that  good  conduct  during  the  hold- 
ing of  the  offices  g^ve  claims  for  the  con- 
tinuance in  them.  This  was  in  conformity 
with  the  general  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  he  believed  that  no  Adminis- 
tration had  acted  more  in  stronger  con- 
formity to  the  principle  than  the  present 
Government.  He  believed  that  at  few 
changes  in  office,  held  during  pleasurOt 
when  it  was  considered  that  employment 
gave  a  claim,  had  taken  place  as  under 
any  other  Government.  With  regard  to 
the  office  over  which  the  noble  Lord  pre- 
sided, namely,  the  Foreign  Office,  the 
noble  Lord  must  admit  that  as  few  changes 
as  possible  had  taken  place.  He  could  not 
conceive  a  stronger  case^-not  of  deputy 
judge-advocate — than  of  the  diplomatic 
service  of  the  country,  and  there  was  no 
department  of  the  state  in  which  there 
was  a  better  opportunity  of  aecoriog  or 
obtaining  political  friends,  than  in  coonec* 
tion  with  diplomacy,  and  be  would  fentoie 


to  assert  that  in  the  diplomatic  arrange* 
ment  of  the  present  Government,  they  bad 
gone  as  far  to  show  a  regard  to  the  clainia 
of  former  service  as  any  previous  Govern- 
ment. He  would  not  make  a  comparison 
with  the  conduct  of  the  previous  or  any 
other  Administration.  The  noble  Lord 
said  that  the  Government  was  entitled  to 
have  confidence  in  those  whom  they  em- 
ployed, and,  admitting  this,  he  would  odl 
upon  the  noble  Lord  to  show  an  instance 
in  which,  as  regarded  the  diplomatic  men 
of  the  present  Government,  the  claims  of 
service  were  not  attended  to,  independ- 
ently of  personal  politics. 

Mr.  Labinichere  did  not  feel  disposed  to 
deny  that,  in  the  general  distribution  of 
the  patronage  at  the  disposal  of  the  Go- 
vernment, the  present  Administration  bad 
acted  fairly  as  regarded  the  diplomatic 
service ;  he  did  not  thmk  that  it  was  too 
much  to  say,  that  they  had  only  acted  in 
conformity  with  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment which  went  before  them.  He  did 
not  think  that  the  charge  could  be  brouebt 
against  his  noUe  Friend  that,  th  the  dia- 
posal  of  the  patronage  of  his  office,  he 
had  treated  with  harshness  political  oppo- 
nents whom  he  found  employed  when  he 
accepted  office.  He  was  sure  that  if  the 
matter  was  strictly  examined,  that  hoo. 
Gentlemen  opposite  would  not  throw  out 
such  a  charge.  He  was  sure  that' the 
House  could  not  have  heaid  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  without  coming  to 
the  conclusion  that  this  change  would 
never  have  takmi  place  in  this  offiice,  if  he 
had  been  consulicd.  He  was  glad  to  hear 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  qiliali6ed  de- 
fence of  the  change  that  had  been  made, 
but  he  should  have  blushed  had  it  been 
otherwise.  He  was  surprised  to  hear  the 
hon.  the  Secretary  of  the  Adosiralty  aay, 
that  in  the  letter  m  Sir  John  Barrow  ihat 
officer  did  not  exoresa  the  opiniona  of  the 
Board  of  Adnurally.  It  was  long  since 
that  he  was  a  Member  of  that  Boaid, 
where  he  aat  as  a  junior  Lord,  at  the  time 
that  it  was  presided  over  bjt  the  rig^t  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Dorcherter,  and 
certainty  he  must  say,  that  that  depart- 
nsent  under  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  con- 
trol was  admirebhr  managed.  Now  te 
knew  saflkiently  of  the  eoostitutMNi  of  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  at  thai  time  to  know, 
that  a  Secretary  or  the  Admiralty  woidd 
rather  hate  cot  off  his  hand  than  have  eenl 
loeh  a  letter  withont  the  eaacCioiilor'tta 
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head  of  the  Board.  He  could  not  conceive  a  he  wished  to  put  was  whether  aoy  notice 

worse  defence  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  had  been  given  under  this  arrangemcDt  ? 

than  that  a  letter  should  pass  which,  in  He  found  that  in  the  senate  of  the  Uniltd 

tone  and  temper,   was  directly  opposed  States  a  bill  had  been   introduced,  ao 

to  the  feelings  of  the  Board.     He  could  lately  as  November  last,  for  the  exclusive 

not  help  thinking  that  the  present  was  a  occupation  of  this  territory*  which  was 

roost  injurious  attempt  to  cow  the  electors  termed  the  Oregon  territory.    The  titk  of 

of  Portsmouth.    At  that  place,  the  Go-  the  Bill  was, 

vernroent  influence  was  naturally  strong,       *'  a  Bill  to  authorise  the  adoptioo  of  tma^ 

and  therefore  political  patronage  should  sures  for  the  occupation  and  settlement  of  tiM 

be  exercised  with  peculiar  delicacy.  territory  of  Oregon,  and  for  extending  ceiUtn 

Mr.  F.  T.  Baring  said,  that  he  would  portions  of  thelaws  of  ihe  United  States  over 

withdraw  the  motion  on  the  understand-  ^^^  '*™^>  *°^  *^^'  ^**»^'  purposes, 
ing  that  the  papers  were  to  be  produced.         The  preamble  of  the  Bill  commenced 

Motion  withdrawn.   Main  question  put.  by  stating, 

"  Whereas  the  title  of  the  United  States  to 

TheOregon  Boundary.]  Mr.Blewiti  the  territory  of  Oregon  is  certain,  and  will  not 

said  that  he  had  given  notice  of  bis  inlen-  he  abandoned  therefore.'* 
tion  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Govern-        In  the  course  of  the  debate  on  thb  Bill 

ment  to  the  state  of  the  North  Boundary  a  Mr.  M^Roberts  made  a  speech,  cootain- 

question   between   this  country  and  the  ing  a  most  violent  attack  on  Eagiaod.    In 

United  States ;  but  probably  it  would  be  that  speech  he  said, 
more  convenient,  if  he  postponed  the  sub-       "That  it  was  quite  a  matter  of  surprise, 

ject  to  a  future  day.  that  Great  Briuin,  in  the  fact  of  endeooe  ao 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  that  he  did  not  strongly  furnished  by  her  own  accredited  efi- 

anticipate  that  the  hon.  Member  wished  to  cer,  should  ever  think  of  preferring  any  daim 

do  more  than  ask  a  question,  and  he  would  ^°  1^  T!^P  ^"'"^^  ^^  ^^'^VT'lJ!!?^ 

^..^,      lA.^  1  ser  ted  that  Great  Bntain  never  had  a  lost  daiai 

suggest  that  he  should  at  once  proceed.  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^„fo^.  ^^  ^^  ^  |^ 

Mr.  BiemUmd,  that  he  intended  to  ward  an  unjust  one  that  i»he  did  not  eodeaveer 

ask  a  question,  but  he  should  feel  it  neces-  to  strengthen  by  postponement  and  diple* 

sary  to  preface  it  with  a  few  observations,  matic  procrastination.    If  she  had  the  saiM 

He  bad  heard  with  very  great  pleasure  the  grouud  to  sund  upon  in  this  initanoe  that  we 

right  hon.  Baronet,  in  the  early  part  of  *^*'^^?  she  would  not  hesitate  a  moment  toes- 

the  evening,  express  his  confidence  that  jert  it,  and  to  enforce  it,  if  necessary     Why. 

^,  ,     *        r  .     T7        1  I  , ,  then,  should  we  weaken  our  own  nriit,  and 

the  good  sense  of  the  French  people  would  strengthen  her  pretensions,  by  volunlirily  de- 

prevent  any  collision  between  this  country  ferring  the  assertion  of  our  claim?    Our  ririit 

and  France.     He  hoped  that  a  similar  as-  was  indUputable  from  the  forty-seoond  to  uie 

surance  might   be  made  with  regard  to  forty-ninth  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  from 

other  parts  of  the  world.    From  the  speech  'l^c  Pacific  Ooean  to  our  territory  east  of  the 

of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  ^?^y  Mountains.    This  comprised  a  fertUe 

from  the  debates  that  had  recently  taken  ^K'^"/  J^  J?»»^  '''^^*^  ^°*  extremity,  and 

I         .     .,  ..       «  .1.  ^  :        1  ^W  at  the  others— running  through  sevee  de* 

place  in  the  senate  of  that  country,  he  g^^es  of    latitude,    and    embrSeing    eeaily 

had  some  apprehensions,  however,  that  we  200,000,000  acres  of  land— enough  to  form  leer 

might  be  brought  into  collision  with  that  or  five  new  sutes.    It  was  of  vital  interest  to 

country.     The  collision  which  he  alluded  us  to  have  the  control  of  those  Indian  tribes 

to  was  likely  to  arise,  in  consequence  of  ^hich  infest  our  western  borders.    The  provi- 

the   debates    that    had    taken    place    in  ?ions  of  this  bill  would  enable  us  to  keep  them 

the  senate,  respecting  the  north-eastern  IL^^TuP^^l,^!*!^.      ^^u^a'^JL  "'"****  ^^? 

i_      ,  1      I  o  1  o  .  .     I  been  thought  that  we  had  territory  eooegh, 

boundary.     In  1818,  an  agreement  took  ^^j  .^.^  f^,  ^^^  generations  we  wwikliol 

place  between  the  two  coun tries,  respect-  have  use  for  more.    But  the  late  census,  as 

ing  the  boundary  of    the   United  Stales  well  as  that  preceding,  shows  that  we  may  cal- 

and    our   possessions  in   North  America,  culate  on  our  population  being  doutiled  every 

extending  from  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  twenty-three  or  iwenty-fbur  years.    By  this 

the  Pacific  Ocean.    In  1827,  the  arrange-  'V*""  ^^ '"^y  "l^*  «®  ^'J^*  a  pomilatioo 

ment  was  renewed  for  an  indefinite  time  ;  ^l  52,ooo  OOO  in   t880,  »"d Jj^e  cles*  of 

,   .  ..II-  ;  the  present  century,  at  least  9«,000/)00.     We 

and  It  was  to  continue,  as  10  the  disposal  ^ave  ^o  act   for   xho^  who  are  iVsucceed 

of  this  territory,  until  notice  was  given  bv  ^^  and  our  neglect  of  their  interests,  at  the 

either  party.     One  of  the  questions  which  critical  moment  that  it  is  our  duty  to  place 
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tbun  on  a  peioHDent  fouadalioD,  will  be 
wholly  inexcunble.  That  Uuty  is  now  to  aatert 
our  nght  lo  encourage  the  occupation  of  onr 
own  territoty  by  our  own  citizens — to  pre 
them  temporary  protection  in  their  eroifoitioD ; 
and  in  1ms  than  ten  yean  out  hardy  citiMDi 
from  the  MiHis«ippi  nlley,  transplanted  to 
thi*  new  lection  of  our  union,  will  be  able  lo 
defend  and  protect  themselves.  They  will 
daim  tio  other  protection.  If  we  delay  longer 
to  assert  our  right,  Oreat  Britain  will  asiume 
a  new  argument  in  support  of  her  pretemioni. 

Sounded  on  oat  neglect  of  oar  own  dains. 
e  wished  not  only  to  retain  ^le  preamble  of 
the  bill  but  to  avoid  any  qneelion  of  iu  pro- 
priety. He  wanted  to  «ee  this  bill  paieed  in  both 
lloutei  by  a  uoaninKNu  vote.  Let  thie  he  done, 
and  England  would  at  once  abandon  her  pre- 
tensioiu.  She  would  see  that  we  ate  not 
only  in  earnest,  and  determined  lo  maintain  oot 
risbtt,  but  that  in  support  of  them,  we  forget 
all  party  differences,  and  act  with  an  irreeiit- 
ibie  unanimity.  If  this  were  done,  w«  ihonld 
never  again  bear  a  word  of  tbe  r^t  of  Ofeal 
Britain  lo  the  territory  of  Oregon. ' 

He  (Mr.  Blewitt)  wonid  aik  vbat  ideu 
would  be  formed  in  the  United  Statei  n- 
•pocting  the  Houte  of  CoQiinonir  if  a  bill 
wee  iotnxlttced  on  >ucb  b  aubject,  cUim* 
mg  an  abiolule  right  of  territory  to  a 
couDlty  which  was  aubject  to  the  pro- 
vision* of  the  two  treaties  of  1818  and 
1 827.  He  thought  that  the  mode  in  which 
the  matter  bad  been  dealt  with  in  Uie 
aenate  of  the  United  State*  mat  an  inwlt 
to  this  country,  and  although  he  was  a 
most  iiteouons  advocate  of  peace,  he  neier 
would  consent  to  the  sacrifice  of  tbe 
honour  of  the  conntrj ;  and  if  the  legiala- 
lure  of  the  United  Sutes  went  beyond  a 
certain  point,  he  cooeeived  that  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  this  country  lo  ahow  the 
American  people  that  we  knew  hov  to 
vindicate  oar  hononr. 

Sir  R,  Ptel  hoped,  that  tbe  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  not  infer  ihe  exialenee  of  an 
intention  on  the  part  of  tbe  American 
people  to  adopt  a  certain  course  in  conse- 
quence of  a  Ull  having  been  iatrodnoed, 
and  laid  on  the  table  of  tbe  aenate  of  the 
United  States,  and  having  been  ftdlowed 
by  a  violent  speech  of  an  individoal  Hem* 
ber.  He  hoped  that  the  bon.  Member  would 
not  endeavour  to  identify  the  whole  of 
that  nation  with  such  a  proceeding.  He 
hoped  also  that  the  hon.  Oentleman's 
speech  would  not  be  quoted  across  the 
Atlantic  sa  a  proof  of  the  feeling  of  this 
country;  but  he  would  venture  to  say, 
that  he  was  satisfied  that  eren  that  ipeeeb 
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wonId  not  cause  the  American  funds  to 
full.  The  violent  speech  tbe  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  quoted,  he  (Sir  Robert  Peel) 
wonid,  with  all  respect  to  the  American 
senate,  ray,  would  not  interfere  with  tbe 
diplomatic  relations  between  tbe  two  coun- 
tries. The  Government  had  had  no  offi- 
cial information  on  the  luligect  of  any  aooh 
bill  having  been  introduced  into  the  iB' 
nate,  nor  could  they  deal  with  the  matter. 
As  for  the  On^a  tenilory,  there  bad 
been  communioalions  of  a  friendly  nature 
on  the  subject  between  tbe  two  govern- 
ment!, and  they  were  now  going  on;  mil- 
der these  circamatances,  be  hoped  tbe 
hon.  Qentleman  wouUl  not  think  it  disre- 
spectful of  him  if  he  Airther  decliiMd 
entering  upon  the  sulyecL 

Hotioo  agreed  to. 

House  in  coamittM  of  supply. 

NiTT  EmHAna.]  Hr.  Sidi^  Her- 
beH  said  that  at  that  tale  boor  be  would 
oompreea  into  tbe  abottect  Mftet  tW  etala- 
meot  in  doctdalion  of  tbe  eatimatee  wUdi 
had  been  laid  oa  tbe  Table.  iMt  year  Ik 
bad  to  cUm  tbe  lodnlceoce  (rf  tu  con- 
nittee  in  nndertaking  tbe  task  of  morlng 
tbe  eetiiiiBtes  for  tbe  first  time ;  on  tbe 


CNflt  oecaiioii  be  bad  to  ask  the  aane 
ulgence  on  a  ^feent  gntond,  nandy, 
in  coBseqoenoe  of  the  abemee,  from  Indb- 
podtion,  of  a  gallant  Friend  of  hit,  a  men- 
ber  of  tbe  Board  <rf  Admiral^,  wboaa  high 
prrthsdonil  and  peraowd  ebaractar  w- 
vested  bim  with  the  hlgfaeat  aatbori^  oa 
naval  matters ;  and  prowwed  fer  Us  ofls- 
ii»B  a  respect  as  creditaUe  to  tbeae  wte 
paid  it,  at  t»  him  to  lAona  tb^  Ana 
defbned.  '  In  ^  eoorse  of  tbe  ^cHni- 
naij  diseuirioii  to  gobg  into  oommtttae  «f 
sapUT,  the  imprond  state  of  tbe  rdulon* 
of  this  oountiT  with  reqiect  to  certab  fo> 
ivlgD  natbme  bad  been  s    * 


that  it  wat  sot  necessary  fbr  nim  lo  lai 
word  tnwe  on  tb      ■•-•—■" 

showed  in  <^t 


wordtnwe  on  tbe  saliject.  That  di 


I  lOHTB 

lisea^oa 


bad  beui  aUe  to  mi^  a  rednetioa  of 
4,000  men  la  the  naval  servioe  of  the 
conntrj.  Thia  partly  bad  ariaen  from  the 
temination  of  the  vmr  with  Cbina.  and 
partly  1b  ooaeeqacMe  of  tbe  state  oiF  ear 
Ibtetgn  rebtfioBa  In  Eon^  being  taA  •• 
to  esaUa  ns  to  nsake  a  redeetioa  h  4e 
Bomber  of  tbe  fleet  io  the  MedHwrranM  ; 
btit  tbe  Ibree  woold  be  ftond  oBlte  aaflk 
dent  fcr  the  exigeMlaB  of  Ae  Mrffce, 
The  ndoetiM  of  the  atMiAer  of  4j000 
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seamen  in  round  numbers,  would  of  course 
make  a  material  reduction  in  the  amount 
of  the  estimate  required  for  their  pay  and 
provisions  this  year  as  compared  vith  that 
of  last  year.     In   the  next  vote,  for  the 
purchase    of  provisions    and    victualling 
stores,  a  saving  would  be  found  to  be  ef- 
fected in  addition  to  that  resulting  from 
the  smaller  number  to  be  victualled,  by 
the  ereat  reduction  that  had  taken  place 
in  the  price  of  provisions.    In   the  next 
vote,   namely,  that  for   the    Admiralty- 
office,  there  was  a  small  increase,  arising 
in  two  ways.     In  the  first  place,  after  the 
adoption  of  the  new  postage  the  Admiralty 
estimated  the  charge  for  postage  at  6,0002., 
and  a  vote  to  that  amount  for  the  purpose 
had  been  taken  for  the  last  few  years  ;  but 
the  charge  for  postage  had  uniformly  been 
found  to  exceed  that  sum.     Under  these 
circumstances,  it  was  determined  to  ask 
for  2,000/.  in  addition,  which  would  be 
about  the  sum  required;  and,  therefore, 
the  sum  proposed  to  be  taken  for  postage 
this  year  was  8,000/.     The  other  increase, 
under  the  head  of  Admiralty-office,  arose 
from  the  circumstance  that  the  clerks  for 
lengthened  service  were  entitled  to  a  small 
additional  pay,  and  it  was  therefore  ne- 
cessary to  make  a  small  addition  to  the 
vote.     There  was  also  a  charge  for  the 
salary  of  a  deputy  accountant-general  of 
the  navy.    By  the  act  for  the  consolidation 
of  the  officers  connected  with  the  navy  at 
Somerset- house,  it  was  intended  that  an 
efficient  check  should  be  established  over 
the  navy  expenditure,  and  that  the  bills, 
after  having  been  passed  by  the  accountant 
general,  should  be  countersigned  by  a  Lord 
of  the   Admiralty.     This  plan,  however, 
was  not  found  to  affi^rd  an  efficient  check, 
for  large  piles  of  papers  were  constantly 
accumulating,  which  it  was  impossible  to 
examine,  and  which  were  necessarily  signed 
without  being  verified,  so  that  a  signature 
of  the  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  was  not  a  suf- 
ficient check.     For  the  purpose  of  reme- 
dying this  evil,  in  was  determined  to  ap- 
point an  efficient  and   responsible  officer 
under  the  accountant-general,  entitled  the 
deputy  accountant-gcnerul   of    the   navy, 
who  should  devote  himself  entirely  to  the 
naval  accounts.     The  next  head  of  ex})en- 
diturc  under  which  there  was  an  increase 
was  thescicntific  branch.     There  was  some 
diminution  of  charge  for  printing  scientific 
works,  but  this  was  more  than  counter- 
balanced by  a  charge  for  the  establishment 
of  a  coni|)ass  department  at  Woolwich.     It 


would  be  in  the  reooUcciion  of  some  boo. 
Gentlemen  opposite  that  complaiots  were 
made  to  former  Boards  of  Aamiralty  re- 
specting  defects  being  found  in  oompaaset 
that  were  used  for  the  navy.     In  conse- 
quence of  this,  in  1826,  a  commission  was 
appointed,  at  the  bead  of  which  was  Pro- 
fessor Barlow,  to  institute  an  inquiry  into 
the  subject    This  commission  was  ronned 
of  several  scientific  men  and  experienced 
officers,  and,  by  the  report  which  that 
body  prepared   it  became   manifest  that 
great  errors  were  often  to  be  imputed  to 
the  compasses,  which  had  often  beai  pro- 
ductive of  the  most  serious  consequeocea ; 
the  commission,  therefore,  recommended 
the  appointment  of  an  efficient  officer  to 
perintend  the  employment  of  a  test  for  the  i 
gulation  of  compasses.  The  officer  appointed 
to  this  department  was  Captain  Johnaoa, 
who  had  been  strongly  recommended  bj 
Captain  Beaufort.     Under  this  head  be 
might  observe,  that  at  the  present  time  m 
great  number  of  surveys  were  being  car* 
ried  on  in  various  parts  of  the  workL     For 
instance,  surveys  were  being  made  on  se- 
veral places  on  the  coast  of  England,  par- 
ticularl v  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames ;  on 
the  coast  of  Ireland ;   at  the  Orkney  la- 
lands;    in  several  parts  of  the  Mediter* 
ranean;   at  the  Azores,    at  the  Bay  rf 
Fundy,  in  the  West  Indies ;  at  the  Falk- 
land Islands;  a  surveying  expedition,  cm 
an  enlarged  scale,  had  also  been  recently 
despatched  to  the  coast  of  China.    Again, 
a  survey  was  being  made  on  the  coast  of 
Australia ;  and,  in  addition  to  these,  there 
was  the  Antarctic  expedition.    With  re- 
spect to  the  last,  accounts  of  the  most  sa- 
tisfactory nature  had  recently  been  received 
from  Captain  Ross,  who  had  penetrated 
ten  degrees  further  than  any  one  bebce 
him,  and  who  was  now  refitting  at  the 
Falkland  Islands,  after  having  besn  three 
years  engaged  in  this  service.     That  gal- 
lant officer  had  sent  home  a  most  valuable 
collection  of  magnetic  observations,  which 
would  stamp  the  character  of  the  expedi- 
tion  as  of  the  utmost  importance  in  a 
scientific  point  of  view.     [Captain  Pechdl: 
What  was  the  date  of  the  last  accounts 
from  Captain  Ross  ?]  September  last.  The 
estimate  for  the  home  establishments  was 
less  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  not- 
withstanding the  establishment  of  a  steam 
department  at  Woolwich  dockyard.    Upon 
reference,  however,  to  the  estimate  No.  8, 
it  would  be  found  that  in  the  wages  to  the 
artificers,  labourers,  and  others,  employed 
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in  her  Majesty's  establishments  at  home, 
there  was  an  increase  of  upwards  of  20,000/. 
This  arose  in  some  measure  from  the  ad- 
ditional labour  in  the  engine*factory  at 
Woolwich,  amounting  to  about  10,QOOL, 
and  an  additional  expense  for  the  labour  of 
the  yards,  which  arose»  not  from  any  in- 
creased establishments,  for  that  remained 
the  same,  but  from  the  sum  taken  last  year 
beine  found  insufficient  for  their  payment, 
not  having  been  varied.    In  the  estimate 
for  the  naval  stores  for  the  building,  re- 
pair, and  outfit  of  the  fleet,  &c.,  there  was 
a  considerable  diminution,  as  compued 
with  the  previous  year,  of  about  200,000/., 
which  was  owing,  in  a  great  measure,  to 
the  reduction  in  the  price  of  materials. 
There  was  an  increase,  however,  in  the 
charge  for    the  half-pay  amounting   to 
nearly  30,000/.,  which  was  accounted  for 
by  promotions,  the  removal  of  officers  bom 
full  to  half-pay,  consequent  on  the  great 
reductions  in  the  fleet,  and  the  additional 
allowance  to  pursers;  but  when  the  sue- 
cessfril  termination  of  the  wars  of  the  past 
year  were  considered,  and  the  gallantry 
with  which    that    war  was    carried  on, 
and  the  commercial  results  likely  to  ac- 
crue from  its  success,  that  would  scarcely 
be    thought    an    extravagant    expendi- 
ture.    In  the  charge  for  freight,  &c.,  on 
account  of  the  Home  Department,  there 
was  an  increase  of  about  4,000/.,  and  also 
of  2,000/.  iu  the  packet  service  of  the  post- 
office  ^  department.    The    latter    inaease 
arose  in  consequence  of  certain  alterations 
made  in  the  contract  for  steam-packets,  the 
effect  of  which  was  the  acceleration  of  the 
mails.   There  was  also  a  considerable  in- 
crease of  expense  in  the  works  of  the  dock- 
yards ;  in  consequence  of  the  construction 
of  machinery  for  testing  machines,  en. 
gines,  saw  mills,  and  other  important  and 
necessary  works,  all  of  wjbich  m  their  re- 
sult tend  to  great  economy  in  the  public 
expenditure.     At  Woolwich,  it  is  riffht  to 
state  that  the  basin  and  dodc  had  been 
continued  beyond  the  vote  of  Parliament, 
it  being  found  necessary  for  the  public  ser- 
vice,    fiut  the  principal  work  at  Ports- 
mouth  was   the  new  steam-basin.    The 
House  was  well  aware  that  steam-power  and 
navigation  had  made  great  advances  of  late 
years ;  but  the  steam  factory  at  Woolwidh 
was  the  only  Grovernment  factory  of  that 
kind.     He  believed  that,  when  first  the 
steam  factory  at  Woolwich  was  commenced 
the  number  of  Government  steam-vessels  I 
was    fifty-five,  comprising  6,448  hone-i 


power ;  now  there  were  ninety-six  vessels, 
of  upwards  of  14,301  horse-power.  In 
France,  with  an  inferior  steam  navy,  they 
had  five  steam  establishments;  in  Englaiid 
one.  By  the  establishment  of  this  one,  a 
great  saving  had  already  been  efibcCed  | 
the  repairs  of  steam  maichbery  cost  hsm 
than  3/.  instead  of  5/,  per  horse-power. 
If  an  engagement  with  a  no8ti]efi>rce  wen 
to  be  firaght  in  the  dannd,  a  disabled 
steamer  could  scarcely  ever  succeed  in 
reaching  the  Thames.  On  the  whofe, 
the  greatest  economy  had  been  exer- 
cised, but,  at  the  same  time  that  re- 
duction had  been  made,  the  eflkiency  of 
the  service  had  been  most  caiefiilly  re- 
garded, and  he  hoped  that  the  House 
would  find  that  next  year  the  navy  would 
be  in  a  more  eflkient  state  than  it  had 
been  in  fi>r  some  time  past.  Great  atten* 
tion  had  been  paid  to  every  dq^artment 
connected  with  the  organisation  of  the 
service ;  the  demonstration-ships  had  been 
put  in  proper  serviceable  condition,  and  if 
an  exigency  should  arise,  which  Ood  fiw 
bid,  he  felt  assured  that  our  means  ubA 
our  preparation  were  soch  that  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  instantly  coping 
with  any  enemy.  He  widied  only  iartha 
to  observe,  that  the  total  savings  on  the 
year's  estimates  would  amount  to  4d5,000&, 
and  having  stated  thus  much,  he  left  the 
estimates  with  confidence  to  the  lEbose 
assured  that  there  had  been  no  nc^i- 

E nee  on  the  part  of  the  Admin%, 
it  that  every  eflfort  had  been  made  to 
put  the  navy  m  a  secure  and  efietive  eon* 
dition.  Hie  hon.  Gentbman  eondoded 
by  moving,  that  d9,000  men  indading 
10,500  Soval  Marine^,  and  2,000 boyabe 
employed  for  the  service  of  die  year  to 
March  1844. 

Mr.  M.  (yPerratt  obaerved,  that  he  was 
quite  ready  to  admit  tbit  some  economy 
was  shown  in  the  estimates  now  laid  befoie 
the  House,  but  that  he  was  not  at  all  sa« 
tisfied  that  fiirther  redactions  m^ht  not 
have  been  made,  or  that  those  now  pio- 
posed  were  jodiciously  apportioned.  He 
thought  it  was  decidedly  irregnlar  to  take 
the  vote  for  the  payment  of  the  shipe* 
companies  now  expected  home  firom  China, 
as  it  appeared  that  it  was  parpoaed  to  take 
it.  Wbea  he  was  in  office,  he  was  told 
that  if  a  vote  was  required  for  a  p>rtknlar 
service,  it  ought  to  be  taken  in  a  distiDet 
form ;  bnt  it  now  appeared,  that  the  Go- 
femment  bad  one  set  of  rdlea  for  proceed* 
ings  when  oat  of  offioi,  and  another  set  for 
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when  tkcy  aiuwcd  power.  For 
put  be  nv  bo  leesoo  wbaicver  for  tle- 
penisf  from  the  eembliibcd  regolmiiooe. 
With  regard  to  tbe  eppoisUDeot  of  a  new 
ofiieer  ai  Somerati-booie,  be  really  cooid 
ool  diaeofer  oo  vbai  grooods  socb  ao 
ottce  vat  pffopoied  to  be  created.  Tbe 
oolj  obieel  it  eooJd  aenre  woold  be  tbe 
reaaofaf  of  toaM  rwpooaibttUj  frocD  tbe 
Adntraltj,  and  d  tbey  were  to  go  cm  io 
tbia  way,  crcatiog  depoty  accoooUDi* 
generals,  why  iboold  tbey  noC  ba?e  dep«- 
ties  in  every  otber  braocb  of  tbe  eivil  de- 
partaMots  of  tbe  lenrioe  T  Sucb  a  propo- 
«tiofi  teeaied  to  bia  to  be  virtaally  a 
Te-ealabliabiiieol  of  tbe  old  Navy  Board, 
wtib  all  ita  abasae,  and  of  any  aaeb  ar- 
rangemeBt  be  certainly  coold  not  eapreai 
any  approbation,  W:tb  reapect  to  tbe 
aeientifit  departments,  tbe  increase  in  tbe 
estimates  appeared  to  be  somewbat  strange, 
when  it  was  recollected  tbat  tbe  votes  for 
tbese  obfects  bad  been  already  doubled 
witbin  tbe  last  ten  years.  He  sbould  not 
however,  object  to  this  increase,  nor  to 
tbat  addition  to  tbe  votes  which  was  in- 
tended to  apply  to  the  formation  of  steam 
macfaioery;  indeed,  he  was  glad  to  see 
tbat  tbe  Government  was  in  these  respects 
following  op  the  principles  of  iu  predeces- 
sors, and  that  where  they  had  in  their  last 
estimates  departed  from  these  principles, 
they  now  foond  it  advisable  to  retrace 
their  steps.  Respecting  the  stores,  he 
thought  a  doe  regard  to  liberality  was 
always  the  best  economy  in  the  encf,  and 
instead  of  making  a  reduction  in  this  part 
of  the  estimates,  be  should  have  been  glad 
to  have  foond  tbat  the  miscellaneous  items 
were  reduced.  Under  the  last  head,  in- 
deed, he  could  not  but  particularly  remark 
the  vote  propoaed  for  extra  payment  to 
clerks.  Surely,  ^when  the  business  was 
decreasing  it  was  odd,  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  that  more  clerks  should  be  required  ? 
But  perhaps  the  Government  anticipated 
a  little  agreeable  additional  patronage 
from  this  source;  and,  indeed,  this  consi- 
deration appeared  to  be  a  very  ruling  mo- 
tive with  them  in  framing  the  estimates 
genet  ally,  for  he  coold  not  but  observe 
tbat  whenever  he  found  a  small  excess  it 
was  always  under  some  head  where  the 
Administration  might  employ  some  small 
additional  patronage.  These  observations, 
however,  were  not  of  a  sufficiently  im- 
portant nature  to  justify  him  in  longer 
detaining  the  House,  aoa  be  sbould  not. 


indeed,  have  madt  any  rrmsrha  cm  tbe 
sobject  at  all  bad  not  tbe  boo.  Grnlkma» 
takes  credit  to  bioMelf  for  aacbaalrict 
regard  to  ecoooasy.  In  all  tbe  votaa  «a 
whicb  tbe  efficacy  of  tbe  aecrioa  wm 
cemcd,  tba  Goveniaieat  migbt  eoani 
his  sopport;  bot  oo  otber  poiata  he 
certainly,  for  tbe  prcsaot,  lowrvi 
opinion. 

Mr.  fF.  IFiUoais,  previous  to  tbe 
tion  being  pal,  desirra  soaM  informalaon  as 
to  tbe  canse  of  the  increase  of  tbe 
era  in  tbe  civil  department, 
wished  to  know  what  were  iba  dniiaa  of  n 
Mmor-geoeralof  Marinea?  Tbaaawnan 
gallant  Admiral,  at  praaenl  one  oi  the 
Locda  of  tbe  Admiralty,  who  f  llod  onn  nf 
tbese  seemingly  aoomalons  shoaliona  nC  the 
same  tioM  that  be  waa  receiving  bia  ndaaU 
ral's  half-pay  and  bit  aalary  aa  a  nnval  lord. 

Mr.  S.  Herbert  rapliod  tbat  ibn 
pointment  to  be  Gcnml  of  Marines 
an  honorary  diatinction  baatowad  far 
tingoisbed  naval  servicaa.    It  had 
approved  by  the  commission  far  inqnir- 
ing  into  tbe  army  and  nsvj. 

Mr.  Hwme  called  attention  to  the  nnaa- 
ber  of  yachu,  and  tba  expenae  thaj  ooai. 

Sir  Robert  Pcef  lefomd  to  her  Majca^a 
Ute  trip  to  Scotland,  when  abe  wna  obUflad 
to  hire  a  steam  veasel.  He  waa  ante,  thsl 
in  the  present  state  of  steam  nntigntisn 
when  steam-vessels  were  so  mnch  anparier 
to  sailing  vessels,  that  tbe  Hooae  conU 
but  desire  tbat  her  Majesty  shooM  hnna  a 
steam  yacht  for  her  own  nse,  wbcnovni 
her  Majesty  migbt  require  one.  They 
must  all  be  glad  tbat  her  Majesty  ahonU 
be  capable  of  using  one,  and  all  mnal  be 
glad  that  her  Majesty  should  visit  every 
part  of  her  dominions.  It  waa  only  proper 
tbat  if  tbe  Queen  of  England  choae  to  do 
that,  she  should  have  a  steam  yacht  of  her 
own,  and  not  be  obliged  to  hire  one  of  a 
steam  company.  The  expense  for  fit- 
ting such  a  vessel  for  her  Majesty's 
had  not  exceeded  by  2,000/.  tbe 
required  for  building  similar  vessels 
the  customarj  and  ordinary  manner. 
Her  Majesty  bad  expressed  a  wish  that 
the  vessel  should  be  so  constructed  as  to 
be  adspted  to  the  exigencies  of  tbe  poblic 
service,  and  not  be  appropriated  exclu- 
sively to  her  use.  Tbe  expense,  therafore, 
would  only  be  a  small  sum  greater  than 
was  required  to  build  such  a  vessel  in  tbe 
ordinary  manner  of  400  horse  power,  or 
30,000/. 
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Mr.  fVUiiamt  bad  doI  oue  word  to  say 
against  building  the  veasel,  bot  be  was  j 
glad  to  hear  the  ezplanaUoo,  becauae  an 
impreaiioQ  bad  gone  abroad  that  the  ship 
was  to  cost  a  sum  far  beyond  the  ordinary 
expense  of  a  steam  man-of-war. 

Captain  Fitzroy  thought  it  was  extreme- 
ly proper  in  discuasing  these  estimates 
that  Gentlemen  should  cast  their  eyes 
abroad  and  be  careful  not  to  reduce  our 
establishments  so  as  to  render  them  ineffi- 
cient to  meet  any  increase  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  foreign  powers.  At  present  it 
was  incumbent  on  us  to  extend  our  steam 
navigation,  and  make  our  steam  vessds  as 
efficient  and  complete  as  possible.  It  was 
not  necessary  for  him  to  allude  to  the 
places  where  great  exertions  were  makii^ 
abroad,  it  was  only  necessary  to  mention 
the  subject,  and  point  out  the  caution  it 
indicated.  The  hon.  Member  for  Kildare 
had  objected  to  the  appointment  of  a  de- 
puty-accountant, but  ne  thought  the  ser^ 
vices  of  some  such  officer  was  necessary. 
The  more  the  responsibility  was  increased, 
the  greater  would  be  the  efficienc]^  of  the 
public  service.  At  the  present  time  the 
Admiralty  had  quite  as  much  work  to  do 
as  they  could  get  through,  and  in  time  of 
war  it  would  not  be  possible  for  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty  to  execute  ail  that  was 
required  of  them«  The  hon.  Member  had 
objected  to  the  Navy  Board;  but  that 
board,  or  some  equivalent  officerSi  were 
able  to  bestow  minute  attention  on  de* 
tails  which  could  not  be  bestowed  by  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  which  was  at 
the  same  time  very  usefuL  Far  from  ob- 
jecting to  our  establishments,  he  wished 
to  see  preparations  for  building  steam 
vessels  at  ail  our  ports,  and  he  thought 
that  it  was  indispensable  that  the  Goftm- 
ment  should  have  an  establishment  of  its 
own  for  making  steam  macUoery,  instead 
of  being  dependent  on  private  manufactu- 
rers. At  present  we  bad  oolv  one  estab- 
lishment to  repair  steam  uMMminery.  He 
hoped,  |too,  that  the  Hydrographic  De- 
partment would  receive  the  attentiim  of 
the  Government.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  this  department  had  lately  trained  a 
number  of  officers,  who  bad  been  of  great 
use  in  China.  That  department,  in  (act* 
was  now  of  greater  service  than  ever  it 
had  been  before.  It  should  be  remem- 
bered that  steam  vessels,  from  the  rapidity 
of  their  motion,  could  not  rely  so  much  on 
the  lead,  or  keep  so  good  a  look  out  M 


other  vessels ;  and,  therefore,  it  becaane 
more  than  ever  necessary  to  supply  our 
vessels  with  good  charts.  At  present  tbe 
Hydrographio  Departm«it  was  overloaded 
with  materials ;  the  chambers  of  the  hy» 
drograber  were  crowded,  and  there  was  bo 
room  to  work.  He  hoped  that  thb  sob^ 
ject  would  be  taken  mto  consideratioii, 
and  that  both  our  steam  and  hydro- 
graphic  estaUisbments,  would  be  ex- 
tended. 

Sir  C.  Napier  thought,  the  Gofemmemt 
were  the  best  judppss  of  the  propriety  of 
retaining  or  reducmg  oar  eMabiislimeoCs, 
knowing,  aathey  must,  the  positkin  of  our 
relatmns  with  foreign  powers  hr  better 
than  could  Members  generally;  but  he 
could  not  help  expressing  a  doobt  whether 
the  redoctmns  in  the  number  of  seamen 
might  not  be  found  too  great ;  aa  in  timae 
of  public  exigenev  the  manninf  of  onr 
ships  of  war,  not  the  fitting  them  oat  was 
the  main  difflcoltv  experienced;  and  it 
had  often  oocurrea  to  hun,  that  one  nery 
advisable  way  of  meeting  the  difficaky 
would  be  that  of  disphMung  the  esarines  io 
times  of  peace  by  seamen— the  residt  of 
which  regnlation  would  be,  that  by  divid- 
ing the  crew  of  each  of  oar  goarasbipi, 
and  filling  ap  the  complement  mth  boyp, 
landsmen,  te.,  two  ships  of  tiie  l»e  eoald 
be,  at  a  few  days'  notice,  fully  manned 
and  at  no  additional  expenae,  mstead  of 
havbg  to  wait,  as  in  some  raoent  instaaoea 
bad  Men  the  case,  for  months.  Tbe  great 
borthen  of  the  naval  chaiges  consisted  in 
tbe  expenses  of  keepiog  np  the  neoesaaiy 
crews.  Then,  again,  as  to  tbe  way  u 
which  the  bnshms  was  Bsanai^  at  the 
Admiralty,  he  could  not  bol  thmk  that  n 
change  might  be  beaefidaUy  effis0tfcd«  Re 
bad  foandf  that  tbe  bosiaiess  was  really, 
thoogh  quite  conventkioally,  and  thereiwa 
irresponsiU^,  divided  among  tbe  difirent 
members  of  tbe  board,  so  that  it  wee  ex* 
tremdy  difficult— eifil  as  tbey  were  aow- 
a-days,  and  firy  diffiNrent  in  tUi  inspect 
from  iHkat  tbe|  osed  to  be-^it  was  feiY 
difficoll  for  oncers  to  find  oot  to  wtijqb 
member  of  the  board  thej  were,  as  to  any 
partieular  department  of  the  serf  we,  to 
applf  •  He  \mA  no  bcpe  now  of  seeuf  n 
navel  man  at  tbe  heea  ol  tbe  Admiral, 
but  he  thought  the  administrathw  wow 
be  biffhiy  improved  by  rendering  one  indi* 
vidoal  responsible  lor  each  deoartasent. 
There  sbcndd  be  one  head  of  toe  dock- 
vaidsB  oneef  fhi  fietaaHinc  deDnlment. 
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mvt  tif  tkit  bumtvtsL,  mid  •&  tif  t^iiffrfc.  JLod 
tlifrM  iirr«tj^!»ieiiif  miouid  tie  nidrftfaideDt 
iif  cksMi^  irf  fjtn^tnDeul.  At  tiimp  mt 
piv^mt  wtrt  fluiuii^ed,  tW  AdnmhT 
vfirk  figuld  ii0t  W  veil  ^  tfarm^.     jt 

V«t    <juhif;    «Ii(lll^   X^  kill    liK:   fint  Ittriu 

k«tL  Till;  iUttUS  ttf  tut  bos.  Admr&! 
«iio  fiUfid  tioi  MdJDvi  ii'/v  Idid  tiea 
br{p«i|;bt  OS  eutiftrlr  tkKRiDg;i  lite  p«8t  tE- 
€tiwM  faoeudM  vfiDii  bim  bj  tbe  datiei  be 
bad  t^  f flJfil ;  viudtk  b«4  been  fcntDd  too 
iMtck  for  iil  tboMT  vbo  bud  vitbiii  Inrin^ 
neflTjrief  oomptcsd  tbt  n»e  ooerovf  poet, 
nd  vbkii  bird  pitted  pochirelT  ibe  de- 
ftrvcUtt  cl*  Kine  of  fbe  nbleii  taid  luoci 
irtiofcid  ODiOf^  tbeiBy  M  f>iT  Tboa»%  Hiudj. 
Ooe  er4  <^  tbe  pr«teot  frgim  xiov  v», 
tl»at  vbes  tbe  firit  fitvtl  lord  vttf  i&cafpi 
CfUrted  by  Ulmem^  tbe  &«  lord  was  at  a 
ioM  whtft  to  fiad  aa  tttuntaui  ftubrJtvte  id 
wbon  be  couM  ooofide.  He  would  ot. 
fcrve,  t09,  bow  di&fentij  officen  were 
mmuiibi  in  oooteqoex«ce  of  tbe  Tiewi 
Ukea  bj  6'dbatoi  Boards  of  Admiraitj. 
As  a«  isfiaoce  of  it,  be  would  refer  to  tbe 
case  of  CaplaiD  MaoMJl,  am  officer  wbo 
bad  diftia^uttbed  btsftelf  at  Sidoa  aad 
afterwatfdf  at  Acre,  f^jt  bii  terncet  at 
8idoB  be  wit  made  Post  Capuia,  but  bad 
Dot  beea  reported.  Wbea  at  Acre,  be 
took  a  large  ibip  of  tbe  eaeaiy ,  wttb  a  t mall 
brig.  All  tbe  otber  oflBoen ,  ^  tbe  nme 
rarik,  eogaged  at  Acre,  were  made  Com- 
pauioaf  of  tbe  Batb  ;  bat  Capuiu  MaoteJI, 
becaote  be  bad  not  beea  reported,  lost 
tiiat  liooour.  At  a  cootrait  to  tbat,  tbere 
wat  tbe  case  of  a  Captaio  Gray,  a  volun- 
teer, io  Cbioa,  wbo  went  atbore  witb  Sir 
W.  Parker,  and,  altboogb  be  bad  no  oom- 
maod,  received  for  hit  lervicet  tbe  honour 
of  tbe  Order  of  t^ie  Bath.  At  to  promo- 
tion, it  teemed  that  tbe  present  Boisrd  of 
Admiralty,  when  tbey  withed  to  make  any 
proinotiont,  not  only  promoted  one  for 
every  three  vacanciet,  but  made  special 
vacaociet,  and  promoted  three  for  every 
one.  With  retpect  (o  tteamert  of  war, 
a  good  deal  of  attention  had  been  paid  to 
tbe  tubject,  but  we  had  not  made  really 
much  advance.  We  had  not  really  one 
efficient  war  tteamer.  Neither  the  boilers 
nor  machinery  were  tecure,  and  they  did 
not  carry  enough  of  fuel.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  tee  to  the  correction  of 
thete  defects. 

Mr.  LaboucliCfe  wished  for  some  expla- 
nation of  the  appointment  of  deputy  ac- 
countaat-generaL    He  asked  for  it  upon 


bcber 
e^rauonrr 

Mr.  .§H 
aherntioB  tbas  bad 
ttie  aiguatBre  of  a 
anihied   tbe   aceiimitt. 
tbere  was  tbe  mgniitaje  sf  mt 
wiko  did  aos  mpect 

Mr.  C  Wutd  es 
13  tbe  icdacijipia  made  ia  the 

Mr.  HwMM.    tbougbt* 
stale  of  tbe  covstrv.  ibe  sed 
bave  been  tcilj  furtber  earned 

Vcie  fcrreed  lo:  as 
l^y^/JSni  for  wages  to 
rioet  ibrtbe  war  1943,  1M4 

Tbt  Hmae  reaamed,  tbe 
f0Otvtd  puogiLas. 

HoBK:  adyonraad  ai  a  q 


HOUSE  OF   LOBDSp 
Momdof,  Ftbrwarg  27. 1S43L 


«ribe  Coro-towi. 


FaocLAMATioys  or  Lord  Ellev- 
BOKOL'Gii.]  Lord  Campbell  aaid,  iha 
noble  Duke  opposite  stated  on  a  foiver 
occasion  that  he  would  have  no  obfection 
to  lay  on  the  Table  copies  of  two  procla- 
mations of  Lord  Ellenboroogh ;  ooe  re- 
lating to  the  evacuation  of  Affghaaia'aBy 
the  other  to  the  restoration  of  the  gates 
of  the  temple  of  Somnauth.  He  (Lnd 
Campbell)  would  now  move  for  copies  of 
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thoM  docnmenU,  in  order  to  uuit  4b^T 
Lordiiripi  in  rorming  a  jadgment  mpeci- 
ing  thoM  traaiactioDS.  Betidn  tho  pni- 
damatioQ  concerning  the  gatei,  then  was 
a  military  order  of  die  Qovemor-geiwral, 
regulating  tbe  nnmbers  and  pay  of  the 
etcort  which  was  to  attend  tham.  He 
hoped  the  noble  Duke  would  alio  conaa&t 
to  tbe  production  of  thai  paper. 

Tbe  Duke  of  Wellinglom  had  no  olgec- 
lion  to  produce  the  documenti. 

Ordeied  to  ba  laid  on  the  Table. 

Corn  Law  of  1842.]  The  Duke  of 
Wellxftgio*  hoped  that  tha  noble  Lord 
whom  be  aaw  oppoaite,  and  who  had  given 
notice  for  that  evenii^  of  a  motion  rela- 
tive 10  the  Com-Uw  of  latt  Seuion  (Lord 
Mooteagle),  would  concent  to  poatpoce 
bia  motion  for  aome  daya,  in  conieqaence 
of  tbe  illneti  of  hit  noble  Friend  the  Pre- 
■tdent  of  tbe  Board  of  Trade  (tbe  Earl  of 
Ripon).  He  did  not  know  how  it  would 
be  ponibla  to  diicnit  the  qneition  in  his 
abience. 

Lord  MmleagU  aaid,  he  regretted 
donbtedly,  from  regard  to  the  convenience 
of  other  noble  Lordi,  especially  (Ome  who 
migbl  have  come  np  from  the  ronntry, 
that  there  ihould  be  a  neceaiity  for  post' 
poning  hii  motion :  but,  under  inecircnin- 
Btaacea  aUted  by  the  nobia  Duke,  tba  ill- 
nets  of  the  President  of  the  Boui  of 
Trade,  and  tbe  inconvenience  that  woald 
arise  from  discniHOg  tbe  qnestion  in  Lis 
absence,  he  should  be  sorry  to  bring  on 
tbe  motion.  He  shonld  allow  the  inaHer 
to  remain  open  a  day  or  two,  till  tbe  noble 
Lord  had  recovered,  and  then  he  sbaold 
be  enabled  poiitively  to  fix  a  day  when  it 
might  come  on. 

The  Duke  of  WtUrngto*  might  observe, 
that  he  had  no  great  bope  of  hia  n<rt)le 
Friend  being  able  to  attend  the  Hocse 
under  a  few  days— a  week  at  least. 

Subject  poitponed, 

Tbe  House  of  Lords  Oalba  Bill  wu  laad 
a  (bird  time,  and  passed. 

CONDITIOV    OF    AOKICULTURAL  La- 

BOUBERS.]  Earl  FUnmlliam  wMld  talce 
that  opportunity  of  asking  a  qoealion  re- 
specting the  proceedings  of  acommiaaion, 
which  bad  been  appointed  aoiM  aaoaths 
ago,  to  inqaiie  into  the  condition  of  the 
agricultural  population  in  sooie  parts  of 
England,  and  particnlarly  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk.  He  believed  that  conmiiaion 
had  nade  a  report,  and  he  vitbed  to  know 


If  there  was  any  intention  to  lay  it  bafim 
(he  House  T 

Lord  WharmcUffa  said,  he  wooM  maka 
inquiry  into  the  natter. 

House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COHHONS, 
Mmdof,  Ftbnary  37,  1 843. 


Poor  Lavi.]  Mr.  SmOmi  Krif 
inonind  whether  tbe  wnnJad  Poot^av 
Bill,  iriiieh  it  was  tba  Intnitiaa  of  tlw  Q»< 
TCniBwt  to  pcopose  ihii  year,  wu  to  ha 
predidy  tho  sama  as  tku  of  hst  year, 
with  the  axeaptioo,  of  oooiae,  of  thoaa 
alterations  which  bad  baaa  noogniad  at 
tbecloaeoftheSesaloat     . 

Sir  /.  GraAaai  rapliad,  that  tba  pvb- 
eiplaoftbabillwatidaalieally  the  ntoa. 
In  iOBia  dataik  there  was  a  nriatioa, 
e^Mdally  with  napoet  to  the  elaasai  f»- 
laiiag  to  appnotieaahip.     Saaa  ola— 


Lord  J.  AmsU  said,  it  wmiU  be  ear; 
draUa  to  know  what  woald  be  doaa « 


tbe  Poor-law  fcr  Ireiaad,  mi 
bo  irishad  to  know  if  tha  Oarenmm  i»* 
tended  to  prooted  whh  a  biU,  and,  it  n, 
whetber  the  prindple  was  to  ba  Maift- 
tainedt  .     - 

Lord  SSet  nid.  that  «  bill  ww  h  ■ 
forward  atato  of  prepaiation. 
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Privilege — Privted  Pafers.]  Mr. 
Speaker  acquainted  the  House,  that  the 
Sefjeaot-at-Arma  attending  this  House 
had  a  commnnicatioQ  to  make  to  Uie 
House : — 

"  Whereupon  the  Serjeant  was  called  to  the 
Bar,  and  informed  the  House,  that  he  and 
William  Bellamy,  a  Messenger  of  this  House, 
had  received  writs  of  summons  at  the  suit  of 
Thomas  Burton  Howard,  hjr  his  attorney 
Thomas  Howard,  in  actions  of  trespass :  as  the 
nature  of  the  trespass  was  not  stated^  ha 
thought  it  right  to  enter  an  appearance.  On 
Saturday  last  he  was  serred  with  a  declara- 
tion, whidi  shews  that  the  suit  is  in  conse- 
quence of  his  haring  taken  Thomas  Burton 
Howard  into  custody ;  and  that  the  suit  against 
William  Bellamy  is  for  having  taken  TbooMs 
Burton  Howard  to  the  prison  of  Newgate.  As 
hoth  these  acts  were  done  by  order  of  thb 
House,  and  under  Mr.  Speaker's  warrant,  he 
hoped  they  would  have  the  protection  of  the 
House,  and  the  directions  of  the  House  as  to 
the  eoursa  which  they  are  to  pursue^" 

And  then  he  delif  ered  in  the  said  writs 
and  decUratioDty  which  were  read  at  the 
Tbble. 

The  SoSciior  General  said,  he  was  not 
about  to  make  any  motion  on  the  subject 
of  the  communicatioD  that  had  been  jost 
made.  The  more  satisfactory  courae  would 
be  to  have  the  papers  just  presented 
printed  with  the  votes,  and  he  ca?e  notice 
that  he  tlioold  to-morrow  submit  a  osotion 
«pon  the  anbject  to  the  cooaideratioo  of 
the  House. 

Lord  Jo&ii  Ruaell  bdiefed  that  tome 
action  had  occurred  during  the  recess,  in 
regard  to  the  Serjeant-at-Arms  and  his 
deputy,  in  which  a  sum  of  money  had 
been  paid  to  the  plaintiff,  by  order  of  the 
Treasury.  If  that  were  so,  although  the 
proceeding  might  be  quite  right,  he 
thought  those  papers  alao  should  be  laid 
before  the  House. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  replied,  that  whatever 
information  the  Government  were  in  pos- 
semion  of  should  be  Isid  before  the 
House. 

Pspers  to  be  printed. 

Trade  with  Cevloh.]  Mr.  Ewart 
asked  the  right  hon.  Baronet  whether  the 
attention  of  the  Government  had  been 
attracted  to  the  manner  in  which  the  ex- 
port duties  at  Ceylon  were  collected,  es- 
pecially with  respect  to  the  duty  on  the 
article  cinnamon : 

Sir  /?.  Peel  said,  the  subject  had  been 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  he  thought  that  the  duty  gene- 


rally oo  all  artiekt  of  expoft,  vitli  fim 
exception  of  a  few,  was  S^  per  ettit.  mi 
valorem.  Among  the  excepted  artklM 
cinnamon  and  dnnamoo  oil. 
tiooi  had  been  made  by  penons  m  ihii 
country  as  to  the  advantages  of  mimtmg 
the  export  doty  oo  eionamoo,  and 
rity  had  been  given  by  the  Qovchmm 
here  to  the  authorities  in  Ceyloo  to  radi 
theduty  frott3s.  to  Is.  A  oofffuapondaii^ 
reduction  was  also  about  to  be  made  oa 
the  article  of  cinnamoo  oil  bom  Is.  lo 
4id. 

Paraguay.]  Mr.  Ewart  begged  to 
inquire  whether  the  Govemssent  luid  re- 
ceived any  intelligence  cooceroiog  Mr. 
Gordon's  treatment  in  Paraguay. 

Sir  Rf^bert  Peel :  The  GovennBeiK  bod 
not  yet  received  any  ofl&ctal  inftirwatioa 
from  Mr.  Gordon,  whom  they  had  seat 
out  to  Paraguay  to  proaecnte  oertaia  ia« 
quiries  in  that  country.  A  romoar,  bow* 
ever,  had  reached  England  that  lbs  sua* 
sion  with  which  Mr.  Gordon  was  eotrasted 
had  terminated  unfavoorably  ;  sad 
this  subject  was  mentioned  in  the  Hi 
a  few  evenings  ago,  bo  had  recetiod 
copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  a 
spectable  boase  in  Liverpool,  by  a  scuds 
man  named  Hartley,  the  eompassoa  of 
Mr.  Gordon,  in  which  it  was  staled,  that 
in  consequence  of  soose  tnterflsfeaea  am 
the  part  of  Mr.  Gordon  in  the  mndiral 
practice  of  the  country,  by  an  attampl  to 
introdooe  vaccinatioo,  lbs  gnisinaisat  of 
Paraguay  had  taken  the  ahna,  aad  or* 
dered  Mr.  Gordon  to  quit  the  coaatry* 
As  this  information  casse  from  a  awsl  la* 
spectable  sonrce,  he  coald  not  bal  fmr. 
that  the  rumour  was  correct.  But,  as  ba 
had  already  stated,  the  Govemnaeot  bad 
as  yet  received  co  official  infbroiatiaa 
upon  the  subject,  and,  until  sach  iafsna* 
ation  were  received,  it  woold,  of  coam, 
be  quite  impossible  for  him  to  stste  what 
course  the  Government  would  be  likalj  to 
take. 

Knutsford  Gaol.]  Oa  the  Motioa 
for  reading  the  Order  of  the  Day,  for  go* 
log  into  Committee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  Tatton  EgerUm  bagged  to  detaia 
the  House  for  a  few  momeots  while  he 
referred  to  a  statement  made  the  other 
evening  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Fiasbory 
(Mr.  T.  Duncombe),  with  respect  to  the 
treatment  of  certain  ptisooers  ia  the 
Knulsford  House  of  Correctioo.     Wbea 
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it  was  considered  9  that  the  statement  so 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  affected  in  no 
slight  degree  the  character  of  the  nagis« 
trates  who  visited  that  gaol,  be  was  sore 
he  would  be  pardoned  for  bringing  tbt 
report  again  under  the  attention  of  the 
House,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting 
the  inaccuracies  into  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Finsbury  had  fallen.  The 
hon.  Member  stated  the  other  evening, 
that  a  certain  prisoner,  named  Samuel 
Lees,  having  been  placed  on  the  tiread- 
mill  on  the  Wednesday  afternoon,  was 
taken  out  again  the  next  morning,  con* 
trary  to  all  custom,  and  placed  upon  the 
treadmill, — 

^  For  the  amusement  of  several  ladies  and 
gentlemeo,  who  were  anxious  to  see  the 
sport." 

And,  further,  that  he  was 

''Sent  to  weave  against  his  will,  as  he 
would  be  in  the  satne  building  as  thieves  and 
vagabonds  of  the  vilest  descriptioo." 

Now,  the  statement  of  the  magistrates 
was,  that  Lees  bad  only  been  twice  upon 
the  treadmill — that  he  had  never  bieen 
taken  out  on  any  particular  occasion-* 
that  he  had  not  been  made  to  tread  the 
wheel  for  more  than  half  an  hour  at 
any  particular  time— and  that  hii  labour 
was  confined  to  weaving.  In  the  ease 
of  another  prisoner,  Robert  Wilde,  the 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  T.  Duncombe)  read 
an  account,  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
when  Wilde  went  into  the  prison,  the 
governor  told  him— 

'<  Now,  you  have  been  sent  here  to  be  pun- 
isbed,  and  I  will  take  care  you  are  punished ; 
for,  let  your  treatment  be  ever  so  lenient 
whilst  you  are  here,  I  would  not  give  modi 
for  your  constitution  when  you  go  onL*' 

Now,  the  statement  of  the  prisoner  bioh 
self,  as  made  to  the  visiting  magistrates, 
was  this : 

''  I  remember  the  day  when  the  governor 
of  the  gaol  sent  for  the  rales,  and  raid  them 
to  us,  telling  us  that  they  were  veiy  seversL 
and  that  if  we  did  not  obey  them,  we  should 
be  severely  punished,  having  our  bread  stop- 
ped, and  thereby  endangering  our  constito- 
tions." 

This  sort  of  discipline  might,  possibly, 
have  the  appearance  of  great  aeverity; 
but  it  was  to  be  remembers,  that  it  was 
a  discipline  enforced  by  the  rulea  of  the 
gaol,  which  were  adopted  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home   Department,  and  fot  which  tke 


visiting  magistratea  were  not  leapoaaiUt* 
The  prisoner  Wilde  stated  further :— « 

*^l  never  made  any  application  to  the  go« 
veraor  for  anything.  Tne  food  is  good,  but 
the  prisoners  complain  of  the  shortness  of  it.'* 

It  appeared,  however,  that  two  of  the 
priaooera  were  alwava  ap|MND(ed  to  see 
the  food  areighed  and  examined,  in  orchnr, 
that  the  prisoners  might  not  be  cheated 
by  shortness  of  weight.  Il  was,  of  coarse, 
necessary  that  discipline  ahould  be  en* 
forced  in  the  gaol ;  bat  the  nagistntea 
were  moat  anxious  that  all  the  officera  of 
the  prison  should  exeveiae  forbearance, 
and  net  with  humanity  towarda  the  pri* 
aoners.  He  had  fslt  it  his  dnty  to  make 
this  short  stateasent,  in  reply  to  what  Imd 
fallen  from  the  hon*  Member  for  Fioabory 
on  Thursday  last* 

Mr.  7.  ZHmcomAe  dkl  not  aoderatind 
the  statement,  that  bad  been  made  by 
the  boo.  Member  for  Cheahire.  The  hoo^ 
Gentleman  atated,  that  the  accoont  he 
now  gave  of  what  took  dace  in  the  gaol, 
came  from  the  priaoner  Wilde.  UMataie- 
ment  that  he  (Mr.  Duooombe)  gave  tiie 
other  evening  also  caase  from  the  pri* 
aoner  Wilde,  and  he  believed,  that  the 
atateasept  so  made  by  bim  waa  coi^ 
red.  With  re||anl  to  any  eontradietioae 
coaung  from  prisoneia  of  the  statemeaty 
made  aa  to  the  impioper  asanagaoMBt  of 
the  gaol,  be  Ihoont  aoob  eontiadietiQM 
should  be  received  wSk  gnml  cootioa 
inasmuch  aa  those  prieonera  wwo,  id  a 
certain  extent,  under  the  contral  of  the 
magiatrate  and  the  gaoler.  Jepea  AIUn« 
son,  the  released  primer,  whoee  teatimooy 
he  (Mr.  Donoomne)  bad  quoted  the  other 
evening,  and  who  bad  bm  confined  oo 
the  same  side  of  the  prison  with  Leea  and 
Wilde  waa  prepared  to  come  f(nrward  ind 
to  confirm  everything  thtt  he  had  atated^ 
aa  to  what  had  taken  |deee  b  the  Hooae 
of  Correction  at  Kaawbrd.  It  waaab- 
golar  that,  althoogb  the  atateasent  whidb 
he  made  the  otherevening  had  appeuod 
in  the  newapapeia  aome  time  ago,  tne  mn^ 
gistratea  had  never  come  forward  with  any 
contradieUon  of  it  until  the  eiremaatinoae 
were  mentioned  in  Parliament  When  he 
saw  the  newapaper  aocoant  of  the  namier 
in  which  the  priaoMNv  were  taaated,  he 
wrote  to  a  senttsfliMi  b  dM  a^lghboafhoed 
to  aseertahi  whether  aoeh  an  aeeaont. 
could  poesiUy  be  correct  Thtt  feBtb* 
Bsaa  immedbtely  eent  ofor  to  KnntaiM 
gaol,  and  had  en  btanriew  with  WBdi|^ 
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whose  condition  and  appearance  he  de- 
scribed as  being  most  deplorable.  He 
belie?ed,  that  all  the  charges  which  Al- 
linson  had  made  could  be  folly  sobstan- 
tiated. 

Mr.  T.  Egerton  coold  only  say  that  the 
magistrates  courted  the  fullest  investiga- 
tion, and  that  be  believed  the  Knutsford 
House  of  Correction  to  be  one  of  the  best 
conducted  gaols  in  the  country. 

Sir  /.  Graham  :  The  hon.  Member  for 
Finsbory  stated,  that  Allinson  was  a  per- 
fectly credible  witness.  The  statement  of 
Allinson  was  certainly  very  much  at  vari- 
ance with  the  statement  of  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Cheshire.  If  it  were  true 
that  Allinson  was  a  credible  witness,  theu 
he  must  say,  that  he  thought  the  conver- 
sations which  were  alleged  to  have  taken 
place  between  the  gaoler  and  the  pri- 
soners, when  they  were  first  brought  to 
the  gaol,  were  very  much  to  be  regretted. 
It  appeared  to  him,  too,  that  there  were 
other  parts  of  Allinson's  statement  well 
worthy  of  investigation,  and  which  called 
for  a  prompt  and  immediate  inquiry.  If, 
therefore,  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  fa- 
vour him  with  a  copy  of  Allinson's  state- 
ment, be  would,  undertake,  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  that  an  inspector  should 
proceed  to  Knutsford  gaol  to  inquire  into 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  The 
report  of  that  inspector  would  be  made  to 
the  Home-office,  and  he  would  engage  to 
lay  it  before  the  House. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

Collieries  —  Treatmekt  of  Ap- 
prentices.] The  question  for  reading 
the  Order  of  the  Day  for  going  into 
Committee  of  Supply  having  been  again 
put. 

Lord  Ashley  begged  to  take  that  op- 
portunity of  calling  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  to  a  subject  of  consi- 
derable importance.  He  had  just  received 
a  letter  from  a  very  respectable  gentle- 
man, signed  Thomas  Barber,  auditor  of 
the  Halifax  Union,  which  was  in  these 
words : — 

Halifax,  Feb.  25. 

*'  My  Lord— Permit  me  most  respectfully 
to  direct  your  Lordships  special  attention  to 
the  last  page  of  the  lialifax  Guardian  of  this 
day,  where  you  will  6nd  a  statement  of  facts 
relative  to  the  cruel  treatment  a  boy  has  un- 
dergone, or  endured,  at  the  hands  of  his 
inhuman  master,  a  collier,  residing  at  Black- 


ley,  four  miles  from  this  place.  It  u  nol  Ib 
the  power  of  language  to  describe,  or  of 
imagination  to  cooceive,  the  spectacle  pra- 
se nted  to  my  view  when  I  examined  his  ba^ 
on  Wednesday  last  at  the  union  workbouse. 
With  a  firm  determination  of  transmitting  an 
account  to  you,  I  wrote  down  his  statemeot, 
bat  afterwards  deemed  it  expedient  to  reqnesl 
the  editor  and  pubtiiher  of  the  GwtHitm  to 
report  it  in  the  paper ;  he  yesteiday  aoeoai- 
panied  me  to  the  workboose,  and  has  given 
the  substance  of  the  boy's  narrative.  I  have 
just  returned  from  the  magistrates  office^  where 
the  master  has  appeared  under  a  saaaaKnis 
from  the  overseers  for  the  purpose  of  frseinff 
the  lad  from  the  parish  indenture.  The  ted 
gave  a  clear  and  sucdnct  statemeoi  of  the 
treatment  and  sufferings  he  had  endured  for 
some  weeks  back,  with  an  artlessness  that 
carried  an  irresistible  conviction  of  its  tmlb- 
fulness  to  the  mind  of  every  individual  pre- 
sent. The  master  was  not  able  to  dispiove  or 
controvert  one  iota  of  the  statement,  though 
defended  by  a  professional  gentleman,  aad  Uw 
justices  discharged  the  lad  from  his  appreotiet- 
sbip,  according  to  the  20th  of  Geo.  Snd,  c  19. 

'*  To  Lord  Ashley,  London." 

Along  with  that  letter  he  had  leeeited 
a  copy  of  the  Halifax  OuardioMt  and  he 
thought  he  was  justified  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  caae, 
because  he  had  last  year  proposed  by  bis 
bill  the  total  and  immediate  caoceUiog  of 
apprenticeships  for  undergoing  operatiooi^ 
and  if  that  clause  bad  not  b^o  revened 
elsewhere,  such  a  case  as  the  preaent 
never  could  have  happened.  The  Haltfmx 
Guardian  thus  reported  the  case  :— 


'^  It  is  this  week  our  painful  du^  to 
one  of  the  most  revolting  cases  of  baibaitNis 
treatment  that  it  ever  fell  to  our  lot  to  ootiee. 
The  case  affords  another  illustration  of  the 
cruelties  practised  upon  children  doomed  to 
slave  labour  in  a  coal  mine,  and  we  beg  di^ 
tinctly  to  observe,  that  we  have  understated  la- 
ther than  overstated  the  treatment  of  the 
wretch  whose  name  we  shall  shortly  introduce. 

**  James  Whitelev,  a  poor  orphan  boy,  aboat 
seventeen  years  of  age,  was  apprenticed  to 
Joseph  Whiteley,  collier,  residing  at  BhMskky* 
near  £11  and,  about  seven  years  ago,  as  a  bur- 
ner. He  was  then  only  about  nine  years  of 
age.  From  the  first  day  of  his  apprenticeship 
to  his  cruel  master  he  has  been  the  subject  of 
the  most  severe  and  harsh  treatment.  The 
labour  to  which  he  was  put  in  his  mere  inHsacy 
was  the  veriest  drudgery,  and  when  his  limbs 
failed  to  do  their  duty  a  huge  strap,  or  not  un- 
frequently  a  thick  piece  of  wood,  was  osost 
inhumanly  applied  to  his  person.  $ix  o'clock 
in  the  morning  was  the  usual  hour  at  which 
this  poor  boy  was  sent  into  the  pit,  and  at  the 
same  honr  in  the  evening — but  not  onfre- 
quently  eight  o'clock  or  nine  o'clock — he  was 
again  submerged,  his  only  subsbteoce  being  a 
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muffin,  or  some  other  such  eatable,  and  the 
water  in  the  pit.  The  cruelties  practised  upon 
him  have  been  greatly  increased  since  his  in- 
human master  was  married  (about  two  years 
since),  the  woman  it  appears  having  taken  a 
dislike  to  the  poor  orphan  lad.  As  a  sample 
of  the  barbarities  which  this  collier  boy  has 
had  to  undergo,  let  the  punishment  be  has  ex* 
perienced  during  the  last  fortnight  suffice. 

<<  It  appears  that  the  severe  flogging  which 
Whiteley  received  caused  him  once  or  twice 
to  run  away  from  his  master.  A  short  time 
ago  he  was  so  beat  with  a  burner's  strap,  and 
a  heavy  piece  of  wood  (a  piece  of  an  old  cradle) 
that  he  again  resolved  upon  running  away. 
He  did  so,  but  on  Tuesday  week  he  was  brought 
before  the  Halifax  magistrates  by  his  master, 
charged  with  disobedience.  Through  the 
threats  and  menaces  of  the  cruel  tyrant  who 
had  treated  him  so  barbarously,  he  was  pre- 
Tented  stating  the  whole  facts  of  the  case  to 
the  bench.  The  lad  had  intended  showing 
the  various  wounds  inflicted  upon  his  person : 
enough,  however,  was  said  to  induce  the  ma- 
gistrates to  reprimand  the  master,  and  the  boy 
was  ordered  to  go  back  again,  and  the  master 
warned  not  to  ill  treat  him  in  future.  This 
warning,  however,  was  neglected.  The  same 
day  he  administered  a  most  brutal  casiigation 
to  his  victim,  which  he  repeated  every  day 
while  the  lad  remained  with  him.  Our  readers 
may  imagine  that  the  harrowing  details  which 
are  to  follow  are  tinged  with  an  air  of  fiction. 
They  are  facts.  The  poor  lad  when  down  in 
the  pit  was  beat  with  a  stick,  and  between  each 
stroke  the  instrument  was  dipped  in  water. 
The  lad's  back  became  one  mass  of  sores,  and 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  lie  in  bed.  While 
subject  to  this  inhuman  treatment,  he  was  al- 
lowed three  meals  per  day  of  thin  water^por- 
ridge  only,  and  in  consequence  of  his  brutal 
treatment  boils  broke  out  in  all  parts  of  his 
body.  Frequently  was  he  sent  into  the  pit 
without  breakfast,  and  obliffed  to  perform  tne 
whole  of  his  drudgery.  What  made  this  the 
more  painful  was,  the  fact  of  his  labonring 
under  the  effects  of  a  severe  wound  inflicted 
upon  his  right  knee  some  time  since.  On  that 
occasion,  while  beating  him  with  a  burner's 
strap,  the  master  took  hold  of  the  end  opposite 
the  buckle  (which  is  generally  a  tolerably  large 
one),  thus  causing  a  more  severe  punishment ; 
in  oue  of  the  strokes  the  buckle  caught  ibe 
poor  lad  on  the  right  knee,  and  tore  away  a 
large  piece  of  flesh.  The  lad,  however^  was 
still  forced  to  work. 

<'  On  Thursday  night  week  this  monster 
master  ducked  the  lad's  head  three  or  four 
times  in  a  bowl  of  water,  wetting  his  shirt  all 
over,  and  then  forced  him  into  the  cellar,  where 
he  was  locked  up  all  night,  without  bed,  chair, 
table,  or  even  a  morsel  of  straw !  The  same 
treatment  was  about  to  be  practised  on  Friday 
night,  but  he  begged  so  pitifulbr  for  mercy 
that  he  was  allowed  to  go  to  bed.  On  Saturday 
night,  however,  he  was  again  forced  into  thA 
cellar,  where  he  remained  all  night.    On  Sun* 
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day  morning  he  was  brought  out ;  no  braakftst 
was  given  him  ;  but,  as  a  further  punishment^ 
his  master  suspended  a  heavy  bag  of  iron 
round  his  neck,  and  forced  him  to  walk  up  and 
down  the  room,  under  the  terror  of  another 
flogging.  Some  eold  porridge  (which  had 
been  left  the  previous  day)  was  warmed  up 
and  ofibred  him,  but  be  could  not  eat.  His 
master  then  left  the  house,  Mying  he  would 
look  out  for  a  good  thick  stick.  Ine  woman 
shortly  after  left  the  house  for  the  purpose  of 
fetching  some  water  from  a  neighbouring  well, 
and  the  lad,  being  thus  for  a  few  moments  kft 
alone,  resolved  upon  trying  once  more  to  es- 
cape from  a  worse  than  African  slavery.  With 
great  exertion  he  managed  to  unloose  the'lMig 
of  iron  firom  his  neck,  and  made  his  oseape 
into  Grimscar  Wood.  Thence  he  stealthy 
proceeded  to  the  old  Copperas  Works,  whero 
he  remained  till  ni^^tfaU.  Dnringlns  con- 
cealment  in  the  old  Uoperas  Works,  he  hevd 
his  master  seeking  him.  The  lad,  when  refer- 
ring to  this  circumstance,  shudders  invdunta* 
rily,  saying,  'I  did  tremble  then.'  Fortn* 
nately,  however,  he  was  not  discovered.  At 
night  he  proceeded  to  Elland,  wberea  charitn- 
ble  woman  took  him  into  her  house  and  omm 
him  some  ooffee,  and  provided  him  with  a  bed. 
On  the  Monday  he  went  to  the  constablo^t 
who  took  him  to  Mr.  Joshua  Dodgson,  one  of 
the  overseers^  who  was  so  struck  at  the  sliodc« 
ing  spectacle  which  the  lad  presented  that  ho 
resolved  upon  rescuing  him  mm  his  inhuman 
master.  He  was  brooght  before  the  magistratb 
on  Tuesday  by  the  constable,  aocompauMd  also 
by  Mr.  Dodgsdh,  His  back  was  eznibited  and 
presented  from  the  nape  of  the  wmk  down- 
wards one  continued  series  of  braises^  evidentfy 
effected  by  some  solid  bnt  lliin  weapon.  Hu 
right  hand  was  also  dreadfbily  swollen  in  at- 
tempting  to  parry  off  the  blows.  One  part  of 
his  body  presented  rather  the  appearance  of 
raw,  diseased  meat,  than  of  human  flesh  and 
skin !  It  was  at  first  intended  to  take  out  a 
warrant  for  assault,  bnt  on  confiming  with  tlii 
magistrates  it  was  thoagfat  better  to  tako  a 
summons  for  ill  treatment,  with  a  vitw  toeaa* 
eel  the  indentures  and  rdease  the  lad  from  tlia 
liability  to  such  crnel  treatment. 

**  The  lad  was  snbseqnently  removed  to  the 
workhouse,  where  he  was  pot  under  propre 
medical  treatment,  and  the  most  asnduoos  aU 
tentlon  has  since  been  fMid  to  him  both  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dyer.  We  nnderttaad  that  Jo- 
seph Whiteley,  the  lad*s  master,  will  ba  branglu 
np  before  the  magistrates  this  day.'* 


Sir  /•  Qrahaim  coold  astnre  hti  noUo 
Friend,  that  althongh  this  case  was  en* 
tirely  unknown  to  him  till  his  noUe  Friend 
commenced  hii  address  to  the  Hovse^  ha 
most  wannly  sympalUiad  with  hin  in  dm 
feeling  of  msgnst  which  snch  a  stalsBaQt 
must  create  in  the  breast  of  eferjCtenm- 
man  who  heard  it ;  at  the  sanm  tioie,  ii|l 
would  agiee  with  him  in  hoping  that  tbm 
SX 
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was  some  exaggeration  in  the  facts  as 
stated.  He  would  most  readily  institute 
an  inquiry  into  all  the  circumstances  by 
sending  down  a  person  worthy  of  confi- 
dence into  the  district,  and  if  the  facts  as 
alleged  were  substantiated,  it  would  be  his 
duty  to  direct  that  prosecutions  should  be 
commenced  against  the  parties  implicated. 
He  was  glad  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
stating  to  the  House,  that  notwithstand- 
ing anything  which  had  occurred  elsewhere 
with  respect  to  the  act  of  last  Session,  no 
one  was  more  anxious  than  he  was  to  give 
effect  both  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  that 
act,  and  adhere  most  strictly  to  all  its  pro- 
visions. 

CoMMAIfnEB-IN-CniRF   SiTTING  IN   THE 

Cabinet.]  The  question  for  reading  the 
Order  of  the  Day  for  going  into  Commit- 
tee of  Supply  being  again  put. 

Lord  John  Rnssell  said,  that  as  the 
House  was  about  to  proceed  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  army  estimates,  he  wished 
to  offer  a  remark  with  respect  to  the  office 
of  Commander-in-chief  being  now  held  by 
a  Member  of  the  Cabinet.  Since  the 
House  had  last  had  under  its  considera- 
tion the  army  estimates,  the  office  of  Com- 
mander-in-chief had  been  accepted  by  the 
Duke  of  Wellington.  On  military  grounds 
DO  one  could  find  any  fault  with  huch  an 
appointment,  because  no  man  could  com- 
pete with  the  Duke  of  Wellington  in 
fitness  for  the  office.  But  it  was  another 
question  whether,  after  he  had  accepted 
the  office  of  Commander-in-chief,  the  noble 
Duke  should  likewise  hold  an  office  in  the 
Cabinet,  and  continue  to  fill  a  situation  of 
considerable  influence  as  the  leader  of 
those  who  were  the  advisers  of  her  Ma- 
jesty in  the  other  House  of  Parliament. 
He  beliefed  it  had  very  seldom  been  the 
case,  that  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet  had 
been  entrusted  with  the  executire  office  of 
Commander-in-chief.  It  was  true,  that 
General  Conway  was  for  some  time  Com- 
ma uder-in-chiet  and  a  Member  of  the  Ca- 
binrt ;  but  since  his  time,  no  instance  of  a 
similar  kind  had  occurred.  With  respect 
to  the  Diiko  of  York  and  the  noble  Lord, 
whose  rerent  decease  ever)'  Member  of  the 
House  must  unite  with  him  in  lamenting ; 
although  In^th  of  these  persons  had  their  po- 
litical sentiments,  yet  the  Duke  of  York, 
fmin  his  great  impartiality  and  his  love  of 
the  army,  was  aborp  all  |ioIitica]  considera- 
tions; and  l.onl  Hill,  fnmi  hi^  great  zeal 
for  the  military  M^rvii-e,  and  his  genirat 
linduesa  to  |K^rsons  of  all  ranks,  might  l«e 


regarded  as  one  equally  uniDfluenced  \n 
party  consideratioos.    The  Duke  of  Yon 
and  Lord    Hill  were  in    that  sitnatioB 
that,  whateTer    their    political    opiuioiM 
might  be,   their  military  cliaiactcr  was 
their    only    distinctioa ;    ao    that    thumt 
who  agreed  with   them   in   those  opio- 
ions,  and  those  who  differed  ffom  theM 
might  at  any  time  ha?e  recourse  to  them 
without  any  difficulty,  and  with  a  perfect 
confidence  in  their  impartiality  with  re- 
spect to  any  application  that  they  might 
wish   to  prefer  either  to  the  fa?our  or 
justice  of  the  Commander-in-chief.    The 
Duke  of  Wellingtoo,  with  all  hit  great 
4)ua]ities  as  a  military  man,  which  would 
peculiarly  fit  him  for  the  oflke,  bad  yet 
for  some  years  taken  a  rery  decided  part 
in  the  politics  of  the  country,  had  been  a 
very  leading  man  in  one  of  toe  great  poli- 
ticsJ  parties,  and  of  course  could  not  be 
considered  exempt  from  the  political  par- 
tialities and  political  dislikes  to  which  a 
life  much  devoted  to  politics  was  likely  to 
give    birth.      The  Duke  of  Welliogtoo, 
holding  the  high  station  that  be  did  in 
the  political  councils  of  her  Majesty,  waa 
now  entrusted  with  the  important  execu- 
tive duties  which  devolved  upon  the  Con- 
mander-in-chief.     When  he  stated,  that  a 
|)erson  in  that  situation  waa  liable  to  be 
influenced  by  political  consideratkmt,  he 
was  only  stating  that  which  the  Duke  of 
Wellington    had    himself  declared    vHh 
respect  to  the  same  office.    In  hk  eri* 
dence  before  the  commissiooers,  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  practicability  and  es« 
nediency  of   consolidating    the    dillermt 
departments    connected    with    the    dvil 
administration  of  the  army,  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  expressed  an  opinion  whidi 
had  the  greatest  weight  with  hit  noUe 
Friend,  Lord  Melbourne,  who  wat  at  that 
time  Prime  Minister.    At  the  end  of  hit 
statement  with    respect  to    the    variont 
departments  of  the  arm?,  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  made  this  declaration  :•*• 

"  I  have  always  been  of  opinion,  that  the 
Commander-in-chief  ought  not  to  be  a  Mem» 
her  of  the  Cabinet ;  my  reason  for  thinking  so 
15,  that  he  ought  not  to  be  supposed  to  have 
any  (>olitical  inrtueDce  or  bias  upon  his  mod, 
particuUrly  upon  the  subject  of  the  promo! ions 
in  the  armv.** 

That  was  the  opinion  of  the  Duke  of 
Weliingt(»n,  as  expressed  in  1837,  and  it 
would  be  rememberptl,  that  in  1^*28,  when 
the  iiohle  1)ule  became  PH me  Minister, 
it  was  reptOM'iiteil  tu  him  by  the  whole  of 
h'ln  (i*Ileugiies.  that  he  ought  not  to  hold 
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growiw  inCnnities  tig^oified  «  with  (6 1»- 
tire.  r6r  iome  time  he  had  reuioed  hie 
hl|^h  office  rather  io  accordance  with  the 
woh  of  the  Govemment  than  hie  own  de- 
sire, but  at  last  he  had  been  compelled  to 
reslga.  It  then  became  the  duty  of  the 
Ministers  to  advise  her  Majesty  as  to  who 
should  fill  the  post.  Under  the  circum* 
slanoefe,  be  (Sir  Robert  Feel)  had  not  tbe 
slightest  hesitation  in  recommending  to 
her  Majeaty,  tbat  he  who  bad  eo  often  led 
the  armies  of  thk  country  to  victory, 
shonkl  now  be  placed  ^at  their  bead. 
Whatever  even  might  be  the  general  cus^ 
torn,  he  appealed  to  the  House  whether, 
in  this  particular  case,  the  whole  conne 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Duke  of  Wellingtont 
when  in  command  of  the  atmyi  rondeied 
it  in  tbe  least  probable  that  political  mo- 
tive would  influence  him  t  He  (Sir  Ro* 
beat  Peel)  bad  thought  that  the  Duke  of 
Wellinglon  wie  moat  eminently  qualifled 
for  the  office  of  Commander»in-chief ;  but 
such  also  was  bis  senee  oF  tbe  high  mm^ 
li^liona  of  tbat  noble  Duke  for  eivfl  an 
well  as  military  aervkses,  that  be  (Sir  Rw 
Peel)  shouki  have  thought  it  highly  dii« 
advantageous  to  tbe  country  if  tbt  Mi* 
tary  servicea  of  the  Duko  of  WeHflnMi 
had  been  aeoured  at  tbe  etpenae  of  Ue 
resignatkm  of  a  abare  in  civil  couneih.  It 
was  quite  true  that  fcfwmrlv  her  Majaaty'a 
Ministers  bad  entertained  tneoplnioo  tfini 
tbe  hoUing  of  thenSeft  of  First  Lord  of 
the  lYsuaury  and  of  OommanderUn^iaf 
by  the  aame  individital  woe  open  to  alN 
jection.  Hie  pai^l  duiiee  of  both  tboM 
offieea  were  mote  than  bnman  etrengUi 
could  sustain.  But  it  wis  eniiiely  a  difr 
ferent  oueatkNi  whether  At  oSoiaof  l*int 
Lord  Of  tbe  Treasury  and  GMnmander4»* 
chief  could  be  nnitid,aMi  wbethur  after 
Hke  the  Duke  of  Wellhflno,  not  hoUtaff 
office,  but  baviug  u  aeat  io  the  Cabhiel^ 
should  boM  tbucemasandof  tbearmyami 
yet  retain  bis  aeat  He  (Sir  R»  PM)  did 
not  know  whetbar  tbe  Duke  of  Wellin|nNi> 
retained  bis  genenu  opinion  with  ragaid 
to  tbe  union  of  tbe  nfficea  of  First  Lmd 
of  tbe  Transory  and  Commander^a-abiaft 
but  be  (Sir  Robeit  PeelV  okinrnd  for  bim* 
self  tbe  wbole  renpoaeibility  of  the  hue 
prooeedin|.  At  the  aame  tinm,  the  nnn« 
niiDOna  oprnkm  of  the  Cabinet  waa  con«. 
veyed  to  the  Duke  of  WellHigton  thai  k 
waa  desirable  for  the  public  aerviee  thtt 
he  should  accept  the  command  of  thn 
army,  and  at  the  aame  timirKtaJn  hiaaent 
in  the  Cabinet.  Tbe  whele  rHnunsibflity 
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that  high  office  in  conjunction  with  the 
office  of  Commander-in-chief.  The  noble 
Duke,  accordingly,  at  that  time  resigned 
tbe  office  of  Commander-in>4&ief.  Sow, 
however,  that  the  noble  Duke  had  again 
taken  the  office  of  Commander-in-chief* 
and  at  the  same  time  held  a  seat  in  the 
Cabinety  he  owned  he  should  like  to  have 
some  explanation  upon  the  subject.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  had  changed  his  opinion  upon 
the  point,  or  whether  the  Government 
were  now  of  opinion  tliat  the  very  great 
influence  and  authority  and  means  of  pro. 
motion  in  the  hands  of  the  Commander-in- 
chief  should  be  added  to  the  political  in- 
fluence of  the  Government. 

Sir  R,  Peel  apprehended  that  there 
was  no  constitutional  rule  against  the 
tenure  of  a  seat  in  the  cabinet  by  the 
Commander.in -chief.  There  were  in- 
stances in  which  the  Commander-in-chief 
had  formed  part  of  the  Cabinet,  and  of 
these,  the  case  of  Marshal  Conway,  to 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  referred*  was 
one.  It  was  true  that  in  recent  times 
there  had  not  been  a  Commander-in-chief 
in  the  Cabinet.  Sir  Davki  Dandas  and 
Lord  Hill  were  not  political  characters, 
and  it  was  not  remarkable  tbat  they,  con* 
sidering  their  occupatk>n,  should  not  have 
had  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet.  In  the  cave  of 
the  Duke  of  York,  it  was  not  probable 
that  a  prince  of  the  blood,  holding  thn 
relatk)n  that  he  dki  to  the  throne,  ahouM 
have  a  aeat  in  the  Cubinet.  As  far  as 
constitutional  analogy  wm  concerned^  he 
did  not  aee  any  reason  why  tbe  Com- 
mander-in-chief, in  the  aame  way  as  tbe 
Master-general  of  the  Ordnance,  should 
not  be  allowed  to  hold  a  aeat  in  the 
Cabinet.  Tbe  Duke  of  Wellington^ 
whilst  he  was  Master^general  of  the  Old* 
nance,  had  alwaya  held  a  aeat  in  tbe 
Cabinet.  He  prnnded  over  the  whole  of 
the  concerns  of  that  uepartment  of  the 
arrov,  and  no  one  thought  that  tbe  tennre 
of  that  office  was  a  reason  why  he  should 
not  hold  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet.  Take, 
again,  the  instance  of  tbe  Admiralty. 
The  authority  whkrh  preaided  over  the 
whole  of  the  naval  servkse,  and  superin- 
tended the  whole  of  the  promotions  in  the 
navy,  the  First  Lord  of  tbe  Admiralty,  was 
not  excluded  from  a  aeat  ia  tbe  Cabinet; 
nor  were  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty  dis- 
qualifled  from  sitting  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  Lord  Hill,  to  the  great  regret 
of  the  Government,  bad  on  account  of 
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for  that  advice  fell  upon  him  (Sir  R. 
Peel);  and  he  believed  that  the  Doke  of 
WelliDgton  had  taken  that  course  which 
was  in  unison  both  with  the  public  feelings 
and  the  public  inteiestt. 

On  the  Question,  that  the  Speaker  do 
leave  the  Chair,  Order  of  the  Day  read, 

POSTPOKEMKNT    OF    TUfi    SCPPLIES.] 

Mr.  S.  Crawford  must  entreat  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  the  propositions 
contained  in  the  resolution  of  which  he 
had  given  notice,  and  which  it  would  now 
become  his  duty  to  submit  to  the  House. 
At  such  a  period  as  the  present,  when 
most  severe  and  extensive  distress  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  country,  it  was,  he 
thought,  the  duty  of  the  House  to  endea- 
vour to  alleviate  that  distress  by  lightening 
the  burden  of  taxation.  This,  he  con- 
ceived, could  not  be  efiectually  done, 
unless  they  took  into  consideration  the 
whole  public  expenditure  of  the  country, 
and  the  means  by  which  it  was  to  be  de- 
frayed; and  in  his  opinion,  before  they 
assented  to  votes  of  the  public  money, 
they  ought  to  know  what  amount  of  revenue 
could  be  drawn  from  the  country  without 
unnecessarily  oppressing  the  people.  It 
had  been  laid,  that  the  necessary  expen- 
diture of  the  country  must  be  defrayed  ; 
but  he  thought  that  those  who  had  the 
control  of  the  revenue  of  the  country 
ought,  imitating  the  example  of  prudent 
individuals,  first  to  look  to  their  resources, 
and  then  to  regulate  their  expenditure 
according  to  their  means.  He  did  nut 
object  particularly  to  the  course  pursued 
by  the  present  Government,  but  he  ob- 
jected to  the  system  which  had  been  going 
on  for  a  number  of  years,  under  all  Cio- 
vemments,  of  voting  the  supplies  before 
they  were  acquainted  with  the  means  to 
which  it  mif^ht  be  necessary  to  have  re- 
course for  making  good  the  votes.  He 
objected  generally  to  the  extravagant 
nature  of  the  present  civil  and  military 
establishments ;  and  he  thought  this  ex- 
travagance had  arisen  from  no  regard 
being  had  to  the  resources  of  the  country 
at  the  time  when  those  establishments 
were  formed.  The  Government  might 
think  that  his  doctrine  was  tainted  with 
the  principles  of  Radical  reform,  which  he 
was  aware  were  not  very  popular  in  that 
House ;  but  he  would  not  hesitate  to 
assert  those  principles,  for  he  thought  that 
no  man  ought  to  maintain  opinions  out  of 
doors  which  he  had  not  courage  to  support 


in  that  House.  He  found  that  100,846  men 
were  required  for  the  army  of  this  kiag- 
dom,  38,000  men  being  retained  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  Now,  he  woald  pat 
it  to  the  Government  whether  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  keep  up  such  a  standing  army  } 
Were  38,000  men  required  to  keep  in 
order  the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom  ? 
He  found  that  in  Great  Britain  there  wit 
a  force  of  25,127  men  ;  and,  if  the  Govern- 
ment conceived  that  such  an  armv  wit 
requisite  in  this  country,  he  would  lak 
what  rendered  it  necessary  ?  If  they  were 
compelled  thus  to  coerce  the  peopte  of 
Great  Britain  there  most  be  something 
wrong  in  their  institutions  or  in  their  legit- 
lation.  He  thought  a  great  reductioD 
might  be  effected  in  the  number  of  troops 
at  present  maintained  in  Great  Britaio^ 
and,  if  no  reduction  were  made,  he  oooii* 
dered  it  a  strong  proof  that  the  country 
was  in  a  very  discontented  state.  Nearly 
13,000  troops,  he  found,  were  stationed 
in  Ireland.  He  would  ask  if  thb  waa 
necessary,  when  they  had  m  that  cooatiy 
a  constabulary  force  of  9,000  men,  who 
were  quite  as  efficient  ai  a  regular  armyf 
He  begged  also  to  call  the  atteatiDn  of 
the  House  to  the  extravagant  ezpenditare 
incurred  for  the  staff,  which  amoanted  to 
165,300L  He  wished  to  know  what  oe- 
cessity  existed  for  keeping  up  tach  an 
expensive  staff,  which  in  his  opinion  waa 
almost  useless  ?  The  expense  of  the  atalT 
at  head-quarters,  in  London,  was  16,8001. 
The  pay  of  the  Duke  of  Welliogtoo  at 
Field  Marshal  was  16^  8f.  9d.  per  day,  or 
6,000/.  a  year ;  and  he  must  say  it  teemed 
to  him  wholly  unnecessary  that  any  oflioer 
should  receive  such  pay.  There  wer« 
in  the  United  Kingdom  fourteen  different 
stations  of  the  staff,  the  number  of  which 
might,  he  thought  be  greatly  redoced. 
The  expenses  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chiefs  office  were  17,000/.  a  year;  those 
of  the  Adjutant -general's,  12,0001.; 
and  of  the  Quarter  -  master  -  Generara, 
6fi00L  He  considered  this  an  enonnoot 
eipenditure  of  the  public  money;  and  he 
thought  the  business  might  be  effiectively 
conducted  at  a  much  less  cost.  He  found 
in  the  army  estimates  an  item  of  117,787/. 
for  volunteer  corps.  He  would  put  it  to 
the  House  what  services  were  rendered  by 
these  volunteer  corps  which  entitled  them 
to  such  an  amount  ?  Was  there  any  re- 
cord of  their  ever  receiving  the  thanks  of 
the  House  for  their  services,  which  mnsC 
have  been  the  case  if  those  aenricea  had 
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been  important  and  valuable?    He  foond 
in  the  non-effecti?e  service  198  generals, 
who  cost  the  country  89,000/.;  the  amoant 
paid   to  officers  retired  on  full  pay  was 
64,000/.,  and  the  pensions  allowed  to  sol- 
diers amounted  to  1,243,176/.    The  al- 
lowance to  retired  servants  of  the  military 
department  was  41,000/.     In  the  Ord- 
nance Department  there  were  numerous 
heavy    expenses,    in    which  he   thought 
great  reductions  might  be  eflTected.  The  ef- 
fective force  of  the  naval  service  for  the  last 
year  cost  4,632,000/.;  the  non-effective 
1«390,000/.;  there  being  184  admirals  on 
the  non-effective  list.    Then,  in  the  civil 
department,  he  found  that  the  salaries  and 
other  expenses  of  the  Home-office  cost  the 
country  25,000/. ,    the  expenses  of  the 
Exchequer  were  18,000/.,  and  of  the  Privy 
Council  and   Board  of  Trade  32,000/., 
according  to  the  estimates  for  the  last  year. 
The  allowances  to  retired  and  superan- 
nuated  officers  in   the   civil  department 
amounted  to  84,000/.    To  one  item  which 
appeared  in  the  estimates,  that  of  39,000/. 
for  secret  service- money,  he  strongly  ob- 
jected.    He  thought,  after  the  statements 
he  had  made  last  year,  that  some  means 
should  be  taken  to  alter  the  existing  sys- 
tem, and  to  reduce  the  extravagant  ex- 
penses of  our  establishments.  He  objected 
to  the  expense  of  the  Lord-lieutenancy  of 
Ireland,    which    amounted    to    between 
50,000/.  and  60,000/.    What  benefit  was 
obtained  by  this  expenditure?     Was  the 
office  of  any  real  use  ?     For  his  own  part, 
he  considered  that  the  maintenance  of  the 
office  was  of  no  advantage  to  the  country. 
He  thought,  if  the  expenses  of  this  coun- 
try were  thoroughly  investigated,  and  if  its 
resources  were  properly  considered,  such 
unnecessary   expenditure  would  not    be 
incurred ;  and  he  would  repeat,  that  be- 
fore the   House  was  called  upon  to  vote 
supplies,  they  ought  to  have  the  means  of 
ascertaining  in  what  way  the  revenue  of 
the  country  was  to  be  obtained.     It  was 
peculiarly  necessary  at  the  present  time, 
when  the  country  was  in  such  a  state  of 
extreme   distress*,  that  they  should   not 
recklessly  vote  away  the  public  money. 
With  regard  to  superannuated  allowances, 
he  thought  that  public  officers  ought  to 
receive  a  sufficient  compensation  for  their 
services,  and  that  when  those  services  were 
no  longer  required,  they  should  have 
further  claim  upon  the  country.    He  i 
well  aware  that  reductions  could  not       u 
once  effected  in  these  estabUshmeotSi 


he  considered  that  more  economical  plans 
ought  in  future  to  be  adopted.  He'asked 
the  House  to  consider  the  sufferings  of  the 
people ;  they  were  bound  to  do  so ;  and 
to  think  of  methods  of  relieving,  instead  of 
aggravating,  the  burdens  under  which  the 
country  eroaned.  He  wanted  to  know 
whether  we  Government  had  any  inten* 
tion  of  relieving  the  people  from  the  bur- 
den of  the  Income-tax,  or*  if  not,  whether 
they  had  any  of  relieving  the  great  body 
of  the  community  from  the  pressure  of  in- 
direct taxation  f  The  hon.  Gentlemaii 
concluded  by  moving,  at  an  amendment^— 

^That  at  the  present  period  of  extended 
distress,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  con- 
sider the  means  of  lightening  the  |>ressure  of 
taxation  on  the  people,  by  reducmg  to  the 
greatest  practicable  extent  the  expenses 'of  the 
military,  as  well  as  of  the  civil  ettablishmenti 
of  the  country;  that  therefore  it  is  expedientp 
that  the  voting  of  any  supplies  should  oe  poit» 
poned  till  the  estimates  of  the  whole  expendi- 
ture and  the  means  to  meet  that  expeoditnit 
be  first  furnished  to  Uie  House." 

Mr.  W.  Williams  remarked  on  tho 
little  attention  paid  by  tlie  House  to 
the  duty  of  voting  the  public  money. 
6,000,000/.  was  about  to  be  voted,  and 
there  were  not  sixty  Members  preseDt. 
He  must  beg  the  attention  of  the  Secretary 
at  War  to  two  or  three  particulars.  The 
number  of  men  proposed  to  be  voted  in 
the  estimates  was  129,481.  In  addition 
there  were  the  Sappers  and  Miners,  the 
Artillery,  the  Horse  Artillery,  the  Ma- 
rines on  shore,  and  the  Yeomanry  CSa- 
valry,  making  together  a  ibrce  active 
and  effective  ror  publk:  service  of  160,989 
men.  In  addition  still  there  were  20,000 
policemen,  9,000  of  whom  were  employed 
in  Ireland,  being  equipped  in  all  respects 
regularly  like  aoldiefa.  He  had  lately 
travelled  in  Ireland,  and  when  he  saw  that 
force  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  he 
could  not  believe  that  a  more  effective 
force  was  to  be  found  in  any  couDliy. 
They  ware  in  all  respects  equal  to  soldien, 
and  from  the  corporal  up  to  the  Coa- 
mander-in-Chief  they  had  officers  anawer- 
ine  to  every  military  grade,  only  under 
different  names.  *'[ao,»o.'^  Most  oft 
superior  officers  in  the  force  had  b< 
be  was  informed,  soldiers  in  the 
They  cost  more  t  n  10,000 
troops.  Then  there  i  be 
police  force  of  4»390  an  : 

die  pay.    The  two  er  \      « 

13     0      n,  all     ia  1      of  toe 
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meo,  which  made  altogether  a  military  force 
to  all  iotenta  and  purposea,  of  174,000 
men.  Then  there  was  the  police  force 
of  the  coontiea  and  towns^  and  the  militia, 
which,  however,  he  set  down  as  an  ineffec* 
tife  force,  for  they  could  be  of  uo  o«c, 
coniistiog,  as  they  did,  chiefly  of  men  who 
had  been  ser?iog  in  the  militia  for  thirty 
years.  Then  there  was  the  half-pay,  ou 
which  there  were  4,600  officers,  and  on 
the  half-pay  of  the  regular  army,  in  all, 
62,535  persons;  on  that  of  the  Ordnance, 
8,500;  and,  in  all,  there  were  on  the  half 
pay  84,530  men.  Many  of  these  might 
be  considered  part  of  the  effective  force ; 
they  were  liable  to  be  called  into  actual 
service,  and  during  the  late  disturbances 
they  were  called  out  in  some  places, 
and  found  to  be  an  effective  force. 
Altogether,  then,  there  were  258,900  men 
paid,  and  constituting  with  little  trouble 
an  effective  force  of  that  amount.  Of  the 
marines  on  half-pay  there  was  no  return, 
but  he  took  them  at  6,100,  calculating  in 
the  same  proportion  for  that  force  as  for 
the  army.  Then  the  county  and  city 
police  force  amounted  to  7,000,  making 
272,000  men  paid  by  this  country.  Where 
could  they  find  a  country  in  Europe, 
eicepting  France  perhaps,  that  had  so 
large  an  effective  force?  Russia  could 
show  a  greater  force  on  paper,  but  he 
questioned  whether  she  had  such  an 
eff*ective  force  as  this.  It  was  monstrous, 
that  the  maintenance  of  such  a  force 
should  be  thrown  on  the  people  in  their 
present  distress.  The  Government  could 
have  no  feeling  for  the  condition  in  which 
the  people  were  placed.  Members  of  the 
Government  had  expressed  sorrow  and 
regret  at  the  distressed  state  of  the  work- 
ing classes,  but  he  s)iou1d  like  to  see  a 
practical  proof  of  their  sorrow  by  their 
relieving  the  people  from  the  maintenance 
of  these  establishments.  He  said,  that  it 
was  monstrous  when  they  came  to  com- 
pare  the  expenditure  with  that  of  former 
Governments.  In  1822,  the  force  main- 
tained was  71,000  men  ;  in  1823,  it  was 
02,117  ;  in  1824,  it  was  00,677.  and  the 
average  of  those  three  years  was,  speaking 
in  round  numbers,  93,000  men  for  the 
whole  force  of  the  army  at  home,  in  the 
rolonics,  and  in  India;  while  in  the  pre- 
sent year  it  was  proposed  to  make  the 
number  129,481  men,  though  it  was  true 
there  was  a  memorandum  on  the  estimates 
which  stated  that  it  was  intended  to  reduce 
the  number  to  123,741  men,  which  was 


nearly  30,000  meo  more  thao  the  avciift 
of  the  years  182*2,  1823,  and  18t4.  Ha 
should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  Secretary 
at  War  what  were  the  circumatancea  which, 
in  the  midst  of  profound  peace,  wbta  omt 
Indian  poasessioDs  had,  perhaps,  not  hwa 
so  tranquil  for  a  great  many  years,  and  omt 
relations  with  all  countries  were  pcaceahit 
and  promising,  and  much  more  ao  ikea 
for  several  years  past,  he  ahoold  be  glad 
to  hear,  he  said,  what  circumatancea  feo- 
dered  this  monstrous  force  necessary  ?  He 
knew,  that  in  1825  the  whole  number  of 
men  voted  for  the  army  (including  India) 
was  100,991,  making  18,535  meo  leaa 
than  the  vote  for  the  preaeot  year.  The* 
the  difference  in  the  cost  of  the  amy  im 
1835  and  the  present  year,  waa  809,0001., 
and  he  really  thought,  looking  to  the 
condition  of  the  country,  when  the  pffo6ta 
of  manufacturers  were  almost  entirely 
ceasing,  when  masses  of  workmen  weiw 
unemployed,  large  numbera  of  thoae  ip 
work  only  half  paid,  and  complaints  weiw 
making  by  every  clau ;  except  thoae  who 
lived  on  the  taxes,  amongat  whom  Im 
included  the  landowners,  that  this  anounl 
of  force  ought  to  be  greatly  redoced. 
From  1818  to  the  present  time,  the  army 
was  now  larger  than  in  any  former  year. 
Now,  he  came  to  the  half-pay,  the  grant 
pension  list  of  the  army.  In  1818,  jnal 
immediately  after  the  accounts  of  the  war 
were  settlcxl,  the  half-pay  and  peosiona 
amounted  to  2,682,000/. ;  this  year  that 
item  was  2,228,000/.,  making  a  reduction, 
after  twenty-five  years  of  peace,  of  only 
454,000/.  It  was  perfectly  monstrous  to 
maintain  such  a  number  of  individuals  in 
a  state  of  idleness ;  he  would  venture  to 
say,  that  the  majority  of  them  were  much 
belter  able  to  work  than  many  of  those 
who  were  obliged  from  the  produce  of 
their  woik  to  pay  them  their  pensions. 
He  should  feel  it  his  dutv,  after  ihe 
Speaker  left  the  chair,  to  propose  n 
reduction  in  the  vote,  and  he  ho|ied  the 
hon.  Secretary  at  War  would  then  be 
able  to  tell  him  whv  it  was  that  the 
estimate  uas  set  at  so  many  more  men 
thun  the  average  of  1822,  1823,  and 
1H24,  and  why  it  was  13,800  more  than 
in  1831? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hoped 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  would  not  think  him 
guilty  of  disrespect  if  he  did  not  enter  into 
the  different  matters  of  which  they  had 
treated.  In  committee,  his  right  hon. 
Friend,  the  Secielary  at  War  would  be 


1357  PM^mmitU  of  {Pii 

prtpmred  to  give  everjr  iafofsntiori  (Viey 
could  require.  Od  each  tepwate  vote, 
neiy  gentleman  would  ht*e  >n  oppor- 
tunity of  ilaling  kJi  «iewi,  and  obtaining 
an;  infomation  be  mieht  aak.  The  lion. 
Genilemaa  who  spoke  kit,  laboiired  undei 
BB  error  aa  to  the  amount  of  farce  which 
could  be  itrictly  called  military  in  (his 
country.  All  he  ahouM  lay  at  present 
w^a,  that  her  Majeaty'i  Gotemment  had 
done  all  i»  their  poiwr  to  keep  down  ihe 
ealimaiea  within  the  loweai  ponihle  di- 
me ntioni. 

Mr.  Hume  aaid,  that  no  man  in  the 
House  would  deny  that  it  «ru  their  duty 
to  effect  the  greateii  powiMe  reductions 
in  ihe  estimates  conststently  with  the  ^>Lib- 
lic  service  ;  and  the  question  now  was, 
whether,  ptevioa*  to  voting  the  tupplisK, 
the  House  should  have  informatEon  from 
the  Ministers  whether  any  new  taxea  were 
to  be  imposed,  or  whether  any  M  ones 
were  to  be  removed  ?  Let  it  b«  remem* 
bered,  that  ir  the  number  of  the  army  and 
navy  had  not  been  i oc re aied,  the  necessity 
for  the  Income-tax  would  not  have  aiiser 
The  question  was,  did  the  House  wish  th 
locome-tax  to  be  removed  or  not  ?  If  sc 
they  must  strike  ofT  part  of  the  expend! 
ture.  Duringthe  five  yearsof  LordGrey's 
administration,  something  had  every  year 
been  taken  oS  from  the  taxation.  During 
the  last  five  years,  we  bad  been  getting 
into  debt  spending  annually  more  than 
our  income,  and  it  was  doiv  bijh  ticne  tu 
commence  the  work  of  reduction.  He 
should  regret  if  Ihe  House  rejected  n  mo- 
tion calculated  to  give  so  much  talisfac- 
tion  to  the  country,  anJ  for  aihich  h( 
should  certainly  vole. 

General  Johnson  considered  the  iriotion 
an  exceedingly  teasonahle  on*.  Seeing 
that  the  wars  io  China  and  India  had  been 
brought  to  a  satisfaciory  coocluaioo,  and 
the  troubles  in  Canada  aettlod,  it  was  but 
reasonable  to  expect  that  a  couiderabte 
reduction  shotild  take  place  in  the  army 
list.  It  »•■  deairahle  Won  moving  itic 
estimates,  to  aea  what  tbe  upenditure  of 
ihe  country  was.  The  Hoose  had  been 
eti^ged  five  nights  in  disctiMJug  l^e  dis* 
tress  of  tbe  country,  which  WM  adaiilted 
ou  all  hands,  and  nobody  h«d  advuted  to 
what  was  the  real  cauae  •f  that  diaticss— 
namely,  taxattou.  It  was  no  UM  to  shift 
the  burden  from  agricniluta  ta  nsanufac- 
tures,  and  from  mawifacturee  again  to 
agricultural  prodoce ;  br  witlw«t  &  large 
reducliott  of  tualioa  w  Mrawawt  relief 
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could  be  afforded.  If  the  motion  wwt  !• 
a  division,  he  should  certainly  vola  lor  it. 

Capiaia  PtUt^  considered  that  ^ 
wars  in  which  the  country  had  beea 
lately  engaged,  mutt  MCMMrilj  ban  en- 
tailed a  very  considerable  eipente,  and 
we  tould  not  attempt  an  isBediala  ra- 
duction  iacHir  eitaUiibBaiita  to  uy  tir 
tent.  The  diureit  wUeh  eaWted  in  the 
cou[itry  wu  nalaly  owing  to  the  utent 
of  our  popuboiao,  wtneb  from  1801  to 
1841  bad  Mcicaiad  at  tbe  rMs  of  76  pat 
cent,  and  at  tbe  aanM  ratio  wwld  be 
doubled  in  tbe  aext  nioe  yeeia.  Tbe  in- 
crease of  maehiDery  abo  had  in  a  *erf 
great  meaaar*  conlribBted  to  ioefeaae  the 
distress  bj  Mpeneding  bnoien  labour. 

Tho  Heeee  divided  on  the  preiiiin 
that  the  wimb  propoeed  to  be  \ttt  vtk 
Bland  part  «f  tbe  qoeation.  Ajaa  OS; 
Noes  15:— Majority  47. 

LUi^tia  Atu. 

A'Courl.CuM.  iamrD,  Eail 

Arkwrighl,  G.  -      . .     .. 

Bmrd,  W. 

Baling,  hoa.  W.  B. 

BatesoD,  K. 

BDtdeio,U.G. 

BotBekl,  B. 

BuDhury,  T. 

Chelwode,  Sir  J. 

Clerk,  Sir  a 

Cli'e,  hoD.  ILB. 

Dou^ad,  Sir  a  E. 

Egerlon,  W.  T. 

FiUtoy,  CapU 

Flower,  Sir  Jt 

Forbes,  W, 

Fox,  S.  L, 

Caskell,  J.  MibMS 

Gbd3ione,ftJin.W.E.    £a>Aorp,OgL 

Gordon,  h<ni.  CapL        gemeraet.  Laid  O, 

Goulburn,  rt.  h».  H.      Stewart,  J. 

Graliun,rt.haii.8itJ.    SnUee,  hon.  B.  IL 

Greeae.T.  Ti— ani,  Jas.1. 

GrimsditcbiT.  Thenpaoe,  Hi.  Aid. 

liale,  B.  B.  Tieneh,  Sir  F.  W. 

IlBmUtoD,  W^  J.      .     TroUer,  J. 

llardinge,  rt.hn4ir  H.    Waddiogten,  H.  S. 

Hardy,  J.  Woad,  M. 
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Hcrbeii,  hoe.  S.  ' 
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Turner^  £. 


Williams,  W. 

TELLERS. 

Hume,  J. 
Crawford,  W.  S. 

House  in  committee. 


Army  Estimates.]  Sir  H.  Hardinge 
rose  to  move  the  Army  estimates.  The 
estimate  proposed  for  the  present  year 
ending  on  the  3l8t  of  March,  1844,  was 
6^225,103^,  which  showed  a  decrease 
as  compared  with  the  former  year  of 
139,323/.  The  number  of  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  rank  and  file 
proposed  to  be  maintained,  exclusive  of 
the  troops  employed  in  the  East  Indies, 
was  100,846/.  It  was,  however,  intended 
to  effect  a  reduction  in  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  above  numbers  by  suspending  the  re- 
cruiting in  fifty.nine  regiments  at  home 
and  abroad,  until  their  numbers  were  re- 
duced to  740  rank  and  file  each.  The  total 
xeduction  intended  to  be  effected  as  com- 
pared with  the  numbers  provided  by  the 
supplementary  estimate  of  July,  1842,  was 
5,740  rank  and  file.  To  aid  in  effecting 
the  reduction,  three  regiments,  intended 
last  year  to  have  been  raised  from  800 
to  1,200  rank  and  file  each,  would  not  be 
augmented.  It  was  also  intended  to  bear 
on  the  present  estimates  four  regiments 
returning  from  India  and  China  at  740,  in- 
stead of  1,000  rank  and  file  each,  by  al- 
lowing them  to  fall  through  casualties  to 
740  rank  and  file  each.  He  believed  the 
hon.  Member  for  Montrose  approved  of 
the  mode  in  which  it  was  intended  to  effect 
this  reduction,  not  by  making  any  reduc- 
tion of  regiments,  but  by  not  filling  up  the 
casualties  as  they  occurred.  It  was  ne- 
cessary in  the  estimates  to  put  the  number 
of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
men  at  100,8I>6,  because  that  was  the 
number  of  the  establishments  of  the  regi- 
ments as  they  at  present  existed,  and  it 
was  necessary  to  insert  that  number  in  the 
Mutiny  Act,  but  the  reduction  would  be 
effected  during  the  year.  A  saving  of 
133,0(X)/.  would  be  the  result  of  the  dimi- 
nution of  5,740  men.  Her  Migesty*s  Go- 
vernment had  made  this  reduction  in  con- 
sequence of  the  satisfactory  term  i  nation  of 
the  late  events  in  Affghanistan  and  China, 
and,  he  might  add,  the  improved  state  of 
affairs  in  British  North  America,  as  well  in 
consequence  of  the  settlement  of  the  boun- 
dary question  as  of  the  internal  (juiet  of 
Canada.  In  ('hina  there  had  been  five 
Queen's  regiments.  Two  would  be  with- 
drawn  during  the  present  year,  aud  three 


would  remain  in  the  iidand  of  Hong  Koog. 
From  India  two  regiments  would  return 
to  Europe  during  the  present  year.  Froai 
Canada,  three  regiments  would  be  with- 
drawn as  soon  as  the  season  permitted, 
and  would  not  be  replaced.  Since  he  had 
last  laid  the  estimates  before  the  Houae, 
two  battalions  of  the  guards,  one  r^ment 
of  cavalry,  and  another  regiment  of  in- 
fantry had  been  withdrawn ;  making  a 
reduction  of  5,000  troops  in  Canada,  ex- 
elusive  of  the  reduction  of  2,300  paid  n^ 
lunteers  in  Canada,  the  present  expense 
of  which  was  105,000/.  When  hon. 
Members  asked  why  there  had  not  been 
on  the  whole  force  a  greater  redue- 
tion,  he  must  remind  them  that  the  force 
at  home  did  not  so  much  depend  upon  the 
necessities  of  the  home  service,  as  on  tiie 
reouired  relief  of  our  troops  abroad.  He 
did  not  shut  his  eyes  to  the  state  of  thk 
country,  and  to  the  amount  of  distreat  in 
Manchester  and  elsewhere ;  he  recollected 
that  under  like  circumstances*  three  yean 
ago,  the  noble  Lord  opposite  had  come  Ibr* 
ward  and  asked  for  5,300  additional  men, 
expressly  on  account  of  the  disturbed  stale 
of  England ;  at  the  same  time  he  had 
always  argued  that  the  amount  of  the 
force  at  home  roust  depend  upon  the 
necessity  of  the  numbers  employed 
abroad.  About  two-thirds  of  the  rora 
were  employed  abroad,  and  it  required  at 
least  one- third  to  be  at  home  to  supply  the 
necessary  reliefs  for  those  abroao.  And 
here  he  would  shortly  allude  to  the  state 
of  our  troops  on  foreign  stations.  If  they 
took  the  state  of  India  and  China  during 
the  last  four  years,  they  would  find  that 
nine  additional  European  regiments  bad 
been  employed  in  those  quarters  beyond 
the  ordinary  peace  establishments*  In 
Canada,  during  the  last  five  years,  there 
had  been  ten  additional  battalions;  that 
was  to  say,  there  were  nine  battalions  in 
Canada  in  1837,  and  there  were  nineteen 
battalions  in  1843.  So  that  in  these  two 
quarters  alone  there  had  been  employed 
nineteen  battalions  beyond  the  ordinary 
peace  establishments  of  the  country.  He 
would  ask  whether  it  were  possible  to  ad- 
here to  the  number  of  103  battalions 
which  was  the  peace  establishment  to 
|)erform  all  the  duties  of  war,  without  dis* 
turbing  the  relief  of  other  battalions  in 
other  colonies?  It  was  the  pressure  of 
these  nineteen  battalions  employed  in  these 
two  quarters  alone  that  had  disturbed  all 
the  reliefs.  The  House  would  see,  too, 
from  these  circumstances,  that  it  was  quite 
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impossible  to  make  a  reduction  id  the  num- 
ber of  troops  and  with  the  same  rapidity  as 
they  received  the  news  of  their  successes.  Two 
regiments  were  coming  home  from  China  ; 
but  it  was  impossible  to  make  the  reduc- 
tion till  the  troops  should  arrive  in  this 
country.     So  with  respect  to  Canada,  the 
troops  could   not  be  withdrawn  till  the 
season     permitted.      Under    all    circum« 
stances,  therefore,  he  contended  that  the 
present  reduction   of  5,740   men   was  as 
large  as  could  reasonably  be  expected.     It 
was  very  important  for  the  well-being  of 
the  troops,  and  for  the  discipline  of  the 
army^  that  they  should  be  periodically  re- 
lieved, and  that  they  should  not  remain 
abroad  for  a  very  long  period.     He  would 
instance  three   regiments    coming  home 
from  India :   one  had  been  there  twenty 
years  and  a  half,  another  had  been  twenty 
years,  and  a  third  had  been  twenty-one 
years  and  a  few  months  in  India.     Was 
that  a  fair  and  reasonable  proportion  of 
time  for  service  abroad  ?  When  he  informed 
the  House  that  Lord  Liverpool's  Govern- 
ment had  laid  down  the  principle  thattroops 
should  serve  ten  years  abroad  and  five 
years  at  home,  that   the  same  principle 
had  been  adopted  by  the  Government  of 
the  Duke  of  Wellington^  that  it  had  been 
maintained  by  the  Governments  of  Lords 
Grey  and  Melbourne,  and  had  been  as- 
sented to  by  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
present  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  he 
would  ask    whether   such    long   service 
abroad    as    that   which    he    had    stated 
was    proper?    It  was  necessary  for  the 
maintenance    of    the    discipline   of    the 
troops^  and  for  their   health,   that  their 
hopes  of  relief  should  not  be  disappointed. 
The  arrival  of  the  battalions  on  these  shores 
would  give  future  relief  to  the  army  at 
large,  of  which  at  present  they  were  greatly 
in  need.  Of  the  twenty-three  regiments  in 
England,  except   one   which   was  under 
orders  to  go  abroad,  there  were  none  which 
had  been  more  than  three  years  at  home. 
It  must  take  some  time  to  recruit  the 
energy  of  British  soldiers  3    and  if  they 
looked  at  those  regiments  which  were  three 
yours  at  home,  and  from  fifteen,  eighteen, 
or  twenty  years  if  abroad,  they  must  see 
that  previously  the  required  relief  not  being 
forthcoming,  those  energies  could  not  be 
repaired.  Without  entering  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  distresses  of  the  people,  or  of  the 
large  establishments  obliged  to  be  kept  up 
to  coerce  the  people  alluded  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Coventry,  it  was  necessary  for 
the  well-being  of  the  army^  and  for  the 


health  of  tlie  men,  that  there  should  be  an 
interval    of  repose  from  colonial  service ; 
and  these  considerations  which  bad  been 
concurred  in    by  all    Governments,   had 
rendered    it    necessary   to  regulate   the 
number  at  home  by  the  larger  number  em- 
ployed abroad.     With  regard  to  the  West 
Indies,  they  had  been  enabled  to  effect  the 
reliefs  regularly,  every  battalion  bad  been 
relieved  in  three  years.     This  regulation 
had  been  pressed  by  the  noble  Lord  oppo- 
site the  late  Secretary-at-War ;  it  did  the 
noble  Lord  great  credit,  and  it  had  had  the 
effect  of  conferring  great  benefits  on  the 
service.    His  noble  Friend  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Lord  Stanley), 
whose  absence,  and  particularly  the  cause, 
of  it,  he  much  regretted  had  been  able  also 
to  withdraw  one  battalion  from  the  West- 
Indies,  which    would    not   be    replaced. 
During  the   last    year  there  were    two 
companies  added  to  the  Srd  West  India 
regiment  which  enabled  the  Government 
to  withdraw  one  European  battalion  from 
the  West  Indies,    with  regard  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  another  battalion  was  on  its 
way  to  the  Cape,  and  a  cavalry  regiment 
would  be  sent;  these  were  required  m  con« 
sequence  of  the  state  of  thingsat  Port  Natal, 
to  which   it  was  not  necessary  further  to 
refer.    In  Australia  there  would  be  1,000 
more  troops  than  last  year.     There  were  in 
that  colony  17,000  or  18,000  convicts,  men 
of  desperate  characters  and  of  vicious  pro* 
pensities,  and  the  lives  and  properties  of  the 
settlers  were  not  safe  unless  they  were 
protected  by  an  additional  force.     The 
force  had  been  necessarily  increased  from 
time  to  time.     In  1820  the  whole  force, 
was  only  550  men;  in  1822  there  vrere 
600  or  700 ;  and  the  number  had  gone  on 
increasing  till  there  were  5,000  men  in 
Australia.     But  at  the  same  time  that 
there  had  been  this  progressive  increase  in 
this  colony,  the  numbers  of  the  regiment 
of  the  infaotry  of  the  line  bad  been  in 
a  great  degree  stationary.    He  admitted 
that,  since  1835,  there  had  been  an  in- 
crease of  13,000  men.     He  had»  however, 
shown  how  they  were  disposed  of.    The 
vote  he  proposed  for  the  charge  of  the 
land  service  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
in  the  colonies  was   3,619,327/.,  being 
133^592  less  than  last   year.    The  vote 
he  proposed  for  the  staff  at  home  and 
abroad  (ezclusiye  of  India)  was  165,301/., 
being  a  decrease  on  the  year  of  1,721/. 
There  had  been  a  decrease  in  this  vote  fot 
the  staff  abiioad  of  5,330/.    He  admitted, 
howeYer^  that  there  had  been  an  increue 


1365 


Armji 


{Fii.  VI} 


Ei^m^t. 


\m 


rote  reached  116,000^.  some  ytan  ^o,  and 
wu  BOW  only  140,7601.,  lie  truiled  tUt  it 
had  reAcbed  its  maximun,  wid  tbat  boo. 
Gentleniea  would  not  now  grudge  the  Tot« 
wfaea  they  recollected  ihati  by  thia  pi9- 
vision,  ibey  aided  the  bmilieatn  many  poor 
but  distinguished  ufficera,  such  as  Colonel 
Deauie,  foi  whom  he  had  to  apply  to  the 
Treasury,  and  ber  Miyesty  abawiog  the 
utmost  anniety  to  provide  Icir  bis  mo- 
tber's  aod  daughter's  support.  The  ptOh- 
poeed  vote  for  companionate  allommoea 
this  year  was  118,000f.,  being  a  de- 
creaae  of  2,5001.  upon  the  whole  of  the 
non -effective  seirioe.  He  could  show 
that  there  had  been  a  dimlnDtion  in 
the  dead  weight  of  1,000,0001.  With  re- 
gard to  another  important  item,  for  the  in- 
peDsioners  of  Chelsea  and  Kilmainham 
hospitals,  and  the  out -pensioners  of  Chelsea 
HospiUl,the  proposed  vote  was  1,239,4981. 
for  73,500  penuooen,  being  a  decrease  on 
the  year  of  ll.SlSJ.^  He  had  Mid  before 
that  there  had  been  a  diminution  of 
90,000  peniioners  during  the  last  thirteen 
years,  and  he  believed  that  the  diminution 
was  going  on  at  tbe  rate  of  1,200  or 
1,300  men  a-year.  In  tbe  course  of  tbe 
year  he  had  appointed  a  certain  number 
of  staff-officers  to  be  attached  to  tbe  laige 
(owns  In  Scotland,  to  superintend  tbe  pen- 
sioners there.  He  hoped  to  be  able  to 
adopt  the  same  plan  in  other  )aig«  towns  j 
fur  although  do  derision  had  yet  been  oome 
to,  tbe  question  was  under  the  conridei^- 
tioD  of  tbe  Treasury  whether  the  same 
plan  should  not  be  eateuded  to  Great 
Britain.  In  his  opinion  the  system  had 
proved  completely  suoceasAil  in  Soottand. 
At  the  time  of  the  appointment  there 
were  300  pensioners  receiving  parochial 
relief,  and  now  there  were  not  more  than 
19  or  20.  This  supeiinteMlence  bad  im- 
proved tbe  condition  of  the  pensioaera,  by 
the  substitution  of  weekly  for  qnartaHy 
payments.  He  had  alio  est^idwd  tta 
same  priariple  in  «x  oftbepnncipal  tovna 
of  England  audi  as  Manchester,  Leeds, 
Birmingbam,  Sheffield.  Bristol,  and  HaU- 
fax.  He  believed  it  wouU  aaawsr  re^ 
well,  and  that  the  good  e&ct  would  Allly 
compensate  for  the  exlm  expeoae  ia  the 
estimates.  The  laat  vote  was  fcf  SMpvnu- 
nuatioD  allowanoes  of  41,00011,  hnng  the  ' 
same  rote  as  last  Tear.  The  total  deoMn 
of  .the  non  effective  servioes  was  44,487/. 
The  sum  required  for  tbe  nine  last  votw 
was  2,319,6341.  The  sum  required  Aw  tb« 
effective  aervices,  as  be  had  stated,  wa* 
4,005,4691.,  maluDg  tot«l  chwge  fial843t4 


of  6,225,1091.,  Mdshowifli  »  i 

of  13(),3S31. 9n  tbe  cha^of  tbe  yawW 
vciies  compared  with  the  charge  m  tfia 
year  184^3.  He  would  not  debun  (M 
Huusa  by  any  furtfaer  iBmarln^  but  w«^ 
conclude  by  noring,.-^ 

"  TbBltbanamlMrofland  (bices  not e»sa^ 
ing  100,846  msn,  exclusive  of  the  «S«S  tm^ 
ployed  in  tbe  tenitorM  posssssions  of  fte  BM 
India  Company,  cotaauaMOwd  and  nBa>rii|Pi 
mijsioMd  oftoBiL  ba  UWQtawied  f»  Wwk- 
vice  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Qnal  |Htua 
and  Ireland,  from  the  fsl  day  of  April,  ]S4I^ 
lo  the  31st  ds;  of  March,  1844," 

Mr.  Uttmt  was  of  opinion  tluit  ttw 
counttf  wall  entitled  to  ra^notioq  ttqand 
that  which  bad  been  Ruqouncad  bj  lh« 
right  bon.  Baionet  the  Secntfiy  at  Wir. 
He  tliOMght,  that  the  colonies,  m^  llw 
Canadian  ctdooiea  especially,  were  eitli* 
tied  to  complain  that  th^  ware  ifiW 
jectcd  to  ttte  burthen  of  too  targe  % 
body  of  Uoopa.  Canada  wae  np«  ia  « 
stale  of  poffect  quiet  She  wafticd  w 
troops  at  eU;  the  colonifitB  wen  q^ilf 
capable  of  defaoding  their  own  terri^ofy  i 
or,  at  all  efento,  a  bod;  of  1.600  mp 
would  bv  amply  anScient  for  her  ijiif 
kaee\  For  ber  iaWmal  gorecwwitt  tl|f 
preseoee  of  tioopa  tm  Vt  ktnfer  Biiw 
lary.  Tbn  DW  ayUen  of  p(4«j  vbN^ 
had  been  iotroduced  by  4e  pfeecpt  Q^ 
veionMnt,  bed  done  inqo(i  to  te4«MM>4 
peace  and  oofltenttftent,  nod  the  i^nlqMiM 
tlienisolres  vera  noM  UtiAbful  fcf  Itje 
change.  He  c^led  npoa  the  right,  hn^ 
Baronet  to  withdraw  the  tfoope  &an  tbM 
colony:  «nd  ha bmid  to|^t«lt4tM 
If  this  ^eie  d^M,  ttie  dniWB  oi|  ceimM 
and  Mool  mii^t  be  repnlnd,  nod  tlw 
[wo  moat  impetuot  brkW^  of  ^nk 
might  be  nlte>ed.  WJtb^lfVd  «  Ow 
Cape  of  OoqA  Hope.  b»  Witwl.  tbM  H 
increaaa  of  oar  foiliUry  fcne  <nf  nfowr 
sary  ibeta.  B«  beliendt  HM,  the  pa«r 
est  acU  of  injuKtoe  bad  been  eanmtMl 
ihert,  a»d  tbMi(tbiawi»aot«K,%.PM 
men  v^mjA  >m  b***  bcu  Iboad  |A  yM| 
their  homw  avd  flj  to  tb*  wildemM 
rather  then  ifia^  tho  sUtcb  of  njv^ 
power,  Whf  ven  fmb  fbna«  M^f  bM 
sent  Qot  t  It  was  to  ondertake  fioeh  ^fKi 
ration!  affimt  ibeee  nnlMtwpM*  IM* — 
iohni4tbMt4o«awddMP7tbi««,  R9 

believed,  M>B(  Ow  prmot  fontm  «r  lUi 

colonel  wee  oweg  to  Mi«e<«ww  of  awing** 

meat  «bieh  bvl  1)M*  UM>f^  pqiiWd  V^ 

«a(da  theoe  puMW)  Hi4  it^  tM^ilmvm* 
ten  imwt  wr  piHI  ««lMl  Wv^ifP^  Mi 
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they  were  allowed  to  have  a  Toice  io  the 
nMoagement  of  ibeir  owo  coocernt.  Our 
Aattraiiao  coloniet  had  oow  arri?ed  at 
that  point,  he  thought,  when  they  should 
bear  their  own  expenses.  He  admitted, 
that  if  we  sent  conTicts  to  them,  we  were 
bound  to  send  the  means  of  their  main- 
tenance. If  a  smaller  number  of  troops 
were  kept  in  our  colonies,  the  reliefs  on 
the  system  proposed  by  the  Go?emment 
of  keeping  the  troops  ten  years  abroad, 
and  five  yean  at  home,  might  be  carried 
out  with  a  considerable  reduction  of  the 
army.  In  a  general  point  of  view  also,  he 
thought,  that  the  time  had  come  for  a 
leduetion  of  our  military  force.  Our  po- 
sition in  Europe,  he  fell,  called  for  such  a 
step.  We  gained  no  respect  by  maintain- 
ing SQcb  a  large  body  of  troops.  Our 
power  only  led  ut  into  aggression,  such 
as  that  of  Affghanistan,  and  our  aggres- 
sions made  all  the  world  rejoice  at  our 
defeats.  He  believed,  he  was  sorry  to 
say,  that  our  disasters  in  that  country 
had  been  heard  of  with  pleasure  through, 
out  Europe.  It  was  our  interest  then  to 
assume  a  position  of  independence,  and 
show  that  we  feared  no  unexpected  at- 
tack. Why  not  follow  the  example  of 
France  ?  What  had  she  done  in  the  last 
two  years  ?  Her  force  had  been  reduced 
from'  nearly  500,000  to  344,000  men. 
Let  her  Majesty's  Government  display  its 
magnanimity ;  let  there  be  an  immediate 
reduction  from  97,000,  which  was  to  be 
the  standing  force,  to  the  old  number 
75,000  men.  Considering  the  distressed 
condition  of  the  country  and  the  present 
state  of  peace,  he  thought  a  reduction 
might  be  made  in  the  force  of  the  artny  to 
the  extent  of  20,000  men.  If  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  consent  to  reduce  the  military 
forces  of  the  country  to  what  they  were 
in  1835,  he  would  at  once  be  enabled  to 
get  rid  of  the  Income-tax.  With  a  view 
of  entering  his  protest  against  the  main- 
tenance  of  the  proposed  force,  he  should 
move  to  reduce  the  number  of  men  from 
100,846  as  proposed  by  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  opposite,  to  90,846 
men. 

Lord  A.  Lennox  could  not,  as  a  soldier, 
allow  this  opportunity  to  pass  without  ex- 
pressing bis  grateful  thanks  to  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  below  him,  for 
the  great  boon  he  had  conferred  upon 
the  service  by  the  warrant  of  the  19th  of 
October  1842,  regulating  the  passage  aU, 


lowance  to  officers  in  the  anny.  He 
also  happy  to  find,  that  the  right  boo. 
and  gallant  Geotlemao  was  prepared  to 
carry  out  the  intention  of  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Saoderlaod  (Lord  How- 
\c\l),  as  to  the  format ioo  of  libraries  ia 
the  varioas  barracks,  and  of  makiag  er- 
rangements  for  manly  exercbet  and  gaoMS 
among  soldiers,  in  order  to  fill  op  their 
racant  time  when  not  engaged  in  doty  or 
at  drill.  By  these  means,  it  ooold  not 
be  doubted  that  the  morale  of  the  araij 
would  be  much  improved.  He  ooold  not 
:  avoid  also  calling  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  Io  m  inb- 
ject  which  he  had  before  pointed  oot  at 
one  of  the  greatest  erils  in  the  aerviee-* 
he  alluded  to  the  retiring  pension  of  6d. 
per  day  granted  to  discharged  soldieis. 
It  had  been  said,  it  was  a  gremt  object 
to  get  a  better  class  of  men  to  enlist ;  bat 
was  it  to  be  expected  that  good  men 
would  enlist,  when  %ll  they  had  lo  look 
to  for  their  support  after  the  service  of  % 
quarter  of  a  centnry,  was  the  miserable 
pittance  of  3s.  6d.  per  week  ?  After  toch 
a  period  of  service,  often  in  unbeoltby 
climates,  they  conld  not  go  back  to  the 
plough  or  to  the  loom,  from  which  they 
originally  came.  He  asked  for  tone  ad- 
vance to  these  deserving  men,  and  hoped 
the  Government  would  not  leave  them  to 
the  tender  mercies  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Montrose.  Again,  he  wished  alio  to 
point  out  another  matter  for  the  atten- 
tive consideration  of  the  Government — he 
meant  the  subject  of  the  pensiooi  to  the 
widows  of  officers  of  the  army.  The  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  below  him  (Sir 
H.  Hardinge),  was  well  aware  that  ooder 
certain  limitations  every  officer's  widow 
was  entitled  to  a  certain  pension.  The 
widow  of  a  major,  for  instance,  waa  enti- 
tled to  70/.  a-year;  but  if  that  major 
had  purchased  unattached  rank,  peying 
double  the  actual  value  of  the  commia- 
sion — namely,  1,300/.  for  half- pay  rank, 
and  1 ,300/.  more  for  full-pay  rank,  and  if 
he  happened  to  die  before  he  was  pot  oo 
full-pay,  his  widow  was  prevented  from 
obtaining  any  pension  whatever.  Many 
cases  of  great  h;irdship  had  occurred  in 
this  respect,  and  he  trusted  the  subject 
would  meet  with  due  attention  from  the 
Government.  He  could  not  help  remark- 
ing upon  that  part  of  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Montrose,  in  which  he 
made  the  extraordinary  statement  that 
all  Europe  bad  rejoiced  at  the  recent  die* 
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comfitures  of  the  British  army»  especially 
in  AffghaDJstan ;  and  then^  in  the  same 
breath,  the  hon.  Member  called  apon  the 
Government  to  reduce  the  strength  of  the 
army.  This  was  an  argument  which  would 
not  hold  good  in  the  committee  he  bad 
now  the  honour  of  addressing. 

Captain  Layard:  I  trust  the  kind 
indulgence  of  the  House  will  be  granted 
to  one  who  having  been  twenty  years  in 
her  Majesty's  service,  has  made  it  hit 
pleasure,  as  well  as  his  business,  to 
inquire  in  what  manner  the  comfort  and 
happiness  might  be  best  consulted  of 
those  to  whom,  in  my  mind,  the  country 
is  so  much  indebted— I  speak  of  the 
private  soldier;  and  I  trust  the  House 
will  give  me  credit  for  sincerity  while 
pleading  their  cause,  however  I  may  be 
found  wanting  in  ability.  When  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  at  War 
last  Session  of  Parliament  brought  forward 
the  army  estimates,  I  then  stated  my  be- 
lief that  considerable  advantage  would 
arise  to  the  good  discipline  of  the  service 
by  allowing  men  of  good  conduct  a  frae 
discharge  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years.  I 
believe  that  by  such  being  the  case»  deser- 
tion would  be  much  less  frequent,  a  better 
description  of  men  would  enter  the  service, 
and  that  many  a  man  now,  who  is  a  worth- 
less character  from  the  utter  hopelessness 
he  has  of  getting  a  release  from  a  service 
for  which,  for  many  reasons,  he  may  find 
himself  totally  unfitted,  would,  from  hav- 
ing such  a  prospect  before  him  become  a 
valuable  and  efficient  soldier.  And  I  can 
truly  say  I  was  greatly  delighted  by  finding 
this  opinion  was  coincided  with  by  that  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  at 
War.  I,  therefore,  have  every  reason  to 
hope  that  this  beneficial  measure  will  be 
carried  into  eflfect.  The  next  circumstance 
to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  is  the  benefit  that  would  be  de. 
rived  by  allowing  the  wives  and  children 
of  soldiers  when  suffering  from  sickness, 
to  be  received  into  wards  of  the  regi- 
mental hospital,  set  apart  for  that  purpose 
or,  if  that  could  not  be  done,  that  a  sepa- 
rate hospital  might  be  built  at  each  mili- 
tary station  for  their  accommodatioo.  The 
women  and  children  of  the  private  soldier, 
when  taken  ill,  are  obliged  to  be  sent  out 
of  barracks  for  fear  of  infection  to  the 
men.  When  suffering  from  disease  they 
naturally  conceal  it  as  long  at  possiUot 
well  knowing  the  misery  they  will  have  to 
endure,  when  depending  on  the  pittance, 
which  is  all  they  can  expect^  from  tbe  pay 


of  a  private  soldier;  and  f  do  think,  that 
it  is  shocking  to  the  feelings  of  humanity, 
that  it  is  not  unfrequently  the  case  that 
these  unfortunate  women  ba^e  to  undergo 
the  pains  of  childbirth  in  tbe  room  with 
five  or  six  men.  I  believe  that  the  men 
t»ould  be  very  glad  to  pay,  as  fiur  at  in 
their  power,  to  meet  any  additional  ex- 
pense, and  it  is  my  firm  conviction  that 
the  extra  trouble  which  must  arise  to  tbe 
surgeons  would  be  cheerfully  borne  by 
them.  I  feel  convinced  that  this  would 
be  the  case ;  because  all  who  know  them 
can  bear  witness  that  no  set  of  men  in  the 
world  are  more  actuated  by  the  feelings  of 
humanity,  kindness,  and  generosity,  than 
the  medical  men  in  the  British  service. 
There  is  another  circumstance  that  weigha 
very  seriously  upon  the  good  conduct  of 
the  soldier,  upon  his  first  entering  tha 
British  service,  which  is  the  amalkiesa  of 
the  bounty.  A  cavalry  soldier's  bounty  and 
equipment  money  comes  to  6^.  17s.  6d.— -bia 
whole  kit  costs  8f.  St.  lid.;  an  infantr 
soldier's  bounty  comes  to  9/.  17s.  &!.,  lus 
kit  to  41.  9f.  lO^d.,  leaving  him  in  ddH 
12s.  Aid.  Now,  the  man  upon  enlisUnent 
ia  not  aware  that  thia  money  is  to  be  laid' 
out  upon  equipments;  and  on  beiof, 
aflter  his  first  joining,  settled  with  by  the 
officer  of  hit  troop,  he  is  giearly  dbbeut* 
ened  at  finding  a  debt  against  mm,  which, 
to  a  man  in  that  aitnation,isconaideraUe, 
instead  of  receiving  a  sum  of  money  bo  - 
had  a  right  to  expect;  and  it  ia  my  belief 
that  many  a  man  has  deserted  aooo  ater 
his  jobiug  by  thinking  ha  haa  been 
deceived  mm  thh  cireumatanoa,  and 
and  therefore  thinking  it  less  ham  to 
deceive  others.  I  am  happy  to  any,  that 
desertkm,  like  all  other  cnma,  ia  heoomuig 
leaa  prevalent  in  tbe  aimy.  I  believe 
that  a  system  of  rewards  woukl  atill  more 
leaaen  all  crime.  I  ean  bear  witoen  to 
the  excellent  effisota  of  the  distinctioM 
for  good  conduct  and  extra  pay,  whidi 
measure  waa  brought  forward  py  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Snnderhnd.  Bat 
every  one  who  ia  interested  in  the  welfiua 
of  the  aoMier  moat  roost  deeply  depkm 
that  it  should  ever  for  a  moment  have 
been  thought  necessary  to  reduce  dbe 
pension  to  the  miaerable  pittance  of  6aL 
a-day.  What  I  can  thia  ooontiy,  tbe 
richMt  in  the  world,  afibrd  for  her  gaUant  . 
defendera  no  better  reward?  Are  thoae 
who  have  carried  her  atandard  to  vietoiy 
in  the  moat  remote  dimeai  have  never 
flinched  before  theenemy,  or,  whet  is  atOI 
mora  trytngi  have  never  heaicited  to  ei« 
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pofe  themtelTet  to  the  Ticitsitudes  of 
climate,  who  have  brought  to  a  happy 
aod  prosperous  conclusion  the  wars  in 
AflTghanistan  and  China,  and  by  whose 
discipline  and  good  conduct  the  late  un* 
happy  risings  in  the  manufactuiiug  dis- 
tiicts  were  brought  to  so  happy  a  termina- 
tion— I  call  upon  you,  at  a  time  when 
honours  and  distinctions  are  being  given 
to  those  who  commanded  them  on  those 
occasions,  and  deservedly  given,  not  to 
forget  those  on  whom  these  successes  have 
so  mainly  depended  ;  and  when  it  is  re- 
membered that  the  life  of  a  soldier  does 
not  average  above  forty  years,  1  feel 
persuaded,  that  the  country  will  not  think 
it  too  much  to  ask  for  a  shilling  a-day 
retirement  for  the  few  who  escape  so  many 
viscissitudes.  Since  the  last  time  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  brought  forward  the 
army  estimates,  that  army  has  suffered  a 
very  severe  loss  from  the  death  of  that 
excellent  and  brave  man.  Lord  Hill ;  but 
while  we  drop  a  tear  to  the  memory  of 
the  8o1dier*s  friend,  there  is  no  reason  we 
should  sorrow  as  men  without  hope.  In 
having  our  present  Commander-in  Chief, 
who  can  for  a  moment  suppose  that  the 
nterest  of  the  private  soldier  will  not  be  at- 
tended to  ?  Far  from  it;  we  have  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  he  who  has  been  their 
victorious  leader  through  100  fights,  ha- 
ving proved  their  merits  and  deserts,  will 
use  that  influence  which  he  so  largely 
possesses  in  seeing  those  merits  properly 
rewarded.  I  now  sincerely  thank  the 
House  for  the  attention  it  has  granted  me, 
and  shall  feel  that  I  shall  be  well  rewarded 
for  the  attention  I  have  paid  to  this  sub- 
ject, for  the  number  of  years  I  have  been 
in  the  service*  if  anything  that  has  fallen 
from  so  humble  an  individual  should  be 
the  cause  of  the  country  rewarding  more 
adequately  the  deserts  of  the  private 
soldier. 

Mr.  fV.  WiUiams  observed,  that  in 
1 822,  which  was  like  the  present  year  in 
one  respect,  namely,  the  prevalence  of  dis- 
tress,  but  which  was  not.  as  now,  amongft 
the  working  and  manufacturing  classes; 
it  was  amongst  the  rich  agriculturists  ; 
the  Government  were  compelled  to  make 
a  great  reduction  in  the  army.  This  was 
just  at  the  time  when  the  Currency  Bill 
beg^n  to  produce  such  direful  effects,  and 
the  light  hon.  Baronet  the  present  Secre- 
tary for  the  Home  Department  was  most 
active  in  his  eiertions  to  cut  down  the 
expenditure  of  the  country.  In  1822  the 
^  was  91,700,  in  1823  it  was  92,000, 


and  in  1824  it  was  increaied  to  96,000. 
The  average  of  these  three  years  voald 
give  the  number  of  the  anny  at  93ft000, 
exclusive  of  those  in  India.  H«  co«M 
not  conceive  that  there  coold  be  aoy 
sound  reason  for  having  upwards  of  13,000 
men  more  now  in  the  army  than  was 
deemed  necessary  in  those  years.  Tlie 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  shown  that. 
with  the  three  regiments  he  had  allvded 
to,  there  could  be  a  shorter  period  of 
relief,  but  this  could  not  justify  theoi 
making  such  an  enormous  additioo  lo  tlie 
army.  He  was  satisfied  that,  if  the  landed 
interest  was  in  a  similar  state  of  distress 
to  what  it  was  in  1 822,  there  woald  be  a 
ready  expression  of  feeling  in  that  Hovae 
to  reduce  the  army  even  to  a  greater  es« 
tent  than  was  proposed  by  his  hon.  FrieiMl 
the  Member  for  Montrose,  bot  as  distreaa 
prevailed  at  present  only  antongat  tiM 
manufacturers  and  working  classes,  there 
was  no  expression  of  syaspathy  o«  the 
subject.  With  respect  to  widow^t  pen* 
sions,  he  would  only  obaenre  that  lie 
would  be  the  last  person  in  that  Hooae  to 
refuse  them  in  cases  where  the  ofltoer  had 
served  the  country,  but  he  complained  tiMt 
they  were  too  of^en  made  a  matter  of  patro- 
nage, and  were  often  bestowed  in  eaaea  m 
which  no  service  had  been  rendered  lo  the 
state,  hot  were  conferred  merely  frooi  the 
aristocratic  connection  of  the  parly. 

Sir  H.  Hardmge  denied,  thai  iht  bo» 
stowal  of  pensioos  on  the  widows  of  oS- 
cers  had  anything  whatever  to  do  wili  iht 
aristocratic  connection  of  the  paitiaa. 
The  hon.  Member  was  altogether  nia* 
taken  as  to  the  principle  on  whieh  tkt 
pensions  were  granted,  and  the  regvlatiooa 
were  of  such  a  nature,  that  pensioas  cooM 
not  be  granted  unless  proofs  were  mem 
of  the  service  of  the  officer  whose  widow 
applied  for  it.  There  were  some  hard« 
ships  at  present  as  regarded  the  penaiooa 
to  officers'  widows.  For  instance,  there 
was  a  regulation  under  which  a  widow 
forfeited  her  pension  if  she  re«ssarried. 
He  had  known  several  instances  of  great 
hsrdship  arise  out  of  this  regulation,  aod 
it  was  one  that  was  not  framed  by  iho 
Government,  but  the  adoption  of  it  was 
forced  on  the  War  office  by  the  recoas* 
mendation  of  a  Finance  Commitlae  of 
that  House.  He  recollected,  that 
after  the  war,  some  such  regulation 
found  to  csist,  and  was  considered  to  be  a 
threat  hardship  on  officers'  widows.  The 
matter  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  Par- 
liament by  Lord  Littlctoo  io^  thai  Hooat, 
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and   by   Lord  Lansdowne  in  the  other  ; 
and  the  regulation  appeared  to  be  of  such 
a  harsh  character,  that  it  was  rescinded. 
The  Finance  Committee  of    1828,  how- 
ever, recommended  that  it  should  be  again 
adopted,    and    this   recommendation,    of 
course,    was    equivalent    to    forcing   the 
adoption   of  the  rule  on  the  War-office. 
By  the  regulations  now  in  force,  no  offi- 
cer's widow  could  get  a  pension,  if  her 
late  husband  had  not  served  on  full  pay 
for  ten  years,  nor  could  any  officer's  widow 
obtain  a  pension  whose  husband  married 
her  after  he  was  sixty  years  of  age.     With 
respect  to  the  observation    of   the    hon. 
Member  for    Montrose,   that    the   reliefs 
should  be    so    regulated    that    regiments 
should  serve  ten  years   abroad  and  6vc 
years  at  home,  and  that  this  arrangement 
could  be  effected,  if  they  kept  a  smaller 
number  of  troops  in  the  colonies,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  said,  that  the  number  of  troops 
in  our  colonics  was  much  too  great,  and 
that  the   force   in  Canada  should  be  re- 
duced to  2,000.     He  would  not  go  into 
the  question  of  Canada,  as    that  was  a 
point  so  involved  in  political  considera- 
tions, that  it  would  require  separate  dis- 
cussion ;   but  he   must  express    his  en- 
tire dissent  from  the  sweeping  observations 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  the  force  kept 
up  in  all  our  colonies  was  too  large.     He 
would   challenge  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
point  out  a  single  colonial  possession  be- 
longing to  this  country  in  which  the  num- 
ber of  troops   was   too  great.     A  com- 
mittee sat  upon  this  subject  a  few  years 
ngo,   in    1834    and    1835,  of  which    the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  a  Member,  and  it 
most  carefully  and  zealously  investigated 
the  whole  question  of  military   expendi- 
ture in  our  colonies,  and  also  as  to  the 
amount  of  force  which  was  kept  up   in 
each  of  them ;  and  the  result  was,  after 
two  years'  investigation,  that  they  came 
to  a  resolution,  that  there  could  not,  with 
safety  to   the   colonial    interests   of  this 
country,  be  any  reduction  of  troops  in  any 
of  them.     In  some  of  our  colonies  it  was 
found  that  they  had  been  left  with  fewer 
troops  than  was  deemed  necessary  for  their 
safety.  The  result  of  the  committeeof  1 83  4 
and  1 835  was,  that  there  was  not  a  single 
regiment  too  many  employed  in  the  colo- 
nial service.     His  noble  Friend,  the  Memr 
ber  for  Chichester,  had  alluded  to  the  small 
amount  of  pensions  given  to  the  veteran 
soldier,   after  twenty-four   or  twenty-five 
years*  service.     He  could  assure  his  noble 


Friend,  that  the  matter  had  not  escaped 
the  consideration  of  the  proper  authorities, 
and  although  he  could  not  make  any  fur- 
ther announcement  at   present,   still   he 
might   observe,    that  the    subject    would 
not    be  lost   sight   of.     With   regard  to 
what  fell  from  the  gallant  Officer  opposite 
(Captain  Layard)  on  the  subject  of   the 
free  discharge  of  soldiers  after  a  certain 
number  of  years'  service,  he  would  ob- 
serve,  that  in   1829,  he  carefully  consi- 
dered the  whole  subject,  with  the  view  of 
seeing  whether  some  means  could  not  be 
devised  for  lightening  the  dead  weight  of 
the  army.     In    consequence   of   this  ar- 
rangement, a  man  could  obtain  his  dis- 
charge after  fourteen  years'  service,  and 
on  the  payment  of  a  certain  sum,  after  a 
smaller  number  of  years  service.    When 
this  graduated  scale  for  purchasing  a  sol- 
dier's discharge  from  the  army,  varying 
between  seven    and    fourteen  years^  was 
first  suggested,  it  was  strongly  objected 
to,  but  experience  had  proved  the  advan- 
tage of  the  regulation.    The  existence  of 
this  regulation    had    tended    to   remove 
much  of  that  dissatisfaction    which  for- 
merly prevailed  in  the  minds  of  persons 
against  their  relations  entering  the  army, 
and  it  was  also  found  to  work  beceficially 
in  diminishing  the  inducement  to  deser- 
tion.    He  found  that  the  number  of  men, 
who  had  purchased  their  discharge  from 
the  service,  under  the  regulation  of  1829, 
was  not  less  than  13,000,  and  the  amount 
received  for  the  purchase  of  their  dis- 
charges was  252,000/.    But  if  the  amount 
that  was  saved  by  the  savings  of  pensioDS 
was  also  taken  into  account,  the  benefit 
that  had  accrued  to  the  public  under  this 
regulation,  would  be  found  to  be  not  less 
than  450,000/.    As  far  as  he  could  judge 
from  the  data  in  his  office,  the  regulation 
with  respect  to  free  discharge  after  four* 
teen  years'  service,  had  been  found  to  be 
attended  with  the  greatest  advantage.  He 
was  not  then  prepared  to  say  whether  the 
period  of  service  under   this  regulation 
might  not  be  reduced  from  fourteen  to 
ten  years ;  but  he  would  promise  the  gal- 
lant Officer  that  the  subject  should  receive 
due  consideration  in  the  proper  quarter. 
With  respect  to  raising  the  bounty  on  en- 
listing, he  would  only  say,  that  he  was 
aware  that  it  often  happened  that  many 
of  the  soldiers  were  unhappy  for  several 
months  after  entering  the  service,  in  con- 
sequence of  being  in  debt  for  their  kits, 
and  that  this  often  induced  mea  to  desett 
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from  their  regiments;  this  was  a  matter 
which  deserved  consideration.  He  trusted 
that  the  House  would  not  sanction  the 
amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mon- 
trose; and  he  must  say,  that  he  never 
recollected  an  instance  where  a  case  for 
reduction  was  so  badly  made  out. 

Colonel  Peel  merely  wished  to  make 
one  observation  with  respect  to  the  com. 
plaint  that  had  been  made  as  to  the  de- 
fective state  of  the  muskets  in  the  British 
army,  and  as  to  the  assertion  that  the 
British  soldiers  were  worse  armed  than 
any  other  European  army.  The  matter 
had  excited  a  great  deal  of  attention  at 
the  Board  of  Ordnance,  and  steps  had 
been  taken  by  which  the  soldiers  of  the 
British  army  would  be  gradually  armed 
with  percussion  muskets. 

Sir  A.  L.  Hay  could  confirm  the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
Secretary  at  War,  as  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  committee  of  1834,  and  which 
came  to  the  determination,  after  the  most 
attentive  examination  of  the  matter,  that 
no  further  reduction  could  be  made  in  the 
force  employed  in  the  colonies,  with  any 
regard  to  the  safety  of  those  possessions. 
If  the  hon.  Gentleman  could  prove  that 
the  force  employed  in  the  colonies  was 
more  than  adequate  for  the  public  service, 
there  would  be  some  ground  for  the  mo- 
tion, but  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  done 
nothing  of  the  kind.  The  hon.  Member 
said,  that  if  there  were  only  2,000  soldiers 
kept  in  Canada,  that  it  would  be  much 
easier  to  give  them  relief;  but  this  was 
begging  the  question,  for  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man must,  in  the  first  instance,  show  that 
the  amount  of  force  that  he  had  stated 
was  all  that  was  necessary  for  the  defence 
and  preservation  of  that  important  colony. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded  to  the 
reduction  which  had  been  made  in  the 
French  army,  but  he  should  recollect  that 
the  colonial  possessions  of  France  could 
not  be  put  on  a  parallel  with  those  belong- 
ing to  this  country.  After  the  clear  and 
able  statement  of  his  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend,  the  Secretary  at  War,  he 
felt  it  unnecessary  to  trouble  the  House 
at  greater  length,  but  certainly  must  say 
that  no  case  had  been  made  out  to  justify 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 

Sir  //.  Douglas  said,  that  having  lately 
returned  from  service  in  an  important 
possession  connected  with  this  country,  he 
felt  called  upon  to  say  a  few  words  before 
the  committee  came  to  a  decision  on  the 


question.  He  could  attare  the  Hovae 
that  the  force  stationed  in  the  looian  b« 
lands  had  been  reduced  to  such  ao  extent 
as  to  make  the  duty  most  harassing  to  ibe 
troops ;  and  it  was  found  that  such  via 
the  beverity  of  the  service,  that  the  health 
of  the  soldiers  was  rapidly  decliDiog  under 
it.  He  had  felt  it  to  be  his  dnty  to  make 
repeated  applications  in  the  proper  qaarter 
for  an  increase  of  force ;  and  althoueh  the 
justice  of  the  application  was  uniformly 
admitted,  yet  he  was  always  net  with  Ibe 
observation  that  the  exigencies  of  the  ser- 
vice prevented  any  other  arrangement  than 
then  existed.  He  felt  a  great  de^i  of 
difficulty  in  bringing  his  mind  to  sanction 
the  proposition  of  the  Government  for  the 
reduction  of  the  army,  knowing  as  he  did 
the  various  and  arduous  services  that  it 
was  called  upon  to  perform  in  all  parts  of 
the  world ;  bat  he  certainly  should  most 
strongly  protest  against  the  adoption  of 
any  such  proposition  as  that  of  the  boo. 
Member  for  Montrose. 

Mr.  Hume,  in  reply  said,  that  he  should 
have  no  difficulty  in  showing  clearly  that 
the  committee  of  1834  had  arrived  at 
erroneous  conclusions  as  to  awarding  the 
number  of  troops  to  the  several  colonies. 

The  committee  divided  on  the  queslioa 
as  proposed  by  Mr.  Hume,  that  the  nunu 
ber  of  land  forces  for  the  year  be  9(>»846 
men.— Ayes  20;  Noes  106:— Majority  8& 

List  of  the  Ayeb. 


Blake,  M.  J. 
Blake,  Sir  V. 
Blewitt,  R.  J. 
Bowring,  Dr. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Cobden,  R. 
Crawford,  W.  S. 
Duncan,  Visct. 
Duncan,  G. 
Fielden,  J. 
Johnson,  Gen. 


Marslacd,  H. 
Roebuck,  J.  A. 
Strickland,'Sir  0. 
Thomely.T. 
Turner,  £. 
Wawn,  J.T. 
Wood,  B. 
Yorke,  H.  R.  * 

TELLCaS. 

Hume,  J. 
Williams,  W. 


List  of  the  Nobs. 


Arbuthnott,  hon.  H. 
Arkwright,  G. 
Astell,  W. 
Baird,  W. 
Baring,  hon.  W.  B. 
Baring,  rl.  hon.  F.  T. 
Boldero,  H.  G. 
Botfield,  B. 
Broad  ley,  H. 
Bruce,  Lord  K. 
Busfield,  \V 
Campbell,  A. 
Chetwode,  tiir  3. 


Christopher,  R.  A. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Clive,  Viict. 
Clive,  hon.  R.  H. 
Colbome,hn.W.N.R. 
Colebroke,  Sir  T.  E. 
Corry,  rt.  hon.  II. 
Damer,  hon.  Col. 
Darby,  G. 
Davics,  D.  A.  S. 
Denison,  R.  B. 
Douglas,  Sir  II. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  E. 
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Duncombe^  hon,  A. 

Ebrington,  Visct. 

Eliot,  Lord 

Fitzroy,  Capt. 

Flower,  Sir  J. 

Forbes,  W. 

Fox,  C.  R. 

Fuller,  A.  E. 

Gaskell,  J.  M. 

Gill,  T. 

Gore,  W.  R.  O. 

Graham,  rt.  ho.  Sir  J.    Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 

Granger,  T.  C.  Peel^  J. 

Grimsditch,  T.  Pennant,  hon.  Col. 

Grimston,  Visct.  Polhill^  F. 

Hale,  R.  B.  Protheroe,  E. 

Halford,  H.  Rashleigh,  W. 

Hamilton,  W.  J:  Repton,  G.  W,  J. 

Hardinge,  rt.  hn.  SirH.    Rice,  £.  R. 

Hardy,  J.  Rost,  D.  R. 

Hatton,  Capt.  V.  Rous,  hon.  Capt. 

Hawes,  B.  Russell,  C. 
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Mainwiringy  T. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
MartoDy  G« 
Master,  T.  W.  C. 
Masterman,  J. 
Meynell,  Capt 
Morgan,  O. 
Ne?ille,  R. 
NicboU,  rt.  boo.  J. 
Packe,  C.  W. 
PalmerstoD,  Visct. 


Hay,  Sir  A.  L. 
Hepburn,  Sir  T.  B. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hinde,  J.  H. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Hope,  hon.  C. 
Hornby,  J. 
Hughes,  W.  B. 
James,  W. 
James,  Sir  W.  C. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Kemble,  H. 


Shaw,  rt.  hon.  F. 
Sibthorp,  Col. 
Somerset,  Lord  G. 
Sotheroo,  T.  H.  S. 
Stanton,  W.  H. 
Stewart,  J. 
Sutton,  hon.  H.  M« 
Tennent,  J.  £. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trotter,  J. 
Tumor,  C. 
Waddington,H.S. 


Knatchbul],rt.hn.SirE    Walsh,  Sir  J.  B. 
Langston,  J.  H.  Wood,  Col. 


Wood,  Col.  T. 
Young,  J. 

TELLERS. 

Fremantle,  Sir  T. 
Baring,  H. 


Layard,  Capt. 
Lennox,  Lord  A. 
Lincoln,  Earl  of 
Lockhart,  W. 
Lygon,  hon.  Gen. 
Mahon,  Visct. 

The  original  proposition  to  vote  100,846 
men  agreed  to. 

On  the  vote  of  117,787/.,  for  defraying 
the  charge  of  the  Volunteer  Corps  for  the 
ensuing  year, 

Mr.  Williams  said,  that  he  was  so 
strongly  opposed  to  this  most  unconstitu* 
tional  force,  that  he  would  divide  the  com- 
mittee against  the  grant. 

The  Committee  divided :-» Ayes  98; 
Noes  28:  Majority  70. 

List  of  the  Ates. 


Acton,  Col. 
Arbuthnott,  hon.  IL 
Arkwright,  G. 
Astell,  W. 
Baird,  W. 
Baring,  hon.  W.  B. 
Boldero,  H.  G. 
Botfield,  B. 
Broadley,  H. 
Bruce,  Lord  E. 
VOL.  LXVI. 


Chelsea,  Visct 
Chetwoode,  Sir  J. 
Christopher,  B.  A« 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Clive,  Visct. 
Clive,  hoo.  R.  H. 
Corry,rt.  hon.  H. 
Darner,  hon.  Col. 
Darby,  G. 
Davies,  D,  A.  S. 


Denison,  £•  B. 
Dick,  Q. 
Douglas,  Sir  H. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  £. 
Duncombe,  hon.  A. 
Eliot,  Lord 
Escott,  B. 
Fitxroy,  Capt. 
Flower,  Sir  J. 
Fox,  S.  L. 
Fuller,  A.  £. 
Gaskell,  J.  M. 
Gordon,  hon.  Capt 
Gore,  W.  R.  O. 
Goulboum,  rt.  hn.  H. 
Graham,  rt.  hn.  Sir  J. 
Grimsditch,  T. 
Grimston,  Visct. 
Hale,  R.  B. 
Halfoid,  H. 
Hamilton,  W.  J. 
Hardinge,rt.hn.  Sir  H. 
Hardy,  John 
Hay,  Sir  A.  L. 
Hepburn,  Sir  T.  B. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Hope,  hon.  C* 
Hornby,  J. 
Hughes,  W.  B. 
James,  W. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Jones,  Capt. 
Kemble,  H. 
Knatchbiil],rthn.  SirE 
Knight,  H.  O. 
Langston,  J.  H. 
Lincoln,  £^1  of 
Lockhart,  W. 
Lygon,  hon.  Gen« 
BfidioD,  Visct 


Mainwaring,  T. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
Master,  T.  W.  C. 
Mastermau,  J. 
Meynell,  Capt. 
Morgan,  O. 
NevUle,  R. 
Nicholl,  rt.  hon.J.  F. 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 

Pennant,  hon.  Col. 
Pringle,  A. 
Protberoe,  £. 
Rice,  E.R. 
Rose,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Rons,  hon.  Capt; 
Rushbrooke,  Col. 
Russell,  C. 
Sanderson,  R. 
Shaw,  rt  hon.  F. 
Sibthorp,  CoL 
Smith,  A. 
Somerset,  Lord  G« 
Sotheroo,  T.  H •  S. 
Stewart,  J. 
Stttton,  H.  H.  M. 
Tennent,  J.  E. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trotter,  J. 
Tumor,  C. 
Waddington,  H.  S. 
WaUb,SirJ.B« 
WeUesley,  Lord  C. 
Wood,  CoL 
Wood,  CoL  T. 
Toung^J. 

TXLLBES. 

FVeemantle^  Sir  T. 
Baring,  U. 


Xti^o/lAtfNoss. 


BlakOi  M.  J. 
Blake,  Sir  V; 
Blewltt^  R.  j; 
fiowring,  Dr. 
Brotheiton,J. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Crawford,  W.  S. 
Duncan,  Viscount 
Duncan,  G. 
Ebrington,  Vuct 
Fox,G.R. 
GiU,  T. 
Granger,  T.C. 
Hattoo,  Cape;  V. 
Hawes,  B. 
Hatt,W. 


Mangles,  R.  D. 
Marsland,  H. 
Morris,  D. 
Napier,  Sir  C. 
Plnmridgs,  Capt 
Roebuck,  J.  A, 
Ross,  D.R. 
Stanton,  W.  H. 
Tbomely,  T. 
Wswn,  J.  T* 
Wood.B. 
Yorke;  H.  R. 

Tuxns. 
Home,  J* 
WiUians,W» 


Vote  agreed  to. 

The  remainder  of  the  Army  EstimaAis 
were  agreed  to. 

The  House  resomed. 

Reiolations  to  be  repofted^— CommiU 
toe  to  sit  agtio. 

»T 
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Regiithatiok  of  VoTBRt.]  On  iba 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Raading 
of  the  Registration  of  Voters  Bill  being 
ready 

Sir  James  Oraham  said,  that  as  he  be* 
lieTed  there  would  be  no  objection  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  bilU  he  should  pro- 
pose that  the  bill  ,be  now  read  a  second 
lime,  and  that  the  discussion  be  taken  on 
going  into  the  committee. 

Cqlonel  iSU/Aorp  objected  to  proceeding 
with  tbr  bill  so  rapidly.  He  had  not  had 
time  to  read  it,  and  he  hoped  the  second 
reading  would  be  postponed  to  a  future 
day. 

Sir  Jamei  Oraham  explained,  that  the 
bill  was  tery  nearly  the  same  as  the  bill 
he  had  introduced  on  the  same  subject 
last  Session,  with  a  view  of  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject  early 
this  Session.  He  hoped  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  would  not  oppose  the 
motion,  and  he  would  take  care  that  the 
convenience  of  the  House,  and  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  should  be  consulted 
as  to  the  time  of  going  into  committee. 


Colonel  SUthmif  would  act  eppoae  the 
second  reading,  but  wished  to  kMMV  when 
the  bill  would  be  committed.  He  Cfaof^gbt 
it  should  be  postponed  till  afier  EMlar. 

Mr.  Bkkkam  Escoii  begged  to  mggm 
to  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  lie  aboyld 
insert  a  danse  in  the  bill  to  enable  iIm 
revising  barristers  to  give  costs  In  pnrties 
against  whom  frivolous  objectkNM  nsight 
be  brought. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

New  Ratbs  (Dublik)J  Locd  MUoi 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  e 

''Bill  for  the  mors  equal  applolment  of  ear- 
tain  rates  in  the  ooooty  of  the  city  of  DeUvi 
and  county  of  Dublin  respectively.  * 

The  noble  Lord  was  understood  to  ei- 
plain  that  the  principal  object  of  the  bOI 
was  to  substitute  Ae  valoatioo  under  the 
Poor-law  for  the  present  mode  of  ratiof. 

Leave  given. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  belbce 
elsTen. 
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Ai 


QiiettioD^--«. «.«  OrigimU  Motion.— ^p.*.,  Previous  Qosstioiu-^.  p^  Rsttbrt 
Ayes,— M.  Noes.— if.»  Majodty^ls/  Dh.,  %nd  Dip.,  Fbpt  ^  S^ocM  BimBn. 

Hie  *  indkatei  thai  m  Debate  tookplace  19NNI IM  fimdmg* 


Am^EilmaUe,  c«1350;  Aiii«id.' £A«  30^  N. 

106,  BdU  Idl  1376;  tad  AmpClo.  f.  A. 

98,  N.  «8,  Hi.  70],  I8TT  ,  .  . 

— r-r  fn.CAtfio,  TkuQa  to  ike,  I.  M,  $U 


_BERDEE^JEarl  of 

Cbipa^  Thanks  to  tlie  Forces  in  Hi 

Ahinger  Lord,  conduct  of,  c.  1037,  [A.  73,  N. 
228,  M.  155]  1140 

AccoutUs,  Public,  c,  33B 

Addrest  in  Antwer  to  the  Speech,  L  6;  c.  63 ; 
Report  163 ;  /.  Her  Maj^j's  Aasw^,t99; 
c.  204 

Administration  oJ'Justioi  in  Jiang  Kinig,  c,  %20' 

Ajffghaniitmi,  Wer  in,  I,  Tlianks  to  the  Forces, 
62,  c.  201,  202,  204  ;  /.  382 }  c.  418,  577  ; 
/.  696,  763  ;  c.  768  ;  /.  892  ;  c.  941 ;  Amend. 
(Mr.  Huroe)  995;  Amend,  withdrawn, 
1023 ;— see  EHenborough^  Lord^htal^ 

Aglionby,  Mr.  H.  A.  {Co(ktrmoiuJth) 
Poor-Law,   Mr.  Walter's   Resolutions,   1196; 
1212,  1316 

AgricuUwral  Labourertf  Conditiom  of,  L  1337 

American  Boundary  Treaty,  e,  203,  206,  261. 

384  : 

Applotment  of  Rates,  {Dublin),  e.  Leave,  1880  { 

1R*1338 

Apprehension  of  Offenders,  see  (Readers 
Apprentices,  Treatment  ef,  c.  1343> 


i   * 


AshburtOD,  Lord 
Address,  Hia,  57 
Distress  of  the  GouDtrT4.9Qp.  .  . 

Navy,  Thtf,  1374       "''^^       '  ' 

Right  of  Seacclh-9tftteiiMiit.  in  tho  Fr«ith 

Chamben,  316 
Wishhij^toitf  TVeily ;  Tltt',  S6I 

Ashley,  ViMouiit,  (OonefsUrei 

m 


CMUeries— Treatment  of  ApprenUoes,  1343 

Track  System,  Th#,  1158 

■  '•    ■  ^  ■  -, 

Attorney-GiBnera],  Hie  (Sir  F.  PoUoek)  (Hmsm 
tsnidots) 
Abiofsr,  Lord,  ^bbia^  df,  1068,  VOffit'    * ' 

AttannetmdSoUcitm^LlB,*  190;  2R,  409 


UMf.  UAWMkkmem) 
tHstress  of  the  Comitiy,  Conu  moved  iir,  794 
Exchequer  BlUs,  F^Mfidt  8K.  1150 


..  .4 


AndtlaiMl,  Bari  of 
Address,  The,  48  ^ 
AflMumittan,  War  hi,  TiumMs  (i  Hi  Amb 
904       r  . 

2Y2 


BAT. 


BOW.         {INDEX}        BOW.         — 


i^uckland,  Earl  ci—eomtimied, 
China,  Thanks  to  the  Forces  io,  536 

BjiUic,  Mr.  H.  5 .  (Invernmhire) 
Registration  (Scotland),  385 

Bank  Charter,  The,  I.  394;  c.  419 

Btnkes,  Mr.  G.  {Danetshire) 
Address  The,  157 
Af&hanistan,  War  in,  Thankf  to  the  Poreet, 

976 
Com  Laws,  1156 
Castom  House  Frauds,  417 
Distress  of  the  Country,  Com.  moved  for,  883 

Baring,  Major,  H.  B.  {Marlborangk) 
Affffhaniston,  War  in.  Thanks  to  the  Forcet, 

995 
Ellenborough,  Lord,  The  Gates  of  Somnauth, 

352 
SatUra,  Bajah  of,  237 

Baring,  Right  Hon.  F.  T.  {Portmouth) 
Accounts,  Public,  339 

Distress  of  the  Country,  Com.  moved  for,  749 
Exchequer,  Bills,  Forged,  441,  443 
Hoskios,  Mr.  Case  of—Deputy  Judge  Advocate, 

1300,  1307,  1323 
Salaries,  Public,  337 
Washington,  Treaty  of,  384, 385 

Beaumont,  Lord 
Distresn  of  the  Country,  283 
Pound  Breach  and  Rescue,  2R.  1270 

Bemal,  Captain,  R.  (Wycombe) 
AfiKhanistan,  War  in.  Thanks  to  the  Porees, 
1013 

Bemal,  Mr.  R.  ( Weymouth) 
Committees,  Constitution  of,  212 
West  India  Mail  P^-kets,  419 

Bethnal   Green  Improvement,  c.  IR*.  1143; 
2R.»  1338 

Birkenhead  Cemetry,  c  iR.*  1156 

^— —  Improvement,  c.  IR.*  1156 

BUckstone,  Mr.  W.  S.  (WaUingfordJ 

Distress  of  the  Country,  Com.  moved  for.  772 
Poor-Law— Mr.  Walter's  Resolutions,  1253 
Sudbury,  Disfranchisement  of.  Leave,  Amend. 
208 

Blake,  Sir  V.  {Gaboay  Bo,) 
Steam  Communication — America,  1262,  1269 

Blewitt,  Mr.  R.  J.  (Monmouth) 
Oregon  Boundary,  The,  1323 

Borthwick,  Mr.  P.  {Ecetham) 
Distrfss  of  the  Country,  Com.  moved  for,  706 
Poor-Uir— Mr.  Walter's  Resolutions,  1193 

Boundary  Treaty,  c.  203,  206 

Bowring,  Dr.  J.  (Bolton) 
AccounU,  Public.  338 
Address,  The,  161 
Committees,  Constitution  of«  21 1 


CAN. 

fcr. 


Bovring.  Dr.  J. 
Distress  of  the  Coontry,  Com. 

636,721 
Exchequer  Bills,  Porg^,  1024 
Poor,  Employment  ^  the,  in 

1030 
Stoddart,  Colonel,  635 
Syria,  306 
Track  System,  698 

BraxU,  I^^aiywUk,c.  198 

Breakwatert,  c*  703 


Brotherton,  Mr.  J.  {Salford) 
Address,  The,  150 
China,  Thanks  to  the  Forces  in,  B9B 
Distress  of  the  Country,  Com.  moved  fo,  789. 
Personation  of  Voten,  Leave,  392 ;  Cook  eL  1, 
1145 

Brougham,  Lord 
Address,  The,  33, 59 
AflghanisUn,  War  in— Thanks  to  the  F)ii«ct 

in,  383,  764, 922,  933, 934 
China,  Thanks  to  the  Forces  in^  539 
Church  of  Scotland,  1152 
Creditors  and  Debtors,  IR.  194 
Debtors  and  Creditors,  IR.  395 
Distress  of  the  Country,  SS9»  300 
Evidence,  Law  of,  IR.  196 
Libel,  Liw  of.  Com.  moved  for,  406 
Pariiament,  New  Houses  of,  1034 
Petitioos— Rules  of  the  House,  1032 
Riffht  of   Search— StatMsent  in  the  Fk«ach 
Chambers,  214, 695 

Brace,  Major  C.  J.  C.  (Elgm  mid  Nmnm) 
POor-Uw  (Scotland),  187 

Bmdding  Regulations^  e,  575 


Boiler,  Mr.  C.  (Litkeard) 
Canadian  Political  Convicts,  842, 855 
Ellenborough,  Lord— The  Gates  of 
380,381 


Barren,  Sir  C.  M.  (^Shortkam) 
Personation  of  Voters,  Com.  c/.  1 , 1 145 

Bur^ng  the  Dead  in  Towm,  see  Hmiik  ^ 
Jowni 

Cabui,  see  Affghanistam 

Cambrian  Iron  and  Spelter  Compamf^  c  iR.* 

697 ;  2R.»  936 

Campbell,  Lord 
Church  of  Scotland,  1151,  1153 
Evidence,  Uw  of,  2R.  220 
Law  Reforms,  194, 195 
Ubel,  Law  of.  Com.  moved  for,  395,  409 
PaHiamrnt,  N>w  lloiises  of.  1035 
Peerv  Oaths  and  Declarations,  IR.  694 
Petition»~RuJe8  of  the  House,  1032 
Pound  Breach  and  Rescue,  2R.  1270 
Proclamations  of  I>ord  Ellenborough,  1396 
Washington  Treaty,  The,  261 

Campbell,  Mr.  A.  (ArgylUhirt) 
Church  of  Scotland,  1157 
Poor- Law  (Scotland).  182 

Canuda^Dutia  m  Wheat,  c.  339,  700 


CAN.        -        CLA. 

Canadian  Political  Convicts,  c.  237 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  see  Juvenile  Criminalt 

Cardwell,  Mr.  E.  {Clitheroe) 
Abinger,  Lord,  Conduct  of,  1135 

CaswelFs  Church  Preferment  Holding,  I,  iR.* 
1336 

Cemeteries,  see  London 

Ceylon,  Trade  with,  f.  1339 

Chancellor,  The  Lord,  (The  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Lyndhurst) 
Aff'fi^hanistan,  W^ar  in,  383 
Creditors  and  Debtors,  IR.  194 
Debtors  and  Creditors,  IR,  395 
Evidehce,  Law  of,  1 R.  197 
Law  Reforms,  194,  195 
Libel,  Law  of.  Com.  moved  for,  407 
Petitions—Rules  of  the  House,  1032 
Pound  Breach  and  Rescue,  2R,  1270 
Right  of  Search,  695 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (The  Right  Hon. 
H.  Goulburn),  {Cambridge  University) 
Accounts,  Public,  ^^38 
Committees,  Constitution  of,  211 
Custom-house  Frauds,  202 
Distress  of  the  Country,  Com.  moved  for,  759 
Exchequer-Bills,  Forged.  420,  430,  438,  439, 

447, 769,  1023,  1024  ;  3R.  1149,  1150 
J^w  Courts  (Ireland),  393 
Opium,  Compensation  for,  1276 
Salaries,  Public,  335,  336 
Supplies,  Postponement  of,  1356 
Sycee  Silver,  190 
Washington,  Treaty  of,  384 

Chapter  Property,  c.  207 

Chichester,  Bishop  of 
Affghanistan,  War  in,  Thanks  to  the  Forces, 
934 

China,  I.  Thanks  to  the  Forces  in,  62,  525 ;  c. 
547 — Consuls  in  220;— see  Hong  Kong — 
Opium — Sycee  Silver 

Christie,  Mr.  W.  D.  (  Weymouth) 
Ecclesiastical  Courts,  Leave,  334 
Registration  of  Voters  (Scotland),  386 

Church  Extension,  c.  309 

of  Scotland,  c.  937,  939  ;  /.  1151  ;  c. 


{INDEX}        CLE.        — 

Clay,  Sir  W.  (rower  Hamlets) 
Health  of  Towns,  Leave,  577 


CRE« 


1157 


Rates,  c.  221 


Circuits  {Ireland),  c,  634 

Cianricarde,  Marquess  of 
Address,  The,  55 
Afifghanistan,  War  in.  Thanks  to  the  Forces, 

382,383,697,916 
Distress  of  the  Country,  302 
Paaliament,  New  Houses  of,  1033 
Poor- Law  (Ireland),  191,  193 

Clarendon,  Earl  of 
Sanitory  Measures— Sewerage  1 393 


Clerk,  Sir  G.  {Stamford) 
Accounts,  Public,  338 
Coal  Vendors  Penalties,  Leave,  1025 
Committees,  Constitution  of,  210 

Coal  Vendors  Penalties,  c.  Leave,  1025  j  IR.* 
1026;  2R.*  1036;  Com.  •  1156;  Rep.* 
1276  ;  3R.*  1338  ;  /.  IR.*  1336 

Cobden,  Mr.  R.  (Stockport) 
Distress  of  the  Country,  Com.  moved  for,  827| 
839,  879,  883,  885 

Cochrane,  Mr.  A.  D.  R.  W.  B.  (Bridport) 
Distress  of  the  Country,  Com.  moved  for,  715 

Colchester,  Lord 
Address,  The,  53^  57 
Navy,  The,  1275 

Colebrooke,  Sir  E.  (  Taunton) 
Afigbanistan,  War  in,  Thank's  to  the  Foreea. 

989 
Scinde,  The  Ameers  of,  386,  418 

Collieries — Treatment  of  Apprentices,  c.  1343 

Colquhoun,  Mr.  J.  C.  {Newcastle-under-Lyme) 
Distress  of  the  Country,  Com.  moved  for,  744 

Commander-in-Chief  sitting  in  the  Cabinet,  c, 
1347 

Commercial  Treaties,  see  Brazil — France— Por- 
tugal 

Committees,  Constitution  of,  c.  Mr.  Ewart's 
Resolutions,  209,   [^A.  27,  N.  84,  M.  57] 


213 


*,  Practice,  in,  c,  420 


Commutation  of  Tithes,  see  TUhes 

ConoUy,  Mr.  c.  635 

Connds  in  China,  c,  220 

Convicts,  see  Transported  Convicts 

Com'Lawt,  c.  163, 1156  ;  /.  1337 ;— see  Addreu 
— Canada — DiUress 

Coroner's  Inquests,  e.  Leave,  ^697  ;  IR.*  766; 
2R.»  936 ;  Rep.»  1036 ;  3R.*  1 143 ;  /.  IR.* 
1151 

Cottenham,  Lord 
Creditors  and  Debtors,  IR.  194 
Libel,  Law  of.  Com.  moved  for,  409 

Country,  State  of  the,  see  Supply 

County  Courts,  c.  221 

Courtenay,  Viscount  {DevonsMre  S,) 
Address,  The,  63 ;  Report,  163 

Crawford,  Mr.  W.  S.  {Rochdale) 
Abinger,  Lord,  Conduct  of,  1 133 
Poor-Law-— Mr.  Walter's  Resolutions,  1239 

Creditors  and  Debtors  (Lord  Cotteoham),  /« 
I     lR.194;— seeDe&^ori 


CRI.        —        DLK, 


fINDEX}  DVV.        —        EWA. 

]  DubcaxiD&D,  Lord 


Cnpjrt,  Mr  W.  i,    C-tfcaoflrter) 

Crainord  and   Hi^k    /Voir    Itwivwv,   r.   lR 
Ctirretuyand  BmUsmg^  c«  41{» 

DuMT,  Rifbt  Hc«.  G.  L.  D.  'P</ntrlm^Um, 
Addi«M«  lief  Mmjestr'ft  AAVver  to  tbe,  8M 


<!«» 


•  I 


I 


DuTiL-onbt,  Mr.  T.  S.  (i 
Ab'ocn^,  Lori«Coadaci  al.  14II7«  !«?•»  I«l, 

CtnictT  Court!,  SI,  S3S 
CiwiOB  Hook  FtandK.  417 
Knutrfbrd  Gaol.  1342 
Re^i^tntioD  ul  %'olH«,  221 
Sbi^nrr^df,  Cos.  Bored  lor.  7M 
Su4touxT,  Bonniffc  ti,  Nev  Writi 
— Di'tfruduKaiait  of.  Love,  9tl& 


ior,0. 


Dvrbr,  Mr.  O.  rJlit«er«  £.; 
J>ituc«i  «f  tbe  CjoMitrjr,  Coan.  more^  for,  7M 

Dttik^tnmukmetUof.c.  iR-'  1f5<S.  2K.'  VSV^ 

DtUtfn  and  CftjdUon  ^Ijoni  Brougfauu;,  /.  iR. 
3V5  ; — wt  C'rtdiU0% 

D'hntU,  Mr.  B.  '.S^e«s6«ryy 
DivtreM  of  tbe  Coiuitnr,  Cmb.  B'^vciS  for,  6li 

DeotDiii,  Lord 
£%ideDce,  Uv  of,  IR.  J£« .  3fL  22fi 
fJbe),  Liv  </.  Cotfj.  iDTYed  fur,  407 

JJtfmi^  Jmdgf^AdvodUCf  htt  HoJuiu,  Mr. 

Devon,  Evrl  of 
Prtiuoot — Rul^oftfiC  Ifoaee,  I(lK 

Dkirtu  of  the  dmntry^  c.  220 ;  /.  Com.  moved 
for,  261,  [Cofiieott  4,  NouCooteott  25,  M. 
21],  304  ;  Protect  ib.  ;  c  305  ;  Com.  moved 
for,  (V'ifcounl  liowick'i  motjoo;  448  ;  Adj. 


/>IO^i 


Satufy  mtf  e.  93T 


EbriDgtoOy  Visooont  (F4|«0itfil) 
AS^bMmftuk,  Wax  in.  Tkaaks  to  the  P< 

I      Huf^kink.  Mr^  Case  o^— Deputy  Jadge 


cue.  1314 
EnLamtwcul  C<airt«,  c  Leatc,  312;  iR.*  335 

Efeitoo,  Mr.  W.  T.  (Ctelvf) 
Knvtifcfd  QaoL  134^  1343 


E^enoD,  Sir  P.,  de  M.  G.  (CAoAvc,  S.) 
DivtreM  io  tbe  CooMry,  Com. 

Efhoton,  Earl  of 
Addrew.  Tbe.  15 

Eiuion,  Regiurttrnm  of^  tec 


Eljot,  Right  Hon.  Lmd  (CiiwaH  £.) 
Ap(>lotjnect  of  lUtet  (DoUiBA  Leaaa,  Ij 

Circuiu  flreUodj,S35 

Mfdical  Cbaritief  (Ireland  .Leave. 234.  2R. 
44^ 


Debate,  578.  63«,  706,  769.  f  A.  191.  N.  i     Pawnbroker*  (I n-land).  Leave,  1143 
306,  Mil  51, 887  ;--*ee  J/aiw/arfarm^  Da-  j      Poor-Uw  (Ireland).  163.  1338 
trtett-^Faafeif  Tetnperaaoe  SoeMty  at  Dn^asnaa, 


DtsturtfOhca  in  the  Mmw/acfurmg  Districts,  c. 

940 

Dirision,  Littk  of 
AbiM||^#r,  |>ord,  Coaditet  of.  [A.  73f  N.  228. 

M.  1^5].  1140 
Arrr  V  E»iin>ate*9  Amrad.  [A.  20,  N.  106,  M. 
m].  1576;  2nd  Amend,  [e.  f .  A.  98.  N.  28. 

M  7«).  1377 
Comrnitte***,  (xin*titution  of.  Mr.  Evart  p  Re- 

fMolutiofift.  [A.  27,  N.  h4,  M.  57)*  ^l^ 
Dif'tr^'^t  of  the  Count rv,  Com.  moved  for,  (Lord 

How'ck;.  I  A.  191.  N.306.  M.  il5j.>07 
Ptjor-ljkw^Slr.  W^lt'i'i  RfrK>lution»,   IA.5h. 

.\.  1-26,  .M.6J;j.  12W 
Suppli"*,  Fo'iiHjn^niPut  of,  |//.  y.  A.  62,  N.  15, 

M.47J,  i:^^ 

DnorreSf  see  lUnt^h — Jackiun 

Doi<gla:»,  Sir  11. .  Ijifrpoof) 

.\H.!h.'tni8tan,  War  in,  Thanks  to  the  For^e*, 

1015 
Army  K«tim»tr«.  1375 

l)rainai,t,  c   .'w  5 

Duke,  Sir  11.  {Hostoni 

Kxclicquer  Bills.  Forged,  441 


EJJadnnmMk,  Lord-^Tke  Galei  of 
r.  341  ;/  Ptoehmakm,  1330;  ' 
Hi 


Ellice.  .Mr.  E.  (.ST.  Jn^vw^c,^.) 
Poor-U«  (ScoUaad),  17*.  ISi,  le* 

Elhce,  Right  Hon.  E  (Coanifry) 
Exchequer  BilU.  Forged.  3lt  1150 

klphinstone,  Mr.  H.  (Lewa) 
Errlesiaftical  Court*,  Leave,  3)3 

fJyw/V,  Courtt  qf\  /.  iR*  1269 

Kscott  .Mr.  B.  {Mirk hater) 
Di^tr**^*  of  il»*»  rcniniry.  Com.  moved  for,  658 
Kxriirquer  Biliit,  F'origrd,  443 
HfAltb  of  Towns  Lrave,  576 
llo*k;ns,  Mr.Ca»€uf — I>fp<.ty  Judge  Advocate, 

1319 
Kei^i'^ nation  of  Vuter«.  2R.,  I3{«0 

Kudi'iht.  Imu  of,  /.  IR.  IPC  :  2R.  220;  Rep.* 
2.V.* .   3K'  :}M-2  :  « .  1 R*  **36 

Ewart,  Mr.  W.  f Ihunfnes,  ^c.j 
Ad(lreft^,  Tbe,  152  i^Tbe  Cora  Liwt,  177 


EWA.       —       GIB.  {INDEX}  GIB.      -        GRI. 


Ewart,  Mr.  W. — eontimued. 
Canada,  Datiea  on  Wheat,  341 
Ceylon,  Trade  with,  1339 
Committees,  Constitution  of»  209,  813 
Corn-Laws,  The,  177, 11^6 
Distress  of  the  Country,  Com.  moved  for,  578, 

744.  749 
Paraguay,  940, 1340 

Exchequer  BiiUy  Forged,  c.  420»  iR*  634; 
2R''  766,  769,  1023$  Rep.  1086;  8R. 
1149;  /.  IR*  1151 ;  2R*  1269;  Rep.  •l336 

Exchequer,  Chancellor  of  the,  tte  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer 

Exeter,  Bishop  of 
Address,  The,  61 

Feilden,  Mr.  W.  (Biackturn) 
Address,  The,  140 

Ferrand,  Mr.  W.  B.  (Kmreshorough) 
Address,  The,  149, 152,  154,  158 
Distress  of  the  Country,  305;  Cora,  moved  for, 

Amend.  515,  780,  887 
Disturbances  in  the  Manu&cturing  Distrieu, 

940 
Notices,  Rules,  for,  305,  307 
Poor,  Employment  of  the,  in  Manu^tories, 

10*26, 1030.  1031 
Law,    Mr.  WalUr's   Resolutions,   1172, 

1221,1245,  1252 
Truck  System,  698 

Fmancial  SUUement,  c.  1036 

Fisheries,  British  and  French,  c.  69d 

Fitzcerald,  and  Veeey,  Lord 
Afghanistan,  War  in.  Thanks  to  the  Forces, 
909,911,920,984 

Pitrroy,  Captain  R.  (^Durham  Cify^ 
Mercantile  Navy,  Officers  of  the,  1277 
Navy  Estimates,  1333 

Fitzwilliam,  Earl 
Agricultural  Labourers,  Condition  of,  1337 
Queen's  Letter,  The,  768 

Fleetwood's  Natwralixation,  I  iR*  1336 

Follett  Sir  W.  W.,  see  Solicitor-General,  The 
Foreigners^  l^atttraliMatwn  of,  see  NaiuraliMaikm 
Forged  Exchequer  Bills,  see  Exchequer  Billt 

Fortescue,  Earl 
Ribbonism  (Ireland)  259,  260 

Forth,  Navigation,  c.  iR*.  1143 ;  2R.*  1338 

France,  Treaty  with,  c.  199 

French  and  British  Fisheries,  see  Fisheries 

French,  Mr.  F.  {Roscommon) 
Law-Courts  (Ireland),  393 
Medical  Charities  (Ireland),  Leave,  226,  236 ; 
2R.  447 

Gibson,  Mr.  T.  M.  {Manchester) 
Address,  The,  153, 156 


Gibson,  Mr.  T.  Mfr-^conimued. 
Canadi^— Duties  on  Wheat,  841 
Distress  of  the  Country,  Com.  moved  for,  691 » 

698,  802,  809,  817 
Manu&cturing  Districts  —  New   Mills— Mr. 

Horner's  Report,  698, 699 
Poor,  fittiployinent  6f  the,  in  Manu&ctories, 

1029, 1031 
Sugar  Duties,  197 

Gladstone,  Right  hon.  W.  E.  {Newarh^tipon 
Trent) 
Distress  of  the  Country,  Com.  moved  for,  479, 

610,741,771 
Mercantile  Navy,  OAoers  of  the,  1277 

Gordon,  Hon.  Captain,  W. 
Hosklns,  Mr.,  Case  of— Deputy  Judge  Advo- 
cate, 1313 
Shipwrecks,  Com.  moved  for,  708 

Goulburo,  Right  Hon.  H.,  see  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer 

Graham,  Right  Hon.  Sir  J.  R.  G.  {Donh^tier) 
Abinger,  Lord,  Conduct  of,  1 126 
Buildings  Regulation.  575 
Chapter  Property,  207 
Ch  ureh  of  Scotland,  987>  93$,  1 187 
Collieries — ^Treatment  of  Apprentices,  1846 
County  Courts,  228 
Distress  in  Paisley,  284 

of  the  Country,  Con.  mofedlor»  675, 

712,713,806,806,809,816 
Disturbanoes  in  the  ManuAwturing  Districts, 

Drainage,  575 

Health  of  Towns,  Leave,  878 

Juvenile  CriminaJs,  282 

Knutsford  Gaol,  1848 

Manubeturing  Dlstrieta  — New  Mills —Mr. 

Homer's  Report,  699  ;^Disturbances  In  the, 

940 
Medical  Reform,  983 
NaturaJiMtloaof  Fofsignefs,  Leave,  1084 
Paisley  Distress  in,  284 
Parochial  Assessment^  1159 
Personation  of  Voteis,  Com.  oLU  1 148, 114B 
Poor,  Employment  of  the,  in  Manu&ctorlei^ 

1038 

Uw,  803,  823;— Bin  Walter^  RmoIii- 

tions.  1J73,  1204, 1838 

— .  Uw  (Scotland),  182, 187, 188 
Registration  of  Voters,  386;  Leave,  898, 1U8. 

1149;  2R.*  1379 
(Ireland),  307, 886 

■      (Scotland),  385, 886 

Tithes,  Commntatlon  of,  1159 

Gransden,  Great,  Indoiyre,  c.  lR.*  1148 

Gmttan,  Mr.  H.  (MeMth) 
Circuits  (Ireland).  634, 635 
Poor-Law  (Ireland),  163 
Temperance  Society  at  DungannoUi  938 

GrecH,  Mr.  T.  {Lancmier) 
Committees,  Pnu;lioe  in,  480 

Grimsditch,  Mr.  T.  (Maodetfidi) 
Poor«Law,  Mr.  Walter's  Rcsoiutloiis,  \M 


HAD.        —        HUM.         (INDEX.)         HTIL        — 


CkirA,  ItjaitJiuk  M  lii«  form  fs»  541, 544 
N»«y,  Tiu?,  i^»i,  l^i,  I27i,  lf74, 1*75 

Hammer,  Sir  J,  ( KmgMLm'tfptm  ■  ffn/Z) 

l>ttt«4nM  «C  tik  CtfOAirj,  Con.  OMtcd  ibr,  735 

Uardirkftr^  R^^t  Hon.  .Sir  H.  ( LmmeaUm) 
Afl^tukAinAO,  Wat  iik,  TKaniu  loathe  forces,  SM 
Armj  EiiCiaMS«»,  135^,  I37S 

Hardirkkt,  Earl  of 
5a^,  The,  1J72,  W4 

Hanly,  Mr.  <l.  (Brodford) 

PtiM'Lkw,  Mr.  W«lter'«  R««olatJOfit,  1248 
Rigfal  of  Seareb,  545,  54«,  703 

Hawef,  Mr.  B.  {Lambeth) 
Church  ExieiMioD,  309 
Health  of  ToanM,  Lea? e,  576 

liar.  Sir  A.  L.  (Elgin^  Sfc,) 
Army  R«timftU«,  1375 
Church  o(f  Scotland,  937, 939 
DiUreiM  of  th«t  Coontiy,  Cooi.mofed  for,  770 

JUaith  of  TawnSf  c.  Lea? e,  574 

litrhf:it,  Hod.  H.  ( WUUkirt,  S.) 
Hmkinii,  Mr.,  Ca%e  of^Deputj  Judge  Advo- 

caUf,  1305,  1314 
Naval  Couru  Martial,  418 
Navy  Entimate*,  13-26,  1333,  1336 
Weftt  India  Mall  fMfcet«,  420 

J/%A  Peak  liailyH^f  fca  Crom/ord 

Hojfg,  Mr.  J.  W.  (Beverley) 
AfblianUtao,  War  in— Thaokft  to  the  forcef, 

am 

llolyrood  Home,  c.»  .'585 

Jiang  Kmgf  AdmmUtratum  ofjuitkc  in,  c.  220 

Hope,  Mr.  A.  J.  B.  (Maidilane) 

iJi^treM  of  the  C^iiin try,  Com.  moved  for,  633 

Homer'i,  Mr.^  Hrpart — New  MUls,  fee  3/antt- 
Jactunnf*  Diiirwli 

Ihtkiru,   Mr.,  Cote  af^ Deputy  Judge  Advo* 
rate,  c,  1 300 

Hough' t  Divorce,  I.  1R.»  303 

Howick,  Vifcount  (SuiukrUmd) 
AddrcM,  IV,  140 

DJAtrrM  of  thf?  Country,  Corn,  moved  for,  448, 
482,  677,  684, 851,  8H(> 

Hull  and  Setby  Railway,  c.  1 R.*  1 143 ;  2R.* 
1338 

Hume,  Mr.  J,  {MontroK) 
AddreM,  The,  142 
AflkhaniHtan,  War  in — Thanks  to  the  forces, 

Amend.  .991,  ^98,  l(K)4,  1023 
Anieiican  Boundary  Treaty,  203 
Arrny  K^limatoi*.  Amend.  1366,  1376 
Canada— I) atiei  on  Wheat,  340 
Canadian  folittcal  Coovicu,  254 


I 


How,  Ur.  J 

CKltA^  Tfcaaia  to  dbe  P<i 


lyatntm  of  the  tamkirj,  C 


Excb^^wr  BOh,  Farmed,  43S.4ir,  I 
Health  of  TovM,  Leave,  575 
NatorBlintMm  of  fcecifBets, 
Navy  Etdnates,  1332,  1316 
PetitMos— ComBittee,  312 
Pbor-Uw  f  Scotland  K  1^  ISS 
Sslanes,  PoUic,  336 
Sattarm,  fUjah  of,  236 
Sopply— Natioul  Revcn«e,lf77f  Uf7  i 

pooe»eBt  €if  1357 
Sycce  Silver,  189,  196 


Hntt,  Mr.  W.  {Gainkemd) 
Afirfaanistao,  Ww  in—' 

979 
NaturalizUkm  of  f  oiei^en* 


lUmiif' 


Ineiomati,  wtt 

India,  see  Address — A, 
Unborough, 
— Scmde 


loglis,  Sir  R.  H.  {Oifitrd  VmmnUfi 
Addrefff,  The,  135 
Aflg^ianistao,  War  in— Thanks  to  tfae  FowMj 

990 
China,  Thanks  to  the  forces  in,57l 
EcclesiMticml  Courts,  Leave,  338 
Elleoborougfa,  Lord— The  Gates  of 

350,358 
Notices,  Rules  for,  306 
Parochial  AssesemenU,  1159 
Tithes,  Commutation  of,  1159 

Iniermenis  in  Towm,  see  HeaUk  of  Thtmm 

Ireland,  see  Applotment  of 

Dungannon — JuMiicet  of  Peace — 
•^Medical  Charities -^  Pammkroken —Pi 
Ijaw'^RegiMtraHon —  RMomiim —  Ti 

Istalif,  Eiceues  at,  c.  767 

Jackson' 9  Divorce,  L  iR.*  259 ;  2R.*  1269 

James,  Mr  W.  (Cumberland^  £.) 
Exchequer  Bills,  forged,  439 

James,  Sir  W.  (Kingstan^upom^Utdl) 
Poor-Law—Mr.  Walter's  Resolutions,  1218 

Jcrvis,  Mr.  J.  {Chester) 

Ecclesiastical  Courts,  Leave,  325 

Johnson,  Lieut^Gen.  W.  A.  {Oldham) 
Poor-Lsw  — Mr.   Walter's  Resolutions,   I2CM, 

1205,1207 
Supplies,  Postponement  of,  1357 

Juilge  Advocate,  Deputy,  see  Hoshrn,  Mr. 

Justicet  qf  Peace  {Ireland)  c.  iR/  1 156  ;  2R.» 

1 338 

Juxende  Criminals,  c.  222 

Kemble,  Mr.  H.  (Surrry,  E,) 
Exchequer  Bills,  forged,  769 


KEN.        —        LYN.         {IND 

Kentish  Toum  Paving,  c.  iR.*  1156 

Knight,  Mr.  H.  G.  (Nottmghamkirey  N.) 
Distress  of  the  Country,  Com.  moyed  for,  596 

Knutsjord  Gaol,  c.  1340 

Labouchere,  Right  Hon.  H.  (Taunton.) 
Canadian  Com,  700 

Distress  of  the  Country,  Com.  moved  for,  508 
France,  Treaty  with,  199 
Hoskins,  Mr.,  Case  of — Deputy  J  dge-Advo- 

cate,  1322 
Navy  Estimates,  1335 
Portugal,  Treaty  with,  199 

Lancaster  and  Preston  Junction   Railway^  c. 
lR.»697;  2R*936 

Langdale,  Lord 
Attornies  and  Solicitors,  2R.  409 

Lansdowne,  Marquess  of 
Address,  The,  19,  53 
Aifghanistan,  War  in.  Thanks  to  the  Forces  in, 

696,  764.  765,  907,  923,  931 
China,  Thanks  to  the  Forces  in,  537 
Parliament,  New  Houses  of,  1035 
Poor-Laws  (Ireland),  1155 

Law  Courts  {L-eland),  c.  393 

— i^  of  Evidence,  see  Evidcna 

—  of  Libel,  see  Libel 

—  Reforms,  1. 194 

I^yard,  Captain  B.  V.  (Carlow  Bo,) 
AfTghanistan,  War  in^  Thanks  to  the  Forces, 

1019  g 

Army  Estimates,  1369 
Distress  of  the  Country,  Com.  moved  for,  771 

Leamington  Railwai/,  see  Wanoick 

Lefevre,  Right  Hon.  C.  S,,  see  Speaker,  The 

Lennox,  Lord  A.  (ChicJiester) 
Army  Estimates,  1367 

Libel,  Law  of,  L  Com,  moved  for,  395 

Liddell,  Hon.  H.  T.  (Durham  Co.  N.) 
Address,  The,  175 
Corn-Laws,  The,  175 
Distress  of  the  Country,  Com.  moved  for,  456, 

586 
Personation  of  Voters,  Leave,  388 ;  Com.  cL 
1,1143,1145,1148 

Lincoln,  Earl  of  (Nottinghamshire,  S,) 
Holyrood  House,  385 

Littleton  Inclosure,  c.  1R.»  697 ;  2R.*  1036 

Liverpool,  Earl  of 
Address,  Her  Majesty's  Answer  to,  190 

London  Cemetery  Company,  c*  iR.*  697 ;  2R.* 

936 

Lunatic  Asylums,  c.  IR.*  1036 

Lyndhurst,  Lord|  see  Chancelior,  The  Lord 


EX.} 


MAC.       —        NAP. 


Mackenzie,  Mr.  W.  F.  (Peehlet-ihire) 
Personation  of  Voters,  Com.  e/.  1. 1144 
Poor- Law  (Scotland),  188 

Mackinnon,  Mr.  W.  A.  {Lymington) 
Health  of  Towns,  Leave,  574, 576 
Personation  of  Voters,  Leave,  391 ;  Com.  c/. 

1,1145 
Turnpike  Trusts,  Leave,  388 

Mangles,  Mr.  R.  D.  (Gtaldford) 
Afghanistan,  War  in.  Thanks  to  the  Forces, 

953,1008 
Distress  of  the  Coantry,  Com.  moved  for,  885 
Ellenborough,  Lord — ^The  Gates  of  Somnaatb, 

373 

Manners,  Lord  J.  (Newark^t^^on'Treni) 
Poor-Law— Mr.  Walter's  Resolutions,  1217 

Manufacturing  Districts — New  3iiUs  —  illr. 
Homer*s  Rmort,cS9B;'^Ditturbancei  in  the, 
940; — see  Aor 

Maule,  Hon.  F.  (Perth) 
County  Courts,  222 
Medical  Reform,  223 
Poor-Law  (Scotland),  181 
Turnpike  Trusts,  Leave,  388 

Medical  Charities  (Ireland),  c.  Leave,  226 ; 
1R.»305;  2R.447 


Reform,  c.  223 


Mercantile  Navy,  Officers  cfthtf  c.  1277 

Miles,  Mr.  P.  W.  S.  (Brittol) 
Address,  The,  71 

Miles,  Mr.  W.  (Somersetshire,  £.) 
Poor-Law— Mr.  Walter's  Resolutions,  1246 

ilit^.  New — Mr,  Homers  Report,  see  Jfomi- 
facturing  Districts 

Minto,  Earl  of 
Address,  The,  57. 60 
Afighanistan,  War  in,  Thanks  to  the  Foroes^ 

935 
China,  Thanks  to  the  Forces  in,  543,  544 
Church  of  Scotland,  1163 
Navy,  The,  1271. 127».  1274, 1275 

Monteagle,  Lord 
Afghanistan,  War  in,  383 
Bank  Charter,  The,  394 
Corn-Law,  1337 

Muntz,  Mr.  G.  F.  (Birmingham) 
Distress  of  the  Country,  Com.  moved  for,  732 
Poor-Law^Mr.  Walter's  Resolutions,  1217 

Murphy,  Mr.  Sergeant,  F.  S.  (Cork  City) 
Abinger,  Lord,  Condactof,  1095, 1099 
Address,  The,  160 

Napier,  Captain,  Sir  C.  (Marykbone) 
Address,  The,  112 
American  Boandarv,  806 
China,  Thanks  to  the  Forces  in,  563, 570 
Difltran  of  the  Coimtiy,  Com.  moved  iir,  711 


NAP. 


-       PAL.         (IMDBX.)  PAL.        —       PEE. 


NtpicrtCipt  Sir  (k-^-^onHmmmL 
Hotkioti  Mr.*  €•■•  of*-D«mitf  JwiaM  kitro' 

cMXe,  1312 
Naval  Courts,  Martial,  418 
Nayy  EtCHMIM|-ia84 
Poor-Uir— Mr.  Walter's  RaMlatloiMi  1858 
Syria,  90^  107,300 

National  Revenue,  ite  Stfpfy 

Naturalisaiion  ^  J*arcifiier%  e.  LeavCi  1024  \ 
IR.*  1156 


-I,  see  FUeiwood 


NmMdCmrUiimiialtt.4t^ 

Navy  Eitimateif  c.  1326 

mCkim,Thmbt9ikeiL6%6U;  €.43? 

,  The,  1 1270 

Nmocattle  and  DarBnglen  Haikm,  t.   IR.* 
1143;  2R*  1338 

NidioU,  Rt.  Hon.  Dr.  J.  I.  (Card^ 
Eodet  lastlcal  Courts,  Leatt,  312^  3lS,  883 

Norland  Eetale  Inyrovemtni^  t.  IR.*  1143; 
2R.*  1338 

Northampton  and  Peterborough  Aai/iooy,  c  iR.* 
1276 

NotkeSf  Ruletfor,  c  305 

Nottingham  Lighting,  t,  IR.*  1143 

Oathe ojfoert^wt  Peert 

O'Brien,  Mr.  W.  S.  (Umeriek  Co^ 
Aflj^banistao,  War  in— Vote  of  Thanks  to  tlie 

Forees.  418.  1022 
PenooatioaorVoieff|Coio.0lil,  1143 
ReglatratiMi  of  Voleft  (lieland)  307 

OTerrail,  Mr.  R.  M.  {KUdart) 
Navy  Estimates,  1330 
Pkisfey,  Distress  lo,  392 
Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland)^  383 

(}ffander9f  ApprektneiOH  ^  c  1 R.*  1 153  ^  tR.* 

1338 

Opuan,  CompehtationJoTf  c»  1273 
Ovgon  Boundary,  Thtft.  1828 
Outlawria,c.  lR.*62 
Oxford  Railwmf,c.  lR.«  1148 ;  2R.*  1838 
Paisley,  DiUreu  in,  c.  224,  392 


Palmer,  Mr.  O.  (IhMr,  5.) 
8bl|iwreeki>  Con.  moved  tot,  708 

Palmenton,  Viscount  (Tiverton) 
Addr««,  Tlie»  120 
Aflffhanislan,  War  in,  Tbankfl  to  the  Forces 

768,943 
firasil,  Treaty  with,  198 
China,  Thanks  to  the  Forees  in,  565 
Hoskins,  Mr.,  Case  oF— Depubf  Judge  Advo« 

cate,  1314 
Navy  Estimates,  1328 
Right  cTSearcb,  346, 705 


Palmetitoli 
Stade  Duties,  198 
Steam 

Paragmq^,  c.  940 

Poriiosieiil,  Meeting  of,L\ 

■  s  Nem  Boom af,L  1033 
Par^ekial  AtottomeMia,  c  1150 

Pmsnlrofar'i  Urdw^c  Leate,  1143;  ll.* 

1388 

Pechell,  Captain  G.  R.  {Briffdm)i 
Address,  The,  168 
Ecclesiastical  Courts,  Leave,  333 
Fisheries,  French  and  British,  838 
Hoskins,  Mr.,  Case  of^Depoty  Jndfs  Advo* 

cate,  1314 
Poor-Uw,  Mr,  Waltei^  tliirtililM,  1118 
Shipwrecks— Breakwaters,  Cook  moved  3w,  708 
SUve  Trade,  201 


i) 


Peel,  ColoMel  J.  ( 
Army  Estimates,  1373 


Peel,  Right  Hon.  Sir  R.  {l^mHrtk) 
Accounts,  Puhlic,  338 
Address,  The,  86,  XU,  138 
Aflbhan  War,  VoU  of  Thanks  to  the 

201, 202,204, 203, 418, 37f,Y38.M,  1808 
American  Boundary  Trsatf ,  203, 238 
Brasil,  Treaty  with,  198 
Cevlon,  Trade  with,  1338 
China,  Thanks  to  the  Forces  In,  578 
Church  Esttnsien,308 
— -— Raiss,  881 ,  888 
Commander-in-Chief  sitting  In   the 

1349 
Countv  Conrts,  881|  888 
Corn-Laws,  The,  178 
Currency  and  BanUng,  418 
Distress  of  the  Country,  880 1  Ceei. 

754,888,880 
Ellenbonmgb,  Lord— The  Gates  of 

363,364,375,373,381 
Financial  Statement,  1087 
Fisheries,  French  and  British,  700 
Francci  Trea^  with,  800 
Hong  Kong,  Admlnistiatlon  of  Justice  In, 
Hoskins.  Mr.,  Cass  el— Depntjy  Judge 

cate,  1319 
Istalif,  Excesses  at,  767 
Navy  Bstimatesi  1338 
Oregon  Boundary,  The,  1983, 1385 
Paraguay,  940,  1340 
Poor-Uw— Mr.  Walter^  RessiutisM,  1108^ 

1821,  1243, 1245 

(Scetland),  180, 181 

Portugal,  Tre&ty  wftti,  200 

Pririlege— Printed  Papen,  1339 

Hieht  of  Search,  704,  fas 

Sauries,  Public,  336 

Scinde,  The  Ameers  of,  384,  418 

Slave  Trade,  201 

Stade  Duties,  199 

Steam  Commimicatton — Aowrica,  1268, 

Stoddart,  Colonel,  635 

Sudbury,  Disfranchisement  of,  209 

Sugar  DuUet,  198 

Supply— National  Revenue,  1892 

Syria,  2U0|  307, 309 


PEE. 


-        QaE. 


{INOBX.} 


RAD.       —       RU8. 


Peers  Oaths  and  Declaratiota,  L  iR.  6d4  ;  3R.* 
1151;   Rep.*  1269;    3R.»  t337j   c.  iR.* 

1338 

Personation  of  Voters,  c.  Leave,  388 ;    iR.* 
417  ;  2R.*  766  ;  Com.  cL  1, 1148 

Peterborough  Railufoy,  see  Nortkampion 

Petitions — Committee,  c.  310;  /.  Rules  of  the 
House,  1032 

Philips,  Mr.  M.  {Manchester) 
Address,  The,  162 
DJHtress  of  the  Country,  Com.  moved  for,  774, 

780 
Health  of  Towns,  Leafe,  577 

Piumridge,  Captain,  J.  H.  (Pemyn  and  JW- 
mouth) 
Hoskins,  Mr.,  Case  of— Deputy  Judge  Advo- 
cate, 1314 

Polhill,  Captain  F.  {Betffbrd) 
Supplies,  Postponement  of>  1358 

Pollock,  Sir  P.,  see  Attorney-General,  Tht 

PooTy  Employmtnt  of  the,  in  MamgfkcU^rks,  c. 
1026 

Law,  c.  203,  223  ;  Mr.  Walter's  Resolu. 

lions,   1159,  [A.  5B,  It.  ll^,  M.  M],  1260, 

1338 


1338 


{Ireland),  c.  163;   /.  191,  1155;  c. 

{Scotland),  c.  178 

Portugal,  Treaty  with,  c.  199 

Pound  Breach  mnd  Reme,  /.  iR.*  S62;  SR- 

1270 

Powis,  Earl  of 
Address,  The,  6 

Preston  Junction  Railway,  see  Limc9»t9t 

PrivUege^Printed  Pa^ert,  c.  1S3# 

Proclamations  of  Lord  Elknbormigh^  m^  EUtn^ 
borough,  Lord 

Protests,  (Distress  of  the  Country)  804 

Protheroe,  Mr.  E.  {Halifax) 
Ecclesiastical  Courts,  Leave,  335 

Public  Accounts,  c,  338 

Distreti,  4ef  DUUrm  fsfthe  Cmm^ 

Stiimiet,  c.  385 

Punishment  of  Death,  tee  Death 

Queen N  Letter,  The,  /.  765 

Speech,  THE--MeetiDg  of  Parlla'' 

ment,  1 


Radnor,  Earl  of 
Distreaa  of  the  Ooimtij^  S79|  S05 

Railuxq^,  see  Cromfbrd  —  Hull  — -  Xonoai/tiw- 
Newcastle-'  Northai^Um^Osfbrd*^  Wmr^ 
wick 

Rashleigfa,  Mr.  W.  {Cormoall,  E.) 
Distress  of  the  Country,  Com.  moved  for,  771 

Rates,  Applotment  of,  see  JtppkHmM 

Registraiion  of  Voters^  c.  221,  386;  Leaver 
nn;  1R.*936;  3R.  1379 


i«a*a*i 


-^{btUni)9*B07i9S6 
—  {ScoiUnd)  c.  385 


RMnmum,  N^wmUf  set  Stfp/)r 
Ribbonitm  {htland)  l.  259 

Rice,  Mr.  E.  R.  {Dovor) 
Turnpike  Trusts,  388 

Ri^ht  of  Search^  ShOement  in  <Ae  Efmeh  O^mu 
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